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we COLLECTION 


Vere le Osis RE AND ALIN Ges 
FOR THE NEW TESTAMENT; 


MADE FROM ANCIENT GREEK MANUSCRIPTS. 


Some years ago a well-written MS. fell into my hands, containing a collection of varvous readings, taken 
from several ancient MSS. of the Greek Testament. It appears to have been made with great care and ac- 
curacy; and judging it worthy to be appended to the notes on the New Testament, I have caused it to be 
printed, so as to be easily bound up with the last volume of this Work. 

Of this collection I know not the author, (it was once in the possession of Dr. Thomas Mangey, but is not 
in his handwriting,) nor do I know what manuscripis they are that are thus collated, as no description of them 
appears in any part of these sheets. The collector was greatly attached to the Latin version, as in almost 
every case he prefers those readings which agree with the Vuneéarr. 

When it was made, or where, is as difficult to be determined. ‘The water-mark of some of the sheets is the 
arms of the Seven United Provinces: a large shield, surmounted with a crown; in the centre a lion rampant, 
holding in his left paw a sceptre, and in the right a bundle of arrows: on the side of the throne or bench on 
which he stands is the word VRYHEYT, and round the shield, PRO PATRIA EJUSQUE LIBERTATE. 
In other sheets, a female figure with a helmet on her head, and a sceptre in her hand, before a lion rampant, 
with a drawn sword in one paw, and a bundle of arrows in the other. Both figures seem inclosed in a palisado, 
and just before the sceptre are the words PRO PATRIA. On other sheets, probably the right folio, there is 
a small circle or shield including a crown, and the letters G. R. 

The book of the Acts and the Epistle to the Romans are expressly declared to be from the collation of 
EIGHT ancient manuscripts, and the Apocalypse from Four ancient manuscripts : but there are two other MSS. 
quoted in several of the books; so that it appears on the whole that eight Greek MSS. were collated in every 
verse, and ¢wo others occasionally. 

A copy of the printed text (probably that of 1624, by the Elzevirs) appears to have been used by this un- 
known collector, with which the MSS. mentioned above were collated. Many of the readings preferred in 
this are preferred by Griesbach, and received into the text. On the whole, I thought this collection too 
valuable to be confined to a private MS., and thus to be in danger of being lost to the world. 

The collection might have been made either in England or Holland, about one hundred years ago, in the 
reign of George I. 

Some part of the beginning appears to have been lost, as these collations commence with Matt. xxiv. 2. 


MATTH AI. 


* 


The figure or figures under the head MSS. denote the number of Manuscripts in which the approved reading 
was found by the unknown collator. 


CAP. XXIV, Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. 26. 2. rote wadyratc avrov, cum Vulg. 

2. 3. Brerete ravta ravra, cum Vulg. 28. 1. rovro eort To aiua pov. 

6. 1. a@AW ove evbewe To Tehoc. 39. 6. Kat mpocedPuv jcKpor, ; 
14. 2. Kae KnpuydnoeTat TO evayyeAtov. 48, ponatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (6 de Tapte 
18. 1. wy extotpepato apa, cum Vulg. d.dovg.) 

25. 1. mpoetpnka tury marta. 50. 4. ©66 maper, cum Vulg. 
32. 8. exduy. Oy el. 2ep paxalpa aroAovyTat, cum Vulg. 
36. 4. e pn 6 Tarnp povoc, cum Vulg. 59. 1. non legit, «az of mpecGurepor, cum Vulg. 
45. 1. ene tne olKetiac avTov. 
49. legatur in Tex. cum MSS. 7 (eo6uy de kar CAP. XXVII. 
mTlvy,) cum Vulg. 6. 4. KopBwvar, ut Vulg. 
29. 1. repteOnxav emt THe KEdadne avTov. 


CAP. XXV. 35. in Textu apponatur obelus ad verba illa, iva 
TAnpodn to pyvev, &c., usque ad finem 


13. 3. non habent verba illa (ev 9 6 biog Tov av3pu- J f 
“ov epyerat,) cum Vulg. verstis ; cum in MSS. 10 non legantur. 
16. 1. Kut exepdnoev adda, cum Vulg. 59. 2. ev owdove, cum Vulg. 
29. 8. Kat 6 exet, apSneerat. 64, 3. non addunt, vvxtoc, cum Vulg. 
31. 1. Kae mavrec of ayyedor, cum Vulg. CAP. XXVIII. 
CAP. XXVI. 2. 3. ano rnc Yupac Tov pynuetov. 
3. 2. non legunt, cas of ypayparerc, cum Vulg, 8. 3, non legunt verba illa (d¢ de exopevovTo arayyes 
26. 5. Kas evyapiotycas ekAace. H Aa Tog padyrace avrov,) cum Vulg, 


1 iil 


VARIZ LECTIONES. 


MARCI. 
CAP. I. Ver. MSS. 
is, ponatur in Tex. ut 7 MSS. legunt (aAAor de 
Ver. MSS Vul éheyov, 6Tt HAsac.) cum Vulg. 
1. 1. Kado¢ yeyparrat ev Ty mpognTp, cum Vulg. 16. 1. Iwavyny, avtoc nyepdn, cum Vulg. 
5. 1. Kat of ‘Ispocodyuitas mavtec, ka eBanricovto 18 1. To Howdy ovk egeore oot, cum Vulg. 
13, “ad dn’ dvTov ev TP, cum tore 20. 2. Kat axovan avrov. ; 
PGPE= REL Ey Ty epee, CUM Ue 23. 8. 6 ear pe aitnone. 
Gl Rep Tapayov rapa THY Sahacoay, cum Vulg. 99. ronan ne Rees MSS. 10 legunt (ev poner.) 
24, 1. Aeyov, te Huey Kae cor, cum Vulg. : BOM M.? wavee seuterencay, com vale, 
27. 8. avgyrerv mpocg éavrove, cum Vulg.; et scriben- agen Do xa ex eyeeeey He vlot, cum Vulg. 
dum in Us ee’ ee 33. 1. non legit («ac 7ASov mpoc avrov) cum Vulg. 
36. 3. Kat narediotev, com Vulg. 36. 1. ayopacwow éavtosc, TL daywou. 
38. 4. ehnhuda, cum Vulg. ? 37. 1. Kat dwcouev avroic, cum Vulg, 
45, ponatur in Textu; utlegunt MSS. 10 (aA2’ eo 48 1, kee odov Cored Cum vale: 
ev epnyuorc) cum Vulg. 51. 1. non legit (kas eGavuafov) cum Vulg. 
ance CAP. VII. 
2. 2. a ovnxon cav roAdot, cum Vulg. 5. 1. Kat exepwracy avtov, cum Vulg. 
e - ort cee, dvahoytfovrat, cum ve 3, 1, ele Kowa yea, cum Vulg. 
ot 1 - 9 ba AE etnies by SEP RSs 14. 1. Kat mpockarecapmevoc rahw Tov oxAov, cum Vulg. 
91. 3. ee an ae Lapse eur Val , ieee enor pabnrar avtov Thy TapaBoAnyv, cum Vulg. 
, et Oe q 8 24, ponatur in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 10 (kat eA- 
CAP. III. Gov el¢ OLKLaV.) 
25. 1. adv evéve axovoaca yvvn, cum Vulg. 
4. 1. casa 7 arodeca, cum Vulg. 25. ponatur in Textu, sicut MSS. 10 legunt (ro 
5. 1. non legit (dyin¢ o¢ 7 addAn) cum Vulg. Suyarpiov avtqg mvevua.) 
6. 1. rac avrov arodecwot, cum Vulg. 26 3. Lvpodorvixioca. 
ee 1. tov Kavavatov. Vv 31. 1. ex Tw dptov Tupov nae dta Zidwvoc rpoe, utVulg. 
ai OW y a ay BES 32. 1. kwdov kat poytAadoy, cum Vulg. 
: . kal epyovrar of adeAgor, cum Vulg. 33 6. Kat a arodaBouevoc 
32. 1. Kat Aeyovow avo, tov, cum Vulg. : ; a a pee 
32. 2. non habent (ca ai adeAdat cov) cum Vulg. CAP. VIII. 
33. 4. 7 entnp pov Kat of adeApor wov, cum Vulg. 1. 1. xadw roAdov oxdov ovtoc, cum Vulg. (MS. 1 
oxAov eAtovroc. 
PAP ALY: f 3. scribendum in To ut legunt MSS. 7 (uaxpo. 
4. expungatur e Textu vox illa (ovpavov) que Gev fKovat.) 
deest in MSS. 10 impressicum Vulg.legunt| 7, 9. az ravra evloynoag exe, cum Vulg. 
(Ta meTELva TOV ovpavov.) 12, 1. kat avaotevagag tw mvevuate Aeyer, cum Vulg. 
8. ponatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (év zpea-| 13, 4, gic TO TAoLOV. é 
Kova, kat év &. Kat év p.) 17. 2. mac ove ovveete ; 
8. impressi cum Vulg. legunt (éy 2. wae év €& Kat} 92. 1. kau egyovrar eve Byd. cum Vulg. 
év p.) 23. 2. rac xepac avrov, cum Vulg. 
18. 1. Kae ardor evow of ev¢ tag axavdac, cum Vulg. 25. 1. avrov, kar dieBrewer. 
19. 1. non legit (rovrov) cum Vulg. 25. 1. Kat eveBAere tnhavyws dravra, cum Vulg. 
24. 2. avtietpydnoera, cum Vulg. 34. 1. et tig Veder oricw pov, cum Vulg. 
24. 1, non habet (rove axovovo) cum Vulg. 35, 2. Tov evayyedtov, cwcet av7qv, cum Vulg. 
31. legatur in Tex. (¢ KOKKOV) ut MSS. 7. cum] 36, legatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (odeAqjoes 
es Vulg. avdpwrov.) 
. TavTa Ta TETEWA. 
36 2 Aova nv, cum Vulg., / CAP. IX. 
40, 1. re decAos core; ovmw exete mote, cum Vulg. 6. ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (exdofor.) 
12. 4. xadSoc yeyparra. 
CAP. V. 22. ponatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 («au exe 
1. 1. tov Tepacnvor. dara, iva) cum Vulg. 
3. 1. advoeow ovk ert ovdete. 23. 2. avtw, e dvvacat. 
13. 1. eve ryv Yadaocay we dtoytAror, cum Vulg. 28. 3. Ava te Herc, cum Vulg. 
13. ponatur in Tex. ut MSS. 6. legunt yoay de oc} 38. 2. ene Tw ovowate cov, cum Vulg. 
OtoxLALoe. 38. 1. non legit (ére axoAovber juw.) 
14. 1. oi de Bookovtec avrovc, cum Vulg. 40. 4. xaW juwv drep juov. 
15. 1. Kabgyevor, iuatiouevory, cum Vulg. 42. 3. éva Tor fiKpwy TovTwv Twy, cum Vulg. 
18. 1. avrov 6 caSecc. 
22. 1. non habet cdov cum Vulg. CAP. X. 
25. 3. Kat yvvn ovea, cum Vulg. 1. 1. ryglovdarac repav Tov lopdavou (MS. 1 kat repay.) 
28. 1. tov luariov, cum Vulg. 6. ponaturin Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (6 @coe évexev 
36. 1. 6 de Inoove mapakovoac. Tovrov) cum Vulg. 
38. 1. Kae epyovra, cum Vulg. 17. 7. = xpocdpapor eic. 
21. 1. non legit (gpa¢ tov oravpov) cum Vulg. 
CAP. VI. 25. 2. re padidog dieASevy, cum Vulg. 
2. 1. Kat of rodaor. 32. 8. mpoaywy avrouc. 
2. 2. drt Kat Avvapetc roravrat. 38. 1. 7 To Barrioua, cum Vulg. 
11. 1. desunt verba illa (anv Aeyo dui, avextorepov| 43. 1. ov obtwe de eort, cum Vulg. 
eoTat Lodoporc n Vopoppore ev nuepa kptoewe,| 44. 1. ev suv evvat mpwtoc, cum Vulg. : 
7 7% Tole exewvy, (Vulgata etiam hoc loco| 46. 2. 6 vio¢ Tyaov. MSS. 6 legunt Baptiuato 
ea non legit, sed videntur irrepsisse in Tex.| 50. 1. avarndnoac 7A%e, cum Vulg. 
Gr. ex 10 Matth. 52. ponatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS, 8 (Kat nroAovOes 
14, 1. Iwavyne 6 Barriorne. 


lv 


Tw Inoov,) cum Vulg. 
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VARLE LECTIONES. 


CAP. XI. Ver. ‘ 
Ver. MSS. 12. Wig érousdouper coe dayerv To, cum Vul 
2. 3. ef dv ovrw ovderc, cum Vulg. Be 9) non fe t ry) i Vul 
es het ae ae ’ . . egunt (Kaz aAdoc, wnte eyo) cum Vulg, 
: aL pepeTe. 22. 1. AaBere rovto ects, cum Vulg. 
ie 1. everetAato avroe 6 Inoove. 27. 7. non habent (ev euos ev ty vuxte TavT7.) 
0. 1. evhoynuevn 7 Baotreva tov rarpo¢ juov MaBid. | 29. scribendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 9 (mpo 
11. 8. Kas exe To iepov. ako tyuac.) ‘ 
i, I pte mEplBAepaevog mavrac. 29. 9. non legunt, ev cor. 
23. 1. non legit 6 eav evry, cum Vulg. 31. 1. 6 de ex mepicoov edadet, eav pe. 
CAP. XII. 34, legendum in Textu, ut MSS. 10 (xaz T'pyyoperte 
A. 2. kakewov ekedadatwoar, cum Vulg. 45 8 Kat mposdday,) cum Vulg. 
12. 1. ryv rapaBoAnv ravtyy evrev, cum Vulg. rib oe ae paaee Par Rh 
27 legendum in Tex. ut MSS.10 habent (ove eotiy | gy) 7, moni PORie (or Peay (rt) a 
8 Oc0¢ verpav,) cum Vulg. a i: TOU aes Tov evAoyyrov, cum Vulg. 
a . — vo¢ 6 Ocoe uor. 70. ip BNR ati 7 hada cov ouorater, cum Vulg 
1. 2. 4 devrepa duora avrg, cum Vulg. 72. 2. Kat evduc ex devrepov, cum Vulg. . 
CAP. XIII. 
2. 3. ov pn agedy dds. CAP. XY. 
8. LL. Kae ecovras Aysow apyat wdivor ravta, cum Vulg. 3. tollendum e Tex. quod deest in MSS. 9 (avrog 
Il. 2. te AaAnonre a2 6 cay, cum Vulg. de ovdev amexptvaro,) cum Vulg. 
14. 1 non legit (ro py Sev do Aavind tov TpodnTOVv) 8. 1. Kat avaBag 6 oydoc, cum Vulg. 
et videntur huc irrepsisse ex cap. Matt. 24, |11. 1. averevoay tov oxdov. 
32. ponendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 7 (exevye, 18. expungendum e Tex. quod 8 MSS. non habent 
n pac) cum Vulg, {kat Aeyevv,) cum Vulg. 
37. 2. 6 de Yuu, cum Vulg. CAP. XVI. 
CAP. XIV. 5. 2. Kat eAovoat. 
2. 1. eheyov yap. 8. 2. enye yap avrac, cum Vulg. 
2. 1. SopuBoe yervyra, cum Vulg. 16. scribendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 10 (6 mio. 
5 3. Tovto To prpov zpadyvat, cum Vulg. Tevoac Kal Bartioberc,) cum Vulg. 
LUCE. 
CAP. I. Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. 22. 1. non addit (Aeyovcay) cum Vulg, 
ive scribatur in Textu, ut lesunt MSS, 10 (HAvoz.) 
18. 4. ayyehov: wwe eoras TovTO. CAP. IV. 
35. scribatur in Textu ut legunt MSS. 10 (cae ro| 1. 1. ev tH epnuy. 
YEVVWPLEVOY WyLOV.) 4. 1. non est (Acyor) cum Vulg. 
35. impressi cum Vulg. legunt, «ae to yevvowevov| 7. 1. eav meow xpookvyyogce. 
ek cov ayLov. 8. 1. non addit (draye otow pov, Sarava) cum Vulg. 
36. 1. Kae avry cvverAnd, cum Vulg. hs ponatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (ec vioc ez 
39. 1. exc tyv ToAw. Tov Qeov.) 
49. 1. peyaha 6 Avvaroc, cum Vulg. 34. 1. oda dre ov et 6 viog Tov Oeov. 
50. 3. ec yeveav xa yeveay. MS. 1 etc yeveac kat | 42. legendum in Textu, ut est in MSS. 7 (exe{yrovy 
yeveac. avTov,) cum Vulg. 
51. 3. Acavorac. 43. 1. Kae étepate roAecu. 
64, tollenda e Textu vox illa, quam MSS. 10 non 
habent (dcnp$paby,) cum Vulg. CAP. V. 
66. 1. Kae yap yerp Kvpiov, cum Vulg. 2. 1. erdAvvoy ra duxrva, cum Vulg. 
75. 2. macaic tar¢ tuepace uwr, cum Vulg. 6. 1. addit ro dixtvoy avtwy (wate fun Svvacbar ava- 
yayew avto. 
CAP. IL. 15. 3. non legunt Oe ae cum Vulg. 
8. scribendum in Textu, ut MSS. 10 legunt (ca }19. 6. we exceveykwowy avtor. 
ovAacoovrec dvAakac.) 19. 6. eumpoofev ravtwr. 
12. 2. Kae Kewevov ev garvy, cum Vulg. 33. 2. Kae Tov apioatwy, cum Vulg. 
15. 1. Kae of romevec eAahovy mpoc, cum nae, ( 36. 1. amo iuatiov Kawov oxicac exiZadAret. 
20. ponatur in Textu, ut legunt MSS. Kat 
dreorpepay.) ; CAP. VI. 
21. 3. tov mepiteuery To Tasdtov, cum Vulg. 1. 1. non addit devreporpory. 
22. scribatur in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10 (rov xaO-| 1. 1. avrov orayvac. 
aplopov avTwy.) 2. 1. 6 ove eScotw ev tore caPBacw, cum Vulg. 
bp) impressi cum Vulg. legunt (Tov xaOapioyov| 4. 1. kas edwxe roc wer’ avrov, cum Vulg. 
avrne.) 6. scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 7 (kaze ev 
40. 1. non addit (rvevware) cum Vulg. érepw capparo,) eum Vulg. 
43. 1. Kat ovk eyvwcay of yoverg avtov, cum Vulg. 7. ponendum in Tex. ut est in MSS. 10 (deparev. 
45. 1. Kae un edpovtec dreotpear exc ‘lepovoadnu, ava- cet, va,) cum Vulg. 
Cnrovvtec avrov, cum Vulg. 9. 1. cwoa, 7 aroAeca, cum Vulg. 
10. 1. wsavtag avtove ev opyn Etter avTo. 
CAP. IL 10. 6. 6 de exoinoev, Kat aroKaTeoTaby 7. 
9. seribatur in Textu, ut est in MSS. 10 ex’|10. 1. non addit (dyine og 7 aAAn) cum Vulg. 
apyLepewc. 16. 1. 6¢ eyevero mpodornc, cum Vulg. 
2. impressi cum Vulg. exe apyvepeor. 18. 1. axadaptov edeparevoyto, cum Vulg. 
4, 1. deest vox (Aeyovtos) cum Vulg. 23. 1. of matepec duov. 
18. 1. To Aay. 26. 2. dtwac mavrec of avdpwrot. 
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VARLZ LECTIONES. 


Ver. MSS. 

35, legendum in Textu, ut est in MSS. 10 (xa 
eoeove viot iyioTov.) 

39. eume de Kal mapaBoAqy, cum Vulg. 

CAP. VII. 
4, © mwapety Tovro, cum Vulg. 

11. scribendum in Textu, ut MSS. 6 (kau eyevero ev 
Tw eéyc,) cum Vulg. 

ll. 1. non est ixavor, cum Vulg. 

12. 2. Kae avry nv ynpa, cum Vulg. 

28. 2. non legunt vocem (mpodnT7¢.) 

31. expungenda sunt e Tex. verba illa (eure de 6 
Kvpvoc) desunt enim in MSS. 10. 

31. 1. impressi, et Vulgata Lat. legunt (eure de 6 Kv- 
ptog’ TLL OvV.) 

35. 1. Kae eryundn 7 codia. 

87. 2. Kae ov yuvn irlc nv ev TH ToAE dpapTwdoc, 

cum Vulg. 

42. 2. Tig ovy avtwy ThEloy ayarncet avTov 5 

CAP. VIII. 
3. 4. Kat Swoavva. 
3. 8. denkovovy avTote. 
4, 1. oydov rauroAdov, cum Vulg. 
9. 1. non est (Acyovrec) cum Vulg. 

20. 1. non habet vocem (Aeyovrwv) cum Vulg. 

24. 9. emorata, extorata, anoAAmmeta. 

26. 1. tev Tepacyvwy, cum Vulg. 

31. 2. Kat mapexadovy avroy, cum Vulg. 

34. ponatur in Textu, ut est in MSS. 9 (oi Booxor- 
TEC TO VEYEVHMLEVOY, EMVYOY, KaL anNyyElAay,) 
cum Vulg, 

37. 1. ro rAndoc tHe ToAEwS KaL TEPLYwpOD. 

48. 1. 6 de euxev avty Ovyarnp, &c., cum Vulg. 

61. legatur in Textu, ut habent MSS. 9, cum Vulg. 
(eAOwy de eg THV.) 

51. 1. ecoeAdecy ovy avtw ovdeva, cum Vulg. 

54, 1. avrog de Kpatnoag THe xEtpog avTne, cum Vulg. 

CAP. IX. 
3. 1. pyre paBdoy, cum Vulg. 

12. 1. azodvaov trove oxAove, cum Vulg. 

17. 1. kat ypav To repiccevoay avtocc. 

23. 9. Kat apatw Tov cTavpoy avTov, Kat aKod. 

31. 9. edeyov tyv dogav avrov. 

47. 2. ewe Tov diadroysopov Tyo Kapo. 

48. 1. ovo core weyac, cum Vulg. 

49, ponatur in Textu, ut habent MSS. 10 (exBai- 
Aovra datpovia.) 

50. 3. KkaW® tuov, dep duwv esti, cum Vulg. 

52. 1. eg modcy Sapyapertwov, cum Vulg. 

54. 1. non legit (@¢ kas Haag exounoev) cum Vulg. 

55. 1. non addit (juec) cum Vulg. 

59. 3. Kae exeTipnoev avTolc, Kat exopevdnoar. 

57. 1. deest (Kvpie) cum Vulg. 

6]. 1. amoragact_ tact tote ev¢ Tov. 

CAP. X. 
1. 1. &Sdounkovra dvo, cum Vulg. 

11. 1. addit (ex ty¢ modewe dw erg Tove rodac.) 

12. 5. Aeyo du, cum Vulg. 

15. 1. éw¢ ddov caradvoy, cum Vulg. 

17. 1. of &8dounKovta dvo, cum Vulg. 

19. 1. cov, dedaxa ducv, cum Vulg. 

21. 1. tw Tvevpati tw ‘Ayly 6 Inoove, cum Vulg. 

22. 8. addunt (kat orpadere mpoc tovg padytac eure: 
Tlavra jot.) 

23. 1. non legit (car wav) cum Vulg. 

25. 1. smewpafwv avrov, cum Vulg. 

28. 1. rtovto moter, kar owly. MS. 1, kat cwon. 

30. 3. of ae efedvoav avroy, cum Vulg. 

35. 1. Kae ext tv avpiov exBadov edwxe dvo dnvapta 
TH Tavooyel, Kat Elmer, exiued. cum Vulg. 

39. 1. apa Tove rodac tov Kvpiov, cum Vulg, 

41. 1. ecrev avty 6 Kuptoc, cum Vulg. 

CAP. XI. 
2. Mlarep, dytacdnTw To ovouwa gov, eAdeTto 7 Bact. 
v1 


Ver. MSS. 
A€la GOV. TOY APTOY Huw TOV ETLovoLov, Cum 
Vulg. ‘ 
4. 1, Kat yae Kat avrot agieuev, cum Vulg. 
4, 1. non addit (aAAa puoat nag aro Tov Tovnpov) 
eum Vulg. 
5. 2. Kae eper avtw, ire, cum Vulg. 
6. 8. dtAog mapeyeverto. 
ih ponendum in Tex. ut est in MSS. 10 (um Acdov 
EMLOWOEL AVTW.) 
1k corrigendum in Tex. Regie, ut legatur (7 Kae 
wSvv) ut MSS. 10, et Vulg. 
15. 2. Tw apyovre. 
25. 1. evpioxet oyoAalovta, cecapwpevor. 
29. 1. 7 yevea avty yevea wovypa eort, cum Vulg. 
32. corrigendum in Tex. Regie, et legendum (672 
perevonoav) ut Vulg., et MSS. 10. 
34. 2. eorww 6 offadpocg cov, cum Vulg. 
34. 6. Kat dAov To cuwua cov. 
34. 3. Kat To copa cov cKoTelvoy eorat, cum Vulg. 
42. 2. ravra de edet, cum Vulg. 
44, legatur in Tex. ut est in MSS.9 (kar of avdpo- 
TOL TEPLTATOVYTES.) 
50. 1. To exkeyvuevov aro xataB. cum Vulg. 
51. 1. tov Svotactnpiov Kat Tov vaov, cum Vulg. 
58 2. devvwc exerv. MSS.7, dewvac evexew, cum Vulg. 
53. 2. Kat aroorouslery avroy, cum Vulg, 
CAP. XII. 
8. ponendum in Tex.utlegunt MSS. 10 (duoAoynoee 
eV QUTW. 
11. 1. evodepwow rac. 
14. 1. xateornoe Kpirny. 
PAM Kat pin ee Ocov cAovtwv (MSS. 3 addunt, ravra 
Aeyov eduvel. 6 EYOV WTA AKOVELY AKOVETW.) 
30. 1. ypntere TovTer ararvTwv. 
46. 2. wera tov droKpitwv Ynoet. 
48. 2. meptocotepoy anattyoovaly avTov. 
CAP. XIII. 
4, 2. doxerre, drt avtot oderderat, cum Vulg. 
15. 4. dmoxpita, éxaorog tumor. 
24. 1. orevne Supac. 
25. 1. Kupie, avocgov uw, eum Vulg. 
32. 1. Kat ry tpiTy juepa, cum Vulg. 
34, ponatur in Tex. ut habent MSS. 6 (6y ropexp 
opvic THY EavTnc,) cum Vulg, 
34, Kat ovk nvernoac, cum Vulg. 
35. non legunt epyyoc. 
CAP. XIV. 
5. 8. vio¢g 7 Bove. 
9. 1. epet, ov dog TovTw Toro». 
15. 1. gayerat aprov, cum Vulg. 
21. 1. 6 dovdog arnyyetAe, cum Vulg. 
24. 4. addunt (rov deurvov. roAAou yap etot KANTOL, OAL 
yot O€ exeKTOL.) 
28. 4. e& duwv Gedwy, cum Vulg. 
35. 1. add’ e&w BaddAovowy, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XV. 
17. Aum Ode aTvoAAvua, cum Vulg. 
19. ovkeTe eye agtoc, cum Vulg. 
22. tay’ efeveykate, cum Vulg. 
29. T®™ TaTpl avtov, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XVI. 
4, — Batis MSS. 1, éray perateSw, cum 
ulg. 
6. éxatov Kadove, cum Vulg. 
15. scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 7 (evemopy 
Tov Qeov.) 
15. Tov Oeov eotly, cum Vulg. 
18. kat 6 aToAeAvuevny, cum Vulg. 
oe ért aredaBec Ta ayaba cov, cum Vulg. 


poe exevdev mpoc jac, cum Vulg. 
1 


VARIZ LECTIONES 


CAP. XVII. Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. CAP. XXI. 
4. 9. emtotpedy Aeyov. 4. 3 
i : + post eBadov, addunt ravra Aeywr epuvet, 6 Exus 
7. 1. 6¢ eAdovte ex Tov aypov, cum Vulg. eae Ckewenes et es Sa ae apes 
7. 2. eper aut evdewc, cum Vulg. 19. 1. xrnoeobe rac wuyac, cum Vulg. 
12. 1. of aveornoay roppwev. 96. 1, amopxowrar. ‘ 
a i. Soho, Tp Ose, 1 88.1 26. legendum in Tex. ut habent MSS. 10 (dv 
: scribendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 10 (eure eepyoplevov Tp orcovmery,) cum Vulg. 
de mpoc Tove pabytac,)cum Vulg.(Sicetim-|39 4, $7, eyyv¢ To Sepoc, cum Vulg. 
pressi.) 3 
28. 1. dpuowe kafwe eyeveto ev tare, cum Vulg. CAP. XXII. 
33. 2. Cworornoer avrov. 6 nee Vul 
36. 9. desunt verba illa: dvo ecovtas ev Tw aypw, 6 ele : ; ehh Padre 5 7 
; y 16. 1. ov pm day avto, cum Vulg. 
TaparndoOnoerat, Kat 6 étepog adeOnoeTat. As 9 4 DA aed F 
37. 2. dou To wrepa. 30. 6. pe Te patie sie * eaftamnbeube 
CAP. XVIII. 36. 2. roAnoatw To iuatiov abtov ka tayopacate, CUM 
1. 6. xpocevyecbat avrove. Vulg. 
4. 3. Kaz ove nOedov ext ypovov, cum Vulg. 42. 5. mapeveyxe to rornptov, cum Vulg. 
7 1. ryv exdtxnow tov Bowvtor. 47. 3. trav dwdexa mponyev avrove. 
7. 1. kat waxpobvuer ex’ avtoe. 52. 7. em’ avrov apyvepece. 
8. ponendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 10 (Aeyo | 55. 1. kat Tepixabicavroy, cum Vulg. 
ducv dre,) cum Vulg. 57. 4. 6 de npvycato Aeyor. 
9. 1. Kae e€ovPevovytac Trove moAAove. 61. 2. gwvnoae onuepov, anapv. 
14, corrigendus error in Tex. Regie et legend. (7 aS : Kat Wee auTov. 
eKewvoc. : . €av O€ EeTEpwTNGW. 
14. 1. atrov rap’ an cum Vulg. 69. 1. amo rov yup de erat, cum Vulg, 
15. 1. exerimwv avtoic, cum Vulg. 
22. 1. Kaz dog rrwyotc, cum Vulg. CAP. XXIII. 
25. 1. pagidog deAGery, cum Vulg. 2. 5. To eOvoc juwv, cum Vulg. 
2. 1. Kat Aeyorta, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XIX. ; 
8. 1. ef ixavov ypovov, cum Vulg. 
2. 1. ovoware Zakxatoc, cum Vulg. 8. corrigendum mendum in Reg., et legendum ut 
4, ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 9 (kaz mpo- MSS. 10, «ac nAmile te onpecor. 
dpayov,) cum Vulg. : 14. 3. ¢ dtaotpedovta Tov Aaov. 
4. corrigendus error in Tex. Regie. et legendum,|99 —_ 4, mpooesarnaer avroic, cum Vulg. 
6rt OV exewvne. SMM TN dasa y es 
15. ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 9 (kat ete} 97, ‘1. cor a cua vale ee oe 
govnfyvat,) cum Vulg. 35. 2. e€ewvernpitov de avtov Ka , cum Vulg. 
23. ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 9 (ro apyv-| 44. 1, Fag Lies. dpa ee g 
plov wov ext tparetay,) cum Vulg. 46. 2. mapariewat to rv., cum Vulg. 
34. 3. of de evrov, drt 6 Kuptoc, cum Vulg. 
46 2. yeyparrat, drt o1xo¢g pov, cum Vulg. CAP. XXIV. 
CAP. XX. 1. 1. non est (kas reve ovy avratc) cum Vulg. 
19. 4. kat edoBnOncav tov Aaov: eyvwoav yap,cumVulg.| 4. 1. ev eobyt aotparrovey, cum Vulg. 
20. 4. avrov Aoyov. 11. 1. Anpog ra pyuara ravta, cum Vulg. 
24. 3. dnvapior. of de ederéav. Kat evrev, Tivo exet, &e.| 28° 1. mpoceroinoato, cum Vulg. 
28. 1. arexvocg y, cum Vulg. Ate ols kat kexdixev On 1 Tift. 
33. 3. Tivog avTwy ectat yur7, cum Vulg. 36. scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 9 (AadAovv- 
35. 8. ovre exyauifovrac. Twv, avto¢ 6 Inoovc,) cum Vulg. 
46. 1. kat tov SehovTwr. 49, 1. ev ty modet, éwe tov, cum Vulg. 
JOANNIS. 
CARI Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. 35. ean aera ces MSS. 8 (6r¢ ere 
Gs. Hed i ; vO0C, ; 
Me 1. pads ESR sae 41. poneanue in . ut MSS. 10 legunt (eriorev- 
41. scribendum in Textu ut lerunt MSS. 10, eGep- pe a Vul oyov avTov. ) 
unvevouevoe Xpiotoc. 41. aise gata Lat. legunt (exorevoay eve 
43, 1. evtogaporoyron cum Valg, 42, 1. non addit, 6 Xpustoc, cum Vulg. 
CAP. II. 47. corrigendus error in Regia, ut legatur (az cac7- 
12. 1. pera ravra Karen. Tat avtov Tov viov) cum MSS. 10, et Vulg. 
17. 1. Karegaye pe, cum Vulg. 
22. ponendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 10 (rovro rae ee a Ms Vul 
eheyev’ Kal exiotevoay,) cum Vulg. rt + Oe ee eee Vale, 
: . ayye b S 
ANE dhacae ial Seat 5. 1. ev ty aobvevera, cum Vulg. 
CAP. II. 30. 1. non addit, rarpoc, cum Vulg. 
25. 9. pera Iovdatov. CAP. VI. 
CAP. IV. 10. 2. averecov ovy of av0pwrot. avdpec. 
1. 9. eyva 6 Kuptoc, dre. 11. 1. eAaBev ovy rove aprove 6 Incove, kat evyaptorn. 
3. 9. Kae arnAfev etc tnv TadhsAacav et aac duedoxe Tole avakewpevorc, cum Vulg. 
Hie ele & eroince onion. 


Kat sSavualoy, ért, cum Vulg 
1 


Vii 


VARLZ LECTIONES. 


Ver. MSS. 
15. 4. Bacrrea, avexwpnoer. 
22. 1. edov, dre rAovaptov, cum Vulg. ’ 
22, 1. non legit verba illa (exewvo, exe 6 eveBnoav ob 
pabyrat avtov,) cum Vulg. 
28. scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 9 . 1 roww- 
pev) cum Vulg. 
45, 4. mac 6 axovoac rapa tov Ilarpoc¢, cum Vulg. 
51. 1. cap& pov eotw dmep THE TOV KoopoU Canc, cum 
Vulg. 
52. 1. ry Bathe avrov gaye, cum Vulg. 
55. 1. aandne eort Bowore, kat To alua pou aAnOy¢ eote 
TOOLe. 
58. 2. 6 tTpwywy pov TovToYy Tov apTov. 
63. 1. d eye Aehadnca vucv, cum Vulg. 
69. 1. dre ov et 6 dyLog Tov Oeov. 
CAP. VII. 
22. scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10, ex tov 
Macewe corte. 
26. 6. dre ovto¢ eotiy aAnSuc 6 Xptotoc. 
31. 7. onpiera TovTwY ToLjcel. 
39. 1. gy Tvevua ‘Aysov dedomevov, cum Vulg. 
40. 2. axovoavres tov Aoyoy Tovrov, cum Vulg. 
CAPSVIU: 
Duo Codd. pretermittunt undecim integros 
versus viii capitis, videlicet ab illis verbis, 
Iyooug de exopevOy, usque ad illa, ao Tov vuv 
unkete duaprave. 
2. 1. opbpov de mahi Badeog nAde_ev 6 Inoove eg To 
lepov, Kat Tag 6 OXAOG NPY: 
3. 3. ayovor de ol Papioaior yovaika. 
A. 3. Aeyovay avtov reipalovrec, didacKane. 
abTn 7 yvvn eAnrrat En’ avropupH poLyEevopery. 
5. 4. ev de Tw vo“w Mwone evetetdato july Tag ToOLav- 
tac AcGafewy, cum Vulg. 
6. 3. wa aywot Karny, cum Vulg. 
6. 2. Kateypadev eve THY ynv. 
6. 5. desunt verba illa (uy mpoorotoumevoc) cum Vulg. 
7. 2. emepwtwrtec. 
7. 1. avaBrewac evmev avrote. 
9. 4, non legunt verba illa (kat dro tye ovvedgoewc 
eleyyouevot,) cum Vulg. 
9. 2. non legunt (é0¢ Tov ecyatov) cum Vulg. 
10. 4. non addunt, car pndeva Beacapevog Any tye 
yvvarkoc, cum Vulg. 
10. 5. evrev avy, yvvat, mov evovy ol KaTnyopot cov, cum 
Vulg. 
ll. 2. eure de 6 Inoove, ovde eyw ce Kplyw. Topevov, Kat 
pnkeTe Guaptave. 
14, 4. 9 mov drayo. 
21. 1. Kaclyrnoere pe, kat ovy etpnoere pe, KaL EV TH YL. 
23. 1. Kat eheyev avtowc: dpyuerc, cum Vulg. 
26. 3. ravra Aah ec Tov Koouov, cum Vulg. 
A2. scribendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 7 (eure 
ovy avToic 6 Inoove) cum Vulg. 
53. scribendum in Textu, ut MSS. 7 (riva ceavtov 
movetc) cum Vulg. 
57. 1. reocepaxovta ern. : 
59, 1. omittit illa postrema verba (dseAPwv dua pecov 
autor, kat Tapyyev odTwC) cum Vulg. 
CAP. IX. 
9. 1. aAdroz de ovyt, aA duovog avt@ ect, cum Vulg. 
Wl. 1. 6 avOparog Aeyomevoc, cum Vulg. 
16. 1. Kat oytouara nv ev avrore. 
26. 1. evmov ovy avtw, TL exotnce cot, cum Vulg. 
28 ponendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 10, (eAo- 
dopnoav avtov.) 
28. in impressis et Vulg, Lat. legitur, eAowopnoay 
ovy avtov. 
CAP. X. 
8. 4. mavrec dc0t nAPov po euov, KAerTal. 
14, 1. kat ywookw Ta eua, Kat yevwokovar we Ta eu, Cum 
Vulg. 
34. 1. dru eyw evra, Seor core, cum Vulg. 


vili 


Ver. MSS. 
38. 1. Kayo ev tw Tarps, cum Vulg. 
39. 1. ex Ter yelpwy avTor, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XI. 
ig). ponendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 10, (mpoe 
tac wept Mapbav Kat.) 
31. 2. dogavrec, dri drayes. 
41. 1. non legit (od qv rebvnkac Keysevoc) cum Vulg. 
45. scribendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 9, (kee 
Geacauevor & erounoev,) cum Vulg, 
CAP. XII. 
5. 1. dtaxoowy. 
6. 1. eyo ta Baddoueva eBac. cum Vulg. 
7. 1 bva eve ryv quepay Tov evtadiaopov pov tTHpyon 
avto, cum Vulg. 
19. 1. dre ove wgeder ovdev, cum Vulg. 
31. ponendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 10, vy 
KpLoLe EOTL TOV KOOMOV TOUTOV. 
31. impressi et Vulg. Lat. legunt, rov xooyov, nee 
addunt rourov. 
35. 1. To du¢ ev duw eott, cum Vulg. 
AT. 1. Tar pnyator, car un dvaAagy, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XIII. 
2. 1. exe tyv Kapdiav, va rapadw avtov Iovdag Xu- 
povoc Ioxaptwornc, cum Vulg. 
24. 1. Xiuwv Ietpoc, kar Aeyer avt@. evme, Tig eat 
mepl ov Aeyet. 
25. 5. exewoc obtwc ext To orn Voc. 
31. 1. ére ovy e&nASe, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XIV. 
2. 1. dre ropevowa, cum Vulg. 
12. 3. mpo¢ tov Ilarepa ropevouat, cum Vulg. 
17. 2. bre ev due pever, Kae ev bw eott. 
22. 1. Kupve, te yeyover, cum Vulg. 
28. 1. eyapyte av, dre ropevowat mpoc Tov Tlatepa: éte 
6 Ilarnp pov, &c., cum Vulg. 
CAP. XV. 
6. 2. kat ovvayovory avto, cum Vulg. 
8. 3. Kat yevnote enor wadytaL, cum Vulg. 
Vl. 1. 4 uy ev du y, cum Vulg. 
13. 1. 9 wa tee THy poynr. 
14. 1. 6 eyo evreddAomae ducv. 
15. 1. dca nxovoa rapa, cum Vulg. 
20. 1. Tov Aoyou pov, od eyw, cum Vulg, . 
CAP. XVI. 
a} legendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 10, (xaz 
TAUTA TOLNOOVGLY, OTL oVk,) cum Vulg. 
3. plies cum Vulg. Lat. legunt, rocnovow vucv, 
ee 
9. 1. dre ove excorevoay ev¢ gue, cum Vulg. 
10. 1. mpog tov Tlatepa drayw, cum Vulg. 
23. 1. ay te aetyonre Tov Marepa, dwoe bucr. 
25. 1. duev. epyetat Opa, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XVII. 
1. 1. wa vloc cov dofacn ce, cum Vulg. 
Tl. 2. ev Tw ovoparts cov, @ dedwxag pot. 
11. 3. Kado Kar juerc, cum Vulg. 
17. 1. ev tT aAnbera: 6 Aoyoc, cum Vulg. 
CAPS XVint: 
2. 4. ovrvnydn kar 6 Inoove. 
6. 2. avroic, eyw ext, cum Vulg. 
11. 8.) tyv payaipay ete thy F. 
14. 1. avporov arodavew imep tov Aaov, cum Vulg. 
15. 1. Kae ardoc wadyrne. 
18. 1. nv de Kat 6 Tletpog wer avtwr éorwe Kat, cum 
Vulg. 
20. scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 10, ev ovvan 
yoyn kat sv Tw ‘Tepw. 
25. 2. mnprnoaro exkewvoc, kat evrev, cum Vulg. 
29. 2. 6 TAarog mpoc avrove e&w, kat, cum Vulg. 
40. 1. expavyacay ovy ravtec. 


1 


VARIA LECTIONES. 


Ver. MSS, 
36. 5. ov ovyrpiSnoerat avrov. 
38. 2. wera de Tavta npwr., cum Vulg, 
39 sal EAtyua opupyns. 
CAP. XX. 
14. 2. ravra evrovoa eorpadn, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XXI. 
I. 1. rote pabytate avrov ert TNE. 
3. 1. exe To rAovoy, Kat ev exewvy, cum Vulg. 
6. 1. éAxvoae isyvov, cum Vulg. 
13. 1. Kae epyetar 6 Ijcove, cum Vulg. 
15. 1. Sor lwavvov, cum Vulg. 
25. 1. & exoicev 6 Inoovc, cum Vulg. 


ACTA APOSTOLORUM. 


Ex Collectione Codicum Manuscriptorum viii. antiquorum. 


CAP. XIX. 

Ver. MSS. 

3. 2. Kat wexeure Tpo¢g avrov, kat edeyov, yatpe 6, cum 
ulg. 

pe sala saci KT’ EMOv, EL. 

11. 1. 6 mapadove we cor, cum Vulg. 

13. 2. rovrwy Twv Aoywy. 

15. 1. of de expavyagov Aeyovtec, apor. 2 

27. legendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 8, (eAaGev 
6 padytne avtny ev¢ Ta Ldia,) cum Vulg. 

28. 4. dav 6 Ijoove. 

29. 1. peorov. oxoyyov ovy pecrov tov ofovg doourw 
mepidervtec, cum Vulg. 

31. 4. exevvou tov caBBarov. 

35. 1. iva Kae dere tuoTevyte, cum Vulg. 

CAP. I. 

Ver. MSS. 

10.) 1. ep ecOycect AevKatc, cum Vulg, 

12. 1. treorpepay of arocroAor exc Lepove. 

14, 1. ty xpocevyy ovy yuvarks kar Maprap, cum Vulg. 

15. 2. ev peoy Tov adeAdwy evrev, cum Vulg. 

16. 1. rv ypadyy, nv mpoerre, cum Vulg, 

17. 1. qv ev ju, cum Vulg. 

20. 2. 7 exavAce avtwyv, cum Vulg. 

23. 1. Iwonv tov kadovjevov. 

25. 1. tov toro tye dvaxove. cum Vulg. 

26. 1. KAnpoue avroic, cum Vulg. 

CAP. IL. 
7. 1. e&toravto de ravtec kar €8. cum Vulg. 

10. 8. ze AcBune. 

17. 5.’ evutma everviacbgoovra, cum Vulg. 

23. 1. exdorov dia yerpwr, cum Vulg. 

30. 1. non addit (to cata capka avactnoew Tov Xpto- 
Tov) cum Vulg. 

31. 1. dr ovre eyxartederdOn etc ddov, cum Vulg. 

33. 1. 6 dueg Kat Bherete Kal AKOvETE. 

38. 2. IlLetpo¢g de zpo¢ avrovc, cum Vulg. 

Al. 1. of wey ovy arodefauevor, cum Vulg. 

42. 1. Katty kowwvia Ty KAaoet. 

44. 1. mavtec de ol mioTevoavTec emt TO avTO ELYOV. 

47. 1. xa’ juepav ext To avto, cum Vulg. 

CARA IIT 
1, 1. Terpoc de cat Iwavyne aveBarvov, cum Vulg. 
2. 1. poe tyv rvAnv tov lepov, cum Vulg. 
3. 2. ehenuooveny AaBev, cum Vulg. 
7. 1. yetpoc nyetpev avrov, cum Vulg. 

V1. 1. xparovyrog de avtov Tov Ietpov Kae tov Iwavynv, 

cum Vulg. 

oe scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 7, (ov duece 
pev mapedwoxate,) cum Vulg. 

13. 1. kat npvnoacbe kata rpoowroy, cum Vulg. 

18. 1. rwv mpodntwr mafery Tov Xpiotov avrov, cum 
Vulg. 

Q1. 1. dia oropatog Tur dylwy, TwY am’ atwvog avtov 
mpodntav, Moon pev ever, 6Tt mpod. cum 
Vulg. 

26. 1. evdoyovrra tuac kat dyafovTa. 

CAP. IV. 
2, 3. ty avactacwy Tyv ek vexpoy, cum Vulg. 
3. 1. Kae eGevto avtove eve tTypjow, cum Vulg. 
5. 7. ev Iepovoadnu. 

ll. 2 6 e€ovbevatecc. 

12. ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 7, (ev addw 
ovdevt,) cum Vulg.; mox scribendum pari- 
ter in T'ex., ut MSS. 6 (ovde yap ovowa) cum 
Vulg. 

17. 3. padert avpworev, cum Vulg. 


Ver. MSS. 
25. 2. tov maido¢ cov ev IIverware ‘Ayip evra. 
27 3. en adnbevac ev Ty ToAEL TaUTY Ext TOV, cum Vulg. 
30. 8. exrevew oe etc cao. 
CAP. V. 
I. 5. vy Sardetpa. 
15. 2. dote kat eve Tac mAaTELac. 
15.0 1.) ere KAwvapiwr Ka, cum Vulg. 
16. 1. rodewr ‘TepovoaAnu, cum Vulg. 
23. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (ev racy acganera.) 
24. 1. roveAoyove rovtoug 6 Te atpatnyoe Tov Lepov, cum 
Vulg. 
25, legatur in Tex. ut habent MSS. 7, (avtoce ore 
cdov,) cum Vulg. 
28. 1. Aeyov: mapayyedia rapnyy. cum Vulg. 
34. 1. Bpayv te Tove avSpwrove ronoat, cum Vulg 
36. 4. égavTov o, cum Vulg. 
36. 1. © mpoceKxoAAnOy. 
37. 1. Aaov omow, cum Vulg. 
39. 5. ov duvgcecte Kkatradavoat avtovc. MS. 1, avro, 
cum Vulg. 
42. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 legunt, (ove 
ETQUOVTO OLOGOKOYTES, Kat EvayyEAtCouevol TOV 
Xpcorov Inoovy,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. VI. 
1. 1. ev de rate juepace exervacc, eum Vulg. 
7. 1. mrodve re oxdoc Twv lovdawv. 
8. 2. rAnpne yaperog Kat dvvaueac, cum Vulg. 
8. 1. addit, ev Tw Aaw dia Tov ovoyatog Tov Kuptov 
Ijcov Xptotov. 
13. 1. ov maverar pyata Aadwy Kata Tov ToTOVv, cum 
Vulg. 
CAP. VII. 
11. 1. e¢’ dAnv tyyv Avyurtoy kat Xavaay, cum Vulg. 
12. 1. ovra outta ev arty. 
17. 1. ¢ Guoroyncev 6 Oeoc, cum Vulg. 
18. 2. érepog ex’ Atyurrov 6c, cum Vulg. 
1. 1. exredevroc de avtov avetAeto avrov, cum Vule. 
26. 1. adedAdoz cote. iva tt, cum Vulg. 
30. 1. ayyedoc ev ddoyt rupog 8. cum Vulg. 
34. 1. Kae Tove orevaypove. 
35. 1. cvv yeipe ayyedov, cum Vulg. 
37. 2. dtpov w¢ ewe. avtov akovoecbe. ovtog, cum Vulg 
44, 7. Tov wapruplov nv ToLe TaTpaCLY HUwY. 
49. 1. tHe kataravoewc ov eoTiv, cum Vulg. 
51. 1. Kae amepitunrot kapdratc az, cum Vulg 
58, 1. Kat exBadrovtec avrov ef, cum Vulg. 
CAP. VIII. 
1. 6. ravrec de dieomap. MSS. 2, kas mavrec, cum 
Vulg. 
10. 1. Tov cov 7 karovmevy peyadn, cum Vulg. 


b.¢ 


VARLZ LECTIONES. 


Ver. MSS. 


13. 


SYOVG909 


1. 


ae 


artes 


WH He Rwe 


Gir 


om 


Oewpav Ta onuela, Kal duvapeEle peyarag yty- 
VOLEVAC. 

Smeotpepov eve ‘lepovoaAnu, ToAAac TE Kw. TOV 
Lau. evyyyedovro, cum Vulg. 

legendum in ‘T'extu ut habent MSS. 8, (kaze ave. 
ywooke Tov mpodntyv Ho.,) cum Vulg. 

scribatur in Tex. cum appositione obeli, ut est 
in Regio Codice. Versum hune integrum 
MSS. 8 non legunt, idcirco obelus in Tex. 
appositus est. 


CAP. IX. 

6 de, eyw eve Incove, cum Vulg. 

verba, quibus in Regio Codice obelus affixus est, 
cum obelo pariter notentur. 

in MSS. 8 desunt verba illa, quibus in Regio 
Codice prefixus est obelus ; propterea in hoc 
etiam Textu obelum apponi monuimus. 

avacta, TopevOnre ext Tyv p. cum Vulg. 

avTw yelpac, cum Vulg. 

aveBAepe Te, Kat avaotac e3. cum Vulg. 

eyeveTo de weTa Tov ev Aawac. cum Vulg. 

exnpvose Tov Incovy, cum Vulg. 

ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 8 («av ove- 
xuve Tove lovdatove.) 

mapayevouevoc de ec ‘lepovoadnu, ereipate Kor- 
Aacbu, cum Vulg. 

legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (evoropevouevoc 
KateKTro pevouevoc ev lepovoaAnu,) cum Vulg. 

9 ev ovy exkAnova, et deinceps omnia singulari 
numero, ut Vulg. 

tov Accapwrva. MS. 1, rov Zapwva. 

Ln oxvnone dieAderv éwo juwv, cum Vulg. 


CAP. X. 


TOLWY ehenuoovvac, cum Vulg. 

QOoEel TEPL WPAV EvaTHv. 

Diypova, o¢ erin. 

mapa Oadacoav. oc de axnAbev. MS. 1, rapa 
Saraccav o¢ Aadnoet pyuata mpog ce, ev oi¢ 
owlnon ov Kal TAG 6 OLKOG GoD. 

6 AaAwy avTy, cum Vulg. 

kat KataBaivoy oKevos, Wo 00. wey. Tecoapaly ap- 
nae Kabtepevov exe THE yNC- 

TavTa TA TETPAaTOda Kat éEpTETA THO yNC, Kat 
metewva, &c., cum Vulg. 

Kat evbug aveAnddy To cKevoc, cum Vulg. 

dov of avdpec ol, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 8, (dvepw- 
THOaVTES THY olKLav,) cum Vulg. 

tdov avdpec (nTovat ce. 

legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (zpoc¢ Tove avdpac 
eumev’ Ldov ey evt,) cum Vulg. 

corrigendum in Textu mendum Regie (do 
ddov Tov efvoucg Twv) ut MSS. 8, et Vulg. 

Ty 0O€ eravploy avaotac e&nA_e, cum Vulg. 

Tm O€ exavplov etonAver. 

eyeveTo Tov eloeAbery Tov wer. cum Vulg. 

NUNV THY EVVATYY Opav Tpocevxyowevoc, cum Vulg. 

desunt verba ila, (6¢ wapayevowevoc AaAnoet ool, ) 
cum Vulg. 

moto. ol ovvyAdov, cum Vulg. 

ev T ovouate Iyoov Xpt. MSS. 2, ev Ty ovoua- 
TL Tov Kupuov. 


CAP. XI. 


de kat dwrnc, cum Vulg. 

annyyetAe de, cum Vulg. 

legendum in Textu, ut MSS. 5, (eve lommyy kar 
perareupat,) cum Vulg. 

legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (eyo rg nunr,) 
cum Vulg. 

legendum ut MSS 8. in Tex. (we7’ avtwy roduc 
Te apOuoc,) cum Vulg. 

legendumin Tex. ut MSS. 8, (dveA@ew éwe Avti- 
ovevac,) cum Vulg, 

mpoomevelv ev T Kuptw, cum Vulg, 

nyayev ev Avrioxyevav, cum Vulg. 

x 


CAP. XII. 

Ver. MSS. 

5. 1. exrevacg ywouevn, cum Vulg. 

12. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (cvvaSpocopevor 
Kat Toocevyopevot,) cum Vulg. 

25. 2. dmreotpepar esc ‘lepovoaAnu TAnpwoarTec. 

25. 2. wsrectpepev erg Avtioyetay. 

25. 1. dmeorp. aro ‘lepovoaAnp, tAnp. cum Vulg. 

CAP. XIII. 
1. 1. noay de ev Avtioyera, cum Vulg. 
6. 2. de dAnv tHv vyoov, cum Vulg. 
6. 3. edpov avdpa twa weyay wevdorpod. 

10. 2. ov ravy dtaotpedwv, cum Vulg. 

15. 1. et Teg eoTe Aoyog ev duty, cum Vulg. 

17. 7. 6 Oeo0¢ Tov Aaov Tovtov e&eAetaTo. 

17. 1. 6 Geog Tov Aaov Tov Iopana e&. cum Vulg. 

Nee legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (dwwoev ev tp 
Tapotkia ev yn AtyvTTw,) cum Vulg. 

19. 7. KatexAnpovouncey avrote. 

23. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (yyaye rw lopanA,) 
cum Vulg. 

23. 5. owrnptav, Inoovy. 

26. 6. efarecradn. 

33. 1. tole TeKvolg Huwv, avactnoac, cum Vulg. 

34. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (troorpepen ete 

- dcadSopay,) cum Vulg. 

Al, ponendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5 (kat Savyacare, 
Kat apavicbyre.) 

41. 3. Kat Bavwacate, kat exiBAeWare, Kat adavicOyre. 

42, 2. eStovtwy de avtwv eve To perakv caBBator, n&ovv 
Ta cOvn. 

42. 1. mapexadovy AadnOnvat avtote Ta pnuata TavTa. 

45. 2. Aeyouevorg BAaodnuovyTec, cum Vulg. 

51. 2. twv rodwy ex’ avrovc, cum Vulg. 

52. 2. of te uabyrat exAnpovrTo, cum Vulg. 

CAP. XIV. 
2. 3. of de anewnoavrec, cum Vulg. 
8. 1. pnrtpo¢ avtov, 6¢ ovderore, cum Vulg. 

10. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (ry ¢wvy avaory- 
Ot exe Tove Trodac¢ cov,) cum Vulg. 

10. 2. ry dary, oor Aeyw ev TY ovouatt Tov Kupcov Inoav 
Xptorov avaor. 

13. 1. 6 Te lepeve tov Aroc, eum Vulg. 

fer = ak mcg avtotc, GAda Topevecbar ExaoTov etc Ta 
wdva. 

18. 4. non legunt, (dcatpyBovtwy de avtwv, Kat Oidac~ 
Kovtov,) cum Vulg. 

25. 1. Tov Aoyov Tov Kupiov, kate8, cum Vulg. 

28. 1. dcvetpeBov de ypovov, cum Vulg. 

Ws CAP. XV. 

2. 7. Kat Cytnoewe ovk oAcyne. 
6. 2. curnySyoar Te of arocroAot, cum Vulg. 

14. 2. Aaov Tw ovowate adtov, cum Vulg. 

16. 1. Kae ra kareotpaypeva, cum Vulg. 

17, 2. 6 rotwy Tavta, cum Vulg. 

17. 1. 6 rovwv Tavta yrwora an’ atwroc. d10 eyo, &e. 

18. ponendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (;vwora az’ atwvoc 
£0TL TW Osw TaVTa Ta Epya avTOV,) cum Vulg. 

18. 1. & eort yooota am atwvoc avy. 

23. 1. dva yeupog avtwv: of axoorodo1, cum Vulg. 

23. 1. Kae of xpeoBurepor adeAgor Tore, cum Vulg. 

94, legendum in Tex. ut habent MSS. 7 (6Te Tiveg 
e& juwv eFeA0ovrec,) cum Vulg. 

24. 1. dre twee efeAbovtec. 

24. 1. non legit (Aeyovrec meputeuvecbar, Kae THPELy 
Tov vowov) cum Vulg. 

29. expungenda e Tex. verba hc, que in nullis 
MSS. leguntur, (kav dca pun Gedere éavrore 
yevecbat, repose jun moverte,) cum Vulg. 

29. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (ev xzpagere,) cum 
Vulg. 

30mm 2s naga ecg Avreoy, cum Vulg. 

33. 1. xpog rove amootetAavrac avtTove, cum Vulg. 

a Touc adeAdove KaTa Tacay, cum Vulg. 

Je . 


Tov exikadovjuevov Mapkov, cum Vulg, 


VARIA LECTIONES. 


CAP. XVI. 

Ver. MSS, 

1, legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (kav wov wabnrne 
Tig HY exel,) cum Vulg., 

7. 3. eAOovtec de kata tnv Mvot. cum Vulg. 

7. 3. ev¢ tyv Bibvviav ropevecbat, cum Vulg. 

9. 4. kat xapaxadwy avtov kat, cum Vulg. 

10. 1. jag 6 Ge0¢, cum Vulg. MS. 1, evayyedccaodar 
avroic, cum Vulg. 

14. 2. tov Ocov, nkovcev, cum Vulg. 

17. 3. tw Mavaw cae t» Stag. MS. 1 addit, cae Huw. 

17. 2. xarayyeAdovow turv, cum Vulg. 

32. 1. tov Kupiov ovy rac, cum Vulg. 

33, ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 8, (az of av- 
Tov TavTe Tapaypnud,) cum Vulg. 

CAP. XVII. 
5. 2. Gydwoartec ce of arevSourrec lovdarot, kat Tpoo- 
AaBouevot Tov ayopatwv Tivac. 
5& 1. Gndwoavtec de of lovdazor, Kat TpoodaBomevot Tov 
ayopa.wy Tivac, cum Vuly. 

5. 3. xpoayayew etc tov dyuov, cum Vulg. 

7. iegendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (érepov evvar 
Inoovr,) cum Vulg. 

10. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (rov re ILavaov 
Kal. 

11. ares in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (evyeveotepot tov 
ev Oecoahoviky.) 

13. 2. cadevovtes kat tapaccovtec Tove oyAovc, cum 
Vulg. 

14. 1. fac ent ae Jadacoay, cum Vulg. 

18. 2. evnyyedslero avrouc, cum Vulg. 

25. 2 yeipev avOpworiver, cum Vulg. 

2526.1. Kat mvonv kat Ta mavta: emoince TE e& Evoc Trav 
e6voc av., cum Vulg. 

27. 2 Cnrew Tov Oeor, ec apaye, cum Vulg. 

27. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, («az ye ov wakpav.) 

30. 1. ravvy arayyeAret tore avBpwrore TavTac TavTa- 
Nov petavoew* Kavore eornoev, cum Vulg. 

34. 1. Kae érepoe roAAot ovy avto. 

CAP. XVIII. 
5. 2. ovvetyero To Aoyw 6 IavAoc, cum Vulg. 
5. 4. rotc lovdaworge evvar tov Xpiotov Incovy, cum 
Vulg. 
6, 3. ra lara avrov, cum Vulg. 
7. 1. Turov Iovorov, cum Vulg. 
1. 1. exabsoe de eviavzov, cum Vulg. 

15. 2. Cyrnuara eort, cum Vulg. 

15. 1. xpitne eyo Tovrwy, cum Vulg, 

17. 1. ravrec Swobervnv, cum Vulg. 

19. 1. deheyeto Tore Iovd. cum Vulg. 

21. 1. aAW amorakauevoc, Kat eitwy, Madly avaxayrpo 
mpoc vuac, Tov Oeov GEhovtos, avnxdn aro. 
eum Vulg. 

24. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (AroAAw¢ ovo- 
part) cum Vulg. 

25. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5 (ra reps tov In- 
cov) cum Vulg. 

25. 3. ta mepe Tov Kupiov. 

CAP. XIX. 
1. 1. kat edpery, &c., et ver. 2, evme de xpoc, cum Vulg, 
3. 1. 6 de eixev’ eve TL ovy, cum Vulg. 
4. 1. rovreotiy etc Tov Incovy, cum Vulg, 
8. 1. Kat reiAwr rept ty Baotderac, cum Vulg. 
9. 1. tyv ddov Tov Oeov evwriov. 

9. 1. rvpavvov, nec addit tevoc. 

13. 2 dpi tuac, cum Vulg. 

14. 1. noav de Tivog viot. 

16. 2. Kae Katakvpievoac augorte wv Loxvoev, cum Vulg. 

18. 1. rag dwapriag ator. 

25. 3. 4 evmopra yutv ects, cum Vulg. 

97. 1. AoysoOnoeTat, cum Vulg. 

29) legendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 8 (6An rn¢ 
ovyyvaews.) 

33. 1. Karaceicac rn xetpl, cum Vulg. 

35. 3. arOpurur, 6c, cum Vulg. 


1 


Ver. MSS. 5 
3. rnc weyadne Apreutdoc, cum Vulg. 
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scribendum in Textu ut lecunt MSS. 7, (azo 
dovvae Aoyov,) cum Vulg. 
TEpl THE GvoTpodHe TavTNC. 


CAP. XX. 


Kal TapakaAecac aoracapevocg Te e&nAde mopeve 
eofat et¢ Maxed. cum Vulg. 

ovvelteTo O€ aVTW LuTarTpoc. 

vv O& avTw Loratpoe Tupp. Beppotatoc, cum Vulg. 

ponendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 5, (odrae 
TpoeAGovrec,) cum Vulg. 

ovTot TpoceAbovrTec. 

OVLNYLEVOY HOV KAaoa, cum Vulg. 

el¢ THY Yacov. 

Ty Te ETEpa exeBaddAouev, cum Vulg. 

£i¢ Lawov' Kat Ty Exouevy nAGowev ev¢ McAntor, 
cum Volg. 

Ev OTpOyyvAEw. 

Kexptxe yap 6 TlavAoc, cum Vulg. 

Og de mapeyevovto duoOvuadoy mpo¢ avroy, cum 
Vulg. 

nepac, Ho emeBnv, cum Vulg. 

Tarewodpoovenc Kat dakpvev, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut lerunt MSS. 7, (Kae mto- 
TLV THY Eg TOV Kup., &C.) 

ain ovdevog TovTwy Aoyorv, cum Vulg, 

THY Wuyny TuyLLav. 

non addunt wera yapac, cum Vulg. 

KaSapoc eye ao Tov, cum Vulg. 

TpooeyeTe eavtotc, cum Vulg. 

ey olda, OTe evoeA. cum Vulg. 

vouteroy éva Exaorov tuwov, cum Vulg, 

deest vox (ade/Agor) cum. Vulg. 

Tw Ovvaery tuac erotkodounaat. 

pevnuovevety Te Tov Aoyov, &e., cum Vulg. 


CAP. XXI. 


avagavevtec de tnv. MS. 1, adbevtec. 

Kat KaTnASouev ev¢ Tupov. 

avevpovrec de Tovg wabytac. 

eSeAOovtec ol rept tov IlavAov nAdouen evs 

dnoac éavtov Tove rodac. 

tote arexpln 6 IlavAog Tt. 

tore arexpudy 6 ILavdAoc, kat eve’ Te. cum Vulg. 

Tapackevacapmevor aveBaivouey, cum Vulg. 

aouevac amedetavTo. 

pupadec erotv ev ToLc Iovdaotc, cum Vulg. 

desunt hee verba (udev rovovtov rypety avTove 
et jim) cum Vulg. 

Tore eyytoac 6 yiAvapyoc, cum Vulg, 

efeOTl [Ol ELTELY TL POC OF 

™ xElpt TOV Aaov. 

Tpocedaver TH ‘EGpaides 


CAP, XXII, 


ponendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 8 (d¢ kau 6 
apxXLEpeve [L01-) 

impressi cum Vulg. ¢ 6 apyrepeve jot. 

non legit, (Kae sudofor eyevovro,) cum Vulg, 

avnp evoeBn¢e KaTa Tov. 

feaptup avtov, cum Vulg. 

To ovowa avrov, cum Vulg. 

Iregsavov Tov aptvpoc cov, cum Vulg. 

non legit (ry avaipece: avtov) cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 6 (Apav- 
yavovrwy de avTwy.) 

eloayeotar ec THY Tape. cum Vulg. 

Asywv, Te meAdAerc Tocecy, cum Vulg. 

legendum in Textu, ut MSS. 5, (e¢ ov ‘Pepyacog 
el,) cum Vulg. 

deest vox, (avo Twv decpwv,) cum Vulg. 

Kat exedevoe ovvedtety Tove apylepetc, Kal Tray 
TO ovvedplov, Ka KaTayay. cum Vulg, 


CAP. XXIII. 
viog Papicaiwr, cum Vulg. 
xi 


VARLZ LECTIONES. 


drevoovy eyo tovnpov. MS. 1, rovypav, cum 
Vulg. 

El THY TEPL TOUTWY CyTHOLW. 

axovoal: avploy, dnow, axovon, &c., cum Vulg. 

eyw Oe kateAaBouny, cum Vulg. 

avtov de rovrov, cum Vulg 

meuTrery. Tepe ov, cum Vulg. 


CAP. XXVI. 


Kal CNTHLATwY erioTapevos. 

dEouat, Lakpodvuec, cum Vulg. 

eyxahovjat bro lovdarwy, BaotAev, cum Vulg. 

TATEpas Huov exayyedcac, cum Vulg. 

ev ol¢ mopevomevov, cum Vulg. 

TavTwoy Te KaTaT., cum Vulg. 

Aahovoay pot Ty ‘EBpaidt dvad., cum Vulg. 

6 de Kuptog exrev’ Eyw equt, cum Vulg. 

anayyeAAw petavoeww. 

ovAAaBopevot pe ovTa Ev TH Lepw. 

scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 7, (waprvp- 
oevoc puikp® Te, &e.,) cam Vulg. 

6 de ILavAoc, Ov patvouar, gnot, cum Vulg. 

6 de Ilavioc, Evgarunv av, cum Vulg. 

Kal EV OALY®, Kat Ev peyady, cum Vulg. 

kat aveatn 6 BactAevc kar 6, cum Vulg. 


CAP. XXVII. 

ATpauvTnve. 

peAhovtse Tew. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (ry te érepa,) 
cum Vulg. 

KatnAOomuev ecg Mupa. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (Govany avay- 
Snvat execbey,) cum Vulg. 

ToAAne Te actTLac, cum Vulg, 

Ol VaVTAL Tpocaveyely TWA. 

scribendum in Textu, ut MSS. 8 (ueradtaBew 
Tpoonc.) 

aro Tyg Kedadne aroderrat, cum Vulg. 

el¢ Ov EGovAevorTo, et dvvaivTo, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (avtove tov 
BovAnuaroc.) 


CAP. XXVIII. 
TOTE ereyvauEer, OTL, cum Vulg. 
gpvyaver te TAjOA0¢, cum Vule. 
Kabywato TNS HELPOE aVTOV. 
Kat extOerc Tac yetpac, cum Vulg. 
dre de nAPomev ev¢ Pounv, exetparn Tw Tava 
peeve kaP éavtov, &c., cum Vulg. 
ovyKarecacbat avrov Tove ovtac. 
Tevdov TE avtove Tepe Tov Incov, cum Vulg. 
TOUTO TO GwTNOLOY Tov Beov, cum Vulg. 
scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 7 (ev gay. 
Tole oucnTnoL.) 


seribendnm in Textu ut MSS. 8 («az agOaporav 
GnTovet.) 

et de ov lovdatoc, cum Vulg. 

corrigendum in Regia mendum, et scribendum 
ut MSS. 8, cae kavyacas ev Oew. 


CAP. II. 


TpwTov pev dre extor., cum Vulg. 
OTL ovk eoTt diKatoc, cum Vulg. 
Aoyiloueda yap, cum Vulg. 


CAP. IV. 


Ver. MSS. Ver. MSS. 

9. 2 Kal avacravtec TivEes TOV ypaypatewy Tov fepove| 18. 2. 

Tov Paploalov. 

9. 1. non legit (un Acowayouev cum Vulg. OO. 
11. 1. @apoec, nec addit, avd, cum Vulg. eee Ls 
15. 2. dnwe katayayn avtoy; cum Vulg. 25. 2. 
illpfe legendum in Textu, ut MSS. 8 (Tov veaviay| 25. 2. 

Tovroy) cum Vulg. eS 
22. corrigendum in Regia mendum, et legendum, 
(ylAcapyoc aredvae Tov veaviay,) cum Vulg. 
Q3. 1. orparwtac evorAove dtakootove, cum Vulg. 3s VL 
Q7. 2. e&erhouny pwabov, cum Vulg. oe oe 
28. 2. Boviopevoc re extyvwvat, cum Vulg. Ue Ps 
30. 2. ec Tov avdpa eceobar e& avTwr, é&. the 2k 
34. 2. avayvove de kar emepwtyoac, cum Vulg. ve 7 
CAP. XXIV. [ee 

1. 3. era mpeoBvtepur Tiver Kae pytopoc, cum Vulg. | 15. /3. 

3. 2. Kat diopSapatoy ywvouevor, cum Vulg. 20, 5. 

5. 2. oracec mact, cum Vulg. Bs We 

7. 3. pera rodAnc Brag ek THY YElpwrv Tuov annaye, Bp) 

KeAevoac Tove KAaTHYOpOUe avTov Epyecbar ETL 
cov’ Tap’ ov. PI Pie 
10. 6. Kpérny dixaov T@ eOver. PB, Me 
13. 2. dvvarvrat oor Tepe Ov., cum Vulg. PE 
15. 3. ececdar dixatwy Te Kat adixov, cum Vulg. 30m ls 
16. 4. ev Tovt@ Kat avTo¢g aokw, cum Vulg. 
16. 2. ovvesdnow exew, cum Vulg. 
16. ponendum in Textu ut legitur in MSS. 8, (xa| 2. 5. 
Tove avlpwrove dia mavroc,) cum Vulg. 2. 3 
19. 3. twee de aro tye Act., cum Vulg. 3 
19. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (ov¢ edee ere 
zov,) cum Vulg, ke 
22. 2. aveBareto de avtorc 6 OnE, axpyB., cum Vulg. | 12. 
23. 2. rypevofar avrov, cum Vulg. 
23. 2. admrnperely avTw, 7 pos. oy «(2 
26. 2. non legunt, (6mw¢ Avoy avrov,) cum Vulg. At it 
CAP. XXV. : 
2. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (oi apytepece nav | 34. 1. 
of mpwtot Twv,) cum Vulg. 39) 99. 

2. 2 6, Te apytepeve kas ol TpwrTot. 43. 

5. 2. ev tw avdpe atozov, cum Vulg. 

5. 5. ev Tw avdpt TovTy, KaTyyopEtTwoay. 

6. 2. muepac ov TAELove oKTw y Oeka, cum Vulg. 

6. 5. uepag wAeLove y deka. 1 i 

4%. 2. mepteotnoav avtov of aro., cum Vulg. Sle 

7. legendum in Tex. Gr. ut MSS. 6 (autiauara.) | 3. 4. 

7. 1. atiapata karagepovtec, & ove, cum Vulg. 8 I 

8. 1. Tov ILavAov aroAoyoumevov, drt, cum Vulg. 16 iL 

8. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (oure eve Karcapa 

juaptov,) cum Vulg. Uys ps 

8. 1. ovre eve Karcapa juaprov. oe A: 
15. 2. Kar’ avrov Karadixynv, cam Vulg. ete alll 
16. 1. avéporov, rpw 7 6. 29. 
17.) auveAOovtwy ovy evGade, cum Vulg. 

EPIST. AD ROMANOS, 
Ex Collatione Codicum Manuscriptorum viii. antiquorum. 
CAP. I. Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. 7. 
4. 1. tov mpoopiobevtoc, cum Vulg. 
13. scribendum in Textu ut lerunt MSS. 8, (cyoxac| 17, 9. 
ev vutv,) cum Vulg. 17. 
16. 1. To evayyedtov duvayuc yap, cum Vulg. 
16. 1. Tovdasw te kar ‘EAAnve. 
24. 1. vo rapedwxey avrove, cum Vulg. 
32. 2 Tov Oeov emtytvwokovTec. 9 9 
32. 1. ov povoy avta rotovytec, aAAa Kat ovvevdoxovy- é : 
TEG TOLC. 10. 3. 
2a ls 
; CAP. II. 
2. 1. odapev yap, ére To, cum Vulg. 
5. 1. Kararoxadupewc dtxacoxpiorac Tov Geov,cumVulg,| 16. 1. 


xu 


To éavTov coud vevexpouevor, cum Vulg. 


VARLA LECTIONES. 


CAP. V. 
Ver. MSS, 
2. 1. eoynnaper eve trav yapwv tavtny 
6. 1. evye Xpiotog ovtwv huwr. 


ll. 4, adda kat Kavyopeda ev Ty, cum Vulg. 
? CAP. VI. 
12. 2 eve rodraxovew rare ervvyuware avtov, cum Vulg. 
17. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (sanxovoate de 
&k kapdlag,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. VII. 
4, 1. st¢ ro yeveobar duac éTepw Tw ex, cum Vulg. 
7. 6. epovuer; 6 vouoc duaptia, cum Vulg. 
9. scribendum in Tex, ut MSS. 8, (7 aywapria ave- 
Cnoev,) cum Vulg. 
20. 4. e ded ov eho, TovTo row, cum Vulg. 
22. 1. Tw vou Tov voog Kata. 
25. 1. yapic Tw Ow dia Inoov Xprorov. 
25. 1. yapic de Tw Oey. ° 
CAP. VIII. 
6. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (ro yap ¢povnua 
TNG-) 
ite seribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (dca ro evol- 


Kovpv avtov IIvevma ev dutv,) cum Vulg. 


1. 1. dta rou evorxovvtog avtov Uvevuarog ev dur. 

23. 1. Kae avtoe ev éavtoie ovarevatoper. 

23. 1. orevatowev, cum Vulg. 

26. 1. ty aobevere juwv, cum Vulg. 

28. 1. ovvepyet 6 Geog ev¢ ayafov. 

34. 1. Xptorog Inoove 6 aro¥aver, cum Vulg. 

34. 1. pardov de eyeptetc. 

34. 1. 6¢ ectw ev dedta Tov Ocov, cum Vulg. 

@APAUX. 
4. 1. xat7 dtaSnxn, cum Vulg. 

23. 1. iva yvepity Tov zAovrov, cum Vulg. 

23. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (ka xaduc 
mpoetpnkev Hoaiac,) cum Vulg. 

32. 1, adn dc c& epywv: xpocexowarv yap, cum Vulg. 


CAP. X. 


rep aVTwY el¢ cwTHpLay, cum Vulg. 

Kal THY LOLaV CyTovYTEc oTHOaL, cum Vulg. 

CnoeTa ev avty, cum Vulg. 

adha Tt Aeyer 7 Tpadn; Eyyve cov, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8,(7Tpadn. IlLac¢ 
6 mLoTevwr,) cum Vulg. 


TpCO Sx, G9 ibk 
tet et et 


17. 1. dea pyatoc Xpictov, cum Vulg. 
EPIST. I. AD 
CAP. I. 
Ver. MSS. 
9. ponendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 8, (rou Yiov 
avtov Ijcov Xptorov tov Kvptov jyuwv,) cum 
Vulg. 
18. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (6 Aoyog yap 6 
Tov oTavpov.) 
22. 2. onpera arovor, cum Vulg. 
CAPS IT. 
2. 2 dtu To pvortnptov Tov Veov. 
4. 4, ovk ev wevbo. 
9. 1. dca 7roacerv 6 Ozoc. 
11. 2. «az Ta Tov Geov ovdetc Eyvox. 
13. 1. ovk ev didakrtkolc. et mox, AAW’ ev didakrikorc. 
13. 2 a@Aw ev didaxtowg mvevpatoc, TvEevwatiKolc, cum 
Vulg. 
13. 1.) mvevpatixwg mvevpatixa. 
: CAP. III. 
3. . KGL epic, ovye oapkiKot core; cum Vulg, 
4, 1. ovye avOpwro: eote; cum Vulg. 


CAP. XI. 
Ver. MSS. 

2. 1. xara tov lopand. Kupte, rove, cum Vulg. 

3. 1. ra Q&ovaorypia cov Kateck., cum Vulg. 

6. 1. ex de e& epywv ovnete yapic: eet TO epyov ouKeTe 
EoTL Yaple. 

CAP. XII. 
20. 1. aA cay rewa 6 evSp., cum Vulg. 
CAP. XIII. : 

1. 1. ai de ovoat ro Tov Oeov Teray., cum Vulg. 

3. 1. g0Bo¢ Tw ayalw epyw, adAa TH KakY. 

a) scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (ro yap, Ov 
foLyevoete, ov hovevoete, ov KAeWerc, ov Wevdo- 
papTupnosic, ovk extOvunoecc,) cum Vulg. 

10. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (kaxov ovk epya- 
Cera.) 
10. 1. Kakov ov Katepyaterac. 
11. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (vey yap eyyv 
Tepov,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. XIV. 

6. 1. non legit (Kae 6 py gpover tyv juepav Kupiw ov 

gpover,) cum Vulg. 
dil; scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (av yovv, Kat 
maca yAwooa, &c.,) cum Vulg. 
13. 1. Tw adeAdw eve oxavdadov. 
14. 5. ev Kupww Inoov, cum Vulg. 
15. 1. et yap Ova Bowpua, cum Vulg. 
18. 1. 6 yap ev rovtTw dovAevor, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XV. 

4. 1. dca yap sypadn, mavta evo THv yueTEepav didac- 
KaAlay eypagn. 

8. 1. Aecyo yap, cum Vulg. 

14, 2. Kat aAAniove vovferew, cum Vulg. 

ie scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8(ra zpoc tov Oeov.) 

18. 1. ov yap ToApo te Aare, cum Vulg. 

18. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (e0vor, roy 
Kat epyw,) cum Vulg. 

19. 1. mvevuaroc. wore pe. 

20. 1. otra de grAotmovpat. 

24. 1. non legit (eAevoowar rpo¢ duac,) cum Vulg. 

29. 1. evdoytac Xptorov edevoopac. 

31. 1. Kae 4 dwpopopra wov 7 ev lepovoaAnu, cum Vulg. 

CAP. XVI. 

3. 4. Tlpioxav kat, cum Vulg. 

15. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (Nypea. rae tyv.> 


16. 2. ai exxAnovas waoas Tov Xptorov, cum Vulg. 
CORINTHIOS. 
Ver. MSS. 
5. 1. reovv eorw AmoAdwc; tr de cote TlavAoc; Ala. 
5 KOvol, OV Ov. 
13. 2. To mvp avto dokiacer. 
CAP, LV. 
6. 1. dep & yeyparrat 
17 2. tac ev Xpioty Inoov, cum Vulg. 
CAP. V. 
ovde ev Tole eOveowv, Wore, cum Vulg. 


iva apdy ex. 

EYO MEV WC ATO. 

exkabapate Thy Tadatay Cou., cum Vulg 

ov TaVvTwY ToLE Topvotc, cum Vulg. 

ponendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (7 zopvoe, 
TAEovEekTnc, n ELdwAoAatpnc, n AoLdopoc, n fLe= 
Svooc, n dpras,) cum Vulg. 


Peet se hoe 
at et et AD 


a 


12. 1. re yap moe rove e&o Kpt., cum Vulg. 

1635 legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (6 Oeo¢ kpeves) 
cum Vulg. 

13. 2, egapare rov tovnpov, cum Vulg. 
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CAP. XII. 


&¢ avnyecbe aray., cum Vulg. 

avabeua Igoove, et mox, Kupiog Inoove, cum Vulg. 

étepw TloTle ev T@, cum Vulg. MOX, tauaTwv ev 
Tw évt Tve., cum Vulg. 

Kat mavtec év mvEevua erorto. 

TW VoTEpovpery TL TEpLocoTEpoVv JovC. 

Ta Yaplowara Ta petCova. 


CAP. XIII. 
4 ayarn ov (nro, ov meprepeverat, cum Vulg. — 
scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (ov ¢yre to 
éavTne.) 
ov ¢nret Ta Eavtgc, cum Vulg. 
ov (ytet To pn éavtyg. 
ék fepovg yap ytv., cum Vulg. 
To TeheLov, To ek epovc, cum Vulg, 
aptt O¢ Ov’ econTpov. 


CAP. XIV. 


StaotoAny oSoyyov pn. 

kat ovdev agwvoy, cum Vulg. ic 

Aoyove TH vot pov Aadnoat, cum Vulg. 

wetheow éETEpwor. ’ 

TAVTOV. TA KpUTTa THC Kapd., cum Vulg. 

ponendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (xpo@nrae de dvo 
7 Tpetc,) cum Vulg. 

legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (ka®? é&va mav- 
Tec Tpodntevely,) cum Vulg. ; 

KQL TVEULA TPOPNTWV. 

ai yuvatkec ev Tac, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut legunt MSS. 5, (dare 
adeAdor Cndovre,) cum Vulg. 

mavra de evaynuovec, cum Vulg. 


CAP. XV. 


Tivec Oe exolunOnoav, cum Vulg. 

legendum in Tex, ut MSS. 5 (domepec tw ex- 
TPOLATL.) : ; 

OOTEPEL TG EKTP. 

aA’ 7 xaptc Tov Oeov avy euor, cum Vulg. 

legendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (de car wevdo- 
Haprupec Tov Geov,) cum Vulg. 

non legit, (eyevero,) cum Vulg. 

Kavynolv adeAdor nv, cam Vulg. 

tuov Aarw. 

EL EOTL OWA WUYLKOV, EOTL KAL TYEVLATLKOV, CUM 
Vulg. 

6 devtepog avSpwrog ef ovpavov. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (gopecopev 
Kat,) cum Vulg. 

Tov cov, Oavare, To viKog; Tov cov, Oavare, To 
Kevtpoy, cum Vulg. 


CAP. XVI. 


Kata wav oaBBarov, cum Vulg. 

6, TL av EvodwOy. 

Tapayevapuat mpoc tuac, ove. 

eArilw yap ypovoy, cum Vulg. 

Tov Kuptov juwov Inoovv Xptoroy, et mox, rov 
Kvpiov dur, cum Vulg, 


EPIST. AD II. CORINTHIOS, 


CAP. VI. 
Ver. MSS. 
2. 2. 7 ove ovdare, rt, cum Vulg., iidem MSS., cov 
vOveL. 
5. 1. tur Aeyo. 
8. 2. Kat Tovto adeAdove, cum Vuly. 
14. 1. Kat nwa e€nyetpe dua. ; 
20. 1. non legit, (Kae ev Tw mvEevpaTe twoOY, aTWa EOTL 
tov Qeov,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. VII. 
3. 1. tyv odetAnv arodidoTa, cum Vulg. 
5. Jl. enero avto 7te, la. 
14, 1. 4 yuvn 7 amtotog ev TH adeAdy. 
17. 1. éxaorTw w¢ epepicev 6 Qeoc. 
33. 1.) tm yuvarke, Kae pewepiorat, cum Vulg. 
35. 5. mpoc To evaynuov Kat evmpooedpov. 
37. 2. ev ty Kapdsa adrov, yn. cum Vulg. 
38. 1. Gore Kae 6 yautlwv tHv map0evoy éavTov, Kahwe 
TOWNGEL Kal O UN ya"Lllwv, KpELooOY TOLNCEL. 
39. 1. dederat e¢’ coor. 
40. 2. dokw yap k¢yo. 
CAP. VIII. 
4, 1. kat dre ovdere Geog ec en eic, cum Vulg. 
7% 1. ty ovvndera tov evdwdov. MS. 1, tiveg yap ty 
ovvy Sela. 
CAP. IX. 
8. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (ravta Aadw 5) 
10. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (ogecAer 6 aporpt- 
ov.,) cum Vulg. 
10. 1. kau 6 ahowy en’ eAmide Tov werevery, cum Vulg. 
13. 1. Ta ex Tov lepov eodiovaly, cum Vulg. 
18. 1. To evayyedwor, eve To wn KaTay., cum Vulg. 
21. 2. Tow tro vopoy o¢ dro vouov, un wy avto¢g dro 
vouov, iva Tove, cum Vulg. 
23. 2. marta de row dra to, cum Vulg. 
CAP.. X. 
Ue scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (6 Aaoc dayew 
KQL TLELV.) 
11. 2. ravra turikw¢ ovveBaivoy, cum Vulg. 
13. 3. dvvaroc de 6 Beoc, O¢ ovK. 
14, scribendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 5, (dcorep 
ayarnrot gov,) cum Vulg. 
16. 1. to xornpiov tHe evyaplotiac. 
16. 1. ovye kotvwria Tov Xptorov eotiw; et mox, ovye 
Kowwvea Tov Xptotov tore. 
19. 1. dre evdwAobutov TL eoTty, n OTL ELdwWAOY TL EOTLY 3 
cum Vulg. 
28. 1. rTovto lepobutoy eott. 
28. 1. non addit, (rov yap Kupiov 7 yn, kat To TANpwLa 
avtne,) cum Vulg. 
30. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (e¢ ey yapiti,) 
cum Vulg. 
CAP. XI. 
4. 1. Kadvpya Kata kedadne exor. 
14. 1. ovde 7 dvate avtn didacker, cum Vulg. 
2 1. exaww vuac ev Tovry, cum Vulg. 
26. 1. kat to moTnpioy muvyTe, cum Vulg. 
31. 1. « de éavtovc, cum Vulg. 
CAP. I, 
Ver. MSS. 
5. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (dra rov Xpuc- 
TOV.) 
8. 1. rH¢ yevouerng ev Th Aoia, cum Vulg. 
12. 1. kat ovk ev codia, cum Vulg. 
15. 2. iva devrepav yapay eynte. MS. 1, iva rac dev- 
TEepayv Yap eyNTE. 
16, scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (dveAPew suc 


Maxedoriay,) cum Vulg, 
xiv 


Ver. MSS. 

he eR 
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208 eh. 
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TovTo ovy Boviouevoc, cum Vulg. 

© mpog dag OVK EoTl vat Kat ov. 

Ev QUTw TO vat JLo Kat OL avTOU TO aunY TY OEW, 
cum Vulg. 


CAP. II. 


legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (iva un eABav Arm 
THY exw ag’.) 
1 


fe : 
Pr VARIAL LECTIONES. 
: $i a 
Ver. MSS Ver. MSS. 
sd, impressi et Vulg. legunt (iva yn eAdov Avanv | 12. 1. ryv trep jyuwv mpoc juac. 
emt Aury oY.) 12. 1. ray omovdyy jor thy drEp Juwv mpog dag. 
— 16. 2 ek Pavarov eve Savatov, mox, ex Conc ev¢ Conv' | 14. 2 ev adndea eyevnOn. 
Bea LT. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (ov yap eopev, CAP. VIII 
tye O¢ of moAAot,) cum Vulg. q g 
Ps 4, 3. non legunt, (defaodar juac,) cum Vulg. 
m ‘ CAP. Ill. 12. 1. Kado eav exy, evrpoodextoc, cum Vulg. 
1. 2. xpo¢ duac n 2 tuwv; 4% exotoAn, cum Vulg. 18. scribendum in ‘Tex. ut MSS. 8 (00 6 erawog ev 
4A. 1 kas eyyeypappevn ov wedavi, cum Vulg. TH EvayY-) 
9, -scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 6, (meprooever | 19-1. ev ty yapere Tavry ty. 
dvaxovea,) cum Vulg. 21. 1. xpovoormer yap cada, cum Vulg. 
F. 14, 1. aype yap tne cnuepor ruepac To avto, cum Vulg. 22. 1. merodnoet de TOAAy TH. 
24. 1. drep duor, evderEacVe exc. 
CAP. IV. CAP. IX ‘ 
6 legendum in Textu ut MSS. 6, (evcav tov Ocov . ; : 
iy 8 ov yap édvrove,) eum Vulz. ‘| 4. 1. non addit, (ry¢ kavynoewe,) cum Vulg. 
10. 2. tv vexpwow Tov Inoov, cum Vulg. te yi Tip DOETED EA eas » cum Vulg. ¢ 
: 14. 1. 6 eyepac Tov Ijoovy, cum Vulg. Phe est RON TOR EE ry, ie Seite een rene? ae 
14. seribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (dca Inoov eye- oe. tl ee be ‘Val 
. pe0,) cum Vulg, : . Xapic T~ Oew, cum Vulg. 
16. 5. @AW 6 eowSev avakawovrat. CAP. X. 
7 1. ec tic doket weroutevat. 
i ; . CAP. V. 7. 1. xadw eg’ Eavtov, cum Vulg. 
5. 2. 6 dove muy Tov, cum Vulg. : 9. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 7 (Iva pn dokw.) 
10. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (éxaorog tra dka} 9, 1. fa de yn dow, cum Vulg, 
TOV OWLATOC.) 
10. impressi et Vulg. Lat. lerunt, ra dia tov owuatoc. CAP. XI. 
12. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (xavyyuaroc|] 6. 1. gavepwoarrec. 
p OEP HLLWV.) 13: scribendum in Textuut MSS. 8 (evdarooroAot.) 
15. 2. tw brep ravtwy arofavorvtt. MS. 1, tT» vrep| 31. 3. tov Kupuov quo Incov, cum Vulg. 
QUTOY TAVTOV. 32. 1. non addit, JeAwy, cum Vulg. 
16. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (adda vuv oveere 
: ywookouev,) cum Vulg. CAP. XIL 
19. 2. o¢ 671 6 Oeog nv. 1. 1. ov ovpdepor per, edevoopuat de Kat eve. 
11. 1. non addit, cavyopevoc, cum Vulg. 
CAP. VI. iN). scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (xare:pyacOy ev.) 
1. 2. cvvepyouvtec de mapakadovuev, cum Vulg. 14. 5. «wdov rpitov éroipoc. 
Il. 1. 7 yap Kapdca juorv. 14, scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, («av ov xata- 
14. 1. 9 T0¢ Kowore dwt, cum Vulg. vaprnow vuwv,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. VII. R CAP. XIII. 
8. 1. et de kat perepedAounr, BAeTo, OTL, K.T. A. 1. 4. zpitov epyowar mpog vac. 
rr scribendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 7 (katesp-} 2. 1. kat axwy voy Tore TponuaptyKool, cum Vulg. 
yaoaro buy.) 4, 1. kat yap Kae juere acbevoruev, cum Vulg. 
“id bs 1. Karepyacure ev jucv, cum Vulg. 4. 1. non addit, eve dyuac. 
ll. 2. dyvove evar To Tpaypati, cum Vulg. 5. 6. et pen Te adoximot. 
12. scribendum in Tex, ut legunt MSS. 7, (ty7v} 9. 1. yatpouev yap, 674, cum Vulg 
orovdny vuov thv dTEP Tuwv evwriov tov} 11. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 7 («az 6 @eo¢ tng 
Qeov,) cum Vulg. ayarn¢g Kat Elpnvns.) 
EPIST. AD GALAT. 
CAP. I. Ver. MSS. 
‘er. MSS. 16. 1. edoreg de, drt ov dtxatovrat, cum Vulg. 
oe 4. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (dep rwv duap- 
Tov Huov,) cum Vulg. CAP. III. 
9. 6. etic tua evayyedicerat. ho 3; eBaoknve Ty adntere 1. 
10. 1. e ert avOpwrore ypeockov, cum Vulg. ie scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (dre de ev voug 
Wl. 1. yropilo yap tv, cum Vulg. ovdece.) 
15. 1. evdoxyoev 6 adopioac pe, cum Vulg. 12) ol aon Cnoerat, cum Vulg. 
17. 1. ovde arnrdov etc ‘ep. 15. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (adeAdot xara 
18. 1. floropnoa Kndav. avdpurov Aeyo,) cum Vulg. 
Q1. 1. 6% nAOov eve ta KAtuarta. 16. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (ov Aeyer, kat 
Tole oTeppaciy,) cum Vulg, 
CAP. II. 16. legendum in Textu, ut MSS. 8, («az tw ovrep- 
6. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (av¥purov ov part cov, dc,) cum Vulg. 
AapuBavet,) cum Vulg. 17. 2. non addunt ev¢ Xpsorov, cum Vulg. 
7. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (Ilerpo¢ rnc} 19. 1. yapw ereby, cum Vulg. 
TEPLTOUNC.) 21. 1. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (ovTw¢ av ex vo- 
10. legendum in Tex. ut MSS, 8 (wovov tov rraywr.) pov nv,) cum Vulg. : 
ll. 2 dre de nASe Knoac. 22. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (7 ypadn ra 
13. 1. avrw of Aouroe Lovdator, cum Vulg. MavTa.) 
13. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (Gore nat Bapva- | 23. Jegendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (po rov de &/- 
; Bac,) cum Vulg. Sew Tyv,) cum Vulg. . 
14, 1. 26. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (ravre¢ yap viot,, 


evtov Ty Knog extpootev, cum Vulg. 
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VARLZ LECTIONES. 


legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (e: de weve Xpro- 
zov,) cum Vulg. 


CAP. IV. 


corrigendum in Tex. mendum Regie, et scriben- 
dum ut MSS. 8, (yevouevoe vrr0 vowov,) cum 
Vulg. 

Prben dane in Textu ut MSS. 7, (67u de eore 
viot,) cam Vulg. 

Kat KAnpovopoc dia Ocov, cum Vulg. 

KQL TOV TELPATLOV wy EV TH CapKL Lov, cum Vulg, 

mov ovy 7v, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (iva avrove 
Cnhovre.) 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (aA2’ 6 pev ex,) 
cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (avrae yap evoe 
Svo dtabnkat.) 


Ver. MSS. 
25. 3. rode Ayap dua. 
26. 1. pytnp jor, cam Vulg. 
CAP. V. 
3. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (rov voor mot- 
noat,) cum Vulg. 
3. 1. Tov vouov mAnpwcat. 
14. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (G¢ ceavrov,) 
cum Vulg. 
18. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (ov« eote tro 
vouov,) cum Vulg. 
al. legendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (d mpodeyo vytr,) 
cum Vulg. 
26. 3. mpoxadovuevor, cum Vulg. 
CAP. VI. 
il scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (cay naz mpo- 
AngOy,) cum Vulg. 
2. 1. avardAnpwcere, cum Vulg. 


EPIST. AD EPHES. 


CAP. I. 


Tolg ayLlolc Tact Tolc, cum Vulg. 

NC EXAPLITWOEV. 

Kat kadioac ev deta abrov ev Tole ovpavotc. 

Kat Kadicac avtov ev degia Eavtov Ev Tole EeToup. 


CAP. II. 


Tole TapaTTomacl Kat Talc enLOvuLalc. 

Kat Eevor Tov exayyedtov tye dvadnKye, edna. 

Kae elonvnv Tole eyyvc, cum Vulg. 

GA? eote ovproAitat Twy, cum Vulg, 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (ev @ maca 
otxodopen.) 


CAP. III. 


scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (irep tuov 
TOV TLOTOY.) 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 6, (ev mvevyare. 
eval Ta,) cum Vulg. 

od eyevouny eyo OLak. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS, 8, (ravroy 
aytov edoOy,) cum Vulg. 

eV OUpaV® Kat ETL. 

iva TAnpwby Tay To TANpOLa. 

Kat ev Xptotw Inoov, cum Vulg. 


CAP. IV. 
Kaos exAndnte, cum Vulg, 


Ver. MSS. 
6. 1. Kae dca ravTwv ev raolv. évt de. 
7. 3, edoOn yvapic. 
HE scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (ude dtdore.) 
28. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (70 aya¥ov tasg 
NeEpow.) 
28. 1. Tro ayabov rare wratc yepow. 
32. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (kaBwe cat 6 
Ge0¢ ev XpioTw exaptoato Huy,) cum Vulg, 
CAP. V. 
5. corrigendum in Tex. ex MSS. 3, cum Vulg, 
(Tovto yap tore ylvwokorTec.) 
5. 3. 6 eat eldwAoAatpyc, eum Vulg. 
9. 1. 6 yap kaproc Tov dwroc, cum Vulg. 
15. 2. BArerete ovy axpiBoc Tac TepiTaretTe. 
23. 1. rye exkAnowac, avtoc, ZwTyp Tov cwpaToc, cum 
Vulg. é, 
28. Lleiras aed xa of audpeg, cum Vulg. 
29. 2. KaSwo kat 6 Xptotog tyv, cum Vulg. 
CAP. VI. 
2. 1. Kae tHv untepa cov, cum Vulg. 
9: legatur in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (67 kat duov avtor 
6 Kvptoc.) 
9. 1. 6re kat tuor Kae avtwy 6 Kuptoc, cum Vulg. 
16. 2. ev raow avadaBovtec, cum Vulg. 


EPIST. AD PHILIPP. 


CAP. I. 


er. MSS. 


8. 
11. 
14, 
23. 


26, 


2 
1 
4, 
1 
2 


Lara 


paptue yap jot eoriv 6, cum Vulg. 

dtxacoovyng dia Incov Xpiorov, eum Vulg. 

agboBw¢ Tov Aoyov Aadew. 

ToAAy yap Kpetooov. MS. 1, rodAw yap paddov 
Kpelooor. 

DOV TEpLooEvon EV. 


CAP. II. 


EKGOTOG OKOTOVYTOC, aAAa Kat Ta ETEpOY. 

gpoverte ev vjuwv, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (drnxovoare, 
PN OC Ev TH Tapovore jov povoy, adda vuv 
TOAAW feaddov,) cum Vulg, 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (yopie yoyyve- 
por kat diahoytouwr,) cum Vulg, 

Xvi 


Ver. MSS. 
19. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (iva xeyw evru. 
xo;,) cum Vulg. a a 
26. 3. mavrac duac dew. 
CAP. IIf. 
3. 1. of mvevuate Oew Aatpevorrec, cum*Vulg. 
Rl Oo ea) THY eSavacraol THY EK vEeKpwv, Cum Vulg. 
12. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (smep rov 
Xptorov Ijcov,) cum Vulg. 
13. 5. ovmw AoyiCouar xareca. 
CAP. IV. 
3 scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (vat gpurw nae 
oe,) cum Vulg. 
13. 1. ev ty evduvayovrte we. tAnr, cum Vulg. 
23, 1. pues PETA TOV Tvevuatoc Suov. aunv, cum 
ulg. 


1 


t 


VARIZ LECTIONES. 


EPIST. AD COLOSS. 


CAP. If. 
Ver. MSS. 
2. 1. crpBiBaoSevtec, cum Vulg. 
2. 1. Tov Ozov cat Tatpo¢ tov Xpiorov. 
ll. 1.) ev ty arexducet Tov cwparoe tye capkoc, cumVulg. 
13. 1. ovvefworoiqoev ovy avtw, cum Vulg. 
15. 1. OprauPevoag avrag ev. 


21. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (un apy, unde 
yevon, unde Aryn¢,) cum Vulg. 


CAR LL: 


13. 1. «até Kuptog exapioaro, cum Vulg. 

15. 1. Kae 4 evpyyn Tov Xprorov, cum Vulg. 

16. 1. ev rate kapdiace dor To Oey, cum Vulg. 
18. 6. rove wrote avdpacw. 

21. 1. of marepec un mapopyicere Ta. 


24, scribendum in extu ut MSS. 8, (ecdorec, dre 
aro Kvpiov,) cum Vulg. 


24, 5. Anpeote tHv avtarodooy. 
CAP. IV. 
1. 1. Kvpioy ev ovpavw, cum Vulg. 
3. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (avoiéy nyev 
Svpay,) cum Vulg. 
12. 1. rehevor kat meTAnpodpopnuevos 
THESSALON. 
CAPS IV: 
Ver. MSS. 
1. 2. iva kabu¢ rapeAaBete, &e., reptocevnte padAov 
9. 1. ov xpetav exouev ypaderv, cum Vulg. 
ll. 2. rave yepow tuov, cum Vulg. 
13. 2. rept TwY Komwopevor. 
18. 1. ev tote Aoyotg Tovrore Tov IIvevpatoc. 
CAP. V. 
1. 2. avec yap vpetc viot dwtoc, cum Vulg. 
15. 1. dtwxete erg aAAnaove Kae ec, cum Vulg. 
21. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (wavra de doxe 
patere,) cum Vulg. 
24. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (6c Kae roinoet. 


adeAgot mpocevyeote,) cum Vulg, 


EPIST. II. AD THESSALON. 


CAP. I. 
Ver. MSS. 
2. 4. rote ev KodAacoatc. 
7. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7 (xaSo¢ kav 
euabere.) 
7. 1. kadoc euadere. 

10. 5. Tn extyvwoes Tov Oeov. 

12. 1. tw Kadecavre juac. MS.1, te Kadecavte Kat 
ikavwoavtt. 

14, scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (ry arodutpw- 
owv Ota TOV aiuatog avTov, THY adeotv,) cum 
Vale. 

15. 1. xpwrotoKog tye KTicEwe. 

18. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (xa avtog eotiv 
i) KepaAn.) 

20. scribendum in Textu ut MSS.8 (aroxaradaakar 
Ta TavrTa.) 

26. 2. yevewr, 6 vuv edavepw6n. 

27. corrigendum in Tex. Regia mendum, et legen- 
dum (tov vornpiov Tovrov) ut MSS. 8. 

18. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (kac didackovte¢ 
Tavta avopwrov ev racy oogia, bya TapaoTn- 
oouev ravta avpwrnov tedevov ev XpioTw 
Inoov,) cum Vulg. 

EPIST, I. AD 
CAP. I. 
Ver. MSS. 
7. 1. tvrov ract, cum Vulg. 
ic seribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (kas ev ty 
Ayaie,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. II. 
8. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (ayarnrot 
jv) cum Vulg. 

12. 3. eug To wepirarely tuac. 

15. 1. av8poroie evavtiovpevor, cum Vulg. 

20. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 (7 dofa juwv 
Kat 7 Yapa.) 

CAP. III. 
3. 1. Tov pndeva cawecbar, cum Vulg. 
CAP. I. 
Ver. MSS. 
8. 1. ev gdoye rvpoc, cum Vulg. 
CAP. II. 
2. 2. 4 yepa Tov Kupsov, cum Vulg. 
EPIST. I. 
CAP. I. 
Ver, MSS. 
1. 3. «Kar enitayny Beov Zwrnpog juwv, Kat Kupcov 
Inoov Xptotov. 
1. 2. Kar’ extrayny Tov Zwrnpoe 7juwv Oeov Kav. 
2 2. ano O«eov Ilatpoc, kat Xpiorov Inoov tov, cum 
Vulg. 
9. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6 (marpadoiate kar 
Lntpadovate.) 
12. seribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (Tr evdvvapw- 


cavre pe Xpiory Incov,) cum Vulg, 


Vor. f. 


Ver. MSS. 
4. 3. tov Ocov kaSioat. 
16. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS, 8, (kau dove mapa 
KAnow atwviav,) cam Vulg. 
CAP. III. 
4, 1. kat erouqoare Kat TolnoeTe. 
AD TIM. 
Ver. MSS. 
16. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (mporp ev 
devEnrat,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. II. 
a scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (av8purog 
Xptorog Inoovc,) cum Vulg. 
OF scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (um ev mAeyya- 
ov, n Xpvow,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. III. 
12. 1. rexvow kadov. 


xvi 


VARIA LECTIONES. 


CAP. IV. Ver. MSS. 


Ver. MSS 14, scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6 (Govdoyat de 


VEWTEPAC Yael.) 


6. 1. Karty Kady ddackada, 7, cum Vulg. Vule. 
16. 1. mpoceye ceavty Kar Ty, cum Vulg. 14. 2. Bovdouar ovy vewrepag, cum g 
CAP. VI. 
CAP. V. 12. 3. eve nv Kat ExAnOye, Kat. ; 
4 scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (rovto yap ere | 16. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (@ tTiuy Kas 
arodextov,) cum Vulg. kpatoc,) cum Vulg. 
EPIST. I. AD TIM. 
CAP. I. Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. 14. 2. ev oi¢ euabec Kat oi¢ errorevinc, curn Vulg. 
4, scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6 (iva yapacg mAj-|16. 1. eomvevoroc eotiy wdeAtsoc, cum Vulg. 
poba.) We scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (e&ypriopevoc,) 
CAP. Il. cum Vulg. 
14. 1. evwroy tov Geov. CAP. IV. 
CAP. III. 13. 2. patsora de tag weuBpavac, cum Vulg. 
9; scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 6, (aAd’ ov mpo- | 19. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (IIptoxay xaz 
Kowovo.y ért mAetov,) cum Vulg. Axvaav,) cum Vulg. 
EPIST. AD TIT: 
CAP. I. 
Ver. MSS. 
10. 2. vot yap moAAvt avuroraKrot. 
EPIST. AD PHILEM. 
Ver. MSS. Ver. MSS. 
6. 5. ev emtyvwoet mavtoc ayavou. ll. 1. wove de kat cor Kae euot evyp., cum Vulg. 
is scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7 (yapiv yap | 23. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 6, (6 ovr- 
EVOUEV.) aiypadwtog pov ev Xptotw Iyoov,) cum 
7. 1. yapav yap exouev, cum Vulg. Vulg. 
EPIST. AD HEBR. 
CAP. I. CAP. VII. 
Ver. MSS. Ver. MSS. 
a. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (ew eoyarov} 1. apponendus articulus in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (row 
TOV juspov,) cum Vulg. Ocov Tov tioTov.) 
3. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (ev dedia ty¢ | 17. 2. paprupectar yap. 
peyadwovrns,) cum Vulg. 25. legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (ece ro evrvyyav- 
ely UTEP AUT.) 
CAP. II. 27. 1. éavtov mpoceveyxac. 
7. %. desunt hee verba (kat katestyoac avTov emt Ta 
EPYA THY YELPWY COV.) CAP. VIII. 
CAP. III. 6. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (rerevye Acc. 
: : TOUPYLaC, VOW KaL KpetTTovoc,) cum Vulg. 
10. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 («ase evrov, aet.) 11. Berthondena in Tex. ut legunt ee 5, Gera 
CAP. IV. TOV wAnovov abrov, kat éxaoTo¢,) cum Vulg. 
2. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, («adarep fF dl: ngs Tey GLAapTLOV aVTwY OV un prnoOw ETL, CUM 
Kaxetvot,) cum Vulg. ee: 
7. 2. Kawe mpoeipynker, onwepov, eav. 
8 corrigendum in Textu ut. lerunt MSS. 8, (wera CAR AX. 
TavTa tuepac,) cum Vulg. 1. 2. etye wev ovy  mpwrn oKnyn. 
1. 2. ewye wev ovy 9 TpwTN Otkatapuara. 
CAP. V. 1. 1. euye pev ovy 7 mpwtn diabnkn. 
4, 4. add’ 6 karovpuevoc bro Tov Geov, cum Vulg. 8. emendandum in Tex., et legendum (uq7w megar- 
12. 1. yadaxrog, ov orepeac tpopnc, cum Vulg. § epwoda) ut MSS. 8. 


scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (ete roy Karpov 
’ CAP. VI. Tov eveoTyKoTa,) cum Vulg. oe 
7 9. roy em avtny ToAAaKC. WW. 1. rev yevouevor ayabuy. 


1 xviii Can 


Ver. MSS. Ver. MSS 
14. 4. é¢ dia TIvevparoc ‘Ayiov, eum Vulg. 9. 
19. corrigendum in Textu cum artic., (mavte Tw 
Aaw,) ut MSS. 8. Lis, GS: 
25. 2. eve ta dyua TwV Gylov Kar’ EviavTor. ON ale 
28. 2. amexdsxomevore dua mLoTEws ev¢ Lwrypiay. 39. 1. 
CAP. X. 
2. I. eet kav exavoayrtTo. 1. 
a scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (tov monoat 9 1 
6 Geog To YeAnua cov. avaiper To,) cum Vulg. 3. 
10. 1. eopev dua tye mpoodopac, cum Vulg. 
17. 3. dorepov Aeyet. Kat TwV duapTiar, Kat TOV. 7 9 
18. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (d7ov de ade- 13. 5 
ol¢ TovTwy,) cum Vulg. 4 
23. 1. re wioTewe akan. 18 1 
25. 1. ryv ovvaywyny éavtwyv, cum Vulg. bam) gf 
34, 3. ev gavtoic Kpectrova. f F 
39. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (ev¢ meperor- 
now wuync,) cam Vulg. 9. 
CAP, XI. es Ale 
4. 1. ert Aare, cum Vulg. 14. 
5. scriberidum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (dcoru wereOnkev.) 
8. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS.8 (efeASery eve rov | 21. 


VARLE LECTIONES. 


TOTOV.) 


scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (mores mapi. 
Knoev el¢ ynv THc,) cum Vulg. 
Kat avTn Lappa dvvau exc. 
of Atyurrioe KaterortoOnaay. 
Tag emayyediac. 
CAP. XII. 


scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8 («ac ryv evme- 
ploTaroy duaptiay. ) 

ev de&ia Te Tov Oeov. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (avaaoyioac- 
Ge yap Tov,) cum Vulg. 

el¢ Tadevay bromevere. 

legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8, (Kae tpoycac op- 
Gac,) cum Vulg. 

Kal yvooy, Kat Codw, Kat FuedAn. 

ol Tov am’ ovpavwv arootpedouevot, cum Vulg. 

CAP. XIII. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (uy mapage- 
peobe,) cum Vulg. 

e&@ THC TOAEWC ETalle. 

corrigendum in Textu juxta MSS. 8, (adda 
THY meAAovoay emicntovuev,) cum Vulg. 

addendum in Textu, ut legunt MSS. 7, (ec¢ rove 
aLwvas Tov aLwYwr. aunr,) cum Vulg 


JACOBI EPIST. CATHOL. 


scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 6, (eAeove naz 
Kaprwv ayabwrv,) cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (kaproe de dcxar 
oovvn"s.) 


CAP. IV. 


scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 8, (6 Oeo¢ wrepy- 
gavote avTiTacoeTal,) cum Vulg, 

adeAdov, 7 Kptvwv, cum Vulg. 

6 vouobeTne Kat KpiTne 6 dvvay., cum Vulg. 

TUG €t 6 KPlvwv Tov TAnoLov; cum Vulg. 

onepov n avprov, cum Vulg. 

aTple yap EoTLy 7 Tpoc OAvyov datvomern. 

emetta de adavicouevn. MS. 1, drectae Kae 


edavic. 
CAPS: 


seribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (ra¢ yopac duwr, 
ATEOTEPILLEVOC.) 

edpeware Tag capkag duwv, 

Juwv ev HuEepa obaync, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5 (adeAdor tne 
Kkaxorabecac.) 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5, (ev t@ ovoya- 
tt Kvpiov,) cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (mpooxahecac6w 
TOUG.) 

ageSqjoovtat avty, cum Vulg. 

adeAot ov, eav Tic, cum Vulg. 

owoet THY Woyxnv abrov ex Savarov. 


CAP. II. 


doga autn¢ O¢ avOoc, cum Vulg. 

scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7, (avéOyre si¢ 
owrnpay,) cum Vulg. 

el¢ Lepatevua ayLov. 

scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 5 (dcore weptexee 


CAP. I. Ver. MSS. 
Ver. MSS. 17. 
3. 1. To dokiyuov dor Katepyalerat. 
18. 1. anapyny twv adtrov Ktiopatwv. 18. 
19. 2 core adeAdot ov ayar., cum Vulg. 
19. 1. eorw de zac avOpwroc, cum Vulg. 
21. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (ev mpq@iryre.) 
23. 4. axpoatn¢ vowov ett. 
25. 1. Kae wapapevac, ovk akpoarne. 
26. 2. Spyoxoc evvat, un xadway., cum Vulg. i a 
CAP. ITI. iy » OL 
4. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 6, (ov dvexpibyte | 13. 2. 
ev éavtouc,) cum Vulg. via. a 
10. 1. dAov Tov voor tEerecet. eal 
13. 4. edeov kpioewe. a. 
13. 1. xKaraxavyarat de eheoc, cum Vulg. i 
18. 1. devFov poe tyv mot cov yuwplc TwY Eepyav, KtYw 
detE@ GOL EK THY EpywY pov THY TLoTLY, cum | 4. 
Vulg. 
24. 2. dpare, dvi e&, cum Vulg. . 7 
CAP. III. 10. 
2. 3. duvapevoc yahivay. 
5. 1. sdov HAckov mvp, cum Vulg. 10. 
6. 2 rye adcxtac. 7 yAwooa Kaftorara, cum Vulg. 
10. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 7, (ov yon aded- | 14. 
got ov TavTa,) cum Vulg. 
12. 3. odrtwe ovde pia myn. ise 8 ale 
13: legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 5, (tig codoc kar|19. 2. 
ertoTnuwy ev dutv,) cum Vulg. 90) +9 
PETRI EPIST. CATHOL. I. 
CAP. I. 
Ver. MSS. Ver. MSS. 
iL) he scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 8 (mpouaprvpo| 24, 2. 
EVOV.) 2. 
12. 2 duac Tvevuare ‘Ayiy, cum Vulg. 
16. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 7 (dytot yiveobe.)| 5. 5. 
16. 1. dytor eceabe, 671, cum Vulg. 6. 
22. 2 re adnberac ecg gidadeAgiav. 


1 


» yoagn,) cum Vulg. 
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VARIA LECTIONES. 


Ver. MSS. 
9. 2. ek Twy Aeyovtwr lovdatove evar, cum Vulg. 
15, 2. rev NikoAaitwy opowws petavoycoy ovy, cum 
Vulg. 
17. 1. dwow avtw Tov parva Tov Kexpyypevov, cum Vulg. 
Wiis scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (6 ovdece oder, 
él un 6,) cum Vulg. 
20. 1. aAW exw xara cov rodv, ért, cum Vulg. 
22. 1. ek Tey epyoy avtwy, cum Vulg. 
25. 1. aypic ov avorgw. 
CAP. III. \ 
4. 1. of ove euodvvay, cum Vulg. 
7. 1. Katovdere kAewcet’ Kat 6 KAELwr, Kat ovdete avolket. 
7. 1. 6 avotywr, kat ovdete KAgvoet avTny, et py 6 Avot. 
yov: Kat KAgLwv, Kar ovdere avorger. 
12. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (xa ypa~w ev 
QuTov TO oVvoyd.) 
18. 2. Kae py davepwby 7 aroyvvn, cum Vulg. 
18. 2. kat koAdAovpiov, iva eyxpion Tove op Fan. 
20. 1. ryv Ovpay evcedevoouat rpoc, cum Vulg. 
CAP. IV. 
3. 1. dpacic cuapaydwvor. 
4. 2. Kkateme Tove Opovove etkoot Teccapac TpeoBuTEpove, 
cum Vulg. . 
6. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 3 (dadu7.) 
7. 2. eyov mpoowmov avipwrov. 
8. 3. Aeyorvtec, dytoc, &c. MSS. 2, dyco¢, dytoc, ayt- 
o¢, Kuproc, cum Vulg. 
10. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (kas Badovor 
TOUC OTEPAVOVE.) 
ik, scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 4 (yjoav, kat ex- 
TLoOnoay.) 
CAPA Ve 
2. 2. ev dwovy peyadn. 
5. 2. 6 avotywv To BiBAtov, Kat Tag Exta. 
6. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (kaze evdov ev 
feow Tov Gpovov.) 
6. impressi cum Vulg. cae evdov, kat ov ev peow 
Tov Gpovov. 
6. corrigendum in Tex, mendum, et legendum 
cum MSS. 4 (¢ eogaypevor.) 
CEASE legendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (exe tov Opovov. 
Kat OTe eAaBe TO BiAtov.) 
10. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 3 («az BaorAevoov- 
Ow ETL THO YNC.) 
13. 1. Kae wavra Ta ev avroce, wavTag nKovoa. 
CAPS VE. 
1,2. 2. epyou, car ide. Kae cov immoc Aevxoc. 
3,4. 1. epyov xa we. Kat eSyabev addog Immoc, cum 
Vulg. 
5. 2. epyovnat we. Kat ov inroc pedac, cum Vulg. 
7,8. 2. nxovoa tov tetaptov Cwov Aeyovtoc, Epyov Kat 
we. Kat Ldov immo. 
8. 2. Kar d dong nKoAovber avtw, cum Vulg. 
9. 2. rag Wuyac Tov eohaywevov, cum Vulg. 
ib, scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (kar ed00n av- 
Tole ExAOTw OTOAN A€EvKN, Kat EeppEedn avTote, 
iva avaravowyTat ett ypovor, Ewe ob TANPL- 
owot kat oi,) cum Vulg. 
12 1. Kav evdov, dre nvoige tv, cum Vulg. 
CAP. VII. 
ile scribendum in ‘Tex. ut MSS. 4 («az peta tovto 
exdov.) 
1. 2 pnte ene Te devdpov, cum Vulg. 
3. corrigendum in Textu ut legunt MSS. 5 (un 
adtKnonre.) 
9. 2 éorwta¢g evwrlov tov Opovov. mox, mepieBAn- 
pevove. 
$. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (az gowvexag ev 
Talc.) 
17. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (mouawver av- 
TOUG, Kat OdnyEl aVTOUC.) 
17. impressi cum Vulg., rocuaver avtove, kar ddyyn- 
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CAP. VIII. 
Ver. MSS. 
7. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (xarexan, kat 
TO TplTOv Tay devdpwy KaTEKaN, Kal Tag xop 
Toc, cum Vulg. 
12. 2 To TpiTOv avTwY, Kal TO TPITOY avTwY pen dary, 7 
Hepa, Karn vvE uowwe. 
13. 1. Kae evdov, kat nrovaa évoc ayyehou TeTomevon, he- 
yovToc. 
13. 2. gary peyary, Ova, &c., cum Vulg. 
CAP. IX. 
4. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (kae eppeby 
avratc.) 
5. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 4 (adv la 
Bacaviobwct. 
5. impressi et Vulgata, aAW’ iva Pacaviowe. 
5. 3. drav maton avipwror. 
6. corrigendum in Tex. ut MSS. 2, (¢ytyo0vaty of 
avSpwrot Tov Savaror,) cum Vulg. 
ie scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (7romacpevosg 
elc,) cum Vulg. 
9. 2. dppatwr roddAwr. 
10. 1. Kkatxevtpa ev tare ovpaic avtwy: ekovotay exyou 
ot, cum Vulg. 
12. 1. eredvoova. Katpetaravra nat 6 éxtoc ayyedog. 
14. 1. ev tw rotayw, cum Vulg. 
15. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 4, (eve tyv opar, 
Kae €l¢ THY TuEpav, Kal pyva,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. X. 
Uf scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4 (kau 7 ype ere.) 
4. 2. Bpovrar: Kat wy avta ypawyc, cum Vulg. 
7. 2. Kat ereAecdy To wvotnpoy Tov Oeov, WG evyyyeda- 
loev ToVE. 
9. 2. Ayr avtw, dovvat por To BiBALov, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XI. 
1. 2. non legunt illas voces, (kau elornKer 6 ayyedoc,) 
cum Vulg. 
2. 2. exBare eSw, Kat wy avTny peTpnone. 
5. 1. Kae extig avtove Vere arroxTevat, ob Tw det aVTOY. 
8. 1. eaces exe tHe wAaTELac THC TOA. 
CAP. XII. 
10 2. dre eGAnOn 6 Katyyopoc. 
1l. 1. tye paprupstac avtov, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XIII. 
7. 2. emt macav gvAnv, kat Aaov, kat yAwooay, Kat, 
cum Vulg. 
15. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 4, (xac rounon dcoe 
ay LN TpooKVyyowst TH Etkovi,) cum Vulg. 
17. 3. To yapaypa, To ovoua Tov Syptov. 
17. 1. To yapayya tov Onp.ov, n Tov aptOuor. 
CAP. XIV. 
1. 2. Kas evdor, kat ov To apviov. 
1. 2 Kae per’ avrov aptbuog Exarov. 
4. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 4, (érov ay dra- 
yn,) cum Valg. 
6. 3. Kat edoy ayyedov meTomevor. 
7. 2. 08n8nTe tov Kuptoy, cat dote, cum Vulg. 
7. 2. Kat mpookvvycate avTov Tov ToLnoavTa Tov ovpay., 
cum Vulg. 
8. 2. He memotixe ravta Ta ed. 
9. 1. Kat AawBaver To yapayua. 
12, 2. tTwr dywwy eotiy, ol TnpovvTEes Tag evToAac, cum 
Vulg. 
19. 2. eve THY Anvov THY weyadny Tov Bruov Tov. 
CAP. XV. 
6. 2. rac émta mAnyac ex Tov vaov, of noav, cum Vulg. 
6. scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 4 (Avvov xada- 
pov, Aaumpov, Kat.) 
8. 2. ai éxra rAnyat Tv Extra ayyeAwy, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XVI. 
1. 2. dmayere, kar exyeate, cum Vulg. 
3. 2. Kae maca yyy areBaver. 


Ver. MSS. : 
4, 2. Kat 6 tpitoc efeyee, cum Vulg. 
4. 3. Kav ev¢ Tag mHya¢ Twv daTwy, cum Vulg. 
tb scribendum in Textu ut MSS. 4 («au yxovoa|17. 2. 
Tov OvotaotypLov AeyovToc.) 
7. impressi, Kat 7kovca ex Tov GvavacrnpLov, Aeyov- 
TOG. 
14, 2. evot yap mvevuara damoviwy, cum Vulg. 
16. 1. payedwv. 
21. 1. peyady tadavriaca. 
CAP. XVII. 
5. 2. tev mopver kat twv BdeAvyyatur tne. 
8. 1. of karocxovytec tyv ynv, cum Vulg. 
8. 1. Kase ovk eort, Kar TapeoTiv. 
V1. 1. kas rovro oydoog eort. 
17. 2.) aype TeAeobwow oi, cum Vulg. 
CAP. XVIII. 
3. 2. merwxkact ravra za eOvn, cum Vulg. 
- 2. Kat ditAwoate Ta dumAa, Of Kat avTn, Kal KaTa 


VARLEZ LECTIONES. 


Ta epya avTy¢. 


Ver. MSS. 

7. 2. Bacaviopov kat mevOoc. drt, cum Vulg. 

9. 2. Kat kAavoovol, Kat revGnoovow en’ avty ot Bac 
KGL TAC O ETL TOTWY TAEWY, KAle 


CAP. XIX. 


13. 2. Kat kexAnrat To ovoua avtov. 
CAP. XX. 
2. 2. 6¢ core duaBodoc Kat Laravac. 
4, 2. peta tov Xpiorov Ta yAca ery. 
CAP. XXI. 
12. 2. & eorw ovowata Tur dwdexa dvAwy, cum Vulg. 
20. scribendum in Tex. ut MSS. 3, (6 évdexatog 
daxwvOoc,) cum Vulg. 
CAP. XXII. 
1. 1. rorapov vdaroc, cum Vulg. 
3. 1. Kat mav Katabeua ove eorac ett, cum Vulg. 
7. 1. Kat cov epyouar tayv' axapcog, cum Vulg. 
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GENERAL INDEX 


TO THE 


NOTES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


N.B. In principio refers to the observations at the beginning, and in Jine to those at the end, of the chapter. 


Ab, one of the supreme officers in the Jewish sanhedrin, 
Matt. xx. 21; xxiii. 9. 

Abba, import of this Syriac word, Mark xiv. 36. In what 
it differs from Abbi, ijid. Slaves were not permitted 
to ie eed term Abba in accosting their masters, Rom. 
viii. 15. 

Abilene, a province of Syria, Luke iii. 1. 

Abrech, J128, probable conjecture relative to its import, 
Matt. lii., 2m fine. 

Academics, a sect of Greek philosophers founded by the 
celebrated Plato, Acts xvii, 18. 

Acanthus, or Bear’s-foot, Pliny’s account of the, Matt. 
xxvii.29; Markxv.17. The acanthine crown, which 
the Jews in derision put on the head of our Lord, 
supposed by Michaelis and Bishop Pearce to have been 
formed of this herb, iid. 

oe aes hicifclius, some account of this plant, Mark 
seve Lh 

Accusation of the criminal who was crucified affixed to 
the cross, Matt. xxvii. 37. Exhibition of our Lord’s 
accusation in the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, as it was 
poe written by the command of Pilate, 2id.; 

ohn xix. 19. 

Accuser of the Israelites, an appellation of Satan exceed- 
ingly frequent in rabbinical writings, Rev. xii. 10. 

Aceldama, a word not of Hebrew, but of Chaldaio-Syriac 
origin, Actsi. 19. Its import, zbzd. 

Achlus, ayAvce, a species of ophthalmia, Acts xiii. 11. 

Acropolis, some account of the, Acts xvii. 15. 

Acts of the Apostles, the first history of the Christian 
Church on record, Preface to the Acts. By whom 
written, zbid. General observations on this book of the 
sacred canon, Acts xxviii., in fine. 

Adam, difference of import between TOI8 Adam, and 
WIN Enosh, Heb. ii. 6. 

Additions to the commonly received Greek text, Luke 
vi. 4; John vi.56; Acts v. 17; x. 25; xi.3; xvi. 35, 38; 
Heb. xi. 23, 31; Rev. viii. 7. 

Adieu, its derivation and import, Acts xv. 29. . 

Adjuration, form of, according to Homer, used in the 
ratification of the covenant made between the Greeks 
and the Trojans, when the throats of the lambs were 
cut, and their blood poured out, Matt. xxvi. 2c 

Admael, the angel of the earth, according to the rabbins, 
Revs xvi. 5. 

Adonai, 1148, the Jews always substitute this word for 
Jehovah, 717’, whenever they meet with it in their 
reading of the law and the prophets, 2 Cor. xii. 4; 
Rev. xix. 12. 

Adoption, nature of the act of, so frequent among the 
ancient Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans, Rom. viii. 15. 

Adria, an ancient appellation for the Sicilian Sea, Acts 
xxvii. 17, 27. : 

Aduiteresses, punishment of, among the ancient Germans, 
PCorracian: ' 

Adversary, the Greek word so rendered a forensic term, 
Matt. v. 25. 

1 


“ineas, Homer’s description of the last office performed 
by this Trojan for his friend Pallas, Rom. ix., in fine, 

4inon, where situated, John iii. 23. 

mee of the Gnostics, some accounts of the, Preface to 

ohn. 

Aspa depevv, to beat the air. Kypke’s observations on the 
three different ways in which the combatants in the 
ancient games were said to beat the air, 1 Cor. ix. 26. 

4Eschylus, citation of a passage of great sublimity relative 
to the Supreme Being, 1 Tim. vi. 15. 

hie es Version, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, 
Paligs 

Affirmation of a Quaker in a court of judicature, thoughts 
concerning the, 2 Cor. i., in fine. Form of the affir- 
mation as required by stat. 7 and 8 W. 3., cap. 34. § 1, 
vid. Form of it as finally settled by 8 Geo. 2., c. 24. 
§ 6, rbid. 

Agabus, account of the famine foretold by this prophet, 
Matt. xxiv. 7; Acts xi. 28, 

Ayana, Lovefeasts, in use of the primitive Church till 
the middle of the fourth century, Jude 12. Lately re- 
vived among the Moravians and Methodists, ibid. At 
what times originally celebrated, ibid. 

Ayaraw, import of this word, John xxi. 15. In what it 
differs from ¢:Aew, ibid. 

Ayarn, definition of this word by the author of a MS. 
lexicon in the late French king’s library, Matt. xxii. 
37; 1 Cor. xiii.1. Of what words supposed to be com- 
pounded, 77d. : 

Agdistis, an object of idolatrous worship among the an- 
cient Galate, Preface to Galatians. 

Ayeveadoyntoc, without descent, in what sense this term is 
applied to Melchizedek, Heb. vii. 3. 

Aytafw, an important meaning of this word pointed out, 
John xvii. 19. 

ATNQSTQ OEQ, To the Unknown God, remarks upon 
this ancient inscription which St. Paul made the basis 
of his celebrated sermon at Athens, Acts xvii. 23. Ci- 
tations from Lucian, Philostratus, Pausanias, Minutius 
Felix, and Tertullian, in which there is an allusion to 
the ancient heathen custom of dedicating altars to the 
unknown divinity, bd. 

Agony of our Lord in Gethsemane, thoughts concern- 
ing the cause of the, Luke xxii., im fine. | y 

Ayopaiot, definition of this word by Hesychius, Acts xvii. 
5. Import of it among the rabbins when written in 
Chaldee characters, ibid. . 

Agree to ask, the original so translated, a beautiful meta- 
phor from a number of musical instruments set to the 
same key, and playing the same tune, Matt. xviii. 19. 

Awa, a frequent eles of this word in classic 
writers pointed out, Acts xvil. 26. ' 

Atov, inquiry into the proper meaning of this term, Matt. 
xxv. 46; 1Cor. x. 11; 2Cor. iv. 18; Heb. vii. 28 
Whence derived, according to Aristotle, Matt. vi. 13; 
xxiv. 3; John xvii. 3; Acts iii. 21. 

Aisar, \0°y, its import among the rabbins, Matt. x. 29, 
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AISION, one of the six Ephesian characters, Acts xix. 
19. Its import, according to Hesychius, idzd. 

Ajaceb al Makhlookat, description of a beautiful painting 
in this work, Acts ii. 3. 

Alabaster-box, various conjectures concerning the import 
of the Greek word so translated, Mark xiv. 3. 

Alcmaon, remarkable anecdote concerning, Luke vi. 38. 

Alexandria, some account of this celebrated city of Egypt, 
Acts xviii. 24. 

Anekixaxoc, The Dispeller of Evil, an epithet given by the 
ancient inhabitants of Malta to Hercules, Acts xxviii. 6. 

AiAniovia, the Hebrew words 11” 1957 hallelu Yah, in 
Greek characters, Rev. xix. 1. Its import, 7bid. The 
eAeAev in of the pans a manifest corruption of aAArn- 
Aovia, ibid. 

Allegory, derivation and definition of this word, Gal. iv. 
24. The rabbinical writings full of allegories, ib7d. 
Examples from heathen writers, 747d. Dr. Lowth’s 
account of the three species of allegory to be met with 
in the sacred writings, Gal. iv., in fine. The very in- 
judicious method of allegorizing among Jews and 
Christians has been of great disservice to the cause of 
religion, Gal. iv. 24. 

Almah, AD4y, its derivation and import, Matt. i. 23. 
This term, in its most obvious and literal acceptation, 
applicable to the mother of our Lord till she had 
brought forth her first-born Son, Matt. i. 23. The 
house of David could not fail till the almah or virgin 
had both conceived and brought forth her Son, zd. 
The destruction of the Jewish polity and genealogical 
registers in the apostolic age an irrefragable demon- 
stration that the miraculous conception spoken of by 
the prophet had already taken place, ibid. This great 
Ofispring of Jehovah emphatically named from this 
circumstance, Tue Son or GOD, shown to be no other 
than Jesus the Christ, wzd. 

Almsgiving, Pharisaic doctrine of the meritoriousness of, 
Matt. vi. 1. 

Alpha and Omega, import of this phraseology, Rev. i. 8. 

‘Auaptia, reference to a great number of passages in the 
Septuagint where MNUN or NNN, sin-offering, is so 
translated, 2 Cor. v. 21. 

‘Auapturoc, sinner, a word signifying a heathen through- 
out the gospels, and in some other parts of the New 
Testament, Matt. ix. 10; Mark ii. 16; Luke vii. 37; 
enn, CS say, US seen VO (aul shi 5y 

Amen, its import, Matt. vi. 13; John x. 1. Whence de- 
rived according to some, Matt. vi. 13. This response 
considered by the ancient Jews of the highest authority 
and merit, 1 Cor. xiv.16. The repetition of this word 
among the Jewish writers thought to be of equal im- 
port with the most solemn oath, John iii. 3; xxi. 25, 

Amethyst, account of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 20. 

Amphipolis, a city of Macedonia, by whom built, and 
why so named, Acts xvii. 1. 

AvarAnpovrat, a very important meaning of this Greek 
word, which is generally overlooked, Matt. xiii. 14, 
Avaoraotc, and Efavacraorc, in what these words proba- 

bly differ in import, Phil. iii. 11. 

Avafeua of the same import with the DVN cherem of the 
rabbins, Rom. ix. 3; 1 Cor. xvi. 22. See Cherem. 

Avnp mpogntnc, a Hebraism for mpodntyc, according to 
some, Luke xxiv. 19. A more probable meaning of 
this phrase proposed, and illustrated by several exam- 
ples from sacred and profane writers, 2id. 

Avnp Subvyoc, the man of two souls, import of this He- 
braism, James i. 8. 

Angari, the messengers or posts among the ancient Per- 
sians, Matt. v. 41. Their modern appellation, ibid, 
Angel of death, how represented by the Jews, 1 Cor. xv. 

55. Jewish fables concerning, Heb. ii. 14. 

Angelic ministry, doctrine of, defended, Matt. xviii, 10. 

Angels, strange opinions of the rabbins relative to the 
formation of, Heb. i. 7. 

Anglo-Saxon Version, Introduction to the Gospels and 
Ree p. 20. 

Animals that had been employed for agricultural pur- 
poses not offered in sacrifice by the Hebrews, Greeks, 
Romans, nor Egyptians, Mark xi. 2. 

Annihilation of the wicked, doctrine of the, considered, 
Matt. xxv.46; xxvi. 24. 
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Anointing the head with oil, very frequent among the 
ancient Jews, Luke vii. 46. 

Anointing the sick, a ceremony frequent among the an- 
cient Jews, Mark vi. 13. 

Anointing of owr Lord, Bishop Newcome’s account of 
the, Matt. xxv., in fine. 

Antehieronymian Versions of the Scriptures, some account 
of the, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 19. 


Anthologia, citation of a passage from the, in which the 
hen’s affection for her brood is very beautifully de- 
scribed, Matt. xxiii. 27. 

tear ey nuepa, a frequent import of this phrase, 1 Cot 
iv. 3. 


Avdpwro¢, examples produced in which this word is ap- 
parently used as an expletive, Acts vii.2. Derivation 
of this word, according to the best etymologists, 1 Pet. 
iii. 4. 

Antichrist, who or what, in the apostolic sense of the 
word, 1 John ii. 18. 

Avridixog, rendered adversary, a forensic term, Matt. v.25. 

Antinomianism, a very dangerous heresy, against which 
the Church of Christ should be always on its guard, 
Rom. iii., in fine ; 1 Cor. iii. 15; Heb, iii. 1; James v., 
in fine. ; 

Antioch, a city of Syria, by whom built, and where situ- 
ated, Acts xi. 19. The disciples of our Lord first 
called Christians in this city, Acts xi. 26. 

Antioch in Pisidia, analysis of St. Paul’s sermon at this 
place, Acts xiii. 52. 

Antioch, several cities of this name, Acts xiii. 14. _ 

Antiochus Epiphanes, account of his defiling the temple, 
John x. 22. 

Antipas, a martyr of the primitive Christian Church, 
very uncertain who, Rev. ii. 13. A work still extant, 
professing to give an account of this man, a most ma- 
nifest forgery, Rev. ii. 13. 

Antipatris, where situated, Acts xxiii. 31. Why so 
named, ibid. Anciently called Capharsaba; and sup- 
posed to be the same with the Capharsalama, or Ca- 
pharsaluma, of the Apocrypha, 77d. 

Antonia, description of the castle of, by Josephus, Acts 
xxi. 31. Built by John Hyrcanus, and was the royal 
residence of the Asmonean princes as long as they 
cp ial in Jerusalem, zdid. Its original appellation, 
ibid. 

Antoninus, (Marcus) very remarkable saying of this 
Roman emperor, when speaking of Nature, whom he 
addresses as God, Rom. xi. 35. 

Aratwp, quntwp, without father, without mother, shown to 
be a Jewish phrase, importing that the name of the 
father or mother was not entered in the public genea- 
logical registers, Heb. vii. 3. 

Aravyaoua, synonymous with 7ALov deyyoc, according to 
Hesychius, Heb. i. 3. In what aravyaoya differs in 
import from avyacua, ibid, ' 

Adedpwv, rendered draught, what it properly imports, 
Matt. xv. 17. 

Apion, very fanciful reason given by this ancient gram- 
marian why Homer commenced his [liad with the 
word univ, Rev. xiii. 18. 

Apis, the white bull appointed to be sacrificed to this 
Egyptian idol must be without blemish, John vi. 27. 
Account by Herodotus of the curious mode adopted by 
the Egyptians of ascertaining whether the animal were 
proper for sacrifice, 2bid. 

Apocalypse, see Revelation. 

Aroxptovc, inquiry into the import of this term, Luke ii. 47, 

Aroxadioravery, different acceptations of this word, Acts 
i. 6. 

Apollonia, a ae of Macedonia, Acts xvii. 1. 

Apollos, remarkable that a Jew should have been so 
named, Acts xviii. 24. How this circumstance may 
be accounted for, ibzd. : 

Apologies of the primitive Christians, brief account of the, 
2 Tim. iv., in fine. ; ; 

Apology, ancient and modern acceptations of this word, 
Acts xxii. 1; 2 Tim. iv. 16. 

Apostasy, five degrees of, pointed out, Heb. iii. 12. 

Apostasy of the latter times, Bishop Newton’s observations 
on St. Paul’s prophecy concerning the, 1 Tim. iv., in 
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Apostle, derivation and import of this word, Matt. x. 2; 
Rom. i. 1. ArooroAoz, apostles, and knpvxec, heralds, 
used synonymously by Herodotus, ibid. ’ Essential to 
the character of an apostle that he had seen and con- 
versed with Christ, 1 Cor. ix. 1; xv. 8. 

Appeals to the emperor, ancient Roman laws 
Acts xxv. 11. 

Appi Forum, a town about 52 miles from Rome, now 
called Cesarilla de S. Maria, Acts xxviii. 15, 

Arabic Versions, short account of the, Introduction to the 
Gospels and Acts, p. 16. 

Arabon, PAW, rendered pledge, inquiry into its import, 
2 Cor. i. 22, 

Araboth, N17, the seventh heaven, according to the 
rabbins, 2 Cor. xii. 2. 

Araspes, very remarkable anecdote concerning, related 
by Xenophon, in his Life of Cyrus, Rom. vii. 20. 

Aratus, St. Paul’s citation from the phenomena of, in his 
celebrated sermon at Athens, Acts xvii. 28. 

Archangel, this word not found in the sacred writings in 
the plural number, and why, Jude 9. 

Apyeovar, extensive import of this word in the sacred 
canon, John xiii. 5. 

Archimedes, how this celebrated mathematician destroyed 
the Roman fleet, and thus prolonged for a short time 
the political existence of Syracuse, Acts xxviii. 12. 

Architriclinus, original acceptation of this word, John ii. 
8. What it afterward imported, ibid. 

Areopagus, a hill not far from the Acropolis, where the 
supreme court of justice of the Athenians was held, 
one of the most sacred and reputable courts in the 
whole Gentile world, Acts xvii. 19. Poetic fiction 
from which this Athenian court obtained its name, 
ibid. Proverbial impartiality of the judges of the Are- 
opagus, zbid. Time of their sitting, great solemnity of 
Si deliberations, and their mode of giving decisions, 

td. 

Arianism, probable origin of, Heb. i., in fine. 

Aristides, the author of an Apology for the Christians, 
long since lost, 2 Tim. iv., in fine. 

Apiorov, what among the Jews, Luke xi. 37; John xxi. 
12. The legal hour of the apiorov on the Sabbath, ac- 
cording to Josephus, Luke xi. 37. 

Armageddon, the original of this word variously formed, 
and variously translated, Rev. xvi. 16. 

Armenian Version of the New Testament, account of the, 
Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 18. 

Armour, offensive and defensive, of the ancients, particu- 
lar description of the, Eph. vi. 13. 

Arms of the first inhabitants of the earth, as described by 
Lucretius, Eph. vi. 13. tm) 
Aprayyoc, inquiry into the import of this term, Phil. ii. 6. 
Appev, why this appellation was given to the spirit of 

man, James i. 15. nce iv 

Apreuwv, improperly translated mainsail, Acts xxvii. 40. 

As of the Romans, what, Matt. x. 29. ; , 

Asia, different acceptations of this word in ancient and 
modern writers, | Pet. i. 1. : ; 
Asiarchs, those to whom the regulation of the public 

games was intrusted, Acts xix. 31. 

Asipatravana, what, Matt. viii. 12. 

ASKION, an Ephesian character or amulet, Acts xix. 19. 
Its import, ibid. : i ; 

Aomuc, the clypeus or shield, account of this species of de- 
fensive armour among the ancients, Eph. vi. 18. 

Ass, speech of, to Balaam, as given in the Targums of 
Soeathall ben Uzziel and Jerusalem, 2 Pet. ii. 16. 

Assarius, the twenty-fourth part of a silver penny, Mark 
xiii. 41. 

Assos, a maritime otal of Asia Minor, called also Apol- 
lonia, Acts xx. 13. 

Astronomical phenomena very difficult to be accounted 
for upon natural principles, and strong evidences of 
the being and continual agency of God, Heb. xi., in fine. 

Athenagoras, a Christian apologist of the second century, 
whose work is still extant, 2 Tim. iv., in fine. 

Althenodorus, remarkable anecdote concerning, Matt. 
Vain Los ie 

Athenians, a people formerly grossly superstitious, Acts 
xvii. 16. Citations from Pausanius and Petronius in 
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respecting, 


illustration of this circumstance, ibid. Passages from 
Demosthenes and Thucydides which concur in the 
Statement of St. Luke that the Athenians spent their 
time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some 
new thing, Acts xvii. 21. Foolish notion of the Athe- 
nians that they were self-produced finely ridiculed by 
Lucian, Acts xvii. 26. Observations on the religious 
disposition of the Athenians, Acts xvii., in fine. 


Athens, a very celebrated city of antiquity, by whom 
founded, Acts xvii. 15. Its ancient appellation, ibid. 
On what account it obtained its present name, tid. 
Now under the power of the Turks, who have turned 
the celebrated Parthenon into a mosque, ibid. 

Atonement or expiation of sin, necessity of, inculcated 
throughout the Mosaic economy, Luke xviii. 13. 

Arrixot, Attics; in what they differed from ATTiKloTat, 
Atticists, Acts vi. 1. 

Attraction, or gravity, thoughts on this astonishing influ- 
ence, which has been lately demonstrated to pervade 
the material universe, Heb. xi., in fine. 

Atush perest, or worshipper of fire, a name given by way 
of derision, in Mohammedan countries, to a Christian 
monk, Matt. ii. 1. 

Avyaoua, see Avavyacua. 

Augustine, a Manichean till the thirty-second year of 
his age, Rom. xiii., in fine. History of his conversion 
to the faith of Christ, 2bzd. 

Augustus, Cohort of, see Cohort. 

Aune, an ancient king of Sweden, remarkable for having 
offered up to Woden his nine sons to obtain the pro- 
longation of his life, Rom. ix., in fine. 

Aurea Legenda, character of this papistical work, 1 Tim. 
Livia 

Aurichalicum, a famous factitious metal of antiquity, 
Rey. tld: 

Auricular Confession, such as is prescribed by the Romish 
Church, cannot be supported by the precept of St. 
James relative to confession, James y. 16. 

Aval, 7}, different acceptations of this word, Matt. xi., 
in fine. 

Avarice, observations on this vice, when covered with 
the veil of religion, Matt. xxi. 12; John vi., in fine. 

Avatars, of the Hindoos, what, Acts xiv. 11. 

Ave Maria, that this salutation was given in a dream or 
vision, as some have stated, highly improbable, 
Luke i. 28. 

Agwn, or common battle-axe, a sort of military weapon 
among the ancients, Eph. vi. 13. 

Azotus of the New Testament the same with the Ashdod 
of the Old, Acts viii. 40. 


Babbler, original acceptation of the Greek word so trans- 
lated, Acts xvii. 18. 

Babylonish captivity, enumeration of the classes of per- 
sons who returned from the, according to the Talmud, 
Matt. i. 8. 

Bacchus, young women formerly scourged to death by 
the Spartans and Arcadians, in order to appease the 
wrath of this divinity, Rom. ix., in fine. : 

Backbone, singular opinion of the Jews respecting the 
lower joint of the, 1 Cor. xv. 44. 

Backsliders, awfal condition of, Heb. iii. 12; 2 Pet. i. 9. 

Balaam, the Hebrew word nyo. Balaam, and the 
Greek word NuxoAaoc, Nicolaus, of the same import, 
Introduction to 2 Peter. ; 

Bale, bishop of Ossory, account of this commentator, 
Preface to the Revelation. ‘ 

Bails, thoughts on their ruinous tendency, Matt. xiv. 12. 

Bambukholasi, see Hierapolis. 

Band, orewpa, cohort or regiment, see Acts x. ee 

Baptism, a vite among the ancient Jews, by which pro- 
selytes were received into the full enjoyment of the 
Jewish privileges, John i. 25. How baptism was ad- 
ministered by the primitive Christians, Matt. iii. 6; 
xxviii. 19; Mark xvi., in fine. Copious extract from 
Dr. Lightfoot relative to the nature and importance 
of baptism, Mark xvi., in fine. Baptism of water not 
superseded by the baptism of the Holy Ghost. This 
clearly proved in the case of the first Gentile conv erts, 
all of whom had received the Holy Ghost previously 
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to their baptism by water, Acts x. 47,48. The itera- 
tion of baptism, after it has been once essentially 
performed, a profanation of this sacred rite, Acts 
xix. 5. 

Baptism of fire, strange trifling of the primitive professors 
of Christianity relative to the import of this phrase, 
Matt, iii. 11. ci 

Baptismal registers in churches, origin of, Rev. iii. 5. 

Bar, import of this Syriac word, Mark x. 46. 

Barabbas, very remarkable reading in a Vatican manu- 
script relative to the name of this murderer, Matt. 
xxvii. 16. 

Barbarian, Barbarus, BapBapoc, what anciently intended 
by this term, Acts xxviii.2; Rom.i. 14, Its etymo- 
logy, according to Bishop Pearce, zd. 

Barbarous nations, dreadful violence of their irruptions 
into the Roman dominions in the fifth century, as de- 
scribed by Drs. Mosheim and Robertson, Rev. xii. 15. 


Barchochab, an impostor in the reign of Adrian, John 
iv. 29. On what account put to death, aid. 

Barley, considered a very mean fare in the east, John 
mae This illustrated by a quotation from Plutarch, 

id. 

Barnabas, Chrysostom’s conjecture why the Lycaonians 
took this Christian minister for a manifestation of their 
supreme divinity, Acts xiv. 12. 

Bar Naphli, an appellation of the Messiah among the 
rabbins, Acts xv. 16. 

Bartholomew, conjecture concerning the real name of 
this apostle, Matt. x. 4. 

BaotAeve tov atwvov, import of this remarkable apostoli- 
cal expression, 1 Tim. i. 17. 

Baskets and hay, why carried by the Jews when travel- 
ling in Gentile countries, Matt. xiv. 20. Quotations 
from Sidonius Apollinaris and Juvenal, in which there 
is allusion to this custom, ibzd. 

Bastard wheat, what, Matt. xiii. 25. 

Bastinado, short account of the, by J. Antes, Heb. xi., 
in fine. 

Bath, some account of this Hebrew measure of capacity, 
Luke xvi. 6. 

Beating the air, see Acpa depety. 

BeBydoc, profane, whence derived, Heb. xii. 16. An 
epithet given by the ancient Greeks to any person or 
thing not consecrated to the gods, zbzd. 

Beelzebul, or Beelzebub, import of this word, Matt. x. 25. 
Dr. Lightfoot’s very judicious observations, showing 
in what the horrid blasphemy of the Jews consisted 
oi they gave the name of Beelzebul to our Lord, 
ibid. 

Beith, 2, a frequent acceptation of this word, 2 Cor. 
v. 2. 

BedAoc, a word signifying any kind of military missile, 
Eph. vi. 16. 

Benedictus, Wakefield’s criticism on a remarkable ex- 
pression in the, Luke i. 76. 

Beneficiarii, among the Romans, who, Luke xxii. 5. 

Bequests of lands, &c., to Churches or religious uses ex- 
ceedingly common before the Reformation, Matt. xv. 5. 
A frequent form of these instruments, ibid. 

Berea, a city of Macedonia, near Pella, Acts xvii. 10. 

Berenge-arook, among the Hindoos, what, 1 Cor. vii., 
in fine. 

Berenice, or Bernice, sister of Agrippa, character of, 
Acts xxv. 13. 

Bethesda, why probably so named, John v. 2. 

Beth-lehem, two cities of this name in the Promised Land, 
Matt. ii. 1, Derivation and import of the name, ibid. 
Appositeness of this appellation to the place of our 
Lord’s birth, 77d. 

Bethphagé, where situated, and why probably so named 
Matt. xxi. 1. 

Bhargas, Sir William Jones’ remarks upon this Hindoo 
word, John i. 9. 

Bigotry, reflections on the spirit of, which is manifested 
ee professing Christians, Mark ix. 39; 2 Pet. 
i 


Binding and loosing, a mode of expression frequently 
used by the Jews, Matt. xvi. 19. Its import, ibid. 
Xviii. 18. 

Birthday of a monarch either meant the day on which 
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he was born, or on which he commenced his reign, 
Matt. xiv. 6. . ee 

Bishop, derivation and import of this word, 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
Fifteen qualifications of a Christian bishop, 1 Tim. iii. 
2-7. 

Bishop of Rome, Grenville Sharp’s observations on the 
pretended supremacy of the, Luke ix., in fine. 

Bismillahi Arrahmant Arraheemi, “Yn the name of the 
most merciful and compassionate God,” a sentence 
in very frequent use among the Mohammedans in 
matters sacred and profane, Col. iv. 17. / 

Bithynia, boundaries of this ancient kingdom of Asia, 
1Pet.i.1. Its various appellations, ibid. Now under 
the domination of the Turks, ibid, 

Bituminous Sait, a species of salt generated at the lake 
Asphaltites, easily rendered vapid, Matt. y. 13, 

Black Robes of Christian ministers, thoughts concerning 
the, Matt. xxviii. 3. . 
Biraconuca, Basnieey, its import when used in reference 
to God, Matt. ix.3; xv. 19; John x. 33; Acts vi. 11; 
1 Cor. iv. 12; 2 Tim. iii. 2: when applied to man, izd. 
Among the Jews all who heard a blasphemous speech 
were obliged to rend their clothes, and never to sew 

them up again, Matt. xxvi. 65. ~ 

Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, inquiry into the mean- 
ing of this expression, Matt. xii. 31, 32. Dr. Light- 
foot’s vindication of this phrase and its context from a 
false gloss of some commentators by numerous cita- 
tions from rabbinical writers, Matt. xii. 32. 

Blessing, Jewish form of, before and after meat, Matt. 
xiv. 19; xxvi. 26. The Mohammedan form of, Matt. 
XXVi. 26. 

Blindness, remarkable cure of, by Cheselden, John ix. 32, 

Blood, the eating of, forbidden by the law of Moses, 
Acts xv., an fine. 

Bloody sweat, instance of a, as related by De Thou, Luke 
xxii. 44. 

Blotting out of the book of God, what meant by this phrase, 
Luke x, 20. 

Boanerges, inquiry into the derivation of this word, 
Mark iii. 17. Why, in the opinion of some, this sur- 
name was given to the sons of Zebedee, ibid. 

Board, account of the, borne by the criminal in China, 
to which the accusation is affixed, Matt. xxvii. 37. 

Bohemian Version of the Scriptures, short account of 
the, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 18. 

Boiga, copious extract relative to this serpent from Ce- 
pede’s History of Oviparous Quadrupeds and Ser- 
pents, Matt. x. 16. 

ae Book, account of the, Matt. xxi. 34; 1 Cor. vii., 
in fine. 

Fe ais a name of the Deity among the Hindoos, Luke 
i. 68. 

Borrowing and lending, Christian precept concerning, 
Matt. v. 42. 

Bosc, (Peter du,) account of this French Protestant di- 
vine, 1 Cor, ii. 3. 

Booxew, in what this word differs in import from zrouat- 
vew, John xxi. 15. 

Bottles of the ancients ordinarily made of goat’s skin, 
Matt. ix. 17; Luke v. 37. 

Bounarbachi, a village on the site of which the ancient 
city of Troy is supposed to have stood, Acts xvi. 8. 

Boxing match between Entellus and Dares, Virgil’s 
description of the, 1 Cor. ix. 26. 

Boyd, (H. S.,) observations by this Greek critic on two 
remarkable laws to which the Greek article is univer- 
sally subjected, Eph. vi. in fine. The influence of 
these rules on certain passages in the Septuagint Ver- 
sion, and also in the New Testament, shown to bea 
very powerful auxiliary evidence in favour of an es- 
sential article of the Christian religion, viz., the Divi- 
nity of Jesus Christ, ibid. 

Boyle, anecdote relative to his great reverence for the 
name of God, 2 Cor. xii. 4. 

BpaGevrnc, the person who awarded the prize to the vic- 
tor in the ancient Grecian games, 1 Cor. ix. 27, 

Brahma, the Hindoo deity in his creative quality, Luke 
i. 68; John i. 14. 

Branches of Supplication, tkernprag 8adA.01, import of this 
phrase as used by Herodian and others, Heh. v. 7, 
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Breaking of the bread, essential in the right administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, Matt. xxvi. 26. 

Bride, how long a woman was considered among the 
Jews to be a, after marriage, Matt. ix. 15. 

British and Foreign Bible Society, great extent of its 
operations, Rev. xiv. 6. 

Brute creation, doctrine of the restoration of the, to a 
state of happiness considered, Rom. viii., in fine. The 
sacred canon totally silent upon this subject, ibid. Se- 
vera} reasons produced to show that this doctrine is not 
destitute of probability, ibid. 

Burying in towns, churches, and chapels, observations 
on the great impropriety of, Luke vii. 12. 


Caduceus, the peculiar badge or ensien of the ancient 
heralds, Matt. iii., in fine. The Caduceus, or rod of 
Mercury, evidently borrowed from the Scripture ac- 
count of the rod of Moses, Matt. iii., in fine. 

Caesar, remarkable saying of, respecting his mutinous 
Soldiers, Lit. iv 16. 

Caesarea Philippi, where situated, Matt. xvi. 13. Its an- 
c ent names, 27d. 

Caftans, among the Asiatics, what, Matt. xxii. 11. To 
refuse to accept or wear the caftan deemed the highest 
insult, 27d. 

Caiaphas, the high priest, some account of, Matt. xxvi. 3. 


Caius Caligula, remarkable saying of Tiberius Cesar. 


concerning, Luke iii. 1. 

Calendar of the ancient Romans, in which are incorpo- 
rated the festivals, &c., of the present Romish Church, 
Rom. xvi., in fine. 

Calvary, the place of our Lord’s crucifixion, why proba- 
bly so named, Matt. xxvii. 33. 

Camel passing throwgh the eye of a needle, a proverbial 
form of expression among the ancients, Matt. xix, 24. 
Examples produced, zbzd. 

Cana of Galilee, its situation, John ii. 1. 

Candace, Bruce’s observations respecting the territory 
under the subjection of this queen, Acts viii. 27. 
Strabo’s account of a queen of the Ethiopians of this 
name who reigned before the commencement of the 
Christian era, 21d. Candace a common name of the 
queens of Ethiopia, according to Pliny, idzd. 

Candia, how the island of Crete obtained this appellation, 
Preface to Titus. 

Candles, always lighted by the Jews at the commence- 
ment of their Sabbath, Luke xxiii. 54. Solemn pre- 
cept to this effect, ibid. 

Caoinan, particular description of this funeral solemnity 
of the Irish, Matt. ix. 32. 

Capernaum, situation of this famous city of antiquity, 
Matt. iv. 13; John vi. 17. 

Carabas, Philo’s account of this man’s being invested by 
the inhabitants of Alexandria with the mock ensigns 
of royalty in derision of Agrippa, whom Caligula had 
appointed tetrarch, Matt. xxvii. 29. 

Carthaginian ambassadors, very humiliating manner of 
their supplicating the Romans for peace, as related 
by Polybius, Luke vii. 38. 

Castor and Pollux, fable concerning, Acts xxviii. 11. 

Catholic, reason given by Gicumenius why this epithet 
was given to the epistles of James, Peter, John, and 
Jude, Preface to James, A more probable conjecture 
proposed, 22d. : ny 

Cauponari bellwm, import of this phrase, 2 Cor. ii. 17. 

Cedron, situation of this very small rivulet, John xviii. 1. 

Celibacy has no countenance in the sacred oracles, Heb. 
xiii. 4. 

Cenchrea, situation of this sea-port, ActS xviii. 18; Rom. 
xvi. 1. 

Census of the Romans, by whom instituted, Luke ii. 3. 
Account of its institution by Dionysius of Halicarnas- 
sus, ibid. In what a Roman census consisted, ibid. 
This census probably similar to that made in England 
in the reign of William the Conqueror, ibid. 

Centaur, the name of a vessel mentioned by Virgil, 
Acts xxviii. 11. 

Centurion, derivation and import of this word, Matt, 
xxvii. 54; Acts x. 1. 

Certificate, form of the, among our Saxon ancestors, of 
a man’s having purchased his own freedom, with an 
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English translation. 1 Cor. vii., in yaar Form of the 
certificate of one having purchased the liberty of ano- 
ther, 2did. Form of the certificate of redemption in 
behalf of one departed, ibid. Form of the certificate 
of persons manumitted to be devoted to the service of 
God, ibid. 

Chacham, one of the supreme officers in the Jewish 
sanhedrin, Matt. xx. 21. 

Chalcedony, account of four species of this semipellucid 
gem, Rev. xxi. 19. 

Xadkocg nywv, sounding brass, a figure of speech for a 
trumpet, 1 Cor, xiii. 1. Citations from Homer and 
Virgil in illustration of this sense of the phrase, ibid. 

a nei account of this Hindoo fast, Matt. ix., in 

ne. 

Chappars, the posts or messengers of the Persian mo- 
narchs, Matt. v.41. Have the royal authority for press- 
ing horses, ships, and even men, to assist them in the 
business in which they are employed, id:d. 

Charger, ancient acceptation of this word, Matt. xiv. 8. 

Xapic, twelve acceptations of this word in the Scriptures 
pointed out, Rom. i. 7. 

Charity, inquiry into the derivation and original accep- 
tation of this term, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 

Chazan, an officer in the Jewish synagogue, Matt. ix. 18. 

Xeipidec, gauntlets, account of this species of defensive 
armour, Eph. vi. 13. 

Verde al among the primitive Christians, what, Acts 
xiv. 23. 

Chel, the wall that separated the court of Israel from the 
court of the Gentiles, Eph. ii. 14. 

Xnpa, translated widow, probably sometimes used as the 
name of an office, 1 Tim. v. 10. 

Cherem, translation of a form of the, from Buxtorf’s Tal- 
mudical Lexicon, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Chief priests, among the Jews, who, Matt. ii. 4. 

Child of God, who properly so called, Matt. v. 45. 

Children, among the ‘; ews, frequently employed in pub- 
lic acclamations, Matt. xxi. 16. 

Children of the bridegroom, who, among the Jews, Matt. 
ix. 15, 

Chimera, the name of a vessel mentioned by Virgil, Acts 
Xxviii. 14. 

Chios, an island famous in antiquity for its extraordinary 
wines, Acts xx. 15. 

Xirwv, Bishop Pearce’s observations on the import of this 
word, Luke vi. 29. In what it differed from the suarvov, 
ibid. 

Chonos, see Konos. 

Chopping off the different members of the body seriatim, 
first the feet, then the legs, arms, and head, an ancient , 
mode of punishment, still in use among the Chinese, 
Matt. xxiv. 50. : 

Chotham, TINin, a frequent sense of this word in rabbi- 
nical writings, Rom. iv. 11. 

Xpeva, Bishop Pearce’s remark on the import of this 
word, Luke x. 42. ‘ 

Xpyodar Kpyrrop, how these words came to import, to 
deceive, Tit. 1. 11. 

Chrestus, mentioned by Suetonius in his life of Claudius, 
very uncertain who, Acts xviii. 2. » 

Christ, of the same import with Messiah, Luke ii. 11, 
Should always have the demonstrative article prefixed, 
Matt. i. 16. The rectilinear ancestors of Jesus the 
Christ among the most illustrious of the human race, 
Matt. i. 1. The commonly received Greek text of 
Matthew, which contains an account of Christ’s gene- 
alogy, most evidently defective, Matt. i. 11. This 
deficiency supplied, and the sacred text rendered per- 
fectly consistent with itself, by means of a very impor- 
tant various reading which is supported by many ma- 
nuscripts, ibid. List, in collateral columns, of the three 
times fourteen generations from Abraham to Christ, 
as corrected by these manuscripts, 747d. Considerations 
on the best mode of reconciling and explaining the 
accounts of the genealogy of our Lord, as given by 
Matthew and Luke, Luke iii., in fine. The three offices 
of prophet, priest, and king, never united except in the 
person of Christ, Matt. i. 1, 16. What probably gave 
the first idea to the ancient painters of represenung 
Christ in the manger, with a glory surrounding his 
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head, Matt. ii. 9. Sturm’s reflections on the place of 
Christ’s nativity, Matt. ii., in fine. Thoughts on the 
temptation of Christ in the wilderness by a corres- 
pondent, Matt. iv., in fine. Reflections on Christ’s last 
journey to Jerusalem, a circumstance narrated by all 
the Evangelists, Matt xxi., im fine. Bishop Newcome’s 
eritical remarks on the anointing of Christ as recorded 
by Matthew, Mark, and John, Matt. xxvi., in fine. The 
question whether Christ ate the passover with his dis- 
ciples before he suffered, largely considered, ibid. In- 
quiry inte the language of Christ’s exclamation on the 
cross, as related by Matthew and Mark, Matt. xxvii. 
46. The doctrine of the two natures in Christ, the 
human and the Divine, the only ground on which the 
Scriptures which speak of him, either in the Old or 
New Testament, can be rationally explained, John xii. 
34, Bishop Pearce’s enumeration of the several ap- 
pearances of Christ during the forty days which elapsed 
between his resurrection and ascension, John xxi. 14; 
Acts i. 3. 

Christianity, observations on the manner of its propaga- 
tion, Acts xviii., im fine. 

Christians, remarks on the origin of this appellative of 
the disciples of the Lord, Acts xi., in fine. 

Chronological Tables. Tables extending from A. M. 
3999 to A. D. 100, in which the years of the reigns of 
contemporary kings and rulers are reduced to the years 
of thirteen different eras, to which are added the years 
of the principal ecclesiastical cycles, with other nota- 
tions of time, Tables I. and II. atthe end of Acts. Ta- 
ble of remarkable events from B.C. 6, to A. D. 100, 
in which the year of the world, the year from the 
building of Rome, and the year before or after the 
birth of Christ of each event, are carefully noted, Ta- 
ble III., at the end of Acts. 

Chronus, a divinity of the Carthaginians, to whom they 
sacrificed many of their children, Rom. ix., im /fine. 
Horrible mode in which these children were put to 
death, ibid. 

Chrysolite, some account of this precious stone, Rev. 
xxi. 20. 

Chrysoprasus, a variety of the chrysolite, Rev. xxi. 20. 

Chrysostom, extract from his fifth homily, Ilepe Axara- 
Anxrov, (translated by H. 8. Boyd,) concerning the Di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ, Eph. vi., am fine. 

Church, derivation of the word, Matt. xvi., am fine. De- 
finition of the word according to the nineteenth article 
of the Church of England, idid. What is implied in 
its construction and edification, Acts ix. 31. The cry 
of “the Church is in danger,” by whom generally 
echoed, Acts xix., in fine. 

Circulation of the blood in the animal system, probably 
not unknown to the great apostle of the Gentiles, Eph. 
iv. 16. Account of some wonderful phenomena in the 
animal system with which the circulation of the blood 
is accompanied, Heb. xi., im fine. Astonishing influ- 
ence which angry or irritating language has on the 
circulation of the blood, James iii. 6. 

Citizen, what constituted a, among the Jews, Matt. 
iv. 13. 

Clawda, an island near Crete; now called Gozo, Acts 
xxvii. 18. 

Clawde’s excellent remarks on the subjects treated of in 
the second chapter of Luke’s Gospel, Luke ii., in fine. 


Cleanthes, citation of a passage from this writer, in his 
hymn to Jupiter, almost in the same words with that 
which St. Paul most probably quoted from the Pheno- 
mena of Aratus in his celebrated sermon at Athens, 
Acts xvii. 28. 

ca of Oxenford, Chaucer's character of the, 1 Tim. 
iii. 2. 

Clitophon, remarkable saying of, on having received a let- 
ter from Leucippe, 1 Cor. ix. 22. 

Clothed with a person, import of this Greek phraseology, 
illustrated by citations from Chrysostom, Dionysius 
of Nae) and Eusebius, Rom. xiii, 14; I Pet. 
v. 5. 

Cloud, employed metaphorically by the ancients to de- 
note a@ great number, Heb. xii. 1. 

Clypeus, see Aortc. 

Cnidus, where situated, Acts xxvii. 7. 
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Coals of fire, heaping of, upon the head, a metaphor taken 
from smelting metals, Rom. xii. 20. Its import, iid. 

Cohort, among the Romans, what, Acts x. 1. Account 
of the Italian band or cohort, with an ancient inscrip- 
tion given by Gruter, relative to it, ibid. The cohort 
of Augustus mentioned by Suetonius, and its name 
found by Lipsius on an ancient marble, Acts xxvii. 1. 

Colony, 8°19D, Kodwvia, Jewish definition of this term, 
Acts xvi. 12. 

Colosse, or Colassa, where formerly situated, Preface to 
Colossians. Brief sketch of its revolutions, iid. ‘The 
ancient city destroyed by an earthquake in the reigu 
of Nero, 2bid. 

Colossians, Epistle to the, when written, Preface to the 
Epistle. Style of this apostolical letter, ibid. 

Colossus of Rhodes, account of this very celebrated statue 
of antiquity, Acts xxi. 1. 

Columelia’s advice to the ploughman respecting the use 
of the goad, Acts ix. 5. 

Coming of Christ, various acceptations of this phrase in 
the sacred writings, Preface to the Second Epistle to 
the Thessalonians. 

Coming in the name of another, import of this phrase as 
used by the rabbins, John v. 43. 

Common swearing, ancient Jews notoriously guilty of, as 
shown by numerous extracts from their own writings, 
Matt. v. 37; James v. 12. 

Compassion, its powerful effect upon the animal system, 
Matt. ix. 36. : 

Conclamatio, and Conclamatum est, what the Romans 
meant by these words when employed in their funeral 

_ solemnities, Matt. ix. 32. 

Condemnation, apostolic doctrine of, John xx. 23. 

Conscience, the question, ‘‘ What is conscience ?” largely 
considered, Heb. xiii., 7n fine. 

Consolation of Israel, a name among the Jews for the 
Messiah, Luke ii. 25; Acts xiii. 15. Frequently used 
in the form of an oath, Luke ii. 25. 

Constantia, see Salamis. 

Constantine the Great, conversion of, and the amazing 
influence of this event on the whole Roman world, 
Rev. vi. 12-17; xii. 4, &c. 

Conversation, very remarkable, between a white man and 
a negro, Mark x: 50. 

Conversation, derivation and import of the originalterm 
thus translated, 2 Cor. i. 12. 

Conversion of Saul of Tarsus, in the opinion of Lord 
Lyttleton, an illustrious proof of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, Acts ix. 16. 

Coos, an island of the Grecian archipelago, formerly 
famous for the worship of Esculapius and Juno, and 
for being the birthplace of Hippocrates and Appelles, 
Acts xxi. 1. 

Coptic Version, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, 


Cor, the largest measure of capacity among the Hebrews, 
whether for solids or liquids, Luke xvi. 7. 

Corinth, a celebrated city, formerly the capital of all 
Achaia, or Peloponessus, Acts xviii. 1. Greatly cele- 
brated for its statues of Venus, the Sun, Neptune and 
Amphitrite, Diana, Apollo, Jupiter, Minerva, &c., 
Preface to the first Epistle to the Corinthians, Why 
this city was called by Cicero Totius Lumen Gracie, 
“The Eye of all Greece,” idcd. Corinth destroyed by 
the Romans under Mummius, ibid. Rebuilt by Julius 
Cesar, and again became an important city, ibid. Now 
under the domination of the Turks, 27d. 

Corinthians, in their pagan condition, excessively disso- 
lute, public prostitution forming a considerable part of 
their religion, and the multiplication of prostitutes 
being a constant subject of prayer to their idols, Pre- 
face to the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 


Corinthians, First Epistle to the, its authenticity demon- 
strated by Dr. Paley, Introduction to the Epistle. Ana~- 
lysis of this Epistle, Preface to the Epistle. The thir- 
teenth chapter from an ancient manuscript, (containin 
the first English translation of it known to exist, 
with all its peculiar orthography, points, and lines, 
1 Cor. xiii. 1. General observations on this apostolic 
letter, 1 Cor. xvi., in fine. 

Corinthians, Second Epistle to the, its authenticity de- 
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monstrated by Dr. Paley, Introduction to the Epistle. 
Substance of Dr, Lightfoot’s observations relative to 
the date of this Epistle, 2did. Dr. Whitby’s remarks 
upon the same point, Preface to the Epistle. General 
analysis of this apostolic letter, ibid. 

Cornelius, remarks on the wonderful circumstances with 
which the conversion of this Roman centurion was 
accompanied, Acts x., im fine. 

Cornelius Gallus, sentiment attributed to, very similar to 
a passage in the Apocalypse, Rev. ix. 6. 

Courts of judicatwre among the Jews, Dr. Lightfoot’s 
observations on the legal proceedings in the, Matt. v., 
an fine. 

Covenants, inquiry into the practices of the ancients in the 
formation of, Matt. xxvi. 28. e 

Cranache’s remarkable reply, when asked why he put no 
wound on either side of his figure of Christ crucified, 
John xix. 34. 

Creare, ‘to create,” several citations produced to show 
that the Romans employed this term when speaking 
of the appointment of magistrates, 1 Pet. ii. 13. 

Creeshna, an incarnation of the Supreme Being, accord- 
ing to the theology of the ancient Hindoos, John i. 11, 
14. Remarkable words of, as related in the Bhagvat 
Geeta, Matt. iii. 15; John i. 11, 14, xii. 26, xv. 5, 7. 

Crete, sketch of the revolutions of this island from its 
first mention in history to the present time, Preface to 
Titus. Homer’s description of its ancient condition, 
wid. Various names by which it was formerly known, 
wid. Now called Candia, zbid. 

Criminal code published by Joseph II., late emperor of 
Germany, remarkable character of the, Matt. v. 21. 
Criminals punished by the Jews at the times of the pub- 
lic festivals, Matt. xxvi.5. A constant practice among 
the Romans to oblige criminals to bear their cross 
to the place of execution, Matt. xxvii. 32. This illus- 
trated by a quotation from Plutarch, ibid. Raiment 
of the criminals claimed by the executioners both in 
ancient and modern times, Matt. xxvii.34. Criminals 
frequently offered up in sacrifice to the gods, Rom. ix., 

im fine. 

Crown of thorns, the Greek words so translated more pro- 
bably mean the acanthine crown, or crown formed of 
the herb acanthus, Matt. xxvii. 29. 

Crowns worn by the victors in the Olympic, Pythian, 
Nemean, and Isthmian games, of what constructed, 
1 Cor. ix. 25. 

Crucifixion, particular description of this very ancient 
mode of punishment, Matt. xxvii. 35. Formerly very 
common among the Syrians, Egyptians, Persians, 
Greeks, Romans, and the ancient Hindoos, tdzd. Still 
in use among the Chinese, ibid. Crucifixion proba- 
bly introduced among the Jews by the Romans, ibd. 
Considered the most shameful of all punishments, zd. 
Citations from Horace, in which there is allusion to 
this punishment, iid. : 

Cup, observations on the denial of the, to the laity by 
the Romanists in their administration of the Eucharist, 
Matt. xxvi. 27; 1 Cor. xi., im fine. : 

Cup of trembling, probably an allusion to the ancient me- 
thod of taking off criminals by a cup of poison, Matt. 
Logis Suse Makeley wae F 

Cupid and Psyché, an ancient allegory by which mar- 
riage is happily illustrated, Matt. Sane (oy Particular 
description of the very beautiful allegorical repre- 
sentation of the marriage union on an antique gem 
representing the marriage of Cupid and Psyché, Matt. 
xix. 6. 

Curtius, (M.) history of his devoting himself to death 
for the welfare of the Roman state, Rom. ix., im fine. 
Cutting in two, an ancient mode of punishment, men- 
tioned by sacred and profane writers, Matt. xxiv. 50. 


Cutting off the hair, a sign of great distress, and prac- 
tised on the death of near relatives, 1 Cor. xi.5. Wo- 
men, when reduced to a state of slavery, had their hair 
cut off, ibzd. 

Cycles, Ecclesiastical, account of some of the most re- 
markable, Preface to Matthew. fag 

Cymbal, description of this ancient musical instrument, 
1Cor. xiii.1. Winged cymbal, a periphrastical expres- 
sion among the Hebrews for the Egyptian sistrum, 7id. 


Cyrene, where situated, Acts ii.10. When built, accord- 


ing to Eusebius, Acts xi, 20. Its present appellation, 
bid. . 


Daily bread, see Exiovotov. 

Aawov, never used by the inspired writers in a good 
sense, Luke iv. 33. Remarkable passage in Herodo- 
tus in which this term is employed in a similar man- 
ner to that in the New Testament, Luke ix. 39. Dis- 
tinction made by heathen writers between daiwov and 
Geoc, Acts xvii. 18. 

Damascus, how it could be said to have been under the 
government of an Arabian king in the time of St. Paul, 
2 Cor. xi. 32. 

Damnameneus, AAMNAMENEY®, one of the six Ephe- 
sian characters, Acts xix. 19. Its import according to 
Hesychius, ibid. 

Damordara, or Darmadévé, the Indian god of virtue, 
Luke i. 68; John i. 14, 

Darkness at the time of owr Lord’s crucifixion, observations 
concerning the, Matt. xxvii. 45. Citations from an- 
cient writers in which it is supposed there is an allu- 
sion to this preternatural darkness, ibid. 

David, in what sense those scriptures are to be under- 
stood which state David to have been a man after God’s 
own heart, Acts xiii. 22. 

Day, Jewish division of the, Matt. xxviii. 1. 

Day of judgment, various acceptations of this phrase in 
the sacred canon, Matt. xi. 24. 

Dayspring from the sky, avatoayn e& dnbovc, Waketield’s 
criticism on this remarkable passage in the Benedictus, 
Luke i. 76. A more probable view of this portion of 
holy writ, Rev. vii. 2. 

Deacon, the lowest ecclesiastical officer in the apostolic 
age, Matt. xx. 26. Account of the office of deacon in 
the Romish and English Churches, Acts vi. 4. 

Dead, rabbinical notions relative to the mode in which 
God will raise the, 1 Cor. xv. 52, 

Dead body, binding a, to a living man, (who was obliged 
to carry it about till the contagion from the putrid mass 
took away his life,) a mode of punishment among 
some ancient tyrants, Rom. vii. 24. Citation from 
Virgil, in which this punishment is painted in all its 
horrors, iid. Remark of Servius on this passage in 
Virgil, 27d. 

Death, three kinds of, mentioned in the Scriptures, John 
v.25. Thoughts on all mankind having fallen under 
the empire of death through the original transgression, 
Rom. v., in fine. Beautiful personification of death by 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv.54. The destruction of death pre- 
dicted by Isaiah and Hosea necessarily implies the re- 
vivification of all that have ever been subjected to his 
empire; hence the doctrine of a GENERAL resurrection, 
1 Cor. xv. 26,54. How death is usually represented 
in ancient paintings, 1 Cor. xv. 55. 

Death of Christ shown to be an atonement, or expiation, 
for the sins of the world, Rom. iv., in jine. 

Debtors, Insolvent, see Insolvent Debtors. 

Decapolis, where this country was situated, Matt. iv. 25. 
Why so named, ibid. 

Decrees of God, thoughts concerning the nature of the, 
INGE, 7 

Dedication, feast of the, why instituted, John x. 22. Time 
of its celebration, ibid. 

Defensive armour of the ancients, particular description 
of the, Eph. vi. 13. 

Acirvoy, supper, the principal meal among the ancient 
Jews, Greeks, and Romans, Luke xi. 37. 

Aetowdayoveotepoc, probably used by St. Paul in a good 
sense, Acts xvii., in fine. Its derivation, 207d. 

AciowWaiwovia, Synonymous with @doBofera, according to 
Hesychius, Acts xvii., im fine. Definition by Suidas 
to the same import, iid. This word similarly em- 
ployed by Herodotus and Josephus, ibid. See also Acts 
xxv. 19. 

Delaney, copious extract from this writer, respecting the 
unlawfulness of eating blood, Acts xv., vn fine. 

Demoniacs, the plain and obvious meaning of this term, 
Matt. iv. 24. Reason given by Dr. Lightfoot why Ju- 
dea, in our Lord’s time, abounded with demoniacs, 
Matt. viii. 16. 
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Demonism, notion of some that this was a vulgar error 
current in our Lord’s time and in that of his apostles, 
considered, Matt. viii. 16, xii. 43; Mark ix. 25; Luke 
ix. 1; Acts xix. 12. Silly trifling of some commenta- 
tors on the cases of demonism recorded by the evan- 
gelists, Matt. viii. 34; Mark v. 4, 9; Luke viii, 33; 
Acts viii. 7, xvi. 18. 

Demons, material, of the Chaldaic philosophy, account of 
the, by Psellus, Luke viii. 31. ty. 

Denarius of the Romans, what, Matt. x. 29, xvili. 28, xx. 
2; Luke x. 35; John vi. 7, xii. 5. . 

Devil, whence this word is derived, Matt. iv. 24. The 
name of this apostate spirit nearly the same in most 
European languages, ibid. . 

AcaBodoc, Devil, not found in any part of the sacred wri- 
tings in the plural number when speaking of evil spi- 
rits, and why, Matt. iv. 24; Jude 9. Derivation of 
the word, Matt. iv. 24, xiii. 19. This word some- 
times imports a calumniator, talebearer, whisperer, or 
backbiter, Eph. iv. 27; 1 Tim. iii. 11; 2 Tim. iii. 3; 
Tit. iii. 3. 

Diana, temple of, at Ephesus, its former magnificence 
and dimensions, Acts xix. 24. Reduced to ashes by 
Erostrates on the same night in which Alexander the 
Great was born, iid. Afterwards rebuilt and adorned, 
iid. Now a Turkish mosque, iid. Account of a 
beautiful representation of this temple on a medal en- 
graved by Montfaucon, ibid. Medals of this descrip- 
tion thought by some to be what is meant by the 
silver shrines which Demetrius made for Diana, zid. 
These silver shrines more probably small portable 
representations of the temple of Diana, bought by 
strangers as matters of curiosity, and for purposes of 
devotion, 7bid. 

Diana of Ephesus, an ancient object of idolatry widely 
different from Diana the huntress, Acts xix. 27. Ge- 
neral description of the statues of this goddess which 
still remain, iid. Reasons for believing that, by the 
statue of the great goddess Diana, the pagans intended 
to represent ‘“‘ Nature full of varied creatures, and mo- 
ther of all things,” iid. 

Avadnxn, derivation and import of this word, Preface to 
Matthew, p. 27. Dr. Macknight’s observations, Heb. 
ix., in fine. ‘ 

Didrachma, what, Matt. xvii. 24. 

Didymus, import of this name, John xi. 16, 

Dii Majores, among the Greeks and Romans, their num- 
ber and names, Acts xix. 27. 

Dit Manes, customary among the ancient heathens, in 
the time of any plague or public calamity, to sacrifice 
one of the lowest or most execrable of the people to 
these inferna] gods, Rom. ix. 3. 

Dii Minores, among the heathen, who, Acts xix. 27. 

Atkatow, seven acceptations of this word in the New Tes- 
tament pointed out, Rom. i. 17. 

Atkatoovyn, ten acceptations of this word in the New Tes- 
tament, Rom. i. 17. 

Atxactrat, why heathen judges were so named, 1 Cor. 
Walodla 

Atxn, Diké, Justice, personified by Hesiod, and repre- 
sented as a goddess, Acts xxviii. 4. The ancient Mal- 
tese seem to have had a similar idea, iid. 

Awwxewv, rendered to persecute, a forensic term, Matt. 
Wools 

Dionysian period, account of this very celebrated eccle- 
siastical cycle, Preface to Matthew, p. 34. 

Dionysius the Areopagite, saying attributed to this man 
which is supposed to-have an allusion to the preterna- 
tural darkness at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, 
Matt. xxvii. 45. 

Disciple, import of the original word so translated, Matt. 
v. 1, x. 24. 

Discipline, absolute necessity of, in the Christian Church, 
1 Cor. v., in fine. 

Dispositions, four kinds of, as stated in the Midrash Ha- 
naalam, James i. 19. 

Divine inspiration, Dr. Whitby’s observations on the va- 
rious manners in which it was granted to the sacred 
writers, Introduction to the Gospels ara Acts, § I. 

Divinity of Christ demonstrated, Matt. xii.6, 11, xv. 30, 
xviii. 20, xxviii. 18; Luke v. 21, xxii. 43; John i, 1, 
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ii. 24, iii. 13, v: 8, 19, 20, 21-23, xviii.6, xxi. 28; Acts 
vii. 59; Rom. ix. 5; Eph. iv..7; Col. i. 16, 17, iii 11; 
Tit. ii., in fine; Heb. i. 3, &c., et in fine; iii. 4; 2 Pet. 
Tels) Reve Vviels\ poet 0G; J 

Divorce, doctrines of the two great schools at Shammai 
and of Hillel respecting, Matt. xix. 3. 

Divorcement, form of a bill of, among the Jews, Matt. v. 
31; 1 Cor. vii. 10. 

Dog, : sacred animal among the ancient Egyptians, Rom. 
i. 2 

Bags derivation and original import of this term, Acty 
xvi. 4, 

Aoxew, various acceptations of this word, Luke viii 
18; 1 Cor. vii. 40, x. 12. Often an expletive, Luke 
viii. 18. 

Dominus, a title refused by the emperors Augustus and 
Tiberius, Acts xxv. 26. Affected by some of the suc- 
ceeding emperors, ibid. Celebrated saying of Tiberius 
relative to this title, zbzd. 

Doob, among the Hindoos a species of small salad, 1 Cor. 
vii., in fine. Its mystical import when employed in the 
ceremony of the manumission of a slave, 2bid. 

Door, metaphorical acceptation of this term among the 
rabbins, Rev. iii. 20. 

Dorcas, import of this name, Acts ix. 36. 

Awpov, 1), its different acceptations, Matt. v. 24. 

Aopy or Lance, account of this military weapon of the 
ancient Greeks, Eph. vi. 13. 

Aootcg and Awpnya, indifferently translated in our version 
gift, distinction between, James i., 2m fine. 

AovaAsca and Aatpera explained, see Rom. xii. 1. 

Aovdoc, inquiry into the import of this term, Rom. i. 1, 
vi. 16. 

Doxology of the Lord’s Prayer, rejected by Griesbach, 
Wetstein, and the most eminent Greek critics, Matt. 
vi. 13. Variously writtea in the manuscripts, zbzd. 
Certainly very ancient, and probably genuine, ibid. 

Drachma of the Greeks of about the same value as the 
Roman denarius, Luke xv. 8. 

Drag-net, the proper meaning of caynvy, Matt. xiii. 47. 

Dragon, when this military standard was introduced 
among the Romans, Rev. xii.2. The standard, and 
peat of the dragon itself, of a purple or red colour, 
ibid, 

Draught, see Agedpav. 

Drawing nigh to God, a phrase of very frequent occur- 
rence, in the sacred writings, whence it originated, 
Matt. xxvii. 6. 

Dress, Rev. J. Wesley’s remarks on, 1 Tim. ii., in fine. 

Dropsy, why this disorder is so named, Luke xiv. 2. 

Drowning with a great weight hung on the neck, an an- 
cient mode of punishing criminals, Matt. xviii. 6; 
Luke xvii. 2. 

Drusilla, wife of Felix, some account of, Acts xxiv. 24. 

Dust, shaking off the, from the clothes or feet, what this 
symbolical action imported among the ancient Jews, 
Matt. x. 14; Acts xiii. 51. 

Dust, throwing of, into the air, a mark among the an- 
cients of the greatest contempt, Acts xxii. 23. 

Dying daily, citations from Philo, Libanius, and Livy, 
to show that this is an ancient form of speech for con- 
tinuwal exposure to a violent death, 1 Cor. xv. 31. 


Haghe, ihe, was the Roman ensign, Matt. xxiv. 28; Rev. 

xii. 12. 

BGs Uiead by the ancients to Memory, Matt. 
XVi11. 

Earth, notions of the ancients respecting its origin and 
formation, 2 Pet. iii. 5. The earth’s rotation round 
its axis the cause of the regular succession of day and 
night, Heb. xi., in fine. Its spheroidal figure, 2 Pet. 
iii. 5. 

East, opinion predominant throughout the, about the 
time of our Lord’s nativity, that some great personage 
would soon make his appearance for the deliverance 
of Israel, and obtain universal empire, Matt. ii. 3. 
asus from Suetonius and Tacitus to this effect, 
ibid. , 

Easter, Christian, rules by which the time of this move- 
able festival is ascertained, Acts xii. 4. 

East Indian ink, how made, Col. ii. 14. The whole of 
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it readily discharged from the paper by the application 
of a wet sponge, did. 

Ecclesiastical works, alphabetical list of, referred to in 
the various readings quoted occasionally in these notes, 
with the times in which they are supposed to have been 
written, Introduction tothe Gospels and Acts, pp. 25, 


Eyevy, citations from classical writers to show that this 
word, without the negative particle, is synonymous 
With of wAovotot, the rich, and vice versa, Matt. xiii. 12. 

Eclipse of the sun by the interposition of the moon, shown 
not to have been the cause of the darkness over the 
land of Judea at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, 
Matt. xxvii. 45. 

Beppo, orxovouta, definition of, by Dr. Macknight, Eph. 
i. 10. 

Eden, its derivation and import, Luke xxiii. 43. 

By eee surety, in what it differs from weoiryc, mediator, 

eb. vil., in fine. 

Egypt, boundaries of this extensive country of Africa, 
Acts ii. 10. 

Egyptian, Josephus’s account of a commotion occasioned 
by an, in the apostolic age, Acts xxi. 38. Great dis- 
crepancy in the numbers stated by St. Luke and Jose- 
phus to have been assembled on this occasion, how 
accounted for by Dean Aldridge, iid. Another mode 
of solving the difficulty, iid. 

Egyptians, formerly a settled belief among these people 
that their gods, in the likeness of men or animals, oc- 
casionally descended to the earth, and travelled through 
different provinces, to punish, reward, and protect, 
Acts xiv. 11. 

Ez, Thou art, a word above the door of the ancient tem- 
ple of Delphos, on which Plutarch has written an ex- 
press treatise, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Evhexpwveca, and EvAckpuvye, derivation and import of 
these words, 2 Cor. i. 12. 

Evpyvn, nine acceptations of this word in the New Tes- 
tament pointed out, Rom. i. 7. 

Eve tov ovpavov, a Jewish phrase for evg rov Geov, Luke 
xv. 18. 

Exyewo and Exyvo, used in the Septuagint in a sacrificial 
sense, Matt. xxvi. 28. 

ExxAnova, this word, generally translated church, means 
an assembly of any kind, good or bad, lawful or un- 
lawful, Acts xix. 32. ; t f 

EAaytororepoc, observations on this singular expression 
of St. Paul, Eph. iii. 8. ; 

Eleazar, manner in which this Jew of the apostolic age 
is said to have ejected demons, as related by Josephus, 
‘Acts xix. 14. 

Election and Reprobation, unconditional, doctrine of, 
considered, Rom. ix., in fine; 1 Thess. i.4; Heb. iii. 
105) 1 Petri. 2: yes 

Electorates of the holy Roman empire, period of their in- 
stitution involved in great uncertainty, Rev. xvii. 9. 
Their original number, ibid. Brief sketch of the very 
great influence of the sovereigns of these states before 
and at the period of the Reformation, 2d. 

Eteyyoc, demonstration, logical definition of this word, 
Heb. xi. 1. Aristotle’s definition, 2b7d. ‘ 

EXtedev in, words with which the pzans, or hymns in ho- 
nour of Apollo, commenced an terminated, a manifest 
corruption of the Hebrew ' a on hallelu Yah, Rey. 
5.0 0.col 4 

E2evFepoc, translated freeman, properly imports freedman, 
1 Cor. vii., in fine’ Synonymous with libertus among 
the Romans, iid. ; 

Hauxca, its import, Matt. vi. 27. ; 

Elizabeth, import of this name, Luke i. 60. i ; 

EAAnvec, Greeks, very extensive meaning of t . pti 
among the ancient Jews, Mark vii. 26. In what ‘E”- 
Anvec, differs from ‘EAAnviorat, Acts vi. I. athe 

Ellipsis, or oval, the figure of every planetary orbit hi- 
therto discovered, Heb. xi., in fine. : * 

Elymas, inquiry into the import of this name, Acts 
xiii. 8. : 

Hyepa often has the import of judgment, for which some 
examples are produced, 1 Cor. iv. 3: 
Emerald, account of this precious stone, 
Emperors of Germany, ee revolution 
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power appertaining to ine, Jrom the ninth to the four- 
teenth century, Rev. xvii. 9. 

EurAjotnvac sometimes imports to be satisfied, tobe grati- 
fied, and to enjoy, Rom. xv. 24. Citations from Elian, 
Maximus Tyrius, and Homer, in which this word is 
to be thus understood, ibid. ‘ 

Enchus, Eyyve, or spear, form of the, among the ancient 
Greeks, Eph. vi. 13. 

Engrafting, mode of, among the Romans, according to 
Virgil, Rom. xi. 22. 

Engraved stones, sometimes placed over the principal 
gates of cities and fortresses, in Mohammedan coun- 
tries, specifying the date of erection, repairs, &c., and 
containing some religious sentiment or verse from the 
Koran, 2 Tim. ii., in fine. 

Enigma attributed to Lactantius, Matt. xxiii. 33. 

Ensigns, different sorts of, among the ancient Romans, 
Rev. xii. 14. . 

Entellus and Dares, Virgil’s account of the boxing match 
between, 1 Cor. ix. 26. 

Envy, beautiful personification of this vice by Ovid, with 
Addison’s elegant and nervous translation, Rom. i. 29. 

Egeora ypaypata, Ephesian characters, account of these 
amulets by Suidas, Hesychius, and Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, Acts xix. 19. 

Ephesians, very corrupt state of this people in the apos- 
tolic age, Eph. v. 7. 

Ephesians, Epistle to the, demonstrated by Dr. Paley to 
be an authentic letter of St. Paul, Introduction to the 
Epistle, pp. 421-426. Consideration of the disputed 
point, whether this apostolical letter was written to 
the Ephesians or to the Laodiceans, Preface to the 
Epistle, pp. 427-429. 

Ephesus, an ancient city of great celebrity, in which was 
the famous temple of Diana, Acts xviii. 19. Chan- 
dler’s very impressive description of the ancient and 
modern condition of Ephesus, ibid. The illustrious 
title of Neocorus said to have been first assumed by this 
city, Acts xix. 35. 

Ephraim, Ephrem, Ephram, or Ephratha, where situated, 
according to Jerome and Eusebius, John xi. 54. 

Epicureans, a famous sect of ancient philosophers, Acts 
xvii. 18. Brief sketch of their doctrines, zid. Why 
so named, ibid. 

Epicurus, a celebrated Greek philosopher, when and 
where born, Acts xvii. 18. 

Epimenides, an ancient Greek poet, a hexameter line 
from whom is cited by St. Paul, Tit. i.12. Reputed 
a prophet by the Cretans, 7bid. Citations to this effect 
from Plato, Diogenes Laertes, and Cicero, ibid. 

Ezcovotov, a word which has greatly perplexed critics 
and commentators, Matt. vi. 11. Origen’s conjecture 
concerning its origin, ibid. The interpretation of 
this word given by Theophylact the most probable 
of any, zid. Wakefield’s conjecture, zbid. ‘To what 
custom this word has probably an allusion, according 
to Harmer, 77d. 

Exiokoroc, bishop, its derivation, Acts i. 20. What the 
office of emcxomoc was in the primitive Christian 
Church, ibid. 

ExvSvuew, in what sense used by our Lord, Matt. v. 28. 

Exitporoc, various acceptations of this word, Luke viii. 
3. What meant by this word in the rabbinical wri- 
tings, when written in Chaldaic characters, iid. 


Equal areas in equal times, description of, a law to which 
every primary and secondary planet in the solar sys- 
tem is subjected, and probably every other body in the 
whole material universe, Heb. xi., im fine. This law 
the necessary consequence of a universal and continu- 
ally operating influence diffused throughout nature, 
which philosophers term gravity or attraction, wid. 

Equinumeral verses of Leonidas of Alexandria, three 
curious examples from this poet, Rev. xiii. 18. Ac- 
count given by Aulus Gellius, of equinumeral verses 
in the Iliad and Odyssey, 72d. ; 

Eras of the world, short account of the Usherian, Alex- 
andrian, Antiochian, and Constantinopolitan, Preface 
to Matthew, p. 4. : ; 

Eso, an object of idolatrous worship among the ancient 
Gauls, to whom human victims were offered, Rom. ix., 
in fine, fe 
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Eoortpov ev aiviyyaot, inquiry into the import of this 
remarkable expression of St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

Espousal, the, among the Jews, though the marriage had 
not been consummated, considered as binding on both 
sides, Matt. i. 18. A breach of this contract deemed a 
case of adultery, and punished as such, wid. The 
contract could only be legally dissolved by a regular 
divorce, aid. , 

Essenes, some account of this Jewish sect, Matt. xix. 12. 

Eternal filiation of the Son of God, remarks on the doc- 
trine of the, Luke i. 35; Acts xiii. 33; Heb. i., in fine. 

Eternity of rewards and punishments, in_a future state, 
shown to be a doctrine of Scripture, Matt. xxv. 46; 
xxvi. 24; Mark ix. 43-50; John iii. 36; 2 Thess. i. 9. 

Eternity, beautiful saying of Plutarch relative to, 2 Pet. 
iii. 8. 

EGedw, in what sense this verb is frequently used in the 
Septuagint, Matt. xxvii. 43. 

Eucharist, observations on the institution of the, Matt. 
xxvi. 26. Harmonized view of the account given 
of this ordinance in three gospels and one epistle, ibid. 

EvayyeAvov, Gospel, shown to signify the reward which 
the bringer of good tidings is entitled to receive, Pre- 
face to Matthew, pp. 30,31. Other acceptations of 
this term, Preface to Matthew, p. 31. 7 

Evepyeova, Dr. Macknight’s observations on the meaning 
of this word, 1 Tim. vi. 2. 

Evuphorbus, death of, as related in the Iliad, cited to show 
how the ancient Greeks plaited and adorned their hair, 
IP Abinin, bh Ge 

Euripides, extract from the Alcestis of, very similar to a 
saying of St. Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 

Euroclydon, in the opinion of Dr. Shaw, one of those 
tempestuous winds now called levanters, Acts xxvii. 
14. Derivation of the word, ibid. 

Ever and ever, a very happy rendering of evg Tove atwvac, 
Matt. vi. 13. 

Evermore, import of this term, Matt. vi. 13. 

Evil, thoughts on the origin of, Matt. xiii. 36. Reflec- 
tions on the mysterious permission of this principle in 
the world for so many ages, ibid. 

Evil communications corrupt good manners, a saying of 
St. Paul which, it is generally supposed, he cited from 
Menander’s lost comedy of Thais, 1 Cor. xv.33. Quo- 
tations from Afschylus, Diodorus Siculus, and The- 
ognis, of similar import, 2b7d. 

Eunuchs, various kinds of, Matt. xix. 12. 

Efavaoraoce, in what this word probably differs in import 
from avacractc, Phil. iii. 11. ; , 

Excommunication, description of the three kinds of, 
among the Jews, the nidduz, 13), the cherem, DN, 
and the shammatha, xnnw, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Exorcisms very frequent in the primitive Church, Acts 
xix. 17. The name of Jesus was that alone used in 
the adjuration, iid. The adjuration commonly made 
over the catechumens before they were admitted to 
baptism, iid. 

Exorcists among the Jews adjured by the name of Solo- 
mon, according to Josephus, Acts xix. 14. Exorcists 
a distinct class in the primitive Christian Church, 
MGS eebe, yf, 

Efovova, in what this word differs in import from dvvapte, 
Acts i. 8. 

Efovbevnuevoc, why this epithet was given to the lowest 
bench of justice among the Jews, 1 Cor. vi. 4. 

Extreme Unction of the Romish Church shown to be 
widely different from the anointing mentioned by St. 
James, James v. 14. 


Fables of the ancients, reasons for believing that some 
of these have arisen out of the names of ships, Acts 
xxviii. 11. 

Faith, the cracr by which it is produced, and the act of, 
demonstrated to be essentially distinct things, without 
the harmonious union of which no man ever was or 
ever can be saved, Eph. ii. 8. 

Faith, hope, and love, observations on, in reference to a 
future world, 1 Cor. xiii., in fine. 

Faithfulness of God, a favourite expression among the 


the rabbins in illustration of this attribute of the Divine 
nature, tid. 

Falarica, see Phalarica. : 

Fall, metaphorical import of this term, Rom. v., in fine. 

Falling stars have been deemed by the common people 
an omen of evil times, Matt. xxiv. 29. Examples pro- 
duced, ibid. 

False Christs, some account of the, who appeared before 
the destruction of the Jewish polity by the Romans, 
Matt. xxiv. 5. f 

Famines, account of four, in the reign of Claudius the 
Roman emperor, Acts xi. 28. : 

Farewell, an old English form of expressing good wishes 
and good will, Acts xv. 29. Derivation of the word, 
ibid. 

Farthing, a corruption of fourthing, Luke xxi. 2. Why 
so named, tid. : . 

Fasting, general observations on, Matt. ix., in fine. 
Considered by the Mohammedans as an essential part 
of piety, 2bid. 1 

Fasts of the Pharisees, many of them very supersti- 
tious, Matt. ix. 14. Particular description of the 
twelve kinds of fasts among the Hindoos, Matt. ix., 
un fine. ; 

Father, curious note in a Bible published by Edmund 
Becke, relative to the title of father given to the pope, 
Matt. xxiii., in fine. The four things which, among 
the ancient Jews, every father was bound to do tor his 
son, Mark vi. 3. He who acted a kind, instructing, 
and indulgent part to another, was styled the father of 
such a one, Rom. xvi. 138. This sense of the word 
illustrated by a citation from Terence, aid.; 1 Cor. 
Viale: 

Fearful portents that immediately preceded the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans, Matt. xxiv. 7. 

Feasts of Charity, in the primitive Christian Church, see 
Ayarat. 

Feliz, account of this Roman governor by Tacitus and 
Suetonius, Acts xxiii. 24. 

Female dancers, the people of the East from time imme- 
morial very extravagant in their testimony of respect 
to, Mark vi. 23. A remarkable example produced, 77d. 

Feudul system, brief sketch of the, as it prevailed in Eu- 
rope, before the Reformation, Rev. xvii. 9. 

Final perseverance of the saints, doctrine of the, consi- 
dered, John x. 28; Acts ii. 47, xi. 23; 1 Cor. x. 12; 
Heb. iii. 7, vi. 6. 

First Cause, general definition of the Great, John iv. 24. 

Flesh and blood, a Hebrew periphrasis for man in his 
present state of infirmity and decay, Matt. xvi. 17; 
1 Cor. xv. 50; Gal. i. 16; Eph. vi. 12. 

Flux and reflux of the ocean, phenomena and cause of 
the, Heb. xi., 27 fine. 

Fool, the original word so rendered, implied the highest 
enormity and most aggravated guilt, Matt. v.22. How 
such an expression, opprobriously applied, was pu- 
nished among the Gentoos, ibid. 

ee ee by the ancients to Genius, Matt. 
xvii. 

Foreknowledge of God, observations on the, Acts ii., infine. 

Form of doctrine, the original words so rendered a figu- 
rative expression taken from the melting of metals. 
Rom. vi. 17. 

Form of God, nopén Ocov, substance of Dr. Whitby’s ob- 
servations on this remarkable expression of St. Paul, 
Phil. ii. 6. 

Forms of government of the ancient Latins and Romans, 
enumeration of the, in their chronological order, Rev. 
xii. 3, xiii. 1, xvii. 10. 

Foul, whence this word is probably derived, John iii. 20. 

Four which have principality in this world, according 
to the rabbins, Rev. iv. 8. 

Franks, a general appellation in Asiatic countries for 
the inhabitants of Europe, Acts xi. 20. 

Frree agency of man demonstrated, Eph. ii. 8; Phil. ii. 18, 

ers Aristotle’s very remarkable definition of a, Acts 
iv. 32. 

Friend of the bridegroom, or paranymph, observations on 
the office of the, John iii., 7m fine. 


ancient Jews, 1 Cor. i.9. Two anecdotes related by | Friendship, remarkable instances of, John xv. 13. 
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Frivolous questions, and the answers given to them, by 
the wisest and most reputable of the Jewish rabbins, 
Aki Tita): 

Ful, wae this Saxon word is probably derived, John 
iii. 20. 

Funeral banquets to commemorate the dead, and comfort 
the surviving relatives, common among the ancients, 
Matt. ix. 32. 

Fr, how this Latin word has been applied by the ancient 
Romans, Tit. ii. 10. 


Gadarenes, see Gergasenes. 

Gaius, the Greek mode of writing the Roman name 
Caius, 3 John 1. 

Galate or Galatians, the tribes into which these people 
were divided, with the number of their tetrarchies and 
cantons, according to Strabo and Pliny, Preface to Ga- 
latians. Religion and personal appearance of the an- 
cient Galate, 2bid. 

Galatia, where situated, and why so named, Preface to 
Galatians. When reduced into the form of a Roman 
colony, tid. Boundaries of Galatia, ibid. Under the 
Christian emperors divided into two provinces, Galatia 
Prima, and Galatia Secunda, ibid. 

Galatians, authenticity of the Epistle to the, ably vindi- 
cated by Dr. Paley, Introduction to the Epistle. In- 
quiry into the date of this epistle, Preface to the Epistle. 
Synopsis of the arguments employed in this apostolic 
letter to prove the truth of the Christian religion, ibid. 
Observations on the great similarity between St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Galatians and his Epistle to the Romans, 
Gal. vi., in fine. 

Galilee, its boundaries, Matt. iv. 3. Singular tradition 
among the ancient Jews that the Messiah should begin 
his ministry in this country, Matt. iv. 15. 

Galilee, sea of, or lake of Tiberias, Jewish tradition 
ae to the right of fishing in this water, Matt. 
iv. 18. 

Gall of bitterness, import of this Hebraism, Acts viii. 23. 

Gallio, some account of this Roman deputy or proconsul, 
Acts xviii. 12. A passage in the life of this man ge- 
nerally misunderstood, Acts xviii. 17. 

Gamaliel, some account of this very celebrated doctor of 
the law among the Pharisees, Acts v. 34. 

Gaoler, among the Romans, responsible for his prisoner, 
under the same penalty to which the prisoner himself 
was exposed, Acts xvi. 27. 

Garment, some account of the rough, of the ancient pro- 
phets, Heb. xi. 37. 

Gate, ae pas acceptation among the Jews, Mait. 
viii. 14. 

Gates of hell or of Hades, import of this figurative expres- 
sion, Matt. xvi. 18 “ 

Gaza, why so named, and where situated, Acts viii. 26. 

I'y, aterm by which the land of Judea is not unfrequently 
expressed, Luke ii. 1; Rev. ix. 7. 

Gemarists, citation of very remarkable passages from the, 
in which open confession is made that the birth of the 
Messiah had taken place long before their times, Matt. 
H.0. 

Gemonia Scala, a place at Rome where criminals were 
executed, Matt. xxvii. 33. 

Tevea, a general acceptation of this word in the evangel- 
ists, Matt. xi. 16, xii. 39, xxiii. 36, xxiv. 34; Mark 
xiii. 39. , 

Teveadoyntoc, he whose stock and descent is entered on 
record, Heb. vii. 3. f 

Genealogical tables of the Jews, thoughts on their total 
destruction in the apostolic age, 1 Tim. i. 4. 

Genealogy of our Lord, considerations on the best mode 
of reconciling and explaining the, as given by St. Mat- 
thew and St. Luke, chiefly extracted from the Prole- 
gomena of the Rev. Dr. Barrett’s fac-simile of a frag- 
ment of the Gospel of St. Matthew, from a manuscript 
in Trinity college, Dublin, Luke iii., on fine. 

General council, authority of a, declared at the synods of 
Constance and Basil to be superior to that of the pope, 
Rev. xvii. 9. ‘ re 

Gennesaret, where this country was situated, Mark vii. 53. 
Why possibly so named, 77d. : 

Gennesaret, lake of, its length and breadth, according to 
Josephus, Luke v. 1. 

I 


Gentile world, reflections on the dreadful state of the, as 
described by St. Paul, Rom. i., in fine. 

Gentiles, citation from Virgil to show that in their 
sacrifices they fed on the slain beasts, and ate and 
drank in honour of the gods, 1 Cor. x. 21. General 
observations on the calling of the Gentiles, Rom. xvi., 
un fine. 

George III, tribute of praise to the character and con- 
duct of this British king, Rom. xiii. 1. 

Gergasenes, Gergesenes, Gerasenes, Gadarenes, Gergesians, 
or Gersedonians, who, Matt. viii. 28. 

Germany, very singular constitution of the late empire 

SOL, Re vcvudeo 

Teppwv, or Veppa, the gerron, a species of shield first used 
by the Persians, Eph. vi. 13. 

Gethsemane, a garden at the foot of the Mount of Olives, 
Matt. xxvi. 36. Conjecture concerning the derivation 
of the name, zbid. 

Ghost, to Give up the, an act properly attributable to Jesus 
Christ alone, Matt. xxvi. 50. 

Gifts of the Holy Ghost, Dr. Lightfoot’s remarks on these 
being thrice summed up by the apostle in his First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xii., in fine. 

Gifts from Jove not to be despised, a proverbial expression 
among the heathens, 1 Tim. iv. 4. 

Girding up of the loins, what meant by this phrase among 
the ancients, 1 Pet. i. 13. 

Gleucus, TAevkoc, what, according to Hesychius and 
Suidas, Acts ii. 13. 

TAwoookouov, import of this word, as given by Pollux, in 
his Onomasticon, John xii. 6. What the Talmudists 
meant by this word, when written in Chaldaic charac- 
ters, ibid. 

Glories, round the heads of Chinese, Hindoo, and Chris- 
tian saints, real or supposed, what intended to import, 
Acts ii. 3. 

Glory, seven degrees of, according to the rabbins, 1 Cor. 
xv. 42. 

Gnostic theology, some account of the, Preface to the 
Gospel of John; Preface to the First Epistle of John. 
Goatherds represented by Homer as being so well ac- 
quainted with their own flocks, as easily to distinguish 

them, though intermixed with others, John x. 14. 

God, proofs 4 priori and 4@ posteriori, of the being of a, 
Heb. xi., in fine. A notion prevalent among the ancient 
Jews and heathens, that if any man saw God, or his 
representative angel, he must surely die, Luke v. 8. 

God of this world, exceedingly likely that by this expres- 
sion St. Paul means the TRUE God, 2 Cor. iv. 4. Ire- 
neus, Tertullian, Chrysostom, Theodoret, Photius, 
Fee eae and Augustine, entertained this opinion, 
ibid. 

Gods, occasional appearing of, in the sumilitude of men, or 
animals, a notion entertained by the heathens, Acts 
xiv. 11, 15. Citations from Homer and Ovid to this 
effect, ibid. 

Gods, carrying of the, to battle, customary among most 
nations, Acts vii. 43. 

Gog, various conjectures concerning the person or peo- 
ple intended by this name, Rev. xx. 8. 

Going to law, observations on this practice of some pro- 
fessing Christianity, Matt. v. 40; 1 Cor. vi., passim. 
Gold, observations on the curious properties of, 1 Pet.i., 
in fine. Saying of a Scottish poet respecting the bale- 

ful effects of the love of gold, 1 Tim. v., in fine. 

Gold coin, of the Great Mogul Shah Jean very cireum- 
stantially described, 2 Tim. ii., am fine. 

Golden Bull of Charles I[V., emperor of Germany, cita- 
tion of a very remarkable passage from the, Rev. 
xiii. 6. 

Golden chain of Jupiter, beautiful fable of the, with its 
most excellent moral, John xii. 32. 

Golden chain of justice among the ancients, what, John 
xii. 52. Description of one belonging to Jehengeer 
Nameh, 7id. Cone 

Golgotha, the place of our Lord’s crucifixion, why pro- 
bably so named, Matt. xxvii. 32. The same with 
Calvary, ibid. Not unlikely that this was the place of 
public execution near Jerusalem similar to the Gemo- 
nie Scale at Rome, 22d. 

Good news, when unexpected, its general effect upon the 
animal system, Matt. xxviii. 8. 
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Gospel, inquiry into the derivation and import of this 
word, Preface to Matthew. Dr. Whitby’s enumera- 
tion of the particulars in which the superiority of the 
Gospel dispensation over the law consists, 2 Cor. iii., 
in fine. . 

Gospel of the Infancy, character of this apocryphal work, 
Matt. ii. 13. 

Gospels, harmonized Tables of Contents of the, by Dr. 
Marsh, John xxi., in fine. 

Gothic Version of the New Testament, some account of 
the, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts. 

Grace, see Xaptc. ; 

Grace before and after meat, see Blessing. ; ‘ 

Grain of wheat, death of the, what implied by this phrase, 
John xii. 24. A most philosophical verity beautifully 
illustrative of the resurrection of the body, z7d.; 1 
Cor. xv. 36. ine: 

Great fish that swallowed up Jonah, strange trifling of 
ancient and modern commentators relative to this sub- 
ject, Matt. xii. 40. f 

Gravitation, remarks on this wonderful influence which 
is diffused throughout the material universe, Heb. xi., 
in fine. Two remarkable laws that necessarily result 
from this all-pervading and continued energy, and 
from which its existence has been demonstrated, iid. 

Grecian armies, customary with the, before engage- 
ment to offer prayers to the gods for their success, Eph. 
vi. 18 

Grecian games of antiquity, general observations on the, 
1 Cor. ix., in fine. 

Greece, why the Roman deputy in this country was 
named the proconsul of Achaia, Acts xviii. 12. 

Greek article, H. 8. Boyd’s observations on a very re- 
markable rule to which it is universally subjected, 
Eph. vi., in fine. This rule illustrated by a vast va- 
riety of citations from the New Testament; and also 
from Chrysostom, Gregory Nazianzen, Basil, Lucian, 
Xenophon, Aschylus, Heliodorus, Methodius, Justin 
Martyr, Sophocles, Eusebius, Theodoret, Irenzus, 
Ignatius, and Cantacuzen, zbid. Remarks by the same 
Greek critic on another law to which this article is 
subjected, Heb. i., im fine. This rule illustrated by 
several examples, ibd. 

Greeks, this appellative not unfrequently synonymous 
with Gentile, Acts xi., 20. 

Gregory, (Josiah) remarkable saying of this illiterate 
collier of Somersetshire, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 

Gregory VII, (surnamed Hildebrand,) ambitious charac- 
ter of this pontiff, Rev. xiii. 15. 

Guardian angels, opinions of the Jews and Romanists 
concerning, Acts xii. 15. 

Tvuvoc, naked, often signifies the absence of the upper 
garment only, John xxi. 7. Some examples produced, 
bid. 


Hades, whence derived, and its import, Matt. xi. 23; 
Acts ii. 27. 

Hades, beautiful personification of, 1 Cor. xv. 55. 

Hadley’s Hindostan Dialogues, citation from, in illustra- 
tion of our Lord’s parable of the unjust steward, Luke 
xavilauile 

Hagiographa, what books of Holy Writ were known 
among the Jews by this name, Luke xxiv. 44. 

Hail of God, import of this Hebraism, Luke vi. 12. 

Hair of the ancient Grecian and Roman women often 
crisped and curled in the most variegated and complex 
manner, 1 Tim. ii. 9; 1 Pet. iii. 3. 

Happy man, Virgil’s definition of a, Matt. v. 3. 

Happy are the dead, a proverb of frequent occurrence in 
the Greek and Roman poets, Rev. xiv. 13. Two ex- 
amples produced, ibid. 

Harmosym, a sort of magistrates among the Lacedzmo- 
ns; 2 Cor. xi. 2. The nature of their employment, 

ad. 

Hastati, who, among the Romans, Matt. viii. 9. 

Hatem Tai Nameh, very instructive anecdote from the, 
1 Thess. iv. 12. 

Heads of married and single women, how distinguished 
in monuments of antiquity, 1 Pet. iii. 3. 

Health, description of, by Maximus Tyrius, Heb. iv. 2. 

Heathen, state of the, who have no opportunity of know- 
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ing how to escape from their corruption and misery, 
Rom. v., in fine. 

Heathenism, brief sketch of the rapid decline of, in the 
Roman world, in the fourth century, Rev. xii. 9. 

Heathen names, great impropriety of the use of, in Chris- 
tian countries, Acts xxviii. 11. 

Heathens, when about to perform some very sacred rites, 
were accustomed to command the irreligious to keep 
at a distance, 1 Tim. i. 9. Citations from Orpheus 
and Virgil in illustration of this circumstance, ibid. 

Heavens, seven in number, according to the rabbins, 2 
Cor. xii. 2. Their names, ibid. The number of hea- 
vens that can be legitimately deduced from the sacred 
records are only three, ibid. Their names, iid. 

Hebrew Scriptures, how divided by the ancient Jews, 
Matt. xvii. 9; Luke xxiv. 44. 

Hebrews, Epistle to the, Dr. Lardner’s inquiry to whom 
it was written; in what language, by whom, and the 
time and place of writing it, Introduction to the Epis- 
tle. Mr. Thomas Oliver’s observations relative to the 
occasion and design of this epistle, ibid. This letter 
by far the most important and useful of all the apos- 
tolic writings, Preface to Hebrews. General plan and 
analysis of this epistle, 2b2d. 

Hebron, where situated, Luke i. 39. 

Hell, whence derived, and what it now imports, Matt. xi. 
23. This place or state of torment as described by two 
of our greatest poets, Matt. viii. 12. , 

Hellenists, who, Acts vi. 1, xi. 20. 

Hen, citation from the Anthologia, in which the strong 
affection of this animal for her brood is very beauti- 
fully described, Matt. xxiii. 37. 

Henry IV., remarkable passage in the life of this empe- 
ror of Germany, Rev. xiii. 15. 

Herald, copious disquisition concerning the office of, 
among the ancients, Matt. iii., in fine. Various con- 
jectures respecting the derivation of the word, zbzd. 
ue herald acts an important part in all heroic history, 
ibid. 

Herbert, advice of, respecting the spirit in which reli- 
gious disputation should be always conducted, Rom. 
XV., in fine. ; James iii. 14. 

Hercules, worshipped by the ancient Maltese, to whom 
they gave the epithet of AdeEtkaxoc, Acts xxviii. 6. 
Heresy, ancient and modern acceptations of this word, 

Acts v. 17, xxiv. 5, 14. 

Hermes, his very reverential epithets of the Supreme 
Governor of heaven and earth, 2 Cor. xii. 4. 

Herod Agrippa, very tragical end of, as related by St. 
Luke and Josephus, Acts xii. 21. 

Herodians, account of this Jewish sect, Matt. xvi. 1. 

Herodotus, citation of a very remarkable passage of this 
author respecting demonism, Luke ix. BQ. 

Herods, list of the family of the, with their genealogy. 
Matt. ii. 1. : 

Hiceteria, a branch of olive, rolled round with wool, 
which suppliants were accustomed to deposit in some 
place, or to carry in their hands, Heb. v. 7. 

Ehrera picra, ‘lepa mikpa, some account of this modern 
quack medicine, Eph. iv. 31. 

Hierapolis, a town of Phrygia, famous for its hot baths, 
now called Bambukholasi, Col. ii. 1. 

HFiillel of the Jews, what, Matt. xxvi. 30. 

Hindoos, great hospitality of, to travellers, Matt. x. 42. 
Citation of a beautiful passage from their ancient 
scriptures, John i. 9. 

Hinnom, valley of the son of, the rites of Moloch said to 
have been performed here, Matt. v. 22. 

RE derivation and original import of this word, Gal. 
i. 18, 

Holiness unto the Lord, observations on this inscription 
upon the high priest’s forehead, 2 Tim. ii. 19. j 

Holy Ghost, sin against the, Matt. xii. 31, 50; Acts v. 3. 

Holy Roman empire, why the late Germanic empire was 
so named, according to Leibnitz, Rev. xiii. 1. 

Holy sepulchre at Jerusalem, account of the destruction 
of the, in 1808, John xix., in fine. 

Homage, eastern modes of, Matt. ii. 2. 

Hope, comparison of, to an anchor, frequent in ancient 
heathen writers, Heb. vi. 19. 

Horace, epistle of, to Tiberius, in behalf of Septimius, 
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exhibiting a fine model of recommending a friend to 
the attention of a great man, Philem. 17. Successful 
issue of this letter of Horace, Philem., in fine. 

Horn, Bruce’s description of that worn by the Abyssinian 
chiefs, Luke i. 69. Horn filled with various fruits, 
the emblem of abundance among the ancients, ibid. 

Horns, why the heathen god Apollo was represented with, 
Lukei.69. Horns frequently blown by the derveeshes 
when any thing is given to them, in honour of the 
donor, Matt. vi. 2. 

Hosanna, and Hosanna Rabba, import of these terms, 
Matt. xxi. 9; John vii. 2. 

sig gs observations on the duty of, Heb. xiii., in 

ne. 

Hot iron, conscience seared with a, to what custom the 
apostle alluded when he used this expression, 1 Tim. 
iv.2. A saying of Claudian very similar to this of 
St. Paul, aid. 

Hours, Jewish day divided into, John i. 39. The an- 
cients divided the time from sunrise to sunset into 
twelve equal parts or hours, which were longer or 
shorter according to the different seasons of the year, 
John i. 39, xi. 9. 

iwi in the East, how generally constructed, Mark 
ii. 4. 

Human prudence, in what it generally consists, 1 Cor. 
iv., in fine. 

Human victims offered, on extraordinary occasions, by 
almost all nations to their gods, Rom. ix., in fine; 1 
Cor. iv. 13. Account of the human victims which 
Themistocles was obliged to offer up to Bacchus, Rom. 
ix., in fine. 

Humiliation of Jesus Christ, thoughts concerning this 
great and unfathomable subject, Phil., in fine. 

Hunger and thirst, what metaphorically represented by, 
Matt. v. 6. 

Husband, its derivation and original import, Matt. xix. 9. 

Hydrogen, a constituent part of water, 2 Pet. iii. 10. 

Ayle, tn, what the ancients intended by this term, 2 Pet. 
iii. 5. 

Hyperbole, definition of the, John xxi. 25. This figure 
of speech abounds in oriental writings, idid. Several 
examples produced, ibid. ; Rey. xiv. 20. 

Hypocrite, description of the, in the Scripture sense of the 
term, Matt. vi. 5. 


Iconiwm, where situated, according to Strabo, Acts xiii. 
51, xiv. 6. Its present appellation, Acts xiii. 51. 
Why not called by St. Luke a city of Lycaonia, Acts 
xiv. 6. 

Idleness, its ruinous tendency, Matt. xiii. 55; Rom. 
5a bine Be 

Ignorance, plea of, willbe of no avail to any who has the 
book of God within his reach, and lives in a country 
blessed with the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Luke xii., in fine. 

Iketypea, and eee definition of these words by Suidas, 
with an account of the ancient custom to which they 
have an allusion, Heb. v. 7. : , 

IAackw or IAackouat, inquiry into the import of this term, 
Luke xviii. 13. ; ; j 

Illud inexprimabile, an epithet given by Cicero to the 
Supreme Being of heaven and earth, 2 Cor. xii. 4. ; 

Illyricum, Illyria, Tilyrica, Illyris, or Illyrium, Pliny’s 
account of the extent of the country known by these 
names, Rom. xv.19. ’ 

Image worship, consideration of a passage of Scripture 
which the Romanists allege in favour of, Heb. xi. 21. 

Image of Adam in his heavenly or paradisaical state, rab- 
binical notions concerning the, 1 Cor. xv. 49. ; 

Image of God, what is se by man being made in this 

imilitude, Heb. ii. 7. ; 

Fades said to have fallen from Jupiter, Acts xix. 35. 

Images of the gods, account of several ancient Egyptian 
images of Isis, eae Anubis, &c., in the author’s pos- 

ssion, Rev. xix. 16. 

oe import of this word, Matt. v. 40; Luke vi. 29. 
In what it differed from the ytwv, ibid. } 

Imma, mother, slaves were not permitted to use this term, 
when addressing their mistresses, Rom. vil. 15. 

Immamel, a name given to the Messiah, Matt. i. 23. Its 


derivation and import, bid. Could not be applied to 
Jesus Christ, unless he were truly and properly Gop, 
ibid. 

Inmersion, baptism, in the apostolic age, 
administered by, Acts xvi. 32. 

Imposition of hands, inquiry into the nature of this rite in 
the primitive Christian Church, Acts vi. 6, xiv. 23. 
Imputed righteousness of Christ, doctrine of the, consi- 

dered, Rom. iv., in fine. 

Inebriating liquors, three species of, according to the In- 
stitutes of Menu, Luke i. 15. 

Infallibility of the Romish Church, observations on this 
papistical doctrine, 2 Pet. iii. 16. 

Infant baptism, Dr. Lightfoot’s observations concerning, 
Mark xvi., in fine. 

Infants, state of, who die before they are capable of hear- 
ing the Gospel, considered, Rom. v., in fine. 

Influence of the Spirit of God, necessity of the, in both 
preachers and hearers, John v. 4; Acts xi. 21, xiii. 1; 
Rom. viii. 26; 1 Cor. xii. 3; Phil. iii., in fine. 

Inheritance, an immemorial custom in the East for sons 
to demand and receive their portion of the, during their 
father’s lifetime, Luke xv. 12. Gentoo law in case of 
the irreproachable character of the father, and the 
profligacy of his son, ibid. 

Inner man, import of this phrase, 1 Pet. iii. 4. 

Innocence, primitive age of, succeeded by the age of de- 
pravity, as described by Spencer, Heb. i. 11. 

Innocents, murder of the, modern objection against the 
evangelical history respecting the, (founded on the 
statement of St. Luke that our Lord’s thirtieth year 
coincided with the fifteenth of the reign of Tiberius,) 
demonstrated to be wholly destitute of foundation, Ad- 
vertisement to the Chronological Tables placed at the 
end of the Acts. 

Inns, striking contrast between those of ancient and mo- 
dern times, Luke ii. 7. 

Inscriptions on a gold circular coin of the Great Mogul 
Shah Jehan, struck at Delhi, A. D. 1651, 2 Tim. ii, 
in fine. 

Inscriptions, eastern, frequently found on the images of 
the ancient deities, princes, victors at public games, 
&c., Rev. xix. 16. Several instances produced from 
Herodotus, Dempster, Montfaucon, and Gruter, ibid. 
Description of eight ancient images with inscriptions 
in the author’s possession, ib7d. 

Insolvent debtors, thoughts on the manner of their treat- 
ment in this country, Matt. xviii., in fine. 

Inspiration, see Divine Inspiration. 

Instructer, Chrysostom’s excellent remark on the prero- 
gative of an, Actsi. 8. 

Intercession of Christ, doctrine of the, Luke xxiii. 42; 
leloon ay 76 

Treland, inhabitants of, reason for the supposition that 
these people received the Christian religion, not from 
the popes of Rome, but through the means of Asiatic 
missionaries, Matt. i. 18. 

Iron, ready method of gilding this metal, 1 Pet. i., in fine. 

Isaiah, rabbinical tradition concerning the manner of his 
death, Heb. xi. 37. 

Iscariot, Lightfoot’s conjecture why this surname was 
given to one of the twelve apostles, Matt. x. 4. Obser- 
vations on the death and final state of Judas Iscariot 
Acts i., in fine. : ; 

Isis, description of five images of this Egyptian idol in 
the author’s possession, Rev. xix. 16. 

Ioowndgea of the ancients, what, Rev. xiii. 18. “—" 

Iotne, critical observations on Greek words terminating 
in, Acts vi. 1. é 

Isthmian games, account of the, 1 Cor. ix. 24. Celebrated 
every fifth year, ibid. ‘The crown won by the victor 
in these games made of the pine, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 

Itala, or Antehieronymian versions, some account of the, 
Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 19. 

Italian band, or cohort, see Cohort. 

Itwrea, where situated, Lule iti, 1. 


not always 


Jacinth, account of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 20. 

Jacob’s Well, Maundrell’s account of, John iv. 6. 

Jailer, see Gaoler. 

‘James, the writer of one of the Books of the New Testa- 
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ment Scriptures,very uncertain who, Preface to James. 
Opinion of Drs. Lardner and Macknight, ibid.; and 
see James v., in fine. Martin Luther’s singular say- 
ing relative to the Epistle of James, chap. 11. 14. How 
James the apostle is represented in ancient paintings, 
Mark vi. 8. ‘ 

Jasper, some account of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 18. 

Jehangeer Nameh, curious account of the golden chain 
of justice belonging to this eastern monarch, J ohn 
xii. 32. 

Jehovah, observations upon this appellative of the Divine 
Being, Luke ii. 11. Great reverence of the Jews for 
this name, which they never venture to pronounce; 
‘4% Adonai being always substituted whenever they 
meet with it in their reading of the Law and the Pro- 
phets, 2 Cor. xii. 4; Rev. xix. 12. 

Jeopardy, a word of French origin, derived from the ex- 
clamation of a disappointed gamester, Luke viii. 23. 
Jerusalem, the inhabitants of this city did not let out their 
houses to those who came to the annual feasts, but af- 
forded all accommodations of this kind gratis, Matt. 

xxvi. 17; Acts ii. 44. 

Jesus, of the same import as Joshua, Matt. i. 21; Heb. 
iv.8. Dr. Lightfoot’s judicious remark why this name 
was given to the Messiah, ibid. Professor Schulten’s 
excellent observations respecting the origin of this 
name, John i. 17. 

Jesus, very remarkable cry of a Jew of this name against 
Jerusalem and the temple, Matt. xxiv.'7. Manner of 
his death, zid, 

Jewish benches of judicature, account of the, 1 Cor. vi. 4. 

Jewish colonies, remarkable passage from Philo respect- 
ing the great number of, in heathen countries in his 
time, Acts ii. 11. 

Jewish commonwealth, collection of passages in the Old 
Testament that seem to point out a restoration of the, 
toa higher degree of excellence than it has yet attained, 
Rom. xi. 27. 

Jewish priesthood, great corruption of the, in the apostolic 
age, Rom. ii. 21. 

Jewish registers, thoughts on the total destruction of these 
documents in the first and second centuries of the 
Christian era, Matt. xxii. 42. 

Jewish women, names of the, sometimes taken from 
flowers and trees, Acts xii. 13. Instances produced, 
bid. 

Jews, when and how the Jews lost their power of life 
and death, aecording to Lightfoot, John xviii., a fine. 
Enumeration by Josephus of the Jews who perished in 
their final conflict with the Romans, Matt. xxiv. 31. 

Jochanan ben Zachai, very affecting and instructive 
remarks of this rabbin, as reported in the Talmud, 
Matt. xxv. 6. 

John, this name of Hebrew origin, Mark i. 4. Conjec- 
ture why given to the harbinger of the Messiah, 7dzd. ; 
Luke i. 60. 

John, the son of Zebedee, some account of this evangelist 
and apostle, Preface to John. Various opinions re- 
specting the motive which influenced this apostle to 
write his Gospel, ibid. 

John, First Epistle of, inquiry of Michaelis to whom it 
was written, Preface to the Epistle. Dr. Macknight’s 
observations on the authenticity of this epistle, bid. 
Whether the term Epistle be properly applicable to this 
work of St. John, 27d. 

John, Second and Third Epistles of, inquiry into their 
authenticity, Preface to the Second Epistle. Very un- 
certain when written, ibid. 

Josephus, substance of his history relative to the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish polity by the Romans, Matt. xxiv. ° 

Judah Hakkodesh, very remarkable saying of this rabbi 
concerning the death and resurrection of the Messiah, 
Matt. xxviii. 17. 

Judas of Galilee, mentioned by St. Luke, uncertain who, 
Acts v. 37. 

Judas Iscariot, remarks on the manner of his death, Matt. 
xxvii. 5. Dr. Lightfoot’s singular opinion on this sub- 
ject, ibid. See Iscariot. 

Jude, canonical authority of the Epistle ascribed to, ex- 
tremely dubious, in the opinion of Michaelis, Preface 
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to Jude. Great uncertainty as to the persons to whom, 
and the time when, it was written, ibid. 

Judgment day, Scripture doctrine concerning the, Matt. 
xxv. 31; John ii. 19; Acts xvii. 31; Rom, ii. IT; 
1 Cor. vi. 2; 1 Thess. v., in fine; 2 Pet. iii. 10. 

Julian Period, account of this very celebrated factitious 
era, Preface to Matthew. 

Juliopolis, why the city of Tarsus was so named, Acts 
Xxii. 28. 

Julius Cesar, three hundred senators and knights said 
to have been sacrificed to the divinity of this emperor 
on the ides of March, Rom. ix., in fine. 

Jupiter, whence the name of this divinity is said to have 
been derived, Acts xiv. 13. Sublime address to Jupi- 
ter extracted from the Antigone of Sophocles, 1 Tim. 
vi. 16. 

Jupiter Custos, or Jupiter Propuletus, description of a 
fine oe hae of this heathen deity in Gruter, Acts 
xiv. 13. 

Just persons, a phrase sometimes used in contradistinc- 
tion from taxgatherers and heathens, Luke xv. 7. 

Justification by faith, without any merit of works, shown 
to be a doctrine of Scripture, Rom. iv., 7m fine; Eph. 
ii. 8; 2 Tim.i.9; James ii. 

Justin Martyr, the author of two very important Apolo- 
gies for Christianity, almost the whole of which has 
come down to us entire, 2 Tim. iv., in fine. 

Juvenal, beautiful passage of, against false witness, Matt. 
x. 39. Citation in which there is an allusion to Nero’s 
horrible persecution of the Christians, 2 Tim. iv. 16. 


Kadoy aywv, a phrase used among the Greeks to express 
a contest of the most honourable kind, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
This illustrated by a citation from the Alcestis of Eu 
ripides, bid. 

KaryAevovrec, the import of this term illustrated by cita- 
tions from Herodian and Aristophanes, 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
Karaites, among the ancient Jews, who, Matt. xxvi., in 

jine ; 1 Cor. viii. 1. 

Kapdvoyvyotog Ococ, an epithet of the Divine Being, Acts 
i. 24, xv. 8. 

ores definition of this word by Hesychius, Matt. 
Vil. o. 

Kararavorg and LaBCariopoc, indifferently rendered rest 
in our version, not absolutely synonymous, Heb. iv. 9. 

Kataskion, KATASKION, an Ephesian amulet, Acts xix. 
19. Its import, according to Hesychius, ibid. 

KaraoroAn, probably the same with the pallium, or man- 
tle, worn by the ancient Roman and Grecian ladies, 
1 Tim. ii. 9. 

Karnywp, accuser, an appellative of Satan found in rab- 
binical writings in Hebrew characters, Rev. xii. 10. 
Kareyw, definition of this word by Hesychius, Rom. i. 18. 

KaGapery, sometimes imports to prune, John xv. 2. 

Kaftoravery, import of this word, when the preposition 
aro is prefixed, Acts ili. 21. 

Kaé’ drepBodny erg dxepBoAnv, Chrysostom’s explanation 
of this very stong expression of St. Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Kenchrea, see Cenchrea. 

Kevog xaproc, how this phrase is used by Lucian, Mark 
iv. 28. 

Kepler, account of a wonderful law regulating the mo- 
tions of the planets, first discovered by this philosopher, 
and afterwards demonstrated by Sir Isaac Newton, 
Heb. xi., in fine. 

Kepatia, rendered husks, in the opinion of Bochart 
means the fruit of the ceratonia, or charub tree, Luke 
xv. 16. 

Keys, the four, which, according to the rabbins, God 
never trusts to angel or seraph, Rev. i. 18. 

Keys of the kingdom of heaven, meaning of this phrase, 
Matt. xvi. 19. 

Kicking against the goad, a proverbial expression among 
BY ancients, Acts ix.5. Several examples produced, 
bid. 

Kimchi, (Rabbi David) quotation from this writer very 
similar to our Lord’s parable of the ten virgins, Matt. 
xxv. 1. One of his parables very like that of the un- 
just steward, Luke xvi. 1. 

King, remarkable saying of a, to his particular friend, 
Matt. vi. 33. 
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King’s Gallery, Sroa Bacrdcxn, account of this part of 
the temple by Josephus, Matt. iv. 5. 

Kingdom of heaven, two acceptations of this term in Scrip- 
ture, according to Lightfoot, Luke xvii. 20. 

Kiss anciently used as the emblem of love, religious 
reverence, subjection, and supplication, Luke vii. 38. 
Used by the primitive Christians in their public assem- 
blies as well as in their occasional meetings, Rom xvi. 
16. Afterwards discontinued, and shaking of hands 
substituted, ibid. ; 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 

Kissing the feet, a heathen expression for subjection of 
spirit and earnest supplication, Luke vii. 38. This il- 
lustrated by a remarkable passage from Polybius, ibid. 

KAerrne, in what it differs from Anorne, John'x. 8. 

Knatchbull’s remarks upon the statement of St. Paul that 
God gave the Hebrews judges for the space of four 
hundred and fifty years, Acts xiii. 20. 

Kvjucdec, greaves, account of this ancient species of de- 
fensive armour, Eph. vi. 13. 

Ee consecrated by the ancients to Mercy, Matt. xvii. 

Sp als four things easily distinguishable in, James 
th BE 

Kodrantes, Kodpavtne, the smallest coin among the Ro- 
mans, Matt. v. 26. 

Kodroc, this word shown to have sometimes the signifi- 
cation of lap, and why, Luke vi. 38. This sense of the 
word illustrated by a remarkable passage from Hero- 
dotus, ¢bid, 

KwuoroAsic, what meant by this word, Mark i. 38. 

Kones or Chonos, a city possessing the site of the ancient 
Colosse, Preface to Collossians; and see Col. i. 2. 

Korban, import of this word, Matt. xv. 5. 

Kopiv ia kopn, why this phrase was used by the Greeks 
for a common prostitute, Preface to the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians. 

KopwStalecbat, to Corinthize, how it came to be synony- 
mous with to act the prostitute, Preface to the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians. 

Kopvvy, a military weapon used by the ancient Greeks 
and Persians, Eph. vi. 13. 

Koopoc, a frequent acceptation of this word, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 
vi. 2. Pliny’s definition, Heb. ix. 1. In what it differs 
from awy, according to Lightfoot, Luke xii. 30. - Dis- 
tinetion between xoouoc and oxovuervn, Heb. i. 6. 

Kpnrececy, imports to lie, and why, Tit. i. 12. 

Kpivo, rendered in our Version to judge, sometimes im- 
ports to punish, and why, Acts vii. 7. 

KvAdoec, meaning of this word according to Wetstein, 
Kypke, and Wakefield, Matt. xv. 30. 

Kupve, often improperly translated Lord, Matt. xxvii. 63. 

Kuptoe, derivation of this word, according to Hesychius, 
Luke ii. 11. This lexicographer states it to be a proper 


rendering of 717°, Jehovah, 2bid. 


Laal-koner, her great influence with the Mogul emperor, 
Maaz-eddin, Mark vi. 23. 

Labarum, what, Rev. xii. 10. 

Lacedaemonian women, usual sayings of the, when they 
presented the shields to their sons going to battle, Heb. 
x. 35. 

Lactantius, enigma attributed to, Matt. xxiii. 33. 

Lais, some account of this celebrated Corinthian prosti- 
tute, Preface to the First Epistle to the Corinthians. 
Aatonwov, the Laseion, a species of shield, covered with 

rough hides or skins with the hair on, Eph. vi. 13. 

Lamentations, days of, among the Jews, John xi. 31. | 

Lamps of Israel, a term given by the Jews to their emi- 
nent doctors, John v. 35. 

Lamps of the East, some account of the, Matt. xxv. 7. 

Laodicea, a city of Asia Minor on the borders of Caria, 
Phrygia, and Lydia, Col. ii.1; Rev. i.11. Originally 
named Diospolis, ibid. Afterwards called Rhoas, Col. 
ii. 1. How it obtained the appellation of Laodicea, ibid. 
Its present name, ibid. ; 

Laodiceans, apocryphal epistle to the, given at full length, 
(from the best Latin copies,) with an English transla- 
tion, Col. iv., im fine. Character of this spurious pro- 
duction, 27d. \ 

Latin Church, 'H Aatwikn exxAnova, a name given by the 
Greeks of the Lower Empire to that of Rome, and why, 
Rev. xiii. 1. 
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Latins, supreme forms of government of these ancient 
people, Rev. xvii. 10. 

Aarpeca and Aovdeca explained, see Rom. xii. 1. 

Law, remarkable saying of Rabbi Chanina, why the 
words of the, are likened to water, Matt. v. 3. 

Lazarus, import of this name, Luke xvi. 20. 

Learning, remarks on that species of, which may be a 
useful handmaid to religion, in the ministry of the 
Gospel, 1 'Tim. vi., in fine. 

Lechewm, situation of this seaport, Rom. xvi. 1. 

Left hand, its metaphorical acceptation among the rab- 
bins, Matt. xxv. 33. 

Legion, a grand division of a Roman army, Matt. xxvi. 
53. Contained different numbers at different times, 7bid. 
The legionary soldiers were not permitted to engage 
in husbandry, merchandise, or any thing inconsistent 
with their employment, 2 Tim. ii. 4. 

Lent, why this annual fast is so named, Matt. ix. 15. 

Leonidas of Alexandria, account of the equinumeral dis- 
tichs of this Greek poet, Rev. xiii. 18. Three examples 
produced, ibid. 

Leprosy, description of this terrible disorder, Matt. viii. 2. 
Dr. Mead’s relation of a remarkable case, which came 
under his own observation, Matt. viii. 2. Herodotus 
mentions this disorder as existing among the Persians, 
who considered it as a punishment from their great 
god, the sun, iid. This malady a most expressive 
emblem of the pollution of the soul of man by sin, ibid. 

Lepton, the same with the prutah, which see. 

Anotn¢g. See KAerrne. 

Let, an and import of this old English word, Rom. 
1, ° 

Letters of the alphabet used by the ancients for numbers, 
Rev. xiii. 18. 

Levanters, Dr. Shaw’s account of these tempestuous winds, 
Acts xxvii. 14. Customary among the Mohammedans, 
during these levanters, to tie to the mast, or ensign 
stafl, some apposite passage from the Koran; then to 
collect money, sacrifice a sheep, and throw them both 
into the sea, ibzd. 

Libertines, Bishop Pearce’s observations concerning that 
portion of the Jewish people formerly so named, Acts 
van. 

Lictors, who, among the ancient Romans, Acts xvi. 35. 

Light, its immense diffusion and extreme velocity, 1 
John i. 5. 

Light of the world, a title anciently given to the most 
eminent rabbins, Matt. v. 14. 

Lightfoot, (Dr. John) his very ingenious solution of the 
difficulty existing in the Gospel of St. Matthew respect- 
ing the writer of the prophecy concerning the thirty 
pieces of silver for which our Lord was betrayed, 
Matt. xxvii. 9. 

Liturgy, derivation and import of this term, Acts xiii. 2. 

Living stones, the import of this apostolic metaphor 
largely considered, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 

Living waters, what meant by this phrase among the an- 
cients, John iv. 10; Rev. vii. 17. , 

Liz, AlZ,an Ephesian character or amulet, Acts xix. 19, 
Its import, according to Hesychius, 77d, 

Loan, in what respects better than a gift, Matt. v. 42. 

Logos, or Word, remarks upon this appellative of the 
Divine Being who was incarnated for the redemption 
of man, John i. 1. Testimonies concerning the Logos 
from the Chaldee Targums, Johni., 27 fine. Testimo- 
nies concerning the personality, attributes, and influ- 
ence of the Word of God, taken from the Zend Avesta 
and other writings attributed to Zoroaster, wid. Tes- 
timonies concerning the Logos from Philo the Jew, 
ibid. List of some of the particular terms and doctrines 
found in Philo, with parallel passages from the New 
Testament, ibid. Chinese testimonies concerning the 
Logos, iid. St. John the only New Testament writer 
who has used this word in a personal sense, Heb. 
iv. 12, 

Aotpoc, how figuratively used by the ancients, Acts xxiv. 5. 

Lord’s Prayer, form of, collected by our Lord from the 
Jewish Euchologies, according to Gregory, who gives 
us the whole form, et Villas 

Lord’s Supper, see Eucharist. Bs 

Love, nauiry into the import of this term, Matt. xxii. 37. 
A word of Anglo-Saxon, or perhaps of Teutonic or- 
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gin, 1 Cor. xiii. 1. Apostolic definition of the Greek 
word so translated, in which are sixteen particulars, 
1 Cor. xiii. 4-8. 

Love-feasts of the primitive Christians, see Ayarau. 

Love of enemies, Christian precept concerning, Matt. v. 
42; John xiii. 34; Rom. v. 6, 10. i A 

Love of God, Matt. xxii. 36-40; Luke vii. 47; John iii. 
16, xv. 12,13; Eph. iii. 18; Tit. iii. 4; 1 John iv. 8, 
v. 18. - 

Love of neighbour, Scripture precept concerning, Matt. 
xxii. 39; Col. iii. 14. 

Lake, some account of this evangelist, Preface to Luke. 
Five classes or sections into which some critics have 
divided his history, 7b:d. Facts and circumstances re- 
lated at large by Luke, which are either not mentioned 
at all, or but very transiently, by the other evangelists, 
Luke xxiv., in fie. From what epoch Luke computed 
the years of the reign of Tiberius Cesar, Advertise- 
ment to the Chronological Tables at the end of Acts. 

Lanacy, observations on the cause of this disorder, Matt. 
iv. 24. 

Avrpa, definition of, by Suidas, Rom. ii. 24. 

Avtpoy, its import, Matt. xx. 28; Luke i. 68; 1 Tim. ii. 6. 

Lycaonia, account of, by Strabo, Acts xiii. 51. Jablon- 
ski’s remarks upon the language probably spoken in 
this district in the time of St. Luke, Acts xiv. 11. How 
Lycaonia is said to have obtained its name, Acts xiv. 15. 

Lydda, situation of this town, Acts ix. 32. 

Lystra, a city of Lycaonia, Acts xiv.6. Reputed to have 
been under the guardianship of Jupiter Propuleius, or 
Jupiter Custos, 2bid. 


Mayapa, a species of sword frequently used by the an- 
cient gladiators, or in single combat, Eph. vi. 13. 
Macrobius, citation of a remarkable passage from this 


Roman writer relative to the slaughter of the innocents 
by Herod, Matt. ii. 16. 

Magdaila, the name of a city and country, where situated, 
according to Whitby, Matt. xv. 39. 

Magdalene hospitals, great impropriety of this appellation 
for the receptacles of penitent prostitutes, Luke viii. 2. 

Magi, some account of the, Matt. ii. 1. Whence the name 
is derived, abzd. 

Magicians among the Jews, why named row dys baaley- 
shem, ‘masters of the name,” Acts xix. 14. 

Magnificat, observations on this very sublime specimen 
of Greek poetry, Luke i. 46, &e. 

Mahesa, among the Hindoos, the Deity in his destroying 
quality, Luke i. 68; John i. 14. 

Makap, and Makapioc, derivation and import of these 
words, Matt. v. 3. Maxap and Svyro¢c used antitheti- 
cally by Homer, idzd. - 

Malta, see Melita. 

Mammon, inquiry into the derivation and import of this 
word, Matt. vi. 24. An idol of this name mentioned in 
Kircher’s Gidipus Egyptiacus, ibzd. 

Man, beautiful passage in a heathen poet relative to the 
formation of, 1 Pet. iii. 4. 

Man of sin, Bishop Newton’s and Dr. Macknight’s obser- 
vations on St. Paul’s prophecy concerning the, 2 Thess. 
ii., in fine. 

Mancipiwm, why a prisoner was so named by the Romans, 
2 Pet. 1419) 

Mania, children sacrificed to this divinity by the Romans | 
in the first ages of their republic, Rom. ix., 2 fine. 

tee a subdivision of the Roman infantry, Mait. 
viii. 9. 

Mankind, curious rabbinical division of, with respect to 
their moral character, Rom. vy. 7; Heb. xii. 23. 

Manumission of slaves, three modes in which this was 
performed by the ancient Romans, 1 Cor. vii., in fine. 
Various accounts on which these manumissions were 
granted among our Saxon ancestors, ibid. Particular 
description of the manumission of a slave among the 
Gentoos, with an explanation of the mystical ceremo- 
nies, ibid. See Certificate, form of the. 

Manuscripts of the Greek Testament, classification of the, 
by Griesbach and Michaelis, Introduction to the Gos- 
pels and Acts, . 15. Account of the manuscripts of 
the Gospels and Acts referred to by the letters ABCD, 


&e., thid., xiil., &e. 
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Maranatha, import of this Syriac phrase, 1 Cor. Xvi. 22; 
Jude 15. 

Marcus Minucius Feliz, Dr. Lardner’s character of his 
Apology for the Christian religion, 2'‘Tim. iv., in fine. 

Mark, some account of this evangelist, Preface to Mark. 
Thought by many of the primitive fathers to have 
been merely the amanuensis of St. Peter, 71d. Other 
opinions, iid. The original language of Mark’s Gos- 

el most certainly the Greek, though some have con- 
tended for the Latin, zbid. List of cireumstances omit- 
ted by Mark in the beginning of his Gospel, which are 
mentioned by Matthew and Luke, iid. 

Marriage, Dr. Macknight’s observations on the mystery 
of marriage, Eph: v., in fine. General observations cn 
marriage, | Cor. vii., in fine. Citations from Menan- 
der and Metellus Numidicus concerning the general 
expediency of marriage, 1 Cor. vii.1. Laws of Lycur- 
gus relative to marriage, ibid. Singular opinion of the 
ancient Jews respecting those who would not enter into 
this state, zbid., and ver. 6. : 

Marriage-feasts, duration of, among the Jews, Matt. ix. 
15; John ii. 1. Times of extraordinary festivity, and 
even of riot, among several people of the East, Matt. 
ix. 15. Formerly customary for the ruler of the feast 
to procure suitable raiment for accidental guests on 
such occasions, Matt. xxii. 11. 

Mary I., qaeen of England, number of bishops, clergy- - 
men, lay-gentlemen, tradesmen, husbandmen, women, 
and children, burnt to death in this reign on account 
of their religious principles, James iii. 16. 

Mary Magdalene, conjecture why sonamed, Matt. xxvii. 
56. The common opinion concerning this woman 
most probably erroneous, Luke viii. 2. 

Mass, sacrifice of the, Dr. Macknight’s judicious observa- 
tions on the antichristian character of this Romish 
ceremony, Heb. x. 18. 

Materiality of the hwnan soul, a doctrine which has no 
place in the sacred records, Luke xxiv. 3. 

Matthew the Evangelist, some account of, Preface to Mat- 
thew. The original language of his Gospel most pro- 
bably the Hebrew, ijid. Critical remarks on the list 
given by this evangelist of our Lord’s rectilinear an- 
cestors, Matt. i. 8-12. General observations on the 
Gospel of Matthew, chap. xxviii., in jine. 

Mecon, }\31), the sixth heaven, according to the rabbins, 
2Cor. xii. 2, 

Media, where formerly situated, Acts ii. 9. 

Mediator and Surety, distinction between, Heb. vii., in 
jine. 

Meek, derivation and import of this word, Matt. v. 5. 

Meichisedek, king of Salem, derivation and import of his 
name, Heb. vii. 1. This Canaanitish prince an illus- 
trious type of Christ, 7b7d. Heb. v. 10, 11, vii.1, &c. 

Melita, or Malta, a celebrated island in the Mediterra- 
nean, between Sicily and Africa, Acts xxviii.1. Con- 
jectures why sonamed, ibid. Sketch of its revolutions 
from its first mention in history to the present period, 
ibid. The modern language of the Maltese bears a 
strong resemblance to the ancient Punic, ibid. 

Melita, an island in the Adriatic Gulf, or Gulf of Ve- 
nice, near Epidaurus, Acts xxviii.1. Several reasons 
to show that St. Paul was not wrecked at this island, 
pare at another of the same name, now called Malta, 
wid, 

Members, cutting off, from the Christian Church, manner 
and spirit in which this should be done, 2 Cor. ii., in 
jine; 1 Tim. v. 2. 

Mendicant friars, amazing influence of the, during the 
three centuries that immediately preceded the Re- 
formation, Rev. xiii. 12. 

Menenius Agrippa, famous apologue of, as related by 
Livy, and the effect it had upon the Roman people, 
1 Cor. xii. 21. 

Menu, fine saying of this heathen lawgiver respecting 
the only means by which man can arrive at beatitude, 
John xiii. 17. Another on the true knowledge of one 
supreme God, John xvii. 3. 

Meon, \')™, the fifth heaven, according to the rabbins, 
2 Cor. xii. 2. 

Mercury, a heathen deity to whom the gift of great elo- 
quence was attributed, Acts xiv. 12, 

1 


INDEX TO THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Mercy, different acceptations of this word, Matt. v. 7. 
Elegant and nervous saying of one of our best poets 
on the subject of mercy, did. 

Mepuuva, its import, Matt. vi. 25, xiii. 22. 

Merit of works, doctrine of the, in the Romish Church 
reprobated, Matt. vi. 20. 

Meroe, why so named, according to Diodorus Siculus, 
Acts Viii. 27. 

Meoiryc, mediator, what signified by this term, 1 Tim. 
ii. 5. Synonymous with evpyvyrovoc, peacemaker, ac- 
cording to Suidas, ibid. In what it differs from eyyvoe, 
Heb. vii., in fine. 

Mesopotamia, its modern appellation, Acts ii. 9. 

Messiah, citation of very remarkable passages from the 
Talmudists and Gemarists relative to the birth of the 
Messiah, Matt. ii. 5. Curious rabbinical saying re- 
specting the cessation of all sacrifices in the days of 
the Messiah except the sacrifice of praise, Heb. xiii. 15. 
Sirange rabbinical story about the ass on which the 
Messiah was to ride, Matt. xxi. 8. Childish notion 
of the rabbins relative to two Messiahs, Messiah ben 
David, who should reign, conquer, and triumph; and 
Messiah ben Ephraim, who should suffer and be put to 
death, Acts xxvi. 23. Remarkable saying of Judah 
Hakkodesh relative to the resurrection of the Mes- 
siah, Matt. xxviii. 7. 

Metempsychosis, or transmigration of souls, a doctrine 
credited by the Pharisees, Matt. xvi. 1,13; John ix. 2. 
‘The Hindoos still hold this doctrine, and profess to 
tell the sin which a person committed in another body 
by the nature of his present afilictions, John ix. 2. 

Mevuoxe and Mevva, what these words import, John ii. 8. 

Metretes, an ancient measure of capacity, John ii. 6. 

Merpov, as used by St. Paul, an agonistical expression, 
2 Cor. x. 13. 

Michael, apparent import of this name, Jude 9. ‘The 
rabbinical writings abound in allusions to this person- 
age, wbid. Considered the advocate of Israel, in con- 
tradistinction to Sammael, who was reputed their 
enemy, wid. 

Midrash Shochar, curious story in, where Korah is re- 
presented as showing the oppressive nature of the law, 
and avarice of its priests, in justification of his rebel- 
lion, Acts xv. 10. 

Mile, among the Jews, of what length, John xi. 18. 

Miletus, a ci-y of Caria, famous for being the birthplace 
of Thales and Anaximander, Acts xx.15. Its modern 
appellation, zb7d. 

Militia, manner of raising the, among the Romans, 
Matt. xx.18, xxii. 14. 

Milk, metaphorically used by sacred and profane writers 
to express the first principles of religion and science, 
Heb. v. 12. 

Millenary of the world, reflections upon our Saviour’s 

eing born at the termination of the fowrth, Tit. ii. 11. 

Millennium, thought concerning the duration of the, 
Matt. xix. 28; Rev. xx. 4. 

Mina, what, Luke xix. 13. 

Minister, anecdote of a, Matt. xxi. 13. 

Ministry, Divine call to the, and directions for the pro- 
per discharge of the ministerial office, Matt. iv. 18, 
VWaie2S avai eeeixd OLS x 1S 58h 10; xin 7). Sexi, 
52, xv. 24, xvii. 20, xix. 20, xxiv. 45; Mark iii. 15, 
iv. 29,33; Luke iii. 23, v.16, xxii. 2; John x. 1,2, 10, 
xv.17; Actsiv., in fine; xiii.47; Rom. xi.13; 1 Cor. iv., 
in fine; 2Cor. x., in fine; Tit.i., in fine; 1 Pet. v. 3. 

Mirrors of brass, steel, tin, copper, and silver, in use 
among the ancients, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

Mucew, an important meaning of this word generally 
overlooked, Luke xiv. 26. 

Missionary, very remarkable providence in behalf of a, 
Luke iv. 30. : 

Mite, a word derived from the French, Mark xiii. 41; 
Luke xxi.2. Its import, zbid. 

Mithras, human victims offered by the ancient Sabian 
idolaters in Persia to this idol, Rom. ix., in fine. 

Mitylene, where situated, Acts xx. 14. 

Moderation, definition of this word by Dr. Macknight, 
(Phils ay., 

Modoc, Modius, what, among the Greeks and Romans, 
Mait. v. 15. 
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Mohammed, manner of his death as related by Al Kodai, 
Abul Feda, and Al Janabi, Mark xvi. 18. 

Moon, her motion round the earth of a very intricate 
character, Heb. xi., in fine. 

Mopoc, definition of this word in the Etymologicon, 
Matt. xxv. 2. 

Morosycus, why this tree is so named, Luke xvii. 6. 

Mosaic pavement, some account of the, John xix. 13. 

Most High, thoughts on the very mysterious character of 
the counsels and purposes of the, Rom. xi., in fine. 

Motions of the planets, reflections on their wonderful 
harmony, Heb. xi., am fine. : 

Mownt of Beatitudes, Maundrell’s account of this small 
elevation, Matt. v. 14. 

Mountain of the precipitation, Maundrell’s description 
of the, Luke iv. 29. 

Mountain of God, import of this Hebraism, Luke vi. 12. 

Mourning among the Jews, how long it generally lasted, 
John xi. 19. Manner of it, as described by Lightfoot, 
ibid. 

Mourning women, account of the, among the ancients, 
who were hired to make lamentations for the dead, 
Matt. ix. 32. . 

Multimammia,aname of Diana of Ephesus, Acts xix. 27. 

Mustard-plant, astonishing size to which this herb at- 
tains in eastern countries, Matt. xiii. 32. 

Mundus, world, Pliny’s definition of this Latin word, 
Heb. ix. 1. 

Murder, the only crime for which a human being should 
be punished with death, Matt. v. 20. 

Murderer, who reputed a, among the ancient Jews, 
Mark iii. 4. 

Music, those skilled in it seldom remarkable for piety, 
1 Cor. xiv. 15. 

Mutability of human affairs, thoughts concerning the, 
James i., in fine. 

Myra, a city of Lycia, supposed by Grotius to be the 
same with Limyra, Acts xxvii. 5. 

Myriad, Mvuptac, the highest number known in Greek 
arithmetical notation, Matt. xviii. 24. Amount in 
British sterling of a myriad of gold and silver talents, 
ibid. ‘This word often used by the Greeks for any in- 
definite multitude, 1 Cor. iv. 15. 

Mysia, its boundaries, Acts xvi. 7. 


Nain, where situated, according to Eusebius, Luke vii. 11. 

Name of the owner anciently stamped with a hot iron 
upon the forehead or shoulder of his slave, Rev. vii. 3. 

Names given in derision to the people of God often be- 
come the general appellatives of religious bodies, 
Mark xvi. 6. Instances produced, ibid. Names of 
the Jewish ancestors formerly continued among their 
descendants, and why, Lukei.61. Calmet’s judicious 
remarks on the difference of names, which so fre- 
quently occur in the sacred canon, Acts ix. 33. 
Representation of names by the numbers contained in 
them, an ancient custom, Rev. xiii. 18. 

Naplouse, the ancient Shechem or Sychar, Matt. x.5; 
John iv. 5. 

Nard, Calmet’s description of this Indian plant, Mark 
SANVenoe 

Nasi, the supreme officer in the Jewish sanhedrin, 
Matt xxeQ0; xxii 9! 

Nathanael, reasons for supposing this apostle to have 
been the same with Bartholomew, John i. 45. 

Nativity of our blessed Lord, vast variety of conjectures 
respecting the period of the, Luke ii. 8. Very un- 
likely that it took place in the month of December, 
ibid. Julius I. fixed it on the 25th of December, the 
very day on which the ancient Romans celebrated the 
feast of their goddess Bruma, iid. What might have 
moved the pontiff thus to alter the festival of the na- 
tivity, 22d. 

Nativity, account of 
Matthew. 

Nazarene, what meant by this word in its application to 
our Lord, Matt. ii. 23. 

Nazareth, where situated, Matt. iv. 13. 

Neapolis, see Naplouse. ‘ 

Neighbour, what the original word so rendered imported 
among the Jews, Matt. v. = Luke x. 29. 
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Nemean games, crown won by the victor in the, made of 
parsley, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 

Neocorus, Newkopoc, rendered worshipper, originally im- 
ported the sweeper of the temple, Acts xix. 35. Atfter- 
wards, a title of great distinction assumed by whole 
cities, ibid. 

Nesiim, Tx°w, among the Jews, who, Eph.i. 21. 

Nyoric implies a total abstinence from food, Matt. vi. 16. 

New Birth, doctrine of the, considered, John iii. 10. 

New Covenant, or New Testament, why this appellation 
is given to that portion of the sacred canon written in 
the Greek language, Preface to Matthew; Matt. xxvi. 
28. Dr. Lardner’s observations on the credibility of 
the Gospel history, Acts xxviii., in fine. Chronologi- 
cal arrangement of the books of the New Testament, 
with the places where written according to Lardner, 
and the number of chapters and verses in each book, 
Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 28. 

New Moon, method adopted by the ancient Jews of 
ascertaining the day of the new moon, Matt. xxvi., 
un fine. 

Newton, (Sir Isaac) epigram on this great mathema- 
tician and philosopher, by one of our best poets, 1 Cor. 
xiii. 9. 

Nicanor’s gate, the east gate of the court where the 
women were placed for purification after delivery, 
Luke ii. 22. 

Nicias, remarkable passage in Thucydides which gives 
an account of the total overthrow of this Athenian 
general, Eph. iv., in fine. 

Nicolaitans, account of the doctrines of the, Introduction 
to the Second Epistle of Peter; Rev.ii.6. Criticism 
of Michaelis on the name of these people, Introduction 
to the Second Epistle of Peter. 

Nicopolis, situation of two towns of this name, Tit. iii. 10. 

Nidui, or Niddui, 171, the less excommunication among 
the Jews, John ix. 22; 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Nisus and Euryalus, affecting account of the friendship 
of, as given by Virgil, John xv. 13. 

Northern nations, grand transmigration of, into the Ro- 
man territories in the fifth century, Rom. xii. 15. 

Noooc¢, import of this word, Matt. iv. 23. In what it dif- 
fers from padanca, ibid. 

Nullis majoribus orti, “ sprung from no ancestors,” im- 
port of this phrase in Horace, Heb. vii. 3. 

Number of the beast, conjectures respecting the import 
of this hieroglyphical prophecy, Rey. xiii. 18. he 
name of the power or being to which this number has 
apparently an illusion still involved in the greatest 
uncertainty, Rev. xi. 7. 

Numbered, observations on the Greek word thus ren- 
dered, and the ancient custom to which it has an allu- 
sion, Acts i. 26. 

Numbers, how represented on the Arundelian marbles, 
Rey. xiii. 16. 

Nune dimittis, Claude’s remarks on this beautiful song, 
Luke ii., in fine. 

Nuptial solemnities of the ancients, account of the, 
Matt. viii. 12. 


Oath, inquiry into the spirit and essence of an, 2 Cor.i., 
im fine. 

Oxnua puync, and Oynua ootpaxivoy, what, among the 
Platonists, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

Offend, critical inquiry into the import of the Greek 
word thus rendered in our version, Matt. v. 29, xi. 6. 
Offensive armour of the ancients, particular description 

of the, Eph. vi. 13. 

Otkovouoc, or steward, who, among the ancients, 1 Cor. 
iv. 1. 

Okovjevn, a term by which the land of Judea was com- 
monly expressed, Luke ii.l._ Difference in import 
between ovxovzevy and Kkoopoc, Heb. i. 6. 

Oil, sanative properties of, James v. 14. 


Oil, anointing with, an ancient method of installation to 
particular offices, Luke ii. 11. 


Olam, Cody, inquiry into its general import, 1 Cor. i. 20, 
ii. 6+ 2 Tim. iv.10; Heb. ii. 5, 
xii 


san coby olam haba, the world to come, a phrase ap- 
plied by the Jews to the days of the Messiah, Heb. ii.5. 

Old wine, what so named among the rabbins, Luke v.39. 

Olive tree, account of the, Rom. xi. 24. ; 

Olympiads, account of the very celebrated ancient era 
of the, Preface to Matthew. 

Olympic games, description by Epictetus and Horace of 
the painful preparations those were obliged to go 
through who contended in these exercises, 1 Cor.ix.25. 
The crown won by the victor in these games made of 
the wild olive, ibid. 

O’M, a mystic emblem of the Deity among the Hindoos, 
forbidden to be pronounced but in silence, Luke i. 68; 
John i. 14. How this emblem is formed, iid. Of the 
same import among the Hindoos as nN’ Yehovah 
among the Hebrews, «id. 

OpoSvuador, critical remarks on this Greek word, Acts 
ii. 1. 

On, or Aven, the famous Heliopolis, three men said to 
have been sacrificed in this city every day to Juno, 
Rom. ix., 7m fine. 4 

One accord, amazing expressiveness of the Greek word 
thus rendered, Acts ii. 1. 

One jot or one tittle, a proverbial expression among the 
Jews, Matt.v.18. Its import illustrated by numerous 
extracts from rabbinical writers, 2b7d. 

One thing needful, a phrase in St. Luke’s Gospel gene- 
rally misunderstood, Luke x. 42. 

O@ecAerat, meaning of this word among the Jews, Luke 
xiii. 4. In what it differs from dwaptwdo, ibid. 

Opprobrious expressions, how punished among the Gen- 
toos, Matt. v. 22. 

Owe, import of this word illustrated by quotations from 
classical writers, Matt. xxviii. 1. 

Oracles of the heathens, the credit given to, formerly so 
very great that, in all doubts and disputes, their deter- 
minations were held sacred and inviolable, Heb. v. 12. 

Oral law of the Jews, what, Matt.xv.2. Finally digest- 
ed and collected into the book called the Mishneh, 27d. 

Orbits of the primary and secondary planets not circu- 
lar, but elliptical, Heb. xi., 2m fine. The areas which 
the radius vector of a planet describes being equal in 
equal times, though the portions of the periphery of 
its orbit moved through in the same times be wnegual, 
a very plain demonstration of the principle of univer- 
sal gravitation, zbid. Great advantage which the 
northern hemisphere of the earth derives from the 
higher apsis of the terrestrial orbit being placed near 
the summer solstice, Heb. xi., in fine. 

Ordained, inquiry into the import of the original term 
thus rendered, Acts xiv. 23. 

Opyuza, definition of, by the Etymologicon, Acts xxvii.28, 
About the quantity of our fathom, 77d. 

Original sin, doctrine of, Rom. v. 1-21, et in fine. 

Ormusd, the supreme divinity of the ancient Persians, 
John i., in fine. 

Opdgavoc, orphan, derivation of the word, according to 
Mintert and others, John xiv. 18. 

Orphic demonology, classes into which evil spirits were 
divided, according to the, Matt. xii. 43. 

Os Coxendicis, or lower joint of the backbone, singular 
opinion of the Jews respecting the, 1 Cor. xv. 44. 

Osiris, description of a beautiful marble figure of, in the 
author’s possession, Rev. xix. 16. 

Oth, Ns, translated sign, inquiry into its import, Rom. 
TN ae 

Ort has sometimes the import of dcort, Luke vii. 477. 

Ov rac a Hebraism for ovderc, Matt. vii. 21. Examples 
of a similar idiom in Roman writers, zd7d. 

Outer darkness, its literal and metaphorical acceptations, 
Matt. viii. 12. 

Outer man, import of this phrase, 1 Pet. iii. 4. 

Ovens in the East heated with dry straw, withered herbs, 
and stubble, Matt. vi. 30. 

Ox-goad of Palestine and Syria, description of the, 
Judg. iii., in fine; Actsix.5. The ox-goad appears to 
have been known in the time of Homer, ibid. 

Oxygen, a constituent part of water, 2 Pet. iii.10. In 
what proportion oxygen exists in water as to its 
weight and volume, ibid. 
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Paganism, brief sketch of the rapid decline of, in the 
Roman empire in the fourth century, Rev. xii. 9. 

Ilayi¢, signification of this word, 1 Tim. vi. 9. 

Iadaywyoc, Pedagogue, who among the ancient Greeks, 
1 Cor. iv. 15. In what the raidaywyoc, pedagogue, dif- 
fered from the diackahoe, teacher, ibid. 


Havdva, a term of familiarity and affectionate kindness, 
John xxi. 5. 

Ilaverv, import of this word, as used by the apostle, 
IC one 7: 

Tladyyeveora, import of this term in the Pythagorean 
philosophy, Matt. xix. 28. 

Palinurus, death of, as related by Virgil, a very remark- 
able example, showing the notions the heathens enter- 
tained respecting vicarious atonement, John xi. 51. 

Palsy, definition of this disorder, Matt.iv.24. In gene- 
ral incurable, except in its slighter stages, ibid. 

pd GES the same with the modern Caramania, Acts 
ii. 10. 

Panegyric, Wavnyvpixocg Aoyoc, origin of this phrase, 
Heb. xii. 23. 

Papal power, brief sketch of the amazing extent of the, 
before the Reformation, Rev. xiii. 15. 

Paphos, account of, Acts xiii. 6. 

Ilapa rove rodac, at the feet, several quotations from 
classic writers to show that this phrase is often used 
in the sense of wAnotov, near, Acts xxii. 3. 


Parable, its derivation and general definition, Matt. xiii. 3. 
In what parable differs from fable and similitude, Matt. 
xiii., am fine. 

Parabolic writing, dissertation on the nature and use of, 
Mait. xiii., in fine. 

Paradise, its derivation and import, Luke xxiii. 43. No- 
tions of the Mohammedans respecting paradise, 2 Cor. 
xii. 4. 

Iapaxadew, derivation and import of this term, Matt. v. 4. 

HlapaxAntoc, Paraclete, why this name is given to the 
Holy Ghost, John xiv. 16. 

Parallax, the import of this astronomical term, illus- 
trated by a diagram, James i., in fine. 

Paranymph, observations on the office of the, John iii., 
in fine. 

Parents laying up property for their offspring, under 
what limitations this is proper among those professing 
Christianity, 2 Cor. xii. 15. 

Parnas, 0375, a sort of deacon in the Jewish Church, 
Acts vi.4. Derivation of the word, ibid. 

Paronomasia, or play wpon words, instances of, Acts 
Xvii. 23; 1 Cor. vi.1; Philem. 2. 

Tlapfevoc, rendered virgin, signified among the Greeks 
an unmarried person of either sex, 1 Cor. vil. 25. 

Parthia, where situated, Acts ii. 9. 

Ilacya, a very improper rendering of this word pointed 
out, Acts xii. 4. 

Paschal Cycle, or Dionysian Period, account of the, Pre- 
face to Matthew. 

Passover, a Jewish festival, whence so named, Matt. 
xxvi. 2. The question considered whether our Lord 
ate the passover before he suffered, Matt. xxvi., in fine. 
Citation from the tract Pesachim to show that the 
Jews, in eating the passover, did it to represent the 
sufferings of the Messiah, Luke xxii. 19. 

Patara, a seaport of Syria, Acts xxi. 1. 

Patmos, account of this island of the Aigean sea, Rev. 
i.9. Its present appellation, zbid. ran 
Tlatpadwne, derivation and import of this word, 1Tim. 1.9. 
Tlarpiapync, patriarch, two etymologies of this word, 

Heb. vii. 4. o 

Patriciate of the Romans, what, Rev. xvii. 10. 

Paul, Wav20c, whence this name of the great apostle of 
the Gentiles is derived, according to Jerome and He- 
sychius, Acts xiii.9. Another conjecture, ibid. Re- 
marks on the method adopted by St. Paul of quoting 
Scripture, Rom. x., in fine. Citations from Nicepho- 
rus and others respecting the personal appearance of 
this apostle, 2Cor. x.10. Observations on the very 
extraordinary circumstances with which his conver- 
sion was accompanied, Acts ix., in fine. Manner of 
his death extremely uncertain, Acts xxvili.31. What 
is said by Eusebius and others upon this subject not to 
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be depended upon, ibid. Eminent men who were con- 
temporary with St. Paul, Chronological Notes at the 
commencement of 2 Corinthians. 

Peace, remarkable saying of the rabbins relative to, 
Matt. x.12. Very extensive meaning of the Hebrew 
word thus rendered, zbid. Its definition and various 
significations, Rom. i. 7. 

Ilepacuoc, its derivation and import, Matt. vi. 13. 

TleAexvce, or Bipen, a sort of battle-axe, with double face, 
one opposite to the other, Eph. vi. 13. 

Pella, remarkable for being the place whither the Chris- 
tians retired from the desolating sword of the Roman 
army, Matt. xxiv. 13, 16, 20; 1 Pet.iv.18. Citation 
from Eusebius and Epiphanius, in which this wonder- 
ful interposition of Providence in behalf of the primi- 
tive Christians is stated, Heb. x., in fine. 

Pelia, UleArn, account of this species of shield used by 
the ancients, Eph. vi. 13. 

Penal wheel of the Greeks, account of the, James iii. 6. 

Penny, the daily wages in this country, in the fourteenth 
century, of cornweeders or haymakers, without meat, 
drink, or other courtesy, demanded, Matt. xx. 2. 

Pentecost, feast of, why instituted, Acts ii. 1. 

Perdition, or destruction, personified, John xvii. 12 
Terrible description of perdition by one of our best 
poets, Matt. viii. 12. y 

Perfection, Christian, doctrine of, stated and defended, 
Matt. v.48, vi.10; Luke’xvii. 10; Heb. vi. 1. 

Pergamos, account of this ancient town of Mysia, Rev. 
tle LEN 3 

Tlepixegadaca, the helmet, some account of this species of 
armour among the ancients, Eph. vi. 13. 

Peripatetics, a very famous sect of philosophers, found- 
ed by Aristotle, Acts xvii. 18. 

Tlepupnua, this word improperly rendered in our version, 
1Cor.iv.13. Heathen custom to which the apostle 
alluded in applying this term to himself and his fellow 
labourers, 77d. 

Peroun, or The Thunderer, a divinity of the ancient 
Slavi, to whom-human victims were offered, Rom. ix., 
in fine. 

Persian versions of the Gospels, account of the, Intro- 
tion to the Gospels and Acts, p. 20., &c. Some quo- 
tations from the Persian version in the London Poly- 
glot to show its Catholic origin, 27d. 

Perverse, Kypke’s definition of the original term thus 
rendered, Matt. xvii. 17. 

Peshito, the, some account of this celebrated Syriac ver- 
sion of the New Testament, Introduction to the Gospels 
and Acts, p. 22. ° 

Pestis, how figuratively used by the ancients, Acts xxiv. 5. 

Peter, import of this name, Matt. xvi. 18; Luke ix., an 
fine; John i. 42. Peter’s denial and fall illustrated by 
a fact in the English martyrology, John xiii., in fine. 
Farther observations on Peter’s denial of our Lord, 
John xviii. 27. Thoughts on the prevarication of 
Peter, mentioned by the apostle Paul, Gal. ii., 2m fine. 
Biographical sketch of this apostle, Preface to the 
Epistles of Peter. 

Peter, Epistles of, inquiry into their authenticity, Pre- 
face to the Epistles. Mr. Hallet’s arguments to show 
that these apostolical letters were addressed to Gentile 
converts, and not to the Jews, wid. The Babylon 
mentioned at the close of the First Epistle to be lite- 
rally, and not mystically, understood, ibid. 

Peter’s supremacy, Romish doctrine of, a fable, Matt. 
xvi. 18. 

Petronius Arbiter, citation from, very similar to a pas- 
sage in Isaiah and the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. xv. 32. 

Phalarica or Falarica, why so named, Eph. vi. 16. 

Pharisaic pride, genuine specimen of, Luke xviii. 12. 

Pharisees, some account of this ancient Jewish sect, 
Matt. iii.'7, xvi.1. Derivation of the name, ibid. 

éarnv, meaning of this word according to Wetstein, 
Luke ii. 7. 

®ehovne, rendered cloak, probably means a bag or port- 
manteau, 2 Tim. iv. 13. 

Phenomena, Astronomical, see Astronomical Phenomena. 

Phetirath Mosheh, substance of a very ridiculous legend 
in the, relative to the dispute of Michael and the 
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devil, concerning the great Jewish lawgiver, Preface 
to Jude. 

Philadelphia, a city of Natolia, now called Alahshekir, 
Revaelenll. 

Philemon, Epistle to, r2ason which moved the aposile to 
write this letter, Preface to Philemon. General ob- 
servations on the great excellences of this epistle, 
Philem., in fine. 

Philip the apostle, some account of, John i. 43. 
Philippi, a town of Macedonia, remarkable for two 
great battles, Acts xvi. 12. Preface to Philippians. 
Philippians, Epistle to the, when it was written, Preface 

to the Epistle. Style of the epistle, aid. 

@cAocopoc, probable origin of this word, Eph. v. 15. 

Philoxian version, some account of this translation of 
the New Testament into the Syriac tongue, Introduc- 
tion to the Gospels and Acts, p. 22. 

Phlegon, citation from this writer, in which it is thought 
there is an allusion to the preternatural darkness at 
the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, Matt. xxvii. 45. 

Phocion, remarkable saying of the wife of this cele- 
brated Athenian general on receiving a visit from a 
lady who was elegantly adorned with gold and jewels, 
and her hair with pearls, 1 Pet. iii. 4. 

Phenicians and Canaanites, these names frequently con- 
founded in the Septuagint, Matt. xv. 22. 

voe, rendered by nature, according to Suicer frequent- 
ly imports certainly, truly, Rom. ii.16. It also fre- 
quently signifies the natural birth, family, or nation, 
of a man, a sense of the word illustrated by citations 
from Josephus, Chrysostom, and others, Gal. ii. 15. 
Dr. Macknight’s observations on the various accepta- 
sions of this word, Eph. ii. 3. 

Phylacterves, particular account of the, Matt. xxiii. 5. 
Description of one in the author’s possession, ibid. 

Physiognomist, remarkable anecdote of a, 1 John iii. 9. 

Pillar and grownd of the truth, variety of opinions rela- 
nies the import of this apostolical expression, 2 Tim. 
lll. . 

Pillars of the world, men of great eminence and import- 
ance were so named among the Jews, Gal. ii. 9. 

Ilivaxcdcov, meaning of this word illustrated by a passage 
from Shaw’s Travels, Luke i. 63. 

Pipes anciently used by the Jews in times of calamity, 
Matt. ix. 32. 

IlizTw, quotations from Homer, in which this word im- 
ports to be slain, Rom. xi. 12. 

Pipublasara of the Islandic, who, Matt. ix. 32. 

Pisidia, situation of this province of Asia Minor, Acts 
xiii. 14. Four languages anciently spoken in this dis- 
trict according to Strabo, viz., the Pisidian, the Soly- 
man, the Greek, and the Lydian, Acts xiv. 15. 

Plaiting the hair, observations on the manner of, among 
the ancients, 1 Pet. iii. 3. 

Platina, the heaviest of all the metals, 1 Pet. i., in fine. 
But recently known to Europeans, aid. Its specific 
gravity, ibid. 

Plautus, citation from, very similar to a saying of our 
Lord, Luke xii. 34. 

Pleaswre-takers and volwptuaries, saying of Seneca re- 
specting, 1 Tim. i.6. 

TAnovov, its meaning among the Hellenistic Jews, Matt. 
v.43; Luke x. 29. 

Pliny, epistle of, to his friend Sabinianus, in behalf of 
his manumitted slave who had offended him, Philem., 
in fine. Pliny’s second letter to Sabinianus, in which 
he expresses his obligation for the successful issue of 
the preceding, ibid. 

Plutarch, remarkable passage in the Conjugalia Pre- 
ee of, very similar to a saying of St. Peter, 1 Pet. 
LID, bs 

Ilvew, a frequent acceptation of this word in classical 
writers, Acts ix. 1. 

IIvevya, in what this word differs in import from wvyn, 
1 Thess. v. 23. 

TloAcrevua, rendered conversation, properly signifies citz- 
zenship or civil rights, Phil. iii, 20. 

TloAvactoc, an epithet of the Ephesian Diana, Acts 
xixe 27) 

Pompey, how he was enabled to take Jerusalem, Matt. 
xii. 2. 
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Pontius Pilate, Roman governor of Judea in the reign 
of Tiberius, Matt. xxvii.2. Depssed by the emperor 
on account of his great cruelties to the Samaritans, 
and banished to Vienne in Dauphiny, ied. His tra- 
gical end, 2b7d. ; 4 

Pontus, formerly a very powerful kingdom of Asia, 
Actsii.9. Its boundaries, 27d. : 

Popish bishops, remarkable saying of the, in the time of 
Mary I., queen of England, respecting the then recent 
art of printing, Acts v. 40. 

Popliteal artery, great weight raised by the action of the, 
Heb. xi., in jines 

Popular fame, remarkable example of the great fickle- 
ness of, Acts xiv. 19. 

Porch or portico of Solomon, account of the, John x. 23. 

Portents, fearful, see Fearful portents. 

Pound, great impropriety of thus rendering the original 
word, pointed out, Luke xix. 13. 

Power, might, and energy, in what these words differ in 
import, Eph.i. 19. 

Pratorium, a place of judicature among the Romans, 
why so named, Matt. xxvii.27; John xviii. 28. 

Praise, ascription of seven species of, to the Lamb, a 
rabbinism, Rev. v.12. This illustrated by a remark- 
able passage in the Sephir Rasael, 2bid. Seven kinds 
of praise ascribed to God, which are nearly the same 
with those ascribed to the Lamb, and a very illustrious 
proof of the essential Divinity of Jesus Christ, Rev. 
v. 12, vii. 12. 

Prayer, observations on, Matt. vi.5, vii. 8, ix. 18, xiv. 23, 
xv. 22, xviii. 19, xx. 33; John xi.5, xii. 325 Actsi.14, 
iv. 31) x. Rom, vitis 2711 Tim. ais8s) Heb. oc 1S: 
Jewish superstition relative to the place or places 
where prayer could be legally offered, 1 Tim.ii.8. In 
what light prayer to God is viewed by the Moham- 
medans, Matt. vi.16. Distinction between prayer and 
supplication, Actsi. 14. 

Prayer for all secular governors the constant practice of 
Christians, 1 Tim.ii.2. Sayings of Cyprian, Tertul- 
lian, and Origen on this subject, zbzd. 

Prayers, hours of, among the Jews, Actsiii.1. By whom 
appointed, in the opinion of the rabbins, zbid. 

Predestination, unconditional, to eternal life and to eter- 
nal death, cannot be supported by the example of God’s 
dealings with Jacob and Esau, or their posterity, Matt. 
vi. 24; Rom. ix. 12, &c., et in fine; Heb. xii.17. See 
also, upon the doctrine of unconditional predestina- 
tion, Acts xiii. 48; Rom. viii., a fine; 2 Cor. ii. 16; 
Eph. i. 5; 1 Thess. i.4; Heb. iv.6; 1 Pet. 1.2; 1 John 
ii. 2. 

Prefect, or overseer, of the mountain cf the temple, plain 
allusion to the office of the, Rev. xvi. 15. ; 

Preference given to one thing beyond another usually 
expressed in the sacred canon by an affirmation of 
that which is preferred, and a negation of that which 
m contrary to it, 1 Cor.i.17. An example produced, 
wid. 

Preparation for the Sabbath, when it commenced, John 
Xix4 oh. 

Presbyters or elders of the primitive Christian Church, 
who, Acts xx.17. The excoxoroz or bishops anciently 
selected from the presbyters, 2bid. 

Presbytery, UpeoBurepov, all who held offices in the 
Christian Church at Lystra collectively so named, 
IGF ims: 

Presumption, observations on this vice, Matt. xxvi. 33. 

Presumption on a precarious life, curious rabbinical re- 
lation in which this is very strongly reproved, James 
iv. 13. Another anecdote to the same effect from the 
Gulistan of Saady, James iv., in fine. 

Prices of labour, provisions, and clothing, in this country 
in the fourteenth century, Matt. xx. 2. 

Pride, nothing more hateful in the sight of God, Matt. 
Xxili. 12. 

Priest, derivation and original acceptation of this term, 
Acts xx. 17. 

Priestley (Rev. Dr.) his observations on the genuineness 
of the Apocalypse, Rev. xxii., im fine. 

Priests, customary among the Jewish, according to the 
Talmud, to divide the different functions of the sacer 
dotal office by lot, Luke i.9. 
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Primitive fathers, alphabetical list of the, referred to in 
the various readings quoted ovcasionally in these 
notes, with the times in which they were born, flou- 
rished, or died, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, 
Pp: 25., &e. 

Primogeniture, rights generally supposed to have been 
attached to, in ancient times, Heb. xii. 16. 

Principes, who, among the Romans, Matt. viii. 9. 

Principles which the author of this Commentary, on 
carefully reading and studying the sacred writings, 
finds unequivocally revealed there, Conclusion of the 
Notes on the New Testament. 

Proconsul, see Proprator. 

Prodigal Son, Quesnel’s reflections on the parable of the, 
Luke xv., in fine. 

IIpodpouog oceurs only once in the New Testament, Heb. 
vi. 20. Its import, ibid. 

Profane, whence derived, 1 Tim.i.9; Heb. xii. 16. 

Projectile forces of the planets, satellites, and comets, 
what, Heb. xi., in fine. The harmonious adjustment 
of the projectile force of a planet to ils gravitation, or 
the sun’s attraction; or, in other words, the balancing 
of the centrifugal and centripetal forces in such a man- 
her as to cause the planet to describe an ellipse little 
differing from a circle; a very strong evidence of the 
being ofa God, ibid. Quantities of projectile force ne- 
cessary to be impressed on a planet, or other celestial 
body, to cause it to move in a circle, ellipsis, parabola, 
and hyperbola, ibid. 

Prophecies of Enoch, this work a most manifest forgery, 
Preface to Jude. See also Jude 14. 

Prophet, what this word imports in different parts of the 
ae oracles, Matt. x. 41; Luke i. 67, ii. 36; Rom. 
ii. 164 

Ipognteca, Prophecy, apostolic definition of this Greek 
word, 1 Cor. xiv. 3. 

ee and Proconsul, distinction between the, Acts 
Sie y. 

IIpocayopevouat synonymous with aprafoua, according 
to Hesychius, Heb. v. 9. 

Proselytism, four conditions of, among the ancient Jews, 
Mark viii. 34. 

= Nag gg among the Jews, what, Acts xvi. 13, xvii. 1, 
aCe. 

IIpocevyn, derivation and import of this word, Matt. vi. 5. 
In what it differs from denote, Acts i. 14; Eph. vi. 18. 

TIpocevyn Tov Ocov, the import of this phrase illustrated 
by numerous citations from sacred and profane writers, 
Luke vi. 12. 

Prostapheresis Orbis of Ptolemy, what, James i. in fine. 

Prostration on a religious account, and before great men, 
how performed in Hindostan, Matt. ii.2. Prostrations 
to superiors common in all Asiatic countries, Acts x. 
25; Rev. xix. 10. Reason why the act of prostration 
was refused by the angel of the Apocalypse, Rev. xix. 
TOV cs 

IIpwroc, Chief, the title of the Roman governor of the 
ancient Maltese, Acts xxviii. 7. 

Providence, general and particular, doctrine of Matt. x. 
29, 30; John iv., 7m fine. A popular saying of one of 
our best poets upon this subject shown to be a direct 
contradiction to the words of our Saviour, Matt. x. 30. 
Observations on the economy of Divine Providence, 
Acts x. 17, xiv. 17, xxiii.,in fine., xxvii. 31. 

Prudence, definition of, by Sir William Temple, Eph.i.8. 

Prutah, the smallest coin among the Jews, Matt. v. 26; 
Mark xii. 42. Its weight, Matt. v. 26. 

YnAagwpevoy opoc, import of this phrase, Heb. xii. 18. 

¥ndoc Aeven, and Wypoc weAatvyn, of the ancients, what, 
Revagan. 

¥vyn, in what this word differs in import from mvevua, 
1 Thess. v. 23. , ; 

Ptolemais, a seaport of Galilee, Acts xxi. 7. Its ancient 
appellation, 27d. 

Ilrwyoc, derivation of this word, Matt. v. 3. . 

Public worship, times of, among the Turks, proclaimed 
from the housetops, Matt. x. 27. Observations on the 
great importance of a strict attendance to public wor- 
ship among Christians, Luke iv. 16; John xx. 24; 
Heb. x., a fine. : 

Publicans, who, among the Jews, Matt. v. 46. Their 
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character, ibid. Remarkable saying of Theocritus re- 
specting these Roman officers, 2bid. 

Pulsation of the heart, natural cause of the, unknown, 
Heb. xi., in fine. 

Punic language, remarkable specimen of the, as copied 
from a square stone discovered in Malta in the last 
century; with Sir W. Drummond’s translation, Acts 
XXVili. 1. 

Purgare, a peculiar meaning of this word in Horace, 
John xv. 2. 

Purgation of the Temple by our Lord, whether performed 
once or twice, John ii. 14. 

Purgatory, doctrine of, in the Romish Church, whence 
it originated, Matt. iii. 11. Inquiry into the import of 
a saying of St. Paul, which the Romanists have ap- 
plied to the fire of purgatory, 1 Cor. iii. 15. 

Ilvpovodat, import of this word illustrated by a curious 
story from the rabbinical tract Kiddushin, 1 Cor. vii. 9. 

Purple Island, citation of a very remarkable passage 
from this poem of Phineas Fletcher respecting the 
conversion of a soul to God, John viii. 12. 

Puteoli, a town of Naples, now called Pozzuoli, Acts 
xxviii. 13. Two etymologies of its name given by 
Varro, ibid. Famous for the temple of Jupiter Serapis, 
and for the remains of Cicero’s Villa, ibid. Present 
condition of Puteoli, ibzd. 

Tlvbayoperot, Pythagoreans, in what they differed from 
Tluvbayopiota, Pythagorists, Acts vi. 1. 

Pythian games, crown won by the victor in the, made of 
laurel, 1 Cor. ix. 25. 

Pythius, why this epithet was given to Apollo, Acts xvi. 
16 


Pytho, in the heathen mythology, what, Acts xvi. 16. 


Quadragesima, different opinions concerning the mean- 
ing of this word, Matt. ix. 15. 

Quadrans, the fourth part of the Roman as, Luke xxi. 2. 
In Plutarch’s time the smallest piece of brass coin in 
use among the Romans, 77d. 

Quadratus, a Christian apologist of the second century, 
2 Tim. iv., i fine. 

Quaker, thoughts concerning the affirmation of a, in a 
court of judicature, 2 Cor. i., im fine. 

Quarles’s homely rhymes on the wife’s usurpation of the 
authority of her husband, Eph. vi. 22. 

Quaternion, what, Acts xii. 4. 

Quick, derivation and import of this Old English word, 
Acts x. 42. 

Quotations, how made in the New Testament from the 
Old, according to Surenhusius, Gusset, Wolf, Rosen- 
miller, and others, Matt. ii. 23. 


Rabbi, a title of dignity among the Jews, Matt. xxiii. 7. 
In what it differs from Rabi, and Rabban, ibid. 

Raca, its derivation and import, Matt. v.22. Citations 
from rabbinical writers to show how this word was 
used by the ancient Jews, Matt. v., in fine. 

Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame, 
explanation of this very elegant metaphor, Jude 13. 
Rahab, the angel of the sea, according to the rabbins, 

Rev. xvi. 5. 

Raiment, shaking of the, what it imported among the an- 
cient Jews, Matt. x. 14; Acts xviii. 6. 

Rain, times of the former and latter, Luke iv. 26. 

Rakia, y%), translated firmament, the second heaven, ac- 
cording to the rabbins, 2 Cor. xii.2. The lowest of 
the three heavens that can be legitimately deduced from 
the sacred records, ibid. 

Ramayuna, account of this sacred book of the Hindoos, 
Rom. ix., in fine. . 
Raphael’s cartoon of Paul preaching at Athens, particu- 
lar description of, by Mr. Thomas Holloway, Acts xvii., 

an fine. 

ines an appellation given by the Jews to their rab- 
bins, Matt. ix. 37. ; 

Receipt of custom, the place where the taxes levied by the 
Romans of the Jews were collected, Matt. ix. 9. 

Reconciliation, apostolic doctrine of, John xx. 23. 

Regular clergy, astonishing influence of this branch of 
the papal bierarchy in the dark ages, Rev. xi. 12, 

Relics, Romish doctrine concerning, Acts v. 15. 
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Religion, definition of, by Cicero and Lactantius, James 
i. 27. Distinction between religion and superstition, 
ibid. Definition of true religion, James i. 27. 

Religious persecution, very sensible observations of Dr. 
Dodd on the absurdity and wickedness of, Luke xiv., 
in fine. ) i : : 

Remphan, or Rephan, conjectures concerning this ancient 
object of idolatry, Acts vii. 43. : 

Rents of a farm, payment of the, in kind, an ancient cus- 
tom in most nations, and still prevailing in the High- 
lands of Scotland, and in some other places, Matt. xxi. 
34. 

Repentance, genuine, what essential to, Matt. iii. 6. 

Repetitions in civil and religious supplications common 
among the ancient Greeks and Romans, and even 
among the primitive Christians, Matt. vi. 7. The Mo- 
hammedans also remarkable for vain repetitions, of 
which an example is produced, ibid. Citation from 
the Heautontimorumenos of Terence in which this 
heathen practice is very strongly ridiculed, ibid. 

Represent, or signify, this expressed in the Hebrew, Chal- 
dee, and Chaldeo-Syriac languages by the substantive 
verb, Matt. xxvi. 26. 

Reprobation, wnconditional, doctrine of, demonstrated to 
be a lie against all the attributes of Deity, Matt. vii. 11, 
xxii. 12; John x. 27, xi. 33, xii.39; 2 Cor. ii. 16, xiii. 
be ie Petri alo. bet malo. 

Reshith Chocmah, citation of a passage from this treatise 
very similar to our Lord’s parable of the ten virgins, 
Matt. xxv. t. 

Resipiscentia, why repentance was so named by the Ro- 
mans, Matt. ili. 2. 

Respect of persons, good rabbinical saying concerning, 
Eph. vi. 9. 

Restitution of all things, inquiry into the import of this 
phrase as employed by St. Peter, Acts iii. 21. This 
phrase, as used by our Lord, gives not the least coun- 
tenance to the doctrine entertained by some that the 
punishment of the wicked in a future state of existence 
shall be of a limited duration, Matt. xvii. 11. 

Resurrection of the dead, doctrine of the, a popular and 
common doctrine among the Jews long before the ad- 
vent of our Lord, Matt. xiv.2; Luke xx. 38, et in fine ; 
John xi. 34; 2 Tim.i.10. Analysis of St. Paul’s ar- 
gument relative to the doctrine of a general resurrec- 
tion, 1 Cor. xv., in principio. 

Revelation, or Apocalypse, Dr. Lardner’s inquiry into the 
authenticity of this book of the sacred canon, Introduc- 
tion to the Revelation. Various opinions concerning 
the time in which it was written, did. Great uncer- 
tainty as to the writer of the Apocalypse ; and the ar- 
guments of Dr. Lardner, who defends the generally 
received opinion of the Church, not satisfactory, ibid. 
The very elevated style of this book, so totally dissi- 
milar from that of St. John’s accredited works, a suffi- 
cient demonstration that it is not the production of this 
apostle, unless we could suppose that the words as well 
as the matter were inspired, a point which we have not 
conceded in examining the claims to authenticity of 
any of the other books of holy writ, did. But its want 
of authenticity of no consequence to the Church pro- 
vided its genwineness be admitted, Preface to the Reve- 
lation. Different plans upon which the Revelation has 
been attempted to be explained, ibid. The scheme of 
Signor Pastorini, ibzd. ; of Wetstein, ibid. ; and of Pro- 
testants in general, iid. Eichorn’s singular scheme, 
ibid. Mr. Lowman’s scheme and order of the Apoca- 
lyptic visions, Rev. xxii., in fine. Conjecture concern- 
ing the design of the Apocalypse, Preface to the Reve- 
lation. Rabbinical character of its phraseology and 
imagery, Rev.iv. 8. Observations of Graserus on the 
insuperable difficulties which present themselves in 
this book of sacred hieroglyphics, a sentiment in which 
the writer of this commentary most heartily concurs, 
Preface to the Revelation. A most solemn and awful 
warning relative to the words of the prophecy of this 
book. If any man have an ear, let him hear, Rev. 
KXtiS, 19) 

Revolutions, periodic and sidereal, of the sun, moon, and 
planets. Observations on Kepler’s famous discovery 
that the-meaz. distances of the planets from the sun are 
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in subsesquialteral geometrical proportion to their pe- 
riodic revolutions, Heb. X1., vm june. 


Rhegium, a city and promontory in Italy, now called 


Reggio, Acts xxviii. 13. Why so denominated, iid. _ 


Rhodes, an island of the Mediterranean, Acts xxi. 1. 


Rich man, in the apostolic sense of the term, 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
Sense in which our Lord is to be understood when he 
asserted the extreme difficulty of a rich man’s entering 
into the kingdom of heaven, Matt. xix. 25. — 

Right hand consecrated by the ancients to Faith, Matt. 
xvii. 14. Metaphorical acceptation of this term among 
the rabbins, Matt. xxv. 33.. Giving the right hand to 
another formerly a mark of confidence, friendship, and 
fellowship, Gal, ii. 9. In eastern countries the highest 
favourite of the king sits on the right hand of the 
throne, Heb. i. 3. 

Righteousness of God, God’s method of saving sinners by 
faith in Christ, see Rom. iii. 20-26. 

Rights of God and Caesar defined, Matt. xxii. 16-21. 

Roman armies, how anciently recruited, Matt. xx. 16. 


Roman calendar, observations on the progressive improve- 


ment of the, from the days of Romulus, about 730 years 
before Christ, to the present time, Rom. xvi., am jine. 


Roman Catholic monarchies, enumeration of the, at the 


commencement of the Reformation, Rev. xvii. 16. 
Roman census, see Census of the Romans. 


Roman citizen, great privileges of a, in the apostolic age, 


Acts RVI-3 1, xx, 295, move de 


Roman consuls, table of, for one hundred and seven years 


(from B. C. 6 to A. D. 100,) with the times in which 

these magistrates ruled, reduced to the years of seven 

different epochs, Table II. at the end of the Acts. 
Roman infantry, how divided and subdivided, Matt. viii. 9. 


Roman law and government, remarks on the grand prin- 


ciple of the, ‘to condemn no man unheard, and to con- 
front the accusers with the accused,” Acts xxv. 16, et 
in fine. 

Roman women, 'Tertullian’s description of their supersti- 
oe roe idolatrous practices during pregnancy, 1 Cor. 
vii. 14. 

pete very jealous of their national worship, Acts xvi. 
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Romans, Episile of Paul to the, its object excellently shown 
by Dr. Paley to be, to place the Gentile convert upon 
a parity of situation with the Jewish, in respect of his 
religious condition, and his rank in the Divine favour, 
Preface to Romans. Various opinions respecting the 
language in which this epistle was originally written, . 
ibid. Copious extract from Dr. Taylor’s Key to the 
Apostolic Writings, in which St. Paul’s principal de- 
sign in writing his Epistle to the Romans is very lumi- 
nously set forth, ibid. In this extract the following 
subjects are discussed:—The original and nature of 
the Jewish constitution of religion. The peculiar 
honours and privileges of the Jewish nation, while 
they were the peculiar people of God, with an explica- 
tion of the terms by which these honours are expressed. 
Reflections on the Jewish privileges and honours. The 
Jewish peculiarity not prejudicial to the rest of man- 
kind, the Jewish economy being established for the 
benefit of the world in general. The Jewish pecu- 
liarity to receive its perfection from the Gospel. The 
particular honours and privileges of Christians, with 
an explanation of the terms by which they are express- 
ed. Reflections on the honours and privileges of the 
Christian Church. All the grace of the Gospel is dis- 
pensed to us by, in, or through Christ. Irresistible 
conclusion from an harmonious union of all the argu- 
ments employed in the discussion of the preceding 
topics. General survey of the Epistle to the Romans. 
The three grand divisions into which the Epistle to 
the Romans is naturally divisible, the Preface, the 
Tractation, and the Peroration or Epilogue, Rom. als 
UM pruncrpro. 

Rome at present exhibits but a very faint image of its 
former magnificence, Acts xxviii 14. Its population 
in 1709; and the number of bishops, priests, monks, 
nuns, courtezans, Jews, and Moors, at the time of that 
census, 27d. : 

Romish Church, observations relative to the doctrines of 
the, Rom. xvi., in fine; 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
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Romish hierarchy, amazing influence of the, in the dark 
ages, Rev. xiii. 12. Account of its two grand divisions, 
the regular and secular clergy, ibid. 

Root of bitterness, a Hebraism for @ poisonous plant, 
lel@ yo ls, 

Rough garments of the ancient prophets, some account of 
the} Eleb sae .3 14 

Ruler of the Jews, a member of the grand Sanhedrin was 
usually so named, John iii. 1. 

Russian or Slavonic version of the New Testament, account 
of the, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 22. 


Sabbath, observations on the institution of the, Matt. xii. 
7, 8; Mark ii. 28. Rigorous observances of this day 
by the ancient Jews, Matt. xii.2. The coming in of 
the Sabbath formerly announced by the minister of the 
synagogue with a trumpet sounded six times from the 
roof of a very high house, Matt. x. 27. 

Sabbath-day’s jowrney, what, Acts i. 12. 

LaBBatov devreporpwrov and LaBBarov devtepodevrepor, 
Lightfoot’s observations on the import of these Greek 
phrases, Matt. xii. 1. Dr, Whitby’s and Wotton’s ob- 
servations, Luke vi. 1. 

Sacerdotal absolution, doctrine of, held among the ancient 
Jews as well as modern papists, Acts xxiii. 12. A re- 
markable instance produced, 2bid. 

Sacramental cup, observations on the denial of the, to the 
laity by the Romanists, Matt. xxvi. 27. 

Sacrifices formerly not unfrequently sent by the Gentiles 
to the temple at Jerusalem, John xi. 20. ; 

Sacrum Romanum Imperium, or Holy Roman Empire, 
origin of this appellative of the late Germanic empire, 
Rev. xiii. 1. 

Sadducees, some account of this famous Jewish sect, Matt. 
Tide gleg XS Wlea en Acts XT. 

Sahidic Version of the New Testament, account of the, 
Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 21. 

Sekar, \Iw, according to Jerome, any inebriating liquor, 
Luke i. 15. 

Salaam, sacredness of this word of salutation among the 
Arabs, 2 John 10. 

Salamis, the capital of Cyprus, afterwards called Con- 
stantia, Acts xiii. 5. Its present appellation, iid. 

Salmone, Sammon, or Samonium, a promontory on the 
eastern coast of Crete; now called Cape Solomon or 
Salamina, Acts xxvii. 7. 

Salonichi, the ancient Thessalonica, Acts xvii. 1. 

Salutations, Harmer’s observations on the manner of 
giving and receiving, in eastern countries, Matt. v. 47. 

Salvation browght by Jesus Christ, in what it consists, 
Luke i. 74. 

Salvation prom sin, the spirit and design of the Gospel, 
Rom. vi., passvm. 

Samandraki, the ancient Samothracia, Acts xvi. 11. 

Sumaritans, account of the, Matt. x. 5. 

Sammacl, Jewish fable concerning, John xii. 31, 

Sanctification, Scripture doctrine of, John xvii. 17; Acts 
x. 43; Rom. iii., an fine; 2 Cor. vii.1, xi. 30; 1 Thess. 
v. 23; James iv. 8. ; : 

Sandal, what, among the ancients, Mark vi. 9. 

Sanhedrin, account of this famous Jewish council, Matt. 
v. 22, Its supreme officers, Matt. xx. 24. 

Saphet, supposed to be the same with the ancient Bethu- 
lia, Matt. v. 14. f ; 2 

Sapphire, description of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 19. 

Sarcasm, remarkable example of this figure of speech, 
Rev. xvi. 6. ; ; 

Sardis, an ancient city of Asia Minor, now called Sardo 
and Sart, Rev.i. 11. ; : 

Sardius, description of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 20. 

Sardonyzx, account of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 20. 

Sarepta or Zarephath, where situated, Luke iy. 26. 

Saron, situation of this country, Acts 1x. 35. 

Satan, delivering over to, what meant by this phrase, 
John xx. 23; 1 Cor. v. 5. A species of power never 
committed to any but the apostles, bid. 

Saul, import of his name, Acts xiii. 9. ‘ 

Saxon or Anglo-Saxon version of Holy Writ, some ac- 
count of the, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 22. 

Scelus incredibile et inauditum, ‘an incredible and _un- 
heard-of wickedness,” what so styled by Cicero, 1 Cor. 
v. 1, 
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Scorpion, a military weapon among the Romans, why so 
named, Rev. ix. 5. 

Xkoprtoc, whence derived, according to the Greek ety- 
mologists, Luke xi. 12. 

Scourging, great severity of this punishment among the 
Romans, Matt. xxvii. 26. The criminal was some- 
times scourged to death, ibid. How the punishment of 
cou ers was performed among the Jews, 2 Cor, 
xi. 24. 

Scribes, who, among the Jews, Matt. ii.4. How the Greek 
word so translated is used in the Septuagint, ibid. 

Scriptures, remarkable passage in the Talmudical Tract 
Shabbath relative to the study of the, John v. 39. Exa- 
mination of a passage of Scripture which the Roman- 
ists allege in favour of their doctrine that the Oracles 
of God cannot be understood without the help of an 
authorized expositor, Acts viii. 31. Observations on 
the papistical doctrine that the Holy Ghost has consti- 
tuted the Romish hierarchy the only infallible interpret- 
ers of the Holy Scriptures, 2 Pet. iii. 16. 

Scuta, see Ovpeoc. 

Seal, formerly customary for a purchaser to mark his 
goods with a, that he might be able to distinguish and 
claim them, if mixed with others, Eph. i. 13. 

Seal, setting of a, wpon the Victim, see Victim. 

Seals of the Apocalypse, their import, according to Wet- 
stein, Preface to the Revelation. Mr. Lowman’s scheme 
of interpretation, Rev. xxii., wm fine. 

Seamless garment of owr Lord, observations concerning 
the, John xix. 23. Description of it by Josephus, 27d. 

Seasons, method of dividing the, among the Jews, John 
iv, 35. 

YeBaoroe, a term usually translated Augustus, appears to 
be used by St. Paul as simply synonymous with Gaor- 
Aeve or emperor, Acts xxv. 21. 

Second death, a Jewish phrase for the punishment of hell 
in a future life, Rev. ii. 11. 

Selaa, the same with the shekel, Matt. xxvi.15. Thirty 
selain, P70; of pure silver, the standard price of a 
slave, according to the rabbins, 267d. Amount of this 
in British sterling, 77d. 

Seleucia of Pieria, where situated, Acts xiii. 4. 

Seleucide, era of the, or era of Alexander, account of the, 
Preface to Matthew. 

Self-love, what, in the only proper Scriptural sense of the 
term, Matt. xix, 19. 

Semiramis, account by Diodorus Siculus of the marches 
of this monarch into Media and Persia, Matt. iii. 3. 
Sepher Toledoth, 11910 D2, a phrase of frequent oceur- 
rence in the Jewish writings, Mait.i.1. Its import, 

ibid. 

Septuagint version, great importance of, to every minis- 
ter of the word of God, Heb. i. 6. : 

Serpent, Lucan’s account of the terrible effects of the bite 
of a, Acts xxviii. 6. See Boiga. 

Servant, this word shown not fully to express the sense 
of the original, Rom. i. I. 

Servus and Fwr, frequently used synonymously, and why, 
Tito. 10% 

Seven, a number of perfection or completion among the 
Hebrews, Matt. xii. 45. 

Seven Churches of Asia Minor, Rev. David Lindsay’s ac- 
count of their present condition, Rev. iii., in fine. 

Seven things created before the foundation of the world, ac- 
cording to the rabbins, Matt. xxv. 34. 

Shabbath, relation in this Talnudical tract very similar 
to our Lord’s parable of the merchantmen seeking 
goodly pearls, Matt. xiii. 45. 

Shadow of death, Nd by, X«ta Oavarov, observations on 
this remarkably energetic expression, which is of fre- 
quent occurrence in the sacred Scriptures, Matt. iv. 16. 

Shah Jehan, circumstantial description of a gold circular 
coin of this great Mogul prince, 2 Tim. ii., an fine. 

Shalom, a term frequent in Hebrew salutations, its im- 
port, Matt. x. 12, 34. 

Shammatha, Snow, the most dreadful of all the Jewish 
excommunications, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Some account of 
it, ibid. 

Shark, the original word xyto¢ should rather be under 
stood of a species of this fish than of the whale, and 
why, Matt, xii. 40, 
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Sharp, (Granville) his remarks on the pretended supre- | Slavery, among the ancients, as described by Dr. John 


macy of the bishop of Rome, Luke ix., an fine. 
Shechakim, DYpnw, the third heaven, according to the 


rabbins, 2 Cor. xii. 2. . 

Sheep, an ancient custom in eastern countries for the 
shepherd to go at the head of his, and they to follow 
him from pasture to pasture, John x.4. A circum- 
stance of this kind witnessed by the author on the ex- 
tensive downs in the western parts of England, ibid. 

Shepherds of the people, rowevec Aaov, a title given by the 
ancient Greeks to sovereign princes, Matt. ii. 6. 

Shewbread, why probably so named, Matt. xii.4. Park- 
hurst’s thoughts on its typical import, iid. 

Shibta, sn w, among the rabbins, the name of an evil 
spirit, Matt. xv. 2. 

Shields, account of the different sorts of, employed by 
the ancients, Eph. vi. 13. 

Ship, the original word thus rendered more frequently 
means a fishing-boat, Matt. iv. 22. 

Shoe of the ancients, properly only a sole tied round the 
foot and ankle with strings or thongs, Marki. 7. 

Shoes, putting on, taking off, and carrying the, of their 
masters, the work of the vilest slaves among the Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans, Matt. iii. 11. 

Shopher, 1D\2, a term applied by the rabbins to the hole 
in the public alms-chest, Matt. vi. 2. 

Showing good works, or good things, a Hebraism, John 
x. 32. Its import, 2id. 

Shrine of our lady of Loretto, supposed by the Italian 
papists to have been a Divine gift to their country, 
Acts xix. 35. 

Sicarii, Lixapior, why assassins were so named, accord- 
ing to Josephus, Acts xxi. 38. 

Signs of the approaching destruction of Jerusalem, obser- 
vations on the, contained in our Lord’s prophecy to 
his disciples, Matt. xxiv. 1-7. 

Sikkir, the same with the ovxepa of the Greeks, Luke i. 15. 
How made, according to the Hedaya, idid. One of 
the four prohibited liquors among the East Indian 
Moslimans, ibid. 

Silence in heaven for the space of half an howr, Sir Isaac 
Newton’s very beautiful explanation of this phrase, 
Rey. viii. 3. 

Siloam, pool of, where situated, John ix.7. The Turks 
have this fountain in great veneration, 2bid. Thought 
by Calmet to be the same with En-rogel, or Fuller’s 
Fountain, mentioned in the Old Testament, ibid. 

Simeon, Claude’s remarks on the song and prophecy of 
this holy man, Luke ii., im fine. 

Simikinthia, Dyucevdia, what, Acts xix. 12. 

Simon Magus, various opinions and legends concerning 
the heresy of this man, Acts viii. 9,24. Very remark- 
able various readings in the Scripture account of 
Simon Magus, Acts viii. 10, 24. 

Sin, motions of, irritated by the law, Rom. vii. 8, &c. 
Citations from Livy, Horace, and Ovid, in which this 
evil propensity in man is acknowledged, zbid. 

Sin unto death, and sin not wnto death, import of these 
Jewish phrases, 1 John vy. 16. 

Singing, remarks on the use and abuse of, in the Church 
of God, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 

Singular number, the ancient Hebrews not unfrequently 
substituted the plwral for the, Matt. xxvi.8; xxvii. 44. 

Sinners. See ‘Awaptwror. 

Sin-offering. See ‘Auapria. 

Sitting, the general posture of the ancient Jews when 
commenting on the sacred Scriptures, or the traditions 
of the elders, Luke iv. 16. 

Sitting at the feet of the rabbi said to be the usual posture 
of a Jewish scholar while listening to his instructions, 
Luke x. 39. This statement controverted by Vitringa, 
Acts xxii. 3. 

Siz hundred and sixty-six, see number of the beast. 

ExavdaanFpa, explanation of this word by Suidas, Matt. 
v.29. 

Exevy oorpaxiwva and SKevy xepapewc, distinction between, 
according to Chrysostom, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

Txevoe exAoyne, import of this Hebraism, Acts ix. 15. 


Exnvorotoc, various conjectures concerning the nature 


of the employment intended by this term, Acts xviii. 3. 
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Taylor, 1 Cor. vii., im fine. 

Slaves, ceremonies observed by our Saxon ancestors in 
the enfranchisement of slaves, 1 Cor. vii., in jine. 

Slavonian or Russian version of the New Testament, ac- 
cote of the, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, 

. 22. 

Shep, common metaphor among the Jews for death, 
John xi.11. Probably used by them to signify their 
belief in the immateriality of the soul and the resur- 
rection of the body, John xi.11. Saying of Menander 
respecting the beneficial effects of sleep, John xi. 12. 

Sleep of the soul, from the moment of the death of the 
body till the resurrection, a doctrine which cannot be 
legitimately deduced from the sacred oracles, 2 Cor. v.6. 

Smyrna, some account of this ancient city, Rev. i. 11. 
Its present appellation, 2bid. 

Social worship among Christians, thoughts respecting, 
Heb. x. 25. ; 

Socrates, remarkable passage in the last conversation of 
this great philosopher with his friends, 2 Pet. i. 15. 

Sohar Chadash, citation from, similar to our Lord’s 
parable of the talents, Matt. xxv. 15. 

Solea, among the Romans, what, Mark vi. 9. 

Son, in the Jewish phraseology, a man who has any 
good or bad quality is called the son or child of that 
quality, Luke x.6. A person is sometimes called the 
son or child of what he is doomed to, zbid. Examples 
of these different acceptations, ibzd. 

Son of David, an appellation of the Messiah among the 
Jews, Matt. ix. 27, 

Son of God, when applied to the Messiah, points out his 
miraculous conception in the womb of the virgin, Mark 
i. 1. This appellation not given to the Divine nature 
of Christ, but to that holy person born of the virgin by 
the energy of the Holy Ghost, Luke i. 35; Heb. i. 5. 
Essential absurdity of the contrary doctrine, ibid. ; 
Acts xiii. 33. Remarks on that passage in Mark’s 

‘Gospel which states the Son of God to have been igno- 
rant of the time in which the Jewish polity should be 
destroyed by the Romans, Mark xiii. 32. 

Song of the blessed virgin, parts into which this inimita- 
ble piece of poetry is obviously divisible, Luke i. 54. 

Sons of thunder, import of this Hebraism, Mark iii. 17. 

Sons of Zebedee, probable import of the very extraordina- 
ry petition of the mother of these apostles to our Lord, 
Matt. xx. 21. 

Soothsayer, derivation andimport ofthis word, Acts xvi.16. 

Sorcerer, a word of French origin, Acts viii. 9. 

Lwrnp, definition of this word by Mintert, Luke ii. 11. 
Ijoovg and owryp nearly of the same import, John i.17; 
Acts v. 28. 

Soul, doctrine of the materiality of the, has no place in 
the sacred records, Matt. x. 28; Acts vii. 59. 

Sound eye, opSaapuoc arAove, a very elegant and expres- 
sive metaphor employed by our Lord for that simplici- 
ty of intention and purity of affection with which the 
supreme good should be pursued, Matt. vi. 22. 

Spaces fallen through by bodies, in their descent to the 
earth, (no matter what their surfaces, volumes, masses, 
or specific ee they are weighty enough 
not to be sensibly affected by the action of the atmos- 
phere,) being as the squares of the times of falling; or 
in other words, the velocities being as the square roots 
of the spaces fallen through; a very plain demonstra- 
tion of the attraction of the earth, Heb. xi., in fine. 
The periodic times of the planets being in sesquialte- 
ral geometrical proportion to their mean distances from 
the sun, a most manifest evidence that the influence 
of the earth on falling bodies is precisely of the same 
nature with that which emanates from the sun, and re- 
tains the planets in their orbits, zbid. 

Zratadwoa, the meaning of this word illustrated by a re- 
markable passage from an epistle of Thuanus to Eu- 
bulus, 1 Tim. v. 6. 

Spell, derivation and import of this word, Preface to 
Matthew. 

Zdpayic, or Seal, among the ancients, a figure cut ina 
stone, and that set in a ring, by which letters of cre- 
dence and authority were stamped, 1 Cor. ix. 2, 

Spira, according to some the same with the Roman co- 
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hort, John xviii. 3. The fortieth part of a legion, ac- 

cording to Raphelius, ibid. , 
Spurvt, existence of an immaterial and immortal, in man, 

demonstrated, Matt. x. 28; Luke xxiii. 43, 46, xxiv. 


Spirit of God, office of this person of the holy Trinity in 
the work of man’s redemption, Matt. iii. 11; John iii. 5, 

Spirits in prison, observations on this remarkable expres- 
sion attributed to St. Peter, 1 Pet. iii. 19. Various 
readings of this passage in the manuscripts and ver- 
sions, ibid. 

Resa Sane Mintert’s definition of this word, Matt. ix. 


Splinter, ‘a more proper rendering of xkapdoc than that 
contained in our common English version, Matt. vii. 3. 

Spring Fast, or Lent, the only annual fast observed in 
the primitive Church, Matt. ix.15. Keptin commem- 
oration of the time the body of our Saviour lay in the 
grave, iid. Discordant opinions among ancients and 
moderns relative to the duration of this fast, idid. 
Teocepaxoory and Quadragesima, the Greek and Latin 
names for this fast, shown to have originally meant a 
a of the duration of forty nouns, and not of forty Days, 
ibid. ; 

Syuares of the periodic times of the planets being to each 
other as the cubes of the semimajor axes of their orbits, 
or, which is the same thing, as the cubes of their mean 
distances from the sun, a wonderful law by which the 
whole solar system is governed, Heb. xi., in fine. 

Stadium, a measure of length among the Romans, Luke 
xxiv. 13. Arbuthnot’s statement of the number of 
yards in the stadium, iid. 

Standards, different sorts of, among the ancient Romans, 
Rey. xii. 14. 

Standing, the posture of the Jews when reading either 
the law or prophets, Luke iv. 16. 

Star which guided the magi to the place of our Lord’s 
nativity, probably a simple meteor provided for the oc- 
casion, Matt. ii. 2, 9. 

Stars, fixed, Table of the most remarkable fixed stars 
from the first to the sixth magnitude, 1 Cor. xv., in fine. 

Stars, falling, see Falling stars. 

Stater, value of this ancient piece of money, Matt. xvii. 
Si, XXvVi. 15. 

Stature, judicious criticism of a very learned writer on 
the original word thus rendered in our common Ver- 
sion, Matt. vi. 27. 

Steel, method of gilding, 1 Pet. i., 7n fine. 

Lredavoc axav¥ivoc, see Crown of thorns. 

Steward of the household, who, Luke viii. 3. Derivation 
of the word steward, according to Junius, bid. 

Stibium, or Antimony, employed in Asiatic countries 
to the present day in staining the eyes, 1 'Tim. ii. 10. 

Stocks, description of this ancient mode of punishment, 
Acts xvi. 24. 

Stoics, a-very remarkable sect of ancient philosophers 
founded by Zeno, Acts xvii. 18. Why so named, ibid. 
Brief sketch of their doctrines, iid. 

Stola, ZtoAn, particular description of this part of the dress 
of the ancient Greek and Roman ladies, 1 Tim. ii. 9. 

Stoning, Dr. Lightfoot’s observations on the punishment 
of, among the Jews, Acts Vii., in fine. 

Strait Gate, HH orevn vay, to what our Lord probably 
alluded in his use of this phrase, Matt. vii. 13. Ob- 
servations on a very remarkable various reading of 7 
otevyn 9 TvAn, Matt. vii. 14. f 

Strangers, hospitality to, a duty strongly inculcated in the 
Scriptures, Heb. xiii., in fine. The heathen considered 
those who entertained strangers to be under the pecu- 
liar protection of Jupiter, 21d. This sentiment very 
beautifully and forcibly expressed in the Odyssey, ibid. 

Strato’s Tower, the same with Czsarea of Palestine, 
Acts xe V. 3 

Lrparoredapync, inquiry into the import of this word, 
Acts xxviii. 16. dee 

Sirymon, sacrifice of white horses to this river by the 
magi, Rom. ix., in fine. ie 

Zrvyew implies to shiver with horror, and why, Tit. iii. 3. 

Stupifying potions usually administered by the ancients 
to condemned malefactors to assuage their pains, Matt. 
xxvii. 34. Of what ingredients composed, according 
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to the rabbins, 72d. Michaelis’s critical inquiry into 
the kind of potion offered to our Lord while hanging 
on the cross, ibid. Dr. Marsh’s sensible remarks upon 
this subject, ibid. 

Styx, according to the heathen mythology, the river of 

ell, by which, if any of the gods swore falsely, he was 
fora certain time expelled from their society, Tit. iii. 3. 

Subordination to the civil powers, great political question 
of, discussed, Rom. xiii. 1, et in fine. 

Substantive verb, a very frequent acceptation of the, in the 
Hebrew, Chaldee, and Chaldeo-Syriac languages, 
Matt. xxvi. 26; Rev. v. 8. 

Suetovid, the god of war among the ancient Slavi, to whom 
a great number of prisoners were annually presented 
as a burnt-offering, Rom. ix., in fine. Supposed resi- 
dence of this divinity, ibid. 

LvyKkaraypygicw, inquiry into the derivation and import of 
this word, Acts i. 26. 

Suicide, a very frequent preventive, of, finely expressed 
by one of our best poets, Heb. ii. 15. 

Luugovta, Dr. Taylor’s definition of this term, Rom. i. 5. 

Sun, standing still of the sun and moon at the command 
of Joshua explained agreeably to the Newtonian system 
of the universe, Matt. viii. 26. Method by which the 
distance and magnitude of the sun have been ascer- 
tained, James i., 27 fine. 

Superstitio, Superstition, origin of this word according to 
Cicero, Jamesi. 27. Its definition by Lactantius, ibid. 
Distinction between religion and superstition, ibid. 

Supremacy of the bishop of Rome, observations on this 
papistical tenet, Luke ix., in fine. 

Supreme Being, very remarkable invocation of the, (trans- 
lated from the original Sanscrit by Dr. C. Wilkins,) 
still existing on a stone in a cave near the ancient city 
of Gya in the East Indies, Luke i. 68. 

Surety and Mediator, inquiry into the import of the Greek 
words eyyvog and weoury¢ So translated, Heb. vii., in fine. 

Swathing of the corpse, manner of the, among the Jews, 
John xi. 44. 

Sweat of blood, Galen’s statement of its cause, Luke xxii. 
44, An instance of bloody sweat related by Thuanus, 
ibid. 

Swineherd, no character meaner in the sight of a Jew than 
that of a, Luke xv. 15. Not permitted by the Egyptians 
to mingle with civil society, nor to appear in the wor- 
ship of the gods, ibid. 

Sword by which a Jewish criminal was beheaded, why 
buried with him in the same grave, Acts viii. 2. 

Sycamine, probably the same with the sycamore, Luke 
Xvii. 6. 

Sychar, situation of this city, John iv. 5. The same with 
Shechem of the Old Testament, 2id. Its present appel- 
lation, 2b7d. 

Sycophant, Potter’s account of the origin of this word, 
Luke xix. 8. 

Synagogue, what number of persons considered necessary 
to compose a synagogue, Matt. iv. 23. Great number 
of synagogues in Jerusalem in the apostolic age, zid. 
Enumeration of the chief things belonging to a syna- 
gogue, ibid. The Jewish place of worship governed by 
a council, over whom was a president, called the ruler 
of the synagogue, ibid. Times at which Divine service 
was performed by the Jews, ibid. Four kinds of men 
who enter the synagogues, according to the rabbins, 
James i. 25. In ancient times, petty courts of judica- 
ture were held in the synagogues, James ii. 2, 

Synesius, two passages from the third hymn of this Greek 
poet on the mode of the Divine existence, the sentiment 
of which was probably borrowed from St. Paul, 1 Tim. 
vi. 16. 

Syracuse, account of the temporary preservation of this 
city by Archimedes, Acts xxviii. 12, Present condition 
of Syracuse, ibid. 

Syriac version, account of the Syriac versions of the 
New Testament, Introduction to the Gospels and Acts, 

. 22. 

Sprtis Major, and Syrtis Minor, two quicksands near the 

African coast, Acts xxvii. 17. 


Taberna, rendered tavern, its general import, Acts 
xxviii. 15. ; 
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Tabernacle, description of the, Heb. ix.2. Typical im- 
port of the tabernacle and its contents, according to 
Cyril, Heb. ix. 5. fs 

Tabernacles, Feast of, how celebrated, John vii. 2. 

Tabitha, import of this name, Acts ix. 36. ; 

Tacitus, citation from his Roman history relative to the 
crucifixion of Christ and the horrible persecution of 
his followers, Matt. xxvii. 26. é 

Talent of gold, amount, in British sterling, of ten thousand 
talents of gold and silver, Matt. xviii. 24. 

Talmud of Babylon, account of the, Matt. xv. 2. 

Talmud of Jerusalem, account of the, Matt. xv. 2. 

Tamisra, what, Matt. viii. 12. ; ; ; 

Tanchwm, remarkable saying of this rabbin respecting 
the importance and excellence of implicit faith in the 
testimony of God, John xxi. 29. 

Tarassa, the ancient Tarsus, Acts ix. 11. 

Targum Yerushlemey, singular comment in, relative to 
the two great lights of heaven, 1 Tim. i. 7. ; 
Tarsus, a city formerly the capital of all Cilicia, Acts ix. 

11. In what manner the inhabitants obtained the pri- 
vilege of Roman citizens, idid., xxii. 28. Citations 
from Xenophon, Josephus, and Ammianus Marcelli- 
nus, in attestation of the great respectability of this 

city, Acts xxi. 39. 

Tartarus, or hell, opinion of the ancients respecting, 2 
Pet. ii. 4. 

Taxgatherers, or publicans, two classes of, in the land of 
Judea in the apostolic age, Matt. v. 46. 

Tectosagi, a tribe of the ancient Galatz, Preface to Ga- 
latians. 

Texvia, a word frequently used by St. John, the whole 
force of which is not expressed in our English version, 
John xiii. 33. Anecdote related by Jerome respecting 
the frequent repetition of this word by the apostle to 
his flocks in his old age, John xv. 12. 

TeAewotc, a word importing, among the primitive Chris- 
tians, martyrdom, Phil. iii. 12._ This shown by cita- 
tions from Clemens Alexandrinus, Basil Magnus, 
CEcumeneus, Balsamon, and Eusebius, ibid. 

Tempest, superstitious practices of the ancient sailors du- 
ring a, Acts xxvii. 14. The tempest supposed by the 
heathens to be occasioned by evil spirits, 2bid. Sir 
George Taunton’s account of similar superstitions 
among the Chinese, iid. 

Temple, which gate of the, was probably called Qpaca, or 
Beautiful, Acts iti. 2. 

Temptation, the Greek word retpaouoc not fully express- 
ed by this term, Matt. vi. 13. How the petition in the 
Lord’s Prayer, in which this word is contained, was 
understood by several of the primitive fathers, ibid. 
The usual process of temptation pointed out, ibid. 
Observations on the Taree forms under which Satan 
tempts the human race, 2 Cor. xi. 14. 

Temptation of Christ in the wilderness, ingenious theory 
of a correspondent relative to the, Matt. iv., in fine. 
Tempter, ‘O Uetpatwy, apparent allusion of St. Paul to 

this appellative of Satan, Matt. iv. 11. 

Tertullian, the author of an apology for the Christians, 
still extant, 2 Tim. iv., in fine. 

Tertullws, observations on the oration of, against St. Paul, 
Acts xxiv. 2, 8. 

wake of the ancients, what, and why so named, Rey. 
tis 7 

Tetragrammaton, an appellation of 7)", Jehovah, on 
account of the number of letters it contains, 2 Cor. xii. 
4; Rev. xix. 12. See Jehovah and Adonai. 

Tetrarch meaning of this word, Matt. xiv.1; Luke iii. 1. 

Tetrax, TETPAZ, one of the six Ephesian characters, 
Acts xix.19. Its import, according to Hesychius, ibid. 

Teutate, an object of eltions worship among the an- 
cient Gauls, to whom human victims were offered, Rom. 
ix., in fine. 

Thallus, citation from this writer, in which it is supposed 
by some there is an allusion to the preternatural dark- 
ness at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, Matt. xxvii. 45. 

Theatres often used by the ancients for popular assem- 
blies and public deliberations, especially in matters 
which regarded the safety of the state, Acts xix. 29. 

8¢A, in what sense this verb is frequently used in the 
Septuagint, Matt. xxvii. 43, 
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Oniv, this appellation given by the ancients to the soul, 
which they considered the seat of the appetites and pas- 
sions, and why, James i. 15. Sais J ; 

Geoe, several citations from the Septuagint in which this 
word with the article prefixed has the import of Gee, 
O God, Heb. i., in fine. . ' 

Os0¢ edavepwdy ev capxt, “God was manifested in the 
flesh,” inquiry whether these words were originally in 
St. Paul’s First Epistle to Timothy, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

Ococ and Aawwr, distinction between, in heathen authors, 
Acts xvii. 18. ‘ 

Therapeutics of the ancient Jewish physicians in refer- 
ence to hemorrhages, Mark v. 26. 

Thessalonians, First Epistle to the, generally believed to 
be the first letter which St. Paul addressed to any of 
the churches of Jesus Christ, Preface to the Epistle. 


Thessalonians, Second Epistle to the, what principally 
moved the apostle to write this letter, Preface to the 
Epistle. Parts into which it naturally dividesitself, ibid. 

Thessalonica, a celebrated city of Macedonia, situated. on 
what was formerly called the Thermaic Gulf, Acts 
xvii. 1. Different opinions concerning the origin of 
its name, ibid. Its present appellation, zbid. See also 
the Preface to the First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

Theudas mentioned by St. Luke, very uncertain who, 
Acts v. 36, 

Third hour, remarks on this hour being stated by St. 
Mark to have been the period of the day in which our 
Lord’s crucifixion commenced, Mark xv. 25. 

Third part, a rabbinism for a considerable number, Rey. 
VAL On : 

Thirty pieces of silver, various readings of the passage 
of Scripture thus rendered, Matt. xxvi. 15. 

Thomas, import of thisname, John xi.16. Observations on 
the very remarkable exclamation of Thomas Didymus, 
when he first saw Christ after his resurrection, John xxi. 
28. Strange trifling ofsome of the ancients and moderns 
relative to the import of this exclamation, ibid. 


Thomas de Cantelwpo, extract from a letter which Ed- 
ward I. wrote, at the instigation of his clergy, to Pope 
Clement V. relative to this bishop of Hereford, in which 
the gross superstition of that age is very conspicuous, 
1 Tim. ‘iv. 2. 

Owpak, or Breastplate, account of this ancient species of 
defensive armour, Eph. vi. 13. 

Thorn tn the flesh with which St. Paul was afflicted, va- 
rious conjectures concerning the, 2 Cor. xii. 7. The 
false apostle at Corinth most probably intended by this 
phrase, 2b2d. 

Thought, the import of the original term wepyya not fully 
expressed by this word, Matt. vi. 25. 

Thousand, very probably the name of a division of a Jew- 
ish tribe, in the same manner as certain divisions of 
our English counties are called hundreds, Matt. ii. 6. 

Thousand years, a mystical number among the rabbins, 
Rey. xx.4. A famous number in heathen authors, idid. 

Three heavenly witnesses, passages in St. John’s First 
Epistle relative to the, most evidently spurious, I John 
v. 7, et in fine. Fac-simile of this disputed passage, 
and its context, from the Codex Montfortii in Trinity 
College, Dublin, 1 John v. 7. Fac-simile from the 
Editio Te of the Greek Testament printed at 
Complutum, iid. 

Three days and three nights, what meant by this phrase, 
according to the Jewish mode of reckoning, Matt. xii, 
40. Illustrated by some extracts from rabbinical wri- 
ters, ibid. 

Three taverns, a place about thirty-three miles from Rome, 
in the Appian-way, Acts xxviii.15. Quotations from 
ree and Zozimus in which this place is mentioned, 
ibid. 

Three years and six months, the duration of the great 
famine in the time of Ahab, according to Luke and 
James, how reconcileable with an apparently different 
statement in the First Book of Kings, Luke iv., in fine. 

Opnoxverv, to worship, origin of this word, according to 
Suidas, James i. 26. Indifferently applied to true re- 
ligion and superstition, ibid. 

Thunders of the Apocalypse, very probable conjecture why 
seven in number, Rev. x.3. Import of each of these 
thunders professed to be understood by some expositors, 
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though the writer of the Apocalypse was not permitted 
to reveal what they uttered! Preface to the Revelation, 
and see chap. x. 3. 

Supa, a metaphorical acceptation of this word, illustrated 
by quotations from Cicero and Ovid, Col. iv. 3. 

Gupeoc, or Scuta, some account of this oblong shield of 
the ancients, Eph. vi. 13. 

Thyatira, a city of Natolia, in Asia Minor, now called 
Akissat, and Akkissar, Rev. i. 11. 

Thyne, Thyin, or Thyine, a tree mentioned by Homer, 
Theophrastus, and Pliny, Rev. xviii. 12. 

Tiberias, sea of, its length and breadth according to Jo- 
sephus and Pliny, John vi. 19. 

eae Cesar, character of this Roman emperor, Luke 
jii. 1. 

Tides, phenomena and cause of the, Heb. xi., in fine. 

Tiger, a vessel so named, according to Virgil, Acts 
Xxviii. 11. 

Tigranes, remarkable anecdote respecting, John xv. 13. 

Tuy frequently signifies @ pecuniary recompense, or pre- 
sent, Acts xxviii. 10. Several examples produced, ibid. ; 
1 Tim. v. 18. 

Timothy, biographical sketch of this minister of Jesus 
Christ, to whom two apostolical letters in the sacred 
canon are addressed, Preface to the First Epistle. 

Timothy, First Epistle to, the time when, and the place 
from which, it was probably written, discussed at con- 
siderable length, Preface to the Epistle. This aposto- 
lical letter of great use to every minister of the Gospel, 
tid. 

Timothy, Second Epistle to, observations of Dr. Paley 
and Lewis Capellus relative to the date of this aposto- 
lical letter, Preface to the Epistle. 

Tippoo Sultan, remarkable form of prayer used by, 
Matt. vi. 7. 

Titan, Tecrav, a name famous for containing the Apoca- 
pie number 666, a number supposed by Wetstein and 
others to have an allusion to the name of the Roman 
emperor T%lws, who was an instrument in the hand of 
God of dissolving the whole Jewish polity, Preface to 
the Revelation. Without the last letter the name con- 
tains 616, a various reading of the number of the beast 
supported by some very respectable manuscripts, ibid. 

Tievar Tia ec¢ TL, a phrase frequent among the purest 
Greek writers, 1 Pet. ii. 8. Its import, ibid. 

Titles, Dr. Taylor’s observations on the titles bestowed 
on Christians in the New Testament, 1 John ii., in fine. 

Titus, inscription in honour of, extracted from Gruter’s 
work, Matt. xxiv. 34. 

Titus, Triwmphal Arch of, on what account erected, Matt. 
xxiy. 3. Still exists in the Via Sacra, leading from 
the forum to the amphitheatre, idid. Particular de- 
scription of the devices and inscription on this arch, 
Matt. xxiv. 34. 

Titus, biographical sketch of this frequent companion of 
St. Paul, Preface to Titus. r 
Titus, Epistle to, great affinity between this apostolical 
letter and St. Paul’s First Epistle to Timothy, Preface 

to Titus. 

Tolistoboii, a tribe of the ancient Galate, Preface to Ga- 
latians. : 
Tombs of the dead, why the Jewish tombs were white- 

washed, Matt. xxiii. 27. : 

Tongue, curious rabbinical saying relative to the, James 
iii. 10. 

Tongue of fire, a Hebraism, Acts ii. 3. Its import, ibid. 
Examples of a similar Hebraism, ibid. 

Tongue of the heart, what has been so. denominated, Matt. 
vii. 16. 

Topaz, description of this precious stone, Rev. xxi. 20. 
Toroc, a very frequent import of this term in the sacred 
and apocryphal writings, John xi. 48. ‘ 
Tormentors, delivering over to the, Asiatic custom to which 

these words have an allusion, Matt. xviii. 34. 

Tormil, 4°97)n, in what sense this word is used by the 
rabbins, Matt. x. 10. an, 
Tortwres of a very cruel description among the Asiatics 

to induce confession, Matt. xviii. 34. 

Tofov, or bow, a military weapon of the ancients, Eph. 

vi. 13. 


Tpayndifo, inquiry into the import of this word, Heb.iv.13,| phrases, Matt. xiv. 33. 
: 1 


Trachonitis, where situated, Luke iii. 1. 

Traditionists, a Jewish sect, who interpreted the Divine 
testimonies agreeably to the decisions of the elders, 
1 Cor. viii. 1. 

Traditions of the Jewish elders, remarks upon the, Matt. 
Xv. 2, et in fine. 

Transfiguration of our Lord, impious trifling of some of 
the foreign critics on the Scripture account cf the, 
Matt. xvii., in fine. 

Transmigration of souls, a Pythagorean doctrine. See 
Metempsychosis. 

Transposition in the Greek text, Matt. vii. 6. 

Transpositions in the Hebrew text, some instances of, 
Matt. vii. 6. 

Transubstantiation, doctrine of, shown to be in direct op- 
position to the plain tenor of Holy Writ, Matt. xxvi. 
26. When this doctrine was first advanced among the 
Romanists, Rey. xiii.6. Date of its full reception as 
an article of the Roman Catholic faith, ibid. 

Treaswre, Hebrew and Greek words so translated import 
any kind of store or collection, Rom. ii. 5. 

Treasure hid in a@ field, a phrase very generally misun- 
derstood, Matt. xiii. 44. 

Treasure, laying up of, how far this is consistent with the 
Christian character and profession, Matt. vi. 19. 

Trees of God, import of this Hebraism, Luke vi. 12. 

Trespasses, remarkable ditlerence in import hetween 
mapartwuata, Which is thus rendered in our common 
version, and odetAnuara, translated by the same word 
in the Book of Common Prayer, Matt. vi. 15. 

Triarii, who, among the Romans, Matt. viii. 9. 

Tribute, supposed amount of the Jewish, paid into the 
imperial exchequer after the destruction of the temple, 
Matt. xxii. 21. 

Tribute money, the ra d.dpayua thus rendered in our com- 
mon version alludes not to a tax to be paid to the Ro- 
man government, but to a tax for the support of the 
temple, Matt. xvii. 24. 

Trinity, doctrine of the, shown to be a doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, Matt. iii. 16, xix. 17, xxviii. 19; John i., in fine ; 
2 Cor. xiii. 14; Eph. ii. 18. 

Trinity of the Hindoos, account of the, Luke i. 68. 

Triwmph, particular description of this public and solemn 
honour conferred by the ancient Romans on a victo- 
rious general, 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

Trocmi, a tribe of the ancient Galate, Preface to Gala- 
tians. 

Troy, supposed situation of, Acts xvi. 8. 

Trumpet-holes, NID W, shopheroth, what, Matt. vi. 2. 

Trumpets of the Apocalypse, what they import, according 
to Wetstein, Preface to the Revelation. Mr. Lowman’s 
scheme of interpretation, Rev. xxii., im fine. 

Truth was of small account among many even of the best 
heathens, Eph. iv. 25. Dr. Whitby’s collection of some 
of their maxims on this subject, 22d. 

Tsidekah, or Tsidekath, Nps; acommon word among 
the Jews for alms, Matt. vi. 1. Striking contrast be- 
tween the ancient and modern acceptations of this 
word, ibid. 

Twisco, an object of idolatrous worship among the ancient 
Germans, Rom. ix., in fine. 

Tunicatus Popellus, why the common people of Rome 
were so named, Luke vi. 29. 

Turo¢ didayne, import of this figurative expression, Rom. 
Va 

Tutelary deity, image of the, was placed at the entrance 
of the city to signify that he was the guardian and pro- 
tector, Acts xiv. 13. 4 ‘ 

Twelve years, the age at which, according to the Jewish 
canons, a child was obliged to begin to learn a trade, 
Luke ii. 41. seas) 

Twice born, a term used by the Brahmins in the same 
sense as born again among the Christians, Luke i. 15. 

Twice dead, how this phrase is to be understood, Jude 12. 

Twilight, rules by which it was distinguished by the 
rabbins, Mark xvi. 2. : ; 

Twin, a word of Saxon origin, John xi. 16, 


Yioc Oecov and 'O Yiog tov Osov, critical observation on the 
difference of import between these two Scripture 
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Ulaloo, or Ullaloo, particular description of, Matt. ix. 32. 

Unbelief, good saying of Quesnel respecting, Matt. xiii. 58. 

Unam sanctam, citation from this celebrated papal docu- 
ment, Rev. xiii. 15. 

Uncircumcision, different species of, as enumerated by 
Rabbi Seira, Acts vii. 51. 

Unction, prophets, priests, and kings, among the Jews, 
consecrated by, in order that they might legitimately 
exercise their respective offices, Matt. i. 16; Luke ii. 
13. What unction considered an emblem of, aid. 

Understanding, general definition of this term, Rom. viii. 
16; Eph.i. 18. Philo’s definition of the Greek word 
vouc, which is sometimes thus rendered, Eph. i. 18. 


Uninterrupted succession boasted of in the Romish Church, 
shown to be a mere fable, Rom. xvi. 15; Heb. v. 4. 

Universal restoration, remarks on this antiscriptural tenet, 
Matt. v. 26. 

Unleavened bread shown to be necessary in the proper 
administration of the Lord’s Supper, Matt. xxvi. 26. 
Unregenerate mind, apostolic doctrine of the perpetual 
struggles of two opposite principles in the, when en- 
lightened by natural or revealed religion, Rom. vii. 
15, &c. Citations from Ovid, Terence, Horace, Ar- 
rian, and Euripides; in which these two opposing 
principles in man are acknowledged, and very forcibly 
expressed, ibid. Relation of a very bemarkable anec- 
dote by Xenophon in his life of Cyrus, which is strongly 

illustrative of this doctrine, Rom. vii. 20. 

'Yanpetne, imports of this word, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 

Yroxpityc, hypocrite, derivation and import of this word, 
Matt. vi. 5. 

‘Yrooraatc, hypostasis, meaning of this term, Heb. xi. 1. 

‘Upper rooms in private houses formerly used by the Jews 
for the purposes of devotion, Acts i. 13. ‘The upper 
room in which the apostles with some others were 
assembled after the ascension of our Lord, and at the 
election of Matthias, probably an apartment of the tem- 
ple, bid. 

Uro, citations from Terence and Virgil to show that 
this word sometimes imports to vex or trouble, 1 Cor. 
vii. 9. 

Ushwamedha, or solemn sacrifice of the white horse, de- 
sciption of this very remarkable Hindoo ceremony, 
Rom. ix., in fine. 

Uttermost farthing, ‘O exxato¢g Kodpavtne, import of this 
phrase, Matt. v.26. This expression as figuratively 
used by our Lord, when considered in connection with 
its context, gives not the least support to the doctrines 
of purgatory and wniversal restoration, ibid. 


Vagabond, ancient and modern acceptations of this word, 
cts xix. 13. 

Vain repetitions, see Repetitions. 

Valley of Salt, Maundrell’s description of the, Matt. v. 13. 

Various readings in the Scriptures, thoughts on the, with 
an enumeration of the sources whence almost the 
whole of them have sprung, Introduction to the Gos- 

els and Acts, p. 11, &c. Excellent remark of Dr. 

ill on their immense number, 27d., p. 12. A collec- 

tion of, for the New Testament, made from ancient 
Greek MSS., see end of the New Testament. 

Vates ae synonymous terms among the Romans, 
Pitts Th I), 

Veeshnoo, among the Hindoos, the Deity in his preserving 
quality, Luke i. 68; John i. 14. 

Veil of the temple, typical import of the rendering of the, 
at the time of our Lord’s dismissing his spirit, Matt. 
xxvii. 51. 

Velum, or curtain, non, the first of the seven heavens, 
according to the rabbins, 2 Cor. xii. 2. 

V2rbs which express the accomplishment of a thing often 
to be understood as only signifying the beginning of 
that accomplishment, Luke v. 6. An example pro- 
duced, 27d. 

Ree definition of this word by Martinius, Matt. 
XJ11. . 

Versions of the New Testament, short account of the, In- 
troduction to the Gospels and Acts, p. 17, &c. 

Vespasian, description of the coin struck by this emperor 
at the capture of Jerusalem, Matt. xxiv. 34. 
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Vessels of carth and silver, very interesting and instruce 
tive sayings of the rabbins relative to, 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

Vials of the Apocalypse, their import, according to Wet- 
stein, Preface to the Revelation. Lowman’s scheme 
of interpretation, Rev. xxii., in jime. Mr. Robert 
Fleming’s very remarkable explanation of the hiero- 
elyphié of an angel pouring out his vial upon the sun, 
Rev. xvi. 8. 

Vicarious sacrifices, after the similitude of the Jewish 
scape-goat, have been common among most ancient 
nations, Matt. xx. 28; John xi. 51; Rom. ix., in fine, 
1 Cor. iv. 13. 

Victim of the heathens, an ancient custom to set a sea. 
upon that deemed proper for sacrifice, John vi. 27. 
This illustrated by a quotation from Herodotus, zid. 
How the ancient heathens adorned their sacrificial 
victims, Acts xiv. 13. This illustrated by citations 
from Ovid and Virgil, ibid. 

Vile, whence this name is.probably derived, John iii. 20. 

Villant, among our Saxon ancestors, who, 1 Cor. vii., 
in fine. 

Vinegar, whence this word is derived, Matt. xxvii. 34. 
A common drink of the Roman soldiers, Luke xxiii. 
36. 

Virginity of Mary, previously to the birth of our Lord, 
an article of the utmost consequence to the Christian 
system, Matt. i. 25. The doctrine of her perpetual 
virginity, so much insisted on by the Romanists, a 
pens chimera, Matt. i. 25, xii. 46, xiii. 55; John 
vii. 3. 

Volumen, Volume, why the Romans gave this appellation 
to a book, Heb. x. 7. 

Vulgate, or Latin version of the Scriptures by Jerome, 
some account of the, Introduction to the Gospels and 
Acts, p. 22, 


Wages of a Roman soldier per diem, Luke iii. 14. 

Waking, or watching of the dead, practised among the 
ancient Greeks, Acts ix.37. A similar custom still 
observed among the native Irish, ibzd. 

Wandering stars, Aotepeg mAavytat, why this phrase 
should not be understood of the planets, but rather of 
the zgnes fatwi, Jude 13. 

Washing the corpse before interment, and before it was 
laid out to hie in state, a custom of very remote anti- 
quity, Acts ix. 37. 

Washing the ae of @ superior, a custom observed by the 
Hindoos, Luke vii. 44. The office of the meanest 
slaves, John xiii. 5. 

Washing the hands, a religious ceremony among Jews 
and Mohammedans, Mark vii.3. Washing the hands 
in token of innocence an ancient rite among the He- 
brews, Greeks, and Romans, Matt. xxvii. 24. 

Watches, into how many the night was divided, Matt 
xiv. 25; Mark xv. 25. 

Watchmen in the tenvple, on constant duty, Luke xxii. 4, 

Water, constituent parts of, 2 Pet. iii. 10. 

Water baptism, see Baptism. 

We eee saying of Libanius respecting, 1 Tim. 
Vv. 23. 

Watson, (Dr.) late bishop of Llandaff, character of his 
Apology for the Bible, 2 Tim. iv., in fine. 

Waz-board or cloth, employed by the ancients to write 
upon, Luke i. 63. 

Weather, signs of fair and foul, according to the Jews 
and Romans, Matt. xvi. 2, 3. 

Wedding, account of the celebration of a, in Persia, as 
given in the Zend Avesta, Matt. xxv. 7. 

Weeping, days of, what, among the Jews, John xi. 31. 
On what account they were succeeded by the seven 
days of lamentation, 27d. 

Wells in the East, some of the Indian devotees accus- 
tomed to stand with a girbah to give drink to weary 
travellers, Matt. x. 42. 

Whale, a very improper rendering of xytoc, Matt. xii. 40. 

What have we to do with thee? import of this Jewish 
phrase, which is of frequent occurrence in the sacred 
oracles, Matt. viii. 29. 

Whited sepulchres or whitewashed tombs, see Tombs. 

White bu/is without blemish offered in sacrifice to Apis 
by the ancient Egyptians, John vi. 27. Curious mode 
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adopted by the Egyptians to ascertain whether the ani- 
mal was proper for sacrifice, ibid. 

Whoredom, the only case in which the Author of the 
Christian religion admits of divorce, Matt. v.32. The 
idolatries of the Jews very frequently termed whore- 
dom in the prophetical writings, Rev. xvii. 1. 

Wicked one, ‘O rovnpoc, derivation and import of this 
appellative of the great adversary of mankind, Matt. 
vi. 13, xiii. 19. Amo tov rovnpov, in the Lord’s 
Prayer, should be rendered from the wicked one, and not 
as in our common version, Matt. vi. 13. See also 
1 John y. 19. 

Widow's son of Nain, reflections on the resurrection of 
the, Luke vii., in fine. 

Will, observations on the freedom of the, Matt. vi. 10; 
Phil. ii. 13. 

Will worship, E0eAoGpnoxeva, observations on the mean- 
ing of this word, as used by the apostle, Col. ii. 23. 

Wind of God, import of this Hebraism, Luke vi. 12. 

Wine, laws among the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
egeure to the drinking of, mixed and unmixed, 1. Tim. 
Vv. 23. 

Wine of three leaves, what meant by this phrase among 
the rabbins, Luke v. 39. 

Wisdom, definition of, by Sir W. Temple, Eph. i. 8. 
The wisdom that is from above, windy ADIN chocmah 
aliona, a very favourite expression among the rabbins, 
of which some examples are produced, James iii., in 
Jjine. Dr. Lightfoot’s observations on a fourfold wis- 
dom mentioned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 6. 

Woden, a principal divinity of the ancient Swedes, to 
whom human victims were very frequently offered, 
Rom. ix., im fine. Account of the grand festival for- 
merly celebrated every ninth year to this idol, wid. A 
similar abomination practised by the ancient Danes 
and Norwegians, 77d. 

Wo wnto thee, the original words ovaz oor, thus rendered, 
to be understood rather as an exclamation of pity, than 
a denunciation of judgment, Matt. xi. 21, xviii. 7. 

Woman taken in adultery, account of this circumstance 
in St. John’s Gospel, translated from the Codex Beze 
and other MSS., John vii., im fine. 

Women employed in eastern countries in grinding the 
corn, Matt. xxiv. 40,41. Political condition of woman 
under the ancient Roman government, 1 Tim. ii. 12. 
Their state under the British laws, wid. Women, 
especially those advanced in years, employed by the 
ancients as porters, John xviii. 17. Examples pro- 
duced, ibid. Ancient method of purifying women who 
were appointed to be consorts to kings, Eph. v. 26. 

Works, beautiful personification of, Rev. xiv. 13. 

World, this word sometimes used for land or country, 
Matt. iv. 8, xxvii. 45; Luke ii. 1. Destruction of the 
world by fire, an ancient opinion among the heathens, 
2 Pet. iii. 12. Notions of the ancients respecting the 
origin and formation of the world, 2 Pét. iii. 5. Very 
affecting apostolical account of the moral condition of 
the world, 1 John v. 19. cee 

Wormwood, supposed import of the Apocalyptic hierogly- 
phic of a star so named, which fell from heaven upon 
the third part of the rivers and fountains of water, Rev. 
viii. 12. 
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Worship, reflections upon that species of, which can alone 
be acceptable in the sight of God, Matt. xv. 9. 

Worshipping of images, consideration of a, passage of 
Scripture which the Romanists allege in favour of, 
Heb: xi) 20 

Woitteth, its derivation and import, Acts iii. 17. 

Writing of divorcement, see Divorce. 

Writing-table, or little board, Dr. Shaw’s description of 
the, used by the boys in Barbary, and also by the Jew- 
ish children, Luke i. 63. 


Fvdoc, a sort of ancient sword originally made of brass, 
Eph. vi. 13. 


Yacoud, ibn Leits Safer, remarkable anecdote respecting, 
Luke xiv. 1. 

Ye ho wah, import of this phrase used by the Indians of 
North America in their religious worship, Rev. xix. 1. 

Yod and point, see One jot and tittle. 

Yoke, formerly a custom at Rome to put the necks of those 
to be crucified into a yoke, and to stretch out their 
hands and fasten them to the end of it; and having 
thus led them through the city, to carry them to the 
place of execution, John xxi. 18. How the word iy 
aval, rendered yoke, has been figuratively employed by 
the Jews, Matt. xi., in fine. 

Yom, 0°, examples in which this word is taken in the 
sense of judgment, 1 Cor. iv. 3. 

Yuchanan, parable of this rabbi similar to that of our 
Lord concerning the wise and foolish virgins, Matt. 
38.4% UE 


Zacharias or Zechariah, import of this name, Luke i. 60. 

Zaleucus, law of, against the drinking of unmixed wine, 
unless prescribed by a physician, 1 Tim. v. 23. 

Zarphon, remarkable saying of this rabbi, Matt. vii. 5. 

Zeal, description of that species of, which every minister 
of Jesus Christ should possess, 1 Cor. iv., 2m fine. Re- 
markable saying of a pious papist respecting that spe- 
cies of zeal which prompts to the extirpation of here- 
tics and wicked men, Matt. xiii. 29. 

Zebul, 9\31, the fowrth heaven of the rabbins, 2 Cor. xii. 
2. bya; zebul, dung, or dunghill, a very common 
Jewish appellation of an idol or an idol temple, Matt. 
x. 25. 

Zebulun, situation of the country,of the descendants of 
this patriarch, Matt. iv. 15. 

Znroc, Zeal, derivation and import of this Greek word, 
Acts v. 17. : 

Zelotes, a surname given by the Jews to certain persons, 
and why, Luke vi. 15. ; aie 

Zend Avesta, citation from this work in which is con- 
tained an account of the celebration of a wedding in 
Persia, Matt. xxv. 7. 

Zeno, the founder of the Stoic sect, when and where born, 
Acts xvii. 18. : 9 

Z.Cavea, inquiry into the import of this word, Matt. xiii. 25. 

Zwa, very improperly rendered Jeasts in our version, 
Rev. iv. 6. 4 : ; 

Zaua or girdle, account of this species of defensive ar- 
mour among ancients and moderns, Eph. vi. 13. 
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AN 


INTRODUCTION TO THE FOUR GOSPELS, 


AND TO THE 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


CONTAINING 


INFORMATION NECESSARY TO A PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE VARIOUS 
REFERENCES FOUND IN THE NOTES ON THESE BOOKS. 


hee introduction, so long promised, giving an account of the manuscripts, versions, &c., referred 

to in this work, is at last before my readers; and could not, with any propriety, have been 
published sooner, as the Gospel history could not be considered complete till the book of the Acts was 
finished. As the chronology of the New Testament ends with the two years’ imprisonment of 
Paul at Rome, it may be thought needless to carry it any farther down: but as there is some 
reason to believe that he visited Rome a second time, and suffered martyrdom there about A. D. 64 
or 65; and as learned men have agreed that the Apocalypse, which completes the canon of the 
New Testament, was not written till about the year 96; I have thought it necessary to carry down 
the chronology through the whole of the first century of the Christian era ; that, if I should not have 
health or life to proceed any farther in this work, that important part should be left in a state 
of tolerable perfection. I have proceeded on the same plan with the four gospels, and the book of 
the Acts, as I have done with the Pentateuch and the book of Joshua; and have reason to thank 
God that he has spared me to go through (in the manner I first proposed) with these two most 
important parts of that revelation which his mercy has granted to man. In the first, (the 
Pentateuch and the book of Joshua,) the history of the world and its original inhabitants, and the 
history of the Church, are brought down from the creation to the final settlement of the 
Israelites in the promised land. In the second, (the four gospels and book of Acis,) I have deduced 
the important events of the Christian dispensation from six years before the vulgar era, down to 
the year 100. This chronology is as rich in the necessary eras as that which is attached to the 
book of Deuteronomy, and has, [ hope, left nothing unnoticed that belongs to such a work. The 
_ account of MSS., versions, &c., is necessarily short : I could not proceed farther in this description, 
without involving much of that sort of Biblical criticism which could not be advantageous to general 
readers. I have, therefore, only introduced what I deemed necessary for a proper understanding 
of the references to be found in the commentary itself. 

I have purposely avoided the question concerning the authenticity of the sacred writings in 
general. Ona thorough conviction, I assume the fact, that they are a Divine record, a revelation 
from God. ‘This has been so amply proved that the Christian cause has had a complete triumph. 
I consider, therefore, the question to be for ever at rest. As to the particular books, scriptures, or 
Scripture facts, to which objections have been made, I have carefully considered them as they 
occur in their respective places; and I hope I have fully removed every such objection, and have 
exhibited the doctrines of the Gospel, and the facts of the evangelical history, in their own certain 
and steady light: at least, I have carefully laboured to do it; and, like the woman in the Gospel, I 
have done what I could. 

When the great difficulty of my work is considered, no one will suppose that mistakes were 
avoidable ; general consistency and correctness are all that candour can require. I have met with 
difficulties in every part of my undertaking, such as a commentator only can feel and estimate. 
On the Acts of the Apostles alone I have spent many months of almost incessant labour. 
Difficulties occurred in every page ; and I could not proceed till I had made the way plain before 
me, and left it open to those who might come after. This alone is sufficient to account for the 
delay in this part, and for any casual mistakes into which I may have pleas mistakes, if such 
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there be, over which the candid reader will find little difficulty gently to draw the pen of correction 
remembering that it is much more easy to find faults than to mend them. 


§ 1. Concerning the mannur in which Divine ryspiRaTiIoN was granted to the sacred writers. 


The manner in which the Divine inspiration has been granted to the sacred writers, is a question 
of more than mere curiosity. As every work of God is done in an orderly, rational manner, st 
must this also; but we must take heed not to confine him to one particular form, and say, it must 
be thus and thus, or not at all. God is sovereign of his own-ways, and so does his wondrous works 
that they may be had in everlasting remembrance. As he has spoken at sundry times to our 
fathers and predecessors, by the prophets and other inspired men; so has he done this im diwers 
manners ; ever adapting the manner to time, place, circumstance, &c. Hence we are not to look for 
a uniformity in the manner of communicating his inspirations, any more than we are to look for 
identity of time, place, and persons. He has done great things; and he has done all things wELL. 
On the inspiration of the Scriptures themselves, I must therefore refer my readers to those who have 
written professedly on the subject ; but, on the mode of communicating that inspiration, I beg leave to 
make a few extracts from Dr. Whitby, who has written excellently on this point. After asserting 
that the apostles and evangelists indited these Scriptures by the assistance of the Holy Ghost; and 
that as the immediate succeeding ages did, so we at present securely may, rely upon them as a rule 
of faith, he proceeds to show :-— 

“J, How this assistance may fitly be explained. 

“ For explication of this Divine assistance, let it be considered, 

“1, That prophecy is sometimes represented as the word of the Lord, and he is said to speak to 
the prophet ; and, suitably to this metaphor, some illustration of the assistance of the Holy Spirit 
may be made from the analogy it bears to human conversation; thus, that as we convey our 
thoughts one to another by such words as, by the organs of hearing, make such a motion on their 
brain to whom we speak as gives them an zdea of the words we utter, and by them of the things 
which by those words are signified, and so it is the impression made upon the brain.which doth 
communicate our thoughts to them; so, when it pleased God to reveal his will to any person, it’ 
seems only necessary that he talk inwardly with them, that is, that he make such a motion on their 
brain as gives them a deep and clear idea of that which he intended to make known unto them: 
only the impression must then be made in such a manner and degree, and with such circumstances, 
as may make it certain to the inspired person that it derives from God. Now seeing, when we hear 
the voice of any one, or receive a letter from him, we may be certain from the knowledge we have 
of his voice, or his handwriting, that it is he indeed who speaks or writes to us; we may very 
well conceive that God can easily give such distinctive marks of what he inwardly speaks to us, or 
writes upon the tables of our hearts, as shallenable us to discern what he imprints upon them from any 
impression that shall otherwise be made upon them. 

“2. Sometimes the prophet is in Scripture styled a seer, and his word a@ vision; and then the 
parallel, or the analogy, runs thus: As we see, by virtue of a light reflecting the species of things 
upon the retina of the eye, and thence deriving a peculiar motion to, and making a distinct impres- 
sion on, the brain ; so may the prophet be supposed to see what God reveals unto him, by a like 
motion of the Holy Spirit made upon his brain concerning it. And, as it is as easy to propose a 
material object to the view as to describe it by our words, so must it be as easy for God to dart 
such an impression or inward light upon the brain of the prophet, or spiritual man, as shall give 
him a more bright and sensible idea of things than if he did perceive them by the ear, or even 
view them by the eye. And as we more exactly discern a sensible object by the view than we 
know it by a description of it without that view, so the Jews say that prophecy nx72 in vision is 
more excellent than that which comes only arona by dream, or in a dream, in which we seem to 
hear one talking with us. 

“ Now though this impression may be sufficient to convince the prophet and inspired person that 
his revelation did indeed derive from God ; yet, since this revelation was intended not for himself, 
but for the use of others, he, with the revelation, must be enabled, by some convincing proof, to 
evidence to those who were concerned to embrace it that he was sent indeed by God with such a 
message tothem. Now of this they only could be satisfied by some outward marks or notes, of 
which they, by their senses, were enabled to judge, viz. The miracles wrought for confirmation of 
his testimony, or some prophetical prediction of something future and contingent, exactly verified 
in the event. And thus, says the apostle, was their preaching confirmed to the world; God bearing 
_, witness to them, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 

according to his will, Heb. ii. 4. 

“ The ways of prophecy, under the Old Testament, seem to be comprehended under these four 
heads, viz. Either the prophets received their revelation in a dream or trance, or ina vision, or by a 
voice from heaven, or by the secret suggestions of the Holy Ghost. 

«“ Now some of the eee had their visions, Ist. Either by pay, as Peter ; for an ecstasy fell 

1 


AND ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


upon him, and he saw the heavens opened, and he heard a voice saying unto him, Arise, Peter, kill 
and eat, Acts x. 11. And this is called épaya, a vision, ver. 17. And by this, saith he, God taught 
me to call no man common or unclean, ver. 28. Or by nienr: Thus a vision of the night was 
seen by Paul, and a man speaking to him, in the vision of the night, Acts xvi. 9. 2dly. They had 
also the Spirit speaking to them; for the Spirit said to Peter, Behold, three men seek thee: arise, 
therefore, and go with them, nothing doubting, for I have sent them, Acts x. 20, 21. 8dly. And 
sometimes they had visions and revelations of the Lord, either by way of rapture to them, 2 Cor. 
xii. 2, or of conversation with them; as when Christ said to St. Paul, My grace is sufficient for 
thee, ver. 9. Here then are three kinds of revelation granted to the apostles; but then these things 
were mostly occasional, and accidental to them, in respect of their apostolical functions. 

“ Only the case of the Apostle Paul must here admit of an exception ; for it being necessary for 
an apostle, that is, a witness of Christ’s resurrection, to have seen the Lord risen from the dead, 
according to those words, Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen the Lord? 1 Cor. ix. 1; and 
for an apostle, not of man, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, Gal. i. 1; to receive his message 
immediately from the Lord Jesus; Christ speaks thus to him, I have appeared unto thee for this pur- 
pose, to make thee a minister and a witness, both of those things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto thee, Acts xxvi. 16. Which words contain a promise of an 
immediate instruction from Christ in his apostolical function. Whence this apostle declares, confirm. 
ing that his declaration with an oath, the Gospel which was preached by me was not after man: for I 
neuher received it of man, neither was I taught, (by man,) but (only) by the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
Gal. i. 11, 12. He therefore had his message from Christ, as Moses had from God, Christ speak- 
ing to him mouth to mouth, &c. See Num. xii. 7. ; 

“ But yet, that which enabled them for the inditing of these writings, as a rule of faith to all 
succeeding ages, was the internal and powerful assistance of the Holy Spirit. 

“To proceed then to the consideration of the distinction made by some, viz. Of inspiration by 
suggestion, and inspiration of direction only: I say, then, 

“First, Where there is no antecedent zdea or knowledge of the things written for the good of 
others to be obtained from reason, or a former revelation, there, an inspiration of suggestion must 
be vouchsafed to the apostles, to enable them to make them known unto the world. But where there 
is an antecedent knowledge of the things to be indited, it can only be necessary that God should, 
either immediately, or by some special occasions, excite them to indite those things, and should so 
carefully preside over and direct their minds, whilst writing, as to suggest, or bring into their 
memories, such things as his wisdom thought fit to be written ; and should not suffer them to err in the 
delivery of what was thus indited in his name, or which they had written as apostles of God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 


«Secondly, In all their revelations of mysteries, or things which could not otherwise be made 
known to them, either by natural reason or antecedent revelation, they must be acknowledged to 
have had them by an immediate suggestion of the Holy Spirit. Hence, of these things, the apos- 
tle says, negatively, that the natural man (who only judges of things by his natural reason) cannot 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned, 1 Cor. i. 14, %. e., they, being mysteries, can only 
be discerned by the revelation of the Spirit; and positively, that they spake the wisdom of God in 
a mystery, even the wisdom hid from former ages, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor had it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive, 1 Cor. i. 7. And that because God had revealed these 
things to them by his Spirit, ver. 9, they having received the Spirit of God that they might know the 
things which are freely given to us of God, ver. 10. 1 Thus was the mystery of the calling of the 
Gentiles into an equality of privileges with the believing Jews made known unto them; for God by 
revelation, saith St. Paul, made known to me the mystery of Christ, which in other ages was not made 
known, as it is now revealed to lis holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit ; that the Gentiles should 
be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ, by the Gospel, Eph. iii. 
3, 4,5, 6; chap. i. 9; vi. 19; Col. i. 26,27; ii. 2; iv. 3,4. So they knew the mystery of the recall- 
ing of the Jews, Rom. xi. 25, 26. The mystery of the resurrection, t. €-, the quality of the bodies 
to be raised, and the order of it, with all the other special circumstances mentioned, 1 Cor. xv ; 
1 Thess. iv. ; and the apostasy of the latter times ; for the Spirit speaketh expressly, saith the apostle, 
that in the latter days men shall depart from the faith, 1 Tim. iv. 1. This inspiration of suggestion 
must also be allowed to St. John, the author of the Revelation ; for he, speaking only what was 
represented to him in visions, or by angelical discourses, or apparitions, must have that assistance 
which suggested these ideas to him. , 

“Thirdly, As for those things which they did know already, either by natural reason, education, 
or antecedent revelation, they needed only such an assistance, or direction in them, as would secure 
them from error in their reasonings, or in their confirmation of their doctrines by passages contained 
in the Old Testament ; and, therefore, a continual suggestion must be here unnecessary. And, indeed, 
one great work they had upon their hands, both in preaching the Gospel, and writing ee 
and epistles, being to convince the unbelieving Jew, or to confirm the ho Jew, or rectify the 
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errors of the Judaizing Christian, the gift of knowledge of the scriptures of. the Old Testament was 
very necessary for them, and therefore is deservedly reckoned among the primary gifts of the Holy 
Ghost; and, being so, we have reason to believe that either the Holy Ghost suggested to their 
memory those scriptures which they used in these sacred writings to convince them ; orelse presided sa 
over them as not to suffer them to make any inferences from them which were not agreeable to the 
true intent and meaning of them; though, at this distance of time, we may not always be able to 
discern the strength and clearness of the consequence. 

“ Fourthly, In writing the historical parts of the New Testament, or matters of fact relating to 
themselves, or others, it is only necessary that what is there delivered as matter of fact should be 
truly performed, as it is said to have been done: but it is not necessary that they should be related 
in that order of time in which they were performed, unless that also be affirmed of them; for this 
must be sufficient to assure us of the truth of what they thus delivered. 

“ Moreover, in writing the discourses contained in these books, it is not necessary that the very 
words should be suggested, or recorded, in which they were first spoken, but only that the true intent 
and meaning of them should be related, though in diversity of words. Though the promise made 
to the apostles by our Lord, that the Holy Spirit should bring to their remembrance, ravra, all things 
which he had said unto them, John xiv. 20, doth fairly plead for this exactness in what they have 
delivered of our Saviour’s sermons ; it being scarcely imaginable that their memory, without Divine 
assistance, should exactly give us all that was spoken in such long discourses. 

“«“ And hence we may account for the objections against this Divine assistance, arising from the 
viith of Acts; for, though I have showed, in the note on ver. 15,16, that there is no real mistake 
in the words of the protomartyr; yet, were it granted that there is an error in his account of the 
sepulchres of the patriarchs, that affects not the authority of St. Luke at all, provided he have 
exactly related what was then said by St, Stephen, who was not chosen to be a penman of the 
Holy Scriptures. 


“« Lastly, From what is thus discoursed, it may appear that I contend only for such an inspira- 
tion, or Divine assistance of the sacred writers of the New Testament, as will assure us of the truth 
of what they wrote, whether by inspiration of suggestion, or direction only ; but not for such an 
inspiration as implies that even their words were dictated, or their phrases suggested to them by the 
Holy Ghost: this, in some matters of great moment, might be so; St. Paul declaring that they 
spake the things which were given them of God in the words which the Holy Ghost teacheth, 1 Cor. ii. 
13, if that relate not to what the Holy Ghost had taught them out of the Old Testament. But that 
it was not always so is evident, both from the consideration that they were hagiographers, who are 
supposed to be left to the use of their own words, and from the variety of the style in which they 
write, and from the solecisms which are sometimes visible in their compositions ; and more espe- 
cially from their own words, which manifestly show that, in some cases, they had had no such sug- 
gestion from the Holy Ghost as doth imply that He had dictated those words unto them. For 
instance, when St. Paul declares his will or purpose to do what he was hindered by the providence 
of God from doing ; as, when he says to the Romans, When I go into Spain, I will come to you, 
chap. xv. 24; Iwill come by you into Spain, ver. 28. For though he might, after his enlargement, 
go into the west, where St. Clement (Ep. ad, Cor. § 6,) says he preached; and even into Spain, as 
Cyril, (Catechis. 17, p. 204. C.,) Epiphanius, (Her. 27, p. 107. C.,) and Theodoret (in 2 Tim. iy. 
17, and Prefat. in Psalm exvi.,) says he did; yet it is certain he did not designedly go to Rome, in 
order to an intended journey into Spain: and when he says to the Corinthians, I will come to you, 
when I pass through Macedonia, 1 Cor. xvi. 5, and yet confesses in his second epistle, 2 Cor. i. 15, 
16, 17, that he did not perform that journey ; for it is not to be thought that the Holy Ghost shoula 
incite him to promise, or even to purpose, what He knew he would not perform. This also we learn 
from all those places in which they do express their ignorance or doubtfulness of that which they are 
speaking of ; as when St. Paul says, I know not whether I baptized any other, 1 Cor.i. 16. And again, 
toxov rapauevo, Perhaps I will abide, yea, and winter with you, 1 Cor. xvi. 6. And when St. Peter 
saith, By Sylvanus, a faithful brother as I suppose, have I written to you, 1 Pet. v. 12: for these 
words plainly show that, in all these things, they had no inspiration, or Divine assistance. This, 
lastly, may be gathered from all those places in which they only do express their hope, and that con- 
ditionally, of doing this or that; asin these words, I hope to see you in my journey, Rom. xy.‘ 24, 
I will come unto you quickly, if the Lord will, 1 Cor. iv. 19. Ihope to stay some time with you, if the 
Lord permit, 1 Cor. xvi. 7. I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy quickly to you, Phil. ii. 19, 23. 
And Itrust that I myself also shall come quickly, ver. 24. These things I write, hoping to come to thee 
quickly, but, if I should tarry, that thou mayest know how to behave thyself in the Church of God, 1 Tim. 
in. 14,15. hope, by your prayers, to be given to you, Philem. 22. This will we do, if the Lord 
permit, Heb. vi. 3. I hope to come to you, St. John, 2 Ep. ver. 12; 3 Ep. ver. 14. For, spes est 
incerte rei nomen, the word hope implies an uncertainty, whereas the Holy Spirit cannot be uncertain 


of any thing: nor can we think he would inspire men to speak so uncertainly. And (2) There 
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can be no necessity, or even use, of a Divine assistance to enable a man to express his hopes, seeing 
all men do, by natural reflection, know. them. ¥ 

“II, Having thus premised these things, for the right stating and explication of the controversy, 
I proceed to lay down the arguments, which prove that in these writings the apostles were assisted 


and preserved from error by the Spirit of God; and therefore were enabled to deliver to us an 
unerring rule of faith. 


“ And, 1st. I argue for the Divine assistance of the inditers of these sacred records, from what 
they do assert concerning their own writings ; and what they say touching the declarations made, 
the doctrines delivered, and the directions given in them. : 

“‘As for the writers of the gospel, St. Luke declares he writes his gospel to Theophilus, that he 
might know the certainty of those things in which he had been instructed ; and St. John declares his 
gospel was written that they might believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. Now it is plain, 
that neither Theophilus could be certain of the truth of what he had been taught by any writing 
which was not absolutely certain in itself ; nor could others be induced, by what St. John had writ- 
ten, to believe that Jesus was the Christ, unless they could be certain that he spake the truth through- 
out his gospel. Now, if we do consider how many things contained in the beginning of St. Luke’s 
gospel he must have by hearsay, and how many long discourses both he, St. Matthew, and St. John, 
deliver as spoken by our Lord and others, of which we can have no assurance, after so many years 
before the writing of them, on the mere strength of human memory, so as to ground an article of 
Divine faith upon the very words in which they were delivered, we must be forced to conclude that, 
upon this account, we cannot depend upon the very letter and minute circumstances of every dis- 
course related by them, unless, according to Christ’s promise, they had the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost, to bring these things to their remembrance: wherefore this promiseis made to them in very 
general-and comprehensive terms—viz., the Holy Ghost shall bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you, John xiv. 26. And then there being nothing considerable in St. 
Mark, which is not also in St. Matthew or St. Luke, or both, the certainty of all that is contained in 
them must make us also certain of the truth of what St. Mark delivers in his gospel. Moreover, 
the word spoken and indited by them is styled the worp of Gop: men, saith the apostle, could not 
believe the Gospel unless they heard it preached to them; nor could they hear it preached unless 
some were commissioned to preach the Gospel ; for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God, Rom. x. 14,15, 16,17. And, for this cause, says he, thank we God without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as 
it is, in truth, the word of God, 1 Thess. 1. 13. I am made a minister of Christ, saith he, according 
to the dispensation of God, which is given to me, to fulfil (i. e., fully to preach) the word of God, 
~ Col. i. 25. (2) It is called the commanpMenT or Gov; for my Gospel, says St. Paul, and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, is made manifest, and, according to the commandment of the everlasting 
God, made known unto you for the obedience of faith, Rom. xiv. 25, 26; which faith is always 
built on a Divine testimony. And again, If any man be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge 
that the things I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord, 1 Cor. xiv. 37. (3) It is declared 
to be the wispom of Gop, 1 Cor. i. 24. For, we preach Christ, to you that are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, the power of God, and the wisdom of God ; we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even that 
wisdom which God has revealed to us by his Spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 7,10. (4) It is the resrrmony of God, 
for I came not to you, saith he, in excellency of speech, declaring to you the testimony, 1 Cor. i. 1. 
(5) It is the Gospet of Gop: for St. Paul styles himself the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gen- 
tiles, ministering the Gospel of God to them, Rom. xv. 16. We preach, says he, the Gospel of God 
freely, 2 Cor. xi. 7. We were bold to preach to you the Gospel of God ; we were willing to have 
imparted to you not the Gospel of God only, but also our own lives, 1 Thess. li. 2, 8, 9. Even the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God committed to my trust, 1 Tim. i. 10. (6) It is the Gosprn oF 
Curist ; for I came, says he, to Troas, to preach Christ’s Gospel, 2 Cor, ii. 12. We sent Timotheus, 
our fellow labourer in the Gospel of Christ, 1 Thess. iii. 2. (7) It is the mysrery of his wii1, Eph. 
i. 9. The mystery of God the Father and of Christ, Col. ii. 2. The mind of Christ made known 
to the apostles, 1 Cor. ul. 16. And the word of Christ which must dwell richly in believers, Col. 
iii. 16. 

“Now, certainly it cannot rationally be conceived that the apostles should be ignorant of that 
assistance by which they were enabled to indite these records; if then they were assured of that 
assistance of the Holy Spirit which they challenged, then must the Gospel, which they both preached 
and indited, be received as the word of God and Christ, the mind of Christ, the Gospel of God and 
Christ, the mystery of God the Father, and of Christ, the commandment and testimony of God, which is 
the thing I am concerned to make good; and then it highly must concern all persons to be mindful 
of the commandments of the apostles of our Lord and Saviour, 2 Peter iii. 2. If they had no such 
assurance of the assistance of the Holy Spirit, they did grossly impose upon the world, in thus 
pretending that they preached the Gospel by the assistance of the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. 
If they were not assured that, in those writings, they delivered only ee doetrines which God 
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required all men to believe, those precepts he required them to do, they must be very confident in 
daring to make this the preface to some of their epistles, Paul an apostle, according to the will and 
the commandment of God, 1 Cor. i. 13 2 Corsi, 1; Eph. i. 15 Col. 1.1 2°Timsi. 1; and saying, 
with so much assurance, If any be a prophet, let him acknowledge that the things I write unto you are 
the commandments of God, 1 Cor. xiv. 87; and much more, in declaring to all Christians thus — 
We are of God ; he that knoweth God, heareth us ; he that is not of God, heareth not us ; by this we 
know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error, 1 John iv. 6. For this seems equal to what their 
Master himself said in the like words, Why do you not believe me? He that is of God, heareth the 
words of God ; you therefore hear them not, because you are not of God, John viii. 46,47. Yea, they 
must be false witnesses of God, by styling human writings the word, the Gospel, the command, the 
testimony, the mind, the mystery of God and Christ ; and by requiring others to receive it not as the 
word of man, but as the word of God, even that word by which they must be judged at the last day, 
Rom. ii. 16 ; which again runs as high as those words of Christ : The word that I have spoken shall 
judge him that believes it not at the last day, John xii. 48. 

“2dly, They who, when they indited these writings, were assisted by the Holy Ghost, the Spirit 
of truth, indited these records by Divine assistance; for the things God spake to his servants the 
prophets are styled, the things which I commanded, ev rvevpare pov, by my Spirit, Zech. i. 6: but the 
apostles were thus assisted ; this they in terms, or by just consequence, assert. For St. Peter says 
of them all, in general, that they preached the Gospel by the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, 
1 Peter i. 12. And is not this as much as he said of the prophets of the Old Testament, when he 
declares they spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost? 2 Peter i. 1. St. Paul asserts, in the 
same general expression, that those great things belonging to the Gospel which neither eye had seen, 
nor ear had heard, nor heart was able to conceive, God had revealed to them by the Spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 
10; that they had receeved not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that they might 
know the things which were freely given to Christians of God ; and that these things they taught, not 
in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual, verses 12,13. In which place the very design of the apostle is to prove, against the 
Greek philosophers, how unreasonable it was to reject the Gospel, because it came not in the way 
of demonstration to human reason, but by way of revelation from God ; and so required faith, as 
of necessity it must do, since it contained such things concerning the design of Christ’s salutary 
passion, his resurrection, ascension, and a future judgment at the general resurrection, which no 
natural man could know by the utmost improvement of his human reason; and such discoveries 
of the counsel of God, concerning man’s justification, which depended upon his good pleasure ; 
which was known only to that Holy Spirit which searcheth all things, even the deep things of God. 
It is this Spirit, says he, that we have received, and by this Spirit hath God revealed these things 
unto us ; and we accordingly do teach them to the world, not in the words which human wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing the revelations made to us by the Spirit with 
the revelations made to the prophets in the Old Testament, by the same Spirit, and finding that the 
revelations made to us do far exceed what was discovered to them; for, what the eye of those 
prophets had not seen in vision, or their ear heard in dreams, nor can the heart of man conceive, 
without a revelation, even these things hath God revealed to us by his Spirit. Thus did they 
speak the word of God in demonstration of the Spirit : whence he declares that, if any man despise 
their testimony or instructions, he despised not man only, but God also, who had given them his 
Spirit, 1 Thess. iv. 8, they being not sufficient for this work of themselves, but their sufficiency was 
of God, who, by this ministration of the Spirit, had made them able ministers of the New Testament, 
2 Cor. 11. 5,6. And thus, says he, that God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, (and 
who illuminated the prophets by shining upon their imagination and their understanding,) hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ, 
2 Cor. iv. 5. In his Epistle to the Ephesians, he declares that the mystery of Christ was made 
known to him by immediate revelation, and not to him only, but to the rest of the apostles and 
prophets of the New Testament ; for God, says he, hath made known this revelation to us, the apostles 
and prophets, by the Spirit, Eph. ui. 3,5. And hence he speaks to the Corinthians in this language, 
If any man be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things I write unto you are the 
commandments of God, 1 Cor. xiv. 37. Here then the argument runs thus :— 

“They who had a like assistance to that of the prophets under the Old Testament, must write b 
the direction of the Holy Ghost: for holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ; 
and the scriptures they indited were of Divine inspiration; and their words are cited, in the New 
Testament, as spoken by the Holy Ghost. But the apostles had a like assistance ; for, in the words 
now cited, they style themselves apostles and prophets ; they challenge a like illumination, or shining 
of God upon their hearts, a like revelation of their Gospel by the Holy Spirit; and they pretend 
to teach it to others, in words taught them by the Holy Ghost. In all which sayings, they must be - 
guilty of a false testimony concerning God, and must impose upon the Church of Christ, if no such 
assistance of the Holy Ghost was imparted to them. 4 
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“3dly. ‘These sacred records, which were indited to be a standing rule ‘of faith to Christians 
throughout all ages of the world, the Gospel contained in these Scriptures being made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith, Rom. vi. 26, they must, in all things propounded in them to our 
faith, contain a Divine testimony, or a revelation of the will of God. For, as human faith depends 
upon the testimony of man, so Divine faith is that which depends upon the testimony of God. And, 
as obedience to men consists in doing the will of men, so our obedience to God consists in conformity to 
the will of God. Again, If we must all be judged by this law of liberty, James ii. 12; if Christ, at 
the last day, will judge the secrets of men’s hearts according to the Gospel of St. Paul, Rom. ii. 16; 
if he will come in flaming fire, taking vengeance of all that obey not his Gospel, then must this Gospel, 
and this law of liberty, be arule of faith until Christ’s second coming ; for upon that account alone 
can men be bound, under this dreadful penalty, to yield obedience to it, and be judged by it.” 


The whole of Dr. Whitby’s important general preface, from which the above is extracted, is well 
worth the attention of the reader. 


§ IL. Of vartous reaprnes in the Scriptures, and the sources whence they sprung. 


Before I proceed to give an account of the principal manuscripts, ancient versions, and eccle- 
siastical writers, frequently referred to in this work, it may be necessary to say a little on the 
various readings of the Old and New Testaments in general, and the manner in which they origi- 
nated ; as several of my readers may not have had the opportunity of acquainting themselves with 
that branch of Biblical criticism in which this subject is particularly discussed. 

By a various reading, I mean a word existing either in the ancient versions, or in ancient MSS., 
or in both, different from the word in the commonly received and printed text, whether of the Old 
or the New Testament. The sources whence these are derived are those ancient versions and MSS., 
the chief of which are enumerated and described in the following lists. 

But it may be asked of what authority are these versions and manuscripts? And why appeal to 
them from and sometimes against the commonly received text? 

Into the discussion of this question, I cannot minutely enter ; it is not the province of a comment- 
ator. But, lest it should be supposed that I wished to elude it, I would simply observe, 1. That, 
before the invention of printing, the whole of the sacred writings, both of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, must have existed either in MS. or by oral tradziion. 2. If they existed originally by oral 
tradition, they must have been, at one time or other, reduced from that into a MS. or written form. 
3. As these records were considered of general importance, being a revelation from God to man, 
concerning his salvation, manuscripts would be multiplied, as the people increased who professed to _ 
believe that these writings were divinely inspired. 4. Wherever the Jews were dispersed, they car- 
ried copies of the law and the prophets with them; and the Christians did the same with the gos- 
pels, epistles, &c. And as these copies were formed by skilful or unskiiful hands, so they would 
be less or more accurate in reference to the originals, from which they were taken. If a MS. 
which had been carelessly copied became the source whence others were taken, they could not be 
expected to express a better text than was found in that from which they were copied. 6. When 
such a MS. was collated with others more carefully copied, various readings, or differences between 
such MSS. would necessarily appear. 7. As some of these readings would appear arreconcilable 
or contradictory, subsequent scribes would alter or amend from conjecture, where they could not have 
access to the original MSS., and this would give birth to another class of various readings. 
8. When, after the invention of printing, the sacred writings were multiplied by means of the press, 
the copy, thus prepared, must be one of those MSS. or one containing a collation of various MSS., 
and the printed edition must, of course, give the text of one only MS. or a text formed from the various 
readings of several. 9. As, at the epoch of the invention of printing, great ignorance prevailed 
both in literature and religion, it was not likely that the best helps, even had they been at hand, 
would have been critically used ; and therefore those primitive editions must necessarily have been, 
in many respects, imperfect ; and these imperfections could only be removed, in subsequent editions, 
by a careful collation of the most ancient, most authentic, and most correctly written MSS. 10. As 
such MSS. exist in different places, widely remote from each other, in various parts of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, it must be a work of considerable time to find them out, collate and extract their various 
readings ; communicate them to the public in separate editions, or in critical dissertations ; and 
much time must necessarily elapse before the public would feel the necessity of having one authentic 
edition of the original texts formed from such separate editions and critical dissertations. 11. All 
versions, or translations of the Scriptures into the language of the different nations which had 
received the word of God as the rule of their faith and practice, must have been made, previously 
to the invention of printing, from a MS. or MSS., such as the translator had at hand ; therefore, 
such versions could be no more than a faithful translation of such MS. or MSS. 12. As the MSS. 
differ among themselves, from the reasons assigned above, so that different MSS. would exhibit 
different readings in certain cases, though the text in the main was the same in all, so the VERSIONS 
must differ among themselves, according to the particular MSS. from a they were taken. 
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Hence both the MSS. and the versions would necessarily contain various readings; and these 
readings must be important and valuable in proportion to their agreement with the autograph from 
which they were all originally derived; and, upon the whole, the most ancient and carefully written 
MS. might be considered as containing the purest text. 13. All the versions of all countries differ, 
-less or more, among themselves ; which is a proof that they were formed from different MSS., and 
that those versions exhibited the readings which were contained in those MSS. 14. And it may 
be added, that the most ancient versions were likely to contain the purest text, because made from 
the most ancient MSS., which, we may fairly presume, were the most accurate copies of the original ; 
as, in that case, the stream could not be rendered turbid by a long and circuitous flow from the 
fountain. ‘This the reader may conceive to have been the origin of various readings, both in the 
manuscripts, and ancient versions, previously to the invention of printing. 

Most copies of the Hebrew Bible have been taken from the same MSS., as the subsequent editions 
have generally copied the preceding ones, with very little alteration in any thing that could be 
considered essential to the text. The first editions of the Greek Testament, viz., the Complutensian 
and the first of Erasmus, were taken from different MSS. ; but these sources were in general not the 
most pure and correct, as the text formed from them sufficiently proves ; and hence, most succeeding 
editors have found it necessary to make a variety of alterations and amendments, in the editions 
which they have published, from such MSS. as they had the opportunity of collating. Hence very 
few of these editions agree perfectly among themselves ; consequently, the necessity of forming one 
general and authentic edition, from a careful, judicious, and conscientious collation of all the ancient 
MSS. and versions known to exist. Preparations for such an edition of the Hesrew Brstx have 
been made by Kennicott, and De Rossi. For the Surrvuacrnt, by Wechel, (i. e., in the edition 
printed by him,) Lambert Bos, Dr. Holmes, and his present continuators at Oxford. For the Greek 
Testament, by Robert Stephens, Bp. Fell, Dr. Mill, Bengel, Wetstein, Birch, Alter, Matthai, and 
Griesbach. We therefore possess, at present, materials, from which nearly immaculate editions of 
the sacred writings may be formed; so that the Hebrew and Greek originals, and, indeed, ail 
versions faithfully deduced from them, may appear in all their simplicity, energy, and splendour. 
It is to these materials, as they exist in the above collections, that I am indebted for the various 
readings of Hebrew and Greek MSS., supported by the ancient versions, which I have introduced 
in these notes. 

Notwithstanding all the helps which the various MSS. and ancient versions afford for 
the illustration of the sacred text, the reader must not imagine that, in those MSS. and 
versions which do contain the whole of the sacred text, there is any essential defect in matters 
that relate to the faith and practice, and consequently to the salvation, of the Christian :— 
There is no such MS., there is no such version. So has the Divine Providence ordered it, that, 
although a number of mistakes have been committed by careless copyists, as well as by careless 
printers, not one essential truth of God has been injured or suppressed. In this respect, all is perfect , 
and the way of the Most High is made so plain, even in the poorest copies, that the wayfaring man 
though a fool, utterly destitute of deep learning and critical abilities, need not err therein. 

All the om1ssrons of the ancient manuscripts put together would not countenance the omission of 
one essential doctrine of the Gospel, relative to faith or morals: and all the apprrions countenanced 
by the whole mass of MSS. already collated do not introduce a single point essential either to faith 
or manners, beyond what may be found in the most imperfect editions, from the Complutensian 
editors down to the Elzevirs. And though, for the beauty, emphasis, and critical perfection of the 
letter of the New Testament, a new edition of the Greek Testament, formed on such a plan as that 
of Professor Griesbach, is greatly to be desired, yet from such a one infidelity can expect no help ; 
false doctrine no support ; and even true religion no accession to its excellence ; though a few 
beams may be thus added to its lustre. 

‘The multitude of various readings found in MSS. should no more weaken any man’s faith in the 
Divine word, than the multitude of typographical errors found in printed editions of the Scriptures. 
Nor indeed can it be otherwise, unless God were to interpose, and miraculously prevent every 
scribe from making a false letter, and every compositor from mistaking a word in the text he was 
copying. It is enough that God absolutely preserves the whole truth, in such a way as is consistent 
with his moral government of the world, The preservation of the jots and the tittles in every 
transcriber’s copy, and in every prinier’s form, by a miraculous act of almighty power, is not 
to be expected; and is not necessary to the accomplishment of the purposes of providence and 
grace. 

On this subject the intelligent reader will be pleased with the opinion of that very eminent critic, 
Dr. Bentley. Speaking in reference to those who were needlessly alarmed at the multitude of 
various readings collected by Dr. Mill, and said to amount to 30,000, he says: « Not frighted 
with the present 30,000 various readings, I, for my own part, and as I believe many others, would 
not lament if, out of the old MSS. yet untouched, 10,000 more were faithfully collected : ae of 
which, without guasHeD would render the text more beautiful, just, and exact, though of no 
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consequence to the MAIN of religion: nay, perhaps, wholly synonymous in the view of common readers, 
and quite insensible in any modern version.” Philaleuth. Lipsiens. p. 90. 

After such a testimony as this, from one of the greatest scholars and critics of his age, it is 
hoped that no minor person will hazard a contrary assertion; and that prejudices against the 
collation of MSS. and collections of various readings will not be entertained by the honest and well 
meaning ; as such may see, at once, both the propriety and necessity of such measures. 

In the MSS. of the Greek Testament, critics have noticed several which have an affinity to each 
other. This affinity has been denominated familia, family, by Bengel; recensio, revision, by 
Griesbach ; and edition, by Michaelis. These editions depend on the diversity of time and place, 
and are divided by Griesbach into three :— 

1. The western edition, or that formerly used where the Latin language was spoken : with this 
agree the old Itala, the Vulgate, and the quotations found in the Latin fathers. 

2. The ALExanpRINE, or Egyptian edition: with this agree the quotations found in the works 
of Origen, and the Coptic version. 

3. The Byzantine, or EAsTERN edition: that in general use at Constantinople, after this city had 
become the capital of the eastern empire. The greater number of the many MSS. written by the 
monks on Mount Athos are evidently of this edition. To this edition may be referred the quotations 
found in St. Chrysostom, St. Theophylact, bishop of Bulgaria, and the Slavonic or Russian 
version. The readings of this edition are those which are generally found in the printed text of the 
Greek Testament. All these recensiones, or editions, belong to ages prior to the eighth century, 
according to Griesbach. 

To these Michaelis adds a fourth, called— 

4, The Eprssrne edition, which comprehends those MSS. from which the Peshito or old Syriac 
version was made, though no MS. of this edition now remains. The Philoxenian Syriac version 
was corrected from MSS. found in the library at Alexandria. Any reading supported by the 
authority of these different editions possesses the highest degree of probability, and may be, in 
general, fairly taken for the word written by the inspired penman. This is a general rule, to 
which there will be found very few exceptions. 

The propriety of this classification is questioned in a very able pamphlet just published, by Dr. 
Richard Laurence, intituled, Remarks on the Systematical Classification of MSS. adopted by 
Griesbach, in his edition of the Greek Testament. 8vo. Oxford, 1814. ‘To this pamphlet I must refer 
the critical reader. 

I shall now proceed to give an account of the most ancient manuscripts and versions which have 
been collated for the four gospels and Acts of the Apostles. 


§ IIL. Account of Manuscripts in uncial characters, referred to by the letters ABCD, &c., in this Work. 


A. The Codex Alexandrinus, now in the British Museum, sent, in 1628, from Cyril Lucaris, 
patriarch of Constantinople, by Sir Thomas Roe, as a present to Charles I. It is one of the most 
reputable MSS. known to exist ; and is stated to have been written so early as the fourth century ; 
though others assign it a much later date, and bring it so low as the seventh. Besides the New 
Testament, it contains the Septuagint version of the Old, formerly edited by Dr. Grabe. A fac- 
simile of the New Testament part has been published by Dr. Woide: London, 1784, fol. And 
lately a fac-simile of the Psalms, by the Rev. H. H. Baber, of the British Museum, fol. 1812, who 
has since published the Pentateuch, and is now preparing the whole for the press. 

It is worthy of remark that this MS. follows in the gospels the Byzantine edition : in the epistles 
of St. Paul, the Alexandrine: and in the Acts, and catholic epistles, the Western edition. With 
this MS. the Syriac, Coptic, and Asthiopic versions have a remarkable coincidence. 

B. The Codex Vaticanus, No. 1209, containing the Greek version of the Septuagint, which was 
published at Rome by Cardinal Caraffa, fol. 1587. The second volume of this MS. contains the 
New Testament. It is a most ancient and valuable MS., and is supposed to be older than the 
Codex Alexandrinus ; and to have been written some time in the fourth century, and before the time 
of St. Jerome: others refer it to the fifth or sixth century. There is a remarkable agreement 
between this MS. and the Codices D. and L. and it is supposed, as a whole, to be the most correct 
MS. we have. Michaelis prefers it greatly to the Codex Alexandrinus. ; 

C. The Codex Ephraim. A MS. in the Royal Library in Paris, numbered formerly 1905, at 
present 9. The first part of it contains some of the smallest Greek works of St. Ephraim Syrus, 
under which was originally written the whole of the Greek Bible. In the New Testament part, it is 
mutilated in a great variety of places, which may be seen in Michaelis’ Lectures, vol. u., p. 258. The 
Greek version of the Bible which occupied the first part of this MS. has been, as far as was possible, 
wiped out with a sponge, to make way for Ephraim’s works: a frequent custom where parchment 
was scarce and dear. It is supposed by Wetstein to have been written early in the sixth century. 
It is an invaluable MS., but is, through its great age and bad preservation, almost illegible. See P. 

D. The Codex Beza, or Codex Cantabrigiensis. It contains the Greek text of the four gospels 
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and Acts of the Apostles, with the old Itala, or Antehieronymian Latin version. Wetstein thinks 
that it is the very copy from which Thomas Charkel, or Heraclius, under the auspices of Philoxenius, 
formed the later Syriac version, commonly called the Philoxenian; but this is a groundless 
supposition. This MS. is supposed by Wetstein to be of the fifth century: others think it two 
centuries earlier. A splendid and correct fac-simile of the MS. has been printed at Cambridge, bv 
Dr. Kipling, 1793, 2 vols. royal fol. ; 

The readings in this MS. frequently agree with the Latin versions before the time of St. Jerome 
and with the Vulgate. Some have argued that it has been altered from those Latin versions : bu 
Semler, Michaelis, Griesbach, and Dr. Herbert Marsh, have amply refuted all those arguments. It 
is one of the oldest MSS. extant ; many of the readings by which it is distinguished are found in 
the Syriac, Coptic, Sahidic, and margin of the Philoxenian Syriac version. In the main, this is 
the most important MS. we have of the gospels and Acts; and though it has been written at 
different times, by different hands, yet the original parts may be safely supposed to exhibit the 
genuine readings of the evangelic and apostolic text, in a larger proportion than in any other MS. 
extant. I have myself examined this MS. in the public library, at Cambridge ; and am convinced, 
not only of its very high antiquity, but of its great excellency. Everywhere in my notes, I have 
endeavoured to pay particular attention to the readings of this MS. Whiston, in his primitive 
New Testament, Stamford and London, 8vo. 1745, has translated the four gospels and Acts literally 
from the Codex Beze. 

(D.) In St. Paul’s epistles, signifies the famous Codex Claromontanus ; it was written in the 
sixth or seventh century, and has the Itala version, as well as the Greek text. 

E. Codex Basiliensis, Num. B. VI. A MS. of the ninth century. It contains the four gospels 

(E.) In the Acts of the Apostles, signifies the famous Laud MS. No. 3, preserved in the Bodleian 
Library. It has both the Greek and Latin text ; the Latin evidently altered to make it correspond 
to the Greek. This MS. was printed by Hearne, 8vo. Oxon, 1715. Wetstein supposed it to have 
been written in Sardinia, about the seventh century. The MS. is written in two columns; the 
Latin text first ; each line is composed of one word, very rarely of two; and the Latin and Greek 
words are always opposite to each other, which shows that it was written for the use of a person 
little skilled in either language. 

F. Codex Boreeli. This MS., which contains the four gospels, formerly belonged to Sir John 
Boreel, Dutch ambassador at the court of King James I. Where it now is cannot be ascertained. 

(F.) Is one of the Coislinian MSS. No. 1. It contains the Septuagint version of the Octateuch ; 
and verses 24 and 25, of Acts, chap. ix. It was written in the eighth century. 

F. In the epistles of St. Paul, denotes the Codex Augiensis, written about the ninth century, 
and now in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge. ; 

G. Codex Wolfius A. This is now one of the Harleian MSS. in the British Museum; and is 
marked 5684, It contains the four evangelists, and was probably written before the tenth century, 
It is a correct and valuable MS. 

G. Codex Boernerianus, in the Electoral Library at Dresden.—It has the Itala version interlined 
with the Greek text. 

(G.) In the Acts, &c., signifies a MS. in the library of the Augustin friarsat Rome. It has been 
only partially collated by Blanchini and Birch. 

H. Codex Wolfius B. This MS. is very similar to the preceding ; and was probably written in 
the same century. It also contains the four evangelists. 

H. Codex Coislinianus, No. ccrt. consists only of fifteen leaves containing some fragments of St. 
Paul’s epistles. It was written in the fifth or sixth century. 

I. Codex Cottonianus. 'This MS. contains only four leaves, in which a few fragments of Matthew _ 
and John are found. It is written on Egyptian paper of a purple colour; and is among the Cotton 
MSS. in the British Museum, and is marked Titus C. 15. 

K. Codex Cyprius, so called because brought from the island of Cyprus. It is at present in the 
Royal Library at Paris. It contains the four evangelists ; agrees in its various readings with A. B 
CD. Montfaucon supposed it to be of the eighth century ; Father Simon, of the ninth. 

L. Codex Regius, 62. This very valuable MS. was one of those used by R. Stephens, for his 
edition of the Greek Testament, fol. 1550, in which it is marked 7. It is in the Royal Library at 
Paris, No. 62, and was probably written in the eighth or ninth century. The various readings 
of this MS. are of great importance ; and it is judged by Michaelis to be one of the most valuab' 
MSS. we possess. 

M. Codex Regius. This MS. contains the four gospels; belongs to the Royal Library, Paris 
numbered 48 ; and was written in the tenth century. 

N. Codex Vindobonensis, 2. One of the Vienna MSS. _ It contains only fragments of the book 
of Genesis, and of Luke, chap. xxiv. y. 13-21, 39-49, and was written in the seventh century. 

O. A small fragment of some other MS. and contains the parable of the Pharisee and publican. 

P. Codex i A. One of the duke of Wolfenbuttle’s MSS. It is what is called 
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a codex rescriptus, i. e., a book the original writing of which has been spunged out, to make way 
for some other works; which in this case happen to be the works of Isidorus IMispalensis. It con- 
tains fragments of the four evangelists, and was written about the sixth century. See under C. 

Q. Codex Guelpherbytanus, B. Another of the Wolfenbuttle MSS., containing fragments of 
Luke and J ohn, written in the sixth century. It is a codex rescriptus, like the former ; the original 
writing being spunged out, to make way for the works of Isidorus Hispalensis, as in Codex P. 

R. Tubinginse Fragmentum. This MS., which is preserved at Tubing, contains only a fragment 
of the first chapter of John. 

S. Codex Vaticanus, No. 354. One of the Vatican MSS. written in the year 949. 

T. Fragmentum Borgianum. It consists of about twelve leaves ; begins with John vi. 28, and 
ends with vil. 23. It is divided into two columns: the first contains the Greek text, the second the 
Coptic or Sahidic ; and is supposed, by Georgi, who has published a large quarto volume on it, to 
cae been written in the fourth century. This fragment is a valuable specimen of the Alexandrian 
edition. 

U. Codex Equitis Nanii Venetiis. This is one of the MSS. collated by Birch for his edition of 
the Greek Testament. It was written in the tenth or eleventh century. 

X. A MS. in the public library of Ingolstad ; this is in uncial characters, and has a commentary 
in small letters. It appears to have been written in the eleventh century. 

These are all the Greek MSS. in square or uncial characters which are referred to in Wetstein 
and Griesbach ; and which are quoted in these notes on the four gospels and Acts. Where any of 
these letters appear with an asterisk, as C*, it signifies that the reading there quoted exists not in 
the teat, but in the margin of that manuscript. The MSS. marked A. B. C. D. E. F. G. K. and 
L. are probably, upon the whole, the best, and their readings the most authentic, of all the 
uncial MSS. 

There are many other MSS. written in small letters, and quoted by Griesbach and others, by 
Arapic numerals, viz., 1, 2, 3, &c., which, though not equally ancient with several of those in uncial 
characters, are of great value and importance, and exhibit readings of equal worth with those in 
the preceding MSS. These, however, I have rarely mentioned by name in my notes, and only 
refer to them in this way: e. g. Acts xvii. 26: “ ABDE. and more than forty others.” Ib. xx. 24: 
“ ABD. some others,” &c., &c. I thought it was unnecessary to be more particular; as those 
who could profit most by such information would naturally have Griesbach at hand ; and by referring 
to him, would be able to obtain much more satisfaction on the point than the plan on which my 
notes were constructed could possibly afford. It is necessary just to state, that both Wetstein and 
Griesbach, by quoting different MSS. by the same letter, in the four parts into which they have 
divided the New Testament—viz., the four gospels, the Acts and catholic epistles, the epistles of 
St. Paul, and the Apocalypse, have produced strange and needless confusion : in each of those parts 
we find a distinct notation of MSS. On this subject Michaelis has justly observed, that “ Wetstein 
has made it very difficult to remember his notation of MSS. by not retaining the same marks 
throughout the whole work; for his letters and figures have a different meaning in the epistles of 
St. Paul from that which they have in the four evangelists; a still different meaning in the catholic 
epistles, and Acts of the Apostles ; and, lastly, they are taken in a fourth sense in the book of the 
Revelation.”—Lectures, vol. ii, p. 185,6. This perplexity may appear evident, even in the 
uncial MSS., and much more in the others, e. g., D., which means the Codex Beze in the gospels 
and Acts, means the Clermont MS. in the epistles of St. Paul; and B. the Codex Vaticanus, 1209, 
in the gospels, Acts, and epistles, is the Codex Monachorum, Sti. Basilii, No. 105, in the Apocalypse ; 
and so of others. 

Farther information on this subject belongs more properly to the editor of a Greek Testament 
than to the province of a commentator. Those who wish to examine this branch of Biblical 
criticism at large, must consult Mill, Wetstein, Griesbach, Michaelis, and Dr. Herbert Marsh, 


pishop of Peterborough 


oO 
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A short account of the different verstons of the New Testament cited in this work—viz. The 
Ethiopic, Arabic, Armenian, Bohemian, Coptic, Gothic, Itala, Persian, Sahidic, Saxon or Anglo- 
Saxon, Slavonic or Russian, Syriac, and Vulgate ; not in the order of the different ages in which 
these versions were made, but in the order of the alphabet. 


THE ETHIOPIC. 


It is generally supposed that the Christian religion was planted in Ethiopia or Abyssinia, so early 
as the times of the apostles ; but when the Scriptures were translated into the Ethiopic language is 
not certainly known. We have the whole of the New Testament in that language ; and it is 
supposed that this version was made by Frumentius, a Christian bishop in the fourth century. It 
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is, in very many respects, an important version; and seems to have been made immediately from 
the Greek text. Its various readings agree with the (A.) the Codex Alexandrinus, and with Origen. 
Several MSS. of this language in the Amharic and Tigra dialects, as well as the Ethiopic itself, 
existing in the royal library of Paris, the library of the British and Foreign Bible Society of 
London, with some account of those in the Vatican at Rome, may be seen in the catalogue published 
by T. Pell Platt, B. A., 4to., London, 1823. 


THE ARABIC. 


There are different Arabic versions of the New Testament, and they were, probably, as Dr. Marsh 
conjectures, derived from these four sources :—1. Some from the Syriac; 2. some from the Coptic , 
3. some from the Greek; 4. and some from the Vulgate. When this version was made cannot be 
determined ; but it is generally allowed that there was no Arabic version of the New Testament 
before the time of Mohammed, i. e. A. D. 620; and that the oldest versions we have of that 
language were made between the seventh and tenth centuries. But, if this were really so, how can 


we well account for the knowledge which Mohammed had of the gospels, which he terms ys 
Anjeel, from Evangelium, in different parts of the Koran; see particularly surat ui. v. 3, which 


Anjeel he there mentions as having come down from God, as well as the dpe toorat Nn the law, 
and his own Koran; and in this same surat, and many others, he makes several quotations from the 
gospels : and, though he models them, to cause them to suit his own purpose, yet his quotations 
afford a presumptive evidence that the gospels did exist in Arabic before his time; unless we could 
suppose he read them in Greek, Syriac, or Latin; and none, even of his own partial followers, have 
pretended that he understood those languages. As to the story of his having an apostate Christian 
monk, called Sergius, with him, who might have supplied him with such quotations, it remains yet 
to be proved. To me, it seems probable, that a version of the gospels, at least, did exist before the 
time of Mohammed; as Christianity did undoubtedly make its way into Arabia, even in the days of 
the apostles, as may be gathered from the Acts of the Apostles, chap. ii., and from various other 
testimonies. Whosoever reads the Koran carefully over, in reference to this point, will probably 
find reason to draw the same conclusion. 

There are three principal editions of the Arabic, to which reference is made by Griesbach, and in 
these notes: 1. That printed at Rome, fol. 1591, which was probably made from the Greek. 2. The 
version printed in the Paris and London Polyglotts ; but in the latter with additions and corrections. 
This also was made from the Greek, and not from the Syriac or Coptic, as some have supposed. 
3. The edition printed by Erpen, Lugd. Bat. 1616, 4to., taken from two MSS., one of the gospels, 
written about A. D. 1271, and another of the Acts, Epistles, and Revelation, dated A. D. 1342. 
See Dr. Marsh’s notes to Michaelis, vol. ili. p. 608. This version is supposed to have been formed 
immediately from the Greek ; but interpolated in many places from the Syriac. This of Erpen is 
the most valuable and genuine edition of the Arabic Testament. These three editions are. quoted 
in Griesbach, and in the following notes. The first Ar. Rom. the Arabic gospels, printed at Rome 
in 1591. 2. Ar. Pol. the Arabic, printed in the London Polyglott, 1657. 3. Erp. the Arabic 
New Testament, printed by Erpen in 1616. When all these editions agree in the same reading, 
Griesbach signifies it by Arr. and I mean the same, in these notes, when I[ say all the Arabic. 


THE ARMENIAN. 


This version was probably made in the fifth century, or about the year 410, according to the 
Armenians themselves. The author is universally allowed to have been Miesrob, the same who 
invented the Armenian alphabet. It appears to have been first made from the Syriac; but, having 
been twice translated from that language, it was last of all translated from the Greek. This is 
allowed by learned men to be a very valuable version; and contains various readings of great 
importance: but it has not, as yet, been accurately collated. 


THE BOHEMIAN. 


The sacred writings were translated into the Bohemian language by eight Bohemian doctors, 
who had been sent to Wittemberg and Basil to study the original languages for this purpose. This 
translation was printed in Moravia, in the year 1539. I know nothing of the merit of this version : 


gens has given a few readings from it, which he received from Professor Dobrowsky, of 
oscow. 


THE COPTIC. 


The Coptic was the common language of Egypt before the invasion of the Saracens; it 1s a 


mixture of the Old Egyptian and the Greek. Into this language the Scriptures appear to have 
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been translated at a very early period ; probably between the third and fifth centuries, The readings 
of this version are allowed to have a striking affinity to those of the Latin version; and sometimes 
to those of the Codex Beze@ ; and, according to Wetstein, with Origen, Eusebius, Cyril, and the 
Alexandrian MS, See Sanrprc. And let it be noted that the Coptic and Sahidic are two different 
versions, 


THE GOTHIC. 


The people to whom the version called Gothic belonged had their ancient habitation to the east of 
the Borysthenes ; but, wandering westward, they settled in Wallachia. Ulphilas, a Cappadocian 
by birth, who lived under the Emperors Valens and Valentinian, made this translation immediately 
from the Greek (though occasionally in reference to the Latin versions) about the middle of the 
fourth century. Of this version only a mutilated copy of the four gospels, and a few chapters of 
St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, remain. This MS., which was all written in silver letters, and 
hence called Codex Argenteus, was first discovered in the abbey of Werden in Westphalia; it got 
afterwards to Sweden, then to the Netherlands, and is now in the university of Upsal. <A fine 
edition of the Gothic gospels was published by Marshall, together with the Anglo-Saxon, at Dort, 
1665, 4to., with a glossary, by Junius; but a better edition was published by Dr. E. Lye, Oxon. 
1750, 4to. The fragments of the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth chapters to 
the Romans, edited by Knttel, from the Wolfenbuttle MS., may be found at the end of vol. ii. of 
Dr. Lye’s Saxon, Gothic, and Latin dictionary. : 


THE ITALA, or AnTEHIERONYMIAN. 


Previously to the time of St. Jerome, a great variety of Latin versions, of parts or the whole ot 
both the Old and New Testaments, had been made by different persons for their own use ; and these 
appear to have been as various as the skill and talents of the translators. As none of these had 
been received into public use in the Church, so it is not likely that they had any particular name : 
but modern times have given the title of Italac, Itala, or Antehieronymian, to all such Latin versions. 
Though the word tala be of the most dubious authority, yet all allow that, by ¢, a very ancient 
Latin translation is intended; but how such a translation became thus denominated no person can 
tell; if, indeed, it have had any such title in ancient times. This title is supposed to be mentioned 
by St. Augustin, where, speaking of the great variety of Latin versions in early use, he says: In 
ipsis autem interpretationibus Itala, ceteris preferatur ; nam est verborum tenacior cum perspicuitate 
sententie. “Among the versions, the Itala is to be preferred, as being more literal, and more 
perspicuous.” De Doctr. Christ, lib. ii.cap.11. Dr. Lardner supposes that Itala, here, is a mistake 
for et illa, and reads the passage thus: “And, among the translations, let that be preferred which 
is most literal and most perspicuous.” Dr. Bentley, and some others, were nearly of the same mind. 
Potier thinks that Jtala is an early mistake for usitata, which mistake may be accounted for thus: 
in ancient times, when MSS. were written in wncial characters, without distinction of words or 
sentences, a copyist having written— 
JNIPSISAUTEMINTERPRETATIONIBUSUSITATACAETERISPRAEFERATURNAMESTVERBORUMTENACIORCUMPE 
RSPICUITATESENTENTIAE ; took the first syllable of usitata, on returning to his MS., for the last 
syllable of the word interpretationibus, which he had just written, and of course read the word ttata, 
which he concluded to be an error for itala; and hence came the present spurious reading. See 
Dr. Marsh’s notes to Michaelis. This is the most likely of all the conjectural emendations of St. 
Augustin’s text yet made. This ancient Latin version, by whatever name it is called, is supposed 
to be the same which is annexed to the Greek text in the Codex Boernerianus, Claromontanus, and 
Cantabrigiensis. But, besides these, there are more than twenty others which Griesbach has noted 
in his Greek Testament, which contain the same version, or rather a version or versions made before 
the time of St. Jerome. See the catalogue of them in Griesbach’s Testament, vol. i. Prolegom. 
p. xevii. All these I have quoted under the general name Itala, or Antehieronymian, without 
specifying the different MSS. in which the reading is contained: e. g. Sia copies of the Itala— 
several copies of the Itala—all the Itala, &c. The principal fragments of this version which still 
remain have been carefully collected by Sabatier, in his Bibliorum Sacrorum Latine Versiones 
Antiqua, fol. Rom. 1748, three vols. ; and by Blanchini, in his Evangeliorum Quadruplex Latine 
Versionis Antiqua, seu Italice, fol. Rom. 1749, four vols. ‘The various readings of these versions, 
both in the MSS. edited by these learned men, and in the writings of the Latin fathers, are of great 
utility in ascertaining the readings of the ancient Greek text, from which they were made ; for many 
excellent readings abound in these versions, which agree not only with the most ancient Greek MSS. 
but also with the best versions, particularly the Syriac andthe Coptic. It was out of these versions 
that St. Jerome formed the Vulgate. See Vuueare. 7 
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THE PERSIAN. 


‘We have no very ancient version of the New Testament in Persian.. Hitherto we have had only 
the four gospels in this language, which are printed with the Latin translation of Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, in the fifth vol. of the London Polyglot. This translation was finished about the year 
1341, by Simon ibn Yuseph ibn Abraheem al Tabreezy ; who is said to have taken it immediately 
from the Syriac. This version was made, most evidently, by a Christian of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion, who acted under the most predominating influence of his own peculiar creed; for it is 
not only interpolated with readings from the Vulgate, but with readings from rituals and legends 
The Persian gospels do not appear to have been carefully collated by Mill, Wetstein, or Griesbach ; 
scarcely any of the many peculiarities of this version having been noticed. To satisfy myself of its 
nature and origin, I have read the whole of it over twice; and shall extract from the remarks I then 
made, such proofs as appeared to me to warrant its Catholic origin; and how little the translator 
regarded the text on which he formed his version; é. g. 

Mitigation of the punishment promised to Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment. | J 

Now I say unto you, O cities, that in the day of judgment, to Tyre and Sidon dab uwls 
there shall be revosn, which shall not be to you. Matt. xi. 22. 

The supremacy of Peter most formally asserted, and the text corrupted to support it: And I say 


unto thee, S9% 835 Ctajles 53 yp tr Lum dS aly 4 Shin 2 Ur Ut? ¥siw Thouart the 
ROCK OF MY RELIGION, (that is, a stone,) and the FouNDATION or my Cuurcy shall be a building 
upon thee. Matt. xvi. 18. 

To weaken the reproof given by our Lord to Peter, which the translator probably thought too 
degrading, the offensive epithet Satan is omitted. Matt. xvi. 23. 


Jesus turned back, and said unto Peter, Get behind me, ester!  O thou unbeliever ! 
Popish saying about hell, Mark ix. 46, for, where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, 


Al Tabreezy translates lens mee Lx} 53 ‘. Kiev, af Because, from thence liberation is 


impossible. ‘ 

And in verse 48, he translates the same passage, ets uals So) > x) From whence thou 
shalt never find redemption. 

In Luke ii. 7, the blessed virgin is called Sl, (2s? Mareem pak, Saint Mary. 

The title to the paragraph, Luke v. 18, &c., is “ The raising of that paralytic person, who had 
lain thirty-two years, Gxgozd9hS) (ol eS whose name was Alekudemus.”’ 

Luke vii. 12. Prayer for the dead. And when he approached the gate, he saw a dead man, 


whom they were carrying out, S59 jley with praverR and lamentation. 

Doctrine of the merit of good works and repentance, for the purchase of the remission of sins. 
And I say unto thee, that as a RecompEnsn ({j4,© awaz) for what she has done, her sins, which are 
many, are forgwen; for that very cause, that she was worthy of much, or has much merit. 


vi _ Nol jas hs But litile shall be forgiven to him who has little merit. Luke vii. 47. The samo 
doctrine is taught chap. xvi. 9. 

The doctrine of supererogation is glanced at, Luke xix. 9. Jesus said to the multitude, and to his 
disciples, To-day indeed there is a great salvation to this house, because this man is of the sons of 
Abraham. That is, he is saved through Abraham’s merit, and his own almsgiving: so I under- 
stand the intention of the original. 

There is a remarkable addition, Matt. xxvi. 75, which is found in no other version, nor in any 
MS., and is not noticed by Griesbach. And he (Peter) went out from thence, and wept bitterly, 
sis 9) x 4 and his sin was forgiven him. 

Matthew xxvii. 52, is thus rendered: And the graves were opened, and the rocks rent, 
Mags ES dug 2S and the bodies of many saints, WHO HAD SUFFERED MARTYRDOM, rose from 
their graves. All these examples (and their number might be easily increased) show the family 
whence this version sprang ; and how little regard, in all these cases, was paid to the Syriac, from 
which it is said to have been taken; or indeed to any other version: for these, and such like 
renderings, are evidently made to serve a party, and support acreed. From all this it appears that 
much dependence cannot be safely placed on this version ; and that its various readings, except 
when they agree with more authentic versions, are worthy of little credit. 

There is a second Persian version of the four gospels, which Mr. Abraham Wheeloc, professor 
of Arabic in the university of Cambridge, translated into Latin, and prepared for the press, and 
actually began to print in 1652; but dying shortly after, it was patronized by Thomas Adams, 
lord mayor of London, and finished under the care of Mr. Pierson, at the press of J. Flesher, 1657, 
fol. Tt seems that Mr. Wheeloc had designed to affix critical notes to each chapter ; and this we 
find done to the end of the seventeenth chapter of Matthew, about which time it is likely he died ; 
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for Mr. Pierson, the continuator of his work, says, [yrrro operis, prematurad morte ereptus: death 
snatched him away at the commencement of his work. And as the regular comment of Mr. 
Wheeloc appears to have been prepared no farther than to the seventeenth chapter of Matthew, the 
notes which the continuator found after the close of that chapter, and which most probably Wheeloc 
designed to be the foundation of more diffuse observations, are all printed at the conclusion of the 
work. 

It appears that neither Wheeloc nor Walton knew of more than three MSS. of the Persian 
gospels ; one of Oxford, one of Cambridge, and one belonging to Dr. Pocock. It has been supposed, 
I think without sufficient evidence, that Wheeloc compiled his Persian text from these three MSS. 
After carefully collating both this and Walton’s edition, in many places, I think I may safely state, that 
Wheeloe printed his edition from the Oxford MS., as Walton printed his from that of Pocock. Ina 
few cases, he introduces in brackets, or with an asterisk, a various reading from the Cambridge 
MS., rarely from that of Pocock: but in his comment or critical notes, he refers often to both these 
MSS., giving the most remarkable readings where they differ from the Oxford MS., which he has 
most evidently followed as his text. That the MS. of Pocock, from which Mr. Wheeloc gives the 
principal various readings, was the same which Walton printed in the fifth volume of the Polyglott, 
is demonstrable from a collation of those various readings extracted by Wheeloc from the Pocock 
MS., which are found to be precisely the same with those in the text and rubrics of that printed in 
the Polyglott. And that Wheeloc took the Oxford MS. for his text is evident from this, that his 
various readings are extracted only from the Cambridge and Pocock MSS., collated with that 
of Oxford. The text therefore of Wheeloc is not a corrupted text, or one made up from different 
MSS. It is much more simple and much purer than that in the Polyglott, and appears to have been 
made by one not warped by any religious system, as Al Tabreezy certainly was; and by one who 
better understood the genius and composition of the Persian language. As far as I have had the 
opportunity of examining this version, it appears to me to be taken verbatim from the Latin 
Vulgate ; and not from the Greek, as some, or the Syriac, as others, have supposed. 

Jeronymo Xavier, missionary to the Indians, was commanded, by the Emperor Akbar, to translate 
the four gospels into Persian, that he might examine their importance as a system of religion. 
Xavier drew up what he called a Life or History of our Lord in Portuguese, which was translated 
into Persian by a Mohammedan, a native of Lahoor, called Moulanee Abdoos Stiar, or Senurin Kaslon. 
This work was under the title of The History of Christ, compiled out of the gospels, and from Popish 
legends, and was presented to the emperor in 1602, who is said to have smiled at it; and well he 
might, as the genuine history was disgraced with fables. ‘The MS. formed for the emperor’s use is 
now before me; but such a version can be of no importance in Biblical criticism, The work of 
Xavier was published with a translation and notes by L. De Dieu. 


THE SAHIDIC. 


Uprrr Egypt, or the part that lies between Cahira and Assuan, had a particular dialect, which 
in many respects differed from that spoken in Lower Egypt. As this Upper Egypt was called in 
Arabic Qe saeed, the dialect has been called Sahidic. Sce Michaelis. At a very early period, 
a translation of the New Testament was made into this dialect ; but the remains of this venerable 
version have long been confined to perishing MSS., till Minter published some fragments of the 
Epistles of Paul to Timothy, 4to., Hafniz, 1789. And Georgius, in the same year, printed at Rome 
a fragment of the gospel of John in the same dialect ; which the reader will find described under 
Codex T. in the account of the MSS. in uncial characters. 

Dr. Woide, late of the British Museum, had prepared an edition of several fragments, containing 
about one-third of the New Testament, which he did not live to finish: but the task has been ably 
executed by Dr. Ford, of Oxford, who has printed it at the Clarendon press, 1799, fol. as an Appendix 
to the Codex Alexandrinus, by Dr. Woide. This work, which is done with elegance and correctness, 
has three copperplates, on which there are nineteen fac-similes of the MSS. from which Dr. Ford 
has printed these fragments. In carefully considering this venerable version, there appear to be 
arguments to prove its very high antiquity, which Dr. Woide refers even to the beginning of the 
second century! ‘The parts already published exhibit some invaluable readings; and these prove 
that it has a striking affinity to the Codex Beze. It is doubtless one of the oldest versions in 
existence ; and it is to be hoped that every fragment of it will be collected and published, till, if 
possible, we get the whole of the New Testament in this most ancient and valuable version. The 
Coptic and Sahidic are independent versions, both made from the Greek, and probably at different 
times ; and both contain different readings. The Rev. T. Tattum, M. A., rector of St. Cuthbert’s, 
Bedford, and author of a Grammar of the Egyptian language lately published, has been for a 
considerable time deeply engaged in collating various MSS. of the Coptic and Sahidie dialects, im 
reference to a complete edition of the Holy Scriptures, in the ancient Coptic language ; and his 
Egyptian Grammar proves him to be well qualified for the undertaking. For his suecess every 
Biblical critic should devoutly pray. See Coprre. <A 
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THE SAXON, OR ANGLO-SAXON. 


It is said that Alfred the Great translated the greater part of the New Testament into the Anglo 
Saxon. The four gospels in this language were published under the direction of Abp. Parker, with 
a dedication to Queen Elizabeth, by Mr. John Fox, the Martyrologist, 4to., Lond., 1571.. William 
Lisle published fragments of the Old and New ‘Testament, London, 4to., 1638. Wit be Marshall 
published the gospels with the Meso-Gothic version, Dodrecht, 4to., 1665, which was reprinted at 
‘Amsterdam in 1684, See Gorurc. The Saxon version appears to have been made from MSS. of 
the old Itala version, (see Irana,) some time in the seventh or eighth century. See the account 
in the General Preface to the Book of Genesis. From this version I have made many extracts in 
these notes ; as may be seen in different parts of the four gospels. The use I have made of Thwaites 
Octateuch may be seen in the notes on the five books of Moses. No part of the New ‘Testament, 
besides the four gospels, has been published in this language. 


THE SLAVONIAN, OR RUSSIAN. 


This version, the importance of which, in the criticism of the New Testament, has been but lately 
known, was made in the ninth century, by two brothers, Methodius and Cyril, natives of Thessalonica, 
and apostles of the Slavonians, It was taken immediately from the Greek, of which it is a literal 
version, and first printed in 1581. In the catholic epistles, and in the Apocalypse, it agrees generally 
with the Codex Alexandrinus. It is remarkable that, of the readings which Griesbach has adopted 
in his edition of the Greek Testament, the Slavonian version has at least three-fourths. Where the 
united evidence of ancient MSS. is against a common reading, the Slavonian agrees with these MSS. 
There is ample proof that it has not been altered from either the Vulgate, or any other version. 
The learned Dobrowsky has given an excellent description of this version, an extract from which 
may be seen in Dr. Marsh’s notes to Michaelis, vol. ili. p. 634. As it appears that this version 
has been taken from ancient and valuable Greek MSS., it deserves to be better known, and more 
carefully collated. 


THE SYRIAC. 


There are two principal versions which go under this name. 1. The Peshito, which sigmfies 
literal or correct, and is the most ancient, and the most important. 2. That which is called Philoxenian, 
from Philoxenus, bishop of Mterapolis, or Mabug ; who employed Polycarp, his rura] bishop, to 
make this version, which he finished A. D. 508. 

The Peshito was first known in Europe by Moses of Mardin ; who was sent by Ignatius, Patriarch 
of the Maronite Christians, in the year 1552, to Pope Julius III. to acknowledge, in the name of the 
Syrian Church, the supremacy of the Roman pontiff; and to have the New Testament printed in 
Europe. The emperor Ferdinand I. bore the expense of the impression ; and Albert Widmanstad, in 
conjunction with Moses and Postell, edited the work; which was printed at Vienna, 1555, 4to. 
This edition, from which all succeeding editions have been taken, contains the four gospels, the Acts, 
all St. Paul’s episiles, the first Epistle of John, the first of Peter, and the Epistle of James. The 
second and third of John are wanting ; the second of Peter, the Epistle of Jude, and the Revelation. 
None of these is acknowledged by any copy of the ancient Syriac version. This version was made 
probably between the second and third centuries. 

The Philoxenian we have seen was made in the beginning of the sixth century by Polycarp, the 
rural bishop of Philoxenus, or Xenyas, bishop of Mabug; and we find that Thomas of Charkel, or 
Heraclea, about the year 616, corrected this version, and compared it with some principal MSS. in 
the Alexandrian Library , hence it has been called the Heraclean, as well as the Philoxenian version. 
This version has been printed from Dr. Ridley’s MSS., by Dr. White, of Oxford, 4to., 1778, &c. 
The Philoxenian version contains all the canonical books of the New Testament, even those 
omitted by the Peshito version; from which it differs, not only in the language, but in many other 
respects. Those who wish for farther information on this point, must consult Michaelis’ Lectures, 
vol. ul. p. 1, &c., and the notes of his learned annotator, Dr. Herbert Marsh, bp. of Peterborough, 


THE VULGATE, 


We have already seen, under the article Ivana, that in the earliest ages of Christianity the New 
Testament had been often translated into Latin. These translations were very numerous; and 
having been made by a variety of hands, some learned, and others not so, they not only disagreed 
among themselves, but appeared, in certain cases, to contradict each other. his induced Pope 
Damasus to employ SP la one of the most learned of the primitive Latin fathers, to correct 
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the ancient Itala. Though, in the old Testament, he is supposed simply to have collated the Itala 
with the Hebrew, yet, in the New, he asserts, Novwn Testamentum Grece Jide reddidi. “Ihave 
translated the New Testament according to the original Greek.” However, it appears that, in many 
cases, he altered the Jtala for the worse, as the remaining fragments of that version sufficiently 
testify. This important work, which, in process of time, supplanted the Itala, was finished A. D. 
384, and was called Versio Vulgata, the Vutears, or Common version, because received into general 
use. No version of the sacred writings was more generally received than this; and copies of it 
were multiplied beyond calculation. And perhaps scarcely any book has been more corrupted, by 
frequent and careless transcription, than the Vulgate, from the year 384 till the invention of printing, 
about the middle of the fifteenth century. The first edition of this version was printed by 
Gutienburg and Fust, at Mayence, in large fol. sine titulo, et sine ulld nota, somewhere between 1450 
and 1457. By the order of Pope Sixtus Quintus, a complete edition of the Vulgate was printed at 
Rome in 1588, but not published till 1593. This, though stamped with the infallible authority of the 
pope, apostolicd nobis a Domino, tradita auctoritate ; to be the authentic Vulgate, which he styles 
perpetuo valituram constitutionem, a decree that shall for ever remain in force ; yet, on examination, 
it was found to be so eacessively erroneous and self-contradictory, that another edition was undertaken 
by the authority of Pope Clement VIII., widely differing from that of Sixtus. This is the edition 
from which all those were formed which are now in common use. 

[have already stated that copies of this version have been often corruptly transcribed ; and hence 
the amazing disagreement between different MSS. The version being so much in request, and so 
many persons being copiers by trade, in order to save time and vellum, they wrote the words in 
contractions, wherever it was possible ; and, by this means, the original reading, in various instances, 
was lost. All these causes conspired, with the 2gnorance of the original tongues, which almost 
universally prevailed in the middle ages, in the Latin Church, to bring this venerable version into a 
state of great imperfection ; from which it has not, as yet, wholly emerged. 

I have several MSS. of this work, written from the twelfth to the fifteenth century, which are 
exceedingly discordant among themselves. Pope Clement VIII. has certainly done much to restore 
it to primitive purity ; but much still remains to be done. The text should be settled by a farther 
collation of the most ancient MSS. When this is done, the Latin Church may be vindicated in that 
boasting in the Vulgate, which, at present, is but incautiously applied to this version. 

I have often quoted this Version, which I consider to be equal to a MS. of the fourth century. 
I must, however, add, that with all its imperfections, there is nothing essential to the faith or practice 
of a genuine Christian that may not be proved by it ; but it certainly can never come into competition 
with the original Greek text; nor indeed with several of the ancient versions. 

An account of the versions, as far as they concern the Old Testament, may be seen in the general 
preface to the Book of Genesis. I have sometimes quoted these versions collectively, with VV., by 
which I mean the versions in general. = 
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AN ALPHABETICAL LIST 
OF THE 


PRIMITIVE FATHERS, AND ECCLESIASTICAL WORKS 


REFERRED TO 


IN THE VARIOUS READINGS QUOTED OCCASIONALLY IN THESE NOTES 


Amprostvus, archbishop of Milan, born A. D. 340; died A. D. 397. 

Amsrosivs, deacon of Alexandria, and intimate friend of Origen, died A. D. 250. 

AmsrostasTer : this writer is supposed to be author of a Commentary on St. Paul’s Epistles ; and 
to have flourished about A. D. 354, 

Arwawnasivs, was bishop of Alexandria, A. D. 326; died in 375. 

AtTHENAGORAS, a Christian philosopher of Athens, flourished in A. D. 178. 


Basi the Great, bishop of Caesarea, born in Cappadocia, A. D. 329; died 379. 
Bast, bishop of Seleucia, flourished in 450. 
Breve, the Venerable, born at Wearmouth, in the diocess of Durham, A. D. 673. 


Ciemens Atexanprinvs, Clement of Alexandria, the preceptor of Origen, died A. D. 220. 

Cremens Romanus, Clement of Rome, supposed to have been fellow labourer with Peter and Paul, 
and bishop of Rome, A. D. 91. 

Curomarivs, bishop of Aquileia, and friend of St. Jerome, flourished about A. D. 370. 

Curnonicon Pascair, the Paschal Chronicle: this Chronicle extends from the creation to the 
twentieth year of Heraclius, A. D. 630. 

Curysosrom, bishop of Constantinople, born A. D. 344; died 407. 

Constirvtions or rug Aprosrius, certain canons for the government of the Christian Church, 
formed at different times, and certainly long posterior to the times of the apostles. 

Cyvnrian, Bishop of Carthage, in 248; was martyred, A. D. 258. 

Cyrittus Atexanprinus. This Cyril was patriarch of Alexandria A. D. 412; died 444. 

Cyrittus Hrerosotyurranvs, Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, was born A. D. 315; died 386. 


Damascenvs Joannes, John of Damascus, born about A. D. 676. 
Dionysius Atexanprinus, Dionysius, patriarch of Alexandria, flourished in 247. 
Dionysius Annopacira, Dionysius the Areopagite, falsely so called, flourished about A. D. 490. 


Erueraim Syrvus, Ephraim the Syrian, was deacon of Edessa ; and died about A. D. 379. 

Errenanivs, bishop of Salamis, born about A. D. 320. 

Evsesnius, bishop of Antioch, flourished in 331. 

Evruatius: this writer flourished about A. D. 458, and wrote a critical work on the Acts of the 
Apostles. He is supposed to have been bishop of Sulca, in Egypt. 

Evruyivus Zicasenus, a monk who flourished in the twelfth century. 


Gavpentivs bishop of Brescia, flourished in 410. 

Grecory the Great, bishop of Rome, flourished in 590. 

Grecory Tuaumarurcus, was a disciple of Origen, and bishop of Neocesarea in 240. 
Grecory Nszrtanzen, born A. D. 328; died 389. 

Grecory Nyssen, born in Cappadocia A. D. 331; died 396. 


Hieronymus. See Jerome. 
Hinary Proravensts, Hilary, bishop of Poictiers, flourished A. D. 350. 
Huyrrortytvs, a Christian bishop, flourished A. D. 230. 


Jznoun, one of the most eminent of the Latin fathers; author of the translation of the Scriptures 
called the Vulgate; born about A. D. 342, and died in 420. 
Ienxarivs, bishop of Antioch, was martyred about A. D. 107. 
Izenxvs, disciple of Polycarp ; born in Greece about A. D. 130; ae 202. 
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Istporz, of Petustum, flourished in 481. 


Justin Marryr, a Christian philosopher, martyred A. D. 167. 
Juvencus, one of the first Christian poets, flourished about A. D, 329. 


Lvucirer Catarrranvs, Lucifer, bishop of Cagliari, in Sardinia; died A, D. 370. 


Macarius, an Egyptian monk, born at Alexandria, A. D. 300. 
Maximus, a native of Constantinople: he died about A. D. 652. 
Maximus Tavrinensits, Maximus of Touars, died A. D. 662. 


Nonnvs, flourished in A. D. 410, and wrote a paraphrase of St. John’s gospel in Greek hexameters 


Opus ImperFecrum, an ancient unfinished commentary on St. Matthew’s gospel, written about 
A. D. 560. 
OrtceEn, one of the most eminent of the Greek fathers, born at Alexandria, A. D. 185, 


Pacranvus, bishop of Barcelona, died A. D. 390. ‘ 

Puxpaprus, or Pumeapius, was of the province of Aquitain, of which he was bishop: he 
flourished about A. D. 359. 

Puorttvs, patriarch of Constantinople, A. D. 857. 

Prupentivus (Clemens Aurelius) of Saragossa, in Spain, flourished about A. D. 405. 


Rurinvs, presbyter of Aquileia, an eminent translator of Greek authors into Latin: he died 
A. D. 410. 


Scuoria, or ScHoLtastr#, marginal notes in some ancient MSS., &c. 


TERTULLIAN, a most eminent Latin father, died about A. D. 216. 

Tueroruitus, bishop of Antioch, flourished about A. D. 180. 

Turopnytact, archbishop of Acris, in Bulgaria, died A. D. 1100. 

Turopnanes Ceramevs, bishop of Tauromine, in Sicily, flourished in the eleventh century. 
Tirus Bosrrensts : he was bishop of Bostria some time in the fourth century. 


Victor Anrrocuenvs, flourished about A.D. 400: he wrote on St. Mark’s gospel, and on the 
catholic epistles. 

Vicror Tununensis, bishop of Tunis, in Africa, flourished about 555. 

Vicrorrnus Arer (C. M.) was an African, and flourished in A. D. 360. 

Viernius Tarsensts, bishop of Tapsum, in Africa, flourished about A. D. 484, 


For farther information concerning these, and other writers mentioned in the work, see Cave s 
Historia Literaria, and Dr. Lardner’s Works ; and see a work entitled “'The Succession of Sacred 
Literature, from the Invention of Alphabetical Characters down to the 15th Century ;” brought 
down to A. D. 345 by myself, and continued to A. D. 1414 by my son, the Rey. J. B. B. Clarke, 
A. M., of Trinity College, Cambridge: 2 vols. 8yo. London: 1831. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


Tux above writers are only referred to for the quotations from the sacred writings found in thei 
works. The Latin fathers, before the time of Jerome, i.e., before the fourth century, quote from 
the Itala version. Those after his time generally make their quotations from the Vulgate. The 
Greek fathers quote from the different editions of the Greek text in their respective countries. 
Ephraim Syrus, and probably some others, from the ancient Syriac version. 

Of the fathers in general it may be said, they often quote from memory ; not giving the exact 
words of the sacred writers, but the sense: and often rendering a word by another equivalent to it, 
in the same language. This sort of quotation has given rise to a vast number of various readings, 
which should never encumber the margins of our critical editions of the Greek text ; though many 
of them may be of use, as fixing the sense in which the writers understood the original text. 
Those fathers who comment on the sacred writings are most valuable, such as Origen, Ambrosiaster, 
Euthalius, Chrysostom, Jerome, Theophylact, &c., because it may be always supposed they had 
the copies before them from which they quoted ; and that these copies were such as were held to be 
authentic in the Churches to which they respectively belonged. But even here we find the same 
father inconsistent with himself, in repeated quotations of the same words ; which is perhaps not so 
much to be attributed to quoting from memory, as to mistakes made by succeeding copyists of the works 
of these authors. ‘The different MSS. of the Greek and Latin fathers stand as much in need of 
collation as any other works ; and some of them need this as much as the Greek text itself. 

In quoting the Greek text, I have generally followed the second edition of Griesbach, occasionally 
consulting Mill, Wetstein, and Bengel: for the different versions, as far as they are extant in it, I 
have followed the London Polyglott, occasionally consulting both the Complutensian, Antwerp, and 
Paris editions. The Coptic, Gothic, Sahidic, Philoxenian, Syriac, and Anglo-Saxon, which are not 
in the Polyglotts, I have consulted in the editions to which they are confined. The Vulgate I have 
frequently consulted in my own MSS. of that version. The Codex Alewandrinus and the Codex 
Beze, [have often quoted from the editions of Woide and Kipling. I have taken a few readings 
from some fragments of St. Matthew’s gospel, engraved and published from a codex rescriptus in 
Trinity Ccllege, Dublin, by the very learned Dr. Barrett, vice provost and librarian of that 
university. This MS., written in uncial letters, and perhaps one of the oldest extant, I have not 
mentioned among the MSS. described p. xii. &c., because it has not been quoted by Griesbach, not 
being published when the first volume of his Testament went to the press. The work in which Dr. 
Barrett has described this, I have quoted largely in the notes on the genealogy of our Lord, at the 
end of Luke, chap. ii. 

Every Biblical student, in consulting the sacred writings of the New Testament, should have at 
hand, if possible, the second edition of Griesbach; I mean that printed at Halle, two volumes 8vo. 
1796, &c. On the late London edition of that work, equal dependence cannot be placed. A 
learned American clergyman, the Rey. Samuel F. Jarvis, rector of St. Michael’s, &c., New York, 
has published proposals for a new, and, as far as I can learn from the prospectus, &c., an improved 
edition of Griesbach’s work : and in so important and useful an undertaking, it is to be hoped he 
will meet with due encouragement.* 

Those who have not a Polyglott, to refer to the Syriac version, will find Schaaf’s edition to 
answer every purpose: it is generally very correct, and very valuable. A new edition of the 
Syriac Testament has been lately published at the expense of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, first under the direction of the Rev. Dr. Claudius Buchanan, who had made this text his 
particular study, and had brought from the east some valuable MSS. of this important and ancient 
version ; and has been finished under the superintendence of the Rey. S. Lee, Arabic professor in 
the university of Cambridge. 

While the critical inquirer is availing himself of every help within his reach, let him not forget 
humbly and fervently to implore the help and teaching of Almighty God ; without whom nothing is 
wise, nothing strong. It is only when He opens our eyes, that we behold wonders in his law. He 
who does not pray, is not humble ; and an unhumbled searcher after truth never yet found it to the 
salvation of his soul. In such a work, the following inimitable prayer cannot be used in vain. 
‘ Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning ; grant that we 
may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, by patience and 
comfort of thy holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Amen. 

Collect for the second Sunday of Advent. 
London, Nov. 30, 1831. 


*It has not yet been published, (1831,) as far as I can learn.—-A. C. 
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Chronological Arrangement of the Books of the New Testament, the Places where written, 
according to Dr. Lardner ; and the enumeration of all the Books, Chapters, and Verses. 


Number of Books, Chapters, and Verses in 
the New Testament. THE GOSPELS. 


Name and Number of Books. | Chapters. | Verses. Books. Places where written. Time when written. 
Matthew 28 1071 || Matthew Judea A. D. 64 
Mark 16 678 || Mark Rome 64 
Luke 24 1151 || Luke Greece 63 or 64 
John 21 880 || John Ephesus 68 
Acts 28 1006 || Acts Greece 63 or 64 
mM: ° 
vil hoot ae ST. PAUL’S EPISTLES. 
2 Corinthians 13 256 1 Thessalonians | Corinth 52 
Galatians 6 149 || 2 Thessalonians} Corinth 52 
Ephesians 6 155 || Galatians Corinth, or Ephesus 52 or 53 
Philippians 4 104 || 1 Corinthians Ephesus beginning of 56 
Colossians 4 95 || 1 Timothy Macedonia 56 
1 Thessalonians 5 89 || Titus Macedonia, or near it before end of 56 
2 Thessalonians 8} 47 || 2 Corinthians Macedonia October 57 
1 Timothy 6 113 || Romans Corinth February 58 
2 ‘Timothy 4 83 || Ephesians Rome April 61 
Titus 3 46 || 2 Timothy Rome May 61 
Philemon 1 25 || Philippians Rome end of 62 
Hebrews 13 303 Colossians Rome end of 62 
James 5 108 || Philemon Rome end of 62 
1 Peter 5 105 Hebrews Rome, or Italy spring of 63 
2 Peter 3 61})|\Sae8L Ue Ino a er St Sa ee ae 
1 John Fy 105 THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES. 

* 2 John 1 13 || James Judea 61 or 62 
3 John 1 15 1 and 2 Peter Rome 64 
Jude 1 25 1 John Ephesus 80 
Apocalypse 22 405 || 2 and 3 John Ephesus between 80 and 90 


pe ae ee re ee ede Unknown 64 or 65 
Total me eae ts 260 7959 || Apocalypse Patmos, or Ephesus 95 or 96 


{til> The reader, who is acquainted with the subject, and attends to the dates of the several Introductions 
and Parts, as they were penned and published, will readily apply the remarks of the venerable author, where 
he speaks of a “delay” in the publication of the work, exclusively to the first edition, which was sixteen years 
in passing through the press; as he will with equal readiness, refer the “‘ mistakes,” supposed to exist, notwith- 
standing the care taken to avoid them, to the same edition—such mistakes supplying, by the way, a standing 
1eason for each succeeding edition, as published from the corrected copy. But the publisher, being aware 
that the remarks refer only to a matter of fact—that they contain some account of the progressive history of 
the work, and involve no errors of criticism on the sacred text, and being anxious withal to preserve the 
work entire, has preferred a seeming incongruity to the altering or expunging any information which the 
doctor has furnished on the subject of his hopes, his fears, and his labours.— Publisher of Seconp Eprrion.] 
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HE general title of this latter collection of sacred books, which, as well as the former, all 
Christians acknowledge to have been given by immediate inspiration from God, is in the Greek 
H KAINH AIAOHKH, which we translate Tar NEW TESTAMENT: but which should rather be 
translated Tar NEW COVENANT; or, if it were lawful to use a periphrasis, the New Covenant, 
including a Testamentary Declaration and Bequest: for this is precisely the meaning of this system 
of justice, holiness, goodness, and truth. St. Paul, 2 Cor. iii. 14, calls the sacred books before the 
time of Christ, H I[AAAIA AIAOHKH, Tur OLD COVENANT; which is a very proper and 
descriptive title of the grand subject of those books. This apostle evidently considers the Old 
Testaments and the New, as éwo covenants, Gal. iv. 24; and, in comparing these two together, he 
calls one zadaav dcabyxnv, the old covenant, the other xawyv, the new ; one mpwryv, the first, the other 
veav, that which is recent ; in opposition to the old covenant, which was to terminate in the new, he 
calls this xpevtrova, better, more excellent, Heb. vii. 22; viii. 6 ; and awror, everlasting, Heb. xiii. 20, 
because it is never to be changed, nor terminate in any other ; and to endure endlessly itself. The 
word covenant, from con together, and venio, I come, signifies a contract or agreement made between 
two parties; to fulfil the conditions of which, they are mutually bound. The old covenant, in its 
essential parts, was very simple. I witt pe vour GOD. Yz sHaLi Be my PEOPLE—the spirit 
of which was never changed. The people were to take Jehovah as the sole object of their religious 
worship ; put their whole trust and confidence in him ; serve him in his own way, according to the 
prescribed forms which he should lay before them. This was their part. On his side, God was to 
accept them as his people, give them his Spirit to guide them, his mercy to pardon them, his 
providence to support them, and his grace to preserve them unto eternal life. But all this was 
connected with the strict observance of a great variety of rites and ceremonies, at once expressive 
of the holiness of God, the purity of the Divine justice, and the exceeding sinfulness and utter 
helpless state of man. A great part of the four latter books of Moses is employed in prescribing 
and illustrating these rites and ceremonies ; and what is called the new covenant is the complement 
and perfection of the whole. 

The word Acafn«n, from dia and tibyu, I lay down, signifies not only a covenant agreement, but 
also that disposal which a man makes of his secular matters during his life, which is to take place 
after his death. It answers to the Hebrew n-71 berith, from 32 bar, to purify, because, in making 
covenants, a sacrifice was usually offered to God, for the purification of the contracting parties ; 
and hence the word n2 berith is frequently used to express not only the covenant itseif, but also 
the sacrifice offered on the occasion. See below under Gosprt ; and sce the notes on Gen. vi. 18; 
xv. 18; Exod. xxix. 45; Lev. xxvi. 15; and Deut. xxix. 12, where every thing relative to this 
subject is minutely considered. 

The term new covenant, as used here, seems to mean that grand plan of agreement or 
reconciliation which God made between himself and mankind, by the death of Jesus Christ; in 
consequence of which, all those who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe in the great atoning 
sacrifice, are purified from their sins, and united to God. Christ is called rng Avabnane navvyg weottne, 
the Mediator of the new covenant, Heb. ix. 15. And referring to the ratification of this new 
covenant or agreement, by means of his own death, in the celebration of his last supper, Christ calls 
the cup, to worepiov 9 Karvy Acabnkn ev TH aiuare pov, this cup 18 the new covenant in my blood :1.e an 
emblem or representation of the new covenant ratified by his blood. See Luke xxii, 20. And 
from these expressions, and their obvious meaning, the whole Christian Scriptures have obtained 
this title, Taz New TrsraMent, 0R COVENANT, OF OUR Lorp anp SEN Jxesus Curist. 
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Those writings, and the grand subject of them, which, previously to the New Testament times, 


were termed simply THE covenant ; were, after the incarnation, called the oLp covenant, as we a Ay 
already seen, to distinguish them from the Christian Scriptures, and their grand subject, whic 
were called the New covenant ; not so much because it was a new agreement, but rather a renewal 
of the old, in which the spirit, object, and design of that primitive covenant were more clearly and 
ully manifested. 

: the particular title to each of the four following books, in most Greek MSS. and printed 
editions, is EYATTEAION cata MATOAION—MAPKON—AOYKAN—IOANNHN, which we translate, the 
Gospel according to Matthew—Mark—Luke—John ; 1. e. the gospel or history of our blessed Lord, 
as written and transmitted to posterity by each of these writers. Our word GosPEt, which should 
be always written godspel, or godespel, comes from the Anglo-Saxon gooypel, and 1s compounded 
of god, good, and ypel, history, narrative, doctrine, mystery, or secret ; and was applied by our ancestors 
to signify the revelation of that glorious system of truth, which had been, in a great measure, hzdden 
or kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

Among Saxon scholars, the word Gosrxt has been variously explained. Mr, Somner, who writes 
it zod-ppell, explains it thus, Sermo Dei mysticus; Dei historia. “'The mystic word of God; the 
history of God, or God’s history.” But he supposes that it may be compounded of god, good, and 
ypell, a message ; and very properly observes, that godrpellian signifies, not only to preach, or proclaim 
the Gospel; but also to foretell, or predict ; to prophesy, to divine : and in this latter sense the word 
ypell spell was anciently used among us, and still signifies an incantation, or a charm ; which imphes 
a peculiar collocation and repetition of certain words, which were supposed to produce supernatural 
effects by means of spiritual influence or agency ; which agency was always attracted and excited by 
such words, through some supposed correspondency between the words, and the spiritual agency to 
be employed. The word, in this sense, occurs in King Alfred’s Saxon translation of Boethius, De 
Consolatione Philosophie, chap. 388. Da ongunnon leaye men pyjean ypell, Then deceitful men began to 
practise incantations. It is possible that our ancestors gave this title to the preaching of Christ 
crucified, from observing the astonishing effects produced by it, in changing the hearts and lives 
of sinners. And very innocently might they denominate the pure powerful preaching of the death 
and resurrection of Christ, God’s charm: that wonderful word, which, accompanied with the 
demonstration and power of the Holy Ghost, produced such miraculous effects among men. 

As the word ypettian spellian signifies to teach or instruct, hence our word to spell, i. e. to teach 
a person, by uniting vowels and consonants, to enunciate words; and thus learn to read. And 
hence the book out of which the first rudiments of language are learned is termed a spelling book, 
exactly answering to the ypell-boe spell-book of our ancestors, which signified a book of homilies, or 
plain discourses, for the instruction of the common people. We may see (note on Gen. i. 1) that 
god among our ancestors, not only signified Gop, the supreme Being; but also good or goodness, 
which is his nature : zodppel godspell, therefore, is not only God’s history, doctrine, or plan of leaching ; 
but also the good history, the good doctrine ; and hence ypeltian, to preach or proclaim this doctrine ; 
ypell-boc, the sermons that contained the rudiments of it, for the instruction of men; and ypel-boda 
spel-boda, the orator, messenger, or ambassador, that announced it. 

The Greek word Evayyeduov, from ev good, and ayyedua a message, signifies good news, or glad 
tidings in general ; and is evidently intended to point out, in this place, the good message or the 
glad tidings of great joy which God has sent to all mankind, preaching peace and reconciliation by 
Christ Jesus, who is Lord of all: proclaiming that he, as the promised Messiah, has, by the grace 
of God, tasted death for every man—for he has died for their offences, and risen again for their 
justification ; and that, through his grace, every sinner under the whole heaven, may turn to God, 
and find mercy. This is good news, glad tidings, a joyful message ; and it is such to all mankind, 
as in it every human spirit is interested. 

It is used in this sense by Achilles Tatius, lib. v. c. 12, Tavra akovoac 5 Sarvpoc, TPOoTpeyel Too¢e 
mv Mehurrny evayyedva gepov: Having heard these things, Satyrus ran to Melitta, bringing the 
good news. 

But, besides this general meaning, the word Evayyedov, has other acceptations in the New 
Testament, and in the Greek writers, which may be consulted here with great propriety and effect. 

_1. It signifies the reward given to those who brought good news. ‘Thus Homer represents the 
disguised Ulysses claiming a reward evayyedor, a vest and mantle, should he verify to Eumeus the 
glad tidings of his master’s safety. Evayyeduov de nor ecw. Let me have a reward for my good news 
Odyss. xiv. v. 152. ag : 

To which Eumeus, who despaired of his master’s return, replied,— 


Q yepov, ov?’ ap’ eyov Evayyedcov rode ti0u, 
Ovr’ Odvaceve ete oLxov eAevoerac. Ib. v. 266. 


Old friend! nor cloak nor vest thy gladsome news 
Will ever earn: Ulysses comes no more ! Cowrrr, 
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And on the word, as thus used, Eustathius gives the following comment : EvayyeArov; dwpov ume 
ayatnc evayyedcag. “ Kuangelion signifies the reward given for bringing good news.” 

St. Chrysostom, in his xixth Homily on the Acts, gives this as a common meaning of the word. 
“ The Gospel is this: Thou shalt receive good things: as men are accustomed in their common 
conversation to say to each other, tv yor tov evayyedr wv; What reward wilt thou give me for my 
good news? &c.” It is used in the same sense by the Septuagint. 2 Sam. iv. 10. When one told 
me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took him and slew him in 
Ziglag, who thought o eder ve dovvac Evayyedca, that I would have given him a rewanv for his tidings. 
Cicero uses it in the same sense; see his epistles to Atticus, lib. 2. ep. 3. O suaves epistolas 
tuas uno tempore mihi datas duas :; quibus Evayyerca que reddam nescio, deberi quidem, plané fateor. 
“ O, how delightful are your epistles ! two of which [ have received at one time, for which I know 
not what recompense to make: but, that I am your debtor, I candidly confess.” 

2. It is used also to signify the prayers, thanksgivings, and sacrifices offered on the arrival of 
good news. So Aristophanes, Mot doxec-—Evayyedara Ove, exatov Bove, ty bew, I think I should 
SACRIFICE A HECATOMB to the goddess for this intelligence, Artstoru. in Equit. v. 653. 

Isocrarzs (Areopag. initio) is supposed to use the word in the sense of supplication, En rooavrate 
mpageow Evayyeara pev duc nbn teOvKayev—* relative to these transactions, we have purposed to make 
supplication twice.” Xenophon uses it to denote a eucharistic offering made on account of 
receiving good news. Edve ra Evayyeaca. See Hist. Gr. i. 6,27. It seems to be used in a 
similar sense by the Septuagint in 2 Sam. xviii. 20, 27. 

Other examples might be produced in which the word is used in all the above senses ; but these 
may be deemed sufficient. I would not have been so copious, had not a certain great man denied 
that the word had the above meanings. 

3. However illustrative the above acceptations of Evayyedcov, among the Greek writers, may be 
of the word in relation to the great doctrine of the new covenant ; yet, among the sacred writers, 
it is restricted to express the glad tidings of the coming of the Messiah, for the reasons mentioned 
above. See Luke u. 10. 

4. The whole doctrine of Jesus Christ, comprised in the history of his incarnation, preaching, 
miracles, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, and the mission of the Holy Spirit, by which 
salvation was procured for a lost world, is expressed by the word Evayyedov, as well as by the 
general title; Kay Acafjxn. Rom. i. 1, 3, 9; Matt. iv. 23; ix. 35; xxiv.14; Marki. 14. But 
the sacred writers use it with a variety of epithets which it may be necessary to mention. 

Ist, It is sometimes termed, The Gospel of God concerning his Son. Rom. i. 1, 3. 2dly, The 
Gospel of the Son of God. Rom. i. 9. 3dly, The Gospel of the kingdom of God. Matt. iv. 23; ix. 
35; xxiv. 14; Mark i. 14. 4thly, Sometimes it is simply called THE GOSPEL. Mark xin. 10; 
xvi. 15. 5thly, The word or doctrine (Aoyoc) of the Gospel. Acts xy. 7. 6thly, The Gospel of 
peace. Eph. vi. 15. thly, The Gospel of glory, ro Evayyedcov rye dose. 1 Tim. i. 11. 8thly, 
The Gospel of salvation, To EvayyeAlov ty¢ owrnplac. Eph. Ielioe 

5. In 1 Cor. ix. 23, it means the blessings and privileges promised in the New Testament. __ 

6. It means the public profession of the doctrine taught by Christ, Mark vil. 85; x, 29; 2 Tim. 
i. 8; Philem. ver. 13. 

7. But in Gal. i. 6, 8, 9, the word Evayyedvov seems to mean any new doctrine, whether true or 

alse. 
f Many MSS. have To cata MarOaov ayrov Evayyehwor, which is generally rendered, The Gospel 
according to Saint Matthew. But the word ayiov, saint, or holy, should be here applied to the Gospel, 
with which it properly agrees ; and then the title would run, The holy Gospel according to Matthew ; 
that is, the account of this holy dispensation according to the narrative composed by Matthew, an 
eye witness of all the transactions he relates. But anciently the word holy was neither applied to 
the narrative nor to the narrator, the title being simply, The Gospel according to Matthew, and so 


of the others. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF MATTHEW THE EVANGELIST. 


[A GUE supposed to be the same who is also called Levi, son of Alpheus, was by birth a Jew. 

As to his office, he appears to have been a tax-gatherer, under the Romans. He was a native of 
Galilee, as the rest of Christ’s apostles were ; but of what city in that country, or of which tribe 
of the people of Israel, is not known. 

As he sat at the custom house, by the seaside, in or near the city of Capernaum, Jesus called 
him ; and as soon as he could make up his accompts with those by whom he had been employed and 
intrusted, he became a willing, faithful disciple of Christ. After this, St. Mark tells us, he made 
an entertainment in his own house, where Christ and several of his disciples were present, together 
with many tax-gatherers, and others, of no very respectable character, in the sight of the Pharisees. 

It is probable that Matthew took this occasion of calling together his relatives and acquaintances, 
that he might take a friendly farewell of them ; and give them the opportunity of seeing and hearing 
that Divine Person, whose words he had already found to be spirit and life to his own soul, and to 
whose service he had now solemnly dedicated himself. 

He was placed by our Lord in the number of his apostles, and continued with him during his life. 
After the ascension of Christ, he was at Jerusalem, and received the Holy Ghost with the rest of 
the disciples on the day of pentecost. 

Matthew, with Andrew, Peter, and the two sons of Zebedee, are the only disciples whose call is 
particularly mentioned. It is uncertain when, where, or how he died. ‘There does not appear to be 
any clear evidence, in the writings of the primitive faghers, that he suffered martyrdom. 

St. Matthew’s gospel is generally allowed to be the most ancient part of the writings of the New 
Covenant. Many modern critics contend that it was written about the year of our Lord 61, or 
between this and 65. Others, that it was written so early as 41, or about the eighth year after the 
ascension ; and this is supported by the subscriptions at the end of this gospel in many MSS. ; but 
it must be observed, that all these MSS. are posterior to the 10th century. Michaelis has adopted 
a middle way, which carries much of the appearance of probability with it, viz.: that Matthew 
wrote his gospel in Hebrew about the 8th year after the ascension of our Lord, or A. D. 41; and 
that the translation of it into Greek was made about A. D. 61, or later, 

Whether this gospel were written originally in Hebrew or Greek, is a question by which the 
most eminent critics have been greatly puzzled and divided. The balance, however, is clearly in 
favour of a Hebrew original. The present Greek text was doubtless published at a very early 
period ; who the translator was, cannot, at this distance of time, be determined; probably it was 
the evangelist himself. 

As Matthew was one of the twelve disciples, his history is an account of what he heard and saw, 
being a constant attendant on our blessed Lord. This consideration, of itself, would prove that, 
allowing him only to be a man of integrity, he would make no mistakes in his narrative. Add to 
this, the influence and superintendence of the Holy Spirit, under which he constantly acted, and 
which our Lord had promised to his disciples, to guide them into all truth, and bring whatsoever he 
had spoken to them, into remembrance, John xiv. 26. ‘These two considerations stamp the narrative 
with the utmost degree of credibility. 

Vou. I. ‘Gus. os 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Iv may be necessary to say a few words in explanation of the different Ras introduced at the 
sommencement of the gospels. 1. By the Usherian year of the World, the reader is to under- 
stand the chronological computation of Archbishop Usher ; who supposed that 4000 years exactly 
had elapsed from the creation of the world till the birth of Christ. 2. The Alexandrian era is 
that chronological computation which was used by the people of Alexandria ; who began their reck- 
oning 5502 before the vulgar year of Christ 1, 3. The Antiochian era is a correction of the pre- 
ceding, in the 4th century, by Pandorus, an Egyptian monk, and used by the people of Antioch; 
it differs only from the Alexandrian by subtracting ten years. 4. The Constantinopolitan era is 
that still in use in the Greek Church, which reckons 5508 before the year 1 of the Incarnation, 
according to the vulgar era. 5. The Julian Period is a factitious era, conceived by Joseph 
Scaliger, to facilitate the reduction of the years of any given epoch to that of another. This Period 
is the result of the Lunar and Solar Cycles, and the Indictions, multiplied by each other. Thus. 
multiply 19 the Lunar Cycle, by 28 the Solar Cycle, and the product will be 532; multiply this 
sum by 15, the Cycle of the Indictions, and you will have 7980 years, which constitute the Julian 
Period. The first year of the vulgar era is placed in the 4714th year of the Julian Period: 
whence it follows, that to find any year of our Lord in this period, 4713 years must be added to 
that year: e. g., to find the year of this period, answering to the present year of our Lord 1812, 
add 4713, and you will have 6525, which is the year of the Julian Period sought. 6. The era of 
the Seleucide, sometimes improperly called the era of Alexander, commenced 12 years after the 
death of Alexander the Great, 312 before the Incarnation, according to the vulgar reckoning, and 
was properly the first year of the Syro-Macedonian empire. 7. By the year before the vulgar era 
of Christ, is meant that correct chronologicy reckoning which showed that the vulgar or common 
reckoning of the A. D. or year of our Lord, is deficient not less than four years: so that the 
present year, 1812, should be, according to strict chronological precision, 1816. 8. The mode of 
computing by Olympiads derived its origin from the institution of the Olympic Games, which were 
celebrated every four years, for five successive days, at the time of the first full moon, after the 
summer’s solstice. They were held on the banks of the river Alpheus, near Olympia, a city of Elis, 
from which they derived their name. ‘The first Olympiad commenced 776 before the Incarnation 
of our Lord. It need scarcely be added, that each Olympiad consists of four years; hence the 
Jirst, second, third, or fourth year of any particular Olympiad. 9. The year of the building of Rome 
is an important era among the Roman historians: it commenced 753 years before the birth of 
Christ. 10. The year of Augustus, or years after the battle of Actium, is the computation of time 
from the commencement of the Roman mmpire, which took place after the battle of Actium, 27 years 
before our Lord: from this time Augustus became sole governor. 11. The Cycles introduced 
require little explanation. The Solar Cycle is a revolution consisting of 28 years; the Lunar 
Cycle of 19; and the Paschal Cycle or Dionysian Period, is compounded of both, thus: The Solar 
Cycle of 28, and the Lunar of 19, multiplied by each other, produce 532, which constitutes a 
third Cycle, called the Paschal Cycle, because in that period the Christian Passover, or Easter, a 
moveable feast, has gone through all possible variations, and the Solar and Lunar Cycles, Domi- 
nical Letters, Paschal term, Epacts, New Moons, &c., &c., all recommence exactly 532 years before. 
12, The Cesarean era of Antioch was a monument which the city of Antioch erected to the 
nonour of Julius Cesar, in commemoration of his victory at Pharsalia. This was obtained 48 
years before the commencement of the Christian era. 13. The Spanish era: this was kept in 
commemoration of the entire subduction of Spain, by Augustus Cesar, which took place in the 
year of Rome 715, or 39 years before the vulgar era of Christ. 14. The Julian era, or as it 
is sometimes called, the era of Julius Cesar: this had for its foundation the reformation of the 
Roman Calendar by Julius Cesar: and the change was made 45 years before the birth of Christ. 
Other eras might have been noticed, but those mentioned above were judged to be the most 
important. 

For farther particulars relative to the history of the gospels, see the Gzunerat Prerace to the 
New Testament. 
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THE GOSPEL 


ACCORDING TO 


Seth Me ae Peles rye 


Ussherian year of the World, 4000.—Alexandrian year of the World, 5498.—Antiochian year of the World, 
5488.—Constantinopolitan Afra of the World, 5504.—Year of the Julian Period, 4709.—A®ra of the 
Seleucide, 308.—Year before the vulgar A®ra of Christ, 5.—Year of the CXCIII. Olympiad, 4.—Year 
of the building of Rome, 749.—Year of the Emperor Augustus, i. e. from the battle of Actium, 26.— 
Consuls, Augustus XII. and Lucius Cornelius Sulla.—Year of the Paschal Cycle or Dionysian Period, 


530.—Year of the Solar Cycle, 5.—Year of the Lunar Cycle, 13.—Dominical Letters, B A. 


CHAPTER I. 


The genealogy of Christ divided into three classes of fourteen generations each: The first fourteen, from 


Abraham to David, 2-6. 
from Jechonas to Christ, 11-16. 


born, 24, 25. 


A. M. 4000. 
B.C. 5. 
ioe Qlymp Jesus Christ, » the son of Da- 
“ vid, © the son of Abraham. 
2 Luke iii. 23. Psa. exxxii. 11; Isa. xi. 1; Jer. xxiii. 5; xxii. 


2; John vii. 42; Acts ii. 30; xiii. 23; Rom. i. 3. 


NOTES ON CHAP. I. 

Verse 1. The book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ] I suppose these words to have been the ori- 
ginal tit/e to this Gospel; and that they signify, ac- 
eording to the Hebrew phraseology, not only the 
account of the genealogy of Christ, as detailed below, 
but the history of his birth, acts, sufferings, death, 
resurrection, and ascension. 

The phrase, book of the generation, msoin 1D 
sepher toledoth, is frequent in the Jewish writings, and 
is translated by the Septuagint, B1BA0¢ yevecewc, as 
here, by the evangelist; and regularly conveys the 
meaning given to it above; e.g. This is the book of 
the generations of Adam, Gen. v. 1. That is, the 
account of the life of Adam and certain of his imme- 
diate descendants. Again. These are the genera- 
tions of Jacob, Gen. xxxvii. 2. That is, the account 
or history of Jacob, his son Joseph, and the other re- 
markable branches of the family. Andagain. These 
are the generations of Aaron and Moses, Num. iii. 1. 
That is, the history of the life and acts of these per- 
sons, and some of their immediate descendants. The 
same form of expression is also used, Gen. ii. 4, when 

1 


The second fourteen, from Solomon to Jechonias, 7-10. 
The sum of these generations, 17. 
Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary, when she was espoused to Joseph, 18. 
are removed by the ministry of an Angel, 19, 20; by whom the child is named Jxsus, 21. 
of the prophecy of Isaiah relative to this, 22, 23. 


The third fourteen, 
Christ is conceived by the Holy 
Joseph’s anxiety and doubts 
The fulfilment 
Joseph takes home his wife, Mary, and Christ is 


(THE book of the * generation of} 2 ‘Abraham begat Isaac; and 4,M,4000. 


° Isaac begat Jacob; and * Jacob An, Olymp. 
begat Judas and his brethren ; Bes es 


¢ Gen. xii. 3; xxii. 18; Gal. iii. 16.——4 Gen. xxi. 2, 3. e Gen, 


xxy. 26. f Gen. xxix. 35. 


giving the history of the creation of heaven and 
earth. 

Some have translated fifo yevecewc, The book of 
the genealogy ; and consider it the title of this chap-~ 
ter only ; but the former opinion seems better founded. 

Jesus Christ] See on verses 16 and 21. 

The son of David, the son of Abraham] No per- 
son ever born could boast, in a direct line, a more 
illustrious ancestry than Jesus Christ. Among his 
progenitors, the regal, sacerdotal, and prophetic offices, 
existed in all their glory and splendour. Davin, the 
most renowned of sovereigns, was king and prophet : 
AxsraHam, the most perfect character in all antiquity, 
whether sacred or profane, was priest and prophet: 
but the three offices were never united except in the 
person of Christ; he alone was prophet, priest, and 
king ; and possessed and executed these offices in 
such a supereminent degree as no human being ever 
did, or ever could do. As the principal business of 
the prophet was to make known the will of God to 
men, according to certain partial communications re- 
ceived from Heaven; so Jesus, who lay in the bosom 
of the Father, and who was intimately and thoroughly 
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The genealogy of 
A.M. 4000. 3 And * Judas begat Phares and 
An. Olymp. Zara of Thamar; and » Phares be- 
eo gat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; 

4 And Aram begat Aminadab ; and Amina- 
dab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Sal- 
mon ; 

5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and 
Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat 


Jesse ; 


gs Gen. xxxviil. 27——) Ruth iv. 18, &c.; 1 Chron. i. 
5, 9, &c. 


acquainted with all the mysteries of the eternal world, 
come to declare the Divine nature and its counsels to 
mankind; see John i. 18. As the business of the 
priest was to offer sacrifices to God, to make atone- 
ment for the sins of the people; so Christ was con- 
stituted a high priest, to make, by the sacrifice of him- 
self, an atonement for the sins of the whole world; 
see 1 John ii. 2, and the whole Epistle to the He- 
brews. As the office of king was to reign over, protect, 
and defend the people committed to his care by the 
Divine Providence; so Christ is set as a king upon 
Sion, having the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession, Psa. 
ii. 6, 8, &c. Of the righteousness, peace, and in- 
crease of whose government, there shall be no end, 
Isa. ix. 7. This three-fold office, Christ executes 
not only in a general sense, in the world at large; 
but, in a particular sense, in every Christian soul. 
He is first a prophet, to teach the heart of man the 


will of God; to convict the conscience of sin, right- | 


eousness, and judgment; and fully to illustrate the way 
of salvation. He is next a priest, to apply that atone- 
ment to the guilty conscience, the necessity of which, 
as a prophet, he had previously made known. And 
lastly, as a king, he leads captivity captive, binds and 
casts out the strong man armed, spoils his goods, ex- 
tends the sway of the sceptre of righteousness, sub- 
dues and*destroys sin, and reigns Lord over all the 
powers and faculties of the human soul; so that as 
sin reigned unto death, nvEN so does grace reign 
through righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Rom. v. 21. 

It is remarkable, that the evangelist names David 
before Abraham, though the latter was many genera- 
tions older: the reason seems to be this, that David 
was not only the most illustrious of our Lord’s prede- 
cessors, as being both king and prophet; but because 
that promise, which at first was given to Abraham, 
and afterwards, through successive generations, con- 
firmed to the Jewish people, was at last determined 
and restricted to the family of David. Son of David, 
was an epithet by which the Messiah was afterwards 
known among the Jews; and, under this title, they 
were led to expect him by prophetic authority. See 
Psa. Ixxxix. 3,4; exxxii. 10, 11, compared with Acts 
Xiil. 23, and Isa. xi. 1; Jer. xxiii. 5. Christ was 
prophesied of under the very name of David. See 
Hzek. xxxiv. 23, 24; xxxvii. 24, 25. 

Verse 2. Abraham begat Isaac| In this genea- 
logy, those persons only, among the ancestors of 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


Jesus Christ. 


6 And iJesse begat David the 4,M4000 
king; and * David the king begat An, Olymp. 
Solomon of her that had been the es 
wife of Urias ; 

7 And '!Solomon begat Roboam; and 
Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa ; 


8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and Jo- 


saphat begat Joram; and Joram begat 
Ozias ; 
i] Sam. xvi. 1; xvii. 12.—k2 Sam. xii. 24——11 Chron. 


iil. 10, &e. 


Christ, which formed the direct line, as specified: 
hence no mention is made of Jshmael, the son of 
Abraham, nor of Esau, the son of Isaac; and of all 
the twelve patriarchs, or sons of Jacob, Judah alone 
is mentioned. 

Verse 3. Phares and Zara\| 'The remarkable his- 
tory of these twins may be seen, Gen. xxxvill. Some 
of the ancients were of opinion, that the evangelist 
refers to the mystery of the youngest being preferred 
to the eldest, as prefiguring the exaltation of the 
Christian Church over the synagogue. Concerning 
the women whose names are recorded in this genealo- 
gy, see the note at the end of the chapter. 

Verse 8. Joram begat Ozias] ‘This is the Uzziah, 
king of Judah, who was struck with the leprosy for 
his presumption in entering the temple to offer incense 
before the Lord. See 2 Chron. xxvi. 16, &e. Ozias 
was not the immediate son of Joram: there were 
three kings between them, Ahaziah, Joash, and Ama- 
ziah, which swell the fourteen generations to seven- 
teen: but it is observed that omissions of this kind 
are not uncommon in the Jewish genealogies. In 
Ezra vii. 3, Azariah is called the son of Merajoth, 
although it is evident, from 1 Chron. vi. 7—9, that 
there were six descendants between them. This cir- 
cumstance the evangelist was probably aware of; but 
did not see it proper to attempt to correct what he 
found in the public accredited genealogical tables ; as he 
knew it to be of no consequence to his argument, 
which was merely to show that Jesus Christ as surely 
descended, in an uninterrupted line from David, as 
David did from Aédraham. And this he has done in 
the most satisfactory manner; nor did any person in 
those days pretend to detect any inaccuracy in his state- 
ment; though the account was published among those 
very people whose interest it was to expose the falla- 
cy, in vindication of their own obstinate rejection 
of the Messiah, if any such fallacy could have been 
proved. But as they were silent, modern and com- 
paratively modern unbelievers may for ever hold their 
peace. The objections raised on this head are worthy of 
no regard; yet the following statement deserves notice. 

St. Matthew took up the genealogies just as he 
found them in the public Jewish records, which, though 
they were in the main correct, yet were deficient in 
many particulars. The Jews themselves give us suf- 
ficient proof of this. The Talmud, title Kiddushim, 
mentions fen classes of persons who returned from the 
Babylonish captivity: I. 1372 conanry, priests. II. 
Levey, Levites. III. Ox YISHRAEL, Israelites 

1 ‘ 


The genealogy of 


Aah at p0. 9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and 
An. Olymp. Joatham begat Achaz; 
4 Obmp. Joatham beg t ; and Achaz 


~ begat Ezekias ; 

10 And ™ Ezekias begat Manasses; and 
Manasses begat Amon ; and Amon begat Jo- 
sias ; 


m2 Kings xx. 21; 1 Chron. iii. 13. 
begat Jakim, and Jakim begat Jechonias, 
15, 16. 


n Some read Josias 
| ; © See 1 Chron, iii. 
P2 Kings xxiv. 14, 15, 16; xxv. 11; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 


CHAP. I. 


Jesus Christ. 


11 And ®Josias ° begat Jechonias sre 
and his brethren, about the time they An. Olymp. 
; CXCIIL 4. 

were P carried away to Babylon:  ————— 
12 And after they were brought to Babylon, 

4 Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel be- 


gat * Zorobabel ; 


10, 20; Jer. xxvii. 20; xxxix. 9; lil. 11, 15, 28, 29,30; Dan. 
1, 2——4] Chron. iii. 17, 19. t Hzra: ii. 2} v.12; Neh. 
Bale ae. de l, 


IV. “nbn cuutuney, common persons, as to the priest- 
hood; such whose fathers were priests, but their mo- 
thers were such as the priests should not marry. V. 
"V1 eirEY, proselytes, VI. ‘11.1 cuarurey, freed-men, 

or servants who had been liberated by their masters. 
— VIL. ‘yin MamziREy, spurious, such as were born in 
unlawful wedlock. VIII. *1.N) Neruiney, Nethinim. 
IX. ‘pnw suetuKey, bastards, persons whose mothers, 
though well known, could not ascertain the fathers of 
their children, because of their connections with differ- 
ent men. X. °5\08 asupHEy, such as were gathered 
up out of the streets, whose fathers and mothers were 
utterly unknown. Such was the heterogeneous mass 
brought up from Babylon to Jerusalem; and although 
we learn from the Jews, that great care was taken to 
separate the spurious from the true-born Israelites, and 
canons were made for that purpose, yet it so happened, 
that sometimes a spurious family had got into high au- 
thority, and therefore must not be meddled with. See 
several cases in Lightfoot. On this account, a faith- 
ful genealogist would insert in his roll such only as 
were indisputable. ‘It is therefore easy to guess,” 


says Dr. Lightfoot, “whence Matthew took the last. 


fourteen generations of this genealogy, and Luke the 
first forty names of his: namely, from the genealogi- 
eal rolls, at that time well known, and laid up in the 
public xecunAca, repositories, and in the private also. 
And it was necessary indeed, in so noble and sublime 
a subject, and a thing that would be so much inquired 
into by the Jewish people, as the lineage of the Mes- 
siah would be, that the evangelists should deliver a 
truth, not only that could not be gainsayed, but also 
might be proved and established from certain and un- 
doubted rolls of ancestors.” See Hore Talmudice. 
Verse 11. Josias begat Jechonias, &c.] ‘There are 
three considerable difficulties in this verse. 1. Josias 
was not the father of Jechonias; he was only the 
grandfather of that prince: 1 Chron. ili. 14-16. 
9. Jechonias had no brethren; at least, none are on 
record. 3. Josias died 20 years before the Babylon- 
ish captivity took place, and therefore Jechonias and 
his brethren could not have been begotten about the 
time they were carried away to Babylon. ‘To this 
may be added a fourth difficulty, viz. there are only 
thirteen in this 2d class of generations; or forty-one, 
instead of forty-two, in the whole. But all these dif- 
ficulties disappear, by adopting a reading found in many 
MSS.  lwotac de eyervyce tov lwaketp loakerp oe 
eyevynoe tov leyoviav. And Josias begat Juno1aKim, or 
Joakim, and Joakim begat Jechonias. For this reading, 
see the authorities in Griesbach. Josiah was the im- 
mediate father of Jehoiakim (called also Eliakeim and 
Joakim) and his brethren, who were Johanan, Zede- 
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kiah, and Shallum: see 1 Chron. iii. 15. Joakim was 
the father of Joachin or Jechonias, about the time of 
the first Babylonish captivity: for we may reckon 
three Babylonish captivities. The first happened in 
the fourth year of Joakim, son of Josiah, about A. M. 
3398. In this year, Nebuchadnezzar, having taken 
Jerusalem, led a great number of captives to Babylon. 
The second captivity happened under Jechoniah, son 
of Joakim; who, having reigned three months, was 
taken prisoner in 3405, and was carried to Babylon, 
with a great number of the Jewish nobility. The 
third captivity took place under Zedekiah, A. M. 3416. 
And thus, says Calmet, the 11th verse should be read: 
Josias begat Joakim and his brethren: and Joakim be- 
gat Jechonias about the tume of the first Babylonish 
captwity ; and Jechomas begat Salathiel, after they 
were brought to Babylon. 'Vhus, with the necessary 
addition of Joakim, the three classes, each containing 
fourteen generations, are complete. And to make this 
the more evident, I shall set down each of these three 
generations in a separate column, with the additional 
Joakim, that, the reader may have them all at one 
view. 


1 Abraham 1 Solomon 1 Jechonias 
2 Isaac 2 Rehoboam 2 Salathiel 
3 Jacob 3 Abia 3 Zorobabel 
4 Judah 4 Asa 4 Abiud 

5 Pharez 5 Josaphat 5 Eliakim 
6 Esrom 6 Joram 6 Azor 

7 Aram 7 Ozias 7 Sadoc 

8 Aminadab 8 Joatham *8 Achim 

9 Naason 9 Achaz 9 Eliud 

10 Salmon 10 Hzekias 10 Eleazar 
11 Booz 11 Manasses 11 Matthan 
12 Obed 12 Amon 12 Jacob 

13 Jesse 13 Josias 13 Joseph 
14 David 14 Joachim 14 JESUS 


In all forty-two generations. 


Verse 12. Jechonias begat Salathiel] After Jecho- 
nias was brought to Babylon, he was put in prison by 
Nebuchadnezzar, where he continued till the death of 
this prince, and the accession of Huidlmerodach, who 
brought him out of prison, in which he had been de- 
tained thirty-seven years, and restored him to such fa- 
vour that his throne (seat) was exalted above all the 
kings which were with him in Babylon: Jer. li. 
31, 32. But though he thus became a royal favourite, 
he was never restored to his kingdom. And, accord- 
ing to the prophecy of Jeremiah xxii. 30, no man of 
his seed sat upon the throne of David; yet the regal 
line was continued through his son Salathiel, who died 
in Babylon : but Zorobdabel, his son, returned from cap- 
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Number of generations 
A.M. 4000. 13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud ; 
An. Olymp. and Abiud begat Eliakim ; and Ehia- 
eee: Jane begat Azor ; 

14 And Azor begat Sadoc ; and Sadoc begat 
Achim; and Achim begat Eliud ; 

15 And Eliud begat Eleazar ; * and Eleazar 
begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob ; 

16 And t Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of 
Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham, 


s Luke iii. 24——t Ver. 21; chap. xiii. 55; xxvii, 56. 


tivity, and by him the race of David was continued, 
according to Matthew, by Adiwd; and, according to 
Luke, by Rhesa. See on Luke ii. 23, &c. 

The term carrying away to Babylon, perockecia, 
from jetotxew, to change a habitation, or place of resi- 
dence, would be more properly translated by the word 
transportation, which is here peculiarly appropriate : 
the change was not voluntary ; they were forced away. 

Verse 16. Jesus, who is called Christ.| As the 
word Xporo¢ Christ, signifies the anointed or anointer, 
from yp, to anoint, it answers exactly to the Hebrew 
mwn mashiach, which we pronounce Messiah or Mes- 
stas ; this word comes from the root Nw mashac, sig- 
nifying the same thing. As the same person is in- 
tended by both the Hebrew and Greek appellation, it 
should be regularly translated The Messiah, or The 
Christ ; whichever is preferred, the demonstrative ar- 
ticle should never be omitted. 

Priests, prophets, and kings, among the Jews, were 
anointed in order to the legitimate exercise of their 
respective offices. Hence the word Xpioto¢ Christ, 
or Tyw Mashiach, became a name of dignity, and 
often signified the same as fing. See Isa. xlv. 1; 
Peas cyeloe Whey. iv. Byava. 203 1 Sams ae 10: 
The words wi Mashiach and He melec, Xpictog and 
Baovaeve, Christ and king, are frequently interchanged. 
1 Sam. ui: 10; Psa. ij. 2365 Luke xxiii. 2+ and 
see the Scholia of Rosenmuller on this place, The 
reason of this may be seen in the following note, which 
1 extract from the comment on Exod. xxix. 7. 

* It appears from Isa. Ixi. 1, that anointing with oil, 
in consecrating a person to any important office, whe- 
ther civil or religious, was considered as an emblem of 
the communication of the gifts and graces of the Holy 
Spirit. This ceremony was used on three occasions, 
viz. the installation of prophets, priests, and kings, into 
their respective offices. But why should such an 
anointing be deemed necessary? Because the com- 
mon sense of men taught them that all good, whether 
spiritual or secular, must come from God, its origin 
and cause. Hence it was taken for granted, 1. That 
no man could foretell events, unless inspired by the 
Spirit of God. And therefore the prophet was anoint- 
ed, to signify the communication of the Spirit of wis- 
dom and knowledge. 2. That no person could offer 
an acceptable sacrifice to God for the sins of men, or 
profitably minister in holy things, unless enlightened, 
influenced, and directed, by the Spirit of grace and 
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from Abraham to Christ. 


to David, are fourteen generations ; Or 


and from David until the carrying Ope 
away into Babylon, ave fourteen ———- 
generations; and from the carrying away 
into Babylon unto Christ, are fourteen gene- 
rations. 

18 9 Now the "birth of Jesus Christ was 
on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came toge- 
ther, she was found with child * of the Holy 


Ghost, 


u Luke i. 27. Vv Luke i. 35. 


holiness. Hence the priest was anointed, to signify 
his being divinely qualified for the due performance of 
his sacred functions. 3. That no man could enact 
just and equitable Jaws, which should have the pros- 
perity of the community and the welfare of the indi- 
vidual continually in view, or could use the power con- 
fided to him only for the suppression of vice and the 
encouragement of virtue, but that man who was ever 
under the inspiration of the Almighty. Hence kings 
were inaugurated by anointing with oil. Two of these 
offices only exist in all civilized nations, the sacerdotal 
and regal; and, in some countries, the priest and hing 
are still consecrated by anointing. In the Hebrew 
language Nw mashach signifies to anoint; and nw 
mashiach, the anointed person. But as no man was 
ever dignified by holding the three offices, so no person 
ever had the title Mashiach, the anointed one, but Je- 
sus, The Curist. He alone is King of kings, and 
Lord of lords: the king who governs the universe, 
and rules in the hearts of his followers; the prophet, 
to instruct men in the way wherein they should go; 
and the great high priest, to make atonement for their 
sins. Hence he is called the Messias, a corruption of 
the word mwnn ha-mashiach, THE anointed onn, in 
Hebrew; which gave birth to 6 Xpuotoc ho Christos, 
which has precisely the same signification in Greek : of 
him, Melchisedeck, Abraham, Aaron, David, and others, 
were illustrious types. But none of these had the ti- 
tle of THe MeEssIAH, Or THE ANOINTED oF Gop. This 
does, and ever will, belong exclusively to Jnsus, The 
Curis.” 

Verse 17. Fourteen generations] See the note on 
ver. 11. The Jews had a sort of technical method of 
summing up generations in this way. In Synopsis 
Sohar, p. 132, n. 18, we have the following words : 
‘From Abraham to Solomon were fifteen generations ; 
and then the moon was at the full. From Solomon 
to Zedekiah were other fifteen generations ; the moon 
was then in the wane, and Zedekiah’s eyes were put 
out.” That is, the regal state came to its zenith of 
light and glory in the time of Solomon ; but decreased 
gradually, till it became nearly extinct in the days of 
Zedekiah. See Schoetgen. 

Verse 18. Espoused to Joseph] The word prnorev- 
Vevonc, from prnotevo, to contract, or betroth, refers to 
the previous marriage agreement, in which the parties 
mutually bound themselves to each other; without 
which, no woman was ever married among the Jews. 

1 


The prophecy concerning 


Aj M1000. 19 Then Joseph, her husband, 


ns Gare: being a just man, and ‘not willing 
“to make her a public example, 
was minded to put her away privily. 

20 But while he thought on these things, 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: * for that which is ¥ conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost. 

21 * And she shall bring forth a son, and 


CHAP. TI. 


the muraculous conception. 


thou shalt call his name ?JESUS : A.M. 4000. 
B.C. 5. 

for "he shall save his people from An. Olymp. 

their sins. yo! 

22 Now all this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, 

23 ° Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, and ¢ they shall call 
his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God with us. 

24 Then Joseph, being raised from sleep, did 


w Deut. xxiv. 1. 


x Luke i. 35. Y Gr. begotten. 
2That is, Saviour, Heb. 


z Luke i. 


3Li 


Among the Hindoos, a woman is espoused often a whole 
year, and even longer before the marriage takes place. 

Before they came together] The woman was es- 
poused at her own, or her father’s house; and, gene- 
rally, some time elapsed before she was taken home to 
the house of her husband: Deut. xx. 7; Judg. xiv. 7, 
8. This custom has been immemorially observed 
among the inhabitants of Ireland, who have not only 
this, but many Asiatic customs, which, added to vari- 
ous authentic historic proofs, are collateral evidences 
that they received the Christian religion, not from 
the popes of Rome, but through the means of Asiatic 
missionaries. 

Among the Jews, the espousal, though the marriage 
had not been consummated, was considered as perfectly 
legal and binding on both sides ; and hence a breach of 
this contract was considered as a case of adultery, and 
punished exactly in the same way. See Deut. xxu. 
25, 28. Nor could a contract of this kind, though 
there was no cohabitation, be broken but by a regular 
divorce, as Mr. Selden, in his Uxor Hebraica, has 
proved at large from the Jewish rabbins. 

She was found with child] Her situation was 
the most distressing and humiliating that can be con- 
ceived. Nothing but the fullest consciousness of her 
own integrity, and the strongest confidence in God, 
could have supported her in such trying circumstances, 
where her reputation, her honour, and her life were at 
stake. What conversation passed between her and 
Joseph, on this discovery, we are not informed ; but 
the issue proves that it was not satisfactory to him: 
nor could he resolve to consider her as his wife, till 
God had sent his angel to bear the most unequivocal 
testimony to the virgin’s innocence. His whole con- 
duct, on this occasion, was exceedingly benevolent and 
humane. He might at once have taken the advantage 
of the law, Deut. xxii. 23, 24, and had her stoned to 
death. 

Verse 19. To make her a public example] Wapa- 
6evyuaticat, to expose her to public infamy ; from zapa, 
near, and decxvyuat, I show, or expose ; what is oddly, 
though emphatically, called in England, showing up— 
exposing a character to public view. Though Joseph 
was a righteous man, dvxacoc, and knew that the law 
required that such persons as he supposed his wife to 
be should be put to death, yet, as righteousness is ever 
directed by mercy, he determined to put her away or 
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divorce her privately, i. e. without assigning any cause, 
that her life might be saved; and, as the offence was 
against himself, he had a right to pass it by if he chose. 
Some have supposed that the term dcxavog should 
be translated merciful, and it certainly often has this 
signification ; but here it is not necessary, 

Verse 20. That which is conceived (or formed) in 
her] So I think yevyndev should be translated in this 
place: as it appears that the human nature of Jesus 
Christ was a real creation in the womb of the virgin, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. The angel of the 
Lord mentioned here was probably the angel Gabriel, 
who, six months before, had been sent to Zacharias and 
Elisabeth, to announce the birth of Christ’s forerunner, 
John the Baptist. See Luke i. 36. 

Verse 21. JESUS] The same as Joshua, pwn 
Yehoshua, from pw yashd, he saved, delivered, put in 
a state of safety. See on Exod. xii. 9; Num. xiii. 
16, and in the preface to Joshua. , 

He shall save his people from their sins.| This 
shall be his great business in the world: the great 
errand on which he is come, viz. to make an atonement 
for, and to destroy, sin: deliverance from all the power, 
guilt, and pollution of sin, is the privilege of every be- 
liever in Christ Jesus. Less than this is not spoken 
of in the Gospel; and less than this would be unbe- 
coming the Gospel. The perfection of the Gospel 
system is not that it makes allowances for sin, but that 
it makes an atonement for it: not that it tolerates sin, 
but that it destroys it. In ver. 1, he is called Jesus 
Christ, on which Dr. Lightfoot properly remarks, 
“ That the name of Jesus, so often added to the name 
of Christ in the New Testament, is not only that Christ 
might be thereby pointed out as the Saviour, but also 
that Jesus might be pointed out as the true Christ or 
Messiah, against the unbelief of the Jews.” This ob- 
servation will be of great use in numberless places 
of the New Testament. See Acts il. 36; viii, 35; 
ie@or vie 22-70) Joli. 22> iy.el ba dec, 

Verse 22. By the prophet] Isaian is added here by 
several MSS., versions, and fathers. The prophecy 
is taken from Isaiah vu. 14, 

Verse 23. Behold, a virgin shall be with child] We 
have already seen, from the preceding verse, that this 
prophecy is taken from Isaiah vii. 14; but it may be 
necessary to consider the circumstances of the original 
promise more particularly. At the time referred to, 
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8 as the angel of the Lord had _bid- 


An. Olymp. den him, and took unto him his 
CXCUL 4. on, 


e Exod. xiii. 2; 


the kingdom of Judah, under the government of Ahaz, 
was reduced very low. Pekah, king of Israel, had 
slain in Judea 120,000 persons in one day, and carried 
away captives 200,000, including women and chil- 
dren, together with much spoil. ‘To add to their dis- 
tress, Rezin, king of Syria, being confederate with 
Pekah, had taken Elath, a fortified city of Judah, and 
carried the inhabitants away captive to Damascus. In 
this critical conjuncture, need we wonder that Ahaz 
was afraid that the enemies who were now united 
against him must prevail, destroy Jerusalem, and the 
kingdom of Judah, and annihilate the family of David ? 
To meet and remove this fear, apparently well ground- 
ed, Isaiah is sent from the Lord to Ahaz, swallowed 
up now both by sorrow and by unbelief, in order to 
assure him that the counsels of his enemies should not 
stand ; and that they should be utterly discomfited. To 
encourage Ahaz, he commands him to ask a sign or 
miracle, which should be a pledge in hand, that God 
should, in due time, fulfil the predictions of his servant, 
as related in the context. On Ahaz humbly refusing 
to ask any sign, it is immediately added, Therefore the 
Lord himself shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son; and shall call his name 
Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, &c. Both 
the Divine and human nature of our Lord, as well as 
the miraculous conception, appear to be pointed out in 
the prophecy quoted here by the evangelist :—He 
shall be called $s")3ny Im-menv-e1; literally, The 
stroné Gop wiTH us: similar to those words in the 
New Testament :—The Word which was God—was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth: John i. 1,14. And, God was manifested in 
the flesh: 1 Tim. i. 16. So that we are to under- 
stand, God with us, to imply God incarnated—God in 
human nature. This seems farther evident from the 
words of the prophet, ver. ‘15. Butter and honey 
shall he eat—he shall be truly man, grow up and be 
nourished in a Auman, natural way ; which refers to 
his being wiTH us, i. e. incarnated. To which the 
prophet adds, That he may know to refuse the evil and 
choose the good :—or rather, According to his know- 
ledge, nvr le-dadto, reprobating the evil, and choos- 
ing the good. ‘This refers to him as Gop ; and is the 
same idea given by this prophet, chap. hii. 11: By 
(or in) his knowledge (the knowledge of Christ cruci- 
fied, 1NYI3 be-dadto) shall my righteous servant jus- 
tify many ; for he shall bear their offences. Now this 
union of the Divine and human nature is termed a sign 
or miracle, 1) oth, i. e. something which exceeds the 
power of nature to produce. And this miraculous 
union was to be brought about in a miraculous way : 
Behold a virein shall conceive : the word is very em- 
phatic, nDoyn ha-dlmah, THE virgin; the only one 
that ever was, or ever shall be, a mother in this way. 
But the Jews, and some called Christians, who have 
espoused their desperate cause, assert, that “the word 
may dlmah does not signify a virern only ; for it is 
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and Jesus is born 


25 And knew her not till she had per ae 
brought forth ° her first-born son: As: Clgmp. 
and he called his name JESUS. == 


Luke ui. 7, 21. 


applied, Prov. xxx. 19, to signify a young married 
woman.” I answer, that this latter text is no proof of 
the contrary docttine : the words mooy3 933 17 derec 
geber be-dlmah, the way of a man with a maid, can- 
not be proved to mean that for which it is produced : 
beside, one of De Rossi’s MSS. reads ropa be-dl- 
maiv, the way of a strong, or stout, man (121 geber) 
IN HIS youTH; and in this reading the Syriac, Septu- 
agint, Vulgate, and Arabic agree, which are followed 
by the first version in the English language, as it 
stands in a MS. in my own possession—the twete of a 
man tn bis waying vouthbe: so that this place, the only 
one that can with any probability of success be produ- 
ced, were the interpretation contended for correct, 
which I am by no means disposed to admit, proves 
nothing. Beside, the consent of so many versions in 
the opposite meaning deprives it of much of its influ- 
ence in this question. 

The word nn>vy dlmah, comes from pby dlam, to 
lie hid, be concealed; and we are told that “‘ virgins 
were so called, because they were concealed or closely 
kept up in their fathers’ houses, till the time of their 
marriage.” This is not correct: see the case of 
Rebecca, Gen. xxiv. 43, and my note there: that of 
Rachel, Gen. xxix. 6, 9, and the note there also: and 
see the case of Miriam, the sister of Moses, Exod. 
ii. 8, and also the Chaldee paraphrase on Lam. i. 4, 
where the virgins are represented as going out in the 
dance. And see also the whole history of Ruth. 
This being concealed, or kept at home, on which so 
muth stress is laid, is purely fanciful; for we find 
that young wnmarried women drew water, kept sheep, 
gleaned publicly in the fields, &c., &e., and the same ~ 
works they perform among the Turcomans to the pre- 
sent day. This reason, therefore, does not account 
for the radical meaning of the word; and we must 
seek it elsewhere. Another well known and often 
used root in the Hebrew tongue will cast light on this 
subject. This is 743 galah, which signifies to reveal, 
make manifest, or uncover, and is often applied to ma- 
trimonial connections, in different parts of the Mosaic 
law: ody dlam, therefore, may be considered as im- 
plying the concealment of the virgin, as such, till law- 
ful marriage had taken place. A virgin was not called 
ny dlmah, because she was concealed by being kept 
at home in her father’s house, which is not true, but 
literally and physically, because, as a woman, she had 
not been wncovered—she had not known man. This 
fully applies to the blessed virgin: see Luke i. 34. 
** How can this be, seeing I know no man 2” and this 
text throws much light on the subject before us. This 
also is in perfect agreement with the ancient prophecy, 
“ The seed of the woman shall bruise the head of the 
serpent,” Gen. ili. 15; for the person who was to 
destroy the work of the devil was to be the progeny 
of the woman, without any concurrence of the man. 
And, hence, the text in Genesis speaks as fully of the 
virgmm state of the person, from whom Christ, accord- 
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ing to the flesh, should come, as that in the prophet, 
or this in the evangelist. According to the original 
promise, there was to be a seed, a human being, who 
should destroy sin; but this seed or human being must 
come from the woman sLoNE; and no woman aLoNn, 
could produce such a human being, without being a 
virgin. Hence, A virgin shall bear a son, is the very 
spirit and meaning of the original text, independently 
of the ilustration given by the prophet ; and the fact 
recorded by the evangelist is the proof of the whole. 
But how could that be a sign to Ahaz, which was to 
take place so many hundreds of years after? I answer, 
the meaning of the prophet is plain: not only Rezin 
and Pekah should be unsuccessful against Jerusalem 
at that time, which was the fact ; but Jerusalem, Judea, 
and the house of David, should be both preserved, not- 
withstanding their depressed state, and the multitude 
of their adversaries, till the time should come when a 
virGin should beara son. This is a most remarkable 
circumstance—the house of David could never fail, till 
a virgin should conceive and bear a son—nor did it: 
but when that incredible and miraculous fact did take 
place, the kingdom and house of David became extinct! 
This is an irrefragable confutation of every argument 
a Jew can offer in vindication of his opposition to the 
Gospel of Christ. Either the prophecy in Isaiah has 
been fulfilled, or the kingdom and house of David are 
yet standing. But the kingdom of David, we know, is 
destroyed: and where is the man, Jew or Gentile, that 
can show us a single descendant of David on the face 
of the earth? The prophecy could not fail—the king- 
dom and house of David have failed; the virgin, 
therefore, must have brought forth her son—and this 
son is Jesus, the Christ. Thus ses, Isaiah, and 
Matthew concur ; and facts, the most unequivocal, have 
confirmed the whole! Behold the wisdom and provi- 
dence of God! 

Notwithstanding what has been said above, it may 
be asked, In what sense could this name Jmmanuel be 
applied to Jesus Christ, if he be not truly and properly 
GOD? Could the Spirit of truth ever design that 
Christians should receive him as an angel or a mere 
man, and yet, in the very beginning of the Gospel his- 
tory, apply a character to him which belongs only to 
the most high God? Surely no. In what sense, then, 
is Christ Gop witra us? Jesus is called Immanuel, or 
God with us, in his incarnation.—God united to our 
nature—God with man—God in man.—God with us, 
by his continual protection.—God with us, by the in- 
fluences of his Holy Spirit—in the holy sacrament— 
in the preaching of his word—in private prayer. And 
God with us, through every action of our life, that we 
begin, continue, and end in his name. He is God with 
us, to comfort, enlighten, protect, and defend us in every 
time of temptation and trial, in the hour of death, in the 
day of judgment; and God with us, and in us, and we 
with and in him, to all eternity. 

Verse 25. Her first-born son] Tov viov avrn¢g tov 
mputorokov. Literally, That son of hers, the first- 
born one. That Mary might have had other children, 
any person may reasonably and piously believe; that 
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preceding chapter 


she had others, many think exceedingly probable, and 
that this text is at least an indirect proof of it. How- 
ever this may be, the perpetual virginity of Mary 
should not be made an article of faith. God has not 
made it one: indeed it can hardly bear the light of 
several texts in the Gospels. 

He knew her not} Had no matrimonial intercourse 
with her—riuu she had brought forth that son of hers, 
of whom the evangelist had been just speaking, the first- 
born, the eldest of the family, to whom the birthright 
belonged, and who was miraculously born before she 
knew any man, being yet in a state of virginity. See 
on chap. xii. 55. ‘The virginity of Mary, previously 
to the birth of Christ, is an article of the utmost con- 
sequence to the Christian system; and therefore it is 
an article of faith: her perpetual virginity is of no con- 
sequence ; and the learned labour spent to prove it has 
produced a mere castle in the air. The thing is 
possible; but it never has been, and never can be 
proved. 

He called his name JESUS.] This name was given 
by the command of God, see ver. 16, and was imposed 
on Christ when eight days old; for then, according to 
the Jewish law, he was circumcised: thus he had the 
name of Saviour given when he first began to shed 
that blood without which» there could be no remission 
of sins. 

The goodness of God is manifested, not only in his 
giving his Son to save a lost world, but also in the 
choice of the persons who were his progenitors: among 
whom we find, First, Samyts, to excite our courage : 
Abraham, remarkable for his faith ; Isaac, for his obe- 
dience ; and Jacob, for his fervour and constancy. 

Secondly, Penitent sinners, to excite our confidence: 
such as David, Manasses, &c. 

Thirdly, Sinners, of whose repentance and salvation 
we hear nothing; to put us on our guard. Who can 
read the account of idolatrous Solomon, who, from the 
whole evidence of the sacred history, died in his sins, 
without trembling t 

Four women are mentioned in this genealogy : two 
of these were adulieresses, Tamar and Bathsheba; and 
two were Gentiles, Rahab and Ruth, and strangers to 
the covenant of promise ; to teach us that Jesus Christ 
came to save sinners, and that, though strangers to his 
people, we are not on that account excluded from a 
salvation which God has designed for all men. He is 
not the God of the Jews only ; he is also the God of 
the Gentiles. 

The state of the royal family of David, the circum- 
stances of the holy virgin and her spouse Joseph, the 
very remarkable prophecy of Isaiah, the literal and cir- 
cumstantial fulfilment of it, the names given to our 
blessed Lord, the genealogical scroll of the family, &c., 
&c., are all so many proofs of the wisdom, goodness, 
and providence of God. Every occurrence seems, at 
first view, to be abandoned to fortuitous influence, and 
yet the result of each shows that God managed the 
whole. These circumstances are of the greatest im- 
portance ; nor can the Christian reader reflect on them 
without an increase of his faith and his piety. 
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Wise men come from the 
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east to worship Christ 


CHAPTER II. 


Wise men come from the east to worship Christ, 1, 2. 
troubled, 3; and makes inquiry of the chief priests and scribes, where the Christ should be born, 4. 
inform him of the prophecy relative to Bethlehem, 5, 6. ‘ 

they have found the child, pretending that he wished to do him homage, 

The wise men are directed by a star to the place where the young child lay, adore him, and ojfer 

Being warned of God not to return to Herod, they depart into their own country another 

Joseph and Mary are divinely warned to escape into Egypt, because Herod sought to destroy 

They obey, and continue in Egypt till the death of Herod, 15. 


by Herod to bring him word when 
Thee ys 
him gifts, 9-11. 
way, 12. 
Jesus, 13, 14. 


Herod, hearing of the birth of our Lord, is greatly 
They 


The wise men, going to Bethlehem, are desired 


Herod, finding that the 


wise men did not return, is enraged, and orders all the young children in Bethlehem, under two years of 


age, to be massacred, 16-18. 
19-21. 
takes up his residence at Nazareth, 22, 23. 


ee ei Now when # Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, 


a Luke u. 4, 6, 7. 


An. Olymp. 
CXCIV. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. II. 

Verse 1. Bethlehem of Judea] This city is men- 
tioned in Judges xvii. 7, and must be distinguished 
from another of the same name in the tribe of Zebulon, 
Josh. xix. 15. It is likewise called Lphrath, Gen. 
xlviii. 7, or Ephratah, Mic. v. 2, and its inhabitants 
Ephrathites, Ruth i. 2; 1Sam. xvii. 12. It is situa- 
ted on the declivity of a hill, about six miles from Je- 
rusalem. ony n°a Beth-lechem, in Hebrew, signifies 
the house of bread. And the name may be considered 
as very properly applied to that place where Jesus, the 
Messiah, the true bread that came down from heaven, 
was manifested, to give life to the world. But ond 
lechemalso signifies flesh, and is applied to that part of 
the sacrifice which was burnt upon the altar. See Lev. 
ill. 11-16; xxi. 6. The word is also used to signify 
a carcass, Zeph. i. 17. The Arabic version has 

Cun Beet lehem, and the Persie ew} rare) 
Beet allehem: but lehem, in Arabic, never sig- 
nifies bread, but always means flesh. Hence it is 
more proper to consider the name as signifying the 
house of flesh, or, as some might suppose, the house of 
the incarnation, 1. e. the place where God was mani- 
fested in the flesh for the salvation of a lost world. 

In the days of Herod the king] This was Heron, 
improperly denominated the crear, the son of Antipa- 
ter, an Idumean : he reigned 37 years in Judea, reck- 
oning from the time he was created king of that coun- 
try by the Romans. Our blessed Lord was born in 
the last year of his reign; and, at this time, the scep- 
tre had literally departed from Judah, a foreigner being 
now upon the throne. 


As there are several princes of this name mentioned 
m the New Testament, it may be well to give a list 
of them here, together with their genealogy. 

Herod, the Great, married ten wives, by whom he 
had several children, Huseb. 1. i. c, 9. p. 27. The 
first was Doris, thought to be an Idumean, whom he 
married when but a private individual; by her he had 
Antipater, the eldest of all his sons, whom he caused to 
be executed five days before his own death. 
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Herod dies, and Joseph is divinely warned to return to the land of Israel, 
Finding that Archelaus reigned in Judea in place of lis father Herod, he goes to Galilee, and 


there came wise men ?from the 4,101 

east to Jerusalem, hs ne 

2 Saying, ° Where is he that is os 
> Gen. x. 30; xxv. 6; 1 Kings iv. 30.—* Luke ii. 11. 


His second wife was Mariamne, daughter to Hir- 
canus, the sole surviving person of the Asmonean, or 
Maccabean, race. Herod put herto death. She was 
the mother of Alexander and Aristobulus, whom Herod 
had executed at Sebastia, (Joseph. Antiq. 1. xvi. c. 
13.—De Bello, |. i. c. 17,) on an accusation of having 
entered into a conspiracy against him. Avistobulus 
left three children, whom I shall notice hereafter. 

His third wife was Mariamne, the daughter of Si- 
mon, a person of some note in Jerusalem, whom Herod 
made high priest, in order to obtain his daughter. She 
was the mother OF Herod Philippus, or Herod Philip, 
and Salome. Herod or Philip married Herodias, 
mother to Salome, the famous dancer, who demanded 
the head of John the Baptist, Mark vi. 22. Salome 
had been placed, in the will of Herod the Great, as 
second heir after Antipater ; but her name was erased, 
when it was discovered that Mariamne, her mother, 
was an accomplice in the crimes of Antipater, son of 
Herod the Great. Joseph. de Bello, lib. i. c. 18, 19, 20. 

His fourth wife was Malthaké, a Samaritan, whose 
sons were Archelaus and Philip. The first enjoyed 
half his father’s kingdom under the name of ¢etrarch, 
viz. Idumea, Judea, and Samaria: Joseph. Antiq. 1. 
xvii. c. 11. He reigned nine years ; but, being accu- 
sed and arraigned before the Emperor Augustus, he 
was banished to Vienna, where he died : Joseph. Antiq. 
l. xvii. ¢. 15. This isthe Archelaus mentioned inver. 22. 

His brother Philip married Salome, the famous 
dancer, the daughter of Herodias; he died without 
children, and she was afterwards married to Aristobulus. 

The fifth wife of Herod the Great was Cleopatra 
of Jerusalem. She was the mother of Herod surnamed 
Antipas, who married Herodias, the wife of his brother 
Philip, while he was still living. Being reproved for 
this act by John the Baptist, Matt. xiv. 3; Mark vi. 
17; Luke iii. 19, and having imprisoned this holy 
man, he caused him to be beheaded, agreeable to the 
promise he had rashly made to the daughter of his wife 
Herodias, who had pleased him with her dancing. He 
attempted to seize the person of Jesus Christ, ‘and to 
put him to death. It was to this prince that Pilate 

1 


Herod is troubled, and all 


A M401. born King of ‘the Jews? for we 


Road have seen ‘his star in the cast, 
—— and are come to worship him, 


diNum. xxiv. 17; Isa. lx, 3. 


sent our Lord, Luke xiii. 31, 32. He was banished 
to Lyons, and then to Spain, where both he and his 
wife Herodias died. Joseph. Antiq. 1. xv. c. 14.— 
De Bello, 1. ii. ce. 8. 

The sixth wife of Herod the Great was Pallas, by 
whom he had Phasaelus: his history is no ways con- 
nected with the New ‘Testament: 

The seventh was named Phedra, the mother of 
Roxana, who married the son of Pheroras. 

The eighth was Zipida, mother of Salome, who 
married another son of Pheroras. 

With the names of two other wives of Herod we 
are not acquainted; but they are not connected with 
our history, any more than-are Pallas, Phedra, and 
Elpida, whose names I merely notice to avoid the ac- 
cusation of inaccuracy. 

Arisrosutus, the son of Herod the Great by Ma- 
rlamne, a descendant of the Asmoneans, left two sons 
and a daughter, viz. Agrippa, Herod, and Herodias, 
so famous for her incestuous marriage with Antipas, 
in the life-time of his brother Philip. 

Acrippa, otherwise named Herod, who was impri- 
soned by Tiberius for something he had inconsiderately 
said against him, was released from prison by Caligula, 
who made him king of Judea: Joseph. ‘Antiq. |. xviii. 
«. 8. It was this prince whe put St. James to death, 
and imprisoned Peter, as mentioned in xi. of Acts. 
He died at Cesarea, in the way mentioned in the Acts, 
as well as by Josephus, Antiq. 1. xix. c. 7. He left 
a son named Agrippa, who is mentioned below. 

Heron, the second son of Aristobulus, was king of 
Chaleis, and, after the death of his brother, obtained 
permission of the emperor to keep the ornaments be- 
longing to the high priest, and to nominate whom he 
pleased to that office: Joseph. Antiq. ]. xx.c. 1. He 
had a son named Aristobulus, to whom Nero gave Ar- 
menia the. lesser, and who married Salome, the famous 
dancer, daughter to Herodias. 

Acerippa, son of Herod Agrippa, king of Judea, and 
grandson to Aristobulus and Mariamne ; he was at first 
king of Chalcis, and afterwards tetrarch of Galilee, in 
the room of his uncle Philip: Joseph. Antig. 1. xx. c. 
5. It was before him, his sister Berenice, and Felia, 
who had married Drusilla, Agrippa’s second daughter, 
that St. Paul pleaded his cause, as mentioned Acts xxvi. 

Heroptas, the daughter of Mariamne and Aristobu- 
lus, is the person of whom we have already spoken, 
who married successively the two brothers Philip and 
Antipas, her uncles, and who occasioned the death of 
John the Baptist. By her first husband she had Sa- 
lome, the dancer, who was married to Philip, tetrarch 
of the Trachonitis, the son of Herod the Great. Sa- 
lome having had no children by him, she was married 
to Aristobulus, her cousin-german, son of Herod, king 
of Chalcis, and brother to Agrippa and Herodias : she 
had by this husband several children. 

This is nearly all that is necessary to be known re- 
lative to the race of the Herods, in order to distinguish 
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Jerusalem with him. 


3 4 When Herod the king had A M, 4001. 
heard these things, ° he was trou- An, Olyinp. 
bled, and all Jerusalem with him. -C*%°*: 


e Pyoy.exxi. 1, 2. 


the particular persons of this family mentioned in the 
New Testament. See Basnage, Calmet, and Josephus. 

There came wise men from the east} Oy, Magz 
came from the eastern countries. “ The Jews believed 
that there were prophets in the kingdom of Sada and 
Arabia, who were of the posterity of Abraham by 
Keturah; and that they taught in the name of God, 
what they had received in tradition from the mouth of 
Abraham.” —Waurrsy. ‘That many Jews were mixed 
with this people there is little doubt ; and that these 
eastern magi, or philosophers, astrologers, or whatever 
else they were, might have been originally of that class, 
there is room to believe. These, knowing the promise 
of the Messiah, were now, probably, like other believ- 
ing Jews, waiting for the consolation of Israel. The 
Persic translator renders the Greek Mayo: by pliwese 


mejooseean, which properly signifies a worshipper of 
fire ; and from which we have our word magician. It is 
very probable that the ancient Persians, who were con- 
sidered as worshippers of fire, only honoured it as the 
symbolical representation of the Deity ; and, seeing this 
unusual appearance, might consider it as a sign that 
the God they worshipped was about to manifest him- 
self among men. ‘Therefore they say, We have seen 
his star—and are come to worship him ; but it is most 
likely that the Greeks made their Mayo: magi, which 
we translate wise men, from the Persian & mogh, 
and had moghan, which the Kushuf ul Loghat, a very 
eminent Persian lexicon, explains by Cums (joo! 
atush perest, a worshipper of fire ; which the Persians 
suppose all the inhabitants of Ur in Chaldea were, 
among whom the Prophet Abraham was brought up. 
The Mohammedans apply this title by way of derision 
to Christian monks in.their associate capacity ; and by 
a yet stronger catachresis, they apply it to a tavern, 
and the people that frequent it. Also, to ridicule in 
the most forcible manner the Christian priesthood, they 
call the tavern-keeper lee Beet peert Mughan, the 
priest, or chief of the idolaters. It is very probable 
that the persons mentioned by the evangelist were a 
sort of astrologers, probably of Jewish extraction, that 
they lived in Arabia Felix, and, for the reasons above 
given, came to worship their new-born sovereign. It 
is worthy of remark, that the Anglo-saxon translates 
the word Mayor by tungal-picezan, which signifies astro- 
logers, from cungol, a star or planet, and piten, to 
know or understand. 

Verse 2. We have seen his star] Having discovered 
an unusual luminous appearance or meteor in the 
heavens, supposing these persons to have been Jews, 
and knowing the prophecies relative to the redemption 
of Israel, they probably considered this to be the star 


mentioned by Balaam, Num. xxiv. 17. See the 
note there. 
In the east) Ev tn avatodan, At its rise. Avatoan 


and dvoun are used in the New Testament for east 


and west. 
48 


Herod inquires where 


hs SR And when he had gathered all 


An. Olymp. ‘the chief priests and ® scribes of 
Pet he people together, he demanded 


of them where Christ should be born. 


£2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. 


To worship him.] Or, To do him homage 3 Tpoo- 
kvvyoat avto. The word mpookvvew, which is com- 
pounded of xpoc, to, and xvwv, a dog, signifies to crouch 
and fawn like a dog at his master’s feet. It means, to 
prostrate oneself to another, according to the eastern 
custom, which is still in use. In this act, the person 
kneels, and puts his head between his knees, his fore- 
head at the same time touching the ground. It was 
used to express both civil and religious reverence. In 
Hindostan, religious homage is paid by prostrating the 
body at full length, so that the two knees, the two 
hands, forehead, nose, and cheeks all touch the earth 
at the same time. ‘This kind of homage is paid also 
to great men. Avyrrn AxBERY, Vol. ili. p. 227. 

As to what is here called a star, some make it a 
meteor, others a luminous appearance like an Aurora 
Borealis; others a comet! ‘There is no doubt, the 
appearance was very striking: but it seems to have 
been a simple meteor provided for the occasion. See 
on ver. 9. 

Verse 3. When Herod—heard these things, he 
was troubled] Herod’s consternation was probably oc- 
casioned by the agreement of the account of the magi, 
with an opinion predominant throughout the east, and 
particularly in Judea, that some great personage would 
soon make his appearance, for the deliverance of Israel 
from their enemies ; and would take upon himself uni- 
versal empire. 

Suetonius and Tacrrus, two Roman historians, 
mention this. Their words are very remarkable :— 

Percrebuerat Oriente toto, vetus et constans opinio, 
esse in fatis, ut eo tempore Juded profecti rerum poti- 
rentur. Id de imperatore Romano, quantum eventu 
postea predictum patuit, Judai ad se trahentes, rebel- 
lérunt. Sustron. Vresp. ‘An ancient and settled 
persuasion prevailed throughout the east, that the 
fates had decreed some to proceed from Judea, who 
should attain universal empire. This persuasion, which 
the event proved to respect the Roman emperor, the 
Jews applied to themselves, and therefore rebelled.” 

The words of Tacitus are nearly similar :— 

Pluribus persuasio inerat, antiquis sacerdotum literis 
continert, eo wso tempore fore, ut valesceret Oriens, 
profectique Judea rerum potwentur. Que ambages 
Vespasianum ac Titum praedixerant. 

“Many were persuaded, that it was contained in the 
ancient books of their priests, that at that very time 
the east should prevail: and that some should proceed 
from Judea and possess the dominion. It was Vespa- 
sian and Titus that these ambiguous prophecies pre- 
dicted.” Histor. v. 

Verse 4 The chief priests] Not only the high priest 
for the time being, called wx1n {72 cohen ha-rosh, 2 
Kings xxv. 18, and his deputy, called niws 1713 cohen 
mishneh, with those who had formerly borne the high 
vriest’s office; but also, the chiefs or heads of the 
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Christ should be born 


5 And they said unto him, ae NS 
In Bethlehem of Judea: for An: Olymp. 


: : . XCIV. 1. 
thus it is written by the pro- 


phet, 


& 2 Chron. xxxiv. 13; 1 Mac. v. 42; vii. 12.— Mal. u. 7. 


twenty-four sacerdotal families, which David distri- 
buted into so many courses, 1 Chron. xxiv. ‘These 
latter are styled DNDN W sarey ha-cohanim, chief of 
the priests, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14; Ezra vin. 24; and 
Onan ws roshey ha-cohanim, heads of the priests, 
Neh. xii. 7. Josephus calls them by the same name 
as the writers of the New Testament. In his Life, 
sect. 8, he mentions toAAovc—rov Apyispewv, MANY of 
the chief priests. The word is used in the singular in 
this last sense, for a chief of the priests, Acts xix. 14. 

Scribes| The word Tpayzareve, in the Septuagint, 
is used for a political officer, whose business it was to 
assist kings and civil magistrates, and to keep an ac 
count in writing of public acts and occurrences. Suck. 
an officer is called in Hebrew Joon SDD seper ha- 
melech, 6 ypaupareve Tov Bactrewc, the king’s scribe, or 
secretary. See LXX. 2 Kings xii. 10. 

The word is often used by the LXX. for a man of 
learning, especially for one skilled in the Mosaic law: 
and, in the same sense, it is used by the New Testa- 
ment writers. Ipaypareve is therefore to be understood 
as always implying a man of letters, or learning, ca- 
pable of instructing the people. The derivation of 
the names proves this to be the genuine meaning of the 
word ypayya: a letter, or character, in writing: or 
ypaypata, letters, learning, erudition, and especially 
that gained from books. The Hebrew 75w or Dw 
sopher, from saphar, to tell, count, cypher, signifies 
both a book, volume, roll, &c., and a notary, recorder, 
or historian; and always signifies a man of learning. 
We often term sucha person a man of letters. 

The word is used Acts xix. 35, for a civil magistrate 
at Ephesus, probably such a one as we would term 
recorder. It appears that Herod at this time gathered 
the whole Sanhedrin, in order to get the fullest infor- 
mation on a subject by which all his jealous fears had 
been alarmed. 

Verse 5. In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet] As there have been several con- 
fused notions among the Jews, relative not only to the 
Messiah, and his character, but also to the time of his 
birth, it may be necessary to add, to what has already 
been said on this subject, the following extracts from 
the Talmudists and Gemarists, quoted by Licurroor. 
At the close of a long dissertation on the year of our 
Lord’s birth, (which he places in the 35th of the reign 
of Herod, not the last or 37th as above,) he says: 
“Tt will not be improper here to produce the Gemarists 
themselves openly confessing that the Messias had been 
born, a good while ago before their times. For so 
they write: After this the children of Israel shall be 
converted, and shall inquire after the Lord their Ged, 
and David their king: Hos. iii. 5. Our rabbins say, 
That is King Messias, If he be among the living, his 
name is David, or if dead, David is his name. R. 
Tanchum said, Thus I prove it: He showeth mercy 
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Bethlehem of Judah 

ety, fk 6 ‘And thou Bethlehem, zn the 

Abe Pim. land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: 


for 


i Mic. v. 2; John vii. 42; Luke ii, 4— Rev. ii. 27. 


to David his Messiah. (Psalm xviii. 50.) R. Joshua 
ben Levi saith, His name is W¥ tsemach, a Branch. 
(Zech. iii. 8.) R. Juban bar Arbu saith, His name 
as Menahem. (That is, rapaxAnroc, the Comforter.) 
‘And that which happened to a certain Jew, as he was 
ploughing, agreeth with this business. A certain 
Arabian travelling, and hearing the ox bellow, said to 
the Jew at plough, O Jew, loose thy oxen, and loose 
thy ploughs, for behold! the temple is laid waste. 
The ox belloweth the second time; the Arabian saith to 
him, O Jew, Jew, yoke thy owen, and fit thy ploughs : 
srw 299 ty Nm For behold! King Messiah is 
born. But, saith the Jew, What is his name? Mena- 
hem, saith he (i. e. the Comforter.) And what is the 
name of his Father? Hezekiah, saith the Arabian. 
To whom the Jew, But whence is He? -The other 
answered, From the palace of the king of Bethlehem 
Judah. Away he went, and sold his oxen and his 
ploughs, and became a seller of infants’ swaddling 
clothes, going about from town to town. When he 
came to that city, (Bethlehem,) all the women bought of 
him, but the mother of Menahem bought nothing. He 
heard the voice of the women saying, O thou mother 
of Menahem, thou mother of Menahem, carry thy 
son the things that are here sold. But she replied, 
May the enemies of Israel be strangled, because on 


the day that he was born, the temple was laid waste.- 


To whom he said, But we hoped, that as it was laid 
waste at his feet, so at his feet it would be built again. 
She saith, I have no money. To whom he replied, 
But why should this be prejudicial to him? Carry 
him what you buy here, and if you have no money to- 
day, after some days I will come back and recewe tt. 
After some days, he returned to that city, and saith 
to her, How does the little infant? And she said, 
From the time you saw me last, spirits and tempests 
came, and snatched him away out of my hands. R. 
Bon saith, What need have we to learn from an Ara- 
bian? Is it not plainly written, And Lebanon shall 
fall before the powerful one? (Isa. x. 34.) And what 
follows after? A branch shall come out of the root 
of Jesse. (Isa. xi. 1.) 

“The Babylonian doctors yield us a confession not 
very unlike the former: R. Charinah saith: After four 
hundred years are passed from the destruction of the 
temple, if any one shall say to you, Take to thyself 
for one penny a field worth a thousand pence, do not 
take it. And again, After four thousand two hundred 
thirty and one years from the creation of the world, 
if any shall say to you, Take for a penny a field 
worth a thousand pence, take it not. The gloss is, 
For that is the time of redemption, and you shall be 
brought back to the holy mountain, to the inheritance 
of your fathers; why, therefore, should you misspend 
your penny ? 

“You may fetch the reason of this calculation, if 
you have leisure, out of the tract Sanhedrin. The 
tradition of the school of Elias, the world is to last 

1 


CHAP. Il. 


our Lord's birth-place. 


out of thee shall come a Governor, 4,M- 4001. 


that shall !rule my people Israel. An. Olymp. 
“7 Then m Herod, when he had CXCIV. 1. 


1 Or, feed. 


m Psa. ii. 1, &c.; Acts iv. 25, &c. 


six thousand years, &c. Andalittle after, Elias said 
to Rabh Judah, The world shall last not less than erghty- 
five jubilees: and in the last jubilee shall the Son of 
David come. He saith to him, Whether in the begin- 
ning of it, or in the end2 He answered him, I know 
not. Whether is this whole time to be finished first, 
or not2 He answered him, I know not. But Rabh 
Asher asserts, that he answered thus, Until then, expect 
him not, but from thence expect him. Hear your own 
countrymen, O Jew! How many centuries of years 
are passed by and gone from the eighty-fifth jubilee of 
the world, that is, the year MMMMCCL, and yet the 
Messias of your expectation is not yet come! 

“ Daniel’s weeks had so clearly defined the time of 
the true Messias, his coming, that the minds of the 
whole nation were raised into the expectation of him. 
Hence, it was doubted of the Baptist, whether he were 
not the Messias, Luke ii. 15. Hence it was, that the 
Jews are gathered together from all countries unto 
Jerusalem, Acts li., expecting and coming to see, be- 
cause at that time the term of revealing the Messias, 
that had been prefixed by Daniel, was come. Hence 
it was that there was so great a number of false Christs, 
Matt. xxiv. 5, &c., taking the occasion of their im- 
postures hence, that now the time of that great expec- 
taion was at hand, and fulfilled: and in one word, 
They thought the kingdom of God should presently 
appear, Luke xix. 11. 

“ But when those times of expectation were past, 
nor did such a Messias appear as they expected, (for 
when they saw the true Messias, they would not see 
him,) they first broke out into various, and those wild, 
conjectures of the time; and at length, all those con- 
jectures coming to nothing, all ended in this curse 
(the just cause of their eternal blindness) jn nan 
Psp awn bw, May their soul be confounded who 
compute the times!” They were fully aware that the 
time foretold by the prophets must be long since ful- 
filled ; and that their obstinacy must be confounded by 
their own history, and the chronology of their own 
Scriptures; and therefore they have pronounced an 
anathema on those who shall attempt to examine, by 
chronological computations, the prophecies that predict 
his coming. Who can conceive a state of wilful blind- 
ness or determined obstinacy superior to this! 

Verse 6. And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda} 
To distinguish it from Bethlehem, in the tribe of Ze- 
bulon. Josh. xix. 15. See on ver. 1. 

Art not the least] In Micah v. 2, it isread, Though 
thou be little—nynb Vypy tsair lehayoth, little to be. 
Houbigant, struck with the oddness of the construc- 
tion of the Hebrew, by dividing the last word, and 
making a small change in two of the letters, makes 
the prophet agree with the evangelist, nn xo yyy 
tsdir lo hayita, thou art not the least. Several learned 
men are of opinion, that the copy from which St. 
Matthew quoted had the text in this way. However, 
some MSS. of very good note, among which is the 
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The wise men find Christ, 


a... privily called the wise men, inquir- 


a chee. ed of them diligently, what time 

—__ the star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 
Go and search diligently for the young child ; 
and when ye have found him, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship him also. 

9 § When they had heard the king, they 
departed ; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy. 

11 § And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with Mary 


2] Kings xix. 2; chap. xxi. 19; Job v. 12; Isa. xliv. 25. 


Codex Beza, have py edaytorn et, for ovdanwe e2aytoTn 
et, Art thou not the least? This reconciles the pro- 
phet and evangelist without farther trouble. See 
the authorities for this reading in Griesbach and Wet- 
stein. 

Among the princes of Juda] In Micah vy. 2, it is, 
the thousands of Judah. ‘There is much reason to 
believe that each tribe was divided into small portions 
ealled thousands, as in England certain small divisions 
of counties are called hundreds. For the proof of the 
first, the reader is referred to Judg. vi. 15, where, in- 
stead of my FAMILY is poor in Manasseh, the Hebrew 
is, my THOUSAND (59x) is the meanest in Manasseh: 
and to 1 Sam..x. 19, Present yourselves before the 
Lord by your Tripes and by your rHousanps: and to 
1 Chron. xii. 20, Captains of the THousanps of Ma- 
nasseh. Now these rHousanps being petty govern- 
ments, Matthew renders them by the word nyexoc.w, 
because the word princes or governors was more in- 
telligible in the Greek tongue than thousands, though, 
in this case, they both signify the same. See Wake- 
field. 

That shall rule my people Israel.| Oortcg roimaver, 
Who shall rreD my people. ‘That is as a shepherd 
feeds his flock. Among the Greeks, kings are called, 
by Homer, Aawy xoimevec, shepherds of the people. 
This appellation probably originated from the pastoral 
employment, which kings and patriarchs did not blush 
to exercise in the times of primitive simplicity; and it 
might particularly refer to the case of David, the great 
type of Christ, who was a keeper of his father’s sheep, 
before he was raised to the throne of Israel. As the 
government of a good king was similar to the care a 
good shepherd has of his flock, hence wouunv signified 
both shepherd and king ; and rouawe, to feed and to 
rule among the ancient Greeks. 

Verse 8. That I may come and worship him also.} 
See ver, 2, and on Gen, xvii. 3, and Exod. iv. 31. 
What exquisite hypocrisy was here! He only wished 
to find out the child that he might murder him; but 
see how that God who searches the heart prevents the 
designs of wicked men from being accomplished ! 

Verse 9, Inthe east] Or, at its rise, See ver. 2. 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


and offer him gifts 


his mother, and fell down, and wor- 4,M- #00). 


shipped him: and when they had pens 
opened their treasures, ® they ° pre- 

sented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, 
and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God ?in a dream, 
that they should not return to Herod, they de 
parted into their own country another way. 

13 And when they were departed, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in 
a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young 
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt; 
and be thou there until [ bring thee word: for 
Herod will seck the young child to destroy 
him. 


© Or, offered ; Psa. Ixxii. 10; Isa. lx. 6——P Chap. i. 20. 


Stood over where the young child was.| Super caput 
pueri, Over the head of the child, as the Opus Imprr- 
FEcTUM, on this place, has it. See Griesbach’s Var. 
Lect. So it appears to have been a simple luminous 
meteor in a star-like form, and at a very short dis- 
tance from the ground, otherwise it could not have 
ascertained the place where the child lay. But the 
last quoted reading, from the Opus Imperfectum, jus- 
tifies the opinion that the luminous appearance which 
had hitherto directed them now encompassed the head 
ot tne child; and probably this gave the first idea to 
the ancient painters, of representing Christ in the man- 
ger, with a glory surrounding his head. This glory, 
or nimbus, is usually given also to saints-and eminent 
persons, especially in the Roman Church, by all Ro- 
man Catholic painters. 

Verse 11. They presented unto him gifts] The peo- 
ple of the east never approach the presence of kings 
and great personages, Without a present in their hands. 
This custom is often noticed in the Old Testament, 
and still prevails in the east, and i some of the newly 
discovered South Sea Islands. 

Gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.| Some will 
have these gifts to be emblematic of the Divinity, 
regal office, and manhood of Christ. “ They offered 
him incense as their God; gold as their king; and 
myrrh, as united to a human body, subject to suffering 
and death.” Aurum, thus, myrrham, regique, DEO, 
HOMINIQUE, dona ferunt. Juvencus. Rather, they 
offered him the things which were in most esteem 
among themselves; and which were productions of 
their own country. The gold was probably a very 
providential supply, as on it, it is likely, they subsisted 
while in Ecypt. 

Verse 13, Flee into Egypt] Many Jews had set- 
tled in Egypt; not only those who had fled thither in 
the time of Jeremiah, see chap. xlviii.; but many 
others who had settled there also, on account of the 
temple which Onias IV. had built at Heliopolis 
Those who could speak the Greek tongue enjoyed 
many advantages in that country: besides, they had 
the Greek version of the Septuagint, which had been 
translated nearly 300 years before this time. Egypt 

1 


Herod slays the 

Ail «14 When he arose, he took the 

cx cine. young child and his mother by night, 
and departed into Egypt; 

15 And was there until the death of Herod : 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying, 4 Out of 
Egypt have I called my son. 

16 4% Then Herod, when he saw that he 
was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the chil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 
coasts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had diligently 
inquired of the wise men. 

17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken 
by * Jeremy the prophet, saying, 


18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamen- 


a Hos. xi. 1. 


was now a Roman province, and the rage of Herod 
could not pursue the holy family to this place. There 
is an apocryphal work in Arabic, called the Gospel of 


the infancy, which pretends to relate all the acts of | 


Jesus and Mary while in Egypt. I have taken the 
pains to read this through, and have found it to be a 
piece of gross superstition, having nothing to entitle it 
to a shadow of credibility. 

Verse 15. Out of Egypt have I called my son.] 
This is quoted from Hos. xi. 1, where the deliverance 
of Israel, and that only, is referred to. But as that 
deliverance was extraordinary, it is very likely that it 
had passed into a proverb, so that “ Out of Egypt have 
I called my son,” might have been used to express 
any signal deliverance. I confess, I can see no other 
reference.it can have to the case in hand, unless we 
suppose, which is possible, that God might have refer- 
_ red to this future bringing up of his son Jesus from 
Egypt, under the type of the past deliverance of Israel 
from the same land. Midrash Tehillin, on Psalm iu. 
7, has these remarkable words: I will publish a de- 
cree: this decree has been published in the Law, in 
the Prophets, and in the Hagiographia. In the Law, 
Israel is my first-born son: Exod. iv. 22. In the 
Prophets, Behold, my servant shall deal prudently : 
Isa. lili. 138. In the Hagiographia, The Lord said 
unto my lord: Psa. cx. 1. All these passages the 
Jews refer to the Messiah. See Schoettgen. 

Verse 16. Slew all the children] This cruelty of 
Herod seems alluded to in very decisive terms by 
Macrobius, who flourished toward the conclusion of 
the fourth century. In his chapter De jocis Augusti 
in alios, et aliorum rursus in ipsum, he says, Cum au- 
disset inter pueros, quos in Syria Herodes, rex Jude- 
orum, intra bimatum jussit interfici, filium quoque ejus 
occisum, ait, Melius est Herodis porcuM esse, guam 
ritium. ‘ When he heard that among those male in- 
fants about two years old, which Herod, the king of 
the Jews, ordered to be slain in Syria, one of his sons 
was also murdered, he said: ‘It is better to be Herod’s 
Hoe than his son.’” Saturn. lib. ii. c. 4. The point 

is 


ad 


CHAP. ‘Il. 


children of Bethlehem. 


tation, and weeping, and great A.M 4001. 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her re ‘lpm, 
children, and would not be com- 2*°'" 
forted, because they are not. 

19 J But when Herod was 4..M: cir. 4003. 
dead, behold, an angel of the re Olymp. 
Lord appeareth in a dream to Jo- ingle 
seph in Egypt, 

20 Saying, Arise, and take the young ‘child 
and his mother, and go into the land of Israel : 
for they are dead, which sought the young 
child’s life. 

21 And he arose, and took the young child 
and his mother, and came into the land of 
Israel. " 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus did 
reign in Judea, in the room of his father 


r Jer. xxxi. 15. 


of this saying consists in this, that Herod, professing 
Judaism, his religion forbade his killing swine, or hav- 
ing any thing to do with their flesh; therefore his hog 
would have been safe, where his son lost his life. 

Verse 18. In Rama was there a voice heard| These 
words, quoted from Jer. xxxi. 15, were originally 
spoken concerning the captivity of the ten tribes ; but 
are here elegantly applied to the murder of the inno- 
cents at Bethlehem. Asif he had said, Bethlehem 
at this time resembled Rama; for as Rachel might be 
said to weep over her children, which were slaugh- 
tered or gone into captivity ; so in Bethlehem, the 
mothers lamented bitterly their children, because they 
were slain. The word Ypyvoc, lamentation is omitted 
by the Codd. Vatic. Cypr. one of Selden’s MSS. the 
Syriac, Arabic, Persic, Aithiopic, all the Itala, (except 
that in the Cod. Beze,) Vulgate, and Saxon, several 
of the fathers, and above all Jeremiah, chap. xxxi. 15, 
from which it is quoted. Griesbach leaves it in the 
text with a note of doubtfulness. This mourning may 
refer to cases far from uncommon in the east, where 
all the children have been massacred. The lamenta- 
tions of a Hindoo mother for her child are loud and 
piercing ; and it is almost impossible to conceive of a 
scene more truly heart-rending than that of a whole 
town of such mothers wailing over their massacred 
children. See Warp. 

Verse 20. They are dead] Both Herod and Anti- 
pater his son; though some think the plural is here 
used for the singular, and that the death of Herod 
alone is here intended. But as Herod’s son Antipater 
was at this time heir apparent to the throne, and he 
had cleared his way to it by procuring the death of 
both his elder brothers, he is probably alluded to here, 
as doubtless he entered into his father’s designs. 
Tuey are dead—Antipater was put to death by his 
father’s command, five days before this execrable ty- 
rant went to his own place. See Josephus, Antiq 
Klee 1 Misuev lag Os 

Verse 22. When he heard that Archelaus did ~eign] 
Herod, having put Antipater his eldest son to death, 
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The holy family return from 


A.M. cir. 4003. 
B. C. cir. 2. 
An. Olymp. 
CXCIV. 2 


Herod, he was afraid to go 
thither: notwithstanding, being 
2 ewarned xof “God: insiaysdream, 
he turned aside ‘into the parts of Gali- 
lee: 


s Chap. iii. 13; Luke il. 39. 


altered his will, and thus disposed of his dominions : 
he gave the tetrarchy of Galilee and Petrea to his son 
Antipas; the tetrarchy of Gaulonitis, Trachonitis, 
Batanea, and Paneadis, to his son Philip; and left the 
kingdom of Judea to his eldest remaining son, Arche- 
laus. This son partook of the cruel and blood-thirsty 
disposition of his father: at one of the passovers, he 
caused three thousand of the people to be put to death 
in the temple and city. For his tyranny and cruelty, 
Augustus deprived him ef the government, and ban- 
ished him. His character considered, Joseph, with 
great propriety, forbore to settle under /zs jurisdiction. 

He turned aside into the parts of Galilee] Here 
Antipas governed, who is allowed to have been of 
a comparatively mild disposition ; and, being intent on 
building two cities, Julias and Tiberias, he endeavour- 
ed, by a mild carriage and promises of considerable 
immunities, to entice people from other provinces to 
come and settle in them. He was besides in a state 
of enmity with his brother Archelaus: this was a 
most favourable circumstance to the holy family ; and 
though God did not permit them to go to any of the 
new cities, yet they dwelt in peace, safety, and com- 
fort at Nazareth. 

Verse 23. That it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets! It is difficult to ascer- 
tain by what prophets this was spoken. The margin 
usually refers to Judg. xii. 5, where the angel, fore- 
telling the birth of Samson, says, No razor shall come 
upon his head ; for the child shall be a NazarivTE (V1) 
nezir) unto God from the womb. The second passage 
usually referred to is Isa. xi. 1: There shall come 
forth a rod from the stem of Jesse, and a BRANCH 
(081 netser) shall grow out of his roots. That this 
refers to Christ, there is no doubt. Jeremiah, chap. 
Xxiiil. 5, is supposed to speak in the same language— 
LI will raise unto David a righteous BRANCH: but here 
the word is MD¥ tsemach, not VW) netser; and it is 
the same in the parallel place, Zech. iii. 8; vi. 12; 
therefore, these two prophets cannot be referred to; 
but the passages in Judges and Isaiak may have been 
in the eye of the evangelist, as well as the whole 
institution relative to the Nazarite (11) nezir) deliver- 
ed at large, Num. vi., where see the notes. As the 
Nazarite was the most pure and perfect institution 
under the law, it is possible that God intended to point 
out by it, not only the perfection of our Lord, but also 
the purity of his followers. And it is likely that, be- 
fore St. Matthew wrote this Gospel, those afterwards 
called Christians bore the appellation of Nazarites, 
or Nazoreans, for so the Greek word, Nafwpatoc, should 
be written. Leaving the spiritual reference out of the 
question, the Nazarene or Nazorean here may mean 
simply an inhabitant or person of Nazareth; as Gali- 
lean does a person or inhabitant of Galilee. The 
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Egypt, and settle at Nazareth 


23 And he came and dwelt in ms 
a city called *Nazareth; that An, Olymp. 
it might be fulfilled * which was *"" 
spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a 
Nazarene. 


t John 1. 45. u Judg. xiii. 5; 1 Sam. i. 11. ‘ 


evangelist evidently designed to state, that neither the 
sojourning at Nazareth, nor our Lord being called a 
Nazarene, were fortuitous events, but were wisely de- 
termined and provided for in the providence of God; 
and therefore foretold by inspired men, or fore-repre- 
sented by significant institutions. 

But how shall we account for the manner in which 
St. Matthew and others apply this, and various other 
circumstances, to the fulfilment of ancient traditions ? 
This question has greatly agitated divines and critics 
for more than a century. Surenhustus, Hebrew pro- 
fessor at Amsterdam, and editor of a very splendid and 
useful edition of the Mishna, in six vols. fol. publish- 
ed an express treatise on this subject, in 1713, full of 
deep research and sound criticism. He remarks great 
difference in the mode of quoting used in the Sacred 
Writings: as, It hath been said—uit is written—that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets 
—the Scripture says—see what 1s said—the Scrip- 
ture foreseeing—he saith—is it not written 2—the 
saying that is written, &c., &c. With great pains and 
industry, he has collected ten rules out of the Talmud 
and the rabbins, to explain and justify all the quota- 
tions made from the Old Testament in the New. 2 

Rute I. Reading the words, not according to the 
regular vowel points, but to others substituted for 
them. He thinks this is done by Peter, Acts ili. 22, 
235; by Stephen, Acts vil. 42, &c.; and by Paul, 
1*Cor. xv. 54% (2 Cer. vin, £5. 

Rore II. Changing the letters, as done by St. 
Paul, Rom. ix. 33; 1 Cor. ix. 9, &c.; Heb. viii. 9, 
&e.; Heb. x. 5. 

Rue III. Changing both letters and vowel points, 
as he supposes is done by St. Paul, Acts xiii. 40, 41; 
2 Cor. viii. 15. 

Rute IV. Adding some letters, and retrenching 
others. 

Rute V. Transposing words and letters. 

Rute VI. Dividing one word into two. 

Rote VII. Adding other words to make the sense 
more clear. 

Rute VIII. Changing the original order of the 
words. 

Roxe IX. Changing the original order, and adding 
other words. 

Rute X. Changing the original order, and adding 
and retrenching words, which he maintains is a method 
often used by St. Paul. a 

Let it be observed, that although all these rules are 
used by the rabbins, yet, as far as they are employed 
by the sacred writers of the New Testament, they 
never, in any case, contradict what they quote from the 
Old, which cannot be said of the rabbins: they only 
explain what they quote, or accommodate the passage 
to the facts then in question. And who will venture 
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to say that the Holy Spirit has not a right, in any sub- 
sequent period, to explain and illustrate his own mean- 
ing, by showing that it had a greater extension in the 
Divine mind than could have been then perceived by 
ment And has He not a right to add to what he has 
formerly said, if it seem right in his own sight? Is 
not the whole of the New Testament, an addition to 
the Old, as the apostolic epistles are to the narrative 
of our Lord’s life and acts, as given by the evange- 
lists 2 

Gusset, Wolf, Rosenmuller, and others, give four 
rules, according to which, the phrase, that it might be 
fulfilled, may be applied in the New Testament. 

Rute I. When the thing predicted is literally ac- 
complished. 

Rute II. When that is done, of which the Scrip- 
ture has spoken, not in a literal sense, but in a spiritual 
sense. 

Rute III. When a thing is done neither in a iteral 
nor spiritual sense, according to the fact referred to in 
the Scripture ; but is simzlar to that fact. 

Rute IV. When that which has been mentioned in 
the Old Testament as formerly done, is accomplished 
in a larger and more extensive sense in the New Tes- 
tament. 

St. Matthew seems to quote according to all these 
rules ; and it will be useful to the reader to keep them 
constantly in view. I may add here, that the writers 
of the New Testament seem often to differ from those 
of the Old, because they appear uniformly to quote 
from some copy of the Septuagint version; and most 
of their quotations agree verbally, and often even /it- 
erally, with one or other of the copies of that version 
which subsist to the present day. Want of attention 
to the difference of copies, in the Septuagint version, 
has led some divines and critics into strange and even 
ridiculous mistakes, as they have taken that for THE 
Sepruacinr which existed in the printed copy before 
them; which sometimes happened not to be the most 
correct. 


On the birth-place of our Lord, a pious and sensible 
man has made the following observations :— 

“ At the first sight, it seems of little consequence 
to know the place of Christ’s nativity ; for we should 
consider him as our Redeemer, whatever the circum- 
stances might be which attended his mortal life. But, 
seeing it has pleased God to announce, beforehand, 
the place where the Saviour of the world should be 
born, it became necessary that it should happen pre- 
cisely in that place; and that this should be one of 
the characteristics whereby Jesus Christ should be 
known to be the true Messiah. 

“ Tt is also a matter of small importance to us where 
we may live, provided we find genuine happiness.— 
There is no place on earth, however poor and despica- 

Vor. I. ( 4 ) 


CHAP. II. 


birth-place of our Saviour. 


ble, but may have better and more happy inhabitants 
than many of those are who dwell in the largest and 
most celebrated cities. Do we know a single place 
on the whole globe where the works of God do not 
appear under a thousand different forms, and where a 
person may not feel that blessed satisfaction which 
arises from a holy and Christian life? For an indi- 
vidual, that place is preferable to all others where he 
can get and do most good. For a number of people, 
that place is best where they can find the greatest 
number of wise and pious men. Every nation de- 
clines, in proportion as virtue and religion lose their 
influence on the minds of the inhabitants. The place 
where a young man first beheld the dawn and the 
beauty of renewed nature, and with most lively sen- 
sations of joy and gratitude adored his God, with all 
the veneration and love his heart was capable of; the 
place where a virtuous couple first met, and got ac- 
quainted ; or where two friends gave each other the 
noblest proofs of their most tender affection; the village 
where one may have given, or seen, the most remarka- 


[ble example of goodness, uprightness, and patience ; 


such places, I say, must be dear to their hearts. 

“ Bethlehem was, according to this rule, notwith- 
standing its smallness, a most venerable place ; seeing 
that there so many pious people had their abode, and 
that acts of peculiar piety had often been performed in 
it. First, the patriarch Jacod stopped some time in it, 
to erect a monument to his well-beloved Rachel. It 
was at Bethlehem that honest Naomi, and her modest 
daughter-in-law, Ruth, gave such proofs of their faith 
and holiness ; and in it Boaz, the generous benefactor, 
had his abode and his possessions. At Bethlehem the 
humble Jesse sojourned, the happy father of so many 
sons; the youngest of whom rose from the pastoral 
life to the throne of Israel. It was in this country 
that David formed the resolution of building a house 
for the Lord, and in which he showed himself the 
true shepherd and father of his subjects, when, at the 
sight of the destroying angel, whose sword spread con- 
sternation and death on all hands, he made interces- 
sion for his people. It was in Bethlehem that Ze- 
rubbabel the prince was born, this descendant of David, 
who was the type of that Ruler and Shepherd under 
whose empire Israel is one day to assemble, in order 
to enjoy uninterrupted happiness. Lastly, in this city 
the Son of God appeared ; who, by his birth, laid the 
foundation of that salvation, which, as Redeemer, he 
was to purchase by his death for the whole world.— 
Thus, in places which from their smallness are entitled 
to little notice, men sometimes spring, who become the 
benefactors of the human race. Often, an inconsider- 
able village has given birth to a man, who, by his wis- 
dom, uprightness, and heroism, has been a blessing to 
whole kingdoms.” 

Sturm’s Reflections, translated by A. C. vol iv. 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


to preach and baptize 


CHAPTER III. : 


John the Baptist begins to preach, 1. 
food, 4. The success of his ministry, 5, 6. 
the judgments of God against the impenitent, 10. 
He baptizes Christ in Jordan, 
from heaven, 16, 17. 


A. M. 4030. Rb b, 
sp ge, ~[N those days came John the 
Baptist, preaching "in the wilder- 

ness of Judea, 


a Mark i. 4, 15; Luke iii. 2,3; John i. 28.—— Josh. xiv. 10. 


» NOTES ON CHAP. III. 

Verse 1. John the Baptist] John, surnamed The 
Baptist, because he required those to be baptized who 
professed to be contrite because of their sins, was the 
son of a priest named Zacharias, and his wife Hlisabeth, 
and was born about A. M. 3999, and about six months 
before our blessed Lord. Of his almost miraculous 
conception and birth, we have a circumstantial account 
in the Gospel of Luke, chap. i. to which, and the notes 
there, the reader is requested to refer. For his fide- 
lity in reproving Herod for his incest with his brother 
Philip’s wife, he was cast into prison, no doubt at the 
suggestion of Herodias, the profligate woman in ques- 
tion. He was at last beheaded at her instigation, and 
his head given as a present to Salome, her daughter, 
who, by her elegant dancing, had highly gratified He- 
rod, the paramour of her incestuous mother. His 
ministry was short; for he appears to have been put 
to death in the 27th or 28th year of the Christian 
era. 

Came—preaching] Knpvoowv, proclaiming, as a 
herald, a matter of great and solemn importance to men; 
the subject not his own, nor of himself, but from that 
God from whom alone he had received his commission. 
See on the naiure and importance of the herald’s office, 
at the end of this chapter. Kypvocevv, says Rosenmuller, 
de tis dicitur, qui in PLATEIS, 12 CAMPIS, 27% AERE aperto, 
ut a multis audiantur, vocem tollunt, &e. The verb 
kypvacelv is applied to those who, in the streets, fields, 
and open air, lift up their voice, that they may be heard 
by many, and proclaim what has been committed to 
them by regal or public authority ; as the KERUKES 
among the Greeks, and the PRecoNes among the 
Romans.” 

The wilderness of Judea| That is, the country parts, 
as distinguished from the city; for in this sense the 
word wilderness, 1371) midbar or N37 midbarioth, 
is used among the rabbins. John’s manner of life 
gives no countenance to the eremite or hermit’s life, 

_80 strongly recommended and applauded by the Roman 
Church. 

Verse 2. Repent] Meravoeire. This was the matter 
of the preaching. The verb peravoew is either com- 
pounded of pera, after, and voeww to understand, which 
signifies that, after hearing such preaching, the sinner 
is led to understand, that the way he has walked in 
was the way of misery, death, and hell. Or the word 
may be derived from pera after, and avova, madness, 
which intimates that the whole life of a sinner is no 

50 


The subject of his preaching, 2, 3. 
His exhortation to the Pharisees, 7-9. 

The design of his baptism, and that of Christ, 11, 12. 
13-15; who is attested to be the Messiah by the Holy Spirit, and a voice 


Description of his clothing and 
He denounces 


2 And saying, Repent ye: for 4,™; 40 


c ingdom of heaven is at An. Olymp. 
the ki 8 CCE 2: 
hand. 


¢ Dan. ii. 44; chap. iv. 17; x. 7. 


other than a continued course of madness and folly: 
aud if to live in a constant opposition to all the dictates 
of true wisdom; to wage war with his own best inter- 
ests in time and eternity; to provoke and insult the 
living God; and, by habitual sin, to prepare himself 
only for a state of misery, be evidences of msanity, 
every sinner exhibits them plentifully. It was from 
this notion of the word, that the Latins termed repent- 
ance resipiscentia, a growing wise again, from re and 
sapere; or, according to Tertullian, Resipiscentia, 
quasi receptio mentis ad se, restoring the mind to itself : 
Contra Marcion, lib. ii. Repentance, then, implies 
that a measure of Divine wisdom is communicated to 
the sinner, and that he thereby becomes wise to salva 
tion. That his mind, purposes, opinions, and inclina- 
tions, are changed ; and that, in consequence, there is 
a total change in his conduct. It need scarcely be 
remarked, that, in this state, a man feels deep anguish 
of soul, because he has sinned against God, unfitted 
himself for heaven, and exposed his soul to hell. Hence, 
a true penitent has that sorrow, whereby he forsakes 
sin, not only because it has been ruinous to his own 
soul, but because it has been offensive to God. 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand] Referring to the 
prophecy of Daniel, chap. vil. 13, 14, where the reign 
of Christ among men is expressly foretold. This 
phrase, and the kingdom of God, mean the same thing, 
viz. the dispensation of infinite mercy, and manifesta- 
tion of eternal truth, by Christ Jesus, producing the 
true knowledge of God, accompanied with that worship 
which is pure and holy, worthy of that God who is its 
institutor and its object. But why is this called a hing- 
dom? Because it has its Jaws, all the moral precepts 
of the Gospel: its swbjects, all who believe in Christ 
Jesus: and its king, the Sovereign of heaven and earth. 
N.B. Jesus Christ never saved a soul which he did 
not govern; nor is this Christ precious or estimable to 
any man who does not feel a spirit of subjection to the 
Divine will. 

But why is it called the kingdom of HEaveN? Be- 
cause God designed that his kingdom of grace here 
should resemble the kingdom of glory above. And 
hence our Lord teaches us to pray, Thy will be done 
on earth, as it isin heaven. The kingdom of heaven 
is not meat and drink, says St. Paul, Rom. xiv. Whe 
does not consist in the gratification of sensual passions, 
or worldly ambition ; but is righteousness, peace, and 
joy, in the Holy Ghost. Now what'can there be more 
than this in glory? Righteousness, without mixture of 
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The prophecy concerning John, 
A, M. 4030. 3 For this is he that was spoken 


An, oes a the prophet Esaias, saying, 
e voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, * Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
4 And fthe same John & had his raiment of 
camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his 


@Isa, xl. 3; Mark i. 3; Luke iii. 4; John 1. 23,—— Luke i. 76. 
* Mark i. 6——5 2 Kings 1.8; Zech. xiii. 4. 


sin; peace, without strife or contention; joy, in the 
Holy Ghost, spiritual joy, without mixture of misery ! 
And all this, it is possible, by the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to enjoy here below. How then does 
heaven itself differ from this state? Answer. It makes 
the righteousness eternal, the peace eternal, and the joy 
eternal. This isthe heaven of heavens! The phrase, 
kingdom of heaven, Dw 11992 malcuth shamayim, is 
frequently used by the rabbinical writers, and always 
means, the purity of the Divine worship, and the 
blessedness which a righteous man feels when employ- 
ed in it. 

It is farther added, This kingdom 7s at hand. The 
dispensation of the glorious Gospel was now about to be 
fully opened, and the Jews were to have the first offers 
of salvation. This kingdom is also at hand to us; and 
wherever Christ crucified is preached, there is salva- 
tion to be found. JESUS is proclaimed to thee, O 
man! as infinitely able and willing to save. Believe 
in his name—cast thy soul upon his atonement, and 
enter into rest! 

Verse 3. The voice of one crying in the wilderness] 
Or, A voice of a crier in the wilderness. This is 
quoted from Isa. xl. 3, which clearly proves that John 
the Baptist was the person of whom the prophet spoke. 

The idea is taken from the practice of eastern mo- 
narchs, who, whenever they entered upon an expedi- 
tion, or took a journey through a desert country, sent 
harbingers before them, to prepare all things for their 
passage ; and pioneers to open the passes, to level the 
ways, and to remove all impediments. The officers ap- 
pointed to superintend such preparations were called 
by the Latins, stratores. 

Diodorus’s account of the march of Semzramis into 
Media and Persia, will give us a clear notion of the 
preparation of the way for a royal expedition. “In 
her march to Ecbatane, she came to the Zarcean 
mountain, which, extending many furlongs, and being 
full of craggy precipices and deep hollows, could not be 
passed without making a great compass about. Being 
therefore desirous of leaving an everlasting memorial 
of herself, as well as shortening the way, she ordered 
the precipices to be digged down, and the hollows to be 
filled up ; and, at a great expense, she made a shorter 
and more expeditious road, which, to this day, is call- 
ed from her, The road of Semiramis. Afterwards she 
went into Persia, and all the other countries of Asia, 
subject to her dominion ; and, wherever she went, she 
ordered the mountains and precipices to be levelled, 
raised causeways in the plain country, and, at a great 
expense, made the ways passable.” Drod. Stic. lib. it. 
and Bp. Lowth. 
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loins; and his meat was "locusts — 
and + wild honey. An. Olymp. 
CCI. 2. 


5 9 * Then went out to him Jeru- 
salem, and all Judea, and all the region round 
about Jordan, 

6 'And were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 


4 Ley. xi. 22.——!1 Sam. xiv. 25, 26——* Mark i. 5; Luke iii 
he 1 Acts xix. 4, 18. 


The Jewish Church was that desert country, to 
which John was sent, to announce the coming of the 
Messiah. It was destitute at that time of all religious 
cultivation, and of the spirit and practice of piety ; and 
John was sent to prepare the way of the Lord, by 
preaching the doctrine of repentance. The desert is 
therefore to be considered as affording a proper emblem 
of the rude state of the Jewish Church, which is the 
true wilderness meant by the prophet, and in whieh 
John was to prepare the way of the promised Messiah. 
The awful importance of the matter, and the vehemence 
of the manner of the Baptist’s preaching, probably ac- 
quired him the character of dhe crier, Bowy. 

For the meaning of the word Joun, see the note on 
Mark i. 4. 

Verse 4. His raiment of camel’s hair| A sort of 
coarse or rough covering, which, it appears, was 
common to the prophets, Zech. xiii. 4. In such a 
garment we find Elijah clothed, 2 Kings i. 8. And as 
John had been designed under the name of this 
prophet, Mal. iv. 5, whose spirit and qualifications he 
was to possess, Luke i. 17, he took the same habit, 
and lived in the same state of self-denial. 

His meat was locusts| Axpidec. Axpic may either sig- 
nify the imsect called the locust, which still makes a 
part of the food in the land of Judea; or the top of 
a plant. Many eminent commentators are of the 
latter opinion ; but the first is the most likely. The 
Saxon translator has genpcapan grasshoppers. 

Wild honey.| Such as he got in the rocks and 
hollows of trees, and which abounded in Judea: see 
1 Sam. xiv. 26. It is most likely that the dried 
locusts, which are an article of food in Asiatic coun 
tries to the present day, were fried in the honey, or 
compounded in some manner with it. The Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, as quoted by Epiphanius, 
seems to have taken a similar view of the subject, as 
it adds here to the text, Ov 7 yevowg nv Tov parva, w¢ 
eykpic ev edatw. And its taste was like manna, as a 
sweet cake baked in oul. 

Verse 5. Jordan} Many of the best MSS. and 
versions, with Mark i. 5, add sorauw, the river Jor- 
dan; but the definitive article, with which the word is 
generally accompanied, both in the Hebrew and the 
Greek, is sufficient ; and our article the, which should 
ever be used in the translation, expresses the force of 
the other. 

Verse 6. Were baptized] In what form baptism 
was originally administered, has been deemed a sub 
ject worthy of serious dispute. Were the people 
dipped or sprinkled? for it is certain Barro and 
Banri%o mean both. They were all dipped, say some. 
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in os 7 GY But when he saw many of 


ca Olymp. the Pharisees and Sadducees come 
—“__ to his baptism, he said unto them, 


m Chap. xii. 34; xxiii, 33; Luke ii. 7, 8, 9. 


Can any man suppose that it was possible for John 
to dip all the inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judea, and 
of all the country round about the Jordan? Were 
both men and women dipped, for certainly both came 
to his baptism? This could never have comported 
either with safety or with decency. Were they dip- 
ped in their clothes? This would have endangered 
their lives, if they had not with them change of 
raiment: and as such a baptism as John’s (however 
administered) was, in several respects, a new thing 
in Judea, it is not at all likely that the people would 
come thus provided. But suppose these were dipped, 
which I think it would be impossible to prove, does it 
follow that, in all regions of the world, men and 
women must be dipped, in order to be evangelically 
baptized? In the eastern countries, bathings were 
frequent, because of the heat of the climate, it being 
there so necessary to cleanliness and health; but 
could our climate, or a more northerly one, admit of 
this with safety, for at least three-fourths of the year ? 
We may rest assured that it could not. And may we 
not presume, that if John had opened his commission 
in the north of Great Britain, for many months of the 
year, he would have dipped neither man nor woman, 
unless he could have procured a tepid bath? Those 
who are dipped or immersed in water, in the name of 
the Holy Trinity, I believe to be evangelically bap- 
tized—those who are washed or sprinkled with 
water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, I believe to be equally so; and 
the repetition of such a baptism I believe to be pro- 
fane. Others have a right to believe the contrary, if 
they see good. After all, it isthe thang signified, and 
not the mode, which is the essential part of the sacra- 
ment. See the note on Mark x. 16. 

Confessing their sins.] E&owodoyouuevor, earnestly 
acknowledging that their sins were their own. And 
thus taking the whole blame upon themselves, and 
laying nothing to the charge of Gop or man. This is 
essential to true repentance ; and, till a man take the 
whole blame on himself, he cannot feel the absolute 
need he has of casting his soul on the mercy of God, 
that he may be saved. 

Verse 7. Pharisees] A vety numerous sect among 
the Jews, who, in their origin, were, very probably, a 
pure and holy people. It is likely that they got the 
name of Pharisees, i. e. Separatists, (from wD pha- 
rash, to separate,) from their separating themselves 
from the pollution of the Jewish national worship ; 
and hence, the word in the Anglo-saxon version is 
yundop-halgan, holy persons who stand apart, or by 
themselves: but, in process of time, like all religious 
sects and parties, they degenerated: they lost the 
spirit of their institution, they ceased to recur to first 
principles, and had only the form of godliness, when 
Jesus Christ preached in Judea; for he bore witness, 
that they did make the outside of the cup and platter 
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m() generation of vipers, who hath brs ee 
warned you to flee from *the wrath An, Qlymp. 


to come? 


Rom. v. 9; 1 Thess. i. 10. 
ee aa 
clean—they observed the rules of their institution, 
but the spirit was gone. 

Sadducees] A sect who denied the existence of 
angels and spirits, consequently all Divine influence 
and inspiration, and also the resurrection of the dead. 
The Sadducees of that time were the Materialists and 
Deists of the Jewish nation. When the sect of the 
Pharisees arose cannot be distinctly ascertained ; but 
it is supposed to have been some time after the Baby- 
lonish captivity. The sect of the Sadducees were the 
followers of one Sadok, a disciple of Antigonus So- 
cheus, who flourished about three centuries before 
Christ. There was a third sect among the Jews, 
called the Hssenes or Essenians, of whom J shall have 
occasion to speak on chap. xix. 12. 

Come to his baptism] The Aithiopic version adds 
the word privately here, the translator probably hav- 
ing read AaYpa in his copy, which gives a very re- 
markable turn to the passage. The multitudes, who 
had no worldly interest to support, no character to 
maintain by living in their usual way, came publicly, 
and openly acknowledged that they were sINNERS; and 
stood in need of mercy. The others, who endeavour- 
ed to secure their worldly interests by making a fair 
show in the flesh, are supposed to have come private- 
ly, that they might not be exposed to reproach ; and 
that they might not lose their reputation for wisdom 
and sanctity, which their consciences, under the 
preaching of the Baptist, told them they had no 
right to. See below. 

O generation of vipers] Tevvnuata exytdvav. A 
terribly expressive speech. A serpentine brood, from 
a serpentine stock. As their fathers were, so were 
they, children of the wicked one. ‘This is God’s 
estimate of a sINNER, whether he wade in wealth, or 
soar in fame. 'The Jews were the seed of the ser- 
pent, who should bruise the heel of the woman’s seed, 
and whose head should be bruised by him. 

Who hath warned you] Or, privately shown you. 
Tic urederEev—tfrom vro, under, and decxvupar, to show. 
Does not this seem to allude to the reading of the 
Anthiopic noticed above? They came privately. 
and John may be supposed to address them thus: 
“Did any person give you a private warning? No 
you received your convictions under the pudlic mi- 
nistry of the word. The multitudes of the poor and 
wretched, who have been convinced of sin, have pub- 
licly acknowledged their crimes, and sought merey— 
God will unmask you—you have deceived the people 
—you have deceived yourselves—you must appear just 
what you are; and, if you expect mercy from God, 
act like the penitent multitude, and bring forth rruir 
worthy of repentance. Do not begin to trifle with 
your convictions, by thinking, that because you are 
descendants of Abrabam, therefore you are entitled 
to God’s favour ; God can, out of these stones (point- 
ing probably to those scattered about in the desert, 
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He denounces the judgments CHAP. III. of God against the wicked 

A.M. 4030. 8 Bring forth therefore fruits bringeth not forth good fruit is 4,™. 4030. 

#8 Oya. °meet for repentance: hewn down, and cast into the fire. An. Olymp. 
ez. OL 2. 


9 And think not to say within 
yourselves, P We have Abraham to our father : 
for I say unto you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10 And now also the axe is laid unto the 
root of the trees; ‘therefore every tree which 


° Or, answerable to amendment of life. 
Acts xiii. 26; Rom. iv. 1, 11, 16. 
7,9; John xv. 6. 


P John viii. 33, 39; 
4 Chap. vii. 19; Luke xiii. 


which he appears to have considered as an emblem of 
the Gentiles) raise up a faithful seed, who, though 
not natural descendants of your excellent patriarch, 
yet shall be his worthy children, as being partakers 
of his faith, and friends of his God.” It should be 
added, that the Greek word also signifies plain or 
ample infermation. See on Luke vi. 47. 

The wrath to come?) The desolation which was 
about to fall on the Jewish nation for their wicked- 
ness, and threatened in the last words of their own 
Scriptures. See Mal. iv. 6. Lest I come and smite 
the earth YANT NS (et ha-arets, this very land) with 
a.curse. This wrath or curse was coming: they did 
not prevent it by turning to God, and receiving the 
Messiah, and therefore the wrath of God came upon 
them to the uttermost. Let him that readeth under- 
stand. 

Verse 10. And now also the ave is laid] Or, Even 
now the axe lieth. As if he had said, There is not a 
moment to spare—God is about to cut off every im- 
penitent soul—you must therefore either turn to God 
immediately, or be utterly and finally ruined. It was 
customary with the prophets to represent the Aing- 
doms, nations, and individuals, whose ruin they pre- 
dicted, under the notion of forests and trees, doomed 
to be cutdown. See Jer. xlvi. 22,23; Ezek. xxxi. 3, 
11, 12. The Baptist follows the same metaphor : 
the Jewish nation is the tree, and the Romans the aze, 
which, by the just judgment of God, was speedily to 
cut it down. It has been well observed, that there is 
an allusion here to a woodman, who, having marked 
3 tree for excision, lays his axe at its root, and strips 
off his outer garment, that he may wield his blows 
more powerfully, and that his work may be quickly 
performed. For about sixty years before the coming 
of Christ, this axe had been lying at the root of the 
Jewish tree, Judea having been made a province to 
the Roman empire, from the time that Pompey took 
the city of Jerusalem, during the contentions of the 
two brothers Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, which was 
about sixty-three years before the coming of Christ. 
See Joseph. Antiq. 1. xiv. c. 1-5. But as the coun- 
try might be still considered as in the hands of the 
Jews, though subject to the Romans, and God had 
waited on them now nearly ninety years from the 
above time, expecting them to bring forth fruit, and 
none was yet produced; he kept the Romans as 
an axe, lying at the root of this tree, who were ready 
to cut it down the moment God gave them the com- 
mission. 

1 


11 *I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance: but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear: she shall bap- 


tize you with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire : 


™ Mark i.8; Luke iii. 16; John i. 15, 26, 33; Acts i. 5; xi 
16; xix. 4.——sIsa, iv. 4; xliv.3; Mal. iii.2; Acts ii. 3, 4; 
1 Cor. xii. 13. 


Verse 11. But he that cometh after me] Or, I 
coming after me, who is now on his way, and will 
shortly make his appearance. Jesus Christ began his 
ministry when he was thirty years of age, Luke iii. 
23, which was the age appointed by the law, Num. 
iv. 3. John the Baptist was born about six months 
before Christ; and, as he began his public ministry 
when thirty years of age, then this coming after refers 
to six months after the commencement of John’s pub- 
lic preaching, at which time Christ entered upon his. 

Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear] This say- 
ing is expressive of the most profound Awmility and 
reverence. ‘To put on, take off, and carry the shoes 
of their masters, was, not only among the Jews, but 
also among the Greeks and Romans, the work of the 
vilesi slaves. This is amply proved by Aypke, from 
Arrian, Plutarch, and the Babylonian Talmud. 

With the Holy Ghost, and with fire] That the in- 
fluences of the Spirit of God are here designed, needs 
but little proof. Christ’s religion was to be a spiritual 
religion, and was to have its seat in the heart. Out- 
ward precepts, however well they might describe, could 
not produce inward spirituality. This was the province 
of the Spirit of God, and of it alone; therefore he is 
represented here under the similitude of fire, because 
he was to aluminate and invigorate the soul, penetrate 
every part, and assimilate the whole to the image of 
the God of glory. See on John iu. 5. 

With fire] Kac wup. This is wanting in E. S. 
(two MSS. one of the ninth, the other of the tenth 
century) eight others, and many Hvangelistaria, and 
in some versions and printed editions ; but it is found 
in the parallel place, Luke ili. 16, and in the most au- 
thentic MSS. and versions. It was probably the dif- 
ferent interpretations given of*it by the fathers that 
caused some transcribers to leave it out of their copies. 

The baptism of fire has been differently understood 
among the primitive fathers. Some say, it means the 
tribulations, crosses, and afflictions, which believers in 
Christ are called to pass through. Hence the author 
of the Opus Imperfectum, on Matthew, says, that there 
are three sorts of baptism, 1. that of water; 2. that 
of the Holy Ghost; and, 3. that of tribulations and 
afflictions, represented under the notion of fire. He 
observes farther, that our blessed Lord went through 
these three baptisms: 1. That of water, he received 
from the hands of John. 2. That of the Holy Spirit, 
he received from the Father. And, 3. That of fire, 
he had in his contest with Satan in the desert. St. 
Chrysostom says, it means the superabundant graces 
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An. Olymp. he will throughly purge his floor, 
ee aad gather his wheat into the garner; 
but he will “burn up the chaff with unquench- 


able fire. 
13 9% Then cometh Jesus “from Galilee 


t Mal. iii. 3——" Mal. iv. 1; chap. xii. 30. 


of the Spirit. Basil and Theophilus explain it of the 
fire of hell. Cyril, Jerome, and others, understand by 
it the descent of the Holy Spirit, on the day of pen- 
tecost. 

Hilary says, it means a fire that the righteous must 
pass through in the day of judgment, to purify them 
from such defilements as necessarily cleaved to them 
here, and with which they could not be admitted into 
glory. 

Ambrose says, this baptism shall be administered at 
the gate of paradise, by John Baptist; and he thinks 
that this is what is meant by the flaming sword, Gen. 
li. 24, 

Origen and Lactantius conceive it to be a river of 
fire, at the gate of heaven, something similar to the 
Phlegethon of the heathens; but they observe, that 
when the righteous come to pass over, the liquid flames 
shall divide, and give them a free passage: that Christ 
shall stand on the brink of it, and receive through the 
flames all those, and none but those, who have received 
in this world the baptism of water in his name: and 
that this baptism is for those who, having received the 
faith of Christ, have not, in every respect, lived con- 
formably to it; for, though they laid the good founda- 
tion, yet they built hay, straw, and stubble upon it, and 
this work of theirs must be tried, and destroyed by this 
fire. This, they think, is St. Paul’s meaning, 1 Cor. 
iii. 13-15. Jf any man build on this foundation 
(viz. Jesus Christ) gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be made manifest : 
and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort 
at is.—If any man’s work be burnt, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as BY FIRE. 
From this fire, understood in this way, the fathers of 
the following ages, and the schoolmen, formed the fa- 
mous and lucrative doctrme of purcaTtory. Some in 
the primitive Church thought that fire should be, in 
some way or other, joined to the water in baptism ; 
and it is supposed that they administered it by causing 
the person to pass between two fires, or to leap through 
the flame ; or by having a torch, or lighted candle, pre- 
sent. Thus have those called Doctors of the Church 
trifled. The exposition which I have given, I believe 
to be the only genuine one. 

Verse 12. Whose fan is in his hand] The Ro- 
mans are here termed God’s fan, as, in ver. 10, they 
were called his axe, and, in chap. xxii. 7, they are 
termed his troops or armies. 

The winnowing fan of the Hindoos is square, made 
of split bamboo ; and the corn is winnowed by waving 
the fan backwards with both hands—‘* Whose fan is 
in his hand.” 

His floor) Does not this mean the land of Judea, 
which had been long, as it were, the threshing-floor of 
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to Jordan unto John, to be bap- 4,™;4030. 
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tized of him. CCL 2. 


14 But John forbad him, saying, 
I have need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me? 


15 And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Pee srr oC eee ae 


vMark i. 9; Luke in. 21. w Chap. ii. 22. 


the Lord? 
fan (viz. the Romans) throughly cleanse this floor— 
the wheat, those who believe in the Lord Jesus, he will 
gather into his garner, either take to heaven from the 
evil to come, or put in a place of safety, as he did the 
Christians, by sending them to Pella, in Celosyria, 
previously to the destruction of Jerusalem. But he 
will burn up the chaff—the disobedient and rebellious 
Jews, who would not come unto Christ, that they 
might have life. 

Unquenchable fire.) 
by man. 

Verse 14. John forbad him] arnestly and press- 
ingly opposed him: this is the proper import of the 
words dvexwAevev avrov. I have observed that dca, in 
composition, most frequently, if not always, strengthens 
the signification in classic authors.— Wakefield. 

Verse 15. To fulfil all righteousness.| That is, 
Every righteous ordinance : so I think the words wacav 
dtxacoovvyy should be translated; and so our common 
version renders a similar word, Luke i. 6. The fol- 
lowing passage, quoted from Justin Martyr, will doubt- 
less appear a strong vindication of this translation. 
“ Christ was circumcised, and observed all the other 
ordinances of the law of Moses, not with a view to his 
own justification ; but to fulfil the dispensation com- 
mitted to him by the Lord, the God and Creator of all 
things.” — Wakefield. 3 

How remarkable are the following words of Creeshna 
(an Incarnation of the Supreme God, according to the 
Hindoo theology) related in the Bhagvat Geeta, p. 47. 
Addressing his disciple A7joon, he says, “I myself, 
Arjoon, have not, in the three regions of the universe, 
any thing which is necessary for me to perform; nor 
any thing to obtain, which is not obtained; and yet J 
live in the exercise of the moral duties. If I were 
not vigilantly to attend to those duties, all men would 
presently follow my example. If I were not to per- 
form the moral actions, this world would fail in their 
duties: I should be the cause of spurious births, and 
should drive the people from the right way. As the 
ignorant perform the duties of life from a hope of re- 
ward, so the wise man, out of respect to the opinions 
and prejudices of mankind, should perform the same 
without motives of interest. The wise man, by indus- 
triously performing all the duties of life, should induce 
the vulgar to attend to them.” 

The Septuagint use this word often for the Hebrew 
NSwid mishpat, judgment, appointment. And in Ezek. 
Xvil. 19, 21, the person who dieatoovvyy Kar edeog 
meroinke—hath done righteousness and mercy, is he 
who sacredly attended to the performance of all the re- 
ligious ordinances mentioned in that chapter, and _per- 
formed them in the genuine spirit of mercy. Ackatw- 
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The Spirit of God 


A/ M4030. Suffer it to be so now: for thus it 


mee ci becometh us to fulfil all righteous- 
—— ness. Then he suffered him. 

16 *And Jesus, when he was baptized, went 

up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 

heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 


* Mark i. 10.— Isa. xi. 2; xlii.1; Luke iii. 22; John i. 32, 
ao. z John xii, 28. 


fara is used 1 Mac. i. 13, 49; ii. 21, and in Heb. x. 
1, 10, to denote religious ceremonies. Michaelis sup- 
poses, that pn 55 kol chok, all religious statutes or or- 
dinances, were the words used in the Hebrew original 
of this Gospel. 

But was this an ordinance? Undoubtedly: it was 
the znztvatory ordinance of the Baptist’s dispensation. 
Now, as Christ had submitted to circumcision, which 
was the inztiatory ordinance of the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, it was necessary that he should submit to this, 
which was instituted by no less an authority, and was 
the introduction to his own dispensation of eternal 
mercy and truth. But it was necessary on another 
account: Our Lord represented the high priest, and 
was to be the high priest over the house of God :— 
now, as the high priest was initiated into his office by 
washing and anointing, so must Christ: and hence he 
was baptized, washed, and anointed by the Holy Ghost. 
Thus he fulfilled the righteous ordinance of his initia- 
tion into the office of high priest, and thus was pre- 
pared to make an atonement for the sins of mankind. 

Then he suffered him.| In the Opus Imperfectum, 
quoted by Griesbach, there is the following addition, 
which, at least, may serve to show the opinion of its 
author: Ht Johannes quidem baptizavit illum in aqua, 
ille autem Johannem cum Spiritu. ‘Then John bap- 
tized him with water, and he baptized John with the 
Spirit.” 

Verse 16. The heavens were opened unto him] 
That is, to John the Baptist—and he, John, saw the 
Spirit of God—lighting upon him, i. e. Jesus. There 
has been some controversy about the manner and form 
in which the Spirit of God rendered itself visible on 
this occasion. St. Luke, iii. 22, says it was in a bo- 
dily shape like to a dove: and this likeness to a dove 
some refer to a hovering motion, like to that of a dove, 
and not to the form of the dove itself: but the terms 
of the text are too precise to admit of this far-fetched 
interpretation. 

This passage affords no mean proof of the doctrine 
of the Trinity. That three distinct persons are here 
represented, there can be no dispute. 1. The person 
of Jesus Christ, baptized by John in Jordan. 2. The 
person of the Holy Ghost in a bodily shape (coparixo 
evdet, Luke iii. 22) likeadove. 3. The person of the 
Father ; a voice came out of heaven, saying, This is 
my beloved Son, &c. The voice is here represented 
as proceeding from a different place to that in which 
the persons of the Son and Holy Spurit were mani- 
fested : and merely, I think, more forcibly to mark this 
Divine personality. 

Verse 17. In whom I am well pleased.) Ev o 


CHAP. III. 


descends on him, §c. 


Ythe Spirit of God descending ey Ae 


hike a dove, and lighting upon An. Olymp. 
: CCL. 2. 

him : a 
17 * And, lo, a voice from heaven, saying, 

*This is my beloved Son, in whom J am well 


pleased. 


uPsa. ne °%;) Isa. xiii, 1 chap. xii 18i)) xvii 53) Mark i. 11, 
Luke ix. 35; Eph. i. 6; Col. i. 13; 2 Pet. i. 17. 


posed that the past tense is here used for the present: 
but see the note on chap. xvii. 5. By this voice, and 
overshadowing of the Spirit, the mission of the Lord 
Jesus was publicly and solemnly accredited ; God inti- 
mating that he had before delighted in him: the law, 
in all its ordinances, having pointed him out, for they 
could not be pleasing to God, but as they were ful- 
filled in, and showed forth, the Son of man, till he 
came. ; 


As the office of a herald is frequently alluded to in 
this chapter, and also in various other parts of the New 
Testament, I think it best to give a full account of it 
here, especially as the office of the ministers of the 
Gospel is represented by it. Such persons can best 
apply the different correspondences between their own 
and the herald’s office. 

At the Olympic and Isthmian games, heralds were 
persons of the utmost consequence and importance. 
Their office was :— 

1. To proclain from a scaffold, or elevated place, 
the combat that was to be entered on. 

2. To summon the Agoniste, or contenders, to make 
their appearance, and to announce their names. 

3. To specify the prize for which they were to 
contend. 

4. To admonish and animate, with appropriate dis- 
courses, the athlete, or combatants. 

5. To set before them, and explain, the Jaws of the 
agones, or contenders; that they might see that even 
the conqueror could not receive the crown or prize, 
unless he had strove lawfully. 

6. After the conflict was ended, to bring the busi- 
ness before the judges, and, according to their deter- 
mination, to proclawm the victor. 

7. To deliver the prize to the conqueror, and to put 
the crown on his head, in the presence of the assembly. 

8. They were the persons who convoked all solemn 
and religious assemblies, and brought forth, and often 
slew, the sacrifices offered on those occasions. 

9, They frequently called the attention of the peo- 
ple, during the sacrifices, to the subject of devotion, 
with hoc age! rovro mpatre: mind what you are about, 
don’t be idle; think of nothing else. See PiuTarcn 
in Coriolanus. 

The office, and nearly the word itself, was in use 
among the ancient Babylonians, as appears from Dan. 
iii. 4, where the Chaldee word N1)1D caroza, is rendered 
by the Septuagint «ypvé kerux, and by our translation, 
very properly, herald. His business in the above place 
was to call an assembly of the people, for the purpose 
of public worship; to describe the object and nature of 


evdoxnaa, in whom I have delighted—though it is sup- | that worship, and the punishment to be inflicted on 
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those who did not join in the worship, and properly 
assist in the solemnities of the occasion. 

Dan. iii. 4, is the only place in our translation, in 
which the word herald is used: but the word kypvé, 
used by St. Paul, 1 Tim. ii. 7; 2 Tim. i. 11, and by 
St. Peter, 2 Epist. ii, 5, is found in the Septuagint, 
Gen. xli. 43, as well as in Dan. iii. 4, and the verb 
xnpvoow is found in different places of that version, 
and in a great number of places in the New Testa- 
ment. 

It is worthy of remark, that the office of the xypvé, 
kerux, or herald, must have been anciently known, and 
indeed established, among the Hgyptians: for in Gen. 
xli. 43, where an account is given of the promotion 
of Joseph to the second place in the kingdom, where 
we say, And they cried before him, saying, Bow the 
knee; the Septuagint has car exnpvfev sunpootev avrov 
knpvé And a uERALD made proclamation before 
him. As the Septuagint translated this for Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, the Egyptian king, and were in Egypt 
when they translated the law, we may safely infer 
that the office was not only known, but in use among 
the Egyptians, being denominated in their language 
Pian abrek, which our translators, following the Vul- 
gate, have rendered, Bow the knee; but which the 
Septuagint understood to be the title of an officer, 
who was the same among the Egyptians as the «ypvé 
among the Greeks. This is a probable meaning of 
the word, which escaped me when I wrote the note on 
Gen. xli. 43. 

As every kind of office had some peculiar badge, or 
ensign, by which it was known among the ancients, so 
the heralds were known by generally carrying a cadu- 
ceus. "This was a rod with two spread wings at the 
top, and about which two serpents were entwined. 
The poets fabled that this rod was given by Apollo, 
the god of wisdom and music, to Mercury, the god of 
eloquence, and the messenger of the gods. To it won- 
derful properties are ascribed—especially that it pro- 
duces sleep, and that it raises the dead. Who does 
not at once see, that the caduceus and its properties 
clearly point out the office, honowr, and influence of the 
herald? As persons of strong voice, and ready speech, 
and copious eloquence, were always chosen for heralds, 
they were represented as endued with wisdom and elo- 
quence from above. ‘They lulled men to sleep, i. e. 
by their persuasive powers of speech, they calmed the 
turbulent dispositions of an inflamed populace, when 
proceeding to acts of rebellion and anarchy; or they 
roused the dormant zeal of the community, who, 
through long oppression, despairing of succour or re- 
lief, seemed careless about their best interests being 
stupidly resolved to sink under their burdens, and ex- 
pect release only in death. 

As to the caduceus itself, it was ever the emblem of 
peace among the ancients: the rod was the emblem of 
power; the two serpents, of wisdom and prudence ; 
and the two wings, of diligence and despatch. The 
first idea of this wonderful rod seems to have been 
borrowed from the rod of Moses. See the note on 
Exod. iv. 17. 

The word xnpvé kerux, or herald, here used, is evi- 
dently derived from kypvocecv, to proclaim, call aloud; 
and this from yypv¢, the voice: because these persons 
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were never employed in any business, but such only as 
could not be transacted but by the powers of speech, 
and the energy of ratiocination. 

For the derivation of the word herald, we must look 
to the northern languages. Its meaning in Junius, 
Skinner, and Minshieu, are various, but not essentially 
different ; they all seem to point out different parts of 
the herald’s office. 1. In the Belgic, heer signifies 
army. Hence heer-alt, a senior officer, or general, in 
the army. 2. Or heer-held, the hero of the army: he 
who had distinguished himself most in his country’s 
behalf. 3. Or from the Gallo-teutonic herr-haut, the 
high lord, because their persons were so universally 
respected, as we have already seen. 4. Or from the 
simple Teutonic herr-hold, he who is faithful to his 
lord. And, lastly, according to Minshieu, from the 
verb hier-holden, stcp here; because, in- proclaiming 
peace, they arrested bloodshed and death, and pre- 
vented the farther progress of war. 

These officers act an important part in all heroic 
history, and particularly in the Ziad and Odyssey, from 
which, as the subject is of so much importance, I shall 
make a few extracts. 

J. Their character was sacred. Homer gives them 
the epithet of divine, Sevot. 


Aodwy, Evpundeoc vioc, 
Kypvxoc detoto.. Thad x. 315. 


““Dolon, son of Eumedes, the divine herald.” ‘They 
were also termed inviolable, acvaor; also, great, admi- 
rable, &c. In the first book of the Iliad, we have a. 
proof of the respect paid to heralds, and the inviolabi- 
lity of their persons. Agamemnon commands the 
heralds, Talthybius and Ewurybates, his faithful minis- 
ters, to go to the tent of Achilles, seize the young Bri- 
seis, and bring her to him. ‘They reluctantly obey ; 
but, when they come into the presence of Achilles, 
knowing the injustice of their master’s cause, they are 
afraid to announce their mission. Achilles, guessing 
their errand, thus addresses them :— 


Xaipete, enpuKkec, Avog ayyehot, nde kat avdpwov. x.T.A. 


“‘ Hail, O ye heralds, messengers of God and of men! 
come forward. I cannot blame you—-Agamemnon 
only is culpable, who has sent you for the beautiful 
Briseis. But come, O godlike Patroclus, bring forth 
the damsel, and deliver her to them, that they may lead 
her away,” &c. Iliad i. 334, &c. 

Il. Their functions were numerous; they might 
enter without danger into besieged cilies, or even into 
battles. 

III. They convoked the assemblies of the leaders, 
according to the orders they received from the general 
or king. 

IV. They commanded silence, when kings were to 
address the assembly, (Iliad xviii. 503. Kypvxec & apa 
Aawy epnrvov. See also Iliad ii. 280,) and delivered 
the sceptre into their hands, before they began their 
harangue. 

Hy d’ apa xnpvé 
Xepot oxntrpov eSyxe, cwmnoar 7’ exehevoey. 
Tliad xxiii. 567. 
V. They were the carriers and executors of the 


royal commands, (Iliad i. 320,) and went in search of 
1 


Christ fasts forty days, 


those who were summoned to appear, or whose pre- 
sence was desired. 

VI. They were entrusted with the most important 
missions ; and accompanied princes in the most diffi- 
cult circumstances. Priam, when he went to Achilles, 
took no person besides a herald with him. (Iliad xxiv. 
674, 689.) When Ulysses sent two of his compan- 
ions to treat with the Lestrygons, he sent a herald at 
the same time. (Odys. x. 102.) Agamemnon, when 
he wished to soften Achilles, joined Eurybates and 
Hodius, his heralds, to the deputation of the princes. 
(Iliad ix. 170.) 

VII. Heralds were employed to proclaim and pub- 
lish whatever was to be known by the people. (Odys. 
xx. 276.) 

VIII. They deciared war and proclaimed peace. 
(Odys. xviii. 334.) 

TX. They took part in all sacred ceremonies : they 
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mingled the wine and water in the large bowls for the 
libations, which were made at the conclusion of treaties. 
They were the priests of the people in many cases ; 
they led forth the victims, cut them in pieces, and 
divided them among those engaged in the sacrifices. 
(Odys. i. 109, &c.) 

X. In Odyssey lib. xvii., a herald presents a 
piece of flesh to Telemachus, and pours out his 
wine. 

XI. They sometimes waited on princes at table, 
and rendered them many other personal services. 
(Iliad ii. 280; Odys. i. 143, &c., 146, 153; ii. 6, 38.) 
In the Iliad, lib. x. 3, Hurybates carries the clothes to 
Ulysses. And a herald of Alcinous conducts Demo- 
docus, the singer, into the festive hall. (Odys. viii. 
470.) Many others of their functions, services, and 
privileges, the reader may see, by consulting Damm’s 
Homeric Lexicon, under Kpo. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Jesus, in the wilderness, is tempted by Satan, 1-11. 
prophecy which was thus fulfilled, 14-16. 
his brother Andrew, 18-20. 
works miracles throughout Galilee, 23. 


He begins to preach publicly, 17. 
Calls also James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 21, 22. 


He goes into Galilee, 12; and Capernaum, 13. The 
Calls Simon Peter, and 
Preaches and 


Becomes famous in Syria, and is followed by multitudes from va- 


rious quarters, among whom he works a great variety of miracles, 24, 25. 


or ee (THEN was * Jesus led up of >the 
a pre: Spirit into the wilderness, to be 


tempted of the devil. 
2 And when he had fasted forty days and 


® Mark i. 12, &c.; Luke iv. 1, &c.— See 1 Kings xviii. 12; 


NOTES ON CHAP. IV. 

Verse 1. Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit] This 
transaction appears to have taken place immediately 
after Christ’s baptism; and this bringing up of Christ 
was through the influence of the Spirit of God; that 
Spirit which had rested upon him in his baptism. 

To be tempted] ‘The first act of the ministry of 
- Jesus Christ was a combat with Satan. Does not 
this receive light from Gen. i. 17. £ will put enmity 
between the woman’s seed and thy seed: it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Verse 2. And when he had fasted forty days] It is 
remarkable that Moses, the great lawgiver of the 
Jews, previously to his receiving the law from God, 
fasted forty days in the mount; that Elijah, the chief 
of the prophets, fasted also forty days; and that 
Christ, the giver of the New Covenant, should act in 
the same way. Was not all this intended to show, 
that God’s kingdom on earth was to be spiritual and 
Divine 2—that it should not consist in meat and drink, 
but in righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ? 
Rom. xiv. 17. Relative to the forty days’ fast of Moses, 
there is a beautiful saying in the Talmudists. “Is it 
possible that any man can fast forty days and forty 
nights? To which Rabbi Meir answered, When thou 
takest up thy abode in any particular city, thou must 
live according to its customs. Moses ascended to 
heaven, where they neither eat nor drink; therefore 
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he was afterward an A, M. 4031. 
isl 0) D708 


An. Olymp. 
CCI. 3. 


forty nights, 
hungered. 

3 And when the tempter came to ———_ 
him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, com- 


Ezek. iii. 14; viii. 3; xi. 1, 24; xl. 2; xlili. 5; Acts viii. 39. 


he became assimilated to them. We are accustomed 
to eat and drink; and, when angels descend to us, 
they eat and drink also.” Moses, Elijah, and our 
blessed Lord could fast forty days and forty nights, 
because they were in communion with God, and living 
a heavenly life. 

Verse 3. And when the tempter] This onset of Satan 
was made (speaking after the manner of men) judi- 
ciously : he came when Jesus, after having fasted forty 
days and forty nights, was hungry: now, as hunger 
naturally diminishes the strength of the body, the 
mind gets enfeebled, and becomes easily irritated ; 
and if much watching and prayer be not employed, 
the uneasiness which is occasioned by a lack of food 
may soon produce impatience, and in this state of mind 
the tempter has great advantages. The following 
advice of an Arabian philosopher to his son is worthy 
of attention. ‘ My son, never go out of the house in 
the morning, till thou hast eaten something: by so 
doing, thy mind will be more firm; and, shouldest 
thou be insulted by any person, thou wilt find thyself 
more disposed to suffer patiently: for hunger dries 
up and disorders the brain.” Bibliot. Orient. Suppl. 
p. 449. The state of our bodily health and worldly 
circumstances may afford our adversary many oppor- 
tunities of doing us immense mischief. In such cases, 
the sin to which we are tempted may be justly termed, 
as in Heb. xii. 1, rqv evreptatarov apuapriay, the well- 
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Christ enters on 
A.M. 4031. 15 1The land of Zabulon, and 
A. D. 27. 

An. Olymp. the land of Nepthalim, by the way 

eee _* of; thie sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee 

of the Gentiles : 

16 ™The people which sat in darkness saw 
great light; and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death, light is sprung 
up. 


Isa. ix. 1, 2——Isa. xlii..7; Luke ii. 32. 
14, 15. 


0 Mark i. 


but never mentioned in the Old. Probably it was one 
of those cities which the Jews built after their return 
from Babylon. It stood on the sea-coast of Galilee, 
on the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim, as mention- 
ed in the text. This was called his own city, chap. ix. 1, 
&c., and here, as a citizen, he paid the half shekel, chap. 
xvii. 24. Among the Jews, if a man became a resi- 
dent in any city for twelye months, he thereby became 
a citizen, and paid his proportion of dues and taxes. 
See Lightfoot. Capernaum is well known to have 
been the principal scene of our Lord’s miracles during 
the three years of his public ministry. 

Zabulon, the country of this tribe, in which Naza- 
reth and Capernaum were situated, bordered on the 
lake of Gennesareth, stretching to the frontiers of 
Sidon, Gen. xlix. 13. Nephthalim was contiguous to it, 
and both were on the east side of Jordan, Josh. xix. 34. 

Verse 15. Galilee of the Gentiles] Or of the na- 
tions. So called, because it was inhabited by Egyp- 
tians, Arabians, and Phenicians, according to the tes- 
timony of Strado and others. The Hebrew 073 
goyim, and the Greek e@ver, signify nations ; and, in 
the Old and New Testaments, mean those people who 
were not descendants of any of the twelve tribes. 
The word Gentiles, from gens, a nation, signifies the 
same. It is worthy of remark, that it was a regular 
tradition among the ancient Jews, that the Messiah 
should begin his ministry in Galilee. See the proofs 
in Schoetigen. 

Verse 16. The people which sat in darkness] This 
is quoted from Isa. ix. 2, where, instead of sitting, 
the prophet used the word walked. The evangelist 
might on purpose change the term, to point out the in- 
creased misery of the state of these persons. Sitting 
in darkness expresses a greater degree of intellectual 
blindness, than walking in darkness does. In the 
time of Christ’s appearing, the people were in a 
much worse state than in the time of the prophet, 
which was nearly 700 years before; as, during all 
this period, they were growing more ignorant and sinful. 

The region and shadow of death] These words are 
amazingly descriptive. A region of death—Deratu’s 
country, where, in a peculiar manner, Death lived, reign- 
ed, and triumphed, subjecting all the people to his sway. 

Shadow of death] Sxta Savarov, used only here 
and in Luke i. 79, but often in the Old Covenant, 
where the Hebrew is ny Sy tsal maveth. It is not 
easy to enter fully into the ideal meaning of this term. 
As in the former clause, death is personified, so here. 
A shadow is that darkness cast upon a place by a 
body raised between it and the light or sun. Death 
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17 9 "From that time Jesus se 
began to preach, and to say, > Re- An, Olymp 
pent: for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand. 

18 9» And Jesus, walking by the sea of 
Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon ‘called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 
into the sea: for they were fishers. 


©Chap. iii. 2; x. 7——P Mark i. is, 17, 18; Luke v. 2. 
4 John i. 42. 


is here represented as standing between the land above 
mentioned, and the light of life, or Sun of righte- 
ousness ; in consequence of which, all the inhabitants 
were involved in a continual cloud of intellectual dark- 
ness, misery, and sin. ‘The heavenly sun was con- 
tinually eclipsed to them, till this glorious time, when 
Jesus Christ, the true ight, shone forth in the beauty 
of holiness and truth. Christ began his ministry in 
Galilee, and frequented this uncultivated place more 
than he did Jerusalem and other parts of Judea: here 
his preaching was peculiarly needful; and by this was 
the prophecy fulfilled. : 

Verse 17. Jesus began to preach, and to say, Re- 
pent] See on chap. iii. 1, 2. Every preacher com- 
missioned by God to proclaim salvation to a lost world, 
begins his work with preaching the doctrine of repent- 
ance. This was the case with all the prophets, John 
the Baptist, Jesus Christ, all the apostles, and all their 
genuine successors in the Christian ministry. The 
reasons are evident in the notes already referred to; 
and for the explanation of the word kypvaceiy, preaching 
or proclaiming as a herald, see at the end of chap. iii. 

Verse 18. Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother] Why did not Jesus Christ call some of the 
eminent Scribes or Pharisees to publish his Gospel, 
and not poor unlearned fishermen, without credit or 
authority? Because it was the kingdom of heaven 
they were to preach, and their teaching must come 
from above: besides, the conversion of sinners, though 
it be effected instrumentally by the preaching of the 
Gospel, yet the grand agent in it is the Spirit of God. 
As the instruments were comparatively mean, and the 
work which was accomplished by them was grand and 
glorious, the excellency of the power at once appear- 
ed to be of Gop, and not of man ; and thus the glory, 
due alone to Azs name, was secured, and the great 
Operator of all good had the deserved praise. Sem- 
inaries of learning, in the order of God’s providence 
and grace, have great and important uses; and, in re- 
ference to such uses, they should be treated with great 
respect: but to make preachers of the Gospel is a 
matter to which they are utterly inadequate; it is a 
prerogative that God never did, and never will, dele- 
gate to man. 

Where the seed of the kingdom of God is sowed, 
and a dispensation of the Gospel is committed to a man, 
a good education may be of great and general use: 
but it no more follows, because a man has had a good 
education, that therefore he is qualified to preach the 
Gospel, than it does, that because he has not had that. 
therefore he is unqualified; for there may be much 
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Christ calls James and 
sae 19 And he saith unto them, Fol- 
An. Olymp. low me, and *I will make you 
————-——. (ishersiol/ men. 

20 ‘And they straightway left their nets, 
and followed him. 

21 *And going on from thence, he saw 
other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee 


t Luke v. 10, 11.—-s Mark x. 28; Luke xviii. 28——t Mark i. 
19, 20; Luke v. 10. 


ignorance of Divine things where there is much human 
learning ; and a man may be well taught in the things 
of God, and be able to teach others, who has not had 
the advantages of a liberal education. 

Men-made ministers have almost ruined the heritage 
of God. To prevent this, our Church requires that a 
man be inwardly moved to take upon himself this mi- 
nistry, before he can be ordained to it. And he who 
cannot say, that he érwsts (has rational and Scriptural 
conviction) that he is moved by the Holy Ghost to take 
upon himself this office, is an intruder into the heritage 
of God, and his ordination, ipso facto, vitiated and of 
none effect. See the truly apostolic Ordination Ser- 
vice of the Church of England. 

Fishers.] Persons employed in a lawful and profit- 
able avocation, and faithfully discharging their duty in 
it. It was a tradition of the elders, that one of Josh- 
ua’s ten precepts was, that all men should have an 
equal right to spread their nets and fish in the sea of 
Tiberias, or Galilee. The persons mentioned here 
were doubtless men of pure morals; for the minister 
of God should have a good report from them that are 
without. 

Verse 19. Follow me] Come after me, devte oriow 
pov. Receive my doctrines, imitate me in my conduct 
—in every respect be my disciples. We may observe 
that most of the calls of God to man are expressed in 
a few solemn words, which alarm the conscience, and 
deeply impress the heart. 

Iwill make you fishers of men.| Ezek. chap. xlvii. 
8-10, casts much light on this place; and to this 
prophet our Lord probably alludes. To follow Christ, 
and be admitted into a partnership of his ministry, is 
a great honour; but those only who are by himself 
fitted for it, God calls. Miserable are those who do 
not wait for this call—.who presume to take the name 
of fishers of men, and know not how to cast the net 
of the Divine word, because not brought to an acquaint- 
ance with the saving power of the God who bought 
them. Such persons, having only their secular interest 
in view, study not to catch men, but to catch money: 
and though, for charity’s sake, it may be said of a pas- 
tor of this spirit, he does not enter the sheepfold as a 
thief, yet he certainly lives asa hireling. See Quesnel. 


Some teach to work, but have no hands to row ; 
Some will be eyes, but have no light to see ; 
Some will be guides, but have no feet to go; 
Some deaf, yet ears, some dumb, yet tongues 
will be ; 
1 
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John to be his disciples. 


their father, mending their nets > and 4,™. 4031. 
he called them. _Olymy 


the ship and their father, and followed 
him. 

23 9 And Jesus went about all Galilee, 
“teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
‘the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 


«Chap. ix. 35; Mark i. 21,39; Luke iv. 15, 44. 
14; Mark i. 14——w Mark i. 34. 


¥ Chap. xxiv. 

Dumb, deaf, lame, blind, and maimed, yet fishers 

all! 

Fit for no use but store an hospital. 

Fletcher's Piscatory Eclogues. ec. iv. 5, 18 

Following a person, in the Jewish phrase, signifies 
being his disciple or scholar. See a similar mode ot 
speech, 2 Kings vi. 19. 

Verse 20. They straightway left their nets] A 
change, as far as it respected secular things, every way 
to their disadvantage. The proud and the profane may 
exult and say, “Such preachers as these cannot be 
much injured by their sacrifices of secular property— 
they have nothing but nets, &c., to leave.” Let such 
carpers at the institution of Christ know, that he who 
has nothing but a net, and leaves that for the sake of 
doing good to the souls of men, leaves his atu: be- 
sides, he lived comfortably by his net before; but, in 
becoming the servant of all for Christ’s sake, he ofter. 
exposes himself to the want of even a morsel of bread 
See on chap. xix. 27. 

Verse 22. Left the ship and their father] By the 
ship, To TAotov, we are to understand the mere fishing- 
boat, used for extending their nets in the water and 
bringing the hawser or rope of the farther end to shore, 
by which the net was pulled to land. But why should 
these be called to leave their employment and their fa- 
ther, probably now aged? ‘To this I answer, that te 
be obedient to, provide for, and comfort our parents, is 
the highest duty we owe or can discharge, except that 
to God. But, when God calls to the work of the mi- 
nistry, father and mother and all must be left. Were 
we necessary to their comfort and support before ¢ 
Then God, if he call us into another work or state 
will take care to supply to them our lack of service 
some other way ; and, if this be not done, it is a proof 
we have mistaken our call. Again, were our parents 
necessary to us, and in leaving them for the sake of 
the Gospel, or in obedience to a Divine command, do 
we deprive ourselves of the comforts of lifet No 
matter: we should prefer the honour of serving the 
Most High, even in poverty and humility, to all the 
comforts of a father’s house. But what an honour 
was the vocation of James and John, to old Zebedee 
their father! His sons are called to be heralds of the 
God of heaven! Allowing him to have been a pious 
man, this must have given him unutterable delight. 

Verse 23. Teaching in their synagogues] Syna- 
gogue, ovvaywyn, from ovr, together, and ayo, IT bring, 
a public assembly of persons, or the place where such 
persons publicly assembled. Synagogues, among the 
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A. M4031. manner of sickness and all man- 


An. Olymp. ner of disease among the peo- 
1.3 


a) 


eee gle: 


Jews, were not probably older than the return from the 
Babylonish captivity. They were erected not only in 
cities and towns, but in the country, and especially by 
rivers, that they might have water for the convenience 
of their frequent washings. 

Not less than ten persons of respectability composed 
a synagogue; as the rabbins supposed that this num- 
ber of persons, of independent property, and well skilled 
in the law, were necessary to conduct the affairs of the 
place, and keep up the Divine worship. See Light- 
foot. Therefore, where this number could not be 
found, no synagogue was built; but there might be 
many synagogues in one city or town, provided it were 
populous. Jerusalem is said to have contained 480. 
This need not be wondered at, when it is considered 
that every Jew was obliged to worship God in public, 
either in a synagogue or in the temple. 

The chief things belonging to a synagogue were : 

Ist. The ark or chest, made after the mode of the 
ark of the covenant, containing the Pentateuch. 

Qdly. The pulpit and desk, in the middle of the 
synagogue, on which he stood who read or expounded 
the law. 

3dly. The seats or pews for the men below, and 
the galleries for the women above. 

Athly. The lamps to give light in the evening ser- 
vice, and at the feast of the dedication. And, 

5thly. Apartments for the utensils and alms-chests. 

The synagogue was governed by a council or as- 
sembly, over whom was a president, called in the Gos- 
pels, the ruler of the synagogue. These are some- 
times called chiefs of the Jews, the rulers, the priests 
or elders, the governors, the overseers, the fathers of 
the synagogue. Service was performed in them three 
times a day—morning, afternoon, and night. Syna- 
gogue, among the Jews, had often the same meaning 
as congregation among us, or place of judicature, see 
James ii. 2. 

Preaching the Gospel of the kingdom] 
claiming the glad tidings of the kingdom. See the 
preceding notes. Behold here the perfect pattern of 
an evangelical preacher: 1. He goes about seeking 
sinners on every side, that he may show them the way 
to heaven. 2. He proclaims the glad tidings of the 
kingdom, with a freedom worthy of the King whom he 
serves. 3. He makes his reputation and the confi- 
dence of the people subservient not to his own interest, 
but to the salvation of souls. 4. To his preaching he 
joins, as far as he has ability, all works of mercy, and 
temporal assistance to the bodies of men. 5. He 
takes care to inform men that diseases, and all kinds 
of temporal evils, are the effects of sin, and that their 
hatred to iniquity should increase in proportion to the 
evils they endure through it. 6. And that nothing 
but the power of God can save them from sin and its 
consequences. 

For glad tidings, or Gospel, see chap. i. title. 
Proclauming, see chap. iii. 1, and end; and for the 
meaning of kingdom, see chap. iii. 2. 
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works many miracles 


24 And his fame went through- me 


out all Syria: and they brought unto a= Oly’. 
him all sick people that were taldene ees 


All manner of sickness, and all manner of disease] 
There is a difference between vococ, translated here 
sickness, and padaxca, translated disease. The first is 
thus defined : voooc, tyv ypoviay Kakoraberav, a disease 
of some standing, a chronic disorder. 

Infirmity, paraxia, Tyv Tpockaipov avapadtay Tot 
cupuatoc, a temporary disorder of the body. Theo- 
phylact. ‘This is a proper distinction, and is neces- 
sary to be observed. 

Verse 24. Sick people] Tove, xakac exovtac, those 
who felt ill—were afflicted with any species of malady. 

And torments] Bacavore, from Bacavito, to examine 
by torture, such as cholics, gouts, and rheumatisms, 
which racked every joint. ; 

Possessed with devils| Damoniacs. Persons pos- 
sessed by evil spirits. This is certainly the plain ob- 
vious meaning of demoniac in the Gospels. 

Many eminent men think that the sacred writers ac- 
commodated themselves to the unfounded prejudices of 
the common people, in attributing certain diseases to 
the influence of evil spirits, which were merely the 
effects of natural causes: but that this explanation can 


| never comport with the accounts given of these per- 


sons shall be proved as the places oceur. 

Our common version, which renders the word, those 
possessed by devils, is not strictly correct ; as the word 
devil, dtaBoroc, is not found in the plural in any part 
of the Sacred Writings, when speaking of evil spirits : 
for though there are multitudes of demons, Mark v. 
9, yet it appears there is but one DeviL, who seems to 
be supreme, or head, over all the rest. AcaBoroc sig 
nifies an accuser or slanderer, 1 Tim. iii. 11; 2 Tim. 
iii. 3; Tit. ii. 3. Perhaps Satan was called so, Ist. 
because he accused or slandered God in paradise, as 
averse from the increase of man’s knowledge and hap- 
piness, Gen. ili. 5; John vui. 44; and Qdly. because 
he is the accuser of men, Rev. xii. 9,10. See also 
Job i. 2. The word comes from dia, through, and 
Baddewv, to cast, or shoot, because of the influence of 
his evil suggestions ; compared, Eph. vi. 16, to fiery 
darts; and thus it is nearly of the same meaning 
with o mepafov, he who pierces through. See on 
ver. 3. 

Lunatic] Persons afflicted with epileptic or other 
disorders, which are always known to have a singular 
increase at the change and full of the moon. This 
undoubtedly proceeds from the superadded attractive 
influence of the swn and moon upon the earth’s at- 
mosphere, as, in the periods mentioned above, these 
two luminaries are both in conjunction; and _ their 
united attractive power being exerted on the earth at 
the same time, not only causes the flux and reflux of 
the ocean, but occasions a variety of important changes 
in the bodies of infirm persons, of animals in general, 
but more particularly in those who are more sensible 
of these variations. And is this any wonder, when it 
is well known, that a very slight alteration in the at- 
mosphere causes the most uncomfortable sensations to 
a number of invalids? But sometimes even these 
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He casts out demons, and is CHAP. IY, followed by a great multitude 
4M, ‘92! with divers diseases, and torments,| 25 * And there followed him great 5 ie 


wre and those which were possessed 
with devils, and those which were 
lunatic, and those that had the palsy ; and he 
healed them. 


x Mark iii. 7; vii. 31; Luke v. 15. 


diseases were caused by demons. 
16, 34, and xvu. 15. 

Palsy] Palsy is defined, a sudden loss of tone and 
vital power in a certain part of the human body. This 
may affect a limb, the whole side, the tongue, or the 
whole body. This disorder is in general incuradle, 
except by the miraculous power of God, unless in its 
slighter stages. 

He healed them.| Wither with a word or a touch; 
and thus proved that all nature was under his control. 

Verse 25. This verse is immediately connected 
with the fifth chapter, and should not be separated 
from it. 

Great multitudes] This, even according to the 
Jews, was one proof of the days of the Messiah: for 
they acknowledged that in his time there should be 
a great famine of the word of God; and thus they 
understood Amos vul. 11. Behold, the days come— 
that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread—but of hearing the words of the Lord. And as 
the Messiah was to dispense this word, the bread of 
life, hence they believed that vast multitudes from all 
parts should be gathered together to him. See Scho- 
ettgenius on this place, 

Decapolis} A small country, situated between 
Syria and Galilee of the nations. It was called De- 
capolis, AexaroAcc, from deka, ten, and moduc, a city, 
because it contained only ten cities; the metropolis, 
and most ancient of which, was Damascus. 

From beyond Jordan.] Or, from the side of Jordan. 
Probably this was the country which was occupied 
anciently by the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh; for the country of De- 
capolis lay on both sides of the river Jordan. See 
INU, XXX. 5,30. 


See on chap. viii. 


Tue account of our Lord’s temptation, as given by 
the evangelist, is acknowledged on all hands to be 
extremely difficult. Two modes of interpretation 
have been generally resorted to, in order to make the 
whole plain and intelligible: viz. the literal and aille- 
gorical. In all cases, where it can possibly apply, I 
' prefer the first: the latter should never be used, un- 
less obviously indicated in the text itself; or so im- 
periously necessary that no other mode of interpre- 
tation can possibly apply. Inthe preceding observa- 
tions, I have taken up the subject in a lteral point of 
view ; and it is hoped that most of the difficulties in 
the relation have been removed, or obviated, by this 
plan. An ingenious correspondent has favoured me 
with some observations on the subject, which have 
much more than the merit of novelty to recommend 
them. I shall give an abstract of some of the most 
striking ; and leave the whole to the reader’s farther 
consideration. 
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multitudes of people from ¥ Galilee, An. Olymp. 
: CCL3 

and from Decapolis, and from Jeru- 

salem, and from Judea, and from beyond 

Jordan. 


y Num. xxxii. 33; Luke vi. 17; Mark v. 20. 


The thoughts in this communication proceed on this 
ground: ‘“ These temptations were addressed to Christ 
as a public person, and respected his conduct in the 
execution of his ministry; and are reported to his 
Church as a forcible and practical instruction, con- 
cerning the proper method of promoting the kingdom 
of God upon earth. They are warnings against those 
Satanic illusions, by which the servants of Christ are 
lable to be hindered in their great work, and even 
stopped in the prosecution of it. 

*“As our Lord had, at his baptism, been declared 
to be the Son of Gop, «. e. the promised Messiah, 
this was probably well known to Satan, who did not 
mean to insinuate any thing to the contrary, when he 
endeavoured to engage him to put forth an act of that 
power which he possessed as the Messiah. The mys- 
terious uwnton of the Divine with the human nature, in 
our Lord’s state of humiliation, Satan might. think 
possible to be broken; and therefore endeavoured, in 
the first temptation, Command these stones to be made 
bread, to induce our Lord to put forth a separate, in- 
dependent act of power; which our Lord repelled, by 
showing his intimate union with the Divine will, 
which he was come to fulfi—Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. ‘Thus showing, as he did on ano- 
ther occasion, that it was his meat and drink to do the 
will of his Father. 

“2. The ground of the temptation was then 
changed; and the fulfilment of the Divine will, in the 
completion of a prophetic promise, was made the 
ostensible object of the next attack. Cast thyself 
down—-for it is writTEN, He will give his angels 
charge concerning thee, and in their hands shall they 
bear thee up, &c. This our Lord repelled with— Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God—as Satan had de- 
signed to induce him to seek this public miraculous 
confirmation of God’s peculiar care over him, as the 
promised Messiah; of his being which, according to 
the hypothesis above, Satan had no doubt. Moses, 
being appointed to a great and important work, needed 
miraculous signs to strengthen his faith ; but the sacred 
humanity of our blessed Lord needed them not; nor 
did his wisdom judge that such a sign from heaven 
was essential to the instruction of the people. 

“3. The last temptation was the most subtle and 
the most powerful—All these will I give unto thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. To inherit all 
nations, had been repeatedly declared to be the birth- 
right of the Messiah. His right to universal empire 
could not be controverted; nor could Satan presume 
to make the investiture. What, then, was his pur- 
pose? Satan had hitherto opposed, and that with 
considerable success, the kingdom of God upon earth ; 
and what he appears to propose here, were, terms 
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of peace, and an honourable retreat. The worship 
which he exacted was an act of homage, in return for 
his cession of that ascendancy which, through the sin 
of man, he had obtained in the world. Having long 
established his rule among men, it was not at first 
to be expected that he would resign it without a 
combat: but the purpose of this last temptation ap- 
pears to be an offer to decline any farther contest ; 
and, yet more, if his terms were accepted, apparently 
to engage his influence to promote the kingdom of 
the Messiah. And as the condition of this proposed 
alliance, he required, not Divine worship, but such an 
act of homage as implied amity and obligation ; and if 
this construction be allowed, he may be supposed to 
have enforced the necessity of the measure, by every 
suggestion of the consequences of a refusal. ‘The 
sufferings which would inevitably result from a pro- 
voked opposition, which would render the victory, 
though certain to Christ himself, dearly bought; add- 
ed to which, the conflict he was prepared to carry on 
through succeeding ages, in which all his subtlety and 
powers should be employed to hinder the progress of 
Christ’s cause in the earth, and that with a consider- 
able degree of anticipated success. Here the devil 
seems to propose to make over to Christ the power 
and influence he possessed in this world, on condition 
that he would enter into terms of peace with him; 
and the inducement offered was, that thereby our 
Lord should escape those sufferings, both in his own 
person, and in that of his adherents, which a provoked 
contest would ensure. And we may suppose that a 
similar temptation lies hid in the desires excited even 
in some of the servants of Christ, who may feel them- 
selves often induced to employ worldly influence and 
power for the promotion of his kingdom, even though, 
in so doing, an apparent communion of Christ and 
Belial is the result: for it will be found that neither 
worldly riches, nor power, can be employed in the ser- 
vice of Christ, till, ike the spoils taken in war, Deut. 
XXxi. 21-23, they have passed through the fire and 
water, as, without a Divine purification, they are not 
fit to be employed in the service of God and his 
Church. 

“« Hence we may conclude, that the first temptation 
had for its professed object, 1st, our Lord’s personal 
relief and comfort, through the inducement of per- 
forming a separale and independent act of power.— 
The second temptation professed to have in view his 
public acknowledgment by the people, as the Mrssiau : 
for, should they see him work such a miracle as throw- 
ing himself down from the pinnacle of the temple 


ST. MATTHEW. 


temptation of Christ. 


without receiving any hurt, they would be led instantly 
to acknowledge his Divine mission ; and the evi of this 
temptation may be explained, as seeking to secure the 
success of his mission by other means than those 
which, as the Messiah, he had received from the 
Father. Compare John xiv. 31. The third tempta- 
tion was a subtle attempt to induce Christ to acknow- 
ledge Satan as an ally, in the establishment of his 
kingdom.” HE. M. B. 

The above is the substance of the ingenious theory 
of my correspondent, which may be considered as a 
third mode of interpretation, partaking equally of the 
allegoric and literal. I still, however, think, that the 
nearer we keep to the /etier in all such difficult cases, 
the more tenable is our ground, especially where the 
subject itself does not obviously require the allegorical 
mode of interpretation. Among many things worthy 
of remark in the preceding theory, the following de- 
serves most attention: That Satan is ever ready to 
tempt the governors and ministers of the Christian 
Church to suppose that worldly means, human policy, 
secular interest and influence, are all essentially neces- 
sary for the support and extension of that kingdom 
which is not of this world! Such persons can never 
long preserve hallowed hands: they bring the world 
into the Church ; endeavour to sanctify the bad means 
they use, by the good end they aim at; and often, in 
the prosecution of their object, by means which are 
not of God’s devising, are driven into straits and diffi- 
culties, and to extricate themselves, tell lies for God’s 
sake. This human policy is from beneath—God will 
neither sanction nor bless it. It has been the bane of 
true religion in all ages of the world; and, in every 
country where the cause of Christianity has been es- 
tablished, such schemers and plotters in the Church of 
God are as dangerous to its interests as a plague is to 
the health of society. The governors and ministers 
of the Christian Church should keep themselves pure, 
and ever do God’s work in his own way. If the 
slothful servant should be cast out of the vineyard, he 
that corrupts the good seed of the Divine field, or sows 
tares among the wheat, should be considered as an 
enemy to righteousness, and be expelled from the 
sacred pale as one who closes in with the temptation— 
“ All these things (the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them) will I give unto rues, if thou wilt 
fall down and worship me.” However necessary the 
Church may be to the state, and the state to the 
Church, as some people argue, yet the latter is 
never in so much danger as when the former smiles 
upon it. 


CHAPTER V. 


Christ begins his sermon on the mount, 1, 2. 
and light of the world, 13-16. 
Prophets, 17-19. 


swearing, 33-37. 
love and hatred, 43-46. 
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Of cwil respect, 47, 


The beatitudes, 3-12. 
Christ ts not come to destroy, but confirm and fulfil, the Law and the 
Of the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 20. 
relatwe to murder, anger, and injurious speaking, 21, 22. 
and propensities, and the necessity of mortification, 27-30. 
Of bearing injuries and persecution, 38-41. 


The disciples the salt of the earth, 


Interpretation of the precepts 
Of reconciliation, 23-26. Of impure acts 
Of divorce, 31, 32. Of oaths and profane 
Of borrowing and lending, 42. Of 


Christ’s disciples must resemble their heavenly Father, 48. 
] 


Gur Lord commences his 


ca gl AND: seeing the multitudes, *he went 
ee up into a mountain; and when he 


was set, his disciples came unto him: 
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught 
them, saying, 


* Mark iii. 13, 20.» Luke vi. 20; see Psa. li. 17; Prov. xvi. 
19; xxix. 23; Isa. lvii. 15; Ixvi. 2. 


NOTES ON CHAP. V. 

Verse 1. And seeing the multitudes] Tove oyAove, 
these multitudes, viz. those mentioned in the preced- 
ing verse, which should make the first verse of this 
chapter. 

He went up into a mountain] That he might have 
the greater advantage of speaking, so as to be heard 
by that great concourse of people which followed 
him. It is very probable that nothing more is meant 
here than a small hill or eminence. Had he been on 
a high mountain they could not have heard; and, had 
he been at a great distance, he would not have sat 
down. See the note on ver. 14. 

And when he was set) The usual posture of public 
teachers among the Jews, and among many other 
people. Hence sitting was a synonymous term for 
teaching among the rabbins. 

his disciples! The word puadyrne signifies literally 
a scholar. Those who originaily followed Christ, 
considered him in the light of a Divine teacher; and 
conscious of their ignorance, and the importance of 
his teaching, they put themselves under his tuition, 
that they might be instructed in heavenly things. 
Having been taught the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God, they became closely attached to their Divine 
Master, imitating his life and manners; and recom- 
mending his salvation to all the circle of their acquaint- 
ance. ‘This is sél the characteristic of a genuine 
disciple of Christ. 

Verse 3. Blessed are the poor in spirit, &c.] Or, 
happy, axaptoc from wa or py, not, and xnp, fate, or 
death: intimating, that such persons were endued 
with immortality, and consequently were not liable to 
the caprices of fate. Homer, Iliad i, 339, calls the 
supreme gods, Oewv paxapwor, the ever happy and 
IMMORTAL gods, and opposes them to dryTwyv av¥pwrur, 
mortal men. 

To 0 avtw paptupot eotav 
Thoo¢ te Ocav pakapwr, mpog te Fvn Tov avdporor, 


“Be ye witnesses before the immortal gods, and 
before mortal men.” From this definition we may 
learn, that the person whom Christ terms happy is 
one who is not under the influence of fate or chance, 
but is governed by an all-wise providence, having 
every step directed to the attainment of immortal 
glory, being transformed by the power into the likeness 
of the ever-blessed God. Though some of the persons, 
whose states are mentioned in these verses, cannot be 
said to be as yet blessed or happy, in being made par- 
takers of the Divine nature; yet they are termed 
happy by our Lord, because they are on the straight 
way to this blessedness. 

Taken in this light the meaning is similar to that 
expressed by the poet when describing a happy man. 

Von. I. C a5?) 


CHAP. V. 


sermon on the mount 


b of suit: Aaebiy4031. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit: 4, M4031 


S theirs is the kingdom of hea- An. Olymp, 
ven. i 
4 °Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted. 


°Tsa. lxi. 2,3; Luke vi. 21; John xvi. 20; 2 Cor. i. 7; Rev. 
xxi. 4. 


Fruix, qui potuit rerum cognoscere causas : 

Atque metus omnes et inexorabile ratum 

Subjecit pedibus ; strepitumque Acherontis avari! 
Virg. Geor. ii. v. 490. 


Which may be thus paraphrased :— 

“ Happy is he who gains the knowledge of the 
first cause of all things; who can trample on every 
fear, and the doctrine of inexorable rater; and who is 
not terrified by death, nor by the threatened torments 
of the invisible world !” 

Poor in spirit] One who is deeply sensible of his 
spiritual poverty and wretchedness. Iltwyoc, a poor 
man, comes from rtwoow, to tremble, or shrink with 
fear. Being destitute of the true riches, he is trem- 
blingly alive to the necessities of his soul, shrinking 
with fear lest he should perish without the salvation 
of God. Such Christ pronounces happy, because 
there is but a step between them and that kingdom 
which is here promised. Some contend, that waxapzoe 
should be referred to mvevwat:, and the verse trans- 
lated thus: Happy, or blessed in spirit are the poor. 
But our Lord seems to have the humiliation of the 
spirit particularly in view. 

Kingdom of heaven.| Or, rev ovpavor, of the heavens. 
A participation of all the blessings of the new cove- 
nant here, and the blessings of glory above. See this 
phrase explained, chap. ili. 2. Blessed are the poor! 
this is God’s word ; but who believes it? Do we not 
say, Yea, rather, Blessed is the rich ? 

The Jewish rabbins have many good sayings rela- 
tive to that poverty and humility of spirit which 
Christ recommends in this verse. In the treatise 
called Bamidbar Rabbi, s. 20, we have these words: 
There were three (evils) in Balaam: the evil eye, 
(envy,) the towering spirit, (pride,) and the extensive 
mind (avarice.) 

Tanchum, fol. 84. The law does not abide with those 
who have the extensive mind, (avarice,) but with him 
only who has a contrite heart. 

Rabbi Chanina said, ‘‘ Why are the words of the 
law compared to water? Because as waters flow 
from heights, and settle in low places, so the words of 
the law rest only with him who is of an humdle heart.” 
See Schoettgen. 

Verse 4. Blessed are they that mourn] That is, 
those who, feeling their spiritual poverty, mourn after 
God, lamenting the iniquity that separated them from 
the fountain of blessedness. Every one flies from 
sorrow, and seeks after joy, and yet true joy must 
necessarily be the fruit of sorrow. The whole need 
not (do not feel the need of) the physician, but they 
that are sick do; i. e. they who are sensible of their 
disease. Only such persons as are deeply convinced of 
the sinfulness of sin, feel the plague of their own heart, 
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Who they are whom 


ST. MATTHEW. 


Christ pronounces blessed, 


: . M. 4031. 

A.M-4031. 5 4 Blessed are the meek : thirst after righteousness: ‘ for they 4, M4? 

An, Oiymp. for ° they shall inherit the | shall be filled. An, Olymp. 
ss earth. 7 Blessed are the merciful: & for 


6 Blessed are they which do hunger and 


e See Rom. iv. 13.— Isa! lv. 1; 
xv. 13. 


d Psa. xxxvil. 11. 


and turn with disgust from all worldly consolations, 
because of their insufficiency to render them happy, 
have God’s promise of solid comfort. They SHALL BE 
comforted, says Christ, tapaxAySyoovra, from Tapa, 
near, and xadew, I call. He will call them to himself, 
and speak the words of pardon, peace, and life eternal, 
to their hearts. See this notion of the word expressed 
fully by our Lord, chap. xi. 28, Come unTo Me all ye 
who are weary and heavy laden, and I will gwe you 
rest. 

Verse 5. Blessed are the meek| Happy, 0 mpaecc, 
from faoc, easy, those who are of a quiet, gentle spirit, 
in opposition to the proud and supercilious Seribes 
and Pharisees, and their disciples. We have a com- 
pound word in English, which once fully expressed 
the meaning of the original, viz. gentleman ; but it has 
now almost wholly lost its original signification. Our 
word meek comes from the old Anglo-saxon meca, or 
meccea a companion or equal, because he who is of a 
meek or gentle spirit, is ever ready to associate with 
the meanest of those who fear God, feeling himself 
superior to none ; and well knowing that he has nothing 
of spiritual or temporal good but what he has received 
from the mere bounty of God, having never deserved 
any favour from his hand. 

For they shall inherit the earth.] Or, tnv ynv, the 
land. Under this expression, which was commonly 
used by the prophets to signify the land of Canaan, in 
which all temporal good abounded, Judg. xviii. 9, 10, 
Jesus Christ points out that abundance of spiritual 
good, which was provided for men in the Gospel. Be- 
sides, Canaan was a type of the kingdom of God; and 
who is so likely to inherit glory as the man in whom 
the meekness and gentleness of Jesus dwell? In some 
good MSS. and several ancient versions, the fourth 
and fifth verses are transposed : see the authorities in 
the various readings in Professor Griesbach’s edition. 
The present arrangement certainly is most natural : 1. 
Poverty, to which the promise of the kingdom is made. 
2. Mourning or distress, on account of this impover- 
ished state, to which consolation is promised. And 3. 
Meekness established in the heart by the consolations 
received. 

Verse 6. They which do hunger and thirst] As the 
body has its natural appetites of hunger and thirst for 
the food and drink suited to its nourishment, so has the 
soul. No being is indestructible or unfailing in its 
nature but Gop ; no being is independent but him: as 
the body depends for its nourishment, health, and 
strength upon the earth, so does the soul upon heaven. 
Heavenly things cannot support the body ; they are not 
suited to its nature : earthly things cannot support the 
soul, for the same reason. When the uneasy sensa- 
tion termed hunger takes place in the stomach, we 
know we must get food or perish. When the soul is 
awakened to a sense of its wants, and begins to hunger 
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they shall obtain mercy. 
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& Psa. xli. 1; chap. vi. 14; Mark xi. 25; 2 Tim.i. 16; Heb. 


vi. 10; James 1. 13. 
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and thirst after righteousness or holiness, which is its 
proper food, we know that it must be purified by the 
Holy Spirit, and be made a partaker of that living 
bread, John viii. 48, or perish everlastingly. Now, as 
God never inspires a prayer but with a design to an- 
swer it, he who hungers and thirsts after the full sal- 
vation of God, may depend on being speedily and 
effectually blessed or satisfied, well-fed, as the word 
yopraoSycovrat implies. Strong and intense desire 
after any object has been, both by poets and orators, 
represented metaphorically by hunger and thirst. See 
the well-known words of Virgil, Aneid ii. 55. 


Quid non mortalia pectora cogis, 
Auri sacra FAMES ! 


“O cursed hunger after gold! what canst thou not 
influence the hearts of men to perpetrate?” How 
frequently do we find, znerpledilis honorum FAMES— 
SITIENS virtulis—fame siTis, the insatiable hunger 
after honour, a thirst for virtue, thirst after fame, and 
such like! Righteousness here is taken for all the 
blessings of the new covenant—all the graces of 
the Messiah’s kingdom—a full restoration to the 
image of God! 

Verse 7. The merciful] The word mercy, among 
the Jews, signified two things : the pardon of injuries, 
and almsgiving. Our Lord undoubtedly takes it in 
its fullest latitude here. To know the nature of 
mercy, we have only to consult the grammatical 
meaning of the Latin word misericordia, from which 
ours is derived. It is composed of two words: mise- 
rans, pitying, and cor, the heart; or miseria cordis, 
pain of heart. Mercy supposes two things: 1. A 
distressed object: and, 2. A disposition of the heart, 
through which it is affected at the sight of such an 
object. ‘This virtue, therefore, is no other than a 
lively emotion of the heart, which is excited by the 
discovery of any creature’s misery; and such an 
emotion as manifests itself outwardly, by effects 
suited to its nature. The merciful man is here 
termed by our Lord eAexuwy, from eAeoc, which is 
generally derived from the Hebrew on chil, to be in 
pain, as a woman in travail : or from 54° yalal, to cry, 
or lament grievously ; because a merciful man enters 
into the miseries of his neighbour, feels for and 
mourns with him. 

They shall obtain mercy.] Mercy is not purchased 
but at the price of mercy itself; and even this price 
is a gift of the mercy of God. What mercy can those 
vindictive persons expect, who forgive nothing, and 
are always ready to improve every advantage they 
have of avenging themselves? Whatever mercy a 
man shows to another, God will take care to show 
the same to him. The following elegant and nervous 
saying of one of our best poets is worthy of the 
reader’s most serious attention :— 


( 5* ) 


; 
The pure in heart, peace-makers, 


A.M; 4031. 8 » Blessed are the pure in heart: 
“ar ees for ‘they shall see God. 


9 Blessed are the peace-makers : 
for they shall be called the children of God. 


h Psa. xv. 2; xxiv. 4; Heb. xii, 14.——i] Cor. xiii. 12;; 


“ The quality of mercy is not strained ; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath. It is ¢wice blessed ; 
It blesseth him who gives, and him who takes: 
Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his crown. 

It is an attribute of God himself; 

And earthly power doth then show likest God’s, 
When mercy seasons justice. 
Though justice be thy plea, consider this, 

That, in the course of justice, none of us 
Should see salvation. We do pray for mercy ; 
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render 
The deeds of mercy. 
Why, all the souls that are, were forfeit once : 
And he who might the ’vantage best have took 
Found out the remedy. How would you be, 

If He who is the top of judgment should 

But judge you as you are? O! think on that; 
And mercy then will breathe within your lips, 
Like man, new made. 

How shalt thou hope for mercy, rend’ring none 2” 


In the tract Shadbath, fol. 151, there is a saying 
very like this of our Lord. ‘ He who shows mercy 
to men, God will show mercy to him: but to him 
who shows no mercy to man, God will show no 
mercy.” 

Verse 8. Pure in heart] In opposition to the 
Pharisees, who affected outward purity, while their 
hearts were full of corruption and defilement. A 
principal part of the Jewish religion consisted in out- 
ward washings and cleansings: on this ground they 
expected to see God, to enjoy eternal glory: but 
Christ here shows that a purification of the heart, 
from all vile affections and desires, is essentially re- 
quisite in order to enter into the kingdom of God. 
He whose soul is not delivered from all sin, through 
the blood of the covenant, can have no Scriptural 
hope of ever being with God. There is a remarkable 
illustration of this passage, quoted by Mr. Wakefield 
from Origen, Contra Cels. lib. vi. “ God has no body, 
and therefore is invisible: but men of contemplation 
can discern him with the heart and understanding. 
But A DEFILED HEART CANNOT SEE Gop: but HE MUST 
BE PURE WHO WISHES TO ENJOY A PROPER VIEW OF A 
PURE BEING.” 

Shall see God.| This is a Hebraism, which signi- 
fies, possess God, enjoy his felicity : as seeing a thing, 
was used among the Hebrews for possessing it. See 
Psa. xvi. 10. Thou wilt not suffer thy Holy One to 
SEE corruption, i. e. he shall not be corrupted. So 
John iii. 3. Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God, i. e. he cannot enjoy it. So John 
iii. 16. He that believeth not the Son, shall not sex life, 
i. e. shall not be put in possession of eternal glory. 
The Hindoo idolaters vainly boast of what the ge- 
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and the persecuted, are blessed 


10 *Blessed are they which are ne 


persecuted for righteousness’ sake: An. Olymp. 
for theirs is the kingdom of hea- —— 


ven. 


1 John iii. 2, 3.—k2 Cor. iv. 17; 2 Tim. ii. 12; 1 Pet. iii. 14. 


nuine followers of Christ actually enjoy—having the 
Divine favour witnessed to their souls by the Holy 
Spirit. The Hindoos pretend that some of their 
sages have been favoured with a sight of their guar- 
dian deity.—See Warp’s Customs. 

Probably our Lord alludes to the advantages those 
had, who were legally pure, of entering into the 
sanctuary, into the presence of God, while those 
who had contracted any legal defilement were ex 
cluded from it. This also was obviously typical. 


Verse 9. The peace-makers] Expnvn, peace, is com- 
pounded of expevy (ec) év, connecting into one: for as 
war distracts and diwides nations, families, and indi- 
viduals, from each other, inducing them to pursue 
different objects and different interests, so PEACE 
restores them to a state of unity, giving them one 
object, and one interest. A peace-maker is a man who, 
being endowed with a generous public spirit, labours 
for the public good, and feels his own interest pro- 
moted in promoting that of others: therefore, instead 
of fanning the fire of strife, he uses his influence and 
wisdom to reconcile the contending parties, adjust 
their differences, and restore them to a state of unity. 
As all men are represented to be in a state of hostzlity 
to God and each other, the Gospel is called the Gos- 
pel of peace, because it tends to reconcile men to 
God and to each other. Hence our Lord here terms 
peace-makers, the children of God: for as he is the 
Father of peace, those who promote it are reputed his 
children. But whose children are they who foment 
divisions in the Church, the state, or among families 2 
Surely they are not of that Gop, who is the Father of 
peace, and lover of concord; of that Curist, who is 
the sacrifice and mediator of it; of that Spirrr, who 
is the nourisher and bond of peace ; nor of that Cuurcu 
of the Most High, which is the kingdom and family 
of peace. 

St. Clement, Strom. lib. iv. s. 6, am fin. says, that 
“ Some who transpose the Gospels add this verse : 
Happy they who are persecuted by justice, for they shall 
be perfect: happy they who are persecuted on my ac- 
count, for they shall have a place where they shall not 
be persecuted.” 

Verse 10. They which are persecuted] Aedtwyuevor, 
they who are hard pressed upon, and pursued with 
repeated acts of enmity. Parkhurst. They are happy 
who suffer, seems a strange saying: and that the 
righteous should suffer, merely because they are such, 
seems as strange. But such is the enmity of the 
human heart to every thing of God and goodness, 
that all those who live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution in one form or other. As the re- 
ligion of Christ gives no quarter to vice, so the vicious 
will give no quarter to this religion, or to its pro- 
fessors. 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.] That spiritual 

67 


Christians the salt of the earth 


A. M. 4031. 1 e, when men 
nee 11 !Blessed are ye, 


An. Olymp. shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of ™evil 
against you "falsely, for my sake. 

12 °Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great 7s your reward in heaven: for so per- 
secuted they the prophets which were before 
you. 

13 % Ye are the salt of the earth: ¢but if 


1 Luke vi.22.——™ ] Pet. iv. 14. 2 Gr. lying. 0 Luke vi. 23 ; 
Actsy.41; Rom. y.3; Jamesi.2; 1 Pet. iv. 13.—P Neh. ix. 26 ; 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16; chap. xxiii. 34, 37; Acts vii. 52 ; 1 Thess. il. 


kingdom, explained chap. iii. 2, and that kingdom of 
glory which is its counterpart and consequence. 

Verse 11. When men shall revile you, and persecute] 
The persecution mentioned in the preceding verse 
comprehends all outward acts of violence—all that 
the hand can do. This comprehends all calwnny, 
slander, &c., all that the tongue can effect. But as 
dtwxewv, which we render to persecute, is a forensic 
term, and signifies legal persecutions and public ac- 
cusations, which, though totally unsubstantiated, were 
the means of destroying multitudes of the primitive 
Christians, our Lord probably refers to such. No 
Protestant can think, without horror, of the great num- 
bers burnt alive in this country, on such accusations, 
under the popish reign of her who is emphatically 
called Bloody Queen Mary. 

Verse 12. Rejoice] In the testimony of a good 
conscience ; for, without this, suffering has nothing but 
misery in it. 

Be exceeding glad| Ayatd.acbe, leap for joy. ‘There 
are several cases on record, where this was literally 
done by the martyrs, in Queen Mary’s days. 

Great is your reward in heaven] In the Talmudical 
tract Pirkey Aboth, are these words: “ Rabbi Tarpon 
said, The day is short: the work is great: the labour- 
ers are slow: the REWARD Is GREAT: and the father 
of the family is urgent.” 

The followers of Christ are encouraged to suffer 
joyfully on two considerations. 1. They are thereby 
conformed to the prophets who went before. 2. Their 
reward in heaven is a great one. God gives the grace 
to suffer, and then crowns that grace with glory ; hence 
it is plain, the reward is not of debt, but of grace: 
Rom. vi. 23. 

Verse 13. Ye are the salt of the earth} Our Lord 
shows here what the preachers of the Gospel, and 
what all who profess to follow him, should be; the 
salt of the earth, to preserve the world from putrefac- 
tion and destruction. See the note on Lev. ii. 13. 

But if the salt have lost his savour] That this is 
possible in the land of Judea, we have proof from Mr. 
Maundrell, who, describing the Valley of Salt, speaks 
thus: ‘“ Along, on one side of the valley, toward Gi- 
bul, there is a small precipice about two men’s lengths, 
occasioned by the continual taking away of the salt; 
and, in this, you may see how the veins of it lie. I 
broke a piece of it, of which that part that was ex- 
posed to the rain, sun, and air, though it had the sparks 
and particles of salt, YET 1T HAD PERFECTLY LOST 1TS 
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and the light of the world. 


: _M, 4031. 
the salt have lost his savour, where- ey 


with shall it be salted? it is thence- oe yeh. 
forth good for nothing, but to be cast = 
out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

14 *Ye are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men ‘light a candle, and put 
it under ta bushel, but on a candlestick ; and 
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 


15,——« Mark ix. 50; Luke xiv. 34, 35. © Prov. iv. 18; Phil. ii. 
15. s Mark iy. 21; Luke viii. 16; xi. 33. t The word in the 
original signifieth a measure containing about a pint less than a peck. 


savour: the inner part, which was connected to the 
rock, retained its savour, as I found by proof.” See 
his Trav., 5th edit., last page. A preacher, or private 
Christian, who has lost the life of Christ, and the wit- 
ness of his Spirit, out of his soul, may be likened to 
this salt. He may have the sparks and glittering par- 
ticles of true wisdom, but without its unction or com- 
fort. Only that which is connected with the rock, the 
soul that is in union with Christ Jesus by the Holy 
Spirit, can preserve its savour, and be instrumental of 
good to others. , 

To be trodden under foot] There was a species of 
salt in Judea, which was generated at the lake As- 
phaltites, and hence called d:twminous salt, easily ren 
dered vapid, and of no other use but to be spread in a 
part of the temple, to prevent slipping in wet weather. 
This is probably what our Lord alludes to in this place. 
The existence of such a salt, and its application to such 
ause, Schoettgenus has largely proved in his Hore 
Hebraice, vol. i. p. 18, &e. 

Verse 14. Ye are the light of the world] That is, 
the instruments which God chooses to make use of to 
illuminate the minds of men; as he uses the sun (to 
which probably he pointed) to enlighten the world 
Light of the world, poy 33 ner dlam, was a title 
applied to the most eminent rabbins. Christ transfers 
the title from these, and gives it to his own disciples, 
who, by the doctrines that he taught them, were to be 
the means of diffusing the light of life throughout the 
universe. 

A city that is set on a hill] This place may receive 
light from the following passage in Maundrell’s Travels. 
“A few points toward the north (of Tabor) appears 
that which they call the Mount of Beatitudes, a small 
rising, from which our blessed Saviour delivered his 
sermon in the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of 
Matthew. (See the note on ver. 5.) Not far from this 
little hill is the city Saphet, supposed to be the ancient 
Bethulia. Jt stands upon a very eminent and con- 
spicuous mountain, and is SEEN FAR and NEAR. May 
we not suppose that Christ alludes to this city, in these 
words of his, A city set on a hill cannot be hid? 
p- 115. Quesnel] remarks here: ‘The Christian life 
is something very high and sublime, to which we can- 
not arrive without pains: while it withdraws us from 
the earth, and carries us nearer heaven, it places us in 
view, and as a mark, to the malice of carnal men.” 

Verse 15. Neither do men light a candle and put it 
under a bushel] A bushel jodcog :—a, measure both 


Christ is not come to destroy 
A, M4031. 16 Let your light so shine before 


An. Olymp. men, “that they may see your good 
CCL 3. ; 
works, and Yglorify your Father 
which is in heaven. 
17 4 ~ Think not that Iam come to destroy 


uJ Pet. ii. 12. 


¥ John xv. 8; 1 Cor. xiv. 25. 


among the Greeks and Romans, containing a little 
more than a peck English. From some ancient writers 
we learn, that only those who had bad designs hid a 
candle under a bushel ; that, in the dead of the night, 
when all were asleep, they might rise up, and have 
light at hand to help them to effect their horrid purpo- 
ses of murder, &c. See Wetstein, Kypke, Wolf, &c. 

Verse 16. Let your light so shine] Or more lite- 
rally, Thus let your light shine, Ovtw Aapatw To duc. 
As the sun is lighted up in the firmament of heaven 
to diffuse its light and heat freely to every inhabitant 
of the earth; and as the lamp is not set under the 
bushel, but placed upon the lamp-stand that it may give 
light to all in the house; rHus let every follower of 
Christ, and especially every preacher of the Gospel, 
diffuse the light of heavenly knowledge, and. the 
warmth of Divine love through the whole circle of their 
acquaintance. 

That they may see your good works] It is not suffi- 
cient to have light—we must walk in the light, and by 
the light. Our whole conduct should be a perpetual 
comment on the doctrine we have received, and a con- 
stant exemplification of its power and truth. 

And glorify your Father] The following curious 
saying is found in Bammidbar Rabba, s. 15. “The 
Israelites said to the holy blessed God, Thou com- 
mandest us to light lamps to thee; and yet thou art 
the Light of the world, and with thee the light dwell- 
eth. The holy blessed God answered, I do not com- 
mand this because I need light; but that you may re- 
flect light upon me, as I have illuminated you :—that 
the people may say, Behold, how the Israelites illus- 
trate him, who illuminates them in the sight of the 
whole earth.” See more in Schoettgen. Real Chris- 
tians are the children of God—they are partakers of 
his holy and happy nature: they should ever be con- 
cerned for their Father’s honour, and endeavour so to 
recommend him, and his salvation, that others may be 
prevailed on to come to the light, and walk in it. 
Then God is said to be glorified, when the glorious 
power of his grace is manifested in the salvation of men. 

Verse 17. Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law] Do not imagine that I am come to violate the law 
karadvoa, from xara, and Avo, I loose, violate, or dis- 
solve—I am not come to make the law of none effect 
—to dissolve the connection which subsists between 
its several parts, or the obligation men are under to 
have their lives regulated by its moral precepts; nor 
am I come to dissolve the connecting reference it has 
to the good things promised. But I am come, 7Anpwoat, 
to complete—to perfect its connection and reference, 
to accomplish every thing shadowed forth in the Mosaic 
ritual, to fill up its great design; and to give grace to 
all my followers, tAnpwoat, to fill up, or complete, 
every moral duty. In a word, Christ completed the 
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the law or the prophets. 


the law, or the prophets; I am 4,M 4031. 

not come to destroy, but to An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3. 

fulfil. paar sean 

18 For, verily I say unto you, * Till heaven 

and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 


w Rom. iii. 31; x. 4; Gal. ili. 24. x Luke xvi. 17. 


law: Ist. In itself, it was only the shadow, the typi- 
cal representation, of good things to come; and he 
added to it that which was necessary to make it per- 
fect, HIS OWN SACRIFICE, Without which it could neither 
satisfy God, nor sanctify men. 2dly. He completed 
it 7n himself, by submitting to its types with an exact 
obedience, and verifying them by his death upon the 
cross. 3dly. He completes this law, and the sayings 
of his prophets, in his members, by giving them grace 
to love the Lord with all their heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, and their neighbour as themselves ; for this is 
all the Jaw and the prophets. 

It is worthy of observation, that the word 119) ga- 
mar, among the rabbins, signifies not only to fulfil, but 
also to teach ; and, consequently, we may infer that our 
Lord intimated, that the law and the prophets were 
still to be taught or inculeated by him and his disciples ; 
and this he and they have done in the most pointed 
manner. See the Gospels and epistles; and see es- 
pecially this sermon on the mount, the Epistle of 
James, and the Epistle to the Hebrews. And this 
meaning of the word gives the clear sense of the apos- 
tle’s words, Colos. i. 25. Whereof I am made a mi- 
nister, TAnpwcat Tov Aoyov Tov Oeov, to fulfil the word 
of God, i. e. to teach the doctrine of God. 

Verse 18. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven] 
In the very commencement of his ministry, Jesus 
Christ teaches the instability of all visible things. 
*«’The heaven which you see, and which is so glorious, 
and the earth which you inhabit and love, shall pass 
away ; for the things which are seen are temporal, 
mpookatpa, are for a time ; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal awvia, ever-during,” 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
And the worp of the Lord endureth for ever. 

One jot or one tittle] One yod, (*,) the smallest letter 
in the Hebrew alphabet. One tittle or point, Kepaca, 
either meaning those points which serve for vowels in 
this language, if they then existed; or the seraphs, or 
points of certain letters, such as 9 resh, or 1 daleth, 7 
he, or 1) cheth (as the change of any of these into the 
other would make a most essential alteration in the 
sense, or, as the rabbins say, destroy the world.) Or 
our Lord may refer to the little ornaments which cer- 
tain letters assume on their tops, which cause them to 
appear like small branches. The following letters 
only can assume coronal apices, ¥ tsaddi—) gimel— 
t zain—) nun—t teth—y ayin—w shin. These, 
with the coronal apices, often appear in MSS. 

That this saying, one jot or one tittle, is a proverbial 
mode of expression among the Jews, and that it ex- 
pressed the meaning given to it above, is araply proved 
by the extracts in Lightfoot and Schoettgen. The reader 
will not be displeased to find a few of them here, if he 
can bear with the allegorical and strongly figurative 
language of the rabbins. 
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Sea. 4031. wise pass from the law, till all be 
An. Olymp. fulfilled. 

19 Y Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whoso- 
ever shall do and teach them, the same shall 


y James ii. 10. Z Rom. ix. 31; x. 3. 


“The book of Deuteronomy came and prostrated 
itself before the Lord, and said : ‘ O Lord of the world, 
thou hast written in me thy law; but now, a Testa- 
ment defective in some parts is defective in all. Be- 
hold, Solomon endeavours to root the letter * yod out of 
me.’ (In this text, Deut. xvi. 5. DW] IY x9 lo 
yirbeh, nashim, he shall not multiply wives.) The 
holy blessed God answered, ‘ Solomon and a thousand 
such as he shall perish, but the least word shall not 
perish out of thee.” 

In Shir Hashirim Rabba, are these words : “ Should 
all the inhabitants of the earth gather together, in or- 
der to whiten one feather of a crow, they could not 
succeed: so, if all the inhabitants of the earth shonld 
unite to abolish one » yod, which is the smallest letter 
in the whole law, they should not be able to effect it.” 

In Vayikra Rabba, s. 19, it is said: “ Should any 
person in the words of Deut. vi. 4, Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God is IM achad, one Lord, change the 
5 daleth into a> resh, he would ruin the world.” [Be- 
cause, in that case, the word IHN achar, would signify 
a strange or false God.]| 

“Should any one, in the words of Exod. xxxiv. 14, 
Thou shalt worship no OTHER, WS achar, God, change 
4 resh into 4 daleth, he would ruin the world.” [Be- 
cause the command would then run, Thou shalt not 
worship the onuy or true God.] 

“‘ Should any one in the words of Levit. xxii. 32, 
Neither shall ye prorane \OonN techalelu, my holy 
name, change 1 cheth into MN he, he would ruin the 
world.” [Because the sense of the commandment 
would then be, Neither shall ye Praise my holy name.| 

* Should any one, in the words of Psa. cl. 6, Let 
every thing that hath breath praise, 49MN tehalel, the 
Lord, change 7 hé into W cheth, he would ruin the 
world,” [Because the command would then run, Let 
every thing that hath breath prorane the Lord.] 

“‘ Should any one, in:the words of Jer. v. 10, They 
lied against the Lord, 1171 bethovah, change 2 beth 
into 3 caph, he would ruin the world.” [For then the 
words would run, They led tie the Lord, | 

“Should any one, in the words of Hosea v. 7, They 
have dealt treacherously, WiV1 beihovah, against the 
Lord, change 3 beth into 5 caph, he would ruin the 
world.” [For then the words would run, They have 
dealt treacherously tixn the Lord.| 

“ Should any one, in the words of 1 Sam. ii, 2, 
There is none holy as the Lord, change 5 caph into 3 
beth, he would ruin the world.” [For then the words 
would mean, There is no holiness 1x the Lord.]} 

These examples fully prove that the «a xepaa of 
our Lord, refers to the apices, points, or corners, that 
distinguish 3 beth from 3 caph; 1 cheth from 7 hé ; 
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break Christ’s commandments. 


be called great in the kingdom of 4,M, 403). 
heaven. Ang E 

20 For I say unto you, That ex- ———— - 
cept your righteousness shall exceed ” the rght- 
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


21 § Ye have heard that it was said *by 


2 Or, to them. 


and 9 resh from 5% daleth. For the reader will at once 
perceive, how easily a 3 caph may be turned into a 3 
beth; an hé into a N cheth; anda resh intoa 4 
daleth: and he will also see of what infinite conse- 
quence it is to write and print such letters correctly. 

Till all be fulfilled.| Or, accomplished. Though all 
earth and hell should join together to hinder the ac- 
complishment of the great designs of the Most High, 
yet it shall all be in vain—even the sense of a single 
letter shall not be lost. The words of God, which 
point out his designs, are as unchangeable as his nature 
itself. Every sinner, who perseveres in his iniquity, 
shall surely be punished with separation from God and 
the glory of his power; and every soul that turns to 
God, through Christ, shall as surely be saved, as that 
Jesus himself hath died. 

Verse 19. Whosoever—shall break one of these least 
commandments| 'The Pharisees were remarkable for 
making a distinction between weightier and lighter 
matters in the law, and between what has been called, 
in a corrupt part of the Christian Church, mortal and 
venial sins. See on chap. xxii. 36. 

Whosoever shall break. What an awful considera- 
tion is this! He who, by his mode of acting, speak- 
ing, or explaining the words of God, sets the holy 
precept astde, or explains away its force and meaning, 
shall be called least—shall have no place inthe kingdom 
of Christ here, nor in the kingdom of glory above. 
That this is the meaning of these words is evident 
enough from the following verse. 

Verse 20. Except your righteousness shall exceed] 
meptocevon, Unless your righteousness abound more— 
unless it take in, not only the letter, but the spirit and 
design of the moral and ritual precept; the one di- 
recting you how to walk so as to please God; the 
other pointing out Christ, the great Atonement, through 
and by which a sinner is enabled to do so—more than 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, who only attend to 
the letter of the law, and had indeed made even that 
of no effect by their traditions—ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. This fully explains the mean- 
ing of the preceding verse. The old English word is 
hepipnyy, right-wiseness, i. €. complete, thorough, 
excellent wispom. For a full explanation of this verse, 
see Luke xviii. 10, &c. 

Verse 21. Ye have heard that it was said by them 
of old time] toc apyacorc, to or by the ancients. By 
the ancients, we may understand those who lived }e- 
fore the law, and those who lived wnder it; for mur- 
der was, in the most solemn manner, forbidden before, 
as well as under, the law, Gen. ix. 5, 6. 

But it is very likely that our Lord refers here mere- 
ly to traditions and glosses relative to the ancient 


Anger toward a brother, 


A, M4031. them of old time, »Thou shalt not 


ei ote kill; and whosoever shall kill, shall 
IESE : : 

be in danger of the judgment: 
22 But I say unto you, That * whosoever 


b Exod. xx. 13; Deut. v. 17. ©} John iii. 15. 


Mosaic ordinance; and such as, by their operation, 
rendered the primitive command of little or no effect. 
Murder from the beginning’ has been punished with 
death ; and it is, probably, the only crime that should 
be punished with death. There is much reason to 
doubt, whether the punishment of death, inflicted for 
any other crime, is not in itself murder, whatever the 
authority may be that has instituted it. GOD, and the 
greatest legislators that have ever been in the universe, 
are of the same opinion. See Montesquieu, Black- 
stone, and the Marquis Beccaria, and the arguments and 
testimonies lately produced by Sir Samuel Romilly, in 
his motion for the amendment of the criminal laws of 
this kingdom. It is very remarkable, that the criminal 
code published by Joseph II., late emperor of Ger- 
many, though it consists of seventy-one capital crimes, 
has not death attached to any of them. Even murder, 
with an intention to 70), is punished only with “ im- 
prisonment for thirty years, to lie on the floor, to have 
no nourishment but bread and water, to be closely 
chained, and to be publicly whipped once a year, with 
less than one hundred lashes.” See Colquhoun on 
the Police of the City of London, p. 272. 

Verse 22. Whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause] ‘o opyouevoc—ekn, who is vainly 
incensed. ‘* This translation is literal; and the very 
objectionable phrase, wzthout a cause, is left out, evxy 
being more properly translated by that above.” What 
our Lord seems here to prohibit, is not merely that 
miserable facility which some have of being angry at 
every trifle, continually taking offence against their best 
friends ; but that anger which leads a man to commit 
outrages against another, thereby subjecting himself to 
that punishment which was to be inflicted on those who 
break the peace. Evxy, vainly, or, as in the common 
translation, without a cause, is wanting in the famous 
Vatican MS. and two others, the Ethiopic, latter Ara- 
bic, Saxon, Vulgate, two copies of the old Jtala, J. 
Martyr, Ptolomeus, Origen, Tertullian, and by all the 
ancient copies quoted by St. Jerome. It was probably 
a marginal gloss originally, which in process of time 
crept into the text. 

Shall be in danger of the judgment] evoxoc erat, 
shall be liable to the judgment. ‘That is, to have the 
matter brought before a senate, composed of twenty- 
three magistrates, whose business it was to judge in 
cases cf murder and other capital crimes. Jt punished 
criminals by strangling or beheading ; but Dr. Light- 
foot supposes the judgment of God to be intended. 
See at. the end of this chapter. 

Raca} np" from the Hebrew p> rak, to be empty. 
It signifies a vain, empty, worthless fellow, shallow 
brains, a term of great contempt. Such expressions 
were punished among the Gentoos by a heavy fine. 
See all the cases, Code of Gentoo Laws, chap. xv. 
sec. 2. 

The council] Zvvedpiov, the famous council, known 


CHAP. ¥. 


without cause, forbidden 


is angry with his brother without cen 
a cause, shall be in danger of the An. Olymp. 
judgment: and whosoever shall say 


to his brother, 4Raca,® shall be in danger of 


aT hat is, vain fellow ; 2 Sam. vi. 20. © James ii. 20. 


among the Jews by the name of Sanhedrin. It was 
composed of seventy-two elders, six chosen out of 
each tribe. This grand Sanhedrin not only received 
appeals from the inferior Sanhedrins, or court of twenty- 
three mentioned above; but could alone take cogni- 
zance, in the first instance, of the highest crimes, and 
alone inflict the punishment of stoning. 

Thou fool| Moreh, probably from AV marah, to 
rebel, a rebel against God, apostate from all good. 
This term implied, among the Jews, the highest enor- 
mity, and most ageravated guilt. Among the Gentoos, 
such an expression was punished by cutting out the 
tongue, and thrusting a hot iron, of ten fingers’ breadth, 
into the mouth of the person who used it. Code of 
Gentoo Laws, chap. xv. sec. 2. p. 212. 

Shall be in danger of hell fire.| evoxog ecat erg tyv 
yeevvav Tov Tupoe, shall be liable to the hell of fire. Our 
Lord here alludes to the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
DIN Ghi hinom. This place was near Jerusalem, 
and had been formerly used for those abominable sa- 
crifices, in which the idolatrous Jews had caused their 
children to pass through the fire to Molech. A par- 
ticular place in this valley was called Tophet, from 
NaN tophet, the fire stove, in which some supposed 
they burnt their children alive to the above idol. See 
2 Kings xan. 10; 2 Chron. xxvin- 3; Jer. yu. 31, 
32. From the circumstance of this valley having 
been the scene of those infernal sacrifices, the Jews, 
in our Saviour’s time, used the word for hell, the place 
of the damned. See the word applied in this sense 
by the Targum, on Ruth ii. 12; Psa. exl. 12; Gen. 
lil. 24; xv. 17. It is very probable that our Lord 
means no more here than this : if a man charge another 
with apostasy from the Jewish religion, or rebellion 
against God, and cannot prove his charge, then he is 
exposed to that punishment (burning alive) which the 
other must have suffered, if the charge had been sub- 
stantiated. There are three kinds of offences here, 
which exceed each other in their degrees of guilt, 
Ist. Anger against a man, accompanied with some in- 
jurious act. 2dly. Contempt, expressed by the oppro- 
brious epithet raka, or shallow brains. 3dly. Hatred 
and mortal enmity, expressed by the term moreh, or 
apostate, where such apostasy could not be proved. 
Now, proportioned to these three offences were three 
different degrees of punishment, each exceeding the 
other in its severity, as the offences exceeded each other 
in their different degrees of guilt. Ist. The judg- 
ment, the council of twenty-three, which could inflict 
the punishment of strangling. 2dly. The Sanhedrin, 
or great council, which could inflict the punishment of 
stoning. And 3dly. The being burnt alive in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom. ‘This appears to be the 
meaning of our Lord. 

Now, if the above offences were to be so severely 
punished, which did not immediately affect the life of 
another, how much sorer must the punishment of mur- 
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Forgiveness of 


A.M. 4031. the council: but whosoever shall 

A. D. 27. ; 

An. Olymp. say, Thou fool, shall be in danger 

COs: of hell fire. 

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee ; 

24 & Leave there thy gift before the altar, and 
go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, 


and then come and offer thy gift. 


f Chap. vill. 4; xxiii. 19——€ See Job xlii. 8; chap. xviii. 19; 
Ii ims 118 Petey. 


der be !—ver. 21. And as there could not be a greater 
punishment inflicted than death, in the above terrific 
forms, and this was to be inflicted for minor crimes ; 
then the punishment of murder must not only have 
death here, but a hell of fire in the eternal world, at- 
tached to it. It seems that these different degrees of 
guilt, and the punishment attached to each, had not 
been properly distinguished among the Jews. Our 
Lord here calls their attention back to them, and gives 
them to understand, that in the coming world there are 
different degrees of punishment prepared for different 
degrees of vice; and that not only the outward act of 
iniquity should be judged and punished by the Lord, 
but that injurious words, and evil passions, should all 
meet their just recompense and reward. Murder is 
the most punishable of all crimes, according to the 
written law, in respect both of our neighbours and civil 
society. But he who sees the heart, and judges it by 
the eternal law, punishes as much a word or a desire, 
if the hatred whence they proceed be complete and 
perfected, Dr. Lightfoot has some curious observa- 
tions on this passage in the preface to his Harmony of 
the Evangelists. See his works, vol. ii., and the 
conclusion of this chapter, 

Verse 23. Therefore if thou bring thy gift] Evil 
must be nipped in the bud. An unkind thought of 
another may be the foundation of that which leads to 
actual murder. A Christian, properly speaking, cannot 
be an enemy to any man; nor is he to consider any 
man his enemy, without the fullest evidence ; for sur- 
mises to the prejudice of another can never rest in 
the bosom of him who has the love of God in his 
heart, for to him all men are brethren. He sees all 
men as children of God, and members of Christ, or at 
Jeast capable of becoming such. If a tender forgiving 
spirit was required, even in a Jew, when he approached 
God’s altar with a bullock or a lamb, how much more 
necessary is this in a man who professes to be a fol- 
lower of the Lamb of God; especially when he re- 
ceives the symbols of that Sacrifice which was offered 
for the life of the world, in what is commonly called 
the sacrament of the Lord’s supper ! 

Verse 24. Leave there thy gift before the altar] This 
is as much as to say, “ Do not attempt to bring any 
offering to God while thou art in a spirit of enmity 
against any person ; or hast any difference with thy 
neighbour, which thou hast not used thy diligence to 
get adjusted.” It is our duty and interest, both to 
bring our gift, and offer it too; but God will not ac- 
cept of any act of religious worship from us, while 
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injuries inculcated. 


25 > Apree with thine adversary A: M. 2031. 
quickly, i while thou art in the way An. Olypp. 
with him; lest at any time the 
adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the 
judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be 
cast into prison. 

26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no 
means come out thence, till thou hast paid the 


uttermost farthing. 


h Proy. xxv. 8; Luke xii. 58, 59.—i See Psa. xxxii. 6; 
Isa. lv. 6. 


any enmity subsists in our hearts towards any soul of 
man; or while any subsists in our neighbour’s heart 
towards us, which we have not used the proper means 
to remove. A religion, the very essence of which is 
love, cannot suffer at its altars a heart that is revengeful 
and uncharitable, or which does not use its utmost 
endeavours to revive love in the heart of another. 
The original word, dwpoy, which we translate gift, is 
used by the rabbins in Hebrew letters })1174 doron, 
which signifies not only a gift, but a sacrifice offered 
to God. See several proofs in Schoetigen. 

Then come and offer thy gift.| Then, when either 
thy brother is reconciled to thee, or thou hast done 
all in thy power to effect this reconciliation. My own 
obstinacy and uncharitableness must render me utterly 
unfit to receive any good from God’s hands, or to 
worship him in an acceptable manner; but the 
wickedness of another can be no hinderance to me, 
when I have endeavoured earnestly to get it removed, 
though without effect. 

Verse 25. Agree with thine adversary quickly] Ad- 
versary, avtidixoc, properly a plaintiff in law—a per- 
fect law term. Our Lord enforces the exhortation 
given in the preceding verses, from the consideration 
of what was deemed prudent in ordinary law-suits. 
In such cases, men shonld make up matters with the 
utmost speed, as running through the whole course of 
a law-suit must not only be vexatious, but be attended 
with great expense ; and in the end, though the loser 
may be ruined, yet the gainer has nothing. A good 
use of this very prudential advice of our Lord is this: 
Thou art a sinner ; God hath a controversy with thee. 
There is but a step between thee and death. Now is 
the accepted time. Thou art invited to return to God 
by Christ Jesus. Come immediately at his call, and 
he will save thy soul. Delay not! Eternity is at 
hand; and if thou die in thy sins, where God is thou 
shalt never come. 

Those who make the adversary, God ; the judge, 
Christ ; the officer, Death ; and the prison, Hell, abuse 
the passage, and highly dishonour God. 

Verse26. Theuttermost farthing.| Kodpavtny. The 
rabbins have this Greek word corrupted into D4MIY459 
kordiontes, and pip, Aontrik, and say, that two 
nid prutoth make a kontarik, which is exactly the 
same with those words in Mark xii. 42, Aerra dvo, o 
eote Kodpavtnc, two mutes, which are one farthing. 
Hence it appears that the Aerrov lepton was the same 
as the prutah. The weight of the prutah was half a 
barley-corn, and it was the smallest coin among the 
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Impure thoughts, §c., condemned. 


A. M. 4031. 


ep o7. 27 4 Ye have heard that it was 


AD Ove. said by them of old time, *Thow 


— shalt not commit adultery : 

28 But I say unto you, That whosoever 
'Jooketh on a woman, to lust after her, hath 
committed adultery with her already in his 
neart. 

202>-And—it thy right eye ™ offend thee, 
° pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is 


k Exod. xx. 14; Deut. v. 18. iJob xxxi.1; Prov. vi. 25; 
see Gen. xxxiv. 2; 2 Sam. xi. 2. 


Jews, as the kodrantes, or farthing, was the smallest 
coin among the Romans. If the matter issue in law, 
strict justice will be done, and your creditor be 
allowed the fulness of his just claim; but if, while 
you are on the way, going to the magistrate, you come 
to a friendly agreement with him, he will relax in his 
claims, take a part for the whole, and the composition 
be, in the end, both to Azs and your profit. 

This text has been considered a proper foundation 
on which to build not only the doctrine of a purga- 
tory, but also that of universal restoration. But the 
most unwarrantable violence must be used before it 
can be pressed into the service of either of the above 
antiscriptural doctrines. At the most, the text can 
only be considered as a metaphorical representation 
of the procedure of the great Judge ; and let it ever 
be remembered, that by the general consent of all 
(except the basely interested) no metaphor is ever to 
be produced in proof of any doctrine. In the things 
that concern our eternal salvation, we need the most 
pointed and express evidence on which to establish the 
faith of our souls. 

Verse 27. Ye have heard that it was said by them 
of old] By the ancients, rowg apyatore is omitted by 
nearly a hundred MSS., and some of them of the very 
greatest antiquity and authority ; also by the Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Armenian, Gothic, and Sclavonian versions ; 
by four copies of the old Jtala ; and by Origen, Cyril, 
Theophylact, Euthymius, and Hilary. On this autho- 
rity Wetstein and Griesbach have left it out of the text. 

Verse 28. Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her] ErcOvynoat avery, earnestly to covet her. 
The verb, exc@vuew, is undoubtedly used here by our 
Lord, in the sense of coveting through the influence 
of impure desire. The word is used in precisely the 
same sense, on the same subject, by Herodotus, book 
the first, near the end. I will give the passage, but I 
dare not translate it. To the learned reader it will 
justify my translation, and the unlearned must take 
my wori. Tyo ENMIOYMHEEL yuvaccog Maocayern¢ 
avnp, woyera adewc. Raphelius, on this verse, says, 
enwWvuewy hoc loco, est turpi cupiditate mulieris poti- 
unde flagrare. In all these cases, our blessed Lord 
points out the spirituality of the law; which was a 
matter to which the Jews paid very little attention. 
Indeed it is the property of a Pharisee to abstain only 
from the outward crime. Men are very often less in- 
quisitive to know how far the will of God extends, 
that they may please him in performing it, than they 
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The offending eye, hand, §c. 


profitable for thee that one of thy oe 
members should perish, and not An. Olymp. 
that thy whole body should be cast ee 
into hell. 

30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it 
off, and cast it from thee : for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should be cast 
into hell. 


™Ch. xviii. 8,9; Mark ix. 43-47, » Or, do cause thee to offend. 
° See chap. xix. 12; Rom. viii. 13; 1 Cor. ix. 27; Col. iii. 5. 


are to know how far they may satisfy their lusts with- 
out destroying their bodies and souls utterly, by an 
open violation of his law. 

Hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart.) It is the earnest wish or desire of the soul, 
which, in a variety of cases, constitutes the good or evil 
of an act. Ifa man earnestly wish to commit an 
evil, but cannot, because God puts time, place, and 
opportunity out of his power, he is fully chargeable 
with the iniquity of the act, by that God who searches 
and judges the heart. So, if a man earnestly wish 
to. do some kindness, which it is out of his power to 
perform, the act is considered as his; because God, 
in this case, as in that above, takes the will for the 
deed. If voluntary and deliberate looks and desires 
make adulterers and adulleresses, how many persons 
are there whose whole life is one continued crime! 
whose eyes being full of adultery, they cannot cease from 
sin, 2 Pet. iit. 14. Many would abhor to commit one 
external act before the eyes of men, in a temple of 
stone ; and yet they are not afraid to commit a mul- 
titude of such acts in the temple of their hearts, and 
in the sight of God! 

Verse 29. And if thy right eye offend thee] The 
right eye and the right hand are used here to point out 
those sins which appear most pleasing and profitable 
to us; from which we must be separated, if we 
desire ever to see the kingdom of God. 

Offend thee] Zxardarer ce. Te fait broncher, cause 
thee to stumble, French Bible. ZxavdadnOpa is ex- 
plained by Suzdas, “that piece of wood in a trap, or 
pit for wild beasts, which, being trodden upon by them, 
causes them to fall into the trap or pit.” The word 
in Suwidas appears to be compounded of cravdarov 
a stumbling-block, or something that causes a man to 
trip, and Aabpa private or hidden. ‘Thus then the 
right eye may be considered the darling idol ; the right 
hand, the profitable employment, pursued on sinful 
principles ; these become snares and traps to the soul, 
by which 7¢ falls into the pit of perdition. 

Verses 29,30. Pluck it out—cut it off | We must 
shut our senses against dangerous objects, to avoid 
the occasions of sin, and deprive ourselves of all that 
is most dear and profitable to us, in order to save our 
souls, when we find that these dear and profitable 
things, however innocent in themselves, cause us to 
sin against God. 

It is profitable for thee that one of thy members] 
Men often part with some members of the body, as 
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eee a 31 It hath been said, ? Whosoever 


An. Olymp. shall put away his wife, let him give 
ce eva writing of divorcement : 
32 But I say unto you, That * whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of 


P Deut. xxiv. 1; Jer. ili. 1; see chap. xix. 3, &c; Mark 
x. 2, &e. 


the discretion of a surgeon, that they may preserve 
the trunk, and die a little later; and yet they will 
not deprive themselves of a look, a touch, a small 
pleasure, which endanger the eternal death of the 
soul. It is not enough to shut the eye, or stop the 
hand; the one must be plucked out, and the other 
cut off. Neither is this enough, we must cast them 
both from us. Not one moment’s truce with an evil 
passion, or a sinful appetite. If you indulge them, 
they will gain strength, and you shall be ruined. The 
rabbins have a saying similar to this: “ It is better 
for thee to be scorched with a little fire in this world, 
than to be burned with a devouring fire in the world 
to come.” 

Verse 31. Whosoever shall put away his wife] The 
Jewish doctors gave great license in the matter of 
dwvorce. Among them, a man might divorce his wife 
if she displeased him even in the dressing of his 
victuals ! 

Rabbi Akiba said, “ If any man saw a woman hand- 
somer than his own wife, he might put his wife away ; 
because it is said in the law, If she find not favour in 
his eyes.” Deut. xxiv. 1. 

Josephus, the celebrated Jewish historian, in his Life, 
tells us, with the utmost coolness and indifference, 
“ About this time I put away my wife, who had borne 
me three children, not being pleased with her manners.” 

These two cases are sufficient to show to what a 
scandalous and criminal excess this matter was carried 
among the Jews. However, it was allowed by the 
school of Shammaz, that no man was to put away his 
wife unless for adultery. The school of Hillel gave 
much greater license. 

A writing of divorcement] The following is the 
common form of such a writing. See Maimonides and 
Lightfoot. 

*¢On the day of the week A. inthe month B. in the 
year C. from the beginning of the world, according to 
the common computation in the province of D., I, N. 
the son of N. by whatever name I am called, of the 
city E. with entire consent of mind, and without any 
compulsion, have divorced, dismissed, and expelled 
“thee—thee, I say, M. the daughter of M. by whatever 
name thou art called, of the city E. who wast heretofore 
my wife: but now I have dismissed thee—thee, I say, 
M. the daughter of M. by whatever name thou art 
called, of the city E. so as to be free, and at thine own 
disposal, to marry whomsoever thou pleasest, without 
hinderance from any one, from this day for ever. Thou 
art therefore free for any man. Let this be thy bill of 
divorce from me, a writing of separation and expulsion, 
according to the law of Moses and Israel. 


Revsen, son of Jacob, Witness. 
Exiezar, son of Gilead, Witness.” 
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fornication, causeth her to commit wa 
adultery : and whosoever shall marry - or 
her that is divorced, committeth a 
adultery. 


33 9 Again, ye have heard that * it hath been 


4 Chap. xix. 9; Luke xvi. 18; Rom. vii. 3; 1 Cor. vii. 10, mit 
t Chap. xxii. 16. 


God permitted this evil to prevent a greater; and, 
perhaps, to typify his repudiating the Jews, who were 
his first spouse. 

Verse 32. Saving for the cause of fornication] Aoyou 
ropvetac, on account of whoredom. As fornication sig- 
nifies no more than the unlawful connection of wnmar- 
ried persons, it cannot be used here with propriety, 
when speaking of those who are married. I have 
therefore translated 2oyov mopverac, on account of 
whoredom. It does not appear that there is any other 
case in which Jesus Christ admits of divorce. A real 
Christian ought rather to beg of God the grace to bear 
patiently and quietly the imperfections of his wife, 
than to think of the means of being parted from her. 
“ But divorce was allowed by Moses;” yes, for the 
hardness of their hearts it was permitted: but what 
was permitted to an uncircumcised heart among the 
Jews, should not serve for a rule to a heart in which 
the love of God has been shed abroad by the Holy 
Spirit. Those who form a matrimonial connection in 
the fear and love of God, and under his direction, will 
never need a divorce. But those who marry as passion 
or money lead the way, may be justly considered adul- 
terers and adulteresses as long as they live. 

Verse 33. Thou shalt not forswear thyself | They 
dishonour the great God, and break this commandment, 
who use frequent oaths and imprecations, even in re- 
ference to things that are true; and those who make 
vows and promises, which they either cannot perform, 
or do not design to fulfil, are not less criminal. Swear- 
mg in civil matters is become so frequent, that the 
dread and obligation of an oath are utterly lost in it. 
In certain places, where oaths are frequently adminis- 
tered, people have been known to kiss their thumd or 
pen, instead of the book, thinking thereby to avoid the 
sin of perjury; but this is a shocking imposition on 
their own souls. See the notes on Deut. iv. 26; 
vale als}. 

Perform unto the Lord thine oaths] The morality 
of the Jews on this point was truly execrable: they 
maintained, that a man might swear with his lips, and 
annul it in the same moment in his heart. Rab. Akiba 
is quoted as an example of this kind of swearing. 
See Schoetigen. 


Verse 34. Swear not at all] Much has been said in 
vindication of the propriety of swearing in civil cases 
before a magistrate, and much has been said against it. 
The best way is to have as little to do as possible with 
oaths. An oath will not bind a knave nor a liar; and 
an honest man needs none, for his character and con- 
duct swear for him. On this subject the advice of 
Epictetus is very good : “Swear not at all, if possible ; 
if you cannot avoid, do it as little as you can.” Enchir. 
c. 44. See on Deut. iv. 26; vi. 13. 
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Against all profane 


A.M. 4031. said by them of old time, * Thou 


An. Olymp. shalt not forswear thyself, but t shalt 
CCL. 3. 

perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 
34 But I say unto you, "Swear not at all: 

neither by heaven; for it is ¥ God's throne: 
35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool : 


§ Exod. xx. 7; Lev. xix. 12; Num. xxx. 2; Deut. v. 11. 
t Deut. xxiii. 23. 


CHAP. IY. 


and common swearing 


neither by J erusalem paoratis Tithe A gt 203. 
city of the great king. 

36 Neither shalt thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst not make one 
hair white or black. 

37 * But let your communication be, Yea, 


An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3. 


4 Chap. xxiii. 16, 18,22; James v. 12. V Isa. Ixvi. 1. 
xlvili. 2; Ixxxvil. 3. x Col. iv. 6; James v. 12. 
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Verses 34, 35. Neither by heaven, &c.] It was a 
custom among the Scythians, when they wished to 
bind themselves in the most solemn manner, to swear 
by the king’s throne ; and if the king was at any time 
sick, they believed it was occasioned by some one’s 
having taken the oath falsely. Herod. 1. iv. 

Who is there among the traders and people of this 
world who obey this law? A common swearer is con- 
stantly perjuring himself: such a person should never 
be trusted. When we make any promise contrary to 
the command of God, taking, as a pledge of our sin- 
cerity, either Gop, or something belonging to him, we 
engage that which is not ours, without the Master’s 
consent. God manifests his glory in heaven, as upon 
his throne; he imprints the footsteps of his perfections 
upon the earth, his footstool ; and shows that his holi- 
ness and his grace reign in his temple as the place of 
his residence. Let it be our constant care to seek and 
honour God in all his works. 

Verse 36. Nezther shalt thou swear by thy head] 
For these plain reasons: 1st. God commands thee not 
to do it. 2dly. Thou hast nothing which is thy own, 
and thou shouldst not pledge another’s property. - 3dly. 
It never did, and never can, answer any good purpose. 
And 4thly. Being a breach of the law of God, it is the 
way to everlasting misery. 

Verse 37. Let your communication be, Yea, yea; 
Nay. nay| That is, a positive affirmation, or negation, 
according to your knowledge of the matter concerning 
which you are called to testify. Do not equivocate ; 
mean what you assert, and adhere to your assertion. 
Hear what a heathen says on this subject :— 


Eyfpoc yap fot Ketvoc ‘ouwe aidao TvAnow, 
Oc y’eTepoy fev Kever eve bpecty, addro de Baler. 
Hom. Il. ix. 312. 


“ He whose words agree not with his private thoughts 
is as detestable to me as the gates of hell.” See on 
Josh. ii. at the end. 

See the subject of swearing particularly considered 
in the note at the conclusion of Deut. chap. vi. 

Whatsoever is more than these| That is, more than 
a bare affirmation or negation, according to the require- 
ments of Eternal Truth, cometh of evil; or, 2s of the 
wicked one—ek tov movnpov ecu, i. e. the devil, the 
father of superfluities and les. One of Selden’s MSS. 
and Gregory Nyssen, a commentator of the fourth cen- 
tury, have ex tov diaBodov eciv, is of the devil. 

That the Jews were notoriously guilty of common 
swearing, for which our Lord particularly reprehends 
them, and warns his disciples against, and that they 
swore by heaven, by earth, by Jerusalem, by their 
head, &c., the following extracts, made by Dr. Light- 
foot from their own writings, amply testify :— 
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“Tt was customary and usual among them to swear 
by the creatures. ‘If any swear by heaven, by earth, 
by the sun, &c., although the mind of the swearer be, 
under these words, to swear by Him who created them, 
yet this is not an oath. Or, if any swear by some of 
the prophets, or by some of the books of the Scripture, 
although the sense of the swearer be to swear by Him 
that sent that prophet, or that gave that book, neverthe- 
less, this is not an oath. Matmonipgs.’ 

“ Tf any adjure another by heaven or earth, he is 
not gully. Taumup. 

“They swore by HEAVEN, NI [3 D'DWN hashsha- 
mayim, ken hu, ‘ By heaven, so it 1s.’ Bas. Brrac. 

“They swore by the TempLe. ‘ When turtles and 
young pigeons were sometimes sold at Jerusalem for a 
penny of gold, Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel said, 
min piynn By this habvtation (that is, by this rempLe) 
I will not rest this night, unless they be sold for a 
penny of silver.’ Cuserrorn, cap. i. 

“ R. Zechariah ben Ketsab said, WN nyon ‘ By this 
TEMPLE, the hand of the woman departed not out of 
my hand.—R. Jochanan said, xoo’n ‘ By the Tem- 
PLE, it is in our hand, &c.’ KetuspotH and Bas. 
Kipusain. 

“ Bava ben Buta swore by the TEMPLE in the end 
of the tract Cherithuth, and Rabban Simeon ben Ga- 
maliel in the beginning, )xqw"2 AMID MN—And so was 
the custom in Israel.—Note this, so was the custom. 
Jucas. fol. 56. 

“'They swore by the city Jerusalem. R. Judah 
saith, ‘ He that saith, By Jerusatem, saith nothing, 
unless with an intent purpose he shall vow towards 
Jerusalem.’ Where also, after two lines coming between 
those forms of swearing and vowing, are added, powiy 
byna bond San obzrva dou 5 ‘ Jerusalem, For 
Jerusalem, By Jerusalem.—The Temple, For the tem- 
ple, By the temple.—The Altar, For the altar, By 
the altar.—The Lamb, For the Lamb, By the Lamb. _ 
—The Chambers of the Temple, For the chambers of 
the temple, By the chambers of the temple.—The 
Word, For the Word, By the Word.—The Sacrifices 
on Fire, For the sacrifices on fire, By the sacrifices on 
fire.—The Dishes, For the dishes, By the dishes.— 
By all these things, that I will do this to you.’ 
Tosaputr. ad. Nepario. 

“They swore by their own HEADS. ‘ One is bound 
to swear to his neighbour, and he saith, M3 % 
wx Vow (or swear) to me by the life of thy head, &c. 
SANHEDR. cap. 3. 

“One of the holiest of their precepts relative to 
swearing was this: ‘ Be not much in oaths, although 
one should swear concerning things that are true ; for 
in much swearing it is impossible not to profane.’ Tract. 
Demal.”—See Lightfoot’s Works, vol. il. p. 149, 
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Against revenge and 


SOMOS, isnt : . 
Rae yeas Nay, nay; for whatsoever is 


An. Olymp. more than these cometh of evil. 
Seb 38 4 Ye have heard that it hath 
been said, Y An eye for an eye, and-a tooth 
for a tooth: 
39 But I say unto you, 7 That ye resist not 
evil: * but whosoever shall smite thee on thy 


ST. MATTHEW. 


resentment of injuries. 


right cheek, turn to him the other gw 
An. Olymp 
also. ane 


40 And if any man will sue thee 
at the law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloke also. 

41 And whosoever ” shall compel thee to go 
a mile, go with him twain. 


y Exod. xxi. 24; Lev. xxiv. 20; Deut. xix. 21. 2 Prov. xx. 
22; xxiv. 29; Luke vi. 29; Rom. xii. 17, 19; 1 Cor. vi. 7; 


1 Thess. v. 15; 1 Pet. iii. 9. aJsa.l. 6; Lam. iii. 30.—»C 


xxvil. 32; Mark xv. 21. 


They did not pretend to forbid ann common swear- 
ing, but only what they term mucn. A Jew might 
swear, but he must not be too abundant in the prac- 
tice. Against such permission, our Lord opposes his 
Swear Not aT atu! He who uses any oath, except 
what he is solemnly called by the magistrate to make, 
so far from being a Christian, he does not deserve the 
reputation, either of decency or common sense. In 
some of our old elementary books for children, we 
have this good maxim: “ Never swear: for he that 
swears will le; and he that les will steal ; and, if so, 
what dad things willhe not do!” Reapine MaDe Hasy. 

Verse 38. An eye for an eye] Our Lord refers here 
to the law of retaliation mentioned Exod. xxi. 24, 
(see the note there, and on Levit. xxiv. 20,) which 
obliged the offender to suffer the same injury he had 
committed. 'The Greeks and Romans had the same 
law. So’strictly was it attended to at Athens, that if 
aman put out the eye of another who had but one, 
the offender was condemned to lose both his eyes, as 
the loss of one would not be an equivalent misfortune. 
It seems that the Jews had made this law (the execu- 
tion of which belonged to the civil magistrate) a ground 
for authorizing private resentments, and all the ex- 
cesses committed by a vindictive spirit. Revenge 
was often carried to the utmost extremity, and 
more evil returned than what had been received. 
This is often the case among those who are called 
Christians. 

Verse 39. Resist not evil] Or, the evil person. 
So, I am fully persuaded, tw zovypw ought to be trans- 
fated. Our Lord’s meaning is, “ Do not repel one out- 
rage by another.” He that does so makes himself 
precisely what the other is, a wicked person. 

Turn to him the other also] That is, rather than 
avenge thyself, be ready to suffer patiently a repetition 
of the same injury. But these exhortations be- 
long to those principally who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake. Let such leave the judgment of 
their cause to Him for whose sake they suffer. The 
Jews always thought that every outrage should be re- 
sented; and thus the spirit of hatred and strife was 
fostered. 

Verse 40. And if any man will sue thee at the law] 

“very where our blessed Lord shows the utmost dis- 
approbation of such litigations as tended to destroy 
brotherly kindness and charity. It is evident he would 
have his followers to suffer rather the loss of all their 
property, than to have recourse to such modes of re- 
dress, at so great a risk. Having the mind averse 
from contentions, and preferring peace and concord 
to temporal advantages, is most solemnly recommended 
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to all Christians. We are great gainers when we 
lose only our money, or other property, and risk 
not the loss of our souls, by losing the love of God 
and man. 

Coat] Xuirwva, upper garment.—Cloke, ipariov, 
under garment. What we call strait coat, and great 
coat.—See on Luke vi. 29. 

Verse 41. Shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain.]  ayyapevoet. This word is said to be de- 
rived from the Persians, among whom the king’s mes- 
sengers, or posts, were called Ayyapor, or angari.— 
This definition is given both by Hesychius and Suidas 

The Persian messengers had the royal authority for 
pressing horses, ships, and even men, to assist them 
in the business on which they were employed. These 
angari are now termed chappars, and serve to carry 
despatches between the court and the provinces.— 
When a chappar sets out, the master of the horse 
furnishes him with a single horse; and, when that 
is weary, he dismounts the first man he meets, and 
takes his horse. There is no pardon for a traveller 
that refuses to let a chappar have his horse, nor for 
any other who should deny him the best horse in his 
stable. See Sir J. Chardin’s and Hanway’s Travels. 
For pressing post horses, &c., the Persian term is 


SPS wy Subhreh geriften. I find no Persian 


word exactly of the sound and signification of Ayyapoc ; 
but the Arabic ¥ les agharet signifies spurring a 


horse, attaching, plundering, &e. The Greek word 
itself is preserved among the rabbins in Hebrew 
characters, N")11N angaria, and it has precisely the 
same meaning: viz. to be compelled by violence to do 
any particular service, especially of the public kind, 
by the king’s authority. Lightfoot gives several in- 
stances of this in his Hore Talmudice. 

We are here exhorted to patience and forgiveness : 

First, When we receive in our persons all sorts of 
insults and affronts, ver. 39. 

Secondly, When we are despoiled of our goods, 
ver. 40. 


Thirdly, When our bodies are forced to undergo 
all kinds of toils, vexations, and torments, ver. 41.— 
The way to improve the injustice of man to our own 
advantage, is to exercise under it meekness, gentle- 
ness, and long-suffering, without which disposition of 
mind, no man can either be happy here or hereafter ; 
for he that avenges himself must lose the mind of 
Christ, and thus suffer an injury ten thousand times 
greater than he can ever receive from man. Revengey 
at such an expense, is dear indeed. 3 
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Of borrowing and lending. CHAPS, We must love our enemies. 

A.M, ‘S42 Give to him that asketh thee,}4Thou shalt love thy neighbour, “eg 
a. . . é . al. 
An. Olymp. and ° from him that would borrow |° and hate thine enemy. An. Olym 
OE 3. 


— of thee turn not thou away. 
43 9 Ye have heard that it hath been said, 


44 But I say unto you, f Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good 


© Deut. xv. 8,10; Luke vi. 30, 35.—4 Ley. xix. 18. © Deut. 


xxiii. 6; Psa. xli. 10.— Luke vi. 27, 35; Rom. xii. 14, 20. 


Verse 42. Give to him that asketh thee, and from 
him that would borrow] To give and lend freely to 
all who are in need, is a general precept from which 
we are only excused by our inability to perform it. 
Men are more or less obliged to it as they are more or 
less able, as the want is more or less pressing, as they 
are more or less burthened with common poor, or with 
necessitous relatives. In all these matters, both pru- 
dence and charity must be consulted. That God, who 
makes use of the beggar’s hand to ask our charity, is 
the same from whom we ourselves beg our daily bread: 
and dare we refuse Hmt! Let us show at least mild- 
ness and compassion, when we can do no more; and 
if we cannot or will not relieve a poor man, let us 
never give him an ill word nor an ill look. If we do 
not relieve him, we have no right to insult him. 

To give and to lend, are two duties of charity which 
Christ joins together, and which he sets on equal foot- 
ing. A rich manis one of God’s stewards: God has 
given him money for the poor, and he cannot deny it 
without an act of injustice. But no man, from what 
is called a principle of charity or generosity, should 
give that in alms which belongs to his creditors. Gene- 
rosity is godlike; but justice has ever, both in law 
and Gospel, the first claim. 

A loan is often more beneficial than an absolute 
gift: first, because it flatters less the vanity of him 
who lends ; secondly, it spares more the shame of him 
who is in real want; and, thirdly, it gives less encou- 
ragement to the idleness of him who may not be very 
honest. However, no advantage should be taken of 
the necessities of the dorrower: he who does so is, at 
least, half a murderer. The lending which our Lord 
here inculeates is that which requires no more than 
the restoration of the principal in a convenient time : 
otherwise to live upon trust is the sure way to pay 
double. 

Verse 43. Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy.] Instead of rAnowov neighbour, the Co- 
dex Grevii, a MS. of the eleventh century, reads 
gcaov friend. Thou shalt love thy friend, and hate 
thine enemy. This was certainly the meaning which 
the Jews put on it: for neighbour, with them, implied 
those of the Jewish race, and all others were consi- 
dered by them as natural enemies. Besides, it is evi- 
dent that tAnovov, among the Hellenistic Jews, meant 
friend merely: Christ uses it precisely in this sense 
in Luke x. 36, in answer to the question asked by a 
certain lawyer, ver. 29. Who of the three was neigh- 
bour (xAjovov friend) to him who fell among the thieves? 
He who showed him mercy; 7. e. he who acted the 
friendly part. In Hebrew, y5 red, signifies friend, 
which word is translated wAyjowv by the LXX. in 
more than one hundred places. Among the Greeks 
it was a very comprehensive term, and signified every 
man, not even an enemy excepted, as Raphelius, on 
this verse, has shown from Polybius. The Jews 
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thought themselves authorized to kill any Jew who 
apostatized ; and, though they could not do injury to 
the Gentiles, in whose country they sojourned, yet 
they were bound to suffer them to perish, if they saw 
them in danger of death. Hear their own words: 
“A Jew sees a Gentile fall into the sea, let him by 
no means lift him out; for it is written, Thou shalt 
not rise up against the blood of thy neighbour :— 
but this is not thy nezghbour.” Maimon. This 
shows that by neighbour they understood a Jew; one 
who was of the same blood and religion with them- 
selves. 

Verse 44. Love your enemies} This is the most 
sublime piece of morality ever given to man. Has it 
appeared wnreasonable and absurd to some? It has. 
And why? Because it is natural to man to avenge 
himself, and plague those who plague him; and he 
will ever find abundant excuse for his conduct, in 
the repeated evils he receives from others; for men 
are naturally hostile to each other. Jesus Christ de- 
signs to make men happy. Now he is necessarily 
miserable who hates another. Our Lord prohibits that 
only which, from its nature, is opposed to man’s hap- 
piness. This is therefore one of the most reasonable 
precepts in the universe. But who can obey it? 
None but he who has the mind of Christ. But I 
have it not. Seek it from God; it is that kingdom 
of heaven which Christ came to establish upon earth. 
See on chap. iii. 2. This one precept is a sufficient 
proof of the holiness of the Gospel, and of the truth 
of the Christian religion. Every false religion flatters 
man, and accommodates itself to his pride and his 
passions. None but God could have imposed a yoke 
so contrary to self-love ; and nothing but the supreme 
eternal love can enable men to practise a precept so 
insupportable to corrupt nature. Sentiments like this 
are found among Asiatic writers, and in select cases 
were strongly applied; but as a general command this 
was never given by them, or any other people. It is 
not an absolute command in any of the books which 
they consider to be Divinely inspired. Sir William 
Jones lays by far too much stress on the casual intro- 
duction of such sentiments as this in the Asiatic writers. 
See his Works, vol. i. p. 168, where the sentiment 
is connected with circumstances both extravagant and 
unnatural ; and thus it is nullified by the pretended 
recommendation. 

Bless them that curse you] Evdoye:te, give them 
good words for their bad words. See the note on 
Gen. ii. 3. 

Do good to them that hate you) Give your enemy 
every proof that you love him. We must not love in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

Pray for them which despitefully use you] Exnpea- 
Covrwy from emt against, and Apn¢ Mars, the heathen 
god of war. Those who are making continual war 
upon you, and constantly harassing and calummating 
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The disciples of Christ are 


See. to them that hate you, and pray 
An, Olymp &for them which despitefully use 


you, and persecute you ; 

45 That ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven: for »he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good; 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the 


unjust. 


s Luke xxiii. 34; Acts vii. 60; 1 Cor. iv. 12,13; 1 Pet. u. 23; 
iii. 9 ——® Job xxv. 3.—i Luke vi. 32. 


you. Pray for then—This is another exquisitely 
reasonable precept. I cannot change that wicked 
man’s heart ; and while it is unchanged he will continue 
to harass me: God alone can change it: then I must 
implore him to do that which will at once secure the 
poor man’s salvation, and contribute so much to my 
own peace. 

And persecute you) Atwoxovrwr, those who press 
hard on and pursue you with hatred and malice ac- 
companied with repeated acts of enmity. 

In this verse our Lord shows us that a man may be 
our enemy in three different ways. 

First, in his heart, by hatred. 

Secondly, in his words by cursing or using direful 
imprecations (karapwpevove) against us. 

Thirdly, in his actions, by continually harassing 
and abusing us. 

He shows us also how we are to behave to those. 

The hatred of the first we are to meet with love. 

The cursings or evil words of the second, we are to 
meet with good words and blessings. 

And the repeated injurious acts of the third, we are 
to meet with continual prayer to God for the man’s 
salvation. 

Verse 45. That ye may be the children of your Fa- 
ther] Instead of tvoe children, some MSS., the latter 
Persic version, and several of the primitive fathers, 
read duoto:, that ye may be like to, or resemble, your 
Father who is in heaven. This is certainly our 
Lord’s meaning. As aman’schild is called his, be- 
cause a partaker of his own nature, so a holy person 
is said to be a child of God, because he is a partaker 
of the Divine nature. 

He maketh his sun to rise on the evil] “ There is 
nothing greater than to imitate God in doing good to 
our enemies. All the creatures of God pronounce the 
sentence of condemnation on the revengeful: and this 
sentence is written by the rays of the swn, and with 
the drops of rain, and indeed by all the natural good 
things, the use of which God freely gives to his ene- 
mies.” If God had not loved us while we were his 
enemies, we could never have become his children: 
and we shall cease to be such, as soon as we cease to 
imitate him. 

Verse 46. For if ye love them which love you] He 
who loves only his friends, does nothing for God’s sake. 
He who loves for the sake of pleasure or interest, 
pays himself. God has no enemy which he hates but 
sim; we should have no other. 

The publicans| That is, tax-gatherers, reAwvat, from 
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commanded to be perfect 


46 ‘ For if ye love them which love oe a” 


you, what reward have ye! 2? do not An. 2 Olymp- 
even the publicans the same ? 2. 6a 
47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what 
do ye more than others? do not even the pub- 
licans so? 
48 9 * Be ye therefore perfect, even !as your 
Father, which is in heaven, is perfect. 


Lev. xi. 44; xix. 2; Luke vi. 36; Col. i. 28; iv. 
Pete lo. ho: 1 Eph. v. 1. 


k Gen. xvii. 1; g 
12; James 1. 4; 


collector of the taxes or public revenues. Of these 
there were two classes; the swperior, who were Ro- 
mans of the equestrian order; and the znferzor, those 
mentioned in the Gospels, who it appears were mostly 
Jews. 

This class of men was detestable among the Ro- 
mans, the Greeks, and the Jews, for their intolerable 
rapacity and avarice. ‘They were abhorred in an 
especial manner by the Jews, to whom the Roman 
government was odious: these, assisting in collecting 
the Roman tribute, were considered as betrayers of the 
liberties of their country, and abettors of those who 
enslaved it. They were something like the tythe- 
farmers of certain college-livings in some counties of 
England, as Lancashire, &c.—a principal cause of the 
public burthens and discontent. One quotation, of the 
many produced by Aypke, will amply show in what 
detestation they were held among the Greeks. The- 
ocritus being asked, Which of the wild beasts were the 
most cruel? answered, Ev pev tog opeoiy apKTot Kat 
Aeovtec’ ev Je Taig woAecwv, TEAQNAL kat ovxogartat. 
Bears and lions, in the mountains ; and TAX-GATHER- 
ERS and calumniators, in cities. 

Verse 47. And if ye salute your brethren only] 
Instead of adeAdove brethren, upwards of one hun- 
dred MSS., and several of them of great authority 
and antiquity, have @Aove friends. The Armenian 
Slavonic, and Gothic versions, with the later Syriac, 
and some of the primitive fathers, agree in this read- 
ing. I scarcely know which to prefer; as brother is 
more conformable to the Jewish mode of address, it 
should be retained in the text: the other reading, 
however, tends to confirm that of the Codex Gravii 
on ver. 43. 

On the subject of giving and receiving salutations 
in Asiatic-eountries, Mr. Harmer, Observat. vol. ii. p. 
327, &c., edit. 1808, has collected much valuable in- 
formation: the following extract will be sufficient to 
elucidate our Lord’s meaning. 

“ Dr. Doddridge supposes that the salutation our 
Lord refers to, Matt. v. 47, If ye salute your brethren 
only, what do ye more than others? do not even the 
publicans so? means embracing, though it is a differ 
ent word. JI would observe, that it is made use of in 
the Septuagint to express that action of endearment ; 
and which is made use of by an apocryphal writer, 
(Ecclus. xxx. 19,) whereas, the word we translate 
salute is of a much more general nature: this, I ap- 
prehend, arose from his being struck with the thought, 
that it could never be necessary to caution his dis- 


Tehoc a tax, and wreowat I buy or farm. A farmer or | ciples, not to restrain the civilities of a common salu- 
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Notes on the 


tation to those of their own religious party. Juvenal 
when he satirizes the Jews of the apostolic age for 
their religious opinions, and represents them as un- 
friendly, and even malevolent, to other people, Sat. 
xiv., and when he mentions their refusing to show 
travellers the way, Non monstrare vias, &¢., or to 
point out to them where they might find water to drink 
when thirsty with journeying, takes no notice of their 
not saluting those of another nation; yet there is no 
reason to believe, from these words of Curist, that 
many of them at least would not, and that even a 
Jewish publican received no salutations from one of 
his own nation, excepting brother publicans. 

“Nor shall we wonder at this, or think it requisite 
to suppose the word we translate salute (acnafouar) 
and which certainly, sometimes at least, signifies noth- 
ing more than making use of some friendly words upon 
meeting with people, must here signify something more 
particular, since we find some of the present inhabit- 
ants of the east seem to want this admonition of our 
Lord. ‘When the Arabs salute one another,’ accord- 
ing to Niebuhr, ‘it is generally in these terms, Salam 
aletkum, Peace be with you; in speaking which words 
they lay the sight hand on the heart. The answer is, 
Aleikum essalam, With you be peace. Aged people 
are inclined to add to these words, And the mercy and 
blessing of God. The Mohammedans of Egypt and 
Syria never salute a Christian in this manner; they 
content themselves with saying to them, Good day to 
you; or, Friend, how do you do? The Arabs of Ye- 
men, who seldom see any Christians, are not so zeal- 
ous but that sometimes they will give them the Saldm 
aleikum.’ 

“ Presently after he says: ‘For a long time I 
thought the Mohammedan custom, of saluting Chris- 
tians in a different manner from that made use of to 
those of their own profession, was an effect of their 
pride and religious bigotry. I saluted them sometimes 
with the Saldm aleikwm, and I had often only the 
common answer. At length I observed in Natolia, 
that the Christians themselves might probably be the 
cause that Mohammedans did not make the same re- 
turn to their civilities that they did to those of their 
own religion. For the Greek merchants, with whom 
T travelled in that country, did not seem pleased with 
my saluting Mohammedans in the Mohammedan man- 
ner. And when they were not known to be Chris- 
tians, by those Turks whom they met with in their 
journeying, (it being allowed Christian travellers in 
these provinces to wear a white turban, Christians in 
common being obliged to wear the sash of their tur- 
bans white striped with blue, that banditti might take 
them at a distance for Turks, and people of courage,) 
they never answered those that addressed them with 
the compliment of Saldm aleikum. One would not, 
perhaps, suspect that similar customs obtain in our 
times, among Europeans: but I find that the Roman 
Catholics of some provinces of Germany never ad-" 
dress the Protestants that live among them with the 
compliment Jesus Curist be praised ; and, when such 
a thing happens by mistake, the Protestants do not re- 
turn it after the manner in use among Catholics, For 
ever and ever. Amen!” 


CHAP. V. 


preceding chapter 


, the fifth of Matthew want no farther commentary. 


The Jews would not address the usual compliment of 
Peace be to you, to either heathens or publicans; the 
publicans of the Jewish nation would use it to their 
countrymen that were publicans, but not to heathens; 
though the more rigid Jews would not do it to them, 
any more than to heathens: our Lord required his 
disciples to lay aside the moroseness of Jews, and 
express more extensive benevolence in their salutations. 
There seems to be nothing of embracing thought of in 
this case, though that, doubtless, was practised an- 
ciently among relations, and intimate friends, as it is 
among modern Asiaties.” 

If not to salute be a heathenish indifference, to 
hide hatred under outward civilities is a diabolic treach- 
ery. ‘To pretend much love and affection for those 
for whom we have neither—to use towards them com- 
plimentary phrases, to which we affix no meaning, but 
that they mean nothing, is highly offensive in the 
sight of that God by whom actions are weighed and 
words judged. 

Do not—the pudblicans] TeAwovar,—but ebvixor hea- 
thens, is adopted by Griesbach, instead of reAwvat, on 
the authority of Codd. Vatican. § Beze, and several 
others; together with the Coptic, Syriac later, and 
Syriac Jerusalem; two Arabic, Persic, Slavonic; all 
the Jtala but one; Vulgate, Saxon, and several of the 
primitive fathers. 

Verse 48. Be ye therefore perfect—as your Father] 
God himself is the grand law, sole giver, and only 
pattern of the perfection which he recommends to his 
children. The words are very emphatic, ececfe ovy 
vuere TeAecot, Ye shall be therefore perfect—ye shall be 
filled with the spirit of that God whose name is Mercy, 
and whose nature is love. God has many imitators 
of his power, independence, justice, &c., but few of 
his love, condescension, and kindness. He calls him- 
self Love, to teach us that in ¢his consists that perfec- 
tion, the attainment of which he has made both our 
duty and privilege: for these words of our Lord in- 
clude both a command and a promise. 

“ Can we be fully saved from sin in this world?” is 
an important question, to which this text gives a satis- 
factory answer: “ Ye shall be perfect, as your Father, 
who is in heaven, is perfect.” —As in his infinite nature 
there is no sin, nothing but goodness and love, so in 
your finite nature there shall dwell no sin, for the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus shall make you 
free from the law of sen and death, Rom. viii. 2. 
God shall live in, fill, and rule your hearts; and, in 
what He fills and influences, neither Satan nor sin can 
have any part. If men, slighting their own mercies, 
ery out, This is unpossible !—whom does this arguing 
reprove—God, who, on this ground, has given a com- 
mand, the fulfilment of which is impossible. ‘ But 
who ean bring a clean out of an unclean thing?” God 
Almighty—and, however inveterate the disease of sin 
may be, the grace of the Lord Jesus can fully cure it ; 
and who will say, that he who laid down his life for 
our souls will not use his power completely to effect 
that salvation which he has died to procure. “ But 
where is the person thus saved?” Wherever he is 
found who loves God with all his heart, soul, mind, and 


“ After this, the words of our Lord in the close of | strength, and his neighbour as himself; and, for the 
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Dr. Lighifoot on Courts of 


honour of Christianity and its AUTHOR, may we not 
hope there are many such in the Church of God, not 
known indeed by any profession of this kind which 
they make, but by a surer testimony, that of uniformly 
holy tempers, piety to God, and beneficence to man? 

Dr. Lightfoot is not perfectly satisfied with the 
usual mode of interpreting the 22nd verse of this chap- 
ter. I subjoin the substance of what he says. Hav- 
ing given a general exposition of the word brother, 
which the Jews understood as signifying none but an 
Israelite—evoyoc, which we translate is in danger of, 
and which he shows the Jews used to signify, is ex- 
posed to, merits, or ts guilty of —and the word gehenna, 
hell-fire, which he explains as I have done above, he 
comes to the three offences, and their sentences. 

The First is causeless anger, which he thinks too 
plain to require explanation ; but into the two following 
he enters in considerable detail :— 

“The seconp. Whosoever shall say to his brother, 
‘ Racha,’ a nickname, or scornful title usual, which 
they disdainfully put one upon another, and very com- 
monly ; and therefore our Saviour has mentioned this 
word, the rather because it was of so common use 
among them. Take these few examples :— 

“ A certain man sought to betake himself to repent- 
ance (and restitution.) His wife said to him, ‘ Rekah, 
if thou make restitution, even thy girdle about thee is 
not thine own, &c.’ Tanchum, fol. 5. 

“ Rabbi Jochanan was teaching concerning the build- 
ing of Jerusalem with sapphires and diamonds, &c. 
One of his scholars laughed him to scorn. But after- 
wards, being convinced of the truth of the thing, he 
saith to him, ‘ Rabbi, do thou expound, for it is fit for 
thee to expound: as thou saidst, so have I seen it.’ 
He saith to him, ‘ Rekah, hadst thou not seen, thou 
wouldst not have believed, &c.’ Midras Tillin, fol. 
38, col. 4. 

“To what is the thing like? Toa king of flesh 
and blood, who took to wife a king’s daughter : he saith 
to her, ‘Wait and fill me a ecup;’ but she would not: 
whereupon he was angry, and put her away ; she went, 
and was married to a sordid fellow; and he saith to 
her, ‘ Wait, and fill me a cup; she said unto him, 
‘ Rekah, I am a king’s daughter, &c.’ Idem in Psa. 
CXXXVii. 

“A Gentile saith to an Israelite, ‘I have a choice 
dish for thee to eat of.’ He saith, ‘What is itv He 
answers, ‘Swine’s flesh.’ He saith to him, ‘ Rekah, 
even what you kill of clean beasts is forbidden us, 
much more this.’ Tanchum, fol. 18, col. 4. 

“The ruirp offence is to say to a brother, ‘Thou 
fool,’ which, how to distinguish from racha, which 
signifies an empty fellow, were some difficulty, but that 
Solomon is a good dictionary here for us, who takes 
the term continually here for a wicked wretch and 
reprobate, and in opposition to spiritual wisdom: so 
that in the first clause is condemned causeless anger ; 
in the second, scornful taunting and reproaching of a 
brother ; and, in the last, calling him a reprobate and 
wicked, or uncharitably censuring his spiritual and 
vternal estate. And this last does more especially hit 
the scribes and Pharisees, who arrogated to themselves 
only to be called 093N chocamim, wise men, but of 
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Judicature among the Jews. 


nion, ‘ This people, that knoweth not the law, is cursed,’ 
John vil. 49. 

“ And now for the penalties denounced upon these 
offences, let us look upon them, taking notice of these 
two traditions of the Jews, which our Saviour seems 
to face, and to contradict. 

“4st. That they accounted the command, Thou 
shalt not kill, to aim only at actual murder. So that 
in their collecting the six hundred and thirteen precepts 
out of the law, they understand that command to mean 
but this: ‘ That one should not kill an Israelite, and 
accordingly they allotted this only violation of it to 
judgments; against this wild gloss and practice, he 
speaks in the first clause : Ye have heard it said, Thou 
shalt not kill, and he that killeth, or committeth actual 
murder, is liable to judgment, and ye extend the viola- 
tion of that command no farther; but I say to you, 
that causeless anger against thy brother is a violation 
of that command, and even that maketh a man liable 
to judgment. 

“2nd. They allotted that murder only to be judged 
by the council, or Sanhedrin, that was committed by 
a man in propria persona: let them speak their own 
sense, &c. Talm. in Sanhedrin, per. 9. 

“«¢ Any one that kills his neighbour with his hand, 
as if he strike him with a sword, or with a stone that 
kills him, or strangle him till he die, or burn him in the 
fire, seeing that he kills him any how in his own per- 
son, lo! such a one must be put to death by the San- 
hedrin ; but he that hires another to kill his neighbour, 
or that sends his servants, and they kill him, or that 
violently thrusts him before a lion, or the like, and the 
beast kills him—any one of these is a shedder of blood, 
and the guilt of shedding of blood is upon him, and he 
is liable to death by the hand of Heaven, but he is not 
to be put to death by the Sanhedrin. And whence is 
the proof that it must be thus? Because it is said, 
He that sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed. ‘'Vhis is he that slays a man himself, and not 
by the hand of another. Your blood of your lives 
will I require. ‘This is he that slays himself. A¢ the 
hand of every beast will I require it. This is he that 
delivers up his neighbour before a beast to be rent in 
pieces. At the hand of man, even at the hand of 
every man’s brother, will I require the life of man. 
This is he that Aires others to kill his neighbour: In 
this interpretation, requiring is spoken of all the three ; 
behold, their judgment is delivered over to Heaven (or 
God.) And all these man-slayers and the like, who 
are not liable to death by the Sanhedrin, if the king of 
Israel will slay them by the judgment of the kingdom, 
and the law of nations, he may, &c.? Maym. ubi 
supr. per. 2. 

“You may observe in these wretched traditions a 
twofold killing, and a twofold judgment: a man’s kill- 
ing another in his own person, and with his own hand, 
and such a one liable to the judgment of the Sanhe- 
drin, to be put to death by them, as a murderer ; and a 
man that killed another by proxy, not with his own 
hand, but hiring another to kill him, or turning a beast 
or serpent upon him to kill him. This man is not’ to 
be judged and executed by the Sanhedrin, but referred 
and reserved only to the judgment of God. So that 


all others they had this scornful and uncharitable opi- | we see plainly, from hence, in what sense the word 
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Hypocrisy in alms-giving 


Judgment is used in the latter end of the preceding 
verse, and the first clause of this, namely, not for the 
judgment of any one of the Sanhedrins, as it is com- 
monly understood, but for the judgment of God. In 
the former verse, Christ speaks their sense, and in the 
first clause of this, his own, in application to it. Ye 
have heard it said, that any man that kills is liable to 
the judgment of God ; but I say unto you, that he that 
is but angry with his brother without a cause is liable 
to the judgment of God. You have heard it said, that 
he only that commits murder with his own hand is lia- 
ble to the council, or Sanhedrin, as a murderer; but 
I say unto you, that he that but calls his brother 
racha, as common a word as ye make it, and a thing 
of nothing, he is liable to be judged by the San- 
hedrin. 

“Lastly, He that saith to his brother, Thou fool, 
wicked one, or cast-away, shall be in danger of hell- 
Sire, evoxoc ev¢ yeevvav mupoc. There are two observa- 
ble things in the words. The first is the change of 
case from what was before ; there it was said ty Kpioer 
Tw ovvedplo, but here, ev¢ yeevvavy. It is but an empha- 
tical raising of the sense, to make it the more feeling 
and to speak home. He that saith to his brother, 
Raka, shall be in danger of the council; but he that 
says, Thou fool, shall be in danger of a penalty even 
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to hell-fire. And thus our Saviour equals the sin and 
penalty in a vety just parable. In just anger, with 
God’s just anger and judgment ; public reproach, with 
public correction by the council; and censuring for a 
child of hell, to the fire of hell. 

“2nd. It is not said eve wup yeevvnc, To the fire of 
hell, but eg yeevvay mupoc, To a hell of fire; in which 
expression he sets the emphasis still higher. And, be- 
sides the reference to the valley of Hinnom, he seems 
to refer to that penalty used by the Sanhedrin of burn- 
ing—the most bitter death that they used to put men 
to; the manner of which was thus: They set the 
malefactor in a dunghill up to the knees ; and they put 
a towel about his neck, and one pulled one way, and 
another the opposite, till, by thus strangling him, they 
forced him to open his mouth. Then they poured 
boiling lead into his month, which went down into his 
belly, and so burnt his bowels. T'alm. in Sanhedrin. 
per. 7. 

“‘ Now, having spoken in the clause before, of being 
judged by the Sanhedrin, whose most terrible penalty 
was this burning, he doth in this clause raise the pe- 
nalty higher; namely, of burning in hell; not with a 
little scalding lead, but even with a hell of fire.” It 
is possible that our Lord might have reference to such 
customs as these. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Of alms-giving, 1-5. Of prayer, 6-8. 
pray, 9-13. Of forgiveness, 14, 15. 
single eye, 22, 23. 
Divine providence, 25-32. 


Ber TPAKE heed that ye do not your 
An, Olymp. 2alms before men, to be seen 
él 


of them: otherwise ye have no re- 


2 Or, righteousness ; Deut. xxiv. 13; Psa. cxil. 9; Dan. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VI. 

Verse 1. That ye do not your alms] Arxacoovvny 
vuov yn Tove, perform not your acts of righteousness 
—such as alms-giving, fasting, and prayer, mentioned 
immediately after. Instead of dixasoovrgy, righteous- 
ness, or acts of righteousness, the reading in the text, 
that which has been commonly received is eAenpoovynr, 
alms. But the first reading has been inserted in se- 
veral editions, and is supported by the Codd. Vatican. 
and Beze, some others, and several versions, all the 
Itala except one, and the Vulgate. The Latin fa- 
thers have justitiam, a word of the same meaning. 
Mr. Gregory has amply proved, px tsidekah, right- 
eousness, was a common word for alms among the 
Jews. Works, 4to. p. 58, 1671. R. D. Kimchi 
says that Npty tsidekah, Isa. lix. 14, means alms- 
giving ; and the phrase MPI¥ {NI natan tsidekah, is 
used by the Jews to signify the giving of alms. The 
following passages from Dr. Lightfoot show that 
it was thus commonly used among the Jewish 
writers :— 

“Jt is questioned,” says he, “ whether Matthew 

Vou. I. (48° ) 


The Lord’s prayer, or model according to which Christians shoula 

Of fasting, 16, 17. 
The impossibility of serving two masters, 24. 
Directions about seeking the kingdom of God, 33, 34. 


Of laying up treasures, 18-21. Of the 


Of contentment and confidence in the 


ward Pof your Father which is in 4,M, 4031 
heaven. An. Olymp 
CCL 3 


2 Therefore 


iv. 27; 2 Cor. ix. 9, 10.—» Or, with. 


when thou doest 


© Rom. xi. 8. 


writ EAenuoovvyy, alms, or Accacoovrenr, righteousness. 
I answer :— 

“J. That our Saviour certainly said Np ¥ tsidekah, 
righteousness, (or, in Syriac SND zdkatha,) I make 
no doubt at all; but, that that word could not be other- 
wise understood by the common people than of alms, 
there is as little doubt to be made. For although the 
word Npty tsidekah, according to the idiom of the Old 
Testament, signifies nothing else than righteousness ; 
yet now, when our Saviour spoke these words, it sig- 
nified nothing so much as alms. 

“TI. Christ used also the same word NNp tt zidka- 
tha, righteousness, in the three verses next following, 
and Matthew used the word eAenuoovyny, alms ; but by 
what right, I beseech you, should he call it dccacoovvny, 
righteousness, in the first verse, and eAenuoovvny, alms, 
in the following; when Christ every where used one 
and the same word? Matthew might not change in 
Greek, where our Saviour had not changed in Syriac : 
therefore we must say that the Lord Jesus used the 
word Mp tsidekah or NMP zidkatha, in these four 
first verses; but that, speaking in the dialect of com- 
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Alms must be given 


A.M. 4031. " thine alms, 4 do not sound a trumpet 


An. Olymp. before thee, as the hypocrites do in 


ee eine synagogues and in the streets, 


4 Or, cause not a trumpet to be sounded ; Prov. xx. 6. 


mon people, he was understood by the common people 
to speak of alms. Now they called alms by the name 
of righteousness, for the fathers of the traditions 
taught, and the common people believed, that alms con- 
tributed very much to justification. Hear the Jewish 
chair in this matter—or one farthing given to a poor 
man in alms, a man is made partaker of the beatific 
vision: where it renders these words, Psa. xvii. 15, J 
shall behold thy face in righteousness, after this man- 
ner, I shail behold thy face, Because of sums. Bava. 
Bathra. 

“This money goeth for alms, that my sons may live, 
and that I may obtain the world to come. Bab. Rosh. 
Hashshanah: 

“ 4 man’s table now expiates by alms, as heretofore 
the altar did by sacrifice. Beracoth. 

“Tf you afford alms out of your purse, God will 
keep you from all damage and harm. WHlieros. Peah. 

“ Monosazes the king bestowed his goods liberally 
upon the poor, and had these words spoken to him by 
his kinsmen and friends— Your ancestors increased 
both their own riches, and those that were left them 
by their fathers; but you waste both your own and 
those of your ancestors. To whom he answered— 
‘ My fathers laid up their wealth on earth: I lay up 
mine in heaven. As it is written, Truth shall flourish 
out of the earth, but Righteousness shall look down 
from heaven. My fathers laid up treasures that bear 
no fruit; but I lay up such as bear fruit. As it is 
said, It shall be well with the just, for they shall eat 
the fruit of their own works. My fathers treasured 
up, when power was in ther hands ; but I where it is 
not. As it is said, Justice and judgment is the habi- 
tation of his throne. My fathers heaped up for others ; 
I for myself. As it is said, And this shall be to thee 
for righteousness. They scraped together for this 
world. I for the world to come. As it is said, 
Righteousness shall deliver from death.’ Jé:d. These 
things are also recited in the Babylonian Talmud. 

“ You see plainly in what sense he understands 


righteousness, namely, in the sense of alms: and that | 


sense not so much framed in his own imagination, as 
in that of the whole nation, and which the royal cata- 
chumen had imbibed from the Pharisees his teachers. 

“Behold the justifying and saving virtue of alms, 
from the very work done according to the doctrine of 
the Pharisaical chair! And hence, the opinion of 
this efficacy of alms so far prevailed with the deceived 
people, that they pointed out alms by no other name 
(confined within one single word) than NP1¥ tszdekah, 
righteousness. Perhaps those words of our Saviour 
are spoken in derision of this doctrine. Yea, give 
those things which ye have in alms, and behold all 
things shall be clean to you, Luke xi. 41. With good 
reason indeed exhorting them to give alms; but yet 
withal striking at the covetousness of the Pharisees, 
and confuting their vain opinion of being clean by the 
washing of their hands, from their own opinion of the 
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without ostentation. 


that they may have ° glory of men. 4,™ 4031. 


Verily I say unto you, They have An. Olymp. 
their reward. big ete, 


e2 Kings x. 16. 


efficacy of alms. As if he had said, “ Ye assert that 
alms justifies and saves, and therefore ye call it by the 
name of righteousness; why therefore do ye affect 
cleanliness by the washing of hands ; and not rather by 
the performance of charity?” Ligurroot’s Works. 
vol. il. p. 153. 

Before men] Our Lord does not forbid public alms- 
giving, fasting, and prayer, but simply censures those 
vain and hypocritical persons who do these things pub- 
licly that they may be seen of men, and receive from 
them the reputation of saints, &c. 

Verse 2. Therefore when thou doest thine alms] In 
the first verse the exhortation is general: Take YE 
heed. In this verse the address is pointed—and THov 
—man—woman—who readest—hearest. 

Do not sound a trumpet] It is very likely that this 
was literally practised among the Pharisees, who 
seemed to live on the public esteem, and were exces- 
sively self-righteous and vain. Having something to 
distribute by way of alms, it is very probable they 
caused this to be published by blowing a trumpet or 
horn, under pretence of collecting the poor; though 
with no other design than to gratify their own ambi- 
tion. There is a custom in the east not much unlike 
this. ‘* The derveeshes carry horns with them, which 
they frequently d/ow, when any thing is given to them, 
in honor of the donor. It is not impossible that some 
of the poor Jews who begged alms might be furnished 
like the Persian derveeshes, who are a sort of religious 
beggars, and that these hypocrites might be disposed 
to confine their alms-giving to those that they knew 
would pay them this honour.” Harmer’s Observat. 
vol. i. p. 474. 

It must be granted, that in the Jewish writings there 
is no such practice referred to as that which I have 
supposed above, viz. blowing a trumpet to gather the 
poor, or the poor blowing a horn when relieved. Hence 
some learned men have thought that the word Dw 
shopher, a trumpet, reiers to the hole in the public 
alms chest, into which the money was dropped which 
was allotted for the service of the poor. Such holes, 
because they were wide at one end and grew gradually 
narrow towards the other, were actually termed ny w 
shopheroth, trumpets, by the rabbins ; of this Schoettgen 
furnishes several examples. An ostentatious man, 
who wished to attract the notice of those around him, 
would throw in his money with some force into these 
trumpet-resembling holes, and thus he might be said 
VDWwW, cadrnilecy, to sound the trumpet. The Jerusalem 
Gemara, tract Shekalim, describes these nNy1D\w sho- 
pheroth thus— These trumpet holes were crooked, nar- 
row above and wide below, in order to prevent fraud. 
As our Lord only uses the words, “uy cadmcone, it may 
be tantamount to our term jingle. Do not make a 
public ostentatious jzngle of that money which you 
give to public charities. Pride and hypocrisy are the 
things here reprehended. The Pharisees, no doubt, 
felt the weight of the reproof. Still the words may 
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A\ M4031. 3 But when thou doest alms, let 


An. Olymp. not thy ‘left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth: 

4 That thine alms may be in secret: and 
thy Father, which seeth in secret, himself 
shall reward thee openly. 


£Psa. xliv. 21; 2 Cer: ix. 7 


be taken in their literal meaning, as we know that the 
Moslimans, who nearly resemble the ancient Pharisees 
in the ostentation, bigotry, and cruelty of their charac- 
ter, are accustomed, in their festival of Afuwhurram, to 
erect stages in the public streets, and, by the sound of 
a trumpet, call the poor together to receive alms of 
rice, and other kinds of food. See Warp. 

Works of charity and mercy should be done as 
much in private as is consistent with the advancement 
of the glory of God, and the effectual relief of the poor. 

In the synagogues and in the streets] That such 
chests or boxes, for receiving the alms of well-disposed 
people, were placed in the synagogues, we may readily 
believe ; but what were the streets? Schoettgen sup- 
poses that courts or avenues in the temple and in the 
synagogues may be intended—places where the people 
were accustomed to walk, for air, amusement, &c., for 
it is not to be supposed that such chests were fixed in 
the public strects. 

They have their reward.| That is, the honour and 
esteem of men which they sought. God is under no 
obligation to them—they did nothing with an eye to 
his glory, and from Him they can expect no recompense, 
They had their recompense in this life; and could ex- 
pect none in the world to come. 

Verse 3. Let not thy left hand know] In many 
cases, works of charity must be hidden from even our 
nearest relatives, who, if they knew, would hinder us 
from doing what God has given us power and inclina- 
tion to perform. We must go even farther; and 
eonceal them as far as is possible from ourselves, by 
not thinking of them, or eyeing them with compla- 
cency. ‘They are given to Gop, and should be hidden 
in Hm. 

Verse 4. Which seeth in secret] We should ever 
xemember that the eye of the Lord is upon us, and 
that he sees not only the act, but also every motive 
that led to it. 

Shall reward thee openly.] Will give thee the full- 
est proofs of his acceptance of thy work of faith, and 
labour of love, by increasing that substance which, for 
his sake, thou sharest with the poor ; and will manifest 
his approbation in thy own heart, by the witness of his 
Spirit. 

Verse 5. And when thou prayest] Orav mpocevzn. 
Tlpocevyn, prayer, is compounded of xpoc with, and 
evyn a vow, because to pray right, a man ends himself 
to God, as by a vow, to live to his glory, if he will 
grant him his grace, &c. Evyouac signifies to pour 
ow prayers or vows, from ev well, and xew, I pour out ; 
probably alluding to the. offerings or libations which 
were poured out before, or on the altar. A proper 
idea of prayer is, a pouring out of the soul unto God, 
asa free-will offering, sed and eternally etnies 
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5 “{ And when thou prayest, thou 4,M. 4031. 
shalt not be as the hypocrites are: 
for they love to pray standing in the 
Synagogues, and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. Verily I say 
unto you, They have their reward. 


An. Gia 
CCL.3. 


& Luke xiv. 14. 


to him, accompanied with the most earnest desire that 
it may know, love, and serve him alone. He that 
comes thus to God will ever be heard and blessed. 
Prayer is the language of dependence; he who prays 
not, is endeavouring to live independently of God: 
this was the first curse, and continues to be the great 
curse of mankind. In the beginning, Satan said, Kat 
this fruit; ye shall then be as God; z. e. ye shall be 
independent: the man hearkened to his voice, sin 
entered into the world, and notwithstanding the full 
manifestation of the deception, the ruinous system ig 
still pursued ; man will, if possible, live independently 
of God; hence he either prays not at all, or uses the 
language without the spirit of prayer. ‘The following 
verses contain so fine a view, and so just a definition, 
of prayer, that I think the pious reader will be glad to 
find them here. 


Wuat 1s Prayer? 


Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 
Unuttered or expressed, 

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trenrbles in the breast : 


Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, 

The upward gleaming of an eye, 
When none but God is near. 


Prayer is the simplest form of speech 
That infant lips can try ; 

Prayer, the sublimest strains that reach 
The Majesty on high: 


Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 

His watch-word at the gates of death, 
He enters heaven by prayer. 


Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice, 
Returning from his ways, 

While angels in their songs rejoice, 
And say, Behold he prays! 


The saints in prayer appear as one, 
In word, in deed, in mind, 

When with the Father and the Son 
Their fellowship they find. 


Nor prayer is made on earth alone: 
The Holy Spirit pleads ; 

And Jesus, on th’ eternal throne, 
For sinners intercedes. 


“OQ Thou, by whom we come to God! 
The Life, the Truth, the Way, 

The path of prayer thyself hast trod, 
Lord, teach us how to pray!” 

MonTéomeRyY. 
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An. Olymp. enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father, 


in eee ee See ee 
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Thou shalt not be as the hypocrites! Yroxpirat. 
From vo under, and xpivouar to be judged, thought : 
properly a stage-player, who acts under a mask, per- 
sonating a character different from his own ; a coun- 
terfeit, a dissembler ; one who would be thought to be 
different from what he really is. A person who wishes 
to be taken for a follower of God, but who has nothing 
of religion except the outside. 

Love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets| The Jewish phylacterical prayers 
were long, and the canonical hours obliged them to 
repeat these prayers wherever they happened. to be ; 
and the Pharisees, who were full of vain glory, con- 
trived to be overtaken in the streets by the canonical 
hour, that they might be seen by the people, and ap- 
plauded for their great and conscientious piety. See 
Inghtfoot. As they had no piety but that which was 
outward, they endeavoured to let it fully appear, that 
they might make the most of it among the people. It 
would not have answered tlieir end to Aneel before 
God, for then they might have been wnnoticed by men; 
and consequently have lost that reward which they had 
in view: viz. the esteem and applause of the multitude. 
This Aypocritical pretension to devotion is common 
among the Asiatics. Both Hindoos and Mohammedans 
love to pray in the most public places, at the landing 
places of rivers, in the public streets, on the roofs of 
the covered boats, without the least endeavour to con- 
ceal their outside devotion, that they may be seen of 
men. 

Verse 6. But thou, when thou prayest] This is a 
very impressive and emphatic address. But rHov! 
whosoever thou art, Jew, Pharisee, Christian—enter 
into thy closet. Prayer is the most secret intercourse 
of the soul with God, and as it were the conversation 
of one heart with another. The world is too profane 
and treacherous to be of the secret. We must shut 
the door against it: endeavour to forget it, with all the 
affairs which busy and amuse it. Prayer requires re- 
tirement, at least of the heart; for this may be fitly 
termed the closet in the house of God, which house the 
body of every real Christian is, 1 Cor. iii. 16. To 
this closet we ought to retire even in public prayer, 
and in the midst of company. 

Reward thee openly.| What goodness is there equal 
to this of God! to give, not only what we ask, and 
more than we ask, but to reward even prayer itself ! 
How great advantage is it to serve a prince who 
places prayers in the number of services, and reckons 
to his subjects’ account, even their trust and confidence 
in begging all things of him! 

Verse 7. Use not vain repetitions | Mn Batrodoynonte. 
Suidas explains this word well: “ moAvaoysa, much 
speaking, from one Battus, who made very prolix 
hymns, in which the same idea frequently recurred.” 
“A frequent repetition of at and striking words 
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7 But when ye pray, ‘use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do: *for 


k] Kings xviil. 26, 29. 
Jp oe eee 
may often be the result of earnestness and fervour. 
See Dan. ix. 3-20; but great length of prayer, which 
will of course involve much sameness and idle repeti- 
tion, naturally creates fatigue and carelessness in the 
worshipper, and seems to suppose ignorance or tnatten- 
tion in the Deity; a fault against which our Lord more 
particularly wishes to secure them.” See verse 8. 
This judicious note is from the late Mr. Gilbert Wake- 
field, who illustrates it with the following quotation 
from the Heautontimorumenos of Terence :— 
Ohe! jam decine Deos, uxor, gratulando OBTUNDERE, 
Tuam esse inventam gnatam: nisi alos ex TUO 
INGENIO judicas, 
Ut ml credas \NTELLIGERE, 718t idem DICTUM SIT 
CENTIES. 


“ Pray thee, wife, cease from sTuNNING the gods 
with thanksgivings, because thy child is in safety; un- 
less thou judgest of them from thyself, that they cannot 
UNDERSTAND a thing, unless they are told of it a HUN- 
DRED TimES.”  Heaut. ver. 880. 

Prayer requires more of the heart than of the tongue. 
The eloquence of prayer consists in the fervency of 
desire, and the simplicity of faith. The abundance of 
fine thoughts, studied and vehement motions, and the 
order and politeness of the expressions, are things 
which compose a mere human harangue, not an humble 
and Christian prayer. Our trust and confidence ought 
to proceed from that which God is adle to do in us, 
and not from that which we can say to him. It is 
abominable, says the Hepayan, that a person offering 
up prayers to God, should say, “I beseech thee, by 
the glory of thy heavens!” or, “by the splendour of 
thy throne!” for a style of this nature would lead to 
suspect that the Almighty derived glory from the bra- 
vens ; whereas the heavens are created, but God with 
all his attributes is eternal and inimitable. Herpayan, 
vol. iv. p. 121. 

This is the sentiment of a Mohammedan; and yet 
for this vain repetition the Mohammedans are peculi- 


arly remarkable ; they often use such words as the 
following :— 


ey boy k Wb i bw b dL 
Lb ps > etiag@buybuyk 
frend G09 poids > 2 erst 5 > 
Xyrky— el SSN 4 Wes} JS Lb Yo y 
O God, O God, O God, O God!—O Lord, O Lord, 
O Lord, O Lord !—O living, O immortal, O living, O 
immortal, O living, O immortal, O living, O immortal! 
—O Creator of the heavens and the earth !—O thou 
who art endowed with majesty and authority! O won- 
derful, &c. I have extracted the above from a form 
of prayer used by Tippo Sahib, which I met with ina 


book of devotion in which there were several prayers 
1 


Vain repetitions in 


iar a they think that they shall be 
ora heard for their much speak- 
ing. 


8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for 


1 Psa. xxxiii. 15; cxv. 3; 


written with his own hand, and signed with his own 
name. 

Of this vain repetition in civil matters, among the 
Jews, many instances might be given, and not a few 
examples might be found among Christians. The 
heathens abounded with them: see several quoted by 
Lightfoot.— Let the parricide be dragged! We beseech 
thee, Augustus, let the parricide be dragged! This is 
the thing we ask, let the parricide be dragged! Hear 
us, Cesar; let the false accusers be cast to the lion! 
Hear us, Cesar, let the false accusers be condemned to 
the lion! Hear us, Cesar, &c. It was a maxim 
among the Jews, that “he who multiplies prayer, 
must be heard.” This is correct, if it only imply per- 
severance in supplication; but if it be used to signify 
the multiplying of words, or even forms of prayer, it 
will necessarily produce the evil which our Lord rep- 
rehends: Be not as the heathen—use not vain repeti- 
tion, &e. Even the Christian Churches in India have 
copied this vain repetition work; and in it the Roman 
Catholic, the Armenian, and the Greek Churches strive 
to excel. 

As the heathen] The Vatican MS. reads vroxpitat, 
like the hypocrites. Unmeaning words, useless repe- 
titions, and complimentary phrases in prayer, are in 
general the result of heathenism, hypocrisy, or igno- 
rance. 

Verse 8. Your Father knoweth what things ye have 
need of | Prayer is not designed to inform God, but 
to give man a sight of his misery; to humble his 
heart, to excite his desire, to inflame his faith, to ani- 
mate his hope, to raise his soul from earth to heaven, 
and to put him in mind that THRE is his Father, his 
country, and inheritance. 

In the preceding verses we may see three faults, 
which our Lord commands us to avoid in prayer :— 

Ist. Hypocrisy. Be not as the hypocrites. ver. 5. 

Qndly. Dissipation. Enter into thy closet. ver. 6. 

3rdly. Much sPEAKING, Or UNMEANING REPETITION, 
Be not like the heathens. ver. 7. 

Verse9. After thismanner therefore pray ye] Forms 
of prayer were frequent among the Jews; and every 
public teacher gave one to his disciples. Some forms 
were drawn out to a considerable length, and from 
these abridgments were made : to the latter sort the 
following prayer properly belongs, and consequently, 
besides its own very important use, it is a plan for a 
more extended devotion. What satisfaction must it 
be to learn from God himself, with what words, and in 
what manner, he would have us pray to him, so as not 
to pray in vain! A king, who draws up the petition 
which he allows to be presented to himself, has 
doubtless the fullest determination to grant the re- 
quest. We do not sufficiently consider the value of 
this prayer ; the respect and attention which it re- 
quires ; the preference to be given to it; its fulness 
and perfection ; the frequent use we should make of it ; 
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ye have need of, before ye ask An. Olymp. 
hitn. CCI. 3. 
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: ‘Our 


Luke xi. 2, &c; Rom. viii. 14, 15. 


and the spirit which we should bring with it. “ Lord, 
teach us how to pray!” is a prayer necessary to 
prayer ; for unless we are divinely instructed in the 
manner, and influenced by the spirit of true devotion, 
even the prayer taught us by Jesus Christ may be re- 
peated without profit to our souls. 

Our Father| It was a maxim of the Jews, that a 
man should not pray alone, but join with the Church ; 
by which they particularly meant that he should, 
whether alone or with the synagogue, use the plural 
number as comprehending all the followers of God. 
Hence, they say, Let none pray the short prayer, i.e. 
as the gloss expounds it, the prayer in the singular, 
but in the plural number. See Lightfoot on this place. 

This prayer was evidently made in a peculiar man- 
ner for the children of God. And hence we are taught 
to say, not My Father, but our Father. The heart, 
says one, of a child of God, is a brotherly heart, in 
respect of all other Christians: it asks nothing but 
in the spirit of unity, fellowship, and Christian charity ; 
desiring chat for its brethren which it desires for 
itself. 

The word Father, placed here at the beginning of 
this prayer, includes two grand ideas, which should 
serve as a foundation to all our petitions: 1st. That 
tender and respectful love which we should feel for 
God, such as that which children feel for their fathers. 
Qdly. That strong confidence in God’s love to us, such 
as fathers have for their children. Thus all the peti- 
tions in this prayer stand in strictest reference to the 
word Father ; the first three referring to the love we 
have for God; and the three last, to that confidence 
which we have in the love he bears to us. 

The relation we stand in to this first and best of 
beings dictates to us reverence for his person, zeal for 
his honour, obedience to his will, submission to his dis- 
pénsations and chastisements, and resemblance to his 
nature. 

Which art in heaven] ‘The phrase D’Dwaw 13°38, 
abinu sheboshemayim, our Father who art in heaven, 
was very common among the ancient Jews ; and was 
used by them precisely in the same sense as it is used 
here by our Lord. 

This phrase in the Scriptures seems used to express : 

Ist. His omnipresence. The heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee. 1 Kings viii. 27: that is, Thou 
fillest immensity. 

Qdly. His masesry and pominion over his creatures. 
Art thou not God in heaven, and rulest thou not over 
all the kingdoms of the heathen? 2 Chron. xx. 6. 

3dly. His powrrand micutT. Art thou not God in 
heaven, and in thy hand is there not power and might, 
so that no creature is able to withstand thee ! 2 Chron. 
xx. 6. Our God is in heaven, and hath done whatso- 
ever he pleased. Psa. exv. 3. 

4thly. His omniscrence. The Lord’s throne is tn 
heaven, his eyes behold, his eye-lids try the children of 
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men. Psa. xi. 4. The Lord looketh down from heaven, 
he beholdeth all the sons of men. Psa. xxxiil. 13-15. 

5thly, His infinite purrry and wotiness. Look down 
from thy holy habitation, §c. Deut, xxvi. 15. Thou art 
the high and lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is holy, Isa, \vii. 15. 

Hallowed] AytacOnrw. Aylato- from a negative, and 
yn, the earth, a thing separated from the earth, or from 
earthly purposes and employments. As the word sanc- 
tified, or hallowed, in Scripture, is frequently used for 
the consecration of a thing or person to a holy use or 
office, as the Levites, first-born, tabernacle, temple, 
and their utensils, which were all set apart from every 
earthly, common, or profane use, and employed 
wholly in the service of God, so the Divine Majesty 
may be said to be sanctified by us, in analogy to those 
things, viz. when we separate him from, and in ovr 
conceptions and desires exalt him above, earth and all 
things. 

Thy name.| That is, Gop himself, with all the at- 
tributes of his Divine nature—his power, wisdom, 
justice, mercy, &e, 

We hallow God’s name, Ist. With our lips, when 
all our conversation is holy, and we speak of those 
things which are meet to minister grace to the hearers. 

2dly, In our thoughts, when we suppress every 
rising eyil, and have our tempers regulated by his grace 
and Spirit. 

3dly. In our lives, when we begin, continue, and 
end our works to his glory. If we have an eye to 
God in all we perform, then every act of our common 
employment will be an act of religious worship. 

4thly. In our families, when we endeavour to bring 
up our children in the discipline and admonition of 
the Lord ; instructing also our servants in the way of 
righteousness, 

5thly, In a particular callong or business, when we 
separate the falsity, deception, and lying, commonly 
practised, from it ; buying and selling as in the sight 
of the holy and just God. 

Verse 10. Thy kingdom come,] The ancient Jews 
scrupled not to say: He prays not at all, in whose 
prayers there is no mention of the kingdom of God. 
Hence, they were accustomed to say, ‘ Let him cause 
his kingdom to reign, and his redemption to flourish; and 
let the Messiah speedily come and deliver his people.” 

The universal sway of the sceptre of Christ ;-—God 
has promised that the kingdom of Christ shall be ex- 
alted above all kingdoms. Dan. vii. 14-27. That it 
shall overcome all others, and be at last the universal 
empire. Isa. ix. 7. Connect this with the explanation 
given of this phrase, chap. iii. 2. 

Thy will be done] This petition is properly added 
to the preceding ; for when the kingdom of righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy, in the Holy Spirit, is established 
in the heart, there is then an ample provision made 
for the fulfilment of the Divine wl. 

The will of God is infinitely good, wise, and holy ; 
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© See Job xxiii. 12; Prov. xxx. 8. 


to have it fulfilled in and among men, is to have in- 
finite goodness, wisdom, and holiness diflused throughout 
the universe; and earth made the counterpart of 
heaven. 

As it is in heaven.] The Jews maintained, that 
they were the angels of God upon earth, as those 
pure spirits were angels of God in heaven; hence 
they said, “As the angels sanctify the Divine name 
in heaven, so the Israelites sanctify the Divine name 
upon earth.” See Schoetigen. 

Observe, Ist. The salvation of the soul is the re- 
sult of two wills conjoined: the will of God, and the 
will of man. If God will not the salvation of man, 
he cannot be saved: If man will not the salvation 
Ged has prepared for him, he cannot be delivered from 
his sins. 2dly. This petition certainly points out a 
deliverance from ail sin; for nothing that is unholy 
can consist with the Divine wil, andif this be fulfilled 
in man, surely sin shall be banished from his soul. 
3diy. Thisis farther evident from these words, as i¢ 
is in heaven; i. e. as the angels do it: viz. with all 
zeal, diligence, love, delight, and perseverance. 4thly. 
Does not the petition plainly imply, we may live 
without sinning against God? Surely the holy angels 
never mingle iniquity with their loving obedience, 
and as our Lord teaches us to pray, that we do his 
will here as they do it in heaven, can it be thought 
he would put a petition in our mouths, the fulfilment 
of which was impossible? 5thly. This certainly 
destroys the assertion: “‘ There is no such state of 
purification to be attained here, in which rt may be said, 
the soul is redeemed from sinful passions and desires ;” 
for it is on EARTH that we are commanded to pray 
that this wall, which is our sanctification, may be done. 
6thly. Our souls can never be truly happy, till our 
wiuxs be entirely subjected to, and become one with, 
the will of God. 7thly. How can any person offer 
this petition to his Maker, who thinks of nothing Jess 
than the performance of the w/l of God, and of 
nothing more than doing his own ? 

Some see the mystery of the Trinity in the three 
preceding petitions. The first being addressed to the 
Father, as the source of all holiness. The second, 
to the Son, who establishes the kingdom of God upon 
earth. The third, to the Holy Spirit, who by his 
energy works in men to will and to perform. 

To offer these three petitions with success at the 
throne of God, three graces, essential to our salva- 
tion, must be brought into exercise ; and, indeed, the 
petitions themselves necessarily suppose them, Faitu, 
Our Father—for he that cometh io God, must believe 
that he is. 

Hors, Thy kingdom come—For this grace has for 
its object good things to come. 

Love, Thy will be done—For love is the incentive to 
and principle of all obedience to God, and beneficence 
to man. 

Verse 11. Give us this day our daily bread.] The 

] 


The Lord's prayer 


A.M, 4031. 12 And forgive us our debts, 
An. Olymp. : 
can we forgive our debtors. 


13 4And lead us not into tempta- 


P Chap. xviii. 21, &c.——4 Chap. xxvi. 41; Luke xxii. 40, 46; 
1 Cor. x. 13; 2 Pet. ii. 9; Rev. iii. 10. 


word excovocoy has greatly perplexed critics and com- 
mentators. I find upwards of thirty different expla- 
nations of it. It is found in no Greek writer before 
he evangelists, and Origen says expressly, that it 
was formed by them, aad eorxe TerAacba vTo Twv evay- 
yeAtotwv. The interpretation of Theophylact, one of 
the best of the Greek fathers, has ever appeared to 
me to be the most correct, Aptoc em Ty ovata Kat 
cvotacet nuwy avtapxnc, Bread, sufficient for our sub- 
stance and support, i.e. That quantity of food which 
is necessary to support our health and strength, by 
being changed into the substance of our bodies. Its 
composition is of exc and ovova, proper or sufficient for 
support. Mr. Wakefield thinks it probable, that the 
word was originally written ez ovovay, which coalesced 
by degrees, till they became the excovoiov of the MSS. 
There is probably an allusion here to the custom of 
travellers in the east, who were wont to reserve a 
part of the food given them the preceding evening to 
serve for their breakfast or dinner the next day. But 
as this was not sufficient for the whole day, they were 
therefore obliged to depend on the providence of God 
for the additional supply. In Luke xy. 12, 13, ovova 
signifies, what a person has to live on; and nothing 
can be more natural than to understand the com- 
pound emovococ, of that additional supply which the 
traveller needs, to complete the provision necessary 
for a day’s eating, over and above what he had then 
in his possession. See Harmer. 

The word is so very peculiar and expressive, and 
seems to have been made on purpose by the evange- 
lists, that more than mere bodily nourishment seems 
to be intended by it. Indeed, many of the primitive 
fathers understood it as comprehending that daily 
supply of grace which the soul requires to keep it in 
health and vigour: He who uses the petition would 
do well to keep both in view. Observe 1. God is 
the author and dispenser of all temporal as well as 
spiritual good. 2. We have merited no kind of good 
from his hand, and therefore must receive it as a free 
gift: Give us, &c. 3. We must depend on him 
daily for support; we are not permitted to ask any 
thing for to-morrow: give us to-day. 4. That peti- 
tion of the ancient Jews is excellent: ‘ Lord, the 
necessities of thy people Israel are many, and their 
knowledge small, so that they know not how to dis- 
close their necessities: Let it be thy good pleasure 
to give to every man, what sufficeth for food !”— 
Thus they expressed their dependence, and left it to 
God to determine what was best and most suitable. 
We must ask only that which is essential to our 
support, God having promised neither lwauries nor 
superflurties. f 

Verse 12. And forgive us our debts} Sin is re- 
presented here under the aotion of a dedt, and as our 
sins are many, they are callea here debts. God made 
man that he might live to his glory, and gave him a 
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law to walk by ; and if, when he does any thing that 
tends not to glorify God, he contracts a debt with 
Divine Justice, how much more is he debtor when 
he breaks the law by actual transgression! It has 
been justly observed, “All the attributes of God are 
reasons of obedience to man; those attributes are in- 
finite; every sin is an act of ingratitude or rebellion 
against all these attributes ; therefore sin is infinitely 
sinful.” 

Forgive us.—Man has nothing to pay: if his debts 
are not forgiven, they must stand charged against 
him for ever, as he is absolutely insolvent. Forgive- 
ness, therefore, must come from the free mercy of 
God in Christ : and how strange is it we cannot have 
the old debt cancelled, without (by that very means) 
contracting a new one, as great as the old! but the 
credit is transferred from Justice to Mercy. While 
sinners we are in debt to infinite Justice ; when par- 
doned, in debt to endless Mercy: and as a continu- 
ance in a state of grace necessarily implies a con- 
tinual communication of mercy, so the debt goes on 
increasing ad infimtum. Strange economy in the 
Divine procedure, which by rendering a man an in- 
finite debtor, keeps him eternally dependent on his 
Creator! How good isGod! And what does this 
state of dependence imply? A union with, and par- 
ticipation of, the fountain of eternal goodness and 
felicity ! 

As we forgive our debtors.| It was a maxim among 
the ancient Jews, that no man should lie down in 
his bed, without forgiving those who had offended 
him. That man condemns himself to suffer eternal 
punishment, who makes use of this prayer with 
revenge and hatred in his heart. He who will not 
attend to a condition so advantageous to himself (re- 
mitting a hundred pence to his debtor, that his own 
creditor may remit him 10,000 ¢alents) is a madman, 
who, to oblige his neighbour to suffer an hour, is 
himself determined to suffer everlastingly! This 
condition of forgiving our neighbour, though it can- 
not possibly merit any thing, yet it is that condition 
without which God will pardon no man, See ver, 
14 and 15. 

Verse 13. And lead us not into temptation] That is, 
bring us not into sore trial. Tetpaowov, which may be 
here rendered sore trial, comes from mecpa, to pierce 
through, as with a spear, or spit, used so by some of 
the best Greek writers. Several of the primitive 
fathers understood it something in this way; and 
have therefore added quam ferre non possimus, “which 
we cannot bear.” The word not only implies violent 
assaults from “Satan, but also sorely afflictive cireum- 
stances, none of which we have, as yet, grace or forti- 
tude sufficient to bear. Bring us not in, or lead us not 
in. This isa mere Hebraism: God is said to doa thing 
which he only permits or suffers to be done. 

The process of temptation is often as follows; Ist 
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A simple evil thought. 2ndly. A strong wnagination, 
or impression made on the imagination, by the thing to 
which we are tempted. 3dly. Delight in viewing it. 
4thly. Consent of the will to perform it. ‘Thus lust is 
conceived, sin is finished, and death brought forth. 
James i. 15. See also on chap. iv. 1. A man may be 
tempted without entering into the temptation : entering 
into it implies giving way, closing in with, and em- 
bracing it. 

But deliver us from evil] Aro tov rovnpov, from 
the wicked one. Satan is expressly called o zovnpoc, 
the wicked one. Matt. xiii. 19, and 38, compare with 
Mark iv. 15; Luke viii. 12. This epithet of Satan 
comes from rovoc, labour, sorrow, misery, because of 
the drudgery which is found in the way of sin, the 
sorrow that accompanies the commission of it, and the 
misery which is entailed upon it, and in which it ends. 

It is said in the Misuna, Tit. Beracoth, that Rabbi 
Judah was wont to pray thus; “ Let it be thy good 
pleasure to deliver us from impudent men, and from 
impudence : from an evil man and an evil chance; 
from an evil affection, an evil companion, and an evil 
neighbour: from Satan the destroyer, from a hard 
judgment, and a hard adversary.” See Lightfoot. 

Deliver us| Pvoat nuac—a very expressive word— 
break our chains, and loose our bands—snatch, pluck 
us from the evil, and its calamitous issue. 

For thine is the kingdom, &c.] The whole of this 
doxology is rejected by Wetstein, Griesbach, and the 
most eminent critics. The authorities on which it is 
rejected may be seen in Griesbach and Wetstein, par- 
ticularly in the second edition of Griesbach’s Testa- 
ment, who is fully of opinion that ct never made a part 
of the sacred text. It is variously written in several 
MSS., and omitted by most of the fathers, both Greek 
and Latin. As the doxology is at least very ancient, 
and was in use among the Jews, as well as all the 
other petitions of this excellent prayer, it should not, 
in my opinion, be left out of the text, merely because 
some MSS. have omitted it, and it has been variously 
written in others. See various forms of this doxology, 
taken from the ancient Jewish writers, in Lightfoot 
and Schoetigen, 

By the kingdom, we may understand that mentioned 
ver. 10, and explained chap. iii. 2. 

By power, that energy by which the kingdom is 
governed and maintained. 

By glory, the honour that shall redound to God in 
consequence of the maintenance of the kingdom of 
grace, in the salvation of men. 

For ever and ever.| Exc rove atwvac, to the Sor evers. 
Well expressed by our common translation—ever in 
our ancient use of the word taking in the whole dura- 
tion of time; the second ever, the whole of etermity. 
May thy name have the glory both in this world, and 
in that which is to come! The original word atwy 
comes from ae always, and wy being, or existence.— 
This is Aristotle’s definition of it. See the note on 
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who trespass against us 


15 But "if ye forgive not men oo eet 


their trespasses, neither will your An. Olymp. 
Father forgive your trespasses. ; 


uChap. xviii. 35; James ii. 13. 


Gen. xxi. 33. There is no word in any language 
which more forcibly points out the grand characteristic 
of eternity—that which always exists. It is often used 
to signify a limited-time, the end of which is * not 
known; but this use of it is only an accommodated 
one; and it is the grammatical and proper sense of it 
which must be resorted to in any controversy con- 
cerning the word. We sometimes use the phrase for 
evermore: i. e. for ever and more, which signifies the 
whole of time, and the more or interminable duratior 
beyond it. See on chap. xxv. 46. 

Amen.] This word is Hebrew, {>x, and signifies 
faithful or true. Some suppose the word is formec 
from the initial letters of } 2x3 yp “1118 adoni melech 
neeman, My Lord, the faithful King. ‘The word it- 
self implies a confident resting of the soul in God, 
with the fullest assurance that all these petitions shall 
be fulfilled to every one who prays according to the 
directions given before by our blessed Lord. 

The very learned Mr. Gregory has shown that our 
Lord collected this prayer out of the Jewish Hucho- 
logies, and gives us the whole form as follows :— 

“Our Father who art in heaven, be gracious unto 
us! O Lord our God, hallowed be thy name, and let 
the remembrance of Thee be glorified in heaven above, 
and in the earth here below! Let thy kingdom reign 
over us now, and for ever! The holy men of old 
said, remit and forgive unto all men whatsoever they 
have done against me! And lead us not into the 
hands of temptation, but deliver us from the evil thing! 
For thine is the kingdom, and thou shalt reign in glory 
for ever and for evermore.” Gregory’s Works, 4to. 
1671, p. 162. See this proved at large in the col- 
lections of Lightfoot and Schoetigenius. 

Verse 14. If ye forgive men] He who shows 
mercy to men receives mercy from God. Fora king 
to forgive his subjects a hundred millions of treasons 
against his person and authority, on this one con- 
dition, that they will henceforth live peaceably with 
him and with each other, is what we shall never see; 
and yet this is but the shadow of that which Christ 
promises on his Father’s part to all true penitents. 
A man can have little regard for his salvation, who 
refuses to have it on such advantageous terms. See 
Quesnel. 

Verse 15. But if ye forgive not] He who does 
not awake at the sound of so loud a voice, is not asleep 
but dead. A vindictive man excludes himself from 
all hope of eternal life, and himself seals his own 
damnation. 

Trespasses] lapanxtwuara, from mapa and mirrte, 
to fall off. What a remarkable difference there is 
between this word and ogeAnuara, debts, in verse 12! 
Men’s sins against us are only their stumblings, or 
fallings off from the duties they owe us; but our’s 
are debts to God’s justice, which we can never dis- 
charge. It can be no great difficulty to forgive those, 
especially when we consider that in many respects 
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Directions 


A. M. 4031. 
AS D2. 


is cine. not, as the hypocrites, of a “sad 
countenance : for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their re- 
ward. 
17 But thou, *when thou fastest, ¥ anoint 
thine head, and wash thy face; 


CHAP. VI. 


concerning fasting. 


16 Moreover ‘when ye fast, be] 18 That thou appear not unto poi 4031. 


D. 27. 
men to fast, but unto thy Father An. eine. 


which is in secret; and thy Father, 
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly. 

19 4 7 Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal : 


"1 Kings xxi. 27; Isa. lviii. 5. 
Matt. xiv. 15. 


w Gen. iv. 4; Psa. xxxv. 13; 
x Ruth iii. 3; 2 Sam. xii. 20°; Eccles. ix. 8. 


we have failed as much, in certain duties which we 
owed to others, as they have done in those which 
they owed us. ‘“ But I have given him no provoca- 
tion.” Perhaps thou art angry, and art not a proper 
judge in the matter; but, however it may be, it is 
thy interest to forgive, if thou expectest forgiveness 
from God. On this important subject I will subjoin 
an extract from Mason’s Self-knowledge, page 248, 
L755. 

* Athenodorus, the philosopher, by reason of his old 
age, begged leave to retire from the court of Augustus, 
which the emperor granted. In his compliments of 
leave, he said, ‘ Remember, Cesar, whenever thou art 
angry, that thou say or do nothing before thou hast 
distinctly repeated to thyself the twenty-four letters of 
the alphabet.” On which Cesar caught him by the 
hand, and said, ‘I have need of thy presence still :’ and 
kept him a year longer. This was excellent advice 
from a heathen; but a Christian may prescribe to him- 
self a wiser rule. When thou art angry, answer not 
till thou hast repeated the fifth petition of our Lord’s 
prayer—Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors : and our Lord’s comment upon it—For if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
heavenly Father forgive your trespasses.” 

Prayer to God is considered among the Mohamme- 
dans in a very important point of view. It is declared 
by the Mosliman doctors to be the corner stone of RELI- 
Gion, and the pillar of FairH. It is not, say they, a 
thing of mere form, but requires that the heart and 
understanding should accompany it, without which they 
pronounce it to be of no avail. They direct prayer to 
be performed five times in the twenty-four hours. 1. 
Between day-break and sun-rise ; 2. Immediately after 
noon ; 3. Immediately before sun-set; 4. In the evening 
before dark ; and 5. Before the first watch of the mght. 

They hold the following points to be essentially re- 
quisite to the efficacy of prayer :—1. That the person 
be free from every species of defilement. 2. That all 
sumptuous and gaudy apparel be laid aside. 3. That 
the attention accompany the act, and be not suffered to 
wander to any other object. 4. That the prayer be 
performed with the face toward the temple of Mecca. 
Hepayan. Prel. Dis. pp. 53, 54. 

There are few points here but the follower of Christ 
may seriously consider and profitably practise. 

Verse 16. When ye fast] A fast is termed by the 
Greeks vycic, from vy not, and eodew to eat; hence 
fast means, a total abstinence from food for a certain 
time. Abstaining from flesh, and living on fish, vege- 


y Ruth ui. 3; Daniel x. 3. “Prov. ¥xiii. 4; 1 Tim. vi. 17; 
Heb. xiii. 5; James v. 1, &c. 


burlesque on fasting. Many pretend to take the true 
definition of a fast from Isaiah lviii. 3, and say that it 
means a fast from sin. This is a mistake; there is 
no such term in the Bible as fasting from sin; the 
very idea is ridiculous and absurd, as if sim were a 
part of our daily food. In the fast mentioned by the 
prophet, the people were to divide their bread with the 
hungry, ver. 7; but could they eat their bread, and 
give it toot No man should save by a fast: he should 
give all the food he might have eaten to the poor. He 
who saves a day’s expense by a fast, commits an abo- 
mination before the Lord. See more on chap. ix. 15. 

As the hypocrites, of a sad countenance] =KvOpwror, 
either from oxvOpo¢ sour, crabbed, and wy the coun- 
tenance ; or from ZxvOy¢ a Scythian, a morose, gloomy, 
austere phiz, like that of a Scythian or Tartar. A 
hypocrite has always a difficult part to act: when he 
wishes to appear as a penitent, not having any godly 
sorrow at heart, he is obliged to counterfeit it the best 
way he can, by a gloomy and austere look. 

Verse 17. Anownt thine head and wash thy face] 
These were forbidden in the Jewish canon on days of 
fasting and humiliation ; and hypocrites availed them- 
selves of this ordinance, that they might appear to 
fast. Our Lord, therefore, cautions us against this: 
as if he had said, Affect, nothing—dress in thy ordinary 
manner, and let the whole of thy deportment prove that 
thou desirest to recommend thy soul to God, and not 
thy face to men. ‘That factitious mourning, which 
consists in putting on black clothes, crapes, &c., is 
utterly inconsistent with the szmplicity of the Gospel 
of Christ; and if practised in reference to, spiritual 
matters, is certainly forbidden here : but sin is so com- 
mon, and so boldly persisted in, that not even a crape 
is put on, as an evidence of deploring its influence, or 
of sorrow for having committed it. 

Verse 18. Thy Father which seeth in secret] Let 
us not be afraid that our hearts can be concealed from 
God ; but let us fear lest he perceive them to be more 
desirous of the praise of men than they are of that 
glory which comes from Him. 

Openly.| Ev tw gavepw. These words are omitted 
by mine MSS. in uncial letters ; and by more than one 
hundred others, by most of the versions, and by seve- 
ral of the primitive fathers. As itis supported by no 
adequate authority, Bengel, Wetstein, Griesbach, and 
others, have left it out of the text. 

Verse 19. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth] What blindness is it for a man to lay up that 
as a treasure which must necessarily perish! A heart 


tables, &c., is no fast, or may be rather considered a| designed for God and eternity is terribly degraded by 
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A. M. 4031. . 
A. D. 27. 20 *But lay up for yourselves 


An. Olymp. treasures in heaven, where neither 
Ch? moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
21 For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 
22 4» The light of the body is the eye: 
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treasure in heaven 


if therefore thine eye be single, 4,M. 4031. 


thy whole body shall be full of An, Olymp. 
light. iol an 
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness. If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, how great as 
that darkness ! 


aEcclus. xxix. 11; chap. xix. 21; Luke xii. 33, 34; xviii. 22; 


1 Tim. vi. 19; 1 Pet. i. 4——» Luke xi. 34, 36. 


being fixed on those things which are subject to cor- 
ruption. “ But may we not lay up treasure innocently ?” 
Yes. Ist. If you can do it without setting your heart 
on it, which is almost impossible: and 2dly. If there 
be neither widows nor orphans, destitute nor distressed 
persons in the place where you live. “ But there isa 
portion which belongs to my children; shall I distribute 
that among the poor?” If it belongs to your children, 
it is not yours, and therefore you have no right to dis- 
pose of it. ‘ But] havea certain sum in stock, &c. ; 
shall I take that and divide it among the poor?” By 
no means ; for, by doing so, you would put it out of your 
power to do good after the present division : keep your 
principal, and devote, if you possibly can spare it, the pro- 
duct to the poor; and thus you shall have the continual 
ability to do good. Inthe mean time take care not to 
shut up your bowels of compassion against a brother 
in distress ; if you do, the love of God cannot dwell in 
you. 
Rust] Or canker, Bpworc, from Bpwckw, I eat, con- 
sume. ‘This word cannot be properly applied to rust, 
but to any thing that consumes or cankers clothes or 
metals. There is a saying exactly similar to this in 
the Institutes of Menu ;: speaking of the presents made 
to Brahmins, he says, “It is a gem which neither 
thieves nor foes take away, and which never perishes.” 
Chapter of Government, Institute 83. 

Where thieves do not break through] Acopvocovor, 
literally dig through, i. e. the wall, in order to get 
into the house. This was not a difficult matter, as 
the house was generally made of mud and straw, 
kneaded together like the cobb houses in Cornwall, and 
other places. See notes on chap. vii. 27. 

Verse 20. Lay up—treasures in heaven] “ The 
only way to render perishing goods eternal, to secure 
stately furniture from moths, and the richest metals 
from canker, and precious stones from thieves, is to 
transmit them to heaven by acts of charity. This is a 
kind of bill of exchange which cannot fail of accept- 
ance, but through our own fault.” Quesnel. 

It is certain we have not the smallest portion of 
temporal good, but what we have received from the 
unmerited bounty of God: and if we give back to him 
all we have received, yet still there is no mer: that 
can fairly attach to the act, as the goods were the 
Lord’s ; for I am not to suppose that I can purchase 
any thing from a man by his own property. On this 
ground the doctrine of human merit is one of the most 
absurd that ever was published among men, or credited 
by sinners. Yet he who supposes he can purchase 
heaven by giving that meat which was left at his own 
table, and that of his servants ; or by giving a garment 
which he could no longer in decency wear, must have 
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a base ignorant soul, and a very mean opinion of the 
heaven he hopes for. But shall not such works as 
these be rewarded? Yes, yes, God will take care to 
give you all that your refuse victuals and old clothes 
are worth. Yet he, who through love to God and 
man, divides his bread with the hungry, and covers the 
naked with a garment, shall not lose his reward; a 
reward which the mercy of God appoints, but to which, 
in strict justice, he can lay no claim. 

Verse 21. Where your treasure is] If God be the 
treasure of our souls, our hearts, i. e. our affections 
and desires will be placed on things above. An earthly 
minded man proves that his treasure is below ; a hea- 
venly minded man shows that his treasure is above. 

Verse 22. The light of the body is the eye] That 
is, the eye is to the body what the sun is to the uni- 
verse in the day time, or a lamp or candle to a house 
at night. 

If—thine eye be single] Ariovc, simple, uncom- 
pounded ; i. e. so perfect in its structure as to see ob- 
jects distinctly and clearly, and not confusedly, or in 
different places to what they are, as is often the case 
in certain disorders of the eye; one object appearing 
two or more—or else in a different situation, and of a 
different colour to what it really is. This state of the 
eye is termed, ver. 23, zovypoc evil, 1. e. diseased or 
defective. An evil eye was a phrase in use, among the 
ancient Jews, to denote an envious, covetous man or 
disposition ; a man who repined at his neighbour’s pros- 
perity, loved his own money, and would do nothing in 
the way of charity for God’s sake. Our blessed Lord, 
however, extends and sublimes this meaning, and uses 
the sound eye as a metaphor to point out that simpli- 
city of intention, and purity of affection with which 
men should pursue the supreme good. We cannot draw 
more than one straight line between two indivisible 
points. We aim at happiness: it is found only in one 
thing, the indivisible and eternal Gop. If the line of 
simple intention be drawn straight to him, and the 
soul walk by it, with purity of affection, the whole 
man shall be ight in the Lord; the rays of that ex- 
cellent glory shall 2rradiate the mind, and through the 
whole spirit shall the Divine nature be transfused. But 
if a person who enjoyed this heavenly treasure permit 
his semplicity of intention to deviate from heavenly to 
earthly good; and his purity of affection to be con- 
taminated by worldly ambition, secular profits, and 
anima! gratifications ; then, ihe light which was in him 
becomes darkness, i. e. his spiritual discernment de- 
parts, and his union with God is destroyed : all is only 
a palpable obscure; and, like a man who has totally 
lost his sight, he walks without direction, certainty, or 
comfort. This state is most forcibly intimated in our 
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No man can CHAP. VI. serve two masters. 

A.M. 4031. 24 4 °No man can serve two] 25 Therefore I sayeuntc “you, “4M, 4081. 

An Gimp masters: for either he will hate the | * Take no thought for your life, what An, Olymp. 
ce P52: 


one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other. 4¢Ye-cannot serve God and -mam- 
mon. 


¢ Luke xvi. 18.4 Gal.i.10; 1 Tim. vi.17; Jamesiv. 4; 1 John 


Lord’s exclamation, How great a darkness! Who can 
adequately describe the misery and wretchedness of 
that soul which has lost its union with the fountain of 
all good, and, in losing this, has lost the possibility of 
happiness till the simple eye be once more given, and 
the straight line once more drawn. 

Verse 24. No man can serve two masters] The 
master of our heart may be fitly termed the love that 
reigns in it. We serve that only which we love su- 
premely. A man cannot be in perfect indifference be- 
twixt two objects which are incompatible: he is in- 
clined to despise and hate whatever he does not love 
supremely, when the necessity of a choice presents 
itself. 

He will hate the one and love the other.| The word 
hate has the same sense here as it has in many places 
of Scripture; it merely signifies to love less—so 
Jacob loved Rachel, but hated Leah; 7. e. he loved 
Leah much less than he loved Rachel. God himself 
uses it precisely in the same sense: Jacob have I 
loved, but Esau have I hated; 7. e. I have loved the 
posterity of Esau less than I have loved the posterity 
of Jacob: which means no more than that God, in the 
course of his providence, gave to the Jews greater 
earthly privileges than he gave to the Edomites, and 
chose to make them the progenitors of the Messiah, 
though they ultimately, through their own obstinacy, 
derived no more benefit from this privilege than the 
Edomites did. How strange is it, that with such 
evidence before thei: eyes, men will apply this loving 
and hating to degrees of inclusion and exclusion, in 
which neither the justice nor mercy of God are 
honoured ! 

Ye cannot serve God and mammon.] {191 mamon is 
used for money in the Targum of Onkelos, Exod. 
Xvili. 21; and in that of Jonathan, Judg. v. 19; 1 
Sam. viii. 3. The Syriac word 3311319 mamona is used 
in the same sense, Exod. xxi. 30. Dr. Castel deduces 
these words from the Hebrew {2X aman, to trust, 
confide; because men are apt to trust in riches. 
Mammon may therefore be considered any thing a 
rian confides in. Augustine observes, “ that mammon, 
in the Punic or Carthaginian language, signified 
gain.” Lucrum Punice mammon dicitur. ‘The word 
plainly denotes riches, Luke xvi. 9, 11, in which latter 
verse mention is made not only of the deceitful mam- 
mon, (tw adtkw,) but also of the true (To aAnbevor.) 
St. Luke’s phrase, paywva adixcac, very exactly 
answers to the Chaldee "pw })DD mamon dishekar, 
which is often used in the Targums. See more in 
Wetstein and Parkhurst. 

Some suppose there was an idol of this name, and 
Kircher mentions such a one in his Qdip. Egyptia- 
cus. See Castel. 
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ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; ————__ 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment? 


Meld. 


e Psa. ly, 22; Luke xii. 22, 23; Phil. iv. 6; 1! Pet. v. 7. 


Our blessed Lord shows here the utter impossibility 
of loving the world and loving God at the same 
time ; or, in other words, that a man of the world 
cannot be a truly religious character. He who gives 
his heart to the world robs God of it, and, in snatching 
at the shadow of earthly good, loses substantial and 
eternal blessedness. How dangerous is it to set our 
hearts upon riches, seeing it is so easy to make them 
our God! 

Verse 25. Therefore] Ava rovto, on this account ; 
viz., that ye may not serve mammon, but have un- 
shaken confidence in God, I say unto you,— 

Take no thought] Be not anxiously careful, yy 
Lepysvare; this is the proper meaning of the word. 
Mepiuva anxious solicitude, from jepilery tov voy 
dwiding or distracting the mind. My old MS. Bible 
renders it, be not bysp to pour liff. Prudent care is 
never forbidden by our Lord, but only that anxious 
distracting solicitude, which, by dividing the mind, 
and drawing it different ways, renders it utterly inca- 
pable of attending to any solemn or important concern. 
To be anxiously careful concerning the means of sub- 
sistence is to lose all satisfaction and comfort in the 
things which God gives, and to act as a mere infidel. 
On the other hand, to rely so much upon providence 
as not to use the very powers and faculties with which 
the Divine Being has endowed us, is to tempt God. 
If we labour without placing our confidence in our 
labour, but expect all from the blessing of God, we 
obey his will, co-operate with his providence, set the 
springs of it a-going on our behalf, and thus imitate 
Christ and his followers by a sedate care and an 
industrious confidence. 

In this and the following verses, our Lord lays 
down several reasons why men should not disquiet 
themselves about the wants of life, or concerning the 
future. 

The first is, the experience of greater benefits 
already received. Js not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment? Can he who gave us our 
body, and breathed into it the breath of life, before 
we could ask them from him, refuse us that which 
is necessary to preserve both, and when we ask it in 
humble confidence ? 

The clause what ye must eat, is omitted by two 
MSS., most of the ancient versions, and by many of 
the primitive fathers. Grzesbach has left it in the 
text with a note of doubtfulness. It occurs again in 
the 31st verse, and there is no variation in any of the 
MSS. in that place. Instead of, Is not the life more 
than, &c., we should read, Of more value; so the 
word 7/ecov is used in Num. xxii. 15, and by the best 
Greek writers; and in the same sense it is used in 
chap. xxi. 37. See the note there. 
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Sel. 26 f Behold the fowls of the air: 


An. Olymp. for they sow not, neither do they 

ey: reap, nor gather into barns; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye 
not much better than they ? 

27 Which of you by taking thought can 
&add one cubit unto his stature ? 

28 And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they 


{ Job xxxvili. 41; Psa. exlvii. 9; Luke xii. 24, &e.—— Luke ii. 


Verse 26. Behold the fowls of the air} The second 
reason why we should not be anxiovsly concerned 
about the future, is the example of the smaller ani- 
mals, which the providence of God feeds without their 
own labour; though he be not their father. We never 
knew an earthly father take care of his fowls, and 
neglect his children ; and shall we fear this from our 
heavenly Father? God forbid! ‘That man is utterly 
unworthy to have God for his father, who depends 
less upon his goodness, wisdom, and power, than upon 
a crop of corn, which may be spoiled either in the 
field or in the barn. If our great Creator have made 
us capable of knowing, loving, and enjoying himself 
eternally, what may we not expect from him, after 
so great a gift 7 

They sow not, neither do they reap| ‘There is a 
saying among the rabbins almost similar to this— 
“ Hast thou ever seen a beast or a fowl that had a 
workshop? yet they are fed without labour and without 
anxiety. They were created for the service of man, 
and man was created that he might serve his Creator. 
Man also would have been supported without labour 
and anxiety, had he not corrupted his ways. Hast 
thou ever seen a lion carrying burthens, a stag gather- 
ing summer fruits, a fox selling merchandise, or a wolf 
selling oil, that they might thus gain their support ? 
And yet they are fed without care or labour. Arguing 
therefore from the less to the greater, if they which 
were created that they might serve me, are nourished 
without labour and anxiety, how much more J, who 
have been created that I might serve my Maker! 
What therefore is the cause, why I should be obliged 
to labour in order to get my daily bread? Answer, 


sin.” This is a curious and important extract, and 
is highly worthy of the reader’s attention. See 
Schoettgen. 


Verse 27. Which of you by taking thought can add 
one cubit unto his stature 2] The third reason against 
these carking cares is the unprofitableness of human 
solicitude, unless God vouchsafe to bless it. What 
can our uneasiness do but render us still more unwor- 
thy of the Divine care? The passage from distrust 
to apostasy is very short and easy; and a man is not 
far from murmuring against Providence, who is dis- 
satisfied with its conduct. We should depend as fully 
upon God for the preservation of his gifts as for the 
gifts themselves. 

Cubit unto his stature 2| 1 think ndcxcav should be 
rendered age here, and so our translators have ren- 
dered the word in John ix. 21, avtoc nArkcav exet he is 
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anxious care. 


grow; they toil not, neither do 4,™, 43). 
S Ae An. Olymp. 
they spin: CCL ad 


29 And yet Isay unto you, > That 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 

30 Wherefore, iif God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall he not much more_ 
clothe you, *O ye of little faith? 


52; xii. 25, 26. —) Luke xi1.27— Luke xii. 28.-—— Ch. xiv. 31. 


of age. A very learned writer observes, that no diffi- 
culty can arise from applying zyyvv a cubzt, a measure 
of extension, to time, and the age of man: as place 
and time are both quantities, and capable of increase 
and diminution: and, as no fixed material standard 
can be employed in the -mensuration of the fleeting 
particles of time, it was natural and necessary, in 
the construction of language, to apply parallel terms 
to the discrimination cf tyme and place. Accordingly, 
we find the same words indifferently used to denote 
time and place in every known tongue. Lord, let 
me know the measure of my days! Thou hast 
made my days HAND-BREADTHS, Psa. xxxix. 56. 
Many examples might be adduced from the Greek 
and Roman writers. Besides, it is evident that the 
phrase of adding one cubit is proverbial, denoting 
something minute; and is therefore applicable to the 
smallest possible portion of tume; but, in a literal 
acceptation, the addition of a cudit to the stature, 
would be a great and extraordinary accession of height. 
See Wakefield. 

Verse 28. And why take ye thought for raiment 2\ 
Or, why are ye anxiously careful about raiment 2 The 
fourth reason against such inquietudes is the example 
of inanimate creatures: The herds and flowers of the 
field have their being, nourishment, exquisite flavours, 
and beautiful hues from God himself. They are not 
only without anxious care, but also without care or 
thought of every kind. Your being, its excellence and 
usefulness, do not depend on your anxious concem: 
they spring as truly from the beneficence and continual 
superintendence of God, as the flowers of the field do; 
and were you brought into such a situation, as to be as 
utterly incapable of contributing to your own preserva- 
tion and support as the /dies of the field are to theirs, 
your heavenly Father could augment your substance, 
and preserve your being, when for his glory and your 
own advantage. , 

Consider] Diligently consider this, xatapafere, lay 
it earnestly to heart, and let your confidence be un- 
shaken in the God of infinite bounty and love. 

Verse 29. Solomon in all his glory] Some suppose 
that as the robes of state worn by the eastern kings 
were usually white, as were those of the nobles among 
the Jews, that therefore the dily was chosen for the 


comparison. 

Verse 30. If God so clothe the grass of the field] 
Christ confounds both the luxury of the rich in their 
superfluities, and the distrust of the poor as to the 
necessaries of life. Let man, who is made for God 
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Exhortations to trust in CHAP. VI. the providence of God. 
ee 31 Therefore take no thought,| 33 But !seek ye first the king- 4,M, 4031. 
An. Olymp. saying, What shall we eat? or, |dom of God, and his righteousness; An. Olymp. 


ea ET shall we drink? or, Where- 


withal shall we be clothed? 
32 (For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 


knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. 


1See 1 Kings ili. 13; Psa. xxxvii. 25; Mark x. 30; Luke xii. 
SES) Pim viv, 8) 


and eternity, learn from a flower of the field how low 
the care of Providence stoops. All our inquietudes 
and distrusts proceed from lack of faith: that supplies 
all wants. The poor are not really such, but because 
they are destitute of faith. 

To-morrow is cast into the oven] The inhabitants 
of the east, to this day, make use of dry straw, with- 
ered herbs, and stubdle, to heat their ovens. Some 
have translated the original word «AcGavoy, a still, and 
intimate that our Lord alludes to the distillation of 
herbs for medicinal purposes ; but this is certainly con- 
trary to the scope of our Lord’s argument, which 
runs thus: If God covers with so much glory things 
of no farther value than to serve the meanest uses, 
will he not take care of his servants, who are so pre- 
cious in his sight, and designed for such zmportant 
services in the world? See Harmer’s Observations. 

Verse 31. What shall we eat 2 or, What shall we 
drink? &c.] These three inquiries engross the whole 
attention of those who are living without God in the 
world. The belly and back of a worldling are his 
compound god; and these he worships in the lust 
of the flesh, in the lust of the eye, and in the pride 
of life. 

Verse 32. For after all these things do the Gen- 
tiles seek] The fifth reason against solicitude about the 
future is—that to concern ourselves about these wants 
with anxiety, as if there was no such thing as a provi- 
dence in the world; with great affection towards earth- 
ly enjoyments, as if we expected no other; and with- 
out praying to God or consulting his will, as if we 
could do any thing without him: this is to imitate the 
worst kind of heathens, who live without hope, and 
without God in the world. 

Seek] Excfyrec from exc, intensive, and ¢ytew, I seek, 
to seek intensely, earnestly, again and again: the true 
characteristic of the worldly man; his soul is never 
satisfied—give ! give! is the ceaseless language of his 
earth-born heart. 

Your heavenly Father knoweth, &c.] The sixth 
reason against this anxiety about the future is—be- 
cause God, our heavenly Father, is infinite in wisdom, 
and knows all our wants. It is the property of a wise 
and tender father to provide necessaries, and not super- 
fluities, for his children. Not to expect the former is 
an offence to his goodness ; to expect the latter is in- 
jurious to his wisdom. 

Verse 33. But seek ye first the kingdom of God] 
See on Matt. iii. 7. 

His righteousness] That holiness of heart and 
purity of life which God requires of those who profess 
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™ and all these things shall be added oe 


unto you. 

34 Take therefore no thought for the ™ mor- 
row: for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. ° Sufficient unto the day 
as the evil thereof. 


m Mark x. 30; Luke xii. 31; Rom. xiv. 17. n Lev. xxil. 30; 
Prov. xxvii. 1.—+ Job xiv. 1; Luke xii, 20. 


to be subjects of that spiritual kingdom mentioned 
above. See on chap. v. 20. 

The seventh reason against these worldly cares and 
fears is—because the business of our salvation ought 
to engross us entirely: hither all our desires, cares, 
and inquiries ought to tend. Grace is the way to 
glory—holiness the way to happiness. If men be not 
righteous, there is no heaven to be had: if they be, 
they shall have heaven and earth too; for godliness 


has the promise of both lives. 1 Tim. vi. 3. 

All these things shall be added unto you.| The very 
blunt note of old Mr. Trapp, on this passage, is wor- 
thy of serious attention. All things shall be add- 
ed. ‘They shall be cast in as an overplus, or as 
small advantages to the main bargain; as paper. and 
pack-thread are given where we buy spice and fruit, 
or aninch of measure to an ell of cloth.” This was 
a very common saying among the Jews: “ Seek that, 
to which other things are necessarily connected.” “A 
king said to his particular friend, ‘ Ask what thou wilt, 
and [ will give it unto thee.’ He thought within him- 
self, ‘If I ask to be made a general I shall readily ob- 
tain it. I will ask something to which all these things 
shall be added:’ he therefore said, ‘Give me thy 
daughter to wife.” ‘This he did knowing that all the 
dignities of the kingdom should be added unto this 
gift.” See in Schoetigen. 

To this verse, probably, belong the following words, 
quoted often by Clement, Origen, and Eusebius, as 
the words of Christ: aite:te Ta peyada, Ka Ta pKpa 
ULL mpooreOnoerar’ Kat QlTelTE TA ETTOVPAVLA, Kal TA 
emtyeca TpooTeOnoera vyuy. ‘‘ Ask great things, and 
little things shall be added unto you; ask heavenly 
things, and earthly things shall be added unto you.” 

Verse 34. Take therefore no thought] That is, Be 
not therefore anxiously careful. 

The eighth and last reason, against this preposter- 
ous conduct, is—that carking care is not only useless 
in itself, but renders us miserable beforehand. The 
future falls under the cognizance of God alone: we 
encroach, therefore, upon his rights, when we would 
fain foresee all that may happen to us, and secure our- 
selves from it by our cares. How much good is 
omitted, how many evils caused, how many duties neg- 
lected, how many innocent persons deserted, how many 
good works destroyed, how many truths suppressed, 
and how many acts of injustice authorized by those 
timorous forecasts of what may happen; and those 
faithless apprehensions concerning the future! Let 
us do now what God requires of us, and trust the con 
sequences to him. The future time which God would 
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have us foresee and provide for is that of judgment and 
eternity : and it is about this alone that we are careless! 

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.] Apxetov 
rn nuepa t Kaxva avtnc, Sufficient for each day is its 
own calamity. Each day has its peculiar trials: we 
should meet them with confidence in God. As we 
should live but a day at a time, so we should take care 
to suffer no more evils in one day than are necessarily 
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uncharitable judgment 


attached to it. He who neglects the present for the 


future is acting opposite to the order of God, his 


own interest, and to every dictate of sound wisdom. 
Let us live for eternity, and we shall secure all that is 
valuable in time. 

There are many valuable reflections in the Abbé 
Quesnel’s work, on this chapter ; and from it several 
of the preceding have been derived. 


CHAPTER VII. 


Our Lord warns men against rash judgment and uncharitable censures, 1-5. 
not be profaned, 6; gives encouragement to fervent persevering prayer, 7-11. 
Exhorts the people to enter in at the strait gate, 13, 14; to beware of false 


deal with each other, 12. 


teachers, who are to be known by their fruits, 15-20. 


fesston of Christianty, however specious, 22, 23. 
a rock, 24, 25. 


Shows that holy things must 
Shows how men should 


Shows that no man shall be saved by his mere pro- 
The parable of the wise man who built his house upon 


Of the foolish man who built his house, without a foundation, on the sand, 26, 27. 


Christ concludes his sermon, and the people are astonished at his doctrine, 28, 29. 


A. M. 4031. 
yigces3 JUDGE @not, that ye be not 
fo Ce judged. 


———— 2 For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye shall be judged: %and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again. 

3 ° And why beholdest thou the mote that 


is in thy brother’s eye, but consider- arm 


est not the beam that is in thine a ck 
own eye? See, 
4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let 
me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, 
behold, a beam 7s in thine own eye? 
5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam 


a Luke vi. 37; Rom. ii. 1; xiv. 3,4, 10,13; 1 Cor.iv.3,5; James 


NOTES ON CHAP. VII. 

Verse 1. Judge not, that ye be not judged.| These 
exhortations are pointed against rash, harsh, and un- 
charitable judgments, the thinking evil, where no evil 
seems, and speaking of it accordingly. The Jews 
were highly criminal here, and yet had very excellent 
maxims against it, as may be seen in Schoettgen. 
This is one of the most important exhortations in the 
whole of this excellent sermon. By a secret and 
criminal disposition of nature, man endeavours to ele- 
vate himself above others, and, to do it more effectual- 
ly, depresses them. His jealous and envious heart 
wishes that there may be no good quality found but 
in himself, that he alone may be esteemed. Such is 
the state of every unconverted man; and it is from 
this criminal disposition, that evil surmises, rash judg- 
ments, precipitate decisions, and all other unjust pro- 
cedures against our neighbour, flow. 

Verse 2. For with what judgment] He who is 
severe on others will naturally excite their severity 
against himself. The censures and calumnies which 
we have suffered are probably the just reward of those 
which we have dealt out to others. 

Verse 3. And why beholdest thou the mote] Kapdoc 
might be translated the splinter: for splinter bears 
some analogy to beam, but mote does not. I should 
prefer this word (which has been adopted by some 
learned men) on the authority of Hesychius, who is a 
host in such matters; Kapdoc, xepaca Evaov Aerxrn, 
Karphos is a thin piece of wood, a splinter. It often 
happens that the faults which we consider as of the 
first enormity in others are, to our own iniquities, as a 
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iv. 11, 12.——» Mark iv. 24; Luke vi. 38. ¢ Luke vi. 41, 42. 


chip is, when compared to a large beam. On one side, 
self-love blinds us to ourseives; and, on the other, 
envy and malice give 4s piercing eyes in respect of 
others. When we shall have as much zeal to cor- 
rect ourselves, as we have inclination to reprove and 
correct others, we shall know our own defects better 
than now we know those of our neighbour. There 
is a caution very similar to this of our Lord given by 
a heathen :— 


Cum tua prevideas oculis mala lippus inunctis : 

Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis acutum, 

Quam aut aquila, aut serpens Epidaurius 2 
Hor. Sat. lib. 1. sat. 3. 1. 25-27. 


“When you can so readily overlook your own wick 
edness, why are you more clear-sighted than the eagle 
or serpent of Epidaurus, in spying out the failings of 
your friends?” But the saying was very common 
among the Jews, as may be seen in Lightfoot. 

Verse 4. Or how wilt thou say] That man is ut- 
terly unfit to show the way of life to others who is 
himself walking in the way of death. 

Verse 5. Thou hypocrite] A hypocrite, who pro 
fesses to be what he is not, (viz. a true Christian,) is 
obliged, for the support of the character he has as- 
sumed, to imitate all the dispositions and actions of a 
Christian ; consequently he must reprove sin, and en- 
deavour to show an uncommon affection for the glory 
of God. Our Lord unmasks this vile pretender to 
saintship, and shows him that his hidden hypocrisy, co- 
vered with the garb of external sanctity, is more abo- 
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Encouragement given 


oy Ae out of thine own eye; and then shalt 


Ao Om: thou sce clearly to cast out the mote 
—— out of thy brother’s eye. 

6 “ ¢Give not that which is holy unto the 
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, 
lest they trample them under their feet, and 
turn again and rend you. 

7 W ° Ask, and it shall be given you; seck, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: 

8 For f every one that asketh receiveth, and 


CHAP. 


Wal. to persevering prayer. 


he that secketh findeth; and to at gle 
him that knocketh it ‘shall be An. Olymp. 
opened. fs wera 

9 €Or what man is there of you, whom if 
his son ask bread, will he give him a stone ? 

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a 
serpent? 

11 If ye then, "being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him? 


4 Prov. ix. 7,85; xxiii. 9; Acts xiii. 45, 46. e Ch. xxi. 22; Mark 
xi. 24; Luke xi. 9, 10; xviii.1; John xiv.135; xv. 7; xvi. 23, 24; 


minable in the sight of God than the openly professed 
and practised iniquity of the profligate. 

In after times, the Jews made a very bad use of 
this saying: “I wonder,” said Rabbi Zarphon, ‘“‘ whe- 
ther there be any in this age that will suffer reproof? 
If one say to another, Cast out the mote out of thine 
eye, he is immediately ready to answer, Cast out the 
beam that is in thine own eye.” ‘This proverbial mode 
of speech the Gloss interprets thus: “ Cast out, DOP 
kisim, the mote, that is, the little sin, that is in thy 
hand: to which he answered, Cast out the great sin 
that is in thine. So they could not reprove, because 
all were sinners.” See Lightfoot. 

Verse 6. Give not that which is holy] To ayior, 
the holy or sacred thing; i. e. any thing, especially, 
of the sacrificial kind, which had been consecrated to 
God. The members of this sentence should be trans- 
posed thus :— 


Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 
Lest they turn again and rend you: 
Neither cast ye your pearls before swine, 
Lest they trample them under their feet. 


The propriety of this transposition is self-evident. 
There are many such transpositions as these, both in 
sacred and profane writers. The following is very 
remarkable :— 


“<T am black but comely ; 
«“ As the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.” 


That is, 


“Tam black as the tents of Kedar, 
“ Comely as the curtains of Solomon.” 


See many proofs of this sort of writing in Mr. 
WakeEFIELD’s Commentary. 

As a general meaning of this passage, we may just 
say : “ The sacrament of the Lord’s supper, and other 
holy ordinances which are only instituted for the ge- 
nuine followers of Christ, are not to be dispensed to 
those who are continually returning like the snarling 
ill-natured dog to their easily predominant sins of rash 
judgment, barking at and tearing the characters of 
others by evil speaking, back biting and slandering ; 
nor to him who, like the swine, is frequently returning 
to wallow in the mud of sensual gratifications and 
ampurities.” 

Verse 7. Ask—seek—knock] These three words 
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James 1. 5, 6; 1 John iii, 22; v. 14, 15.——f Prov. viii. 17; Jer. 
xxix. 12, 13.—s Luke xi, 11, 12, 13.——Gen. vi. 5; viii. 21, 


include the ideas of want, loss, and earnestness. Ask: 
turn beggar at the door of mercy; thou art destitute 
of ali spiritual good, and it is God alone who can give 
it to thee ; and thou hast no claim but what his mercy 
has given thee on itself. 

Seek: Thou hast lost thy God, thy paradise, thy 
soul.—Look about thee—leave no stone unturned : 
there is no peace, no final salvation for thee till thou 
get thy soul restored to the favour and image of God. 

Knock: Be in earnest—be wnportunate: Eternity 
is at hand! and, if thou die in thy sins, where God is 
thou shalt never come. 

Ask with confidence and humility. 

Seek with care and application. 

Knock with earnestness and perseverance. 

Verse 8. For every one that asketh receweth} 
Prayer is always heard after one manner or other. 
No soul can pray in vain that prays as directed above. 
The truth and faithfulness of the Lord Jesus are 
pledged for its success. —Ye SHALL receive—ye SHALL 
find—it sHaLL be opened. These words are as strong- 
ly binding on the side of God, as thou shalt do no mur- 
der is on the side of man. Bring Christ’s word, and 
Christ’s sacrifice with thee, and not one of Heaven’s 
blessings can be denied thee. See on Luke xi. 9. 

Verse 9. Or what man is there—whom tf his son] 
Men are exhorted to come unto God, with the persua- 
sion that he is a most gracious and compassionate Pa- 
rent, who possesses all heavenly and earthly good, 
knows what is necessary for each of his creatures, and 
is infinitely ready to communicate that which they need 
most. 

Will he give him a stone?) Will he not readily 
give him bread if he have it? This was a proverb in 
other countries ; a benefit grudgingly given by an ava- 
ricious man is called by Seneca, panem lapidosum, 
stony bread. Hence that saying in Plautus: Altera 
manu, fert lapidem, panem ostentat altera.—In one 
hand he brings a stone, and stretches out bread in the 
other. 

Verse 11. If ye, then, being evil] Tlovnpou ovrec, 
who are radically and diabolically depraved, yet feel 
yourselves led, by natural affection, to give those things 
to your children which are necessary to support their 
lives, how much more will your Father who is in hea- 
ven, whose nature is infinite goodness, mercy, and 
grace, give good things—his grace and Spirit (tvevya 
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Christ exhorts the people to 


A. M. 4031. : ' ; ’ 
A: oe 12 Therefore all things, ‘what 


An. Olymp. soever ye would that men should 
pee Ode to you, do ye even so to them; 
for * this is the law and the prophets. 

13 9 1Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 


wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 


ST. MATTHEW. 


7 


enter in at the strait gate. 


leadeth to destruction, and many A Magee 
i in thereat. An. Olym 
there be which go in therea ae 


14 ™Because strait 2s the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it. 

15 9 =Beware of false prophets, ° which 


iTob. iv. 15; Luke vi. 31.— Lev. xix. 18; chap. xxii. 40; 
Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10; Gal. v. 14; 1 Tim. i. 5——! Luke xin. 24. 
m Or, How. 


» Deut. xiii. 3; Jer. xxiii. 16; chap. xxiv. 4, 5, 11, 24; Mark 
xiii. 22; Rom. xvi. 17, 18; Eph. v. 6; Col. ii. 8; 2 Pet. 1.1, 2, 
3; 1 John iv. 1. o Mic. iii. 5; 2 Tim. iu. 5. 


aytov, the Holy Ghost, Luke xi. 13,) to them who ask 
him? What a picture is here given of the goodness 
of God! Reader, ask thy soul, could this heavenly 
Father reprobate to unconditivnal eternal damnation 
any creature he has made? He who can believe that 
he has, may believe any thing: but still Gop Is Love. 

Verse 12. Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 
that men] This is a most sublime precept, and highly 
worthy of the grandeur and beneficence of the just 
God who gave it. The general meaning of it is this: 
“ Guided by justice and mercy, do unto all men as you 
would have them to do to you, were your circumstan- 
ces and theirs reversed.” Yet this saying may be 
misunderstood. ‘Ifthe prisoner should ask the judge, 
‘whether he would be content to be hanged, were he 
in his case,’ he would answer, ‘ No.’ Then, says the 
prisoner, do as you would be done to.—Neither of 
them must do as private men; but the judge must do 
by him as they have publicly agreed: that is, both 
judge and prisoner have consented to a law, that if 
either of them steal he shall be hanged.”—WSelden. 
None but he whose heart is filled with love to God and 
all mankind can keep this precept, either in its sportt 
or letter. Self-love will feel itself sadly cramped 
when brought within the limits of this precept; but 
God hath spoken it: it is the spirit and design of the 
law and the prophets ; the sum of all that is laid down 
in the Sacred Writings, relative to men’s conduct to- 
ward each other. It seems as if God had written it 
upon the hearts of all men, for sayings of this kind 
may be found among all nations, Jewish, Christian, 
and Heathen. See many examples in Wetstein’s 
notes. 

Verse 13. Enter ye in at the strait gate] Our Sa- 
viour seems to allude here to the distinction between 
the public and private ways mentioned by the Jewish 
lawyers. The public roads were allowed to be sixteen 
cubits broad, the private ways only four. The words 
in the original are very emphatic: Enter in (to the 
kingdom of heaven) through Tuis strait gate, dva ty¢ 
otevnc TvAne, 1. e. of doing to every one as you would 
he should do unto you; for this alone seems to be the 
strait gate which our Lord alludes to. 

For wide is the gate] And very broad, evprvywpoc, 
from evpyc, broad, and ywpoc, a place, a spacious roomy 
place, that leadeth forward, atayovsa, into THAT de- 
struction, ev¢ tiv arwdecav, meaning eternal misery ; 
intimating, that it is much more congenial, to the re- 
vengeful, covetous heart of fallen man, to take every 
advantage of another, and to enrich himself at his ex- 
pense, rather than to walk according to the rule laid 


trary to it is the way to everlasting misery. With 
those who say it means repentance, and forsaking sin, 
I can have no controversy. 
and a strait one too, through which every sinner must 
turn to God, in order to find salvation. But the doing 
to every one as we would they should do unto us, is a 
gate extremely strait, and very difficult, to every un- 
regenerate mind. 

Verse 14. Because strait is the gate] Instead of 
ott because, I should prefer ts how, which reading is 
supported by a great majority of the best MSS., ver- 
sions, and fathers. ow strait is that gate! This 
mode of expression more forcibly points out the diffi- 
culty of the way to the kingdom. How strange is it 
that men should be unwilling to give up their worldly 
interests to secure their everlasting salvation! And 
yet no interest need be abandoned, but that which is 
produced by injustice and wnkindness. Reason, as 
well as God, says, such people should be excluded 
from a place of blessedness. He who shows no mercy 
(and much more he who shows no justice) shall have 
judgment without mercy. James ii. 13. 

Few there be that find it.) 'The strait gate, orevy 
mvAn, signifies literally what we call a wicket, i. e. a 
little deor in a large gate. Gate, among the Jews, 
signifies, metaphorically, the entrance, introduction, or 
means of acquiring any thing. So they talk of the 
gate of repentance, the gate of prayers, and the gate 
of tears. When God, say they, shut the gate of para- 
dise against Adam, He opened to him the gate of 
repentance. The way to the kingdom of God is made 
sufficiently manifest—the completest assistance is 
promised in the way, and the greatest encouragement 
to persevere to the end is held out in the everlasting 
Gospel. But men are so wedded to their own passions, 
and so determined to follow the imaginations of their 
own hearts, that still it may be said: There are few 
who find the way to heaven; fewer yet who abide 
any time in it; fewer still who walk init; and fewest 
of all who persevere unto the end. Nothing renders 
this way either narrow or difficult to any person, but 
sin. Let all the world leave their sins, and all the 
world may walk abreast in this good way. 

Verse 15. Beware of faise prophets] By false 
prophets we are to understand teachers of erroneous 
doctrines, who come professing a commission from 
God, but whose aim is not to bring the heavenly 
treasure to the people, but rather to rob them of their 
earthly good. Teachers who preach for hire, having 
no motive-to enter into the ministry but to get a living, 
as it is ominously called by some, however they may 


down before, by our blessed Lord, and that acting con- | bear the garb and appearance of the innocent useful 
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That is certainly a gate, — 


Who shall enter into 


A.M, ‘031. come to you in sheep's clothing, 


a ig but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 

16 4Ye shall know them by their fruits. 
*Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles ? 

17 Even so § every good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit; but a corrupt tree briiigeth forth 
aor fruit. 

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

19 ‘Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 


P Acts xx. 29, 30.—4Ver. 20; chap. xii. 33. r Luke vi. 
43, 44. s Jer. xi. 19; chap. xu. 33. tChap. iu. 10; Luke 
iii. 9; John xv. 2, 6. a Hos. viii. 2; chap. xxv. 11, 12; Luke 


sheep, the true pastors commissioned by the Lord 
Jesus, or to whatever name, class, or party they may 
belong, are, in the sight of the heart-searching God, 
no other than ravenous wolves, whose design is to feed 
themselves with the fat, and clothe themselves with 
the fleece, and thus rwin, instead of save, the flock. 

Verse 16. Ye shall know them by their fruits.] 
Fruits, in the Scripture and Jewish phraseology, are 
taken for works of any kind. ‘A man’s works,” says 
one, “are the tongue of his heart, and tell honestly 
whether he is inwardly corrupt or pure.” By these 
works you may distinguish (extyveceode) these raven- 
ous wolves from true pastors. The judgment formed 
of a man by his general conduct is a safe one: if the 
judgment be not favourable to the person, that is his 
fault, as you have your opinion of him from his works, 
i. e. the confession of his own heart. 

Verse 17. So every good tree] As the thorn can 
only produce thorns, not grapes; and the thistle, not 
figs, but prickles ; so an unregenerate heart will pro- 
duce fruits of degeneracy. As we perfectly know that 
a good tree will not produce dad fruit, and the bad 
tree will not, cannot produce good fruit, so we know 
that the profession of godliness, while the life is un- 
godly, is imposture, hypocrisy, and deceit. A man 
cannot be a saint and a sinner atthe same time. Let 
us remember, that as the good tree means a good heart, 
and the good fruit, a holy life, and that every heart is 
naturally vicious ; so there is none but God who can 
pluck up the vicious tree, create a good heart, plant, 
cultivate, water, and make it continually fruitful in 
righteousness and true holiness. 

Verse 18. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit] 
Love to God and man is the root of the good tree; 
and from this principle all its fruit is found. To teach, 
as some have done, that a state of salvation may be 
consistent with the greatest crimes, (such as murder 
and adultery in David,) or that the righteous necessa- 
rily sin in all their best works, is really to make the 
good tree bring forth bad fruit, and tg give the lie to 
the Author of eternal truth. 

Verse 19. Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit) What a terrible sentence is this against Christ- 
less pastors, and Christless hearers! Every tree that 
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21 % Not every one that saith 
unto me, “Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that docth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we ¥ not prophesied in thy name ? 
and in thy name have cast out devils? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works? 

23 And “then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: *depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. 
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produceth not good fruit, exxorrerat, is to be now cut 
down ; the act of excision is now taking place : the 
curse of the Lord is even now on the head and the 
heart of every false teacher, and unpenitent hearer. 

Verse 20. Wherefore by their fruits, &c.] This 
truth is often repeated, because our eternal interests 
depend so much upon it. Not to have good fruit is 
to have evil: there can be no innocent sterility in the 
invisible tree of the heart. He that brings forth no 
fruit, and he that brings forth bad shee are both only 
fit for the fire. 

Verse 21. Not every one| Ov rac, a Hebraism, say 
some, for no person. It isa Grecism and a Latinism 
too: ov ravtov Geov, not ALL of the gods, i. e. not 
any of the gods, Hom. Odyss. Z. 240. So Trrence: 
Sine omni periclo, without ati danger, 7. e. without 
Any danger. And Juvenau: Sine omni labe, without 
ALL imperfection, 2. e. without any. See more in Mr. 
Wakefield. The sense of this verse seems to be this; 
No person, by merely acknowledging my authority, 
believing in the Divinity of my nature, professing 
faith in the perfection of my righteousness, and in- 
finite merit of my atonement, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven—shall have any part with God in 
glory ; but he who doeth the will of my Father—he 
who gets the bad tree rooted up, the good tree planted, 
and continues to bring forth fruit to the glory and 
praise of God. There is a good saying among the 
rabbins on this subject. ‘A man should be as wig- 
orous as a panther, as swift as an eagle, as fleet as a 
stag, and as strong as a lion, to do the will of his 
Creator.” 

Verse 22. Many will say to me in that day] Execvy 
Ty nuepa, in that very day, viz. the day of judgment— 
have we not prophesied, taught, publicly preached, in 
thy name; acknowledging thee to be the only Saviour, 
and proclaiming thee as such to others ; cast out de- 
mons, impure spirits, who had taken possession of the 
bodies of men; done many miracles, being assisted by 
supematural agency to invert even the course of 
nature, and thus prove the truth of the doctrine we 
preached ? 

Verse 23. Will I profess] Ouodoynow, I wit fully 
and plainly tell them, I never knew you—-i never ap- 
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proved of you; for so the word is used in many places, 
both in the O]d and New Testaments. You held the 
truth in unrighteousness, while you preached my pure 
and holy doctrine ; and for the sake of my own truth, 
and through my love to the souls of men, I blessed 
your preaching ; but yourselves I could never esteem, 
because you were destitute of the spirit of my Gospel, 
unholy in your hearts, and unrighteous in your con- 
duct. Alas! alas! how many preachers are there 
who appear prophets in their pulpits ; how many wr?- 
ters, and other evangelical workmen, the miracles of 
whose labour, learning, and doctrine, we admire, who 
are nothing, and worse than nothing, before God, be- 
cause they perform not his will, but their own 2 What 
an awful consideration, that a man of eminent gifts, 
whose talents are a source of public utility, should be 
only as a way-mark or finger-post in the way to eter- 
nal bliss, pointing out the road to others, without 
walking in it himself! 

Depart from me| What a terrible word! What a 
dreadful separation! Depart from ME! from the very 
Jesus whom you have proclaimed, in union with whom 
alone eternal life is to be found. For, united to Christ, 
all is heaven ; separated from him, all is hell. 

Verse 24. Therefore whosoever heareth these say- 
ings of mine] That is, the excellent doctrines laid 
down before in this and the two preceding chapters. 
There are several parables or similitudes like to this 
in the rabbins. I shall quote but the two following :— 

Rabbi Hleasar said, “The man whose knowledge 
exceeds his works, to whom is he like? He is like 
a tree which had many branches, and only a few 
roots; and, when the stormy winds came, it was 
plucked up and eradicated. But he whose good 
works are greater than his knowledge, to what is he 
like? He is like a tree which had few branches, and 
many roots; so that all the winds of heaven could 
not move it from its place.” Pirke Aboth. 

Elisha, the son of Abwa, said, “The man who 
studies much in the law, and maintains good works, 
is like to a man who built a house, laying stones at 
the foundation, and building drick upon them ; and, 
though many waters come against it, they cannot 
move it from its place. But the man who studies 
much in the law, and does not maintain good words, 
is like to a man who, in building his house, put brick 
at the foundation, and laid stones upon them, so that 
even gentle waters shall overthrow that house.” Adoth 
Rab. Nath. 

Probably our Lord had this or some parable in his 
eye: but how amazingly improved in passing through 
iis_hands! In our Lord’s parable there is dignity, 
majesty, and point, which we seek for in vain in the 
Jewish archetype. 
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these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, 
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand : 
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Iwill liken him unto a wise man] To a prudent 
man—avdpr dpovyuw, to a prudent man, a man of sense 
and understanding, who, foreseeing the evil hideth 
himself, who proposes to himself the best end, and 
makes use of the proper means to accomplish it. 
True wisdom consists in getting the building of our 
salvation completed: to this end we must build on 
the Rock, Curist Jesus, and make the building firm, 
by keeping close to the maxims of his Gospel, and 
having our tempers and lives conformed to its word 
and spirit ; and when, in order to this, we lean on 
nothing but the grace of Christ, we then build upon 
a solid rock. 

Verse 25. And the rain descended—floods came— 
winds blew] In Judea, and in all countries in the 
neighbourhood of the tropics, the rain sometimes falls 
in great torrents, producing rivers, which sweep away 
the soil from the rocky hills; and the houses, which 
are built of brick only dried in the sun, of which 
there are whole villages in the east, literally melt 
away before those rains, and the land-floods occasioned 
by them. There are three general kinds of trials to 
which the followers of God are exposed ; and to which, 
some think, our Lord alludes here: Furst, those of 
temporal afflictions, coming in the course of Divine 
Providence: these may be likened to the torrents of 
rain. Secondly, those which come from the passions 
of men, and which may be likened to the impetuous 
rivers. Thirdly, those which come from Satan and 
his angels, and which, like tempestuous whirlwinds, 
threaten to carry every thing before them. He alone, 
whose soul is built on the Rock of ages, stands all 
these shocks; and not only stands in, but profits by 
them. 

Verse 26. And every one that heareth—and doeth 
them not] Was there ever a stricter system of morality 
delivered by God to man, than in this sermon? He 
who reads or hears it, and does not look to God to 
conform his soul and life to it, and notwithstanding is 
hoping to enter into the kingdom of heaven, is like the 
fool who built his house on the sand. When the rain, 
the rivers, and the winds come, his building must fall, 
and his soul be crushed into the nethermost pit by its 
ruins. Talking about Christ, his righteousness, merits, 
and atonement, while the person is not conformed to his 
word and spirit, is no other than solemn self-deception. 

Let it be observed, that it is not the man who hears 
or delreves these sayings of Christ, whose building 
shall stand, when the earth and its works are burnt 
up; but the man who Dogs them. 

Many suppose that the law of Moses is abolished, 
merely because it is too strict, and impossible to be 
observed ; and that the Gospel was brought in to libe- 
rate us from its ia but let all such know, 
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that in the whole of the old covenant nothing can be 
found so exceedingly strict and holy as this sermon, 
which Christ lays down as the rule by which we are to 
walk. “Then, the fulfilling of these precepts is the 
purchase of glory.” No, it is the way only to that 
glory which has already been purchased by the blood 
of the Lamb. To him that believes, all things are 
possible. 

Verse 27. And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, §c.| A fine illustration of this may be seen in 
the case of the fishermen in Bengal, who, in the dry 
season, build their huts on the beds of sand from which 
the rivers had retired: but when the rain sets in sud- 
denly, as it often does, accompanied with violent north- 
west winds, and the waters pour down in torrents from 
the mountains; in one night, multitudes of these build- 
ings are swept away, and the place where they stood 
is on the next morning indiscoverable. 

Verse 28. The people were astonished] Ov oyAor, 
the multitudes ; for vast crowds attended the ministry 
of this most popular and faithful of all preachers. 
They were astonished at his doctrine. They heard the 
law defined in such a manner as they had never thought 
of before; and this sacred system of morality urged 
home on their consciences with such clearness and 
authority as they had never felt under the teaching of 
their scribes and Pharisees. Here is the grand dif- 
ference between the teaching of scribes and Pharisees, 
the self-created or men-made ministers, and those 
whom Gop sends. ‘The first may preach what is 
called very good and very sound doctrine ; but it comes 
with no authority from God to the souls of the people : 
therefore, the unholy is unholy still ; because preaching 
can only be effectual to the conversion of men, when 
the unction of the Holy Spirit is in it; and as these are 
not sent by the Lord, therefore they shall not profit 
the people at all. Jer. xxill. 32. 
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authority, and not as the scribes. 
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From one of the royal household of George III., I 
have received the following anecdote :—The late 
Bishop F. of Salisbury having procured a young man 
of promising abilities to preach before the king, and 
the young man having, to his lordship’s apprehension, 
acquitted himself well, the Bishop, in conversation 
with the king afterwards, wishing to get the king’s 
opinion, took the liberty to say, “‘ Does not your majesty 
think that the young man who had the honour to preach 
before your majesty, is likely to make a good clergy- 
man, and has this morning delivered a very good ser- 
mon?” To which the king, in his dluné manner, hastily 
replied, “ It might have been a good sermon, my lord, 
for aught I know ; but I consider no sermon good that 
has nothing of Christ in it!” 

Verse 29. Having authority] They felt a com. 
manding power and authority in his word, 7. e. his 
doctrine. His statements were perspicuous; his ex- 
hortations persuasive; his doctrine sound and rational; 
and his arguments irresistible. These they never felt 
in the trifling teachings of their most celebrated doc- 
tors, who consumed their own time, and that of their 
disciples and hearers, with frivolous cases of conscience, 
ridiculous distinctions, and puerile splittings of contro- 
versial hairs—questions not calculated to minister 
grace to the hearers. 

Several excellent MSS. and almost all the ancient 
versions read, cat oc Papicatot, and the Pharisees. He 
taught them as one having authority, like the most 
eminent and distinguished teacher, and not as the 
scribes and Pharisees, who had no part of that unc- 
tion which he in its plenitude possessed. Thus ends 
a sermon the most strict, pure, holy, profound, and 
sublime, ever delivered to man; and yet so amazingly 
simple is the whole that almost a child may apprehend 
it! Lord! write all these thy sayings upon our hearts, 
we beseech thee! Amen. 
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Great multitudes follow Christ, 1. 


Two persons offer to be his disciples, 19-22. 
miraculously stills, 23-27. 
swine, which, rushing into the sea, perish, 28-32. 


He heals a leper, 2-4. 
Peter’s wife's mother, 14, 15; and several other diseased persons, 16, 17. 
He and his disciples are overtaken with a tempest, which he 
He cures demoniacs, and the demons which were cast out enter into a herd of 


Heals the centurion’s servant, 5-13. Heals 
Departs from that place, 18. 


The swine-herds announce the miracle to the Gerge- 


senes, who request Christ to depart from their country, 33, 34. 


1 


99 


—$__ 


leper applies to Christ, 


ADE A031, W HEN he was come down from 
An. Olymp the ® mountain, great multi- 
CCL 3 


tudes followed him. 
> And, behold, there came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, 
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NOTES ON CHAP. VIII. 

Verse 1. From the mountain] That mountain on 
which he had delivered the preceding inimitable 
sermon. 

Great multitudes followed him.] Having been deeply 
impressed with the glorious doctrines which they had 
just heard. 

Verse 2. And, behold, there came a leper| The 
leprosy Aezpa, from Aerie, a scale, was an inveterate 
cutaneous disease, appearing in dry, thin, white scurfy 
scales or scabs, either on the whole body, or on some 
part of it, usually attended with violent itching, and 
often with great pain. The eastern leprosy was a 
distemper of the most loathsome kind, highly conta- 
gious, so as to infect garments, (Lev. xiii. 47, &c.,) and 
houses, (Lev. xiv. 34, &c.,) and was deemed incurable 
by any human means. Among the Jews, Gop alone 
was applied to for its removal; and the cure was ever 
attributed to his sovereign power. 

The various symptoms of this dreadful disorder, 
which was a striking emblem of si, may be seen in 
Lev. xiii., xiv., where also may be read the legal ordi- 
nances concerning it; which, as on the one hand, they 
set forth how odious sin is to God, so, on the other, 
they represent the cleansing of our pollutions by the 
sacrifice and resurrection of Christ, by the sprinkling 
and application of his blood, and by the sanctifying and 
healing influences of the Holy Spirit. 

The Greek name Aezpa, seems to have been given 
to this distemper, on account of the thin, white scaALES 
(Aeridec) with which the bodies of the leprous were 
sometimes so covered as to give them the appearance 
of snow, Exod. iv. 6; Num. xii. 10; 2 Kings v. 27. 

Herodotus, lib. 1, mentions this disorder as existing, 
in his time, among the Persians. He calls it Aevany, 
the white scab; and says, that those who were affected 
with it were prohibited from mingling with the other 
citizens ; and so dreadful was this malady esteemed 
among them that they considered it a punishment on 
the person, from their great god, the sun, for some 
evil committed against him. Dr. Mead mentions a 
remarkable case of this kind which came under his 
own observation. ‘ A countryman whose whole body 
was so miserably seized with it that his skin was shin- 
ang as covered with flakes of snow, and as the fur- 
furaceous or bran-like scales were daily rubbed off, 
the flesh appeared quick or raw underneath.” See 
the doctor’s Medica Sacra, chap. ii. It was probably 
on account of its tendency to produce this disorder, in 
that warm climate, that God forbade the use of swine’s 
flesh to the Jews. Feeding on this crude aliment, in 
union with the intemperate use of ardent spirits, is, in 
all likelihood, the grand cause of the scurvy, which 
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is so common in the British nations, and which woald 
probably assume the form and virulence of a leprosy, 
were our climate as hot as that of Judea, See the 
notes on Exod. iv. 6, and on Levit. xiii. and xiv. 

Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.| As 
this leper may be considered as a fit emblem of the 
corruption of man by sin; so may his cure, of the re- 
demption of the soul by Christ A sinner, truly peni- 
tent, seeks God with a respectful faith; approaches 
him in the spirit of adoration; humbles himself under 
his mighty hand, acknowledging the greatness of his 
fall, and the vileness of his sin; his prayer, like that 
of the leper, should be humble, plain, and full of con- 
fidence in that God who can do all things, and of de- 
pendence upon his w7// or mercy, from which all good 
must be derived. It is peculiar to God that he need 
only will what he intends to perform. His power is 
his will. The ability of God to do what is necessary 
to be done, and his willingness to make his creatures 
happy, should be deeply considered by all those who 
approach him in prayer. ‘The leper had no doubt of 
the former, but he was far from being equally satisfied 
in respect of the latter. 

Verse 3. Jesus put forth his hand—I will ; be thou 
clean.| ‘The most sovereign authority is assumed in 
this speech of our blessed Lord—I wit : there is here 
no supplication of any power superior to his own ; and 
the event proved to the fullest conviction, and by the 
clearest demonstration, that his authority was absolute, 
and his power unlimited. Be thou cleansed, xaba- 
plo@yre ; a single word is enough. 

And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.| What 
an astonishing sight! A man whose whole body was 
covered over with the most loathsome disease, cleansed 
from it in a moment of time! Was it possible for any 
soul to resist the evidence of this fact? This action 
of Christ is a representation of that invisible hand 
which makes itself felt by the most insensible heart ; 
of that internal word which makes itself heard by the 
most deaf; and of that supreme will which works 
every thing according to its own counsel. 

Verse 4. Jesus saith—Sce thou tell no man] Had 
our Lord, at this early period, fully manifested himself 
as the Messiah, the people in all likelihood would have 
proclaimed him King; this, however, refused by him, 
must have excited the hatred of the Jewish rulers, and 
the jealousy of the Roman government ; and, speaking 
after the manner of men, his farther preachineg and 
miracles must have been impeded. This alone seems 
to be the reason why he said to the leper, See thou tell 
no man. 

Show thyself to the priest] This was to conform 
to the law instituted in this case, Lev. xiv. 1, &c. 
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6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home 
sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 

7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come 
and heal him. 


8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, 
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Offer the gift) This gift was two living, clean 
birds, some cedar wood, with scarlet and hyssop, Lev. 
xiv. 4, which were to be brought for his cleansing ; 
and, when clean, two he lambs, one ewe lamb, three 
tenth deals of flour, and one log of oil, ver. 10; but 
if the person was poor, then he was to bring one lamd, 
one tenth deal of flour, one log of oil, and two turtle 
doves, or young pigeons, ver. 21, 22. See the notes 
on Ley. xiv. 

Now all this was to be done for a testimony to them; 
to prove that this leper, who was doubtless well known 
in the land, had been thoroughly cleansed ; and thus, in 
this private way, to give full proof to the priesthood 
that Jesus was the true Messiah. The Jewish rabbins 
allowed. that curing the lepers should be a character- 
istic of the Messiah; (see Bishop Chandler’s Vindica- 
tion ;) therefore the obstinacy of the priests, &c., in 
rejecting Christ, was utterly inexcusable. 

Verse 5. Capernaum] See chap. iv. 13. 

A centurion] Exatovrapyoc. A Roman military 
officer who had the command of one hundred men. 

Verse 6. Lord} Rather, Sir, for so the word xvpre 
should always be translated when a Roman is the 
speaker. 

Lieth at home] BeBAnrat, lieth all along ; intimating 
that the disease had reduced him to a state of the ut- 
most impotence, through the grievous torments with 
which it was accompanied. 

Sick of the palsy] Or paralytic. See chap. iv. 24. 
This centurion did not act as many masters do when 
their servants are afflicted, have them immediately re- 
moved to an infirmary, often to a work-house ; or sent 
home to friends or relatives, who probably either care 
nothing for them, or are unable to afford them any of 
the comforts of life. Incase of a contagious disorder, 
it may be necessary to remove an infected person to 
such places as are best calculated to cure the distem- 
per, and prevent the spread of the contagion. But, in 
all common cases, the servant should be considered as 
a child, and receive the same friendly attention. If, 
by a hasty, unkind, and unnecessary removal, the ser- 
vant die, are not the master and mistress murderers 
before God? 

Verse 7. I will come and heal him.) Eyw eAbov 
Beparevow avtov, I am coming, and will heal him. This 
saying is worthy of observation. Jesus did not posi- 
tively say, J will come and heal him; this could not 
have been strictly true, because our Lord healed him 
without going to the house; and the issue shows that 
-he words ought to be taken in the most literal sense : 
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9 For I am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me : and I say to this man, Go, 
and he goeth ; and to another, Come, and he 
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doeth it. 


& Psa, evii. 20. 


thus understood, they contained a promise which it 
seems none of them distinctly comprehended. Fore- 
seeing the exercise of the centurion’s faith, he promises 
that while he is coming, ere he arrives at the house, 
he will heal him, and this was literally done, verse 13. 
There is much beauty in this passage. 

Verse 8. But speak the word only| Or instead of 
ee Aoyov, read exe Aoyw, speak by word or command. 
This reading is supported by the most extensive evi- 
dence from MSS., versions, and fathers. See here 
the pattern of that living faith and genuine humility 
which ought always to accompany the prayer of a sin- 
ner: Jesus can will away the palsy, and speak away 
the most grievous torments. The first degree of hu- 
mility is to acknowledge the necessity of God’s mercy, 
and our own inability to help ourselves: the second, to 
confess the freeness of his grace, and our own utter 
unworthiness. Ignorance, unbelief, and presumption 
will ever retard our spiritual cure. 

Verse 9. For I am a man under authority] That 
is, under the authority of others. This verse has 
given considerable embarrassment to commentators and 
critics. I believe the paraphrase given above to be 
the true meaning of the evangelist. To make this 
matter more plain, let it be observed, that the Roman 
foot was divided into three grand parts, Hastati, Prin- 
cipes, and Triarii. Hach of these grand divisions 
was composed of thirty manipulc or companies; and 
every manipulus made two centuries or companies of 
one hundred men. very manipulus had two centu- 
rions ; but these were very far from being equal in rank 
and honour, though possessing the very same office. 
The Triarti and Principes were esteemed the most 
honourable, and had their centwrions elected first ; and 
these first elected centurions took precedency of the 
centurions of the Hastati, who were elected last. The 
centurion in the text was probably one of this last or- 
der; he was under the authority of either the Prin- 
cipes or Triarti, and had none wnder him but the hun- 
dred men whom he commanded, and who appear to 
have been in a state of the most loying subjection to 
him. The argument of the centurion seems to run 
thus. If I, who am a person subject to the control of 
others, yet have some so completely subject to myself, 
that I can say to one, Come, and he cometh, to ano- 
ther, Go, and he goeth, and to my slave (tw dovaw ov) 
Do this, and he doeth it; how much more then canst 
thou accomplish whatscever thou willest, being under 
no control, and having all things under thy command, 
He makes a proper use of his authority, who, by it, 
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Christ commends the 


ene 10 When Jesus heard it he mar- 


An. Olymp. yelled, and said to them that fol- 
_<&"* lowed, Verily I say unto you, I have 
not found so ‘great faith, no, not in Israel. 
11 And I say unto you, that hmany shall 
come from the east and west, and shall sit 
hGen. xii. 3; Isa. ii. 2,3; xi. 10; Mal. i.11; Luke xiii. 29; 


Acts x. 45; xi. 18; xiv. 27; Rom. xv. 9, &c.; Eph. ii. 6. 
iChap. xxi. 43. 


raises his mind to the contemplation of the sovereign 
power of God, taking occasion from it to humble him- 
self before Him who has all power in heaven and earth, 
and to expect all good from him. 

There are two beautiful passages in Arrian that 
tend much to illustrate this speech of the centurion. 
Kararayee Ayapeuvwv, Ayer fot, Topevov mpog Tov 
AyiAnea, kat arooracoy THv Bptonida, wopevouat. Epyou, 
epyoua. ‘ He who personates Agamemnon says to 
me, Go to Achilles, and bring hither Briseis: I go. 
He says, Come hither: I come.” Dissert. 1. i. c. 
25. p. 97: 

Orav o Oeoc erry Tore puTote avOery, avbet. Orav evry 
Bracavew, BAacaver. Orav exdepely Tov KapTov, exdepel. 
Oray wenawew, wevawet. Oray madw aroBpahdAew, kat 
@vAAOppoE, KaL aUTA EL¢ aVTAa oVVELAOVYMEVA EG NOvYLAC 
pevev, kat avarravecbat, pever Kar avaravera, ‘ When 
God commands the plants to blossom, they bear blos- 
soms. When he commands them to bear seed, they 
bear seed. When he commands them to bring forth 
fruit, they put forth their fruits. When he commands 
them to ripen, they grow ripe. When he commands 
them to fade, and shed their leaves, and remain inac- 
tive, involved in themselves, they thus remain, and are 
inactive.” Cap. 14. p. 62. See Raphelius. 

This mode of speech fully marks supreme and un- 
controlled power, and that power put forth by a sove- 
reign will to effect any purpose of justice or mercy. 
And God said, let there be ght, and there was light, 
is a similar expression. 

Verse 10. I have not found so great faith, no, not 
in Israel.| That is, I have not found so great an in- 
stance of confidence and faith in my power, even 
among the Jews, as this Roman, a Gentile, has shown 
himself to possess. 

From Luke vii. 5, where it is said of this centurion, 
“he loved our nation, and has built us a synagogue,” 
we may infer that this man was like the centurion 
mentioned Acts x. 1; a devout Gentile, a proselyte 
of the gate, one who believed in the God of Israel, 
without conforming to the Jewish ritual, or receiving 
circumcision. ‘Though the military life is one of the 
most improper nurses for the Christian religion, yet in 
all nations there have been found several instances of 
genuine humility, and faith in God, even in soldiers; 
and perhaps never more, in the British military, than 
at present, A. D. 1831. 

Verse 11. Many shall come from the east and west] 
Men of every description, of all countries, and of all 
professions ; and shall sit down, that is, to meat, for 
this is the proper meaning of avaxAcOncovra:, intimat- 
ing the recumbent posture used by the easterns at 
their meals. The rabbins represent the blessedness 
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faith of the centurion. 


down with Abraham, and _ Isaac, gion im 


and Jacob, in the kingdom of do Oe 
heaven. arenes 

12 But ithe children of the kingdom * shall 
be cast ' out into outer darkness: there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


k Chap. xiii. 42, 50; xxii. 13; xxiv. 51; xxv. 30; Luke 
xiii. 28; 2 Pet. ii. 17; Jude 13——!Psa. xlix. 19; Rev 
xvi. 9, 11. 


of the kingdom of God under the notion of a banquet. 
See several proofs of this in Schoettgenius. This was 
spoken to soften the unreasonable prejudices of the 
Jews, which they entertained against the Gentiles, and 
to prepare them to receive their brethren of mankind 
into religious fellowship with themselves, under the 
Christian dispensation. 

With Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob| In the 
closest communion with the most eminent followers 
of God. But if we desire to inherit the promises, we 
must be followers of them who through faith and pa- 
tience enjoy them. Let us therefore imitate Abraham 
in his faith, Isaac in his obedience unto death, and 
Jacob in his hope and expectation of good things to 
come, amidst all the evils of this life, if we desire to 
reign with them. 

Verse 12. Shall be cast out into outer darkness] 
As the enjoyment of that salvation which Jesus Christ 
calls the kingdom of heaven is here represented under 
the notion of a nuptial festival, at which the guests 
sat down in a reclining posture, with the master of the 
feast; so the state of those who were excluded from 
the banquet is represented as deep darkness ; because 
the nuptial solemnities took place at might. Hence, 
at those suppers, the house of reception was filled 
with lights called dadec, Aauradec, Avevera, davot, 
torches, lamps, candles, and lanthorns, by Atheneus 
and Plutarch: so they who were admitted to the 
banquet had the benefit of the ght; but they who 
were shut out were in darkness, called here outer 
darkness, i. e. the darkness on the outside of the 
house in which the guests were; which must appear 
more abundantly gloomy, when compared with the 
profusion of light within the guest-chamber. And 
because they who were shut out were not only ex- 
posed to shame, but also to hunger and cold; there- 
fore it is added, there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. As these feasts are often alluded to by the 
evangelists, I would observe, once for all :—that they 
who were invited to them entered by a gate designed 
to receive them; whence Christ, by whom we ente1 
into the marriage feast, compares himself to a gate, 
John x. 1, 2, 7,9. This gate, at the time the guests 
were to come, was made narrow, the wicket only be- 
ing left open, and the porter standing there, that they 
who were not bidden to the marriage might not rush 
into it. Hence Christ exhorts the Jews to enter in 
at the strait gate, chap. vii. 13, &c. When all that 
were invited were once come, the door was presently 
shut, and was not to be opened to any who came too 
late, and stood knocking without: so after the wise 
virgins had entered with the bridegroom, the gate was 
shut, and was not opened to the foolish virgins, who 
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The servant of the 


A M4031. 13 And Jesus said unto the 


An, Olymp. centurion, Go thy way; ™and 
Che3: 4 : 
as thou hast believed, so be it 


m Mark v. 34; 


stood knocking without, chap. xxv. 11. And in this 
sense we are to understand the words of Christ, Luke 
Xill. 24,25. Many shall seek to enter in, but shall 
not be able. Why? because the master of the house 
hath risen up and shut to the door; they would not 
come to him when they might, and now the day of 
probation is ended, and they must be judged according 
to the deeds done in the body. See Whitby on the 
place. How many of those who are called Christians 
suffer the kingdom, the graces, and the salvation which 
they had in their hands, to be lost; while West-India 
negroes, American Indians, Hindoo polytheists, and 
atheistic Hottentots obtain salvation! An eternity 
of darkness, fears, and pains, for comparatively a 
moment of sensual gratification, how terrible the 
thought! What outer darkness, or to ckoto¢ to e&u- 
tepov, that darkness, that which is outermost, may 
refer to, in eternal damnation, is hard to say: what 
it alludes to I have already mentioned: but as the 
words Bpvypoc Twv odovrwr, gnashing or CHATTERING 
of teeth, convey the idea, not only of extreme an- 
guish, but of extreme cold; some have imagined that 
the punishment of the damned consists in sudden 
transitions from extreme heat to extreme cold; the 
extremes of both I have found to produce exactly 
the same sensation. 

Mitton happily describes this in the following inimi- 
table verses, which a man can scarcely read, even at 
midsummer, without shivering. 


Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail ———— 
the parching air 
Burns frore, and cold performs the effect of fire. 
Thither by harpy-footed furies haled, 
At certain revolutions all the damn’d 
Are brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce, 
From beds of raging fire, to starve in ice, 
and there to pine 

Immovable, infix’d, and frozen round 
Periods of time; thence hurried back to fire. 

Parad. Lost, book ii. line 586. 


There is a passage in the Vulgate, Job xxiv. 19, 
that might have helped Milton to this idea. Ad nimi- 
um calorem transeat ab aquis nivium. “ Let him pass 
to excessive heat, from waters of snow.” This read- 
ing, which is found only in this form in the Vulgate, 
is vastly expressive. Every body knows that snow- 
water feels colder than snow itself, even when both 
are of the same temperature, viz. 32°, because the 
human body, when in contact with snow water, cools 
quicker than when in contact with snow. Another of 
our poets has given us a most terrible description of 
perdition on the same ground. 

The once pamper’d spirit 


To bathe in fiery floods, or to reside 
1 


CHAP. VIII. 


centurion is healed, 
done unto thee. And his ser- 4, M4031. 


vant was healed in the selfsame An. Olymp. 
Fe CCL 3. 


Luke vii. 10, 50, 


In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice ; 

To be imprison’d in the viewless winds, 

And blown with restless violence round about 
This pendant world ; or to be worse than worst 
Of those that lawless and incertain thoughts 
Imagine 


Similar to this is that dreadful description ot the 
torments of the wicked given in the Institutes of Menu: 
“The wicked shall have a sensation of agony in Ta- 
musra, or utter darkness, and in other seats of horror ; 
in Astpatravana, or the sword-leaved forest, and in 
different places of binding fast, and of rending : mul- 
tifarious tortures await them: they shall be mangled 
by ravens and owls, and shall swallow cakes boiling 
hot, and shall walk over inflamed sands, and shall 
feel the pangs of being baked like the vessels of a 
potter: they shall assume the forms of beasts con- 
tinually miserable, and suffer alternate afflictions 
from extremities of cold and heat; surrounded with 
terrors of various kinds. They shall have old age 
without resource; diseases attended with anguish ; 
pangs of innumerable sorts, and, lastly, weconguer- 
able death.” 

Institutes of Menu, chap. xii. Inst. 75-80. 


In the Zend Avesta, the place of wicked spirits is 
termed, ‘ The places of darkness, the germs of the 
thickest darkness.” An uncommonly significant ex- 
pression: Darkness has its dirth there: there are its 
seeds and buds, there it vegetates everlastingly, and 
its eternal frat is—darkness ! 

See Zend Avesta, vol. i. Vendidad sadi, Fargard. 
Xvill. p. 412. 

And is this, or any thing as dad as this, HELL? 
Yes, and worse than the worst of all that has already 
been mentioned. Hear Christ himself. There their 
worm dieth not, and the fire 1s NoT QuENCHED! Great 
God! save the reader from this damnation ! 

Verse 13. As thou hast believed; so be it done] 
Let the mercy thou requestest be equal to the faith 
thou hast brought to receive it by. Accorpine to thy 
faith be it done unto thee, is a general measure of 
God’s dealings with mankind. To get an increase of 
faith is to get an increase of every grace which con- 
stitutes the mind that was in Jesus, and prepares fully 
for the enjoyment of the kingdom of God. God is 
the same in the present time which he was in ancient 
days; and miracles of healing may be wrought on our 
own bodies and souls, and on those of others, by the 
instrumentality of our faith. But, alas! where is faith 
to be found ! 

And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.) 
Ev ry wpa exewn, in that very hour. Faith is never 
exercised in the power and goodness of God till it is 
needed; and, when it is exercised, God works the 
miracle of healing. Christ never says, Believe now 
for a salvation which thou now needest, and I will 
give it to thee in some future time. That salvation 
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dahl eS. 14 4 » And when Jesus was come 
An. Olymp. into Peter’s house, he saw ° his 

Ee wife’s mother laid, and sick of 
a fever. 


15 And he touched her hand, and the fever 
left her: and she arose and ministered unto 
them. 

16 9% » When the even was come, they 
brought unto him many that were possessed 
with devils: and he cast out the spirits with 
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and other miracles wrought 


_M. 4031. 

his word, and healed all that were Salattee, 
2B. tis An. Olymp, 

sick : GCL.3. 


17 That it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 
« Himself took our infirmities, and bare owr 
sicknesses. 

18 % Now when Jesus saw great multitudes 
about him, he gave commandment to depart 
unto the other side. 

19 And a certain scribe came, and said 


n Mark i. 29, 30, 31; Luke iv. 38, 39. ©} Corinthians 


LRO; 


which is expected through works or sufferings must 
of necessity be future, as there must be time to 
work or suffer in; but the salvation which is by faith 
must be for the present moment, for this simple rea- 
son, IT 1s BY FAITHS, that God may be manifested 
and honoured; and not by works or by sufferings, 
lest any man should doast. To say that, though it is 
of faith, yet it may, and must in many cases, be de- 
layed, (though the person is coming in the most genu- 
ine humility, deepest contrition, and with the liveliest 
faith in the blood of the J.amb,) is to say that there 
is still something necessary to be done, either on the 
part of the person, or on the part of God, in order to 
procure it; neither of which positions has any truth 
Its 

Verse 14. Peter’s house] ‘That Peter lived at Ca- 
pernaum, and that Christ lodged with him, is fully evi- 
dent from this verse compared with chap. xvii. 24. 

Peter’s—wife’s mother} Learn hence, says Theo- 
phylact, that marriage is no hinderance to virtue, since 
the chief of the apostles had his wife. Marriage is 
one of the first of Divine institutions, and is a positive 
command of God. He says, the state of celibacy is 
not coop, Gen. 11. 18. Those who pretend to say 
that the single state is more holy than the other slan- 
der their Maker, and say in effect, “ We are too holy 
to keep the commandments of God.” 

Verse 15. He touched her hand] Can any thing on 
this side the unlimited power of God effect such a 
cure with only a touch? If the Scriptures had not 
spoken of the divinity of Christ, these proofs of his 
power must have demonstrated it to the common 
sense of every man whose creed had not previously 
blinded him. 

Ministered unto them.| Avrotc, them, is the reading 
of most of the printed editions, but av7w, to him, has 
the utmost evidence in its support from MSS., ver- 
sions, and fathers. Serving Christ in his ordinances 
and in his members is the best proof we can give to 
others of our being soundly restored to spiritual 
health. 

Verse 16. When the even was come] The Jews 
kept their sabbath from evening to evening, accord- 
ing to the law, Lev. xxiii. 32, From evening to evening 
shall ye celebrate your sabbath. And the rabbins say, 
The sabbath doth not enter but when the sun is set. 
Hence it was that the sick were not brought out to 
our Lord till after sun-set, because then the sabbath 
was eided. 
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Many that were possessed with devils} Dr. Lightfoot 
gives two sound reasons why Judea, in our Lord’s 
time, abounded with demoniacs. First, Because 
they were then advanced to the very height of im- 
piety. See what Josephus, their own historian, says 
of them: There was not (said he) a nation under 
heaven more wicked than they were. See on Rom. i.1. 
Secondly, Because they were then strongly addicted 
to magic, and so, as it were, invited evil spirits to be 
familiar with them. It seems strange to find men at 
this distance of time questioning the truth of that 
which neither scribes nor Pharisees then doubted ; 
nor did they ever object against the pretensions of 
Christ and his apostles to cast them out. And, if the 
whole business of demonism had been only a vulgar 
error, (as wise men now tell us,) what a fine opportu- 
nity had the wise men then, to unmask the whole 
matter, and thus pour contempt on the pretensions of 
our blessed Lord and his followers, who held it to be 
one proof of their Divine mission, that demons were 
subject to them! 

And healed all that were sick} Not a soul did the 
Lord Jesus ever reject, who came to him soliciting 
his aid. Need any sinner despair who comes to him, 
conscious of his spiritual malady, to be healed by his 
merciful hand ? 

Verse 17. Himself took our infirmities] The quo- 
tation is taken from Isa. lili. 4, where the verb Nw2 nasa 
signifies to bear sin, so as to make atonement for it. 
And the rabbins understand this place to speak of 
the sufferings of the Messiah for the sins of Israel ; 
and say that all the diseases, all the griefs, and all 
the punishments due to Israel shall be borne by him. 
See Synopsis Sohar. Christ fulfils the prophecies in 
all respects, and is himself the completion and truth 
of them, as being the Jamb and victim of God, which 
bears and takes away the sin of the world. The text 
in Isaiah refers properly to the taking away of sin; 
and this in the evangelist, to the removal of corporeal 
afflictions : but, as the diseases of the body are the 
emblems of the sin of the soul, Matthew, referring to 
the prediction of the prophet, considered the miracu- 
lous healing of the Jody as an emblem of the soul’s 
salvation by Christ Jesus. 

Verse 18. Unto the other side.] Viz. of the lake of 
Genesareth, whence he proceeded to the country of 
the Gergesenes, ver. 28. 

Verse 19. A certain scribe] Though éc¢ ypappareve, 
ONE scribe, may be considered as a Hebraism, yet it 
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The poverty of Jesus. CHAP 
A.M 4031. unto him, Master, I will follow thee 


Ags Olay whithersoever thou goest. 

20 And Jesus saith unto him, 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests; but the son of man hath not 
where to lay his head. 

21 And another of his disciples said unto 
him, Lord, * suffer me first to go and bury 
my father. 

22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; 


8 Luke ix. 59, 60. t See 1 Kings xix. 20. 
Pee ee OS ee eee eee 
is probable that the literal construction of it was in- 
tended, to show that few of this class came to the 
Lord Jesus for instruction or salvation. 

Master| Rather, teacher, duackare, from didackw, I 
teach, which itself seems to be derived from Jdevew, J 
show, and means the person who shows or points out 
a particular way or science. 

EF will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.| Aman 
who is noé illuminated by the Spirit of God thinks 
himself capable of any thing: he alone who is di- 
vinely taught knows he can do nothing but through 
Christ strengthening him. Every teacher among the 
Jews had disciples, and some especially that followed 
or accompanied them wherever they went, that they 
might have some person at hand with whom they 
might converse concerning the Divine law. 

Verse 20. The foxes have holes, &c.] Reader! art 
thou a poor man? and dost thou fear God? Then, 
what comfort must thou derive from the thought, that 
thou so nearly resemblest the Lord Jesus! But how 
unlike is the rich man, who is the yotary of pleasure 
and slave of sin, to this heavenly pattern ! 

Son of man] A Hebrew phrase, expressive of 
humiliation and debasement; and, on that account, 
applied emphatically to himself, by the meek and 
lowly Jesus. Besides, it seems here to be used to 
point out the incarnation of the Son of God, accord- 
ing to the predictions of the prophets, Psa. vili. 5; 
Dan. vii. 13. And as our Lord was now showing 
forth his eternal Divinity in the miracles he wrought, 
he seems studious to prove to them the certainty of 
his incarnation, because on this depended the atone- 
ment for sin. Indeed our Lord seems more intent on 
giving the proofs of his humanity, than of his dwinity, 
the latter being necessarily manifested by the mira- 
cles which he was continually working. 

Verse 21. Another of his disciples] This does not 
mean any of the ¢welve, but one of those who were 
constant hearers of our Lord’s preaching; the name 
of disciple being common to all those who professed 
to believe in him, Johnvi. 66. Bury my father : pro- 
bably his father was old, and apparently near death ; 
but it was a maxim among the Jews, that, if a man 
had any duty to perform to the dead, he was, for that 
time, free from the observance of any other precept 
or duty. The children of Adam are always in ex- 
tremes; some will rush into the ministry of the 
Gospel without a call, others will delay long after they 
are called; the middle way is the only safe one: not 
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and let the dead bury — their howe 
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23 4 And when he was entered 
into a ship, his disciples followed him. 

24 "And, behold, there arose a great tem- 
pest in the sea, imsomuch that the ship 
was covered with the waves: but he was 
asleep. 

25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke 
him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 


u Mark iv. 37, &c. ; Luke viii. 23, &c. 


to move a finger in the work till the call be given, 
and not to delay a moment after. 

Verse 22. Let the dead bury their dead.\ it was 
usual for the Jews to consider a man as dead who 
had departed from the precepts of the law ; and, on 
this ground, every transgressor was reputed a dead 
man. Our Lord’s saying, being in common use, had 
nothing difficult in it toa Jew. Natural death is the 
separation of the body and soul; spiritual death, the 
separation of God and the soul: men who live in sin 
are dead to God. Leave the spiritually dead to bury 
their natural dead. All the common oflices of life 
may be performed by any person; to preach the glad 
tidings of the kingdom of God is granted but to a few, 
and to these only by an especial call; these should 
immediately abandon worldly concerns and employ- 
ments, and give themselves wholly up to the work of 
the ministry. 

Verse 24. Arose a great tempest in the sea] Proba- 
bly excited by Satan, the prince of the power of the 
air, who, having got the author and all the preachers 
of the Gospel together in a small vessel, thought by 
drowning it to defeat the purposes of God, and thus 
to prevent the salvation of a ruined world. What a 
noble opportunity must this have appeared to the 
enemy of the human race ! 

Verse 25. And his disciples! Tur disciples.’ In 
the common printed editions, as well as in our trans- 
lation, it is HIs disciples, but avrov, his, is omitted by 
the very best MSS., and by Bengel, Wetstein, and 
Griesbach. This is a matter of very small importance, 
and need not be noticed; only every translator and 
commentator should aim, to the uttermost of his 
knowledge and power, to give every particle of the 
language of the inspired penman that can be ex- 
pressed, and to insert no one word which he has 
reason to believe did not come by the inspiration of 
God. 

Lord, save us: we perish.) One advantage of trials 
is to make us know our weakness, so as to oblige us 
to have recourse to God by faith in Christ. It is by 
faith alone that we may be said to approach him; by 
love we are united to him, and by prayer we awake 
him. All good perishes in us without Christ : with- 
out his grace, there is not so much as one moment in 
which we are not in danger of utter ruin. How 
proper, then, is this short prayer for us, and how fa~ 
miliar should it be to us! Taken in the extensive 
Christian sense it is exceedingly expressive: it com- 
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AED 87. 26 And he saith unto them, Why |o 


An. Olymp. are ye fearful, O ye of little faith ? 
CCl 3. Then vhe arose, and rebuked the 


winds and the sea; and Pk was a great |. 


calm. 

27 But the men marvelled, saying, What 
manner of man is this, that even the winds 
and the sea obey him! 

28 9’ And when he was come to the 


¥ Psa. Ixy. 775 Ixxxix. 9; cvii. 29. 


prehends all the power of our Lord’s might, all the 
merit of his atonement, and all the depth of our misery 
and danger. See Quesnel. 

Verse 26. Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith ?) 
Faith is ever bold—incredulity always timid. When 
faith fails in temptation, there is the utmost danger 
of shipwreck. Lord, increase our faith! is a neces- 
sary prayer for all who desire to be saved. 

Then he arose and rebuked the winds, &c.| As the 
agitation of the sea was only the effect of the wind, it 
was necessary to remove the cause of the disturbance, 
that the effect might cease. Joshua did not say to 
the earth, Earth, stand thou still, because the earth is 
not the cause of its own motion: but, Sun, stand thou 
still, DIT wow shemesh dom, Sun, be silent, or restrain 
thy influence, which is a proper cause of the revolu- 
tions of all the planets. When the solar influence 
was by the miraculous power of God suspended, the 
standing still of the earth was a necessary conse- 
quence. Both Christ and Joshua spoke with the 
strictest philosophical precision. See the notes on 
Josh. x. 12-14. 

There was a great calm.| One word of Christ can 
ehange the face of nature; one word of his can re- 
store calm and peace to the most troubled and discon- 
solate soul. Prayer and faith, if sincere, shall be 
heard, though they may be weak. 1. That our im- 
perfections may not hinder us from praying to God. 
2. That we may be persuaded it is not our merits 
which make our prayers effectual. 3. That we may 
offer them up with great humility: and, 4. That we 
may be fully united to Christ, without which union 
there is no salvation. 

There was at first a great agitation; then a great 


calm. Thus God ever proportions the comfort to the 
affliction. 
Verse 27. The men marvelled] FE:very part of the 


creation (man excepted) hears and obeys the Creator’s 
voice. Sinners have an ear for the world, the devil, 
and the flesh: till this ear is shut, God’s voice is not 
discerned ; for when it is shut to its enemies it is open 
to its friends. 

What manner of man is this] orarro¢ ecuv ovroe, 
How great is this person! Here was God fully ma- 
nifest ; but it was in the flesh—there were the hidings 
of his power. 

Verse 28. The country of the Gergesenes| This 
word is variously written in the MSS. and versions ; 
Gergasenes, Gerasenes, Gadarenes, Gergesions, and 
Gersedomans. The three first are supported by the 
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MATTHEW. Two demoniacs meet Jesus. 
other side, into the country of the 4; ™ 43). 


Gergesenes, there met him two pos- _ Pe 
sessed with devils, coming out of 

the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man 
might pass by that way. 

29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, 
What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou 
Son of God? art thou come hither to torment 
us before the time ? 


w Mark v. 1, &c.; Luke viii. 26, &c. 


greater authorities. They might have all been names 
of the same place or district; but, if we depend on 
what Origen says, the people mentioned here could 
not have been the inhabitants of Gerasa, which, says 
he, isa city of Arabia, ovre @adaccay, ovre Ayuvnv KAnoLOv 
eyovta, which has neither sea nor lake nigh to it.— 
“ Gadara was, according to Josephus, the metropolis 
of Perea, or the region beyond Jordan: both the city 
and villages belonging to it lay in the country of the 
Gergasenes ; whence Christ going into the country 
of the Gadarenes, Mark v. 1, is said to go into the 
region of the Gergasenes, Matt. vill. 28.” Wuuirsy. 

Two possessed with devils] Persons possessed by 
evil demons. Mark and Luke mention only one de- 
moniac, probably the fiercer of the two. 

Coming out of the tombs] It is pretty evident that 
cupolas were generally builded over the graves among 
the Jews, and that these demoniacs had their dwell- 
ings under such: the evil spirits which were in them 
delighting more in these abodes of desolation and ruin, 
as being more congenial to their fierce and diabolic 
nature, caitd therefore would drive the possessed into 
them. 

Verse 29. What have we to do with thee] 'The 
literal translation of 71 muv kat cot, is, What is it to 
us and to thee; which perhaps might be understood 
to imply their disclaiming any design to interfere with 
the work of Christ, and that he should not therefore 
meddle with them; for it appears they exceedingly 
dreaded his power. 

What have we to do with thee, is a Jewish phrase, 
which often occurs in the Old Testament, signifying 
an abrupt refusal of some request, or a wish not to 
be troubled with the company or importunity of others. 
Jehu said to the messenger who was sent by Joram 
to meet him, What hast thou to do with peace? Da- 
vid said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of 
Zeruiah? Compare Judg. xi. 12; 2 Sam. xvi. 10; 
2 Kings ix. 18; Ezra iv. 3; John ii. 4. See the 
note on Mark i. 24. 

Jesus, thou Son of God] Griesbach omits the word 
Jesus, on the authority of several MSS. of the greatest 
antiquity and respectability; besides some versions, 
and several of the fathers. I heartily concur with’ 
these MSS., &c., for this simple reason, among 
others, that the word Jesus, i. e. Saviour, was of too 
ominous an import to the Satanic interest to be used 
freely, in such a case, by any of his disciples or sub- 
alterns. 

Art thow come hither to torment us before the tume 2} 
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Demoniacs enter the swine, 


AM, 4031. 30 And there was, a good way 


An, Olymp. off from them, a herd of many 
swine feeding. 

31 So *the devils besought him, saying, 
If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into 
the herd of swine. 

32 And he said unto them, Go. And when 
they were come out, they went into the herd 
of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of 
swine ran violently down a steep place into 


CHAP. éVIiIT. 


which perish in the sea 


the sea, and perished in the eee 
waters. An. Olymp. 

33 And they that kept them fled, sa 
and went their ways into the city, and told 
every thing, and what was befallen to the pos- 
sessed of the devils. 

34 And, behold, the whole city came out to 
meet. Jesus: and when they saw him, ¥ they 
besought him that he would depart out of their 
coasts. 


x Mark v. 7, 12; Luke viii. 30-33; Rev. xii. 12. 


From this it appears that a greater degree of punish- 
ment awaited these demons than they at that time 
endured ; and that they knew there was a time deter- 
mined by the Divine Judge, when they should be sent 
into greater torments. 

Verse 30. A herd of many swine] These were 
in all probability Jewish property, and kept and used 
in express violation of the law of God; and therefore 
their destruction, in the next verse, was no more than 
a proper manifestation of the justice of God. 

Verse 31. Suffer us to go away] Exitpewov nu 
azesGew : this is the common reading ; but azoorecAov 
nuac, send us away, appears more likely to be genu- 
ine. This latter reading Griesbach has adopted, on 
the authority of three ancient MSS., the Coptic, Sa- 
hidic, Ethiopic, Syriac, all the Arabic, Saxon, most 
of the Ztala, and the Vulgate. Send us away seems 
to express more fully the absolute power Jesus Christ 
had over them—vpermission alone was not sufficient ; 
the very power by which they were to go away, must 
come from Christ himself! How vain was the boast 
of Satan, chap. iv. 9, when we find he could not pos- 
sess the body of one of the vilest animals that God 
has made, without immediate authority from the Most 
High! Since a demon cannot enter even into a 
swine without being sent by God himself, how little 
is the power or malice of any of them to be dread- 
ed by those who have God for their portion and 
protector ! 

Verse 32. They went into the herd of swine] 
Instead of ryv ayeAny tav yopwr, the herd of swine, 
Griesbach reads rove yo:povc, the swine, on the autho- 
rity of many MSS. and versions. 

The whole herd of swine] Tov yoipwr, of swine, 
is omitted by many MSS. and versions. See Gries- 
bach, and see on Luke viii. 26, &c. 

Ran violently down a steep place, &c.) The prayer 
of these demons is heard and answered! Strange! 
But let it be noted, that God only hears demons and 
certain sinners when their prayer is the echo of his 
own justice. Here is an emblem of the final impe- 
nitence and ruin into which the swinish sinners, the 
habitually impure, more commonly fall than other 
sinners. Christ permits the demons to do that in the 
swime which he did not permit them to do in the pos- 
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y See Deut. v. 25; 1 Kings xvii. 18; Luke v. 8; Acts xvi. 39. 


sessed, on purpose to show us what rage they would 
exercise on us if left to their liberty and malice.— 
Many are the Divine favours which we do not con- 
sider, or know only in general. “ But the owners 
of the swine lost their property.” Yes; and learn 
from this of how small value temporal riches are in 
the estimation of God. He suffers them to be lost, 
sometimes to disengage us from them through mercy ; 
sometimes out of justzce, to punish us for having ac- 
quired or preserved them either by covetousness or 
mjustice. 

Verse 33. And they that kept them fled| Terrified 
at what had happened to the swine. 

Verse 34. The whole city came out] Probably 
with the intention to destroy Jesus for having destroy- 
ed their swine; but, having seen him, they were awed 
by his presence, and only besought him to depart 
from their borders. Many rather chose to lose 
Jesus Christ than those temporal goods by which 
they gratify their passions at the expense of their 
souls. They love even their swine better than their 
salvation. 

Certain doctors in both sciences, divinity and physic, 
gravely tell us that these demoniacs were only com- 
mon madmen, and that the disease was supposed, by 
the superstitious Jews, to be occasioned by demons. 
But, with due deference to great characters, may not 
a plain man be permitted to ask, by what figure of 
speech can it be said that “ two diseases besought— 
went out—filled a herd of swine—rushed down a 
precipice 2” &c. What silly trifling is this! Some 
people’s creeds will neither permit God nor the devil 
to work; and, in several respects, hardly to exist. 
For he who denies Divine inspiration, will scarcely 
acknowledge diabolic influence. See the note on ver. 
16, and on Luke vii. 21. 

Tt is said, The whole city came out to meet Jesus. 
This means no more than all the inhabitants of that 
place, which, most probably, was no more than a small 
country village ; or perhaps but a few houses. I have 
observed that the inhabitants of the Zetland Isles, in 
the North Seas, denominate any collection of houses 
a town, even where there are but three or four: and 
thus I think that the Jews denominated their villages, 
often calling them cities. 
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A paralytic person healed, 


ST. MATTHEW. 


and his sins forgiven 


CHAPTER IX. 


Christ heals a paralytic person at Capernaum, 1-8. 


to him and inquire about fasting, 14-17. 


road to the ruler’s house, he heals a diseased woman, 20-22. 
Heals two blind men, 27-31. 


the young woman to life, 23-26. 


Preaches and works miracles in all the cities and villages, 35. 
Exhorts his disciples to pray to God to send them proper instructers, 37, 38. 


state of the Jewish people, 36. 


ehpgieet AND he entered into a ship, and 
A Ola. passed over, * and came into his 
ICL 3. 


own city. 

2 > And, behold, they brought to him a man 
sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: ° and Jesus, 
seeing their faith, said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee. 


aChap. iv. 13——> Mark uu. 3; Luke v. 18. 
vill. 10. 


© Chap. 


NOTES ON CHAP. IX. 

Verse 1. He came into his own city] Viz. Caper- 
naum, where he seems to have had his common resi- 
dence at the house of Peter. See chap. iv. 13, and 
viii. 13. This verse properly belongs to the preceding 
chapter. 

Verse 2. Sick of the palsy] See chap. iv. 24. 

Lying on a bed\ Kawne, a couch or sofa, such as 
they reclined on at meals. 

Seeing their faith] The faith of the paralytic per- 
son, and the faith of those who brought him; see on 
Mark ii. 4. 

Be of good cheer] Oapcet texvor, Son, take courage ! 
Probably he began to despond, and Christ spoke thus 
to support his fazth. 

Thy sins be forgiven thee.| Moral evil has been the 
cause of all the natural evil in the world. Christ goes 
to the source of the malady, which is sin; and to that 
as the procuring cause we should refer in all our afflic- 
tions. It is probable that this paralytic person had, in 
the earnest desires of his heart, entreated the cure of 
his soul, leaving his body to the care of others, as the 
first miracle of healing is wrought on his soul. Ina 
state of helplessness, when we seek above all things to 
please God, by giving him our hearts, he often inspires 
others with the care of our temporal necessities. It 
may be necessary to be observed, that it was a 
maxim among the Jews that no diseased person could 
be healed till all his sins were blotted out. See Neda- 
rim, fol. 41. Hence our Lord first forgives the sins, 
and then heals the body of the paralytic person. This 
appears to have been founded on Psa. ciii. 3. Who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities, and healeth all thy dis- 
eases. Here pardon precedes healih. See also Psa. 
xli. 3,4. It may be observed, also, that most people 
are more in earnest about their souls when in sickness 
than in health, and therefore are more earnest in prayer 
for salvation. 

Verse 3. This man blasphemeth.| Baacdnuew comes 
either from PAarretv tyv onunv, to hurt or blast the 
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Calls Matthew, 10. 


at which the Pharisees are offended, and he vindicates his conduct, 11, 12. 
A ruler requests him to heal his daughter, 18, 19. 


Eats with publicans and sinners, 
The disciples of John come 
On his 
Arriving at the ruler’s house, he restores 
Casts out a dumb demon, 32--34. 
Is greatly affected at the desolate and dark 


2 A. M. 4031. 
3 And, behold, certain of the “,%, ‘O° 


scribes said within themselves, This Ab Chm. 
man blasphemeth. a? aes 
4 And Jesus, 4 knowing their thoughts, said, 
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ? 
5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be 
forgiven thee ; or to say, ° Arise, and walk ? 
6 But that ye may know that the Son of man 


4 Psa. exxxix.2; chap. xii. 25; Mark xii. 15; Luke v. 22; vi. 8; 
nb. ef tao a al OF e Isa. xxxv. 6; John v. 8. 


reputation or credit of another, or from Pardew taic 
onuatc, to smite with reports. Whenever it is used in 
reference to Gop, it simply signifies, to speak wmpiously 
of his nature, or attributes, or works. Jnjurious speak- 
ing is its proper translation when referred to man. 

The scribes were the literati of that time ; and their 
learning, because not used in dependence on God, ren- 
dered them proud, envious, and obstinate. Unsanctified 
knowledge has still the same effect: that light serves 
only to blind and lead men out of the way which is not 
joined with uprightness of heart. The most sacred 
truths often become an occasion of delusion, where 
men are under the government of their evil passions. 

Verse 4, Jesus knowing (ier seeing) their thoughts] 
In telling them what the thoughts of their hearts were, 
(for they had expressed nothing publicly,) he gave them 
the fullest proof of his power to forgive sins; because 
God only can forgive sins, and God only can search 
and know the heart. Jesus pronounced the man’s sins 
forgiven ; and gave the scribes the fullest proof of his 
power to do so, by telling them what, im the secret of 
their souls, they thought on the subject. 

God sounds the secrets of all hearts—no sin escapes 
his notice : how senseless then is the sinner to think he 
sins securely when unseen by men! Let us take heed 
to our hearts, as well as to our conduct, for God 
searches out and condemns all that does not spring 
from, and leads not to himself. 

Verse 5. For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk ?| Both 
are equally easy, and equally difficult ; for both require 
unlimited power to produce them. And every thing is 
equally easy to that power which is unlimited. A uni- 
verse can be as easily produced by a single act of the 
Divine will as the smallest elementary part of matter. 

The common punctuation of the above passage almost 
destroys the sense: the comma should be placed after 
easier, and to say, made the first part of the question. 

Verse 6. But that ye may know, g§c.] External 
miracles are the proofs of internal ones. Three mira- 
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Jesus calls Matthew 
“M5 ‘S2" hath power on earth £ to forgive sins, 


oe (then saith he to the sick of the 
— palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go unto thine house. 
7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 
8 But when the multitude saw it, they mar- 
velled, and glorified God, which had given 
such power unto men. 
9 4 * And as Jesus passed forth from thence, 
he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the 


fIsaiah xlili. 25; Mic. vii. 18——g Mark ii. 14; Luke 
v. 27. 


CHAP. IX. 


to be a disciple. 


receipt of custom: and he saith 4,™M: 4031. 
unto him, Follow me. And he An. Olymp. 
arose, and followed him. nee 

10 “i » And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at 
meat in the house, behold many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with him and his 
disciples : 

11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they 
said unto his disciples, Why eateth your 
Master with * publicans and * sinners ? 


h Mark ii. 15, &c.; Luke v. 29, &c. ‘Chap. xi. 19; Luke 
v. 30; xv. 2.— Gal. ii. 15. 


cles are wrought in this case. (I mean, by miracle, 
something produced or known that no power is capable 
of but that which is omnipotent, and no knowledge ade- 
quate to but that which is omniscient.) The miracles 
are these: 1st. The remission of the poor man’s sins. 
2d. The discernment of the secret thoughts of the 
scribes. 3d. The restoring of the paralytic, in an in- 
stant, to perfect soundness. Thus one miracle be- 
comes the proof and establishment of another. Never 
was a clearer proof of omnipotent energy and mercy 
brought under the senses of man. Here is an abso- 
lutely perfect miracle wrought ; and here are absolute 
incontestable proofs that the miracle was wrought ; and 
the conclusion is the fullest demonstration of the Divi- 
nity of the ever-blessed Jesus. 

Arise, take up thy bed| Being enabled to obey this 
command was the public proof that the man was made 
whole. Such a circumstance should not pass without 
improvement. A man gives proof of his conversion 
from sin to God who imitates this paralytic person. 
He who does not rise and stand upright, but either 
continues grovelling on the earth, or falls back as soon 
as he is got up, is not yet cured of his spiritual palsy. 
When we see a penitent enabled to rejoice in hope of 
God’s glory, and to walk in the way of his command- 
ments, he affords us all the proof which we can rea- 
sonably require, that his conversion is real: the proof 
sufficient to satisfy himself is the witness of the Holy 
Spirit in his own heart ; but this is a matter of which 
those who are without cannot judge: they must form 
their opinion from his conduct, and judge of the tree by 
its fruits. 

Verse 8. When the multitudes saw it, they marvel- 
led] Instead of eOavyecar, wondered, the Codex Vatic. 
and Cod. Beze, with several other MSS. and ver- 
sions, have edofnOncav, feared. In the Gothic, and 
one copy of the Jala, both readings are conjoined, 
thus: And the multitudes seeing it, wondered and 
feared, and glorified God. Wondered at the miracle ; 
feared to offend against such power and goodness ; and 
glorified God for the works of mercy which he had 
wrought. 

That which to the doctors of the law, the worldly- 
wise and prudent, is a matter of scandal, is to the hum- 
ble an occasion of glorifying the Most High. Divine 
things make a deeper impression on the hearts of the 
simple multitude than on those of the doctors, who, 
puffed up with a sense of their own wisdom, refuse to 

1 


receive the truth as it is in Jesus. The conversion 
of one rebellious soul is a greater miracle, and more 
to be admired than all that can be wrought on inani- 
mate creatures. He who sees a sinner converted 
from the error of his way sees a miracle wrought by 
eternal power and goodness. May such miracles be 
multiplied ! 

Verse 9. Named Matthew] Generally supposed to 
be the same who wrote this history of our blessed 
Lord. Mathai signifies a gift in Syriac ; probably so 
named by his parents as implying a gift from God. 

The receipt of custom] The custom-house, teAorcov— 
the place where the taxes levied by the Romans of the 
Jews, were collected. 

Follow me.] That is, become my disciple. 

And he arose, and followed him.] How blessed it is 
to be obedient to the first call of Christ—how much 
happiness and glory are lost by delays, though con- 
version at last may have taken place ! 

Verse 10. Sat at meat in the house] Viz. of Mat- 
thew, who it appears, from Luke vy. 29, made a great 
feast on the occasion, thus testifying his gratitude for 
the honour done him ; and that his friends and acquaint- 
ances might profit by the teaching of his new master, 
he invites them to the entertainment that was honoured 
by the presence of Christ. [is companions, it appears, 
were not of the most creditable kind. They were tax- 


gatherers (see chap. v. 46) and sinners, apaptw2ot, 


a word which I believe in general signifies heathens, 
throughout the Gospels, and in several other parts of 
the New Testament. See, among others, chap. xi. 
19; xxvi. 45; Mark ii. 15-17 ; xiv. 41; Luke v. 30- 
32; vi. 32-34; vii. 34, 37, 39; xv. 1, 2, 7, 10; 
KIX 7 G4 XXIV 79) Onn 1x 16,24, 25, a1 som. Vv, 
8; Gal. ii. 15; Heb. vii. 26; 1 Pet. iv. 18; in most, 
if not all of which places, it evidently refers to the 
character or state of a Gentile, or Heathen. See also 
the notes on these passages. 

Verse 11. When the Pharisees saw it] He who, 
like a Pharisee, never felt himself indebted to infinite 
mercy for his own salvation, is rarely solicitous about 
the salvation of others. The grace of Christ alone in 
spires the soul with true benevolence. The self-right 
eous Pharisees considered it equal to legal defilement 
to sit in company with tax-gatherers and heathens. It 
is certain that those who fear God should not associate, 
through choice, with the workers of iniquity, and 
should only be found with them when transacting their 
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John’s disciples inquire 


A. M. 4031. 
Wino a2 Butywhen Jesus heard that, 


An. Olymp. he said unto them, They that be 
CCL. 3. ene 
———_ whole*need not a physician, but 
they that are sick. 
13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, 
1] will have mercy and not sacrifice ; for I am 
not come to call the righteous, ™ but sinners 


to repentance. 


1 Hos. vi. 6; Mic. vi. 6, 7, 8; chap. xii. 7. m] Tim. i. 15. 


secular business requires it, or when they have the 
prospect of doing good to their souls. 

Verse 12. They that be whole need not a physician) 
A common proyerb, which none could either misun- 
derstand or misapply. Of it the reader may make the 
following use :— 

1. Jesus Christ represents himself here as the sove- 
reign Physician of souls. 2. That all stand in need 
of his healing power. 3. That men must acknow- 
ledge their spiritual maladies, and the need they have 
of his mercy, in order to be healed by him. 4. That 
it is the most inveterate and dangerous disease the 
soul can be afflicted with to imagine itself whole, when 
the sting of death, which is sin, has pierced it through 
in every part, infusing its poison every where. 

Verse 13. I will have mercy, and not sacrifice] 
Quoted from 1 Sam. xv. 22. These are remarkable 
words. We may understand them as implying, Ist. 
That God prefers an act of mercy, shown to the ne- 
cessitous, to any act of religious worship to which 
the person might be called at that time. Both are 
good ; but the former is the greater good, and should 
be done in preference to the other.. 2dly. That the 
whole sacrificial system was intended only to point 
out the infinite merey of God to fallen man, in his 
redemption by the blood of the new covenant. And 
3dly. That we should not rest in the sacrifices, but 
look for the mercy and salvation prefigured by them. 
This saying was nervously translated by our ancestors, 
Ic pylle mildheoncneyye ner onpegoneyye, J will mild- 
heartedness, and not sacrifice. 

Go ye and learn] 37) X¥ tse velimmed, a form of 
speech in frequent use among the rabbins, when they 
referred to any fact or example in the Sacred Writ- 
ings. Nothing tends more to humble pretenders to 
devotion than to show them that they understand 
neither Scripture nor religion, when, relying on ex- 
ternal performances, they neglect love to God and 
man, which is the very soul and substance of true re- 
ligion. True holiness has ever consisted in faith 
working by love. 

I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners] 
Most of the common editions add, eve weravoay, unto 
repentance ; but this is omitted in the Codex Vatic. 
and Beze, sixteen others, both the Syriac, both the 
Persic, Ethiop. Armen. Gothic, Anglo-Saxon, all the 
Itala except three, the Vulgate, Clemens Roman. Ori- 
gen, Basil, Jerome, Augustin, Ambrose, and Barnabas. 
The omission is approved by Mill and Bengel. Gries- 
bach leaves it out of the text. 

Verse 14. Thy disciples fast not 2] Probably mean- 
ing that they did not fast so frequently as the others 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


of Jesus about fasting 


14 § Then came to him the dis- cei 


ciples of John, saying, * Why do we ie Cre. 
and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy 
disciples fast not ? 

15 And Jesus said unto them, Can ° the 
children of the bride-chamber mourn, as long 
as the bridegroom is with them? but the days 
will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken 
© John iii. 29. 


2 Mark ii. 18, &c.; Luke v. 33, &c.; xvui. 12. 


did, or for the same purposes, which is very likely, 
for the Pharisees had many superstitious fasts. They 
fasted in order to have lucky dreams, to obtain the 
interpretation of a dream, or to avert the evil import 
of adream. They also fasted often, in order to .ob- 
tain the things they wished for. The tract, Taanith 
is full of these fasts, and of the wonders performed 
thus by the Jewish doctors. 

Verse 15. Can the children of the bride-chamber] 
Noudovoc. Or, vuudiov, bridegroom, as the Cod. Beze 
and several versions have it. These persons were 
the companions of the bridegroom, who accompanied 
him to the house of his father-in-law when he went 
to bring the bride to his own home. ‘The marriage- 
feast among the Jews lasted seven days; but the new 
married woman was considered to be a bride for thirty 
days. Marriage feasts were times of extraordinary 
festivity, and even of riot, among several people of 
the east. 

When the bridegroom shall be taken from them, &c.] 
There was one annual fast observed in the primitive 
Church, called by our ancestors lencten-peyten, the 
spring fast, and, by us, Lent; by the Greeks reacep- 
akocn, and by the Latins, Quadrigessima. This fast 
is pretended to be kept by many, in the present day, 
in commemoration of our Lord’s forty days’ fast in the 
wilderness ; but it does not appear that, in the purest 
ages of the primitive Church, genuine Christians ever 
pretended that their guadrigessimal fast was kept for 
the above purpose. Their fast was kept merely to 
commemorate the tvme during which Jesus Christ lay 
under the power of death, which was about rorty 
HouRS; and it was in this sense they understood the 
words of this text : the days will come, &c. With them, 
the bridegroom meant Christ: the time in which he 
was taken away, his crucifixion, death, and the time 
he lay in the grave. Suppose him dying about twelve 
o’clock on what is called Friday, and that he rose 
about four on the morning of his own day, (St. John 
says, Karly, while it was yet dark, chap. xx. 1,) 
the interim makes forty hours, which was the true 
primitive Lent, or guadrigessimal fast. It is true that 
many in the primitive Church were not agreed on this 
subject, as Socrates, in his Church History, book v. 
chap. 22, says, ‘Some thought they should fast one 
day ; others two; others more.” Different Churches 
also were divided concerning the length of the time, 
some keeping it ¢hree, others five, and others seven 
weeks ; and the historian himself is puzzled to know 
why they all agreed in calling these fasts, differing so 
much in their duration, by the name of Quadrigessima, 
or forty days’ fast: the plain obvious reason appears 
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A certaun ruler requests 


AM 4031. from them, and » then shall they 


a Camp. fast. 
zat 16 No man putteth a piece of 
new 4 cloth unto an old garment, for that 
which is put in to fill it up taketh from the 
garment, and the rent is made worse. 

17 Neither do men put new wine into old 
bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine 


P Acts xili. 2,3; xiv. 23; 1 Cor. vii. 5——4 Or, raw, or 


to me to have been simply this: They put pays in the 
place of Hours; and this absurdity continues in some 
Christian Churches to the present day. For more on 
fasting, see chap. vi. 16. 

Verse 16. No man putteth a piece of new cloth] 
Ovdere de exiBahder eviBAnua pakove ayvadov ext wuatia 
rahaw. No man putteth a patch of unscoured cloth 
upon an old garment. This is the most literal transla- 
tion I can give of this verse, to convey its meaning 
to those who cannot consult the original. Paxoc 
ayvagov is that cloth which has not been scoured, or 
which has not passed under the hand of the fudler, 
who is called yvadeve in Greek: and emPAnua sig- 
nifies a piece put on, or what we commonly term a 
patch. 

Li—taketh from the garment] Instead of closing up 
the rent, it makes a larger, by tearing away with it 
the whole breadth of the cloth over which it was 
laid ; acpec yap To TAnpwua avtov—it taketh its fulness 
or whole breadth from the garment; this I am per- 
suaded is the meaning of the original, well expressed 
by the Latin, or Itala of the C. Bezm, Tollit enim 
plenitudo ejus de vestimento. ‘It takes away its ful- 
ness from the garment.” 

Verse 17. New wine into old bottles] It is still the 
custom, in the eastern countries, to make their bottles 
of goat skins: if these happened to be old, and new 
wine were put into them, the violence of the fermen- 
tation must necessarily burst them; and therefore 
newly made bottles were employed for the purpose 
of putting that wine in which had not yet gone through 
its state of fermentation. The institutes of Christ, 
and those of the Pharisees, could never be brought to 
accord: an attempt to combine the two systems 
would be as absurd as it would be destructive. The 
old covenant made way for the new, which was its 
completion and its end; but with that old covenant 
the new cannot be incorporated. 

Christian prudence requires that the weak, and 
newly converted, should be managed with care and 
tenderness. ‘To impose such duties and mortifica- 
tions as are not absolutely necessary to salvation, 
before God has properly prepared the heart by his 
grace for them, is a conduct as absurd and ruinous as 
putting a piece of raw, unscoured cloth on an old 
garment ; it is, in a word, requiring the person to do 
the work of a man, while as yet he is but a little child. 
Preachers of the Gospel, and especially those who 
are instruments in God’s hand of many conversions, 
have need of much heavenly wisdom, that they may 
know to watch over guide, and advise those who are 
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Jesus to heal his daughter. 


runneth out, and the bottles perish: 4,M. 4031. 


but they put new wine into new An. Olymp. 
bottles, and both are preserved. ee 

18 4% * While he spake these things unto 
them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and 
worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even 
now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon 
her, and she shall live. 


unwrought cloth, 


* Mark v. 22, &c.; Luke viii. 41, &c. 


brought to a sense of their sin and danger. How 
many auspicious beginnings have been ruined by 
men’s proceeding too hastily, endeavouring to make 
their own designs take place, and to have the honour 
of that success themselves which is due only to God. 

Verse 18. A certain ruler] There were two officers 
in the synagogue, ND33N jin chazan ha-ceneseth, the 
bishop or overseer of the congregation ; and NDI WR 
rosh ha-ceneseth, the head or ruler of the congregation. 
The chazan takes the book of the Law, and gives it 
to the rosh, or ruler ; and he appoints who shall read 
the different sections, &e. Jairus, who is the person 
intended here, was, in this latter sense, the ruler or 
governor of one of the synagogues, probably at Ca- 
pernaum. See Mark v. 22; Luke vii. 41. 

My daughter is even now dead] Or, my daughter 
was gust now dying ; apte eredevtnoev, or, is by this 
time dead: i. e. as Mr. Wakefield properly observes, 
She was so ill when I left home that she must be dead 
by this time. This turn of the expression reconciles 
the account given here with that in Mark and Luke. 
Michaelis conjectures that, in the Hebrew original, the 
words must have stood thus, MN nny atah matah, 
which, without the points, may signify either, She ts 
dead, or She is dying. 

To be successful in our applications to God by 
prayer, four things are requisite ; and this ruler teach- 
es us what they are. 

First, A man should place himself in the presence 
of God—he came unto him. 

Secondly, He should humble himself sincerely be- 
fore God—he fell down before him—at his feet. Mark 
v. 22. 

Thirdly, He should lay open his wants with a holy 
earnestness—he besought him greatly. Mark vy. 23. 

Fourthly, He should have unbounded confidence in 
the power and goodness of Christ that his request 
shall be granted—put thy hand upon her, and she shalt 
live. He who comes in this way to God, for salva- 
tion, is sure to be heard. Imposition of hands was a 
rite anciently used by the servants of God, through 
which heavenly influences were conveyed to the bodies 
and souls of men. ‘This rite is still used in certain 
Churches ; but, as there is no Holy Ghost communi- 
cated by it, some suppose it may be as well omitted. 
But why is this ? Is it not because there is an unfaith- 
fulness in the person who lays on hands, or an unfit- 
ness in him on whom they are laid? Let the rite be 
restored to its primitive simplicity, and God will own 
it as he formerly did. But, however this may be, 
where is the man or number of men who have. autho- 
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The women with the 


A.M. 4031. tof ; 
Ghee 19 And Jesus arose, and followed 


An. Olymp. him, and so did his disciples. 

pa 20 9 * And, behold, a woman 
which was diseased with an issue of blood 
twelve years, came behind jum, and touched 
the hem of his garment : 

21 For she said within herself, If I may but 
touch his garment, I shall be whole. 


———— 


* Mark y. 25; Luke viii. 43.——t Luke vii. 50; viii. 48 ; xvii. 19 ; 


rity to abrogate a rite of God’s own appointment ? 
In the appointment of men to the sacred ministry it 
should never be omitted: even in these degenerate 
days, it may still serve as a sign of the necessity of 
the gifts and graces of that Holy Spirit without which 
no man can fulfil the work of the ministry, or be the 
instrument of saving the souls of them that hear him. 
When the inventions of men are put in the place of 
the ordinances of God, the true Church of Christ is 
in great danger. 

Verse 19. Jesus arose, and followed him] Our 
blessed Lord could have acted as well at a distance as 
oresent ; but he goes to the place, to teach his ministers 
not to spare either their steps or their pains when the 
salvation of a soul is in question. Let them not think 
it sufficient to pray for the sick in their closets; 
but let them go to their bed-sides, that they may in- 
struct and comfort them. He can have little unction 
in private, who does not also give himself up to pudlic 
duties. 

Verse 20. A woman which was diseased with an 
wssue of blood] Tvvy aipzoppovoa. Mulier sanguinis 
profluvio laborans. Significatur hoc loco, fluxus mulie- 
ris, 12 SANIS, menstruus ; in HAC perpetuus. It would 
be easy to explain the nature and propertics of the 
disease here mentioned ; but, when it is said that pru- 
lence forbids it, the intimation itself may be thought 
sufficiently explanatory of the disorder in question. 
There are some remarkable circumstances relative 
to this case mentioned by St. Mark, chap. v. 25, &c., 
which shall be properly noticed in the notes on that 
place. 

The hem of his garment] The M3°¥ tsztsith, or 
fringes, which the Jews were commanded to wear 
on their garments. See Num. xv. 38,and the note there. 

Verse 21. She said within herself, If I may but 
touch his garment| Iler disorder was of that delicate 
nature that modesty forbade her to make any public 
acknowledgment of it; and therefore she endeavoured to 
transact the whole business in private. Besides, the 
touch of such a person was bythe law reputed unclean. 
By faith in Christ Jesus, little things are often ren- 
dered efficacious to our salvation. What more simple 
than a morsel of bread, and a few drops of wine, in 
the Lord’s Supper! And yet, they who receive them 
by faith in the sacrifice they represent, are made par- 
takers of the blessings purchased by the crucified body 
and spilled blood of the Lord Jesus! 

Verse 22. Daughter, be of good comfort] apace 
Ovyatep, Take courage, daughter. See onver. 2. The 
reason of this kind speech was—Jesus, finding that 
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issue of blood healed. 


22 But Jesus turned him about, 4,M. 4031 


and when he saw her, he said, oe Cie. 
Daughter, be of good comfort; ses 
‘thy faith hath made thee whole. And the 
woman was made whole from that hour. 

23 «And when Jesus came into the ruler’s 
house, and saw ¥ the minstrels and the people 
making a noise, 


xviii. 42.——" Mark v.38; Luke viii. 51.——* See 2 Chron. xxxy. 25. 


virtue had proceeded from him, made inquiry who had 
touched him. The woman, finding that she could not 
be hid, came fearing and trembling, (Mark v. 33,) and 
confessed the truth: to dispel these fears and to com- 
fort her mind, Jesus said, Daughter, take courage. 

Thy faith hath made thee whole.) UH morc cov ceowxe 
ce, This thy faith hath saved thee: i. e. thy faith in 
my power has interested that power in thy behalf, so 
that thou art saved from thy disorder, and from all its 
consequences. See on Luke vii. 46. 

Verse 23. Saw the minstrels and the people making 
a noise] Avdaytac, pipers; Anglo-Saxon, hyiyclenay, 
the whistlers ; Gothic, Daurngans haurngandans, the 
horn-blowers blowing with their horns. Nearly the 
same as the pipublasara, pipe-blowers of the Islandie : 
for among all those nations funeral lamentations, ac- 
companied with such rude instruments, were made at 
the death of relatives. That pipes were in use among 
the Jews, in times of calamity or death, is evident 
from Jer. xlviii. 36. And among the Greeks, and 
Romans, as well as among the Jews, persons were 
hired on purpose to follow the funeral processions with 
lamentaiions. See Jer. ix. 17-21; Amos v. 16. 
Even the poorest among the Jews were required to 
have two pipers, and one mourning woman. At these 
funeral solemnities it was usual with them to drink 
considerably ; even ten cups of wine each, where it 
could be got. See Lightfoot. This custom is ob- 
served among the native Irish to this day, in what is 
called their Caoinan. The body of the deceased, 
dressed in grave-clothes and ornamented with flowers, 
is placed in some eminent place; the relations and 
caoiners range themselves in two divisions, one at the 
head and the other at the feet of the corpse. An- 
ciently, where the deceased was a great personage, 
the dards and croteries prepared the caoinan. The 
chief bard of the head chorus began by singing the first 
stanza in a low doleful tone ; which was softly accom- 
panied by the harp. At the conclusion, the foot semi- 
chorus began the lamentation, or uLLaLoo, from the 
final note of the preceding stanza, in which they were 
answered by the head semichorus; then both united 
in one general chorus. 

The chorus of the first stanza being ended, the 
chief bard of the foot semichorus sung the second 
stanza, the strain of which was taken from the con- 
cluding note of the preceding chorus, which ended, the 
head semichorus began the cox, or lamentation, in 
which they were answered by that of the foot, and 
then, as before, both united in the general full chorus. 
Thus alternately were the song and choruses performed 
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The ruler’s daughter 


AM. 4031. 24 He said unto them, Give 


a ee place: for the maid is not dead, but 
— sleepeth. And they laughed him 


to scorn. 

25 But when the people were put forth, he 
went in, and took her by the hand, and the 
maid arose. 

26 And * the fame hereof went abroad into 
all that land. 

27 4 And when Jesus departed thence, two 


w Acts xx. 10, x Or, this fame. y Chap. xv. 22; 


during the night. JI have seen a number of women, 
sometimes fourteen, twenty-four, or more, accompany 
the deceased from his late house to the grave-yard, 
divided into two parties on each side the corpse, sing- 
ing the uLLALOO, alternately, all the way. That: drink- 
ing, in what is called the wake, or watching with the 
body of the deceased, is practised, and often carried 
to a shameful excess, needs little proof. This kind 
of intemperance proceeded to such great lengths 
among the Jews that the Sanhedrin were obliged to 
make a decree, to restrain the drinking to ten cups 
each. I mention these things more particularly, be- 
cause I have often observed that the customs of the 
aboriginal Irish bear a very striking resemblance to 
those of the ancient Jews, and other Asiatic nations. 
The application of these observations I leave to 
others. 

It was a custom with the Greeks to make a great 
noise with brazen vessels ; and the Romans made a 
general outcry, called conclamatio, hoping either to 
stop the soul which was now taking its flight, or to 
awaken the person, if only in a state of torpor. This 
they did for eight days together, calling the person 
incessantly by his name; at the expiration of which 
term the phrase, Conclamatum est—all is over—there 
is no hope—was used. See the words used in this 
sense by Ference, Eun. |. 347. In all probability 
this was the OopvBovuevor, the making a violent outcry, 
mentioned here by the evangelist. How often, on 
the death of relatives, do men incumber and perplex 
themselves with vain, worldly, and tumultuous cere- 
monies, instead of making profitable reflections on 
death! 

Verse 24. The maid is not dead, but sleepeth] That 
is, she is not dead so as to continue under the power 
of death; but shall be raised from it as a person is 
from natural sleep. 

They laughed him to scorn.] Kateyedwv avrov, they 
ridiculed him; from «xara, intensive, and yeAaw, I laugh: 
—they grinned a ghastly smile, expressive of the 
covtempt they felt for his person and knowledge.— 
People of the world generally ridicule those truths 
which they neither comprehend nor love, and deride 
those who publish them; but a faithful minister of God, 
(copying the example of Christ,) keeps on his way, 
and does the work of his Lord and Master. 

Verse 25. He—took her by the hand, and the maid 
arose.| The fountain of life thus communicating its 
vital energy to the dead body. Where death has 

Vou. 1. ak: I 


CHAP. IX. 


raised from the dead, §-c. 


: 2 . A. M. 4031, 
blind men followed him, Sy ks iilor. 


and saying, YThow son of David, dons ce 
have mercy on us. — 
28 And when he was come into the house, 
the blind men came to him; and Jesus 
saith unto them, Believe ye that I am able 
to do this?) They said unto him, Yea, 
Lord. 

29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, 
According to your faith be it unto you. 


xx. 30, 31; Mark x. 47, 48; Luke xviii. 38, 39. 


already taken place, no power but that of the great 
God can restore to life; in such a case, vain is the 
help of man. So the soul that is dead in trespasses 
and sins—that is, sentenced to death because of trans- 
gression—and is thus dead in law, can only be restored 
to spiritual life by the mighty power of the Lord Je- 
sus; because He alone has made the atonement, and 
He alone can pardon transgression. If the spiritually 
dead person be utterly unconcerned about the state and 
fate of his soul, let a converted relative either bring 
him to Christ by leading him to hear the unadulterated 
Gospel of the kingdom; or bring Christ to him by 
fervent, faithful, and persevering prayer. 

Verse 26. And the fame hereof went abroad] In 
this business Jesus himself scarcely appears, but the 
work effected by his sovereign power is fully mani- 
fested ; to teach us that it is the business of a success- 
ful preacher cf the Gospel to conceal himself as much 
as possible, that God alone may have the glory of his 
own grace. ‘This is a proper miracle, and a full ex- 
emplification of the unlimited power of Christ. 

Verse 27. Son of David] This was the same as 
if they had called him Messiah. Two things here 
are worthy of remark: Ist. That it was a generally 
received opinion at this time in Judea, that the Mes- 
siah should be son of David. (John vii. 47.) 2Qdly. 
That Jesus Christ was generally and incontestably 
acknowledged as coming from this stock. Matt. xii. 23. 

Have mercy on us.] That man has already a mea- 
sure of heavenly light who knows that he has no 
merit; that his ery should be a cry for mercy ; that he 
must be fervent, and that in praying he must follow 
Jesus Christ as the true Messiah, the son of David, 
expected from heaven. 

Verse 28. Whenhe was come into the house] That 
is, the house of Peter at Capernaum, where he ordina- 
rily lodged. 

Believe ye that I am able to do this 2] Without 
faith Jesus does nothing to men’s souls now, no more 
than he did to their bodies in the days of his flesh. 

They said unto him, Yea, Lord.| Under a sense 
of our spiritual blindness we should have, Ist. A lively 
faith in the almighty grace of Christ. 2dly. A fervent, 
incessant cry for the communication of this grace. 
3dly. A proper view of his zxcarnatzon, because it is 
through his union with our nature, and by his suffer- 
ings and death, we are to expect salvation. 

Verse 29. According to your faith] See on chap. 
vill. 13. 
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‘Do ~=—- 38. 0.-« And their eyes were opened ; 


An. Olymp. and Jesus straitly charged them, 
ser saying, * See that no man know 2zt. 
31 *But they, when they were departed, 

spread abroad his fame in all that country. 
32 7» As they went out, behold, they brought 

to him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 
33 And when the devil was cast out, the 
dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled, 
saying, It was never so seen in Israel. 
34 But the Pharisees said, ° He casteth out 


ST. MATTHEW. 


The sick and diseased restored 


devils through the prince of the 4,M, #3). 
An, Olymp. 
devils. 2 Ee 


35 4 And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, ° teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching the Gospel of the king- 
dom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people. 

36 9 £ But when he saw the multitudes, he 
was moved with compassion on them, because 
they £ fainted, and were scattered abroad, » as 
sheep having no shepherd. 


zChap. vill.4; xii. 16; xvii. 9; Luke v. 14. 4 Mark vii. 
36. 5See chap. xii. 22; Luke xi. 14. ¢ Chap. xii. 24; 
Mark iii. 22; Luke xi. 15. 


Verse 30. Straitly charged them] He charged them 
severely, from eveBprunoaro, from ev, and Spyuaouat, to 
roar or storm with anger; he charged them, on pain 
of his displeasure, not to make it as yet public. See 
the reasons, chap. vill. 4. 

Verse 31. But they—spread abroad his fame] 
They should have held their peace; for to obey is 
better than sacrifice, 1 Sam. xv. 22; but man must 
always be wiser than God. However, it may be pro- 
fitable to remark, 1st. That honour pursues those who 
fiy from it. 2dly. He who is thoroughly sensible of 
God’s mercy cannot dong contain his acknowledgments. 
3dly. That God in general requires that what a man 
has received, for his own salvation, shall become sub- 
servient to that of others—Let your light so shine, &c. 
God chooses to help man by man, that all may be firmly 
knit together in brotherly love. 

Verse 32. A dumb man possessed with a devil.| 
Some demons rendered the persons they possessed 
paralytic, some blind, others dumb, &e. It was the 
interest of Satan to hide his influences under the ap- 
pearance of natural disorders. A man who does not 
acknowledge his sin to God, who prays not for salva- 
tion, who returns no praises for the mercies he is con- 
tinually receiving, may well be said to be possessed 
with a dumb demon. 

Verse 33. And when the devil was cast out, the 
dumb spake} The very miracle which was now 
wrought was to be the demonstrative proof of the 
Messiah’s being manifested in the flesh. See Isa. 
72S Gye 

Ji was never so seen in Isracl.| The greatest of the 
prophets has never been able to do such miracles as 
these. This was the remark of the people ; and thus 
we find that the poor and the simple were more ready 
to acknowledge the hand of God than the rich and the 
learned. Many miracles had been wrought in the 
course of this one day, and this excited their surprise. 

Verse 34. He casteth out devils through the prince 
of the devils.| ‘This verse is wanting in both the Greek 
and Latin of the C. Bez, in another copy of the JItala, 
and in Hilary and Juvencus. But see on chap. xii. 24. 

It is a consummate piece of malice to attribute the 
works of God to the devil. Envy cannot suffer the 
approbation which is given to the excellencies of 
others Those whose hearts are possessed by this 
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a Num. xxvil. 17; 1 Kings 


vice speak the very language of the devil. Calumny 
is but a little distance from envy. Though all persons 
may not have as much envy as the Pharisees, yet they 
should fear having some degree of it, as all have the 
principle from whence it proceeds, viz. sin. 

Verse 35. Jesus went about all the cities and villa- 
ges] Of Galilee. See on chap. iv. 23, 24. A real 
minister of Jesus Christ, after his example, is neither 
detained in one place by a comfortable provision made 
by some, nor discouraged from pursuing his work by 
the calumny and persecution of others. It is proper 
to remark, that, wherever Christ comes, the proofs of 
his presence evidently appear: he works none but 
salutary and beneficial miracles, because his ministry 
is a ministry of salvation. 

Among the people.| Ev to Aaw. This clause is 
omitted by about fifty MSS., several of them of the 
first antiquity and authority; by the Complutensian, 
and by Bengel; by both the Syriac, both the Arabic, 
both the Persic ; the Ethiopic, Gothic, Saxon, and all 
the Itala, except four. Gi'riesbach has left it out of the 
text. 

Verse 36. Moved with compassion] EoriAayyvicbn, 
from ozAayyvov, a bowel. The Jews esteemed the 
bowels to be the seat of sympathy and the tender pas- 
sions, and so applied the organ to the sense. 

Exiayyvigouat signifies, says Mintert, “to be moved 
with pity from the very inmost bowels. It is an em- 
phatic word, signifying a vehement affection of com- 
miseration, by which the bowels and especially the 
heart is moved.” Both this verb and the noun seem 
to be derived from oraw, to draw ; the whole intestinal 
canal, in the peristaltic motion of the bowels, being 
drawn, affected, and agitated with the sight of a dis- 
tressed or miserable object. Pity increases this mo- 
tion of the bowels, and produces considerable pain : 
hence onAayyvilouat, to have the bowels moved, signi- 
fies to feel pity or compassion at seeing the miseries 
of others. 

They fainted] Instead of exAedvuevor, fainted, all 
the best MSS., versions, and fathers, read EOKVAMEVOL, 
grieved and melancholy. Kypke says oxvadrew pro- 
perly signifies, to pluck off the hair, as persons do in 
extreme sorrow or distress. The margin says, They 
were tured and lay down. 

And were scattered abroad] Eppypevor, thrown 
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The copiousness of the harvest, 


A.M. 4031. 
AS D..27. 


toe ciples, +The harvest truly is plen- 
CCI. 3 
teous, but the labourers are few ; 


iLuke x. 2; John iv. 35. 


} 

down, or, all along. ‘Chey were utterly neglected as 
to the interests of their souls, and rejected by the proud 
and disdainful Pharisees. This people (oydoc, this 
mob) that knoweth not the law, is accursed, John vii. 
49. Thus those execrable men spoke of the souls 
that God had made, and of whom they should have 
been the instructers. 

Those teachers, in name, have left their successors 
behind them ; but, as in the days of Christ, so now, 
God has in his mercy rescued the flock out of the 
hands of those who only fed upon their flesh, and 
clothed themselves with their wool. The days in which 
aman was obliged to give his property to what was 
called tHE Church, for the salvation of his soul, Christ 
being left out of the question, are, thank God, nearly 
over and-gone. Jesus is the true Shepherd; without 
him there is nothing but fainting, fatigue, vexation, and 


dispersion. O that we may be led out and in by Ain, 
and find pasture ! 
Verse 37. The harvest] The souls who are ready 


to receive the truth are very numerous ; but the labour- 
ers are few. There are multitudes of scribes, Phari- 
sees, and priests, of reverend and right reverend men; 
but there are few that work. Jesus wishes for labour- 
ers, not gentlemen, who are either idle drones, or 
slaves to pleasure and sin, and nati consumere fruges 
“ Born to consume the produce of the soil.” 

It was customary with the Jews to call their rab- 
bins and students reapers ; and their work of instruction, 
the harvest. So in Idra Rabba, s.2. ‘The days 
are few ; the creditor is urgent ; the crier calls out in- 
cessantly ; and the reapers are few.” And in Pirkey 
Aboth: “ The day is short, the work great, the work- 
men idle, the reward abundant, and the master of the 
household is urgent.” In all worldly concerns, if there 
be the prospect of much gain, most men are willing 
enough to labour; but if it be to save their own souls, 
or the souls of others, what indolence, backwardness, 
and carelessness! While their adversary, the devil, is 
going about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour ; and a careless soul, and especially a careless 
minister is his especial prey. 

The place of the harvest is the whole earth: it sig- 
nifies little where a man works, provided it be by the 
appointment, in the Spirit, and with the dlessing of God. 

Verse 38. That he will send forth labourers] Ora¢ 
exBaran epyatac, that he would thrust forth labourers. 
Those who are fittest for the work are generally most 
backward to the employment. The man who is for- 
ward to become a preacher knows little of God, of hu- 
man nature, or of his own heart. It is God’s province 
to thrust out such preachers as shall labour ; and it is 
our duty to entreat him to do so. A minister of 
Christ is represented as a day-labourer: he comes into 
the harvest, not to become lord of it, not to live on 
the labour of others, but to work, and to labour his day. 
Though the work may be very severe, yet, to use a 
familiar expression, there is good wages in the harvest- 
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37 Then saith he unto his dis-] 


and the necessity of labourers. 


38 *Pray ye therefore the Lord A.M. 4031 


of the harvest, that he will send An, Olymp. 
forth labourers into his harvest. 


4031. 


k2 Thess. ii. 1. 


home; and the day, though hot, is but a short one. 
How earnestly should the flock of Christ pray to the 
good Shepherd to send them pastors after his own 
heart, who will feed them with knowledge, and who 
shall be the means of spreading the knowledge of his 
truth and the savour of his grace over the face of the 
whole earth ! 

The subject of fasting, already slightly noticed in 
the preceding notes, should be farther considered. 

In all countries, and under all religions, fasting has 
not only been considered a duty, but also of extraordi- 
nary virtue to procure blessings, and to avert evils. 
Hence it has often been practised with extraordinary 
rigour, and abused to the most superstitious purposes. 
There are ¢welve kinds of fasts among the Hindoos :— 

1. The person neither eats nor drinks for a day and 
night. This fast is indispensable, and occurs twenty- 
nine times in the year. 

2. The person fasts during the day, and eats at night. 

3. The person eats nothing but fruits, and drinks 
milk or water. 

4. He eats once during the day and night. 

5. Eats one particular kind of food during the day 
and night, but as often as he pleases. 

6. Called Chanderaym, which is, to eat on the first 
day, only one mouthful; two on the second ; and thus 
continue increasing one mouthful every day for a 
month, and then decreasing a mouthful every day, till 
he leaves off where he began. 

7. The person neither eats nor drinks for twelve days. 

8. Lasts twelve days: the first three days he eats 
a little once in the day; the next three, he eats only 
once in the night ; the next three, he eats nothing, un- 
less it be brought to him; and, during the last three 
days, he neither eats nor drinks. 

9. Lasts fifteen days. For three days and three 
nights, he eats only one handful at night; the next 
three days and nights, he eats one handful if it be 
brought him, if not, he takes nothing. Then he eats 
nothing for three days and three nights. The next 
three days and nights he takes only a handful of warm 
water each day. The next three days and nights he 
takes a handful of warm milk each day. 

10. For three days and nights he neither eats nor 
drinks. He lights a fire, and sits at a door where 
there enters a hot wind, which he draws in with his 
breath. 

11. Lasts fifteen days. Three days and three 
nights he eats nothing but leaves ; three days and three 
nights, nothing but the Indian fig ; three days and three 
nights, nothing but the seed of the lotus; three days 
and three nights, nothing but peepud leaves ; three days 
and three nights, the expressed juice of a particular 
kind of grass called doobah. 

12. Lasts a week. First day he eats milk; se- 
cond, milk-curds; third, ghee, i. e. clarified butter ; 
fourth, cow’s urine; fifth, cow’s dung; sixth, water , 
seventh, nothing. 
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During every kind of fast, the person sleeps on the 
ground, plays at no game, has no connection with wo- 
men, neither shaves nor anoints himself, and bestows 
alms each day.—AveeN Axpery, Vol. ill. p. 247-250. 
How much more simple and effectual is the way of 
salvation taught inthe Biste! But, because it is drwe, 
it is not credited by fallen man. 

Fastine is considered by the Mohammedans as an 
essential part of piety. Their orthodox divines term 
it the gate of religion. With them, it is of two kinds, 
voluntary and incumbent ; and is distinguished by the 
Mosluman doctors into three degrees: 1. The refrain- 
ing from every kind of nourishment or carnal indul- 
gence. 2. The restraining the various members from 
every thing which might excite sinful or corrupt de- 
sires. 3. The abstracting the mind wholly from 
worldly cares, and fixing it exclusively upon God. 
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disciples chosen. 


Their great annual fast is kept on the month Ramzan, 
or Ramadhan, beginning at the first new moon, and 
continuing until the appearance of the next; during 
which, it is required to abstain from every kind of 
nourishment from day-break till after sun-set of each 
day. From this observance none are excused but the 
sick, the aged, and children. This is properly the 
Mohammedan Lent. See Hepayau, prel. Dis. p. Lv. 
LVI. 

It is worthy of remark, that these children of the 
Bridegroom, the disciples, did not mourn, were exposed 
to no persecution, while the Bridegroom, the Lord Je- 
sus, was with them: but after he had been taken from 
them, by death and his ascension, they did fast and 
mourn ; they were exposed to all manner of hardships, 
persecutions, and even death itself, in some of its worst 
forms. 


CHAPTER: X. 


Jesus calls, commissions, and names Ms twelve disciples, 1-4. 
Mode of preaching, &c., 7-15. 


the objects of their ministry, 5, 6. 
cutions they would have to endure, and the support 


betraying his cause, in order to procure their personal safety, 26-39. 


Gives them particular instructions relative to 
Foretells the afflictions and perse- 
they should receive, 16-25. Cautions them against 
And gives especial promises to those 


who should assist his faithful servants in the execution of their work, 40—42. 


A. M. 4031. 
A. D. 27. 
An. Olymp. 

CCI. 3 


AND *when he had called unto 
him his twelve disciples, he 
a gave them power > against unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all man- 
ner of sickness and all manner of disease. 


aMark iii. 13, 14; vi. 7; Luke vi. 13; ix. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. X. 

Verse 1. Twelve disciples} Our Lord seems to 
have had the twelve patriarchs, heads of the congre- 
gation of Israel, in view, in his choosing twelve disci- 
ples. That he had the plan of the ancient Jewish 
Church in his eye is sufficiently evident from chap. xix. 
28; and from Luke x. 1; xxii. 30; John xvii. 1, &c., 
and Rey. xxi. 12-14. 

He gave them power against unclean spirits] The 
word kara, against, which our translators have supplied 
in Jtalic, is found in many MSS. of good note, and in 
the principal versions. Here we find the first call to 
the Christian ministry, and the end proposed by the 
commission given. ‘To call persons to the ministry 
belongs only to Him who can give them power to cast 
out unclean spirits. He whose ministry is not accom- 
panied with healing to diseased souls, was never called 
of God. But let it be observed, that, though the spi- 
ritual gifts requisite for the ministry must be supplied 
by God himself, yet this does not preclude the import- 
ance of human learning. No man can have his mind 
too well cultivated, to whom a dispensation of the Gos- 
pel is committed. The influence of the Spirit of God 
was no more designed to render human learning use- 
less, than that learning should be considered as super- 
seding the necessity of Divine inspiration. 

Verse 2. Apostles] This is the first place where 
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2 Now the names of the twelve Set 
apostles are these: The first, Simon, An. Oly mp! 
° who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and 


John his brother ; 


b Or, over. ¢ John i. 42. 


the word is used. Amocodoc, an apostle, comes from 
arocehAw, I send a message. The word was anciently 
used to signify a person commissioned by a king to 
negotiate any affair between him and any other power 
or people. Hence amocoAc: and xypuxec, apostles and 
heralds, are of the same import in Herodotus. See 
the remarks at the end of chap. iii. 

It is worthy of notice, that those who were Christ’s 
apostles were first his disciples ; to intimate, that men 
must be first taught of God, before they be sent of 
God. Jesus Christ never made an apostle of any man 
who was not first his scholar or disciple. These twelve 
apostles were chosen: 1. That they might be with 
our Lord, to see and witness his miracles, and hear his 
doctrine. 2. That they might bear testimony of the 
former, and preach his truth to mankind. 

The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother; &c.] We are not to suppose that the 
word tpwroc, first, refers to any kind of dignity, as 
some have imagined; it merely signifies the first in 
order—the person first mentioned. A pious man re- 
marks: “God here unites by grace those who were 
before united by nature.” Though nature cannot be 
deemed a step towards grace, yet it is not to be con- 
sidered as always a hinderance to it. Happy the bro- 
thers who are joint envoys of Heaven, and the parents 
who have two or more children employed as ambassa- 


Their names 


pen “31. 3 Philip, and Bartholomew ; 


An. Olymp. ‘Thomas, and Matthew the publi- 
CCL. 3. 
can; James the son of Alpheus, 
and Lebbeus, whose surname was Thad- 
deus ; 
4 4Simon the Canaanite, and Judas ¢ Isca- 
riot, who also betrayed him. 
5 | These twelve Jesus sent forth, and 


4 Luke vi. 15; Actsi. 13. € John xiii. 26. 
& See 2 Kings xvii. 24; John iv. 9, 20. 


Chap. iv. 15. 
h Chap. xv. 24; Acts 


dors for God! But this is a very rare case; and fa- 
mily compacts in the work of the ministry are dan- 
gerous and should be avoided. 

Verse 3. Bartholomew| Many are of opinion that 
this was Nathanael, mentioned John i. 46, whose name 
was probably Nathanael bar Talmai, Nathanael, the 
son of Talmai: here, his own name is repressed, and 
he is called Bar Talmai, or Bartholomew, from his 
Sather. 

Matthew the publican} he writer of this history. 
See the preface. 

James the son of Alpheus] This person was also 
called Cleopas, or Clopas, Luke xxiv. 18; John xix. 
25. He had married Mary, sister to the blessed Vir- 
gin, John xix. 25. 

Verse 4. Stmon] He was third son of Alpheus, and 
brother of James and Jude, or Judas, Matt. xiii. 55. 

The Canaanite] This word is not put here to sig- 
nify a particular people, as it is elsewhere used in the 
Sacred Writings; but it is formed from the Hebrew 
sip kana, which signifies zealous, literally translated 
by Luke, chap. vi. 15, (jAwrne, zelotes, or the zealous, 
probably from his great fervency in preaching the Gos- 
pel of his Master. But see Luke vi. 15. 

Judas Iscariot} Probably from the Hebrew wx 
AMP ssh kerioth, a man of Kerioth, which was a city 
in the tribe of Judah, Josh. xv. 25, where it is likely 
this man was born. 

As N1DW® iscara, signifies the guinsy, or strangula- 
tion, and Judas hanged himself after he had betrayed 
our Lord, Dr. Lightfoot seems inclined to believe that 
he had his name from this circumstance, and that it 
was not given him till after his death. 

Who also betrayed him] Rather, even he who be- 
trayed him, or delivered him up ; for so, I think, o kac 
mapadove avrov should be translated. The common 
translation, who aLso betrayed him, is very exception- 
able, as it seems to imply, he was betrayed by some 
others, as well as by Judas. 

Verse 5. These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded] To be properly qualified for a minister of 
Christ, a man must be, 1. filled with the spirit of ho- 
liness; 2. called to this particular work ; 3. instruct- 
ed in its nature, é&c.; and, 4. commissioned to go 
forth, and testify the Gospel of the grace of God. 
These are four different gifts which a man must re- 
ceive from God by Christ Jesus. To these let him 
add all the human qualifications he ean possibly attain ; 
as in his arduous work he will require every gift and 
every grace. 

Go not into the way of the Gentiles] Our Lord 
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CHAP. X. 


and commission. 


commanded them, saying, ‘ Go not a 
into the way of the Gentiles, and An. Olymp. 
Cl3. 

into any city of *the Samaritans 
enter ye not: 

6 > But go rather to the ‘lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 

7 * And as ye go, preach, saying, ! The king- 
dom of heaven is at hand. 


xii. 46.—‘Isa. liii. 6; Jer. 1. 6,17; Ezek. xxxiv. 5, 6, 16; 
1 Pet. 11. 25——* Luke ix. 2. ! Chap. ii, 2; iv. 17; Luke x. 9. 


only intended that the first offers of salvation should 
be made to the Jewish people; and that the heathen 
should not be noticed in this first mission, that no 
stumbling-block might be cast in the way of the Jews. 

Into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not] The 
Samaritans had afterwards the Gospel preached to them 
by Christ himself, John iv. 4, &c., for the reason as- 
signed above. Such as God seems at first to pass by 
are often those for whom he has designed his greatest 


| benefits, (witness the Samaritans, and the Gentiles in 


general,) but he has his own proper time to discover 
and reveal them. 

The history of the Samaritans is sufficiently known 
from the Old Testament. Properly speaking, the in- 
habitants of the city of Samaria should be termed Sa- 
maritans; but this epithet belongs chiefly to the people 
sent into that part of the promised land by Salmanezer, 
king of Assyria, in the year of the world 3283, when 
he carried the Israelites that dwelt there captives be- 
yond the Euphrates, and sent a mixed people, princi 
pally Cuthites, to dwell in their place. These were 
altogether heathens at first; but they afterwards in- 
corporated the worship of the true God with that of 
their idols. See the whole account, 2 Kings xvii. 5, 
&c. From this time they feared Jehovah, and served 
other gods till after the Babylonish captivity. From 
Alexander the Great, Sanballat, their governor, obtain 
ed permission to build a temple upon Mount Gerizim, 
which the Jews conceiving to be in opposition to their 
temple at Jerusalem, hated them with a perfect hatred, 
and would have no fellowship with them. The Sa- 
maritans acknowledge the Divine authority of the law 
of Moses, and carefully preserve it in their own cha- 
racters, which are probably the genuine ancient He- 
brew; the character which is now called Hebrew being 
that of the Chaldeans. The Samaritan Pentateuch is 
printed in the London Polyglott, and is an undeniable 
record. A poor remnant of this people is found still 
at Naplouse, the ancient Shechem; but they exist in a 
state of very great poverty and distress, and probably 
will soon become extinct. 

Verse 6. But go rather to the lost sheep, &c.]| The 
Jewish Church was the ancient fold of God; but the 
sheep had wandered from their Shepherd, and were 
lost. Our blessed Lord sends these under-shepherds 
to seek, find, and bring them back to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of their souls. 

Verse 7. And as ye go, preach] 
knpvocete, and as you proceed, proclaim like heralds— 
make this proclamation wherever ye go, and while ye 
are journeying. Preach and travel; and, as ye travel, 
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The apostles were to provide 
A. M. 4031. 


GED 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the 
An. Olymp. lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
AYE. devils: m freely ye have received, 
freely give. 

9 »Provide °neither gold, nor silver, nor 
P brass in your purses, : 


n} Sam. ix. 7; Mark vi. 8; Luke ix. 3; 


m Acts vill. 18, 20. 
: © Or, Get. 


x, 4; xxi. 35. 


EEE 


preach—proclaim salvation to all youmeet. Wherever 
the ministers of Christ go, they find lost, ruined souls ; 
and, wherever they find them, they should proclaim 
Jesus, and his power to save. Jor an explanation of 
the word proclaim or preach, see on chap. iil. 1. 

From this commission we learn what the grand 
subject of apostolic preaching was—TuHE KINGDOM oF 
HEAVEN Is AT HAND! ‘This was the great message. 
“They preached,” says Quesnel, “to establish the 
faith ; the kingdom, to animate the hope; of heaven, 
to inspire the love of heavenly things, and the con- 
tempt of earthly; which zs at hand, that men may 
prepare for it without delay.” 

Verse 8. Raise the dead) This is wanting in the 
MSS. marked EKLMS of Griesbach, and in those 
marked BHV of Mathai, and in upwards of one hun- 
dred others. It is also wanting in the Syriac, (Vienna 
edition,) latter Persic, Sahidic, Armenian, Sclavonic, 
and in one copy of the Jtala; also in Athanasius, 
Basil, and Chrysostom. ‘There is no evidence that 
the disciples raised any dead person previously to the 
resurrection of Christ. The words should certainly 
be omitted, unless we could suppose that the authority 
now given respected not only their present mission, 
but comprehended also their future conduct. But that 
our blessed Lord did not give this power to his dis- 
ciples at this tume, is, | think, pretty evident from verse 
1, and from Luke ix. 6, 10; x. 19, 20, where, if any 
such power had heen given, or exercised, it would 
doubtless have been mentioned. Wetstein has reject- 
ed it, and so did Griesbach in his first edition; but in 
the second (1796) he has left it in the text, with a 
note of doubtfulness. 

Freely ye have received, freely give.] A rule very 
necessary, and of great extent. A minister or labowr- 
er in the Gospel vineyard, though worthy of his com- 
fortable support while in the work, should neyer preach 
for hire, or make a secular traffic of a spiritual work. 
What a scandal is it for a man to traffic with gifts 
which he pretends, at least, to have received from the 
Holy Ghost, of which he is not the master, but the dis- 
penser, He who preaches to get a living, or to make 
a fortune, is guilty of the most infamous sacrilege. 

Verse 9. Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, 
m your purses} Eucg tag Swvac ULV, IN YOur GIRDLES. 
It is supposed that the people of the east carry their 
money in a fold of their girdles. ‘This is scarcely 
correct : they carry it in a purse in their bosom, under 
ther girdles. This I have often observed. 

In a thousand instances an apostolic preacher, who 
goes to the wilderness to seek the lost sheep, will be 
exposed to hunger and cold, and other inconveniences ; 
he must therefore resign himself to God, depending on 
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nothing for their journey. 


10 Nor scrip for your journey, 4,™, 43). 


neither two coats, neither shoes, nor An, ‘Olyrabs 
yet staves: ‘for the workman 1s 
worthy of his meat. 

11 *And into whatsoever city or town 
ye shall enter, inquire who in it is wor- 


-r Luke x. 7; 1 Cor. ix. 7, &e.° 


P See Mark vi. 8——14 Gr. a staff. 
s Luke x. 8. 


Pf Tim? yr18! 


his providence for the necessaries of life. If God have 
sent him, he is bound to support him, and w/l do it: 
anxiety therefore, in him, is a double crime, as it in- 
sinuates a bad opinion of the Master who has employed 
him. Every missionary should make himself master 
of this subject. 

Have no money in your purse, is a command, obe- 
dience to which was secured by the narrow circum- 
stances of most of the primitive genuine preachers of 
the Gospel. Whole herds of friars mendicants have 
professed the same principle, and abandoned themselves 
to voluntary poverty ; but if the money be in the heart 
it is a worse evil. In the former case, it may be a 
temptation to sin; in the latter, it must be ruinous. 

Verse 10. Nor scrip for your journey] To carry 
provisions. This was called 2°17 tormil, by the 
rabbins; it was a leathern pouch hung about their 
necks, in which they put their victuals. This was 
properly, the shepherd’s bag. 

Neither two coats, &c.| Nothing to encumber you 

Nor yet staves] PaGdor, a staff, as in the margin, 
but, instead of paSdov, staff, which is the common read- 
ing, all the following MSS. and versions have pafdouc, 
staves, and CEFGKLMPS. V. ninety-three others, 
Coptic, Armenian, latter Syriac, one of the Itala, 
Chrysostom, and Theophylact. 'This reading is of 
great importance, as it reconciles this place with Luke 
ix. 3, and removes the seeming contradiction from 
Mark vi. 8; as if he had said: “ Ye shall take no- 
thing to defend yourselves with, because ye are the 
servants of the Lord, and are to be supported by his 
bounty, and defended by his power. In a word, be 
like men in haste, and eager to begin the important 
work of the ministry. The sheep are lost—ruined : 
Satan is devouring them: give all diligence to pluck 
them out of the jaws of the destroyer.” 

The workman is worthy of his meat.] Tne tpodye 
avrov, of his maintenance. It is a maintenance, and 
that only, which a minister of God is to expect, and 
that he has a Divine right to; but not to make a for- 
tune, or lay up wealth: besides, it is the workman, he 
that /abours in the word and doctrine, that is to get 
even this. How contrary to Christ is it for a man to 
have vast revenues, as a minister of the Gospel, who 
ministers no Gospel, and who spends the revenues of 
the Church to its disgrace and ruin! 

Verse 11. Into whatsoever city or town ye shail 
enter] In the commencement of Christianity, Christ 
and his preachers were all itinerant. 

Inquire who init is worthy] 'That is, of a good cha- 
racter ; for a preacher of the Gospel should be careful 
of his reputation, and lodge only with those who are 
of a regular life. 
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py. thy; and there abide till ye go 
An. Olymp. thence. 

12 And when ye come into a 
house, salute it. 

13 ‘And if the house be worthy, let your 
peace come upon it: “but if it be not worthy, 
let your peace return to you. : 

14 * And whosoever shall not receive you, 
nor hear your words, when ye depart out of 


A. M. 4031, 
Ae DS 27. 


t Luke x. 5. 


u Psa. xxxv. 13.—V Mark vi. 11; Luke ix. 5; 
oe ROSE ill 


w Neh. v. 13; Acts xiii. 51; xviii. 6. 
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themselves in their preaching. 
that house or city, * shake off the 4,M 4031. 
dust of your feet. An, Olymp. 

15 Verily I say unto you, *It shall ———~— 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, in the day of judgment, than for 
that city. 

16 4 ¥ Behold, I send you forth as sheep ir 
the midst of wolves: *be ye therefore wise 
as serpents, and * harmless ” as doves. 


x Chap. xi. 22, 24. Luke x. 3.——z Rom. xvi. 19 ; Eph. v. 15. 
@1 Cor. xiv. 20; Phil, ii, 15.— Or, simple. 


There abide till ye go thence.}_ Go not about from 
house to house, Luke x. 7. Acting contrary to this 
precept has often brought a great disgrace on the Gos- 
pel of God. Stay in your own lodging as much as 
possible, that you may have time for prayer and study. 
Seldom frequent the tables of the rich and great; if 
you do, it will unavoidably prove a snare to you. The 
unction of God will perish from your mind, and your 
preaching be only a dry barren repetition of old things; 
the bread of God in your hands will be like the dry, 
mouldy, Gibeonitish crusts, mentioned Josh. ix. 5. 
He who knows the value of time, and will redeem it 
from useless chit-chat, and trifling visits, will find 
enough for all the purposes of his own salvation, the 
cultivation of his mind, and the work of the ministry. 
He to wnom time is not precious, and wno iives not 
by rule, never finds time sufficient for any thing—is 
always embarrassed—always in a hurry, and never 
capable of bringing one good purpose to proper effect. 

Verse 12. Salute it] Aeyovtec, eipnvy ev Tw oLko 
Tovtw, saying, “ Peace be to this house.” 'This clause, 
which, as explanatory of the word acracaofe, is neces- 
sary to the connection in which it now stands, is added, 
by the MSS. D and L, and forty-three others, the Ar- 
menian, Ethiopic, Slavonic, Saxon, Vulgate, all the 
copies of the old Itala, Theophylact, and Hilary. The 
clause is also found in several modern versions. The 
modern Greek has Aeyovtec’ erpnvn elg¢ TO OKNTTL ToOUTO. 
The Italian, by Matthew, of Erberg, and of Diodati, 
renders it thus: Pace sia a qwesta casa. Peace be to 
this house. 

It is found also in Wickliff, and in my old MS. 
Sevinge, pees be to this ous. Some suppose it is an 
addition taken from Luke ; but there is nearly as much 
reason to believe he took it from Matthew. 

Peace, now, among the Hebrews, had a very ex- 
tensive meaning :— it comprehended all blessings, spirit- 
ual and temporal. Hence that saying of the rabbins, 
42 mdvdD mDII7 Saw ovow y7a Gadal shalom, shecol 
haberacoth culoloth bo. Great is PEACE, for all 
other blessings are comprehended in it. To wish 
peace to a family, in the name and by the authority 
of Christ, was in effect a positive promise, on the 
Lord’s side, of all the good implied in the wish. This 
was paying largely even beforehand. Whoever re- 
ceives the messengers of God into his house confers 
the highest honour upon Azmself, and not upon the 
preacher, whose honour is from God, and who comes 
with the blessings of life eternal to that man and his 
family who receives him. 
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In India, it is customary for a way-faring man, 
when night draws on, to enter a house, and simply 
say, “ Sir, I am a guest with you this night.” If the 
owner cannot lodge him, he makes an apology, and 
the traveller proceeds to another house. 

Verse 13. Jf that house be worthy] If that family 
be proper for a preacher to lodge in, and the master 
be ready to embrace the message of salvation. 

Your peace| ‘The blessings you have prayed for 
shall come upon the family: God will prosper them 
in their bodies, souls, and substance. 

But if it be not worthy] As above explained. 

Let your peace| The blessings prayed for, return 
to you. TUpog ywag ericpagyto, it shall turn back upon 
yourselves. They shall get nothing, and you shall 
have an increase. 

The trials, disappointments, insults, and wants of 
the followers of Christ become, in the hand of the all- 
wise God, subservient to their best interests: hence, 
nothing can happen to them without their deriving 
profit from it, unless it be their own fault. 

Verse 14. Shake off the dust of your feet.| The 
Jews considered themselves defiled by the dust of a 
heathen country, which was represented by the pro- 
phets as a polluted land, Amos vii. 7, when compared 
with the land of Israel, which was considered as a holy 
land, Wzek. xlv. 1; therefore, to shake the dust of any 
city of Israel from off one’s clothes or feet was an 
emblematical action, signifying a renunciation of all 
farther connection with them, and placing them on a 
level with the cities of the Heathen. See Amos ix. 7. 

Verse 15. In the day of judgment] Or, punishment, 
—xpicewc. Perhaps not meaning the day of general 
judgment, nor the day of the destruction of the Jewish 
state by the Romans; but a day in which God should 
send punishment on that particular city, or on that 
person, for their crimes. ‘So the day of judgment of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, was the time in which the 
Lord destroyed them by fire and brimstone, from the 
Lord out of heaven. 

If men are thus treated for not receiving the 
preachers of the Gospel, what will it be to despise the 
Gospel itsel{—to decry it—to preach the contrary— 
to hinder the preaching of it—to abuse those who do 
preach it in its purity—or to render it fruitless by 
calumnies and liest Their punishment, our Lord in- 
timates, shall be greater than that inflicted on the 
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah ! 

Verse 16. Behold, I send you forth as sheep m the 
midst of wolves} He who is called to preach the 
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The apostles forewarned 


th me: 17 But beware of men: for ° they 
An, Olymp. will deliver you up to the councils, 


and ¢ they will scourge you in their 
synagogues : 


ST. MATTHEW. 


of approaching persecution. 


18 And ¢*ye shall be brought a 


before governors and kings for my Any Clyne 
sake, for a testimony against them 
and the Gentiles. 


¢ Chap. xxiv. 9; Mark xii. 9; Luke xii. 115 xxi. 12. 


4 Acts v. 40. e Acts xii. 1; xxiv.10; xxv. 7, 23; 2'Tim. iv. 16. 


Gospel is called to embrace a state of constant 
labour, and frequent suffering. He who gets ease 
and pleasure, in consequence of embracing the minis- 
terial office, neither preaches the Gospel, nor is sent 
of God. Ifhe did the work of an evangelist, wicked 
men and demons would both oppose him. 

Wise (¢povimot prudent) as serpents, and harmless 
as doves.| This is a proverbial saying: so in S/ur 
hashirim Rabba, fol. 16, ‘The holy blessed God said 
to the Israelites, Ye shall be towards me as upright 
as the doves ; but, towards the Gentiles, as cunning as 
serpents.” 

There is a beauty in this saying which is seldom 
observed. The serpent is represented as prudent to 
excess, being full of cunning, Gen. 11. 1; 2 Cor. xi. 3; 
and the dove is simple, even to stupidity, Hos. vii. 
11; but Jesus Christ corrects here the cunning of the 
serpent, by the swmplicity of the dove; and the too 
great sunplicity of the dove, by the cunning of the 
serpent. Yor a fine illustration of this text, see the 
account of the Boiga :-— 

“This species is remarkaply beautiful, compining 
the richest colours of the finest gems with the 
splendour of burnished gold, mingled with dark brown 
shades, which contrast and heighten its brilliant or- 
naments. The whole under surface of the head and 
body is of a silver white, separated from the chang- 
ing blue of the back by a golden chain on each side, 
the whole length of the body. This fine blue and 
silver, ornamented with gold, by no means give a full 
idea of the beautiful embroidery of the boiga. We 
must take in all the reflected tints of silver colour, 
golden yellow, red, blue, green, and black, mingled, 
and changing in the most extraordinary and beautiful 
manner possible; so that, when about to change its 
skin, it seems studded with a mixed assemblage of dia- 
monds, emeralds, topazes, sapphires, and rubies, under 
a thm transparent veil of bluish crystal. Thus, in 
the rich and torrid plains of India, where the most 
splendid gems abound, nature seems to have chosen 
to reunite them all, together with the noble metals, 
to adorn the brilliant robe of the boiga. This is one 
of the most slender of serpents in proportion to its 
length. The specimens in the royal collection, which 
exceed three feet in length, are hardly a few lines in 
diameter. The tail is almost as long as the body, 
and at the end is like a needle for fineness ; yet it is 
sometimes flattened above, below, and on the two 
sides, rendering it in some measure square. From 
the delicacy of its form, its movements are neces- 
sarily extremely agile; so that, doubling itself up 
several times, it can spring to a considerable distance, 
with great swiftness. It can twine and twist itself, 
most readily, and nimbly, around trees or other such 
bodies; climbing, or descending, or suspending itself, 
with the utmost facility. The boiga feeds on small 
birds, which it swallows very easily, notwithstanding 
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the small diameter of its body, in consequence of the 
great distensibility of its jaws, throat, and’ stomach, 
common to it with other serpents. It conceals itself 
under the foliage of trees, on purpose to surprise the 
small birds, and is said to attract them by a peculiar 
kind of whistling, to which the term of song has been 
applied; but we must consider this as an exaggera- 
tion, as its long divided tongue, and the conforma- 
tion of its other organs of sound, are only adapted 
for producing a hiss, or species of simple whistle, in- 
stead of forming a melodious assemblage of tones. 
Yet, if nature has not reckoned the boiga among the 
songsters of the woods, it seems to possess a more 
perfect instinct than other serpents, jomed to more 
agile movements, and more magnificent ornament. 
In the isle of Borneo, the children play with the 
boiga, without the smallest dread. They carry it in 
their hands, as innocent as themselves, and twist it 
about their necks, arms, and bodies, in a thousand 
direcnons. ‘This circumstance brings to recollection 
that fine emblem of Candour and Confidence ima- 
gined by the genius of the anciénts: a child smiling 
on a snake, which holds him fast in his convolutions. 
But, in that beautiful allegory, the snake is supposed 
to conceal a deadly poison; while the boiga returns 
caress for caress to the Indian children who fondle 
it, and seems pleased to be twisted about their deli- 
cate hands. As the appearance of such nimble and 
innocent animals in the forests must be extremely 
beautiful, displaying their splendid colours, and 
gliding swiftly from branch to branch, without pos- 
sessing the smallest noxious quality, we might regret 
that this species should require a degree of heat 
greatly superior to that of our regions, and that it 
can only subsist near the tropics, in Asia, Africa, and 
America. It has usually a hundred and sixty-six 
large plates, and a hundred and twenty-eight pairs 
of small plates, but is subject to considerable variation. 

* According to this representation, the boiga is not 
merely to be praised for its beauty, but may be said 
to fulfil the old maxim of combining the wisdom of the 
serpent with the harmlessness of the dove.” Cepede’s 
Hist. of Oviparous Quadrupeds and Serpents. 

Instead of axepacoc, harmless, or as the Etymol. Mag. 
defines it, without mixture of evil, the Cod. Beze 
reads amAovararot, simple—uncompounded,—so all the 
copies of the old Jtala, the Vulgate, and the Latin 
fathers ; but this curious and explanatory reading is 
found in no other Greek MS. 

Verse 17. But beware of men] Or, be on your 
guard against men, Tov avOpwrwv THESE men; i. e. 
your countrymen; those from whom you might have 
reasonably expected comfort and support; and es- 
pecially those in power, who will abuse that power to 
oppress you. 

Councils] Svvedpia, sanhedrins and synagogues 
See on chap. v. 22. “ By synagogues we may under- 


Durections for confidence 


ae ee 19 ‘But when they deliver you 


Ap Cyne up, take no thought how or what 
—— ye shall speak: for *it shall be 
given you in that same hour, what ye shall 
speak : 
20 » For it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
21 And the brother shall deliver up the 
brother to death, and the father the child : and 
the children shall rise up against their parents, 


_ f Mark xiii. 11, 12, 13; Luke xii. 115; xxi. 14, 15. & Exod. 
tv. 12; Jer. i. 7——b 2 Sam. xxiii.2; Acts iv.8; vi.10; 2'Tim. 
iv. 17. i Mic. vil. 6; ver. 35, 36; Luke xxi. 16. 


stand here, not the places of public worship, but as- 
semblies where three magistrates, chosen out of the 
principal members of the synagogue, presided to 
adjust differences among the people: these had power, 
in certain cases, to condemn to the scourge, but not to 
death. See Acts xxii. 19; 2 Cor. xi. 24, compa- 
red with Luke xii. 11.” See Lightfoot. 

Verse 18. Ye shall be brought before governors, &c.] 
“This affords a striking proof of the prescience of 
Christ. Who could have thought, at that time, that 
these despised and illiterate men could excite so much 
attention, and be called upon to apologize for the pro- 
fession of their faith before the tribunals of the most 
illustrious personages of the earth?” Wakefield. 

By governors and kings we may understand, the 
Roman proconsuls, governors of provinces, and the 
kings who were tributary to the Roman government, 
and the emperors themselves, before whom many of 
the primitive Christians were brought. 

For a testimony against them and the Gentiles.) 
That is, to render testimony, both to Jews and Gen- 
tiles, of the truth and power of my Gospel. 

Verse 19. Take no thought how or what ye shall 
speak] My pepiivncete—Be not anxiously careful, 
because such anxiety argues distrust in God, and in- 
fallibly produces a confused mind. In such a state, 
no person is fit to proclaim or vindicate the truth. 
This promise, Jt shall be given you, &c., banishes all 
distrust and inquietude on dangerous occasions; but 
without encouraging sloth and negligence, and with- 
out dispensing with the obligation we are under to 
prepare ourselves by the meditation of sacred truths, 
by the study of the Holy Scriptures, and by prayer. 

It shall be given you in that same hour what] This 
clause is wanting inthe MSS. D and L, and several 
others, some versions, and several of the fathers; but 
it is found in Mark xiii. 11, without any various read- 
ing; and in substance in Luke xi. 13. 

Verse 20. For it is—the Spirit of your Father, 
&c.] This was an extraordinary promise, and was 
literally fulfilled to those first preachers of the Gospel; 
and to them it was essentially necessary, because the 
New Testament dispensation was to be fully opened 
by their extraordinary inspiration. Ina certain mea- 
sure, it may be truly said, that the Holy Spirit ani- 
mates the true disciples of Christ, and enables them 
to speak. The Head speaks in his members, by his 
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CHAP. X. 


wn God in their trials. 

A. M. 403, 

and cause them to be put to 4,M 403, 

death. An. Olymp. 
CCL3. 


22 And * ye shall be hated of al] ———~ — 
men for my names sake: ! but he that endv : 
eth to the end shall be saved. 

23 But ™when they persecute you in this 
city, flee ye into another: for verily I say 
unto you, Ye shall not "have gone over the 
cities of Israel, ° till the Son of man he 


come. 
« Luke xxi. 17. Dan. xii. 12, 13 ; chap. xxiv. 13; Mark xiii. 
13. m Chap. ii. 13; iv. 12; xii. 15; Acts viii. 1; ix. 25; xiv. 6. 


» Or, end, or, finish. 


© Chap. xvi. 28. 


Spirit ; and it is the province of the Spirit of God to 
speak for God. Neither surprise, defect of talents, 
nor even ignorance itself, could hurt the cause of God, 
in the primitive times, when the hearts and minds of 
those Divine men were influenced by the Holy Spirit. 

Your Father] ‘This is added to excite and increase 
their confidence in God. ‘ 

Verse 21. And the brother shall deliver up the 
brother, &c.| What an astonishing enmity is there 
in the soul of man against God and goodness! That 
men should think they did God service, in putting to 
death those who differ from them in their political or 
religious creed, is a thing that cannot be accounted for 
but on the principle of an indescribable depravity. 


O shame to men! devil with devil damn’d 
Firm concord holds, men only disagree 
Of creatures rational; though under hope 
Of heavenly grace ; and, God proclaiming peace, 
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife 
Among themselves, and levy cruel wars, 
Wasting the earth, each other to destroy ! 
Par. Lost, b. ii. 1. 496. 


Verse 22. Ye shall be hated of all men for my 
name’s sake| Because ye are attached to me, and 
saved from the corruption that is in the world; there- 
fore the world will hate you. “The laws of Christ 
condemn a vicious world, and gall it to revenge.” 

He that endureth to the end shall be saved] He 
who holds fast faith and a good conscience to the end, 
till the punishment threatened against this wicked 
people be poured out, he shall be saved, preserved 
from the destruction that shall fall upon the workers 
of iniquity. This verse is commonly understood to 
refer to the destruction of Jerusalem. It is also true 
that they who do not hold fast faith and a good con- 
science till death have no room to hope for an admis- 
sion into the kingdom of God. 

Verse 23. But when they persecute you] It is 
prudence and humility (when charity or righteousness 


obliges us not to the contrary) to avoid persecution. 


To deprive those who are disposed to do evil of the 

opportunities of doing it; to convey the grace which 

they despise to others; to accomplish God’s designs 

of justice on the former, and of mercy on the latter, 

are consequences of the flight of a persecuted preach- 

er. This flight is a precept to those who are highly 
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The disciple is not 


A. M. 4031. p iecinlen 
M4031. 24» The disciple is not above his 


An. Olymp. master, nor the servant above his 


CCL.3. 
eS EE | Site 


25 It is enough for the disciple that he be 


pLuke vi. 40; John xiii. 16; xv. 20.—9 Chap. xil. 24; 


necessary to the Church of Christ, an advice to those 
who might imprudently draw upon themselves perse- 
cution, and of indulgence for those who are weak.— 
But this flight is highly criminal in those mercenary 
preachers who, through love to their flesh and their 
property, abandon the flock of Christ to the wolf. See 
Quesnel. 

In this city, flee ye into another] There is a re- 
markable repetition of this clause found in the MSS. 
DL and eight others; the Armenian, Saxon, all the 
Itala except three; Athan., Theodor., Tertul., Au- 
gust., Ambr., Hilar., and Juwencus. Bengel, in his 
gnomon, approves of this reading. On the above au- 
thorities Griesbach has inserted it in the text. It 
probably made a portion of this Gospel as written by 
Matthew. The verse in the MSS. is as follows :— 
But when they shall persecute you in this city, flee 
ye into another; and if they persecute in the other, 
flee ye unto another. 

Ye shall not have gone over (ended or finished, 
margin) the cities, &c.] The word redeonre here is 
generally understood as implying to go over or through, 
intimating that there should not be time for the dis- 
ciples to travel over the cities of Judea before the de- 
struction predicted by Christ should take place. But 
this is very far from being the truth, as there were 
not less than forty years after this was spoken, before 
Jerusalem was destroyed : reAewy kar pavOavaytoy are 
used by the Septuagint, 1 Chron. xxv. 8, for those who 
teach and those who learn. And Tote Tedevotc is used 
by the apostle, 1 Cor. ii. 6, for those who are per- 
fectly instructed in the things of God. Ovid has 
used the Latin perficio, which answers to the Greek 
teletow in exactly the same sense. 


Phillyrides puerum cithard perfecit Achillem. 


“Chiron Tauent the young Achilles to play on the 
harp.” For these reasons some contend that the pas- 
sage should be translated, Ye shall not have 1nstRucT- 
ED, i. e. preached the Gospel in the cities of Israel, 
tall the Son of man be come. 'The Greek divines call 
haptism TeAewore or initiation. See Leigh. Crit. sacr. 
Fidit. Amst. p. 326, 328. 

Dr. Lightfoot supposes the meaning to be: “ Ye 
shall not have travelled over the cities of Israel, preach- 
ing the Gospel, before the Son of man is revealed by 
his resurrection, Rom. i. 4; compare Acts iii. 19, 20, 
and v. 26. To you first, God, raising up his Son, 
sent him to bless you, &c. The epoch of the Messiah 
is dated from the resurrection of Christ.” After all, 
the place may be understood literally ; for rede tac 
moAecc, to finish the cities, is only a concise mode of 
speech, for tedevy odov dia tag moderc, to complete the 
journey through the cities. To finish the survey, to 
preach in every one :—tzl the Son of man be come, 
may refer either to the outpouring of the Spirit on the 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


above his master. 


as his master, and the servant as his 4, ™ 403) 


lord. If 4 they have called the mas- An. Cues 
ter of the house * Beelzebub, how ee 
much more shall they call them of his household? 


t Gr. Beelzebul. 


Mark iii. 22; Luke xi. 15; John viii. 48, 52. 


day of pentecost, or to the subversion of the Jewish 
state. See Rosenmuller. 

Verse 24. The disciple is not above his master] 
Or in plainer terms, A scholar is not above his teacher. 
The saying itself requires no comment, its truth and 
reasonableness are self-evident, but to the spirit and 
design we should carefully attend. Jesus is the great 
teacher: we profess to be his scholars. He who keeps 
the above saying in his heart will never complain of 
what he suffers. How many irregular thoughts and 
affections is this maxim capable of restraming! A 
man is not a scholar of Christ unless he learn his doc- 
trine; and he does not learn it as he ought unless he 
put it in practice. 

Verse 25. It is enough for the disciple that he be 
as his master] Can any man who pretends to be a 
scholar or disciple of Jesus Christ, expect to be treated 
well by the world? Will not the world love its own, 
and them only? Why, then, so much impatience 
under sufferings, such an excessive sense of injuries, 
such delicacy? Can you expect any thing from the 
world better than you receive? If you want the ho- 
nour that comes from it, abandon Jesus Christ, and it 
will again receive you into its bosom. but you will, 
no doubt, count the cost before you do this. Take 
the converse, abandon the love of the world, &c., and 
God will receive you. 

Beelzebub| This name is variously written in the 
MSS. Beelzeboul, Beelzeboun, Beelzebud, but there is 
a vast majority in favour of the reading Beelzebul, 
which should, by all means, be inserted in the text in- 
stead of Beelzebub. See the reasons below, and see 
the margin. 

It is supposed that this idol was the same with >ya 
1)31 Baalzebub the god fly, worshipped at Ekron, 
2 Kings i. 2, &c., who had his name changed after- 
wards by the Jews to 5)a1 5y2 Baal zebul, the dung 
god, a title expressive of the utmost contempt. It 
seems probable that the worship of this vile idol con- 
tinued even to the time of our Lord; and the title, 
being applied by the Jews to our blessed Lord, af- 
fords the strongest proof of the inveteracy of their 
malice. 

Dr. Lightfoot has some useful observations on this 
subject, which I shall take the liberty to subjoin. 

“ For the searching out the sense of this horrid blas- 
phemy, these things are worthy observing. 

“JT. Among the Jews it was held, in a manner, 
for a matter of religion, to reproach idols, and to give 
them odious names. R. Akibah saith, Idolatry pol- 
lutes, as it is said, Thou shalt cast away the (idol) 
as something that is abominable, and thou shalt say 
to it, Get thee hence. (Esaias xxx. 22.) R. Lazar 
saith, Thou shalt say to it, Get thee hence: that which 
they call the face of God, let them call the face of a 
dog. That which they call DID ty ein cos, the FouUN- 
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We should fear God 


A.M. 4031. 26 Fear them not therefore : * for 


An Oly. there is nothing covered that shall 
not be revealed; and hid that shall 

not be known. 
27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak 
ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, 


§ Mark iv. 22; Luke viii. 17; xii. 2, 3. 


TAIN OF A cup, let them call ia Ty ein kuts, the 
FOUNTAIN OF ToIL (or of Asis): That which they 
call 79} gediyah, rorrunr, let them call 3") geliya, 
a sTINK, We. That town which sometimes was elles 
Bethel, was afterwards called Bethaven. See also 
the tract Schabbath. , 

“TI. Among the ignominious names bestowed ee 
idols, the general and common one was 4)33 Zebu, 
DUNG, OF a DUNGHILL. ‘ Hven to them that have stretched 
out their hands )312 bezedul in a dunghill, (that is, 
in an zdol temple, or in idolatry,) there is hope. Thou 
canst not bring them (into the Church) because they 
have stretched forth their hands bezebul, in a dung- 
hill. But yel, you cannot reject them, because they 
have repented.’ And a little after, He that sees them 
dunging, poazr, (that is, sacrificing,) to an idol, let 
him say, Cursed be he that sacrifices to a strange god. 
‘Let them, therefore, who dare, form this ond in 
Matthew into Beelzebub. Iam so far from doubting 
that the Pharisees pronounced the word BEELZEBUL, 
and that Matthew so wrote it, that I doubt not but the 
sense fails if it be writ otherwise. 

“TIT. Very many names of evil spirits, or devils, 
occur in the Talmud, which it is needless here to 
mention. Among all the devils, they esteemed that 
devil the worst, the foulest, as it were, the prince of 
the rest, who ruled over the idols, and by whom ora- 
cles and miracles were given forth among the Hea- 
thens and idolaters. And they were of this opinion 
for this reason, because they held idolatry, above all 
other things, chiefly wicked and abominable, and to 
be the prince and head of evil. This demon they 
ealled 5)21 $y2 Baal-zebul, not so much by a proper 
name, as by one more general and common; as much 
as to say, the lord of idolatry: the worst devil, and 
the worst thing: and they called him the prince of 
devils, because idolatry is the prince (or chief) of 
wickedness.” 

Verse 26. Fear them not] A general direction to 
all the persecuted followers of Christ. Fear them not, 
for they can make you suffer nothing worse than they 
have made Christ suffer; and under all trials he has 
promised the most ample support. 

For there is nothing covered, &c.] God sees every 
thing: this is consolation to the upright. and dismay 
to the wicked; and he will bring into judgment every 
work, and every secret thing, whether good or bad. 
Keel. xii. 14. 

Verse 27. What I tell you in darkness] A man 
ought to preach that only which he has learned from 
God’s Spirit, and his testimonies ; but let him not pre- 
tend to bring forth any thing new, or mysterious. There 
is nothing that concerns our salvation that is newer 
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CHAP. X. 


rathes than man 


that preach ye upon the house- 4,™M, 4031. 
tops. 

28 ‘And fear not them which 
kill the body, but ‘are not able to kill the soul: 
but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 


An. a 
CCL 3. 


tIsa. ii. 12, 13; Luke xii. 4; 1 Pet. iii. 14. 


than the new covenant ; and in that there are, properly 
speaking, no mysteries: what was secret before is 
now made manifest in the Gospel of the ever-blessed 
God. See Eph. iii. 1-12. 

What ye hear in the ear] The doctor who explained 
the law in Hebrew had an interpreter always by him, 
in whose ears he softly whispered what he said ; this 
interpreter spoke aloud what had been thus whispered 
to him. Lightfoot has clearly proved this in his Hore 
Talmudice, and to this custom our Lord here evidently 
alludes. The spirit of our Lord’s direction appears 
to be this: whatever I speak to you is for the benefit 
of mankind,—keep nothing from them, declare ex- 
plicitly the whole counsel of God ; preach ye, (xypvéare 
proclaim,) on the house-tops. 'The houses in Judea 
were flat-roofed, with a ballustrade round about, 
which were used for the purpose of taking the air, 
prayer, meditation, and it seems, from this place, for 
announcing things in the most public manner. As there 
are no bells among the Turks, a crier proclaims all times 
of public worship from the house-tops. Whoever will 
give himself the trouble to consult the following scrip- 
tures will find a variety of uses to which these house- 
tops were assigned. Deut. xxii. 8; Josh. ii. 6; Judg. 
ix..51; Neh. viii. 16; 2 Sam. xi. 2; 2 Kings xxiii. 
12; Isa: xv. 3; Jer. xxxii. 29, and Acts x. 9. 

Lightfoot thinks that this may be an allusion to that 
custom, when the minister of the synagogue, on the 
Sabbath eve, sounded with a trumpet six times, wpon 
the roof of a very high house, that from thence all 
might have notice of Alte coming in of the Sabbath. 
The first blast signified that they should leave off their 
work in the field: the second that they should cease 
from theirs in the city : the thard that they should light 
the Sabbath candle, &c. 

Verse 28. Fear not them which kill the body] Tov 
aroxtewvovtov. Those who slay with acts of cruelty, 
alluding probably to the cruelties which. persecutors 
should exercise on his followers in their martyrdom. 
But are not able to kill the soul. Hence we find that 
the body and the soul are distinct principles, for the 
body may be slain and the soul escape ; and, secondly, 
that the soul is immaterial, for the murderers of the 
body are not able, uy dvvayevwv, have it not in their 
power, to injure it. 

Fear him] It is not hell-fire we are to fear, but it 
is God; without the stroke of whose justice hell 
itself would be no punishment, and whose frown 
would render heaven itself insupportable. What strange 
blindness is it to expose our souls to endless ruin, 
which should enjoy God eternally; and to save and 
pamper the body, by which we enjoy nothing but the 
creatures, and them only for a moment! 
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The necessity of faithfulness 


A. M. 4031. acomateaute 
D2 Are not two sp 


An. Olymp. * farthing? and one of them shall not 
Cor? fall on the ground without your Father. 
30 ¥ But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 
31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more 
value than many sparrows. 


—_ 

u Jt is in value half penny farthing in the original, as 
being the tenth part of the Roman penny. See on chap. 
xviii. 28. 


Verse 29. Are not two sparrows sold for a far- 
thing 2] Accapiov. A Roman as was one-tenth of a 
DENARIUS, which was about sevenpence-halfpenny, and 
one-tenth of sevenpence-halfpenny makes just ¢hree 
Sfarthings. 

The word accapiov, which we translate farthing, is 
found among the rabbins in the word 10° aisar, which, 
according to Maimonides, is equal to four grains of 
silver, but is used among them to express a thing of 
the lowest, or almost no value. Our Lord seems to 
have borrowed the expression, One of them shall not 
fall on the ground, &c., from his own countrymen. In 
Dereshith Rabba, sec. 79, fol. 77, it is said: In the 
time in which the Jews were compelled to apostatize, 
Rab. Simeon, Ben. Jochai, and Eliezer his son hid 
themselves in a cave, and lived upondry husks. After 
thirteen years they came out; and, sitting at the mouth 
of the cave, they observed a fowler stretching his 
nets to catch birds; and as often as the Bath Kol 
said 019° dimos, escape ! the bird escaped ; but when 
it said xdip2d spicula, a dart, the bird was taken. 
Then the rabbin said, Even a bird is not taken without 
Heaven, i. e. without the will of God, how much less 
the life of man! ‘The doctrine intended to be incul- 
cated is this: The providence of God extends to the 
minutest things ; every thing is continually under the 
government and care of God, and nothing occurs 
without his will or permission; if then he regards 
sparrows, how much more man, and how much more 
still the soul that trusts in him ! 

Fall on the ground] Instead of ee tnv ynv, Origen, 
Clement, Chrysostom, Juvencus, and six MSS. of 
Mathai, read ecg tnv rayida, into a snare. Bengel con- 
jectures that it might have been written at first, exc 
Thy Taynv ; that the first syllable za being lost out of 
the word, ynv, the earth, instead of maynv, snare, be- 
came the common reading. 

Without your Father.) Without the will of your 
Father : ry¢ Bovane, the will or counsel, is added here 
by Origen, Coptic, allthe Arabic, latter Persic, Gothic, 
all the Itala except two ; Tert., Iren., Cypr., Novatian, 
and other Latin fathers. If the evidence be consi- 
dered as insufficient to entitle it to admission into the 
text, let it stand there as a supplementary italic 
word, necessary to make the meaning of the place 
evident. 

All things are ordered by the counsel of God. This 
is a great consolation to those who are tried and 
afflicted. The belief of an aill-wise, all-directing 
Providence, is a powerful support under the most 
grievous accidents of life. Nothing escapes his mer- 
ciful regards, not even the smallest things of which 
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in the cause of Christ. 


32 ~ Whosoever therefore shall woe 


confess me before men, * him will I An. Olymp. 
confess also before my Father which ———— 
is in heaven. 

33 ¥ But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven. 


v1 Sam. xiv. 45; 2 Sam xiv. 11; Luke xxi. 18; Acts xxvii 
34. w Luke xii. 8; Rom. x. 9, 10. x Rev. ili. 5. y Mark 
viii. 38; Luke ix. 26; 2 Tim. un. 12. 


he may be said to be only the creator and preserver ; 
how much less those of whom he is the Father, Saviour, 
and endless felicity! See on Luke xu. 7. 

Verse 30. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered.| Nothing is more astonishing than the care 
and concern of God for his followers. The least cir- 
cumstances of their life are regulated, not merely by 
that general providence which extends to all things, 
but by a particular providence, which fits and directs 
all things to the design of their salvation, causing them 
all to co-operate for their present and eternal good. 
Rom. y. 1-5. 

Verse 31. Fear ye not—ye are of more value] 
None can estimate the value of a soul, for which 
Christ has given his blood and life! Have confidence 
in his goodness ; for he who so dearly purchased thee — 
will miraculously preserve and save thee. Did the 
poet intend to contradict Christ when he said :— 


“ He sees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A Hero perish, or a spaARRow fall 2?” 


How cold and meagre is this shallow deistical say- 
ing! But could the poet mean, that a sparrow is of 
as much worth in the sight of God, who regards (if 
we may believe him) things only in general, as an im- 
mortal soul, purchased by the sacrifice of Christ ? 

Verse 32. Whosoever therefore shall confess me 
before men] That is, whosoever shall acknowledge me 
to be the Messiah, and have his heart and dife regulated 
by my spirit and doctrine. It is not merely sufficient 
to have the heart right before God; there must be a 
firm, manly, and public profession of Christ before 
men. “I am no hypocrite,” says one ; neither should 
you be. “TJ will keep my religion to myself,’ i. e. 
you will not confess Christ before men; then he will 
renounce you before God. s 

We confess or own Christ when we own his doctrine, 
his ministers, his servants, and when no fear hinders us 
from supporting and assisting them in times of ne- 
cessity. 

Verse 33. Whosoever shall deny me] Whosoever 
prefers his worldly interest to his duty to God, sets a 
greater value on earthly than on heavenly things, and 
prefers the friendship of men to the approbation of 
Gop. 

Let it be remembered, that to be renounced by 
Christ is to have him neither for a Mediator nor 
Saviour. To appear before the tribunal of God with- 
out having Christ for our Advocate, and, on the con- 
trary, to have him there as our Judge, and a witness 
against us,—how can a man think of this and not die 
with horror ! 
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Nothing ws to be 


ao 34 % Think not that I am come to 


An, ODE: send peace on earth: I came not 
—__ to send peace, but a sword. 

35 For I am come to set a man at variance 
* against his father, and the daughter against 
her mother, and the daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law. 

36 And °a man’s foes shall be they of his 
own household. 


z Luke xii. 49, 51, 52, 53. a Mic. vii. 6.—» Psa. xli. 9; lv. 
13; Mic. vii. 6; John xiii. 18. 


Verse 34. Think not that Iam come to send peace, 
&c.] The meaning of this difficult passage will be 
plain, when we consider the import of the word peace, 
and the expectation of the Jews. 1 have already had 
occasion to remark, (ver. 12,) that the word ovby 
shalom, rendered by the Greeks evpyyy, was used 
among the Hebrews to express all possible blessings, 
temporal and spiritual; but especially the former.— 
The expectation of the Jews was, that, when the 
Messiah should come, all temporal prosperity should 
be accumulated on the land of Judea; therefore ryyv 
ynv, in this verse, should not be translated the earth, 
but this land. The import of our Lord’s teaching 
here is this, Do not imagine, as the Jews in general 
vainly do, that I am come to send forth, (Gad2ew,) by 
forcing out the Roman power, that temporal prosperity 
which they long for; I am not come for this purpose, 
but to send forth (@aAAev) the Roman sword, to cut 
off a disobedient and rebellious nation, the cup of 
whose iniquity is already full, and whose crimes cry 
aloud for speedy vengeance. See also on Luke xii. 
49. From the time they rejected the Messiah, they 
were a prey to the most cruel and destructive factions; 
they employed their time in butchering one another, 
till the Roman sword was unsheathed against them, 
and desolated the land. 

Verse 35. I am come to set aman at variance] The 
spirit of Christ can have no union with the spirit of 
the world. Even a father, while unconverted, will 
oppose a godly child. Thus the spirit that is in those 
who sin against God is opposed to that spirit which 
is in the followers of the Most High. It is the spirits 
then that are in opposition, and not the persons. 

Verse 36. A man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household.| Our Lord refers here to their own tradi- 
tions. So Sota, fol. 49. “A little before the coming 
of the Messiah, the son shall insult the father, the 
daughter rebel against her mother, the daughter-in- 
law against her mother-in-law ; and each man shall 
have his own household for his enemies.” Again, in 
Sanhedrin, fol. 97, it is said: “In the age in which 
the Messiah shall come, the young men shall turn the 
elders into ridicule; the elders shall rise up against 
the youth, the daughter against her mother, the daugh- 
ter-in-law against her mother-in-law ; and the men of 
that age shall be excessively impudent; nor shall the 
son reverence his father.” These are most remark- 
able sayings, and, by them, our Lord shows them that 
he was the Messiah, for all these things literally took 
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CHAPH EX. 


preferred before Christ. 


37 © He that loveth father or mother 4M; 4931. 

more than me, is not worthy of me: An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3. 

and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me, is not worthy of me. 

38 4 And he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 

39 ° He that findeth his life shall lose it: 
and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it. 


4 Chap. xvi. 24; Mark viii. 34; Luke ix. 23, 
e Chap. xvi. 25; Luke xvii. 33; John xii. 25. 


¢ Luke xiv. 26. 
xiv. 27. 


place shortly after their final rejection of Christ. See 
the terrible account, given by Josephus, relative to the 
desolations of those times. Through the just judg- 
ment of God, they who rejected the Lord that bought 
them became abandoned to every species of iniquity ; 
they rejected the salvation of God, and fell into the 
condemnation of the devil. 

Father Quesnel’s note on this place is worthy ot 
deep attention. ‘The father (says he) is the enemy 
of his son, when, through a bad education, an irregular 
love, and a cruel indulgence, he leaves him to take a 
wrong bias, instructs him not in his duty, and fills his 
mind with ambitious views. The son is the father’s 
enemy, when he is the occasion of his doing injustice, 
in order to heap up an estate for him, and to make his 
fortune. The mother is the daughter's enemy, when 
she instructs her to please the world, breeds her up in 
excess and vanity, and suffers any thing scandalous or 
unseemly in her dress. The daughter is the mother’s 
enemy, when she becomes her idol, when she engages 
her to comply with her own irregular inclinations, and 
to permit her to frequent balls and plays. The master 
is the enemy of his servant, and the servant that of 
his master, when the one takes no care of the other's 
salvation, and the latter is subservient to his master’s 
passions.” 

Verse 37. He that loveth father or mother more 
than me] He whom we love the most is he whom we 
study most to please, and whose will and interests we 
prefer in all cases. If, in order to please a father or 
mother who are opposed to vital godliness, we aban- 
don God’s ordinances and followers, we are unworthy 
of any thing but hell. 

Verse 38. He that taketh not his cross] i. e. He 
who is not ready, after my example, to suffer death 
in the cause of my religion, is not worthy of me, does 
not deserve to be called my disciple. 

This alludes to the custom of causing the criminal 
to bear his own cross to the place of execution: so 
Plutarch, Exacog rwv kakovpyov exdeper Tov avtov cav-~ 
pov. Hach of the malefactors carries on his own 
cross. See John xix. 17. 

Verse 39. He that findeth his life, &c.] i. e. He 
who, for the sake of his temporal interest, abandons 
his spiritual concerns, shall lose his soul ; and he who, 
in order to avoid martyrdom, abjures the pure religion 
of Christ, shall lose his souw/, and perhaps his life too 
He that findeth his life shall lose it, was literally ful- 
filled in Archbishop Cranmer. He confessed Christ 
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Kindnesses done to the disciples 


A. M. 4031. f i 
ee EAD ail He that receiveth you, 


An. Olymp. receiyeth me; and he that receiv- 
‘“ eth me, receiveth him that sent me. 

41 ® He that receiveth a prophet in the name 
of a prophet, shall receive a prophet’s re- 
ward; and he that receiveth a righteous man 


f Chap. xviii. 5; Luke ix. 48; x. 16; John xiii. 20; Gal. 
iv. 14. 


against the devil. and his eldest son, the pope. He 
~was ordered to be burnt: to save nis life he recanted, 
and was, notwithstanding, jJurnt. Whatever a man 
sacrifices to God is never Zost, for he finds it again in 
God. 

There is a fine piece on this subject in Juvenal, 
Sat. viii. 1. 80, which deserves to be recorded here. 


ambigue si quando citabere testis 
Incerteque rei, Phalaris licet imperet ut sis 
Falsus, et admoto dictet perjuria tauro, 
Summum crede nefas ANIMaM preferre PUDORI- 
Et propter vITAM VIVENDI perdere causas. 


If ever call’d 

To give thy witness in a doubtful case, 

Though Phalaris himself should bid thee Jie, 
On pain of torture in his flaming bull, 

Disdain to barter innocence for life ; 

To which life owes its lustre and its worth. 
Wakefield. 


Verse 40. He that receiveth you] Treats you kindly, 
eceiveth me; I will consider the kindness as shown 
to myself; for he who receiveth me, as the true Mes- 
siah, receiveth that God by whose counsels and 
through whose love I am come. 

Verse 41. He that receiveth a prophet| Upodytny, a 
teacher, not a foreteller of future events, for this is 
not always the meaning of the word; but one com- 
missioned by God to teach the doctrines of eternal 
life. It is no small honour to receive into one’s house 
a minister of Jesus Christ. Every person is not ad- 
mitted to exercise the sacred ministry ; but none are 
excluded from partaking of its grace, its spirit, and 
its reward. If the teacher should be weak, or even 
if he should be found afterwards to have been worth- 
less, yet the person who has veceived him in the name, 
under the sacred character, of an evangelist, shall not 
Jose his reward; because what he did he did for the 
sake of Christ, and through love for his Church. Many 
sayings of this kind are found among the rabbins, and 
this one is common: ‘“ He who receives a learned 
man, or an elder, into his house, is the same as if he 
had received the Shekinah,” And again: ‘He who 
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of Christ are done to himself. 


; ; .M. 4031, 
in the name of a righteous man, shall 4,™5 si 
receive a righteous man’s reward. a esas 


42 And whosoever shall give to 
drink unto one of these little ones, a cup of cold 
water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I 
say unto you, he shall inno wise lose his reward. 


£1 Kings xvii. 10; xviii. 4; 2 Kings iv. 8 Chap. vill. 5, 6; 
xxv. 40; Mark ix. 41; Heb. vi. 10. 


speaks against a faithful pastor, it is the same as if he 
had spoken against God himself.” See Schoetigen. 

Verse 42. A cup of cold water] Yodaroc, of water, 
is not in the common text, but it is found in the Codex 
Beza, Coptic, Armenian, Gothic, Anglo-Saxon, Slavo- 
nic, all copies of the Itala, Vulgate, and Origen. It 
is necessarily undertsood; the ellipsis of the same 
substantive is frequent, both in the Greek and Latin 
writers. See Wakefield. 

Little ones| My apparently mean and generally 
despised disciples. 

But a cup of water in the eastern countries was not 
a matter of small worth. In India, the Hindoos go 
sometimes a great way to fetch it, and then boil it 
that it may do the less hurt to travellers when they 
are hot; and, after that, they stand from morning to 
night in some great road, where there is neither pit 
nor rivulet, and offer it, in honour of their god, to be 
drunk by all passengers. This necessary work of 
charity, in these hot countries, seems to have been 
practised by the more pious and humane Jews; and 
our Lord assures them that, if they do this in his name, 
they shall not lose their reward. See the Asiatic 
Miscellany, vol. ii. p. 142. 

Verily—he shall in no wise lose his reward.| ‘The 
rabbins have a similar saying : “ He that gives food to 
one that studies in the law, God will bless him in this 
world, and give him a lot in the world to come.” Syn. 
Sohar. 

Love heightens the smallest actions, and gives a 
worth to them which they cannot possess without it. 
Under a just and merciful God every sin is either 
punished or pardoned, and every good action rewarded. 
The most indigent may exercise the works of mercy 
and charity ; seeing even a cup of cold water, given 
in the name of Jesus, shall not lose its reward. How 
astonishing is God’s kindness! It is not the rich 
merely whom he calls on to be charitable; but even 
the poor, and the most impoverished of the poor! God 
gives the power and inclination to be charitable, and 
then rewards the work which, it may be truly said, 
God himself hath wrought. It is the name of Jesus 
that sanctifies every thing, and renders services, in 
themselves comparatively contemptible, of high worth 
in the sight of God. See Quesnel. 


CHAPTER XI, 


Christ, having finshed his instructions to his disciples, departs to preach in different cities, 1. 
two of his disciples to him to inquire whether he were the Christ, 2-6. 
He uporaids the Jews with their capriciousness, 16-19. 


John, 7-15 
126 


: John sends 

Christ’s testimony concerning 

The condemnation of Chorazin, 
1 


John the Baptist sends two 


tion of his Son, 27. 
souls, 28-30. 


A. M. 4031. ND it came to pass, when 
a he Jesus had made an end of 


commanding his twelve disciples, 
he departed thence to teach and to preach in 
their cities. 
2 4 * Now when John had heard » in the prison 
the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 
3 And said unto him, Art thou ¢ he that should 
come, or do we look for another ? 


CHAP. 


and Bethsaida, and Capernaum, for their unbelief and upenitence, 20-24. 
for revealing the Gospel to the simple-hearted, 25, 26. 


XI. of his disciples to Christ 


Praises the Divine wisdom 
Shows that none can know God but by the revela- 


Invites the distressed to come unto him, and gwes them the promise of rest for their 


4 Jesus answered and said unto 4, M. 4031. 
them, Goand show John again those opr 
things which ye do hear and see : 

5 ‘The blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk; the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear; the dead are raised up, and ° the 
poor have the Gospel preached to them : 

6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not 
{be offended in me. 


a Luke vii. 18, 19, &c. b Chap. xiv. 3. © Gen. xlix. 10; 
um. xxiv. 17; Dan. ix. 24; John vi. 14—4Isa. xxix. 18; 
xxxv.4, 5, 65 alii. W@; Joon 1.23 dd, 25 V. oO S25 25,/005 xiv. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XI. 

Verse 1. This verse properly belongs to the preced- 
ing chapter, from which it should on no account be se- 
parated; as with that it has the strictest connection, 
but with this it has none. 

To teach and to preach] To teach, to give private 
instructions to as many as came unto him; and to 
preach, to proclaim pudlicly, that the kingdom of God 
is at hand; two grand parts of the duty of a Gospel 
minister. 

Their cities] The cities of the Jews. 

Verse 2. John had heard in the prison] John was 
east into prison by order of Herod Antipas, chap. xiv. 
3, &c., (where see the notes,) a little after our Lord 
began his public ministry, chap. iv. 12; and after the 
first passover, John i. 24. 

Verse 3. Art thou he that should come] O epyo- 
uevoc, he that cometh, seems to have been a proper 
name of the Messiah ; to save or delwer is necessarily 
implied. See.on Luke vii. 19. 

There is some difficulty in what is here spoken of 
John. Some have thought he was utterly ignorant of 
our Lord’s Divine mission, and that he sent merely for 
his own information; but this is certainly inconsistent 
with his own declaration, Luke iii. 15, &c.; John i. 
15, 26, 33, ili. 28, &c. Others suppose he sent the 
message merely for the instruction of his disciples ; 
that, as he saw his end approaching, he wished them 
to have the fullest conviction that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah, that they might attach themselves to him. 

A third opinion takes a middle course between the 
two former, and states that, though John was at first 
perfectly convinced that Jesus was the Christ, yet, en- 
tertaining some hopes that he would erect a secular 
kingdom in Judea, wished to know whether this was 
likely to take place speedily. It is very probable that 
John now began, through the length of his confine- 
ment, to entertain doubts, relative to his kingdom, 
which perplexed and harassed his mind; and he took 
the most reasonable way to get rid of them at once, 
viz. by applying to Christ himself. 

Two of his disciples} Instead of dvo, two, several 
excellent MSS., with both the Syriac, Armenian, Go- 
thic, and one copy of the Jtala, have dia, by ; he sent 
by his disciples. 
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11. Isa. lai. 1; Luke iv. 18; James ii. 5——f Chap. xiii. 
57; xxiv. 10; Poke "31; Rom. ix. ’39, 33 35 lL Corsi 23" Galcy: 
11; 1 Pet. ii. 


Verse 4. Go and show John the things—ye do hear 
and see] Christ would have men to judge only of him 
and of others by their works. This is the only safe 
way of judging. A man is not to be credited because 
he professes to know such and such things; but be- 
cause he demonstrates by his conduct that his preten- 
sions are not vain. 

Verse 5. The blind receive their sight, &c.] Ava- 
Baerwct, look upwards, contemplating the heavens 
which their Lord hath made. 

The lame walk} Wepirarwot, they walk about; to 
give the fullest proof to the multitude that their cure 
was real. These miracles were not only the most 
convincing proofs of the supreme power of Christ, but 
were also emblematic of that work of salvation which 
he effects in the souls of men. 1. Sinners are blind; 
their understanding is so darkened by sin that they see 
not the way of truth and salvation. 2. They are lame 
—not able to walk in the path of righteousness. 3. 
They are leprous, their souls are defiled with sin, the 
most loathsome and inveterate disease; deepening in 
themselves, and infecting others. 4. They are deaf 
to the voice of God, his word, and their own con- 
science. 5. They are dead in trespasses and sins; 
God, who is the life of the soul, being separated from 
it by iniquity. Nothing less than the power of Christ 
can redeem from all this ; and, from all this, that power 
of Christ actually does redeem every penitent believing 
soul. Giving sight to the blind, and raising the dead, 
are allowed by the ancient rabbins to be works which 
the Messiah should perform, when he should manifest 
himself in Israel. 

The poor have the Gospel preached to them.] And 
what was this Gospel? Why, the glad tidings that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners : that 
he opens the eyes of the blind; enables the lame to 
walk with an even, steady, and constant pace in the 
way of holiness; cleanses the lepers from all the de- 
filement of their sins; opens the ears of the deaf to 
hear his pardoning words ; and raises those who were 
dead in trespasses and sins to live in union with him- 
self to all eternity. 

Verse 6. Blessed is he whosoever shall not be of- 
fended inme.] Or, Happy is he who will not be stum- 
bled at me; for the word oxavdadcfeobar, in its root, 
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The exalted character 


4 ‘“ fhe 7 4 © And as they departed, Jesus 


iS Om. began to say unto the multitudes 

ee concerning John, What went ye out 
into the wilderness to see? ™ A reed shaken 
with the wind ? . 

8 But what went ye out for to see? A man 
clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that 
wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 

9 But what went ye out for to see? A pro- 


& Luke vii. 24. —» Eph. iv. 14. ——~i Chap. xiv. 5 ; xxi. 26; Luke 


signifies to hit against or stumble over a thing, which 
one may meet with in the way. The Jews, as was 
before remarked, expected a temporal delwwerer. Many 
might be tempted to reject Christ, because of his mean 
appearance, &c., and so lose the benefit of salvation 
through him. To struct and caution such, our 
blessed Lord spoke these words. By his poverty and 
meanness he condemns the pride and pomp of this 
world. He who will not hwmédle himself, and become 
base, and poor, and vile in his own eyes, cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. It is the poor, in general, 
who hear the Gospel ; the rich and the great are either 
too busy, or too much gratified with temporal things, 
to pay any attention to the voice of God. 

Verse 7. What went ye out into the wilderness to 
see?) The purport of our Lord’s design, in this and 
the following verses, is to convince the scribes and 
Pharisees of the inconsistency of their conduct in ac- 

knowledging John Baptist for a divinely authorized 
teacher, and not believing in the very Christ which he 
pointed out to them. He also shows, from the eacel- 
lencies of John’s character, that their confidence in him 
was not misplaced, and that this was a farther argu- 
ment why they should have believed in him, whom the 
Baptist proclaimed as being far superior to himself. 

A reed shaken with the wind?| An emblem of an 
irresolute, unsteady mind, which believes and speaks 
one thing to-day, and another to-morrow. Christ asks 
these Jews if they had ever found any thing in John 
like this: Was he not ever steady and uniform in the 
testimony he bore tome? The first excellency which 
Christ notices in John was his steadiness ; convinced 
once of the truth, he continued to believe and asvert 
it. This is essentially necessary to every preacher, 
and to every private Christian. He who changes 
about from opinion to opinion, and from one sect or 
party to another, is never to be depended on; there is 
much reason to believe that such a person is either 
mentally weak, or has never beer rationally and di- 
vinely convinced of the truth. 

Verse 8. A man.clothed in soft raiment?] A se- 
cond excellency in John was, his sober and mortified 
life. A preacher of the Gospel should have nothing 
about him which savours of effeminacy and worldly 
pomp : he is awfully mistaken who thinks to prevail 
on the world to hear him and receive the truth, by 
conforming himself to its fashions and manners. Ex- 
cepting the mere colour of his clothes, we can scarcely 
now distinguish a‘preacher of the Gospel, whether in 
the establishment of the country, or out of it, from the 
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of John the Baptast 


phet ? yea, I say unto you, } Vs lag ee 


more than a prophet : 

10 For this is he of whom it is 
written, * Behold, I send my messenger be- 
fore thy face, which shall prepare thy way 
before thee. 

11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that 
are born of women, there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist: notwithstand- 


An. cpa 


i. 76; vii. 26.— Mal. iii. 1; Mark i. 2; Luke i. 76; vii. 27. 


merest worldly man. Ruffles, powder, and fribble 
seem universally to prevail. Thus the Church and the 
world begin to shake hands, the latter still retaining its 
enmity toGod. How can those who profess to preach 
the doctrine of the cross act in this way? Is not a 
worldly-minded preacher, in the most peculiar sense, 
an abomination in the eyes of the Lord? 

Are in kings’ houses.| A third excellency in John 
was, he did not affect high things. He was contented 
to live in the desert, and to announce the solemn and 
severe truths of his doctrine to the simple inhabitants 
of the country. Let it be well observed, that the 
preacher who conforms to the world in his clothing, is 
never in his element but when he is frequenting the 
houses and tables of the rich and great. 

Verse 9. A prophet? yea—and more than a pro- 
phet| 'That is, one more excellent (xepiocorepov) than 
a prophet ; one greatly beyond all who had come be- 
fore him, being the immediate forerunner of Christ, 
(see below,) and who was especially commissioned to 
prepare the way of the Lord. This was a fourth ex- 
cellency : he was a prophet, a teacher, a man divinely 
commissioned to point out Jesus and his salvation ; and 
more excellent than any of the old prophets, because 
he not only pointed out this Christ, but saw him, and 
had the honour of dying for that sacred truth which 
he steadily believed and boldly proclaimed. 

Verse 10. Behold, I send my messenger] <A fifth 
excellency of the Baptist was, his preparing the way 
of the Lord; being the instrument, in God’s hand, of 
preparing the people’s hearts to receive the Lord Jesus ; 
and it was probably through his preaching that so many 
thousands attached themselves to Christ, immediately 
on his appearing as a public teacher. 

Verse 11. A greater than John the Baptist] A 
sixth excellency of the Baptist—he was greater than 
any prophet from the beginning of the world till that 
time :—Ist. Because he was prophesied of by them, 
Isa. xl. 3, and Mal. iii. 1, where Jesus Christ himself 
seems to be the speaker. 2ndly. Because he had the 
privilege of showing the fulfilment of their predictions, 
by pointing out that Christ has now come, which they 
foretold should come. And 3dly. Because he saw and 
enjoyed that salvation which they could only foretell. 
See Quesnel. 

Notwithstanding, he that is least in the kingdom of 
heaven] By the kingdom of heaven in this verse is 
meant, the fulness of the blessings of the Gospel of 
peace; which fulness was not known till after Christ 
had been crucified, and had risen from the dead. Now 
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John the Baptist the 


A.M, 1031. ing, he that is least in the kingdom 


An, Olymp. of heaven is greater than he. 

: 12 | And from the days of John 
the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven 
™ suffereth violence, and the violent take it by 
force. 

13 For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. 


= eS ae eee 
1 Luke xvi. 16—™ Or, is gotten by here and they that thrust 
men. 2 Mal. iv. 
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Elias which was to come. 


14 And if ye will receive it, this 4,M, 4031. 
is ° Elias, which was for to come. 

15 » He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 

16 4% 4 But whereunto shall I en this 
generation? It is like unto children sitting 
in the markets, and calling unto their fellows, 

17 And saying, We have piped unto you, 


° Mal. iv. 5; chap. xvii. 12; Luke i. 17.——? Chap. xiii. 9 ; Luke 
vill. 8; Rev. me fie, ale 17, 29; lii. 6, 13, 22. a Luke vii. Site 
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the least in this kingdom, the meanest preacher of a 
crucified, risen, and glorified Saviour, was greater than 
John, who was not permitted to live to see the 
plemtude of Gospel grace, in the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit. Let the reader observe, Ist. That the 
kingdom of heaven here does not mean the state of 
future glory. See chap. iii. 2. Qdly. That it is not 
in holiness or devotedness to God that the least in this 
kingdom is greater than John; but 3dly. That it is 
merely in the difference of the ministry. The prophets 
pointed out a Christ that was coming; John showed 
that that Christ was then among ons and the preach- 
ers of the Gospel prove that this Getist has suffered, 
and entered into his glory, and that repentance and re- 
mission of sins are proclaimed through his blood. 
There is a saying similar to this among the Jews: 
‘“ Even the servant maid that passed through the Red 
Sea, saw what neither Ezekiel, nor any other of the 
prophets had seen.” 

Verse 12. The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence] 
The tax-gatherers and heathens, whom the scribes and 
Pharisees think have no right to the kingdom of the 
Messiah, filled with holy zeal and earnestness, seize at 


once on the proffered mercy of the Gospel, and so take 


the kingdom as by force from those learned doctors 
who claimed for themselves the chiefest places in that 
kingdom. Christ himself said, The tax-gatherers and 
harlots go before you into the kingdom of God. See 
the parallel place, Luke vii. 28, 29, 30. He that will 
take, get possession of the kingdom of righteousness, 
peace, and spiritual joy, must be in earnest: all hell 
will oppose him in every step he takes ; and if a man 
be not absolutely determined to give up his sins and 
evil companions, and have his soul saved at all hazards, 
and at every expense, he will surely perish everlast- 
ingly. This requires a violent earnestness. 

Verse 13. All the prophets and the law prophesied 
until John.| I believe xpoedntevoay means here, they 
taught, or continued to instruct. ‘They were the in- 
structers concerning the Christ who was to come, till 
John came and showed that all the predictions of the 
one, and the types and ceremomes of the other were 
now about to be fully and finally accomplished ; for 
Christ was now revealed. The word is taken in this 
sense, Matt. vii. 22. 

Verse 14. This is Elias, which was for to come.| 
This should always be written Plijah, that as strict a 
conformity as possible might be kept up between the 
names in the Old Testament and the New. The 
Prophet Malachi, who predicted the coming of the Bap- 
tist in the spirit and power of Elijah, gave the three 
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following distinct characteristics of him. First, That 
he should be the forerunner and messenger of the 
Messiah: Behold I send my messenger before me, 
Mal. iii. 1. Secondly, That he should appear before 
the destruction of the second temple: Even the Lord 
whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple, ibid. 
Thirdly, That he should preach repentance to the Jews; 
and that, some time after, the great and terrible day 
of the Lord should come, and the Jewish land be smit- 
ten with a curse, chap. iv. 5,6. Now these three 
characters agree perfectly with the conduct of the 
Baptist, and what shortly followed his preaching, and 
have not been found in any one else; which is a con- 
vineing proof that Jesus was the promised Messiah. 

Verse 15. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.] 
As if our Lord had said, These things are so clear 
and manifest that a man has only to hear them to be 
convinced and fully satisfied of their truth. But nei- 
ther the Jews of that time nor of the succeeding times 
to the present day, have heard or considered these 
things. When spoken to on these subjects, their com- 
mon custom is to stop their ears, spit out, and blas- 
pheme ; this shows not only a dad, but a ruined cause. 
They are deeply and wilfully blind. They will not 
come unto the light, lest their deeds should become 
manifest, that they are not wrought in God. They 
have ears but they will not hear. 

Verse 16. But whereunto shall I liken this genera- 
tion 2] Thatis, the Jewish people—rnv yeveay tavtny, 
this race: and so the word yevea is often to be under- 
stood in the evangelists. 

In the markets} Or, places of concourse, ayopate, 
from ayeipo, I gather together; not a market-place 
only, but any place of public resort ; probably meaning 
here, places of public amusement. 

Calling unto their fellows] Or, companions. In- 
stead of erarporc, companions, many of the best MSS. 
have erepoce, others. The great similarity of the words 
might have easily produced this difference. 

There are some to whom every thing is useful in 
leading them to God; others, to whom nothing is suffi- 
cient. Every thing is good to an upright mind, every 
thing bad to a vicious heart. 

Verse 17. We have piped unto you, and ye have 
not danced] We have begun the music, which should 
have been followed by the dance, but ye have not at- 
tended to it. 

We have mourned—and ye have not lamented.] Ye 
have not smote the breast : ove exowavbe, from KonTopat, 
to strike, or beat the breasts with the hands, particularly 
in lamentation. So used, Nah. ii. 7; Luke xviii. 13; 
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ee lamented 

18 For John came neither eating nor drink- 
ing, and they say, * He hath a devil. 

19 The Son of man came eating and drink- 
ing, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, 
and a winebibber, *a friend of publicans and 
sinners. ‘But wisdom is justified of her 


children. 
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upon Chorazin and Bethsaida. 


20 |" Then began he to upbraid cee 


the cities wherein most of his eth 
mighty works were done, because as 
they repented not : 

21 Wo unto thee, Chorazin! wo unto 
thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, ¥ in sackcloth and ashes. 

22 But I say unto you, “It shall be more 


r John viii. 48.—=s Chap. ix. 10.—+t Luke vil. 35. 


Xxili. 48, and by the best Greek and Roman writers. 
There is an allusion here to those funeral lamentations 
explained chap. ix. 23. 

Verse 18. For John came neither eating nor drink- 
ing] Leading a very austere and mortified life: and 
yet, he did not receive him. A sinner will not be 
persuaded that what he has no mind to imitate can 
come from God. ‘There are some who will rather 
blame holiness itself, than esteem it in those whom 
they do not like. 

He hath a devil.| He is a vile hypocrite, influenced 
by a demon to deceive and destroy the simple. 

Verse 19. The Son of man came eating and drink- 
ing] That is, went wheresoever he was invited to eat 
a morsel of bread, and observed no rigid fasts: how 
could he, who had no corrupt appetites to mortify or 
subdue t 

They say, Behold a man gluttonous, &c.| What- 
ever measures the followers of God may take, they 
will not escape the censure of the world : the best way 
is not to be concerned at them. Iniquity, being always 
ready to oppose and contradict the Divine conduct, 
often contradicts and exposes itself. 

But wisdom is justified of her children.| Those 
who follow the dictates of true wisdom ever justify, 
point out as excellent, the holy maxims by which they 
are guided, for they find the way pleasantness, and the 
path, peace. Of, here, and in many places of our 
translation, ought to be written dy in modern English. 

Some suppose that our blessed Lord applies the epi- 
thet of 7 cogia, that Wisdom to himself; as he does 
that of Son of man, in the first clause of the verse ; 
and that this refers to the sublime description given of 
wisdom in Proy. viii. Others have supposed that by 
the children or sons (texvwv) of wisdom our Lord 
means John Baptist and himself, who came to preach 
the doctrines of true wisdom to the people, and who 
were known to be teachers come from God by all those 
who seriously attended to their ministry ; they recom- 
mending themselves, by the purity of their doctrines, 
and the holiness of their lives, to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God. Itis likely, however, 
that by children our Lord simply means the fruits or 
effects of wisdom, according to the Hebrew idiom, 
which denominates the fruits or effects of.a thing, its 
children. So in Job chap. v. 7, sparks emitted by 
coals are termed Ww 13 beney resheph, the children of 
the coal, It was probably this well known meaning 
of the word, which led the Codex Vaticanus, one of 
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the most ancient MSS. in the world, together with the 
Syriac, Persic, Coptic, and Ethiopic, to read Epywr, 
works, instead of texvor, sons or children. Wisdom is 
vindicated by her works, i. e. the good effects prove 
that the cause is excellent. 

The children of true wisdom can justify all God’s . 
ways in their salyation; as they know that all the dis- 
pensations of Providence work together for the good of 
those who love and fear God. See on Luke vii. 35. 

Verse 20. Then began he to upbraid the cities! The 
more God has done to draw men unto himself, the less 
excusable are they if they continue in iniquity. If our 
blessed Lord had not done every thing that was neces- 
sary for the salvation of these people, he could not 
have reproached them for their impenitence. 

Verse 21. Wo unto thee, Chorazin—Bethsada !} 
It would be better to translate the word ovaz coz, alas 
for thee, than wo to thee. The former is an excla- 
mation of pity ; the latter a denunciation of wrath. It 
is evident that our Lord used it in the former sense. It 
is not known precisely where Chorazin was situated ; 
but as Christ joins it in the same censure with Bethsaida, 
which was in Upper Galilee, beyond the sea, Mark vi. 
45, it is likely that Chorazin was in the same quarter. 
Though the people in these cities were (generally) im- 
penitent, yet there is little doubt that several received 
the word of life. Indeed, Bethsaida itself furnished 
not less than three of the twelve apostles, Philip, An- 
drew, and Peter. See John i. 44. 

Tyre and Sidon] Were two heathen cities, situated 
on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea, into which it 
does not appear that Christ ever went, though he was 
often very nigh to them; see chap. xv. 21. 

They would have repented long ago] Uahat, former- 
ly, seems here to refer to the time of Ezekiel, who de- 
nounced destruction against Tyre and Sidon, Ezek. 
XXV1., XXVil.,and xxviii. Our Lord, then, intimates that, 
if Ezekiel had done as many miracles in those cities 
as himself had in Chorazin and Bethsaida, the inhabit- 
ants would have repented in sackcloth and ashes, with 
the deepest and most genuine sorrow. 

A Hindoo who renounces the secular life, and be- 
comes a religious mendicant, often covers himself with 
a coarse cloth sprinkled over with ashes. This is the 
sackcloth and ashes which our Lord refers to; and this 
covering was the outward sign of deep repentance, and 
forsaking of sin. 

Verse 22. But—uit shall be more tolerable] Every 
thing will help to overwhelm the impenitent at the 
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Christ thanks the Father for 


A.M. 4031. tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 


a Gini: day of judgment than for you. 
a 23 And thou, Capernaum, * which 
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down 
to hell: for if the mighty works, which have 
been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this day. 

24 But I say unto you, Y-'That it shall be 
more tolerable for the land’ of Sodom in 


«See Isa. xiv. 13; Lam. ii. 1.——y Chap. x. 15. 
x. 2]. 
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tribunal of God—the benefits and favours which they 
have received, as well as the sins which they have 
committed. 

Verse 23. Thou, Capernaum—exalted unto heaven] 
A Hebrew metaphor, expressive of the utmost pros- 
perity, and the enjoyment of the greatest privileges. 
This was properly spoken of this city, because that in 
it our Lord dwelt, and wrought many of his miraculous 
works. 

Shalt be brought down to hell] Perhaps not mean- 
ing, here, the place of torment, but rather a state of 
desolation. ‘The original word is Hades, Adnec, from a, 
not, and.idecv, to see—the invisible receptacle or man- 
sion of the dead, answering to Sinw Sheol, in Hebrew ; 
and implying often, 1st. the grave; Qdly. the state of 
separate souls, or unseen world of spirits, whether of 
torment, Luke xvi. 23, or, in general, Rev. i. 183 vi. 
8; xx. 13, 14. The word hell, used in the common 


translation, conveys now an improper meaning of the’ 


original word; because hell is only used to signify the 
place of the damned. But, as the word hell comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon, helan, fo cover, or hide, hence 
the tiling or slating of a house is called, in some parts 
of England (particularly Cornwall) heling, to this day; 
and the covers of books (in Lancashire) by the same 
name: so the literal import of the original word Adyc 
was formerly well expressed by it. Here it means a 
state of the utmost wo, and ruin, and desolation, to 
which these impenitent cities should be reduced. This 
prediction of our Lord was literally fulfilled; for, in 
the wars between the Romans and the Jews, these 
cities were totally destroyed, so that no traces are now 
found of Bethsaida, Chorazin, or Capernaum. See 
Bp. Pearce. : 

Verse 24. But—it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom] Ty Zodopwr, the land of the Sodom- 
ites; i. e. the ancient inhabitants of that city and its 
neighbourhood. 

In Jude, verse 7, we are told that these persons are 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. The destruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah happened A. M. 2107, 
which was 1897 years before the incarnation. What 
a terrible thought is this! It will be more tolerable 
for certain sinners, who have already been damned 
nearly four thousand years, than for those who live 
and die infidels under the Gospel! There are various 
degrees of punishments in hell, answerable to various 
degrees of guilt; and the contempt manifested to, and 
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the day of judgment than 
thee. 

25 97 At that time Jesus answer- 
ed and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because * thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, ” and 
hast revealed them unto-babes. 

26 Even so, Father; for so it seemed good 
in thy sight. 


a2See Psa. viii. 2; 1 Cor..i. 19, 27; it. 8; 2 Cor. iii, 14, 
’ Chap, xvi. 17. 


rank semi-infidel Christians in the highest list of trans- 
gressors, and purchase them the hottest place in hell! 
Great God! save the reader from this destruction ! 

Day of judgment| May either refer to that particu- 
lar time in which God visits for iniquity, or to that 
great day in which he will judge the world by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The day of Sodom’s judgment 
was that in which it was destroyed by fire and brim- 
stone from heaven, Gen. xix. 24; and the day of 
judgment to Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, 
was the time in which they were destroyed by the 
Romans, ver. 23. But there is a day of final judg- 
ment, when Hades itself (sinners in a state of partial 
punishment in the invisible world) shall be cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death. See Rev. xx. 14. 

Verse 25. I thank thee] EfXoporoyovyat cot, I fully 
agree with thee—Ii am perfectly of the same mind. 
Thou hast acted in all things according to the strictest 
holiness, justice, mercy, and truth. 

Wise and prudent] The scribes and Pharisees, 
vainly puffed up by their fleshly minds, and having 
their foolish hearts darkened, refusing to submit to the 
righteousness of God (God’s method of saving man by 
Christ) and going about to establish their own right- 
eousness, (their own method of saving themselves,) they 
rejected God’s counsel, and God sent the peace and 
salvation of the Gospel to others, called here bades, 
(his discipies,) simple-hearted persons, who submitted 
to be instructed and saved in God’s own way. Let it 
be observed, that our Lord does not thank the Father 
that he had hidden these things from the wise and 
prudent, but that, seeing they were hidden from them, 
he had revealed them to the others. 

There is a remarkable saying in the Talmudists, 


which casts light upon this: “ Rab. Jochanan said : 


‘From the time in which the temple was destroyed, 
wisdom was taken away from the prophets, and given 
to fools and children.’ Bava Bathra, fol. 12. Again: 
‘In the days of the Messiah, every species of wisdom, 
even the most profound, shall be revealed; and this 
even to children.” Synop. Sohar. fol. 10. 
Verse 26. Even so, Father| Nato rarnp. 
phatical ratification of the preceding address. 
It was right that the heavenly wisdom, despised, 
rejected, and persecuted by the scribes and Pharisees, 
should be offered to the simple people, and afterwards 
to the foolish people, the Gentiles, who are the children 
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the abuse made of, the preaching of the Gospel, will| of wisdom, and justify God in his ways, by bringing 
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28 Jf Come unto me, all ye that labour and 


¢ Chap. xxviii. 18; Luke x. 22; John ili. 35; xiii. 3; xvii. 2; 
1 Cor. xv. 27.—4 John 1. 18; vi. 46; x. 15. 


forth that fruit of the Gospel of which the Pharisees 
refused to receive even the seed. 

Verse 27. All things are delivered unto me of my 
Father| This is a great truth, and the key of the 
science of salvation. ‘The man Christ Jesus receives 
from the Father, and in consequence of his union with 
the eternal Godhead becomes the Lord and sovereign 
Dispenser of all things. All the springs of the Divine 
favour are in the hands of Christ, as Priest of God, 
and atoning Sacrifice for men: all good proceeds from 
him, as Saviour, Mediator, Head, Pattern, Pastor, and 
sovereign Judge of the whole world. 

No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man, &c.) None can fully comprehend 
the nature and attributes of God, but Christ; and none 
can fully comprehend the nature, incarnation, &c., of 
Christ, but the Father. The full comprehension and 
acknowledgment of the Godhead, and the mystery of 
the Trinity, belong to God alone. 

Verse 28. Come unto me] This phrase in the new 
covenant implies simply, believing in Christ, and be- 
coming las disciple, or follower. 

All ye that labour and are heavy laden| The meta- 
phor here appears to be taken from a man who has a 
great load laid upon him, which he must carry to a 
certain place : every step he takes reduces his strength, 
and renders his load the more oppressive. However, 
it must be carried on; and he labours, uses his utmost 
exertions, to reach the place where it is to be laid 
down. A kind person passing by, and seeing his dis- 
tress, offers to ease him of hisload, that he may enjoy rest. 

The Jews, heavily laden with the burdensome rites 
of the Mosaic institution, rendered still more oppres- 
sive by the additions made by the scribes and Phari- 
sees, who, our Lord says, (chap. xxiii. 4,) bownd on 
heavy burdens ; and labouring, by their observance of 
the law, to make themselves pleasing to God, are here 
invited to lay down their load, and receive the salvation 
procured for them by Christ. 

Sinners, wearied in the ways of iniquity, are also 
invited to come to this Christ, and find speedy relief. 

Penitents, burdened with the guilt of their crimes, 
may come to this Sacrifice, and find instant pardon. 

Believers, sorely tempted, and oppressed by the re- 
mains of the carnal mind, may céme to this blood, that 
cleanseth from all unrighteousness ; and, purified from 
all sin, and powerfully succoured in every temptation, 
they shall find uninterrupted rest in this complete 
Saviour. 

All are invited to come, and all are promised rest. 

“If few find rest fram sin and vile affections, it is be- 
cause few come to Christ to receive it 
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29 Take my yoke upon you, ° and 
learn of me; for I am meek and ‘lowly in 
heart : & and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

30 » For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light. 


e John xiii. 15; Phil. ii.5; 1 Pet. ii.21; 1 John ii. 6——f Zech, 
ix. 9; Phil. ii. 7, 8—— Jer. vi. 16. bh] John v. 3. 


Verse 29. Take my yoke upon you] Strange para- 
dox! that a man already weary and overloaded must 
take a new weight upon him, in order to be eased and 
find rest! But this advice is similar to that saying, 
Psa. lv. 22. Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
will sustain thee; i. e. trust thy soul and concerns to 
him, and he will carry both thyself and thy load. 

I am meek and lowly in heart] Wherever pride and 
anger dwell, there is nothing but mental labour and 
agony; but, where the meekness and humility of Christ 
dwell, all is smooth, even, peaceable, and quiet ; for the 
work of righteousness is peace, and fhe effect of right- 
eousness, quietness and assurance for ever. Isa. 
Sesie Wh 

Verse 30. For my yoke is easy] My Gospel 1m- 
poses nothing that is difficult; on the contrary, it 
provides for the complete removal of all that which 
oppresses and renders man miserable, viz. sin. The 
commandments of Christ are not grievous. Hear the 
whole: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbour as thyself. Can any thing 
be more congenial to the nature of man than love 2— 
such a love as is inspired by God, and in which the 
soul rests supremely satisfied and infinitely happy ! 
Taste, and know, by experience, how good the Lord 
is, and how worthy his yoke is to be taken, borne, and 
loved. 'This most tender invitation of the compassion 
ate Jesus is sufficient to inspire the most diffident sou. 
with confidence. See on Mark viii. 34. 

Creeshna, the incarnate God of the Hindoos, is re- 
presented in the Geeta addressing one of his beloved 
disciples thus: “Iam the creator of all things, and 
all things proceed from me. ‘Those who are endued 
with spiritual wisdom, believe this, and worship me : 
their very hearts and minds are in me; they rejoice 
among themselves, and delight in speaking of my 
name, and teaching one another my doctrine. I 
gladly spire those who are constantly employed in 
my service with that use of reason by which they 
come unto me ; and, in compassion, I stand in my 
own nature, and dissipate the darkness of their igno- 
rance with the light of the lamp of wisdom.” Bhagvat 
Geeta, p. 84. 

The word Sy dval, among the Jews, which we 
properly enough translate yoke, signified not only 
that sort of neck-harness by which bullocks drew in 
wagons, carts, or in the plough ; but also any kind of 
bond, or obligation, to do some particular thing, or to 
do some particular work. By them it is applied to 
the following things :— ; 

1. The yoke of the xinepom of heaven, ma5n Sy 
D’Dwn—obedience to the revealed will of God. 
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The disciples pluck and 


2. The yoke of the raw, nn by—the necessity 
of obeying all the rites, ceremonies, &c., of the Mo- 
Saic institution. 

3. The yoke of the precept, M1¥D Syy—the neces- 
sity of performing that particular obligation by which 
any person had bound himself, such as that of the 
Nazarite, &e. ‘ 

4. The yoke of repentance, n2wn Sw Syy—with- 
out which, they knew, they could not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. With the Jews, repentance 
not only implied forsaking sin, but fasting, mortifica- 
tion, &c. 
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eat corn on the Sabbath day. 


5. The yoke of rarra, 7218 Sy—the necessity 
of believing in the promised Messiah. 

6. The Divine yoke, sys Syy—the obligation to 
live a spiritual life; a life of thanksgiving and grati- 
tude unto God. 

In Shemoth Rabba it is said: “ Because the ten 
tribes did not take the yoke of the holy and blessed 
God upon them, therefore Sennacherib led them into 
captivity.” 

Curist’s yoke means, the obligation to receive him 
as the Muss1au, to believe his doctrine, and to be in 
all things conformed to his Word and to his Svirit 
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Jesus and his disciples go through the corn-fields on the Sabbath, and the latter pluck and eat some of the 


ears, at which the Pharisees take offence, 1, 2. 
thered hand cured, 9-13. 

certain prophecies, 15-21. 
reproved by our Lord, 24—30. 


their fruits—evil and good men by their conduct, 33-37. 
The men of Nineveh and the queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment against the 
Christ’s mother and brethren seek him, 46—50. 


tion, 38-40. 

Jews, 41, 42. Of the unclean spirit, 43-45. 
apr aoa T that time *Jesus went on the 
An. Olymp. Sabbath-day through the corn ; 


and his disciples were an hungered, 


a Deut. xxiii. 25; Mark 


NOTES ON CHAP. XII. 

Verse. 1. At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath- 
day through the corn] “The time is determined by 
Luke in these words, ev caBBatw devteporpwtw, that 
is, on the Sabbath from the second-first. 

‘1. Provision was made by the Divine law that the 
sheaf of first-fruits should be offered on the second day 
of the pass-over week, Levit. xxiii. 10, 11. On the 
morrow after the Sabbath, the priest shall shake (or 
wave) it. Noton the morrow after the ordinary Sab- 
bath of the week, but the morrow after the first of the 
pass-over week, which was a Sabbatic day, Exod. xii. 
16; Levit. xxiii. 7. Hence the seventy, exavpiov rn¢ 
mpotnc, the morrow of the first day ; the Chaldee, the 
morrow after the holy day. 'The rabbins, Solomon 
and Menachen, have it, On the morrow after the first 
day of the pass-over feast ; of which mention had 
been made in the verses foregoing. 

“ But now, from the second day of the pass-over 
solemnity, wherein the sheaf was offered, were num- 
bered seven weeks to pentecost: for the day of the 
sheaf, and the day of pentecost did mutually respect 
each other; for on this second day of the pass-over, 
the offering of the sheaf was supplicatory, and by way 
of prayer, beseeching a blessing upon the new corn, 
and leave to eat it, and to put in the sickle into the 
standing corn. Now, the offering of the first-fruit 
loaves on the day of pentecost, (Lev. xxiii. 15, 16, 17,) 
did respect the giving of thanks for the ‘finishing and 
housing of the barley-harvest. Therefore, in regard 
of this relation, these two solemnities were linked to- 
gether, that both might respect the harvest ; that, the 
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Our Lord vindicates them, 3-8. 
The Pharisees seek his destruction, 14. 
Heals the blind and dumb demoniac, 22, 23. 
The sin against the Holy Ghost, 31, 32. 


The man with the wi- 
He heals the multitudes, and fulfils 
The malice of the Pharisees 
Good and bad trees known by 
Jonah, a sign of Christ’s death and resurrec- 


A.M. 4031, 
and began to pluck the ears of corn, *,™, “3 
and to eat. An. Olymp. 


2 But when the Pharisees saw it, 
ii. 23; Luke vi. 1. 


harvest beginning ; this, the harvest ended: this de- 
pended on that, and was numbered seven weeks after 
it. Therefore, the computation of the time coming 
between could not but carry with it the memory of 
that second day of the pass-over week; and hence 
pentecost is called the feast of weeks, Deut. xvi. 10. 
The true calculation of the time between could not 
otherwise be retained, as to Sabbaths, but by number- 
ing thus: this is ca@Batov devteporpwrov, the first 
Sabbath after the second day of the pass-over. This 
is devrepodevrepor, the second Sabbath after that second 
day. And so of the rest. In the Jerusalem Talmud, 
the word N”DI1WIND Naw shebeth protogamiya, the 
Sabbath, rpwroyauiac, of the first marriage, is a com- 
position not very unlike.” Lightfoot. 

His disciples were an hungered] Were hungry. The 
former is a mode of expression totally obsolete. How 
near does the translation of this verse come to our an- 
cient mother-tongue, the Anglo-Saxon!—de pelend 
Foy on pepte-O&Z open CKcenay. fyodlice hyy leonning- 
enlhtay hingnede, and hig ongunnun pluccian pa ean and etan 
—The Healer went on rest-day over acres: truly his 
learning knights hungred, and they began to pluck 
the ear and eaten. We may well wonder at the ex- 
treme poverty of Christ and his disciples. He was 
himself present with them, and yet permitted them to 
lack bread! A man, therefore, is not forsaken of God 
because he is in want. It is more honourable to suf- 
fer the want of all temporal things in fellowship with 
Christ and his followers, than to have all things in 
abundance in connection with the world. 

Verse 2. Thy disciples do that which is not lawful 
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Our Lord vindicates the 
AM. 4031. they said unto him, Behold, thy dis- 
An. Olymp. ciples do that which is not lawful 
oo? todo upon the Sabbath-day. 
3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read 
b what David did, when he was an hungered, 
and they that were with him ; 


4 How he entered into the house of God, and | 


did cat ° the shew-bread, which was not lawful 
for him to eat, neither for them which were 
with him, ¢ but only for the priests ? 

5 Or have ye not read in the ° law, how that 
on the Sabbath-days, the priests in the temple 
profane the Sabbath, and are blameless ? 


bj Sam. xxi. 6. ¢ Hixod. xxv. 30; Lev, xxiv. 5.——4 Exod. 
xxix. 32, 33; Lev. viii. 31; xxiv. 9. e Num. xxviii. 9; John 
Vil. 22. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


conduct of his disciples 


6 ButI say unto you, That in this ieee 
place is fone greater than the ar rai 
temple. 

7 But if ye had known what this meaneth 
g] will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye 
would not have condemned the guiltless. 

8 For the Son of man is Lord even‘of the 
Sabbath-day. 

9 § And when he was departed thence, he 
went into their synagogue : ' 

10 And, behold, there was a man which had 
his hand withered. And they asked him, 
saying, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath- 


£2 Chron. vi. 18; Mal. iii. 1——s Hos. vi. 6; Mic. vi. 6, 7, 
8; chap. ix. 13. h Mark iii. 1; Luke vi. 6——‘ Luke xin. 
14; xiv. 3; John ix. 16. 


to do] The Jews were so superstitious, concerning the 
observance of the Sabbath, that in their wars with 
Antiochus Epiphanes, and the Romans, they thought 
it a crime even to attempt to defend themselves on 
the Sabbath: when their enemies observed this, they 
deferred their operations to that day. It was through 
this, that Pompey was enabled to take Jerusalem. 
Dion. Cass. lib. Xxxvi. 

Those who know not the spirit and design of the 
Divine law are often superstitious to inhumanity, and 
indulgent to wmpiety. An intolerant and censorious 
spirit in religion is one of the greatest curses a man 
ean well fall under. 

Verse 3,4. Have ye not read what David did] The 
original history is in 1 Sam. xxi. 1-6. 

When he was an hungered| Here hearkento Kimchi, 
producing the opinion of the ancients concerning this 
story in these words : ‘‘ Our rabbins of blessed memory 
say, that he gave him the shew-bread, &c. The inter- 
pretation also of the clause, Yea, though it were sanc- 
tified this day in the vessel, isthis: It is a small thing 
to say, that it is lawful for us to eat THESE LOAVES, 
taken from before the Lord, when we are hungry; for 
at would be lawful to eat this very loaf which is now 
set on, which is also sanctified in the vessel, (for the 
table sanctifieth,) it would be lawful to eat even this, 
when another loaf is not present with you to give us, 
and we are so hunger-bitten. And alittle after, There 
as nothing which may hinder taking care of life, beside 
idolatry, adultery, and murder. ‘That is, a man, ac- 
cording to them, should do any thing ‘but these in order 
to preserve life.” See Lightfoot. 

He entered into the house of God| Viz. the house 
of Ahimelech the priest, whe dwelt at Nob, with whom 
the tabernacle then was, in which the Divine presence 
was manifested, 

And did eat the shew-bread] Tove aptove tne mpobe- 
cewc—in Hebrew, 0°39 DM lechem panim—bread of 
the presence, or faces, because this bread was to be set 
continually, mm 7354 Lipney Yehovah, before the face 
of Jehovah. See the notes on Exod. xxv. 23 and 30. 

“Since part of the frankincense put in the bread 
was to be burnt on the altar for a memorial, Ley. 
xxiv. 7, and since Aaron and his sons were to eat it in 
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the holy place, it is evident that this bread typified 
Christ, first presented as a sacrifice 40, or in the pre- 
sence of, Jehovah, and then becomixg spiritual food to 
such as, in and through him, are spiritual priests to 
Gods “See Rev. 1.6; y. 10; xx. 6= also 1 Peto: 
Parkhurst. 

Verse 5. The priests—profane the Sabbath] Pro- 
fane, i. e. put it to what might be called a common use, 
by slaying and offering up sacrifices, and by doing the 
services of the temple, as on common days, Exod. 
Rs Cue Kev os 

Verse 6. In this place is one greater than the tem- 
ple.| Does not our Lord refer here to Mal. iii. 1? 
Compare this with Heb. iii. 3. The Jews esteemed 
nothing greater than the temple, except that God who 
was worshipped in it. Christ, by asserting he was 
greater than the temple, asserts that he was God ; and 
this he does, in still more direct terms, ver. 8, The 
Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath—is Institutor and 
Governor of it. Compare this with Gen. ii. 3, and 
see the notes there. ‘ 

Verse 7. [will have mercy, &c.] See this explained, 
chap. ix. 13. There are fowr ways in which positive 
laws may cease to oblige. 

First, by the natural law of necessity. 

Secondly, by a particular law, which is superior. 

Thirdly, by the daw of charity and mercy. 

Fourthly, by the dispensation and authority of the 
Lawgiver. 

These cases are all exemplified from verse 4 to 
verse 8. 

Verse 8. The Son of man is Lord even of the Sab- 
bath-day.| The change of the Jewish into the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, called the Zord’s day, Rev. i. 10, 
shows that Christ is not only the Zord, but also the 
truth and completion of it. For it seems to have 
been by an especial providence that this change has 
been made and acknowledged all over the Christian 
world. 

Verse 10. A man which had his hand withered.} 
Probably thréugh a partial paralysis. The man’s hand 
was withered ; but God’s mercy had still preserved to 
him the use of his feet : he uses them to bring him to 
the public worship of God, and Jesus meets and heals 
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The man with the 


A, M4031. days? that they might accuse 


An. Olymp. him. 

11 And he said unto them, What 
man shall there be among you, that shall have 
one sheep, and "if it fall into a pit on the 
Sabbath-day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift 
wt out? 

12 How much then is a man better than a 
sheep? Wherefore, it is lawful to do well 
on the Sabbath-days. 

13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth 


k See Exod. xxiii. 4,5; Deut. xxii. 4! Chap. xxvii. 1; Mark 
ui. 6; Luke vi. 11; Johny. 18; x. 39; xi. 53. 


him there. How true is the proverb—Ji is never so 
ul with us, but it might be much worse ! 

Verse 11. If it fall into a pit on the Sabbath-day, 
&c.] It was a canon among the Jews: “We must 
take a tender care of the goods of an Israelite.” 
Hence :— 

“Tf a beast fall into a ditch, or into a pool of water, 
let (the owner) bring him food in that place if he can; 
but, if he cannot, let him bring clothes and litter, and 
bear up the beast; whence, if he can come up, let 
him come up, &c.” 

“Tf a beast or its foal fall into a ditch on a holy 
day, R. Lazar saith, Let him lift up the former to kill 
him, and let him kill him ; but let him give fodder to 
the other, lest he die in that place. R. Joshua saith, 
Let him lift up the former with the intention of killing 
him, although he kill him not; let him lift up the 
other also, although it be not in his mind to kill him.” 
To these canons our Lord seems here very properly 
to appeal, in vindication of his intention to heal the 
distressed man. See Lightfoot. 

Self-interest is a very decisive casuist, and removes 
abundance of scruples in a moment. It is always 
the first consulted, and the most readily obeyed. It 
is not sinful to hearken to it, but it must not govern 
nor determine by itself. 

Verse 12. How much then is a man better than a 
sheep 2] Our Lord’s argument is what is called argu- 
mentum ad hominem; they are taken on their own 
ground, and confuted on their own maxims and con- 
duct. There are many persons who call themselves 
Christians, who do more for a beast of burden or plea- 
sure than they do for a man for whom Christ died! 
Many spend that on coursers, spaniels, and hounds, of 
which multitudes of the followers of Christ are des- 
titute :—but this also shall come to judgment. 

Wherefore, it is lawful to do well, &c.] This was 
allowed by a multitude of Jewish canons. See 
Schoettgen. 

Verse 13. Stretch forth thine hand.] The bare 
command of God is a sufficient reason of obedience. 
This man might have reasoned thus : “ Lord, my hand 
is withered; how then can I stretch it out? Make it 
whole first, and afterwards I will do as thou com- 
mandest.” This may appear reasonable, but in his 
case it would have been foolishness. At the command 
of the Lord he made the effort, and in making it the 
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CHAP. XII. 


withered hand healed. 


thine hand. And he stretched i¢ A: M. 4031. 
forth; and it was restored whole, An. Olymp. 
like as the other. ae 

14 § Then !the Pharisees went out, and 
™ held a council against him, how they might 
destroy him. 

15 But when Jesus knew zt, "he withdrew 
himself from thence: ° and great multitudes 
followed him, and he healed them all ; 

16 And ? charged them that they should not 
make him known: 


m Or, took counsel. 


© Chap, 


" See chap. x. 23; Mark iii. 7. 
XIX. 2. P Chap. ix. 30. 


cure was effected! Faith disregards apparent im- 
possibilities, where there is a command and promise 
of God. The effort to believe is, often, that faith 
by which the soul is healed. 

A little before (verses 6 and 8) Jesus Christ had 
asserted his Godhead, in this verse he proves it. What 
but the omnipotence of the living God could have, in 
a moment, restored this withered hand? There could 
be no collusion here ; the man who had a real disease 
was instantaneously and therefore miraculously cured ; 
and the mercy and power of God were both amply 
manifested in this business. 

It is worthy of remark, that as the man was healed 
with a word, without even a touch, the Sabbath was 
unbroken, even according to their most rigid interpre- 
tation of the letter of the law. 

Verse 14. Held a council against him] Nothing 
sooner leads to utter blindness, and hardness of heart, 
than envy. ‘There are many who abandon themselves 
to pleasure-taking and debauchery on the Sabbath, who 
condemn a poor man whom necessity obliges to work 
on what is termed a holiday, or a national fast. 

Verse 15. Jesus—withdrew himself from thence] 
It is the part of prudence and Christian charity not to 
provoke, if possible, the blind and the hardened; and 
to take from them the occasion of sin. A man of 
God is not afraid of persecution; but, as his aim is 
only to do good, by proclaiming every where the grace 
of the Lord Jesus, he departs from any place when he 
finds the obstacles to the accomplishment of his end 
are, humanly speaking, invincible, and that he cannot 
do good without being the means of much evil. Yield 
to the stream when you cannot stem it. 

Great multitudes followed him, and he healed them 
all] The rejection of the Gospel in one place has 
often been the means of sending it to and establishing 
it in another. Jesus healed all that followed him, i. e. 
all who had need of healing, and who desired to» be 
healed ; for thus the passage must be understood :— 
and is he not still the same? No soul shall ever im- 
plore his healing power in vain; but let it be remem- 
bered, that only those who follow Christ, and apply to 
him, are healed of their spiritual maladies. 

Verse 16. Charged them that they should not make 
him known] See chap. vii. 4. Jesus Christ, as Gop, 
could have easily concealed himself, but he chooses to 
do it a8 man, and to use no other than human means, 
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Prophecies of Christ fulfilled. 


A.M 4031. 17 That it might be fulfilled which 
As. Clap! ynes spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, 

18 4 Behold my servant, whom I have cho- 
sen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well 
pleased ; I will put my Spirit upon him, and 
he shall show judgment to the Gentiles. 

19 He shall not strive, nor cry; neither 
shall any man hear his voice in the strects. 

20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto victory. 


QIsa. xlii. 1.—" Chap. 1.17; xvil. 5. 8 See chap. ix. 32; 
Mark ii. 11; Luke xi. 14. 


as these were quite sufficient for the purpose, to teach 
us not to neglect them in our necessity. Indeed, he 
always used his power less on his own account, than 
on that of men. 

Verse 18. Behold my servant] This title was given 
to our blessed Lord in several prophecies. See Isa. 
xlii. 1; lii. 2. Christ assumes it, Psa. xl. 7-9. 
Compare these with John xvii. 4, and Phil. ii. 7. God 
required an acceptable and perfect service from man; 
but man, being sinful, could not perform it. Jesus, 
taking upon him the nature of man, fully performed 
the whole will of God, and communicates grace to all 
his followers, to enable them perfectly to love and 
worthily to magnify their Maker. 

And he shall show judgment to the Gentiles. That 
is, He will publish the Gospel to the heathens ; for the 
word xpiotv here answers to the word DDNwWh mishpat 
of the prophet, and it is used among the Hebrews to 
signify laws, precepts, and a whole system or body of 
doctrine. See Psa. xix. 19; exix. 30, 39; Isa. 
lviii. 2. 

Verse 19. He shall not strive, nor cry] The spirit 
of Christ is not a spirit of contention, murmuring, 
clamour, or litigiousness. He who loves these does 
not belong to him. Christ therefore fulfilled a pro- 
phecy by withdrawing from this place, on account of 
the rage of the Pharisees. 

Verse 20. A bruised reed shall he not break] A reed 
is, in Scripture, the emblem of weakness, Ezek. xxix. 
6; and a bruised reed must signify that state of weak- 
ness that borders on dissolution and death. 

And smoking flax shall he not quench] Awov rvdgo- 
pevov. Acvoc means the wick of a lamp, and rudouevor 
is intended to point out its expiring state. when the 
oil has been all burnt away from it. and nothing is 
left but a mere snuff, emitting smoke. Some suppose 
the Jewish state, as to ecclesiastical matters, is here 
intended, the prophecy declaring that Christ would 
not destroy it, but leave it to expire of itself, as it 
already contained the principles of its own destruc- 
tion. Others have considered it as implying that 
great tenderness with which the blessed Jesus should 
treat the weak and the ignorant, whose good desires 
must not be stifled, but encouraged. The bruised reed 
may recover itself, if permitted to vegetate under the 
genial influences of heaven ; and the life and light of 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


The blind and dumb healed. 


21 And in his name shall the Gen- 
tiles trust. 

22 %*'Then was brought unto him 
one possessed with a devil, blind and dumb ; 
and he healed him, insomuch that the blind 
and dumb both spake and saw. 

23 And all the people were amazed, and 
said, Is not this the son of David ? 

24 9 *But when the Pharisees heard 7t, 
they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, 
but by * Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 

25 And Jesus Y knew their thoughts, and 


A. M. 4031. 
A= DEZT. 
An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3. 


tChap. ix. 34; Mark iii. 22; Luke xi. 15. “Gr. Beelzebul : 
and so ver. 27. v Chap. ix. 4; John ii, 25; Rev. ii. 23. 


the expiring lamp may be supported by the addition 
of fresh oil. Jesus therefore quenches not faint 
desires after salvation, even in the worst and most un- 
deserving of men; for even such desires may lead to 
the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of peace. 

Judgment unto victory.| See ver. 18. By judg- 
ment, understand the Gospel, and by victory its com- 
plete triumph over Jewish opposition, and Gentile 
impiety. He will continue by these mild and gentle 
means to work till the whole world is Christianized, 
and the universe filled with his glory. 

Verse 21. And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.] 
EArtovot, they shall hope. Jesus Christ is the sole 
hope and trust of mankind; to trust and hope in his 
name, Jusus, is to expect salvation and all things ne- 
cessary from him alone, to despise, comparatively, all 
earthly promises, to esteem, love, and desire heavenly 
things only, and to bear with patience and tranquillity 
all the losses and evils of this life, upon the prospect 
and hope of that felicity which he has purchased 
for us. 

Verse 22. One possessed with a devil, blind and 
dumb] A person from whom the indwelling demon 
took away both sight and hearing. Satan makes him- 
self master of the heart, the eyes, and the tongue of 
the sinner. His heart he fills with the love of sin; 
his eyes he blinds that he may not see his guilt, and 
the perdition which awaits him; and his tongue he 
hinders from prayer and supplication, though he gives 
it increasing liberty in blasphemies, lies, slanders, &c. 
None but Jesus can redeem from this threefold 
captivity. 

Verse 23. Is not this the son of David ?] Is not 
this the true Messiah? Do not these miracles suffi- 
ciently prove it? See Isa. xxxv. 5. 

Verse 24. Beelzebub] See chap. x. 25. 

Verse 25. Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation) Our Lord’s argument runs 
thus :—“ The welfare of any kingdom, city, or family, 
depends on its concord and unanimity ; Satan, like 
every other potentate, must wish to rule his empire in 
peace and security ; how then can he be in league with 
me, who oppose, his authority, and am destroying his 
kingdom 2?” 

The reasoning of the Pharisees, ver. 24, was not 
expressed, and Jesus, knowing their thoughts, gav 
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Christ’s miracles attributed 


— said unto them, Every kingdom 


Aaa divided against itself is brought to 
—— desolation ; and every city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand. 

26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is di- 
vided against himself; how shall then his 
kingdom stand ? 

27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by 
whom do your children cast them out? there- 
fore they shall be your judges. 

28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit 


W Dan. ii. 44; vii. 14; Luke 1. 33; xi. 20; xvii. 20, 21. 
xXIsu. xlix. 24; Luke xi. 21, 22, 23. 


them ample proof of his omniscience. This, with our 
Lord’s masterly confutation of their reasonings, by a 
conclusion drawn from their own premises, one would 
have supposed might have humbled and convinced 
these men; but the most conclusive reasoning, and 
the most astonishing miracles, were lost upon a people 
who were obstinately determined to disbelieve every 
thing good, relative to Christ. How true the saying— 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not! 

Verse 26. If Satan cast out Satan] A good cause 
will produce a good effect, and an evil cause an evil 
effect. Were I on Satan’s side, I would act for his 
interest and confirm his influence among you ; but I 
oppose his maxims by my doctrine, and his influence 
by my power. : 

Verse 27. By whom do your children cast them 
out 2} Children, or sons of the prophets, means the 
disciples of the prophets; and children or sons of the 
Pharisees, disciples of the Pharisees. From Acts xix. 
13, 14, it is evident there were exorcists among the 
Jews, and, from our Lord’s saying here, it is also 
evident that the disciples of the Pharisees did cast out 
demons, or, at least, those who educated them wished 
to have it believed that they had such a power. Our 
Lord’s argument here is extremely conclusive: If the 
man who casts out demons proves himself thereby to 
be in league with and influenced by Satan, then your 
disciples, and you who taught them, are all of you in 
league with the devil: ye must either give up your 
assertion, that I cast out demons by Beelzebul, or else 
admit this conclusion, in its fullest force and latitude, 
that ye are all children of the devil, and leagued with 
him against God. 

Envy causes persons often to condemn in one, what 
they approve in another. 

Verse 28. But if I cast out devils by the Spirit 
of God] Perhaps the Spirit of God is here mentioned 
by way of opposition to the magical incantations of 
the Jews; for it is well known that by fumigations 
and magical washings, they professed to cast out devils. 
See a case mentioned by Schoettgen on this verse. 

Then the kingdom of God] For the destruction of 
the kingdom of Satan plainly implies the setting up 
of the kingdom of God. 

Is come unto you.] Is come unexpectedly upon 
you. Ed¢é6acev, from ¢0ava, to appear suddenly—un- 
expectedly. 
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CHAP. XII. 


to the power of Satan. 


of God, then the kingdom of God A, M: 4031. 
18 come unto you. 

29 *Or else how can one enter 
into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, 
except he first bind the strong man? and then 
he will spoil his house. 

30 He that is not with me is against me; 
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad. 

31 Wherefore I say unto you, ¥ All manner 
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 


y Mark iii. 28; Luke xii. 10; Heb. vi. 4, &c.; x. 26, 29; 
1 John v. 16. 


They pretended to be in expectation of the kingdom 
of God, and consequently of the destruction of the 
kingdom of Satan. But, by being not prepared to 
receive Christ in these proofs of his Divine mission, 
they showed that their expectation was but pretended. 
They were too carnal to mind spiritual things. 

Verse 29. Hise how can one enter into a strong 
man’s house] Men, through sin, are become the very 
house and dwelling place of Satan, having of their own 
accord surrendered themselves to this unjust pos- 
sessor; for whoever gives up his soul to sin gives it 
up to the devil. It is Jesus, and Jesus alone, who can 
deliver from the power of this bondage. When Satan 
is cast out, Jesus purifies and dwells in the heart. 

Verse 30. He that is not with me is against me] 
In vain do men seek for methods to reconcile God and 
mammon. ‘There is no medium between loving the 
Lord and being his enemy—between. belonging to 
Christ or to Satan. If we be on the side of the devil, 
we must expect to go to the devil’s hell; if we be on 
the side of Christ, we may expect to go to his heaven. 
When Christ, his truth, and his servants are assaulted, 
he who does not espouse their cause is not on Christ’s 
side, but incurs the guilt of deserting and betraying 
him. There are many, (it is to be feared,) in the 
world who are really against Christ, and scatter abroad, 
who flatter themselves that they are workers together 
with him, and of the number of his friends! 

Scattereth abroad.| This seems to have been a pro- 
verbial form of speech, and may be a metaphor taken 
from shepherds. He who does not help the true 
shepherd to gather his flock into the fold is, most likely, 
one who wishes to scatter them, that he may have the 
opportunity of stealing and destroying them. I do not 
find any parallel to this proverbial mode of speech in 
the Jewish rabbins, if it be one, nor have I met with 
it among the Greek or Roman writers. 

Verse 31. All manner of sin and blasphemy] 
BAaodnwa, injurious or impious speaking, byrmon spree, 
mocking and deriding speech, Anglo-Saxon. See 
chap. ix. 3. 

But the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost] Even 
personal reproaches, revilings, persecutions against 
Christ, were remissible; but blasphemy, or impious 
speaking against the Holy Spirit was to have no for- 
giveness: i. e. when the person obstinately attributed 


| those works to the devil, which he had the fullest evi- 
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a Olymp. the Holy Ghost shall not be for- 
—._ given unto men. 


z Acts vii. 51——* Chap. xi. 19; xiii. 55; John vil. 12, 52. 


dence could be wrought only by the Spirit of God. 
That this, and nothing else, is the sim against the Holy 
Spirit, is evident from the connection in this place, 
and more particularly from Mark iii. 28, 29, 30. “ All 
sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blas- 
phemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme ; but 
he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath 
never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damna- 
tion; BECAUSE they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” 

Here the matter is made clear beyond the smallest 
doubt—the unpardonable sin, as some term it, is 
neither less nor more than ascribing the miracles Christ 
wrought, by the power of God, to the spirit of the 
devil. Many sincere people have been grievously 
troubled with apprehensions that they had committed 
the unpardonable sin; but let it be observed that no 
man who believes the Divine mission of Jesus Christ, 
ever can commit this sin: therefore let no man’s heart 
fail because of it, from henceforth and for ever, Amen. 
See below. / 

Verse 32. Neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come.| Though I follow the common transla- 
tion, yet I am fully satisfied the meaning of the words 
is, neither in this dispensation, (viz. the Jewish,) nor 
in that which is to come, viz. the Christian. Non odiy 
élam ha-bo, the world to come, is a constant phrase 
for the times of the Messiah in the Jewish writers. 
See below. The sin here spoken of by our Lord 
ranks high in the catalogue of presumptuous sins, for 
which there was no forgiveness under the Mosaic 
dispensation. See Num. xv. 30, 31; xxxv. 31; Lev. 
xx. 10; 1 Sam. il. 25. When our Lord says that 
such a sin hath no forgiveness, is he not to be under- 
stood as meaning that the crime shall be punished 
under the Christian dispensation as it was under the 
Jewish, viz. by the destruction of the body? And is 
not this the same mentioned 1 John i. 7, called there 
the sin unto death; i. e. a sin that was to be pun- 
ished by the death of the body, while mercy might be 
extended to the soul? The punishment for presump- 
tuous sins, under the Jewish law, to which our Lord 
evidently alludes, certainly did not extend to the dam- 
nation of the soul, though the body was destroyed : 
therefore I think that, though there was no such for- 
giveness to be extended to this crime as to absolve the 
man from the punishment of temporal death, yet, on 
repentance, mercy might be extended to the soul; 
and every sin may be repented of under the Gospel 
dispensation. 

Dr. Lightfoot has sufficiently vindicated this pas- 
sage from all false interpretation. ‘They that endea- 
vour hence to prove the remission of some sins after 
death, seem little to understand to what Christ had 
respect when he spake these words. Weigh well this 
common and most known doctrine of the Jewish schools, 
and judge. 

“ He that transgresses an affirmative precept, if he 
presently repent, 13 not moved until the Lord pardon 
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32 And whosoever * speaketh a prota 


word against the Son of man, ? it shall eh 
be forgiven him: but whosoever 


b] Tim. i. 13. 


him; and of such it is said, Be ye converted, O back 
sliding children! and I will heal your backslidings.— 


He that transgresses a negative precept, and repents, 
his repentance suspends judgment, and the day of ex-. 


piation expiates him; as it is said, This day shall all 
your uncleannesses be expiated to you. He that trans- 
gresses to cutimg off (by the stroke of God) or to 
death by the Sanhedrin, and repents, repentance and 
the day of expiation do suspend judgment, and the 
strokes that are laid upon him wipe off sin, as tt 1s 
said, And I will visit their transgression with a rod, 
and their iniquity with scourges. But he by whom 
the name of God is profaned (or blasphemed) repent- 
ance is of no avail to him to suspend judgment, nor 
the day of expiation to expiate it, nor scourges (or 
corrections inflicted) to wipe it off, but all suspend 
judgment, and death wipes it off. Thus the Babylo- 
nian Gemara writes; but the Jerusalem thus: Re- 
pentance and the day of expiation expiate as to the 
third part, and corrections as to the third part, and 
death wipes it off, as it 1s sad, And your iiquities 
shall not be expiated to you until ye die: behold, we 
learn that death wipes off. Note this, which Christ 
contradicts, concerning blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost. Jt shall not be forgiven, saith he, neither in 
this world, nor in the world to come; that is, neither 
before death, nor, as you dream, by death. Jerus. 
Sanhed. fol. 37. and Bab. Yoma, fol. 86. 

“ In the world to come.—I. Some phrases were re- 
ceived into common use, by which, in common speech, 
they opposed the heresy of the Sadducees, who denied 
immortality, Of that sort were xan Dd dlam ha-ba, 
Avov 6 pedAwv, The world to come. {1p Ji gan dden, 
Tlapaderooc, paradise: DIN °1 ger hinnom, Teevva, 
hell, &c. 

“ At the end of all the prayers in the temple (as 
we observed before) they said Dy yp dd élam, for 
ever. But when the heretics (i. e. the Sadducees) 
brake in, and said there was NO Ack but one, then it 
was appointed to be said for ever and ever. DYN 1p 
aon 3 min ha-olam, vead ha-olam. Bab. Be- 
racoth, fol. 54. This distinction of min Oy dlam 
hazeh, this world, and of Nin pny olam ha-ba, the 
world to come, you may find almost in every page of 
the rabbins. 

“ The Lord recompense thee a good reward for this 
thy good work in this world, and let thy reward be 
perfected in the world to come. Targum on Ruth. 

“ Tt (that is, the history of the creation and of the 
Bible) therefore begins with the letter 1 beth, (in the 
word MwA bereshith,) because two worlds were cre- 
ated, this world and a world to come. Baal Turim. 

“The world to come hints two things especially, 
(of which see Rambam, in Sanhed. cap. ii. Chelek.) 
I. The times of the Messiah: ‘ Be mindful of the day 
wherein thou camest out of Egypt, all the days of thy 
life: the wise men say, by the days of thy life is in- 
tunated this world: by all the days of thy life, the 
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Bhs Se shall not be forgiven him, neither 
— in this world, neither in the world 


to come. 

33 Either make the tree good, and ¢ his fruit 
good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his 
fruit’ corrupt; for the tree is known by his 
fruit. 

34 O 4 generation of vipers, how can ye, being 
evil, speak good things ? © for out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

35 A good man out of the good treasure of 
the heart bringeth forth good things: and an 


¢ Chap. vii. 17; Luke vi. 43, 44.——4 Chap. iii. 7; xxiii. 33; 
© Luke vi. 45. Chap. xvi.1; Mark viii. 11; Luke xi. 16, 


days of the Messiah are superinduced.’ In this sense- 


the apostle seems to speak, Heb. ii. 5, and vi. 5.— 
Il. The state after death: thus Rab. Tancuwm, The 
world to come, is when a man has departed out of 
this world.” 

Verse 33. Either make the tree good] That is, 
the effect will be always similar to the cause; a bad 
tree will produce bad fruit, and a good tree, good 
Fruit. 

The works will resemble the heart: nothing good 
can proceed from an evil spirit; no good fruit can 
proceed from a corrupt heart. Before the heart of 
man can produce any good, it must be renewed and 
influenced by the Spirit of God. 

Verse 34. O generation of vipers} These are 
apparently severe words; but they were extremely 
proper in reference to that execrable people to whom 
they were addressed: the whole verse is an inference 
from what was spoken before. 

Out of the abundance (repiccevpartoc, the overflow- 
ings) of the heart} Wicked words and sinful actions 
may be considered as the overflowings of a heart that 
1s more than full of the spirit of wickedness ; and holy 
words and righteous deeds may be considered as the 
overflowings of a heart that is filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and running over with love to God and man. 

Verse 35. A good man out of the good treasure 
of the heart] Tne xapdrac, of the heart, is omitted by 
upwards of one hundred MSS., many of them of the 
greatest antiquity and authority; by all the Syriac, 
Arabic, and Persic; by the Slavonic, Saxon, Vulgate, 
and Jtala, (except four,) and by several of the primi- 
tive fathers. It seems to have been added here by 
some copyist, merely to explain. The good heart is 
the good treaswry, and the treasure that is in it is the 
love of God, and of all mankind. The bad heart is 
the bad treasury, and its treasure is the carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God, and ill-will to man. 

Verse 36. Every tdle word] Pnua apyov, a word 
that does nothing, that neither ministers grace nor in- 
struction to them who hear it. The word apyov cor- 
responds to the Hebrew nw shavé, which signifies not 
only vain or empty, but also wicked and wyurious, 
such as a false testimony against a neighbour, compare 
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the wicked Jews 


evil man out of the evil treasure 4, M.4031. 
bringeth forth evil things.  Olymy 

36 But I say unto you, That every 
idle. word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. 

37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, 
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 

38 4 fThen certain of the scribes and of the 
Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would 
see a sign from thee. 

39 But he answered and said unto them, 
Aneviland £ adulterous generation seeketh after 
a sign; and there shall no sign be given to 


29; John ii. 18; 1 Cor. i. 22.——#Isa. lvii.3; chap. xvi. 4; 
Mark vii. 38; John iv. 48. 


Deut. v. 11 and 20. Add to this, that Symmachus 
translates 11D piggul, polluted, Lev. xix. 7, by the 
very Greek word in the text. It was to explain this 
ambiguous.meaning of the word, that ten MSS. have 
changed apyov into rovnpov, evil. Our Lord must be 
understood here as condemning all false and injurious 
words: the scope of the place necessarily requires this 
meaning. 

Verse 37. By thy words thou shalt be justified | 
That is, the whole tenor of thy conversation will be 
an evidence for or against thee, in the great day.— 
How many are there who count words for nothing! 
and yet eternity often depends on them. Lord, put 
a watch before the door of my lips! is a prayer pro- 
per for all men. 

Verse 38. We would see a sign from thee.]| That 
is, we wish now to see thee work a miracle. Pride, 
vain curiosity, and incredulity, have never proof suffi- 
cient of the truth: for they wll not be satisfied. 

“Verse 39. An evil and adulterous generation] Or, 
race of people ; for so yevea should be translated here, 
and in most other places in the Gospels ; for our Lord, 
in general, uses it to point out the Jewish people.— 
This translation is a key to unlock some very obscure 
passages in the evangelists. 

Seeketh after a sign] Or, seeketh another sign, 
(exitnret,) so I think this word should be translated. 
Our Lord had already given the Jews several signs ; 
and here they desire sign upon sign. 

Our Lord terms the Jews an adulterous race.— 
Under the old covenant, the Jewish nation was re- 
presented as in a marriage contract with the Lord of 
hosts; as believers, in the new covenant, are repre- 
sented as the spouse of Christ. All unfaithfulness 
and disobedience was considered as a breach of this 
marriage contract ; hence the persons who were thus 
guilty are denominated adulterers and adulteresses. 
But, independently of this, there is the utmost proof, 
from their own writings, that in the time of our Lord 
they were most literally an adulterous race of people : 
for, at this very time, R. Jochanan ben Zacchai abro- 
gated the trial by the bitter waters of jealousy, be- 
cause so many were found to be thus criminal See 
on John vii, 3. 

139 


Jonah a sign of Christ’s 


A.M. 4031. ; i he Prophet 
fe aaa but the sign of the Pp 
An. Olymp. Jonas: 

CCL 3 


40 5 Foras Jonas was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s belly : so shall 
the Son of man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth. 


h Jonahi. 17,—i Luke xi. 32.— See Jer. iii. 11; Ezek, xvi. 51, 52; 


Verse 40. Three days and three nights] Our 
Lord rose from the grave on the day but one’ after 
his crucifixion: so that, in the computation in this 
verse, the part of the day on which he was crucified, 
and the part of that on which he rose again, are seve- 
rally estimated as an entire day; and this, no doubt, 
exactly corresponded to the time in which Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish. Our Lord says, As Jonah 
was, so shall the Son of man be, &c. Hvening and 
morning, or night and day, is the Hebrew phrase for 
a natural day, which the Greeks termed vuy6npepov, 
nuchthemeron. 'The very same quantity of time which 
is here termed three days and three nights, and which, 
in reality, was only one whole day, a part of two others, 
and two whole nights, is termed three days and three 
nights, in the book of Esther: Go; neither eat nor 
drink THREE DAYS, NIGHT or DAY, and so I will go in 
unto the king: chap. iv. 16. Afterwards it follows, 
chap. v. 1. “On the THIRD DAY, Esther stood in the 
inner court of the king’s house. Many examples 
might be produced, from both the sacred and profane 
writers, in vindication of the propriety of the expres- 
sion in the text. For farther satisfaction, the reader, 
if he please, may consult Whitby and Wakefield, and 
take the following from Lightfoot. 

“J, The Jewish writers extend that memorable 
station of the unmoving sun, at Joshua’s prayer, to 
six and thirty hours; for so Kimchi upon that place : 
‘ According to more exact interpretation, the sun and 
moon stood still for six and thirty hours: for when 
the fight was on the eve of the Sabbath, Joshua feared 
lest the Israelites might break the Sabbath; therefore 
he spread abroad his hands, that the sun might stand 
still on the sixth day, according to the measure of the 
day of the Sabbath, and the moon according to the 
measure of the mght of the Sabbath, and of the go- 
ing out of the Sabbath, which amounts to six and 
thirty hours.’ 

“JT. If you number the hours that pass from our 
Saviour’s giving up the ghost upon the cross to his re- 
surrection, you shall find almost the same number of 
hours; and yet that space is called by him three days 
and three nights, whereas two nights only came be- 
tween, and one complete day. Nevertheless, while he 
speaks these words, he is not without the consent both 
of the Jewish schools and their computation. Weigh 
well that which is disputed in the tract Scabbath, con- 
cerning the separation of a woman for three days; 
where many things are discussed by the Gemarists, 
concerning the computation of this space of three days. 
Among other things these words occur: R. Ismael 
saith, Sometimes it contains four N\\% onoth, some- 
times five, sometimes six. ut how much is the space 
of an TN onah? KR. Jochanan saith, Either a day 
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iThe men of Nineveh shall Ae 


rise in judgment with this ge- Aa Ee 
neration, and * shall condemn it: — 
because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas 7s here. 
42 ™The queen of the south shall rise up 


Rom. ii. 27.—! Jon. iii. 5—™ 1 Kgs. x.1; 2 Chr. ix.1; Luke xi. 31. 


ora night. And so also the Jerusalem Talmud: ‘ R. 
Akiba fixed a vay for an onah, and a wieut for an 
onah.’ But the tradition is, that R. Eliazar ben Aza- 
riah said, A day and a night make an onah: and a 
part of an onah is as the wHote. Anda little after, 
R. Ismael computed a part of the onah for the whole.” 
Thus, then, three days and three nights, according to 
this Jewish method of reckoning, included any part of 
the first day; the whole of the following night; the 
next day and its night; and any part of the succeed- 
ing or third day. 

In the whale’s belly| Thata fish of the shark kind, 
and not a whale, is here meant, Bochart has abundant- 
ly proved, vol. iii. col. 742, &c., edit. Leyd. 1692. 
It is well known that the throat of a whale is capable 
of admitting little more than the arm of an ordinary 
man; but many of the shark species can swallow a 
man whole, and men have been found whole in the 
stomachs of several. Every natural history abounds 
with facts of this kind. Besides, the shark is a na-- 
tive of the Mediterranean Sea, in which Jonah was 
sailing when swallowed by what the Hebrew terms 


Sy 39 dag gadol, a great fish ; but every body knows 


that whales are no produce of the Mediterranean Sea, 
though some have been by accident found there, as in 
most other parts of the maritime world; but, let them 
be found where they may, there is none of them ca- 
pable of swallowing a man. Instead of either whale 
or shark, some have translated )33 19 dag gadol, Jo- 
nah i. 17, by a fishing cove, or something of this na- 
ture ; but this is merely to get rid of the miracle: for, 
according to some, the whole of Divine revelation is a 
forgery—or it is a system of metaphor or allegory, 

that has no miraculous interferences init. But, inde- 

pendently of all this, the criticism is contemptible. 

Others say, that the great fish means a vessel so called, 

into which Jonah went, and into the hold of which he 

was thrown, where he continued three days and three 

nights. In short, it must be any thing but a real mi- 

racle, the existence of which the wise men, so called, 

of the present day, cannot admit. Perhaps these very 

men are not aware that they have scarcely any belief 

even in the existence of God himself! . 

Verse 41. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judg- 
ment] The voice of God, threatening temporal judg- 
ments, caused a whole people to repent, who had nei- 
ther Moses nor Christ, neither the law nor the prophets ; 
and who perhaps never had but this one preacher among 
them. What judgment may not we expect, if we 
continue impenitent, after all that God has bestowed 
upon us ? 

A greater than Jonas is here.|  TiAetov, for re revo, 
something more. The evidence offered . Jonah suf- 
ficed to convinces and lead the Ninevites to repentance; 

1 


Concerning the CHAP. 
A.M ‘031. in the judgment with this generation, 


Hh, Clymp, and shall condemn it: for she came 
——. from the uttermost parts of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, 
behold, a greater than Solomon ?s here. 

43 » When the unclean spirit is gone out of 
a man, ° he walketh through dry places, seek- 
ing rest, and findeth none: 

44 Then he saith, I will retwm into my 
house from whence I came out ; and when he is 
come, he findeth 7¢ empty, swept, and garnished. 


n Luke xi. 24. 


© Job i. 7; 1 Pet. v. 8——? Heb. vi. 4; x. 26; 
2 Pet. 11.20, 21228 


but here was more evidence, and a greater person ; and 
yet so obstinate are the Jews that all is ineffectual. 
1. Christ, who preached to the Jews, was infinitely 
greater than Jonah, in his nature, person, and mission. 
2. Jonah preached repentance in Nineveh only forty 
days, and Christ preached among the Jews for several 
years. 3. Jonah wrought no miracles to authorize 
his preaching ; but Christ wrought miracles every day, 
in every place where he went, and of every kind. 
And 4. Notwithstanding all this, the people of Judea 
did not repent, though the people of Nineveh did. 

Verse 42. The queen of the south] In 1 Kings 
x. 1, this queen is said to be of Saba, which was a 
- city and province of Arabia Felix, to the south, or 
south-east, of Judea. 

Uttermost parts of the earth] Tepatwv rng ync— 
a form of speech which merely signifies, a great dis- 
tance. See Deut. xxviii. 49. 

Verse 43. When the unclean spirit] If there had 
been no reality in demoniacal possessions, our Lord 
would have scarcely appealed to a case of this kind 
here, to point out the real state of the Jewish people, 
and the desolation which was coming upon them. 
Had this been only a vulgar error, of the nonsense of 
which the learned scribes and the wise Pharisees must 
have been convineed, the case not being one in point, 
because not true, must have been treated by that very 
people with contempt for whose conviction it was alone 
designed. 

He walketh through dry places| Av avvdpwr torer. 
There seems to be a reference here to the Orphic de- 
monology, in which eyil spirits were divided into va- 
rious classes, according to the different regions of their 
abode, or places in which they delighted. These 
classes were five: 1. Aaiuovec ovpaviot, Celestial de- 
mons. 2. Aaipoves neptot, Aerial. 3. Aatwoveg evr- 
dpvot, Aquatic. 4. Aaipovec yfovior, Terrestrial. 5. 
Kae damovec vroyboviot, And subterranean demons. 
See Orph. ad Mus. ap. Schott. The Platonists, the 
followers of Zoroaster, and the primitive Jews, made 
nearly the same distinctions. : 

Seeking rest] Orrefreshment. Strange! a fallen 
corrupt spirit can have no rest but in the polluted hu- 
man heart: the corruption of the one is suited to the 
pollution of the other, and thus like cleaves to like. 

Verse 44. Into my house] The soul of that person 
from whom he had been expelled by the power of 
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45 Then goeth he, and taketh with * mM — 

himself seven other spirits more te Clg. 
wicked than himself, and they enter ee 
in and dwell there: Pand the last state 
of that man is worse than the first. Even 
so shall it be also unto this wicked gene- 
ration. 

46 % While he yet talked to the people, 
4behold Azs mother and * his brethren stood 
without, desiring to speak with him. 

47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mo- 


4 Mark iii. 31; Luke viii. 19, 20, 21.—— Ch. xiii. 55; Mark vi. 3; 
John ii, 12; Weds as Acts i. Jas A Cor, ix., 55 Gal. i. 19. 


Christ, and out of which he was to have been kept by 
continual prayer, faith, and watchfulness. 

He findeth it empty] Unoccupied, oxoialovra, empty 
of the former inhabitant, and ready to receive a new 
one: denoting a soul that has lost the life and power 
of godliness, and the testimony of the Holy Spirit. 

Swept and garnished.| As oxoAavw signifies to be 
idle, or unemployed, it may refer here to the person, 
as well as to his state. His affections and desires are 
no longer dusted with the things of God, but gad about, 
like an idle person, among the vanities of a perishing 
world. Swept, from love, meekness, and all the fruits 
of the Spirit ; and garnished, or adorned, xexoounuevor, 
decorated, with the vain showy trifles of folly and fa- 
shion. This may comprise also smart speeches, cun- 
ning repartees, &c., for which many who have lost the 
life of God are very remarkable. 

Verse 45. Seven other spirits more wicked] Seven 
was a favourite number with the Jews, implying fre- 
quently, with them, something perfect, completed, filled 
up, for such is the proper import of the Hebrew word 
yaw shevd or shevang: nearly allied in sound to our 
seven. And perhaps this meaning of it refers to the 
seventh day, when God rested from his work, having 
filled up, or completed the whole of his creative de- 
sign. Seven demons—as many as could occupy his 
soul, harassing it with pride, anger, self-will, lust, &c., 
and torturing the body with disease. 

The last state of that man 1s worse than the first.| 
His soul, before influenced by the Spirit of God, dilat- 
ed and expanded under its heavenly influences, becomes 
more capable of refinement in iniquity, as its powers 
are more capacious than formerly. Evil habits are 
formed and strengthened by relapses ; and relapses are 
multiplied, and become more incurable, through new 
habits. 

So shall it be also unto this wicked generation.] 
And so it was: for they grew worse and worse, as if 
totally abandoned to diabolic influence ; till at last the 
besom of destruction swept them and their privileges, 
national and religious, utterly away. What a terrible 
description of a state of apostasy is contained in these 
verses! May he who readeth understand! 

Verse 46. His mother and his brethren] These are 
supposed to have been the cousins of our Lord, as the 
word brother is frequently used among the Hebrews 
in this sense. But there are others who believe Mary 
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An. Olymp. out, desiring to speak with 
Pere yee, 

48 But he answered and said unto him that 
told him, Who is my mother? and who are 
my brethren? 


ST. MATTHEW. 


multitudes out of a ship 


49 And he stretched forth his 4,™; 4031 
hand toward his disciples, and said, i eg 
Behold my mother and my brethren ! : 

50 For * whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother. 


3 See John xv. 14; Gal. v. 6; vi. 15; 


a ee a ae 
had other children beside our Lord and that these were 
literally his brothers, who are spoken of here. And, 
although it be possible that these were the sons of 
Mary, the wife of Cleopas or Alpheus, his mother’s 
sister, called his relations, Mark iii. 21; yet it is as 
likely that they were the children of Joseph and Mary, 
and brethren of our Lord, in the strictest sense of the 
word. See on chap, xill. 55. 

Verse 48. Who ts my mother? and who are my 
brethren ?| The reason of this seeming disregard of 
his relatives was this: they came to seize upon him, 
for they thought he was distracted. See Mark iii. 21. 

Verse 50. Whosoever shall do the will of my Father, 
&c.] Those are the best acknowledged relatives of 
Christ who are united to him by spiritual ties, and who 
are become one with him by the indwelling of his Spirit. 
We generally suppose that Christ’s relatives must have 
shared much of his affectionate attention; and doubt- 


Col. iii. 11; Heb. i. 11. 


less they did: but here we find that whosoever does 
the will of God is equally esteemed by Christ, as his 
brother, sister, or even his virgin mother. What an 
encouragement for fervent attachment to God! 

1. From various facts related in this chapter, we 
see the nature and design of the revelation of God, 
and of all the ordinances and precepts contained in it 
—they are all calculated to do man good: to improve 
his understanding, to soften and change his nature, 
that he may love his neighbour as himself. That re- 
ligion that does not inculcate and produce humanity 
never came from heaven. 

2. We have already seen what the sin against the 
Holy Ghost is: no soul that fears God can commit it: 
perhaps it would be impossible for any but Jews to be 
guilty of it, and they only in the circumstances men- 
tioned in the text; and in such circumstances, it is 
impossible that any person should now be found. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Christ teaches the multitudes out of a ship, they standing on the shore, 1, 2. 
He gives his reasons for speaking in parables, 10-17. Explains the parable of the sower, 18-23 
Of the grain of mustard seed, 31, 32. Of the leaven, 33 
The prophecy fulfilled by this mode of teaching, 34, 35. 

Parable of the treasure hid in a field, 44. Of the pearl-merchant, 45, 
fis application of the whole, 51, 52. 


3-9. 
Parable of the tares and the wheat, 24-30. 


wheat, 36—43. 
net, 47-50. 
take offence, 53-56. 
their unbelief, 58. 


eis 3. [HE same day went Jesus out of 
An. a. Olyenp. the house, * and sat by the sea 
side. 

2 >And great multitudes were gathered to- 
gether unto him, so that ° he went into a ship, 


a Mark iv. 1— Luke viii. 4. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIII. 

Verse 1. The same day] Our Lord scarcely ever 
appears to take any rest: he is incessant in his labours, 
and instant in season and out of season; and in this he 
has left all his successors in the ministry an example, 
that they should follow his steps: for he who wishes 
to save souls will find few opportunities to rest. As 
Satan is going about as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may devour, the messenger of God should imitate 
his diligence, that he may counteract his work. The 
gospels are journals of our Lord’s life. 

Went Jesus out of the house] This was the house 
of Peter. See chap. xvii. 24. 

Sat by the sea side.| The sea of Galilee, on the 
borders of which the city of Capernaum was situated. 
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Our Lord’s observations on this, 57. 


The parable of the sower, 


He explains the parable of the tares and the 
46. Of the drag- 
He teaches in his own country, and his neighbours 
He works no miracle among them because of 


and sat; and the whole multitude eae 
stood on the shore. An. Olymp 


3 And he spake many things unto 
them in parables, saying, ¢ Behold, a sower- 
went forth to sow ; 


¢ Luke v. 3——4 Luke viii. 5. 


Verse 2. Into a ship] To rAowov, THE vessel or 
boat. Mr. Wakefield supposes (which is very likely) 
that a particular vessel is uniformly specified, which 
seems to have been kept on the lake for the use of 
Christ and his apostles: it probably belonged to some 
of the fishermen, (see chap. iv. 22,) who, he thinks, 
occasionally, at least, followed their former occupation. 
See John xxi. 3. 

The thought of pious Quesnel on this verse should 
not be neglected. We see here a representation of 
the Church, which consists of the people united to their 
pastors. These, being more exposed to violent toss- 
ings and storms, are, as it were, in a ship, while those 
continue at ease on the shore. 

Verse 3. He spake many things unto them in para- 


The parable 


A-M. 4031. 4 And when he sowed, some 
Ae O ER. seeds fell by the way side, and the 
fowls came and devoured them up: 
5 Some fell upon stony places, where they 
had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung 
up, because they had no deepness of earth: 


6 And when the sun was up, they were 


& Genesis, 


bles] Parable, from rapa, near, and Bardo, I cast, or 
put. A comparison or similitude, in which one thing 
is compared with another, especially spiritual things 
with natural, by which means these spiritual things are 
better understood, and make a deeper impression on an 
attentive mind. Or, a parable is a representation of 
any matter accommodated, in the way of similitude, to 
the real subject, in order to delineate it with the greater 
force and perspicuity. See more on this subject at 
the conclusion of this chapter. No scheme, says Dr. 
Lightfoot, of Jewish rhetoric was more familiarly used 
than that of parables ; which, perhaps, creeping in from 
thence among the heathens, ended in fables. 

It is said in the tract Sotah, chap. ix. ‘From the 
time that Rabbi Meri died, those that spake in parables 
ceased.” Not that this figure of rhetoric perished in 
the nation from that time; but because he surpassed 
all others in these flowers, as the gloss there from the 
tract Sanhedrin speaks. “A third part of his dis- 
courses was tradition; a third part allegory; and a 
third part parable.” The Jewish books every where 
abound with these figures, the nation inclining by a 
kind of natural genius te this kind of rhetoric. Their 
very religion might be called parabolical, folded up 
within the covering of ceremonies; and their oratory 
in their sermons was like to it. But is it not indeed 
a wonder, that they who were so much given to and 
delighted in -parables, and so dexterous in unfolding 
them, should stick in the outward shell of ceremonies, 
and should not have brought out the parabolical and 
spiritual sense of them? Our Saviour, who always 
spoke with the common people, uses the same kind of 
speech, and very often the same preface which they 
used, To what is it likened? See Lightfoot in loco. 
Though we find the basis of many of our Lord’s para- 
bles in the Jewish writings, yet not one of them comes 
through his hands without being astonishingly improved. 
In this respect also, Surely never man spake like this 
man. 

Under the parable of the sower, our Lord intimates, 
1. That of all the multitudes then attending his minis- 
try, few would bring forth fruit to perfection. And 2. 
That this would be a general case in preaching the 
Gospel among men. 

Verse 4. Some seeds fell by the way side] The 
hard beaten path, where no plough had broken up the 
ground. 

Verse 5. Stony places} Where there was a thin 
surface of earth, and a rock at the bottom. 

Verse 7. Among thorns] Where the earth was 
ploughed up, but the brambles and weeds had not 
been cleared away. 

Verse 8. Good ground] Where the earth was deep, 
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CHAP. 


XII. of the sower. 


scorched ; and because they had no 4,M, 4031. 
root, they withered away. 
7 And some fell among thorns ; 
and the thorns sprung up and choked them : 
8 But other fell into good ground, and broughé 
forth fruit, some ® a hundred-fold, some sixty 
fold, some thirty-fold. 


Fe Oak. 
CCI. 3. 


chap. xxvi. 12. 


the field well ploughed, and the brambles and weeds 
all removed. See more on ver. 18, &c., and see on 
Luke viii. 15. 

Some a hundred-fold. Yor the elucidation of this 
text, | beg leave to introduce the following experiment. 
In 1816 I sowed, for a third crop, a field with oats, at 
Millbrook, in Lancashire; the grains weighed, on an 
average, 3 of a graineach. One grain produced three 
stalks with three ears: the largest had 68 grains in it, 
the second 26, and the third 25. 

Whole number of grains 119, which to- 


gether weighed Te oe ots 
The root separately, after ‘washing and ay 
ing, weighed 133 
The ieeeiee and remaining bcies "tor ey 
had perished in the wet season) 630g 
Weight of the whole produce of one 
grain of oats 726 grs. 


which was 725 tumes and one quire? more than the 
original weight. 

The power of grain to multiply itself, even in the 
same year, is a subject as much of curiosity and as- 
tonishment as of importance and general utility. For 
the farther elucidation of this text, I shall give the fol- 
lowing example from a practice in agriculture, or rural 
economy, which is termed filtering. 

On the 2nd of June, 1766, Mr. C. Miller, of Cam- 
bridge, sowed some grains of the common red wheat ; 
and on the 8th of August a single plant was taken up, 
and separated into 18 parts, and each planted separate- 
ly: these plants having pushed out several szde shoots, 
about the middle of September some of them were 
taken up and divided; and the rest between that time 
and October. This second division produced 67 plants. 
These plants remained through the winter, and another 
division of them, made between the middle of March 
and the 12th of April, produced 500 plants. They 
were divided no farther, but permitted to remain in the 
field. These plants were in general stronger than any 
of the wheat in the field. Some of them produced 
upwards of 100 ears from a single root; and many of 
the ears measured seven inches in length, and con- 
tained between sixty and seventy grains. The whole 
number of ears produced from the single plant was 
21,109, which yielded three pecks and three-quarters 
of clear corn, weighing 47lbs. 7oz., and, from a cal- 
culation made by counting the grains in an ounce, the 
whole number of grains was about 576,840. Mr. 
Miller thinks that, had he made a second division in 
the spring, the number of plants would have amounted 
to 2000. Who can help admiring the wisdom and 
providence of God in this single grain of corn! He 
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Christ’s reasons for 


A.M. 4031. f s to hear, let 
agg 9 Who hath ear A 


An. Olymp. him hear. 

ee 10 9 And the disciples came, and 
said unto unto him, Why speakest thou unto 
them in parables ? 

11 He answered and said unto them, Be- 
cause £ it is given unto you to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them 
t is not given. 


Chap. xi. 15.—s Chap. xi. 25; xvi. 17; Mark iv. 11; 1 Cor. 
ii. 10; 1 John ii. 27. 


has, in some sort, impressed on it an idea of his own 
infinity ; and an idea which, like the subject to which 
it refers, confounds our imagination and reason. How 
infinitely great is God, even in his minor works! 

Verse 9. Who hath ears to hear, &c.|] Let every 
person who feels the necessity of being instructed in 
the things which concern his soul’s welfare pay at- 
tention to what is spoken, and he shall become wise 
unto salvation. 

Verse 11. It is given unto you to know the myste- 
ries, &c.] By mysteries, here, we may understand not 
only things concerning the scheme of salvation, which 
had not yet been revealed; but also the prophetic de- 
clarations concerning the future state of the Christian 
Church, expressed in the ensuing parables. I¢ vs not 
given to them to know the purport and design of these 
things—they are gross of heart, earthly and sensual, 
and do not improve the light they have received: dut 
to you it is given, because [ have appointed you not 
only to be the first preachers of my Gospel to sinners, 
but also the persons who shall transmit accounts of 
all these things to posterity. The knowledge of these 
mysteries, in the first instance, can be given only toa 
few ; but when these faithfully write and pudlish what 
they have heard and seen, unto the world, then the 
science of salvation is revealed and addressed to all. 
From ver. 17, we learn, that many prophets and right- 
eous men had desired to see and hear these things, but 
had not that privilege—to them it was not given; not 
because God designed to exclude them from salvation, 
but because Hr who knew all things knew, either that 
they were not proper persons, or that that was not 
the proper time: for the choice of the prrsons by 
whom, and the choice of the Time in which it is most 
proper to reveal Divine things, must ever rest with the 
all-wise God. 

Verse 12. Whosoever hath, to him shall be given] 
This is an allusion to a common custom in all countries ; 
he who possesses much or is rich, to such a person, 
presents are ordinarily given, 

Whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath.| That is, the poor man: he that 
has little may be easily made a prey of, and so lose 
his little. This is a proper sense of the word eyev 
in sacred and profane writers. In 1 Cor. xi. 22, rove 
vn exovtac, those who have not, means simply THE 
poor: and Aristophanes uses rove eyovrac, those that 
have, for the ricH or opuLentT. See a variety of per- 
tinent examples in Aypke on Luke viii. 18. There is 
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speaking in parables. 


12 For whosoever hath, to him ayer 


shall be given, and he shall have a Oh rg 
more abundance: but whosoever = 
hath not, from him shall be taken away 
even that he hath. 

13 Therefore speak I to them in _para- 
bles: because they seeing, see not; and 
hearing, they hear not; neither do they 
understand. 


hChapter xxv. 29; Mark iv. 25; Luke vii. 18, 


we xix. 26. 


one example in Juvenal, Sat. iii. 1. 208, 209, that ex- 
presses the whole of our Lord’s meaning, and is a 
beautiful illustration of this apparently difficult passage. 
Nit habuit Codrus: quis enim negat? et tamen ilud 
Perdidit infeliv TOoTUM NIL. 


“Tis true, poor Codrus noruine had to boast, 
And yet poor Codrus aLL that Noruine lost.” 
Dryden. 
Now what was this NorHine which, the poet said, 
Codrus had and lost? The five preceding lines tell 
you. 
Lectus erat Codro Proculd minor, urceolt sex, 
Ornamentum abaci; necnon et parvulus infra 
Cantharus, et recubans sub eodem marmore Chiron ; 
Jamque vetus Grecos servabat cista libellos, 
Et divina Opici rodebant carmina mures. 


He had one small bed, six little mtchers, the orna- 
ment of a side-board; a small jug or tankard, the 
image of a centaur, and an old chest with some Greek 
books in it, on which the mice had already begun to 
make depredations. And ail this he lost; probably 
by continuing, in spite of his destiny, to be a poet. 
So those who devote not the light and power which 
God has given them to the purposes for which he has 
granted these gifts, from them shall be taken away 
these unemployed or prostituted blessings. This seems 
to have been a proverbial mode of speech, which our 
Lord here uses to inform his disciples, that he who 
does not improve the first operations of grace, how- 
soever small, is in danger of losing not only all the 
possible product, but even the principal; for God de- 
lights to heap benefits on those who properly improve 
them. See the note on Luke viii. 18. 

Verse 13. Therefore speak I to them in parables] 
On this account, viz. to lead them into a proper know- 
ledge of God. I speak to them in parables, natural 
representations of spiritual truths, that they may be 
allured to inquire, and to find out the spirit, which is 
hidden under the /etter ; because, seeing the miracles 
which I have wrought, they see not, i. e. the end for 
which I have wrought them; and hearing my doc- 
trines, they hear not, so as to profit by what is spoken; 
neither do they understand, ovde ovviover, they do not 
lay their hearts to it. Is not this obviously our Lord’s 
meaning ? Who can suppose that he would employ 
his time in speaking enigmatically to them, on purpose 
that they might not understand what was spoken 1? 
Could the God of truth and sincerity act thus? If he 

1 


Explanation of the 


ey 14 And in them is fulfilled the 


ar ee prophecy of Esaias, which saith, 

' By hearing ye shall hear, and shall 
not understand ; and seeing ye shall see, and 
shall not perceive : 

15 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears * are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed; lest at any time they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and should understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal 
them. 

16 But! blessed are your eyes, for they see : 
and your ears, for they hear. 

17 For verily I say unto you, ™ That many 
prophets and righteous men have desired to 


iJsa. vi. 9; Ezek. xii. 2; Mark iv. ii Luke viii. 10; John 
xii. 40; Acts XXVilil. 26, QT; Rom, xi. 8; 2 Cor. iii. 14, ID. 
k Heb. v. 


had designed to act otherwise, he might have saved 
his time and labour, and not spoken at all, which would 
have answered the same end, viz. to leave them in 
gross ignorance. 

Verse 14. In them ts fulfilled] AvardAnpovrat, Is 
AGAIN fulfilled: this proper meaning of the Greek 
word has been generally overlooked. The evangelist 
means, that as these words were fulfilled in the Jews, 
in the time of the Prophet Isaiah, so they are now again 
fulfilled in these their posterity, who exactly copy their 
fathers’ example. These awful words may be again 
fulfilled in us, if we take not warning by the things 
which these disobedient people have suffered. 

By hearing ye shail hear| Jesus Christ shall be 
sent to you, his miraeles ye shall fully see, and his 
doctrines ye shall distinctly hear; but God will not 
force you to receive the salvation which is offered. 

Verse 15. Heart is waxed gross| Enayvy%n, is be- 
come fat—inattentive, stupid, insensible. They hear 
heavily with their ears—are half asleep while the sal- 
vation of God is preached unto them. 

Their eyes they have closed] Totally and odstinately 
resisted the truth of God, and shut their eyes against 
the light. 

Lest—they should see, &c.| Lest they should see 
their lost estate, and be obliged to turn unto God, and 
seek his salvation. His state is truly deplorable who 
is sick unto death, and yet is afraid of being cured. 
The fault is here totally in the people, and not at all 
in that God whose name is Mercy and whose nature is 
love. 

Verse 16. But blessed are your eyes] Ye improve 
the light which God has given you; and you receive 
an increase of heavenly wisdom by every miracle and 
by every sermon. 

Verse 17.. Many prophets and righteous men] 
These lived by and died in the faith of the promised 
Messiah : the fulness of the time was not then come 
for his manifestation in the flesh. See also on ver. 11. 

Verse 19. When any one heareth the word of the 

Viorel (oaTOr ”) 


CHAP. 


XIII. parable of the sower. 


see those things which ye see, and 4,M, 4031. 
have not seen them; and to hear An. Olymp. 
those things which ye hear, and have 

not heard them. 

18 “| ™ Hear ye therefore the parable of the 
sower. 

19 When any one heareth the word ° of 
the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his heart. This 
is he which received seed by the way 
side. 

20 But he that received the seed into stony 
places, the same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon P with joy receiveth it ; 

21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but 

1 Chap. xvi. 17; Luke x. 23, 24; John xx. 29.——™ Heb. xi. 


13; 1 Pet. 1. 10, 11.——" Mark iv. i4; Luke viii. 11.—° Chap. 
iv, 23,—P Isa. viii. 2; Ezek. xxxui. 31, 32; John v. 35. 


kingdom] Viz. the preaching of the Gospel of Christ. 

And understandeth it not] My ovvtevtoc, perhaps 
more properly, regardeth it not, does not lay his heart 
to it. 

The wicked one] O rovnpoc, from rovoc, labour, toul, 
he who distresses and torments the soul. Mark, chap. 
iv. 15, calls him 6 catavac, the adversary or opposer, 
because he reszsts men in all their purposes of amend- 
ment, and, to the utmost of his power opposes, in 
order to frustrate, the influences of Divine grace upon 
the heart. In the parallel place in Luke, chap. viii. 
12, he is called 6 dsaBodoc, the devil, from dvaBarrherv, 
to shoot, or dart through. In allusion to this meaning 
of the name, St. Paul, Eph. vi. 16, speaks of the 
fiery parts of the wicked one. It is worthy of re- 
mark, that the three evangelists should use each a 
different appellative of this mortal enemy of mankind ; 
probably to show that the devil, with all his powers and 
properties, opposes every thing that tends to the salva- 
tion of the soul. 

Catcheth away] Makes the utmost haste to pick up 
the good seed, lest it should take root in the heart. 

A careless inattentive hearer is compared to the 
way side—his heart is an open road, where evil affec- 
tions, and foolish and hurtful desires, continually pass 
and repass, without either notice or restraint. “A 
heart where Satan has” (as one terms it) “ingress, 
egress, regress, and progress: in a word, the devil’s 
thoroughfare.” 

Verse 20. But he that received the seed into stony 
places—is he] That is, is a fit emblem of that man who, 
hearing the Gospel, is affected with its beauty and 
excellency, and immediately receiveth it with joy— 
is glad to hear what God has done to make man 
happy. - 

Verse 21. Yet hath he not root in himself] His 
soul is not deeply convinced of its gudlt and depravity ; 
the fallow ground is not properly ploughed up, nor the 
rock broken. When persecution, &§c., ariseth, which 
he did not expect, he is soon stumbled —seeks some 
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fois 4031. dureth for a while : for when tribu- 
An. Olymp. lation or persecution ariseth because 
AO of the | word, by and by ‘the is 
offended. 

22 * He also that received seed * among the 
thorns, is he that heareth the word; and the 
cure of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becometh un- 
fruitful. 

23 But he that received seed into the good 


4 Chap. xi. 6; 2 Tim. i. 15.——" Chap. xix. 23; Mark x. 23; 
Luke xviii. 24; 1 Tim. vi. 9; 2 Tim. iv. 10. 


pretext to abandon both the doctrine and followers of 
Christ. Having not felt his own sore, and the plague 
of his heart, he has not properly discovered that this 
salvation is the only remedy for his soul: thus he has 
no motive in his heart strong enough to counteract 
the outward scandal of the cross ; so he endureth only 
for the time in which there is no difficulty to encoun- 
ter, no cross to bear. 

Verse 22. He also that received seed among the 
thorns] In land ploughed, but not properly cleared 
and weeded. Is he—represents that person who hear- 
eth the word, but the cares, rather the anxiety, n wepiuva, 
the whole system of anxious carking cares. Lexico- 
graphers derive the word yepiuva from pepilerv tov vovy, 
dividing, or distracting the mind. ‘Thus a poet, 


Tot me impediunt cure que meum animum diversé 
trahunt. 


“So many cares hinder me which draw my mind 
different ways.” Terence. 

The deceitfulness of riches] Which promise peace 
and pleasure, but can never give them. 

Choke the word] Or, together choke the word, 
ouurviyet, Meaning, either that these grow up together 
with the word, overtop, and choke it; or that these 
united together, viz. carking worldly cares, with the 
delusive hopes and promises of riches, cause the man 
to abandon the great concerns of his soul, and seek, in 
their place, what he shall eat, drink, and wherewithal 
he shall be clothed. Dreadful stupidity of man, thus 
to barter spiritual for temporal good—a heavenly in- 
heritance for an earthly portion! The seed of the 
kingdom can never produce much fruit in any heart, till 
the thorns and thistles of vicious affections and impure 
desires be plucked up by the roots and burned. The 
Persic translator renders it iS m= Sad Vol 


asle kalmé-ra khubé kund, chokes the root of the word: 
for it appears the seed had taken root, and that these 
cares, &c., choked it in the root, before even the blade 
could show itself. 

Verse 23. Good ground] That which had depth of 
mould, was well ploughed, and well weeded. 

Is he that heareth| Who diligently attends the mi- 
nistry of the word. 

And understandeth it] Lays the subject to heart, 
deeply weighing its nature, design, and umportance. 

Which also beareth fruit] His fruitfulness being an 
almost necessary consequence of his thus laying the 
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ground, is he that heareth the 4,™, 4 


word, and understandeth zt ; which An, Olymp. 
also beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, tsome a hundred-fold, some sixty, 
some thirty. . 
24 9 Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed "good seed in his 
field : 
25 But while men slept, his enemy came 


s Jer. iv. 3.—tGen. xxvi. 12; John xv..4, 5, 8; Gal. v. 22. 
u Mark iv. 26. 


Divine message to heart. Let it be observed, that to 
hear, to understand, and to bring forth fruit, are the 
three grand evidences of a genuine believer. He who 
does not hear the word of wisdom cannot understand 
what makes for his peace ; and he who does not under- 
stand what the Gospel requires him to de and to perform, 
cannot bring forth fruit ; and he who is not fruitful, 
very fruitful, cannot be a disciple of Christ—see John 
xv. 8; and he who is not Christ’s disciple cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

From the different portions of fruit produced by the 
good ground, a hundred, sixty, and thirty, we may 
learn that all sound believers are not equally fruitful ; 
all hear, understand, and bring forth fruit, but not in 
the same degrees—occasioned, partly, by their situa- 
tion and circumstances not allowing them such exten- 
sive opportunities of receiving and doing good; and, 
partly, by lack of mental capacity—for every mind is 
not equally improvable. 

Let it be farther observed that the unfruitfulness of 
the different lands was not owing to bad seed or an 
unskilful sower—the same sower sows the same seed 
in all, and with the same gracious design—but it is 
unfruitful in many because they are careless, inatten- 
tive, and worldly-minded. 

But is not the ground naturally bad in every heart ? 
Undoubtedly. And can any but God make it good? 
None. But it is your business, when you hear of the 
justice and mercy of God, to implore him to work in 
you that which is pleasing in his sight. No man shall 
be condemned because he did not change his own heart, 
but because he did not ery to God to change it, who 
gave him his Holy Spirit for this very purpose, and 
which he, by his worldly-mindedness and impiety, 
quenched. Whoso hath ears to hear let hum hear: 
and may the Lord save the reader from an impenitent 
and unfruitful heart ! ‘ 

Verse 24. The kingdom of heaven] God’s method 
of managing the affairs of the world, and the concerns 
of his Church. 

Is likened unto a man whieh sowed good seed in 
his field} In general, the world may be termed the 
field of God; and in particular, those who profess to 
believe in God through Christ are his field or farm; 
among whom God sows nothing but the pure unadul- 
terated word of his truth. 

Verse 25. But while men slept] When the pro- 
fessors were lukewarm, and the pastors indolent: Ais 

( 10* 


Parable of the 


A, M4031. and sowed ¥ tares among the wheat, 


at Clap. and went his way. 
26 But when the blade was 
sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then ap- 
eared the tares also. 

2'7 So the servants of the householder came 
and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow 
good seed in thy field? from whence then 
hath it tares ? . 


v Deut. xxii. 9; Isa. lvi. 9, 10; Wisd. ii. 24; 1 Tim. iv. 2. 


enemy came and sowed tares, ¢iCavia, degenerate, or 
bastard wheat. The righteous and the wicked are 
often mingled in the visible Church. Every Christian 
society, how pure soever its principles may be, has its 
bastard wheat—those who bear a resemblance to the 
good, but whose hearts are not right with God. He 
who sows this bastard wheat among God’s people is 
here styled God’s enemy; and he may be considered 
also as a sower of them who permits them to be sown 
and to spring up through his negligence. Wo to the 
indolent pastors, who permit the souls under their care 
to be corrupted by error and sin! This word does not, 
TI believe, occur in any of the Greek classics, nor in 
Dioscorides ; but it may be seen in the Geoponica, or 
Greek writers De Re Rustica: see the edition by 
Niclas, vol. i. lib. li. ce. 43, where vo CiGaviov is said 
to be the same which the Greeks call apa; and Flo- 
rentinus, the author, says, To ¢iCaviov, to Aeyouevov 
Aipa, dfeiper vov oitov, aprotic de ptyvumevn, oKOTOL TOUE 
ecbiovtac. “ Zizanion, which is called aipa, darnel, 
injures the wheat; and, mixed in the bread, causes 
dimness of the eyes to those who eat of it.” And the 
author might have added vertigo also. But this 
does not seem to be the grain to which our Lord 
alludes. 

The word ¢:favia, zizania, which is here translated 
tares, and which should rather be translated bastard or 
degenerate wheat, isa Chaldee word ; and its meaning 
must be sought in the rabbinical writers. In a treatise 
in the Mishna called Kelayim, which treats expressly 
on different kinds of seeds, the word D°)\} zunim, or 
pat zunin, is used for bastard or degenerated wheat ; 
that which was wholly a right seed in the beginning, 
but afterwards became degenerate—the ear not being 
so large, nor the grains in such quantity, as formerly, 
nor the corn so good in quality. In Psa. exliv. 13, 
the words iv bs ue mizzan al zan, are translated all 
manner of store ; but they properly signify, from spe- 
cies to species: might not the Chaldee word }*1" zunin, 
and the Greek word (:¢avia, zizania, come from the 
psalmist’s {131 zanzan, which might have signified a 
mixture of grain of any kind, and be here used to point 
out the mixing bastard or degenerate wheat among 
good seed wheat? The Persic translator renders it 


asa rad telkh daneh, bitter grain ; but it seems to 


signify merely degenerate wheat. This interpretation 
throws much light on the scope and design of the whole 
passage. Christ seems to refer, first, to the origin of 
evil. God sowed good seed in his field; made man 


m his own image and likeness: but the enemy, the | 
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CHAP. XIII. 


wheat and the tares 


w An ee aor 
An. Olymp. 
CIs. 


28 He said unto them, 
enemy hath done this. The ser- 
vants said unto him, * Wilt thou 
then that we go and gather them up ? 

29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather 
up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them. 

30 Let both grow together until the har- 
vest ; and in the time of harvest I will say to 

w Esth. vii. 6. 


* Luke ix. 54; 1 Pet i. 23. 


devil, (ver. 39,) corrupted this good seed, and caused 
it to degenerate. Secondly, he seems to refer to the 
state of the Jewish people: God had sowed them, at 
at first, wholly a right seed, but now they were become 
utterly degenerate, and about to be plucked up and de- 
stroyed by the Roman armies, which were the angels 
or messengers of God’s justice, whom he had commis- 
sioned to sweep these rebellious people from the face 
of the land. Thirdly, he seems to refer also to the 
state in which the world shall be found, when he comes 
to judge it. The righteous and the wicked shall be 
permitted to grow together, till God comes to make 
a full and final separation. 

Verse 26. When the blade was sprung up—then 
appeared the tares also.| Satan has a shoot of iniquity 
for every shoot of grace; and, when God revives his 
work, Satan revives his also. No marvel, therefore, 
if we find scandals arising suddenly to discredit a work 
of grace, where God has begun to pour out his Spirit. 

Verse 27. So the servants—said unto him, Sir, 
didst not thou sow] <A faithful and vigilant minister 
of Christ fails not to discover the evil, to lament it, and 
to address himself to God by prayer, in order to find 
out the cause of it, and to receive from him proper in- 
formation how to behave on the occasion. 

Verse 28. An enemy hath done this] It is the in- 
terest of Satan to introduce hypocrites and wicked per- 
sons into religious societies, in order to discredit the 
work of God, and to favour his own designs. 

Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up 2| 
A zeal which is rash and precipitate is as much to be 
feared as the total lack of strict discipline. 

Verse 29. But he said, Nay] God judges quite 
otherwise than men of this mixture of good and evil 
in the world ; he knows the good which he intends to 
produce from it, and how far his patience towards the 
wicked should extend, in order to their conversion, or 
the farther sanctification of the righteous. Men often 
persecute a true Christian, while they intend only to 
prosecute an impious person. ‘‘ A zeal for the extir- 
pation of heretics and wicked men,” said a pious Papist, 
“not regulated by these words of our blessed Saviour, 
allows no time for the one to grow strong in goodness, or 
to the other to forsake their evil courses. They are 
of a spirit very opposite to has, who care not if they 
root up the wheat, provided they can but gather up the 
tares.” The zeal which leads persons to persecute 
others for religious opinions is not less a seed of the 
devil than a bad opinion itself is. 

Verse 30. Let both grow together] 'Though every 
minister of God should separate from the Church of 
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Parables of the mustard seed, 


A.M. 403]. the reapers, Gather ye together first 
An. Olymp. the tares, and bind them in bundles 
‘“. to burn them; but Y gather the 
wheat into my barn. 

31 4 Another parable put he forth unto them, 
saying, * The kingdom of heaven is like to a 
grain of mustard seed, which a man took and 
sowed in his field: 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds : 
but when it is grown, it is the greatest among 
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds 


y Chap. iii. 12, Isa. ii. 2,3; Mic. iv.1; Markiv.30; Luke 
xiii. 18, 19. a Luke xiii. 20—» The word in the Greek is a 


Christ every incorrigible sinner, yet he should pro- 
ceed no farther: the man is not to be persecuted in 
his body or goods, because he is not sound in the 
faith—Gon tolerates him; so should men. False doc- 
trines are against God—he alone is the judge and 
punisher of them—man has no right to interfere in 
this matter. They who burnt Vanini for atheism 
usurped the seat of judgment, and thus proved them- 
selves to be not less a diabolical seed than the person 
they thus, without God’s leave, hurried into eternity. 
Mary, Queen of England, of execrable memory, and 
the inquisitorial tormentors she employed, were all 
of this diabolical sowing. See more on this parable 
at ver. 37, wc. 

Verse 31. The kingdom of heaven 1s like to a grain 
of mustard seed| ‘This parable is a representation of 
the progress of the Gospel in the world; and of the 
growth of grace in the soul. That grace which leads 
the soul to the fulness of glory may begin, and often 
does, ina single good desire—a wish to escape hell, or 
a desire to enjoy God in heaven. 

Verse 32. Which indeed is the least of all seeds] 
That is, of all those seeds which produce plants, 
whose stems and branches, according to the saying of 
the botanists, are apt devdpifev, arborescere, to grow 
into a ligneous or woody substance. 

Becometh a tree] That is, it is not only the largest 
of plants which are produced from such small seeds, 
but partakes, in its substance, the close woody texture, 
especially in warm climates, where we are informed 
it grows to an almost incredible size. The Jerusalem 
Talmud, tract Peah. fol. 20, says, “There was a 
stalk of mustard in Sichin, from which sprang out 
three boughs; one of which, being broken off, served 
to cover the tent of a potter, and produced three 
cabes of mustard seed. Rabbi Simeon ben Chalapha 
said, A stalk of mustard seed was in my field, into 
which I was wont to climb, as men are wont to climb 
into a fig tree.” See Lightfoot and Schoettgen. This 
may appear to be extravagant; and it is probable 
tnat, in the case of the three cabes of seed, there is 
considerable exaggeration; but, if it had not been 
usual for this plant to grow to a very large size, such 
relations as these would not have appeared even in 
the Talmud ; and the parable of our Lord sufficiently 
attests the fact. Some soils being more luxuriant 
than others, and the climate much warmer, raise the 
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and of the leaven. 


of the air come and lodge in the 4,M,4031 
4 An. Olymp. 
branches thereof. CCL 3. 


33 9 * Another parable spake he 
unto them: The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three 
> measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

34 ¢ All these things spake Jesus unto the 
multitude in parables; and without a parable 
spake he not unto them : 

35 That it might be fulfilled which was spo- 
ken by the prophet, saying, ¢I will open my 


measure containing about a peck and a half, wanting a little more 
than a pint. ¢ Mark iv. 33, 34.——4 Psa. Ixxviil. 2. 


same plant to a size and perfection far beyond what a 
poorer soil, or a colder climate, can possibly do. 
Herodotus says, he has seen wheat and barley in the 
country about Babylon which carried a blade full 
four fingers-breadth ; and that the millet and sesamum 
grew to an incredible size. I have myself seen a 
field of common cabbages, in one of the Norman isles, 
each of which was from seven to nine feet in height; 
and one in the garden of a friend, which grew beside 
an apple-tree, though the latitude of the place is 
only about 48 deg. 13 min. north, was fifteen feet 
high, the stem of which is yet remaining, (September, 
1798.) These facts, and several others which might 
be added, confirm fully the possibility of what our 
Lord says of the mustard-tree, however incredible 
such things may appear to those who are acquainted 
only with the productions of northern regions and cold 
climates. 

Verse 33. The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven] 
On the nature and effects of leaven, see the note on 
Exod. xii. 8. As the property of leaven is to change, 
or assimilate to its own nature, the meal or dough 
with which it is mixed, so the property of the grace 
of Christ is to change the whole soul into its own 
likeness; and God intends that this principle should 
continue in the soul till all is leavened—till the whole 
bear the image of the heavenly, as it before bore the 
image of the earthly. Both these parables are prophe- 
tic, and were intended to show, principally, how, from 
very small beginnings, the Gospel of Christ should 
pervade all the nations of the world, and fill them with 
righteousness and true holiness. 

Verse 34. Allthese things spake Jesus—in parables] 
Christ descends from Divine mysteries to parables, in 
order to excite us to raise our minds, from and through 
natural things, to the great God, and the operations 
of his grace and Spirit. Divine things cannot be 
taught to man but through the medium of earthly 
things. If God should speak to us in that language 
which is peculiar to heaven, clothing those ideas 
which angelic minds form, how little should we com- 
prehend of the things thus deseribed! How great is 
our privilege in being thus taught! Heavenly things, 
in the parables of Christ, assume to themselves a body, 
and thus render themselves palpadle. 

Verse 35. By the prophet] As the quotation is 
taken from Psa. Ixxviii. 2, which is attributed to 
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Explanation of the parable 


AM 4031. mouth in parables; °I will utter 


Any 6pm things which have been kept secret 
fay the foundation of the world. 

36 4 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, 
and went into the house : and his disciples came 
unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable 
of the tares of be field. 

37 He answered and said unto them, He 
that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 

38 ‘The field is the world; the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom ; but the tares 
are ® the children of the wicked one ; 


e Rom. xvi. 25, 26; 1 Cor. ii. 7; Eph. iii. Col. i. 26. 
f Chap. xxiv. 14; pe 19; Mark xvi. 15, 20; ike xxiv. 47; 
Rom. x. 18; Col. i. 


Asaph, he must be the prophet who is meant in the 
text ; and, indeed, he is expressly called a prophet, 
1 Chron. xxv.2. Several MSS. have Heacov, Isaiah ; 
but this is a manifest error. Jerome supposes that 
Asaph was first in the text, and that some ignorant 
transeriber, not knowing who this Asaph was, inserted 
the word Jsaiah; and thus, by attempting to remove 
an imaginary error, made a real one. 

Verse 36. Jesus—went into the house: and his dis- 
ciples came] Circumstances of this kind should not 
pass unnoticed: they are instructive and important. 
Those who attend only to the pudlic preaching of the 
Gospel of God are not likely to understand fully the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. To understand 
clearly the purport of the Divine message, a man must 
come to God by frequent, fervent, secret prayer. It 
is thus that the word of God sinks into the heart, is 
watered, and brings forth much fruit. 

Deciare (¢pacov, explain) unto us the parable of 
the tares of the field.| To what has already been 
spoken on this parable, the following general exposi- 
tion may be deemed a necessary appendage :— 

J. What is the cause of rvim in the world ? 

1. We must allow that God, who is infinite in holi- 
ness, purity, and goodness, could not have done it. 
Nothing can produce what is not in itself. This is a 
maxim which every man subscribes to: God then 
could not have produced szn, forasmuch as his nature 
is infinite goodness and holiness. He made man at 
first in his own image, a transcript of his own purity : 
and, since sin entered into the world, He has done 
every thing consistent with his own perfections, and 
the freedom of the human mind, to drive it out, and 
to make and keep man holy. 

2. After a thousand volumes are written on the 
origin of evil, we shall just know as much of it as 
Christ has told us here—An enemy hy done it, and 
this enemy is the devil, verse 39. 

1. This enemy is represented as a deceitful enemy : 
a friend in appearance; soliciting to sin, by pleasure, 
honour, riches, &c. 

2. A vigilant enemy. 
verse 25. 

3. A hidden or secret enemy. After having sown 
his seed, be disappears, ver. 25. Did he appear as 
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While men sleep he watches, 


CHAP. XIII. 


of the tares and the wheat 


39 The enemy that sowed them 4, ™, 4031. 
is the devil; "the harvest is the ie eg 
end of the wont and the reapers te 
are the angels. 

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and 
bumed in the fire; so shall it be in the end 
of this world. 

41 The Son of man shall send forth his an- 
gels, ‘and they shall gather out of his king- 
dom all * things that offend, and them which 
do iniquity ; 

42 1! And shall cast them into a furnace of 

€Gen. iii. 13; John viii. 44; Acts xiii. 10; 1 Jobn iu. 8. 


h Joel iii. 13; Rev. xiv. 15.—! Chap. xviii. 7; 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2. 
EOr, scandals, 1 Chap. il. 12; Rev. xix. 20; xx. 10, 


himself, few would receive solicitations to sin; but he 
is seldom discovered in evil thoughts, unholy desires, 
flattering discourses, bad books, &c. 

Il. Why was evil permitted to enter into the 
world ? 

1. There are doubtless sufficient reasons in the 
Divine Mind for its permission ; which, connected with 
his infinite essence, and extending to eternity, are not 
only unfathomable by us, but also, from their nature, 
incommunicable to men. 

2. But it may be justly said, that hereby many 
attributes of the Divine Nature become manifest, 
which otherwise could not have been known; such as 
mercy, compassion, long-suffering, &e. All of which 
endear the Deity to men, and perfect the felicity of 
those who are saved. 

III. But why does he suffer this mixture of the good 
and bad seed now ? 

1. Because of the necessary dependence of one part 
of the creation on the other. Were the wicked all 
rooted up, society must fail—the earth be nearly deso- 
lated—noxious things greatly multiplied—and the 
small remnant of the godly, not being able to stand 
against the onsets of wild beasts, &c., must soon be 
extirpated; and then adieu to the economy of grace! 

2. Did not the wicked exist, there would be no 
room for the exercise of many of the graces of the 
Spirit, on which our spiritual perfection greatly 
depends. 

3. Nor could the grace of God be so manifest in 
supporting and saving the righteous; and conse- 
quently could not have that honour which now it 
justly claims. 

4. Were not this evil tolerated, how could the 
wicked be converted! The bastard wheat, by being 
transplanted to a better soil, may become good wheat ; 
so sinners may be engrafted in Christ, and become 
sons of God through faith in his name ; for the long- 
suffering of God leads multitudes to repentance. 

IV. Observe the end of the present state of things: 

1. The wicked shall be punished, and the righteous 
rewarded. 

The wicked are termed bastard-wheai—the chil- 
dren of the wicked one, verse 38, the very seed of the 
serpent. 
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Parables of the hidden treasure, 


A,M. 4031. fire: ™there shall be wailing and 


An. Olymp. gnashing of teeth. 
Cc ; 

43 »'Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun inthe kingdom of their 
Father. ° Who hath ears to hear let him hear. 

44 4 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto treasure hid ina field; the which, when 


o Dan. xii. 3; Wisd. iii. 7; 1 Cor. 
© Ver. 9. 


m Chap. viii. 12; ver. 50. 
xv. 42, 43, 58. 


Observe the place in which the wicked shall be 
punished,—a rurnace. The instrument of this punish- 
ment, rire. This is an allusion to the punishment in- 
flicted only on those supposed to be the very worst of 
criminals. See Dan. iii. 6. They were cast into a 
burning fiery furnace. The effect of it, DESPAIR ; 
weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth, ver. 42. 

2. Observe the character and state of the righteous : 

1. They are the children of the kingdom, a seed 
of God’s sowing, ver. 38. 

2. As to their persons, they shall be like the sun. 

3. The place of their felicity shall be the kingdom 
of heaven: and, 

4. The object of it, Gop in the relation of Faruer, 
ver. 43. This is a reference to Dan. xii. 2, 3. 

Some learned men are of opinion that the whole of 
this parable refers to the Jewish state and people ; and 
that the words cuvteAeva Tov aiwvoc, which are com- 
monly translated the end of the world, should be ren- 
dered the end of the age, viz. the end of the Jewish 
polity. ‘That the words have this meaning in other 
places there can be no doubt; and this may be their 
primary meaning here; but there are other matters in 
the parable which agree far better with the consumma- 
tion of all things than with the end of the Jewish dis- 
pensation and polity. See on Mark iv. 29. 

Verse 44. The kingdom of heaven is like unto trea- 
sure hid ina field) Onoavpw kexpvupeva, to a hidden 
treasure. We are not to imagine that the treasure 
here mentioned, and to which the Gospel salvation is 
likened, means a pot or chest of money hidden in the 
field, but rather a gold or silver mine, which he who 
found out could not get at, or work, without turning up 
the field, and for this purpose he bought it. Mr. 
Wakefield’s observation is very just: “There is no 
sense in the purchase of a field for a pot of money, 
which he might have carried away with him very rea- 
dily, and as honestly, too, as by overreaching the owner 
by an unjust purchase.” 

He hideth—i. e. he kept secret, told the discovery 
to no person, till he had bought the field. From this 
view of the subject, the translation of this verse, given 
above, will appear proper—a hidden treasure, when 
applied to a rich mine, is more proper than a treasure 
hid, which applies better to a pot of money deposited 
there, which I suppose was our translators’ opinion ;— 
and kept secret, or concealed, will apply better to the 
subject of his discovery till he made the purchase, than 
hideth, for which there could be no occasion, when the 
pot was already /idden, and the place known only to 
himself. 

Our Lord’s meaning seems to be this, — 
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and the costly pearl. 


a man hath found, he hideth, and for 4,M: 403). 
joy thereof goeth and ?selleth all An. ooee 
that he hath, and 4 buyeth that field. 
45 9 Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 


pearls : 
46 Who, when he had found * one pearl of 


P Phil. iii. 7, 8——4Isa. lv. 1; Rev. iii. 18——* Prov. ll. 43 
lil. 14, 153 viii. 10, 19. 


The kingdom of heaven—the salvation provided by 
the Gospel—is like a treasure—something of inesti- 
mable worth—/zdden in a field ; it is arich mine, the 
veins of which run in all directions in the sacred Scrip- 
tures ; therefore, the field must be dug up, the records 
of salvation diligently and carefully turned over, and 
searched. Which, when a man hath found—when a 
sinner is convinced that the promise of life eternal is 
to him, he kept secret—pondered the matter deeply in 
his heart ; he examines the preciousness of the trea- 
sure, and counts the cost of purchase ; for joy there- 
of—finding that this salvation is just what his needy 
soul requires, and what will make him presently and 
eternally happy, went and sold all that he had—re- 
nounces his sins, abandons his evil companions, and 
relinquishes all hope of salvation through his own 
righteousness ; and purchased that field—not merely 
bought the book for the sake of the salvation it de- 
scribed, but, by the blood of the covenant, buys gold 
tried in the fire, white raiment, &c. ; in a word, par- 
don and purity, which he receives from God for the 
sake of Jesus. We should consider the salvation ot 
God, 1. As our only treasure, and value it above all 
the riches in the world. 2. Search for it in the Scrip- 
tures, till we fully understand its worth and excel- 
lence. 3. Deeply ponder it in the secret of our souls. 
4. Part with all we have in order to get it. 5. Place 
our whole joy and felicity in it; and 6. Be always 
convinced that it must be dought, and that no price is 
accepted for it but the blood of the covenant; the 
sufferings and death of our only Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Verse 45. A merchant man, seeking goodly pearls] 
A story very like this is found in the Talmudical 
tract Shabbath: “Joseph, who sanctified the Sab- 
bath, had a very rich neighbour; the Chaldeans said, 
All the riches of this man shall come to Joseph, who 
sanctifies the Sabbath. To prevent this, the rich man 
went and sold all that he had, and bought a pearl, and 
went aboard of a ship; but the wind carried the pearl 
away, it fell into the sea, and was swallowed by a 
fish. This fish was caught, and the day before the 
Sabbath it was brought into the market, and they pro- 
claimed, Who iwishes to buy this fish? The people 
said, Carry it to Joseph, the sanctifier of the Sabbath, 
who is accustomed to buy things of great value. They 
carried it to him, and he bought it, and whens he cut 
it up he found the pearl, and sold it for thirteen 
pounds’ weight of golden denarii!” From some tra- 
dition of this kind, our Lord might have borrowed the 
simile in this parable. 

The meaning of this parable is the same with the 
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Parable of the drag-net, 


Saree great price, went and sold all that 


Poe: he had, and bought it. 

47 4 Again, the kingdom of hea- 
ven is like unto a net, that was cast into the 
sea, and * gathered of every kind ; 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down, and gathered the good 
santo vessels, but cast the bad away. 

49 So shall it be at the end of the world: 
the angels shall come forth, and t sever the 
wicked from among the just, 

50 * And shall cast them into the furnace of 


8 Chap. xxii. 10.——t Chap. xxv. 32. 


other ; and both were spoken to impress more forcibly 
this great truth on the souls of the people :—eternal 
salvation from sin and its consequences is the supreme 
good of man, should be sought after above all things, 
and prized beyond all that God has made. Those mer- 
chants who compass sea and land for temporal gain, 
condemn the slothfulness of the majority of those 
called Christians, who, though they confess that this 
salvation is the most certain and the most excellent of 
all treasures, yet seek worldly possessions in prefer- 
ence to it! Alas, for him who expects to find any 
thing more amiadle than God, more worthy to fill his 
heart, and more capadle of making him happy ! 

Verse 47. Is like unto a net] A drag-net. This 
is the proper meaning of Zayyvy, which the Latins 
translate verriculum, a sweep net; Quod in aquam 
jacitur ad pisces comprehendendos ; tmprimis, cujus 
usus est extrahendis is a fundo. Marrinius. “ Which 
is cast into the water to catch fish, and the particular 
use of which is to drag them up from the bottom.” As 
this is dragged along it keeps gathering all in its way, 
both good and bad, small and great; and, when it is 
brought to the shore, those which are proper for use 
are preserved, and those which are not are either de- 
stroyed or thrown back into the water. 

By the net may be understood the preaching of the 
Gospel of the kingdom, which keeps drawing men 
into the profession of Christianity, and into the fellow- 
ship of the visible Church of Christ. By the sea may 
be represented that abyss of sin, error, ignorance, and 
wickedness in which men live, and out of which they 
are drawn, by the truth and Spirit of God, who cor- 
dially close in with the offers of salvation made to 
them in the preaching of the Gospel. 

By drawing to shore, may be represented the con- 
summation of all things, see ver. 49, when a proper 
distinction shall be made between those who served 
God, and those who served him not; for many shall 
doubtless be found who shall bear the name without 
the nature of Christ. By picking out the good, and 
throwing away the bad, ver. 48, is meant that sepa- 
ration which God shall make between false and true 
professors, casting the former into hell, and bringing 
the latter to heaven. 

Instead of ra xaAa, the good, the Cod. Beze, and 
five copies of the old Antehieronymian, or Italia ver- 
sion, read ta KaAduora, the best, the very best. Every 
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and its application. 


fire: there shall be wailing and 4,™, 4031. 
gnashing of teeth. 

51 Jesus saith unto them, Have 
ye understood all these things ? 
unto him, Yea, Lord. 

52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every 
scribe which ts instructed unto the kingdom 
of heaven is like unto a man that is a house- 
holder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure 
Y things new and old. 

53 “| And it came to pass, that when Jesus 
had finished these parables, he departed thence, 


They say 


u Ver, 42, VY Cant. vii. 13. 


reader would naturally hope that this is not the true 
reading, or that it is not to be understood Jiterally, as 
it seems to intimate that only the very best shall be at 
last saved. 

It is probable that this parable also refers, in its 
primary meaning, to the Jewish state, and that, when 
Christ should come to judge and destroy them by the 
Roman power, the genuine followers of Christ only 
should escape, and the rest be overwhelmed by the 
general destruction. See chap. xxiv. ver. 30, &c. 

Verse 50. Into the furnace of fire] See the note 
on chap. vill. ver. 12. 

Verse 51. Have ye understood all these things 2} 
Divine truths must not be lightly passed over.—Our 
Lord’s question here shows them to be matters of the 
utmost weight and importance ; and that they should 
be considered again and again, till they be thoroughly 
understood. 

Verse 52. Every scribe] Minister of Christ; who 
is instructed—taught of God; im the kingdom of hea- 
ven—in the mysteries of the Gospel of Christ ; out 
of his treasury—his granary or store-house ; things 
new and old—a Jewish phrase for great plenty. A 
small degree of knowledge is not sufficient for a 
preacher of the Gospel. The sacred writings should 
be his treasure, and he should properly understand 
them. His knowledge does not consist in being fur- 
nished with a great variety of human learning, (though 
of this he should acquire as much as he can;) but his 
knowledge consists in being well instructed in the 
things concerning the kingdom of heaven, and the art 
of conducting men thither. Again, it is not enough 
for a man to have these advantages in possession : he 
must bring them forth, and distribute them abroad. A 
good pastor will not, like a mzser, keep these things 
to himself to please his fancy ; nor, like a merchant, 
traffic with them, to enrich himself; but, like a boun- 
tiful father or householder, distribute them with a /1d- 
eral though judicious hand, for the comfort and sup- 
port of the whole heavenly family. 

A preacher whose mind is well stored with Divine 
truths, and who has a sound judgment, will suit his 
discourses to the circumstances and states of his hear- 
ers. He who preaches the same sermon to every 
congregation, gives the fullest proof that, however 
well he may speak, he is not a scribe who is mstructed 
in the kingdom of heaven. Some have thought that 

151 


Christ is rejected by 


Bait 2031. 54 ~ And when he was come 


An. Olymp. into his own country, he taught 
Cr3 them in their synagogues, inso- 
much that they were astonished, and said, 
Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these 
mighty works ? 
55 *Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not 
his mother called Mary? and ¥ his brethren, 
z James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas ? 
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is sl .M. 4031. 
56 And his sisters, are they not Aol. £09) 


all with us? Whence then hath An, Olymp. 
this man all these things ? as 

57. And they * were offended in him. But 
Jesus said unto them, » A prophet is not with- 
out honour, save in his own country, and in 
his own house. 

58 And ¢he did not many mighty works 
there, because of their unbelief. 


w Chap. ii. 23; Mark vi. 1; Luke iv. 16, 23. A saa xix 7 5 
Mark vi. 3; Luke iii. 23; John vi. 42. 


a Chap. x1. 6; Mark vi. 3, 4. 


y Chap. xii. 46. z Mark xv. 40. } 
© Mark vi. 5, 6. 


b Luke iv. 24; John iv. 44. 


old and new things here, which imply the produce of 
the past and the produce of the present year, may also 
refer to the old and new covenants—a proper know- 
ledge of the Old Testament Scriptures, and of the 
doctrines of Christ as contained in the New. No man 
can properly understand the Old Testament but through 
the medium of the New, nor can the New be so for- 
cibly or successfully applied to the conscience of a 
sinner as through the medium of the Old. The law 
is still a schoolmaster to lead men to Christ—by it is 
the knowledge of sin, and, without it, there can be no 
conviction—where it ends, the Gospel begins, as by 
the Gospel alone is salvation from sin. See the whole 
of the comment on the Pentateuch. 

Verse 54. And when he was come into his own 
country] Probably Nazareth, where his parents lived, 
and where he had continued till his thirtieth year, 
though it appears he had a lodging in Peter’s house 
at Capernawm. 

They were astonished] It appears, hence, that our 
blessed Lord had lived in obscurity all the time above 
specified ; for his countrymen appear not to have heard 
his doctrines, nor seen his miracles, until now. It isa 
melancholy truth, that those who should know Christ 
best are often the most ignorant of himself, the doc- 
trines of his word, and the operations of his Spirit. 

Verse 55. Is not this the carpenter's son?] Seven 
copies of the old Jtala have, Is not this the son of 
JosrpH the carpenter? But it is likely our Lord, 
during the thirty years of his abode at Nazareth, 
wrought at the same trade with Joseph; and perhaps 
this is what is intended, Luke ii. 51. He went down 
with them (his parents) to Nazareth, and was sup- 
sect unto them. An honest trade is no discredit to 
any man. He who spends his time in idleness is fit 
for any business in which the devil chooses to em- 
ploy him. 

Is not his mother—Mary, and his brethren, James, 
&c.] This insulting question seems to intimate that 
our Lord’s family was a very obscure one; and that 
they were of small repute among their neighbours, ex- 
cept for their piety. 

It is possible that brethren and sisters may mean 
here near relations, as the words are used among the 
Hebrews in this latitude of meaning; but I confess 
it does not appear to me likely. Why should the chil- 
dren of another family be brought in here to share a 
reproach which it is evident was designed for Joseph 
the carpenter, Mary his wife, Jesus their son, and 
their other children? Prejudice apart, would not any 
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person of plain common sense suppose, from this ac- 
count, that these were the children of Joseph and 
Mary, and the brothers and sisters of our Lord, accord- 
ing to the flesh? It seems odd that this should. be 
doubied; but, through an unaccountable prejudice, 
Papists and Protestants are determined to maintain 
as a doctrine, that on which the Scriptures are totally 
silent, viz. the perpetual virginity of the mother of our 
Lord. See chap. i. ver. 25. 

Verse 57. And they were offended in him.] They 
took offence at him, ecxavdadifovro ev avtw, making 
the meanness of his family the reason why they would 
not receive him as a prophet, though they were asto- 
nished at his wisdom, and at his miracles, ver. 54.— 
So their pride and their envy were the causes of their 
destruction. 

A prophet is not without honour] ‘This seems to 
have been a proverbial mode of speech, generally true, 
but not without some exceptions. The apparent mean- 
ness of our Lord was one pretence why they rejected 
him; and yet, God manifested im the flesh, humbling 
himself to the condition of a servant, and to the death ‘ 
of the cross, is the only foundation for the salvation 
of a lost world. Perhaps our Lord means, by pro- 
phet in this place, himself alone, as if he had said, 
My ministry is more generally reputed, and my doc- 
trme better received, in any other part of the land 
than in my own country, among my own relatives ; 
because, knowing the obscurity of my birth, they can 
scarcely suppose that I have these things from heaven. 

Verse 58. And he did not many mighty works there 
because of their unbelief.] Avvayerc, miracles. So 
the word is used, chap. vii. 22; xi. 20; Acts xix. 
11; 1, Cor. xii. 28.3.Gali tied) Hebs 104.) The 
Septuagint translates 5s mxbp3 niphleoth el, the mi- 
raculous works of God, by dvvayw kvpie. 

Unbelief and contempt drive Christ out of the heart, 
as they did ont of his own country. Fath seems to 
put the almighty power of God into the hands of men; 
whereas unbelief appears to tie up even the hands of 
the Almighty. A man, generally speaking, can do 
but little good among his relatives, because it is diffi- 
cult for them to look with the eyes of faith upon one 
whom they have been accustomed to behold with the 
eyes of the flesh.—QUESNEL. 


A DISSERTATION ON THE NATURE AND USE OF 
PARABOLICAL WRITING, 


As parables occupy so distinguished a place in the 
Old and New Testaments, especialty in the latter, 
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and as the most important information relative to the 
nature of God, the economy of heaven, the state of 
separate spirits, the punishment of the wicked, the 
beatification of the godly, and the doctrines of salva- 
tion, is conveyed to mankind in parables, it becomes 
a matter of the utmost importance fully to understand 
their nature and their use. 

The word parable we have from the Greek IapaoAn, 
which comes either from apa, near, and Baddaw, I 
cast or put, or tapafarAew to compare, properly, dif- 
ferent things together, so as to discover their rela- 
tions and similarity; in order to which, the things to 
be compared are placed or put together, or near to each 
other, that, by a close inspection of both, the relations 
and likenesses may be the more accurately ascertained. 

Parable and proverb are called in Hebrew own 
mashal, from 5wr mashal, to govern or rule, either 
because the parabolic and proverbial mode of instruc- 
tion was of general use, and had a sort of universal 
precedency, which we know was the case among the 
Hebrews; or because a parable or proverb was the 
chief or principal illustrative point in the discourse. 
Hence we may discover the proper meaning of a pro- 
verb—it is a word or saying, forming a maxim for the 
government and regulation of a man’s conduct in do- 
mestic, civil, religious, or political life. 

Parable has been generally defined, ‘‘ A comparison 
or similitude, in which one thing is compared with 
another ; especially spiritual things with natural, by 
which means these spiritual things are better under- 
stood, and make a deeper impression on the attentive 
mind.” This definition is pretty correct, especially 
in reference to the parables of our blessed Lord. Or 
parable may be more generally defined, “ A repre- 
sentation of any matter accommodated in the way of 
similitude to the real subject, in order to delineate its 
different parts with the greater force and perspicuity.” 
This definition is applicable to parables in their more 
general and extended sense. 

The method of conveying instruction by parables or 
moral fictions, sometimes in the form of sinilitudes, 
allegories, fables, or apologues, was very common, 
and in high esteem, among all ancient nations: but 
the Asiatics used it most frequently, and brought it to 
a higher degree of perfection than any other people 
on the earth. The despotic and tyrannical nature of 
their government led them often to make use of this 
method. Reproof and censure, which it might not 
on many occasions be expedient or safe to deliver in 
explicit language, and which might exasperate, when 
too plainly spoken, rather than correct, could be con- 
veyed with delicacy and success under the disguise 
of parable. Even to the present time, information 
concerning grievances, oppressive acts of government, 
&c., is conveyed to the despotic Asiatic rulers under 
the guise of parable. An ancient instance of this we 
find in the reproof conveyed to the heart of David, 
by the Prophet Nathan, in the parable of the poor 
man’s ewe lamb. 

Persons thus addressed, not perceiving at first the 
relation, under this'artificial form, to be directed against 
themselves, lost sight of their selfishness and preju- 
dices, and were frequently induced, by their unsus- 
pecting replies, to acknowledge the justice of the re- 
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prehension, and to pronounce the condemnation of their 
conduct, from their own mouth; as in the case of Da- 
vid above referred to. This, therefore, was one im- 
portant use of this mode of instruction. 

Though fable, similitude, and parable are nearly 
of the same nature, and have been indifferently ap- 
plied to the same purposes, yet it may not be amiss 
to examine the meaning of each distinetly. ] 

SimiLirupe implies a proper resemblance between 
two subjects, the one well known, the other not at all, 
or less known; the leading properties of the one serv- 
ing clearly to illustrate those of the other. Five rules 
have been given by the ancients, for the regulation of 
similitudes. 

1. The first is, that the similitude must be clearer 
than the subject it is brought to illustrate. _ 

2. That it be not in general derived from common 
or well known things, which are in themselves unin- 
teresting ; as it is well known, the more novelty a 
thing possesses, the more it is calculated to excite the 
attention and impress the mind. 

3. It should not be false in itself, as in this cas 
the mind revolts not only against the thing itself, but 
against the conclusion drawn from it. On this rule I 
shall take the liberty of making the following obser- 
vations: Several of the ancients illustrated and en- 
deavoured to prove the truth and certainty of the re- 
surrection, by the history of the phenix, a bird sup- 
posed to be produced in Arabia once in one hundred 
years, there never being more than one at atime. It 
is reported that, when this bird finds its end approach- 
ing, it builds itself a nest of the most fragrant spices 
and aromatic plants, which, being set on fire by the 
rays of the sun, the bird is consumed in it; but from 
its ashes a worm or grub is formed, out of which 
another phenix, in process of time, arises; others say 
that it dies im the nest, and a grub is formed out of 
the marrow of its bones. Both these relations are 
equally true. Herodotus, Dion Cassius, Tacitus, and 
Pliny, mention this fabulous animal; and I have met 
with this account seriously produced by Clemens 
Alexandrinus, and other Christian fathers, to prove 
the resurrection of the body. Now, it is well known 
no such bird ever did, or ever could, exist; that the 
supposed fact is impossible; and that the conclusion 
drawn from it is not only not solid and convincing, but 
absurd, because the premises are all false. The same 
objections would lie against a similitude which is du- 
dious in its nature; because if it be brought to enforce 
conviction, and impress truth, this is impossible, as 
the conclusion must rest on the premises. If, then, 
the premises be dubious, the conclusion will be un- 
certain; and, consequently, the hesitancy of the mind 
must necessarily continue. 

In like manner, the similitude must be useless if it 
be absurd; for as soon as the mind perceives this, it 
becomes armed both against the similitude and the 
subject it was intended to illustrate or prove. 

4, A fourth rule of similitude is, that the mind 
should gain real information and useful knowledge 
from it. Let the similitude be ever so true, clear, 
and correct; yet, if it convey no more information 
than was before known, it is useless, and the time is 
lost which was employed in proposing it, 
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5. It should be calculated to make deep impressions 
on the mind, by leaving such images on the imagina- 
tion as may become, in all cases to which they apply, 
motives of conduct. As many preachers and public 
speakers delight in the use of similitudes, I thought it 
necessary to make these observations on the subject, 
that we might be preserved from copying bad examples, 
or that, if we followed the custom at all, we might 
make it truly useful, by subjecting it to its proper rules. 

Fase is very nearly allied to similitude and para- 
éle, and has been applied exactly in the same way, to 
convey lessons of moral instruction by pleasing images 
and interesting dialogue. 

But fable, in its nature, differs widely from the 
others. Every subject of inanimate creation may be 
employed by similitude and parable; but the grand 
subjects in fable are borrowed from the animate and 
rational creation only. Of this sort are the Heetopades 
commonly called the fables of Pilpay, written origi- 
nally in Sanscrit, the oldest fables, probably, in the 
world; and the fables of Lockman, the Arabian Afsop. 
In all these, human actions, speech, and intelligence, 
are transferred to brute and irrational animals. 

Though the former methods have been long, often, 
and successfully used to convey miscellaneous instruc- 
tion, yet the parabolic method has been chiefly em. 
ployed to illustrate Divine subjects, and to convey in- 
struction to the heart on those matters which concern 
the salvation of the soul. 

The most important truths are by our Lord con- 
veyed both to the disciples and to the multitude in 
parables ; not that they might not be discovered, but 
that they might be sought earnestly after. In this, 
our Lord, who was well acquainted with all the springs 
and secret movements of human nature, consulted a 
well-known propensity of the mind, which leads a 
person always to esteem that most which is, or appears 
to be, a discovery of his own. Christ speaks a para- 
ble, and in it gives a clue by which we may discover the 
will of God. He that loves his soul’s prosperity, takes 
up the thread, and, guided by it through all the laby- 
rinth of error, he safely arrives at the fountain of truth. 
We must not, however, suppose that the word parable 
always conveys the same meaning: I have taken 
some pains on this subject, and, if I mistake not, I 
find the word has the ¢en following significations in 
Scripture :— 

1. It means a simple comparison (as I have already 
noted when defining the Greek word.) Which com- 
parison is intended to show the relation between two 
dissimilar things; or, how one fact or circumstance 
may be fitly introduced to illustrate and explain another. 
Such is that comparison of our Lord, between the state 
of the Jewish nation, and that of the world in the days 
of Noah, mentioned Matt. xxiv. 32-38. 

2. It signifies an obscure similitude, such as that 
mentioned Matt. xv. 13-15, where the whole system 
of Pharisaism, with all its secular and spiritual influ- 
ence, is represented under the notion of a plantation 
not planted by God, and which was shortly to be 
rooted up. 

3. A sunple allegory, where one thing is represent- 
ed by another, the leading circumstances and principal 
design of that one being produced to illustrate and ex- 
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plain the design and leading circumstances of the other. 
Such is our Lord’s parable concerning those invited to 
a marriage supper—of the sower—tares and wheat— 
grain of mustard seed—leaven—hidden treasure— 
precious pearl—drag-net, &c., contained in the pre- 
ceding chapter, Matt. xiii. 

4. A maxim, or wise sentence, to direct and govern 
a man in civil or religious life. In this sense we have 
already seen the Hebrew word 5wn mashal employed. 
In 1 Kings iv. 32, we are informed that Solomon spoke 
three thousand of this kind of parables or proverbs ; 
and in this sense the original word is frequently used. 

5. It means a by-word, or proverb of reproach: 
such God threatened to make the disobedient Jewish 
people. See 2 Chron. vii. 20: J will pluck them up 
by the roots out of my land—and this house I will cast 
out of my sight, and will make it a proverb and a 
by-word among all nations, where the original word 
for proverb is 4wn mashal. Such we may conceive 
the following to be: As rebellious as Corah—as 
covetous as Judas—as wicked as the Jews—as bad 
as the devil. In all which parables or proverbs, re- 
spect should be paid to the similitude between the 
object of comparison, and the thing with which it is 
compared. In this sense it is used Psalm xliv. 14; 
exix) U1. Jer. xxiveror 

6. As parables, proverbs, and useful maxims for the 
regulation of life, and instruction in righteousness, had, 
before the Babylonish captivity, lost all their power 
and influence among the wicked Jews, so they were 
generally disregarded, and those who made use of 
them became objects of reproach and contempt ; hence, 
parable, at that time at least, was used to signify a 
frivolous, uninteresting discourse. In this sense alone, 
I suppose the word to be used, Ezek. xx. 49, ‘“ Then 
I said, Ah, Lord God! They say of me, Doth he not 
speak parables 1” 2. e. He delivers frivolous discourses, 
of no weight or importance. 

7. It seems a simple proverb or adage, where neither 
comparison nor similitude was intended: such as that 
mentioned by our Lord, Luke iv. 23, “ And he said, 
Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, tv mapa- 
Bodnv ravryv, this parable, Physician, heal thyself.” 
In this, neither comparison nor likeness is intendea. 
The same kind of a proverb is found Luke vi. 39, 
“Can the blind lead the blind,” &c. 

8. It means a type, illustration, or representation. 
See Heb. ix. 9, where the first tabernacle is said to 
have been a figure, xapaZoAn, a parable, for the time 
then present; 7. e. a thing which, from the peculiar 
use to which it was appropriated, shadowed forth or 
represented the human body of our Lord, and the 
Christian Church which he should establish. 

9. It means a daring exploit, an unusual and severe 
trial, or a case of imminent danger and jeopardy. In 
these senses it is used by some of the best and most 
correct Greek writers, such as Polybius and Xeno- 
phon; and by the best Greek lexicographers, such as 
Hesychius and Suidas ;, with whom rapaBoioc signifies 
a daring, bold, rash person; and tapaBoda, things ex- 
tremely dangerous. In this sense the verb is evidently 
used 2 Mac. xiv. 38, where it is said, that Razis, one 
of the Jewish elders, did “boldly jeopard (rapaBeBAn- 
Hevoc) his body and life, with all vehemency, for the 
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religion of the Jews.” I know no place in the sacred 
writings in which it has this sense, unless it be in Heb. 
xi. 19, where, speaking of the intended sacrifice of 
Isaac, and his rescue, Abraham is said to have rescued 
him from the most imminent death, ev rapafo0dy, which 
we translate, in a figure. Now, if we may suppose 
that the death here referred to, is not that metaphorical 
death implied in the deadness of Sarah’s womb, and 
the superannuation of Abraham, but the imminent 
death to which he was exposed when Abraham drew 
his knife to slay his son, Gen. xxii. 10, and was only 
prevented by the sudden and miraculous interposition 
of God; then it is probable that the word here has the 
above meaning, which, I must own, I think likely: if 
so, the text may be read thus: “ By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: of whom it was 
said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called; accounting that 
God was able to raise him up even from the dead, from 
whence he received him, ev tapa@odAy, he being in the 
most imminent danger of losing his life.” 

10. It signifies a very ancient and obscure prophecy, 
Psalm xlix. 4, I will incline mine ear to a parable: I 
will open my dark saying upon the harp. Likewise 
in Psalm lxxviii, I will open my mouth in a parable: 
I will utter dark sayings of old. Probably this kind 
of dark, ancient, enigmatical prophecy, is what is spoken 
of Prov. 1. 6, To understand a proverb (or parable) and 
the interpretation; the words of the wise and their 
dark sayings. Now, a proverb, in the common accep- 
tation of that word, is neither dark, nor requires any 
particular interpretation ; it being a plain maxim, easy 
to be understood by the mass of the people, for whose 
instruction it is chiefly designed. But paradle, in this 
sense, evidently refers to the ancient prophecies which 
were delivered concerning Christ and the nature of his 
kingdom. And to this very subject the words are 
applied, and quoted by the Evangelist Matthew in the 
preceding chapter. (xiii. 35.) 

Having traced the word parable through its different 
meanings in the sacred writings, it may be now ne- 
cessary to inquire for what purpose our blessed Lord 
used that mode of speech so frequently : as many have 
supposed from his own words, Matt. xiii. 11-13, that 
he addressed the péople in parables merely that they 
might not understand. To you, said he, addressing 
his disciples, 2¢ is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given: there- 
fore I speak to them in parables, &c. Now, to do 
justice to this passage, we must observe, that by mys- 
teries, here, we are to understand, not only things con- 
cerning the scheme of salvation which had not been as 
yet fully revealed, but also the prophetic declarations 
concerning the future state of the Christian Church, as 
they are signified by the different parables mentioned 
in the succeeding parts of the chapter. It was not 
given to THEM to know the purport and design of these 
things. ‘ They,” said our Lord, “ are gross of heart :” 
they are earthly and sensual, and do not improve the 
light they have received ; so that, when many of them 
might have been preachers of this truth to others, they 
are found destitute of salvation themselves, notwith- 
standing the means of it were all within their power : 
but, said he, “to you it is given:” because I have 
appointed you, not only to be the first preachers of the 
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Gospel to sinners, but also the persons who shall trans- 
mit accounts of all these things to posterity. The 
knowledge of these mysteries, in the first instance, 
could be given only to a few; but when these faith- 
fully wrote and published what they had heard and 
seen unto the world, then the science of salvat‘on, 
being fully revealed, was addressed to all. 

From verse 17 of the same chapter we learn, that 
many prophets and righteous men had desired to see 
and hear these things, but had not that privilege: to 
them it was not given: not because God designed to 
exclude them from salvation, but because He who 
knew all things knew either that they were not proper 
persons, or that that was not the proper tame; for the 
choice of the persons by whom, and the choice of the 
TIME in which it is most proper to reveal Divine things, 
must ever rest with the all-wise God. 

But it is not intimated that our Lord spoke to the 
Jews in parables that they might not understand : 
the very reverse, I think, is plainly intended. It was 
to lead them, by a familiar and appropriate mode of 
instruction, into the knowledge of God and the inter- 
ests of their souls. I speak to them, said he, in para- 
bles, i. e. natural representations of spiritual truths, 
that they might be allured to inquire, and to find out 
the spirit which was hidden under the letter. Be- 
cause, said he, seeing the miracles which I have 
wrought, they see not, i. e. the end for which I have 
wrought them; and hearing my doctrines, they hear 
not, so as to profit by what is spoken; nezther do they 
understand, ovde avviover, they do not lay their hearts 
to it, so as to consider it with that deep attention 
which such momentous truths require. But that 
they might not continue in their ignorance, and die in 
their sins, he adds parable to parable, to make the 
whole science of salvation as plain and intelligible as 
possible. Is not this obviously our Lord’s meaning ? 
Who that is not most miserably warped and begloom- 
ed by some Jewish exclusive system of salvation, can 
suppose that the wise, the holy, the benevolent 
Christ, would employ his time in speaking enigma- 
tically to the people, on purpose that they might not 
understand what was spoken? Could the God of 
truth and sincerity act thus? If he had designed 
that they should continue in darkness, he might have 
saved his time and labour, and not spoken a all, 
which would have as effectually answered the same 
purpose, viz. that of leaving them in destructive igno- 
rance, as his speaking in such a way as should render 
his meaning incomprehensible. 

On the whole I conclude, that the grand object of 
parabolical writing is not to conceal the truth, but to 
convey information to the hearts of the hearers in the 
most concise, appropriate, impressive, and effectual 
manner. 

In preaching on parables and similitudes, great care 
should be taken to discover their object and design, 
and those grand and leading circumstances by which 
the author illustrates his subject. There are few, if 
any, parables, whose every circumstance was designed 
to apply to the subject in reference to which they 
were proposed. Maimonides, in his Moreh Nevochm, 
gives an excellent rule on this head: “ Fix it as a 
principle,” says he, “to attach yourself to the grand 
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Herod hears of the 


object of the parable, without attempting to make a 
particular application of all the circumstances and 
terms which it comprehends.” This shows us that 
we should not attempt to find a spiritual meaning, or 
pointed reference, in all the parts of the parable, to the 
subject which it is intended to illustrate. And this 
maxim of Maimonides is the more to be regarded, 
because it comes from a person who was perfectly 
well acquainted with the subject, and who lived, if 


8ST. MATTHEW. 


fame of Christ. 


I might so term it, in the very country of parables, 
and was best qualified to decide on their use in the 
Sacred Writings, and the proper mode of interpreta- 
tion. By not attending to this rule, many have 
disgraced both themselves and the Scriptures. The 
most dignified subjects, in such hands, have been ren 
dered contemptible by their injudicious modes of 
elucidation. See the notes at the beginning of this 
chapter. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
Herod, having heard the fame of Christ, supposes him to be John the Baptist, risen from the dead, 1,2. A 


circumstantial account of the beheading of John the Baptist, 3-12. 
and children, fed with five loaves and two fishes, 13-21. 
hind, and goes privately into a mountain to pray, 22, 23. 

In their extremity, Jesus appears to them, walking upon the water, 25— 
Peter, at the command of his. Master, leaves the ship, and walks on the water to meet Christ, 28-31. 


the disciples are endangered, 24. 
27. 


They both enter the ship, and the storm ceases, 32, 33. 


heals many diseased people, 34—36. 


Sat tS AT that time *Herod the tetrarch 
heard of the fame of Jesus, 

2 And said unto his servants, This 

is John the Baptist; he is risen from the 

dead; and therefore mighty works do show 

forth themselves in him. 


a Mark vi. 14; Luke ix. 7——> Or, are wrought 
by him. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIV. 

Verse 1. Herod the tetrarch] This was Herod 
Antipas, the son of Herod the Great. See the notes 
on chap. ii. 1, where an account is given of the Herod 
family. The word tetrarch properly signifies a person 
who rules over the fourth part of a country ; but it is 
taken in a more general sense by the Jewish writers, 
meaning sometimes a governor simply, or a king ; see 
ver. 9. The estates of Herod the Great were not, 
at his death, divided into four tetrarchies, but only 
into three: one was given by the Emperor Augustus 
to Archelaus ; the second to Herod Antipas, the per- 
son in the text; and the third to Philip: all three, 
sons of Herod the Great. 

Verse 2. This is John the Baptist] Ov eyo 
arekepadtoa, Whom I beheaded. ‘These words are 
added here by the Codex Bez and several others, by 
the Saxon, and five copies of the Itala—See the 
power of conscience! He is miserable because he is 
guilty ; being continually under the dominion of self- 
accusation, reproach, and remorse. No need for the 
Baptist now: conscience performs the office of ten 
thousand accusers! But, to complete the misery, a 
guilty conscience offers no relief from God—points 
out no salvation from sin. 

He is risen from the dead) From this we may ob- 
serve: 1. That the resurrection of the dead was a 
common opinion among the Jews; and 2. That the 
materiality of the soul made no part of Herod’s creed. 
Bad and profligate as he was, it was not deemed by 
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Five thousand men, besides women 
The disciples take ship, and Jesus stays be- 
A violent storm arises, by which the lives of 


They come into the land of Gennesaret, and he 


3 9° For Herod had laid hold on 
John, and bound him, and put ham 
in prison, for Herodias’ sake, his 
brother Philip’s wife. 

4 For John said unto him, ¢ It is not lawful 
for thee to have her. 


¢Mark vi. 17; Luke iii. 19, 20.——4 Lev. xviii. 16; 
xzr21. 


him a thing impossible with God to raise the dead ; 
and the spirit of the murdered Baptist had a perma- 
nent resurrection in his guilty conscience. 

Verse 3. For Herodias’ sake} This infamous wo- 
man was the daughter of Avistobulus and Berenice, 
and grand-daughter of Herod the Great. Her first 
marriage was with Herod Philip, her uncle, by whom 
she had Salome: some time after, she left her husband, 
and lived publicly with Herod Antipas, her brother- 
in-law, who had been before married to the daughter 
of Aretas, king of Arabia Petrea. As soonas Aretas 
understood that Herod had determined to put away 
his daughter, he prepared to make war on him: the 
two armies met, and that of Herod was cut to pieces 
by the Arabians; and this, Josephus says, was sup- 
posed to be a judgment of God on him for the murder 
of John the Baptist. See the account in Josephus, 
Antiq. lib. xviii. c. 7. 

Verse 4. For John said unto him, It is not lawful 
Jor thee to have her.] Here is an instance of zeal, 
fidelity, and courage, highly worthy of imitation. 
Plainness, mildness, and modesty, are qualifications 
necessary to be observed when we reprove the great. 
The best service a subject can render his prince is 
to lay before him, in the plainest but most respectful 
manner, what the law of God requires of him, and 
what it forbids. How unutterable must the punish- 
ment of those be who are chaplains to princes, or 
great men, and who either flatter them in their vices, 
or wink at their sins! 

1 


Account of the beheading 


A, M4031. 5 And when he would have put 


Seas: him to death, he feared the multi- 
3 

tude, * because they counted him 
as a prophet. 

6 But when Herod’s birth-day was kept, the 
daughter of Herodias danced ‘before them, and 
pleased Herod. 

7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to 
give her whatsoever she would ask. 

8 And she, being before instructed of her 
mother, said, Give me here John Baptist’s 
head in a charger. 


e Chap. xxi. 26; Luke xx. 6— Gr. in the midst. 


Verse 5. He feared the multitude] Miserable 
prince! who fears more to offend his people, than to 
sin against his. God, by shedding innocent blood. 
When a man resists sin only by the help of human 
motives, he cannot long defend himself. 

Verse 6. Herod’s birth-day| Hither the day in 
which he was born, or the day on which he began to 
reign ; for both were termed dirth-days. See 1 Sam. 
Xili. 1, and Hos. vii. 5. The kings of Persia were 
accustomed to reject no petition that was preferred 
to them during the entertainment... See Herodotus in 
Calliope, and Esther v. 3. 

The daughter—danced| This was Salome, men- 
tioned before. Danced: by a literal rendering of the 
saltavit of the Vulgate, in my old MS. of the English 
Bible, the whole of this business seems to be treated 
with sovereign contempt : for thus says the translator, 
Shee leped in the myddle. 

Verse 8. Give me here John Baptist’s head in a 
charger.| 'The word charger formerly signified a large 
dish, bowl, or drinking cup: the Saxon has diyce, a 
dish, Tindal, a platter; any thing is better than char- 
ger, which never conveyed much meaning, and now 
conveys none. ‘The evangelist says she was instructed 
before, by her mother, to ask the Baptist’s head! 
What a most infernal mother, to give such instructions 
to her child! and what a promising daughter to receive 
them! What a present for a young lady !—the bloody 
head of the murdered forerunner of Jesus! and what 
a gratification for an adulterous wife, and incestuous 
mother! The disturber of her illicit pleasures, and 
the troubler of her brother-husband’s conscience, is 
no more! Short, however, was their glorying! See 
on ver. 3. 

Verse 9. The king was sorry] He knew John to 
be a righteous man, and at first did many things gladly 
which John told him it was his duty to perform: 
Mark vi. 20. 

Nevertheless, for the oath’s sake] The oaTHs, opkove 
—he had probably sworn again and again—one sin 
begets many. 

And them which sat with him at meat] Who were 
probably such as himself, and would have considered 
it a breach of honour if he had not fulfilled his sworn 
promise : he therefore commanded it to be given! 

Verse 11. His head was—given to the. damsel: 
-and she brought it to her mother.| ‘There is no person 
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of John the Baptist 
9 And the king was sorry: never- 4,M, 4031. 


theless, for the aay sake, and them An. Chee. 
which sat with him at meat, he com- eee 
manded it to be given her. 

10 And he sent and beheaded John in the 
prison. 

11 And his head was brought in a charger, 
and given to the damsel: and she brought zt 
to her mother. 

12 And his disciples came, and took up the 
body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 

13 4 &® When Jesus heard of zt, he departed 


& Chap. x. 23; xii. 15; Mark vi. 32; Luke ix. 10; John vi. 1, 2. 


so revengeful as a lascivious woman when reproved 
and blamed. A preacher of the Gospel has most to 
fear from this quarter :—the first of this profession 
lost his life for the sake of truth and chastity; and 
others, especially those who have any thing to do 
with men in power who are profligates, may learn 
what they are to expect in return for a faithful dis- 
charge of their duty. 

Verse 12. His disciples came, and tock up the sopy] 
The HEAD was in the possession of Herodias, who, 
*tis probable, took a diabolic pleasure in viewing that 
speechless mouth which had often been the cause of 
planting thorns in her criminal bed; and in offering 
indignities to that tongue from which she could no 
longer dread a reproof. Her character justifies every 
bad conjecture that can well be formed on this head : 
and St. Jerome positively says that, when she got it, 
she drew out the tongue, and thrust it through with 
her bodkin. On the whole we may observe— 

That the diversions of the world, feasting and 
dancing, are but too commonly the occasions of sin. 
After so fatal an example as this, can we doubt 
whether éalls are not snares for souls; destructive of 
chastity, modesty, and sometimes even of humanity 
itself; and a pernicious invention to excite the most 
criminal passionst How many on such occasions 
have sacrificed their chastity, and then, to hide their 
shame, have stifled the feelings of the human being 
and the parent, and, by direct or indirect means, 
have put a period to the innocent offspring of their 
connections! Unhappy mother, who exposes her 
daughter to the same shipwreck herself has suffered, 
and makes her own child the instrument of her lust 
and revenge! Behold here, ye professedly religious 
parents, the fruits of what was doubtless called in 
those times, elegant breeding and accomplished dancing! 
Fix your eyes on that vicious mother, that prostituted 
daughter, and especially on that murdered ambas- 
sador of God, and then send your children to genteel 
boarding-schools, to learn the accomplishment of 
paNciING ! where the fear of God makes no part of the 
education. 

Verse 13. When Jesus heard of it, he departed 
thence] Had the blessed Jesus continued in that 
place, it is probable the hand of this impure female 
murderer would have been stretched out against him 
also: he withdrew, therefore, not through fear, but to 
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Five thousand men fed with ST. MATTHEW. five loaves and two fishes. 
A-M. 4031. thence by ship into a desert place] 16 But Jesus said unto them, es 


An. lyin apart: and when the people had 
cers heard thereof, they followed him 
on foot out of the cities. 

14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great 
multitude, and * was moved with compassion 
toward them, and he healed their sick. 

15 i And when it was evening, his disciples 
came to him, saying, This is a desert place, 
and the time is now past; send the multitude 
away, that they may go into the villages, and 
buy themselves victuals. 


h Chap. ix. 36; Mark. vi. 34.—i Mark vi. 35; Luke ix. 12; 


teach his messengers rather to yield to the storm than 
expose themselves to destruction, where, from circum- 
stances, the case is evidently hopeless. 

The people—followed him on foot] ren, or, by land, 
which is a common acceptation of the word in the best 
Greek writers. See many examples in Kyphe. 

Verse 14. Jesus—was moved with. compassion] 
EorAayyviote, he was moved with tender compassion, 
so I think the word should in general be translated : 
see the note on chap. ix. 36. As a verd, it does not 
appear to have been used by any but ecclesiastical 
writers. It always intimates that motion of the bowels, 
accompamed with extreme tenderness and concern, 
which is felt at the sight of the miseries of another. 

Verse 15. Send the multitude away, that they may 
go—and buy] ‘The disciples of Christ are solicitous 
for the people’s temporal as well as spiritual welfare : 
and he is not worthy to be called a minister of Christ, 
who does not endeavour to promote both to the utter- 
most of his power. The preaching of Christ must 
have been accompanied with uncommon power to these 
people’s souls, to have induced them to leave their 
homes to follow him from village to village, for they 
could never hear enough; and to neglect to make use 
of any means for the support of their lives, so that 
they might still have the privilege of hearing him. 
When a soul is either well replenished with the bread 
of life, or hungry after it, the necessities of the body 
are, for the time, little regarded. 

Verse 16. They need not depart] He that seeks 
first the kingdom of heaven is sure to have every 
temporal requisite. When a man ensures the first, 
God always takes care to throw the other into the 
bargain. He who has an interest in Jesus has in him 
an inexhaustible treasure of spiritual and temporal 
good. Though the means by which man may help 
his fellows have failed, we are not to suppose that the 
bounty of God is exhausted. When we are about to 
give up all hope of farther supply, the gracious word 
of Christ still holds good—They need not depart ; give 
ye them to eat. 

Give ye them to eat.| Should we say, Lord, how 
shall thy poor, feeble ministering servants feed so 
many hungry souls as attend thy word? Begin at 
the command of Jesus—make the attempt—divide 
what you have—and the bread of God shall be multi- 
plied in your hands, and all shall eat and he satisfied. 
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They need not depart; 
them to eat. ——__— 

17 And they say unto him, * We have here 
but five loaves, and two fishes. 

18 He said, Bring them hither to me. 

19 And he commanded the multitude to sit 
down on the grass, and took the five loaves 
and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, 
‘he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves 
to his disciples, and the disciples to the mul 
titude. 


i atin nid et Hernan nie iy ee 
John vi. 5.—— John vi. 8, 9; 2 Kings iv. 43.——! Chap. xv. 36. 


ive e An. Olymp. 
8 a CCL.3. 


Verse 17. We have here but five loaves and two 
fishes.| When we are deeply conscious of our own 
necessities, we shall be led to depend on Jesus with 
a firmer faith. God often permits his servants to be 
brought dow, that they may have repeated opportunities 
of proving the kindness and mercy of their gracious 
Lord and Master. 

Verse 18. Bring them hither to me.] No creature 
of God should be considered as good or safe without 
the blessing of God in it. If thou have but even a 
handful of meal and a few herbs, bring them to Christ 
by prayer and faith, and he will make them a suffi- 
ciency for thy body, and a sacrament to thy soul. Let 
the minister of the Gospel attend also to this—let 
him bring all his gifts and graces to his Maker—let 
him ever know that his word can be of no use, unless 
the blessing of Christ be in it. 

Verse 19. And took the five loaves, &c.] This was 
the act of the father of a family among the Jews— 
his business it was to take the bread into his hands, 
and render thanks to God, before any of the family was 
permitted to taste of it. 

Looking up to heaven] To teach us to acknowledge 
Gop as the Supreme Good, and fountain of all excel- 
lence. 

He blussed| The word God should, I think, be 
rather inserted here than the word them, because it 
does not appear that it was the loaves which Christ 
blessed, but that God who had provided them; and 
this indeed was the Jewish custom, not to bless the 
food, but the God who gave it. However, there are 
others who believe the Joaves are meant, and that he 
blessed them in order to multiply them. The Jewish 
form of dlessing, or what we term grace, before and 
after meat, was as follows :— 


BEFORE MEAT. 
:yosT yp ond sxven odyn yoo wn dx Ane 2 


Baruc attah Elohinoo melec hailam hamotse lechem 
min haarets : 


Blessed art thou, our God, King of the universe, 
who bringest bread out of the earth! 


AFTER MEAT. 


PDA MD NN oT To winds ya 
Baruc Elohinoo melec hadlam boré peri hagephen + 


The multitudes depart, and 


A. 0) 20: And they did all eat, and were 


An. Glymp. filled: ™ and they took up of the 
—— fragments that remained twelve 
baskets full. 

21 And they that had eaten were about 
five thousand men, beside women and chil- 
dren. 

22 9 And straightway Jesus constrained his 
disciples to get into a ship, ™ and to go before 


m Chap. xvi. 7; Isa. lv. 1; Luke ix. 17. 


Blessed be our God, the King of the universe, the 
Creator of the fruit of the vine! 


And brake] We read often in the Scriptures of 
breaking bread, never of cutting it: because the Jews 
made their bread broad and thin like cakes, and to divide 
such, being very brittle, there was no need of a knife. 

Verse 20. They did all eat, and were filled] Little 
or much is the same in the hands of Jesus Christ.— 
Here was an incontestable miracle—five thousand men, 
besides women and children, fed with five cakes and 
two fishes! Here must have been a manifest creation 
of substance—the parts of the bread were not dilated 
to make them appear large, nor was there any delusion 
in the eating—for they all ate, and were all filled. 
Here then is one miracle of our Lord attested by at 
least five thousand persons! But did not this creation 
of bread prove the unlimited power of Jesus? Un- 
doubtedly : and nothing less than eternal power and 
Godhead could have effected it. 

They took up—twelve baskets] It was customary 
for many of the Jews to carry a basket with them at 
all times: and Mr. Wakefield’s conjecture here is very 
reasonable :—‘‘ By the number here particularized, it 
should seem that each apostle filled his own bread 
basket.” Some think that the Jews carried baskets 
in commemoration of their Egyptian bondage, when 
they were accustomed to carry the clay.and stubble 
to make the bricks, in a basket that was hung about 
their necks. This seemsto be what Sidonius Apollinaris 
refers to in the following words, Epist. vil. 6. Ordinis 
res est, ut, (dum in allegorica versamur Aigypto) 
Pharao incedat cum diademate, Israeliti cum CcoPpHINO. 

These words of Alcimus Avitus, lib. v. ver. 30, are 
to the same effect :— 


Servitii longo lassatam pondere plebem, 
Oppressos cophinis humeros, attritaque collo. 


It appears that a basket about the neck, and a bunch 
of hay, were the general characteristic of this long 
enslaved and oppressed people in the different coun- 
tries where they sojourned. 

Juvenal also mentions the basket and the hay :— 


Cum dedit rlle locum, cophino fanoque relicto, 
Arcanam Judea tremens mendicat in aurem. 
Sat. vi. 542. 


A gypsy Jewess whispers in your ear— 
Her goods a basket, and old hay her bed, 
She strolls, and telling fortunes, gains her bread. 
Dryden. 
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Jesus retires to a mountain. 


him unto the other side, while he fate 
sent the multitudes away. 

23 ° And when he had sent the 
multitudes away, he went up into a mountain 
apart, to pray: P and when the evening was 
come, he was there alone. 

24 But the ship was now in the midst of 
the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was 
contrary. 


An, Olymp. 
CCI. 3 


» Chap. viii. 18,——° Mark vi. 46.——? John. vi. 16. 


And again, Sat iii. 13 :— 


Nune sacri fontis nemus, et delubra locantur 
Judais, quorum cophinus, fenumque supellex. 


Now the once hallowed fountain, grove, and fane, 

Are let to Jews, a wretched, wandering train, 

Whose wealth is but a dasket stuff’d with hay. 
Gifford. 


The simple reason why the Jews carried baskets 
with them appears to be this:—When they went 
into Gentile countries, they carried their own provi- 
sion with them, as they were afraid of being polluted 
by partaking of the meat of heathens. This also 
obliged them probably to carry hay with them to 
sleep on: and it is to this, in all likelihood, that Ju- 
venal alludes. 

After five thousand were fed, twelve times as much, 
at least, remained, as the whole multitude at first sat 
down to! See the note on Luke ix. 16. 

Verse 22. Jesus constrained his disciples to get into 
a ship| Hither they were afraid to return into the 
jurisdiction of Herod, or they were unwilling to em- 
bark without their Lord and Protector, and would not 
enter their boat till Christ had commanded them to 
embark. : 

From this verse it appears that Christ gave some 
advices to the multitudes after the departure of his 
disciples, which he did not wish them to hear. 

Unto the other side| ‘Towards Capernaum, ver. 34. 
John vi. 16, 17, or Bethsaida, see on Mark vi. 45. 

Verse 23. He went up into a mountain apart, to 
pray| He whom God has employed in a work of 
mercy had need to return, by prayer, as speedily, to 
his Maker, as he can, lest he should be tempted to 
value himself on account of that in which he has no 
merit—for the good that is done upon earth, the Lord 
doth it alone. Some make this part of our Lord’s 
conduct emblematic of the spirit and practice of prayer, 
and observe that the proper dispositions and circum- 
stances for praying well are: 1. Retirement from. the 
world. 2. Elevation of the heart to God. 3. Solitude. 
4, The silence and quiet of the night. It is certain 
that in this also Christ has left us an example that we 
should follow his steps. Retirement from the world 
is often a means of animating, supporting, and spirit- 
ualizing prayer. Other society should be shut out, 
when a soul comes to converse with God. 

Verse 24. Tossed with waves] Grievously agitated. 
This is the proper meaning of the word BacaviCouevor : 
but one MS. reads Banrifowevov, plunged under the 
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Peter walks on the water 


A.M.4031. 25 And in the fourth watch of the 
An. Olymp. night Jesus went unto them, walking 

CCL 3. on the sea. 

26 And when the disciples saw him ¢ walk- 
ing on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It 
is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 

27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, 
saying, Be of good cheer; it is 1; be not 
afraid. 

28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, 
if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the 
water. 

29 And he said, Come. And when Pe- 
ter was come down out of the ship, he 


ST. MATTHEW. 


at the command of Christ. 


walked on the water, to go to 4,M 4031 
An. Olymp. 
Jesus. bore 


30 But when he saw the wind 
r boisterous, he was afraid; and, beginning to 
sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 

31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth 
his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, 
O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt ? 

32 And when they were come into the ship, 
the wind ceased. 

33 Then they that were in the ship came 
and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth * thou 
art the Son of God. . 


a Job ix. 8— Or, strong. —* Psa. ii. 7; Marki.1; ch, xvi. 16; xxvi. 


waves, frequently covered with them ; the waves often 
breaking over the vessel. 

Verse 25. The fourth watch] Anciently the Jews 
divided the night into three watches, consisting of 
four hours each. The first watch is mentioned, Lam. 
ii. 19: the second, Judges vii. 19; and the third, 
Exod. xiv. 24; but a fourth watch is not mentioned 
in any part of the Otp Testament. This division the 
Romans had introduced in Judea, as also the custom 
of dividing the day into twelve hours: see John xi. 9. 
The first watch began at six o'clock in the evening, 
and continued till nzne; the second began at nine, and 
continued till twelve ; the third began at twelve, and 
continued till three next morning ; and the fourth be- 
gan at three, and continued till siz. It was therefore 
between the hours of three and six in the morning 
that Jesus made his appearance to his disciples. 

Walking on the sea.) ‘Thus suspending the laws 
of gravitation was a proper manifestation of unlimited 
power. Jesus did this by his own power; therefore 
Jesus showed forth his Godhead. In this one miracle 
we may discover three:—I1. Though at a distance 
from his disciples, he knew their distress. 2. He 
found them out on the lake, and probably in the midst 
of darkness. 3. He walked upon the water. Job, 
speaking of those things whereby the omnipotence of 
God was demonstrated, says particularly, chap. ix. 8, 
He walketh upon the waves of the sea: intimating that 
this was impossible to any thing but Omnipotence. 

Verse 26. Jt is a spirit] That the spirits of the 
dead might and did appear, was a doctrine held by the 
greatest and holiest of men that ever existed; and a 
doctrine which the cavillers, free-thinkers and bound- 
thinkers, of different ages, have never been able to 
disprove. 

Verse 27. It is I; be not afraid] Nothing but this 
voice of Christ could, in such circumstances, have 
given courage and comfort to his disciples : those who 
are grievously tossed with difficulties and temptations 
require a similar manifestation of his power and good- 
ness. Vhen he proclaims himself in the soul, all 
sorrow, and fear, and sin are at an end. 

Verse 28. Bid me come unto thee on the water.] A 
weak faith is always wishing for signs and miracles. 
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63; Luke iv. 41 ; John i. 49; vi.69; xi. 27; Acts viii. 37; Rom. 1.4. 


To take Christ at his word, argues not only the perfec- 
tion of faith, but also the highest exercise of sound 
reason. He is to be credited on his own word, be- 
cause he is the TruTH, and therefore can neither lie 
nor deceive. 

Verse 29. Peter—walked on the water] However 
impossible the thing commanded by Christ may appear, 
itis certain he will give power to accomplish it to those 
who receive his word by faith ; but we must take care 
never to put Christ’s power to the proof for the grat- 
ification of a vain curiosity ; or even for the strength- 
ening of our faith, when the ordinary means for doing 
that are within our reach. 

Verse 30. When he saw the wind boisterous, he was 
afraid| It was by faith in the power of Christ he was 
upheld; when that faith failed, by which the laws of 
gravitation were suspended, no wonder that those laws 
returned to their wonted action, and that he began to 
sink. It was not the violence of the winds, nor the 
raging of the waves, which endangered his life, but 
his littleness of faith. 

Verse 31. Jesus stretched forth his hand] Every 
moment we stand in need of Christ: while we stand, 
we are upheld by his power only; and when we are 
falling, or have fallen, we can be saved only by his 
mercy. Let us always take care that we do not con- 
sider so much the danger to which we are exposed, as 
the power of Christ by which we are to be upheld ; 
and then our mountain is likely to stand strong. 

Verse 32. The wind ceased.] Jesus is the Prince of * 
peace, and all is peace and calm where he condescends 
to enter and abide. 

Verse 33. Thou art the Son of God.} It is probable 
that these words were spoken either by the sailors or 
passengers, and not by the disciples. Critics have re-. 
marked that, when this phrase is used to denominate 
the Muss1au, both the articles are used, 6 vzo¢ Tov Ogov, 
and that the words without the articles mean, in the 
common Jewish phrase, a Divine person. It would have 
been a strange thing indeed, if the disciples, after all 
the miracles they had seen Jesus work—after their 
having left all to follow him, &c., were only now per- 
suaded that he was the promised Messiah. That they 
had not as yet, clear conceptions concerning his king- 
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Tradition concerning CHAP XV. the washing of hands. 
A.M 4031. 34 9] * And when they were gone country round about, “and brought 4,M. 4031. 
An. Olymp. over, they came into the land|unto him all that were diseased ; Ane ome 


CCI. 3. 
——— of Gennesaret. 


35 And when the men of that place had 
knowledge of him, they sent out into all that 


36 And besought him that they 
might only touch ¥ the hem of his garment: and 
“as many as touched were made perfectly whole 


€ Mark vi. 53. u Mark vi. 56. 


¥ Num. xv. 38, 39; ch. ix. 20. 


dom, is evident enough ; but that they had any doubts 
concerning his being the promised Messiah is far from 
being clear. 

Verse 34. The land of Gennesaret.] It was from 
this country that the sea or lake of Gennesaret had its 
name. In this district, on the western side of the lake, 
were the cities of Capernaum and Tiberias. 

Verse 35. The men of that place had knowledge 
of him] i. e. They knew him again. They had already 
seen his miracles ; and now they collect all the diseased 
people they can find, that he may have the same oppor- 
tunity of showing forth his marvellous power, and they 
of being the instruments of relieving their friends and 
neighbours. 

They brought unto him all that were diseased] And 
Jesus received and healed every man and woman of 
them. And is not the soul, in the sight of God, of 
more value than the body? and will he withhold his 


wChap. ix. 20; Mark iil. 10; Luke vi. 19; Acts xix. 12. 


healing power from the former, and grant it so freely 
to the latter? This cannot be. Let a man come him- 
self to Jesus, and he shall be saved; and afterwards 
let him recommend this Christ to the whole circle of 
his acquaintance, and they, if they come, shall also 
find merey. 

Verse 36. That they might only touch the hem of 
his garment] What mighty influence must the grace 
and Spirit of Christ have in the soul, when even the 
border or hem of his garment produced such wonders 
in the bodies of those who touched it! Here is a 
man who has turned from sin to God through Christ, 
and the healing hand of Jesus is laid upon him.— 
Then, no wonder that he knows and feels his sins 
forgiven, his soul purified, and his heart filled with 
the fulness of his Maker. Lord, increase our faith! 
and we shall see greater manifestations of thy power 
and glory! Amen. 


CHAPTER, XV. 


The Pharisees accuse the disciples of eating with unwashed hands, 1, 2. 
Teaches the people and the disciples what it is that renders men unclean, 
Heals the daughter of a Canaanitish woman, 21-28. 

With seven loaves, and a few little fishes, he feeds 4,000 men, besides women 
Having dismissed the nuwultitudes, he comes to the coast of Magdala, 39. 


them of gross hypocrisy, 3-9. 
10-20. 
tain of Galilee, 29-31. 
and children, 32-38. 


A.M, 4032. : 
i bos” "THEN *came to Jesus scribes 
pee pee and Pharisees, which were of 


Jerusalem, saying, 
2 > Why do thy disciples transgress ° the 


Our Lord answers, and convicts 


Heals many diseased people on a moun- 


tradition of the elders? for they 4, M 4032 


wash not their hands when they eat An. Olymp. 
CCI 4. 

bread. cid = Sine 

3 But he answered and said unto them, Why 


a Mark vii. 1—» Mark vii. 5. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XV. 

Verse 1. The scribes and Pharisees—of Jerusalem] 
Our Lord was now in Galilee, chap. xiv. 34. 

Verse 2. Elders] Rulers and magistrates among 
the Jews. 

For they wash not their hands} What frivolous 
nonsense! ‘These Pharisees had nothing which their 
malice could fasten on in the conduct or doctrine of 
our blessed Lord and his disciples, and therefore they 
must dispute about washing of hands! All sorts of 
Pharisees are troublesome people in religious society ; 
and the reason is, they take more pleasure in blaming 
others than in amending themselves. 

The tradition of the elders] The word rapadocrc, 
tradition, has occupied a most distinguished place, both 
in the Jewish and Christian Church. Man is ever 
fond of mending the work of his Maker; and hence 
he has been led to put his finishing hand even to 
Divine revelation! This supplementary matter has 
been called rapadoorc, from rapadidopat, to delwer 

Vou. I. © WF ) 


¢ Col. ii. 8. 


from hand to hand—to transmit ; and hence the La- 
tin term, éradition, from trado, to delwer, especially 
from one to another ;—to hand down. Among the Jews, 
TRADITION signifies what is also called the oral law, 
which they distinguish from the written law: this last 
contains the Mosaic precepts, as found in the Penta- 
teuch: the former, the traditions of the elders, i. e. 
traditions, or doctrines, that had been successively 
handed down from Moses through every generation, 
but not committed to writing. The Jews feign that, 
when Gop gave Moses the written law, he gave him 
also the oral law, which is the interpretation of the 
former. This law, Moses at first delivered to Aaron ; 
then to his sons Eleazar and Ithamar ; and, after these, 
to the seventy-two elders, who were six of the most 
eminent men chosen out of each of the twelve tribes. 
These seventy-two, with Moses and Aaron, delivered 
it again to all the heads of the people, and afterwards 
to the congregation at large. They say also that, 
before Moses died, he delivered this oral law, or sys- 
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The commandments of God 


A. M. 4032. ‘ 
A.D. 28. do ye also transgress the com 


An. Olymp. mandment of God by your tra- 
CCI. 4 ane 
dition ? 
4 For God commanded, saying, ? Honour 
thy father and mother : and, ° He that curseth 


4 Exod, xx. 12; Lev. xix. 3; Deut. v. 16; Prov. xxiii. 22; 
Eph. vi. 2. 


tem of traditions, to Josuua, and Joshua to the Ex- 
pERs which succeeded him—ruey to the Prophets, 
and the Propuets to each other, till it came to Jerr- 
m1aH, who delivered it to Barucr his scribe, who re- 
peated it to Ezra, who delivered it to the men of the 
great synagogue, the last. of whom was Simon the 
Just. By Simon the Just it was delivered to ANTI- 
conus of Socho; by him to Josn’, the son of Jochanan; 
by him to Josn’, the son of Joezer; by him to Na- 
THAN the Arbelite, and Joshua the son of Perachiah ; 
and by them to Jupau the son of Tabbai, and Simeon, 
the son of Shatah ; and by them to Summarau and As- 
TALION; and by them to Hinten; and by fMillel to 
Simeon his son, the same who took Christ in his arms 
when brought to the temple to be presented to the 
Lord: by Srmmmon it was delivered to Gamanier his 
son, the preceptor of St. Paul, who delivered it to 
Simeon his son, and he to Rad. Jupan Haxxopesu 
his son, who compiled and digested it into the book 
which is called the Misuna; to explain which the two 
Talmuds, called the Jerusalem and Babylonish Tal- 
muds, were compiled, which are also called the Gemara 
or complement, because by these the oral law or Mish- 
neh is fully explained. The Jerusalem Talmud was 
completed about A. D. 300; and the Babylonish Tal- 
mud about the beginning of the sixth century. This 
Talmud was printed at Amsterdam in 12 vols. folio. 
These contain the whole of the traditions of the elders, 
and have so explained, or rather frittered away, the 
words of God, that our Lord might well say, Ye have 
made the word of God of no effect by your traditions. 
In what estimation these are held by the Jews, the 
following examples will prove: “ The words of the 
scribes are lovely beyond the words of the law: for 
the words of the law are weighty and light, but the 
words of the scribes are all weighty.” Hverus. Berac. 
fol. 3. 

“We that shall say, There are no phylacteries, 
though he thus transgress the words of the law, he 
is not guilty; but he that shall say, There are five 
Totaphot, thus adding to the words of the scribes, he 
is guilty.” 

“CA prophet and an elder, to what are they likened? 
To a king sending two of his servants into a province ; 
of one he writes thus: Unless he show you my seal, 
believe him not; for thus it is written of the prophet, 
He shall show thee a sign; but of the elders thus : 
According to the law which they shall teach thee, for 
L will confirm their words.”.—See Prideaux. Con. 
vol. i. p. 465, and Lighifoot’s Hor. Talmud. 

They wash not their hands} On washing of hands, 
before and after meat, the Jews laid great stress: 
they considered eating with unwashed hands to be no 
ordinary crime ; and therefore, to induce men to do 
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ST. MATTHEW 


annulled by Jewish tradition. 


father or mother, let him die the 4,M. 402 
An. Olymp. 
death. an 


5 But ye say, Whosoever shall 
say to fis father or his mother, ‘I¢ ts a gift, 
by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 


e Exod. xxi. 17; Lev. xx. 9; Deut. xxvii. 16; Prov. xx. 20; xxx. 
hie f Mark. vii. 11, 12; Prov. xx. 25; chap. xxiil. 16, 18. 


it, they feigned that an evil spirit, called Shzdia NNIW, 
who sits on the hands by night, has a right to sit on 
the food of him who eats without washing his hands, 
and make it hurtful to him! They consider the 
person who undervalues this rite to be no better than 
a heathen, and consequently excommunicate him.— 
See many examples of this doctrine in Schoettgen and 
Lightfoot. 

Verse 3. Why do ye—transgress the command- 
ment] Ye accuse my disciples of transgressing the 
traditions of the elders—I accuse you of transgress- 


ing the commands of God, and that too in favour of 


your own tradition; thus preferring the inventions of 
men to the positive precepts of God. Pretenders to 
zeal often prefer superstitious usages to the Divine 
law, and human inventions to the positive duties of 
Christianity. 

Verse 4. Honour thy father and mother] This 
word was taken in great latitude of meaning among 
the Jews: it not only meant respect and submission 
but also to take care of a person, to nourish and sup 
port him, to enrich. See Num. xxii. 17; Judg. xii 
17; 1 Tim. v.17. And that this was the sense of 
the law, as it respected parents, see Deut. xxvii. 16 
and see the note on Exod. xx. 12. 

Verse 5. It is a gift] pp korban, Mark vii. 11, 
an offering of approach ; something consecrated to the 
service of God in the temple, by which a man had 
the privilege of approaching his Maker. ‘This con- 
duct was similar to the custom of certain persons who 
bequeath the inheritance of their children to Churches 
or religious uses; either through terror of conscience, 
thus striving to purchase the kingdom of glory; or 
through the persuasion of interested hireling priests. 
It was in this way that, in the days of popish influ- 
ence, the principal lands in the nation had fallen into 
the hands of the Church. In these charters, multi- 
tudes of which have passed through my hands, a com- 
mon form was, pro salute mea, et pro salute anteces- 
sorum meorum, et pro salute successorum meorum, 
et pro salute uxoris mee, &§c., §c., do, et concedo Deo 
et Ecclesia, gc. ‘ For my salvation, and for the 
salvation of my predecessors, and for the salvation 
of my successors, and for the salvation of my wife, 
&e., &c., I give and bequeath to God and his 
Church, éze.” 

Though a world of literature was destroyed, and 
fine buildings ruied, by the suppression of the mo- 
nasteries in England, yet this step, with the Stat. 23 
Hen. VIII. c. 10, together with the Stat. 9 Geo. IT. 
c. 36, were the means of checking an evil that had 
arrived at a pitch of unparalleled magnitude; an evil 
that was supplanting the atonement made by the blood 
of the covenant, and putting death-bed grants of land, 


Ce1i* 


flypocrisy of the Jews reproved. 
A.M. 4082. 6 And honour not his father or his 


An Grae: mother, he shall be free. Thus 
—— have ye made the commandment of 
God of none effect by your tradition. 

7 ® Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy 
of you, saying, 

8 * This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips ; 
but their heart is far from me. 

9 But in vain they do worship me, i teach- 


ing, for doctrines, the commandments of 
men. 


& Mark vii. 6.—— Isa. xxix.13; Ezek. xxxiii. 31. 


: iTsa. 
xxix. 13; @6l. ii. 18-22; Tit. i. 14. 


&c., in the place of Jesus Christ, and throwing the 
whole secular power of the kingdom into the hands 
of the pope and the priests. No wonder then that 
they cried out, when the monasteries were suppressed ! 
It is sacrilege to dedicate that to God which is taken 
away from the necessities of our parents and children; 
and the good that this pretends to will doubtless be 
found in the catalogue of that unnatural man’s crimes, 
in the judgment of the great day, who has thus de- 
prived his own family of its due. To assist our poor 
relatwes, is our first duty; and this is a work infi- 
nitely preferable to all pious legacies and endowments. 

Verse 7. Hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you] In every place where the proper names of the 
Old Testament occur, in the New, the same mode of 
orthography should be followed: I therefore write 
Isaiah with the Hebrew, not Hsaias, with the Greek. 
This prophecy is found chap. xxix. 13. Our blessed 
Lord unmasks these hypocrites; and we may observe 
that, when a hypocrite is found out, he should be ex- 
posed to all; this may lead to his salvation: if he be 
permitted to retain his falsely acquired character, how 
can he escape perdition ! 

Verse 8. Their heart is far from me.] The true 
worship of God consists in the union of the heart to 
him—where this exists not, a particle of the spirit of 
devotion cannot be found. 

This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth] 
This clause, which is taken from Isa. chap. xxix. 13, 
is omitted by several excellent MSS., and by several 
versions and fathers. Erasmus, Mill, Drusius, and 
Bengel, approve of the omission, and Griesbach has 
left it out of the text ; but as I find it in the prophet, 
the place from which it is quoted, I dare not omit it, 
howsoever respectable the above authorities may appear. 

Verse 9. In vain they do worship me, &c.] By the 
traditions of the elders, not only the word of God was 
perverted, but his worship also was greatly corrupted. 
But the Jews were not the only people who have acted 
hus: whole.Christian Churches, as well as sects and par- 
ties, have acted inthe same way. Men must not mould 
the worship of God according to their fancy—it is not 
what they think will do—is proper, innocent, &c., but 
what God himself has prescribed, that he will acknow- 
ledge as his worship. 


CHAP. XV. 


What it is that defiles the soul 


10 9 * And he called the multi- ae ee 

tude, and said unto them, Hear, An. Olymp. 
CCI. 4. 
and understand : — 

11! Not that which goeth into the mouth 
defileth a man; but that which cometh out of 
the mouth, this defileth a man. 

12 Then came his disciples, and said unto 
him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were 
offended, after they heard this saying ? 

13 But he answered and said, ™ Every plant, 
which my heavenly Father hath not planted, 
shall be rooted up. 


Mark vi. 14.— Acts x. 15; Rom. xiv. 14, 17, 20; 1 Tim. 
iv. 4; ‘Tit. i. 15.—— John xv. 2; 1 Cor. iii. 12, &c. 


mandment, yet it profits him nothing. Christ himself 
says it is zm vain. ‘To condemn such, may appear to 
some illiberal; but whatever may be said in behalf of 
sincere heathens, and others who have not had the ad- 
vantages of Divine Revelation, there is no excuse for 
the man who has the Brsup before him. 

Verse 10. Hear and understand] A most important 
command. Hear—make it a point of conscience to 
attend to the ministry of the word. Understand—be 
not satisfied with attending places of public worship 
merely ; see that the teaching be of God, and that you 
lay it to heart. 

Verse 11. Not that which goeth into the mouth de- 
fileth| This is an answer to the carping question of 
the Pharisees, mentioned verse 2, Why do thy disct- 
ples eat with unwashed hands? To which our Lord 
here replies, That what goes into the mouth defiles not 
the man; i. e: that if, in eating with unwashed hands, 
any particles of dust, &c., cleaving to the hands, might 
happen to be taken into the mouth with the food, this 
did not defile, did not constitute a man a sinner ; for it 
is on this alone the question hinges: thy disciples eat 
with unwashed hands ; therefore they are sinners ; for 
they transgress the tradition of the elders, i. e. the 
oral law, which they considered equal in authority to 
the written law; and, indeed, often preferred the for- 
mer to the latter, so as to make it of none effect, 
totally to destroy its nature and design, as we have 
often seen in the preceding notes. 

That which cometh out of the mouth] That is, what 
springs from a corrupt unregenerate heart—a perverse 
will and impure passions—these defile, i. e. make him 
a sinner. 

Verse 12. The Pharisees were offended] None so 
liable to take offence as formalists and hypocrites, when 
you attempt to take away the false props from the one, 
and question the sincerity of the other. Besides, a 
Pharisee must never be suspected of ignorance, for 
they are the men, and wisdom must die with them! 

Verse 13. Every plant] Every plantation. Sol 
render @ureva, and so it is translated in the Itala ver- 
sion which accompanies the Greek text in the Codex 
Beze, omnis plantatio, and so the word is rendered 
by Suidas. This gives a different turn to the text. 


However sincere a.man may | The Pharisees, as a religious body, were now a plan- 


be in a worship of his own invention, or of man’s com- | tation of trees, which God did not plant, water, nor 


I 


. 
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What +t is that 
A. M. 4032. 
A. D. 28. 
An. Olymp. 


14 Let them alone: * they be blind 
leaders of the blind. And if the 
blind lead the blind, both shall fall 
into the ditch. 

15 °Then answered Peter and said unto 
him, Declare unto us this parable. 

16 And Jesus said, » Are ye also yet with- 
out understanding ? 

17 Do not ye yet understand, that 4 whatso- 


ST. MATTHEW. 


defiles the soul. 


a 
ever entereth in at the mouth, goeth 4, M. 43° 


into the belly, and is cast out into An. rag 
the draught ? 

18 But those things which Ty Sh out of 
the mouth come data from the heart ; and they 
defile the man. 

19 *For out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies : 


—° Mark 


> Isa. ix. 16; Mal. ii. 8; chap. xxiii. 16; Luke vi. 39. 
vii. 17.——? Chap. xvi. 9; Mark vii. 18. 


41 Cor. vi. 13,— James ii. 6. 5 Gen. vi. 5; viii. 21; Prov. 
vi. 14; Jer. xvii. 9; Mark vii. Qi. 


own: therefore, they should be rooted up, not left to 
wither and die, but the fellers, and those who root up, 
(the Roman armies,) should come against and destroy 
them, and the Christian Church was to be planted in 
their place. Since the general dispersion of the Jews, 
this sect, I believe, has ceased to exist as a separate 
body, among the descendants of Jacob. The first of 
the apostolical constitutions begins thus: Qcov guteva 
n Kabodikn exkAnota, Kat awTedwov avtov exdextoc. The 
Catholic Church is the plantation of God, and his 
chosen vineyard. 

Verse 14. Let them alone] Adete avrove, give them 
up, or leave them. 'These words have been sadly mis- 
understood. Some have quoted them to prove that 
blind and deceitful teachers should not be pointed out 
to the people, nor the people warned against them ; and 
that men should abide in the communion of a corrupt 
Church, because that Church had once been the Church 
of God, and in it they had been brought up; and to 
prove this they bring Scripture, for, in our present 
translation, the words are rendered, let them alone: 
but the whole connection of the place evidently proves 
that our blessed Lord meant, give them up, have no kind 
of religious connection with them, and the strong reason 
for which he immediately adds, because they are blind 
leaders. This passage does not at all mean that blind 
leaders should not be pointed out to the people, that 
they may avoid being deceived by them; for this our 
Lord does frequently, and warns his disciples, and the 
people in general, against all such false teachers as the 
scribes and Pharisees were ; and though he bids men 
do what they heard those say, while they sat in the chatr 
of Moses, yet he certainly meant no more than that 
they should be observant of the moral law when read 
to them out of the sacred book: yet neither does he 
tell them to do all these false teachers said; for he 
testifies in the 6th verse, that they had put such false 
glosses on the law, that, if followed, would endanger 
the salvation of their souls. The Codex Beze, for 
agere avtove, has agere tovg TvdAove, give up these blind 
men. Amen! A literal attention to these words of 
our Lord produced the Reformation. 

Probably the words may be understood as a sort of 
proverbial expression for—Don’t mind them: pay no 
regard to them.— They are altogether unworthy of 
notice.” 

And if the blind lead the blind] This was so self- 
evident a case that an apter parallel could not be found 
—1f the blind lead the blind, both must fall into the 
ditch Alas, for the blind teachers, who not only de- 
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stroy their own souls, but those also of their flocks! 
Like priest, like people. If the minister be ignorant, 
he cannot teach what he does not know ; and the peo- 
ple cannot become wise unto salvation under such a 
ministry—he is ignorant and wicked, and they are 
profligate. They who even wish such God speed, are 
partakers of their evil deeds. But shall not the poor 
deceived people escape? No: both shall fall into the 
pit of perdition together ; for they should have searched 
the Scriptures, and not trusted to the ignorant sayings 
of corrupt men, no matter of what sect or party. He 
who has the Bible in his hand, or within his reach, and 
can read it, has no excuse. 

Verse 15. Declare unto us this bate ] Is it not 
strange to hear the disciples asking for the explana- 
tion of such a parable as this ! The true knowledge 
of the spirit of the Gospel is a thing more uncommon 
than” we imagine, among the generality of Christians, 
and even of the learned. 

Verse 16. Are ye also yet without understanding ?] 
The word axun, which we translate yet, should be here 
rendered still: Are ye still void of understanding 1— 
and the word is used in this sense by several Greek 
writers. The authorities which have induced me to 
prefer this translation may be seen in Aypke. 

Verse 17. Cast out into the draught] Evc adedpwva, 
4 byS on fondangz ayend. Anglo-Saxon. And beeth 
into the forthgoing a sent—what is not fit for nourish- 
ment is evacuated ; is thrown into the sink. This I be- 
lieve to be the meaning of this difficult and variously 
translated word, a¢edpwv. Diodati translates it pro- 
perly, nella latrina, into the privy. And the Per- 
sian translator has given a good paraphrase, and 
appears to have collected the general meaning 


art Kes 5) OQ) se) yoo 59 x po 


AN S)) (3 3 9 4) her ieche der dehen ander ayeed, 
az nusheeb beeroon rood, we ber zemeen aftad : “* What- 
soever enters into the mouth goes downward, and falls 
upon the ground.” Michaelis, and his annotator, Dr. 
Marsh, have been much perplexed with this perplexing 
passage. See Michaelis’s Introduction, vol. i. note 
35. p. 458. 

Verse 19. Out of the heart] In the heart of an un- 
regenerate man, the principles and seeds of all sin are 
found. And iniquity is always conceived in the heart 
before it be spoken or acted. Is there any hope that a 
man can abstain from outward sin till his heart, that 
abominable fountain of corruption, be thoroughly 
cleansed? J trow not. 

1 


A Canaanitish woman beseeches 


ae 320 These ate the things which 


Ans ig defile a man: but to eat with un- 
— washen hands defileth not a man. 

21 9 * Then Jesus went thence, and departed 
into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 

22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came 
out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, 
saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son 
of David; my daughter is grievously vexed 
with a devil. 

23 But he answered her not a word. 


And 


CHAP. XV. 


Christ for her daughter. 


his disciples came and besought him, 4,™; 4082. 
saying, Send her away; for shecrieth An. Olymp. 
after us. ge cepa 

24 But he answered and said, "I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. ; 

25 Then came she and worshipped him, 
saying, Lord, help me. 

26 But he answered and said, It is not 
meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast 
it to ¥ dogs. 


t Mark vii. 24. 


«Chap. x. 5,6; Acts ili. 25, 26; xiii. 46; 


Evil thoughts] Acadoytopor movnpot, wicked dia- 
logues—for in all evil surmisings the heart holds a 
conversation, or dialogue, with itself. For ¢ovoc, 
murders, two MSS. have ¢@ovor, envyings, and three 
others have both. Envy and murder are nearly allied: 
the former has often led to the latter. 

Blasphemies| I have already observed, chap. ix. 3, 
that the verb SAacgénuew, when applied to men, signifies 
to speak iNsuriousLy of their persons, characters, &c., 
and, when applied to God, it means ¢o speak imPiousLY 
of his nature, works, &c. 

Verse 20. These—defile a man] Our Lord’s argu- 
ment is very plain. What goes into the mouth de- 
scends into the stomach and other intestines; part is 
retained for the nourishment of the body, and part is 
ejected, as being improper to afford nourishment.- No- 
thing of this kind defiles the soul, because it does not 
enter into it; but the evil principles that are in it, pro- 
ducing evil thoughts, murders, &c., these defile the 
soul, because they have their seat and operation in it. 

Verse 21. Departed into the coasts of Tyre and 
Sidon.] Exc ta pepn, towards the coasts or confines. 
It is not clear that our Lord ever left the land of the 
Hebrews; he was, as the apostle observes, Rom. xv. 
8, the minister of the circumcision according to the 
truth of God. Tyre and Sidon are usually joined to- 
gether, principally because they are but a few miles 
distant from each other. 

Verse 22. A woman of Canaan] Matthew gives her 
this name because of the people from*whom she sprung 
—the descendants of Canaan, Judg. i, 31, 32; but 
Mark calls her a Syrophenician, because of the cown- 
try where she dwelt. ‘The Canaanites and Phenicians 
have been often confounded. This is frequently the 
case in the Septuagint. Compare Gen. xlvi. 10, 
with Exod. vi. 15, where the same person is called a 
Phenician in the one place, and a Canaanite in the 
other. See also the same version in Exod. xvi. 35; 
Josh. v. 12. 

The state of this woman is a proper emblem of the 
state of a sinner, deeply conseious of the misery of his 
soul. 

Have mercy on me, &c.] How proper is this prayer 
for a penitent! There are many excellencies contained 
in it; 1. It is short; 2. humble; 3. full of faith; 4. 
fervent; 5. modest; 6. respectful; 7. rational; 8. re- 
lying only on the mercy of God; 9. persevering. Can 
ne who sees himself a slave of the devil, beg with 
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Rom. xv. 8. 


Chap. vii. 6; Phil. iii. 2. 


too much earnestness to be delivered from his 
thraldom ? 

Son of David] An essential character of the true 
Messiah. 

Verse 23. He answered her not a word.| Seemed 
to take time to consider her request, and to give her 
the opportunity of exercising her faith, and manifest- 
mg her fervour. 

Verse 24. I am not sent but unto the lost sheep] 
By the Divine appointment, I am come to preach the 
Gospel to the Jews only. There are certain preach- 
ers who should learn a lesson of important instruction 
from this part of our Lord’s conduct. As soon as they 
hear of a lost sheep being found by other ministers, 
they give all diligence to get that one into their fold; 
but display little earnestness in seeking in the wilder- 
ness for those that are lost. This conduct, perhaps, 
proceeds from a consciousness of their inability to per- 
form the work of an evangelist; and leads them to 
sit down in the labours of others, rather than submit to 
the reproach of presiding over empty chapels. Such 
persons should either dig or beg immediately, as they 
are a reproach to the pastoral office; for, not being 
sent of God, they cannot profit the people. 

The wilderness of this world is sufficiently wide and 
uncultivated. Sinners abound every where ; and there 
is ample room for all truly religious people, who have 
zeal for God, and love for their perishing fellow crea- 
tures, to put forth all their strength, employ all their 
time, and exercise all their talents, in proclaiming the 
Gospel of God; not only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, but to a lost wornp. Nor can such exer- 
tions be unsuccessful. Where the pure truth of God 
is preached, many will be converted. Where that 
truth is preached, though with a mixture of error, some 
will be converted, for God will bless his own truth. 
But where nothing but false doctrine is preached, no 
soul is converted: for God will never sanction error 
by a miracle of his mercy. 

Verse 25. Lord, help me.| Let me also share in 
the deliverance afforded to Israel. 

Verse 26. The children’s bread] The salvation pro- 
vided for the Jews, who were termed the children of 
the kingdom. And cast it to the xvvaptore, little dogs 
—to the curs; such the Gentiles were reputed by the 
Jewish people, and our Lord uses that form of speech 
which was common among his countrymen. What 
terrible repulses! and yet she still perseveres ! 
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Many diseased persons 


27 And she said, Truth, Lord : 
An. Olymp. yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 

COl4 Which fall from their masters’ table. 

28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, 
O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 

-even as thou wilt. And her daughter was 
made whole from that very hour. 

29 4 vw And Jesus departed from thence, and 
came nigh * unto the sea of Galilee; and went 
up into a mountain, and sat down there. 

30 ¥ And great multitudes came unto him, 
having with them those that were lame, blind, 
dumb, maimed, and ee others, and cast 
them down at Jesus’ foe and he healed 
them : 

31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, 


a M. a 
A. D. 2 


W Mark vii. 31. 


x Chap. iv. 18—yIsa. xxxv. 5, 6; chap. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


are healed 


when they saw the dumb to speak, 4,™; 43? 

the maimed to be whole, the lame An. Olymp. 
CCL. 4 

to walk, and the blind to see: and 

they glorified the God of Israel. 

32 4 2 Then Jesus called his disciples wnto 
him, and said, I have compassion on the mul- 
titude, because they continue with me now 
three days, and have nothing to eat: and I 
will not send them away fasting, lest they faint 
in the way. 

33 * And his disciples say unto him, Whence 
should we have so much bread in the wilder- 
ness, as to fill so great a multitude ? 

34 And Jesus saith unto them, How many 
loaves have ye? And they said, Seven, and 
a few little fishes. 


xi. 5; Luke vii. 22. Zz Mark viii. 1. 


22 Kings iv. 43. 


Verse 27. Truth, Lord| Nat, xvpie, Yes, Lord. 
This appears to be not so much an assent, as a bold 
reply to our Lord’s reason for apparently rejecting her 
suit. 

' The little dogs share with the children, for they eat 
the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. I do 
not desire what is provided for these highly favoured 
children, only what they /eave: a single exertion of 
thy almighty power, in the healing of my afflicted 
daughter, is all that I wish for; and this the highly 
favoured Jews can well spare, without lessening the 
provision made for themselves. Is not this the sense 
of this noble woman’s reply ? 

Verse 28. O woman, great is thy faith] The hin- 
derances thrown in this woman’s way only tended to 
increase her faith. Her faith resembles a river, which 
becomes enlarged by the dykes opposed to it, till at 
last it sweeps them entirely away with it. 

Her daughter was made whole| Persevering faith 
and prayer are next to omnipotent. No person can 
thus pray and believe, without receiving all his soul 
requires. This is one of the finest lessons in the 
book of God for a penitent, or for a discouraged be- 
liever. Look to Jesus! As sure as God is in heaven, 
so surely will he hear and answer thee to the eternal 
salvation of thy soul! Be not discouraged at a little 
delay : when thou art properly prepared to receive the 
blessing, then thou shalt have it. Look up; thy sal- 
vation is at hand. Jesus admires this faith, to the 
end that we may admire and imitate it, and may reap 
the same fruits and advantages from it. 

Verse 29. Went up into a mountain] To opoc, THE 
mountain. “ Meaning,” says Wakefield, “some par- 
tacular mountain which he was accustomed to frequent; 
for, whenever it is spoken of at a time when Jesus is 
in Galilee, it is always discriminated by the article. 
Compare chap. iv. 18, with chap. v. 1; and chap. xiii. 
54, with chap. xiv. 23; and xxviii. 16. I suppose it 
was mount Tabor.” 

Verse 30. Those that were—maimed] KvArove. 
Wetstein has fully proved that those who had lost a 
nand, foot, &c., were termed xvAdo. by the Greeks. 
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Kypke has shown, from Hippocrates, that the word 
was also used to signify those who had distorted or’ 
dislocated legs, knees, hands, &c. Mr. Wakefield is 
fully of opinion that it means here those who had lost 
a limb, and brings an incontestable proof from Matt. 
xvili. 8; Mark ix. 43. “If thy hand cause thee to 
offend, cur 1r oFF; it is better for thee to enter into 
life (xvAAov) wiTHouT A Limp, than, having thy Two 
hands, to go away into hell.” What an astonishing 
manifestation of omnific and creative energy must the 
reproduction of a hand, foot, &c., be at the word or 
touch of Jesus! As this was a mere act of creative 
power, like that of multiplying the bread, those who 
allow that the above is the meaning of the word will 
hardly attempt to doubt the proper Divinity of Christ. 
Creation, in any sense of the word, i. e. causing some- 
thing to exist that had no existence before, can belong 
only to God, because it is an effect of an unlimited 
power ; to say that such power could be delegated to 
a person is to say that the person to whom it is dele- 
gated becomes, for the time being, the omnipotent 
God; and that God, who has thus clothed a creature 
with his omnipotence, ceases to be omnipotent himself; 
for there cannot be two omnipotents, nor can the Su- 
preme Being delegate his omnipotence to another, and 
have it at the same time. I confess, then, that this is 
to me an unanswerable argument for the Divinity of 


our blessed Lord. Others may doubt; I can’t help 
believing. 
Verse 31. The multitude wondered] And well they 


might, when they had such proofs of the miraculous 
power and love of God before their eyes. Blessed be 
God! the same miracles are continued in their spiritual 
reference. All the disorders of the soul are still cured 
by the power of Jesus. 

Verse 32. I have compassion, &c.| See a similar 
transaction explained, chap. xiv. 14-22. 

Verse 33. Whence should we have so much bread 
in the wilderness, &c.] Human foresight, even in the 
followers of Christ, is very short. In a thousand in- 
stances, if we supply not its deficiency by faith, we 
shall be always embarrassed, and often miserable. 
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Four thousand men fed with 


AM. 4052, 35 And he commanded the mul- 


An. Olymp. titude to sit down on the ground. 
36 And "he took the seven 
‘eaves and the fishes, and * gave thanks, and 
vrake them, and gave to his disciples, and the 
disciples to the multitude. 

37 And they did all eat, and were filled : and 


» Chap. xiv. 19. 


¢] Sam. ix. 13; Luke xxii. 19. 


This world is a desert, where nothing can be found to 
satisfy the soul of man, but the salvation which Christ 
has procured. 

Verse 37. They did ail eat, and were filled] Exop- 
tacbncav—they were satisfied. The husks of worldly 
pleasures may fill the man, but cannot satisfy the 
soul. A man may eat, and not be satisfied: it is the 
interest therefore of every follower of Christ to follow 
him till he be fed, and to feed on him till he be satisfied. 

Verse 38. Four thousand] Let the poor learn from 
these miracles to trust in God for support. Whatever 
his ordinary providence denies, his miraculous power 
will supply. 

Verse 39. He sent away the multitude] But not 
before he had instructed their souls, and fed and healed 
their bodies. ets 

The coasts of Magdala.| In the parallel place, 
Mark viii. 10, this place is called Dalmanutha. Either 
Magdala was formed by a transposition of letters from 
Dalman, to which the Syriac termination atha had been 
added, or the one of these names refers to the country, 
and the other to a town in that neighbourhood. Jesus 
went into the country, and proceeded till he came to 
the chief town or village in that district. Whitby says, 
“Magdala was a city and territory beyond Jordan, 
on the banks of Gadara. It reached to the bridge 
above Jordan, which joined it to the other side of Gal- 
lilee, and contained within its precincts Dalmanutha.” 
The MSS. and VV. read the name variously—Ma- 
gada, Mageda, Magdala; and the Syriac has Magdu. 
In Mark, Dalmanutha is read by many MSS. Mela- 
gada, Madegada, Magada, Magidan, and Magedam. 
Magdala, variously pronounced, seems to have been 
the place or country ; Dalmanutha, the chief town or 
capital. 


In this chapter a number of interesting and instruc- 
tive particulars are contained. 

1. We see the extreme superstition, envy, and in- 
curable ill nature of the Jews. While totally lost to 
a proper sense of the spirituality of God’s law, they 
are ceremonious in the extreme. They will not eat 
without washing their hands, because this would be a 
transgression of one of the traditions of their elders ; 
but they can harbour the worst tempers and passions, 
and thus break the law of God! The word of man 
weighs more with them than the testimony of Jehovah; 
and yet they pretend the highest respect for their God 
and sacred things, and will let their parents perish for 
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CHAP. XV. . 


seven loaves and a few fishes 


they took up of the broken meat Vee 
that was left, seven baskets full. An. Olymp. 
38 And they that did eat were aa 
four thousand men, beside women 
children. 
39 * And he sent away the multitude, and 
took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala 


and 


‘d Mark viii. 10. 


lack of the necessaries of life, that they may have 
goods to vow to the service of the sanctuary! Pride 
and envy blind the hearts of men, and cause them of- 
ten to act not only the most wicked, but the most 
ridiculous, parts. He who takes the book of God for 
the rule of his faith and practice can never go astray : 
but to the mazes and perplexities produced by the 
traditions of elders, human creeds, and confessions of 
faith, there is no end. ‘These evils existed in the 
Christian as well as in the Jewish Church; but the Re- 
formation, thank God! has liberated us from this 
endless system of uncertainty and absurdity, and the 
Sun of righteousness shines now unclouded! The 
plantation, which God did not plant, in the course of 
his judgments, he has now swept nearly away from the’ 
face of the earth! Babylon is fallen! 

2. We wonder at the dulness of the disciples, when 
we find that they did not fully understand our Lord’s 
meaning, in the very obvious parable about the blind 
leading the blind. But should we not be equally struck 
with their prying, inquisitive temper? They did not 
understand, but they could not rest till they did. They 
knew that their Lord could say nothing that had not 
the most important meaning in it: this meaning, in 
the preceding parable, they had not apprehended, and 
therefore they wished to have it farther explained by 
himself. Do we imitate their docility and eagerness 
to comprehend the truth of Godt Christ presses 
every occurrence into a means of instruction. The 
dulness of the disciples in the present case, has been 
the means of affording us the fullest instruction on a 
point of the utmost importance—the state of a sinful 
heart, and how the thoughts and passions conceived in 
it defile and pollute it; and how necessary it is to have 
the fountain purified, that it may cease to send forth 
those streams of death. 

3. The case of the Canaanitish woman is, in itself, 
a thousand sermons. Her faith—her prayers—her 
perseverance—her success—the honour she received 
from her Lord, &c., &c. How instructively—how 
powerfully do these speak and plead! What a profu- 
sion of light does this single case throw upon the 
manner in which Christ sometimes exercises the faith 
and patience of his followers! They that seek shall 
find, is the great lesson inculcated in this short history : 
God is ever the same. Reader, follow on after God— 
ery, pray, plead—all in Him is for thee !—Thou canst 
not perish, if thou continuest to believe and pray 
The Lord will help tux. 
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The Pharisees and Sadducees 


ST. MATTHEW. 


desire another sign. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


The Pharisees insidiously require our Lord to give them a sign, 1. 
The disciples are cautioned to beware of them and thew destructive doc- 
The different opinions formed by the people of Christ, 13, 14. 
He foretells his sufferings, and reproves Peter, 21-23. Teaches the 


hypocrisy and wickedness, 2—5. 
trine, 6-12. 
our Lord’s discourse on it, 15-20. 


necessity of self-denial, and shows the reasons on which it is founded, 24-26. 
And promises the speedy opening of the glory of his own kingdom on earth, 28. 


ment, 27. 


THE «Pharisees also with the 
Sadducees came, and tempt- 
ing, desired him that he would 


They are severely rebuked for their 
Peter’s confession, and 


Speaks of a future judg- 


b : cin RE tix AUN A. 4032; 
show them a sign from hea Hees 
ven. An. Olymp 

CCL 4 


2 He answered and said unto 


a Chap. xii. 38; Mark viii. 11; Luke xi. 16; xii. 54-56; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVI. 

Verse 1. The Pharisees also with the Sadducees| 
Though a short account of these has been already 
given in anote on chap. iil. 7, yet, as one more detailed 
may be judged necessary, I think it proper to introduce 
it in this place. 

The Pxarisrrs were the most considerable sect 
among the Jews, for they had not only the scribes, 
and all the learned men of the law of their party, but 

they also drew after them the bulk of the people. When 

this sect arose is uncertain. Josephus, Antiq. lib. v. 
c. xiii. s. 9, speaks of them as existing about 144 
years before the Christian era. They had their appel- 
lation of Pharisees, from WD parash, to separate, and 
were probably, in their rise, the most holy people 
among the Jews, having separated themselves from the 
national corruption, with a design to restore and prac- 
tise the pure worship of the Most High. That they 
were greatly degenerated in our Lord’s time is suffi- 
ciently evident; but still we may learn, from their 
external purity and exactness, that their principles in 
the beginning were holy. Our Lord testifies that they 
had cleansed the outside of the cup and the platter, but 
within they were full of abomination. They still kept 
up the outward regulations of the institution, but they 
had utterly lost its spirit; and hypocrisy was the only 
substitute now in their power for that spirit of piety 
which I suppose, and not unreasonably, characterized 
the origin of this sect. 

As to their religious opinions, they still continued to 
credit the being of a God; they received the five 
books of Moses, the writings of the prophets, and the ha- 
giographa. The hagiographa or holy writings, from aytoc 
holy, and ypadw I write, included the twelve following 
books—Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Canticles, Ruth, Lamen- 
tations, Hicclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Chronicles. These, among the Jews, occupied a 
middle place between the Jaw and the prophets, as divinely 
inspired. The Pharisees believed, in a confused way, 
in the resurrection, though they received the Pytha- 
gorean doctrine of the metempsychosis, or transmigra- 
tion of souls. Those, however, who were notoriously 
wicked, they consigned, on their death, immediately 
to hell, without the benefit of transmigration, or the hope 
of future redemption. They held also the predestinarian 
doctrine of necessity, and the government of the world 
by fate; and yet, inconsistently, allowed some degree 
of liberty to the human will. See Prideaux. 
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1 Cor, i. 22. b John vi. 30; chap. xii. 38; John iv. 48. 


The Sappucezs had their origin and name from one 
Sadoc, a disciple of Antigonus of Socho, president of 
the Sanhedrin, and teacher of the /aw in one of the 
great divinity schools in Jerusalem, about 264 years 
before the incarnation. 

This Antigonus having often in his lectures informed 
his scholars, that they should not serve God through 
expectation of a reward, but through love and filial 
reverence only, Sadoc inferred from this teaching that 
there were neither rewards nor punishments after this 
life, and, by consequence, that there was no resurrection 
of the dead, nor angel, nor spirit, in the invisible world ; 
and that man is to be rewarded or punished here for 
the good or evil he does. 

They received only the five books of Moses, and 
rejected all unwritten traditions. From every account 
we have of this sect, it plainly appears they were a 
kind of mongrel deists, and professed materialists. 
See Prideaux, and the authors he quotes, Connex. vol. 
ul. p. 95,and 471, &c., and see the note on chap. iii. 7. 

In chap. xxii. 16, we shall meet with a third sect, 
called Heropians, of whom a few words may be spoken 
here. It is allowed on all hands that these did not 
exist before the time of Herod the Great, who died 
only three years after the incarnation of our Lord. 
What the opinions of these were is not agreed among 
the learned. Many of the primitive fathers believed 
that their distinguishing doctrine was, that they held 
Herod to be the Messiah; but it is not likely that 
such an opinion could prevail in our Saviour’s time, 
thirty years after Herod’s death, when not one cha- 
racteristic of Messiahship had appeared in him during 
his life. Others suppose that they were Herod’s cour- 
tiers, who flattered the passions of their master, and, 
being endowed with a convenient conscience, changed 
with the tzmes; but, as Herod was now dead upwards 
of thirty years, such a sect could not exist in refer- 
ence to him; and yet all allow that they derived their 
origin from Herod the Great. 

Our Lord says, Mark viii. 3, that they had the 
leaven of Herod, i. e. a bad doctrine, which they re- 
ceived from him. What this was may be easily dis- 
covered: 1. Herod subjected himself and his people 
to the dominion of the Romans, in opposition to that 
law, Deut. xvii. 15, Thou shalt not set a king over 
thee—which is not thy brother, i. e. one out of the 
twelve tribes. 2. He built temples, set up images, 
and joined in heathenish worship, though he professed 


ad 
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They could discern the signs CHAP. XVI. of fair and foul weather. 

AM. 4032. them, When it is evening, ye say,|Jonas. And he left them, and de- Sy ea 

An Gree. ° It will be fair weather: for the | parted. An. Olymp 
1 4. 


sky is red. 

3 And in the morning, It will be foul wea- 
ther to-day: for the sky is red and lowering. 
10 ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of 
the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of 
the times ? 

4 ° Awicked and adulterous generation seek- 
eth after a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given unto it, but the sign of the prophet 


¢ Luke xii. 54, 55.—4 Luke xii. 56.——e Chap. xii. 39. 


the Jewish religion; and this was in opposition to all 
the law and the prophets. From this we may learn 
that the Herodzans were such as, first, held it lawful 
to transfer the Divine government to a heathen ruler ; 
and, secondly, to conform occasionally to heathenish 
rites in their religious worship. In short, they appear 
to have been persons who trimmed between God and 
the world—who endeavoured to reconcile his service 
with that of mammon—and who were religious just as 
far as it tended to secure their secular interests. It 
is probable that this sect was at last so blended with, 
that it became lost in, the sect of the Sadducees; for 
the persons who are called Herodians, Mark viii. 15, 
are styled Sadducces in ver. 6 of this chapter. See 
Prideaux, Con. vol. il. p. 516, &ce., and Josephus, 
Antiq. B. xv. ¢. viii. s. i. and x. s. iii. But it is very 
likely that the Herodians, mentioned c. xxi. 10, were 
courtiers or servants of Herod king of Galilee. See 
the note there. 

Show them a sign] These sects, however opposed 
among themselves, most cordially unite in their oppo- 
sition to Christ and his trith. That the kingdom of 
Satan may not fall, all his subjects must fight against 
the doctrine and maxims of the kingdom of Christ. 

Tempting—him] Feigning a desire to have his 
doctrine fully proved to them, that they might credit 
it, and become his disciples; but having no other de- 
sign than to betray and ruin him. 

Verse 2. When it is evening] There are certain 
signs of fair and foul weather, which ye are in the con- 
stant habit of observing, and which do not fail—The 
signs of the times: the doctrine which I preach, and 
the miracles which I work among you, are as sure 
signs that the day-spring from on high has visited you 
for your salvation; but if ye refuse to hear, and con- 
tinue in darkness, the red and gloomy cloud of vindic- 
tive justice shall pour out such a storm of wrath upon 
you as shall sweep you from the face of the earth. 

Verse 3. The sky is red and lowering.] The signs 
of fair and foul weather were observed in a similar 
manner among the Romans, and indeed among most 
other people. Many treatises have been written on 
the subject: thus a poet :— 


Ceruleus pluviam denunciant, 1géNEUS euros. 

Sin MacUL# incipient RUTILO immiscerier IGNI, 

Omnia tunc pariter VeNTO NIMBISQUE Videbis 

Fervere. Vire. Geor. i. 1. 453. 
1 


5 4 And ‘ when his disciples were 
come to the other side, they had foxgoiien, to 
take bread. 

6 Then Jesus said unto them, % Take heed 
and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
of the Sadducees. 

7 And they reasoned among themselves, say- 
ing, It is because we have taken no bread. 

8 Which, when Jesus perceived, he said un- 


f Mark vill. 14.——8 Luke xii, 1. 


“Tf fiery red his glowing globe descends, 
High winds and furious tempests he portends : 
But if his cheeks are swoll’n with livid blue, 
He bodes wet weather, by his watery hue ; 
If dusky spots are varied on his brow, 
And streak’d with red a troubled colour show, 
That sullen miaxtwre shall at once declare, 
Wind, rain, and storms, and elemental war.” ° 
Dryben, 


Verse 4. Wicked and adulterous generation] The 
Jewish people are represented in the Sacred Writings 
as married to the Most High; but, like a disloyal 
wife, forsaking their true husband, and uniting them- 
selves to Satan and sin. Seeketh after a sign, onuetov 
extlytel, seeketh sign upon sign, or, still another sign. 
Our blessed Lord had already wrought miracles suffi- 
cient to demonstrate both his Divine mission and his 
divinity; only one was farther necessary to take away 
the scandal of his cross and death, to fulfil the Serip- 
tures, and te establish the Christian religion; and that 
was, his resurrection from the dead, which, he here 
states, was typified in the case of Jonah. 

Verse 5. Come to the other side] Viz. the coast of 
Bethsaida, by which our Lord passed, going to Ce- 
sarea, for he was now on his journey thither. See 
ver. 13, and Mark viii. 22, 27. a 

Verse 6. Beware of the leaven| What the leaven 
of Pharisees and Sadducees was has been already ex- 
plained, see ver. 1. Bad doctrines act in the soul as _ 
leaven does in meal; they assimilate the whole spirit 
to their own nature. A man’s particular creed has a 
greater influence on his tempers and conduct than most 
are aware of. Pride, hypocrisy, and worldly-minded- 
ness, which constituted the leaven of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, ruin the major part of the world. 

Verse 7. They reasoned] For,as Lightfoot observes, 
the term Jeaven was very rarely used among the Jews 
to signify doctrine, and therefore the disciples did not 
immediately apprehend his meaning. In what a 
lamentable state of blindness is the human mind! 
Bodily wants are perceived with the utmost readiness, 
and a supply is sought with all speed. But the ne- 
cessities of the soul are rarely discovered, though they 
are more pressing than those of the body, and the sup- 
ply of them of infinitely more importance. 

Verse 8. When Jesus perceived, he said] Avtote, 
unto them, is wanting in BpKLMs, and twenty others ; 

169 


Leaven of the scribes and Pharisees. ST. MATTHEW. 


AM. #32. to them, O ye of little faith, why 
An. Olymp. reason ye among yourselves, be- 
Cor * cause ye have brought no bread ? 

9 » Do ye not yet understand, neither remem- 
ber the five loaves of the five thousand, and 

how many baskets ye took up ? 

10 ‘ Neither the seven loaves of the four 
thousand, and how many baskets ye took up 2 

11 Howis it that ye do not understand that 
I spake it not to you concerning bread, that 
ye should beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees and of the Sadducees ? 

12 Then understood they how that he bade 
them not beware of the leaven of bread, but 


h Chap. xiv. 17; John vi. 9.——i Chap. xv. 34———* Mark vii. 
27; Luke ix. 18.—!Chap. xiv. 2; Luke ix. 7, 8, 9. 


one of the Syriac, the Armenian, Ethiopic, Vulgate, 
and most of the Itala; also in Origen, Theophylact, 
and Lucifer Calaritanus. Mill approves of the omis- 
sion, and Griesbach has left it out of the text. 

O ye of little faith] There are degrees in faith, as 
well as in the other graces of the Spirit. Little faith 
may be the seed of great faith, and therefore is not 
to be despised. But many who should be strong in 
faith have but a small measure of it, because they 
either give way to sin, or are not careful to improve 
what God has already given, 

Verses 9 and 10. Do ye not yet understand—the 
five loaves—neither the seven}—See the notes on 
chap. xiv. 14, &c. How astonishing is it that these 
men should have any fear of lacking bread, after hay- 
ing seen the two miracles which our blessed Lord 
alludes to above! Though men quickly perceive their 
bodily wants, and are querulous enough till they get 
them supplied, yet they as quickly forget the mercy 
which they had received ; and thus God gets few re- 
turns of gratitude for his kindnesses. T’o make men, 
therefore, deeply sensible of his favours, he is induced 
to suffer them often to be in want, and then to supply 
them in such a way as to prove that their supply has 
come immediately from the hand of their bountiful 
Father. : 

Verse 11. How is it that ye do not understand] 
We are not deficient in spiritual knowledge, because 
we have not had sufficient opportunities of acquainting 
ourselves with God; but because we did not improve 
the advantages we had. How deep and ruinous must 
our ignorance be, if God did not give line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little and there a little! 
They now perceived that he warned them against the 
superstition of the Pharisees, which produced hypo- 
crisy, pride, envy, &c., and the false doctrine of the 
Sadducees, which denied the existence of a spiritual 
world, the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of 
the body, and the providence of God. 

Verse 13. Caesarea Philippi] A city, in the tribe 
of Naphtali, near to Mount Libanus, in the province of 
Iturea. Its ancient name was Dan, Gen. xiy. 14; 
afterwards it was called Lais, Judg. xviii. 7. But 
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of the doctrine of the Pharisees and bt aa 
of the Sadducees. 

13 9 When Jesus came into the 
coasts of Czsarea Philippi, he asked his dis- 
ciples, saying, * Whom do men say tate t 
the Son of man, am ? 

14 And they said, !Some say that thou art 
John the Baptist; some Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. ; 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye 
that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, 
™ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, 


m Chap. xiv. 33; Mark viii. 29; Luke ix. 20; John vi. 69; xi. 27; 
Acts viii. 37; ix. 20; 1 John iv. 15; v. 5; Heb. 1. 2, 5. 


Philip the tetrarch, having rebuilt and beautified it, 
gave it the name of Cesarea, in honour of Tiberius 
Cesar, the reigning emperor: but to distinguish it 
from another Cesarea, which was on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea, and to perpetuate the fame of him 
who rebuilt it, it was called Cesarea Philippi, or 
Cesarea of Philip. 

When Jesus came| EdOuv de 0 Incove—when Jesus 
was coming. Not, when Jesus came, or was come, for 
Mark expressly mentions that it happened ev r7 oda, 
in the way to Caesarea Philippi, chap. viii. 27, and he 
is Matthew’s best interpreter.—W AKEFIELD. 

Whom do men say| Ue asked his disciples this 
question, not because he was ignorant what the people 
thought and spoke of him; but to have the opportu- 
nity, in getting an express declaration of their faith 
from themselves, to confirm and strengthen them in it: 
but see on Luke ix. 20. Some, John the Baptist, &c. 
By this and other passages we learn, that the Phari- 
saic doctrine of the Metempsychosis, or transmigration 
of souls, was pretty general; for it was upon this 
ground that they believed that the soul of the Baptist, 
or of Eliyah, Jeremrah, or some of the prophets, had 
come to a new life in the body of Jesus. 

Verse 16. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.| Every word here is emphatic—a most concise, 
and yet comprehensive, confession of faith.” 

The Christ, or Messiah, points out his divinity, and 
shows his office ; the Son—designates his person: on 
this account it is that both are joined together so fre- 
quently in the new covenant. Of the living God— 
Tov Ocov, Tov Cwrtoe, literally, of God the Living One. 
The C. Beze has for Tou (wvto¢ the Living One, Tov 
cwtovtoc, the Saviour, and the Cant. Dei Salvatoris, 
of God the Saviour. 

Living—a character applied to the Supreme Being, 
not only to distinguish him from the dead idols of pa- 
ganism, but also to point him out as the source of life, 
present, spiritual, and eternal. Probably there is an 
allusion here to the great name M11 Yeve, or Yehovah, 
which properly signifies being or existence. 

Verse 17. Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona] Or 
Simon, son of Jonah; 80 Bar-jonah should be trans 
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A. 482? Blessed. art thou, Simon Bar-jona : 
Gormmp: "for flesh and blood hath not re- 


——_. 


vealed 2t unto thee, but ° my Father 
which is in heaven. 


18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art 
a Eph. ii. 8. 


od Cor. in10;- Gal.i6; 
4 Eph. ii. 20; Rev. xxi, 14. 


P John i. 42, 


lated, and so it is rendered by our Lord, John i. 43. 
Flesh and blood--i. e. MAN ;-—no human being hath 
revealed this ; and though the text is literal endubhy, 
yet every body should know that this is a Hebrew pe- 
riphrasis for man; and the literal translation of it here, 
and in Gal. i. 16, has misled thousands, who suppose 
that flesh and blood signify carnal reason, as it is term- 
ed, or the unregenerate principle in man. Is it not 
evident, from our Lord’s observation, that it requires 
an express revelation of God in a man’s soul, to give 
him a saving acquaintance with Jesus Christ ; and that 
not even the miracles of our Lord, wrought before the 
eyes, will effect this? The darkness must be removy- 
ed from the heart by the Holy Spirit, before a man 
can become wise unto salvation. 

Verse 18. Thou art Peter] This was the same as 
if he had said, I acknowledge thee for one of my dis- 
ciples—for this name was given him by our Lord 
when he first called him to the apostleship. See 
John i. 42. 

Peter, metpoc, signifies a stone, or fragment of a 
rock; and our Lord, whose constant custom it was to 
rise to heavenly things through the medium of earthly, 
takes occasion from the name, the metaphorical mean- 
ing of which was strength and stability, to point out 
the solidity of the confession, and the stability of that 
cause which should be founded on THe Curist, the 
Son of the Livinc Gop. See the notes at the end of 
Luke ix. 

Upon this very rock, ext tavrn ty metpa—this true 
confession of thine—that I am THe Messtau, that am 
come to reveal and communicate Tue Livine Gop, that 
the dead, lost world may be saved—upon this very 
rock, myself, thus confessed (alluding probably to Psa. 
exvili. 22, The Stone which the builders rejected is 
become the Heav-stone of the Corner: and to Isa. 
xxviii. 16, Behold I lay a Stone in Zion for a Foun- 
pATIon)—will I build my Church, pov tyv exxAnocar, 
my assembly, or congregation, i. e. of persons who are 
made partakers of this precious faith. That Peter is 
not designed in our Lord’s words must be evident to 
all who are not blinded by prejudice. Peter was only 
one of the builders in this sacred edifice, Eph. i. 20, 
who himself tells us, (with the rest of the believers,) 
was built on this living foundation stone: 1 Pet. ii. 
4, 5; therefore Jesus Christ did not say, on thee, Pe- 
ter, will I build my Church, but changes immediately 
the expression, and says, upon that very rock, ext tavty 
t™7 metpa, to show that he neither addressed Peter, nor 
any other of the apostles. So, the supremacy of 
Peter, and the infallibility of the Church of Rome, must 
be sought in some other scripture, for they certainly 
are not to be found in this. On the meaning of the 
word Church, see at the conclusion of this chapter. 

The gates of hell, rvi.at Adov,i. e, the machinations 
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on this confession 
Pe er q A.M. 4032. 
ter, and ¢upon this rock I will 4, M403 


build my Church; and * the gates of An. Olymp. 
hell shall not prevail against it. Ee 

19 * And I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 


Job xxxvili. 17; Psa. ix. 13; evii. 18; Isa. xxxviil. 10. 
+ ®Chap. xviii. 18; John xx. 23. 


and powers of the invisible world. In ancient times 
the gates of fortified cities were used to hold councils 
in, and were usually places of great strength. Our 
Lord’s expression means, that neither the plots, stra- 
tagems, nor strength of Satan and his angels, should 
ever so far prevail as to destroy the sacred truths in 
the above confession. Sometimes the gates are taken 
for the troops which issue out from them: we may 
firmly believe, that though hell should open her gates, 
and vomit out her devil and all his angels, to fight 
against Christ and his saints, ruin and discomfiture 
must be the consequence on their part; as the arm of 
the Omnipotent masé prevail. 

Verse 19. The keys of the kingdom] By the 
kingdom of heaven, we may consider the true Church, 
that house of God, to be meant ; and by the keys, the 
power of admitting into that house, or of preventing 
any improper person from coming in. In other words, 
the doctrine of salvation, and the full declaration of 
the way in which God will save sinners; and who 
they are that shall be finally excluded from heaven ; 
and on what account. When the Jews made a mana 
doctor of the law, they put into his hand the key of 
the closet in the temple where the sacred books were 
kept, and also tablets to write upon; signifying, by 
this, that they gave him authority to teach, and to 
explain the Scriptures to the people-—Martin. This 
prophetic declaration of our Lord was literally fulfilled 
to Peter, as he was made the first instrument of open- 
ing, i. e. preaching the doctrines of the kingdom of 
heaven to the Jews, Acts ii. 41; and to the Genizles, 
Acts x. 44-47; xi. 13, xv. 7. 

Whatsoever Hou shal bind on earth] ‘This mode 
of expression was frequent among the Jews: they 
considered that every thing that was done upon earth, 
according to the order of God, was at the same time 
done in heaven: hence they were accustomed to say, 
that when the priest, on the day of atonement, offered 
the two goats upon earth, the same were offered in 
heaven. As one goat therefore is permitted to escape 
on earth, one is permitted to escape in heaven; and 
when the priests cast the lots on earth, the priest also 
casts the lots in heaven. See Sohar. Lev. fol. 26; 
and see Lightfoot and Schoettgen. ‘These words 
will receive considerable light from Lev. xiii. 3, 23; 
The priest shall look upon him (the leper) and pro- 
nounce him unclean. Heb. 1n& N10) vetimé otho, he 
shall pollute him, i. e. skall declare him polluted, from 
the evidences mentioned before. And in ver. 23; 
The priest shall pronounce him clean, {N37 1970) 
vetiharo hacohen, the priest shall cleanse him, i. e. de- 
clare he is clean, from the evidences mentioned in the 
verse. In the one case the priest declared the person 
infected with the leprosy, and unfit for civil society ; 
and, in the other, that the suspected person was clean; 

171 


The disciples charged not to 


A.M. 4032. shalt bind on earth, shall be bound 
An, Olymp in heaven: and whatsoever thou 


_LEl* shalt loose on earth, shall be loosed 
in heaven. 


t Chap. xvii. 9; Mark viii. 30; Luke ix. 21; 
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tell that he was the Christ. 


20 * Then charged he his disci- 4,M; 40% 

ples that they should tell no An. Olymp 
man that he was Jesus the = 
Christ. 


John xi. 27; 1 Cor. ii. 8; chap. viii. 4; ix. 30. 


and might safely associate with his fellow8 in civil or 
religious assemblies. The disciples of our Lord, 
from having the keys, i. e. the true knowledge of the 
doctrine of the kingdom of heaven, should be able at 
all times to distinguish between the clean and the un- 
clean, and pronounce infallible judgment; and this 
binding and loosing, or pronouncing fit or unfit for fel- 
lowship with the members of Christ, being always ac- 
cording to the doctrine of the Gospel of God, should 
be considered as proceeding immediately from heaven, 
and consequently as Dwinely ratified. 

That binding and loosing were terms in frequent 
use among the Jews, and that they meant didding and 
forbidding, granting and refusing, declaring lawful or 
unlawful, &c., Dr. Lightfoot, after having given nu- 
merous instances, thus concludes :— 

“To these may be added, if need were, the frequent 
(shall I say *) or infinite use of the phrases, 411) W108 
bound and loosed, which we meet with thousands of 
times over. But from these allegations the reader 
sees, abundantly enough, both the frequency and the 
common use of this phrase, and the sense of it also; 
namely, first, that it is used in doctrine, and in judg- 
ments, concerning things allowed or not allowed in the 
law. Secondly, that to dind is the same with, to for- 
bid, or to declare forbidden. 'To think that Christ, 
when he used the common phrase, was not understood 
by his hearers in the common and vulgar sense, shall 
Leall it a matter of laughter, or of madness ? 

To this, therefore, do these words amount: When 
the time was come wherein the Mosaic law, as to 
some part of it, was to be abolished, and left off, and, 
as to another part of it, was to be continued and to 
last for ever, he granted Peter here, and to the rest of 
the apostles, chap. xviii. 18, a power to abolish or 
confirm what they thought good, and as they thought 
good ; being taught this, and led by the Holy Spirit : 
as if he should say, Whatsoever ye shall dnd in the 
law of Mosss, that is, forbid, it shall be forbidden, the 
Divine authority confirming it; and whatsoever ye 
shall loose, that is, permit, or shall teach that it is per- 
mitted and lawful, shall be lawful and permitted. 
Hence they bownd, that is forbade, circumcision to the 
believers ; eating of things offered to idols, of things 
strangled, and of blood, for a time, to the Gentiles; 
and that which they bound on earth was confirmed in 
heaven. They loosed, that is, allowed purification to 
Paul, and to four other brethren, for the shunning of 
scandal; Acts xxi. 24: and, in a word, by these 
words of Christ it was committed to them, the Holy 
Spirit directing, that they should make decrees con- 
cerning religion, as to the use or rejection of Mosaic 
rites and judgments, and that either for a time, or 
for ever. 

“Let the words be applied by way of paraphrase 
to the matter that was transacted at present with 
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Peter : ‘I am about to build a Gentile Church,’ saith 
Christ, ‘and to thee, O Peter, do I give the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, that thou mayest first open the” 
door of faith to them ; but if thou askest by what rule 
that Church is to be governed, when the Mosaic rule 
may seem so improper for it, thou shalt be so guided 
by the Holy Spirit, that whatsoever of the law of 
Moses thou shalt forbid them shall be forbidden ; what- 
soever thou grantest them shall be granted; and that 
under a sanction made in heaven.’ Hence, in that 
instant, when he should use his keys, that is, when he 
was now ready to open the gate of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles, Acts x., he was taught from heaven that the 
consorting of the Jew with the Gentile, which before 
had been bound, was now loosed; and the eating of 
any creature convenient for food was now loosed, 
which before had been downd; and he in like manner 
looses both these. 

“Those words of our Saviour, John xx. 23, Whose 
sins ye remit, they are remitted to them, for the most 
part are forced to the same sense with these before us, 
when they carry quite another sense. Here the busi- 
ness is of doctrine only, not of persons; there of per- 
sons, not of doctrine. Here of things lawful or un- 
lawful in religion, to be determined by the apostles ; 
there of persons obstinate or not obstinate, to be pun- 
ished by them, or not to be punished. 

“ As to doctrine, the apostles were doubly instruct- 
ed. 1. So long sitting at the feet of their Master, 
they had imbibed the evangelical doctrine. 

“2. The Holy Spirit directing them, they were to 
determine concerning the legal doctrine and practice, 
being completely instructed and enabled in both by 
the Holy Spirit descending upon them. As to the 
persons, they were endowed with a peculiar gift, so - 
that, the same Spirit directing them, if they would re- 
tain and punish the sins of any, a power was delivered 
into their hands of delivering to Satan, of punishing 
with diseases, plagues, yea, death itself, which Peter 
did to Ananias and Sapphira; Paul to Elymas, Hy- 
meneus, and Philetus, &c.” 

After all these evidences and proofs of the proper 
use of these terms, to attempt to press the words into 
the service long assigned them by the Church of Rome, 
would, to use the words of Dr. Lightfoot, be “a mat- 
ter of laughter or of madness.” No Church can use 
them in the sense thus imposed upon them, which was 
done merely to serve secular ends; and least of all can 
that very Church that thus abuses them. 

Verse 20. Then charged he his disciples] Avececdaro, 
he strictly charged them. Some very good MSS. have 
erretinoer, he severely charged—comminatus est,—he 
threatened. ‘These are the readings of the Cod, Beze, 
both in'the Greek and Latin. 

The Christ.) The common text has Jesus the 
Christ ; but the word Jesus is omitted by fifty-four 
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pera 21 J From that time forth began 


a Cren. Jesus “to show unto his disciples, 

—— how that he must go unto Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things of the elders, and chief 

priests, and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised again the third day. 

22 Then Peter took him, and began to re- 

buke him, saying, vy Be it far from thee, 
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passion and death 


Lord: this shall not be unto ye 
thee. An. Olymp. 
23 But he tured, and said unto fe 
Peter, Get thee behind me, “ Satan : * thou art 
an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

24 4 ¥ Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 
If any man will come after me, let him deny 


«Chap. xx. 17; Mark viii. 31; ix.31; x.33; Luke ix. 22; xviii. 
315 xxiv6), 7. Y Gr. Pity thyself—v” See 2 Sam. xix. 22. 


MSS., some of which are not only of the greatest au- 
thority, but also of the greatest antiquity. It is omit- 
ted also by the Syriac, later Persic, later Arabic, Sla- 
vonic, six copies of the Jtala, and several of the fa- 
thers. The most eminent critics approve of this omis- 
sion, and Griesbach has left it out of the text in both 
his editions. I believe the insertion of it here to be 
wholly superfluous and improper; for the question is, 
Who is this Jesus? Peter answers, He is, 6 Xpicoe, 
the Messiah. The word Jesus is obviously improper. 
What our Lord says here refers to Peter’s testimony 
in ver. 16: Thou art the Christ—Jesus here says, 
Tell no man that J am the Christ, i. e. the Mrssiau ; 
as the time for his full manifestation was not yet come ; 
and he was not willing to provoke the Jewish malice, 
or the Roman envy, by permitting his disciples to an- 
nounce him as the Saviour of a lost world. He chose 
rather to wait, till his resurrection and ascension had 
set this truth in the clearest light, and beyond the 
power of successful contradiction. 

Verse 21. From that time forth began Jesus, &c.] 
Before this time our Lord had only spoken of his death 
in a vague and obscure manner, see chap. xii. 40, be- 
cause he would not afflict his disciples with this mat- 
ter sooner than necessity required; but now, as the 
time of his crucifixion drew nigh, he spoke of his suf- 
ferings and death in the most express and clear terms. 
Three sorts of persons, our Lord intimates, should be 
the cause of his death and passion: the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes. Pious Quesnel takes 
occasion to observe from this, that Christ is generally 
persecuted by these three descriptions of men: rich 
men, who have their portion in this life ; ambitious and 
covetous ecclesiastics, who seek their portion in this 
life ; and conceited scholars, who set up their wisdom 
against the.wisdom of God, being more intent on criti- 
cising words than in providing for the salvation of their 
souls. The spirit of Christianity always enables a man 
to bear the ills of life with patience ; to receive death 
with joy; and to expect, by faith, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life of the world to come. 

Verse 22. Then Peter took him] UpocAaBopevoc— 
took him up—suddenly interrupted him, as it were 
calling him to order—see Wakefield. Some versions 
give pocAaGouevoc the sense of calling him aside. 
The word signifies also to receive in a friendly manner 
—to embrace; but Mr. W.’s translation agrees better 
with the scope of the place. A man like Peter, who 
is of an impetuous spirit, and decides without conside- 
ration upon every subject, must of necessity be often 
in the wrong. 
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Re it far from thee, Lord] JWnewc cot Kupie. Be 
merciful to thyself, Lord: see the margin. So I think 
the original should be rendered. Peter knew that 
Christ had power sufficient to preserve himself from 
all the power and malice of the Jews; and wished him 
to exert that in his own behalf which he had often ex- 
erted in the behalf of others. Some critics of great 
note think the expression elliptical, and that the word 
Ococ, God, is necessarily understood, as if Peter had 
said, God be merciful to thee! but I think the margi- 
nal reading is the sense of the passage. The French, 
Italian, and Spanish, render it the same way. Blind 
and ignorant man is ever finding fault with the con- 
duct of God. Human reason cannot comprehend the 
incarnation of the Almighty’s fellow, (Zech. xiii. 7,) 
nor reconcile the belief of his divinity with his suffer- 
ings and death. How many Peters are there now in 
the world, who are in effect saying, This cannot be done 
unto thee—thou didst not give thy life for the sin of 
the world—it would be injustice to cause the innocent 
to suffer thus for the guilty. But what saith God? 
His soul shall be made an offering for sin—he shall 
taste death for every man—the iniquities of us all were 
laid upon him. Glorious truth! May the God who 
published it have eternal praises ! 

Verse 23. Get thee behind me, Satan] Yraye oricw 
pov catava. Get behind me, thou adversary. This is 
the proper translation of the Hebrew word tyw Satan, 
from which the Greek word is taken. Our blessed 
Lord certainly never designed that men should believe 
he called Peter, previz, because he, through erring 
affection, had wished him to avoid that death which 
he predicted to himself. This translation, which is 
literal, takes away that harshness which before ap- 
peared in our Lord’s words. 

Thou art an offence unto me] ZKavdahov pov ei— 
Thou art a stumbling-block in my way, to impede me 
in the accomplishment of the great design. 

Thou savourest not] That is, dost not relish, ov 
dpoverc, or, thou dost not wnderstand or discern the 
things of God—thou art wholly taken up with the vain 
thought that my kingdom is of this world. He who . 
opposes the doctrine of the atonement is an adversary 
and offence to Christ, though he be as sincere in his 
profession as Peter himself was. Let us beware of 
false friendships. Carnal relatives, when listened to, 
may prove the ruin of those whom, through their mis- 
taken tenderness, they wish to save. When a man is 
intent on saving his own soul, his adversaries are often 
those of his own household. 

Verse 24. Will come after me] i. e. to be my dis 
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25 For % whosoever will save his 
life, shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake, shall find it. 

26 For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
* what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ? 
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ciple. This discourse was intended to show Peter and 
the rest of the disciples the nature of his kingdom ; and 
that the honour that cometh from the world was not to 
be expected by those who followed Christ. 

The principles of the Christian life are: First. To 
have a sincere desire to belong to Christ—Jf any man 
be wituine to be my disciple, &c. Secondly. To re- 
nounce self-dependence, and selfish pursuits—Let ham 
deny uimseLr. Thirdly. To embrace the condition 
which God has appointed, and bear the troubles and 
difficulties he may meet with in walking the Christian 
road—Let him take up wis cross. Fourthly. To imi- 
tate Jesus, and do and suffer all in his spirit—Let him 
FOLLOW ME. " 

Let him deny himself] Axapynoacbw may well be 
interpreted, Let him deny, or renounce, himself fully— 
in all respects—perseveringly. It is a compounded 
word, and the preposition exo abundantly increases 
the meaning. A follower of Christ will need to ob- 
serve it in its utmost latitude of meaning, in order to 
be happy here, and glorious hereafter. A man’s self 
is to him the prime cause of most of his miseries. See 
the note on Mark viii. 34. 

Verse 25. For whosoever will save his life] That is, 
shall wish to save his life—at the expense of his con- 
science, and casting aside the cross, he shall lose it— 
the very evil he wishes to avoid shall overtake him; 
and he shall lose his soul into the bargain. See then 
how necessary it is to renounce one’s self! But what- 
soever a man loses in this world, for his steady attach- 
ment to Christ and his cause, he shall have amply 
made up to him in the eternal world. 

Verse 26. Lose his own soul] Or, lose his life, tnv 
wuynv avrov. On what authority many have translated 
the word yvyy, in the 25th verse, life, and in this 
verse, soul, I know not, but am certain it means life 
in both places. Ifa man should gain the whole world, 
its riches, honours, and pleasures, and lose his life, 
what would all these profit him, seeing they can only 
be enjoyed during fe? But if the words be applied 
to the soul, they show the difficulty—the necessity— 
‘and importance of salvation. 'The world, the devil, 
and a man’s own heart are opposed to his salvation ; 
therefore it is difficult. The soul was made for God, 
and can never be united to him, nor be happy, till 
saved from sin: therefore it is necessary. He who is 
saved from his sin, and united to God, possesses the 
utmost felicity that the human soul can enjoy, either 
in this or the coming world: therefore, this salvation 
is zmportant. See also the note on Luke ix. 25. 
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¢ with his angels; ¢ and then he 

shall reward every man according to his works. 
28 Verily I say unto you, ° There be some 

standing here, which shall not taste of death, — 

till they see the Son of man comimg in his 

kingdom. 


4 Job xxxiv. 11; Psa. lxii. 12; Prov. xxiv. 12; Jer. xvii. 10; 
xxxiil. 19; Rom. i. 6; 1 Cor. ii. 8; 2 Cor. v.10; 1 Pet. i. 17; 
Rey. ii. 23; xxii. 12. e Mark ix. }; Luke ix. 23. 


Verse 27. For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father] This seems to refer to Dan. vii. 
13, 14. ‘“ Behold, one like the Son of man came— 
to the Ancient of Days—and there was given him do- 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, and 
nations, and languages should serve him.” This was the 
glorious Mediatorial kingdom which Jesus Christ was 
now about to set up, by the destruction of the Jewish 
nation and polity, and the diffusion of his Gospel 
through the whole world. If the words be taken in 
this sense, the angels or messengers may signify the 
apostles and their successors in the sacred ministry, 
preaching the Gospel in the power of the Holy Ghost. 
It is very likely that the words do not apply to the 
final judgment, to which they are generally referred ; 
but to the wonderful display of God’s grace and power 
after the day of pentecost. 

Verse 28. There be some—which shall not taste of 
death] This verse seems to confirm the above expla- 
nation, as our Lord evidently speaks of the establish- 
ment of the Christian Church after the day of pente- 
cost, and its final triumph after the destruction of the 
Jewish polity ; as if he had said, ““Some of you, my 
disciples, shall continue to live until these things take 
place.” The destruction of Jerusalem, and the Jewish 
economy, which our Lord here predicts, took place 
about forty-three years after this: and some of the 
persons now with him doubtless survived that period, 
and witnessed the extension of the Messiah’s kingdom ; 
and our Lord told them these things before, that when 
they came to pass they might be confirmed in the faith, 
and expect an exact fulfilment of all the other pro- 
mises and prophecies which concerned the extension 
and support of the kingdom of Christ. 

To his kingdom, or in his kingdom. Instead of 
Baotreca, kingdom, four MSS., later Syriac, Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Saxon, and one copy of the Jtala, with sey- 
eral of the primitive fathers, read dof, glory: and to 
this is added, tov ratpo¢ avtov, of his Father, by three 
MSS. and the versions mentioned before. This makes 
the passage a little more conformable to the passage 
already quoted from Daniel; and it must appear, very 
clearly, that the whole passage speaks not of a future 
judgment, but of the destruction of the Jewish polity, 
and the glorious spread of Christianity in the earth, by 
the preaching of Christ crucified by the apostles and 
their immediate successors in the Christian Church. 


1. Tue disciples, by being constantly with their 
Master, were not only guarded against error, but were 
1 


Observations on the 


taught the whole truth: we should neglect no oppor- 
tunity of waiting upon God; while Jesus continues to 
teach, our ear and heart should be open to receive his 
instructions. That what we have already received 
may be effectual, we must continue to hear and pray 
on. Let us beware of the error of the Pharisees! 
They minded only external performances, and those 
things by which they might acquire esteem and repu- 
tation among men; thus, humility and love, the very 
soul of religion, were neglected by them: they had 
their reward—the approbation of those who were as 
destitute of vital religion as themselves. Let us be- 
ware also of the error of the Sadducees, who, believing 
no other felicity but what depended on the good things 
of this world, became the flatterers and slaves of those 
who could bestow them, and so, like the Pharisees, 
had their portion only in this life. All false religions 
and false principles conduct to the same end, however 
contrary they appear to each other. No two sects 
could be more opposed to each other than the Saddu- 
cees and Pharisees, yet their doctrines lead to the same 
end—they are both wedded to this world, and separated 
from God in the newt. 

2. From the circumstance mentioned in the conclu- 
sion of this chapter, we may easily see the nature of 
the kingdom and reign of Christ: it is truly spiritual 
and Divine ; having for its object the present holiness 
and future happiness of mankind. Worldly pomp, as 
well as worldly maxims, were to be excluded from it. 
Christianity forbids all worldly expectations, and pro- 
mises blessedness to those alone who dear the cross, 
seading a life of mortification and self-denial. Jesus 
Christ has left us an example that we should follow his 
steps. How did he live What views did he enter- 
tain t—In what light did he view worldly pomp and 
splendour? These are questions which the most su- 
perficial reader may, without difficulty, answer to his 
immediate conviction. And has not Christ said that 
the disciple is not aBove the Master? If ne humbled 
himself, how can he look upon those who, professing 
faith in his name, are conformed to the world and mind 
earthly things? These disciples affect to be above 
their Lord; and as they neither bear his cross, nor 
follow him in the regeneration, they must look for 
another heaven than that in which he sits at the right 
hand of God. This is an awful subject ; but how few 
of those called Christians lay it to heart ! 

3. The term cHurcH in Greek exxAjova, occurs for 
the first time in ver. 18 of this chapter. The word 
simply means an assembly or congregation, the nature 
of which is to be understood from connecting circum- 
stances ; for the word excAnova, as well as the terms 
congregation and assembly, may be applied to any con- 
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preceding chapter. 


course of people, good or bad; gathered together for 
lawful or unlawful purposes. Hence, it is used, Acts 
xix. 32, for the mod, or confused rabble, gathered to- 
gether against Paul, exxAnova ovyxexvyevn, which the 
town-clerk distinguished, ver. 39, from a lawful assem- 
bly, evvouw exxAreoa. The Greek word exxkanova seems 
to be derived from exxadea, to call out of, or from, i. e. 
an assembly gathered out of a multitude ; and must 
have some other word joined to it, to determine its 
nature: viz. the Church of God; the congregation 
collected by God, and devoted to his service. The 
Church of Christ: the whole company of Christians 
wheresoever found; because, by the preaching of the 
Gospel, they are called out of the spirit and maxims 
of the world, to live according to the precepts of the 
Christian religion. This is sometimes called the 
Catholic or universal Church, because constituted of 
all the professors of Christianity in the world, to what- 
ever sects or parties they may belong: and hence the 
absurdity of applying the term Catholic, which signi- 
fies uniwersal, to that very small portion of it, the 
Church of Rome. In primitive times, before Chris- 
tians had any stated buwaldings, they worshipped in pri- 
vate houses; the people that had been converted to 
God meeting together in some one dwelling-house of a 
fellow-convert, more convenient and capacious than the 
rest; hence the Church that was in the house of 
Aquila and Priscilla, Rom. xvi. 3, 5, and 1 Cor. xvi. 
19, and the Church that was in the house of Nymphas, 
Col. iv. 15. Now, as these houses were dedicated to 
the worship of God, each was termed xnpiov otko¢g ku- 
riou oikos, the house of the Lord; which word, in 
process of time, became contracted into xupiock kuriovk, 
and «upiaxn, kuriake ; and hence the kirk of our north- 
ern neighbours, and cyjue Aurzk of our Saxon ancestors, 
from which, by corruption, changing the hard Saxon ce 
into ch, we have made the word church. This term, 
though it be generally used to signify the people wor- 
shipping in a particular place, yet by a metonymy, the 
container being put for the contained, we apply it, as 
it was originally, to the duiding which contains the 
worshipping people. 

In the proper use of this word there can be no such 
thing as THE church, exclusively ; there may be a 
church, and the cuurcHEs, signifying a particular con- 
gregation, or the different assemblies of religious peo- 
ple: and hence, the Church of Rome, by applying it 
exclusively to itself, abuses the term, and acts as ridic- 
ulously as it does absurdly. Church is very properly 
defined in the 19th article of the Church of England, 
to be “a congregation of faithful men, in the which 
the pure word of God is preached, and the sacraments 
duly administered, according to Christ’s ordinance,” 
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The transfiguration of Christ, 1-8. 
o cunatic, 14-18. 
sufferings and death, 22, 23. 
money by a miracle, 27. 
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Christ’s discourse with his disciples on the subject, 9-13. 
His discourse with his disciples on this subject also, 19-21. 


He heals 
He foretells his own 


He is required to pay tribute at Capernaum, 24-26; and provides the 
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The transfiguration 


do HE A0R?, AND ® after six days, Jesus taketh 
An. Olymp. ~ Peter, James, and John his 
MS Bie brother, and bringeth them up into 
_a high mountain, apart, 

2 And was transfigured before them: ° and 
his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light. 

3 And, behold, there appeared unto them 
© Moses and Elias talking with him. 


@ Mark ix.2; Luke ix. 28.——? Rey. i. 16; Dan. x. 6——°¢ Luke 
ix. 30; Rev. xi. 3—4 Luke ix. 33. e2 Pet. i. 17. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVII. 

Verse 1. After six days] Mark, ix. 2, has the same 
number ; but Luke says, ix. 28, after eight days. The 
reason of this difference seems to be the following: 
Matthew and Mark reckon the days from that men- 
tioned in the preceding chapter, to that mentioned in 
this; Luke includes doth days, as well as the szx in- 
termediate : hence, the one makes eight, the other siz, 
without any contradiction. 

Peter, James, and John| He chose those that they 
might be witnesses of his transfiguration: two or 
three witnesses being required by the Scripture to sub- 
stantiate any fact. Eminent communications of the 
Divine favour prepare for, and entitle to, great ser- 
vices and great conflicts. The same three were made 
witnesses of his agony in the garden, chap. xxvi. 37. 

A high mountain] This was one of the mountains 
of Galilee ; but whether Mount Tadéor or not, is uncer- 
tain. Some think it was Mount Hermon. St. Luke 
says, Christ and his disciples went up into the moun- 
tain to pray, chap. ix. 28. 

Verse 2. Was transfigured| That fulness of the 
Godhead, which dwelt bodily in Christ, now shone 
forth through the human nature, and manifested to his 
disciples not only that Divinity which Peter had before 
confessed, chap. xvi. 16, but also the glorious resur- 
rection body, in which they should exist in the presence 
of God to eternity. 

White as the light.| But the Cod. Beze, some of 
the ancient versions, and several of the fathers, read 
o¢ YLwY, as snow; and this is the reading in Mark ix. 3. 

Verse 3. Moses and Elias] Elijah came from heaven 
in the same body which he had upon earth, for he was 
translated, and did not see death, 2 Kings ii. 11. And 
the body of Moses was probably raised again, as a 
pledge of the resurrection; and as Christ is to come 
to judge the quick and the dead, for we shall not all die, 
but all shall be changed, 1 Cor. xv. 51, he probably 
gave the full representation of this in the person of 
Moses, who died, and was thus raised to life, (or ap- 
peared now as he shall appear when raised from the 
dead in the last day,) and in the person of Elijah, who 
never tasted death. Both their bodies exhibit the 
same appearance, to show that the bodies of glorified 
saints are the same, whether the person had been trans- 
lated, or whether he had died. It was a constant and 
prevalent tradition among the Jews, that both Moses 
and Elijah should appear in the times of the Messiah, 
and to this very tradition the disciples refer, ver. 10. 
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4 Then answered Peter, and said se 
unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us An. Olymp. 
to be here: if thou wilt, let us : 
make here three tabernacles ; ‘one for thee, 
and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

5 ° While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them : and behold a voice out of 
the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, 
£in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 


£ Chap. ili. 17; Mark i. 11; Luke iii. 32——# Isa. xli. 1. 
h Deut. xviii. 15, 19; Acts iii. 22, 23. 


We may conceive that the Jaw in the person of 
Moses, the great Jewish legislator, and the prophets in 
the person of Elijah, the chief of the prophets, came 
now to do homage to Jesus Christ, and to render up 
their authority into his hands ; as he was the enn of the 
law, and the grand subject of the predictions of the 
prophets. This appears more particularly from what 
St. Luke says, chap. ix. 31, that Moses and Elijah 
conversed with our Lord on his death, which he was 
about to accomplish, (tAnpovv to fulfil,) because in it, 
all the rites, ceremonies, and sacrifices of the law, as 
well as the predictions of the prophets, were fulfilled. 

Verse 4. Peter said—let us make, &c.| 'That is, 
when he saw Moses and Elijah ready to depart from 
the mount, Luke ix. 33, he wished to detain them, 
that he might always enjoy their company with that of 
his Lord and Master, still supposing that Christ would 
set up a temporal kingdom upon earth. 

Verse 5. A bright cloud overshadowed them] Or as 
six MSS. and Ephraim read it, a cloud of light, vededn 
gwtoc ; which reading GrigesBacuH has admitted into the 
text. As a bright cloud, or a cloud of ight could not 
overshadow, or cast any kind of shade, the word emeo- 
xcacev should be translated, surrounded them. <A. cloud 
was frequently the symbol of the Divine presence ; but 
such a cloud had always something very remarkable in 
its appearance. Hzekiel, chap. i. 4, represents it as 
a great cloud, and a fire unfolding itself, and a bright- 
ness about it, and out of the midst thereof, as the 
colour of amber out of the midst of the fire; and in 
ver. 28, he tells us that this was the appearance of 
the likeness of the glory of the Lord. See also Exod. 
xvi. 10; xl. 33, &c. ; Ezek. xliii. 2, and 1 Chron. v. 
14. But it was generally in a thick, dark cloud, that 
God manifested himself under the law ; see Exod. xix. 
9, and xx. 21. This might be designed as emblem- 
atical of the old covenant, which was but the shadow 
of the good things which were to come, Heb. x. 1; 
and the cloud of light mentioned here, the emblem of 
that glorious display of God, in his Gospel, by which 
life and immortality were brought to light, 2 Tim. i. 10. 

This 1s my beloved Son] Ovrog ecwv o vio¢ pov o 
ayarntoc, ev w evdoxnoa, This is my Son, the beloved 
one, in whom I have delighted, or, been well pleased. 
God adds his testimony of approbation to what was 
spoken of the sufferings of Christ by Moses and Eli- 
jah; thus showing that the sacrificial economy of the 
old covenant was in itself of no worth, but as it re- 
ferred to the grand atonement which Jesus was about 
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Christ’s discourse with has CHAP. 
ee 6 + And when the disciples heard 


a pee: at, they fell on their face, and were 
sore afraid. 

7 And Jesus came and * touched them, and 
said, Arise, and be not afraid. 

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save Jesus only. 

9 And as they came down from the moun- 
tain, ‘Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the 


#2 Pet. i. 18—— Dan. viii. 18; ix. 21; x. 10, 18——!Chap. 
xvi. 20; Mark vili. 30; ix. 9. 
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disciples on the subject. 


vision to no man, until the Son of A,M: 4032. 
man be risen again from the An. Olymp. 
dead. Reeds 

10 4 And his disciples asked him, saying, 
m™ Why then say the scribes that Elias must 
first come ? 

11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Elias truly shall first come, and "restore all 
things ; 


m Mal. iv. 5; chap. xi. 14; Mark ix. 11. 
reUG. 17s Acts a1. 20. 


n Mal. iv. 6; Luke 


to make; therefore he says, In him wave I delighted, 
(evdoxnoa,) intimating that it was in him alone, as typi- 
fied by those sacrifices, that he Hap delighted through 
the whole course of the legal administration ; and that 
it was only in reference to the death of his Son that 
he accepted the offerings and oblations made to him 
under the old covenant. Hear um. ‘The disciples 
wished to detain Moses and Elijah that they might 
hear them: but God shows that the Jaw which had 
been in force, and the prophets which had prophesied, 
until now, must all give place to Jesus; and he alone 
must now be attended to, as the way, the truth, and 
the life; for no man could now come unto the Fa- 
ther but through him. This voice seems also to refer 
to that prediction in Deut. xviii. 15. The Lord shall 
raise up a Prophet like unto me: HIM SHALL YE HEAR. 
Go no more to the law, nor to the prophets, to seek 
for a coming Messiah; for behold he 1s come! Hear 
and obey him, and him only. 

This transfiguration must have greatly confirmed 
the disciples in the belief of a future state, and in the 
doctrine of the resurrection; they saw Moses and 
Elyah still existine, though the former had been 
gathered to his fathers upwards of 1400 years, and the 
latter had been translated nearly 900. 

Verse 6. Fell on their face] Dismayed by the voice, 
and dazzled by the glory of the cloud. So Damiel, 
chap. viii. 17, and Saul of Tarsus, Acts ix. 4. 

Verse 7. Jesus came and touched them] Exactly 
parallel to this account is Dan. vil. 18, J was ina 
deep sleep, i. e. (a trance) on my face towards the 
ground ; but he roucunn me, and set me upright. From 
Jesus alone are we to expect Divine communications, 
and by his power only are we able to bear and wnprove 
them. It is very likely that this transfiguration took 
place in the might, which was a more proper season to 
show forth its glory than the day time, in which a part 


of the splendour must necessarily be lost by the pre- 


sence of the solar light. Besides, St. Luke, chap. ix. 
37, expressly says, that it was on the next day after 
the transfiguration that our Lord came down from 
the mount. 

Verse 9. Tell the vision to no man] See the note on 
chap. xvi. 20; and farther observe, that as this trans- 
figuration was intended to show forth the final abolition 
of the whole ceremonial law, it was necessary that 
a matter which could not fail to irritate the Jewish 
rulers and people should be kept secret, till Jesus had 
accomplished vision and prophecy by his death and 
resurrection. 


Vor. I. (UF) 


The whole of this emblematic transaction appears 
to me to be intended to prove, Ist. The reality of the 
world of spirits, and the immortality of the soul. Qdly. 
The resurrection of the body, and the doctrine of fu- 
ture rewards and punishments, see chap. xvi. 27. 
3dly. The abolition of the Mosaic institutions, and 
the fulfilment of the predictions of the prophets relative 
to the person, nature, sufferings, death, and resurrection 
of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 4Athly. 
The establishment of the mild, light-bringing, and 
life-giving Gospel of the Son of God. And 5dthly. 
That as the old Jewish covenant and Mediatorship 
had ended, Jesus was now to be considered as the sole 
Teacher, the only availing offering for sin, and the 
grand Mediator between God and man. ‘There are 
many very useful remarks on this transaction, by the 
late venerable Bp. Porteus. 

Verse 10. His disciples| Instead of uis disciples, 
some MSS., with the Coptic, Armenian, Vulgate, all 
the Itala except two, and Origen, read simply, oc 
pabytat, THE dtsczples, i. e. those only who had been 
with him on the mount, Peter, James, and John. 

Why then say the scribes that Elias must first 
come?] As the disciples saw that Elijah returned to 
heaven, knowing the tradition of the elders, and the 
prophecy on which the tradition was founded, Mal. iv. 
5,6, Behold I send you Elijah the prophet, before 
the great and terrible day of the Lord shall come ; and 
he shall turn the hearts, &c., it was natural enough 
for them to inquire what the meaning of the tradition, 
and the intention of the prophecy, were. 

Verse 11. Elias—shall first come, and restore all 
things.) Or will reform, aroxatactnoe:; this word 
our Lord quotes from the Septuagint ; who render the 
Hebrew 0°33 Sy max 35 aw veheshed leb aboth al 
banim, he will cause the heart of the fathers to turn to 
the children, by, o¢ anoxataotynoe. Kapdiav Tatpog mpog 
viov, who will convert, or restore, the heart of the fa- 
ther to the son. We are not therefore to understand 
the version of the Septuagint quoted by our Lord in 
any other sense than the Hebrew will allow. No fanci- 
ful restoration of all men, devils and damned spirits, is 
spoken of as either being done, or begun, by the minis- 
try of John; but merely that he should preach a doc- 
trine tending to universal reformation of manners, and 
should be greatly successful: see Matt. iii. 1-7, and 
especially Luke iii. 3-15, where we find that a gene- 
ral reformation had taken place, 1. among the com- 
mon people; 2. among the tax-gatherers; and 3. 
among the soldiers. And as John announced the 
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Christ heals 


Bot aie. 12 ° But I say unto you, That Elias 


An. Olymp. is come already, and they knew him 
not, but ? have done unto him what- 
soever they listed: Likewise 4 shall also the 
Son of man suffer of them. 
13 * Then the disciples understood that he 
spake unto them of John the Baptist. 
14 9 * And when they were come to 


the multitude, there came to him a 
certain man, kneeling down to him, and 
saying, 


15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is 


© Chap. xi. 14; Mark ix. 12, 13. P Chap. xiv. 3, 10.——4 Chap. 
xvi. 21.— Chap. xi. 14. 


coming Christ, who was to baptize with the Holy 
Ghost, i. e. to enlighten, change, and purify the heart, 
that the reform might be complete, both outward and 
inward, he may be said, in the strictest sense of the 
word, to have fulfilled the prophecy: and that he was 
the Elijah mentioned by Malachi, the words of Gabriel 
to the virgin Mary prove; Luke i. 17. And he (John) 
shall go before him (Christ) in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, &c.; 
and that his ministry was powerfully effectual for this 
purpose, we have already seen. 

Verse 12. Knew him not] Or, ovk extyvocayr avtor, 
They have not acknowledged him. That is, the Jewish 
rulers have not acknowledged him, did not receive him 
as the forerunner of the Messiah. But it appears that 
all the rest acknowledged him as such; and some, 
from the power and demonstration of his preaching, 
were inclined to think he was more, eventhe Messiah 
himself: see, Luke iii. 15. 

Verse 13. Then the disciples understood] When 
he spoke of the sufferings of this prophetic Elijah, and 
also of his own, which had been the subject of the 
conversation on the mount, during the transfiguration, 
they clearly apprehended that he spoke of John the 
Baptist. 

Verse 14. When they were come to the multitude] 
It appears that a congregation had been collected during 
our Lord’s stay on the mount: how great must have 
been the desire of these people to hear the words of 
Christ! The assembly is sedf-collected, and no delay 
on the preacher’s side discourages them—they con- 
tinue to wait for him. In the present day how rare is 
this zeal! How few by the most pathetic invitation 
can be brought together, even at the most convenient 
times, to hear the same doctrines, and to get their souls 
healed by the same wonder-working Christ ! 

Kneeling down to him] Or falling at his knees, 
yovurerov. The ancients consecrated the rar to memory ; 
the FoREHEAD to genius ; the RIGHT HAND to faith ; and 
the KNEES to mercy : hence those who entreated favour 
fell at and touched the knees of the person whose 
kindness they supplicated. See Wakefield’s Com- 
mentary ; and see the note on Exod. ix. 29; where 
the subject is largely explained. 

Verse 15. My son—ts lunatic] Zednviaterar. One 
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Fh 

a lunatic 
lunatic, and sore vexed: ‘for oft- 4,M. 4%e. 
times he falleth into the fire, and An, Olymp. 
oft into the water. ——. 

16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and 
they could not cure him. 

17 Then Jesus answered and said, * O faith- 
less and perverse generation, how long shall 
I be with you ? how long shall I suffer you? 
bring him hither to me. 

18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he 
departed out of him: and the child was cured 
from that very hour. 


s Mark ix. 14; Luke ix. 37. t Chap. 1v. 24; Acts x. 38 
u Mark ix. 19. 


who was most affected with this disorder at the change 
and full of the moon. See on chap. iv. 24. But this 
lunacy was occasioned by a demon, see ver. 18, and 
Mark ix. 17; Luke ix. 38. In this case, the devil 
intended to Azde himself under the appearance of a 
natural disorder, that no supernatural means might be 
resorted to for his expulsion. See a remarkable account 
on Luke ix. 39. 

Falleth ofttimes into the fire, and oft into the water.] 
The paroxysms of his disorder frequently recurred ; 
and among his numerous falls, some were into the fire 
and some into the water: so that, on this account, his 
life was in continual danger. Those who are under 
the influence of the devil are often driven to extremes 
in every thing. Such are often driven into the fire of 
presumption, or the waters of despair. Satan takes 
advantage of our natural temper, state of health, and 
outward circumstances, to plague and ruin our souls. 

Verse 16. Thy disciples—could not cure him.| No 
wonder, when the cure must be effected by super- 
natural agency, and they had not faith enough to in- 
terest the power of God in their behalf, ver. 20. A 
spiritual disorder must have a spiritual remedy : natural 
means, in such cases, signify just—nothing. 

Verse 17. O faithless and perverse generation !] 
These and the following words may be considered as 
spoken: 1. To the disciples, because of their unbe- 
lief, verse 20. 2. To the father of the possessed, 
who should have brought his son to Christ. 3. To the 
whole multitude, who were slow of heart to believe in 
him as the Messiah, notwithstanding the miracles 
which he wrought. See Kypxe. 

Perverse, duectpaupevn, signifies—1. Such as are 
influenced by perverse opinions, which hinder them 
from receiving the truth: and, 2. Such as are profli- 
gate in their manners. Kyrxn. This last expression 
could not have been addressed to the disciples, who 
were certainly saved from the corruption of the world, 
and whose minds had been lately divinely illuminated 
by what passed at and after the transfiguration : but 
at all times the expression was applicable to the Jewish 
people. 

Verse 18. Jesus rebuked the devil] Deprived him 
of all power to torment the child ; and obliged him to 
abandon his present usurped habitation. 

There are some souls whose cure God reserves to 

( 13* \) 


he power of faith. - 


Ac Mva0s2. 19 Then» camé the disciples to 


Sota. Jesus apart, and said, Why could 
: not we cast him out ? 

20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of 
your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, vIf 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence 
to yonder place; and it shall remove ; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you. 


CHAP. 


XVII. Christ foretells his death. 


21 Howbeit this kind goeth not a 
out but by prayer and fasting. _ Oly my 

22 “1 ~ And while they abode in 
Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of 
man shall be betrayed into the hands of men- 

23 And they shall kill him, and the third 
day he shall be raised again. And they were 
exceeding sorry. 

24 4] And * when they were come to Ca 


An. Olymp. 
CCL. 4, 


Y Chap. xxi. 21; Mark xi. 23; Luke xvii. 6; 1 Cor. xii. 9; 
xiii. 2. 


w Chap. xvi. 21; xx. 17; Mark viii. 31; ix. 30,31; x.33; Luke 
1x. 22, 44; xvii. 31; xxiv. 6, 7——* Mark ix. 33. 


himself alone, and to whom all the applications of his 
ministers appear to be utterly ineffectual. He some- 
times does all without them, that they may know they 
ean never do any good without him. Qursnet. 

Verse 19. Why could not we cast him out 2) They 
were confounded at their want of suecess—but not at 
their want of faith, which was the cause of their mis- 
carriage! When the ministers of the Gospel find 
their endeavours, with respect to some places or per- 
sons, ineffectual, they should come, by private prayer, 
to Christ, humble themselves before him, and beg to be 
informed whether some evil in themselves have not been 
the cause of the unfruitfulness of their labours. 

Verse 20. Because of your unbelief] Are we 
preachers of the Gospel? Do the things of God rest 
upon our minds with a deep and steady conviction ? 
Can we expect that a doctrine which we do not, from 
conviction, credit ourselves, can be instrumental in our 
hands of begetting faith in others? So we preached, 
and so ye believed. 'Vhe word preached generally be- 
gets in the people the same spirit which the preacher 
possesses. Instead of aziciav, unbelief, the famous 
Vatican MS. and Cod. Cyprius, six others, Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Armenian, and Arabic, Origen, and Chry- 
sostom, read oAvyoriczay, littleness of faith. The dis- 
ciples had some faith, but not enough—they believed, 
but not fully. 

As a grain of mustard seed] Some eminent critics 
think this a proverbial expression, intimating a GREAT 
peGREE of faith, because removing mountains, which 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 2, attributes to ALL FAITH ; 1. e. 
the greatest possible degree of faith, is attributed here, 
by our Lord, to that faith which is as a grain of mus- 
tard seed. However this may be, there can be no 
doubt that our Lord means, as BisHop Pearce well 
remarks, a thriving and increasing faith ; which like 
the grain of mustard seed, from being the least of seeds, 
becomes the greatest of all herbs, even a tree in whose 
branches the fowls of the air take shelter. See Waxr- 
FIELD’s Comment, and the note on chap. Xili. 32. 

Verse 21. This kind goeth not out but by prayer, 
&c.] Tovre to yevoc, this kind, some apply to the faith 
which should be exercised on the occasion, which goeth 
not out, doth not exert itself, but by prayer and fasting ; 
but this interpretation is, in my opinion, far from solzd. 
However, there is great difficulty in the text. The 
whole verse is wanting in the famous Vatican MS., 
one of the most ancient and most authentic perhaps in 
the world; and in another one of Colderi’s, written in 
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the 11th or 12th century. It is wanting also in the 
Coptic, Ethiopic, Syriac, Hieros., and in one copy of 
the Jtala. But all the MSS. acknowledge it in the 
parallel place, Mark ix. 29, only the Vatican MS. 
leaves out vyceva, fasting. I strongly suspect it to be 
an interpolation; but, if it be, it is very ancient, as 
Origen, Chrysostom, and others of the primitive fa- 
thers, acknowledged it. But while candour obliges 
me to acknowledge that I cannot account for the fact 
here alleged, that a certain class or genus of demons 
cannot be expelled but by prayer and fasting, while 
others may be ejected without them, I can give a sense 
to the passage which all my readers will easily under- 
stand: viz. that there are certain evil propensities, in 
some persons, which pampering the flesh tends to 
nourish and strengthen; and that self-denial and fast- 
img, accompanied by prayer to God, are the most 
likely means, not only to mortify such propensities, but 
also to destroy them. or other remarkable circum- 
stances relative to this case, see the notes on Mark ix. 
17, &c. 

Verse 22. They abode in Galilee] Lower Galilee, 
where the city of Capernaum was. 

The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands 
of men] MeAdec—rapadidoobat eve yetpac-—The Son of 
man is about to be delivered into the hands, &c. Iam 
fully of the mind of two eminent critics, Grotius and 
Wakefield, that tapadidoc8a should be here translated 
delivered, or delivered up, not betrayed ; and that the 
agency, in this case, should be referred to God, not to 
Judas. Jesus was delivered up, by the counsel of 
God, to be an atonement for the sin of the world. See 
Acts iv. 27 and 28. Against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed to do what thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be done, Herod and Pon- 
tius Pilate—were gathered together. 

Verse 23. They were exceeding sorry] Since the 
conversation on the mount, with Moses and Elijah, 
Peter, James, and John could have no doubt that their 
Lord and Master must suffer, and that it was for this 
end he came into the world; but, while they submitted 
to the counsel of God, their affection for him caused 
them to feel exquisite distress. 

Verse 24. They that received tribute] This was not 
a tax to be paid to the Roman government ; but a tax 
for the support of the temple. The law, Exod. xxx. 
13, obliged every male among the Jews to pay half a 
shekel yearly, for the support of the temple ; and this 
was continued by them, wherever dispersed, till after 
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Christ works a miracle 


A.M, 1032. pernaum, they that received ¥ tribute 


An. Olymp. money came to Peter, and_ said, 
2" _ Doth not your master pay tribute? 

25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come 
into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, 
What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the 
kings of the earth *take custom or tribute? 
of their own children, or of strangers ? 

26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus 


y Called in the original, didrachma, being in value fifteen 
pence; see Wxod. xxx. 13; xxxvill. 26. Z Exod. xxx. 13; 
Gal. iv. 4; Heb. iv. 15; Neh. x. 32. 


the time of Vespasian, see Josephus, war, book vii. c. 
6, who ordered it afterwards to be paid into the Roman 
treasury. The word in the text, which is generally 
translated tribute—ra didpaypa, signifies the didrachma, 
or two drachms. This piece of money was about the 
value of two Attic drachms, each equal to fifteen pence 
of our money. The didrachma of the Septuagint, 
mentioned Exod. xxx. 13, was twice as heavy as the 
Attic, for it was equal to a whole shekel, this being 
the value of that piece of money at Alexandria, the 
place where the Septuagint translation was made ; for 
the half shekel mentioned in the above passage, they 
render pov Tov didpaypov, the half of a didrachma. 

Verse 25. He saith, Yes.] From this reply of 
Peter, it is evident that our Lord customarily paid all 
taxes, tributes, &c., which were common among the 
people wherever he came. The children of God are 
subject to all civil laws in the places where they live 
-—and should pay the taxes levied on them by public 
authority ; and though any of these should be found 
unjust, THEY rebel not, as their business is not to re- 
form the politics of nations, but the morals of the world. 

Verse 26. Then are the children free] As this mo- 
ney is levied for the support of that temple of which I 
am the Lord, then I am not obliged to pay the tax; 
and my disciples, like the priests that minister, should 
be exempted from the necessity of paying. 

Verse 27. Lest we—offend them] Be a stumbling- 
block to the priests, or rulers of the Jews, I will pay 
the tribute—go thou to the sea—cast a hook, and take 
the first fish—thou shalt find a piece of money, oratnpa, 
astater. This piece of money was equal in value to 
four drachms, or two shekels, (five shillings of our 
money,) and consequently was sufficient to pay the 
tribute for our Lord and Peter, which amounted to 
about half-a-crown each. If the stater was in the 
mouth or belly of the fish before, who can help ad- 
miring the wisdom of Christ, that discovered it there ? 
If it was not defore in the mouth of the fish, who can 
help admiring the power of Christ, that impelled the 
fish to go where the stater had been lost in the bottom 
of the sea, take it up, come towards the shore where 
Peter was fishing, and, with the stater in its mouth or 
stomach, catch hold of the hook that was to draw it 
out of the water? But suppose there was no stater 
there, which is as likely as otherwise, then Jesus 
created it for the purpose, and here his omnipotence 
was shown; for to make a thing exist that did not 
exist before is an act of unlimited power, however 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


_in order to pay the tribute 


saith unto him, Then are the chil- eg 
dren free. An. Olymr. 


: CCL. 4. 
27 Notwithstanding, * lest we should ——__ 


offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast 
a hook, and take up the fish that first 
cometh up; and when thou hast opened 
his mouth, thou shalt find >a piece of money ’ 
that take, and give unto them for me and 
thee. 


*Rom. xiv. 19; 1 Thess. v. 22; 1 Cor. viii. 13——» Or, a 
stater. It is half an ounce of silver, in value 2s. 6d., after 5s. 
the ounce. 


small the thing itself may be. Some suppose that the 
haddock was the fish caught by Peter, because this 
fish has a blackish mark on each side of its neck or 
shoulders, as seems to exhibit the impression of a 
finger and thumb. The haddock is the gadus egle- 
sinus. But this, being a sea fish, could not be a native 
of the sea of Galilee or Tiberias, &c., for the river 
Jordan runs through the sea of Galilee, and falls into the 
Dead Sea, which has no outlet to the ocean: no sea 
fish of any kind can be found there; and we may add 
to this, that Belzoni, a learned traveller, who examined 
the produce of the lake of Tiberias, found only trouts, 
pikes, chevins, and tenches. That it may, besides 
these, have some fishes peculiar to itself, as most ex- 
tensive fresh water lakes have, need not be denied ; 
but it could have no sea fish. 


Tue account of the transfiguration, the peculiar 
case of the lunatic, with his cure, and the miracle 
wrought to pay the tribute money, render this one of 
the most interesting and instructive chapters in the 


._New Testament. 


1. To what has already been said on the subject of 
the transfiguration, nothing need be added: I have 
given that sense to it which the circumstances of the 
case, the construction of the words, and the analogy 
of faith warrant. That others have understood the 
whole transaction differently, is readily granted. Some 
of the foreign critics, who are also called divines, 
have stripped it, by their mode of interpretation, of all 
its strength, use, and meaning. With them, it is thus 
to be understood :—* Jesus, with his disciples, Peter, 
James, and John, went by night into a mountain, for 
the purpose of prayer and meditation; while thus 
engaged, the animal spirits of the disciples were over- 
come by watching and fatigue, and they fell asleep: 
in this sleep they dreamed, or Peter only dreamed, 


‘that he saw his Master encompassed with a glorious 


light, and that Moses and Elijah were conversing with 
him. That early in the morning, just as the sun was 
rising, there happened some electric or thunder-like 
explosions (a thing not unfrequent near some moun- 
tains) by which the disciples were suddenly awoke; 
that Peter, whose mind was strongly impressed with 
his dream, seeing the rising sun shine gloriously upon 
his Master, and ‘his strongly impressed senses calling 
to remembrance his late vision, he for a moment 
imagined he saw, not only the glory of which he had 
dreamed, but the persons also—Moses and Elijah, still 
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Who ts greatest in 


standing on the mount with Christ; that not being as 
yet sufficiently awake, finding the images impressed 
on his imagination fleeting away with his returning 
exercise of reason, he cried out, before he was aware, 
Lord! it is good for us to be here, let us make three 
tabernacles, &e.; but in a short time, having reco- 
vered the regular use of his senses, he perceived that 
it was a dream; and, having told it to our Lord and 
his brother disciples, lest the Jews might take occa- 
sion of jealousy from it, he was desired to tell the 
vision to no man.” This is the substance of that 
strange explanation given by those learned men to 
this extraordinary transaction; a mode of interpreta- 
tion only calculated to support that system which makes 
it an important point to deny and decry all superna- 
tural and miraculous influence, and to explain away all 
the spirituality of the New Testament. Whatever 
mgenuity may be in this pretended elucidation, every 
unprejudiced person must see that it can never be 
brought to accord with the letter and concomitant cir- 
cumstances of this most remarkable case. 

2. The cure of the deaf and dumb lunatic has been 
treated, by the same critics, in nearly the same way, 
and for the same obvious design, namely, to exclude 
from the world all supernatural agency; and could 
thev succeed in this, of what value, or, indeed, utility, 
could the whole New Testament be to mankind? We 
might be well astonished to find such a history, with such 
a great variety of curious and apparently interesting 
circumstances :—a wondrous person, labouring, preach- 
ing, suffering, dying, &c., &c., without having scarcely 
any thing in view, but a sort of merely moral reforma- 
tion of the outward man! Truly, this 


“Ts like an ocean into tempest toss’d, 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly.” 


But the truth of God’s miraculous interpositions, the 
miracles of the New Testament, demoniacal posses- 
sions and influence, the atonement, the inspiration of 


CHAP. XVIII. 


the kingdom of heaven. 


the Holy Spirit, the regeneration of the corrupted 
human heart, &c., &c., must not be given up to please 
a certain description of persons, who have no com- 
merce with God themselves, and cannot bear that 
others should either have or pretend to it. 

3. The miracle wrought for the paying of the temple 
tribute money, is exceedingly remarkable. The note 
on ver. 27, brings this particularly to view. To 
what is there said, it may be added, that our Lord 
seems to have wrought this miracle for the following 
purposes :— 

1. More forcibly to impress the minds of his disci- 
ples, and his followers in general, with the necessity 
and propriety of being subject to all the laws of the 
different states, kingdoms, &c., wheresoever the provi- 
dence of God might cast their lot. 

2. To show forth his own unlimited power and 
knowledge, that they might be fully convinced that 
he knew all things, even to the most minute; and 
could do whatsoever he pleased; and that both his 
wisdom and power were continually interested in behalf 
of his true disciples. 

3. To teach all believers a firm trust and reliance 
on Divine Providence, the sources of which can never 
be exhausted; and which, directed by infinite wisdom 
and love, will make every provision essentially requi- 
site for the comfort and support of life. How many 
of the poor followers of Christ have been enabled to 
discern his kind hand, even in the means furnished 
them to discharge the taxes laid on them by the state! 
The profane and the unprincipled may deride, and 
mock on, but the people of God know it to be their 
duty, and their interest, to be subject to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake; and, while his 
grace and providence render this obedience, in things 
both spiritual and secular, possible, his love, which 
their hearts feel, renders their duty their delight. The 
accomplishment of such ends as these is worthy both 
of the wisdom and benevolence of Christ. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


The disciples inquiring who should be greatest in Christ’s kingdom, 1. 
Warns them against offences, 7. 


humility, simplicity, and disinterestedness, 2-6. 
cation and self-denial, 8, 9. 


lost one sheep out of his flock consisting of one hundred, 12-14. 
A gracious promise to social prayer, 19, 20. 
sorrow, and promises amendment, is to be forgiven, 21, 22. 


15-18. 


Charges them to avoid giving offence, 10, 11. 


He takes occasion to recommend 
Recommends mortifi- 
Parable of him who had 
How to deal with an offending brother, 
How often an offending brother who expresses 
The parable of the king, who calls his ser- 


vants to account, and finds one who owed him ten thousand talents, who, being unable to pay, and imploring 


mercy, is forgiven, 23-27. 
him but a small sum, 28-30. 


A a T 4 the same time came the disci- 
An. Olymp ples unto Jesus, saying, » Who is 


the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 


a Mark ix. 33; Luke ix. 46; xxii. 24. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVIII. 

Verse 1. At the same time] Or hour; but wpa 
is frequently used to signify some particular time: 
however, instead of wpa, three MSS., all the Jtala but 

1 


Of the same person, who treated his fellow-servunt unmercifully, who owed 
Of the punishment inflicted on. this unmerciful servant, 31-35. 


2 And Jesus called a little child MAS 


unto him, and set him in the midst oe ari 
of them, = 


b Chap. xxiv. 45; chap. xx. 20, &c.; Mark x. 37; Acts i. 6. 


four, and Origen, read nuepa, day. Origen says both 
readings were extant in MSS. in his time. 
Who is the greatest] Could these disciples have 
viewed the kingdom of Christ in any other light than 
181 


Christ shows the great ST. MATTHEW. necessity of humility 

A. M. 4032. 
A.M. 4032. 3 And said, Verily I say unto] greatest in the kingdom of hea- pan 
Be TRE VOU, ¢ Except ye be converted, and | ven. Borne 


become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

4 %Whosoever therefore shall 
himself as this little child, the 


humble 
same is 


© Psa. exxxi. 2; chap. xix. 14; Mark x. 14; Luke xviii. 16; 
t Cor xiv. 20 ; I Pets ii. 2: 


that of a temporal one? Hence they wished to know 
whom he would make his prime minister—whom his 
general—whom his chief chancellor—whom supreme 
judge, &c., &c. Is it he who first became thy dis- 
ciple, or he who is thy nearest relative, or he who has 
most frequently entertained thee, or he who is the old- 
est, merely as to years? Could this inquiry have pro- 
ceeded from any but the nine disciples who had not 
witnessed our Lord’s transfiguration? Peter, James, 
and John, were surely more spiritual in their views ! 
And yet how soon did even these forget that his king- 
dom was not of this world! See Mark x. 35, &c.; 
John xviii. 10, &c. The disciples having lately seen 
the keys delivered to Peter, and found that he, with 
James and John, had been privileged with being pre- 
sent at the transfiguration, it is no wonder if a mea- 
sure of jealousy and suspicion began to work in their 
minds. From this inquiry we may also learn, that the 
disciples had no notion of Peter’s supremacy ; nor did 
they understand, as the Roman Catholics will have it, 
that Christ had constituted him their head, either by 
the conversation mentioned chap. xvi. 18, 19, or by 
the act mentioned in the conclusion of the preceding 
chapter. Had they thought that any such superiority 
had been designed, their present question must have 
been extremely impertinent. Let this be observed. 

Verse 2. A little child| But this child could walk, 
for he called him to him. Nicephorus says, this was 
Ignatius, who was afterwards bishop of Antioch, and 
suffered martyrdom under, and by command of, the 
Roman Emperor Trajan, in the 107th year of our Lord. 
But this good father is not much to be depended on, 
being both weak and credulous. 

Verse 3. Except ye be converted] Unless ye be 
saved from those prejudices which are at present so 
baneful to your nation, (seeking a temporal and not a 
spiritual kingdom,) unless ye be clothed with the spirit 
of humility, ye cannot enter into the spirit, design, and 
privileges of my spiritual and eternal kingdom. The 
name of this kingdom should put you in mind of its 
nature.—1. The Kine is heavenly ; 2. His sunsmcts 
are heavenly-minded; 3. Their country is heavenly, 
for they are strangers and pilgrims upon earth; 4. The 
GOVERNMENT of this kingdom is wholly spiritual and 
dwine. See on chap. iii. 2. 

And become as little children] i.e. Be as truly 
without worldly ambition, and the lust of power, as 
little children are, who act among themselves as if all 
were egual. The following saying from the Boostan 
of the poet Saady is very appropriate. “The hearts 
of infants being free from avarice, what care they for 
a handful of silver more than for a handful of dust 2” 

Verse 4. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself ] 
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5 And ¢whoso shall receive one 
such little child in my name, receiveth me. 

6 But whoso shall offend one of these 
little ones which believe in me, it were better 


XML bey e Chap. x. 42; Luke ix. 48. 


4 Chap. xx. 27; Z 
f Mark ix. 42; Luke xvii. 1,2. 


So great is the disparity between the kingdom of Christ 
and the kingdoms of this world, that there is no way 
of rising to honours in the former, but by humility of 
mind, and continual self-abasement. 

The same is greatest] Thus our Lord shows them 
that they were all egual, and that there could be no 
superiority among them, but what must come from the 
deepest humility; he intimates also, that wherever 
this principle should be found, it would save its pos- 
sessor from seeking worldly honours or earthly profits, 
and from seeking to be a ruler over his brethren, or a 
lord in God’s heritage. 

Verse 5. One such litile child) As our Lord in 
the preceding verses considers a little child an emblem 
of a genuine disciple, so by the term in this verse he 
means a disciple only. ‘“ Whosoever will receive, 2. e. 
show unto such a child-like, unambitious disciple of 
mine, any act of kindness for my sake, I will consider 
it as done to myself.” 

Verse 6. But whoso shail offend one of these little 
ones] But, on the contrary, whosoever shall cause 
one of the least of those who believe in me to be stum- 
bled—to go into the spirit of the world, or give way 
to sin—such a one shall meet with the most exem- 
plary punishment. 

Let those who act the part of the devil, in tempting 
others to sin, hear this declaration of our Lord, and 
tremble. 

A millstone] Mvaoc ovixoc, an ass’s millstone, be - 
cause in ancient times, before the invention of wind 
and water mills, the stones were turned sometimes by 
slaves, but commonly by asses or mules. The most 
ancient kind of mills among the inhabitants of the 
northern nations, was the guern, or hand-mill. In 
some places in Ireland, Scotland, and the Zetland Isles, 
these still exist. 

Drowned in the depth of the sea.| Tt is supposed 
that in Syria, as well as in Greece, this mode of pun- 
ishing criminals was practised; especially in cases of 
parricide ; and when a person was devoted to destruc . 
tion for the public safety, as in cases of plague, famine, 
&c. That this was the custom in Greece, we learn 
from the Scholiast on the Equites of Aristophanes, 

Tav yap kaTerovTovy Tivac, Bapog ato Twv Tpaynrwr 
expguwv, When a person was drowned, they hung a 
weight, (vrepBodov AvBov, Suidas,) a vast stone about 
his neck. See the ancient Scholia upon the Equites, 
lin. 1360, and Suidas, in vrepBodov AvOov. We find 
also that it was a positive institute of the ancient Hin- 
doo law. “Ifa woman,” says the precept, “ causes 
any person to take poison, sets fire to any person’s 
house, or murders a man, then the magistrate, having 
bound a stone to her neck, shall drown her..— 
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Necessity of self-denial. CHAP. 
A.M. 4032. for him that a millstone were hanged 


ae about his neck, and that he were 
-——_— drowned in the depth of the sea. 

7 I Wo unto the world because of offences! 
for © it must needs be that offences come ; but 
*wo to that man by whom the offence 
cometh ! 

8 ' Wherefore, if thy hand or thy foot offend 
thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: 
it is better for thee to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands or two 
feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 

9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to 


& Luke xvii. 1; 1 Cor. xi. 19.— Chap. xxvi. 24. i Chap. 


v. 29, 30; Mark ix. 43, 45.——* Psa. xxxiv. 7; Zech. xili. 7; 


Halhead’s Code of Gentoo Laws, 
page 306. 

Verse 7. Wo!] Or, alas! ovat. It is the opinion 
of some eminent critics, that this word is ever used 
by our Lord to express sympathy and concern. 

Because of offences] Scandals, stumbling-blocks, 
persecutions, &c. 

For it must needs be that offences come] Avayxe 
yap ecw eAbey ta oxavdara, for the coming of offences 
is unavoidable. Such is the wickedness of men, such 
their obstinacy, that they will not come unto Christ 
that they may have life, but desperately continue de- 
ceiving and being decewed. In such a state of things, 
offences, stumbling-blocks, persecutions, &c., are una- 
voidable. 

Wo to that man} He who gives the offence, and 
he who receives it, are both exposed to ruin. 

Verses 8 and 9. If thy hand, &c.] See the notes 
on chap. v. 29, 30. 

Verse 10. One of these little ones] One of my 
simple, loving, humble disciples. 

Their angels—always behold] Our Lord here not 
only alludes to, but, in my opinion, establishes the no- 
tion received by almost all nations, viz. That every 
person has a guardian angel; and that these have 
always access to God, to receive orders relative to 
the management of their charge. See Psa. xxxiv. 
8; Heb. i. 14. 

Always behold the face] Hence, among the Jews, 
the angels were styled 0°29 259, malakey panim, 
angels of the face, and Michael is said to be DDN AW, 
sar ha-panim, the prince of the face. This is an allu- 
sion to the privilege granted by eastern monarchs to 
their chief favourites; a privilege which others were 
never permitted to enjoy. The seven princes of Me- 
dia and Persia, who were the chief favourites and 
privy-counsellors of Ahasuerus, are said to see the 
king’s face. Esth. i. 14; see also 2 Kings xxv. 19, 
and Jer. li. 25. Our Lord’s words give us to under- 
stand that humble-hearted, child-like disciples, are ob- 
jects of his peculiar care, and constant attention. The 
clause, ev ovpavorc, in the heavens, is wanting in several 
MSS., versions, and fathers. 
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4to. edition, 


XVIII. Parable of the lost sheep 


enter into life with one eye, rather See 
than having two eyes to be cast An. Olymp. 
3 CCl. 4. 

into hell fire. eer Sa 

10 4 Take heed that ye despise not one of 
these little ones ; for I say unto you, That in 
heaven * their angels do always ‘behold the 
face of my Father which is in heaven. 

11 ™ For the Son of man is come to save 
that which was lost. 

12 ™ How think ye? if a man have a hun- 
dred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, 
doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth 
into the mountains, and seeketh that which is 
gone astray ? 


Heb. i. 14——" Esth. i. 14; Luke i. 19——™ Luke ix. 56; xix. 
10; John iii. 17; xii. 47—— Luke xv. 4. 


Verse 11. For the Son of man, &c.| This is 
added as a second reason, why no injury should be 
done to his followers. ‘“ The Son of man has so loved 
them as to come into the world to lay down his life 
for them.” 

That which was lost.| | Amodwhoc. In Rev. ix. 11, 
Satan is called AzoAAvar, Apolluon, the destroyer, or 
him who lays waste. This name bears a near relation 
to that state in which our Lord tells us he finds all 
mankind—lost, desolated, ruined. So it appears that 
Satan and men have the nearest affinity to each other 
—as the destroyer and the destroyed---the desolator 
and the desolated—the loser and the lost. But the 
Son of man came to save the lost. Glorious news! 
May every lost soul feel it! This verse is omitted 
by five MSS., two versions, and three of the fathers ; 
but of its authenticity there can be no doubt, as it is 
found in the parallel place, Luke xix. 10, on which 
verse there is not a single various reading found in 
any of the MSS. that have ever been discovered, nor 
in any of the ancient versions. 

Verse 12. Doth he not leave the ninety and nine, 
and goeth into the mountains] So our common trans- 
lation reads the verse; others, Doth he not leave the 
ninety and nine UPON THE MOUNTAINS, and go, &c. 
This latter reading appears to me to be the best; be- 
cause, in Luke xv. 4, it is said, he leaveth the ninety 
and nine IN THE DESERT. ‘The allusion, therefore, is 
to a shepherd feeding his sheep on the mountains, in 
the desert ; not seeking the lost one on the mountains. 

Leaving the ninety and nine, and seeking the one 
strayed sheep:—This was a very common form of 
speech among the Jews, and includes no mystery, 
though there are some who imagine that our Lord re- 
fers to the angels who kept not their first estate, and 
that they are in number, to men, as NINETY are tO ONE. 
But it is likely that our Lord in this place ‘only alludes 
to his constant solicitude to instruct, heal, and save 
those simple people of the sea coasts, country villages, 
&c., who were scattered abroad, as sheep without a 
shepherd, (chap. ix. 36,) the scribes and Pharisees 
paying no attention to their present or etervial well- 
being. This may be also considered as a lesson of 
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How we are to deal 


13 And if so be that he find it, 
re Olymp. verily I say unto you, He rejoiceth 

ee more of that sheep, than of the 
ninety and nine which went not astray. 

14 Even so it is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish. 

15 % Moreover ° if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, 
P thou hast gained thy brother. 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take 


A. M. 4032. 
A. D. 28. 


© Lev. xix. 17; Ecclus. xix. 13; Luke xvii. 3.——P Jam. v. 20 ; 
1 Pet. iii. 1 ——4 Deut. xvii. 6; xix. 15; John viii. 17; 2 Cor. 


instruction and comfort to backsliders. 
does Christ give them up! 

Verse 13. He rejoiceth more] It is justly observed 
by one, on this verse, that it is natural for a person to 
express unusual joy at the fortunate accomplishment 
of an unexpected event. 

Verse 14. It is not the will of your Father] If any 
soul be finally lost, it is not because God’s will or 
counsel was against its salvation, or that a proper pro- 
vision had not been made for it; but that, though light 
came into the world, it preferred darkness to light, be- 
cause of its attachment to its evil deeds. 

Verse 15. If thy brother] Any who is a member 
of the same religious society, sin against thee, 1. Go 
and reprove him alone,—it may be in person; if that 
cannot be so well done, by thy messenger, or in writ- 
ing, (which in many cases is likely to be the most 
effectual.) Observe, our Lord gives no liberty to omit 
this, or to exchange it for either of the following steps. 
If this do not succeed, 

Verse 16. 2. Take with thee one or two more] Men 
whom he esteems, who may then confirm and enforce 
what thou sayest ; and afterwards, if need require, bear 
witness of what was spoken. If even this do not.suc- 
ceed, then, and not before, 

Verse 17. 3. Tell it unto the Church] Lay the 
whole matter before the congregation of Christian be- 
lievers, in that place of which he is a member, or be- 
fore the minister and elders, as the representatives of 
the Church or assembly. [If all this avail not, then, 

Let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a pub- 
lican.| 'To whom thou art, as a Christian, to owe 
earnest and persevering good will, and acts of kind- 
ness; but have no religious communion with him, till, 
if he have been Prnrictad: he acknowledge his fault. 
Whosoever follows this threefold rule will seldom of- 
fend others, and never be offended himself.—Rev. J. 
Wes.ey. 

Reproving a brother who had sinned was a positive 
command under the law. See Ley. xix. 17. And 
the Jews have a saying, that one of the causes of the 
ruin of their nation was, “ No man reproved another.” 
On the word Church, see at the end of chap. xvi. 

Verse 18. Whatsoever ye shall bind, &c.| Whatever 
determinations ye make, in conformity to these direc- 
tions for your conduct to an offending brother, will be 
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How hardly 


ST. MATTHEW. 


with an offending brother 


with thee one or two more, 
in 4the mouth of two or three wit- An. Olymp. 
nesses every word may be esta- a 
blished. 

17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell 
it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be unto thee as a * heathen 
man'and a publican. 

18 Verily I say unto you, * Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven. 
and whatsover ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 


AS “a 4032. 
that rien. 


xii. 1; Heb. x. 28.— Rom. xvi. 17; 1 Cor. v.9; 2 Thess 
iii. 6; 14; 2 John 10.—= Chap. xvi. 19; ” John xx. 23; 1 Cor. v.4. 


accounted just, and ratified by the Lord. See on ch. 
xvi. 19; and, to what is there said, the following ob- 
servations may be profitably added. 

Oca eav dnonte—xat ooa eav Avonte. Binding and 
loosing, in this place, and in Matt. xvi. 19, is gene- 
rally restrained, by Christian interpreters, to matters 
of discipline and authority. But it is as plain as the 
sun, by what occurs in numberless places dispersed 
throughout the Mishna, and from thence commonly 
used by the later rabbins when they treat of ritual 
subjects, that binding signified, and was commonly un- 
derstood by the Jews at that time to be, a declaration 
that any thing was unlawful to be done; and loosing 
signified, on the contrary, a declaration that any thing 
may be lawfully done. Our Saviour spoke io his dis- 
ciples in a language which they understood, so that 
they were not in the least at a loss to comprehend his 
meaning; and its being obsolete to us is no manner 
of reason why we should conclude that it was obscure 
to them. The words, dind and loose, are used in both 
places in a declaratory sense, of things, not of persons. 
It is 6 and 6ca, in the neuter gender, both in chap. xvi. 
and here in this: i. e. Whatsoever thing or things ye 
shall bind or loose. Consequently, the same commis- 
sion which was given at first to St. Peter alone, (chap. 
Xvi. 19,) was afterwards enlarged to all the apostles. 
St. Peter had made a confession that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of God. His confession of the Di- 
vinity of our Lord was the first that ever was made 
by man; to him, therefore, were given the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven: i. e. God made choice of him 
among all the apostles, that the Gentiles should first, 
by his mouth, hear the word of the Gospel, and be- 
lieve. He first opened the kingdom of heaven to the 
Gentiles, when he preached to Cornelius. It was 
open to the Jews all along before ; but if we should 
suppose that it was not, yet to them also did St. Peter 
open the kingdom of heaven, in his sermon at the great 
pentecost. Thus, then, St. Peter exercised his two 
keys: that for the Jews at the great pentecost; and 
that for the Gentiles, when he admitted Cornelius into 
the Church. And this was the reward of his first con- 
fession, in which he owned Jesus to be the promised 
Messiah. And what St. Peter loosed, i. e. declared 
as necessary to be believed and practised by the dis- 
ciples here, was ratified above. And what he declared 
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Promises to social prayer. CHAP. 
Ah 2 19 * Again I say unto you, That 


i Olvup: if two of you shall agree on earth, 
as touching any ab that they 
shall ask, "it shall be done for shea of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

20 For where ¥ two or three are gathered to- 
getherinmy name, there am inthe midst of them. 


tChap. v. 24. w} John iii. 22; v.14. VY Dan. ii. 17, oe John 
xiv. 13-15; xvi. 23; Acts iii, 1G 3 tive 7s Cori ve 


unlawful to be believed and practised, (i. e. what he 
bound,) was actually forbidden by God himself. 

I own myself obliged to Dr. Lightfoot for this inter- 
pretation of the true notion of binding and loosing. It 
is a noble one, and perfectly agrees with the ways of 
speaking then in use among the Jews. It is obsery- 
able that these phrases, of binding and loosing, occur 
no where in the New Testament but in St. Matthew, 
who is supposed to have written his Gospel first in 
Hebrew, from whence it was translated into Greek, and 
then the force and use of the expression will better 
appear. Dr. Wotton’s Miscell. Discourses, vol. i. p. 
309, &e., &e. 

“The phrases to ind and to loose were Jewish, and 
most frequent in their writers. It belonged only to 
the teachers among the Jews to. bind and to loose. 
When the Jews set any apart to be a preacher, they 
used these words, ‘ Take thou liberty to teach what is 
BOUND and what is Loosz.’”  Strype’s preface to the 
Posthumous Remains of Dr. Lightfoot, p. 38. 

Verse 19. Again I say unto you] The word ayuny, 
verily, is added here, in ninety-eight MSS., (many of 
which are of the greatest antiquity and importance,) 
seven editions, all the Arabic, the Slavonic, and seve- 
ral of the Itala. The taking in or leaving out such a 
word may appear to some a matter of indifference ; 
but, as I am fully convinced Jesus Christ never spoke 
a useless or a needless word, my maxim is, to omit 
not one syllable that I am convinced (from such autho- 
rity as the above) he has ever used, and to take in no- 
thing that he did not speak. It makes the passage 
much more emphatic—Again, verity I say unto you, 

Tf two of you shall a gree] Lvugwrycwc, sympho- 
mize, or harmonize. It is a metaphor taken from a 
number of musical instruments set to the same key, 
and playing the same tune: here, it means a perfect 
agreement of the hearts, desires, wishes, and voices, 
of two or more persons praying to God. It also inti- 
mates that as a number of musical instruments, skil- 
fully played, in a good concert, are pleasing to the ears 
of men, so a number of persons united together in warm, 
eamest, cordial prayer, is highly pleasing in the sight 
and ears of the Lord. Now this conjoint prayer re- 
fers, in all probability, to the dinding and loosing in 
the preceding verse; and thus we see what power 
faithful prayer has with God! 

It shall be done for them] What an encouragement 
to pray !. even to two, if there be no more disposed to 
join in this heavenly work. 

Verse 20. For where two—are gathered together 
in my name] There are many sayings among the Jews 
almost exactly similar to this, such as, Wherever even 
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On forgiwing injuries. 


XVIII. 
A. M. 4032. 


21 9 Then came Peter to him, 4,' ae 
and said, Lord, how oft shall my An. cae 
brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? ~ till seven times ? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, 
Until seven times: * but, Until seventy times 
seven. 


w Luke xvii. 4. 


xChap. vi. 14; Mark xi. 25; Col. 
li. 13. 


two persons are sitting in discourse concerning the law, 
the Divine presence is among them. See much more 
in Schoettgen. And the following, among the ancient 
Hindoos, is like unto it: “When Brahma, the Lord 
of creation, had formed mankind, and at the same time 
appointed his worship, he spoke and said, ‘ With this 
worship pray for increase, and let it be that on which 
ye shall depend for the accomplishment of all your 
wishes. With this remember God, that God may re- 
member you. Remember one another, and ye shall 
obtain supreme happiness. God, being remembered in 
worship, will grant you the enjoyment of your wishes: 
he who enjoyeth what hath been given unto him by 
God, and offereth not a portion unto him, is even as a 
thief. Know that good works come from Brahma, 
whose nature is incorruptible; wherefore, the omni- 
present Brahma 1s PRESENT IN THE worsHIP.” See 
the Bagvat Geeta, p. 45, 46. 

In my name] Seems to refer particularly to a public 
profession of Christ and his Gospel. 

There am I in the midst] None but God could 
say these words, to say them with truth, because God 
alone is every where present, and these words refer to 
his omnipresence. Wherever—suppose millions of 
assemblies were collected in the same moment, in dif- 
ferent places of the creation, (which is a very possible 
case,) this promise states that Jesus is in each of 
them. Can any, therefore, say these words, except 
that God who fills both heaven and earth? But Jesus 
says these words: ergo—Jesus is God. Let -it be 
observed, that Jesus is not among them to spy out 
their sins, or to mark down the imperfections of their 
worship ; but to enlighten, strengthen, comfort, and 
save them. 

Verse 21. Till seven times ?]|_ Though seven was 
a number of perfection among the Hebrews, and often 
meant much more than the units in it imply, yet it is, 
evident that Peter uses it here in its plain literal sense, 
as our Lord’s words sufficiently testify. It was a 
maxim among the Jews never to forgive more than 
thrice: Peter enlarges this charity more than one half; 
and our Lord makes even his enlargement septuple, 
see ver. 22. Revenge is natural to man, i. e. man is 
naturally a vindictive being, and, in consequence, no- 
thing is more difficult to him than forgiveness of injuries. 

Verse 223. Seventy times seven.| There is some- 
thing very remarkable in these words, especially if 
collated with Gen. iv. 24, where the very same words 
are used—“ If any man kill Lamecu, he shall be 
avenged seventy times seven.” The just God punishes 
sin in an exemplary manner. Sinful man, who is 
exposed to the stroke of Divine justice, should be abun- 
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Of the servant who 
A.M. 4032. 
A. D. 28. i y 
An. Olymp. heaven likened unto a certain king, 
CCl 4 which would take account of his 
servants. 

24 And when he had begun to reckon, one 
was brought unto him, which owed him ten 
thousand Y talents. ~ 

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his 
lord commanded him ? to be sold, and his wife, 
and children, and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. 

26 The servant therefore fell down, and 
*worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience 


¥ A talent is 750 ounces of silver, which, after five shillings the 
ounce, is 1871, 10s. ~2 Kings iv.1; Neh. v. 8.—— Or, be- 
sought him. 


dant in forgiveness, especially as the merciful only 
shall find mercy. See the note on chap. v. 7, and on 
vi. 14,15. The sum seventy times seven makes four 
hundred and ninety. Now an offence, properly such, 
is that which is given wantonly, maliciously, and with- 
out ANY PRovocATION. It is my opinion, that, let a 
man search ever so accurately, he will not find that 
he has received, during the whole course of his life, 
four hundred and ninety such offences. If the man 
who receives the offence has given any cause for it, in 
that case, the half of the offence, at least, towards his 
brother, ceases. 

Verse 23. Therefore is the kingdom] In respect to 
sin, cruelty, and oppression, God will proceed in the 
kingdom of heaven (the dispensation of the Gospel) as 
he did in former times; and every person shall give 
an account of himself to God. Every sin is a debt 
contracted with the justice of God; men are all God’s 
own servants; and the day is at hand in which their 
Master will settle accounts with them, inquire into 
their work, and pay them their wages. Great Judge! 
what an awful time must this be, when with multi- 
tudes nothing shall be found but sin and insolvency ! 

By servant, in the text, we are to understand, a 
petty king, or tributary prince; for no Aired servant 
could possibly owe such a sum as is here mentioned. 

Verse 24. Ten thousand talents] Mupiwy rahavtor, 
a myriad of talents, the highest number known in 
Greek arithmetical notation. An immense sum, which, 
if the silver talent be designed, amounts to 4,500,000 
sterling; but if the gold talent be meant, which is by 
far the most likely, then the amount is 67,500,000 
sterling, a sum equal to the annual revenue of the 
British empire! See the note on Exod. xxv. 34. The 
margin above is incorrect. 

Verse 25. He had not to pay] That is not being 
able to pay. As there could not be the smallest pro- 
bability that a servant, wholly dependent on his master, 
who was now absolutely insolvent, could ever pay a 
debt he had contracted of more than 67 millions !——so 
is it impossible for a sinner, infinitely indebted to Di- 
vine justice, ever to pay a mite out of the talent. 

Commanded him to be sold—his wife—children, &c.] 
Our Lord here alludes to an ancient custom among 
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ST. MATTHEW. 
23 Therefore is the kingdom of | with me, and I will pay thee 


owed ten thousand talents 


A. M. 4032. 
A. D. 28. 


all. 

27 Then the lord of that servant 
was moved. with compassion, and loosed him, 
and forgave him the debt. 

28 But the same servant went out, and found 
one of his fellow-servants, which owed him a 
hundred » pence; and he laid hands on him, 
and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me 
that thou owest. 

29 And his fellow-servant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, saying, ° Have patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all. 


b The Roman penny is the eighth part of an ounce, which, after 
fie shillings the ounce, is seven pence halfpenny, chap. xx. 2. 
¢ Psa. xxxil. 1; Ixxviii. 38. 


the Hebrews, of selling a man and his family to make 
payment of contracted debts. See Exod. xxii. 3; 
Lev. xxv. 39,47; 2 Kings iv. 1. This custom 
passed from among the Jews to the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. I have already remarked (see Gen. xlvii. 19) 
that in the Burman empire the sale of whole families, 
to discharge debts, is very common. 

Verse 26. Fell down and worshipped him] Upocexvver 
ata, crouched as a dog before him, with the greatest 
deference, submission, and anxiety. 

Have patience with me] MakpoOvunoov en’ enor, be 
long-minded towards me—give me longer space. 

The means which a sinner should use to be saved, 
are, 1. Deep humiliation of heart—he fell down. 2. 
Fervent prayer. 3. Confidence in the mercy of God 
—have patience. 4. A firm purpose to devote his soul 
and body to his Maker—ZT will pay thee all. A sinner 
tay be said, according to the economy of grace, to pay 
all, when he brings the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus to 
the throne of justice, by faith ; thus offering an equiva- 
lent for the pardon he seeks, and paying all he owes 
to Divine justice, by presenting the blood of the Lamb 

Verse 27. Moved with compassion] Or with tender 
pity. This is the source of salvation to a lost world, 
the tender pity, the eternal mercy of God. 

Verse 28. A hundred pence] Rather denarii. The 
denarius was a Roman coin, worth about seven-pence 
halfpenny English. The original word should be re- 
tained, as our word penny does not convey the seventh 
part of the meaning. A hundred denarii would amount 
to about 37. 2s. 6d. British, or, if reckoned as some 
do, at seven-pence three farthings, the sum would be 
Be. i TRG 

Took him by the throat] Kpatnoag avtov erviye. 
There is no word I am acquainted with, which so 
fully expresses the meaning of the original, exvvye, as 
the Anglo-saxon term throttle: it signified (like the 
Greek) to half choke a person, by seizing his throat. 

Verse 29. Fell down at his feet] This clause is 
wanting in several ancient MSS., versions, and fa- 
thers. Several printed editions also have omitted it ; 
Griesbach has left it out of the text. 

Pay thee all.| | avra, all, is omitted by a multitude 
of MSS., versions, and fathers. 
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How God resents cruelty CHAP. 
A. M. 4032. 


hon 30 And he would not: ¢ but went 

An. Olymp. and cast him into prison, till he 
—— should pay the debt. 

31 So when his fellow-servants saw what was 
done, they were very sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that was done. 

32 Then his lord, after that he had called 
him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I 
forgave thee all that debt, because thou de- 
Siredst me: 


4 James ii. 13.—e Luke vi. 36.—fChap. v. 25, 26; vi. 
12-14. Prov. xxi. 13; chap. vi. 12; Mark xi. 26; James ii. 


Verse 30. And he would not, &c.] To the wnmer- 
ciful, God will show no mercy; this is an eternal pur- 
pose of the Lord, which never can be changed. God 
teaches us what to do to a fellow-sinner, by what HE 
does to us. Our fellow-servant’s debt to us, and ours 
to God, are as one hundred denarii to ten thousand 
talents! When we humble ourselves before him, God 
freely forgives us all this mighty sum! And shall we 
exact from our brother recompense for the most tri- 
fling faults? Reader, if thou art of this unmerciful, 
unforgiving cast, read out the chapter. 


* All the souls that are were forfeit once, 
And he who might the ’vantage best have took, 
Found out the remedy. How would you be, 
If He, who is the top of judgment, should 
But judge you as you are? O! think on that, 
And mercy then will breathe within your lips 
Like man new made. 
Though justice be thy plea, consider this, 
That, in the course of justice, none of us 
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy ; 
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render 
The deeds of Mercy.—” 


Verse 31. His fellow-servants saw what was done] 
An act of this kind is so dishonourable to all the fol- 
lowers of Christ, and to the spirit of his Gospel, that 
through the respect they owe to their Lord and Mas- 
ter, and through the concern they feel for the pros- 
perity of his cause, they are obliged to plead against 
it at the throne of God. 

Verse 32. His lord, after that he had called him] 
Alas! how shall he appear? Confownded. What 
shall he answer? He is speechless! 

Verse 33. Shouldest not thou also have had compas- 
sion] Ovk edec kat ce, Did it not become thee also? 
What a cutting reproach! It became me to show 
mercy, when thou didst earnestly entreat me, because 
Iam menrcirun. It became thee also to have shown 
mercy, because thou wert so deep in debt thyself, and 
hadst obtained mercy. 

Verse 34. Delivered him to the tormentors] Not 
only continued captivity is here intended, but the tor- 
tures to be endured in it. Ifa person was suspected 
of fraud, as there was reason for in such a case as that 
mentioned here, he was put to very cruel tortures 
among the Asiatics, to induce him to confess. In the 
punishments of China, a great variety of these appear ; 
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XVIII. 


33 Shouldest not thou also have rahe Soi 
had compassion on thy fellow- ce Olymp. 
servant, even *as I had pity on -——— 
thee ? 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him 
to the tormentors, ‘ till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. 

35 £So likewise shall my heavenly Father do 
also unto you, if ye from your hearts * forgive 
not every one his brother their trespasses. 


and oppression in men 


13.— Mark xi. 26; Lev. xix. 18; Eph. iv.2; Col. iii. 13 
James 11. 13. 


and probably there is an allusion to such torments in 
this place. Before, he and all that he had, were only 
to be sold. Now, as he has increased his debt, so he 
has increased his punishment; he is delivered to the 
tormentors, to the horrors of a guilty conscience, and 
to a fearful looking for of fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries. But if this refers to the day 
of judgment, then the worm that dieth not, and the 
fire that is not quenched, are the tormentors. 

Verse 35. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do 
also unto you) The goodness and indulgence of God 
towards us is the pattern we should follow in our deal- 
ings with others. If we take man for our exemplar 
we shall err, because our copy is a bad one; and our 
lives are not likely to be better than the copy we imi- 
tate. Follow Christ ; be merciful as your Father who 
is in heaven is merciful. You cannot complain of the 
fairness of your copy. Reader, hast thou a child, or 
servant who has offended thee, and humbly asks for- 
giveness? Hast thou a dedtor, or a tenant, who is 
insolvent, and asks for a little longer time? And hast 
thou not forgiven that child or servant? Hast thou 
not given time to that debtor or tenant? How, then, 
canst thou ever expect to see the face of the just and 
merciful God? Thy child is banished, or kept at a 
distance ; thy debtor is thrown into prison, or thy 
tenant sold up: yet the child offered to fall at thy 
feet ; and the debtor or tenant, utterly insolvent, prayed _ 
for a little longer time, hoping God would enable him 
to pay thee all; but to these things thy stony heart and 
seared conscience paid no regard! O monster of in- 
gratitude! Scandal to human nature, and reproach to 
God! If thou canst, go hide thyself—even in hell, 
from the face of the Lord ! 

Their trespasses.| These words are properly left 
out by Grigspacu, and other eminent critics, because 
they are wanting in some of the very dest MSS., most 
of the versions, and in some of the chief of the 
fathers. The words are evidently an interpolation ; 
the construction of them is utterly improper, and the 
concord false. 

In our common method of dealing with insolvent 
debtors, we in some sort imitate the Asiatic customs : 
we put them in prison, and all their circumstances 
there are so many tormentors ; the place, the air, the 
company, the provision, the accommodations, all, all 
destructive to comfort, to peace, to health, and to every 
thing that humanity can devise. If the person be poor, 
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The Pharisees inquire of 


or comparatively poor, is his imprisonment likely to lead 
him to discharge his debt? His creditor may rest assured 
that he is now farther from his object than ever: the 
man had no other way of discharging the debt but by 
his Jabour ; that is now impossible, through his confine- 
ment, and the creditor is put to a certain expense towards 
his maintenance. How foolish is this policy! And how 
much do such laws stand in need of revision and 
amendment! Imprisonment for debt, in such a case 
as that supposed above, can answer no other end than 
the gratification of the malice, revenge, or inhumanity 
of the creditor. Better sell all that he has, and, with 
his hands and feet untied, let him begin the world 
afresh. Dr. Dodd very feelingly inquires here, 
‘“ Whether rigour in exacting temporal debts, in treat- 
ing without mercy such as are unable to satisfy them 
—whether this can be allowed to a Christian, who is 
bound to imitate his God and Father? ‘To a debtor, 


ST. MATTHEW. 


Jesus concerning divorce 


who can expect forgiveness only on the condition of 
forgiving others? To a servant, who should obey 
his Master ’—and to a criminal, who is in daily ex- 
pectation of his Judge and final sentence?” Little did 
he think, when he wrote this sentence, that himself 
should be a melancholy proof, not only of human 
weakness, but of the relentless nature of those laws 
by which property, or rather money, is guarded. The 
unfortunate Dr. Dodd was hanged for forgery, in 1777, 
and the above note was written only seven years 
before ! 

The unbridled and extravagant appetites of men 
sometimes require a rigour even beyond the law te 
suppress them. While, then, we learn lessons of hu- 
manity from what is before us, let us also learn lessons 
of prudence, sobriety, and moderation. The parable 
of the two debtors is blessedly calculated to give this 
information. 


CHAPTER XIX. 


Jesus leaves Galilee, and comes into the coasts of Judea, and is followed by great multitudes, whom he heats, 


15 2: 
ed, 3-9. 
eunuchs, 11, 12. 
who wished to obtain eternal life, 16-22. 


The question of the Pharisees concerning divorce answered, and the doctrine of marriage explavn- 
The inquiry of the disciples on this subject, 10. 
Tuttle children brought to Christ for his blessing, 13-15. The case of the young man 
Our Lord’s reflections on this case, in which he shows the dif- 


Our Lord’s answer, explaining the case of 


culty of a rich man’s salvation, 23-26. What they shall possess who have left all for Christ’s sake and 
y uy) Pp 


the Gospel, 27-29. 


fbeoeedid ND it came to pass, * that when 
An. Olymp. Jesus had finished these say- 


me Ged ings, he departed from Galilee, and 


came into the coasts of Judea beyond Jordan. 
2 » And great multitudes followed him ; and 
he healed them there. 


a Mark x. 1; John x. 40.—» Chap. xii. 15. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIX. . 

Verse 1. Beyond Jordan] Or, by the side of Jordan. 
Matthew begins here to give an account of Christ’s 
journey (the only one he mentions) to Jerusalem, a 
little before the passover, at which he was crucified. 
See Mark x. 1; Luke ix. 51. 

Jesus came from Galilee (which lay to the north of 
Judea) into the coasts of Judea; and from thence, in 
his way to Jerusalem, he went through Jericho, (chap. 
xx. 17,29,) which lay at the distance of sixty fur- 
longs, or seven miles and a half from Jordan, to the 
western side of it. See Joseph. war, book iv. chap. 
8. sect. 3. It seems, therefore, most probable, that 
the course of Christ’s journey led him by the side of 
the river Jordan, not beyond it. That the Greek word 
mepav, especially with a genitive case as here, has 
sometimes this signification, see on John vi. 22; see 
also Bp. Pearce. 

Verse 2. Great multitudes followed him] Some to 
be instructed—some to be healed—some through cu- 
riosity—and some to ensnare him. 

Verse 3. Tempting him] Trying what answer he 
would give to a question, which, however decided by 
him, would expose him to censure. 
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How many of the first shall be last, and the last first, 30. 


3 9 The Pharisees also came unto ere 


him, tempting him, and saying unto An. Olymp. 
: ; CCIL. 1. 
him, Is it lawful for a man to put -.—-2 
away his wife for every cause ? 
4 And he answered and said unto them, 
Have ye not read, ° that he which made them 


© Gen. i. 27; v. 2; Mal. ii. 15. 


Is it lawful—for every cause ?| Instead of actiay, 
fault, cause, reason, three MSS. and the Coptic ver- 
sion read apaptiav, sin or transgression: this was 
probably the original reading—the first syllable being 
lost, aptvav alone would remain, which a subsequent 
transcriber would suppose to be a mistake for actiav, 
and so wrote it: hence this various reading. What 
made our Lord’s situation at present so critical in re- 
spect to this question was: At this time there were 
two famous divinity and philosophical schools among 
the Jews, that of SHammat, and that of Hinuen. On 
the question of divorce, the school of Shammai main- 
tained, that a man could not legally put away his wife, 
except for whoredom. 'The school of Hillel taught 
that a man might put away his wife for a multitude of 
other causes, and when she did not find grace in his 
sight ; i. e. when he saw any other woman that pleased 
him better. See the case of Josephus, mentioned in 
the note on chap. v. 30, and Calmet’s Comment, vol. i. 
part ii. p. 379. By answering the question, not from 
Shammai or Hillel, but from Moses, our blessed Lord 
defeated their malice, and confounded their devices. 

Verse 4. He which made them at the beginning] 
When Adam and Eve were the first of human kind. 

1 


The question concerning divorce 


CHAP. 


J 


5 And said, 4 For this cause shall 
aman leave father and mother, and shall cleave 
to his wife : and © they twain shall be one flesh? 

6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but 


4 Gen. ii. 24; Mark x. 5-9; Eph. v. 31.——® 1 Cor. vi. 16; vii. 2. 


Made them male and female] Merely through the 
design of matrimonial union, that the earth might be 
thus peopled. To answer a case of conscience, a man 
should act as Christ does here ; pay no regard to that 
which the corruption of manners has introduced into 
Divine ordinances, but go back to the original wl, 
purpose, and institution of God. Christ will never 
accommodate his morality to the times, nor to the in- 
clinations of men. What was done at the beginning 
is what God judged most worthy of his glory, most 
profitable for man, and most suitable to nature. 

Verse 5. For this cause] Being created for this very 
purpose, that they might glorify their Maker in a 
matrimonial connection. A man shall leave (katarenpat, 
wholly give up) both father and mother—the matri- 
monial union being more intimate and binding than 
even paternal or filial affection ;—and shall be closely 
united, xpockoAdAndnoeta, shall be firmly cemented to 
his wife. A beautiful metaphor, which most forcibly 
intimates that nothing but death can separate them: 
as a well-glued board will break sooner in the whole 
wood, than in the glued joint. So also the Hebrew 
word p37 debak implies. 

And they twain shall be one flesh 2} Not only mean- 
ing, that they should be considered as one body, but 
also as two souls in one body, with a complete union 
of interests, and an indissoluble partnership of life and 
fortune, comfort and support, desires and inclinations, 
joys and sorrows. Farther, it appears to me, that the 
words in Gen. ii. 24, 148 (wa) lebasar achad, for 
one flesh, which our Lord literally translates, mean 
also, that children, compounded as it were of both, 
should be the product of the matrimonial connection. 
Thus, they two (man and woman) shall be for the pro- 
ducing of one flesh, the very same kind of human 
creature with themselves. See the note on Gen. ii. 24. 

Verse 6. What therefore God hath joined together] 
Suvevevter, yoked together, as oxen in the plough, where 
each must pull equally, in order to bring it on. Among 
the ancients, when persons were newly married, they 
put a yoke upon their necks, or chains upon their arms, 
to show that they were to be one, closely united, and 
pulling equally together in all the concerns of life. See 
Kypxe in loco, 

The finest allegorical representation of the marriage 
union I have met with, is that antique gem represent- 
ing the marriage of Cupid and Psyche, in the collec- 
tion of the duke of Marlborough: it may be seen also 
among Baron Stoch’s gems, and casts or copies of it 
in various other collections. 1. Both are represented 
as winged, to show the alacrity with which the hus- 
band and wife should help, comfort and support each 
other; preventing, as much as possible, the expressing 
of a wish or want on either side, by fulfilling it before 


XIX. 


one flesh. What therefore God hath 4,™M. 4033. 
jomed together, let not man put An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 
asunder. mere 
7 They say unto him, f Why did Moses then 
command to give a writing of divorcement, and 
to put her away? 


answered by our Lord. 


f Deut. xxiv. 1; chap. v. 31; Mark x. 4; Luke xvi. 18. 


it can be expressed. 2. Both are veiled, to show that 
modesty is an inseparable attendant on pure matrimo- 
nial connections. 3. Hymen or Marriage goes before 
them with a lighted torch, leading them by a chain, of 
which each has a hold, to show that they are united 
together, and are bound to each other, and that they 
are led to this by the pure flame of love, which at the 
same instant both enlightens and warms them. 4. This 
chain is not tron nor brass, (to intimate that the mar- 
rlage union is a state of thraldom or slavery,) but it is 
a chain of pearls, to show that the union is precious, 
beautiful, and delightful. 5. They hold a dove, the 
emblem of conjugal fidelity, which they appear to em- 
brace affectionately, to show that they are faithful to 
each other, not merely through duty, but by affection, 
and that this fidelity contributes to the happiness of 
their lives. 6. A winged Cupid, or Love, is repre- 
sented as having gone before them, preparing the nup- 
tial feast; to intimate that active affections, warm 
and cordial love, are to be to them a continual source 
of comfort and enjoyment ; and that this is the enter- 
tainment they are to meet with at every step of their 
affectionate lives. 7. Another Cupid, or genius of 
love comes behind, and places on their heads a basket 
of ripe fruits; to intimate that a matrimonial union 
of this kind will generally be blessed with children, 
who shall be as pleasing to all their senses as ripe and 
delicious fruits to the smell and taste. 8. The genius 
of love that follows them has his wings shrivelled up, 
or the feathers all curled, so as to render them utterly 
unfit for fight ; to intimate that love is to abide with 
them, that there is to be no separation in affection, but 
that they are to continue to love one another with pure 
hearts fervently. Thus love begins and continues this 
sacred union; as to end, there can be none, for God 
hath yoked them together. 

A finer or more expressive set of emblems has 
never, I believe, been produced, even by modern refined 
taste and ingenuity. This group of emblematical 
figures is engraved upon an onyx by Tryphon, an an- 
cient Grecian artist. A fine drawing was made of 
this by Cypriani, and was engraved both by Bartolozzt 
and Sherwin. See one of these plates in the second 
volume of Bryant’s Analysis of Ancient Mythology, 
page 392. 

Verse 7. Why did Moses then command to give a 
writing of divorcement ?] It is not an unusual case for 
the impure and unholy to seek for a justification of 
their conduct from the law of God itself, and to wrest 
Scripture to their own destruction. I knew a gentle- 
man, so called, who professed deep reverence for the 
sacred writings, and, strange as it may appear, was 
outwardly irreproachable in every respect but one ; that 
was, he kept more women than his wife. This man 
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Why Moses suffered the 


A, M. 4033. 8 He saith unto them, Moses, be- 
An. Olymp. cause of the hardness of your hearts, 

suffered you to put away your 
wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 


9 ¢ And I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except 2 be for fornication, 
and shall marry another, committeth adultery : 
and whoso marrieth her which is put away 
doth commit adultery. 

& Chap. v. 32; 1 Cor. vii. 


Mark x. 11; Luke xvi. 18; 
10, 11. 


T. MATTHEW. 


Israelites to divorce their wives. 


10 His disciples say unto him, ee 


h If the case of the man be so with = he 
his wife, it is not good to marry. — 

11 But he said unto them, ‘ All men cannot 
receive this saying, save they to whom it is 
given. 

12 For there are some eunuchs, which were 
so born from their mother’s womb: and there 
are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs 


hGen. ii. 18; Prov. xxi. 9, 19; 1 Cor. vii. 29, 40.— 1 Cor. 
vii. 2, 7, 9, 17. 


frequently read the Bible, and was particularly conver- 
sant with those places that spoke of or seemed to 
legalize the polygamy of the patriarchs ! 

A writing of divorcement] See the form of it in 
the note on chap. v. 31. 

Verse 8. Moses, because of the hardness of your 
hearts| It is dangerous to tolerate the least evil, though 
prudence itself may require it: because toleration, in 
this case, raises itself insensibly into permission, and 
permission soon sets up for command. Moses per- 
ceived that if divorce were not permitted, in many cases, 
the women would be exposed to great hardships 
through the cruelty of their husbands: for so the 
word oxAnpoxapoca, is understood in this place by some 
learned men. 

From the beginning it was not so] The Jews named 
the books of the law from the first word in each. 
Genesis they always term Bereshith, W132, which is 
the first word in it, and signifies, In the beginning. It 
is probable that our Lord speaks in this way here, Jn 
Bereshith it was not so, intimating that the account 
given in Genesis is widely different. There was no 
divorce between Eve and Adam; nor did he or his 
family practise polygamy. But our Lord, by the begin- 
ning, may mean the original intention or design. 

Verse 9. Except it be for fornication] See on chap. 
v. 33. The decision of our Lord must be very un- 
pleasant to these men: the reason why they wished to 
put away their wives was, that they might take others 
whom they liked better; but our Lord here declares 
that they could not be remarried while the divorced 
person was alive, and that those who did marry, during 
the life of the divorced, were adulterers ; and heavy 
judgments were denounced, in their law, against such : 
and as the question was not settled by the schools of 
Shammai and Hillel, so as to ground national practice 
on it ; therefore they were obliged to abide by the posz- 
tive declaration of the law, as it was popularly under- 
stood, till these eminent schools had proved the word 
had another meaning. ‘The grand subject of dispute 
between the two schools, mentioned above, was the 
word in Deut. xxiv. 1, When a man hath taken a wife 
—and she find no grace in his sight, because of some 
UNCLEANNESS, N)p eruath :—this the school of Sham- 
mai held to mean whoredom or adultery; but the 
school of Hillel maintained that it signified any corporeal 
defect, which rendered the person deformed, or any bad 
temper which made the husband’s life uncomfortable. 
Any of the latter a good man might bear with ; but it 
appears that Moses permitted the offended husband to 

190 


put away the wife on these accounts, merely to save 
her from cruel usage. 

In this discourse, our Lord shows that marriage, 
(except in one case,) is indissoluble, and should be so: 
Ist, By Divine institution, ver. 4. 2dly, By express 
commandment, ver. 5. 3dly, Because the married 
couple become one and the same person, ver. 6. Athly, 
By the example of the first pair, ver. 8; and 5thly. 
Because of the ev:l consequent on separation, ver. 9. 
The importance of this subject will, I hope, vindicate 
or excuse, the length of these notes. 

Verse 10. If the case of the man] Tov avOparov, 
of a husband, so J think the word should be translated 
here. The Codex Beze, Armenian, and most of the 
Itala, have tov avdpocg, which, perhaps, more properly 
signifies a husband, though both words are used in this 
sense. 

Our word husband comes from the Anglo-Saxon, 
hus and band: the bond of the house, anciently spelt 
housebond,—so in my old MS. Bible. It is a lament- 
able case when the husband, instead of being the bond 
and wnion of the family, scatters and ruins it by dissi- 
pation, riot, and excess. 

It is not good to marry.|] That is, if a man have 
not the liberty to put away his wife when she is dis- 
pleasing to him. God had said, Gen. ii. 18, It is not 
good for man to be alone, i. e. unmarried. The dis- 
ciples seem to say, that if the husband have not the 
power to divorce his wife when she is displeasing to 
him, it is not good for him to marry. Here was a flat 
contradiction to the decision of the Creator. There are 
difficulties and trials in all states; but let marriage 
and celibacy be weighed fairly, and I am persuaded the 
former will be found to have fewer than the latter. 
However, before we enter into an engagement which 
nothing but death can dissolve, we had need to act 
cautiously, carefully consulting the wil and word of 
God. Where an unbridled passion, or a base love of 
money, lead the way, marriage is sure to be miserable 

Verse 11. All—cannot receive this saying] A very 
wise answer, and well suited to the present circum 
stances of the disciples. Neither of the states is con- 
demned. If thou marry, thou dost well—this is 
according to the order, will, and commandment of God. 
But if thou do not marry, (because of the present 
necessity, persecution, worldly embarrassments, or 
bodily infirmity,) thou dost better. See 1 Cor. vii. 25. 

Verse 12. Hunuchs] Evvovyoc, from evyyy exewy, to 
have the care of the bed or bedchamber ; this being the 
principal employment of ewnuchs in the eastern coun- 
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Little children 


*- of men: and «there be eunuchs, 
a Oia. which have made themselves eu- 
nuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s 
sake. He that is able to receive it, let him 
recelve 2. 

13 4 * Then were there brought unto him 
little children, that he should put has hands on 
them, and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. 

14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and 


E1 Cor. vii. 32, 34; ix. 5, 15—! Mark x. 13; Luke xviii. 15. 


tries, particularly in the apartments of queens and prin- 
cesses. These are they whom our Lord says are 
“made eunuchs by men, merely for the above purpose. 

So born from their mether’s womb] Such as are 
naturally incapable of marriage, and consequently 
should not contract any. 

For the kingdom of heaven’s sake.| I believe our 
Lord here alludes to the case of the Essrnes, one of 
the most holy and pure sects among the Jews. These 
abstained from all commerce with women, hoping 
thereby to acquire a greater degree of purity, and be 
better fitted for the kingdom of God: children they 
had none of their own, but constantly adopted those of 
poor people, and brought them up in their own way. 
Puito, Josepuus, and Puiny have largely described 
this very singular sect; and Dean Pripraux, with his 
usual fidelity and perspicuity, has given the substance 
of what each has said. Connex. vol. iii. p. 483, &c.; 
edit. 1725. The account is very interesting, and well 
worthy the attention of every Christian. Among the 
rabbins we find these different kinds of eunuchs, not 
only mentioned, but circumstantially described, MH OD 
saris chama, eunuchs of the sun, i. e. eunuchs by the 
hand of God; men born impotent. DIN DD saris 
Adam, eunuchs of men, those who were castrated. 
And they add a third sort; those who make themselves 
eunuchs, abstain from marriage, &c., that they may 
give themselves up to the study of the Divine law. 
See many examples in Schoetigen. 

He that is able to recewe| Xwpew yoperto. These 
words are variously translated : he who can take, let 
him take it; comprehend, let him comprehend it: 
admit, let him admit it. The meaning seems to be, 
Let the man who feels himself capadle of embracing 
this way of life, embrace it; but none can do it but 
he to whom it is given, who has it as a gift from his 
mother’s womb. 

The great Oricen, understanding the latter clause 
of this verse (which I have applied to the Essenes) 
literally—O human weakness !—went, and literally 
fulfilled it on himself! 

Verse 13. Then were there brought unto him little 
children} These are termed by Luke, chap. xvii. 15, 
ra Bpedn, infants, very young children; and it was on 
thas account, probably, that the disciples rebuked the 
parents, thinking them too young to receive good. 
See on Mark x. 16. 

That he should put his hands] It was a common 
custom among the Jews to lay their hands on the heads 
of those whom they blessed, or for whom they prayed. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


brought to Christ 


forbid them not, to come unto me; 4,M; 4033. 


for ™of such is the kingdom of An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 
heaven. Oo 

15 And he laid his hands on them, and de- 
parted thence. 

16 {" And behold, one came and _ said 
unto him, ° Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal 
life ? 


m Chap. xviii. 3. 


0 Mark x. 17; Luke xviii. 18. o Luke x. 25. 


This seems to have been done by way of dedication or 
consecration to God—the person being considered as 
the sacred property of God ever after. Often God 
added a testimony of his approbation, by communicat- 
ing some extraordinary influence of the Holy Spirit. 
This rite has been long practised among Christians, 
when persons are appointed to any sacred office. But 
this consecration of children to God seems to have 
grown out of use. It is no wonder that the great mass 
of children are so wicked, when so few are put under 
the care of Christ by humble, praying, believing parents. 
Let every parent that fears God bring up his children 
in that fear; and, by baptism, let each be dedicated to 
the holy trinity. Whatever is solemnly consecrated 
to God abides under his protection and blessing. 

Verse 14. Of such is the kingdom of heaven.| Or, 
the kingdom of heaven is composed of such. This ap- 
pears to be the best sense of the passage, and utterly 
ruins the whole inhuman diabolic system of what is 
ealled non-elect infants’ damnation; a doctrine which 
must have sprung from Moloch, and can only be de- 
fended by a heart in which he dwells. A great part 
of God’s kingdom is composed of such literally ; and 
those only who resemble little children shall be received 
into it: see on chap. xviii. 3. Christ loves little chil- 
dren because he loves simplicity and innocence ; he 
has sanctified their very age by passing through it him- 
self—the holy Jesus was once a little chald. 

Verse 15. He—departed thence.| That is, from 
that part of Judea which was beyond Jordan, ver. 1 ; 
and then went to Jericho. See chap. xx. 29. 

Verse 16. One came] Instead of ec one, several 
MSS., the Slavonic version, and Hilary, read veaviokoc 
Tle, a certain young man. 

Good, &c.} Much instruction may be had from 
seriously attending to the conduct, spirit, and question 
of this person. 1. He came running, (Mark x. 17,) 
for he was deeply convinced of the importance of his 
business, and seriously determined to seek so as to find. 

2. He kneeled, or caught him by the knees, thus 
evidencing his humility, and addressing himself only 
to mercy. See chap. xvii. 14. 

3. He came in the spirit of a disciple, or scholar, 
desiring to be taught a matter of the utmost importance 
to him—G'ood teacher. 

4. He came in the spirit of obedience ; he had work- 
ed hard to no purpose, and he is still willing to work, 
provided he can have a prospect of succeeding— What 
good thing shall I do? 

5. His question was the most interesting and ims 
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The question of the 


. M. 4033. sal i 
See iat And he said unto him, Why 


An. Olymp. callest thou me good? there ts none 
ee good but one, that ts God: but if 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. ; 

18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, 
P Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not com- 


p Exod. xx. 13; Deut. v. 17——4 Chap. xv. 4.—— Lev. xix. 


portant that any soul can ask of God—How shall I be 
saved ? 

Verse 17. Why callest thou me good?) Or, Why 
’ dost thow question me concerning that good thing? te 
pe epwtac Tept Tov ayafov. ‘This important reading is 
found in BDL, three others, the Coptic, Sahidic, Ar- 
menian, Ethiopic, latter Syriac, Vulgate, Saxon, all 
the Itala but one, Origen, Eusebius, Cyril, Dionysius 
Areop., Antiochus, Novatian, Jerome, Augustin, and 
Juvencus. Hrasmus, Grotius, Mill, and Bengel ap- 
prove of this reading. This authority appears so de- 
cisive to Griesbach that he has received this reading 
into the text of his second edition, which in the first 
he had interlined. And instead of, None is good but 
the one God, he goes on to read, on nearly the same 
respectable authorities, ev¢ ecu 0 ayaboc, There is one 
who is good. Let it be observed also that, in the 16th 
verse, instead of didacxare ayabe, good teacher, didac- 
cade only is read by BDL, one other, one Evangelist- 
arium, the Ethiopic, three of the Itala, Origen, and 
Hilary. The whole passage therefore may be read 
thus: O teacher! what good thing shall I do that I 
may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why 
dost thou question me concerning that good thing ? 
There is one that is good. (Or he who is good is one.) 
But if thou art willing to enter into that life, keep the 
commandments. ‘This passage, as it stood in the com- 
mon editions, has been considered by some writers as 
an incontrovertible proof against the Divinity or God- 
head of Christ. A very learned person, in his note 
on this place, thus concludes concerning it: ‘“ There- 
fore our Saviour cannot be Gop: and the notion of, I 
know not what, a ¢rinity in unity, THREE Gods in onr, 
is here proved beyond all controversy, by the unequi- 
vocal declaration of Jesus CurisT HIMSELF, to be ER- 
RONEOUS and impossiBLE.” Notso. One of the great- 
est critics in Europe, not at all partial to the Godhead 
of Christ, has admitted the above readings into his text, 
on evidence which he judged to be unexceptionable. 
If they be the true readings, they destroy the whole 
doctrine built on this text; and indeed the-utmost that 
the enemies of the trinitarian doctrine can now expect 
from their formidable opponents, concerning this. text, 
is to leave it neuter. 

Keep the commandments.) From this we may learn 
that God’s great design, in giving his law to the Jews, 
was to lead them to the expectation and enjoyment of 
eternal life. But as all the law referred to Christ, and 
he became the end of the law for righteousness (justi- 
fication) to all that believe, so he is to be received, in 
order to have the end accomplished which the law 
proposed, 

Verse 18. Thou shalt do no murder, &c.] 
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young man answered. 


mit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, 4,™: 403. 


Thou shalt not bear false wit- es Dyno. 
ness, route ae 
19 4 Honour thy father and thy mother: 
and, *Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 

20 The young man saith unto him, All these 


18; chap. xxii. 39; Rom. xiii. 9; Gal. v. 14; James ii. 8. 


some say these commandments are not binding on us. 
Vain, deceived men! Can a murderer, an adulterer, 
a thief, and a liar enter into eternal life? No. The 
God of purity and justice has forbidden it. But we 
are not to keep these commandments in order to pur-. 
chase eternal life. Right. Neither Jesus Christ, nor 
his genuine messengers, say you are. To save your 
souls, Christ must save you from your sins, and enable 
you to walk before him in newness of life. 

Verse 19. Honour thy father and thy mother] Zov 
thy, is omitted by almost every MS. of respectability. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.| Self-love, 
as it is generally called, has been grievously declaimed 
against, even by religious people, as a most pernicious 
and dreadful evil. But they have not understood the 
subject on which they spoke. ‘They have denominated 


that intense propensity which unregenerate men feel 


to gratify their carnal appetites and vicious passions, 
self-love ; whereas it might be more properly termed 
self-hatred or self-murder. If I am to love my neigh- 
bour as myself, and this “love worketh no ill to its 
neighbour,” then self-Jove, in the sense in which our 
Lord uses it, is something excellent. It is properly a 
disposition essential to our nature, and inseparable from 
our being, by which we desire to be happy, by which 
we seek the happiness we have not, and rejoice in it 
when we possess it. In a word, it is a uniform wish 
of the soul to avoid all evil, and to enjoy all good. 
Therefore, he who is wholly governed by self-love, pro- 
perly and Scripturally speaking, will devote his whole 
soul to God, and earnestly and constantly seek all his 
peace, happiness, and salvation in the enjoyment of 
God. But self-love cannot make me happy. I am 
only the subject which receives the happiness, but am 
not the odject that constitutes this happiness; for it is 
that object, properly speaking, that [ love, and love not 
only for its own sake, but also for the sake of the hap- 
piness which I enjoy through it. ‘No man,” saith 
the apostle, ‘ever hated his own flesh.” But he that 
sinneth against God wrongeth his own soul, both of 
present and eternal salvation, and is so far from being 
governed by self-love that he is the implacable enemy 
of his best and dearest interests in both worlds. 

Verse 20. All these have J kept] I have made these 
precepts the rule of my life. ‘There is a difference 
worthy of notice between this and our Lord’s word. 
He says, ver. 17, rypyoov, keep, earnestly, diligently, 
as with watch and ward; probably referring not only 
to the letter but to the spurit. The young man mo- 
destly says, all these (edvaata) have I observed; I 
have paid attention to, and endeavoured to regulate my 
conduct by-them. I have kept them in custody. 

From my youth] Several MSS., versions, and fa- 

1 


It ws difficult for a rich 
AM. 4039. things have kept from my youth 


An Symp up: what lack I yet? 

: 21 Jesus said unto him, If thou 
wilt be perfect, * go and sell that thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 

22 But when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had 
great possessions. 

23 9% Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 


s Chap. vi. 20; Luke xii. 33; xvi. 9; Acts ii. 45; iv. 3153555 
1 Tim. vi. 18, 19. 


thers, leave out these words. Grotius and Mill approve 
of the omission, and Griesbach leaves them in the text 
with a note of suspicion. Perhaps the young man 
meant no more than that he had in general observed 
them, and considered them of continual obligation. 

What lack I yet?] He felt a troubled conscience, 
and a mind unassured of the approbation of God; and 
he clearly perceived that something was wanting to 
make him truly happy. 

Verse 21. If thou wilt be perfect] Terewoc evvat, 
To be complete, to have the business finished, and all 
hinderances to thy salvation removed, go and sell that 
thou hast—go and dispose of thy possessions, to which 
it is evident his heart was too much attached, and give 
to the poor—for thy goods will be a continual snare to 
thee if thou keep them; and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven—the loss, if it ean be called such, shall be 
made amply up to thee in that eternal life about which 
thou inquirest ; and come and follow me—be my dis- 
ciple, and I will appoint thee to preach the kingdom 
of God to others. This was the usual call which 
Christ gave to his disciples. See Matt. iv. 19; viii. 
22; ix. 9; Mark i. 14; and it is pretty evident, from 
this, that he intended to make him a preacher of his 
salvation. How many, by their attachment to filthy 
lucre, have lost the honour of becoming or continuing 
ambassadors for the Most High! See on Mark x. 21. 

Verse 22. Went away sorrowful] Men undergo 
great agony of mind while they are in suspense be- 
tween the love of the world and the love of their souls. 
When the first absolutely predominates, then they 
enjoy a factitious rest through a false peace: when 
the latter has the upper hand, then they possess true 
tranquillity of mind, through that peace of God that 
passeth knowledge. 

He had great possessions.] And what were these 
in comparison of peace of conscience, and mental rest? 
Besides, he had unequivocal proof that these contri- 
buted nothing to his comfort, for he is now miserable 
even while he possesses them! And so will every 
soul be, who puts worldly good in the place of the su- 
preme God. See on Mark x. 22. 

Verse 23. A rich man shall hardly enter] That 
is, into the spirit and privileges of the Gospel in this 
world, and through them into the kingdom of glory. 
Earthly riches are a great obstacle to salvation ; be- 
cause it is almost impossible to possess them, and not 


CHAP. XIX. 


man to enter into heaven. 


Verily I say unto you, That ta 4,M. 4033. 
rich man shall hardly enter into the An. Olymp. 
kingdom of heaven. ely 

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God. 

25 When his disciples heard 7t, they were 
exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be 
saved ? 


tChap. xiii. 22; Mark x. 24; 1 Cor. i. 26; 1 Tim. 
vi. 9, 10. 


world have not the love of the Father inthem. 1 John 
ii. 15. ‘To be rich, therefore, is in general a great 
misfortune; but what rich man can be convinced of 
this? It is only God himself who, by a miracle of 
mercy, can do this. Christ himself affirms the diffi- 
culty of the salvation of a rich man, with an oath, ve- 
rily ; but who of the rich either hears or believes him! 

Verse 24. A camel] Instead of kaundov, camel, 
six MSS. read xaysAov, cable, a mere gloss inserted 
by some who did not know that the other was a pro- 
verb common enough among the people of the east. 

There is an expression similar to this in the Koran. 
‘©The impious, who in his arrogance shall accuse our 
doctrine of falsity, shall find the gates of heaven shut : 
nor shall he enter there tll a camel shall pass through 
the eye of a needle. It is thus that we shall recom- 
pense the wicked.” Al Koran. Surat vil. ver. 37. 

It was also a mode of expression common among 
the Jews, and signified a thing impossible. Hence 
this proverb: A camel in Media dances in a cabe; a 
measure which held about three pints. Again, No 
man sees a palm tree of gold, nor an elephant passing 
through the eye of a needle. Because these are im- 
possible things. ‘“ Rabbi Shesheth answered Rabbi 
Amram, who had advanced an absurdity, Perhaps thou 
art one of the Pambidithians who can make an elephant 
pass through the eye of a needle; that is, says the 
Aruch, ‘who speak things zmpossible.’” See Lightfoot 
and Schoettgen on this place. 

Go through] But instead of dveAfewv, about eighty 
MSS. with several versions and fathers, have evceAGevy, 
to enter in; but the difference is of little importance 
in an English translation, though of some consequence 
to the elegance of the Greek text. 

Verse 25. Who can be saved?] The question of 
the disciples seemed to intimate that most people were 
rich, and that therefore scarcely any could be saved. 
They certainly must have attached a different mean- 
ing to what constitutes a rich man, to what we in ge- 
neral do. Who is a rich man in our Lord’s sense of 
the word? ‘This is a very important question, and 
has not, that I know of, been explicitly answered. A 
rich man, in my opinion, is not one who has so many 
hundreds or thousands more than some of his neigh- 
bours; but is one who gets more than is necessary to 
supply all his own wants, and those of his household, 
and keeps the residue still to himself, though the poor 


to set the heart upon them; and they who love the [are starving through lack of the necessaries of life, 


Vou. I. C135) 
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A. M. 4033. : 
Koa oo, 26 But Jesus beheld them, and 


An. Olymp. said unto them, With men this is 
eee impossible; but "with God all 
things are possible. 

27 % Y Then answered Peter and said unto 
him, Behold, “ we have forsaken all, and fol- 
lowed thee ; what shall we have therefore ? 

28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, That ye which have followed me, 


in the regeneration, when the Son of man shall 


uGen. xviii. 14; Job xlii. 2; Jer. xxxii. 17; Zech. vil. 6; 
Luke i. 37 ; xviii. 27. Vv Mark x. 28; Luke xvii. 28. w Deut. 
xxxili. 9; chap. iv. 20; Luke vy. 11. 


In a word, he is a man who gets all he can, saves all 
he can, and keeps all he has gotten. Speak, reason! 
Speak, conscience! (for God has already spoken) 
Can such a person enter into the kingdom of God ? 
ALL NOW 

Verse 26. With men this is impossible] God alone 
can take the love of the world out of the human heart. 
Therefore the salvation of the rich is represented as 
possible only to him: and indeed the words seem to 
intimate, that it requires more than common exertions 
of Omnipotence to save a rich man. 

Verse 27. We have forsaken all] ‘A poor all,” 
says one, “a parcel of rotten nets.” No matter— 
they were their ati, whether rotten or sound; be- 
sides, they were the all they got their bread by ; and 
such an all as was quite sufficient for that purpose : 
and let it be observed, that that man forsakes much 
who réservés nothing to himself, and renounces all 
expectations from this world, taking God alone for his 
portion. See chap. iv. 20. 

To forsake all, without following Christ, is the vir- 
tue of a philosopher. To follow Christ in profession, 
without forsaking all, is the state of the generality of 
Christians. But to follow Christ and forsake all, is 
the perfection of a Christian. 

What shall we have therefore?) Tu apa ecar new, 
What rewarp shall we get? This Kypke proves to 
be the meaning of the words from some of the best 
Greek writers. 

Verse 28. Ye which have followed me, in the rege- 
neration, when the Son of man shall sit in the throne 
of his glory, &c.] The punctuation which I have ob- 
served here, is that which is followed by the most 
eminent critics: the regeneration is thus referred to 
the tame when Jesus shall sit on the throne of his 
glory, and not to the time of following him, which is 
utterly improper. 

The regeneration, madtyyeveoia. Some refer this 
to the time in which the new heavens and the new 
earth shall be created, and the soul and body united. 
The Pythagoreans termed that madryyeveova, when, 
according to their doctrine of the transmigration or 
metempsychosis, the soul entered into a new body, 
and got into a new stale of being. Clement, in his 
Fpistle to the Corinthians, calls the restoration of the 
world, after the deluge, by the same name. 


Judging the twelve tribes} From the parallel place, | the Jirst, the chief, 
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who follow Christ. 


sit in the throne of his glory, *ye 4, M 438 


also shall sit upon twelve thrones, An, Olymp. 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. = 

29 ¥ And every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive a hundied-fold, and 
shall inherit everlasting life. 

30 * But many that are first shall be last ; 
and the last shall be first. — 


x Chap. xx. 21; Luke xxii. 28, 29, 30; 1 Cor. vi. 2,3; Rev. 
ul. 26. y Mark x. 29, 30; Luke xviii. 29, 30. z Chap. xx. 
16; xxi. 31, 32; Mark x. 31; Luke xin. 30. 


Luke xxii. 28-30, it is evident that sitting on thrones, 
and judging the twelve tribes, means simply obtaining 
eternal salvation, and the distinguishing privileges of 
the kingdom of glory, by those who continued faithful 
to Christ in his sufferings and death. 

Judging, xpwovtes. Kypke has shown that xpeveobat 
is to be understood in the sense of governing, presid- 
ing, holding the first or most distinguished place.— 
Thus, Gen. xlix. 16, Dan shall supeE his people, i. e. 
shall preside in, or rule over them; shall occupy a 
chief place among the tribes. It is well known that 
the Judges among the Jews were moderators, captains, 
chief, or head men. The sense therefore of our Lord’s 
words appears to be, that these disciples should have 
those distinguished seats in glory which seem to belong 
peculiarly to the first confessors and martyrs. See 
1 Thess. iv. 14, 16, and particularly Rev. xx. 4-6. 

The last-quoted passage brings into view the doc- 
trine of the Millennium, when Jesus, after having form- 
ed the new heavens and the new earth, shall reign here 
gloriously among his ancients 365,000 years; for the 
thousand years referred to above are certainly pro- 
phetical years, in which, it is well known, each day 
stands for ia year. 

Others, of no mean note, are of opinion that the re-- 
generation means the conversion of men by the preach- 
ing of the Gospel—that sitting on twelve thrones sig- 
nifies the state of eminent dignity to which the apos- 
tles should be raised—and that judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel, means no more than exercising autho- 
rity in the Church, and dispensing laws to the people 
of God. But I confess I do not see the propriety of 
this application of the terms, as the following verse 
seems to fix the meaning mentioned above. 

Verse 29. Shall receive a hundredfold| Viz. in 
this life, in valwe, though perhaps not in kind; and in 
the world to come everlasting life. A glorious portion 
for a persevering believer! The fulness of Grace 
here, and the fulness of GLory hereafter! See on 
Mark x. 30. 

Verse 30. But many that are first, &c.] The 
Jews, who have been the first and most distinguished 
people of God, will in general reject the Gospel of my 
grace, and be consequently rejected by me. The Gen- 
tiles, who have had no name among the living, shall 
be brought to the knowledge of the truth, and become 
and most exalted people of God. 

( Ase) 


Parable of the labourers CHAP 
That this prediction of our Lord has been literally 
fulfilled, the present state of the Christian and Jewish 
Churches sufficiently proves. To illustrate this fully, 
and to demonstrate that the Jews and Gentiles were 


9 O.€ 


in the vineyard, 


now put on an egual footing by the Gospel, our Lord 
speaks the following parable, which has been unhap- 
pily divided from its connection by making it the be= 
ginning of a new chapter. 


\ 


CHAPTER. XX: 


The similitude of the householder hiring labourers into his vineyard, to show that the Gentiles should be pre 
Serred to the Jews, according to what was hinted at the close of the last chapter, 1-16. On the way going 


up to Jerusalem he predicts his sufferings and death, 


dignities for her sons, 20, 21. 


17-19. The mother of Zebedee’s children requests 


Christ, by his answer, shows that sufferings, not worldly honours, are 


to be the lot of his most faithful followers, and that seats in glory can be given only to those who are pre- 


pared for them, 22, 23. 


From this our Lord takes occasion to teach the necessity of humility, and to 
show that those who wished to be chief must be servants of all, 24-28: 


On his coming to Jericho; he re- 


stores sight to two blind men, who, being restored, follow him, 29-34. 


4 eS. FOR the kingdom of heaven is 
An. Olymp. like unto a man that is a 

CCIL. 1. s 
——— *householder, which went out early 
in the morning to hire labourers into his 
vineyard. 

2 And when he had agreed with the Ja- 
bourers for a > penny a day, he sent them into 
his vineyard. 

3 And he went out about the ¢ third hour, 
and saw others standing idle in the market-place, 

4 And said unto them: Go ye also into the 
vineyard, *and whatsoever is night I will 

a Chap. xiii. 27; xviil. 23; xxi. 28; John xv. 1; Isa. v. 


1-7; Jer. ii. Ua 
of an ounce, which, after five shillings the ounce, is seven- 


SNOTES ON CHAP. XX. 

Verse 1. For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
man—a householder] The very commencement of this 
chapter shows it to be connected with the preceding. 
The manner of God’s proceeding under the Gospel 
dispensation resembles a householder, who went out at 
day break, aa xpot, together with the morning ; as 
the light began to go out of its chambers in the east, 
so he went out of his bed-room to employ labourers, 
that they might cultivate his vineyard. This was what 
was called, among the Jews and Romans, the first hour ; 
answering to six o’clock in the morning. 

To hire labourers| Some workmen, twv epyatwr-—— 
for he had not got all that was necessary, because we 
find him going out at other hours to hire more. 

Verse 2. A penny] A Roman coin, as noted before, 
chap. xviii. 28, worth about seven-pence halfpenny or 
seven-pence three farthings of our money, and equal 
to the Greek drachma. This appears to have been the 
ordinary price of a day’s labour at that time. See 
Tobit, chap. v. 14. In 1351 the price of labour was 
regulated in this country by parliament ; and it is re- 
markable that “corn-weeders and hay-makers, without 
meat, drink, or other courtesy demanded,” were to have 
one penny per day! In 1314 the pay of a chaplain 
to the Scotch bishops, who were then prisoners in 
England, was three halfpence per day. See Fleet- | 
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he Roman penny is the eighth part | xi. 


. | -. A.M. 4033. 
give you: And they went their ae. ook 
way. An. Olymp: 


* F CCIL. 1. 
5 Again he went out about the — 


sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 

6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, 
and found others standing idle, and saith unto 
them, Why stand ye here all the day idle ? 

7 They say unto him, Because no man hath 
hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also 
into the vineyard ; and whatsoever is right, that 
shall ye receive. 

8 So when even was comé, the lord of the 


pence bay Sen; chap. xviii. 28; Hebrews iii. 7. © John 
xi; 9 


Colossians iv. 1; 1 Corinthians xv. 58; Romans 


Vieeos 


wood’s Chronicon Precios, p. 123, 129. This was 
miserable wages, though things at that time were so 
cheap that twenty-four eggs were sold for a penny, p. 
72; a pair of shoes for fowr-pence, p. 71; a fat goose 
for two-pence halfpenny, p. 72; a hen for a penny, p.- 
72; eight bushels of wheat for two shillings, anda fat 
ox for six shillings and eight-pence! Ibid. In 1336, 
wheat per quarter, 2s.; a fat sheep 6d.; fat goose, 2d. ; 
and a pig, 1d., p. 75. 

Verse 3. The third hour] Nine o’clock in the 
morning. 

Market-place| Where labourers usually stood till 
they were hired. I have often seen labourers standing 
in the market places of large towns in these countries, 
waiting to be employed. 

Verse 5. The sixth hour] Twelve o'clock. 
hour—three o’clockin the afternoon. 

Verse 6. Eleventh] Fie o'clock in the evening; 
when there was only one hour before the end of the 
Jewish day, which, in matters of labour, closed at siz. 

Verse 7. No man hath hired us.] This was the 
reason why they were all the day zd/e. 

And whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive.] Ye 
may expect payment in proportion to your /abour, and 
the time ye spend in it; but this clause is wanting in 
some of the best MSS., versions, and fathers. 

Verse 8. When the even was come] Six o'clock, the 
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Ninth 


The reward given 


A. M. 4033. yi SG ciey 
ae thon vineyard saith unto his steward, Call 


An. Olymp. the labourers, and give them their 
os hire, beginning from the last unto 
the first. 

9 And when they came that were hired about 
the eleventh hour, they received every man a 
penny. 

10 But when the first came, they supposed 
that they should have received more ; and they 
likewise received every man a penny. 

11 And when they had received it, they 
murmured against the good man of the house, 

12 Saying, These last * have wrought but 


© Or, have continued one hour only.——§ Rom. ix. 21——8 Deut. xv. 
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to those labourers. 


one hour, and thou hast made them 4,™, 45° 


equal unto us, which have borne the fa Dore. 
burden and heat of the day. Benard a 

13 But he answered one of them, and said, 
Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou 
agree with me for a penny? 

14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I 
will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 

15 ‘Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own? & Is thine eye evil, because 
I am good? 

16 "So the last shall be first, and the first 
last: ‘for many be called, but few chosen. ~ 


9; Prov. xxiii. 6; chap. vi. 23.4 Ch. xix. 30.— Ch. xxii. 14. 


time they ceased from labour, and the workmen came 
to receive their wages. 

Steward] Eritporoc. A manager of the household 
concerns under the master. The rabbinical writers 
use the very same word, in Hebrew letters, for the 
same office, DIDIWW'DN epitropos. See Kypke. 

Verse 11. They murmured] The Jews made the 
preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles, a pretence 
why they should reject that Gospel; as they fondly 
imagined they were, and should be, the sole objects of 
the Divine approbation. How they murmured because 
the Gentiles were made partakers of the kingdom of 
God; see Acts xi. 1, &c., and xv. 1, &e. 

There are many similitudes of this kind among the 
Jews, where the principal part even of the phraseology 
of our Lord’s parable may be found. Several of them 
may be seen in Schoetigen. Our Lord, however, as 
in all other cases, has greatly improved the language, 
scope, design, and point of the similitude. He was, 
in all cases, an eminent master of the sentences. 

Verse 13. Friend, I do thee no wrong] 'The salva- 
tion of the Gentiles can in itself become no impedi- 
ment to the Jews; there is the same Jesus both for 
the Jew and for the Greek. Eternal life is offered to 
both through the blood of the cross; and there is room 
enough in heaven for ail, ° 

Verse 15. Is 2t not lawful for me] As eternal life 
is ue free gift of God, he has a right to give it in 
whatever proportions, at whatever times, and on what- 
ever conditions he pleases. 

Is thine eye evil] An evil eye among the Jews 
meant a malicious, covetous, or envious person. 

Most commentators have different methods of inter- 
preting this parable Something was undoubtedly de- 
signed by its principal parts, besides the scope and 
design mentioned at the conclasi Mfr the last chapter. 
The following, which is taken principally from the very 
pious Quesnel, may render it as useful to the reader 
as any thing else that has been written on it. 

The Church is a vineyard, because it is a place of 
labour, where no man should be idle. Each of us is 
engaged to labour in this vineyard—to work out our 
salvation through him who worketh in us to will and 
to perform. Life is but a day, whereof childhood, or 
the first use of reason, is the day-break or first hour, 
verse 1, in which we receive the first caty. 
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The promise of the kingdom of glory is given to 
all those who are workers together with him, ver. 2. 

The second call is in the time ot youth, which is most 
commonly idle, or only employed in dissipation and 
worldly cares, ver. 3. 

The third call is at the age of manhood. 

The fourth, in the decline of life, ver. 5. 

The fifth, when sickness and the infirmities of life 
press upon us. How many are there in the world who 
are just ready to leave it, before they properly consider 
for what end they were brought into it! Still zdle, 
still unemployed in the things which concern their 
souls; though eternal life is offered to them, and hell 
moving from beneath to meet them! ver. 6. 

Others consider the morning the first dawn of the 
Gospel; and the first call to be the preaching of John 
Baptist. 

The second call, the public preaching of our Lorp; 
and that of the apostles when they got an especial 
commission to the Jews, chap. x. 5, 6, together with 
that of the seventy disciples mentioned Luke x. 1. 

The third call, which was at mid-day, represents the 
preaching of the fulness of the Gospel after the ascen- 
sion of Christ, which was the meridian of evangelic 
glory and excellence. 

The fourth call represents the mission of the apos- 
tles to the various synagogues of the Jews, in every part 
of the world where they were scattered ; the history of 
which is particularly given in the Acts of the Apostles. 

The fifth call, or eleventh hour, represents the ge- 
neral call of the Gentiles into the Church of Christ, 
when the unbelieving Jews were finally rejected. 
What makes this interpretation the more likely is, that 
the persons who are addressed at ver. 7, say, No man 
hath hired ws, i. e. We never heard the voice of a 
prophet announcing the true God, nor of an apostle 
preaching the Lord Jesus, until now. The Jews could 
not use this as an argument for their carelessness about 
their eternal interests. . 

Verse 16, So the last shall be first, and the first 
last] The Grnrites, who have been long without the 
true God, shall now enjoy all the privileges of the new 
covenant ; and the Jews, who have enjoyed these from 
the beginning, shall now be dispossessed of them; for, 
because they have rejected the Lord, he also hath re 
jected them. 


1 


Christ foretells his 


A, M4033. «17 7 * And Jesus going up to 


oe Oven. Jerusalem took the twelve disciples 

apart in the way, and said unto them, 

18 ' Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and 

the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the 

chief priests and unto the scribes, and they 
shall condemn him to death, 

19 ™ And shall deliver him to the Gentiles 


K Mark x. 32; Luke xviii. 31; John xii. 12——! Chap. 
xvi. 21, 


CHAP. XX. 


sufferings and death. 
to mock, and to scourge, and to ae 


crucify ham: and the third day he An, Olymp. 
: : CCII. 1. 
shall rise again. —- 
20 % "Then came to him the mother of 
° Zebedee’s children with her sons, worship- 
ping hum, and desiring a certain thing of him. 
21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou ? 
She saith unto him, Grant that these my two 


m Chap. xxvil.2; Mark xv. 1, 16, &c. ; Luke xxiii. 1; John xviii. 
28, &c.; Acts ili. 13. n Mark x. 35. © Chap. iv. 21. 


Many are called, &c.| This clause is wanting in 
BL, one other, and in the Coptie and Sahidic ver- 
sions. Bishop Pearce thinks it is an interpolation 
from chap. xxii. 14. The simple meaning seems ‘to 
be: As those who did not come at the invitation of 
the householder to work in the vineyard did not re- 
ceive the denarius, or wages, so those who do not 
obey the call of the Gospel, and believe in Christ Jesus, 
shall not inherit eternal life. 

This place seems to refer to the ancient Roman 
eustom of recruiting their armies. Among this cele- 
brated people, no one was forced to serve his country 
in a military capacity ; and it was the highest honour 
to be deemed worthy of thus serving it. The youth 
were instructed, almost from their cradle, in military 
exercises. The Campus Martius was the grand field 
in which they were disciplined: there, they accus- 
tomed themselves to leaping, running, wrestling, bear- 
ing burdens, fencing, throwing the javelin, &c., and 
when, through these violent exercises, they were all 
besmeared with dust and sweat, in order to refresh 
themselves, they swam twice or thrice across the Tyber! 
Rome might at any time have recruited her armies by 
volunteers from such a mass of well-educated, hardy 
soldiers; but she thought proper, to use the words of 
the Abbé Madly, that the honour of being chosen to 
serve in the wars should be the reward of the accom- 
plishments shown by the citizens in the Campus Mar- 
tius, that the soldier should have a reputation to save ; 
and that the regard paid him, in choosing him to serve, 
should be the pledge of his fidelity and zeal to dis- 
charge his duty. The age of serving in the army 
was from seventeen to forty-five, and the manner in 
which they were chosen was the following :— 

After the creation of consuls, they every year named 
twenty-four military tribunes, part of whom must have 
served five years at least, and the rest eleven. When 
they had divided among them the command of the 
four legions to be formed, the consuls summoned to 
the capitol, or Campus Martius, all the citizens who, 
by their age, were obliged to bear arms. ‘They drew 
up by tribes, and lots were drawn to determine in what 
order every tribe should present its soldiers. That 
which was the first in order chose the four citizens 
who were judged the most proper to serve in the war ; 
and the six tribunes who commanded the first legion 
chose one of these four, whom they liked best. ‘The 
tribunes of the second and third likewise made. their 
choice one after another ; and he that remained entered 
into the fourth legion. A new tribe presented other 
four soldiers, and the second legion chose first. The 
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third and fourth legions had the same advantage in 
their turns. In this manner, each tribe successively 
chose four soldiers, till the legions were complete. 
They next proceeded to the creation of subaltern offi- 
cers, whom the tribunes chose from among the soldiers 
of the greatest reputation. When the legions were 
thus completed, the citizens who had been called, but 
not chosen, returned to their respective employments, 
and served their country in other capacities. None 
can suppose that these were deemed useless, or that, 
because not now chosen to serve their country in the 
field, they were proscribed from the rights and privi- 
leges of citizens, much less destroyed, because others 
were found better quahfied to serve their country at 
the post of honour and danger. 'Thus many are called 
by the preaching of the Gospel, but few are found who 
use their advantages in such a way as to become ex- 
tensively useful in the Church—-and many in the 
Church militant behave so ill as never to be admitted 
into the Church triwnphant. But what a mercy that 
those who appear now to be rejected may be called in 
another muster, enrolled, serve in the field, or work 
in the vineyard! How many millions does the long- 
suffering of God lead to repentance ! 

Verse 17. And Jesus going up| From Jericho to 
Jerusalem, chap. xix. 15. 

Verse 18. The Son of man shall be betrayed] Or, 
will be delivered up. ‘This is the third time that our 
Lord informed his disciples of his approaching suffer- 
ings and death. This was a subject of the utmost 
importance, and it was necessary they should be wel" 
prepared for such an awful event. 

Verse 19. Deliver him to the Gentiles to mock] 
This was done by Herod and his Roman soldiers. See 
Luke xxui. 11. 

To scourge, and to crucify] ‘This was done by 
Pilate, the Roman governor. The punishment of the 
cross was Roman not Jewish; but the chief priests 
condemned him to it, and the Romans executed the 
sentence. How little did they know that they were, 
by this process, ‘di, offering up that sacrifice which 
was to make an atonement for the Gentiles and for 
the Jews; an atonement for the sin of the whole 
world! How often may it be literally said, The wrath 
of man shall praise thee! 

Verse 20. The mother of Zebedee’s children} This 
was Salome. 

Verse 21. Grant that these my two sons] James 
and John. See Mark xv. 40. In the preceding chap- 
ter, ver. 28, our Lord had promised his disciples, that 
they should sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
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The ambition of James 


AM 4033. sons ? may sit, the one on thy right 


An. Olymp. hand, and the other on the left, in 

CCIL.1 ; 

thy kingdom. 

22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know 
not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of 
4the cup that I shall drink of, and to be bap- 
tized with *the baptism that I am baptized 
with? They say unto him, We are able. 

23 And he saith unto them, * Ye shall drink 


pChap. xix. 28—d4 Chap. xxvi. 39, 42; Mark xiv. 36; Luke 
xxii. 42; John xviii. 11. rDuke xii. 50. 


tribes. Salim, eyobably Rotie of this, and under- 
standing it literally, came to request the chief dignities 
in this new government for her sons; and it appears 
it was at their instigation that she made this request, 
for Mark, chap. x. 35, informs us that these brethren 
themselves made the request, i. e. they made it through 
the medium of their mother. 

One on thy right hand, and the other on (THY) left] 
I have added the pronoun in the latter clause on the 
authority of almost every MS. and version of repute. 

That the sons of Zebedee wished for ecclesiastical, 
rather than secular honours, may be thought probable, 
from the allusion that is made here to the supreme 
dignities in the great Sanhedrin. The prince of the 
Sanhedrin (Ha-nasi) sat in the midst of two rows of 
senators or elders; on his right hand sat the person 
termed Ap (the father of the Sanhedrin ;) and on his 
left hand the Cuacuam, or sage. ‘These persons trans- 
acted all business in the absence of the president. The 
authority of this council was at some periods very great, 
and extended to a multitude of matters both ecclesias- 
tical and civil. ‘These appear to have been the honours 
which James and John sought. They seem to have 
strangely forgot the lesson they had learned from the 
transfiguration. 

Verse 22. Ye know not what ye ask.| How strange 
is the infatuation, in some parents, which leads them 
to desire worldly or ecclesiastical honours for their 
children! He must be much in love with the cross who 
wishes to have his child a minister of the Gospel; for, 
if he be such as God approves of in the work, his life 
will be a life of toil and suffering ; he will be obliged 
to sip, at least, if not to drink largely, of the cup of 
Christ. We know not what we ask, when, in getting 
our children into the Cuurcu, we take upon ourselves 
to answer for their cauu to the sacred office, and for 
the salvation of the souls that are put under theiy care. 
Blind parents! rather let your en beg their bread 
than thrust them into an office hich God has not 
called them ; and in which they will not only ruin their 
souls, but be the means of damnation to hundreds; for 
if God has not sent them, they shall not profit the people 
at all, 

And to be baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized, &c.| ‘This clause in this, and the newt verse, 
is wanting in BDL, two others, (7 more in ver. 23,) 
Coptic, Sahidic, Ethiopic, Mr. Wuernock’s Persic, 
Vulgate, Saxon, and all the Itala, except two. Grotius, 
Mil, and Bengel, think it should be omitted, and 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


and John reproved. 


indeed of my cup, and be baptized ee es 


with the baptism that I am baptized An, Oly. 
with: but to sit on my right hand, : 
and on my left, is not mine to ‘ give, but i 
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared 
of my Father. 

24 And when the ten heard zt, they were 
moved with indignation against the two brethren. 

25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, 


sActs xii. 2; Rom. viii. 17; 2 Cor.i.7; Rev. i. 9——t Chap. 
xxv. 34. u Mark x. 41; Luke xxii. 24, 25. 


Griesbach has left it out of the text in both his edi- 
tions. It is omitted also by Origen, Epiphanius, 
Hilary, Jerome, Ambrose, and Juvencus. According 
to the rules laid down by critics to appreciate a false 
or true reading, this clause cannot be considered as 
forming a part of the sacred text. It may be asked, 
Does not drink of my cup, convey the same idea t 
Does the clause add any thing to the perspicuity of 
the passage t And, though found in many good MSS., 
is not the balance of evidence in point of antiquity 
against it? Baptism among the Jews, as it was per- 
formed in the coldest weather, and the persons were 
kept under water for some time, was used not only to 
express death, but the most cruel kind of death. See 
Lightfoot. As to the term cup, it was a commor. 
figure, by which they expressed calamities, judgments 
desolation, &c. 

They say unto him, We are able.| Strange blind- 
ness! You can? No: one drop of this cup would sink 
you into utter ruin, unless upheld by the power of 
God. However, the man whom God has appointed 
to the work he will preserve in it. 

Verse 23. Is not mine to give, but it shall be given 
to them for whom it 1s prepared of my Father.} The 
common translation, in which the words, zt shail be 
given to them, are interpolated by our translators, ut- 
terly changes and destroys the meaning of the passage. 
It represents Christ (in opposition to the whole Scrip- 
tures) as having nothing to do in the dispensing of 
rewards and punishments; whereas, our Lord only 
intimates that, however partial he may be to these two 
brethren, yet seats in glory can only be given to those 
who are fitted for them. No favour can prevail here ; 
the elevated seat is for him who is filled with the ful- 
ness of God. ‘The true construction of the words is 
this :—ovk ecu ewov dovvat, ar bic nroywacat bo Tov 
matpoc pov, To sit on my right hand and on my left, 
is not mine to give, except to them for whom it is pre- 
pared of my Father. According to the prediction of 
Christ, these brethren did partake of his afflictions : 
James was martyred by Herod, Acts xii. 2; and John 
was banished to Patmos, for the testimony of Christ, 
Reva i> a) 

Verse 24. When the ten heard it, they were moved] 
The ambition which leads to spiritual lordship is one 
great cause of murmurings and animosities in religiqus 
societies, and has proved the ruin of the most flourish- 
ing Churches in the universe. 

Verse 25. Exercise dominion—and—ewercise aue 
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The necessity - CHAP. XX. of humility. 
A. M, 4033. 

A b/o9” © Xe know that the princes of the Gen-| you, let him be your ser- 4 aks tise. 
An. Olymp. tiles exercise dominion over them, | vant : An. Olymp. 
COIL. 1. : CCIL 1. 


and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them. 

26 But Vit shall not be so among you: but 
~ whosoever will be great among you, let him 
be your minister ; 

27 * And whosoever will be chief among 


28 YEven as the 7 Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, * but to min- 
ister, and »to give his life a ransom ° for 
many. 

29 4“ And as they departed from Jericho, 
a great multitude followed him. 


v1 Pet. v. 3——wChap. xxiii. 11; Mark ix. 35; x. 43. 
«Chap. xviii. 4—y John xiii. 4. zPhil. i. 7. a Luke 
xxii. 27; John xiii. 14. 


bIsa. lit. 10, 11; Dan. ix. 24, 26; John xi. 51,°52; 1 Tim. ii. 
Gs Tits wv. 145 1 Petri. 19: © Chap. xxvi. 28 ; Rom. v. 15, 
19; Heb. ix. 28. 4 Mark x. 46; Luke xviii. 35. 


thority upon them.| They tyrannized and exercised ar- 
bitrary power over the people. This was certainly 
true of the governments in our Lord’s time, both in 
the east and in the west. I have endeavoured to ex- 
press, as nearly as possible, the meaning of the two 
Greek verbs, cataxvpievoverr, and karefovoratovew ; and 
those who understand the genius of the language will 
perceive that I have not exhausted their sense, how- 
ever some may think that no emphasis was intended, 
and that these compound verbs are used for the simple 
xuplevery and efovorageyv. See Wakefield and Rosen- 
muller. 

The government of the Church of Christ is widely 
different from secular governments. It is founded in 
humility and brotherly love: it is derived from Christ, 
the great Head of the Church, and is ever conducted 
by his maxims and spirit. When political matters are 
brought into the Church of Christ, both are ruined. 
The Church has more than once ruined the State ; the 
State has often corrupted the Church: it is certainly 
for the interests of both to be kept separate. This has 
already been abundantly exemplified in both cases, and 
will continue so te be, ever the whole world, wherever 
the Church and State are wnited in secular matters. 

Verse 26. ft shall not be so among you] Every 
kind of lerdship and spiritual domination over the 
Church of Christ, like that exercised by the Church of 
Rome, is destructive and anti-christian. 

Your minister] Or, deacon, dtaxovoc. I know no 
other word which could at once convey the meaning 
of the original, and make a proper distinction between 
it and dovdot, or servant, in ver. 27. The office of a 
deacon, in the primitive Church, was to serve in the 
agape, or love feasts, to distribute the bread and wine 
to the communicants; to proclaim different parts and 
times of worship in the churches; and to take care of 
the widows, orphans, prisoners, and sick, who were 
provided for out of the revenues of the Church. Thus 
we find it was the very lowest ecclesiastical office. 
Deacons were first appointed by the apostles, Acts vi. 
1-6; they had the care of the poor, and preached 
occasionally. 

Verse 27. Your servant] Aovioc, the lowest secular 


office, as deacon was the lowest ecclesiastical office : 


dovdog is often put for slave. 

From these directions of our Lord, we may easily 
discern what sort of a spirit his ministers should be of. 
1. A minister of Christ is not to consider himself a 
lord over Christ’s flock. 2. He is not to conduct the 
concerns of the Church with an imperious spirit. 3. 
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He is to reform the weak, after Christ’s example, more 
by loving instruction than by reproof or censure. 4. 
He should consider that true apostolic greatness con- 
sists in serving the followers of Christ with all the 
powers and talents he possesses. 5. That he should 
be ready, if required, to give up his life unto death, to 
promote the salvation of men. 

Verse 28. A ransom for many.] Avtpov avtt rod Awv, 
or a ransom instead of many,—one ransom, or atone- 
ment, instead of the many prescribed in the Jewish 
law. Mr. Wakefield contends for the above transla- 
tion, and with considerable show of reason and proba- 
bility. 

The word Avzpov is used by the Septuagint for the 
Hebrew yrs, pidion, the ransom paid for a man’s life : 
see Exod. xxi. 30; Num. iii. 49-51; and Avtpa is used 
Num. xxxv. 31, where a satisfaction (Hebrew 7553 
copher, an atonement) for the life of a murderer is re- 
fused. The original word is used by Lucian in exactly 
the same sense, who represents Ganymede promising to 
sacrifice a ram to Jupiter, Avtpov umep tuov, as a ran- 
som for himself, provided he would dismiss him. 

The whole Gentile world, as well as the Jews, be- 
lieved in vicarious sacrifices. Virgil, Aun. v. 85, has 
nearly the same words as those in the text. ‘ Unum 
PRO MULTIS dabitur capuT,”’—One man must be given 
for many. Jesus Christ laid down his life as a ran- 
som for the lives and souls of the children of men. In 
the Codex Beze, and in most of the Jtala, the Saxon, 
and one of the Syriac, Hilary, Leo Magnus, and Ju- 
vencus, the following remarkable addition is found: 
‘“« But seek ye to increase from a little, and to be less- 
ened from that which is great. Moreover, when ye 
enter into a house, and are invited to sup, do not xe- 
cline in the most eminent places, lest a more honour- 
able than thou come after, and he who invited thee to 
supper come up to thee and say, Get down yet lower ; 
and thou be put to confusion. But if thou sit down 
in the lowest place, and one inférior to thee come after, 
he who invited t o%supper will say unto thee, Go 
and sit higher : now this will be advantageous to thee.” 
This is the largest addition found in any of the MSS., 
and contains not less than sixty words in the original, 
and eighty-three in the Anglo-Saxon. It may be ne- 
cessary to remark, that Mr. Marshall, in his edition of 
the Gothic and Saxon Gospels, does not insert these 
words in the text, but gives them, p. 496 of his ob- 
servations. This addition is at least as ancient as the 
fourth century, for it is quoted by Hilary, who did not 
die till about A. D. 367. p 
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Two blind men at Jericho 


30 And, behold, * two blind men 
An. Olymp. sitting by the way side, when they 
CO} heard that Jesus passed by, cried 
out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou 
Son of David. 

31 And the multitude rebuked them, because 
they should hold their peace: but they cried 
the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
thou Son of David. 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29 


e Ch, ix. 27—! Mark x. 49; Luke xviii. 40; Psa. lxv. 2.— Ch. 


Verse 30. Two blind men] Mark, chap. x. 46, and 
Luke xviii. 35, mention only one blind man, Bartimeus. 
Probably Ae was mentioned by the other evangelists, 
as being a person well known before and after his cure. 
Blindness of heart is a disorder of which men seldom 
complain, or from which they desire to be delivered ; 
and it is one property of this blindness, to keep the 
person from perceiving it, and to persuade him that 
his sight is good. 

Sitting by the way side] In the likeliest place to re- 
ceive alms, because of the multitudes going and coming 
between Jerusalem and Jericho. 

Cried out| In the midst of judgments God remem- 
bers merey. ‘Though God had deprived them, for 
wise reasons, of their eyes, he left them the use of their 
speech. It is never so il with us, but it might be much 
worse: let us, therefore, be submissive and thankful. 

Have mercy on us| Hearing that Jesus passed by, 
and not knowing whether they should ever again have 
so good an opportunity of addressing him, they are 
determined to call, and call earnestly. They ask for 
mercy, conscious that they deserve nothing, and they 
ask with faith—Son of David, acknowledging him as 
the promised Messiah. 

Verse 31. The multitude rebuked them] Whenever 
a soul begins to cry after Jesus for Hghi and salvution, 
the world and the devil join together to drown its cries, 
or force it to be silent. But let all such remember, Jesus 
is now passing by; that their souls must perish ever- 
lastingly, if not saved by him, and they may never 
have so good an opportunity again. While there is a 
broken and a contrite heart, let it sigh its complaints 
to God, till he hear and answer. 

They cried the more| When the world and the devil 
begin to rebuke, in this case, it is a proof that the sal- 
vation of God is nigh; therefore, let such cry out a 
great deal the more. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


are restored to sight 


32 And Jesus ‘stood still, and Signs 
called them, and said, What will ye An, Olymp. 
that I shall do unto you? ekearieeoey 

33 They say unto him, & Lord, that our 
eyes may be opened. 

34 So Jesus had compassion on them, 
and touched their eyes: and immediately 
their eyes received sight, ‘and they follow- 


ed him. 


ix. 30.—» Mark viii. 22-25; x. 52; chap xi. 5—— Psa. exvi. 1. 


Verse 32. Jesus stood] “The cry of a believing 
penitent,” says one, ‘is sufficient to stop the most 
merciful Jesus, were he going to make a new heaven 
and a new earth ; for what is all the zrrational part ot 
God’s creation in worth, when compared with the value 
of one immortal soul?” See on Mark x. 50. 

What will ye that I shall do| Christ is at all times 
infinitely willing to save sinners: when the desire of 
the heart is turned towards him, there can be little de- 
lay in the salvation. What is thy wish? If it bea 
good one, God will surely fulfil it. 

Verse 33. That our eyes may be opened.] He who 
feels his own sore, and the plague of his heart, has no 
great need of a prompter in prayer. A hungry man 
can easily ask bread ; he has no need to go to a book 
to get expressions to state his wants in; his hunger 
tells him he wants food, and he tells ¢hzs to the person 
from whom he expects relief. Helps to devotion, in all 
ordinary cases, may be of great use; in extraordinary 
cases they can be of little importance ; the afflicted 
heart alone can tell its own sorrows, with appropriate 
pleadings. 

Verse 34. So Jesus had compassion on them] 
Inhayyvioberc, He was moved with tender pity. The 
tender pity of Christ met the earnest cry of the blind 
men, and their immediate cure was the result. 

They followed him.] As a proof of the miracle that 
was wrought, and of the gratitude which they felt to 
their benefactor. For other particulars of this mira- 
culous cure, see the notes on Mark x. 46, &c. 

Reader, whosoever thou art, act in behalf of thy 
soul as these blind men did in behalf of their sight, 
and thy salvation issure. Apply to the Son of David; 
lose not a moment; he is passing by, and thou art 
passing into eternity, and probably wilt never have a 
more favourable opportunity than the present. The 
Lord increase thy earnestness and faith! 


CHAPTER XXI. 


Christ rides into Jerusalem upon an ass, and the multitude receive him joyfully, 


and expels the money-changers, fc. 12, 13. 
The chief priesis and scribes are offended, 15. 
The barren fig-tree blasted, 18-22. 


1-11. He enters the temple, 


The blind and the lame come to him and are healed, 14. 
Our Lord confounds them, and goes to Bethany, 16, 17. 


While teaching in the temple, the chief priests and elders question 
his authority ; he answers and confutes them, 23-27. 


The parable of the man and his two sons, 28-32. 


The parable of a vineyard let out to husbandmen, 33-42 ; applied to the priests and Pharisees, 43—45; 
who wish to kill him, but are restrained by the fear of the people, who acknowledge Christ for a prophet, 46 
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Christ rides in triumph 


Seth os AND * when they drew nigh unto 
An Symp, Jerusalem, and were come to 

-—_ Bethphage, unto "the mount of 
Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 

2 Saying unto them, Go into the village 
over against you, and straightway ye shall 
find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 
them, and bring them unto me. 

3 And if any man say aught unto you, ye 
shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and 
straightway he will send them. 

4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 


4a Mark xi. 1; Luke xix. 29. b Zech. xiv. 4. 
lx. 11; Zech. ix. 9; John xii. 15. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXI. 

Verse 1. Bethphage] A place on the west declivity 
of Mount Olivet, from which it is thought the whole 
declivity and part of the valley took their name. It 
is supposed to have derived its name from the fig-trees 
which grew there; 2 deeth, signifying a region as 
well as a house, and 1D phag, a green fig. 

Verse 2. Ye shail find anass tied, and a colt] Asses 
and mules were in common use in Palestine: horses 
were seldom to be met with. Our blessed Lord takes 
every opportunity to convince his disciples that nothing 
was hidden from him: he informs them of the most 
minute occurrence ; and manifested his power over the 
heart in disposing the owner to permit the ass to be 
taken away. 

Verse 3. The Lord (the proprietor of all things) 
hath need of them] Jesus is continually humbling him- 
self, to show us how odious pride is in the sight of 
God: but in his humility he is ever giving proofs of 
his almighty power, that the belief of his divinity may 
be established. 

Verse 4, All this was done] The word ail, in this 
clause, is omitted by some MSS., versions, and fa- 
thers. 

Which was spoken] The Spirit of God, which pre- 
dicted those things that concerned the Messiah, took 
care to have them literally fulfilled: 1. To show the 
truth of prophecy in general; and, 2. To designate 
Christ as the person intended by that prophecy. See 
the note on chap. il. 23. 

Verse 5. Tell ye the daughter of Sion] The quo- 
tation is taken from Zech. ix. 9, but not in the precise 
words of the prophet. 

This entry into Jerusalem has been termed the 
triumph of Christ. It was indeed the triumph of hu- 
mility over pride and worldly grandeur; of poverty 
over affluence; and of meekness and gentleness over 
rage and malice. 

He is coming now meeh, full of kindness and com- 
passion to those who were plotting his destruction! 
He comes to deliver up himself into their hands; their 
king comes to be murdered by his subjects, and to 
make his death a ransom price for their souls! 

Verse 7. And put on them their clothes} Thus 
acknowledging him to be their ‘ing, for this was a 

1 


¢ Tsa, 


CHAP. 


XXI. ee unto Jerusalem 
5 ° Tell ye the daughter of Sion, 4,M: 4033. 


Behold, thy king cometh unto thee, AO bran, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and = 
a colt the foal of an ass. 

6 “ And the disciples went, and did as Jesus 
commanded them, 

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and 
° put on them their clothes, and they set ham 
thereon. 

8 And a very great multitude spread their 
garments in the way; ‘ others cut down branch- 
es from the trees, and strewed them in the 
way. 


4 Mark xi. 4. © 2 Kings 1x. 13.—1 See Lev. xxiii. 40; 
1 Mace. xiii. 51, &c.; 2 Mac. x. 7; John xii. 13. 


custom observed by the people when they found that 
God had appointed a man to the kingdom. When 
Jehu sat with the captains of the army, and Elisha the 
prophet came, by the order of God, to anoint him king 
over Israel, as soon as he came out of the inner cham- 
ber into which the prophet had taken him to anoint 
him, and they knew what was done, every man took 
his garment, and spread 1t under him on the top of the 
steps, and blew the trumpets, saying, ‘‘ Jehu is king.” 
2 Kings ix. 13. 

And they set him thereon.) Kav exexabicev exavo 
avtov, and he sat upon them; but instead of exave 
auTov, upon THEM, the Codex Bez, seven copies of 
the Itala, some copies of the Vulgate, and some others, 
read ex’ avtov, upon him, i. e. the colt. This is most 
likely to be the true reading ; for we can scarcely sup- 
pose that he rode upon both by turns,—this would ap- 
pear childish; or that he rode upon both at once, for 
this would be absurd. Some say he sat on both; for 
“the ass that was tied wp was an emblem of the Jews 
bound under the yoke of the law; and the colt that 
had not been tied represented the Gentiles who were 
not under the law; and that Jesus Christ’s sitting on 
both represented his subjecting the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles to the sway of his evangelical sceptre.” He who 
can receive this saying, let him receive it. 

Verse 8. Cut down branches from the trees] Car- 
rying palm and other branches was emblematical of 
victory and success. See 1 Mac. xili.51; 2 Mac. x. 
7; and Rev. vii. 9. 

The rabbins acknowledge that the prophecy in 
Zechariah refers to the Messiah; so Rab. T'ancum, 
and Yaleut Rubeni has a strange story about the ass. 
“This assis the colt of that ass which was created in 
the twilight of the sixth day. ‘This is the ass which 
Abraham found when he went to sacrifice his son. 
This is the ass on which Moses rode when he went to 
Egypt ; and this is the ass on which the Messiah shall 
ride.” Some of the Jews seem to think that the zebra 
is intended; for according to Bab. Sanhedr. fol. 98, 
when Shapoor, king of Persia, said to Rabbi Samuel : 
“You say your Messiah will come upon an ass; I will 
send hima noble horse.” ‘To which the rabbi replied, 
“ You have not a horse with a hundred spots (query, 
streaks) like his ass.” See Lightfoot and Schoettgen. 
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The multitudes receive him. 


A. M. 4033. . 
oe (to And the multitudes that went 


An. Olymp. before, and that followed, cried, say- 
eons ing, £ Hosanna to the son of David: 
» Blessed zs te that cometh in the name of the 

Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 
10 i And when he was come into Jerusalem, 
all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 
11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus 
k the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 


&§ Psa. exvill. 25. h Psa. cxvill. 26; chap. xxii. 39. 
i Mark xi. 15; Luke xix. 45; John ii. 13, 15.— Chap. u. 23; 
Luke vii. 16; John vi. 14; vii. 40; ix. 17. 


Verse 9. Hosanna to the son of David] When 
persons applied to the king for help, or for a redress 
of grievances, they used the word hosanna, or rather 
from the Hebrew 82 7)WiIN HosHIAH NA! Save now! 
or, Save, we beseech thee !—redress our grievances, and 
give us help from oppression! Thus both the words 
and actions of the people prove that they acknow- 
ledged Christ as their king, and looked to him for de- 
liverance. How easily might he have assumed the 
sovereignty at this time, had he been so disposed ! 
For instances of the use of this form of speech, see 2 
Sam. xiv. 4; 2 Kings vi. 26; Psa. exviil. 25. 

Son of David] A well-known epithet of the Mes- 
siah. He who cometh in the name, &c. He who 
comes in the name and authority of the Most High. 

Hosanna in the highest) Hither meaning, Let the 
heavenly hosts joi with us in magnifying this august 
Being !—or, Let the utmost degrees of hosanna, of sal- 
vation, and delwerance, be communicated to thy peo- 
ple! Probably there is an allusion here to the custom 
of the Jews in the feast of tabernacles. During the 
first seven days of that feast, they went once round the 
altar, each day, with palm and other branches in their 
hands, singing HOSANNA: but on the ezghth day of 
that feast they walked seven times round the altar, 
singing the hosanna; and this was termed the hosanna 
rabba, the ernat hosanna: i. e. Assist with the great- 
est succour. Probably answering to the rote viioroce 
of the evangelist, for on this day they beg the most 
speedy and powerful help against their enemies, and 
likewise pray for a prosperous and fruitful year. See 
Sreuuin’s Jewish Traditions, vol. ii. p. 322. 

Verse 10. All the city was moved] Or, the whole 
city was in motion. Hoey, was in a tumult—they 
saw and heard plainly that the multitude had proclaim- 
ed Christ king, and Messiah. Who is this? Who is 
accounted worthy of this honour ? 

Versesl1. This is Jesus THE PROPHET] O mpodytne, 
THAT prophet whom Moses spoke of, Deut. xviii. 18. 
L will raise them up a prophet—tlike unto thee, &c. 
Every expression of the multitude plainly intimated 
that they fully received our blessed Lord as the pro- 
mised Messiah.—How strange is it that these same 
people (if the creatures of the high priest be not only 
intended) should, about five days after, change their 
hosannas for, Away with him! crucify him! crucify 
him! How fickle is the multitude! Even when 
they get right, there is but little hope that they will 
continue so long. 
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He cleanses the temple. 


: A. M. 4033. 
12 4 }1And Jesus went into the eae 


temple of God, and cast out all Sg 
them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
™ money-changers, and the seats of them that 
sold doves, 

13 And said unto them, It is written, " My 
house shall be called the house of prayer; 
° but ye have made it a den of thieves. 


Luke xix, 45; John ii, 15——™ Deut. xiv, 


1Mark xi. 11; 
oJer. vii. 11; Mark xi, 17; Luke 


25. Isa. lvi. 7 
xix. 46. 


Verse 12. Jesus went into the temple of God, &c.] 
“ Avarice,” says one, “ covered with the veil of reli- 
gion, is one of those things on which Christ looks with 
the greatest indignation in his Church. Merchandize 
of holy things, simoniacal presentations, fraudulent ex- 
changes, a mercenary spirit in sacred functions ; eccle- 
siastical employments obtained by flattery, service, or 
attendance, or by any thing which is instead of money; 
collations, nominations, and elections made through. 
any other motive than the glory of God; these are all 
fatal and damnable profanations, of which those in the 
temple were only a shadow.” QuESNEL. 

Money-changers| Persons who furnished the Jews 
and proselytes who came from other countries, 
with the current coin of Judea, in exchange for 
their own. 

Verse 13. My house shall be called the house of 
prayer] This is taken from Isa. lvi. 7 

But ye have made it a den of thieves.| This is taken 
from Jer. vii. 11. 

Our Lord alludes here to those dens and caves in 
Judea, in which the public robbers either hid or kept 
themselves fortified. 

They who are placed in the Church of Christ to 
serve souls, and do it not, and they who enjoy the re- 
venues of the Church, and neglect the service of it, are 
thieves and robbers in more senses than one. 

Our Lord is represented here as purifying his temple; 
and this we may judge he did in reference to his true 
temple, the Church, to show that nothing that was 
worldly or unholy should have any place among his 
followers, or in that heart in which he should conde- 
scend to dwell. It is marvellous that these interested, 
vile men did not raise a mob against him: but it is 
probable they were overawed by the Divine power, or, 
seeing the multitudes on the side of Christ, they were 
afraid to molest him. J knew a case something similar 
to this, which did not succeed so well. A very pious 
clergyman of my acquaintance, observing a woman 
keeping a public standing to sell nuts, gingerbread, &e., 
at the very porch of his Church, on the Lord’s day, 
‘‘ desired her to remove thence, and not defile the house 
of God, while she profaned the Sabbath of the Lord.” 
She paid no attention to him. He warmed her the next 
Sabbath, but still to no purpose. Going in one Lord’s 
day to preach, and finding her still in the very entrance, 
with her stall, he overthrew the stall, and scattered the 
stuff into the street. He was shortly after summoned 
to appear before the royal court, which, to its eternal 
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The priests are offended. CHAP. XXI. The barren fig tree 

A.M. 4033. 14 And the blind and the lame city into 4 Bethany; and he lodged 4, ™. 4033. 

_ aaa came to him in the temple ; and he | there. An. Olymp. 
‘i COI. 1: 


healed them. 

15 4% And when the chief priests and scribes 
saw the wonderful things that he did, and the 
children crying in the temple, and saying, 
Hosanna to the son of David: they were sore 
displeased, 

16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what 
these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; 
have ye never read, ? Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise ? 

17 | And he left them, and went out of the 


P Psa. vill. 2——4 Mark xi. 11; John xi. 18. Mark xi. 12. 


reproach, condemned the action, and fined the man of 
God in a considerable sum of money! 

Verse 14. The blind and the lame came] Having 
condemned the profane use of the temple, he now 
shows the proper use of it. It is a house cf prayer, 
where God is to manifest his goodness and power in 
giving sight to the spiritually blind, and feet to the 
lame. The Church or chapel in which the blind and 
the Jame are not healed has no Christ in it, and is not 
worthy of attendance. 

Verse 15. The chief priests—were sore displeased] 
Or, were incensed. Incensed at what? At the purifi- 
cation of the profaned temple! This was a work they 
should have done themselves, but for which they had 
neither grace nor influence; and their pride and jealousy 
will not suffer them to permit others to do it. Strange 
as if may appear, the priesthood itself, in all corrupt 
times, has been ever the most forward to prevent a re- 
form in the-Church. Was it because they were con- 
scious that a reformer would find them no better than 
money-changers in, and profaners of, the house of God, 
and that they and their system must be overturned, if 
the true worship of God were restored? Let him who 
is concerned answer this to his conscience. 

Verse 16. Out of the mouth of babes| The eighth 
Psalm, out of which these words are quoted, is applied 
to Jesus Christ in three other places in the new cove- 
nant, 1 Cor! ssveems: Eph: i. 22); Heb. ii. 6. Which 
proves it to be merely a prophetic psalm, relating to 
the Messiah. 

It was a common thing among the Jews for the 
children to be employed in public acclamations ; and 
thus they were accustomed to hail their celebrated 
rabbins. This shouting of the children was therefore 
no strange thing in the land: only they were exaspe- 
rated, because a person was celebrated against whom 
they had a rooted hatred. As to the prophecy that 
foretold this, they regarded it not. Some imagine that 
babes and sucklings in the prophecy have a much more 
extensive meaning, and refer also to the first preachers 
of the Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 17. And he left them (xatadirav, finally leav- 
ing them) and went—into Bethany; and he lodged 
there.| Bethany was a village about two miles distant 
from Jerusalem, by Mount Olivet, John xi. 18; and it 
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18 * Now in the morning, as he — 
returned into the city, he hungered. 

19 sAnd when he saw ta fig tree in the 
way, he came to it, and found nothing there- 
on, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let 
no fruit grow on thee henceforward for 
ever. And presently the fig tree withered 
away. 

20 “And when the disciples saw it, they 
marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree 
withered away ! 


8 Mark xi. 13.—+ Gr. one fig tree-——" Mark xi. 20. 


is remarkable that from this day till his death, which 
happened about six days after, he spent not one night 
in Jerusalem, but went every evening to Bethany, and 
returned to the city each morning. See Luke xxi. 37; 
xxii. 39; John viii. 1,2. They were about to murder 
the Lord of glory; and the true light, which they had 
rejected, is now departing from them. 

Lodged there.| Not merely to avoid the snares laid 
for him by those bad men, but to take away all suspicion 
of his affecting the regal power. ‘To the end of this 
verse is added by the Saxon, ‘I lepbde hi pan be Lroder 
mice. And taught them of the kingdom of God. This 
same reading is found insome MSS., Missals, and one 
copy of the Itala. It appears also in Wickliff, and 
my old folio English MS. Bible, anv taugt dem of the 
Kynguont of God; and in two MS. copies of the Vaui- 
gate, in my possession: one, duodecimo, very fairly 
written, in 1300; the other a large folio, probably 
written in the 11th or 12th century, in which the 
words are, [pique docebat eos de regno Dei. AND 
THERE he taught them concerning the kingdom of God. 

Verse 18. Now in the morning, as he returned into 
the city] Which was his custom from the time he 
wholly left Jerusalem, spending only the day time 
teaching in the temple ; see ver. 17. This was pro- 
bably on Thursday, the 12th day of the month Msan. 
He hungered—Probably neither he, nor his disciples, 
had any thing but what they got from public charity ; 
and the hand of that seems to have been cold at this 
time. 

Verse 19. He saw a fig tree in the way] Enc tne 
odov, By the road side. As this fig tree was by the 
way side, it was no private property ; and on this ac- 
count our Lord, or any other traveller, had a right to 
take of its fruit. For a full explanation of this difficult 
passage, relative to this emblematic fig tree, see on 
Mark xi. 13, &c. 

Let no fruit grow on thee] Can a professor, who 
affords Christ nothing but darren words and wishes, ex- 
pect any thing but his malediction? When the soul 
continues in wnfruitfulness, the influences of grace are 
removed, and then the tree speedily withers from the 
very root. 

Verse 20. How soon is the fig tree withered away !} 
We often say to our neighbours, “ How suddenly this 
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The chief priests and elders 


A.M 4033. 21 Jesus answered and said unto 


dan ‘Om: them, Verily I say unto you, * If 
———_. ye have faith, and “ doubt not, ye 
shall not only do this which ts done to the fig 
tree, * but also if ye shall say unto this moun- 
tain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; it shall be done. 

22 And ¥ all things, whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 

23 9 2 And when he was come into the 
temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came unto him as he was teaching, and 
“said, By what authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee this authority ? 

24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell 


ST. MATTHEW. 


question the authority of Chrast. 


Ste oat ‘ A. M. 4033. 
me, I, in like wise, will tell you “,"5 “5 


by what authority I do these An, Olymp. 
things. ee ieee 
25 The baptism of John, whence was it? 
from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned 
with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 
heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not 
then believe him ? 
26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear 
the people; » for all hold John as a prophet. 
27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We 
cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither 
tell I you by what authority I do these: things. 
28 % But what thnk ye? A certfaim man 
had two sons; and he came to the first, and 
said, Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. 


v Chap. xvii. 20; Luke xvii. 6——w James i. 6. x1 Cor. 
xlil. 2. y Chap. vii. 7; Mark xi. 24; Luke xi. 9; James v. 16 ; 


Mark x1.27; Luke xx. 1. a Exod. il. 


1 John iii. 22; v. 14. 
b Chap. xiv.5; Mark vi.20; Luke xx. 6. 


14; Actsiv. 7; vii. 27. 


man died! Who could have expected it so soon?” 
But who takes warning by these examples? What 
we say to-day of orHmrs, may be said to-morrow of 
oursELvEs. Be ye also ready! Lord,increase our faith! 

Verse 21. If ye have faith, and doubt not} See on 
chap. xvii. 20. Removing mountains, and rooting up 
of mountains, are phrases very generally used to sig- 
nify the removing or conquering great difficulttes— 
getting through perpleaities. So, many of the rabbins 
are termed rooters up of mountains, because they were 
dexterous in removing difficulties, solving cases of con- 
science, &c. In this sense our Lord’s words are to be 
understood. He that has faith will get through every 
difficulty and perplexity ; mountains shall become mole- 
hills or plains before him. The saying is neither to 
be taken in its literal sense, nor is it hyperbolical: it 
is a proverbial form of speech, which no Jew could 
misunderstand, and with which no Christian ought to 
be puzzled. 

Verse 22. All things—ye shall ask in prayer, be- 
lieving| In order to get salvation, there must be, 1. a 
conviction of the want of it: this begets, 2. prayer, or 
warm desires, in the heart: then 3. the person asks, 
i. e. makes use of words expressive of his wants and 
wishes: 4. believes the word of promise, relative to 
the fulfilment of his wants: and 5. receives, according 
to the merciful promise of God, the salvation which his 
soul requires. 

Verse 23. By what authority doest thou these 
things ?| The things which the. chief priests allude to, 
were his recewing the acclamations of the people as 
the promised Messiah, his casting the traders out of 
- the temple, and his teaching the people publicly in it. 

Who gave thee this authority 2|° Not them: for, 
like many of their successors, they were neither teach- 
ers nor cleansers ; though they had the name and the 
profits of the place. ; 

Verse 24. I also will ask you one thing] Our Lord 
was certainly under no obligation to answer their ques- 
* tion: he had already given them such proofs of his 
Divine mission as could not possibly be exceeded, in 
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the miracles which he wrought before their eyes, and 
before all Judea; and, as they would not credit him on 
this evidence, it would have been in vain to have ex- 
pected their acknowledgment of him on any profession 
he would make. 

Verse 25. The baptism of John] Had John a Di- 
vine commission or not, for his baptism and preaching ? 
Our Lord here takes the wise in their own cunning. 
He knew the estimation John was in among the people; 
and he plainly saw that, if they gave any answer at 
all, they must convict themselves: and so they saw, 
when they came to examine the question. See ver. 
25, 26. 

Verse 27. We cannot tell.] Simplicity gives a 
wonderful confidence and peace of mind; but double 
dealing causes a thousand inquietudes and troubles. Let 
a man do his utmost to conceal in his own heart the 
evidence he has of truth and innocence, to countenance 
his not yielding to it; God, who sees the heart, will, 
in the light of the last day, produce it as a witness 
against him, and make it his judge. 

We cannot tell, said they ; which, in the words of 
truth, should have been, We will not tell, for we will 
not have this man for the Messiah: because, if we 
acknowledge John as his forerunner, we must, of ne- 
cessity, receive Jesus as the Christ. 

They who are engaged against the truth are aban- 
doned to the spirit of falsity, and scruple not at a lie. 
Pharisaical pride, according to its different interests, 
either pretends to know every thing, or affects to know 
nothing. Among such, we may meet with numerous 
instances of arrogance and affected humility. God 
often hides from the wise and prudent what he reveals 
unto babes ; for, when they use their wisdom only to 
invent the most plausible excuses for rejecting the truth 
when it comes to them, it is but just that they should 
be punished with that ignorance to which, in their own 
defence, they are obliged to have recourse. 

Verse 28. A certain man had two sons] Under the 
emblem of these two sons, one of whom was a Jiber- 
tine, disobedient, and insolent, but who afterwards 
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Parable of the husbandman 


A. M. i s a 
“M1033. 29 ¢ He answered and said, I will 


er oe not: but afterward he repented, and 
— went. ? 

30 And he came to the second, and said 
likewise. And he answered and said, I go, 
sir: and went not. 

31 Whether of them twain did the will of 
iis father? They say unto him, The first. 
Jesus saith unto them, ¢ Verily I say unto you, 
That the publicans and the harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you. 


CHAP. XXI. 


and his two sons. 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


32 For * John came unto you in 
the way of righteousness, and ye 
believed him not: ‘but the publi- 
cans and the harlots believed him: and ye, 
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, 
that ye might believe him. 

33 “ Hear another parable: There was a 
certain householder, ¢ which planted a vine- 
yard, and hedged it round about, and digged a 
wine-press in it, and built a tower, and let it out 
to husbandmen, and " went into a far country. 


¢ Keclus. xix. 21.—4 Luke vii. 29, 50. 
f Luke iii. 12, 13. 


e Chap. ii. 1, &c. 


thought on his ways, and returned to his duty ; and the 
second, a hypocrite, who promised all, and did nothing ; 
our Lord points out, on the one hand, the tax-gatherers 
and sinners of all descriptions, who, convicted by the 
preaching of John and that of Christ, turned away 
from their iniquities and embraced the Gospel; and, 
on the other hand, the scribes, Pharisees, and self- 
righteous people, who, pretending a zeal for the daw, 
would not receive the salvation of the Gospel. 

Verse 29. I will not] This is the general reply of 
every sinner to the invitations of God ; and, in it, the 
Most High is treated without ceremony or respect. 
They only are safe who persist not in the denial. 

Verse 30. J go, sir] This is all respect, complai- 
sance, and professed obedience ; but he went not: he 
promised well, but did not perform. What a multitude 
of such are in the world, professing to know God, but 
denying him in their works! Alas! what will such 
professions avail, when God comes to take away the 
soul ? 

Verse 31. The publicans and the harlots] In all 
their former conduct they had said no. Now they 
yield to the voice of truth when they hear it, and enter 
into the kingdom, embracing the salvation brought to 
them in the Gospel. The others, who had been always 
professing the most ready and willing obedience, and 
who pretended to be waiting for the kingdom of God, 
did not receive it when it came, but rather chose, 
while making the best professions, to continue mem- 
bers of the synagogue of Satan. 

Verse 32. John came unto you in the way of right- 
eousness| Proclaiming the truth, and living agreeably 
to it. Or, John came unto you, who are in the way 
of righteousness. ‘This seems rather to be the true 
meaning and construction of this passage. The Jews 
are here distinguished from the Gentiles. The former 
were in the way of righteousness, had the revelation 
of God, and the ordinances of justice established among 
them ; the latter were in the way of unrighteousness 
without the Divine revelation, and iniquitous in all their 
conduct: John came to both, preaching the doctrine 
of repentance, and proclaiming Jesus the Christ. To 
say that it was John who came in the way of right- 
eousness, and that to him the words refer, is, in my 
opinion, saying nothing ; for this was necessarily implied : 
as he professed to come from God, he must not only 
preach righteousness, but walk in it. 
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&§ Psa. lxxx. 9; Cant. viii. 11; Isa. v. 1; Jer. ii. 21; Mark xii. 
1; Luke xx. 9——) Chap. xxv. 14, 15. 


It is very difficult to get a worldly minded and self- 
righteous man brought to Christ. Hwxamples signify 
little to him. Urge the example of an eminent saint, 
he is discouraged at it. Show hima profligate sinner 
converted to God, him he is ashamed to own and follow; 
and, as to the conduct of the generality of the followers 
of Christ, it is not strikmg enough to impress him. 
John, and Christ, and the apostles preach; but, to 
multitudes, all is in vain. 

Verse 33. There was a certain householder| Let us 
endeavour to find out a general and practical meaning 
for this parable. A householder—the Supreme Being. 
The family—the Jewish nation. The vineyard—the 
city of Jerusalem. ‘The fence—the Divine protection. 
The wine-press—the law and sacrificial rites. The 
tower—the temple, in which the Divine presence was 
manifested. The husbandmen—the priests and doctors 
of the law. Went from home—entrusted the cultiva- 
tion of the vineyard to the priests, &c., with the utmost 
confidence; as a man would do who had the most 
trusty servants, and was obliged to absent himself from 
home for a certain time. Our Lord takes this parable 
from Isa. v. 1, &c. ; but whether our blessed Redeemer 
quote from the Jaw, the prophets, or the rabbins, he 
reserves the liberty to himself to beautify the whole, 
and render it more pertinent. 

Some apply this parable also to Christianity, thus :— 
The master or father—our blessed Lord. The family 
—professing Christians in general. 'The vineyard— 
the true Church, or assembly of the faithful. The 
hedge—the true faith, which keeps the sacred assem- 
bly enclosed and defended from the errors of heathen- 
ism and false Christianity. The wine-press—the 
atonement made by the sacrifice of Christ, typified by 
the sacrifices under the law. The tower—the pro- 
mises of the Divine presence and protection. ‘The 
husbandmen—the apostles and all their successors in 
the ministry. The going from home—the ascension 
to heaven. But this parable cannot go on all fours in 
the Christian cause, as any one may see. In the case 
of the husbandmen, especially it is applicable ; unless 
we suppose our Lord intended such as those inquisito- 
rial Bonners, who always persecuted the true ministers 
of Christ, and consequently Christ himself in his 
members; and to these may be added the whole train 
of St. Bartholomew xsecrors, and all the fire and 
faggot men of a certain Church, who think they do 
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The parable of the vineyard 


Bye en 34 And when the time of the fruit 


An. Olymp. drew near, he sent his servants to 

Cor the husbandmen, : that they might 
receive the fruits of it. 

35 * And the husbandmen took his servants, 
and beat one, and killed another, and stoned 
another. 

36 Again, he sent other servants more than 
the first ; and they did unto them likewise. 

37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, 
saying, They will reverence my son. 

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, 
they said among themselves, 'This is the 
heir; ™come, let us kill him, and let us seize 
on his inheritance. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


let out to husbandmen. 


39 And they caught him, and eM eee 


cast him out of the vineyard, and A Dae: 
slew him. ae 

40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard 
cometh, what will he do unto those husband- 
men ¢ 

41 ° They say unto him, ? He will misera- 
bly destroy those wicked men, 4 and will let 
out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 

42 Jesus saith unto them, * Did ye never 
read in the scriptures, The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head 
of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and i* 
is marvellous in our eyes ? 


iCant. viii. 11, 12—*2 Chron. xxiv. 21; xxxvi. 16; Neh. 
ix. 26; chap. v. 12; xxiii. 34, 37; Acts vii. 52; 1 Thess. i. 15; 
Heb. xi. 36, 37.—! Psa. ii. 8 ; Heb. i. 2.——™ Psa. 11.2; chap. 
xxvi. 3; xxvii. 1; John xi. 53; Acts iv. 27. 1 Chap. xxvi. 50, 
&c.; Mark xiv. 46, &c.; Luke xxii. 54, &c.; John xviii. 


12, &c.; Acts u. 23. © See Luke xx. 16. P Luke 
xxl. 24; Heb. ii. 3.4 Acts xili. 46; xv. 7; xvul. 6; 
XXVill. 28; Rom. ix., x., XI. r Psa. exvili. 22; Isa. xxvii. 
16; Mark xii. 10; Luke xx.17; Acts iv. 11; Eph.1i.20; 1 Pet. 
19, (Bs 96; 


God service by murdering his saints. But let the 
persecuted take courage: Jesus Christ will come back 
shortly, and then he will nuserably destroy those wicked 
men: indeed, he has done so already to several, and 
let out his vineyard to more faithful husbandmen. 

Digged a wine-press| Qpvge Anvov. St. Mark has 
vmoAnvioyv, the pit under the press, into which the liquor 
ran, when squeezed out of the fruit by the press. 

Verse 34. He sent his servants] Prophets, which, 
from tame to time, he sent to the Jewish nation to call 
both priests and people back to the purity of his holy 
religion. 

Recewe the fruits of it.| Alluding to the ancient 
custom of paying the rent of a farm in kind; that is, 
by a part of the produce of the farm. This custom 
anciently prevailed in most nations ; and still prevails 
in the highlands of Scotland, and in some other places. 
The Boldon book, a survey made of the state of the 
bishopric of Durham in 1183, shows how much of 
the rents was paid in cows, sheep, pigs, fowls, eggs, 
&c., the remaining part being made up chiefly by 
manual labour. 

Verse 35. Beat one] Evdewpar, took his skin off, 
flayed him: probably alluding to some who had been 
excesswely scourged. 

Killed another, &c.] Rid themselves of the true 
witnesses of God by a variety of persecutions. 

Verse 36. Other servants] There is not a moment in 
which God does not shower down his gifts upon men, 
and require the fruit of them. Various instruments are 
used to bring sinners to God. There are prophets, 
apostles, pastors, teachers: some with his gift after 

‘this manner, and some after that. The true disciples 

of Christ have been persecuted in all ages, and the 
greatest share of the persecution has fallen upon the 
mumisters of his religion; for there have always been 
good and bad husbandmen, and the latter have perse- 
cuted the former. 

More than the first] Or, more honourable, so I think 
mArsovag should be translated; for, as the Sulness of 
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the time approached, each prophet more clearly and 
fully pointed out the coming of Christ. 

Our translation, which says, more than the first, 
conveys no meaning at all. IlAecorv is the meaning I 
have given it above, in chap. vi. 25. mAevov tHe Tpodne, 
of More vaLuE than food; and in Num. xxi. 15. 
TAevove Kal evTyoTepovc, persons higher in dignity and 
office. 

Verse 37. Last of all he sent—his son] This re- 
quires no comment. Our Lord plainly means himself. 

They will reverence] Evtparnoovtat, they will re- 
flect upon their conduct and blush for shame because of 
it, when they see my son. So the Syric and Persic. 

Verse 38. Said among themselves| Alluding to the 
conspiracies which were then forming against the life of 
our blessed Lord, in the councils of the Jewish elders 
and chief priests. See chap. xxvii. 1. 

Verse 39. Cast him out of the vineyard] Utterly 
rejected the counsel of God against themselves; and 
would neither acknowledge the authority of Christ, nor 
submit to his teaching. What a strange and unaccount- 
able case is this!—a sinner, to enjoy a little longer his 
false peace, and the gratification of his sinful appetites, 
rejects Jesus, and persecutes that Gospel which troubles 
his sinful repose. 

Verse 41. He will miserably destroy those wicked 
men] So, according to this evangelist, our Lord 
caused them to pass that sentence of destruction upon 
themselves which was literally executed about forty 
years after. But Luke relates it differently : accord- 
ing to him, they said yy yevoito, God forbid! The 
Codex Leicestrensis omits o« Aeyovow, they say; so 
that the following words appear to be spoken by our 
Lord. Michaelis supposes that in the Hebrew origi- 
nal the word was DN) waiomer, he said; for which 
the Greek translator might have read 199") waiomeru, 
they said. 

Verse 42. The stone] R. Solom. Jarchi, on Micah 
v., Says, this stone meansthe Messiah, wn Jax: Abar- 
banel is of the same opinion. This seems to have 

1 


Christ declares the 


wale 43 Therefore say I unto you, 
An Clymp. *'The kingdom of God shall be taken 


from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

44 And whosoever ¢ shall fall on this stone 
shall be broken : but on whomsoever it shall 
fall, * it will grind him to powder. 


CHAP. XXI. 


rejection of the Jews. 


A. M. 4033, 
A. D. 29. 

An. Olymp 
CCIL. 1. 


45 And when the chief priests 
and Pharisees had heard his para- 
bles, ¥ they perceived that he spake 
of them. 

46 But when they sought to lay hands on 
him, they feared the multitude, because ¥ they 
took him for a prophet. 


§ Chap. viii. 12.—* [sa. viii. 14, 15; Zech. xii. 3; Luke xx. 18; 
Rom. ix. 33; 1 Pet. ii. 8 UJsa. lx. 12; Dan. ii. 44. 


vLuke xx. 19; John vii. 26; Rom. ii. 15.——w Ver. 11; Mark 
xi. 18; xu. 12; Luke vii. 16; John vii. 40. 


been originally spoken of David, who was at first re- 
jected by the Jewish rulers, but was afterwards chosen 
by the Lord to be the great ruler of his people Israel, 
The quotation is taken from Psa. exviii. 22. 

- As the Church is represented in Scripture under the 
name of the temple and house of God, in allusion to 
the temple of Jerusalem, which was a type of it, 1 
Cor. iii. 16; Heb. iii. 6; 1 Pet. ii. 5: so Jesus 
Christ is represented as the fowndation on which this 
edifice is laid, 1 Cor. ii. 11; Eph. ii. 20,21. 

The builders} ‘he chief priests and elders of the 
people, with the doctors of the law. 

Rejected] An expression borrowed from masons, 
who, finding a stone, which being tried in a particular 
place, and appearing improper for it, is thrown aside, 
and another taken; however, at last, it may happen 
that the very stone which had been before rejected, may 
be found the most suitable asthe head stone of the corner. 

This passage, as applied by our Lord to himself, 
contains an abridgment of the whole doctrine of the 
Gospel. 

1. The Zord’s peculiar work is astonishingly mani- 
fested in the mission of Jesus Christ. 

2. He, being rejected and crucified by the Jews, 
became an atonement for the sin of the world. 

3. He was raised again from the dead, a proof of 
his conquest over death and sin, and a pledge of wn- 
mortality to his followers. 

4. He was constituted the fowindation on which the 
salvation of mankind rests, and the corner stone which 
unites Jews and Gentiles, beautifies, strengthens, and 
completes the whole building, as the head stone, or up- 
permost stone in the corner does the whole edifice. 

5. He is hereby rendered the olject of the joy and 
admiration of all his followers and the glory of man. 
This was done by the Lord, and is marvellous in our 
eyes. 

Verse 44.—The 44th verse should certainly come 
before ver. 43, otherwise the narration is not consecu- 
tive. Verse 42, The stone which the builders rejected, 
is become the head of the corner, &c. Verse 44. 
Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken, &c. 
This is an allusion to the punishment of stoning among 
the Jews. The place of stoning was twice as high as 
aman; while standing on this, one of the witnesses 
struck the culprit on the loins, so that he fell over this 
scaffold ; if he died by the stroke and fall, well ; if not, 
the other witness threw a stone upon his heart, and 
despatched him. The stone thrown on the culprit 
was, in some cases, as much as two men could lift up. 
Tract Sanhed. and Bab. Gemara, and Lightfoot. See 
also the note on John viii. 7. 
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He, whether Jew or Gentile, who shall not believe 
in the Son of God, shall suffer grievously in conse- 
quence ; but on whomsoever the stone (Jesus Christ) 
falls im the way of judgment, he shall be ground to 
powder, Atkunoet avrov—it shall make him so small as 
to render him capable of being dispersed as chaff by 
the wind. ‘This seems to allude, not only to the dread- 
ful crushing of the Jewish state by the Romans, but 
also to that general dispersion of the Jews through all 
the nations of the world, which continues to the present 
day. ‘This whole verse is wanting in the Codex Beze, 
one other, five copies of the Itala, and Origen; but it 
is found in the parallel place, Luke xx. 18, and seems 
to have been quoted from Isa. viii. 14, 15. He shall 
be for a stone of STUMBLING, and for a ROCK OF OFFENCE 
to both the houses of Israel—and many among them 
shall stUMBLE and FALL, and be BROKEN. 

Verse 43. Therefore say I} Thus showing them, 
that to them alone the parable belonged. The kingdom 
of God shall be taken from you—the Gospel shall be 
taken from you, and given to the Gentiles, who will 
receive it, and bring forth fruit to the glory of God. 

Bringing forth the fruits] As in verse 34 an allu- 
sion is made to paying the landlord in kind, so here the 
Gentiles are represented as paying God thus. The 
returns which He expects for his grace are the fruits 
of grace ; nothing can ever be acceptable in the sight 
of God that does not spring from himself. 

Verse 45. The chief priests—perceived that he 
spake of them.|] 'The most wholesome adyice passes 
for an affront with those who have shut their hearts 
against the truth. When that which should lead to 
repentance only kindles the flame of malice and revenge, 
there is but little hope of the salvation of such persons. 

Verse 46. They sought to lay hands on him, they 
feared the multitude] Restraining and preventing 
grace is an excellent blessing, particularly where it 
leads to repentance and salvation ; but he who abstains 
from certain evils, only through fear of scandal or pun- 
ishment, has already committed them in his heart, and 
is guilty before God. ‘The intrepidity of our Lord is 
worthy of admiration and imitation; in the very face 
of his most inveterate enemies, he bears a noble testi- 
mony to the truth, reproves their iniquities, denounces 
the Divine judgments, and, in the very teeth of destruc- 
tion, braves danger and death! A true minister of 
Christ fears nothing but God, when his glory is con- 
cerned : a hireling fears every thing, except Him whom 
he ought to fear. 


Tus last journey of our Lord to Jerusalem is a sub- 
ject of great importance ; it is mentioned by all the four 
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evangelists, and has been a subject of criticism and 
cavil to some unsanctified minds. He has been ac- 
cused of “attempting, by this method, to feel how far 
the populace were disposed to favour his pretensions 
in establishing himself as a king in the land; or, at 
least, by his conduct in this business, he gave much 
cause for popular seditions.” Every circumstance in 
the case refutes this calumny. 1. His whole conduct 
had proved that his kingdom was not of this world, and 
that he sought not the honour that cometh from man. 
Q. He had in a very explicit manner foretold his own 
premature death, and particularly at this lume. 3. It 
is evident, from what he had said to his disciples, that 
he went up to Jerusalem at this time for the express 
purpose of being sacrificed, and not of erecting a secu- 
lar kingdom. 4. What he did at this time was to fulfil 
a declaration of God delivered by two prophets, up- 
wards of 700 years before, relative to his lowliness, 
poverty, and total deadness to all secular rule and 
pomp. See Isa. Ixii, 11; Zech. ix. 9. 5. All the 
time he spent now in Jerusalem, which was about five 
days, he spent in teaching, precisely in the same way 
he had done for three years past ; nor do we find that 
he uttered one maxim dissimilar to what he formerly 
taught, or said a word calculated to produce any sen- 
sation on the hearts of the populace, but that of piety 
towards God; and in the parable of the man and his 
two sons, the husbandmen and the vineyard, he spoke 
in such a way to the rulers of the people as to show 
that he knew they were plotting his destruction; and 
that, far from fleeing from the face of danger, or 
strengthening his party against his enemies, he was 
come to wait at the foot of the altar till his blood should 
be poured out for the sin of the world! 6. Had he 
affected any thing of a secular kind, he had now the 
fairest opportunity to accomplish his designs. The 
people had already received him as Jesus the prophet ; 
now they acknowledge him as the Christ or Messtau, 
and sing the hosannah to him, as immediately appoint- 
ed by Heaven to be their deliverer. ‘7. Though, with 
the character of the Messiah, the Jews had connected 
that of secular royalty, and they now, by spreading 
their clothes in the way, strewing branches, &c., treat 
him as a royal person, and one appointed to govern 
the kingdom ; yet of this he appears to take no notice, 
farther than to show that an important prophecy was 
thus fulfilled: he went as usual into the temple, taught 
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a marriage feast for his son. 


the people pure and spiritual truths, withdrew at night 
from the city, lodged in private at Mount Olivet; and 
thus most studiously and unequivocally showed that his 
sole aim was to call the people back to purity and ho- 
liness, and prepare them for that kingdom of righteous - 
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, which he was 
about, by his passion, death, resurrection, ascension, 
and the mission of the Holy Spirit, to set up in the 
earth. 8. Could a person who worked such miracles 
as he was in the daily habit of working—miracles 
which proved he possessed unlimited power and uner- 
ring wisdom, need subterfuges, or a colouring for any 
design he wished to accomplish? He had only te 
put forth that power essentially resident in himself, and 
all resistance to his will must be annehilated. In 
short, every circumstance of the case shows at once 
the calumny and absurdity of the charge. But, instead 
of lessening, or rendering suspicious this or any other 
part of our Lord’s conduct, it shows the whole in a 
more luminous and glorious point of view; and thus 
the wrath of man praises him. 9. That he was a 
king, that he was born of a woman and came into the 
world for this very purpose, he took every occasion to 
declare; but all these declarations showed that his 
kingdom was spiritual: he would not even interfere 
with the duty of the civil magistrate to induce an ava- 
ricious brother to do justice to the rest of the family, 
Luke xii. 13, when probably a few words from such an 
authority would have been sufficient to have settled the 
business ; yet to prevent all suspicion, and to remove 
every cause for offence, he absolutely refused to inter- 
fere, and took oecasion from the very circumstance to 
declaim against secular views, covetousness, and worldly 
ambition! O how groundless does every part of his 
conduct prove this charge of secular ambition to be! 

Such was the spirit of the Master: such must be 
the spirit of the disciple. He that will reign with 
Christ, must be humbled and suffer with him. This 
is the royal road. The love of the world, in its power 
and honours, is as inconsistent with the spirit of the 
Gospel as the love of the grossest vice. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
Reader, take gecasion from this refuted calumny, to 
imitate thy Lord in the spirituality of his life, to pass 
through things temporal so as not to lose those that 
are eternal, that thou mayest reign with him in the 
glory of his kingdom. Amen. 


CHAPTER XXII. 


The parable of the marriage of a king’s son, 1-14. 
the lawfulness of paying tribute to Cesar, 15-22. 
tion, 23-33. 


A lawyer questions him concerning the greatest commandment in the law, 34—40. 


The Pharisees and Herodians question him concerning 


The Sadducees question him concerning the resurrec- 
He 


asks them their opinion of the Christ, and confounds them, 41-46. 


“Rent ND Jesus answered * and spake 
An. Olymp. i 
ee unto them again by parables, 


and said, 


a Luke xiv. 16; 


A.M. 4033. 

; _D. 29. 

which made An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 


2 The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a certain king, 
a marriage for his son, 


Rev. xix. 7, 9. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXII. 
Verse 2. The kingdom of heaven] In Bereshith 
Rabba, sect. 62. fol. 60, there is a parable very simi- 
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lar to this, and another still more so in Sohar. Levit. 

fol. 40. But these rabbinical parables are vastly 

ennobled by passing through the hands of our Lord 
1 


Parable of the CHAP 
A. M, 4033. 


‘AD = 3. «And sent forth his servants to 
An. Olymp. call them that were bidden to the 
CCIL 1. : 
wedding : and they would not come. 
4 Again, he sent forth other servants, say- 
ing, ° Tell them which are bidden, Behold, 
1 have prepared my dinner: 4my oxen and 
my fatlirgs are killed, and all things are ready: 
come unto the marriage. 
5 But they made light of zt, © and went their 


» Mark vi. 12; Luke iii. 3; ix. 2, 6. ¢ Prov. ix. 2, 3. 
dProv. ix. 2; Isa. xxv. 6. 


It appears from Luke, chap. xiv. 15, &c., that it was 
at an entertainment that this parable was originally 
spoken. It was a constant practice of our Lord to 
take the sudjects of his discourses from the persons 
present, or from the czrcwmstances of times, persons, 
and places. See chap. xvi. 6; John iv. 7-10; vi. 
26, 27; vii. 37. A preacher that can do so can never 
be at a loss for text or sermon. 

A marriage for his son| A marriage feast, so the 
word yapove properly means. Or a feast of inaugu- 
ration, when his son was put in possession of the go- 
vernment, and thus he and his new subjects became 
married together. See 1 Kings i. 5-9, 19, 25, &c., 
where such a feast is mentioned. 

From this parable it appears plain, 1. That the Kine 
means the great God. 2. His Son, the Lord Jesus. 
3. The marriace, his zncarnation, or espousing human 
nature, by taking it into wnion with himself. 4. The 
MARRIAGE FEAST, the economy of the Gospel, during 
which men are imvited to partake of the blessings pur- 
chased by, and consequent on, the zmcarnation and 
death of our blessed Lord. 5. By those who HAD BEEN 
bidden, or invited, ver. 3, are meant thé Jews in gene- 
ral, who had this union of Christ with human nature, 
and his sacrifice for sin, pointed out by various ries, 
ceremonies, and sacrifices under the law; and who, by 
all the prophets, had been constantly invited to believe 
in and receive the promised Messiah. 6. By the szr- 
VANTS, we are to understand the first preachers of the 
Gospel, proclaiming salvation to the Jews. Joun the 
Baptist and the seventy disciples, (Luke x. 1,) may 
be here particularly intended. 7. By the orHER ser- 
vants, ver. 4, the apostles seem to be meant, who, 
though they were to preach the Gospel to the whole 
world, yet were to begin at Jerusatem (Luke xxiv. 
47) with the first offers of mercy. 8. By their mak- 
ing light of it, &c., ver. 5, is pointed out their neglect 
of this salvation, and their preferring secular enjoy- 
ments, &c., to the kingdom of Christ. 9. By injuri- 
ously using some, and slaying others, of his servants, 
ver. 6, is pointed out the persecution raised against 
the apostles by the Jews, in which some of them were 
martyred. 10. By sending forth his troops, ver. 7, 
is meant the commission given to the Romans against 
Judea; and, burning up their city, the total destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by Titus, the son of Vespasian, 
which happened about forty-one years after. 

On this parable it is necessary to remark, 1. That 
man was made at first in wnton with God. 2. That 
Vou. I. C14) 


weoex it. 


marriage feast. 


ways, one to his farm, another to 4,M, 4033. 
his merchandise : An. Olymp. 
6 And the remnanttook his servants, aes 
f and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 
7 But when the king heard thereof, he was 
wroth : and he sent forth & his armies, and de- 
stroyed those murderers, and burned up 

their city. 
8 Then saith he to his servants, The wed- 


¢ Luke xiv. 18-20; 1 Tim. vi. 10; Heb. ii. 3——f Acts v. 40 
8 Dan. ix. 26; Luke xix. 27. 


sin entered in, and separated between God and man. 
3. That as there can be no holiness but in union with 
God, and no heaven without holiness, therefore he pro- 
vided a way to reconcile and reunite man to himself. 
4. This was effected by Christ’s wniting himself to 
human nature, and giving his Spirit to those who be- 
lieve. 5. That as the marriage union is the closest, 
the most intimate, solemn, and excellent, of all the con- 
nections formed among mortals, and that they who are 
thus united in the Lord are one flesh; so that mysti- 
cal union which is formed between God and the soul 
through Jesus Christ, by the Eternal Spirit, is the 
closest, most intimate, solemn, and excellent, that can 
be conceived ; for he who is thus joined unto the Lord 
is one spirit. 6. This contract is made freely: no 
man can be forced to it, for it is a union of will to 
wil, heart to heart ; and it is by willing and consent- 
ing that we come unto God throug his Son. 7. That 
if this marriage do not take place here, an eternal 
separation from God, and from the glory of his power, 
shall be the fearful consequence. 8. That there are 
three states in which men run the risk of. living with- 
out God and losing their souls. Ist. That of a soft, 
idle, voluptuous life, wherein a man thinks of nothing 
but quietly to enjoy life, conveniences, riches, private 
pleasures, and public diversions. They made light of 
it. Qdly. That of a man wholly taken up with agri- 
cultural or commercial employments, in which the love 
of riches, and application to the means of acquiring 
them, generally stifle all thoughts of salvation. One 
went to his own field, and another to his traffic. 3dly. 
That of a man who is openly unjust, violent, and out- 
rageously wicked, who is a sinner by profession, and 
not only neglects his salvation, but injuriously treats 
all those who bring him the Gospel of reconciliation. 
Seizing his servants, they treated them injuriously, &c. 
Verse 4. Fatlings] Ta ovrica: properly, fatted 
rams, ot wethers, 2 Sam. vi. 13; 1 Chron. xv. 26. 
Verse 7. But when the hing] Himsetr: or, this 
very king. I have added exevvoc on the authority of 
nine of the most ancient MSS. and nearly one hun- 
dred others ; the later Syriac, six copies of the Jtala, 
and some of the fathers. Several printed editions 
have it, and Griesbach has received it into the text. 
Verse 8. Were not worthy.] Because they made 
light of it, and would not come; preferring earthly 
things to heavenly blessings. Among the Mohamme- 
dans, refusal to come to a marriage feast, when in- 
vited, is considered a breach of the law of God. He- 
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The man without 


A. M. 4033. 
ge aaa : 
An. Olymp. bidden were not » worthy. 


= 9 Go ye therefore into the high- 
ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the 
marriage. 

10 So those servants went out into the high- 
ways, and ‘ gathered together all, as many as 
they found, both bad and good: and the 


(en Se ES ee ee eS SS SS 
h Chap. x. 11, 13; Acts xiii. 46——! Chap. xiii. 36, 47; Isa. 
xix 225) bx. 3; 4s 


pAvaH, vol. iv. p. 91. Any one that shall be invited 
to a dinner, and does not accept the invitation, disobeys 
God, and his messenger: and any one who comes un- 
invited, you may say is a thief, and returns a plunderer. 
—Mischat ul Mesabih. It was probably considered 
in this light among all the oriental nations. This ob- 
servation is necessary, in order to point out more for- 
cibly the iniquity of the refusal mentioned in the text. 
A man may be said to be worthy of, or fit for, this 
marriage feast, when, feeling his wretchedness and 
misery, he comes to God in the way appointed, to get 
an entrance into the holiest, by the blood of Jesus. 

Verse 9. Go ye therefore into the highways] Avefodovg 
rev odwv, cross or by-paths ; the places where two or 
more roads met in one, leading into the city, where 
people were coming together from various quarters of 
the country. St. Luke adds hedges, to point out the 
people to whom the apostles were sent, as either miser- 
able vagabonds, or the most indigent poor, who were 
wandering about the country, or sitting by the sides of 
the ways and hedges, imploring relief. This verse points 
out the final rejection of the Jews, and the calling of 
the Gentiles. It was a custom among the Jews, when 
a rich man made a feast, to go out and invite in all 
destitute travellers. See in Rab. Beracoth, fol. 43. 

As many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage| God 
sends his salvation to every soul, that all may believe 
and be saved. 

Verse 10. Gathered together all—both bad and 
good] By the preaching of the Gospel, multitudes of 
souls are gathered into what is generally termed the 
visible Church of Christ. This Church is the rLoor, 
where the wheat and the chaff are often mingled, chap. 
iii. 12: The rie~p, where the dastard wheat and the 
true grain grow together, chap. xiii. 26,27. The nur, 
which collects of all kinds, both good and bad, chap. 
xiii. 48. The House in which the wise and foolish 
are found, chap. xxv. 1, &c. And the roxp, in which 
there are both sheep and goats, chap. xxv. 33, &c. 

Verse 11. When the king came| When God shall 
come to judge the world. 

Wedding garment] Among the orientals, long 
white robes were worn at public festivals; and those 
who appeared on such occasions with any other gar- 
~ ants were esteemed, not only highly culpable, but 
worthy of punishment. Our Lord seems here to allude 
to Zeph. i. 7, 8, The Lord hath prepared @ SACRIFICE, 
he hath B1pvEN his guests. And it shall come to pass, 
in the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, that I will punisu 
the princes, and the KING’s CHILDREN, and ALL sucH 
as are clothed with STRANGE APPAREL. The person who 
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ding is ready, but they which were | wedding 


the wedding garment. 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL 1. 


was furnished’ with 


guests. 

11 And when the king came in 
to see the guests, he saw there a man * which 
had not on a wedding garment : 

12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest 
thou in hither, not having a wedding garment ? 
And he was speechless. 


k2 Cor. v. 3; Eph. iv. 24; Col. iii. 10,12; Rev. ill. 4; xvi. 
Los exixs 8h 


invited the guests prepared such a garment for each, 
for the time being; and with which he was furnished 
on his application to the ruler of the feast. It was this 
which made the conduct of the person mentioned in 
the text inexcusable; he might have had a proper 
marriage garment, if he had applied for it. 

To afford accidental guests clothing suitable to a 
marriage feast, was a custom among the ancient 
Greeks. Homer relates that Telemachus, and the son 
of Nestor, arriving at Lacedemon when Menelaus was 
making a marriage feast for his son and daughter, 
were accommodated with garments suited to the occa- 
sion, after having been bathed and anointed. 


Tove 0’ emer ovy Opwpat Aovoay Kat YpLoay Ehaly, 

Apd. 0 apa xAatvac ovAag Badov noe xtTwvac, 

Eg pa Spovove eCovto map’ Atperdyv Mevedaov 
Odyss. I. iv. ver. 49-51. 


They entered each a bath, and by the hands 

Of maidens laved, and oiled, and clothed again 
With shaggy mantles and resplendent vests, 

Sat both enthroned at Menelaus’ side. Cowper. 


Among the Asiatics, garments called caftans, great 
numbers of which each nobleman has ordinarily ready 
in his wardrobe, are given to persons whom he wishes 
to honour: to refuse to accept or wear such a dress 
would be deemed the highest insult. 

This marriage feast or dinner (the communication 
of the graces of the Gospel in this life) prepares for 
the marriage supper of the Lamb, Rev. xix. 7, 8, 9, 
the enjoyment of eternal blessedness in the kingdom 
of glory. Now, as without Aoliness no man can see 
the Lord, we may at once perceive what our Lord 
means by the marriage garment—it is HoLiness of 
heart and life: the text last quoted asserts that the 
Jine, white, and clean linen (alluding to the marriage 
garment above mentioned) was an emblem of the 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of the saints. Mark this expression : 
the righteousness, the whole external conduct, regu 
lated according to the will and word of God. Of the 
SAINTS, the holy persons, whose souls were purified 
by the blood of the Lamb. 

Verse 12. He saith unto him, Friend] Rather, com- 
panion: so etacpe should be translated. As this man 
represents the state of a person in the visible Church, 
who neglects to come unto the master of the feast for 
a marriage garment, for the salvation which Christ has 
procured, he cannot be with any propriety called a 
friend, but may well be termed a companion, as being 
a member of the visible Church, and present at all those 
ordinances where Christ’s presence and blessing are 

ee alae 


The Pharisees take 


A.M. 4033. 13 Then said the king to the ser- 


be ee vants, Bind him hand and foot, and 
—— take him away, and cast him ! into 
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
14 ™ For many are called, but few are chosen. 
15 "Then went the Pharisees, and took 


'Chap. viii. 12——™ Chap. xx. 16. 


found, by all those who sincerely wait upon him for 
salvation. 

How camest thou in hither] Why profess to be 
called by my name while living without a preparation 
for my kingdom ? 

He was speechless.) Eipwn, he was muzzled, or 
gagged. He had nothing to say in vindication of his 
neglect. There was a garment provided, but he neither 
put it on, nor applied for it. His conduct, therefore, 
was in the highest degree insulting and indecorous. 
As this man is the emblem, by general consent, of 
those who shall perish in the last day, may we not ask, 
without offence, Where does the doctrine of absolute 
reprobation or preterition appear in his case? If Christ 
had never died for him, or if he had applied for the 
garment, and was refused, might he not well have 
alleged this in behalf of his soul !—and would not the 
gust God have listened to it? But there is not the 
smallest excuse for him: Christ died, the sacrifice was 
offered, for him; the ministers of the Gospel invited 
him ; the Holy Spirit strove with him; he might have 
been saved, but he was not: and the fault lies so ab- 
solutely at his own door that the just God is vindicated 
in his conduct, while he sends him to hell, not for the 
Jack of what he could not get, but for the lack of what 
he might have had, but either neglected or refused it. 

Then said the king to the servants! To the minis- 
tering angels, executors of the Divine will. 

Cast him into outer darkness| The Jewish mar- 
riages were performed in the night season, and the hall 
where the feast was made was superbly illuminated ; 
the outer darkness means, therefore, the darkness on 
the outside of this festal hall; rendered still more 
gloomy to the person who was suddenly thrust out 
into it from such a profusion of light. See all this 
largely treated of on chap. vill. 12. 

Verse 14. Many are called, &c.| This verse is want- 

“ing in one of Colbert’s MSS., marked 33 in Griesbach. 
See the note on chap. xx. 16. Many are called by 
the preaching of the Gospel into the outward commu- 
nion of the Church of Christ; but few, comparatively, 
are chosen to dwell with God in glory, because they 
do not come to the master of the feast for a marriage 
garment—for that holiness without which none can 
see the Lord. This is an allusion to the Roman cus- 
tom of raising their militia; all were mustered, but 
only those were chosen to serve, who were found pro- 
per. See the note on chap. xx. 16. Reader! examine 
thy soul, and make sure work for eternity ! 

Verse 15. In his talk.] Ev Aoye, by discourse : in- 
ending to ask him sudile and ensnaring questions ; his 
answers to which might involve him either with the 
Roman government, or with the great Sanhedrin. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


counsel against Jesus. 


: A. M. 4033, 
counsel how they might entangle 4M; 403: 
him in his talk. An. Olymp. 


16 And they sent out unto him Wetec 9 


their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Mas 
ter, we know that thou art true, and teachest the 
way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any 
man : for thou regardest not the person of men ; 


n Mark xii. 13; Luke xx, 20. 


Verse 16. The Herodians] For an account of this 
sect, see the note on chap. xvi. 1. The preceding 
parable had covered the Pharisees with confusion : 
when it was ended they went out, not to humble them- 
selves before God, and deprecate the judgments with 
which they were threatened; but to plot afresh the 
destruction of their teacher. The depth of their 
malice appears, 1. In their mode of attack. They had 
often questioned our Lord on matters concerning reli- 
gion; and his answers only served to increase his 
reputation, and their confusion. They now shift their 
ground, and question him concerning state affairs, and 
the question is such as must be answered; and yet the 
answer, to all human appearance, can be none other 
than what may be construed into a crime against the 
people, or against the Roman government. 2. Their 
profound malice appears farther in the choice of their 
companions in this business, viz. the Herodians. Herod 
was at this very time at Jerusalem, whither he had 
come to hold the passover. Jesus, being of Nazareth, 
which was in Herod’s jurisdiction, was considered as 
his subject. Herod himself was extremely attached to 
the Roman emperor, and made a public profession 
of it: all these considerations engaged the Pharisees 
to unite the Herodians, who, as the Syriac intimates, 
were the domestics of Herod, in this infernal plot. 3. 
Their profound malice appears, farther, in the praises 
they gave our Lord. Teacher, we know that thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God. This was indeed 
the real character of our blessed Lord; and now they 
bear testimony to the truth, merely with the design to 
make it subserve their bloody purposes. Those whose 
hearts are influenced by the spirit of the wicked one 
never do good, but when they hope to accomplish 
evil by it. Men who praise you to your face are ever 
to be suspected. The Italians have a very expres- 
sive proverb on this subject :— 


Ché ti fa carezze pit che non suole, 
O t’ ha ingannato, o ingannar ti vuole. 


He who caresses thee more than he was wont to do, 
has either DECEIVED thee, or is ABOUT TO Do IT. 


I have never known the sentiment in this proverb 
to fail; and it was notoriously exemplified in the pre- 
sent instance. Jlatterers, though they speak the 
truth, ever carry about with them a dase or malicious 
soul. 4. Their malice appears still farther in the ques- 
tion they propose. Is it lawful to give tribute to Cesar, 
or not 2—ver. 17. The constitution of the Jewish 
republic, the expectations which they had of future 
glory and excellence, and the diversity of opinions* 
which divided the Jews on this subject, rendered an 
answer to this question extremely difficult :— 
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The question about 


a oe ie ell us therefore, What think- 
An, Olymp. est thou? Is it lawful to give tribute 


°unto Cesar, or not? 
18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, 
and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
19 Show me the ? tribute money. And they 
brought unto him a 4 penny. 


© Luke ii. 1; John viii. 33; Acts v. 37——P Chap. xvii. 24 ; 
Mark xii. 15, 16. 


1. In the presence of the people, who professed to 
have no other king but God, and looked on their inde- 
pendence as an essential point of their religion. 

2. In the presence of the Pharisees, who were ready 
to stir up the people against him, if his decision could 
be at all construed to be contrary to their prejudices, 
or to their religious rights. 

3. In the presence of the Herodians, who, if the 
answer should appear to be against Cesar’s rights, 
were ready to inflame their master to avenge, by the 
death of our Lord, the affront offered to his master 
the emperor. 

4. The answer was difficult, because of the different 
sentiments of the Jews on this subject; some main- 
taining that they could not lawfully pay tribute to a 
heathen governor : while others held that as they were 
now under this strange government, and had no power 
to free themselves from it, it was lawful for them to 
pay what they had not power to refuse. 

5. The answer was difficult, when it is considered 
that multitudes of the people had begun now to receive 
Jesus as the promised Messiah, who was to be the de- 
lwerer of their nation from spiritual and temporal 
oppression, and therefore had lately sung to him the 
Hosanna Rabba: see chap. xxi. 9. If then he should 
decide the question in Cesar’s favour, what idea must 
the people have of him, either as zealous for the law, 
or as the expected Messiah? If against Cesar, he is 
ruined. Who that loved Jesus, and was not convinced 
of his sovereign wisdom, could help trembling for him 
in these circumstances ? 

Jesus opposes the depth of his wisdom to the depth 
of their malice, and manifests it :—1. By wnmasking 
them, and showing that he knew the very secrets of 
their hearts. Ye uypocrites! why tempt ye me? i. e. 
why do ye try me thus? This must cover them with 
confusion, when they saw their motives thus disco- 
vered ; and tend much to lessen their influence in the 
sight of the people, when it was manifest that they 
acted not through a desire to receive information, by 
which to regulate their conduct, but merely to ensnare 
and ruin him. 

2. Christ shows his profound wisdom in not attempt- 
ing to discuss the question at large ; but settled the 
business by seizing a maxim that was common among 
all people, and acknowledged among the Jews, That 
the prince who causes his image and titles to be stamped 
on the current coin of a country, is virtually acknow- 
ledged thereby as the governor. See Maimon. Gezel. 
c. v. in Wetstein. When Sultan Maumoup, king of 
Maveralnahar, Turquestan, and the Indies, wished to 
seize on the dominions of Semen, queen of Persia, 
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paying tribute answered. 


20 And he saith unto them, Ae 
se 2 is i and 'super- An. Olymp. 
Whose is this image p n, Oly 


scription ? —— 
21 They say unto him, coe 8. | Then 
saith he unto them, * Render therefore unto 
Cesar, the things which are Cesar’s; and 
unto God, the things that are God’s. 


In value seven-pence halfpenny : chap. xx. 2,——* Or, inserip 
tion. s Chap. xvii. 25; Rom, xiii. 7. 


who governed in the place of her young son Meged- 
edde-vilet, about A. D. 999, he sent an ambassador to 
her with the following order: You must acknowledge 
me for your KING, cause the kootbah to be read, i. €. 
pray for me in all the mosques of the kingdom, and 
GET YOUR MONEY recoined, with the IMPRESSION THAT 
Is ON mine: thus denoting that she must become ab- 
solutely subject to him. See Bibliot. Orient. de 
Galand. p. 453. Esau Afghan carried his conquest 
into Bhatty, into the viceroyalty of Bengal, and caused 
the kootbah to be read, and coin to be struck in the 
name of the Emperor Akbar. Ayeen Akbery, vol. ii, 
p. 5. See also p. 38, 92, 94, 130, 139, 187. 

Verse 19. They brought unto him a penny.| A de- 
narius: probably the ordinary capitation tax, though 
the poll tax in the law, Exod. xxx. 13, 14, was half 
a shekel, about twice as much as the denarius. The 
Roman denarius had the emperor’s image with a proper 
legend stamped on one side of it. It was not there- 
fore the sacred shekel which was to be paid for the 
repairs of the temple which was now demanded, but the 
regular tribute required by the Roman government. 

Verse 20. Whose is this mage and superscription 2] 
He knew well enough whose they were ; but he showed 
the excellency of his wisdom, 3dly, in making them 
answer to their own confusion. They came to ensnare 
our Lord in his discourse, and now they are ensnared 
in their own. He who digs a pit for his neighbour 
ordinarily falls into it himself. 

Verse 21. They say unto him, Cesar’s.] The image 
was the head of the emperor ; the superscription, his 
titles. JuLius Cmsar was the first who caused his 
image to be struck on the Roman coin. Tiberius was 
emperor at this time. 

Render therefore unto Cesar] The conclusion is 
drawn from their own premises. You acknowledge 
this to be Cesar’s coin; this coin is current in your 
land; the currency of this coin shows the country to 
be under the Roman government ; and your acknow- 
ledgment that it is Cesar’s proves you have submitted. 
Don’t therefore be unjust; but render to Caesar the 
things which you acknowledge to be his; at the same 
time, be not zmpious, but render unto God the things 
which belong to God. 

This answer is full of consummate wisdom. It 
establishes the limits, regulates the rights, and distin- 
guishes the jurisdiction of the two empires of heaven 
and earth. The wage of princes stamped on their 
coi denotes that temporal things belong all to their 
government. The image of God stamped on the soul 
denotes that all its faculties and powers belong to the 
Most High, and should be employed in his service. 
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The question of the Sadducees 


Seeneecr 22 When they had heard these 


are words, they marvelled, and left him, 
—— and went their way. 

23 %*'The same day came to him the Sad- 
ducees, “which say that there is no resurrec- 
tion, and asked him, 

24 Saying, Master, * Moses said, If a man 
die, having no children, his brother shall marry 
his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 

25 w Now there were with us seven brethren: 
and the first, when he had married a wife, 
deceased ; and, having no issue, left his wife 
unto his brother : 


t Mark xii. 18; Luke xx. 27. u Acts xxiil. 8. 
xxv. 5. 


V Deut. 


But while the earth is agitated and distracted with 
the question of political rights and wrongs, the reader 
will naturally ask, What does a man owe to Cesar 2— 
to the civil government under which he lives? Our 
Lord has answered the question—That which 1s Ce- 
sar’s. But what is it that 1s Cesar’s? 1. Honour. 2. 
Obedience. And 3. Tribute. 1. The civil government 
under which a man ives, and by which he is protected, 
demands his honour and reverence. 2. The laws which 
are made for the suppression of evil doers, and the 
maintenance of good order, which are calculated to 
promote the benefit of the whole, and the comfort of 
the individual should be religiously obeyed. 3. The 
government that charges itself with the swpport and 
defence of the whole, should have its wnavoidable ex- 
penses, however great, repaid by the people, in whose 
behalf they are incurred; therefore we should pay 
tribute. But remember, if Cesar should intrude into 
the things of God, coin a new creed, or broacha new 
Gospel, and affect to rule the conscience, while he rules 
the state, in these things Cesar is not to be obeyed ; 
he is taking the things of God, and he must not get 
them. Give not therefore God’s things to Cesar, and 
give not Cesar’s things to God. That which belongs 
to the commonwealth should, on no account whatever, 
be devoted to religious uses; and let no man think he 
has pleased God, by giving that to charitable or sacred 
uses which he has purloined from the state. ‘The 
tribute of half a shekel, which the law, (Exod. xxx. 
13, 14,) required every person above twenty years of 
age to pay to the temple, was, after the destruction of 
the temple, in the time of Vespasian, paid into the 
emperor’s exchequer. This sum, Melancthon supposes, 
amounted annually to THREE TONS OF GOLD. 

Verse 22. When they had heard these words, they 
marvelled] And well they might—never man spake like 
this man. By this decision, Camsar is satisfied—he 
gets his own to the uttermost farthing. Gop is glori- 
fied—his honour is in every respect secured. And the 
PEOPLE are edified—one of the most difficult questions 
that could possibly come before them is answered in 
such a way as to relieve their consciences, and direct 
their conduct. See L’Evangile Medité, and see my 
discourse entitled, The Rights of God and Cesar. 
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CHAP. 


XXII. 


concerning the resurrection 


26 Likewise the second also, and “eg 
the third, unto the * seventh: An. Olymp. 
27 And last of all, the woman a 
died also: 


28 Therefore, in the resurrection, whose 
wife shall she be of the seven? for they all 
had her. 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye 
do err, ¥not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
power of God. , 

30 Forin the resurrection, they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage, but “are as the an 
gels of God in heaven. 


w Tob. iii. 8, y John xx. 9. 


x Gr. seven. 
ill. 2. 


2] John 


Verse 23. The same day] Malice is ever active ; 
let it be defeated ever so often, it returns to the charge. 
Jesus and his Gospel give no- quarter to vice; the 
vicious will give no quarter to him or it. 

The Sadeucees| For an account of these see on 
chap. xvi. 1. 

Verse 24. Raise up seed unto his brother.) This law 
is mentioned Deut. xxv. 5. The meaning of the ex- 
pression is, that the children produced by this marriage 
should be reckoned in the genealogy of the deceased 
brother, and enjoy his estates. The word seed should 
be always translated children or posterity. There is 
a law precisely similar to this among the Hindoos. 

Verse 25. Seven brethren] It is very likely that the 
Sadducees increased the number, merely to make tne 
question the more difficult. 

Verse 28. Whose wife shall she be of the seven ?| 
The rabbins have said, That if a woman have two 
husbands in this world, she shall have the first only 
restored to her in the world to come. Sohar. Genes. 
fol. 24. - The question put by these bad men is well 
suited to the mouth of a libertine. ‘Those who live 
without God in the world have no other god than the 
world ; and those who have not that happiness which 
comes from the enjoyment of God have no other plea- 
sure than that which comes from the gratification of 
sensual appetites. The stream cannot rise higher than 
the spring: these men, and their younger brethren, 
atheists, deists, and libertines of all sorts, can form no 
idea of heaven as a place of blessedness, unless they can 
hope to find in it the gratification of their sensual desires. 
On this very ground Mohammed built his paradise. 

Verse 29. Ye doerr] Or, Ye are decewwed—hby your 
impure passions: not knowing the scriptures, which 
assert the resurrection :—nor the miraculous power of 
God (tnv dvvauy Tov Beov) by which it is to be effected. 
In Avoda Sara, fol. 18, Sanhedrin, fol. 90, it is said: 
“hese are they which shall have no part in the world 
to come: Those who say, the Lord did not come from 
heaven; and those who say, the resurrection cannot 
be proved out of the law.” 

Their deception appeared in their supposing, that if 
there were a resurrection, men and women were to 
marry and be given in marriage as in this life ; which 
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The resurrection proved, 


«68 But as touching the resurrec- 


An. Olymp. tion of the dead, have ye not read 
_CCU 1} that which was spoken unto you by 
God, saying, 

32 «I am the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. 

33 And when the multitude heard this, » they 


were astonished at his doctrine. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


and the Sadducees confounded. 


34 9 © But when the Pharisees ee 


had heard that he had put the An, Olymp 
Sadducees to silence, they were ———— 
gathered together. 
35 Then one of them, which was 4 a lawyer, 
asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 
36 Master, which is the great commandment 
in the law? 
37 Jesus said unto him, ° Thou shalt love 


a Pxod. iii. 6, 16; Mark xii. 26; Luke xx. 37; Acts vu. 32; 
Heb. xi. 16.—» Chap. vii. 28.—* Mark xii. 28—4 Luke x. 25, 


e Deut. vi.5; x. 12; xxx. 6; Luke x.27; 1 Sam. vil. 3; 2 Kings 
x.31; Psa. cxix.2; 1 Tim. i. 5; 1 John iv. 7,8, 17, 18, 20, 21. 


our Lord shows is not the case: for men and women 
there shall be like the angels of God, immortal, and 
free from all human passions, and from those propen- 
sities which were to continue with them only during 
this present state of existence. There shall be no 
death ; and consequently no need of marriage to main- 
tain the population of the spiritual world. 

Verse 31. Have ye not read] This quotation is taken 
from Exod. iii. 6, 16; and as the five books of Moses 
were the only part of Scripture which the Sadducees 
acknowledged as Divine, our Lord, by confuting them 
from those books, proved the second part of his asser- 
tion, “ Ye are ignorant of those very scriptures which 
ye profess to hold sacred.” 

Verse 32. I am the God of Abraham] Let it be ob- 
served, that Abraham was dead upwards of 300 years 
before these words were spoken to Moses: yet sdill 
God calls himself the God of Abraham, &c. Now 
Christ properly observes that God is not the God of 
the dead, (that word being equal, in the sense of the 
Sadducees, to an eternal annihilation,) but of the liv- 
ing; it therefore follows that, if he be the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, these are not dead, but 
alive; alive with God, though they had ceased, for 
some hundreds of years, to exist among mortals. We 
may see, from this, that our Lord combats and confutes 
another opinion of the Sadducees, viz. that there is 
neither angel nor spirit; by showing that the soul is 
not only immortal, but lives with God, even while the 
body is detained in the dust of the earth, which body 
is afterwards to be raised to life, and united with its 
soul by the mzraculous power of God, of which power 
they showed themselves to be ignorant when they de- 
nied the possibility of a resurrection. 

Verse 33. The multitude—were astonished at his 
doctrine.| God uses the infidelity of some for the 
edification of others. Had no false doctrine been 
broached in the world, we had not seen the full evi- 
dence of the true teaching. The opposition of deists 
and infidels has only served to raise up men in behalf 
of the truth of God, who not only have refuted them, 
but shown, at the same time, that the sacred testimo- 
nies are infinitely amiable in themselves, and worthy of 
allacceptation. Truth always gains by being opposed. 

Verse 34. They were gathered together.| Er to 
avto—they came together with one accord, or, for the 
same purpose ; i. e. of ensnaring him in his discourse, 
as the Sadducees had done, verse 23. The Codex 
Beze and several of the Itala have ez’ avrov, against 
him. amen togtore fnto oom.—Old MS, Eng. Bib, 
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Verse 35. A lawyer] Noutxoc, a teacher of the law. 
What is called Jawyer, in the common translation, con- 
veys a wrong idea to most readers: my old MS. ren- 
ders the word in the same way I have done. These 
teachers of the law were the same as the scribes, or 
what Dr. Wotton calls letter-men, whom he supposes 
to be the same as the Karaites, a sect of the Jews 
who rejected all the traditions of the elders, and ad- 
mitted nothing but the written word. See Wotton’s 
Mishna, vol. i. p. 78. These are allowed to have kept 
more closely to the spiritual meaning of the law and 
prophets than the Pharisees did; and hence the ques- 
tion proposed by the lawyer, (Mark xii. 28, calls him 
one of the scribes,) or Karaite, was of a more spiritual 
or refined nature than any of the preceding. 

Verse 36. Which is the great commandment] We 
see here three kinds of enemies and false accusers of 
Christ and his disciples ; and three sorts of aecusations 
brought against them. 1. The Herodians, or politi- 
cians and courtiers, who form their questions and ac- 
cusations on the mghts of the prince, and matters of 
state, ver. 16. 2. The Sadducees, or libertines, who 
found theirs upon matters of religion, and articles of 
faith, which they did not credit, ver. 23. 3. The 
Pharisees, lawyers, scribes, or Karaites, hypocritical 
pretenders to devotion, who found theirs on that vital 
and practical godliness (the love of God and man) of 
which they wished themselves to be thought the sole 
proprietors, ver. 36. 

Verse 37. Thou shalt love the Lord| This is a sub- 
ject of the greatest importance, and should be well 
understood, as our Lord shows that the whole of true 
religion 1s comprised in thus loving God and our 
neighbour. 

It may not be unnecessary to inquire into the literal 
meaning of the word love. Ayarn, from ayaraw, I 
love, is supposed to be compounded either of ayay and 
move, to act vehemently or intensely ; or, from ayew 
kata tay, because love is always active, and will act 
mm every possible way; for he who loves is, with all 
his affection and desire, carried forward to the beloved 
object, in order to possess and enjoy it. Some derive 
it from ayav and raveodat, to be completely at rest, or, 
to be intensely satisfied ; because he who loves is su- 
premely contented with, and rests completely satisfiea 
in, that which he loves. Others, from ayar and raw, 
because a person eagerly embraces, and vigorously 
holds fast, that which is the object of his love. Lastly, 
others suppose it to be compounded of ayaw, I admire. 
and mavoua, I rest, because that which a man loves 
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Love to God the great 


A. M. 4033. 

ee a 29. 
n. Olymp. 
CCIL. Ta 


the Lorp thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. 


intensely he rests in, with fixed admiration and con- 
templation. So that genuine love changes not, 
but always abides steadily attached to that Ranier is 
loved. 

Whatever may be thought of these etymologies, as 
being either just or probable, one thing will be evident 
to all those who know what Jove means, that they 
throw much light upon the subject, and manifest it in 
a variety of striking points of view. The ancient author 
of a MS. Lexicon in the late French king’s library, 
under the word ayary, has the following definition :— 
Aoracoc mpoteote ext Tn GiALa Tov SrAovuevov—Sumpuyea. 
** A pleasing surrender of friendship to a friend :—an 
identity or sameness of soul.” A sovereign prefer- 
ence given to one above all others, present or absent : 
a concentration of all the thoughts and desires in a 
single object, which a man prefers to all others. Apply 
this definition to the love which God requires of his 
creatures, and you will have the most correct view of 
the subject. Hence it appears that, by this love, the 
soul eagerly cleaves to, affectionately admires, and con- 
stantly rests in God, supremely pleased and satisfied 
with him as its portion: that it acts from him, as its 
author ; for him, as its master; and to him, as its 
end. ‘That, by it, all the powers and faculties of the 
mind are concentrated in the Lord of the universe. 
That, by it, the whole man is willingly surrendered to 
the Most High: and that, through it, an identity, or 
sameness of spirit with the Lord is acquired—the man 
being made a partakex of the Divine nature, having the 
mind in him which was in Christ, and thus dwelling 
in God, and God in him. 

But what is implied in loving God with all the heart, 
soul, mind, strength, &c., and when may a man be 
said to do this? 1. He loves God with all his heart, 
who loves nothing in comparison of him, and nothing 
but in reference to him :—who is ready to give up, do, 
or suffer any thing in order to please and glorify him :— 
who has in his heart neither Jove nor hatred, hope nor 
fear, inclination, nor aversion, desire, nor delight, but 
as they relate to God, and are regulated by him. 

2. He loves God with all his soul, or rather, ev 0A7 
zh wuyn, with all his life, who is ready to give up life 
for his sake—to endure all sorts of torments, and to 
be deprived of all kinds of comforts, rather than dis- 
honour God :—who employs life with all its comforts, 
and conveniences, to glorify God in, by, and through 
all :—to whom life and death are nothing, but as they 
come from and lead to God. From this Divine princi- 
ple sprang the dlood of the martyrs, which became the 
seed of the Church. They overcame through the blood 
of the Lamb, and loved not their lives unto the death. 
See Rey. xii. 11. 

3. He loves God with all his strength (Mark xii. 
30; Luke x. 27) who everts all the powers of his body 
and soul in the service of God :—who, for the glory 
of his Maker, spares neither /abour nor cost—who 
sacrifices his time, body, health, ease, for the honour 
of God his Divine Master :—who employs in his ser- 
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commandment of the law 


4033, 
D. 29. 
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38 This is the first and great com- 4,M. 
mandment. 


39 And the second is like unto 


vice all his goods, his talents, his power, credit, au- 
thority, and influence. 

4. He loves God with all his mind (intellect— 
dtavora) who applies himself only to know God, and his 
holy will :—-who receives with submission, gratitude, 
and pleasure, the sacred truths which God has reveal- 
ed to man :—who studies no art nor science but as far 
as it is necessary for the service of God, and uses it 
at all times to promote his glory :—-who forms no pro- 
jects nor designs but in reference to God and the in- 
terests of mankind :—who banishes from his wnder- 
standing and memory every useless, foolish, and dan- 
gerous thought, together with every zdea which has 
any tendency to defile his soul, or turn it for a mo- 
ment from the centre of eternal repose, In a word, 
he who sees God in all things—thinks of him at ail 
times—having his mind continually fixed upon God, 
acknowledging him in all his ways—who begins, con- 
tinues, and ends all his thoughts, words, and works, to 
the glory of his name :—this is the person who loves 
God with all his heart, life, strength, and intellect. 
He is crucified to the world, and the world to him: 
he lives, yet not he, but Christ lives in him. He be- 
holds as in a glass the glory of the Lord, and is 


changed into the same image from glory to glory. 


Simply and constantly looking unto Jesus, the author 
and perfecter of his faith, he receives continual sup- 
plies of enlightening and sanctifying grace, and is thus 
fitted for every good word and work. O glorious 
state! far, far, beyond this description! which com- 
prises an ineffable communion between the ever-blessed 
Trinity and the soul of man! 

Verse 38. This is the first and great commandment. ] 
It is so, 1. In its antiquity, being as old as the world, 
and engraven originally on our very nature, 

2. Indignity ; as directly and immediately proceed- 
ing from and referring to God. 

3. In excellence; being the commandment of the 
new covenant, and the very spirit of the Divine 
adoption. 

4. In justice; because it alone renders to God his 
due, prefers him before all things, and secures to him 
his proper rank in relation to them. 

5. In sufficiency ; being in itself capable of making 
men holy in this life, and happy in the other, 

6. In fruitfulness ; because it is the root of all 
commandments, and the fulfilling of the law. 

7. In wirtue and efficacy; because by this alone 
God reigns in the heart of man, and man is united to 
God. 

8. In extent; leaving nothing to the creature, which 
it does not refer to the Creator. 

9. In necessity ; being absolutely indispensable. 

10. In duration; being ever to be continued on 
earth, and never to be discontinued in heaven. 

Verse 39. Thou shalt love thy neighbour] The love 
of our neighbour springs from the love of God as its 
source; is found in the love of God as its prinezple, 
pattern, and end; and the love of God is found in the 
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The question concerning the 


A.M. 4033. it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
a une as thyself. 

40 & Onthese two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 

41 9» While the Pharisees were gathered 
together, Jesus asked them, 

42 Saying, What think ye of Christ ? whose 
son is he? They say unto him, The son of 
David. 

43 He saith unto them, How then doth 


f Lev. xix. 18; chap. xix.19; Mark xii. 31; Luke x. 27; 
Rom. xiii. 9 ; Gal. v.14; James 11. 8——é Chap. vu. 12; 1 Tim. 
i, 5.——) Mark xii. 35; Luke xx. 41. 


love of our neighbour, as its effect, representation, and 
infallible mark. This love of our neighbour is a love 
of equity, charity, succour, and benevolence. We owe 
to our neighbour what we have a right to expect from 
him—* Do unto all men as ye would they should do 
unto you,” is a positive command of our blessed Saviour. 
By this rule, therefore, we should speak, think, and 
write, concerning every soul of man :—put the best 
construction upon all the words and actions of our neigh- 
bour that they can possibly bear. By this rule we are 
taught to bear with, love, and forgive him ; to rejoice 
in his felicity, mourn in his adversity, desire and de- 
light in his prosperity, and promote it to the utmost 
of our power: instruct his ignorance, help him in his 
weakness, and risk even our life for his sake, and for 
the public good. In a word, we must do every thing 
in our power, through all the possible varieties of cir- 
cumstances, for our neighbours, which we would wish 
them to do for us, were our situations reversed. 

This is the religion of Jesus! How happy would 
society be, were these two plain, rational precepts pro- 
perly observed! ove mx, and love thy ruLLows! 
Be unutterably happy in me, and be in perfect peace, 
unanimity, and love, among yourselves. Great foun- 
tain and dispenser of love! fill thy creation with this 
sacred principle, for his sake who died for the salvation 
of mankind ! 

On the nature of self-love, see chap. xix. 19. 

Verse 40. On these two—hang ail the law and the 
prophets.| They are like the first and last links of a 
chain, all the intermediate ones depend on them. True 
religion begins and ends in love to God and man. 
These are the two grand links that unite God ta man, 
man to his fellows, and men again to God. 

Love is the fulfilling of the law, says St. Paul, Ram. 
xiii. 10; for he who has the love of God in him de- 
lights to obey the Divine precepts, and to do all manner 
of kindness to men for God’s sake. 

Verse 41. While the Pharisees were gathered to- 
gether| Jesus asks a question in his turn, utterly to 
confound them, and to show the people that the source 
of all the captious questions of his opponents was their 
ignorance of the prophecies relative to the Messiah. 

Verse 42. What think ye of Christ?] Or, What 
are your thoughts concerning THz Curistr—the Mes- 
siah; for to this title the emphatic article should always 
be added. 
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genealogy of the Messiah 


David in spirit icall him Lord 4,™; 433: 
4 An. Olymp. 
saying, CCIL.1. 


44 * The Lorp said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine 
enemies thy footstool ? 

45 If David then call him Lord, how is he 
his son ? 

46 1 And no man was able to answer him 
a word, ™neither durst any man from that 
day forth ask him any more questzons. 


i Neclus. li. 10— Psa. ex.1; Acts i. 34; 1 Cor. xv. 25; 
Heb. i. 13; x. 12, 13.——' Luke xiv. 6——™Mark xu. 34; 
Luke xx. 40. 


Whose son is he?} From what family is he to 
spring ? 

They say unto him, The son of David.] This was 
a thing well known among the Jews, and universally 
acknowledged, see John vil. 42 ; and is a most power- 
ful proof against them that the Messiah is come. Their 
families are now so perfectly confounded that they can- 
not trace back any of their genealogies with any degree 
of certainty : nor have they been capable of ascertain- 
ing the different families of their tribes for more than 
sixteen hundred years. Why, then, should the spirit 
of prophecy assert so often, and in such express terms, 
that Jesus was to come from the family of David; if 
he should only make his appearance when the public 
registers were all demolished, and it would be impossible 
to ascertain the family? Is it not evident that God 
designed that the Messiah should come at a time when 
the public genealogies might be inspected, to prove that 
it was he who was prophesied of, and that no other was 
to be expected? The evangelists, Matthew and Luke, 
were so fully convinced of the conclusiveness of this 
proof that they had recourse to the public registers ; 
and thus proved to the Jews, from their own records, 
that Jesus was born of the family mentioned by the 
prophets. Nor do we find that a scribe, Pharisee, or 
any other, ever attempted to invalidate this proof, 
though it would have essentially subserved their cause, 
could they have done it. But as this has not been done, 
we may fairly conclude it was impossible to do it. 

Verse 43. How then doth David in spirit (or by the 
Spurit—hby the inspiration of the Spirit of God) cal? 
him Lord? saying, 

Verse 44. The Lord ("7 Yeve or Jehovah) said 
unto my Lord, (118% Adni or Adonai, my prop, stay, 
master, support,) Sit thou on my right hand| Take 
the place of the greatest eminence and authority. Tull 
I make thine enemies thy footstool—till I subdue both 
Jews and Gentiles under thee, and cause them to ac- 
knowledge thee as their sovereign and Lord., This 
quotation is taken from Psa. cx. 1; and, from it, these 
two points are clear: 1. That David wrote it by the 
inspiration of God; and 2. That it is a prophetic de- 
claration of the Messiah. 

Verse 45. How is he his son?] As the Jews did 
not attempt to deny the conclusion of our Lord’s ques- 
tion, which was, the Messiah is not only the son of 
David according to the flesh, but he is the Lord of 
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The character of the CHAP. 
David according to his Divine nature, then it is evident 
they could not. Indeed, there was no other way of 
invalidating the argument, but by denying that the pro- 
phecy in question related to Christ: but it seems the 
prophecy was so fully and so generally understood to 
belong to the Messiah that they did not attempt to do 
this ; for it is immediately added, No man was able to 
answer him a word—they were completely nonplussed 
and confounded. 

Verse 46. Neither durst any—ask him any more 
questions.} “ Thus,” says Dr. Wotton, “ our Lord put 
the four great sects of the Jews to silence, in one day, 
successively. The Herodians and Pharisees wanted 
to know whether they might lawfully pay tribute to 
Cesar or not. The Sadducees were inquisitive to 
know whose wife the woman should be of the seven 
brethren, in the resurrection, who had her to wife. 
Then comes the scribe, (or karaite,) who owned no 
authority beyond or besides the written law, and asked 
which was the great commandment in the law. This 
lawyer deserves to be mentioned here, because he not 


XXIII. 


only acquiesced in, but commended, what our Lord had 
said in answer to his question.” Wotton’s Miscellane- 
ous Discourses, vol. i. p. 78. 

The Pharisees and Herodians were defeated, ver. 
15-22. The Sadducees were confounded, ver. 29-33. 
The lawyers or karaites nonplussed, ver. 37-40. And 
the Pharisees, &c., finally routed, ver. 41-46. Thus 
did the wisdom of God triumph over the cunning of men. 

From this time, we do not find that our Lord was 
any more troubled with their captious questions : their 
whole stock, it appears, was expended, and now they 
coolly deliberate on the most effectual way to get him 
murdered. He that resists the truth of God is capable 
of effecting the worst purpose of Satan. 

The very important subjects of this chapter have 
been so amply discussed in the notes, and applied so 
particularly to their spiritual uses, that it does not ap- 
pear necessary to add any thing by way of practical 
improvement. ‘The explanation of the great command 
of the law is particularly recommended to the reader’s 
notice. See on verses 36—40. 


Scribes and Phartsees. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


The character of the scribes and Pharisees, and directions to the people and the disciples to receive the law 


from them, but not to follow their bad example, 


he 


The disciples exhorted to humility, 8-12. Duffer- 


ent woes pronounced against the scribes and Pharisees for their intolerance, 13; rapacity, 14; false zeal, 


15 ; superstition in oaths and tithes, 16-23 ; hypocrisy, 24-28. 
Their destruction foretold, 33-36. Christ’s lamentation over Jerusalem, 37-39. 


tion of the apostles, &c. 


A. M. 4033. 3 
hon (THEN spake Jesus to the multi 
in, Olystp tude, and to his disciples, 


2 Saying, * The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat : 
3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you 


observe, that observe and do; but do not 
ye after their works: for they say, and 
do not. 


a Neh. viii. 4, 8; Mal. ii. 7; Mark xii. 38; Luke xx. 45. 


b Rom. 11. 19, &c. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXIII. 

Verse 2. The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ 
seat] Exatcav.—They sat there formerly by Divine 
appointment : they sit there now by Divine permission. 
What our Lord says here refers to their expounding 
the Scriptures, for it was the custom of the Jewish 
doctors to sz¢ while they expounded the law and pro- 
phets, (chap. v. 1; Luke iv. 20-22,) and do stand up 
when they read them. 

By the seat of Moses, we are to understand authority 
to teach the law. Moses was the great teacher of the 
Jewish people; and the scribes, &c., are here repre- 
sented as his successors. 

Verse 3. All therefore whatsoever] That is, all those 
things which they read out of the law and prophets, 
and all things which they teach consistently with them. 
This must be our Lord’s meaning: he could not have 
desired them to do every thing, without restriction, 
which the Jewish doctors taught; because himself 
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Their cruelty, 29-32. Their persecu- 


4 ° For they bind heavy burdens 4,™, 4938. 


and soto, to be borne, and lay An. kee 
them on men’s shoulders ; but they 
themselves will not move them with one of 
their fingers. 

5 But ¢ all their works they do for to be seen 
of men: °® they make broad their phylacteries, 
and enlarge the borders of their garments, 


¢ Luke xi. 46; Acts xv. 10; Gal. vi. 13.—4 Chap. vi. 1,2, 5, 16. 
e Num. xv. 38 ; Deut. vi. 8sixxit, 125) Prov. ui 3. 


warns his disciples against their false teaching, and 
testifies that they had made the word of God of none 
effect by their traditions. See chap. xv. 6,&c. Be- 
sides, as our Lord speaks here in the past tense— 
whatsoever they HAVE commanded, boa ermwowv, he may 
refer to the teaching of a former period, when they 
taught the way of God in truth, or were much less 
corrupted than they were now. 

Verse 4. They bond heavy burdens] They are now 
so corrupt that they have added to the ceremonies of 
the law others of their own invention, which are not 
only burdensome and oppressive, but have neither reason, 
expediency, nor revelation, to countenance them. In a 
word, like all their successors in spirit to the present 
day, they were severe to others, but very indulgent to 
themselves. 

Verse 5. All their works they do for to be seen 
of men] In pointing out the corruptions of these 
men, our Lord gives us the distinguishing character- 
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The pride of the 


eh ee 6 f And love the uppermost rooms 


Se jae at feasts, and the chief seats in the 
se 
synagogues, 


f Mark xii. 38, 39; Luke xi. 43; xx. 46; 3 John 9. 


istics of all false teachers, whether Jewish or 
Christian. 

1. They live not according to the truths they preach. 
They say, and do not, ver. 3. 

2. They are severe to others, point out the narrowest 
road to heaven, and walk in the broad road themselves. 
They bind on burdens, &c., ver. 4. 

3. They affect to appear righteous, and are strict 
observers of certain rites, &c., while destitute of the 
power of godliness. They make broad their phylac- 
teries, &c., ver. 5. 

4. They love worldly entertainments, go to feast 
wherever they are asked, and seek Church preferments. 
They love the chief places at feasts, and chief seats 
in the synagogues, ver. 6. 

5. They love and seek public respect and high titles, 
salutations in the market-place, (for they are seldom 
in their stwdies,) and to be called of men rabbi—em- 
nent teacher, though they have no title to it, either 
from the excellence or fruit of their teaching. When 
these marks are found in aman who professes to be a 
minister of Christ, charity itself will assert he is a 
thief and a robher—he has climbed over the wall of the 
sheepfold, or broken it down in order to get in, 

Phylacteries| @vAaxrypia, from gvAacow, to keep or 
preserve. These were small slips of parchment or 
vellum, on which certain portions of the law were writ- 
ten. The Jews tied these about their foreheads and 
arms, for three different purposes. 1. To put them in 
mind of those precepts which they should constantly 
observe. 2. ‘To procure them reverence and respect 
in the sight of the heathen. And 3. To act as amulets 
or charms to drive away evil spirits. 

The first use of these phylacteries is evident from 
their name. 

The second use appears from what is said on the 
subject from the Gemara, Beracoth, chap. i., quoted by 
Kypke. ‘“ Whence is it proved that phylacteries, (Pran, 
tephilin,) are the strength of Israel 1—Ans. From what 
is written, Deut. xxviii. 10. All the people of the 
earth shall see that thou art called by the name [of 
mim Jehovah|—and they shall be afraid of thee. 

The third use of them appears from the Targum, 
on Cant. viii. 3. His left hand is under my head, &e. 
“The congregation of Israel hath said, I am elect 
above all people, because I bind my phylacteries on 
my left hand, and on my head, and the scroll is fixed 
to the right side of my gate, the third part of which 
looks to my bed-chamber, that Damons may not be 
permitted to INJURE me.” 

An original phylactery lies now before me. It is a 
piece of fine vellum, about eighteen inches long, and 
an inch and quarter broad. It is divided into four une- 
qual compartments: in the first is written, in a very fair 
character, with many apices, after the mode of the 
German Jews, the first ten verses of Exod. xiii.; in 
the second compartment is written, from the eleventh 
to the sixteenth verse of the same chapter, inclusive ; 
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Pharisees reproved. 


7 And greetings inthe markets, and 4, M4088. 


to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. An. Olymp. 
8 & But be not ye called Rabbi: : 


& James iii. 1; see 2 Cor. i. 24; 1 Pet. v. 3. 


in the third, from the fourth to the ninth verse, inclu- 
sive, of Deut. vi., beginning with, Hear, O Israel, &c.; 
in the fourth, from the thirteenth to the twenty-first 
verse, inclusive, of Deut. x1. 

These passages seem to be chosen in vindication of 
the use of the phylactery itself, as the reader will see 
on consulting them: Bind them for a sien upon thy 
HAND—and for FRONTLETS between thy EyEs—write 
them upon the posts of thy Houss, and upon thy GATEs ; 
all which commands the Jews took in the most /teral 
sense. 

Even the phylactery became an important appen- 
dage to a Pharisee’s character, insomuch that some 
of them wore them very broad, either that they might 
have the more written on them, or that, the characters 
being larger, they might be the more visible, and that 
they might hereby acquire greater esteem among the 
common people, as being more than ordinarily religious. 
For the same reason, they wore the fringes of their 
garments of an unusual length. Moses had commanded 
(Num. xv. 38, 39) the children of Israel to put fringes 
to the borders of their garments, that, when they looked 
upon even these distinct threads, they might remember, 
not only the daw in general, but also the very minutia, 
or smaller parts of all the precepts, rites, and ceremo- 
nies, belonging to it. As these hypocrites were desti- 
tute of all the life and power of religion within, they 
endeavoured to supply its place by phylacteries and 
fringes without. See the note on Exod. xiii. 9. 

Verse 7. To be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.) °35 
‘35, i. e. My teacher! my teacher! The second 
rabbi is omitted by several excellent MSS., by most 
of the ancient versions, and by some of the fathers. 
Griesbach has left it in the text, with the note of 
doubtfulness. 

There are three words used among the Jews as titles 
of dignity, which they apply to their doctors—Rabh, 
Rabbi, and Rabban ; each of these terms has its par- 
ticular meaning : rabban implies much more than rabbi, 
and rabbi much more than rab. 

They may be considered as three degrees of com 
parison: rabh great, rabbi greater, and rabban greatest. 
These rabbins were looked up to as infallible oracles 
in religious matters, and usurped not only the place of 
the law, but of God himself. 

Verse 8. But be not ye called Rabbi] As our Lord 
probably spoke in Hebrew, the latter word rabbi, in 
this Verse, must have been in the plural; but as the 
contracted form of the plural sounds almost exactly 
like the singular, the Greek writer would naturally 
express them both in the same letters. 

None of the prophets had ever received this title, 
nor any of the Jewish doctors before the time of Hillel 
and Shammai, which was about the time of our Lord; 
and, as disputes on several subjects had run high be- 
tween these two schools, the people were of course 
divided; some acknowledging Hillel as rabbi,—in- 
fallible teacher, and others giving this title to Sham- 
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Humility recommended. CHAP. 
ae for one is your Master, even Christ ; 


ie ee and all ye are brethren. 
= 9 And call no man your father 

upon the earth: "for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven. 

10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is 
your Master, even Christ. 

11 But ‘he that is greatest among you shall 
be your servant. 

12 * And whosoever shall exalt himself shall 


XXIII. Woes against the scribes, §-c. 
be abased; and he that shall hum- 4,™. 4038. 
ble himself shall be exalted. a Llyn. 


13 “ But 'wo unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for -ye shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither 
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in. 

14 Wo unto you, scribes and Pharisees 
hypocrites! ™ for ye devour widows’ houses, 
and for a pretence make long prayer : therefore 


h Mal. i. 6——‘ Chap. xx. 26, 27. Job xxii.29; Prox. xv. 
33; xxix. 23; Luke xiv. 11; xviii. 14; James iv. 6; 1 Pet. 


v. 5— Luke xi. 52.——™ Mark xii. 40; Luke xx. 47; 2'Tim. 
1G Ols Mtb. tpt 


mai. The Pharisees, who always sought the honour 
that comes from men, assumed the title, and got their 
followers to address them by it. See on chap. xix. 3. 

One is your Master] Instead of xa@yyntnc, guide or 
leader, (the common reading here, and which occurs in 
verse 10,) the famous Vatican MS., upwards of fifty 
others, and most of the ancient versions, read didac- 
xadoc, master. ‘The most eminent critics approve of 
this reading ; and, independently of the very respectable 
authority by which it is supported, it is evident that 
this reading is more consistent with the context than 
the other,—Be not ye called masters, for one is your 
Master. . 

Even Christ] Griesbach has left this out of the text, 
because it is wanting in many of the most excellent 
MSS., versions, and fathers. Mill and Bengel ap- 
prove of the omission. It might have been brought 
into this verse from verse 10. Our Lord probably 
alludes to Isa. liv. 13, All thy children shall be taught 
of the Lord. 

Ye are brethren.) No one among you is higher than 
another, or can possibly have from me any jurisdiction 
over the rest. Ye are, in this respect, perfectly equal. 

Verse 9. Call no man your rarHEeR] Our Lord 
probably alludes to the an, or father of the Sanhedrin, 
who was the newt after the nasz, or president. See on 
chap. xx. 21. By which he gives his disciples to 
understand that he would have no seconp, after him- 
self, established in his Church, of which he alone 
was the head; and that perfect equality must subsist 
among them. 

Verse 10. Neither be ye called masters| Ka6yynrat, 
leaders. God is in all these respects jealous of his 
honour. To him alone it belongs to guide and lead 
his Church, as well as to govern and defend it. Jesus 
is the sole teacher of righteousness. It is he alone, 
(who is the word, light, and eternal truth,) that can 
illuminate every created mind; and who, as Saviour 
and Redeemer, speaks to every heart by his Spirit. 

Though the title of Rabbi, mentioned above, was 
comparatively recent in the time of our Lord, yet it 
was in great vogue, as were the others—/father and 
master, mentioned in this and the following verse : some 
had all three titles, for thus in Bab. Maccoth, fol. 24 : 
“Tt is feigned,” says Dr. Lightfoot, “ that when King 
Jehosaphat saw a disciple of the wise men, he rose 
up out of his throne, and embraced him, and said, 
9919 "9 137739 2AN aN, Abdi, Addi! Rabbi, Rabbi! 
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Mori, Mori !—Father, Father! Rabbi, Rabbi! Mas- 
ter, Master!’ Were then are the three titles which, 
in the 7th, 9th, and 10th verses, our blessed Lord 
condemns ; and these were titles that the Jewish doc- 
tors greatly affected. 

Verse 11. Your servant.] Ataxovoc, deacon. See on 
chap. xx. 26. 

Verse 12. Whosoever shall exalt himself, &c.] The 
way to arrive at the highest degree of dignity, in the 
sight of God, is by being willing to become the servant 
of all. Nothing is more hateful in his sight than pride ; 
to bring it into everlasting contempt, God was manifest 
in the flesh. He who was in the likeness of God 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of man, and humbled himself unto 
death. After this, can Ged look upon any proud man 
without abasing him? Spiritual lordship and domina- 
tion, ecclesiastical luxury, pomp, and pride, must be an 
abhorrence in the sight of that God who gave the above 
advices to his followers. 

Another lesson, which our blessed Lord teaches 
here, is, that no man is wplicitly to receive the say- 
ings, doctrines, and decisions of any man, or number 
of men, in the things which concern the interests of 
his immortal soul. Christ, his Spirit, and his word, 
are the only infallible teachers. Hvery man who wishes 
to save his soul must search the Scriptures, by prayer 
and faith. Reader, take counsel with the pious ; hear 
the discourses of the wise and holy: but let the book 
of God ultimately fix thy creed. 

Verses 14 and 13. Wo unto you, scribes] I think 
the fourteenth and thirteenth verses should be trans- 
posed. his transposition is authorized by some of the 
best MSS., versions, and fathers. The fourteenth is 
wanting in the BDL., and in many others of inferior 
note, as well as in several of the versions. Griesbach 
has left it out of the text, in his first edition; I hesi- 
tated, and left it in, thus transposed. I am happy to 
find that a more extensive collation of MSS., &c., has 
afforded proof to that eminent critic that it should be 
restored to its place. In the second edition, he has 
transposed the two, just as I had done. The fifteenth 
reads best after the thirteenth 

Verse 14. Ye devour widows’ houses} On this sub- 
ject I am in possession of nothing better than the fol- 
lowing note of Dr. Whitby. 

“ This sect,” says Josephus, (Ant. 1. xvii. chap. 3,) 
“ pretended to a more exact knowledge of the law, on 
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Woes against the 


A.M 4033. ye shall receive the greater dam- 
An. Olymp. nation. 

15 Wo unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! fok ye compass sea 
and land to make one proselyte, and when he 
is made, ye make him twofold more the child 
of hell than yourselves. 

16 Wo unto you, * ye blind guides, which 
say, ° Whosoever shall swear by the temple, 
it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by 
the gold of the temple, he is a debtor ! 

17 Ye fools and blind : for whether is greater, 


= Chap. xv. 14; ver. 24.——° Chap. v. 33, 34——P Exod. xxx. 
29.4 Or, debtor, or, bound. 


ST, MATTHEW. 


scribes and Pharisees 


the gold, ? or the temple that sanc- 4,M. 4038. 
? An. Ol 
tifieth the gold ? n, Olymp 


18 And, Whosoever shall swear 
by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever swear- 
eth by the gift that is upon it, he is 4 guilty. 

19 Yefools andblind: for whether 7s greater, 
the gift, or * the altar that sanctifieth the gift ? 

20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, 
sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 

21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, 
sweareth by it, and by *him that dwelleth 
therein. 


r Exod. xxix. 37——*1 Kings viii. 13; 2 Chron. vi. 2; Psa. 
xxvi. 8; cxxxil. 14. 


which account the women were subject to them, as 
pretending to be dear to God. And when Alexandra 
obtained the government, (Jewish War, b. i. ch. 4,) 
they insinuated themselves into her favour, as being the 
exactest sect of the Jews, and the most exact inter- 
preters of the Jaw, and, abusing her simplicity, did as 
they listed, remove and dispose, bind and loose, and 
even cut off men. 'They were in vogue for their long 
prayers, which they continued sometimes three hours ; 
that perhaps they sold them, as do the Roman priests 
their masses, or pretended others should be more ac- 
ceptable to God for them; and so might spoil devout 
widows by the gifts or salaries they expected from 
them. Now this being only a hypocritical pretence of 
piety, must be hateful to God, and so deserve a greater 
condemnation.” 

Long prayer] For proofs of long prayers and vain 
repetitions among Jews, Mohammedans, and heathens, 
see the notes on chap. vi. 7. 

Verse 13. Ye shut up the kingdom] As a key by 
opening a lock gives entrance into a house, &c., so 
knowledge of the sacred testimonies, manifested in ea- 
pounding them to the people, may be said to open the 
way into the kingdom of heaven. But where men 
who are termed teachers are destitute of this know- 
ledge themselves, they may be said to shwt this king- 
dom; because they occupy the place of those who 
should teach, and thus prevent the people from acquiring 
heavenly knowledge. 

In ancient times the rabbins carried a key, which 
was the symbol or emblem of knowledge. Hence it is 
written in Semachoth, chap. viii., “‘ When Rab. Samuel 
the little died, his key and his tablets were hung on 
his tomb, because he died childless.” See Schoettgen. 

The kingdom of heaven here means the Gospel of 
Christ ; the Pharisees would not receive it themselves, 
and hindered the common people as far as they could. 

Verse 15. Compass sea and land] A proverbial ex- 
pression, similar to ours, You leave no stone unturned ; 
intimating that they did all in their power to gain con- 
verts, not to God, but to their sect. These we may 
suppose were principally sought for among the Gentiles, 
for the bulk of the Jewish nation was already on the 
side of the Pharisees. 

Proselyte| Upoondavtoc, a stranger, or foreigner ; 
one who ts come from his own people and country, to 
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sojourn with another. See the different kinds of prose 
lytes explained in the note on Exod. xu. 43. 

The child of hell) A Hebraism for an excessively 
wicked person, such as might claim ell for his mother, 
and the devil for his father. 

Twofold—the child of | The Greek word dcmAotepov, 
which has generally been translated twofold, Kypxe 
has demonstrated to mean more deceitful. Arm2oic is 
used by the best Greek writers for simple, sincere, 
arAérne for simplicity, sincerity ; so dirdovc, deceitful, 
dissembling, and dimdén, hypocrisy, fraudulence, and 
dutdorepov, more fraudulent, more deceitful, more hy- 
pocritical. See also Suidas in Arion. 

Dr. Lightfoot, and others, observe, that the prose- 
lytes were considered by the Jewish nation as the scabs 
of the Church, and hindered the coming of the Messiah ; 
and Justin Martyr observes, that “‘ the proselytes did 
not only disbelieve Christ’s doctrine, but were abun- 
dantly more blasphemous against him than the Jews 
themselves, endeavouring to torment and cut off the 
Christians wherever they could ; they being in this the 
instruments of the scribes and Pharisees.” 

Verse 16. Whosoever shall swear by the gold} The 
covetous man, says one, still gives preference to the 
object of his lust; gold has still the first place in his 
heart. A man is to be suspected when he recom- 
mends those good works most from which he receives 
most advantage. 

Is bound thereby, i. e. to fulfil his oath. 

Verse 20. Whoso—shall swear by the altar] As 
an oath always supposes a person who witnesses it, 
and will punish perjury ; therefore, whether they swore 
by the temple or the gold, (ver. 16,) or by the altar or 
the gift laid on it, (ver. 18,) the oath necessarily sup- 
poses the God of the temple, of the altar, and of the 
gifts, who witnessed the whole, and would, even in 
their exempt cases, punish the perjury. 

Verse 21. Whoso shall swear by the temple] Per- 
haps it is to this custom of swearing by the temple, 
that Martial alludes, lib. xi. epist. 95. 


Ecce negas, jurasque mihi per templa Tonantis ; 
Non credo ; jura, Verpe, per Anchialum. 


“Behold, thou deniest, and swearest to me by the 

temples of Jupiter; I will not credit thee : swear, O 

Jew, by the temple of Jehovah.” This word probably 
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Profane swearing and 


eo 22 And he that shall swear by 


Aa, Cue: heaven, sweareth by ¢ the throne of 
=. Godan by him that sitteth thereon. 

23 Wo unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hy- 
pocrites ! "for ye pay tithe of mint and ¥ anise 
and cummin, and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone. 


t Chap. v. 34; Psa. xi. 4; Acts vii. 49. 
V Gr. dvqGov, dill. 


uLuke xi. 42. 


comes fromm 53°F heical Yah, the temple of Jehovah. 
This seems a better derivation than DT5X°N ON im 
chat Elohim, as God liveth, though the sound of the 
latter is nearer to the Latin. 

By him that dwelleth therein.| The common reading 
is katovxovrri, dwelleth or INHABITETH, but Katouxyoavti, 
dwelt or pip inhabit, is the reading of CDEFGHKLM, 
etghty-six others; this reading has been adopted in the 
editions of Complutum, Colineus, Bengel, and Gries- 
bach. The importance of this reading may be per- 
ceived by the following considerations. In the first 
Jewish temple, God had graciously condescended to 
manifest himse]f—he is constantly represented as 
dwelling between the cherubim, the two figures that 
stood at each end of the ark of the covenant ; between 
whom, on the mercy seat, the lid of the ark, a splen- 
dour of glory was exhibited, which was the symbol and 
proof of the Divine presence. This the Jews called 
maw Shekinah, the habitation of Jehovah. Now the 
Jews unanimously acknowledge that five things were 
wanting in the second temple, which were found in the 
first, viz., 1. The ark; 2. The holy spirit of prophecy ; 
3. The Urim and Thummim; 4. The sacred fire ; and 
5. The naw Shekinah. As the Lord had long before 
this time abandoned the Jewish temple, and had now 
made the human nature of Jesus the Shekinah, (see 
John i. 14, the Logos was made flesh, ecxyjvwcer, and 
made his tabernacle—made the Shekinah,—among us,) 
our Lord could not, with any propriety, say that the 
supreme Being did now inhabit the temple ; and there- 
fore used a word that hinted to them that God had for- 
saken their temple, and consequently the whole of that 
service which was performed in it, and had now opened 
the new and living way to the holiest by the Messiah. 
But all this was common swearing; and, whether the 
subject was true or false, the oath was unlawful. A 
common swearer is worthy of no credit, when, even in 
the most solemn manner he takes an oath before a ma- 
gistrate ; he is so accustomed to stake his truth, per- 
haps even his soul, to things whether true or false, 
that an oath cannot bind Azm, and indeed is as little 
respected by himself as it is by his neighbour. Com- 
mon swearing, and the shocking frequency and multi- 
plication of oaths in civil cases, have destroyed all 
respect for an oath; so that men seldom feel them- 
selves bound by it; and thus it is useless in many 
cases to require it as a confirmation, in order to end 
strife or ascertain truth. See the note on chap. v. 37. 

Verse 23. Ye pay tithe of mint, &c.] They were 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


hypocrisy censured. 


24 Ye blind guides, which strain A,M. 4033. 
at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 

25 Wo unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! * for ye make clean the 
outside of the cup and of the platter, but 
within they are full of extortion and excess. 

26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that 
which is within the cup and platter, that the 
outside of them may be clean also. 


An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 


71 Sam. xv. 22; Hos. vi.6; Mic. vi.8; chap. ix. 13; xii. 7 
x Mark vii. 4; Luke xi. 39. 


remarkably scrupulous in the performance of all the 
rites and ceremonies of religion, but totally neglected 
the soul, spirit, and practice of godliness. 

Judgment] Acting according to justice and equity 
towards all mankind. Mercy—to the distressed and 
miserable. And faith in God as the fountain of all 
righteousness, merey, and truth. The scribes and 
Pharisees neither began nor ended their works in God, 
nor had they any respect unto his name in doing them. 
They did them to be seen of men, and they had their 
reward—human applause. 

These ought ye to have done, &c.} Our Lord did 
not object to their paying tithe even of common pot- 
herbs—this did not affect the spirit of religion; but 
while they did this and such like, to the utter neglect 
of justice, mercy, and faith, they showed that they had 
no religion, and knew nothing of its nature. 

Verse 24. Blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and 
swallow a camel.| ‘This clause should be thus trans- 
lated: Ye strain out the gnat, but ye swallow down 
the camel. In the common translation, Ye strain at 
a gnat, conveys no sense. Indeed, it is likely to have 
been at first an error of the press, aT for our, which, 
on examination, I find escaped in the edition of 1611, 
and has been regularly continued since. There is now 
before me, ‘“ The Newe Testament, (both in Englyshe 
and in Laten,) of Mayster Erasmus translacion, im- 
prynted by Wyllyam Powell, dwellynge in Flete strete : 
the yere of our Lorde M.CCCCC.XLVII. the fyrste 
yere of the kynges (Hdwd. VI.) moste gracious reygne :” 
in which the verse stands thus: “ Ye dblinde gides, 
which strayne out a gnat, and swalowe acammel.” Itis 
the same also in Edmund Becke’s Bible, printed in Lon- 
don 1549, and in several others. —@lensyige a gnatte. 
—MS. Eng. Bib. So Wickliff. Similar to this is the 
following Arabic proverb JASL WLR Gare 5 
He eats an elephant and is choked by a gnat. ; 

Verse 25. Ye make clean the outside] ‘The Pha- 
risees were exceedingly exact in observing all the 
washings and purifications prescribed by the law; but 
paid no attention to that inward purity which was typi- 
fied by them. A man may appear clean without, who 
is unclean within ; but outward purity will not avail in 
the sight of God, where inward holiness is wanting. 

Extortion and excess.| ‘Aprayne Kat axpaotac, ra- 
pine and intemperance ; but instead of axpacvac, ntem- 
perance, many of the very best MSS., CEFGHKS, and 
more than a hundred others, the Syriac, Arabic, Ethi- 
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Hypocrisy and cruelty of 


A. M. 4033. 
M4033. 27 Wo unto you, scribes and 


An. Olymp. Pharisees, hypocrites! ¥ for ye are 
oC like unto whited sepulchres, which 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men’s bones, and of all 
uncleanness. 

28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righte- 
ous unto men, but within ye are full of hypo- 
crisy and iniquity. 

29 Wo unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the 


y Luke xi. 44; Acts xxiii. 3. z Luke xi. 47. a Acts vil. 


S)sib25 ol Ahessiai.V5; 


ST. MATTHEW. 


the scribes and Pharisees. 


a A. M. 4033. 

prophets, ote garnish the sepulchres 4, ™; o' 
* ous An. Olymp. 

of the righteous, GCI? 1. 


30 And say, If we had been in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 

31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto your- 
selves, that * ye are the children of them which 
killed the prophets. 

32 Fill ye up then the measure of your 
fathers. 

33 Ye serpents, ye ° generation of vipers, 


1 Thess. ii. 16. 
xi. 34. 


bGen. xv.. 163 ¢ Chap. li. 7; 


opic, Slavonic, with Chrysostom. Euthym., and 'Theo- 
phylact, have ads«vac, injustice, which Griesbach has 
admitted into the text instead of axpaciac. The latter 
Syriac has both. Several MSS. and versions have 
axav¥apotac, uncleanness ; others have mAeovetiac, covet- 
ousness ; some have movypiac, wickedness ; and two of 
the ancients have wuigquitate, imgquity. Suppose we 
put them all together, the character of the Pharisee 
will not be overcharged. ‘They were full of rapine 
and intemperance, wyustice and uncleanness, covetous- 
ness, wickedness, and iniquity. 

Verse 27. For ye are like] Tlapowowagete, ye ex- 
actly resemble—the parallel is complete. 

Whited sepulchres] White-washed tombs. As the 
law considered those unclean who had touched any 
thing belonging to the dead, the Jews took care to 
have their tombs white-washed each year, that, being 
easily discovered, they might be consequently avozded. 

Verse 28. Even so ye also—appear righteous unto 
men] But what will this appearance avail a man, 
when God sits in judgment upon his soul? Will the 
fair reputation which he had acquired among men, 
while his heart was the seat of unrighteousness, screen 
him from the stroke of that justice which wnpartially 
sends all impurity and unholiness into the pit of de- 
struction? No. Jm the sin that he hath sinned, and 
in which he hath died. and according to that, shall he 
oe judged and punished ; and his profession of holiness 
only tends to sink him deeper into the lake which 
burns with unyiesnable fire. Reader! see that thy 
heart be right with God. 

Verse 29. Ye build the tombs of the prophets] It 
appears that, through respect to their memory, they 
often repaired, and sometimes beautified, the tombs of 
the prophets. M. De la Vallé, in his Journey to the 
Holy Land, says, that when he visited the eave of 
Machpelah, he saw some Jews honouring a sepulchre, 
for which they have a great veneration, with lighting 
at it wax candles and burning perfumes. See Harmer, 
vol. ili. p. 416. And in ditto, p. 424, we are informed 
that building tombs over those reputed saints, or beau- 
tifying those already built, is a frequent custom among 
the Mohammedans. 

Verse 30. We would not have been partakers| They 
imagined themselves much better than their ancestors; 
but our Lord, who knew what they would do, uncovers 
their hearts, and shows them that they are about to be 

222 


more abundantly vile than all who had ever preceded 
them. 

Verse 31. Ye be witnesses] Ye acknowledge that 
ye are the children of those murderers, and ye are 
about to give full proof that ye are not degenerated. 

There are many who think that, had they lived in 
the time of our Lord, they would not have acted to- 
wards him as the Jews did. But we can scarcely be- 
lieve that they who reject his Gospel, trample under 
foot his precepts, do despite to the Spirit of his grace, 
love sin, and hate his followers, would have acted 
otherwise to him than the murdering Jews, had they 
lived in the same times. 

Verse 32. Fill ye up then] Notwithstanding the 
profession you make, ye will fill up the measure of your 
fathers—will continue to walk in their way, accom- 
plish the fulness of every evil purpose by murdering 
me; and then, when the measure of your iniquity is 
full, vengeance shall come upon you to the uttermost, 
as it did on your rebellious ancestors. The 31st 
verse should be read in a parenthesis, and then the 
32d will appear to be, what it is, an inference from 
the 30th. 

Ye will fill up, or fill ye up—raAnpocarte’ but it is 
manifest that the wnperative is put here for the future, 
a thing quite consistent with the Hebrew idiom, and 
frequent in the Scriptures. So John ii. 19, Destroy this 
temple, &c., i. e. Ye will destroy or pull down this tem- 
ple, and I wid rebuild it in three days—Ye will crucify 
me, and I will rise again the third day. Two good 
MSS. have the word in the future tense: and my old 
MS. Bible has it in the preseni—Gie (ye) fulfillen 
the mesure of goure (your) fadris. 

Verse 33. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers] 
What a terrible stroke !—Ye are serpents, and the off- 
spring of serpents. This refers to ver. 31: they con- 
fessed that they were the children of those who mur- 
dered the prophets ; and they are now going to murder 
Christ and his followers, to show that they have not 
degenerated—an accursed seed, of an accursed breed. 
My old MS. translates this passage oddly —@xee serz 
peintis, fruptis of burrownyngts of cvoris that sleen her 
movris, There seems to be here an aflusion to a com- 
mon opinion, that the young of the adder or viper 
which are brought forth alive eat their way through 
the womb of their mothers. Hence that ancient enigma 
attributed to Lacrantius :— 
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The judgments of God CHAP. 
A. M. 4033. 


‘D9, how can ye escape the damnation 
eevee. of hell? 

34 4 Wherefore, behold, I send 
unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: 
* and some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; 
and ‘ some of them shall ye scourge in your 
Synagogues, and persecute them from city 
to city: 

35 & That upon you may come all the right- 


€ Chap. xxi. 34, 35; Luke. xi. 49. © Acts v. 40; 


vii. 58, 59; 
xxii. 19.——! Chap. x. 17; 2 Cor. xi. 24, 25. 


Non possum nasci, si non occidero matrem. 

Occidi matrem: sed me manet exitus idem. 

Id mea mors faciet, quod jam mea fecit origo. 
Cel. Firm. Symposium, N. xv. 


I never can be born, nor see the day, 

Till through my parent’s womb I eat my way. 

Her I have slain; like her must yield my breath; 
For that which gave me life, shall cause my death. 


Every person must see with what propriety this 
was applied to the Jews, who were about to murder 
the very person who gave them their deing and all 
their dlessings. 

Verse 34. Wherefore] To show how my predic- 
tion, Ye will fill up the measure of your fathers, shall 
be verified, Behold, I send (I am just going to com- 
mission them) prophets, &c.; and some ye will hall, 
(with legal process,) and some ye will crucify, pretend 
to try and find guilty, and deliver them into the hands 
of the Romans, who shall, through you, ¢éhus put them 
to death. See on Luke xi. 49. By prophets, wise 
men, and scribes, our Lord intends the evangelists, 
apostles, deacons, &c., who should be employed in 
proclaiming his Gospel: men who should equal the 
ancient prophets, their wise men, and scribes, in all 
the-gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 35. Upon the earth] Enc tne ync, upon this 
land, meaning probably the land of Judea; for thus 
the word is often to be understood. The national pun- 
ishment of all the innocent blood which had been shed 
in the land, shall speedily come upon you, from the 
blood of Abel the just, the first prophet and preacher 
of righteousness, Heb. xi. 4; 2 Pet. il. 5, to the blood 
of Zachariah, the son of Barachiah. It is likely that 
our Lord refers to the murder of Zachariah, mentioned 
2 Chron xxiv. 20, who said to the people, Why trans- 
gress ye the commandments of God, so that ye cannot 
prosper? Because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath 
forsaken you. And they conspired against him and 
stoned him—at the commandment of the king, in the 
court of the house of the Lord. And when he died, he 
said, The Lord look upon and require it: ver. 21, 22. 

But it is objected, that this Zachariah was called the 
son of Jehoiada, and our Lord calls this one the son of 
Barachiah. Let it be observed, 1. That double names 
were frequent among the Jews; and sometimes the 
person was called by one, sometimes by the other.— 
Compare 1 Sam. ix. 1, with 1 Chron. viii. 33, where 
it appears that the father of Aish had two names, 
Abiel and Ner. So Matthew is called Levi; com- 
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XXIII. 


eous blood shed upon the earth, A,M: 4033. 
» from the blood of righteous Abel, ae quae 
unto ‘the blood of Techenas son 
of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 
temple and the altar. 

36 Verily I say unto you, All these things 
shall come upon this generation. 

87 *O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, ! and stonest them which 


denounced against them. 


i2 Chron. xxiv 
12 Chron. xxiv. 21. 


& Rey, xviii. 24.— Gen. iv. 8; 1 John iii. 12. 
20, 2). Luke xiii. 34. 


pare Matt. ix. 9, with Mark ii. 14. So Peter was 
also called Simon, and. Lebbeus was called Thaddeus. 
Matt. axalQs 32 

2. That Jerome says that, in the Gospel of the 
Nazarenes, it was Jehoiada, instead of Barachiah. 

3. That Jehoiada and Barachiah have the very 
same meaning, the praise or blessing of Jehovah. 

4, That as the Lord required the blood of Zachariah 
so fully that in a year all the princes of Judah and 
Jerusalem were destroyed by the Syrians, and Joash, 
who commanded the murder, slain by his own ser- 
vants, 2 Chron. xxiv. 23-25, and their state grew 
worse and worse, till at last the temple was burned, 
and the people carried into captivity by Nebuzaradan : 
—so it should also be with the present race. The 
Lord would, after the crucifixion of Christ, visit upon 
them the murder of all those righteous men, that their 
state should grow worse and worse, till at last the 
temple should be destroyed, and they finally ruined by 
the Romans. See this prediction in the next chapter : 
and see Dr. Whitby concerning Zachariah, the son of 
Barachiah. 

Some think that our Lord refers, in the spirit of 
prophecy, to the murder of Zacharias, son of Baruch, 
a rich Jew, who was judged, condemned, and massa- 
cred in the temple by Idumean zealots, because he 
was rich, a lover of liberty, and a hater of wickedness. 
They gave him a mock trial; and, when no evidence 
could be brought against him of his being guilty of the 
crime they laid to his charge, viz. a design to betray 
the city to the Romans, and his judges had pronounced 
him innocent, two of the stoutest of the zealots fell 
upon him and slew him in the middle of the temple. 
See Josephus, War, b. iv. chap. v. s. 5. See Cre- 
vier, vol. vi. p. 172, History of the Roman Emperors. 
Others imagine that Zachariah, one of the minor 
prophets, is meant, who might have been massacred by 
the Jews; for, though the account is not come down 
to us, our Lord might have it from a well known 
tradition in those times. But the former opinion is 
every way the most probable. 

Between the temple and the altar.| That is, be- 
tween the sanctuary and the altar of burnt-offerings. 

Verse 36. Shall come upon this generation] Exc 
Thy yeveay tavTnv, upon this race of men, viz. the 


Jews. This phrase often occurs in this sense in the 
evangelists. 
Verse 37. O Jerusalem, Jerusaiem| 1. It is evi- 


dent that our blessed Lord seriously and earnestly 
wished the salvation of the Jews. 2. That he did 
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Pathetic lamentation 


A.M. 4033. are sent unto thee, how often would 


An. Olymp. ™ J have gathered thy children 
See together, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens " under her wings, and ye 
would not. 


m Deut. xxxil. 11, 12; 2 Esdr. i. 30. 


every thing that could be done, consistently with his 
own perfections, and the liberty of his creatures, to 
effect this. 3. That his tears over the city, Luke xix. 
41, sufficiently evince his sincerity. 4. That these 
persons nevertheless perished. And 5. That the rea- 
son was, they would not be gathered together under 
his protection: therefore wrath, i. e. punishment, came 
upon them to the uttermost. From this it is evident 
that there have been persons whom Christ wished to 
save, and bled to save, who notwithstanding perished, 
because they would not come unto him, John v. 40. 
The metaphor which our Lord uses here is a very 
beautiful one. When the hen sees a beast of prey 
coming, she makes a noise to assemble her chickens, 
that she may cover them with her wings from ‘the 
danger. The Roman eagle is about to fall upon the 
Jewish state—nothing can prevent this but their con- 
version to God through Christ—Jesus cries through- 
out the land, publishing the Gospel of reconciliation— 
they would not assemble, and the Roman eagle came 
and destroyed them. The hen’s affection to her brood 
is so very strong as to become proverbial. The fol- 
lowing beautiful Greek epigram, taken from the Antho- 
logia, affords a very fine illustration of this text. 


Xewpeptate vidadecot Tahvvoueva Tidac opvic 
Texvolc evvatac apdeyee TTEpvy ac. 
Meoda pev ovpavioy Kpvog wihecev n yap Efelvev 
AvSepog ovpaviwy avrTimadog vegenv. 
TIpoxvy kat Medeca, kat’ aidoc aiecdnre, 
Myrtepec, opvitwr epya didackomevat, 
Anthol. lib. i. Tit. Ixxxvii. edit. Bosch. p. 344. 


Beneath her fostering wing the nen defends 

Her darling offspring, while the snow descends ; 
Throughout the winter’s day unmoved defies 

The chilling fleeces and inclement skies ; 

Till, vanquish’d by the cold and piercing blast, 
True to her charge, she perishes at last! 

O Fame! to hell this fowl’s affection bear ; 

Tell it to Progné and Medea there :-— 

To mothers such as those the tale unfold, 

And let them blush to hear the story told!—T. G. 


This epigram contains a happy illustration, not only 
of our Lord’s simile, but also of his own conduct. 
How long had these thankless and unholy people been 
the ohjects of his tenderest cares! For more than 2000 
years, they engrossed the most peculiar regards of the 
most beneficent Providence; and during the three 
years of our Lord’s public ministry, his preaching and 
miracles had but one object and aim, the instruction 
and salvation of this thoughtless and disobedient people. 
For their sakes, he who was rich became poor, that 
they through fis poverty might be rich :—for their 
sakes, he made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and became obedient unto 
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over Jerusalem 


38 Behold, your house is left rt ie 
An. Ol 
unto you desolate. x5 Oiymp 


39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not 
see me henceforth, till ye shall say, ° Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


n Psa, xvil. 8; xci. 4. © Psa. exvill. 26; chap. xxi. 9. 


death, even the death of the cross! He died, that 
THEY might not perish, but have everlasting life. Thus, 
to save their life, he freely abandoned his own. 

Verse 38. Behold, your house] O o:xoc, the temple : 
—this is certainly what is meant. It was once the 
Lorp’s temple, God’s own house; but now he says, 
your temple or house—to intimate that God had aban- 
doned it. See the note on ver. 21; see also ‘on 
Luke xui. 35. 

Verse 39. Ye shall not see me] I will remove my 
Gospel from you, and withdraw my protection. 

Till ye shall say, Blessed\ Till after the fulness of 
the Gentiles is brought in, when the word of life shall 
again be sent unto you; then will ye rejoice, and bless, 
and praise him that cometh in the name of the Lord, 
with full and final salvation for the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. See Rom. xi. 26, 27. 


Our Lord plainly foresaw that, in process of time, 
a spiritual domination would arise in his Church; and, 
to prevent its evil influence, he leaves the strong warn- 
ings against it which are contained in the former part 
of this chapter. As the religion of Christ is com. 
pletely spiritual, and the influence by which it is pro- 
duced and maintained must come from heaven; there- 
fore, there could be no master or head but himself: 
for as the Church (the assemblage of true believers) is 
his body, all its intelligence, light, and life, must pro- 
ceed from him alone. Our forefathers noted this well ; 
and this was one of the grand arguments by which 
they overturned the papal pretensions to supremacy in 
this country. In a note on ver. 9, in a Bible published 
by Edmund Becke in 1549, the 2nd of Edward VI., 
we find the following words :—€all no man gour 
father upon the cavth. Were ts the Bishoppe of Wome 
veclared a plaine Antichriste, in that he wouldve be call- 
ev the most holve father; and that all @hvristen men 
spoulde acknowledge ym for no lesse then theiv spyrt- 
tuall father, notwithstandinge these playne wordes of 
Christe. It is true, nothing can be plainer; and yet, 
in the face of these commands, the pope has claimed 
the honour; and millions of men have been so stupid 
as to concede it. May those days of darkness, ty- 
ranny, and disgrace, never return ! 

From the 13th to the 39th verse, our Lord pro- 
nounces eight woes, or rather pathetic declarations, 
against the scribes and Pharisees. 1. For their un- 
willingness to let the common people enjoy the pure 
word of God, or its right explanation: Ye shut up the 
kingdom, &c., ver. 13. 

2. For their rapacity, and pretended sanctity in 
order to secure their secular ends: Ye devour widows’ 
houses, &c., ver. 14. 

3. For their pretended zeal to spread the kingdom 
of God by making proselytes, when they had no other 
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end in view than forming instruments for the purposes 
of their oppression and cruelty: Ye compass sea and 
land, &c., ver. 15. 

4. For their bad doctrine and false interpretations 
of the Scriptures, and their dispensing with the most 
solemnn oaths and vows at pleasure: Ye blind guides, 
which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it 
is nothing, &c., ver. 16-22. 

5. For their superstition in scrupulously attending 
to little things, and things not commanded, and omit- 
ting matters of great importance, the practice of which 
God had especially enjoined: Ye pay tithe of mint 
and cummin, &¢., ver. 23, 24. 

6. For their hypocrisy, pretended saintship, and 
endeavouring to maintain decency in their outward 
conduct, while they had no other object in view than 
to deceive the people, and make them acquiesce in 
their oppressive measures: Ye make clean the outside 
of the cup, ver. 25, 26. 

7. For the depth of their inward depravity and 
abomination, having nothing good, fair, or supportable, 
but the mere outside-——Most hypocrites and wicked 
men have some good: but these were radically and 
totally evil: Ye are like unto whited sepulchres— 
within full—of all uncleanness, ver. 27, 28. 

8. For their pretended concern for the holiness of 
the people, which proceeded no farther than to keep 
them free from such pollutions as they might acci- 


XXIV. destruction of the temple. 
dentally and innocently contract, by casually stepping 
on the place where a person had been buried: and 
for their affected regret that their fathers had killed 
the prophets, while themselves possessed and culti- 
vated the same murderous inclinations : Ye—garnish 
the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, If we had 
been, &c., ver. 29, 30. 

It is amazing with what power and authority our 
blessed Lord reproves this bad people. This was the 
last discourse they ever heard from him; and it is 
surprising, considering their wickedness, that they 
waited even for a mock trial, and did not rise up at 
once and destroy him. But the time was not yet 
come in which he was to lay down his life, for no 
man could take it from him. 

While he appears in this last discourse with all the 
authority of a lawgiver and judge, he at the same time 
shows the tenderness and compassion of a friend and 
a father: he beholds their awful state—his eye affects 
his heart, and he weeps over them! Were not the 
present hardness and final perdition of these ungodly 
men entirely of themselves? Could Jesus, as the Su- 
preme God, have fixed their reprobation from all eter- 
nity by any necessitating decree ; and yet weep over 
the unavoidable consequences of his own sovereign 
determinations ? How absurd as well as shocking is 
the thought! This is Jewish exclusion: Credat Ju- 
deus Apella—non ego. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


Christ foretells the destruction of the temple, 1,2. His disciples inquire when and what shall be the signs 


of this destruction, 3. 
filences, and earthquakes, 6-8. 
ral spread of the Gospel, 14. 
2ties of those times, 19-22. 

of these calamities, 27, 28. 

the parable of the fig-tree, 32, 33. 
Careless state of the people, 37-41. 


Our Lord answers, and enumerates them—false Christs, 5. 
Persecution of his followers, 9. 
He foretells the investment of the city by the Romans, 15-18. The calam- 

Warns them against seduction by false prophets, 23-26. 

Total destruction of the Jewish polity, 29-31. 

The certainty of the event, though the time 1s concealed, 34—36. 

The necessity of watchfulness and fidelity, illustrated by the par- 


Wars, famines, pes- 
Apostasy from the truth, 10-13. Gene- 


The suddenness 
The whole illustrated by 


able of the two servants, one faithful, the other wicked, 42-5 1.. 


A. M, 4033. ND “Jesus went out, and de-;show him the buildings of the 4,™; 4033 
An. Olymp. parted from the temple: andj temple. fn. Oe 
me eT hie disciples came to him for to} 2 And Jesus said unto them, See 

ai 


aChap. xxiii. 38; Hag. ii.9; Mal. iii. 1; Mark xiii. 1; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXIV. 

This chapter contains a prediction of the utter de- 
struction of the city and temple of Jerusalem, and the 
subversion of the whole political constitution of the 
Jews; and is one of the most valuable portions of the 
new covenant Scriptures, with respect to the evidence 
which it furnishes of the truth of Christianity. HEvery 
thing which our Lord foretold should come on the tem- 
ple, city, and people of the Jews, has been fulfilled in 
the most correct and astonishing manner ; and witness- 
ed by a writer who was present during the whole, who 
was himself a Jew, and is acknowledged to be an histo- 
rian of indisputable veracity in all those transactions 
which concern the destruction of Jerusalem. With- 
out having designed it, he has written a commentary 
en our Lord’s words, and shown how every tittle was 


Von. 1. Cis 5 


Luke xxi. 5.—— Mice. ili. 12; Luke xxi. 5, &c. 


punctually fulfilled, though he knew nothing of the 
Scripture which contained this remarkable prophecy. 
His account will be frequently referred to in the course 
of these notes; as also the admirable work of Bishop 
Newton on the prophecies. 

Verse 1. And Jesus went out, and departed from 
the temple] Ox, And Jesus, going out of the temple, was 
going away. This is the arrangement of the words in 
several eminent manuscripts, versions, and fathers ; and 
is much clearer than that in the common translation. 
The Jews say the temple was built of white and 
green-spotted marble. See Lightfoot. Josephus says 
the stones were white and strong; fifty feet long, twenty- 
four broad, and’ sixteen thick. Antiq. b. 15. c. XI 
See Mark xii. 1. 

Verse 2. See ye not all these things ?] The common 
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A.M. 4033. ye not all these things? Verily I 


An. Olymp. say unto you, ° There shall not be 
_CCH1 eft here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down. 

3 9 And as he sat upon the mount of 
Olives, the ¢ disciples came unto him privately, 
saying, ° Tell us, when shall these things be? 


ST. MATTHEW. 


destruction of the temple. 


and what shall be the sign of thy com- 4; M, 4088. 

ing, and of the end of the world? — An. Olymp. 
4 And Jesus answered and said 

unto them, f Take heed that no man deceive you. 
5 For £ many shall come in my name, say- 

ing, I am Christ; * and shall deceive many. 
6 And ye shall hear of wars, and rumours 


c] Kings ix. 7; Jer. xxvi. 18; Mic. iii. 12; Luke xix. 44. 
4 Mark xiii. 3. e] Thess. v. I. 


text, and many manuscripts, have ov BAerete, Do ye 
not see, or consider? But the negative particle is 
omitted by several excellent manuscripts, by the Cop- 
tic, Sahidic, Armenian, Ethiopic, Slavonic, Vulgate, 
and Itala versions, and by some of the primitive fathers, 
who all read it thus, see, or consider all these things. 

There shall not be left here one stone] These seem 
to have been the last words he spoke as he left the 
temple, into which he never afterwards entered; and, 
when he got to the mount of Olives, he renewed the 
discourse. From this mount, on which our Lord and 
his disciples now sat, the whole of the city, and par- 
ticularly the temple, were clearly seen. This part of 
our Lord’s prediction was fulfilled in the most literal 
manner. Josephus says, War, book vii. c. 1: “ Cesar 
gave orders that they should now demolish the whole 
city and temple, Te Todw axacay Kat TQV vewY KaTaoKET- 
Tew, except the three towers, Phaselus, Hippicus, and 
Mariamne, and a part of the western wall, and these 
were spared; but, for all the rest of the wall, it was 
laid so completely even with the ground, by those who 
dug it up to the foundation, that there was left nothing 
to make those that came thither believe it had ever 
been inhabited.” Maimonides, a Jewish rabbin, in 
Tract. Taanith, c. 4, says, “That the very foundations 
of the temple were digged up, according to the Roman 
custom.” His words are these: “On that ninth day 
of the month Ab, fatal for vengeance, the wicked Turnus 
Rufus, of the children of Edom, ploughed up the tem- 
ple, and the places round about it, that the saying might 
be fulfilled, Zzon shall be ploughed as a field.” This 
Turnus, or rather Terentius Rufus, was left general 
of the army by Titus, with commission, as the Jews 
suppose, to destroy the city and the temple, as Jose- 

_ phus observes. 

The temple was destroyed Ist. Justly ; because of 
the sins of the Jews. 2dly. Mercifully; to take away 
from them the oceasion of continuing in Judaism: and 
3dly. Mysteriously ; to show that the ancient sacrifices 
were abolished, and that the whole Jewish economy 
was brought to an end, and the Christian dispensation 
introduced. 

Verse 3. Tell us, when shall these things be 2] 
There appear to be three questions asked here by the 
disciples. Ist. When shall these things be? viz. the 
destruction of the city, temple, and Jewish state. 2dly. 
What shall be the sign of thy coming ? viz. to execute 
these judgments upon them, and to establish thy own 
Church: and 3dly. When shall this world end 2 When 
wilt thou come to judge the quick and the dead? But 
there are some who maintain that these are but three 
parts of the same question, and that our Lord’s answers 
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£ Eph. v. 6; Col. ii. 8,18; 2 Thess. ii.3; 1 John iv. 1— = Jer. 
xiv. 14; xxiii. 21, 25; ver. 24; John v. 43——+4 Ver. 11. 


only refer to the destruction of the Jewish state, and 
that nothing is spoken here concerning the LAsT or 
gudgment day. 

End of the world| Tov atwvoc; or, of the age, 
viz. the Jewish economy, which is a frequent accom- 
modated meaning of the word Awv, the proper mean- 
ing of which is, as Avistotle (De Celo) observes, 
ETERNAL. Avov, guast aet wv continual being: and no 
words can more forcibly point out eternity than these. 
See the note on Gen. xxi. 33. 

Verse 4. Take heed that no man deceive you.| The 
world is full of deceivers, and it is only by taking heed 
to the counsel of Christ that even his followers can 
escape being ruined by them. Irom this to ver. 31, 
our Lord mentions the signs which should precede his 
coming. 

The First sign is false Christs. 

Verse 5. For many shall come in my name] 1. Jo- 
sephus says, (War, b. ii. c. 13,) that there were many 
who, pretending to Divine inspiration, deceived the 
people, leading out numbers of them to the desert, pre- 
tending that God would there show them the signs of 
liberty, meaning redemption from the Roman power; 
and that an Egyptian false prophet led 30,000 men 
into the desert, who were almost all cut off by Feliz. 
See Acts xxi. 38. It was a just judgment for God 
to deliver up that people into the hands of false Christs 
who had rejected the trwe one. Soon after our Lord’s 
crucifixion, Simon Magus appeared, and persuaded the 
people of Samaria that he was the great power of God, 
Acts vill. 9, 10; and boasted among the Jews that he 
was the son of God. 

2. Of the same stamp and character was also Dosv- 
theus, the Samaritan, who pretended that he was the 
Christ foretold by Moses. 

3. About twelve years after the death of our Lord, 
when Cuspius Fadus was procurator of Judea, arose 
an impostor of the name of Theudas, who said he was 
a prophet, and persuaded a great multitude to follow 
him with their best effects to the river Jordan, which 
he promised to divide for their passage; and saying 
these things, says Josephus, he deceived many: almost 
the very words of our Lord. 

4, A few years afterwards, under the reign of Nero, 
while F'elix was procurator of Judea, impostors of this 
stamp were so frequent that some were taken and killed 
almost every day. Jos. Ant. b. xx. c. 4. and 7. 


The second sign, wars and commotions. 


Verse 6. The next signs given by our Lord are 
wars and rumours of wars, &c.] These may be seen 
in Josephus, Ant. b. xvii. c. 9; War, b. ii. ¢. 10; 

( 15* ) 


Signs that shall precede the CHAP. 
AM. 4033. of -wars: see that ye be not 


Aa, Gymp: troubled: for all these things must 
z= come to” “pass, “but fe - ends 1s 


not yet. 


i2 Chron. xv. 6; Isa. xix. 2; 


especially as to the rwnours of wars, when Caligula 
ordered his statue to be set up in the temple of God, 
which the Jews having refused, had every reason to 
expect a war with the Romans, and were in such con- 
sternation on the occasion that they even neglected to 
till their land. 

Verse 7. Nation shall rise against nation] This 
portended the dissensions, insurrections, and mutual 
slaughter of the Jews, and those of other nations, who 
dwelt in the same cities together; as particularly at 
Cesarea, where the Jews and Syrians contended about 
the s7ght of the city, which ended there in the total 
expulsion of the Jews, above 20,000 of whom were 
slain. ‘The whole Jewish nation being exasperated at 
this, flew to arms, and burnt and plundered the neigh- 
bouring cities and villages of the Syrians, making an 
immense slaughter of the people. The Syrians, in 
return, destroyed not a less number of the Jews. At 
Scythopolis they murdered upwards of 13,000. At 
Ascalon they killed 2,500. At Ptolemais they slew 
2000, and made many prisoners. The Tyrians also 
put many Jews to death, and imprisoned more: the 
people of Gadara did likewise ; and all the other cities 
of Syria in proportion, as they hated or feared the 
Jews. At Alexandria the Jews and heathens fought, 
and 50,000 of the former were slain. The people of 
Damascus conspired against the Jews of that city, and, 
assaulting them unarmed, killed 10,000 of them. See 
Bishop Newton, and Dr. Lardner. 

Kingdom against kingdom] This portended the 
open wars of different tetrarchies and provinces against 
each other. Ist. That of the Jews and Galileans 
against the Samaritans, for the murder of some Gali- 
leans going up to the feast of Jerusalem, while Cuma- 
nus was procurator. 2dly. That of the whole nation 
of the Jews against the Romans and Agrippa, and 
other allies of the Roman empire; which began when 
Gessius Florus was procurator. 3dly. That of the 
civil war in Italy, while Otho and Vitellius were con- 
tending for the empire. It is worthy of remark, that 
the Jews themselves say, “In the time of the Messiah, 
wars shall be stirted up in the world; nation shall rise 
against nation, and city against city.” Sohar Kadash. 
“ Again, Rab. Eleasar, the son of Abina, said, When 
ye see kingdom rising against kingdom, then expect 
the immediate appearance of the Messiah.” Bereshith 
Rabba, sect. 42. 


The ruirp sign, pestilence and famine. 


It is farther added, that There shall be famines, and 
pestilences] There was a famine foretold by Agabus, 
(Acts xi. 28,) which is mentioned by Suetonius, Ta- 
citus, and Eusebius ; which came to pass in the days 
of Claudius Caesar, and was so severe at Jerusalem 
that Josephus says (Ant. b. xx. c. 2.) many died for 
lack of food. Pestilences are the usual attendants of 
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7 For ‘nation shall rise against 4, M; 4033. 
nation, and kingdom against king- eae 
dom: and there shall be famines, and —————"_ 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 


Hag. ii. 22; Zech. xiv. 13. 


famines: as the scarcity and badness of provisions 
generally produce epidemic disorders. 


The rourTH sign, earthquakes or popular commotions. 


Earthquakes, in divers places.| If we take the word 
cetowoe from cew to shake, in the first sense, then it 
means particularly those popular commotions and in- 
surrections which have already been noted; and this 
I think to be the true meaning of the word: but if we 
confine it to earthquakes, there were several in those 
times to which our Lord refers; particularly one at 
Crete in the reign of Claudius, one at Smyrna, Mile- 
tus, Chios, Samos. See Grotius. One at Rome, 
mentioned by Tacitus; and one at Laodicea im the 
reign of Nero, in which the city was overthrown, as 
were likewise Mterapolis and Colosse. See Tacit. 
Annal. lib. xii. and lib. xiv. One at Campania, men- 
tioned by Seneca; and one at Rome, in the reign of 
Galba, mentioned by Suetonius in the life of that em- 
peror. Add to all these, a dreadful one in Judea, 
mentioned by Josephus (War, b. iv. c. 4.) accompanied 
by a dreadful tempest, violent winds, vehement show- 
ers, and continual ightnings and thunders ; which led 
many to believe that these things portended some un- 
common calamity. 


The rirru sign, fearful portents. 

To these St. Luke adds that there shall be fearful 
sights and great signs from heaven (chap. xxi. 11.) 
Josephus, in his preface to the Jewish war, enumerates 
these. Ist. A star hung over the city like a sword; 
and a comet continued a whole year. 2d. The people 
being assembled at the feast of wnleavened bread, at 
the ninth hour of the night, a great ight shone about 
the altar and the temple, and this continued for half an 
hour. 3d. At the same feast, a cow led to sacrifice 
brought forth a Zamb in the midst of the temple! 4th. 
The eastern gate of the temple, which was of solid 
brass, and very heavy, and could hardly be shut by 
twenty men, and was fastened by strong bars and bolts, 
was seen at the sixth hour of the night to open of its 
own accord! 5th. Before sin-setting there were seen, 
over all the country, chariots and armies fighting in 
the clouds, and besieging cities. 6th. At the feast of 
pentecost, when the priests were going into the inner 
temple by night, to attend their service, they heard first a 
motion and noise, and then a voice, as of a multitude, 
saying, Let us peparT HENcH! 7th. What Josephus 
reckons one of the most terrible signs of all was, that 
one Jesus, a country fellow, four years before the war 
began, and when the city was in peace and plenty, 
came to the feast of tabernacles, and ran crying 
up and down the streets, day and night: “A voice 
from the east! a voice from the west! a voice from 
the four winds! a voice against Jerusalem and the 
temple! a voice against the bridegrooms and the 
brides! and a voice against all the people!” Though the 
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A. M. 4033. ie 
a Dboe 8 All these are the beginning of 
An. Olymp. sorrows. 


see 9 * Then shall they deliver you up 


to be afflicted, and shall kill you ; and ye shall 

be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. 
10 And then shall many 'be offended, and shall 

betray one another, and shall hate one another. 


k Chap. x. 17; Mark xiii. 9; Luke xxi. 12; John xv. 20; 
xvi. 2; Acts iv. 2,3; vii. 59; xii. 1, &c.; 1 Pet. iv. 16; Rev. 
ii. 10, 13. 
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disciples foretold. 


11 And ™many false prophets 4,™; 45° 


shall rise, and “shall deceive - Gone: 
many. SS 

12 And because iniquity shall abound, the 
love of many shall wax cold. 

13 ° But he that shall endure unto the end, 
the same shall be saved. 

1 Chap. xi. 6; xiii. 57; 2Tim.i. 15; iv. 10, 16——™ Chap. 


vii. 15; Acts xx. 29; 2 Pet. ii. 1——1 Tim. iv. 1; ver. 5, 24. 
o Chap. x. 22; Mark xiii. 13; Heb. ili. 6, 14; Rey. ii. 10. 


magistrates endeavoured by stripes and tortures to re- 
strain him, yet he still cried, with a mournful voice, 
“Wo, wo to Jerusalem!” And this he continued 
to do for several years together, going about the walls 
and crying with aloud voice: ‘‘ Wo, wo to the city, 
and to the people, and to the temple!” and as he 
added, “Wo, wo to myself!” a stone from some 
sling or engine struck him dead on the spot! It is 
worthy of remark that Josephus appeals to the testi- 
mony of others, who saw and heard these fearful things. 
Tacitus, a Roman historian, gives very nearly the 
same account with that of Josephus. Hist. lib. v. 

Verse 8. All these are the beginning of sorrows.| 
QSwor, travailing pains. The whole land of Judea 
is represented under the notion of a woman in grievous 
travail ; but our Lord intimates, that all that had already 
been mentioned were only the first pangs and throes, 
and nothing in comparison of that hard and death- 
bringing labour, which should afterwards take place. 

From the calamities of the nation in general, our 
Lord passes to those of the Christians ; and, indeed, 
the sufferings of his followers were often occasioned 
by the judgments sent upon the land, as the poor 
Christians were charged with being the cause of these 
national calamities, and were cruelly persecuted on 
that account. 

Verse 9. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflict- 
ed] Rather, Then they will deliver you up to affliction, 
etc OAuev. By a bold figure of speech, affliction is 
here personified. ‘They are to be delivered into afflic- 
tion’s own hand, to be harassed by all the modes of 
inventive torture. 

Ye shall be hated of all nations] Both Jew and 
Gentile will unite in persecuting and tormenting you. 
Perhaps tavtwy toy efvey means all the Gentiles, as 
in the parallel places in Mark xiii. 9-11, and in Luke 
XXi, 12-15, the Jewish persecution is mentioned dis- 
tinctly. Ye shall be delivered up to councius and be 
beaten in synacocurs, and ye shall stand before gover- 
nors and kings for my name’s sake—be not anxiously 
careful beforehand what ye shall speak—for ye are 
not the speakers, but the Holy Spirit will speak by 
you—I will give you utterance and wisdom, which all 
your adversaries shall not be able to contradict or re- 
sist. We need go no farther than the Acts of the 
Apostles for the completion of these particulars. Some 
were delivered to councils, as Peter and John, Acts 
iv. 5. Some were brought before rulers and kings, 
as Paul before Gallio, chap. xviii. 12, before Felix, 
xxiv., before Festus and Agrippa, xxv. Some had 
utterance and wisdom which their adversaries were not 
able to resist: so Stephen, chap. vi. 10, and Paul, 
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who made even Felix himself tremdle, chap. xxiv. 25. 
Some were imprisoned, as Peter and John, chap. iv. 
3. Some were Jeaten, as Paul and Silas, chap. xvi. 
23. Some were put to death, as Stephen, chap. vil. 
59, and James the brother of John, chap. xii. 2. But 
if we look beyond the book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
to the bloody persecutions under Nero, we shall find 
these predictions still more amply fulfilled: in these, 
numberless Christians fell, besides those two champi- 
ons of the faith, Peter and Paul. And it was, as says 
Tertullian, nominis prelium, a war against the very 
name of Christ; for he who was called Christian had 
committed crime enough, in bearing the name, to be 
put to death. So true were our Saviour’s words, that 
they should be hated of all men for his NamE’s sake. 

But they were not only to be hated by the Gentiles, 
but they were to be betrayed by apostates. 

Verse 10. Then shall many be offended, and shall 
betray one another| To illustrate this point, one sen- 
tence out of Tacitus (Annal. 1. xv.) will be sufficient, 
who, speaking of the persecution under Nero, says, A¢ 
first several were seized, who confessed, and then by 
THEIR DISCOVERY a great multitude of others were con- 
victed and executed. 

Verse 11. False prophets] Also were to be raised 
up; such as Simon Magus and his followers ; and the 
false apostles complained of by St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 13, 
who were deceitful workers, transforming themselves 
into the apostles of Christ. Such also were Hymeneus 
and Philetus, 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. 

Verse 12. The love of many shall wax cold.| By 
reason of these trials and persecutions from wzthout, 
and those apostasies and false prophets from within, 
the love of many to Christ and his doctrine, and to one 
another, shall grow cold. Some openly deserting the 
faith, as ver. 10; others corrupting it, as ver. 11 ; and 
others growing indifferent about it, as verse 12. Even 
at this early period there seems to have been a very 
considerable defection in several Christian Churches ; 
see Gal. iii. 1-4; 2 Thess. i. 1, &c.; 2 Tim. i. 15. 

Verse 13. But he that shall endure] The persecu- 
tions that shal! come—unto the end; to the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish polity, without growing cold or 
apostatizing—shall be saved, shall be delivered in all 
imminent dangers, and have his soul at last brought to 
an eternal glory. It is very remarkable that not a 
single Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, though there were many there when Cestius Gal- 
lus invested the city; and, had he persevered in the 
siege, he would soon have rendered himself master of 
it; but, when he unexpectedly and unaccountably raised 
the siege, the Christians took that opportunity to escape. 


Christ directs his disciples 


AM, ‘33 «14. And this » Gospel of the king- 


ae ane: dom ‘shall be preached in all the 
—— world for a witness unto all nations ; 
and then shall the end come. 

15 * When ye therefore shall see the abo- 
mination of desolation, spoken of by * Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (* whoso 
readeth, let him understand :) 


P Chap. iv. 23 ; ix. 35.4 Rom. x. 18; Col. i. 6, 23. * Mark 


See Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. lib. iii. c. 5, and Mr. Read- 
ing’s note there ; and see the note here on ver. 20. 

Verse 14. And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in ail the world] But, notwithstanding these 
persecutions, there should be a universal publication 
of the giad tidings of the kingdom, for a testimony to 
all nations. God would have the iniquity of the Jews 
published every where, before the heavy stroke of his 
judgments should fall upon them; that all mankind, 
as it were, might be brought as witnesses against their 
cruelty and obstinacy in crucifying and rejecting the 
Lord Jesus. 

In ail the world, ev oAn ty otxovpern. Perhaps no 
more is meant here than the Roman empire; for it is 
beyond controversy that tacav tyyv otkovpevnv, Luke ii. 
1, means no more than the whole Roman empire: asa 
decree for taxation or enrolment from Augustus Cesar 
could have no influence but in the Roman dominions; 
but see on Luke ii. 1. Tacitus informs us, Annal. 1. 
xy., that, as early as the reign of Nero, the Christians 
were grown so numerous at Rome as to excite the 
jealousy of the government; and in other parts they 
were in proportion. However, we are under no ne- 
cessity to restrain the phrase to the Roman empire, as, 
previously to the destruction of Jerusalem, the Gospel 
was not only preached in the lesser Asia, and Greece, 
and Italy, the greatest theatres of action then in the 
world; but was likewise propagated as far north as 
Scytu1a; as far south as Eruiopia; as far east as 
Parruia and Inpia; and as far west as Spain and 
Briram. On this point, Bishop Newton goes on to 
say, That there is some probability that the Gospel was 
preached in the British nations by St. Simon the apos- 
tle; that there is much greater probability that it was 
preached here by St. Paul; and that there is an abso- 
lute certainty that it was planted here in the times of 
the apostles, before the destruction of Jerusalem. See 
his proofs. Dissert. vol. ii. p. 235, 236. edit. 1758. 
St. Paul himself speaks, Col. i. 6, 23, of the Gospel’s 
being come into ALL THE worRLD, and preached to 
EVERY CREATURE under heaven. And in his Hpistle 
to the Romans, chap. x. 18, he very elegantly applies 
to the lights of the Church, what the psalmist said of 
the lights of heaven. Their sound went into ALL THE 
EARTH, and their words unto the END of the worLp. 
What but the wisdom of God could foretell this? and 
what but the power of God could accomplish it? 

Then shall the end come.] When this general publi- 
cation of the Gospel shall have taken place, then a 
period shall be put to the whole Jewish economy, by 
the utter destruction of their city and temple. 
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CHAP. 


XXIV. 


16 Then let them which be Ae Me d0s3 
in Judea flee into the moun- An. Olymp. 
tains : pak e 

17 Let him which is on the house top 
not come down to take any thing out of his 
house : 

18 Neither let him which is in the field 
return back to take his clothes. 


when to flee from Jerusalem 


xii. 14; Luke xxi. 20.—+ Dan. ix. 27; xii. 1].—t Dan. ix. 23, 25. 


Verse 15. The abomination of desolation, spoken of 
by Daniel] This abomination of desolation, St. Luke, 
(chap. xxi. 20, 21,) refers to the Roman army ; and 
this abomination standing in the holy place is the Ro- 
man army besieging Jerusalem ; this, our Lord says, is 
what was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, in the 
ninth and eleventh chapters of his prophecy ; and so 
let every one who reads these prophecies understand 
them ; and in reference to this very event they are 
understood by the rabbins. The Roman army is called 
an abomination, for its ensigns and images, which were 
so to the Jews. Josephus says, (War, b. vi. chap. 6,)” 
the Romans brought their ensigns into the temple, and 
placed them over against the eastern gate, and sacri- 
ficed to them there.. The Roman army is therefore 
fitly called the abomination, and the abomination which 
maketh desolate, as it was to desolate and lay waste 
Jerusalem; and this army besieging Jerusalem is 
called by St. Mark, chap. xiii. 14, standing where it 
ought not, that is, as in the text here, the holy place ; 
as not only the city, but a considerable compass of 
ground about it, was deemed holy, and consequently no 
profane persons should stand on it. 

Verse 16. Then let them which be in Judea flee 
into the mountains| This counsel was remembered and 
wisely followed by the Christians afterwards. Luse- 
bius and Epiphanius say, that at this juncture, aftet 
Cestius Gallus had raised the siege, and Vespasiat: 
was approaching with his army, all who believed in 
Christ left Jerusalem and fied.to Pella, and other places 
beyond the river Jordan ; and so they all marvellously 
escaped the general shipwreck of their country: not 
one of them perished. See on ver. 13. 

Verse 17. Let him which is on the house top| The 
houses of the Jews, as well as those of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, were flat-roofed, and had stairs 
on the outside, by which persons might ascend and de- 
scend without coming into the house. In the eastern 
walled cities, these flat-roofed houses usually formed 
continued, terraces from one end of the city to the 
other; which terraces terminated at the gates. He, 
therefore, who is walking on the house top, let him not 
come down to take any thing out of his house ; but let 
him instantly pursue his course along the tops of the 
houses, and escape out at the city gate as fast as 
he can. 

Any thing] Instead of 11, any thing, we should read 
ra, the things ; which reading is supported by all the 
best MSS., versions, and fathers. 

Verse 18. Neither let him which is in the field 


return back] Because when once the army of the 
22 


The calamities attending the 


A. M. 4033. : 
i th..39 19 And “wo unto them that are 


An. Olymp. with child, and to them that give 
CCIL. , ! 
suck in those days ! 
20 But pray ye that your flight be not in 
the winter, neither on the Sabbath-day : 
21 For ¥ then shall be great tribulation, such 


u Luke xxiii. 29. Vv Dan. ix. 26; xii.1; Joeliu. 2. 
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destruction of Jerusalem. 


: bial A. M, 4033. 
as was not since the beginning of “,"; 4 


the world to this time, no, nor ever Ss Orne. 
shall be. ————— 
22 And except those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved; * but for the 
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. 


w Isa. Ixv. 8, 9; Zech. xiv. 2, 3. 


Romans sits down before the city, there shall be no 
more any possibility of escape, as they shall never 
remove till Jerusalem be destroyed. 

Verse 19. And wo unto them (alas! for them) that 
are with child, &c.| For such persons are not in a 
condition to make their escape ; neither can they bear 
the miseries of the siege. Josephus says the houses 
were full of women and children that perished by the 
famine; and that the mothers snatched the food even 
out of their own children’s mouths. See War, b. v. 
ce. 10. But he relates a more horrid story than this, 
of one Mary, the daughter of Eliezar, illustrious for 
her family and riches, who, being stripped and plun- 
dered of all her goods and provisions by the soldiers, 
in hunger, rage, and despair, killed and boiled her own 
sucking child, and had eaten one half of him before it 
was discovered. This shocking story is told, War, 
b. vi. c. 3, with several circumstances of aggravation. 

Verse 20. But pray ye that your flight be not in 
the winter] For the hardness of the season, the badness 
of the roads, the shortness of the days, and the length 
of the nights, will all be great impediments to your 
flight. Rabbi Tanchum observes, “ that the favour of 
God was particularly manifested in the destruction of 
the first temple, in not obliging the Jews to go out in 
the winter, but in the swnmer.” See the place in 
Lightfoot. 

Neither on the Sabbath-day| That you may not 
raise the indignation of the Jews by travelling on that 
day, and so suffer that death out of the city which you 
had endeavoured to escape from within. Besides, on 
the Sabbath-days the Jews not only kept within doors, 
but the gates of all the cities and towns in every place 
were kept shut and barred ; so that if their flight should 
be ona Sabbath, they could not expect admission into 
any place of security in the land. 

Our Lord had ordered his followers to make their 
escape from Jerusalem when they should see it encom- 
passed with armies; but how could this be done ?— 
God took care to provide amply for this. In the twelfth 
year of Nero, Cestius Gallus, the president of Syria, 
came against Jerusalem with a powerful army. He 
might, says Josephus, War, b. ii. c. 19, have assaulted 
and taken the city, and thereby put an end to the war; 
but without any just reason, and contrary to the expec- 
tation of all, he raised the siege and departed. Jose- 
phus remarks, that after Cestius Gallus had raised the 
siege, “many of the principal Jewish people, woAdoz 
tov exigavov lovdatwy, forsook the city, as men do a 
sinking ship.” Vespasian was deputed in the room of 
Cestius Gallus, who, having subdued all the country, 
prepared to besiege Jerusalem, and invested it on every 
side. But the news of Nero’s death, and soon after 
that of Galba, and the disturbances that followed, and 
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the civil wars between Otho and Vitellius, held Vespa- 
sian and his son Titus in suspense. ‘Thus the city 
was not actually besieged in form till after Vespasian 
was confirmed in the empire, and Titus was appointed 
to command the forces in Judea. It was in those inci- 
dental delays that the Christians, and indeed several 
others, provided for their own safety, by flight. In 
Luke xix. 43, our Lord says of Jerusalem, Thene 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side. Accord- 
ingly, Titus, having made several assaults without suc- 
cess, resolved to surround the city with a wall, which 
was, with incredible speed, completed in three days! 
The wall was thirty-nine furlongs in length, and was 
strengthened with thirteen forts at proper distances, 
so that all hope of safety was cut off; none could make 
his escape from the city, and no provisions could be 
brought into it. See Josephus, War, book v. c. 12. 

Verse 21. For then shall be great tribulation] No 
history can furnish us with a parallel to the calamities 
and miseries of the Jews :—rapine, murder, famine, 
and pestilence within: fire and sword, and all the 
horrors of war, without. Our Lord wept at the fore- 
sight of these calamities ; and it is almost impossible 
for any humane person to read the relation of them in 
Josephus without weeping also. St. Luke, chap. xxi. 
22, calls these the days of vengeance, that all things 
which were written might be fulfilled. 1. These were 
the days in which all the calamities predicted by Moses, 
Joel, Daniel, and other prophets, as well as those pre- 
dicted by our Saviour, met in one common centre, and 
were fulfilled in the most terrible manner on that gene- 
ration. 2. These were the days of vengeance in 
another sense, as if God’s judgments had certain peri- 
ods and revolutions ; for it is remarkable that the temple 
was burned by the Romans in the same month, and on 
the same day of the month, on which it had been 
burned by the Babylonians. See Josephus, War, b. 
vi. ce. 4. 

Verse 22. Except those days should be shortened] 
Josephus computes the number of those who perished 
in the siege%t eleven hundred thousand, besides those 
who were slain in other places, War, b. vi. c. 9; and 
if the Romans had gone on destroying in this manner, 
the whole nation of the Jews would, in a short time, 
have been entirely extirpated; but, for the sake of the 
elect, the Jews, that they might not be witerly destroyed, 
and for the Christians particularly, the days were 
shortened. These, partly through the fury of the 
zealots on one hand, and the hatred of the Romans on 
the other ; and partly through the difficulty of subsisting 
in the mountains, without houses or provisions, would 
in all probability have been all destroyed, either by the 
sword or famine, if the days had not been shdrtened. 
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False Christs and prophets CHAP. 
Asso" 23 * Then if any man shall say 


= Gane: unto you, Lo, here zs Christ, or 
there ; believe it not. 

24 For ¥ there shall arise false Christs, and 
false prophets, and shall show great signs and 
wonders ; insomuch that, * if it were possible, 
they shall deceive the very elect. 

25 Behold, I have told you before. 

26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, 


* Mark xiii. 21; Luke xvii. 23 ; xxi. 8 ——y Deut. xiii. 1; ver. 
5, 11; 2 Thess. ii. 9, 10, 11; Rev. xiii. 13. 


The besieged themselves helped to shorten those days 
by their divisions and mutual slaughters ; and by fatally 
deserting their strong holds, where they never could 
have been subdued, but by famine alone. So well 
fortified was Jerusalem, and so well provided to stand 
a siege, that the enemy without could not have pre- 
vailed, had it not been for the factions and seditions 
within. When Titus was viewing the fortifications 
after the taking of the city, he could not help ascribing 
his success to God. “ We have fought,” said he, 
“with Ged on our side; and it is God who pulled the 
Jews out of these strong holds: for what could ma- 
chines or the hands of men avail against such towers 
as these?” War,b.vi.c. 9. . 

Verse 23. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo 
here is Christ] Our Lord had cautioned his disciples 
against false Christs and prophets before, ver. 11; 
but he seems here to intimate that there would be es- 
pecial need to attend to this caution about the time 
of the siege. And in fact many such impostors did 
arise about that time, promising deliverance from God ; 
and the lower the Jews were reduced, the more dis- 
posed they were to listen to such deceivers, Like a 
man drowning, they were willing to catch even at a 
straw, while there was any prospect of being saved. 
But as it was to little purpose for a man to take upon 
him the character of the Christ, without miracles to 
avouch his Divine mission, so it was the common artifice 
of these impostors to show signs and wonders, onweva 
kat tepata; the very words used by Christ in this 
prophecy, and by Josephus in his history: Awr. b. xx. 
c. 7. Among these Simon Magus, and Dositheus, 
mentioned before; and Parcocab, who, St. Jerome 
says, pretended to vomit flames. And it is certain 
these and some others were so dexterous in imitating 
miraculous works that they deceived many ; and such 
were their works, that if the elect, the chosen persons, 
the Christians, had not had the fullest evidence of the 
truth of Christ’s mission and miracles, they must have 
been deceived too: but, having had these proofs, they 
could not possibly be deceived by these impostors. 
This is simply the meaning of this place; and it is 
truly astonishing that it should be brought as a proof 
for the doctrine (whether true or false is at present 
out of the question) of the necessary and eternal per- 
severance of the saints! How abundant the Jews were 
in magic, divination,. sorcery, incantation, &c., see 
proved by Dr. Lightfoot on this place. 

Verse 25. Behold, I have told you before.] That is, 
I have forewarned you. ; 
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XXIV. 


Behold, he is in the desert; go 4,M. 4033. 
not forth: behold, he is in the An. Olymp. 
secret chambers; believe zt not. Pe ses 

27 * For as the lightning cometh out 
of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. 

28 » For wheresoever the carcass is, there 


will the eagles be gathered together. 


shall arise and deceive many 


2 John vi. 37; x. 28, 29; Rom. viii. 28, 29, 30; 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
a Luke xvii. 24.—— Job xxxix. 30; Luke xvii. 37. 


Verse 26. If they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in 
the desert] Is it not worthy of remark that our Lord 
not only foretold the appearance of these impostors, 
but also the manner and circumstances of their con- 
duct? Some he mentions as appearing in the desert. 
Josephus says, Ant. b. xx. c. 7, and War, book ii. ec. 
13: That many impostors and cheats persuaded the 
people to follow them to the desert, promising to show 
them signs and wonders done by the providence of 
God, is well attested. An Egyptian false prophet, 
mentioned by Josephus, Ant. b. xx. c. 7, and in the 
Acts, chap. xxi. 38, led out into the prserT four thou- 
sand men, who were murderers, but these were all 
taken or destroyed by Felix. Another promised sal- 
vation to the people, if they would follow him to the 
DESERT, and he was destroyed by Festus, Ant. b. xx. 
ce. 7. Also, one Jonathan, a weaver, persuaded a 
number to follow him to the preserT, but he was 
taken and burnt alive by Vespasian. See War, b. 
iit mee Lal, 

As some conducted their deluded followers to the 
DESERT, so did others to the secret chambers. Josephus 
mentions a false prophet, War, b. vi. c. 5, who de- 
clared to the people in the city, that God commanded 
them to go up into the temple, and there they should 
receive the signs of deliverance. A multitude of men, 
women, and children, went up accordingly ; but, in- 
stead of deliverance, the place was set on fire by the 
Romans, and 6,000 perished miserably in the flames, 
or in attempting to escape them. 

Verse 27. For as the lightning cometh out of the 
east, and shineth even unto the west] It is worthy of 
remark that our Lord, in the most particular manner, 
points out the very march of the Roman army: they 
entered into Judea on the east, and carried on their 
conquest WESTWARD, as if not only the extensiveness 
of the ruin, but the very route which the army would 
take, were intended in the comparison of the lightning 
issuing from the east, and shining to the west. 

Verse 28. For wheresoever the carcass 1s] Ureua, 
the dead carcass, ‘The Jewish nation, which was 
morally and judicially dead. 

There will the eagles| 'The Roman armies, called so 
partly from their strength and fierceness, and partly 
from the figure of these animals which was always 
wrought on their ensigns, or even in brass, placed on 
the tops of their ensign-staves. It is remarkable that 
the Roman fury pursued these wretched men where- 
soever they were found. They were a dead carcass 
doomed to be devoured ; and the Roman eagles were 
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LD. 29. 29 © Immediately after the tribu 


An. Olymp. lation of those days, ¢ shall the sun 
_CCH-T be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken: 

30 ¢ And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: ‘ and then shall all the 
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man to appear in heaven. 


tribes. of the earth moum; * and 4,M. 40%. 


- An. Olymp. 
they shall see the Son of man com- An, Olymp 


ing in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. 

31 » And he shall send his angels ‘with a 
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall ga- 
ther together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. 


¢ Dan. vii. 11, 12. 4]sa. xii. 10; Ezek. xxxii. 7; Joel i. 
10, 31; ii. 15; Amos vy. 20; vill. 9; Mark xi. 24; Luke xxi. 
25; Acts ii. 20; Rev. vi. 12.——e Dan. vii. 13. 


the commissioned devourers. See the pitiful account 
in Josephus, War, b. vii. c. 2, 3, 6, 9, 10, and 11. 

Verse 29. Immediately after the tribulation, &c.] 
Commentators generally understand this, and what fol- 
lows, of the end of the world and Christ’s coming to 
judgment: but the word immediately shows that our 
Lord is not speaking of any distant event, but of 
something immediately consequent on calamities al- 
ready predicted: and that must be the destruction of 
Jerusalem. ‘The Jewish heaven shall perish, and the 
sun and moon of its glory and happiness shall be dark- 
ened—brought to nothing. The szn is the religion of 
the Church; the moon is the government of the state ; 
and the stars are the judges and doctors of both. Com- 
pare Isa. xii. 10; Ezek. xxxii. 7, 8, &c.” Lightfoot. 

In the prophetic language, great commotions upon 
earth are often represented under the notion of com- 
motions and changes in the heavens :— 

The fall of Babylon is represented by the stars and 
constellations of heaven withdrawing their light, and the 
sun and moon being darkened. See Isa. xiii. 9, 10. 

The destruction of Egypt, by the heaven being 
covered, the sun enveloped with a cloud, and the moon 
withholding her light. Ezek. xxxii. 7, 8. 

The destruction of the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
is represented by casting down some of the host of 
heaven, and the stars to the ground. See Dan. viii. 10. 

And this very destruction of Jerusalem is repre- 
sented by the Prophet Joel, chap. ii. 30, 31, by show- 
ing wonders in heaven and in earth—darkening the 
‘sun, and turning the moon into blood. This general 
mode of describing these judgments leaves no room to 
doubt the propriety of its application in the present case. 

The falling of stars, i. e. those meteors which are 
called falling stars by the common people, was deem- 
ed an omen of evil times. The heathens have marked 
this :— 

Sepe etiam stellas, vento impendente videbis 

Precipites celo labi, noctisque per umbram 

Flammarum longos a tergo albescere tractus. 

Vire. Geor. i. ver. 365. 


And oft before tempestuous winds arise 
The seeming stars fall headlong from the skies, 
And, shooting through the darkness, gild the night 
With sweeping glories, and long trails of light. 
Dryden. 
Again the same poet thus sings :— 


Sor tdi signa dabit: solem quis dicere falsum 
Audeat? Ille etiam cecos instare tumultus 
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£ Zech. xii. 12.——s Chap. xvi. 27; Mark xiii. 26; Rev. 1. 7. 
h Chap. xiii. 41; 1 Cor. xv. 52; 1 Thess. iv. 16—— Or, with a 
trumpet, and a great voice. 


Sepe monet: fraudemque et operta tumescere bella 
Ille etiam extincto miseratus Cesare Romam, 
Cum caput obscura nitidum ferrugine texit, 


Impiaque eternam timuerunt secula noctem. 
Ibid. ver. 462. 


The sun reveals the secrets of the sky, 

And who dares give the source of light the lie? 

The change of empires often he declares, 

Fierce tumults, hidden treasons, open wars. 

He first the fate of Cesar did foretell, 

And pitied Rome, when Rome in Cesar fell : 

In iron clouds concealed the public light, 

And impious mortals found eternal night. 
Dryden. 


Verse 30. Then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man] The plain meaning of this is, that the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem will be such a remarkable instance 
of Divine vengeance, such a signal manifestation of 
Christ’s power and glory, that all the Jewish tribes shall 
mourn, and many will, in consequence of this manifes- 
tation of God, be led to acknowledge Christ and his 
religion. By ty¢ yyc, of the land, in the text, is evi- 
dently meant here, as in several other places, the land 
of Judea and its tribes, either its then whaditants, or 
the Jewish people wherever found. 

Verse 31. He shall send his angels] Tove ayyedovc, 
his messengers, the apostles, and their successors in 
the Christian ministry. 

With a great sownd of a trumpet] Or, a loud-sound- 
ing trumpet—the earnest affectionate call of the Gos- 
pel of peace, life, and salvation. 

Shall gather together his elect] The Gentiles, who 
were now chosen or elected, in place of the rebel- 
lious, obstinate Jews, according to our Lord’s predic- 
tion, Matt. viii. 11, 12, and Luke xiii. 28,29. For 
the children of the kingdom, (the Jews who were born 
with a legal right to it, but had now finally forfeited 
that right by their iniquities) should be thrust out. It 
is worth serious observation, that the Christian religion 
spread and prevailed mightily after this period: and 
nothing contributed more to the success of the Gospel 
than the destruction of Jerusalem happening in the 
very time and manner, and with the very circumstances, 
so particularly foretold by our Lord. It was after this 
period that the kingdom of Christ began, and his reign 
was established in almost every part of the world. 

To St. Matthew’s account, St. Luke adds, chap. xxi 
24, They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shalt 
be led away captive into all nations ; and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down by the Gentiles, till the times of 
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The parable of 


ap.» «©6382: ST Now learn “a parable of 
Apathy: the fig tree: When his branch is 
—— yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that summer is nigh: 

33 So likewise ye, when ye shall sce all 


CHAP, 


XXIV, - the fig tree 
these things, know that lit is ™ near, A,M; 4033. 
even at the doors. An. Olymp. 


34 Verily I say unto you, ® This _ COM. 


generation shall not pass, till all these things 
be fulfilled. 


K Luke xxi. 29.——! James v. 9——™ Or, he. 


1 Chap. xvi. 28; xxiii. 36; Mark xiii. 30; Luke xxi. 32. 


the Gentiles be fulfilled. The number of those who 
fell by the sword was very great. ELrven HUNDRED 
THOUSAND perished during the siege. Many were slain 
at other places, and at other times. By the command- 
ment of Florus, the first author of the war, there were 
slain at Jerusalem 3,600, Jos. War, b. ii. c. 14. By 
the inhabitants of Cesarea, above 20,000. At Scytho- 
polis, above 13,000. At Ascalon, 2,500. At Ptole- 
mais, 2,000. At Alexandria, 50,000. At Joppa, 
when taken by Cestius Gallus, 8,400. In a mountain 
called Asamon, near Sepporis, above 2,000. At Da- 
mascus, 10,000. Ina battle with the Romans at As- 
calon, 10,000. In an ambuscade near the same place, 
8,000. At Japha, 15,000. Of the Samaritans, on 
Mount Gerizim, 11,600. At Jotapa, 40,000. At 
Joppa, when taken by Vespasian, 4,200. At Tarichea, 
6,500. And after the city was taken, 1,200. At 
Gamala, 4,000, besides 5,000 who threw themselves 
down a precipice. Of those who fled with John, of 
Gischala, 6,000. Of the Gadarenes, 15,000 slain, 
besides cowntless multitudes drowned. In the village 
of Idwmea, above 10,000 slain. At Gerasa, 1,000. 
At Macherus, 1,700. In the wood of Jardes, 3,000. 
In the castle of Masada, 960. In Cyrene, by Catul- 
lus the governor, 3,000. Besides these, many of every 
age, sex, and condition, were slain in the war, who are 
not reckoned; but, of those who are reckoned, the 
number amounts to upwards of 1,357,660, which would 
have appeared incredible, if their own historian had 
not so particularly enumerated them. See Josephus, 
War, book ii. c. 18, 20; book ili. ec. 2,7, 8,9; book 
iverc.aly O,fueeesnos bookevil., 62.6795 1.13cand: Bp: 
Newton, vol. ii. p. 288-290. 

Many also were Jed away captives into all nations. 
There were taken at Japha, 2,130. At Jotapa, 1,200. 
At Tarichea, 6,000 chosen young men, who were sent 
to Nero; others sold to the number of 30,400, be- 
sides those who were given to Agrippa. Of the Gada- 
renes were taken 2,200. In Idumea above 1,000. 
Many besides these were taken in Jerusalem ; so that, 
as Josephus says, the number of the captives taken in 
the whole war amounted to 97,000. Those above 
seventeen years of age were sent to the works in 
Egypt; but most were distributed through the Roman 
provinces, to be destroyed in their theatres by the 
sword, and by the wild beasts; and those under seven- 
teen years of age were sold for slaves. Eleven thou- 
sand in one place perished for want. At Cesarea, 
Titus, like a thorough-paced infernal savage, murdered 
2,500 Jews, in honour of his brother’s birthday ; and 
a greater number at Berytus in honour of his father’s. 
See Josephus, War, b. vii. ec. 3. s. 1. Some he 
caused to kill each other; some were thrown to the 
wild beasts; and others burnt alive. And all this was 
done by a man who was styled, The darling of man- 


kind! Thus were the Jews miserably tormented, and | 


mf 


ditributed over the Roman provinces ; and continue to 
be distressed and dispersed over all the nations of the 
world to the present day. Jerusalem also was, accord- 
ing to the prediction of our Lord, to be trodden down 
by the Gentiles. Accordingly it has never since been 
in the possession of the Jews. It was first in subjec- 
tion to the Romans, afterwards to the Saracens, then 
to the Franks, after to the Mamalukes, and now to the 
Turks. Thus has the prophecy of Christ been most 
literally and terribly fulfilled, on a people who are still 
preserved as continued monuments of the truth of our 
Lord’s prediction, and of the truth of the Christian 
religion. See more in Bp. Newton’s Dissert. vol. ii. 
p. 291, &c. 

Verse 32. Learna parable of the fig-tree} That is, 
These signs which J have given you will be as infal- 
lible a proof of the approaching ruin of the Jewish 
state as the budding of the trees is a proof of the 
coming summer. 

Verse 34. This generation shall not pass] H yevea 
avtn, this race; i. e. the Jews shall not cease from 
being a distinct people, till all the counsels of God rela- 
tive to them and the Gentiles be fulfilled. Some trans- 
late » yevea avtn, this generation, meaning the persons 
who were then living, that they should not die before 
these signs, &c., took place: but though this was 
true, as to the calamities that fell upon the Jews, and 
the destruction of their government, temple, &c., yet 
as our Lord mentions Jerusalem’s continuing to be 
under the power of the Gentiles till the fulness of the 
Gentiles should come in, i. e. till all the nations of 
the world should receive the Gospel of Christ, after 
which the Jews themselves should be converted unto 
God, Rom. xi. 25, &c., I think it more proper net to 
restrain its meaning to the few years which preceded 
the destruction of Jerusalem; but to understand it of 
the care taken by Divine providence to preserve them 
as a distinct people, and yet to keep them out of their 
own land, and from their temple service. See on 
Mark xiii. 30. But still it is literally true in reference 
to the destruction of Jerusalem. John probably lived 
to see these things come to pass; compare Matt. xvi. 
28, with John xxi. 22; and there were some rabbins 
alive at the time when Christ spoke these words who 
lived till the city was destroyed, viz. Rabban Simeon, 
who perished with the city; R. Jochanan ben Zaccat, 
who outlived it; R. Zadoch, R. Ismael, and others. 
See Lightfoot. 

The war began, as Josephus says, Ant. b. xx. c. 
11. s. 1, in the second year of the government of 
Gessius Florus, who succeeded Albinus, successor of 
Porcius Festus, mentioned Acts xxiv. 27, in the month 
of May, in the twelfth year of Nero, and the seven- 
teenth of Agrippa, mentioned Acts xxv. and XXvi., 
that is, in May, A. D. 66. 

The temple was burnt August 10, A. D. 70, the 

233 


Careless state of the people at 
A, M.4033. 35 ° Heaven and earth shall pass 
An. Olymp. words shall not pass 

oe ENE but my p 

away. 

36 {Ff > But of that day and hour knoweth no 
man, no, not the angels of heaven, *but my 
Father only. 

37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be. 

38 * For as in the days that were before the 
flood, they- were eating and drinking, marrying 

© Psa. cil. 26; Isa. li. 6; Jer. xxxi. 35, 36; chap. v.18; Mark 


xii. 31; Luke xxi. 33; Heb. 1. 11. P Mark xiii. 32; Acts 1. 
7; 1 Thess. v. 2; 2 Pet. iii. 10. 


same day and month on which it had been burnt by 
the king of Babylon: Josephus, Ant. b. xx.c. 11. s. 8. 

The city was taken September 8, in the second 
year of the reign of Vespasian, or the year of Christ 
FO .we Anite Ds VLC. L 0: 

That was the end of the siege of Jerusalem, which 
began, as Josephus several times observes, about the 
fourteenth day of the month Nisan, or our April. See 
Wrarnb. ve Chloe s@ Ly ce Loe si/ Sb. vi. e898, 8. 3: 

Dr. Lardner farther remarks, There is also an an- 
cient inscription to the honour of Titus, “‘ who, by his 
father’s directions and counsels, had subdued the Jew- 
ish nation and destroyed Jerusalem, which had never 
been destroyed by any generals, kings, or people, be- 
fore.” The inscription may be seen in Gruter, vol. 
i. p. 244. It is as follows :— 


Ime. Tiro. Casarl. DIvI. Vespasianl. F 
Vespasiano. Aug. Pontirici1. Maximo 
Trig, Por, X. Ime. XVII. Cos: VIII. P: P 
Principi. Suo. S. P. Q. R 


Quop. Pracepris. Parris. Consinilsqur. nT 

Avuspiciils. Gentem. JUDHORUM. DOMUIT. ET 

Ursem. HirrosoLyMam. OMNIBUS. ANTE. SE 
Ducisus. Reersus. GENTIBUSQUE. AUT. FRUSTRA 
PETITAM. AUT. OMNINO, INTENTATAM. DELEVIT. 


For this complete conquest of Jerusalem, Titus had 
a triumphal arch erected to his honour, which still 
exists. It stand on the Via Sacra, leading from the 
forum to the amphitheatre. On it are represented 
the spoils of the temple of God, such as the golden 
table of the show-bread, the golden candlestick with 
its seven branches, the ark of the covenant, the two 
golden trumpets, &c., &c.; for a particular account 
see the note on Exod. xxv. 31. On this arch, a cor- 
rect model of which, taken on the spot, now stands 
before me, is the following inscription :— 


SENATUS 
Poputusque Romanus 
Divo Tiro. DIvI Vesprasrani. F 
Vespasiano Aucusto. 


“ The Senate and People of Rome, to the Divine 
Titus, son of the Divine Vespasian ; and to Vespasian 
the Emperor.” 

On this occasion, a medal was struck with the fol- 
lowing inscription round a laureated head of the em- 
peror :—IMP-erator J.ulius CAXS.ar VESP.asianus 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


the second advent of Christ. 


and giving in marriage, until the ge ty 
day that Noe entered into the ark, An. Ciymp 


39 And knew not until the flood ———— 
came, and took them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. 

40 * Then shall two be in the field; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. 

41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill ; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

42 9 * Watch therefore: for ye know not 


t Gen. vi. 3, 4,5; vii. 5; Luke xvii. 26; 
t Chap. xxv. 13; Mark 


4 Zech. xiv. 7. &. 
1 Pet. iii. 20—* Luke xvii. 34, &c. 
xiil. 33, &c.; Luke xxi. 36. 


AUG.ustus. P.ontifer M.aximus, TR.ibunitia, P.o- 
testate P.ater P.atrie CO.nS.ul VIII.—On the ob- 
verse are represented a palm tree, the emblem of the 
land of Judea; the emperor with a trophy standing 
on the left; Judea, under the figure of a distressed 
woman, sitting at the foot of the tree weeping, with 
her head bowed down, supported by her left hand, 
with the legend JUDAEA CAPTA. S.enatus C.on- 
sultus. at the bottom. This is not only an extréordi- 
nary fulfilment of our Lord’s prediction, but a literal 
accomplishment of a prophecy delivered. about 800 
years before, Isa. iii. 26, And she, desolate, shall sit 
upon the ground. 

Verse 36. But of that day and hour] Qpa, here, is 
translated season by many eminent critics, and is used 
in this sense by both sacred and profane authors. As 
the day was not known, in which Jerusalem should 
be invested by the Romans, therefore our Lord advised 
his disciples to pray that it might not be on a Sabbath ; 
and as the season was not known, therefore they were 
to pray that it might not be in the winter; ver. 20. 
See on Mark xi. 32. 

Verses 37, 38. As the days of Noah—they were 
eating and drinking] That is, they spent their time 
in rapine, luxury, and riot. The design of these verses 
seems to be, that the desolation should be as general 
as it should be unexpected. 

Verse 39. And knew not] They considered not— 
did not lay Noah’s warning to heart, till it was too 
late to profit by it: so shall it be—and so it was in 
this coming of the Son of man. 

Verses 40,41. Then shall two men—two women— 
one shall be taken, and the other left.| 'The meaning 
seems to be, that so general should these calamities 
be, that no two persons, wheresoever found, or about 
whatsoever employed, should be doth able to effect 
their escape ; and that captivity and the sword should 
have a complete triumph over this unhappy people. 

Two women shall be grinding] Women alone are 
still employed in grinding the corn in the east; and 
it is only when despatch is required, or the uppermost 
millstone is heavy, that a second woman is added. See 
Wakefield, and Harmer, Obs. vol. i. 253. That they 
were formerly thus employed, see Exod, xi. 5, and 
the note there. See also Isa. xlvii. 2. 

Verse 42. Watch therefore} Be always on your 
guard, that you may not be taken unawares, and that 
you may be properly prepared to meet God in the 
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The parable of the cruel CHAP. 
a Ga what hour your Lord doth 
An. Olymp. come. 

CCIL.1. 


43 "But know this, that if the 
good man of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and would not have suffered his 
house to be broken up. 

44 ¥ Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
cometh. 

45 ~ Who then is a faithful and wise ser- 
vant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due season ? 

46 * Blessed zs that servant, whom his lord, 


«Luke xii. 39 ; 1 Thess. v. 2; 2 Pet. iii. 10; Rev. iii. 3; xvi. 15. 
v Chap. xxv. 13; 1 Thess. v. 6. w. Luke xii. 42; Acts xx. 28; 


way either of yudgment or mercy, whensoeyer he may 
come. This advice the followers of Christ took, and 
therefore they escaped; the miserable Jews rejected 
it, and were destroyed. Let us learn wisdom by the 
things which they suffered. 

Verse 43. If the good man of the house had known] 
“As a master of a family, who expected a thief at 
any tume of the night, would take care to be awake, 
and ready to protect his house; so do ye, who know 
that the Son of man will come. Though the day and 
hour be uncertain, continue always in a state of watch- 
fulness, that he may not come upon you wnawares.” 
WAKEFIELD. 

Verse 45. Who then is a faithful and wise servant] 
All should live in the same expectation of the coming 
of Christ, which a servant has with respect to the re- 
turn of his master, who, in departing for a season, left 
the management of his affairs to him; and of which 
management he is to give an exact account on his 
master’s return. 

Here is an abstract of the duties of a minister of 
Christ. 1. He is appointed, not by himself, but by the 
vocation and mission of his Master. 2. He must look 
on himself, not as the master of the family, but as the 
servant. 3. He must be scrupulously fazthful and 
exact in fulfilling the commands of his Master. 4. 
His fidelity must be ever accompanied by wisdom and 
prudence. 5. He must give the domestics—the sa- 
cred family, their food; and this food must be such as 
to afford them true nourishment. And 6. This must 
be done in its season. ‘There are certain portions of 
the bread of life which lose their effect by being admi- 
nistered out of proper season, or to improper persons. 

Verse 46. Blessed is that servant] His blessed- 
ness consists in his master’s approbation. 

Verse 47. He shall make him ruler over all his 
goods.| O heavenly privilege of a faithful minister of 
Christ! He shall receive from God a power to dispense 
all the blessings of the new covenant; and his word 
shall ever be accompanied with the demonstration of 
the Holy Ghost to the hearts of all that hear it. Much 
of a preacher’s usefulness may be lost by his unfavth- 
fulness, 
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XXIV. 


when he cometh, shall find so 4,M. 4033. 
doin g. An. Olymp. 
47 Verily I say unto you, That Sie 
¥he shall make him ruler over-all his goods. 
48 But, and if that evil servant shall say in 
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming ; 

49 And shall begin to smite his fellow-ser- 
vants, and to eat and drink with the drunken ; 

50 The lord of that servant shall come in a 
day when he looketh not for him, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, 

51 And shall ? cut him asunder, and appoint 
iim his portion with the hypocrites: * there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


and oppressive servant. 


1 Cor.iv. 2; Heb. iii. 5. x Rey. xvi. 15. 
Luke xxii. 29. 2 Or, cut him off. 


y Chap. xxv. 21,23; 
a Chap. viii. 12; xxv. 30. 


Verse 48. But, and if that evil servant] Here are 
three characters of a bad minister. 1. He has little 
or no faith in the speedy coming of Christ, either to 
pumsh for wickedness, or to pardon and sanctify those 
who believe. It may be, he does not outwardly pro- 
fess this, but he says it in his heart, and God searches 
his heart, and knows that he professes to teach what 
he does not believe. 2. He governs with an absolute 
dominion, oppressing his colleagues and doing violence 
to the followers of Christ. And shall begin to smite, 
&e. 3. He leadsan irregular life—does not love the 
company of the children of God, but eats and drinks 
with the drunkards, preferring the tables of the great 
and the rich, whose god is their belly, and thus feeds 
himself without fear. Great God! save thine inherit- 
ance from being ravaged by such wolves ! 

Verse 50. The lord of that servant] Here are 
three punishments which answer to the three charac- 
teristics of the bad minister. 1. A sudden death, and 
the weight of God’s judgments falling upon him, with- 
out a moment to avert it: this answers to his imfidelity 
and forgetfulness. He shall come in a day in which 
he looked not for him. 2. A separation from the 
communion of saints, and from all the gifts which he 
has abused : this answers to the abuse of his authority 
in the Church of Christ. 3. He shall have tears and 
eternal pains, in company with all such hypocrites as 
himself: and this answers to his voluptuous life, pam- 
pering the flesh at the expense of his soul. 

Verse 51. Cut him asunder] This refers to an an- 
cient mode of punishment used in several countries. 
Tsaiah is reported to have been sawed asunpER. That 
it was an ancient mode of punishment is evident from 
what Herodotus says: that Sabacus, king of Ethiopia, 
had a vision, in which he was commanded secov¢ 
deatapery, to cut in two, all the Egyptian priests, lib. 
ii. And in lib. vii. where Xerxes ordered one of the 
sons of Pythius pecov diataperv, to be cut in two, and 
one half placed on each side of the way, that his army 
might pass through between them. See Raphelius 
also, in his notes from Herodotus and Polybius. This 
kind of punishment was used among the Persians : see 
Dan. ii. 5; iii. 29. Story of Susannah, ver. 55, 59. 

235 


The parable of the ten 


See also 2 Sam. xii. 31, and 1 Chron. xx. 3. It may 
also have reference to that mode of punishment in 
which the different members were chopped off seriatim, 
first the feet, then the hands, next the legs, then the 
arms, and lastly the head. This mode of punishment 
is still in use among the Chinese. But we find an 
exact parallel among the Turks, in the following pas- 
sage from W. Lithgow’s Travels, p. 153. London 4to. 
edit. “Ifa Turk should happen to kill another Turk, 
his punishment is thus: After he is adjudged to death, 
he is brought forth to the market place ; and a blocke 
being brought hither of four foot high, the malifactor is 
stript naked, and then laid thereon with his belly down- 
ward; they draw in his middle together so small with 
running cords that they strike his body a-two with one 
blow : his hinder parts they cast to be eaten by hun- 
gry dogs kept for the same purpose ; and the fore- 
quarters and head they throw into a grievous fire, made 
there for the same end. And this is the punishment 
for manslaughter.” 

This is the very same punishment, and for the same 
offence, as that mentioned by our Lord, the killing of 
a fellow servant—one of the same nation, and of the 
same religion. 


Tue reader has no doubt observed, in the preceding 
chapter, a series of the most striking and solemn pre- 
dictions, fulfilled in the most literal, awful, and dread- 
ful manner. Christ has foretold the ruin of the Jewish 
people, and the destruction of their polity ; and in such 
a circumstantial manner as none else could do, but He, 
under whose eye are all events, and in whose hands 
are the government and direction of all things. Indeed 
he rather declared what he would do, than predicted 
what should come to pass. And the fulfilment has 
been as cercumstantial as the prediction. Does it not 
appear that the predicted point was so literally refer- 
red to by the occurring fact, by which it was to have 
its accomplishment, as to leave no room to doubt the 
truth of the prediction, or the certainty of the event by 
which it was fulfilled? Thus the wispom of God, as 
also his justice and providence, have had a plenary 
manifestation. 

But this wisdom appears, farther, in preserving such 
a record of the prediction, and such evidence of its ac- 


ST. MATTHEW. 


wise and foolish virgins. 


complishment, as cannot possibly be doubted. The 
New Testament, given by the inspiration of God, and 
handed down uncorrupted from father to son, by both 
friends and enemies, perfect in its credibility and truth, 
inexpugnable in its evidences, and astonishingly cir- 
cumstantial in details of future occurrences, which the 
wisdom of God alone could foreknow—that New Tes- 
tament is the record of these predictions. The history 
of the Romans, written by so many hands ; the history 
of the Jews, written by one of themselves ; triumphal 
arches, coins, medals, and public monuments of differ- 


ent kinds, are the evidence by which the fulfilment of : 


the record is demonstrated. Add to this the preserva- 
tion of the Jewish people ; a people scattered through 
all nations, yet subsisting as a distinct body, without 
temple, sacrifices, or political government ; and who, 
while they attempt to suppress the truth, yet reluctantly 
stand forth as an unimpeachable collateral evidence, 
that the solemn record, already alluded to, is strictly 
and literally true! Who that has ever consulted the 
Roman historians of the reigns of Vespasian and Titus, 
the history of Josephus, and the 24th chapter of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, and who knows any thing of the 
present state of the Jews over the face of the earth, or 
even of those who sojourn in England, can doubt for a 
moment the truth of this Gospel, or the infinite and all- 
comprehensive knowledge of Him who is its author ! 
Here then is one portion of Divine Revelation that is 
incontrovertibly and absolutely proved to be the truth 
of God. Reader! if he, who, while he predicted the ruin 
of this disobedient and refractory people, wept over their 
city and its inhabitants, has so minutely fulfilled the 
threatenings of his justice on the unbelieving and dis- 
obedient, will he not as circumstantially fulfil the pro- 
mises of his grace to all them that believe? The ex- 
istence of his revelation, the continuance of a Christian 
Church upon earth, the certainty that there is one 
individual saved from his sins by the grace of the 
Gospel, and walking worthy of his vocation are con- 
tinued proofs and evidences that he is still the same ; 
that he will fulfil every jot and tittle of that word on 
which he has caused thee to trust; and save to the ut- 
termost all that come unto the Father by him. The 
word of the Lord endureth for ever: and they who 
trust in him shall never be confounded. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


The parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five foolish, 1-12. 


constantly prepared to appear before God, 13. 


The necessity of being 


The parable of the talents, 14-30. The manner in which 


God shall deal with the righteous and the wicked in the judgment of the great day, 31-46. 


ares (THEN shall the kingdom of 
gn Olymp, heaven be likened unto ten 


* virgins, which took their lamps, 
and went forth to meet » the bridegroom. 


a Ley. xxi. 14; Psa. xlv. 9-11; 2 Cor. xi. 2; Rev. xiv. 5. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXy. 
Verse 1. Then shall the kingdom of heaven] The 
state of Jews and professing Christians—or the state 
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2 ° And five of them were wise, 4.M- 4033. 
and five were foolish. An. Olymp. 
3 They that were foolish took fe ee 
their lamps, and took no oil with them: 


> Eph. v. 29, 30; Rey. xix. 7; xxi. 2, 9.—¢ Chap. xiii. 47; xxii. 10. 


of the visible Church at the time of the destruction of 

Jerusalem, and in the day of judgment : for the parable 

appears to relate to both those periods. And particu- 
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The parable of the ten 


4 But the wise took oil in their 


5 While the bridegroom tarried, 
“they all slumbered and slept. 


41 Thess. v. 6. 


larly at the time in which Christ shall come to judge 
the world, it shall appear what kind of reception his 
Gospel has met with. This parable, or something very 
like it, is found in the Jewish records : so in a treatise 
entitled ResnitH Cuooman, the beginning of wisdom, 
we read thus: ‘Our wise men of blessed memory say, 
Repent whilst thou hast strength to do it, whilst thy 
lamp burns, and thy oil is not extinguished ; for if thy 
lamp be gone out, thy oi will profit thee nothing.”— 
Our doctors add, in Meprasw: “The holy blessed 
God said to Israel, My sons, repent whilst the gates 
of repentance stand open; for I receive a gift at pre- 
sent, but when I shall sit in judgment, in the age to 
come, I will receive none.” Another parable, men- 
tioned by Aimchi, on Isa. Ixv. 13.“ Rabbi Yucha- 
nan, the son of Zachai, spoke a parable concerning a 
king, who invited his servants, but set them no time 
to come: the prudent and wary among them adorned 
themselves, and, standing at the door of the king’s 
house, said, Is any thing wanting in the house of the 
king? (i. e. Is there any work to be done?) But the 
foolish ones that were among them went away, and 
working said, When shall the feast be in which there 
is no labour? Suddenly the king sought out his ser- 
vants: those who were adorned entered in, and they 
who were still polluted entered in also. The king was 
glad when he met the prudent, but he was angry when 
he met the foolish: he said, Let the prudent sit down 
and eat—let the others stand and look on.” Rabbi 
Hliezer said, “Turn to God one day before your 
death.” His disciples said, “‘ How can a man know 
the day of his death?” He answered them, “ There- 
fore you should turn to God to-day, perhaps you may 
die to-morrow ; thus every day will be employed in 
returning.” See Aimcehi in Isa. Ixv. 13. 

Virgins] Denoting the purity of the Christian 
doctrine and character. In this parable, the bride- 
groom is generally understood to mean Jesus Christ. 
The feast, that state of felicity to which he has pro- 
mised to raise his genuine followers. The wise, or 
prudent, and foolish virgins, those who truly enjoy, 
and those who only profess the purity and holiness of 
his religion. The od, the grace and salvation of God, 
or that faith which works by love. The vessel, the 
heart in which this oi is contained. The lamp, the 
profession of enjoying the burning and shining light of 
the Gospel of Christ. Going forth, the whole of their 
sojourning upon earth. 

Verse 2. Five of them were wise] Or, provident, 
dpoviywot—they took care to make a proper provision 
beforehand, and left nothing to be done in the last 
moment, 

Five were foolish] Mwpot, which might be trans- 
lated careless, is generally rendered foolish; but this 
does not agree so well with gpovior, provident, or pru- 
dent, in the first clause, which is the proper meaning 
of the word. Mopoc, in the Etymologicon, is thus de- 
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CHAP. XXV. 


4 


wise and foolish virgins. 


6 And at midnight * there was 4,M- 4093. 
a cry made, Behold, the bride- Aa pray, 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet 


him. 


€ Chap. xxiv. 31; 1 Thess. iv. 16. 


fined, zn dpa ro deov, he who sees not what ts proper 
or necessary. ‘These did not see that it was neces- 
sary to have oil in thevr vessels, (the salvation of God 
in their souls,) as well as a burning lamp of religious 
profession, ver. 3, 4. 

Verse 4. Took oil in their vessels] 'They not only 
had a sufficiency of oil in their amps, but they carried 
a vessel with oil to recruit their lamps, when it should 
be found expedient. This the foolish or improvident 
neglected todo: hence, when the oil that was in their 
lamps burned out, they had none to pour into the lamp 
to maintain the flame. 

Verse 5. The bridegroom tarried| The coming 
of the bridegroom to an individual may imply his 
death: his coming to the world—the final judgment. 
The delay—the time from a man’s birth till his death, 
in the first case ; in the second, the time from the de- 
ginning to the end of the world. 

Slumbered and slept.) Or, evvcagav car exad_evdor, 
they became drowsy and fell asleep. As sleep is fre- 
quently used in the sacred writings for death, so drow- 
siness, which precedes sleep, may be considered as 
pointing out the decays of the constitution, and the 
sicknesses which precede death. ‘The other explana- 
tions which are given of this place must be unsatisfac- 
tory to every man who is not warped by some point 
in his creed, which must be supported at every ex- 
pense. Carelessness disposed them to drowsiness, 
drowsiness to sleep, deep sleep, which rendered them 
as unconscious of their danger as they were before 
inattentive to their duty. ‘The Anglo-Saxon has hit 
the meaning of the original well—pa hnappudon hig ealle 
4 ylepun; of which my old MS. Bible gives a literal 
version, in the English of the 14th century : forsothe— 
alle nappeden and sleptyn. i 

Verse 6. At midnight there was acry| The Jewish 
weddings were generally celebrated in the night; yet 
they usually began at the rising of the evening star; but 
in this case there was a more than ordinary delay. 

Behold, the bridegroom cometh] What an awful 
thing to be summoned to appear before the Judge of 
quick and dead! The following is an affecting rela- 
tion, and fas est ab hoste doceri. ‘ When Rabbi Jo- 
chanan ben Zachai was sick, his disciples came to 
visit him; and when he saw them he began to weep. 
They say to him, Rabbi! the light of Israel, the right 
hand pillar, the strong hammer, wherefore dost thou 
weep? He answered them, If they were carrying 
me before a king of flesh and blood, who is here to- 
day, and to-morrow in the grave; who, if he were 
angry with me, his anger would not last for ever; if 
he put me in prison, his prison would not be everlast- 
ing; if he condemned me to death, that death would 
not be eternal; whom I could soothe with words or 
bribe with riches; yet even in these circumstances I 
should weep. But now I am going before the King 
of kings, the holy and the blessed God, who liveth 
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A. M. 4033. ae, a 
ia | eee Thent all those virgins . arose, 


An. Olymp. and ‘ trimmed their one 
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, 
Give us of your oil; for our lamps are £ gone out. 
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; 
lest there be not enough for us and you: * but 


f Luke xii. 35.—8 Or, going out. hJsa. lv. 1; Hab. i. 4; 
Rom. i. 17; Gal. vi. 4. 


and endureth for ever and for ever; who, if he be 
angry with me, his anger will last for ever; if he put 
me in prison, his bondage will be everlasting ; if he 
condemn me to death, that death will be eternal ; whom 
I cannot soothe with words nor bribe with riches :— 
when, farther, there are before me two ways, the one 
to hell and the other to paradise, and I know not in 
which they are carrying me, shall I not weep?” Tat- 
mup Beracoth, fol. 28. 

Verse 7. Trimmed their lamps.| Exoopycav, adorn- 
ed them. JI have seen some of the eastern lamps or 
lanthorns, the body of which was a skeleton of wood 
and threads, covered with a very thin transparent 
membrane, or very fine gauze, and decorated with 
flowers painted on it. It is probable that the nuptial 
lamps were highly decorated in this way ; though the 
act mentioned here may mean no more than preparing 
the lamps for burning. 

The following account of the celebration of a wed- 
ding in Persia, taken from the Zend Avesta, vol. li 
p- 558, &c., may cast some light on this place. 

“The ae appointed for the marriage, about five 
o'clock in the evening, the bridegroom comes to the 
house of the bride, vibes the moded, or priest, pro- 
nounces for the first time the nuptial benediction. He 
then brings her to his own house, gives her some re- 
freshment, and afterwards the assembly of her relatives 
and friends reconduct her to her father’s house. When 
she arrives, the moded repeats the nuptial benediction, 
which is generally done about mmpnicuT ; immediately 
after, the bride, accompanied with a part of her at- 
tending troop, (the rest having returned to their own 
homes,) is reconducted to the house of her husband, 
where she generally arrives about three o’clock in the 
morning. Nothing can be more brilliant than these 
nuptial solemnities in India. Sometimes the assembly 
consists of not less than two thousand persons, all richly 
dressed in gold and silver tissue ; the friends and rela- 
tives of the bride, encompassed with their domestics, 
are all mounted on horses richly harnessed. The 
goods, wardrobe, and even the bed of the bride, are 
carried in triumph. The husband, richly mounted and 
magnificently dressed, is accompanied by Ais friends 
and relatives, the friends of the bride following him in 
covered carriages. At intervals, during the proces- 
sion, guns and rockets are fired, and the spectacle is 
rendered grand beyond description, by a prodigious 
number of LicHTED ToRcHES, and by the sounp of a 
multitude of musical instruments.” 

There are certain preparations which most persons 
velieve they must make at the approach of death ; but, 
alas! it is often too late. The lamp is defiled, the light 
almost ouf, and the od expended; and what adorning 
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go ye rather to them that sell, and 4,M> 488 
An. O 6 
buy for yourselves. ioe 


10 And while they went to buy, ——-—— 
the bridegroom came ; ‘and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage; and 
k the door was shut. 


Qi) xix aoe xe. 
xiii. 25. 


iLuke xiii. 35, 36.— Luke 


isa wretched sinner, struggling in the agonies of death, 
capable of preparing for his guilty soul ! 

Verse 8. Our lamps are gone out.) XSevvvvra, 
are going out. So then it is evident that they were 
once-lighted. They had once hearts clwminated and 
warmed by faith and love; but they had dackshdden 
from the salvation of God, and now they are excluded 
from heaven, because, through their carelessness, they 
have let the light that was in them become darkness, 
and have not applied in time for a fresh supply of the 
salvation of God. 

A Jewish rabbin supposes God addressing man thus: 
—I give thee my lamp, give thou me thy lamp; if 
thou keep my lamp I will keep thy lamp; but vf thou 
extinguish my lamp I will extinguish thy lamp. That 
is, | give thee my worp and testimonies to be a light 
unto ay feet and a lanthorn to thy steps, to guide 
thee safely through life; give me thy soun and all its 
concerns, that I may defend and save thee from all 
evil: keep my worn, walk in my ways, and I will 
keep thy souu that nothing shall injure it; but if thou 
trample under foot my Jaws, I will cast thy soul into 
outer darkness. 

Verse 9. Lest there be not enough for us and you| 
These had all been companions in the Christian course, 
and there was a time when they might have been help- 
ful to each other ; but that time is now past for ever-— 
none has a particle of grace to spare, not even to help 
the soul of the dearest relative! The grace which 
every man receives is just enough to save his own 
soul; he has no merits to bequeath to the Church ; no 
work of supererogation which can be placed to the 
account of another. 

Go ye rather to them that sell, and buy] By leaving 
out the particle de, but, (on the indisputable authority 
of ABDGHKS, and HV, of Matthai, with sixteen 
others, the Armenian, Vulgate, and all the Itala but 
one,) and transposing a very little the members of the 
sentence, the sense is more advantageously represent- 
ed, and the reading smoother: Rather go to them that 
sell, and buy for yourselves, lest there be not enougn 
for us and you. Beza, Mill, Bengel, and Griesbach, 
approve of the omission of the particle de. 

Verse 10. While they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came] What a dismal thing it is, not to discover the 
emptiness of one’s heart of all that is good, till it is too 
late to make any successful application for relief! God 
alone knows how many are thus deceived. 

And they that were ready| They who were prepared 
—who had not only a burning lamp of an evangelical 
profession, but had oz in their vessels, the faith that 
works by Jove in their hearts, and their lives adorned 
with all the fruits of the Spirit. 
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Parable of the ten virgrns. 


ee 11 Afterward came also the other 


4p ara: virgins, saying, ! Lord, Lord, open 
to us. 
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say 
unto you, ™I know you not. 
13 * Watch therefore, for ye know neither 


the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. 


CHAP. 


XXV. The parable of the talents. 
14 9 ° For the kingdom of heaven *, Mi, 1085. 


as Pas a man travelling into a far An, Olomp. 
country, who called his own ser- : 
vants, and delivered unto them his goods. 

15 And unto one he gave five ° talents, to 
another two, and to another one; ' to every 
man according to his several ability; and 
straightway took his journey. 


1Ch. vii. 21, 22, 23——™ Psa. v. 5; Hab. i. 13; John ix. 31. 
n Chap. xxiv. 42, 44; Mark xiii. 33, 35; Luke xxi. 36; ] Cor. 
xvi. 13; 1 Thess. v.6; 1 Pet. v. 8; Rev. xvi. 15. 


© Luke xix. 12. 
chap. xvili. 24. 
iv. 11 


P Chap. xxi. 33.—4 A talent is 1877. 10s. 
tRom. xii, 6; 1-Cor. xii. 7, 11, 29; Hiphe 


The door was shut.| Sinners on a death-bed too 
often meet with those deceitful merchants, who pro- 
mise them salvation for a price which is of no value 
in the sight of God. Come unto me, says Jesus, and 
buy: there is no salvation but through his blood—no 
hope for the sinner but that which is founded upon his 
sacrifice and death. The door was shut—dreadful and 
fatal words! No hope remains. Nothing but death 
can shut this door; but death may surprtse us in our 
sins, and then despair is our only portion. 

Verse 11. Afterwards came also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord) Earnest prayer, when used in 
tume, may do much good: but it appears, from this 
parable, that there may come a time when prayer even 
to Jesus may be too late!—viz. when the door is shut 
—when death has separated the body and the soul. 

Verse 12. I know you not.] As if he had said, Ye 
are not of my company—-ye were neither with the bride 
nor the bridegroom: ye slept while the others were in 
procession. Ido not acknowledge you for my disciples 
—ye are not like him who is love—ye refused to re- 
ceive his grace—ye sinned it away when ye had it; 
now you are necessarily excluded from that kingdom 
where nothing but dove and purity ean dwell. 

Verse 13. Watch therefore] If to watch be to em- 
ploy ourselves chiefly about the business of our salva-~ 
tion, alas! how few of those who are called Christians 
are there who do watch! Tow many who slumber! 
How many who are asleep! How many seized with 
a lethargy! How many quite dead! 

Wherein the Son of man cometh.] These words are 
omitted by many excellent MSS., most of the versions, 
and several of the fathers. Griesbach has left them 
out of the text: Grotius, Hammond, Mill, and Bengel, 
approve of the omission. 

Verse 14. Called his own servants] God never 
makes the children of men proprietors of his goods. 
They are formed by his power, and upheld by his 
bounty ; and they hold their lives and their goods, as 
in many of our ancient tenures, guamdiu domino pla- 
cuerit—at the will of their Lord. 

Verse 15. Unto one he gave five talents—to every 
man according to his several ability] ‘The duties men 
are called to perform are suited to their situations, and 
the talents they receive. ‘The good that any man has 
he has received from God, as also the ability to im- 
prove that good. God’s graces and temporal mercies 
are suited to the power which a man has of wnproving 
them. To give eminent gifts to persons incapable of 
properly improving them, would be only to lead into a 
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snare. ‘The talent which each man has suits his own 
state best ; and it is only pride and insanity which lead 
him to desire and envy the graces and talents of another. 
Five talents would be too much for some men: one 
talent would be too little. He who receives much, 
must make proportionate improvement ; and, from him 
who has received Jittle, the improvement only of that 
little will be required. As five talents, in one case, 
are sufficient to answer the purpose for which they 
were given; so also are two and one. 

The man who improves the grace he has received, 
however small, will as surely get to the kingdom of 
God, as he who has received most from his master, 
and improved all. 

There is a parable something like this in Sohar 
Chadash, fol. 47: ‘A certain king gave a deposit to 
three of his servants: the first kept it; the second 
lost it; the third spoiled one part of it, and gave the 
rest to another to keep. After some time, the king 
came and demanded the deposit. Him who had pre- 
served it, the king praised, and made him governor of 
his house. Him who had lost it, he delivered to utter 
destruction, so that both his name and his possessions 
were blotted out. To the third, who had spoiled a 
part and given the rest to another to keep, the king 
said, Keep him, and let him not go out of my house, 
till we see what the other shall do, to whom he has 
entrusted a part: if he shall make a proper use of it, 
this man shall be restored to liberty; if not, he also 
shall be punished.” See Schoettgen. I have had 
already occasion to remark how greatly every Jewish 
parable is improved that comes through the hands of 
Christ. 

In this parable of our Lord, four things may be con- 
sidered :— 

I. The master who distributes the talents. 

II. The servants who improved their talents. 

Ill. The servant who buried his talent. And 

IV. His punishment. 

1. The master’s kindness. The servants had no- 
thing—deserved nothing—had no claim on their master, 
yet he, in his xinpNess, delivers unto them his goods, 
not for his advantage, but for their comfort and salva- 
tion. 

2. The master distributes these goods diversely ;— 
giving to one five, to another two, and to another one. 
No person can complain that he has been forgotten ; 
the master gives to each. None can complain of the 
diversity of the gifts; it is the master who has done it. 
The master has an absolute right over his own goods, 
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A.M. 4033. 16 Then he that had received the 

An. Olymp. five talents went and traded with 
tie the same, and made them other five 

talents. 


17 And likewise he that had recetved two, 
he also gained other two. 

18 But he that had received one, went and 
digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 

19 After a long time * the lord of those ser- 
vants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 

20 And so he that had received five talents 
came, and brought other five talents, saying, 
t Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents : 


mm iu. 3; Luke xvi. 2; Heb. x. 37. 
2 Tim. VG 5s 


t 1 Cor. xv. 10; 


and the servants cannot find fault with the distribution. 
He who has little should not envy him who has re- 
ceived much, for he has the greater labour, and the 
greater account to give. He who has much should 
not despise him who has /ittle, for the sovereign mas- 
ter has made the distinction; and his little, suited to 
the ability which God has given him, and fitted to the 
place in which God’s providence has fixed him, is 
sufficiently calculated to answer the purpose of the 
master, in the salvation of the servant’s soul. 

3. The master distributes his talents with wispom. 
He gave to each according to his several ability, i. e. 
to the power he had to mmprove what was given. It 
would not be just to make a servant responsible for 
what he is naturally incapable of managing ; and it 
would not be proper to give more than could be zm- 
proved. ‘The powers which men have, God has given; 
and as he best knows the extent of these powers, so he 
suits his graces and blessings to them in the most wise 
and effectual way. Though he may make one vessel 
for honour, (i. e. a more honourable place or office,) 
and another for dishonour, (a less honourable office,) 
yet both are for the master’s use—both are appointed 
and capacitated to show forth his glory. 

IJ. The servants who improved their talents. 

These persons are termed dovAoz, slaves, such as were 
the property of the master, who might dispose of them 
as he pleased. Then he that had received the five 
talents went and traded, ver. 16. 1. The work was 
speedily begun—as soon as the master gave the talents 
and departed, so soon they began to labour. There is 
not a moment to be lost—every moment has its grace, 
and every grace has its employment, and every thing 
is to be done for eternity. 

2. The work was perseveringly carried on; after a 
long time the lord of those servants cometh, ver. 19. 
The master was long before he returned, but they did 
not relax. ‘The longer time, the greater improvement. 
God gives every man just time enough to live, in this 
world, to glorify his Maker, and to get his soul saved. 
Many begin well, and continue faithful for a time—but 
how few persevere to the end! Are there none who 
seem to have outlived their glory, their character, their 
usefulness ? 

3. Their work was crowned with success. 
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behold, I have gained, beside them, “,%, 44° 
An. Olymp. 
five talents more. CCIL I. 


21 His lord said unto him, Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, * I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into 
¥ the joy of thy lord. 

22 He also that had received two talents 
came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto 
me two talents: behold, I have gained two 
other talents beside them. 

23 His lord said unto him, * Well done, 
good and faithful servant: thou hast been 


"Chap. xxiv. 47; ver. 34, 46; Luke xii. 44; xxii. 29, 30. 
v Heb. xii. 2; 2 Tim. ii. 12; i Pet. i. 8——v Ver. 21. 


doubled the sum which they had received. Every 
srace of God is capable of great improvement. Jesus 
himself, the pure, immaculate Jesus, grew in wisdom 
and favour with God, Luke ii. 52. 

4, They were ready to give in a joyful account 
when their master came and called for them. Ist. 
They come without delay: they expected his coming ; 
and it was with an eye to this that they continued their 
labour—they endured as seeing him who is invisible. 
Qdly. They come without fear; the master before 
whom they appear has always loved them, and given 
them the fullest proofs of his affection for them: his 
love to them has begotten in them love to him; and 
their obedience to his orders sprung from the love they 
bore to him. He that loveth me, says Jesus, will keep 
my words. 3d. They render up their accounts with- 
out confusion: he who received five brought five others ; 
and he who had received two brought two more: no- 
thing was to be done when their master called; all 
their business was fully prepared. 4th. They gave 
up every thing to their master, without attempting to 
appropriate any thing. Their ability was Ais, the 
talents his, and the continued power to improve them, 
his. All is of God, and all must be returned to him. 

5. Their recompense from their gracious master. 
Ist. They receive praise. Well done, good and faith- 
ful servants, ver. 21. What a glorious thing to have 
the approbation of God, and the testimony of a good 
conscience! They were good, pure and upright with- 
in—faithful, using to God’s glory the blessings he had 
given. 2d. They receive gracious promises. Ye 
have been faithful over a little, I will set you over 
much. These promises refer not only to a future 
glory, but to an increase of God’s grace and mercy 
here; for the more faithfully a man improves what 
God has already given him, the more he shall have 
from his gracious Master: for he giveth more grace, 
till he fills the faithful soul with his own fulness. 34. 
They receive cLory. nter into the joy of your Lord. 
As ye were partakers of my naiure on earth, be ye 
sharers of my glory in heaven. The joy, the happi- 
ness wherewith I am happy, shall be your eternal por- 
tion! O, what is all we can do, all we can suffer, 
even the most lingering and cruel martyrdom, in com- 
parison of this unbounded, eternal joy ! 
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A.M. 4023. faithful over a few things, I will 


make thee ruler over many things : 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

24 Then he which had received the one 
talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that 
thou art a hard man, reapig where thou hast 
not sown, and gathering where thou hast not 
strewed : 

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy 
talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is 
thine. 

26 His lord answered and said unto him, 
Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knew- 
est that I reap where I sowed not, and gather 
where I have not strewed: 


x Chap. xi. 12; Mark iv. 25; Luke viii. 18; xix. 26; 


? 


TI. Of the servant who buried his talent. 

He that had received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his Lord’s money, ver. 18. 1. See the 
ingratitude of this servant. His master gave him a 
talent, capable of being improved to his own present 
and eternal sdventagus but he slights the mercy of 
his lord. 

2. See his zdleness. Rather than exert himself to 
improve what he has received, he goes and hides it. 

3. See his gross error. He pies to hide it—puts 
himself to more trouble to render the mercy of God 
to him of none effect, than he would have had in com- 
bating and conquering the world, the devil, and the flesh. 

4. See his injustice. He takes his master’s money, 
and neither improves nor designs to improve it, even 
while he is living on and consuming that bounty which 
would have been sufficient for a faithful servant. How 
much of this wseless lumber is to be found in the 
Chureh of Christ! But suppose the man be a 
preacher—what a terrible account will he have to give 
to God !—consuming the provision made for a faithful 
pastor, and so burying, or misusing his talent, as to 
do no good, to immortal souls ! 

5. Hear the absurdity of his reasoning. Lord, I 
knew thee that thou art a hard (or avaricious) man, 
reaping where thou hast not sown, &c., ver. 24. See 
this meaning of oxAnpoc proved by Kypke. The wicked 
excuse of this faithless servant confuted itself, and 
condemned him. Nevertheless it is on this very model 
that sinners in general seek to justify themselves ; and 
the conclusion turns always against them. J knew 
thee to be a hard man. How awfully deceived and 
deeply depraved must that person be, who not only at- 
tempts to excuse his follies, but to charge his crimes 
on GOD himself ! 

Iwas afraid—Why 2 Because thou wert an enemy 
to thy soul, and to thy God.—TI was afrad—of what? 
that he would require more than he did give. How 
could this be! Did he not give thee the talent freely, 
to show thee his benevolence? And did he not suit it 
to thy ability, that he might show thee his wzsdom, 
justice, and goodness, in not making thee responsible 
for more than thou couldst zmprove ? 

Vou. I. ( 16 ) 


CHAP. 


XXV. of the talents. 
M. 4033. 


27 Thou oughtest therefore to ce co 

have put my money to the ex- An. Olymp. 
CCII.1. 

changers, and then at my com- 

ing I should have received mine own with 

usury. 

28 Take therefore the talent from him, 
and give wz unto him which hath ten 
talents : 

29 * For unto every one that hath, shall be 
given, and he shall have abundance: but from 
him that hath not, shall be taken away, even 
that which he hath. 

30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant 
¥ into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 


John xv. 2.—Y Chap. vill. 12; xxiv. 51. 


IV. Behold the awful punishment of this faithless 
servant. 

1. Heisreproached. Thou wicked and slothful ser- 
vant! Wicked—in thy heart: slothful—in thy work. 
Tuou knewest that I reap where I sowed not. "Thou 
art condemned by thy own mouth—whose is the un- 
employed talent? Did J not give thee thist And 
did I require the improvement of two when I gave 
thee but one 2—Thou knowest I did not. 

2. He is stripped of what he possessed. Take—the 
talent from him. O terrible word !—Remove the can- 
dlestick from that slothful, worldly-minded Church: 
take away the inspirations of the Holy Spirit from that 
lukewarm, Christless Christian, who only lives to re- 
sist them and render them of none effect. Dispossess 
that base, man-pleasing minister of his ministerial gifts ; 
let his selver become brass, and his fine gold, dross — 
He loved the present world more than the eternal 
world, and the praise of men more than the approbation 
of God. Take away the talent from him! 

3. He is punished with an everlasting separation 
from God and the glory of his power. Cast forth the 
unprofitable servant, ver. 30. Let him have nothing 
but darkness, who refused to walk in the ight: let him 
have nothing but misery—weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, who has refused the happiness which God pro- 
vided for him. 

Reader, if the careless virgin, and the unprofitable 
servant, against whom no flagrant iniquity is charged, 
be punished with an outer darkness, with a hell of fire: 
of what sorer punishment must he be judged worthy, 
who is a murderer, an adulterer, a forncator, a blas- 
phemer, a thief, a iar, or in any respect an open vio- 
later of the laws of Godt The careless virgins, and 
the unprofitable servants, were saints in comparison of 
millions, who are, notwithstanding, dreaming of an 
endless heaven, when fitted only for an endless hell! 

Verse27. With usury.| Xvv toxw, withits produce— 
not usury ; for that is wnlawful interest, more than the 
money can properly produce. 

Verse 29. Unto every one that hath shall be given] 
See on chap. xii. 12. 

Verse 30. Weeping and gnashing of teeth.] See on 
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A.M. 4033. - 
‘A. D. 29. 31 % When the Son of man 


An. Olymp. shall come in his glory, and all the 
= I holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory: 

32 And * before him shall be gathered all 
nations: and ” he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 


the goats : 


z Zech. xiv. 5; chap. xvi. 27; xix. 28; Mark viii. 38; Acts 1. 
11; 1 Thess. iv. 16; 2 Thess.i.7; Jude 14; Rev.i.7.— Rom. 
xiv. 10; 2,Cor. v. 10; Rev. xx. 12. b Rzek. xx. 38; xxxiv. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


the day of judgment. 


33 And he shall set the sheep SS 


on his right hand, but the goats on a ome 
the left. es 
34 Then shall the King say unto them on 
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, °inherit the kingdom ‘ prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world : 
35 ° For I was an hungered, and ye gave 


17, 20; chap. xii. 49. ¢ Rom, vili. 17; 1 Pet.i. 4,9; i. 9; ~ 
Rev. xxi. 7.——4 Chap. xx. 23; Mark x. 40; 1 Cor. 11,9; Heb. 
x1. 16; e Isa. lviiil. 7; Ezek. xviii. 7; James 1. 27. 


chap. vili. 12, a note necessary for the illustration of 
this, and the foregoing parable. 

Verse 31. When the Son of man shall come| This 
must be understood of Christ’s coming at the last day, 
to judge mankind; though all the preceding part of 
the chapter may be applied also to the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

Holy angels} The word ayzot is omitted by many 
excellent manuscripts, versions, and fathers. Mull and 
Bengel approve of the omission, and Griesbach has 
left it out of the text. It is supposed by some that our 
Lord will have other angels (messengers) with him in 
that day, besides the holy ones. The evil angels may 
be in attendance to take, as their prey, those who shall 
be found on his left hand. 

The throne of his glory] That glorious throne on 
which his glorified human nature is seated, at the right 
hand of the Father. 

Verse 32. All nations] Literally, all the nations— 
all the Gentzle world; the Jews are necessarily included, 
but they were spoken of in a particular manner in the 
preceding chapter. 

He shall separate them] Set each kind apart by 
themselves. 

As a shepherd divideth, &c.] It does not appear 
that sheep and goats were ever penned or housed to- 
gether, though they might feed in the same pasture ; 
yet even this was not done but in separate flocks; so 
Virgil, clog. vii. v. 2. 


Compulerantque greges Corydon et Thyrsis in unum ; 
Thyrsis oves, Corydon distentas lacte CAPELLAS. 


“Thyrsis and Corydon drove their flocks together : 
Thyrsis his sheep ; and Corydon his goats, their udders 
distended with milk.” 

These two shepherds had distinct flocks, which fed 
in the same pasture, but separately ; and they are only 
now driven together, for the convenience of the two 
shepherds, during the time of their musical contest. 

Verse 33. He shall set the sheep, &c.] The right 
hand signifies, among the rabbins, approbation and emi- 
nence: the left hand, rejection, and disapprobation. 
Hence in Sohar Chadash it is said, “The right hand is 
given, the left also is given—to the Israelites and the 
Gentiles are given paradise and hell—this world, and 
the world to come.” The right and left were emblem- 
atical of endless beatitude and endless misery among 
the Romans. Hence Virgil :— 


Hic locus est, partes ubi se via findit in ambas, 
Dextera, gue Ditis magni sub menia tendit : 
242 


Hac iter Elysium nobis ; at leva malorum 
Exercet penas, et ad impia Tartara mittit. 
fin. vi. 540. 


Here in two ample roads the way divides, 
The right direct, our destined journey guides, 
By Pluto’s palace, to the Hlysian plains ; 

The left to Tartarus, where bound in chains 


Loud howl the damn’d in everlasting pains. Purr. 


Of the good and faithful servants he approves, and 
therefore exalts them to his glory; of the slothful and 
wicked he disapproves, and casts them into hell. 

Suemp, which have ever been considered as. the em- 
blems of mildness, simplicity, pattence, and usefulness, 
represent here the genuine disciples of Christ. 

Goats, which are naturally guarrelsome, lascivious, 
and excessively ill-scented, were considered as the 
symbols of riotous, profane, and impure men. They 
here represent all who have lived and died in their sins. 
See Eizek. xxxiv. 17, and Zech. x. 3. 

Verse 34. Ye blessed of my Father] This is the 
king’s address to his followers; and contains the rea- 
son why they were found in the practice of all righte- 
ousness, and were now brought to this state of glory — 
they were dlessed—came as children, and received the 
benediction of the Father, and became, and continued 
to be, members of the heavenly family. 

Inherit) The inheritance is enly for the children of 
the family—zf sons, then heirs, Gal. iv. 7, but not 
otherwise. The sons only shall enjoy the father’s estate. 

Prepared for you] That is, the kingdom of glory is 
designed for such as you—you who have received the 
blessing of the Father, and were holy, harmless, un- 
defiled, and separated from sinners. 

-From the foundation of the world) It was God’s 
purpose and determination to admit none into his hea- 
ven but those who were made partakers of his Aoli- 
ness, Heb. xii. 14. The rabbins say, Seven things 
were created before the foundation of the world. 1. 
The law. 2. Repentance. 3. Paradise. 4. Heil. 5. 
The throne of God. 6. The temple; and 7. The 
name of the Messiah. 

Verse 35. Iwas an hungered, and ye gave me meat] 
Every thing which is done to a follower of Christ, 
whether it be good or evil, he considers as dene to 
himself, see ver. 40; Acts ix. 4,5; Heb. vi. 10. Of 
all the fruits of the Spirit, none are mentioned here 
but those that spring from love, or mercy; because 
these give men the nearest conformity to God. Jesus 
had said, Blessed are the merciful, for they shall ob- 

( 16* ) 


‘7. 


ate : 
Christ’s procedure in CHAP. XXV. the day of judgment. 
SS me meat: I was thirsty, and ye| 39 Or when saw we thee sick, Bet aes 
An, Olymp. gave me drink: ‘I was a stranger, |or in prison, and came unto thee? An. Olymy 
CCIL 1. : CIL.1. 


and ye took me in: 

36 & Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, 
and ye visited me: *I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. 

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, 
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 
and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took 
thee in? or naked, and clothed thee ? 


40 And the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
' Inasmuch as ye have done zt unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done zt 
unto me. 

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the 
left hand, * Depart from me, ye cursed, ! into 
everlasting fire, prepared for ™ the devil and 
his angels : 


£ Heb. xii. 2; 3 John 5. § James ii. 15, 16——2 Tim. i. 16. 
i Prov. xiv. 31; xix. 17; chap. x. 42; Mark ix. 41; Heb. vi. 10. 


tain mercy ; and he here shows how this promise shall 
be fulfilled. The rabbins say: “As often as a poor 
man presents himself at thy door, the holy blessed God 
stands at his right hand: if thou give him alms, know 
that he who stands at his right hand will give thee a 
reward. But if thou give him not alms, he who stands 
at his right hand will punish thee.” Vaiyikra Rabba, 
s. 34, fol. 178. 

A stranger, and ye took me in] Svvnyayere pee, ye 
entertained me: Kypke has fully proved that this is 
the meaning of the original. Literally, cvvayew sig- 
nifies te gather together. Strangers are sometimes so 
destitute as to be ready to perish for lack of food and 
raiment : a supply of these things keeps their souls 
and bodies together, which were about to be separated 
through lack of the necessaries of life. The word may 
also allude to a’provision made for a poor family, which 
were scatiered abroad, perhaps begging their bread, 
and who by the ministry of benevolent people are col- 
lected, relieved, and put in a way of getting their bread. 
O blessed work! to be the instruments of preserving 
human life, and bringing comfort and peace into the 
habitations of the wretched ! 

While writing this, (Nov. 13, 1798,) I hear the 
bells loudly ringing in commemoration of the birth-day 
of EK. Colson, Esq., a native of this city, (Bristol,) 
who spent a long life and an immense fortune in re- 
lieving the miseries of the distressed. His works still 
praise him in the gates; his name is revered, and his 
birth-day held sacred, among the inhabitants. Who 
has heard the bells ring in commemoration of the birth 
of any deceased hero or king? Of so much more value, 
in the sight even of the multitude, is a life of public 
usefulness than one of worldly glory or secular state. 
But how high must such a person rank in the sight of 
God, who, when Christ in his representatives was hun- 
gry, gave him food; when thirsty, gave him drink; 
when naked clothed him; when sick and in prison, 
visited him! Thou blessed of my Father! come. Thou 
hast been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, and now 
thou shalt eternally enjoy the true riches. 

The Supreme God is represented in the Bhagvat 
Geeta as addressing mankind, when he had just formed 
them, thus: ‘Those who dress their meat but for 
themselves, eat the bread of sin.” Geeta, p. 46. 

Verse 36. I was sick, and ye visited me] Relieving 
the strangers, and visiting the sick, were in high esti- 
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« Psa. vi. 8 ; chap. vii. 23 ; Luke xiii. 27.——! Chap. xiii. 40, 42. 
m2 Pet. 1.4; Jude 6. 


mation among the Jews. One of their sayings on this 
head is worthy of notice: ‘ He who neglects to visit 
the sick is like him who has shed blood.” ‘That is, as 
he has neglected, when it was in his power, to preserve 
life, he is as guilty in the sight of the Lord as he is 
who has committed murder. See Aypke in loco. _ 

Verse 37. Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 
&c.] This barbarous expression, an hungered, should 
be banished out of the text, wheresoever it occurs, and 
the simple word hungry substituted for it. Whatever 
is done for Christ’s sake, is done through Christ’s grace ; 
and he who does the work attributes to Jesus both the 
will and the power by which the work was done, and 
seeks and expects the kingdom of heaven not as a re- 
ward, but as a gift of pure unmerited mercy. Yet, 
while workers together with his grace, God attributes 
to them that which they do through his influence, as 
if they had done it independently of him. God has a 
right to form what estimate he pleases of the works 
wrought through himself: but man is never safe except 
when he attributes all to his Maker. 

Verse 40. Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren] 'Vhe meanest follower 
of Christ is acknowledged by him as his brother! 
What infinite condescension! ‘Those, whom many 
would scorn to set with the dogs of their flock, are 
brothers and sisters of the blessed Jesus, and shall soon 
be set among the princes of his people. 

Verse 41. Depart from me, ye cursed] Or, Ye 
cursed ! depart.—These words are the address of the 
king to the sinners ; and contain the reason why they 
are to be separated from blessedness: Ye are cursed, 
because ye have sinned, and would not come unto me 
that ye might have life-—No work of piety has pro- 
ceeded from your hand, because the carnal mind, which 
is enmity against me, reigned in your heart; and ye 
would not have me to reign over you. Depari! this 
includes what some have termed the punishment of loss 
or privation. Ye cannot, ye shall not be united to 
me—Depart ! O terrible word! and yet a worse is to 
come. 

Into everlasting fire] This is the punishment of 
sense. Ye shall not only be separated from me, but 
ye shall be tormented, awfully, everlastingly tormented 
in that place of separation. 

Prepared for the devil and his angels] The deyil 
and his angels sinned defore the creation of the world, 
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ie exe Vor Tv wagtan hungered, and 
An. Olymp ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, 
CCIL.1 


and ye gave me no drink: 

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: 
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in 
prison, and ye visited me not. 

44 Then shall they also answer him, say- 
ing, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or 
athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in 


n Prov. xiv. 31; xvii. 5; Zech. ii. 8; Acts ix. 5, 


and the place of torment was then prepared for them: 
it never was designed for human souls; but as the 
wicked are partakers with the devil and his angels in 
their iniquities, in their rebellion against God, so it is 
right that they should be sharers with them in their 
punishment. We see here, plainly, why sinners are 
destroyed, not because there was no salvation for them, 
but because they neglected to recewe good, and do good. 
As they received not the Christ who was offered to 
them, so they could not do the work of righteousness 
which was required of them. They are cursed, be- 
cause they refused to be blessed ; and they are damned, 
because they refused to be saved. 

Verse 42. I was an hungered, and ye gave me no 
meat| I put it in your power to do good, and ye would 
not. A variety of occasions offered themselves to you, 
but ye neglected them all, so that my blessings in your 
hands, not being wnproved, according to my order, be- 
came a curse to you. 

Verse 43. I was a siranger| If men were sure that 
Jesus Christ was actually somewhere in the land, in 
great personal distress, hungry, thirsty, naked, and 
confined, they would doubtless run unto and relieve 
him. Now Christ assures us that a man who is hun- 
gry, thirsty, naked, &c., is his representative, and that 
whatever we do to such a one he will consider as 
done to himself; yet this testimony of Christ is not 
regarded! Well, he will be just when he judges, and 
righteous when he punishes. 

Verse 44. Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, &c.] 
It is want of faith which in general produces hard- 
heartedness to the poor. The man who only sees with 
eyes of flesh is never likely to discover Christ in the 
person of a man destitute of the necessaries of life. 
Some pretend not to know the distressed, because they 
have no desire to relieve them; but we find that this 
ignorance will not avail them at the bar of God. 

Verse 46. And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment] No appeal, no remedy, to all eternity! No 
end to the punishment of those whose final impenitence 
manifests in them an eternal will and desire to sin. 
By dying in a settled opposition to God, they cast 
themselves into a necessity of continuing in an eternal 
aversion from him. 

But some are of opinion that this punishment shall 
have an end: this is as likely as that the glory of the 
righteous shall have an end: for the same word is 
used to express the duration of the punishment, ko2acy 
atoviov, as is used to express the duration of the state 
of glory: Goyv awviov. J have seen the best things 
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righteous and the wacked. 


: — . M. 4033. 
prison, and did not minister unto A ae 
thee 2 An. Olymp. 


CCIL1. + 
45 Then shall he answer them, ————— 


saying, Verily I say unto you, ® Inasmuch as 
ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye 
did zt not to me. 

46 And ° these shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal. 


©Dan. xii. 2; John v. 29; Rom. ii. 7, &c. 


that have been written in favour of the final redemp- 
tion of damned spirits ; but I never saw an answer to 
the arguinent against that doctrine, drawn from this 
verse, but what sound learning and criticism should be 
ashamed to acknowledge. The original word acwy is 
certainly to be taken here in its proper grammatical 
sense, continued being, atetov, NEVER ENDING. Some 
have gone a middle way, and think that the wicked shall 
be annihilated. This, I think, is contrary to the text ; 
if they go into punishment, they continue to exist ; for 
that which ceases to be, ceases to suffer. See the note 
on Gen. xxi. 33, where the whole subject is explained. 

A very good improvement of the parable of the wise 
and foolish virgins is made by Salvian, a very pious 
writer of the fifth century, (Epist. ad. Eccles. Cath. 
lib. ii.,) the substance of which, in Mr. Bulkley’s trans- 
lation, is as follows :— t 

Ego unum scio, &c. “ One thing I know, that the 
lamps of the foolish virgins are said to have gone out 
for want of the oil of good works; but thou, whoever 
thou art, thinkest that thou hast oz in abundance, and 
so did they; for, if they had not believed themselves 
to have had it, they would have provided themselves 
with it; for since afterwards, as the Lord says, they 
would gladly have borrowed, and sought it so eagerly, 
no doubt they would have done so before, had they not 
been deceived by the confidence of having it. Thou 
thinkest thyself tzse, and these did not imagine them- 
selves to be foolish: thou thinkest that thy lamp has 
light, and they lost their light because they thought 
they should have it. For why did they prepare their 
lamps if they did not think they should be lighted 2 
In a word, their lamps, I suppose, must have afforded 
some degree of light ; for since we read of their being 
afraid that their lamps should go out, they certainly had 
something which they feared would be extinguished. 
Nor was it a groundless fear; their lamps did go out, 
and that pure light of virginity which appeared profited 
them nothing, for want of a supply of o:/. From whence 
we understand that what is but a little, is in a manner 
nothing. You have therefore need of a lamp plenti-: 
fully filled, that your light may be lasting. And if those 
which we light up here for a short time so soon fail, 
unless copiously supplied with oil, how much must 
thou stand in need of that thy lamp may shine to 
eternity ?” 

This writer was a priest of Marseilles, in 430. He 
bewailed the profligacy of his times so much, and so 
pathetically, that he has been styled the Jeremiah of 
the fifth century. Were he still upon earth, he would 
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Christ predicts his being CHAP 
find equal reason to deplore the wickedness and care- 
lessness of mankind. 

From what our Lord has here said, we may sce that 
God indispensably requires of every man to bring forth 
§00d fruit ; and that a fruitless tree shall be inevitably 
cut down, and cast into the fire. Let it be also re- 
marked that God does not here impute to his own chil- 
dren the good works which Jesus Christ did for them. 
No! Christ’s feeding the multitudes in Judea will not 
be imputed to them, while persons in their own neigh- 
bourhood are perishing through want, and they have 
wherewithal to relieve them. He gives them a power 
that they may glorify his name by it and have, in their 
own souls, the continued satisfaction which arises from 
succouring the distressed. Let it be farther remarked, 
that Christ does not say here that they have purchased 
the eternal life by these good deeds. No! for the power 
to work, and the means of working, came both from 
God. They first had redemption through his blood, 
and then his Spirit worked in them to will and to do. 


XXVI. 


They were therefore only workers together with him, 
and could not be said, in any sense of the word, to 
purchase God’s glory, with his own property. But 
though God works in them, and dy them, he does not 
obey for them. The works of piety and mercy THEY 
perform, under the influence and by the aid of his 
grace. Thus God preserves the freedom of the human 
soul, and secures his own glory at the same time. Let 
it be remarked, farther, that the punishment inflicted 
on the foolish virgins, the slothful servant, and the 
cursed who are separated from God, was not because 
of their personal crimes; but because they were not 
good, and were not useful in the world. Their lives 
do not appear to have been stained with crimes,—but 
they were not adorned with virtues. They are sent to 
hell because they did no good. They were not renewed 
in the image of God; and hence did not bring forth 
fruit to his glory. If these harmless people are sent 
to perdition, what must the end be of the wicked and 


profligate ! 


betrayed and crucified. 


CHAPTER XXVL. 


Christ predicts his being betrayed and crucified, 1, 2. 
his death, 3-5. 
vindicates her conduct, 6-13. 
him, 14-16. 
one of them would betray him, 17-21. 


The chief priests, scribes, and elders consut about 


A woman anoints his head at Bethany, at which the disciples are offended, but Christ 
Judas, for thirty pieces of silver, engages with the chief priests to betray 
He eats a passover with his disciples, and assures them of his approaghing death, and that 
On each asking, Is it 1? Christ asserts that Judas is the trator, 


22-25. Having eaten his last supper, he institutes the eucharist, to be observed in his Church as a memo- 


rial of his sacrificial death, 26-29. 


nounces his approaching death and resurrection, 30-32. 
Master, and Christ foretells his denial and apostasy, 33-35. 
Judas comes with the high priest’s mob and betrays him with a kiss, 47-50. 


there, 36-46. 


off the ear of the high priest’s servant ; Christ discourses with the multitude, 51-55. 
Peter follows at a distance, 58. 
question our Lord, who declares himself to be the Christ, 59-64. 
Peter’s denial and repentance, 69-75. 


and he is led to Caiaphas, 56, 57. 


abuse him, 65-68. 


re ee AND it came to pass, when Jesus 
Aa Give had finished all these sayings, 


—_______ he said unto his disciples, 


a Mark xiv. 1; Luke xxii. 1; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXVI. 

Verse 1. When Jesus had finished all these sayings] 
He began these sayings on Mount Olivet, chap. xxiv. 
1, and continued them till he entered into Bethany, 
whither he was going. 

Verse 2. The passover] A feast instituted in Egypt, 
to commemorate the destroying angel’s passing over 
the houses of the Israelites, when he slew the first- 
born of the Egyptians. See the whole of this busi- 
ness largely explained in the Notes on Exod. xii. 1-27. 
This feast began on the fourteenth day of the first 
moon, in the first month, Nisan, and it lasted only one 
day ; but it was immediately followed by the days of 
unleavened bread, which were seven, so that the whole 
lasted eight days, and all the eight days are sometimes 
called the feast of the passover, and sometimes the 
feast or days of unleavened bread. See Luke xxii. 
1-7. The three most signal benefits vouchsafed to 
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They sing a hymn, go to the mount of Olives, and he again an- 


Peter asserts his resolution to be faithful to his 
He goes to Gethsemane; the transactions 
Peter cuts 
The disciples flee, 
They seek false witnesses, and 
They accuse him of blasphemy, and 


eu ig A. M. 4033. 
2 * Ye know that after two daysis "5; 0} 


the feast of the passover, and the Son An. Olymp. 
tes : CCI. 
of man is betrayed to be crucified. 


John xiii. 1. 


the Israelites were, 1. The deliverance from the sla- 
very of Egypt; to commemorate which they kept the 
feast of unleavened bread, and the passover. 2. The 
giving of the law; to commemorate which, they kept 
the feast of weeks. 3. Their sojourning in the wilder- 
ness, and entrance into the promised land; to com- 
memorate which, they kept the feast of tabernacles. 
See these largely explained, Exod. xxiii. 14; Lev. 
xxi. 2-40. 

The Son of man is betrayed, (rather delivered up,) 
to be crucified.| With what amazing calmness and pre- 
cision does our blessed Lord speak of this awful event ! 
What a proof does he here give of his prescience in so 
correctly predicting it; and of his love in so cheerfully 
undergoing it! Having instructed his disciples and 
the Jews by his discowrses, edified them by his ea- 
ample, convinced them by his miracles, he now prepares 
to redeem them by his Jlood! These two verses have 
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A woman anointing Christ, 


A.M. ; 
ra ae 3 4» Then assembled together 


An. Olymp. the chief priests, and the scribes, 
CCN and the elders of the people, unto 
the palace of the high priest, who was called 
Caiaphas, 

4 And consulted that they might take Jesus 
by subtilty, and kill him. 

5 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest 
there be an uproar among the people. 

6 9 ° Now when Jesus was in ¢ Bethany, 
in the house of Simon the leper, 

7 There came unto him a woman having an 


b Psa. ii. 2; John xi. 47; Acts iv. 25, &c. ¢ Mark xiv. 3; 


John xi, 1,23 xu. 3. 
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the disciples murmur at it. 


alabaster box of very precious oint- 4,™; 43° 


ment, and poured it on his head as ise Oyne- 
he sat at meat. pre WL 

8 ¢ But when his disciples saw it, they had 
indignation, saying, To what purpose 2s this 
waste ? 

9 For this ointment might have been sold 
for much, and given to the poor. 

10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto 
them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she 
hath wrought a good work upon me. 

11 ‘For ye have the poor always with 


e John xii. 4——f Deut. xv. 11; John 


4 Chap. xxi. 17, au, 
if xuc) 


no proper connection with this chapter, and should be 
joined to the preceding. 

Verse 3. Then assembled together the chief priests] 
That is, during the two days that preceded the passover. 

The high priest, who was called Caiaphas| Caiaphas 
succeeded Simon, son of Camith, about A. D. 16, or, 
as Calmet thinks, 25. He married the daughter of 
Annas, who was joined with him in the priesthood. 
About two years after our Lord’s crucifixion, Caiaphas 
and Pilate were both deposed by Vrrexuius, then 
governor of Syria, and afterwards emperor. Caiaphas, 
unable to bear this disgrace, and the stings of his con- 
science for the murder of Christ, killed himself about 
A. D. 35. See Joseph. Ant. b.‘xviii. c. 2-4. 

Verse 4. And consulted that they might take Jesus 
by subtilty] The providence of God frustrated their 
artful machinations ; and that event which they wished 
to conduct with the greatest privacy and silence was 
transacted with all possible celebrity, amidst the thou- 
sands who resorted to Jerusalem, at this season, for 
the keeping of the passover. It was, doubtless, of 
the very first importance that the crucifixion of Christ, 
which was preparatory to the most essential achieve- 
ment of Christianity, viz. his resurrection from the 
graye, should be exhibited before many witnesses, and 
in the most open manner, that infidelity might not 
attempt, in future, to invalidate the evidences of the 
Christian religion, by alleging that these things were 
done in a corner. See Waxeriexp in loco. 

Verse 5. Not on the feast day, lest there be an up- 
roar| It was usual for the Jews to punish criminals at 
the public festivals; but in this case they were afraid 
of an insurrection, as our Lord had become very popular. 
The providence of God directed it thus, for the reason 
given in the preceding note. 

He who observes a festival on motives purely human 
violates it in his heart, and is a hypocrite before God. 
It is likely they feared the Galileans, as being the 
countrymen of our Lord, more than they feared the 
people of Jerusalem, 

Verse 6. In Bethany] For a solution of the diffi- 
culties in this verse, about the time of the anointing, 
see the observations at the end of this chapter. 

Simon the Leper] This was probably no more than 
a surname, as Simon the Canaanite, chap. x. 4, and 
Barsabas sustus, Acts i. 23, and several others, Yet 
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it might have been some person that Christ had healed 
of this disease. See chap. xi. 5. 

Verse 7. There came unto him a woman] There is 
much contention among commentators about the trans- 
action mentioned here, and in John xil. 14 ; some sup- 
posing them to be different, others to be the same. 
Bishop Newcome’s view of the subject I have placed 
at the end of the chapter. 

Some think that the woman mentioned here was 
Mary, the sister of Lazarus ; others Mary Magdalene ; 
but against the former opinion it is argued that it is 
not likely, had this been Mary the sister of Lazarus, 
that Matthew and Mark would have suppressed her 
name. Besides, say they, we should not confound the 
repast which is mentioned here, with that mentioned 
by John, chap. xii. 3. This one was made only two 
days before the passover, and that one szx days before : 
the one was made at the house of Simon the leper, the 
other at the house of Lazarus, John xii. 1, 2. At 
this, the woman poured the oil on the head of Christ; 
at the other, Mary anointed Christ’s feet with it. See 
on Mark xiv. 3, and see the notes at the end of this 
chapter. 

Verse 8. His disciples] One of them, viz. Judas. 
This mode of speaking was common among the He- 
brews. So, chap. xxvii. 44, the thieves also, i. e. 
one of them. So, chap. xxvill. 17, some doubted, i. e. 
one, Thomas. See also Gen. viii. 4; Judg. xii. 7; 
Neh. vi. 7, &c. By a figure called among rhetori- 
cians enallagé, the plural is put for the singular; it 
is, however, possible that Judas, who made the objec- 
tion, was followed in the sentiment by the rest of the 
disciples. 

Verse 9. And given to the poor.| How often does 
charity serve as a cloak for coyetousness! God is 
sometimes robbed of his right under the pretence of 
devoting what is withheld to some charitable purpose, 
to which there was no intention ever to give it. 

Verse 10. Why trouble ye the woman?] Or, Why 
do ye put the woman to pain? See this sense of 
kotoug mapeyerv, established by Kypke in loco. A 
generous mind is ever pained when it is denied the 
opportunity of doing good, or when its proffered 
kindness is refused. 

Verse 11. Ye have the poor always with you] And, 
consequently, have the opportunity of doing them good 

1 


Judas engages with the 
A. M. 4033. 


CHAP 


A.D.99 «You; but &me ye have not 
An. Olymp. r 
Ree always. 


12 For in that she hath poured 
this ointment on my body, she did zt for 
my burial. 

13 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this 
Gospel shall be preached in the whole world, 
there shall also this, that this woman hath 
done, be told for a memorial of her. 

14 4 * Then one of the twelve, called i Judas 
Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 


& See ch. xviii. 20; xxvill. 20; John xiii. 33; xiv. 19; xvi. 5, 28; 
xvil. 11. h Mark xiv. 10; Luke xxii. 3; John xiii. 2, 30. 


at any time; but me ye have not always; my bodily 
presence is about to be removed from you for ever. 
The woman, under a presentiment of my death is pre- 
paring me for my burial. 

Verse 12. She did it for my burial.] Or, She hath 
done rt to embalm me—evradiaca pe. The Septua- 
gint use evtadgacne for the person whose office it was 
to embalm, Gen. 1. 2, and evradiatw for the Hebrew 
bin which signifies to prepare with spices, or aromatics, 
ver. 3. Our Lord took this opportunity to tell them, 
once more, that he was shortly to die. 

Verse 13. Wheresoever this Gospel shall be preach- 
ed| Another remarkable proof of the prescience of 
Christ. Such a matter as this, humanly speaking, de- 
pended on mere fortuitous circumstances, yet so has 
God disposed matters, that the thing has continued, 
hitherto, as firm and regular as the ordinances of heaven. 

For a memorial of her.|~- As embalming preserves 
the body from corruption, and she has done this good 
work to embalm and preserve this body, so will I order 
every thing concerning this transaction to be carefully 
recorded, to preserve her memory to the latest ages. 
The actions which the world blames, through the spirit 
of envy, covetousness, cr malice, God takes delight to 
distinguish and record. 

Verse 14. Then—Judas| After this supper at Beth- 
any, Judas returned to Jerusalem, and made his con- 
tract with the chief priests. 

Verse 15. Thirty pieces of silver.) Tptaxovta 
apyvpla, thirty silverlings ; but orarnpac, staters, is the 
reading of the Codex Beze, three copies of the Iéala, 
Eusebius, and Origen sometimes ; and orarijpac apyvpiov, 
silver staters, is the reading of the famous Basil MS. 
No. 1, in Griesbach, and one copy of the Itala. 

A stater was the same as the shekel, and worth 
about 3s. English money, according to Dean Prideaux : 
a goodly price for the Saviour of the world! Thirty 
staters, about 41. 10s. the common price for the mean- 
est slave! See Exod. xxi. 32. The rabbins say, 
thirty py seldin of pure silver was the standard price 
for a slave, whether good or bad, male or female. See 
tract Erachin, fol. 14, and Shekalim, cap. 1. Hach 
selad weighed 384 barley-corns; the same number 
was contained in a shekel; and therefore the shekel 
and the selad were the same. See the notes on Gen. 
xx. 16, and Exod. xxxyiii. 24. 

Verse 16. He sought opportunity] Evkaprav, a 

1 


. XXVI. chef priests to betray Jesus. 


15 And said unto them, * What 4,M. 4033. 
will ye give me, and I will deliver An. Olymp. 
him unto you? And they cove- 1" * 

you y cove 
nanted with him for thirty pieces 
silver. 

16 And from that time he sought opportu- 
nity to betray him. 

17 I! Now the first day of the feast of 
unleavened bread, the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we 
prepare for thee to eat the passover ? 


of 


iChap. x. 4.— Zech. xi. 12; chap. xxvii. 3——! Exod. 
P xi. 6, 18; Mark xiv. 12; Luke xxii. 7. 


convenient or fit opportunity. Men seldom leave a 
crime imperfect: when onée sin is conceived, it meets, 
in general, with few obstacles, till it brings forth death. 
How deceitful, how deeply damning, is the love of 
money! Well might a heathen exclaim, while contem- 
plating the grave of a person who was murdered for 
the sake of his wealth— 


Quid non mortalia pectora cogis 
AURI SACRA FAMES ? Vire. Ain. iii. 56 


*“ O! cursed lust of gold! what wilt thou not com 
pel the human heart to perpetrate ?” Judas is deserv- 
edly considered as one of the most infamous of men, 
his conduct base beyond description, and his motives 
vile. But how many, since his time, have walked in 
the same way! How many, for the sake of worldly 
wealth, have renounced the religion of their Lord and 
Master, and sold Jesus, and their interest in heaven, for 
a short-lived portion of secular good! From John 
xu. 6, we learn that Judas, who was treasurer to our 
Lord and his disciples, (for he carried the bag,) was a 
thief, and frequently purlomed a portion of what was 
given for the support of this holy family. * Being dis- 
appointed of the prey he hoped to have from the sale 
of the precious ointment, ver. 9, he sold his Master to 
make up the sum. A thorough Jew ! 

Verse*17. Now the first day of the feast of unlea- 
vened bread| As the feast of unleavened bread did 
not begin till the day after the passover, the fifteenth 
day of the month, Lev. xxiii. 5,6; Num. xxviii. 16, 
17, this could not have been, properly, the jirst day of 
that feast; but as the Jews began to eat unleavened 
bread on the fourteenth, Exod. xii. 18, this day was 
often termed the first of unleavened bread. The evan- 
gelista use it in this sense, and call even the paschal 
day by this name. See Mark xiv. 12; Luke xxii. 7. 

Where wilt thou that we prepare] How astonishing 
is this, that HE who created all things, whether visible 
or invisible, and by whom all things were upheld, 
should so empty himself as not to be proprietor of a 
single house in his whole creation, to eat the last pass- 
over with his disciples! This is certainly a mystery, 
and so, less or more is every thing that God does. 
But how inveterate and destructive must the nature of 
sin be, when such emptying and humiliation were ne- 
cessary to its destruction! It is worthy of note what 
the Talmudists say, that the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
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Christ’s conversation 


A. M. 4033. Sr ; 
og, 18 And he said, ™ Go into the 


An. Olymp. city to such a man, and say unto 
Se him, The Master saith, My time is 


at hand ; I will keep the passover at thy house } 


with my disciples. 
19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appoint- 
ed them; and they made ready the passover. 
20 = Now when the even was come, he sat 
down with the twelve. 


mDuke xxii. 10-12; Job xiv. 14; Heb. xi. 28; 1 Cor. 
xi, 23. 


did not let out their houses to those who came to the 
annual feasts ; but afforded all accommodations of this 
kind gratis. A man might therefore go and request the 
use of any room, on such an occasion, which was as 
yet unoccupied. The earthen jug, and the skin of the 
sacrifice, were left with the host. See Lightfoot, vol. 
As) Decide 

Verse 18. Go—to such a man] Tov dewa. It is 
probable that this means some person with whom 
Christ was well acquainted, and who was known to the 
disciples. Grotius observes that the Greeks use this 
form when they mean some particular person who is 
so well known that there is no need to specify him by 
name. Thecircumstances are more particularly marked 
in Luke xxii. 8, &c. 

My time is at hand] That is, the time of my cru- 
cifixion. Kypke has largely shown that xacpo¢ is often 
used among the Greeks for affliction and calamity. It 
might be rendered here, the tune of my crucifixion 1s 
at hand. 

Verse 19. And the disciples did] The disciples that 
were sent on this errand were Peter and John. See 
Luke xxii. 9. 

They made ready the passover| That is, they pro- 
vided the lamb, &c., which were appointed by the law for 
this solemnity. Mr. Wakefield justly observes, “ that 
the Jews considered the passover as a sacrificial rite ; 
Josephus calls it Ovovav, A sacririce ; and T'rypho, in 
Justin Martyr, speaks of rpoBatov tov racya Ovevv, 
sacriricine the paschal lamb. But what comes nearer 
to the point is this, that Maimonides, one of the most 
eminent of the Jewish rabbins, has a particular treatise 
on the paschal sacrifice; and throughout that piece, 
speaks of the lamb as a victim, and of the solemnity 
itself as a sacrifice. And R. Bechai, in his commen- 
tary on Ley. ii. 11, says that the paschal sacrifice 
was of a piacular nature, in order to expiate the guilt 
contracted by the idolatrous practices of the Israelites 
in Egypt.” It was highly necessary that this should 
be considered as an expiatory sacrifice, as it typified 
that Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. or much more on this important subject than 
can, with propriety, be introduced into these notes, see 
a Discourse on the Eucharist, lately published by the 
author of this work. 

Verse 20. Now when the even was come, he sat 
down with the twelve.| It is a common opinion that 
our Lord ate the passover some hours before the Jews 
ate it; for the Jews, according to custom, ate theirs at 


ST. MATTHEW. 


at the last supper. 


21 And as they did eat, he said, Br ie 


Verily I say unto you, that one of An. Olymp. 
you shall betray me. aes 

22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, 
and began every one of them to say unto him, 
Lord, is it I? 

23 And he answered and said, ° He that 
dippeth fis hand with me in the dish, the same 
shall betray me. 


» Mark xiv. 17-21; Luke xxii. 14; John xiii. 21. 
9; Luke xxii. 21; John xiu. 18. 


© Psa. xii. 


preceding even, which was the beginning of the same 
sixth day, or Friday ; the Jews begin their day at swn- 
setting, we at midnight. Thus Christ ate the passover 
on the same day with the Jews, but not on the same 
hour. Christ kept this passover the beginning of the 
fourteenth day, the precise day and hour in which the 
Jews had eaten their first passover in Egypt. See 
Exod. xii. 6-12. And in the same part of the same 
day in which the Jews had sacrificed their first pas- 
chal lamb, viz. between the two evenings, about the 
ninth hour, or 3 o’clock, Jesus Christ our passover 
was sacrificed for us: for it was at this hour that he 
yielded up his last breath ; and then it was that, the 
sacrifice being completed, Jesus said, 1T 1S FINISHED. 
See Exod. xii. 6, &c., and Deut. xvi. 6, &c. See 
on John xviii. 28, and the Treatise on the Eucharist, 
referred to on ver. 19; and see the notes on the 26th 
and following verses. 

Verse 21. One of you shall betray me.} Or, will 
deliver me up. Judas had already betrayed him, ver. 
15, and he was now about to deliver him into the 
hands of the chief priests, according to the agreement 
he had made with them. 

Verse 22. They were exceeding sorrowful] That 
is, the eleven who were innocent; and the hypocritical 
traitor, Judas, endeavoured to put on the appearance 
of sorrow. Strange! Did he not know that Christ 
knew the secrets of his soul? Or had his love of 
money so far blinded him, as to render him incapable 
of discerning even this, with which he had been before 
so well acquainted ? 

Verse 23. He that dippeth his hand| As the Jews 
ate the passover a whole family iogether, it was not 
convenient for them all to dip their bread in the same 
dish ; they therefore had several little dishes or plates, 
in which was the juice of the bitter herbs, mentioned 
Exod. xii. 8, on different parts of the table; and those 
who were nigh one of these, dipped their bread in it. 
As Judas is represented as dipping in the same dish 
with Christ, it shows that he was either near or oppo- 
site to him. If this man’s heart had not been hard- 
ened, and his conscience seared beyond all precedent, 
by the deceitfulness of his sin, would he have showed 
his face in this sacred assembly, or have thus put the 
seal to his own perdition, by eating of this sacrificial 
lamb? Is it possible that he could feel no compunc- 
tion? Alas! having delivered himself up into the 
hands of the devil, he was capable of delivering up his 
Master into the hands of the chief priests ; and thus, 


the end of the fourteenth day, but Christ ate his the | when men are completely hardened by the deceitful- 
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1 


.“~, 


He institutes the 


A.M. 4033. 24 The Son of man goeth, ? as it 


An. Olymp. is written of him: but 4 wo unto 
CCIL. 1. 
that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed! it had been good for that man if 
he had not been born. 
25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, an- 


P Psa. xxii.; Isa. liii.; Dan. ix. 26; Mark ix. 12; Luke xxiv. 
25, 26, 46; Acts xvii. 2,3; xxvi. 22,23; 1 Cor. xv. 3. 4 John 
xvii. 12, 


ness of sm, they can outwardly perform the most so- 
lemn acts of devotion, without feeling any sort of in- 
ward concern about the matter. 

Verse 24. The Son of man goeth| That is, is about 
to die. Going, going away, departing, &c., are fre- 
quently used in the best Greek and Latin writers, for 
death, or dying. 'The same words are often used in 
the Scriptures in the same sense. 

It had been good for that man] Can this be said of 
any sinner, in the common sense in which it is under- 
stood, if there be any redemption from hell’s torments ? 
Tf a sinner should suffer millions of millions of years 
in them, and get out at last to the enjoyment of hea- 
ven, then it was well for him that he had been born, 
for still he has an eternity of blessedness before him. 
Can the doctrine of the non-eternity of hell’s torments 
stand in the presence of this saying t Or can the doc- 
trine of the annihilation of the wicked consist with 
this declaration? It would have been well for that 
man if he had never been born! Then he must be in 
some state of conscious existence, aS non-existence is 
said to be better than that state in which he is now 
found. It was common for the Jews to say of any 
flagrant transgressor, It would have been better for him 
had he never been born. See several examples in 
Schoettgen. See the case of Judas argued at the end 
of Acts i. 

Verse 25. Judas—said, Master, is it [2] What 
excessive impudence! He knew, in his conscience, 


that he had already detrayed his Master, and was wait- 
ing now for the servants of the chief priests, that he 
might deliver him into their hands; and yet he says, 
(hoping that he had transacted his business so pri- 
vately that it had not yet transpired,) Master, is at I? 


Mark xiv. 


Marr. xxvi. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


holy eucharist. 


swered and said, Master, is it 1? A, M. 4033 
He said unto him, Thou hast said. An. Olymp. 
26 47 And as they were eating, sic 
° Jesus took bread, and * blessed it, and brake 
it, and gave zt to the disciples, and said, Take, 

eat; “this is my body. 
rMark xiv. 22; Luke xxu. 19.—s1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25. 


‘Many Greek copies [upward of 100] have, gave thanks; see 
Mark vi. 41. wT Cor) x, 16: 


It is worthy of remark, that each of the other disci- 
ples said kvpie, Lorn, is it IT? But Judas dares not, 
or will not, use this august title, but simply says paZGz, 
Tracuer, is it I? 

Thou hast said.| Xv evrac, or PPADS PN atun 
amaritun, “Ye have said,” was a common form 
of expression for Yrs. Ir 1s so. ‘When the Zip- 
porenses inquired whether Rabbi Judas was dead? 


the son of Kaphra answered, Ye have said,” 
i, e. He is dead. See Schoetigen. Hor. Heb. 
p. 225. 


Verse 26. Jesus took bread] This is the first insti- 
tution of what is termed the Lorp’s Supprr. To every 
part of this ceremony, as here mentioned, the utmost 
attention should be paid. 

To do this, in the most effectual manner, I think it 
necessary to set down the text of the three evange- 
lists who have transmitted the whole account, collated 
with that part of St. Paul’s First Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians which speaks of the same subject, and which, 
he assures us, he received by Divine revelation. It 
may seem strange that, although John (chap. xiii. 
1-38) mentions all the circumstances preceding the 
holy supper, and, from chap. xiv. 1-36, the circum- 
stances which succeeded the breaking of the bread, 
and in chapters xv., xvi., and xvil., the discourse which 
followed the administration of the cup; yet he takes 
no notice of the Divine institution at all. This is 
generally accounted for on his knowledge of what the 
other three evangelists had written; and on his con- 
viction that their relation was true, and needed ne 
additional confirmation, as the matter was amply esta- 
blished by the conjoint testimony of three such respect- 
able witnesses. 


LuxKE xxii. 1 Cor. xi. 


V. 26. And as they were 


and gave it to the disciples, 
and said, Take, eat, this is|eat, this is my body. 
my body. 


V. 22. And as they did 
eating, Jesus took bread andJeat, Jesus took bread andjand gave thanks, (evya- 
‘blessed it (evroynoac andjblessed (evAoyncac, blessed|picncas, i. e. to God,) and 
blessed God) and brake it,|God) and brake it,and gave|brake i, and gave unto 
to them, and said, Take,|them, saying: 

This is my body, which is 
given for you: 


of me. 


V.19. Andhetook bread} V. 23. The Lord Jesus, 
the same night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread ; 

VY. 24. And when he had 
given thanks (az evyapicn- 
oac,i. e. to God) he brake 
it, and said, Take, eat, this 
is my body, which is bro- 
ken for you: this do in re- 
membrance of me. 


This do in remembrance 


After giving the bread, the discourse related, John xiv. 1-31, inclusive, is supposed by Bishop Newcome to 
have been delivered by our Lord, for the comfort and support of his disciples under thew present and 


approaching trials. 


i 
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The sacrament of the 


Mart. xxvi. 

V. 27. And he took the 
cup, and gave thanks, 
(evyapicycac,) and gave wi 
to them, saying: Drink ye 
all of it. 

V. 28. For this is my 
blood of the New Testa- 
ment, which is shed for ma- 
ny or the remission of sins. 

V. 29. But I say unto 
you, I will not drink hence- 
forth of this fruit of the 
vine, until that day when I 
drink it new with you in 
my Father’s kingdom. 


Lord’s Supper instituted. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


1 Cor. xi. 

V. 25. After the same 
manner also, he took the 
cup, when he had supped, 
saying : 


Mark xiv. Luke xxi. 

V. 23. And he took the| V.20. Likewise also the 
cup; and when he had|eup, after supper, saying: 
given thanks, (evyapisnoac,) 
he gave it to them; and 
they all drank of it. 

V. 24. And he said unto 
them, This is my blood of|This cup is the New Tes-|This cup is the New Tes- 
the New Testament, which|tament in my blood, which|tament in my blood: this 
is shed for many. is shed for you. do ye, as oft as ye drink 7, 

V. 25. Verily I say unto in remembrance of me. — 
you, I will drink no more 
of the fruit of the vine, 
until that day that I drink 
it new in the kingdom of 
God. 


After this, our Lord resumes that discourse which is found in the 15th, 16th, and 17th chapters of John, 


‘beginning with the last verse of chap. xiv., Arise, let us go hence. 


which conclude the whole ceremony. 


Then succeed the following words, 


V. 30. And when they}. V. 26. And when they 


JouHN Xiv. 


V. 39. And he came out,} V. 1. When Jesus had 


had sung a hymn, they|had sung a hymn, they|and went as he was wont tojspoken these words, he 
went out into the Mount of/went out into the Mount of|the Mount of Olives. Andjwent forth with his dis- 


Olives. Olives. 


his disciples also followed|ciples over che brook Ke- 
him. 


dron. 


From the preceding harmonized view of this im- 
portant transaction, as described by three EVANGELISTS 
and one APOSTLE, we see the first institution, nature, 
and design of what has been since called THe Lorn’s 
Supper. ‘To every circumstance, as set down here, 
and the mode of expression by which such circum- 
stances are described, we should pay the deepest at- 
tention. 

Verse 26. As they were eating] Wither an ordinary 
supper, or the paschal lamb, as some think. See the 
observations at the end of this chapter. 

Jesus took bread| Of what kind? Unleavened bread, 
certainly, because there was no other kind to be had 
in all Judea at this time ; for this was the first day of 
unleavened bread, (ver. 17,) i. e. the 14th of the 
month Nisan, when the Jews, according to the com- 
mand of God, (Exod. xii. 15-20; xxiii. 15; and 
XXXiv. 25,) were to purge away all leaven from their 
houses; for he who sacrificed the passover, having 
leaven in his dwelling, was considered to be such a 
transgressor of the Divine law as could no longer be 
tolerated among the people of God; and therefore was 
to be cut off from the congregation of Israel. Leo of 
Modena, who has written a very sensible treatise on 
the customs of the Jews, observes, “ That so strictly 
do some of the Jews observe the precept concerning 
the removal of all leaven from their houses, during the 
celebration of the paschal solemnity, that they either 
provide vessels entirely new for baking, or else have a 
set for the purpose, which are dedicated solely to the 
service of the passover, and never brought out on any 
other occasion.” 

To this divinely instituted custom of removing all 
leaven previously to the paschal solemnity, St. Paul 
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evidently alludes, 1 Cor. v. 6, 7, 8. Know ye not 
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge 
out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new 
lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ, our 
passover, is sacrificed for us ; therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the UNLEAVENED bread 
of sincerity and truth. 

Now, if any respect should be paid to the primitive 
institution, in the celebration of this Divine ordinance, 
then, wnleavened, unyeasted bread should be used. In 
every sign, or type, the thing szgnifying or pointing 
out that which is deyond itself should either have cer- 
tain properties, or be accompanied with certain c2rcwm- 
stances, as expressive as possible of the thing szgnified. 
Bread, simply considered in itself, may be an emblem 
apt enough of the body of our Lord Jesus, which was 
given for us; but the design of God was evidently that 
it should not only point out this, but also the disposition 
required in those who should celebrate both the antetype 
and the type; and this the apostle explains to be sin- 
cerity and truth, the reverse of malice and wickedness. 
The very taste of the bread was instructive : it pointed 
out to every communicant, that he who came to the 
table of God with malice or ill-will against any soul 
of man, or with wickedness, a profligate or sinful life, 
might expect to eat and drink judgment to himself, as 
not discerning that the Lord’s body was sacrificed for 
this very purpose, that all sin might be destroyed ; and 
that sincerity, evAckpiveca, such purity as the clearest 
light can discern no stain in, might be diffused through 
the whole soul; and that truth, the law of righteous- 
ness and true holiness, might regulate and guide all 
the actions of life. Had the bread used on these occa- 
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sions been of the common kind, it would have been 
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Lord’s Supper instituted 


Blessed be thou, our God, King of the universe, 


perfectly unfit, or improper, to have communicated | who bringest forth bread out of the earth! 


these uncommon significations ; and, as it was seldom 
used, its rare occurrence would make the emblematical 
representation more deeply impressive; and the sign, 
and the thing signified, have their due correspondence 
and influence. 

These cireumstances considered, will it not appear 
that the use of common bread in the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper is highly improper? He who can say, 
“ This is a matter of no importance,” may say with 
equal propriety, the bread itself is of no importance ; 
and another may say, the wine is of no importance ; 
and a third may say, “neither the bread nor wine is 
any thing, but as they lead to spiritual references ; and, 
the spiritual reference being once understood, the signs 
are useless.” Thus we may, through affected spiritu- 
ality, refine away the whole ordinance of God; and, 
with the letter and form of religion, abolish religion 
itself. Many have already acted in this way, not only 
to their loss, but to their ruin, by showing how pro- 
foundly wise they are above what is written. Let 
those, therefore, who consider that man shall live by 
every word which proceeds from the mouth of God, 
and who are conscientiously solicitous that each Divine 
institution be not only preserved, but observed in all its 
original integrity, attend to this circumstance. The 
Lutheran Church makes use of unleavened bread to the 
present day. 

And blessed it] Both St. Matthew and St. Mark use 
the word evi0yncac, blessed, instead of evyapicycac, gave 
thanks, which is the word used by St. Luke and St. 
Paul. But instead of evdoyncac, blessed, evyapisncac, 
gave thanks, is the reading of ten MSS. in uncial 
characters, of the Dublin Codex rescriptus, published 
by Dr. Barrett, and of more than one hundred others, of 
the greatest respectability. This is the reading also 
of the Syriac and Arabic, and is confirmed by several 
of the primitive fathers. The terms, in this case, are 
nearly of the same import, as both blessing and ging 
thanks were used on these occasions. But what was 
it that our Lord blessed? Not the dread, though many 
think the contrary, being deceived by the word 1r, 
which is improperly supplied in our version. In all 
the four places referred to above, whether the word 
blessed or gave thanks is used, it refers not to the 
bread, but to God, the dispenser of every good. Our 
Lord here conforms himself to that constant Jewish 
custom, viz. of acknowledging God as the author of 
every good and perfect gift, by giving thanks on taking 
the bread and taking the cup at their ordinary meals. 
For every Jew was forbidden to eat, drink, or use any 
of God’s creatures without rendering him thanks ; and 
he who acted contrary to this command was considered 
as a person who was guilty of sacrilege. From this 
custom we have derived the decent and laudable one 
of saying grace (gratas thanks) before and after meat. 
The Jewish form of blessing, probably that which our 
Lord used on this occasion, none of my readers will be 
displeased to find here, though it has been mentioned 
once before. On taking the bread they say :—})13 
yorm pD on9 xxion dyn yoo TR MAN Baruch 
atta Elohinoo, Melech, hadlam, ha motse Lechem min 
haarets. 
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Likewise, on taking the cup, they say :— 

fDIT MD RVI DA Pn wnoONX WA. Baruch 
Elohinoo, Melech, halam, Boré perey haggephen. 

Blessed be our God, the King of the universe, the 
Creator of the fruit of the vine! 

The Mohammedans copy their example, constantly 
saying before and after meat :— 


Bismillahi arahmani arraheemt. 


In the name of God, the most merciful, the most 
compassionate. 


No blessing, therefore, of the elements is here in- 
tended; they were already blessed, in being sent as a 
sift of mercy from the bountiful Lord; but God the 
sender is blessed, because of the liberal provision he 
has made for his worthless creatures. Blessing and 
touching the bread are merely Popish ceremonies, un- 
authorized either by Scripture or the practice of the 
pure Church of God; necessary of course to those 
who pretend to transmute, by a kind of spiritual incan- 
tation, the bread and wine into the real body and blood 
of Jesus Christ; a measure the grossest in folly, and 
most stupid in nonsense, to which God in judgment 
ever abandoned the fallen spirit of man. 

And brake it} We often read in the Scriptures of 
breaking bread, but never of cutting it. The Jewish 
people had nothing similar to our high-raised loaf: 
their bread was made broad and thin, and was conse- 
quently very brittle, and, to divide it, there was no 
need of a knife. 

The breaking of the bread I consider essential to 
the proper performance of this solemn and significant 
ceremony : because this act was designed by our Lord 
to shadow forth the wounding, piercing, and breaking 
of his body upon the cross; and, as all this was essen- 
tially necessary to the making a full atonement for the 
sin of the world, so it is of vast importance that this 
apparently little circumstance, the breaking of the 
bread, should be carefully attended to, that the godly 
communicant may have every necessary assistance to 
enable him to discern the Lord’s body, while engaged 
in this most. important and Divine of all God’s ordi- 
nances. But who does not see that one small cube of 
fermented, i. e. leavened bread, previously divided from 
the mass with a knife, and separated by the fingers of 
the minister, can never answer the end of the institu- 
tion, either as to the matter of the bread, or the mode 
of dividing it? Man is naturally a dull and heedless 
creature, especially in spiritual things, and has need of 
the utmost assistance of his senses, in union with those 
expressive rites and ceremonies which the Holy Scrip- 
ture, not tradition, has sanctioned, in order to enable 
him to arrive at spiritual things, through the medium 
of earthly similitudes. 

And gave it to the disciples] Not only the breaking, 
but also the pistripuTion, of the bread are necessary 
parts of this rite. In the Romish Church, the bread is 
not broken nor delivered to the people, that THEY may 
take and eat; but the consecrated wafer is put upon 
their tongue by the priest; and it is generally under- 
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stood by the communicants, that they should not mas- 
ticate, but swallow it whole. 

“That the breaking of this bread to be distributed,” 
says Dr. Whitby, “is a necessary part of this rite is 
evident, first, by the continual mention of it by St. 
Paul and all the evangelists, when they speak of the 
institution of this sacrament, which shows it to be a 
necessary part of it. 2dly, Christ says, Take, eat, 
this is my body, BROKEN for you, 1 Cor. xi. 24. But 
when the elements are not broken, it can be no more 
said, This is my body broken for you, than where the 
elements are not given. 3dly, Our Lord said, Do this 
in remembrance of me: i.e. ‘ Kat this bread, broken 
in remembrance of my body broken on the cross :’ 
now, where no body broken is distributed, there, 
nothing can be eaten in memorial of his broken body. 
Lastly, The apostle, by saying, The bread which we 
BREAK, is it not the communion of the body of Christ ? 
sufficiently informs us that the eating of his broken 
body is necessary to that end, 1 Cor. x. 10. Hence 
it was that this rite, of distributing bread broken, con- 
tinued for a thousand years, and was, as Humbertus 
testifies, observed in the Roman Church in the 
eleventh century.” Whuursy in loco. At present, the 
opposite is as boldly practised as if the real Scrip- 
tural rite had never been observed in the Church of 
Christ. 

This is my body.| Here it must be observed that 
Christ had nothing in his hands, at this time, but part 
of that unleavened bread which he and his disciples 
had been eating at supper, and therefore he could mean 
no more than this, viz. that the bread which he was 
now breaking represented his body, which, in the 
course of a few hours, was to be crucified for them. 
Common sense, unsophisticated with superstition and 
erroneous creeds,—and reason, unawed by the secular 
sword of sovereign authority, could not possibly take 
any other meaning than this plain, consistent, and ra- 
tional one, out of these words. “ But,” says a false 
and absurd creed, “ Jesus meant, when he said, Hoo 
EST CORPUS MEUM, This 1s my body, and Hic est cauix 
SANGUINIS MEI, This is the chalice of my blood, that the 
bread and wine were substantially changed into his 
body, including flesh, blood, bones, yea, the whole 
Christ, in his immaculate humanity and adorable di- 
vinity !” And, for denying this, what rivers of right- 
eous blood have been shed by state persecutions and by 
religious wars! Well it may be asked, “ Can any man 
of sense believe, that, when Christ took up that bread 
and broke it, it was his own body which he held in his 
own hands, and which himself broke to pieces, and 
which he and his disciples ate ”’ He who can believe 
such a congeries of absurdities, cannot be said to be a 
volunteer in faith; for it is evident, the man can 
neither have faith nor reason, as to this subject. 

Let it be observed, if any thing farther is necessary 
on this point, that the paschal lamb, is called the pass- 
over, because it represented the destroying angel’s pass- 
ing over the children of Israel, while he slew the first- 
born of the Egyptians; and our Lord and his disciples 
call this lamb the passover, several times in this chap- 
ter; by which it is demonstrably evident, that they 
could mean no more than that the lamb sacrificed on 
this occasion was a memorial of, and REPRESENTED, 
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the means used for the preservation of the Israelite. 
from the blast of the destroying angel. 

Besides, our Lord did not say, hoe est corpus meum, 
(this is my body,) as he did not speak in the Latin 
tongue ; though as much stress has been Jaid upon this 
quotation from the Vulgate as if the original of the 
three evangelists had been written in the Latin lan- 
guage. Had he spoken in Latin, following the idiom 
of the Vulgate, he would have said, Panis hic corpus 
meum significat, or, Symbolum est corporis met :— 
hoc poculum sanguinem meum representat, or, sym- 
bolum est sanguinis mei:—this bread signifies my 
body; this cup represents my blood. But let it be 
observed that, in the Hebrew, Chaldee, and Chaldeo-- 
Syriac languages, as used in the Bible, there is no 
term which expresses to mean, signify, denote, though 
both the Greek and Latin abound with them: hence 
the Hebrews use a figure, and say, it is, for, i¢ signifies. 
So Gen. xli. 26,27. The seven kine are (i. e. re- 
present) seven years. This 1s (represents) the bread 
of affliction which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt. 
Dan. vii. 24. The ten horns are (i. e. signify) ten 
kings. They drank of the spiritual Rock which fol- 
lowed them, and the Rock was (represented) Christ. 
1 Cor. x. 4. And following this Hebrew idiom, though 
the work is written in Greek, we find in Rev. i. 20, 
The seven stars are (represent) the angels of the seven 
Churches: and the seven candlesticks ark (represent) 
the seven Churches. 'The same form of speech is used 
in a variety of places in the New Testament, where 
this sense must necessarily be given to the word. Matt. 
xiii. 38, 39. The field 1s (represents) the world: the 
good seed are (represent or signify) the children of the 
kingdom: the tares are (signify) the children of the 
wicked one. The enemy is (signifies) the devil: the 
harvest 1s (represents) the end of the world: the reap- 
ers ARE (i. e. signify) the angels. Luke viii. 9. What 
might this parable BE? Tic EIH 7 rapaPoAn avty :— 
What does this parable steniry? John vii. 36. Tu¢ 
ESTIN ovtog 0 Aoyo¢: What is the SIGNIFICATION of 
this saying 2 John x. 6. They understood not what 
things they WERE, T.va HN, what was the sIGNIFICATION 
of the things he had spoken to them. Acts x. 17. Te 
av EIH 70 opaua, what this vision MIGHT BE; properly 
rendered by our translators, what this vision should 
MEAN. Gal. iv. 24. For these are the two covenants, 
avrat yap EIXIN az dvo dradyxat, these sicniry the two 
covenants. Luke xv. 26. He asked, tt EIH tavra, 
what these things Meant. See also chap. xviii. 36. 
After such unequivocal testimony from the Sacred 
writings, can any person doubt that, This bread 1s 
my body, has any other meaning than, This bread 
REPRESENTS my body ? 

The Latins use the verb, swm, in all its forms, with 
a similar latitude of meaning. So, esse oneri ferendo, 
he is apie to bear the burthen: bene Essn, to LIVE 
sumptuously: malé ussE, to LIVE miserably: recte 
ESSE, to ENJOY good health: est mihi fistula, I pos- 
sess a flute: mst hodie in rebus, he now ENJOYS a 
plentiful fortune: ust mihi namque domi pater, I HAVE 
a father at home, &c.: Esse solvendo, to be aBLe to 
pay: ruimus Troes, Fruit Ilium; the Trojans are Tx- 
TINCT, Troy 1s NO MORE. 

In Greek also, and Hebrew, it often signifies to live, 
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to die, to be killed. Ovx EIMI, J am pean, or a dead 
man. Matt. ii. 18: Rachel weeping for her children, 
ore ovk WIXI, because they WERE MURDERED. Gen. xiii. 
36: Joseph 1s not, 11) OY Yoseph eimennu, loong 
ovk EZTIN, Sept., Joseph is prvoursp by a wiLD 
Beast. Rom. iv. 17: Calling the things that are 
not, as if they were ALIVE. So Plutarch in Laconicis: 
“This shield thy father always preserved; preserve 
thou it, or may thou not er,” H uw EXO, may thou 
PERISH. OYK ONTE®S voyol, aBroGareD laws. EIMI 
ev uot, I possess a sound understanding. Ec ratepa 
viv EXOMAI, J will perrorm the part of a father to 
you. EIMI ry¢ modews ry¢ dc, J AM an INHABITANT of 
“that city. 1 Tim. i. 7: Desiring to Be teachers of 
the law, Ssdovtes EINAI vouodidackadoz, desiring to be 
REPUTED teachers of the law, i. e. aBLe divines. Ta 
ONTA, the things that are, i. €. NOBLE and HONOUR- 
ABLE men: Ta un ONTA, the things that are not, viz. 
the vuLear, or those of IGNOBLE BIRTH. 

Tertullian seems to have had a correct notion of 
those words of our Lord, Acceptum panem et distribu- 
tum discipulis, corpus illum suum fecit, Hoc EST coR- 
PUS MEUM dicendo, id est, FIGURA corporis mei. Advers. 
Mare. |. v. c. 40. “ Having taken the bread, and 
distributed that body to his disciples, he made it his 
body by saying, This is my body, i: e. a FIGURE of my 
body.” 

That our Lord neither spoke in Greck nor Latin, on 
this occasion, needs no proof. It was, most probably, 
in what was formerly called the Chaldaic, now the 
Syriac, that our Lord conversed with his disciples. 
Through the providence of God, we have complete 
versions of the Gospels in this language, and in them 
it is likely we have the precise words spoken by our 
Lord on this occasion. In Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, the 


e 
words in the Syriac version are, e Qf OF 


hanat pagree, This 1s my body, CaSO} O.f0) 
demee, This is my blood, of which forms of speech the 
Greek is a verbal translation; nor would any man, even 
in the present day, speaking in the same language, use, 
among the people to whom it was vernacular, other 
terms than the above to express, This represents my 
body, and this represents my blood. 

As to the ancient Syrian Church on the Malabar 
coast, it is a fact that it never held the doctrine of 
transubstantiation, nor does it appear that it was ever 
heard of in that Church till the year 1599, when Don 
Alexis Menezes, Archbishop of Goa, and the Jesuit 
Fransic Rez, invaded that Church, and by tricks, im- 
postures, and the assistance of the heathen governors 
of Cochin, and other places, whom they gained over 
by bribes and presents, overthrew the whole of this 
ancient Church, and gave the oppressed people the 
rites, creeds, &e., of the papal Catholic Church in its 
place. Vid. La Croz. Hist. du Ch. des Indes. 

This was done at the Synod of Diamper, which be- 
gan its sessions at Agomale, June 20, 1599. The 
tricks of this unprincipled prelate, the tool of Pope 
Clement VIII., and Philip II., King of Portugal, are 
amply detailed by Mr. La Croze, in the work already 
quoted. E 
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ellipsis. Suppose a man entering into a museum, en- 
riched with the remains of ancient Greek sculpture ; 
his eyes are attracted by a number of curious busts; 
and, on inquiring what they are, he learns, this 1s 
Socrates, that Plato, a third Homer; others Hesiod, 
Horace, Virgil, Demosthenes, Cicero, Herodotus, Livy, 
Cesar, Nero, Vespasian, &c. Is he deceived by this 
information? Not at all: he knows well that the 
busts he sees are not the identical persons of those 
ancient philosophers, poets, orators, historians, and 
emperors, but only REPRESENTATIONS of their persons 
in sculpture, between which and the originals there is 
as essential a difference as between a human’ body, in- 
stinct with all the principles of rational vitality, and a 
block of marble. When, therefore, Christ took up a 
piece of bread, brake it, and said, This 1s my body, 
who, but the most stupid of mortals, could imagine 
that he was, at the same time, handling and breaking 
his own body! Would not any person, of plain com- 
mon sense, see as great a difference between the man 
Christ Jesus, and the piece of bread, as between the 
block of marble and the philosopher it represented, in 
the case referred to above! The truth is, there is 
scarcely a more common form of speech in any lan- 
guage than, Thzs 1s, for, This REPRESENTS OF SIGNIFIES. 
And as our Lord refers, in the whole of this transac- 
tion, to the ordinance of the passover, we may consider 
him as saying: ‘This bread is now my body, in that 
sense in which the paschal lamb has been my body 
hitherto ; and this cup is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment, in the same sense as the blood of bulls and goats 
has been my blood under the Old: Exod. xxiv.; Heb. 
ix. That is, the paschal lamb and the sprinkling of 
blood represented my sacrifice to the present time : 
this bread and this wine shall represent my body and 
blood through all future ages; therefore, Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

St. Luke and St. Paul add a circumstance here 
which is not noticed either by St. Matthew or St. Mark. 
After, this is my body, the former adds, which is given 
for you; the latter, which is broken for you; the sense 
of which is: ‘As God has in his bountiful providence 
given you bread for the sustenance of your lives, so in 
his infinite grace he has given you my body to save 
your souls unto life eternal. But as this bread must 
be broken and masticated, in order to its becoming 
proper nourishment, so my body must be broken, i. e. 
crucified, for you, before it can be the bread of life to 
your souls. As, therefore, your life depends on the 
bread which God’s bounty has provided for your bodies, 
so your eternal life depends on the sacrifice of my 
body on the cross for your souls.” Besides, there is 
here an allusion to the offering of sacrifices—an inno- 
cent creature was brought to the altar of God, and its 
blood (the life of the beast) was poured out for, or in 
behalf of, the person who brought it. Thus Christ 
says, alluding to the sacrifice of the paschal lamb, This 
is my body, To vrep vyuwv dSidouevov, which 18 GIVEN uw 
your stead, or in your behalf ; a free cirt, from God’s 
endless mercy, for the salvation of your souls. This 
is my body, To vrep vuwv KAwpevor, (1 Cor. xi. 24,) 
which is broken—sacrificed in your stead ; as without 


But this form of speech is common, even in our own| the breaking (piercing) of the body, and spilling of the 
Yanguage, though we have terms enow to fill up the! blood, there was no remission. 
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A. M. 5 
+ M.403., 97 And he took the cup, and 


An. Olymp. gave thanks, and gave 2 to them, 
CCIL 1. ee il of it: 
saying, ’ Drink ye all of it; 


¥ Mark xiv. 23.——W See Exod. xxiv. 8; Lev. xvii. 11. 


In this solemn transaction we must weigh every 
word, as there is none without its appropriate and 
deeply emphatic meaning. So it is written, Hphes. 
v. 2. Christ hath loved. us, and given himself, vrep 
niLov, On Our account, or in our stead, an offering and 
a SACRIFICE (Svora) to God for a sweet-smelling savour ; 
that, as in the sacrifice offered by Noah, Gen. viii. 21, 
(to which the apostle evidently alludes,) from which it 
is said, The Lord smelled a sweet savour, HYVIN W4 
riach hanichoach, a savour of rest, so that he became 
appeased towards the earth, and determined that there 
should no more be a flood to destroy it; in like man- 
ner, in the offering and sacrifice of Christ for us, God 
is appeased towards the human race, and has in con- 
sequence decreed that whosocver believeth in him shall 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Verse 27. And he took the cup] Meta to deutvqoat, 
after having supped, Luke xxii. 20, and 1 Cor. xi. 
25. Whether the supper was on the paschal lamb, 
or whether it was a common or ordinary meal, 1 shall 
not wait here to inquire: see at the end of this chap- 
ter. In the parallel place, in Luke xxii., we find our 
Lord taking the cup, ver. 17, and again ver. 19; by 
the former of which was probably meant the cup of 
blessing, 13930 DD kos haberakah, which the master 
of a family took, and, after blessing God, gave to each 
of his guests by way of welcome: but this second taking 
the cup is to be understood as belonging to the very 
important rite which he was now instituting, and on 
which he Jays a very remarkable stress. With respect 
to the bread, he had before simply said, Take, eat, this 
is my body; but concerning the cup he says, Drink ye 
all of this: for as this pointed out the very essence of 
the institution, viz. the blood of atonement, it was ne- 
cessary that each should have a particular application 
of it: therefore he says, Drink ye auu of THis. By 
this we are taught that the cwp is essential to the sa- 
erament of the Lord’s Supper; so that they who deny 
the cup to the people sin against God’s institution ; and 
they who receive not the cup are not partakers of the 
body and blood of Christ. If either could without 
mortal prejudice be omitted, it might be the dread; 
but the cwp, as pointing out the blood poured out, i. e. 
the life, by which alone the great sacrificial act is per- 
formed, and remission of sins procured, is absolutely 
indispensable. On this ground it is demonstrable, that 
there is not a priest under heaven, who denies the cup 
to the people, that can be said to celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper at all; nor is there one of their votaries that 
ever received the holy sacrament. All pretension to 
this is an absolute farce, so long as the cup, the em- 
blem of the atoning blood, is denied. How strange is 
it, that the very men who plead so much for the bare 
hiteral meaning of this is my body, in the preceding 
verse, should deny all meaning to drink ye aut of this 
cup, in this verse! And though Christ has in the most 
positive manner enjoined it, they will not permit one 
of the laity to taste it! O, what a thing is 
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28 For “this is my blood * of 4,M. 4s: 


the New Testament, which is shed ee 
¥ for many, for the remission of sins. xis 


x Jer. xxxi. 31.——y Chap. xx. 28; Rom. vy. 15; Heb. ix. 22. 


man!—a constant contradiction to reason and to 
himself. : 

I haye just said that our blessed Lord lays remark- 
able stress on the administration of the cup, and on 
that which himself assures us is represented by it.— 
As it is peculiarly emphatic, I beg leave to set down 
the original text, which the critical reader will do well 
minutely to examine: Tovro yap ect TO aia pov TO 
Tyg Kavng dLadnkync, TO wept ToAAwy exyvvopwevov eve 
ageotv auaptiwv. The following literal translation and 
paraphrase do not exceed its meaning :— 

For THIS is THAT blood of mine which was point- 
ed out by all the sacrifices under the Jewish law, and 
particularly by the shedding and sprinkling of the blood 
of the paschal lamb. THAT dlood of the sacrifice 
slain for the ratification of the new covenant. THE 
blood ready to be poured out for the multitudes, the 
whole Gentile world as well as the Jews, for the taking 
away of sins ; sin, whether original or actual, in all its 
power and guilt, in all its internal energy and pollution. 

And gave thanks| See the form used on this oc- 
casion, on ver. 26; and see the Misuna, TRACT N)373 
Beracoth. 

Verse 28. For this is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment] This is the reading both here and in St. Mark; 
but St. Luke and St. Paul say, This cup is the New 
Testament in my blood. This passage has been 
strangely mistaken: by New Testament, many under- 
stand nothing more than the 00k commonly known by 
this name, containing the four Gospels, Acts of the 
Apostles, apostolical Epistles, and book of the Reve» 
lation; and they think that the cup of the New Tes- 
tament means no more than merely that cup which the 
book called the New Testament enjoins in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. As this is the case, it is 
highly necessary that this term should be explained. 
The original, H Kacyy Acadyxy, which we translate, 
The New Testament, and which is the general title of 
all the contents of the book already described, simply 
means, the new COVENANT. Covenant, from con, to- 
gether, and venio, I come, signifies an agreement, con- 
tract, or compact, between two parties, by which both 
are mutually bound to do certain things, on certain 
conditions and penalties. It answers to the Hebrew 
73 berith, which often signifies, not only the cove- 
nant or agreement, but also the sacrifice which was 
slain on the occasion, by the blood of which the cove- 
nant was ratified ; and the contracting parties professed 
to subject themselves to such a death as that of the 
victim, in case of violating their engagements. An 
oath of this kind, on slaying the covenant sacrifice, 
was usual in ancient times: so in Homer, when a co- 
venant was made between the Greeks and the Trojans, 
and the throats of lambs were cut, and their blood 
poured out, the following form of adjuration was used 
by the contracting partiés :— 


Zev Kvoice, meyice, Kar avavaror Yeor aAdot, 
Ommorepol Tporepot vTEp opKia mHpuNverav, 
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The sacrament of the 


Qde of eykedaroc yapadic peor, we ode oLvoc, 
AUT@Y, Kat TExEwY* adoxor & aAAoLoL puLyeLEV. 


All glorious Jove, and ye, the powers of heaven! 

Whoso shall violate this contract first, — 

So be their dood, their children’s and their own, 

Poured out, as this libation, on the ground : 

And let their wives bring forth to other men! 
Inrap 1. iii, v. 298-301. 


Our blessed Saviour is evidently called the Acadnxn, 
KA berith, or covenant sacrifice, Isa. xlii. 6; xlix. 
8; Zech. ix. 11. And to those Scriptures he appears to 
allude, as in them the Lord promises to give him for 
@ covenant (sacrifice) to the Gentiles, and to send forth, 
by the blood of this covenant (victim) the prisoners out 
of the pit. The passages in the sacred writings which 
allude to this grand sacrificial and atoning act are al- 
most innumerable. See the Preface to Matthew. 

In this place, our Lord terms his blood the blood of 
the NEw covenant ; by which he means that grand plan 
of agreement, or reconciliation, which God was now 
establishing between himself and mankind, by the pas- 
sion and death of his Son, through whom alone men 
could draw nigh to God; and this New covenant is 
mentioned in contradistinction from the oLp covenant, 
n Tahaca Acadnkyn, 2 Cor. ili. 14, by which appellative 
all the books of the Old Testament were distinguished, 
because they pointed out the way of reconciliation to 
God by the blood of the various victims slain under 
the law: but now, as the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world, was about to be offered up, 
a NEW and LivING way was thereby constituted, so 
that no one henceforth could come unto the Father but 
by Him. Hence all the books of the New Testament, 
which bear unanimous testimony to the doctrine of 
salvation by faith through the blood of Jesus, are 
termed, H Kay Acadykn, The New covenant. See 
the Preface. — 

Dr. Lightfoot’s Observations on this are worthy of 
serious notice. “ This is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment. Not only the seal of the covenant, but the 
sanction of the new covenant. The end of the Mosaic 
economy, and the confirming of a new one. The con- 
firmation of the old covenant was by the blood of bulls 
and goats, Exod. xxiv., Heb. ix., because blood was 
still to be shed: the confirmation of the new was by 
a cup of wine, because under the new covenant there 
is no farther shedding of blood. As it is here said of 
the cup, This cup is the New Testament in my blood; 
so it might be said of the cup of blood, Kixod. xxiv., 
That cup was the Old Testament in the blood of Christ: 
there, all the articles of that covenant being read over, 
Moses sprinkled all the people with blood, and said, 
This is the blood of the covenant which God hath made 
with you; and thus the old covenant or testimony 
was confirmed. In like manner, Christ, having pub- 
lished all the articles of the new covenant, he takes 
the cup of wine, and gives them to drink, and saith, 
This is the New Testament in my blood; and thus the 
new covenant was established.” — Works, vol. ii. p. 260. 

Which is shed (exyvvouevov, poured out) for many] 
Exyeo and exyva, to pour out, are often used in a sa- 
crificial sense in the Septuagint, and signify to pour 
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CHAP. 


XXVI. 


out or sprinkle the blood of the sacrifices before the 
altar of the Lord, by way of atonement. See 2 Kings 
xvi. 15; Lev. viii. 15; ix. 9; Exod. xxix. 12; Lev. 
iv. 7, 14, 17, 30, 34; and in various other places. 
Our Lord, by this very remarkable mode of expression, 
teaches us that, as his body was to be broken or cru- 
cified, vmep nuwv, in our stead, so here the blood was 
to be poured out to make an atonement, as the words, 
remission of sins, sufficiently prove ; for without shed- 
ding of blood there was no remission, Heb. ix. 22, nor 
any remission dy shedding of blood, but in a sacrificial 
way. See the passages above, and on ver. 26. 

The whole of this passage will receive additional 
light when collated with Isa. lili. 11, 12. By his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify MANY, 
for he shail bear their iniquities—because he hath 
POURED oUT his soul wnto death, and he bare the sin 
of many. The pouring out of the soul unto death, in 
the prophet, answers to, this is the blood of the new 
covenant which is poured out for you, in the evange- 
lists; and the 0°39 rabbim, multitudes, in Isaiah, cor 
responds to the MANY, ToA,wv, of Matthew and Mark. 
The passage will soon appear plain, when we consider 
that two distinct classes of persons are mentioned by 
the prophet. 1. The Jews.—ver. 4. Surely he hath 
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.—Ver. 5. 
But he was wounded for oor transgressions, he was 
bruised for ouR iniquities, the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him.—Ver. 6. All wu like sheep have 
gone astray, and the Lord hath laid upon him the ina- 
quty of us all. 2. The Guntites.—Ver. 11. By 
his knowledge, \NYI3 bedadto, i. e. by his being made 
known, published as Christ crucified among the Gen- 
tiles, he shall justify D°37 rabbim, the multitudes, (the 
Gentites,) for he shall (also) bear THEIR offences, as 
well as ours, the Jews, ver. 4, &c. It is well known 
that the Jewish dispensation, termed by the apostle as 
above, 7 Taraa diadykn, the OLD covenant, was partial 
and exclusive. None were particularly interested in 
it save the descendants of the twelve sons of Jacob: 
whereas the Christian dispensation, 7 Kain dcadnkn, 
the New covenant, referred to by our Lord in this place, 
was universal; for as Jesus Christ by the grace of 
God tasted death for nvery man, Heb. xi. 9, and is 
that Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
word, John i. 29; who would have aut MEN to be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth, 1 Vim. 
ii. 4, even that knowledge of Christ crucified, by which 
they are to be justified, Isa. hii. 11, therefore he has 
commanded his disciples to go into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every crEATURE, Mark xyi. 15. 
The reprobate race, those who were no people, and not 
beloved, were to be called in; for the Gospel was to 
be preached to ali the world, though it was to begin 
at Jerusalem, Luke xxiv. 47. For this purpose was 
the blood of the new covenant sacrifice poured out for 
the multitudes, that there might be but one fold, as 
there is but one Shepherd ; and that God might be atu 
and in ALL. 

For the remission of sins.) Ev¢ adeoty apaprior, 
for (or, in reference to) the taking away of sins. For, 
although the blood is shed, and the atonement made, 
no man’s sins are taken away until, as a true penitent, 
he returns to God, and, feeling his utter incapacity to 
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Lords Supper instituted. 


The unfaithfulness of 


A.M. 4033, 29 But * I say unto you, J will not 


An. Olymp. drink henceforth of this fruit of the 

ee vine, * until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. 

30 4° And when they had sung a ° hymn, 
they went out into the mount of Olives. 

31 Then saith Jesus unto them, 4 All ye 
shall ° be offended because of me this night : 


5T. MATTHEW. 


the disciples foretold. 


for it is written, £1 will smite the 4A, M, 48s. 


shepherd, and the sheep of the flock An Clem: 
shall be scattered abroad. ree ae, 
32 But after I am risen pine éJ will go 
before you into Galilee. 
33 Peter answered and said unto him, 
Though all men shall be offended because of 
thee, yet will I never be offended. 


2 Mark xiv. 25; Luke xxii. 18—— Acts x, 41> Mark 
xiv. 26. © Or, psalm. 


4 Mark xiv. 27; John xvi. 32. Chap. xi. 6. Zech. xiil. 7. 
e Chap. xxviii. 7, 10, 16; Mark xiv. 28; xvi. 7. 


save himself, believes in Christ Jesus, who is the jus- 
tifier of the ungodly. 

The phrase, adeote Tov ayaptiwv, remission of sins, 
(frequently used by the Septuagint,) bemg thus ex- 
plained by our Lord, is often used by the evangelists 
and the apostles; and does not mean merely the 
pardon of sins, as it is generally understood, but the 
removal or taking away of sins; not only the guilt, 
but also the very nature of sin, and the pollution of the 
soul through it; and comprehends all that is generally 
understood by the terms justification and sancizfica- 
tion. For the use and meaning of the phrase ageouc 
yapriov, see Mark i. 4; Luke i. 77; iii. 3; xxiv. 47; 
Acisnl, SSewvesleex. ASF xilies Oe viee | Se ol. 
Pap itebwexes: 

Both St. Luke and St. Paul add, that, after giving 
the bread, our Lord said, Do this in remembrance of 
me. And after giving the cup, St. Paul alone adds, 
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
The account, as given by St. Paul, should be carefully 
followed, being fuller, and received, according to his 
own declaration, by especial revelation from God.— 
See 1 Cor. xi. 23, For I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you, &c. See the 
harmonized view above. 

Verse 29. I will not drink henceforth of this fruit 
of the vine] These words seem to intimate no more 
than this: We shall not have another opportunity of 
eating this bread and drinking this wine together ; as 
in a few hours my crucifixion shall take place. 

Until that day when I drink it new with you| That 
is, I shall no more drink of the produce of the vine 
with you ; but shall drink new wine—wine of a widely 
different nature from this—a wine which the kingdom 
of God alone can afford. The term new in Scripture 
is often taken in this sense. So the new heaven, the 
NEW earth, the New covenant, the NEW man—mean a 
heaven, earth, covenant, man, of a very different nature 
from the former. It was our Lord’s invariable custom 
to illustrate heavenly things by those of earth, and to 
make that which had Jast been the subject of conver- 
sation the means of doing it. Thus he uses wine here, 
of which they had lately drunk,-and on which he had 
held the preceding discourse, to point out the supreme 
blessedness of the kingdom of God. But however 
pleasing and useful wine may be to the body, and how 
helpful soever, as an ordinance of God, it may be to 
the soul in the holy sacrament; yet the wine of the 
kingdom, the spiritual enjoyments at the right hand of 
God, will be infinitely more precious and useful. From 
what our Lord says here, we learn that the sacrament 
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of his supper is a ¢ype and a pledge, to genuine Chris- 
tians, of the felicity they shall enjoy with Christ in 
the kingdom of glory. 

Verse 30. And when they had sung a hymn] 
Yuvycavtec means, probably, no more than a kind of 
recitalive reading or chanting. As to the hymn itself, 
we know, from the universal consent of Jewish an- 
tiquity, that it was composed of Psalms 113, 114, 115, 
116, 117, and 118, termed by the Jews bon halel, 
from 71 bon halelu-yah, the first word in Psalm 113. 
These six Psalms were always sung at every paschal 
solemnity. They sung this great hillel on account of 
the five great benefits referred to in it; viz. 1. The 
Exodus from Egypt, Psa. exiv. 1. When Israel went 
out of Egypt, &e. 2. The miraculous division of the 
Red Sea, ver. 3. The sea saw it and fled. 3. The 
promulgation of the law, ver. 4. The mountains skip- 
ped like lambs. 4. The resurrection of the dead, Psa. 
exvi. 9. L will walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living. 5. The passion of the Messiah, Psa. exv. 1. 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, &c. See Schoett- 
gen, Hor. Hebr. p. 231, and my Discourse on the na- 
ture and design of the Eucharist, 8vo. Lond. 1808. 

Verse 31. All ye shall be offended] Or rather, Ye 
will all be stumbled—ravtec vere cxavdadrtoSyncecde— 
ye will all forsake me, and lose in a great measure 
your confidence in me. 

This mght] The time of trial is just at hand. 

I will smite the shepherd] It will happen to you as 
to a flock of sheep, whose shepherd has been slain—the 
leader and guardian being removed, the whole flock 
shall be scattered, and be on the point of becoming a 
prey to ravenous beasts. 

Verse 32. But after I am risen again] Don’t lose 
your confidence ; for though I shall appear for a time 
te be wholly left to wicked men, and be brought under 
the power of death, yet I will rise again, and triumph 
over all your enemies and mine. 

I will go before you) Still alluding to the case of 
the shepherd and his sheep. Though the shepherd 
have been smitten and the sheep scattered, the shep- 
herd shall revive again, collect the scattered flock, and 
go before them, and lead them to peace, security, and 
happiness. 

Verse 33. Peter—said unto him, Though all men 
shall be offended—yet will I never] The presumptuous 
person imagines he can do every thing, and can do 
nothing : thinks he can excel all, and excels in nothing : 
promises every thing, and performs nothing. The 
humble man acts a quite contrary part. There is 
nothing we know so little of as ourselyes—nothing we 
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The denial of Peter foretold. 


a 34 Jesus said unto him, * Verily 


An, ce I say unto thee, That this night, 
before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. 

35 Peter said unto him, Though I should 
die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Like- 
wise also said all the disciples. 

36 9+ 'Then cometh Jesus with them unto 


CHAP. 


XXVI. Christ’s agony wn the garden 


a place called Gethsemane, and saith 4,™, 4033 
unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while An. Fee 
I go and pray yonder. ae 

37 And he took with him Peter and * the 
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrow- 
ful and very heavy. 

38 Then saith he unto them, !My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: 


h Mark xiv. 30; Luke xxii.34; John xiii. 38 ——i Mark xiv. 32-35 : 


Luke xxii. 39; John xviii. 1.——* Chap. iv. 21——1 John xii. 27 


see less of than our own weakness and poverty. The 
strength of pride is only for a moment. Peter, though 
vainly confident, was certainly sincere—he had never 
been put to a sore trial, and did not know his own 
strength. Had this resolution of his been formed in 
the strength of God, he would have been enabled to 
maintain it against earth and hell. This most awful 
denial of Christ, and his abandoning him in the time 
of trial, was sufficient to have disqualified him for ever 
from being, in any sense, head of the Church, had 
such a supremacy been ever designed him. Such a 
supremacy was never given him by Christ; but the 
fable of it is in the Church of Rome, and the mock 
Peter, not Peter the apostle, is there and there only to 
be found. 

Verse 34. Jesus said] Our Lord’s answer to Peter 
is very emphatic and impressive. Verily—I speak a 
solemn weighty truth, thow wilt not only be stumbled, 
fall off, and forsake thy Master, but thou wilt even 
deny that thou hast, or ever had, any knowledge of 
or connection with me ; and this thou wilt do, not by 
little and little, through a long process. of time, till the 
apostasy, daily gathering strength, shall be complete ; 
but thou wilt do it this very night, and that not once 
only, but thrice; and this thou wilt do also in the 
earlier part of the night, before even a cock shall crow. 
Was not this warning enough to him not to trust in his 
own strength, but to depend on God? 

Verse 35. Though I should die with thee, yet will 
I not deny thee.) He does not take the warning which 
his Lord gave him—he trusts in the warm, sincere at- 
tachment to Christ which he now feels, not considering 
that this must speedily fail, unless supported by the 
power of God. 

Verse 36. A place called Gethsemane] A garden at 
the foot of the mount of Olives. The name seems to 
be formed from 41 gath, a press, and {Dw shemen, oul ; 
probably the place where the produce of the mount of 
Olives was prepared for use. The garden of the oil- 
press, or olive-press. 

Sit ye here] Or, stay in this place, while I go and 
pray yonder: and employ ye the time as I shall em- 
ploy it—in watching unto prayer. 

Verse 37. And he took with him Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee] That is, James and John; the same 
persons who had beheld his transfiguration on the mount 
—that they might contemplate this agony in the light of 
that glory which they had there seen; and so be kept 
“rom being stumbled by a view of his present humiliation. 

Began to be sorrowful] Avre:oSat, from Avo, to dis- 
solve—exquisite sorrow, such as dissolves the natural 
vigour, and threatens to separate soul and body. 

Vor I. CELI) 


And very heavy.| Overwhelmed with anguish—aon- 
povev. ‘This word is used by the Greeks to denote 
the most extreme anguish which the soul can feel— 
excruciating anxiety and torture of spirit. 

Verse 38. Then saith he| Then saith—Jesus :— 
1 have added the word Jesus, 6 Ijcovc, on the authority 
of a multitude of eminent MSS. See them in Gries- 
bach. 

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, (or, is haetited 
with exceeding sorrow,) even unto death.| This latter 
word explains the two former: My soul is so dissolved 
in sorrow, my spirit is filled with such agony and an- 
guish, that, if speedy succour be not given to my body, 
death must be the speedy consequence. 

Now, the grand expiatory sacrifice begins to be of- 
fered : in this garden Jesus enters fully into the sacer- 
dotal office ; and now, on the altar of his immaculate 
divinity, begins to offer his own body—his own life— 
a lamb without spot, for the sin of the world. St. Luke 
observes, chap. xxil. 43, 44, that there appeared unto 
him an angel from heaven strengthening him ; and that, 
being in an agony, his sweat was like great drops of 
blood falling to the ground. How exquisite must this 
anguish have been, when it forced the very blood through 
the coats of the veins, and enlarged the pores in such 
a preternatural manner as to cause them to empty it 
out in large successive drops! In my opinion, the 
principal part of the redemption price was paid in this 
unprecedented and indescribable agony. 

Bloody sweats are mentioned by many authors ; but 
none was ever such as this—where a person in perfect 
health, (having never had any predisposing sickness to 
induce a debility of the system,) and in the fwdl vigour 
of life, about thirty-three years of age, suddenly, 
through mental pressure, without any fear of death, 
sweat great drops of blood; and these continued, dur- 
ing his wrestling with God to fall to the ground. 

To say that all this was occasioned by the fear he 
had of the ignominious death which he was about to 
die confutes itself—for this would not only rob him of 
his divinity, for which purpose it is brought, but it de- 
prives him of all excellency, and even of manhood 
itself. The prospect of death could not cause him to 
suffer thus, when he knew that in less than three days 
he was to be restored to life, and be brought into an 
eternity of blessedness. His agony and distress can 
receive no consistent explication but on this ground— 
He surreReD, the sust for the unsust, that he might 
pring us to Gop. O glorious truth! O infinitely 
meritorious suffering! And O! above all, the eternal 
love, that caused him to undergo such sufferings for 
the sake of sinners! 
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Christ's agony 


A. M. 4033. th 
‘4 D.99, tty ye here, and watch wit 
An. Olymp. me, , 


_CCu1- 39 And he went a little farther, 


and fell on his face, and ™ prayed, saying, 
" my Father, if it be possible, ° let this cup 
pass from me! nevertheless ? not as I will, 
but as thou wild. 

40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and 
findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, 
What, could ye not watch with me one hour ? 

41 4 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh 7s weak. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


in the garden. 


42 He went away again the second A, M; 4033. 


time, and prayed, saying, O my Fa- oe 
ther, if this cup may not pass away 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. 

43 And he came and found them asleep 
again: for their eyes were heavy. 

44 And he left them, and went away again, 
and prayed the third time, saying the same 
words. 

45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and 
saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your 
rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 


m Mark xiv. 36; Luke xxii. 42; Heb. v. 7. 
© Chap. xx. 22. 


0 John xii. 27. 


P John v. 30; vi. 38; Phil. ii, 8——4 Mark xiii. 33; Xlv. 38; 
Luke xxii. 40, 46; Eph. vi. 18. 


Verse 39. Fell on his face] See the note on Luke 
xxii. 44. This was the ordinary posture of the sup- 
plicant when the favour was great which was asked, 
and deep humiliation required. The head was put be- 
tween the knees, and the forehead brought to touch the 
earth—this was not only a humiliating, but a very 
pamful posture also. 

This cup| The word cup is frequently used in the 
Sacred Writings to point out sorrow, anguish, terror, 
death. It seems to be an allusion to a very ancient 
method of punishing criminals. A cup of poison was 
put into their hands, and they were obliged to drink it. 
Socrates was killed thus, being obliged by the magis- 
trates of Athens to drink a cup of the juice of hemlock. 
To death, by the potsoned cup, there seems an allu- 
sion in Heb. ii. 9, Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, 
TasteD death for every man. The whole world are 
here represented as standing guilty and condemned be- 
fore the tribunal of God; into every man’s hand the 
deadly cup is put, and he is required to drink off the 
poison—Jesus enters, takes every man’s cup out of 
his hand, and drinks off the poison, and thus tastes or 
suffers the death which every man otherwise must 
have undergone. 

Pass from me| Perhaps there is an allusion here 
to several criminals standing in a row, who are all to 
drink of the same cup; but, the judge extending favour 
to a certain one, the cup passes by him to the next. 

Instead of mpoedOav puxpov, going a little forward, 
many eminent MSS. have rpoce2Jur, coming a litile 
forward—but the variation is of little moment. At 
the close of this verse several MSS. add the clause in 
Luke xxii. 43, There appeared an angel, &c. 

Verse 40. He—saith unto Peter] He addressed 
himself more particularly to this apostle, because of 
the profession he had made, ver. 33; as if he had 
said: “Is this the way you testify your affectionate 
attachment to me? Ye all said you were ready to die 
with me; what, then, cannot you watch ong hour 2” 

Instead of ove isyvoate, could ve not, the Codex 
Alexandrinus, the later Syriac in the margin, three of 
the tala, and Juvencus, read ovk wcyvoac, couldst THOU 
not—referring the reproach immediately to Peter, who 
had made the promises mentioned before. 
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Verse 41. That ye enter not into temptation] If ye 
cannot endure a little fatigue when there is no suffer- 
ing, how will ye do when the temptation, the great 
trial of your fidelity and courage, cometh? Watch— 
that ye be not taken unawares ; and pray—that when 
it comes ye may be enabled to bear it. 

The spirtt—is willing, but the flesh is weak] Your 
inclinations are good—ye are truly sincere ; but your 
good purposes will be overpowered by your timidity. 
Ye wish to continue steadfast in your adherence to your 
Master; but your fears will lead you to desert him. 

Verse 42. O my Father, if this cup may not pass 
away from me| If it be not possible—to redeem fallen 
man, unless I drink this cup, unless | suffer death for 
them ; thy will be done—I am content to suffer what- 
ever may be requisite to accomplish the great design. 
In this address the humanity of Christ most evidently 
appears; for it was his humanity alone that could 
suffer ; and if it did not appear that he had felt these 
sufferings, it would have been a presumption that he 
had not suffered, and consequently made no atonement. 
And had he not appeared to have been perfectly re- 
signed in these sufferings, his sacrifice could not have 
been a free-will but a constrained offering, and there- 
fore of no use to the salvation of mankind. 

Verse 43. Their eyes were heavy.| That is, they 
could not keep them open. Was there nothing preter- 
natural in this? Was there no influence here from the 
powers of darkness ? 

Verse 44. Prayed the third time] So St. Paul— 
I besought the Lord rurice that it might depart from 
me, 2 Cor. xii. 8. This thrice repeating the same 
petition argues deep earnestness of soul. 

Verse 45. Sleep on now, and take your rest] Per- 
haps it might be better to read these words interroga- 
tively, and paraphrase them thus: Do ye sleep on 
stl? Will no warnings avail? Will no danger excite 
you to watchfulness and prayer? My howr—in which 
I am to be delivered up, zs at hand; therefore now 
think of your own personal safety. 

The Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners.| Apaptodwr, viz. the Gentiles or heathens, who 
were generally distinguished by this appellation from 
the Jews. Here it probably means the Roman cohort 

SO Lage) 


Christ betrayed by Judas, CHAP. 


A.M. 4033. 46 Rise, let us be going: be- 


— Olam hold, he is at hand that doth be- 
tray me. 

47 “| And * while he yet spake, lo, Judas, 
one of the twelve, came, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the 
chief priests and elders of the people. 

48 Now he that betrayed him gave them a 
sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that 
same is he: hold him fast. 

49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and 


XXVI. and apprehended by the mob. 

said, Hail, Master, ‘and kissed 4,M; 4033. 

him. An. Olymp. 
CCIL 1. 


50 And Jesus said unto him, 
* Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came 
they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him. 

51 9 And, behold, *one of them which 
were with Jesus, stretched out his hand, and 
drew his sword, and struck a servant of the 
high priest’s, and smote off his ear. 

52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again 
thy sword into his place: ‘for all they that 


®Mark xiv. 43; Luke xxii. 7; John xviil. 3; Acts 1. 61. 
82 Sam. xx. 9. 


U detrei edits BG thie Wet 4 John xviii. 10... Gen. ix. 6; Rev. 


xiii. 10. 


that was stationed on festivals for the defence of the 
temple. By the Romans he was adjudged to death; 
for the Jews acknowledged that they had no power in 
eapital cases. See the note on chap. ix. 10. 

Verse 46. Rise, let us be going| That is, to meet 
them, giving thereby the fullest proof that I know all 
their designs, and might have, by flight or otherwise, 
provided for my own safety; but I go willingly to 
meet that death which their malice designs me, and, 
through it, provide for the life of the world. 

Verse 27. Judas, one of the twelve] More deeply 
to mark his base ingratitude and desperate wickedness 
—HE was ONE of the TwELVE—and he is a TRAITOR, 
and one of the wilest too that ever disgraced human 
nature. 

A great multitude with swords and staves] They 
did net come as officers of justice, but as a desperate 
mob. Justice had nothing to do in this business. He 
who a little before had been one of the leaders of the 
flock of Christ is now become the leader of ruffians 
and murderers What a terrible fall ! 

Verse 48. Gave them a sign] How coolly delibe- 
rate is this dire apostate! The man whom TI shall kiss 
—how deeply hypocritical ! That is he, hold him fast, 
seize him—how diabolically malicious ! 

Hail, Master] A usual compliment among the 
Jews. Judas pretends to wish our Lord continued 
health while he is meditating his destruction! How 
many compliments of this kind are there in the world! 
Judas had a pattern in Joab, who, while he pretends 
to inquire tenderly for the health of Amasa, thrust him 
through with his sword; but the disciple here vastly 
outdoes his master, and through a motive, if possible, 
still more base. Let all those who use wnmeaning or 
insidious compliments rank for ever with Joab and Judas. 

And kissed him.| And tenderly kissed him—this is 
the proper meaning of the original word KarediAqoer, 
he kissed him again and again—still pretending the 
most affectionate attachment to him, though our Lord 
had before unmasked him. 

Verse 50. Jesus said—Friend| Rather, companion, 
eraipe, (not FRIEND,) wherefore, rather, against whom 
(e¢’ 6, the reading of all the best MSS.) art thou come ? 
How must these words have cut his very soul, if he 
had any sensibility left! Surely, thou, who hast so 
long been my companion, art not come against me, 
thy Lord, Teacher, and Friend! What is the human 
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heart not capable of, when abandoned by God, and 
influenced by Satan and the love of money! 

Laid hands on Jesus] But not before they had felt 
that proof of his sovereign power by which they had 
all been struck down to the earth, John xviii. 6. It 
is strange that, after this, they should dare to approach 
him; but the Scriptures must be fulfilled. 

Verse 51. One of them which were with Jesus] 
This was Peter—struck a servant of the high priest’s, 
the servant’s name was Malchus, John xviii. 10, and 
smote off his ear. In Luke xxii. 51, it is said, Jesus 
touched and healed it. Here was another miracle, and 
striking proof of the Divinity of Christ. Peter did not 
cut the ear, merely, he cut it oF, apectev. Now to 
heal it, Jesus must either take up the ear and put it on 
again, or else create a new one—either of these was 
a miracle, which nothing less than unlumited power 
could produce. See the note on John xvii. 10. 

Verse 52. Put up again thy sword into his place] 
Neither Christ nor his religion is to be defended by 
the secular arm. God is sufficiently able to support 
his ark: Uzzah need not stretch out his hand on the 
occasion. Even the shadow of public justice is not to 
be resisted by a private person, when coming from 
those in public authority. The cause of a Christian 
is the cause of God: sufferings belong to ons; and 
vengeance to the other. Let the cause, therefore, rest 
in Ais hands, who will do it ample justice. 

Shall perish with the sword] Instead of aroAovyrat, 
shall perish, many excellent MSS., versions, and fa- 
thers, have arolavovvra, shall die. The general 
meaning of this verse is, they who contend in battle 
are likely, on both sides, to become the sacrifices of 
their mutual animosities. But it is probably a pro- 
phetic declaration of the Jewish and Roman states. 
The Jews put our Lord to death under the sanction of 
the Romans—both took the sword against Christ, and 
both perished by it. The Jews by the sword of the 
Romans, and the Romans by that of the Goths, Van- 
dals, &c. The event has verified the prediction—the 
Jewish government has been destroyed upwards of 
1700 years, and the Roman upwards of 1000. Con- 
fer with this passage, Psa. il. 4, 9, and ex. 1, 5, 6. 
But how came Peter to have a sword? Judea was at 
this time so infested with robbers and cut-throats that 
it was not deemed safe for any person to go unarmed. 
He probably carried one for his mere personal safety. 
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Jesus is led away to 


ene take the sword, shall with 
An. Olymp. the sword. 


53 Thinkest thou that I peniimot 
now saad to my Father, and he shall Lee 
give me ¥ more than twelve legions of angels ? 

54 But how then shall the scriptures be ful- 
filled, * that thus it must be? 

55 In that same hour said Jesus to the mul- 
titudes, Are ye come out as against a thief 
with swords and staves for to take me? I sat 
daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye 
laid no hold on me. 

56 But all this was done, that the ¥ scrip- 
tures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then 


w 2 Kings vi. 17; Dan. vii. 10. xJsa. liti. 7, &c.; ver. 24; 
Luke xxiv. 25, 44, ‘46, y Lam. iv. 20; ver. 54. 2 See John 


Verse 53.° More than twelve legions of angels ?| As 
if he had said, Instead of you twelve, one os whom is 
a traitor, my Father can give me more than twelve 
legions of angels to defend me. A legion, at different 
times, contained different numbers; 4,200, 5,000, and 
frequently 6,000 men; and from this saying, taking 
the latter number, which is the common rate, may we 
not safely believe that the angels of God amount to 
more than 72,000 ? 

Verse 54. But how then] Had I such a defenee— 
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say, that thus 
it must be2 That is, that I am to suffer and die for 
the sin of the world. Probably the Scriptures to which 
our Lord principally refers are Psa. xxii, Ixix., and 
especially Isa. li. and Dan. ix. 24-27. Christ shows 
that they had no power against him but what he 
permitted ; and that he willingly gave up himself into 
their hands. 

Verse 55. Are ye come out as against a thief | At 
this time Judea was much infested by robbers, so that 
armed men were obliged to be employed against them 
—to this our Lord seems to allude. See on ver. 52. 

Isat daily with you) Why come in this hostile 
manner? Every day, for four days past, ye might 
have met with me in the temple, whither I went to 
teach you the way of salvation. See on chap. xxi. 17. 

Verse 56. But all this was done] 'This is probably 
the observation of the evangelist. See on chap. ii. 23. 

Then all the disciples forsook him and fled.| O what 
is man! How little is even his utmost sincerity to be 
depended on! Jesus is abandoned by all !—even 
zealous Peter and loving John are among the fugitives ! 
Was ever master so served by his scholars? Was 
ever parent so treated by his children? Is there not 
as much zeal and love among them all as might make 
one martyr for God and truth? Alas! no. He had 
but twelve who professed inviolable attachment to him ; 
one of these betrayed him, another denied him with 
oaths, and the rest run away and utterly abandon him 
to his implacable enemies! Are there not found among 
his disciples still, Ist. Persons who betray him and 
his cause 2dly. Persons who deny him and his peo- 
ple? 3dly. Persons who abandon him, his people, his 
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the house of Caiaphas 


zall the disciples forsook him, 4,™; 43% 
An. Olymp. 
and fled. CCI. cat 


57 + And they that had laid hold 
on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and the elders were 
assembled. 

58 But Peter followed him, afar off, unto 
the high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat 
with the servants, to see the end. 

59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all 
the council, sought false witness against Jesus, 
to put him to death ; 

60 But found none: yea, though > many 
false witnesses came, yet found they none. 


xviil. 15. a Mark xiv. 53; Luke xxii. 54; John xviii. 12, 13, 24. 
b Psa. xxvii. 12; xxxv. 11; Mark xiv. 55; so Acts vi. 13. 


cause, and his truth? Reader! dost thow belong to any 
of these classes ? 

Verse 57. They—led him away to Cataphas| John 
says, chap. xviii. 13, that they led him first to Annas , 
but this appears to have been done merely to do him 
honour as the father-in-law of Caiaphas, and his col- 
league in the high priesthood. But as the Sanhedrin 
was assembled at the house of Caiaphas, it was there 
he must be brought to undergo his mock trial: but see 
on John xviii. 13. 

Verse 58. Peter followed him afar off] Poor Peter! 
this is the beginning of his dreadful fall. His fear 
kept him from joining the company, and publicly ac- 
knowledging his Lord; and his affection obliged him 
to follow at a distance that he might see the end. 

And sat with the servants, to see the end.| When a 
man is weak in faith, and can as yet only follow 
Christ at a distance, he should avoid all dangerous 
places, and the company of those who are most likely 
to prove a snare to him. Had not Peter got to the 
high priest’s palace, and sat down with the servants, 
he would not thus have denied his Lord and Master. 

Servants—officers, urnpetor. Such as we term 
serjeants, constables, &c. 

Verse 59. All the council sought false witness| 
What a prostitution of justice '—they first resolve to 
ruin him, and then seek the proper means of effecting 
it: they declare him criminal, and after that do all 
they can to fix some crime upon him, that they may ap- 
pear to have some shadow of justice on their side when 
they put him to death. Itseems to have been a com- 
mon custom of this vile court to employ false witness, 
on any occasion, to answer their ownends. See this 
exemplified in the case of Stephen, Acts vi. 11-13. 

Verse 60. Though many false witnesses came] 
There is an unaccountable confusion in the MSS. in 
this verse : without stating the variations, which may 
be seen in Griesbach, I shall give that which I believe 
to be the genuine sense of the evangelist. Then the 
chief priests and elders, and all the council, sought 
false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; but 
they found it not, though many false witnesses came 
up. At last two false witnesses came up, saying 5 
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The high priest accuses 


eevee At the last ° came two false wit- 


ie oe nesses, 

——— 61 And said, This fellow said, 41 
am able to destroy the temple of God, and to 
build it in three days. 

62 ° And the high priest arose, and said unto 
him, Answerest thou nothing? what is zt 
which these witness against thee ? 

63 But ‘Jesus held his peace. And the 
high priest answered and said unto him, I 
adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell 
us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 


© Deut. xix. 15.—4 Chap. xxvii. 40 ; Johnii. 19—e Mark xiv. 60. 
f Ysa. iti. 7; ch. xxvii. 12, 14. & Lev. v. 1; 1 Sam. xiv. 24, 26. 
h Dan. vii. 13; chap. xvi 27; xxiv. 30; Luke xxi. 27; xxv. 31; 


This man said, gc. It is the property of falsity to be 
ever inconsistent, and to contradict itself; therefore 
they could not find two consistent testimonies, without 
which the Jewish law did not permit any person to be 
put to death. However, the hand of God was in this 
business: for the credit of Jesus, and the honour of 
the Christian religion, he would not permit him to be 
condemned on a false accusation; and, therefore, at 
Jast they were obliged to change their ground, and, to 
the eternal confusion of the unrighteous council, he is 
condemned on the very evidence of his own innocence, 
purity, and truth! 

Verse 61. I am able to destroy the temple of God | 
ist. These words were not fairly quoted. Jesus had 
said, John iil. 19, Destroy this temple, and I will build 
it again in three days. 2dly. The inuendo which 
they produce, applying these words to a pretended de- 
sign to destroy the temple at Jerusalem, was utterly 
unfair ; for these words he spoke of the temple of his 
body. Itis very easy, by means of a few small alter- 
ations, to render the most holy things and innocent 
persons odious to the world, and even to take away 
the life of the innocent. 

Verse 62. Answerest thou nothing ?] The accusation 
was so completely frivolous that it merited no notice : 
besides, Jesus knew that they were determined to put 
him to death, and that his hour was come; and that 
therefore remonstrance or defence would be of no use: 
he had often before borne sufficient testimony to the 
truth. 

Verse 63. I adjure thee by the living God] I put 
thee to thy oath. To this solemn adjuration Christ 
immediately replies, because he is now called on, in 
the name of God, to bear another testimony to the 
truth. The authority of God in the most worthless 
magistrate should be properly respected. However 
necessary our Lord saw it to be silent, when the ac- 
cusations were frivolous, and the evidence contradicto- 
ry, he felt no disposition to continue this silence, when 
questioned concerning a truth, for which he came into 
the world to shed his blood. 

Verse 64. Thou hast said] That is, I am the Christ, 
the promised Messiah, (see on ver. 25 ;) and you and 
this whole nation shall shortly have the fullest proof 
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XXVI. 


64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou 
hast said: nevertheless I say unto 
you, " Hereafter shall ye see the 
Son of man ‘sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

65 Then * the high priest rent his clothes, 
saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what far- 
ther need have we of witnesses: behold, now 
ye have heard his blasphemy. 

66 What think ye? They answered and 
said, ' He is guilty of death. 

67 ™ Then did they spit in his face, and buf- 


him of blasphemy. 


A. M. 4033 
A. D. 29. 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


John i.51; Rom. xiv. 10; 1 Thess. iv. 16; Rev. i. 7.—i Psa. ex.1; 
Acts vii. 55.——k 2 Kings xviii. 37; xix. 1. 1 Lev. xxiv. 16; 
John xix. 7——™ Isa. 1. 6; liii. 3; chap. xxvii. 30. 


of it: for hereafter, in a few years, ye shall see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of. power, fully 
invested with absolute dominion, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven, to execute judgment upon this wicked 
race. See chap. xxiv. 30. Our Lord appears to refer 
to Dan. vil. 13: One like the Son of man came with 
the clouds of heaven, &c. ‘This may also refer to the 
final judgment. 

Verse 65. The high priest rent his clothes] This 
rending of the high priest’s garments was expressly 
contrary to the law, Lev. x. 6, and xxi. 10. But it 
was a common method of expressing violent grief, Gen. 
Xxxvil. 29, 34; Job i. 20, and horror at what was 
deemed blasphemous or impious. 2 Kings xviii. 37; 
xix. 1; Acts xiv. 14. All that heard a blasphemous 
speech were obliged to rend their clothes, and never 
to sew them up again. See Lightfoot. 

He hath spoken blasphemy] Quesnel’s note on this 
is worthy of notice. “See here a false zeal, a mask 
of religion, and a passionate and seditious way of pro- 
ceeding, tending only to incense and stir up others, all 
which are common to those who would oppress truth 
by cabal, and without proof. By crying out, ‘ heresy, 
blasphemy, and faction,’ though contrary to all appear- 
ance, men fail not to stir up those in power, to gain 
the simple, to give some shadow of authority to the ill- 
disposed, to cast devout but-ignorant people into scru- 
ples, and thereby to advance the mystery of iniquity, 
which is the mystery of all ages.” This was the very 
plan his Catholic brethren adopted in this country, in 
the reign of Queen Mary, called the bloody queen, be- 
cause of the many murders of righteous men which she 
sanctioned at. the mouth of her Catholic priesthood. 

Verse 66. He is guilty of death.| Evoyog Oavarov 
eat, he is liable to death. All the forms of justice 
are here violated. The judge becomes a party and 
accuser, and proceeds to the verdict without examining 
whether all the prophecies concerning the Messiah, and 
the innumerable miracles which he wrought, did not 
justify him. Examination and proof are the ruin of all 
calumnies, and of the authors of them, and therefore 
they take care to keep off from these two things. See 
Quesnel, 

Verse 67. Then did they spit in his face] This was 
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Peter denies his Master 


A.M: 4033. feted him; and * others smote ham 


An. Olymp. with ° the palms of their hands, 
mee 68 Saying, » Prophesy unto us, 
thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee ? 

69 4 «Now Peter sat without in the palace: 
and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou 
also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 

70 But he denied before them all, saying, I 
know not what thou sayest. 

71 And when he was gone out into the porch, 
another maid saw him, and said unto them that 
were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


with oaths and curses. 


72 And again he denied with an 4,M. 4088. 

oath, I do not know the man. An. Olymp. 
CCID 1 

73 And after a while came unto 
him they that stood by, and said to Peter, 
Surely thou also art one of them; for thy 
* speech bewrayeth thee. 

74 Then * began he to curse and to swear, 
saying, | know not the man. And immediately 
the cock crew. 

75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, 
which said unto him, *t Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out 
and wept bitterly. 


n Luke xxii. 63; John xix. 3. © Or, rods. P Mark xiv. 65; 
Luke xxii. 64.——4 Mark xiv. 66; Luke xxii.55; John xviii. 16, 


17; 25: r Luke xxii. 59.——-s Mark xiv. 71. Ver. 34; Mark 
xiv. 30; Luke xxii. 61, 62; John xiii. 38. 


done as a mark of the most profound contempt. See 
Job xvi. 10, and xxx. 10; Isa. 1.6; Micah v.1. The 
judges now delivered him into the hands of the mod. 

And buffeted him| Smote him with their fists, 
exodagicav. This is the translation of Theophylact. 
Kodadifevv, says he, means, “ to beat with the hand, the 
jingers being clenched. vykaytowevov twv dakrvior, 
or, to speak more briefly, to buffet with the fist.” 

Smote him withthe palms of their hands] Eppatioav. 
Pamilo, says Suidas, means “ rarasae tyv yvabov anAn 
Ty xelpt, to smite the cheek with the open hand.” Thus 
they offered him indignity in all its various and vexa- 
tious forms. Insults of this kind are never forgiven 
by the world : Jesus not only takes no revenge, (though 
it be completely in his power,) but bears all with meek- 
ness, without even one word of reply. 

Verse 68. Prophesy unto us, thou Christ} Their 
conduct toward him now was expressly prophesied of, 
by a man whose Divine mission they did not pretend 
to deny; see Isa. 1]. 6. It appears that, before they 
buffeted him, they bound up his eyes, see Mark xiv. 65. 

Verse 69. A damsel came untohim| A maid servant, 
madioky. See this translation vindicated by Kypke. 

Thou also wast with Jesus] What a noble opportu- 
nity had Peter now to show his zeal for the insulted 
cause of truth, and his attachment to his Master. But, 
alas! he is shorn of his strength. Constables and 
mad servants are no conrpany for an apostle, except 
when he is delivering to them the message of salvation. 
Evil communications corrupt good manners. Had 
Peter been in better company, he would not have had 
so foul a fall. 

Verse 70. But he denied before them all] So the 
evil principle gains ground. Before, he followed at a 
distance, now he denies; this is the second gradation 
in his fall. 

Verse 71. Unto them that were there] Instead of 
Aeyet Tole Exel” Kat, More than one hundred MSS., many 
of which are of the first authority and antiquity, have 
Aeyer avToug exer kat, she saith unto them, this man 
was THERE also. I yather think this is the genuine 
reading. Tove might have been easily mistaken for 
avrotc, if the first syllable av were but a little faded 
in a MS. from which others were copied: and then 
the placing of the point after exev instead of after 
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avroic’ would naturally follow, as placed after rove, it 
would make no sense. Griesbach approves of this 
reading. 

Verse 72. And again he denied with an oath] This 
is a third gradation of his iniquity. He has told a lie, 
and he swears to support it. A liar has always some 
suspicion that his testimony is not credited, for he is 
conscious to his own falsity, and is therefore naturally 
led to support his assertions by oaths. 

Verse 73. Thy speech] Thy manner of speech, n 
Aadwa cov, that dialect of thine—his accent being dif- 
ferent from that of Jerusalem. From various exam- 
ples given by Lightfoot and Schoettgen, we find that 
the Galileans had a very corrupt pronunciation, fre- 
quently interchanging 8, 7, M, and y, and so blending 
or dividing words as to render them unintelligible, or 
cause them to convey a contrary sense. 

Bewrayeth thee.| Andaov ce moet, maketh thee mani- 
fest, from the Anglo-saxon bepnezan, to accuse, betray ; 
a word long since lost from our language. 

Verse 74. Then began he to curse and- to swear] 
Rather, Then he began positively to affirm—arabena- 
rice, from kara intensive, and tifyur [lay down, place, 
affirm. But the common reading is karavafeuarigecy, 
which signifies to wish curses on himself. The former 
reading is supported by almost every MS. of value, 
and is, beyond dispute, the true reading, and has been 
received by Griesbach into the text. The business is 
bad enough, but the common reading makes it worse. 
In ver. 72, Peter is said to deny with an oath; here, 
he positiwely affirms and swears, probably by the name 
of God, for this is the import of the word omrve.w. 
This makes the fourth and final gradation in the cli- 
max of Peter’s fall. From these awful beginnings it 
is not unfair to conclude that Peter might have gone 
almost as far as Judas himself, had not the traitorous 
business been effected before. Yet all this evil sprung 
simply from the fear of man. How many denials of 
Christ and his truth have sprung since, from the same 
cause ! 

The cock crew] This animal becomes, in the hand 
of God, the instrument of awaking the fallen apostle, 
at last, to a sense of his fall, danger, and duty. When 
abandoned of God, the smallest thing may become the 
occasion of a fall; and, when in the hand of God, the 
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smallest matter may become the instrument of our 
restoration. Let us never think lightly of what are 
termed Jittle sins: the smallest one has the seed of 
eternal ruin in it. Let us never think contemptibly of 
the feeblest means of grace: each may have the seed 
of eternal salvation in it. Let us ever remember 
that the great Apostle Peter fell through fear of a ser- 
vant maid, and rose through the crowing of a cock. 

Verse 75. Peter remembered the word of Jesus] St. 
Luke says, chap. xxii. 61, The Lord turned and looked 
upon Peter. So it appears he was nigh to our Lord, 
either at the time when the cock crew, or shortly after. 
The delicacy of this reproof was great—he must be 
reproved and alarmed, otherwise he will proceed yet 
Farther in his iniquity ; Christ is in bonds, and cannot 
go and speak to him; if he call aloud, the disciple is 
discovered, and falls a victim to Jewish malice and 
Roman jealousy ; he therefore does the whole by a look. 
In the hand of Omnipotence every thing is easy, and 
he can save by a few, as well as by many. 

He went out] He left the place where he had sin- 
ned, and the company which had been the occasion of 
his transgression. 

And wept bitterly.| Felt bitter anguish of soul, 
which evidenced itself by the tears of contrition which 
flowed plentifully from his eyes.- Let him that stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall! Where the mighty have 
been slain, what shall support the’ feeble? Only the 
grace of the atmicHty God. 

This transaction is recorded by the inspired penmen, 
ist. That all may watch unto prayer, and shun the 
occasions of sin. 2dly. That if a man be unhappily 
overtaken in a fault, he may not despair, but cast him- 
self immediately with a contrite heart on the infinite 
tenderness and compassion of God. See the notes 
on John xviii. 27. 

I have touched on the subject of our Lord’s anoint- 
ing but slightly in the preceding notes, because the 
controversy upon this point is not yet settled ; and, ex- 
cept to harnonists, it is a matter of comparatively little 
importance. Bishop Newcome has written largely on 
this fact, and I insert an extract from his notes. 


BISHOP NEWCOME’S ACCOUNT OF THE ANOINTING OF OUR 
LORD. 


* The histories of Jesus’ unction, in Matthew, Mark, 
and John, are accounts of the same fact. Hoc firwm 
maneat, eandem ab omnibus historiam referri. Calv. 
Harm. p. 375. 

“ The following objections to this position occur in 
Lightfoot, Whiston, Whitby, and Macknight. 

Ist. “The unction recorded by St. John happens 
six days before the passover; but the other unction 
is fixed to the second day before that feast. 

“ Ans. The day of the entertainment related John 
xii. 2, is not restrained to the sixth day before the 
passover. Quo die factum illi fuerit convivium, in 
quo a Maria unctus est, Johannes non exprimit. Calv. 
Harm. Johann. p. 144. Ver. 12, 13, much people are 
said to meet Jesus on the day after his arrival at Beth- 
any, not on the day after his unction. See ver. 9. St. 
John has recorded events on the sixth and on the fifth 
day before the passover ; and then, chap. xiil. 1, he pro- 
ceeds to the evening on which the passover was eaten. 
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XXVI. anointing of our Lord 
On this account he anticipates the history of Jesus’s 
unction ; and he naturally anticipates it on mentioning 
the place where it happened. 

2dly. “The scene in St. John is the house of Mar- 
tha, or of Lazarus; in the other evangelists, that of 
Simon the leper. 

“ Ans. St. John lays the scene in general at Bethany. 

“Tt seems probable that Lazarus would not have been 
called ei¢ ray dvaxeuévor, if he had been the host. 

* Martha, the sister of Lazarus, might show Jesus 
honour by ministering to him in any house as well as 
her own. ‘She was Simon’s neighbour, and perhaps 
his relation,’ Dr. Priestley, Harm. p. 102. Our Lord’s 
affection for Lazarus and his sister, and the recent 
miracle wrought on Lazarus, were very sufficient rea- 
sons for Simon’s invitation of such neighbouring guests. 

3dly. “St. John mentions the feet of Jesus as an- 
ointed by Mary, and wiped with her hair; the other evan- 
gelists say that the ointment was poured on Jesus’s head. 

* Ans. It is no where asserted that the unction 
was of Jesus’s head only, or of his feet only: both ac- 
tions are consistent ; and St. John, in his supplemental 
history, may very well have added the respectful con- 
duct of Mary, that, after having anointed Jesus’s head, 
she proceeded to anoint his feet, and even to wipe them 
with her hair. 

4thly. “In St. John, Judas alone murmurs : in St. 
Matthew, the disciples have indignation; or, as St. 
Mark expresses it, some have indignation among 
themselves. 

“ Ans.» Dr. Lardner says, Serm. vol. ii. p. 316: 
‘Tt is well known to be very common with all writers 
to use the plural number when one person only is in- 
tended; nor is it impossible that others might have 
some uneasiness about it, though they were far from 
being so disgusted at it as Judas was. And their con- 
cern for the poor was sincere : his was self-interested 
and mere pretence.’ 

“ Grotius’s words are: Reprehensa est hoc nomine 
mulier ab uno discipulorum ; nam ita pluralis accipr 
solet. 

5thly. “ The vindications of the woman by our 
Lord differ so much as to show that the occasions 
were different. 

“ Ans. St. John’s words are indeed thus misinter- 
preted by Baronius: Let her alone, that she may keep 
it against the day of my burial, alluding to Mark xvi, 
1. See Lightfoot, Harm. p. 27. See also Lightfoot, 
ib. 1.251. ‘She hath kept it yet, and not spent all ; 
that she may bestow it on a charitable use, the anoint- 
ing of my body to tts burial.’ 

“ Whiston also, Harm. 129, gives a wrong sense to 
the words.’ She hath spent but little of it now: she 
hath reserved the main part of it for a fitter tume, the 
day before my delivery to the Jews; making this a 
prediction of what passed, Matt. xxvi. 6-13 ; Mark 
xiv. 3-9. It must be observed that John xii. 7, there 
is a remarkable various reading : iva ei¢ rH jépav Ta 
évradiaona pe typhoy avts. See Wetstein, and add 
Codd. Vercell. and Veron. in Blanchini. Of this read- 
ing we have a sound interpretation in Mill, proleg. xlv. 
Sine eam ut opportune usa hoc unguento, velut ad 
sepulturam meam, jamjam occidendr, ulud servasse 
ostendatur. And likewise in Bengelius ad loc. who 
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observes that the common reading is, Faczlioris sensus 
causdé ; and adds, Verbum tnphon servaret, pendet ex 
preterito, cujus vis latet in apec abrhy, 1. e. Noli re- 
prehendere hanc, que unguentum ideo nec vendidit, nec 
pauperibus dedit, ut, &e. And the common reading is 
thus rightly explained by Lightfoot, 2,588. ‘If Ba- 
ronius’s exposition do not take, then add this clause :— 
Let her alone; for this may be an argument and sign 
that she hath not done this vainly, luxuriously, or upon 
any delicacy spent so costly an ointment upon me ; be- 
cause she hath reserved it for this time, wherein I am 
so near my grave and funeral, and poured it not on me 
before.’ Lardner’s comment, ubi supra, p. 312, is ap- 
plicable to the three evangelists. If this ointment 
were laid out upon a dead body, you would not think it 
too much. You may consider this anointing as an em- 
balming of me. The words are a prediction of Christ’s 
death, which was to happen on the third day after ; 
and they are a prediction beautifully taken from the 
occasion. She has done this to embalm me, Matt. 
She has anticipated the embalming of me, Mark. She 
has not sold this, ointment, and given it to the poor, 
that she might reserve it to this day, which is, as it 
were, the day of my embalming, so soon 1s my burial 
to follow, John. 

“Dr. Scott, on Matthew, quotes the following pas- 
sage from Theophylact : 00¢ jv roi¢ Isdaioug wera po- 
pov évtadidlery Td cOpata, O¢ Kal ol Atyimtwot erolev, 
dua To Gonnta Typeccba, Kai ivev dvowdiac. It was a 
custom among the Jews, as well as among the Hgyp- 
tians, to embalm the bodies of the dead, as well to keep 
them from putrefaction, as to prevent offensive smells. 

“‘ The expressions therefore of the three evangelists 
agree in sense and substance. J have explained the 
more difficult in St. John; leaving every one to his 
own judgment whether it be the true one or not; 
though I incline to think that the unusual phrase 
ought generally to be admitted into the text. 

“ 6thly. In St. John, Mary anoints Jesus; in Mat- 
thew and Mark, a woman not named. 

“ Ans. Lardner says, ubi supra, p. 315. ‘St. John 
having before given the history of the resurrection of 
Lazarus, it was very natural for him, when he came 
to relate this anointing of our Lord, to say by whom it 
was done. But the two former evangelists having 
never mentioned Lazarus or his sisters in their Gospels, 
when they came to relate this action forbear to men- 
tion any name, and speak only of a certain woman. 
Luke, x. 38-42, has an account of our Lord’s being 
entertained at the house of Martha. But he says no- 
thing of this anointing. If he had related it, I make 
no question that he, like St. John, would have said by 
whom it was done.’ Upon the whole, there is no solid 
objection to the hypothesis, that we have three accounts 
of the same transaction. But it is incredible that there 
should be two unctions of Jesus, in Bethany, within 
four days, not plainly distinguished from each other ; 
that the kind and price of the ointment should be the 
same; that the two actions should be censured in the 
same manner; and that words to the same effect 
should be used in defence of the woman who anointed 
Jesus, within so short a time, in the same place, and 
among the same persons. See Doddridge on John 
xi 1 As to the precise time of this transaction, it 
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is natural to conclude from the accounts of Matthew 
and Mark, that it happened two days before the pass- 
over. J had much pleasure in observing that Mr. 
Jebb, in his Harmony, assigns it the same order as [ 
do. I likewise find in Ward’s Dissertations, p. 112, 
the following remark. ‘John only mentions the day 
when Jesus came to Bethany, without specifying the 
time when he was entertained there by Simon the 
leper ; whereas the other two evangelists acquaint us 
with the day when that was done, and what followed 
upon it, with relation to Judas.’ And again, Wall 
says, Critical Notes, v. 3. p. 52: ‘ Wednesday he 
seems to have stayed at Bethany, and supped there. At 
which supper, Mary, sister of Lazarus, poured that 
ointment on his body which he interpreted to be for 
his burial.? And on John xii. 2: ‘This seems to be 
the same supper which Matthew and Mark do say was 
at the house of Simon the leper; for there it was that 
Mary anointed him. But then we must not take it to 
be the same night that he came to Bethany, but two 
days before the passover.’ 

“ That Judas went to the high priests on the even- 
ing or night of our Wednesday, may be collected from 
Matt. xxvi. 14-17, and the parallel places in this 
harmony; and he seems to have acted partly in dis- 
gust at what had passed. This is a good argument 
for fixing the unction for Wednesday. As it will ap- 
pear that the other apostles did not suspect his treach- 
ery, we may suppose that Judas withdrew himself 
clandestinely, probably after our Lord had retired to 
privacy and devotion. Our Lord’s words, Matt. xxvi. 
2, may have led Mary to show this respect to Jesus, 
lest no future opportunity should offer. See Lardner, 
ubt supra, p. 327. Dr. Priestley thinks that ‘if the 
verses that contain this story in Matt. xxvi. 6-13, be 
considered, they will be found to stand very awkwardly 
in their present situation, where they interrupt an ac- 
count of a consultation among the Jews about putting 
Jesus to death.’ Harm. p. 100. But it seems to me 
that the story has a remarkably apt connection with 
the preceding and subsequent history. The Jewish 
rulers consult how they may take Jesus by craft, and 
without raising a tumult among the people. An acci- 
dent happens which offends one of Jesus’s familiar 
attendants ; who immediately repairs to Jesus’s ene- 
mies, and receives from them a bribe to betray him in 
the absence of the multitude.” Newcome’s Harmony, 
Notes p. 39, &e. 

I have added the above, not from a conviction that 
the point is so elucidated as to settle the controversy, 
but merely to place before the reader both sides of the 
question. Still, sub judice lis est; and any man may 
doubt, consistently with the most genuine piety, whe- 
ther the relations given by the evangelists, concerning 
the anointing of our Lord, should be understood of 
two different unctions, at two different tines, in two 
different places, by two different persons ; or whether 
they are not different accounts, with some varying cir- 
cumstances, of one and the same transaction. I incline, 
at present, to the former opinion, but it would be rash 
to decide where so many eminently learned and wise 
men have disagreed. 


The question considered, whether our Lord ate the 


passover with his disciples before he suffered 2 
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Every candid person must allow that there are great 
difficulties relative to the time in which our Lord ate 
the last passover with his disciples. In the Introduc- 
tion to my Discourse on the nature and design of the 
Holy Eucharist, I have examined this subject at large, 
and considered the four following opinions, viz. 1. 
Our Lord did not eat the passover on the last year of 
his ministry. II. Our Lord did eat it that year; and 
at the same time with the Jews. JII. He did eat it 
that year, but not at the same time with the Jews. 
IV. He did eat a passover of his own instituting, but 
widely differing from that eaten by the Jews. The two 
first opinions do not appear to be solidly supported. 
The two last are of the most importance, are the most 
likely, and may be harmonized. I shall introduce a 
few observations on each in this place. And I. On 
the opinion that “our Lord did eat the passover this 
year, but not at the same time with the Jews.” 

Dr. Cudworth, who of all others has handled this 
subject best, has proved from the Talmud, Mishna, and 
some of the most reputable of the Jewish rabbins, that 
the ancient Jews, about our Saviour’s time, often 
solemnized as well the passovers as the other feasts, 
upon the ferias next before and after the Sabbaths. 
And, that as the Jews in ancient times reckoned the 
new moons, not according to astronomical exactness, 
but according to the ¢aow, or moon’s appearance : 
and, as this appearance might happen a day ater than 
the real time, consequently there might be a whole 
day of difference in the time of celebrating one of these 
feasts, which depended on a particular day of the 
month ; the days of the month being counted from the 
gacic, or appearance of the new moon. As he de- 
scribes the whole manner of doing this, both from the 
Babylonish Talmud, and from Maimonides, I shall give 
an extract from this part of his work, that my readers 
may have the whole argument before them. 

“Jn the great or outer court there was a house 
called Beth Yazek, where the senate sat all the 30th 
day of every month, to receive the witnesses of the 
moon’s appearance, and to examine them. If there 
came approved witnesses on the 30th day, who could 
state they had seen the new moon, the chief man of 
the senate stood up, and cried w3p9 mekuddash, it is 
sanctified ; and the people standing by caught the word 
from him, and cried, Mekuddash! mekuddash! But 
if, when the consistory had sat all the day, and there 
came no approved witnesses of the phasis, or appear- 
ance of the new moon, then they made an intercalation 
of one day in the former month, and decreed the fol- 
lowing one and thirtieth day to be the calends. But 
if, after the fourth or fifth day, or even before the end 
of the month, respectable witnesses came from far, 
and testified they had seen the new moon in its due 
time, the senate were bound to alter the beginning of 
the month, and reckon it a day sooner, viz. from the 
thirtieth day. 

“ As the senate were very unwilling to be at the 
trouble of a second consecration, when they had even 
fixed on a wrong day, and therefore received very re- 
luctantly the testimony of such witnesses as those last 
mentioned, they afterwards made a statute to this 
effeet— That whatsoever time the senate should conclude 
on for the calends of the month, though wt were certain 
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they were in the wrong, yet all were bound to order 
their feasts according to it.” This, Dr. Cudworth 
supposes, actually took place in the time of our Lord ; 
and “ as it is not likely that our Lord would submit to this 
perversion of the original custom, and that following 
the true ¢acve, or appearance of the new moon, con- 
firmed by sufficient witnesses, he and his disciples ate 
the passover on that day; but the Jews, following the 
pertinacious decree of the Sanhedrin, did not eat it till 
the day following.” Dr. C. farther shows from Hpi- 
phanius, that there was a contention, OopvBoc, a tumult, 
among the Jews about the passover, that very year. 
Hence it is likely that what was the real paschal day 
to our Lord, his disciples, and many other pious Jews 
who adopted the true ¢aove phasis, was only the pre- 
paration or antecedent evening to others, who acted 
on the decree of the senate. Besides, it is worthy of 
note, that not only the Karaites, who do not acknow- 
ledge the authority of the Sanhedrin, but also the rad- 
bins themselves grant that, where the case is doubtful, 
the passover should be celebrated with the same cere- 
momes, two days together; and it was always doubt- 
ful, when the appearance of the new moon could not 
be fully ascertained. 

Bishop Pearce supposes that it was lawful for the 
Jews to eat the paschal lamb at any time between the 
evening of Thursday, and that of Friday; and that 
this permission was necessary, because of the immense 
number of lambs which were to be killed for that pur- 
pose: as, in one year, there were not fewer than 
256,500 lambs offered. See Josephus, War, b. vii. c. 
9. sect. 3. In Matt. xxvi. ver. 17, it is said, Now 
the first day of the feast of unleavened bread, (r7 de 
TpaTy Tov avvuwv,) the disciples came to Jesus, saying 
unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 
eat the passover? As the feast of unleavened bread 
did not begin till the day after the passover, the fifteenth 
day of the month, Lev. xxiii. 5,6; Num. xxviii. 16, 
17, this could not have been properly the first day of 
that feast; but, as the Jews began to eat unleavened 
bread on the fourteenth day, Exod. xii. 18, this day 
was often termed the first of wnleavened bread. Now 
it appears that the evangelists use it in this sense, and 
call even the paschal day by this name, see Mark xiv. 
12; Luke xxi. 7. 

At first view, this third opinion, which states that 
Christ did eat the passover with his disciples that year, 
but not in the same hour with the Jews; and that he 
expired on the cross the same hour in which the pas- 
chal lamb was killed, seems the most probable. For it 
appears, from what has already been remarked, that 
our Lord and his disciples ate the passover some hours 
before the Jews ate theirs ; for they, according to cus- 
tom, ate theirs at the end of the fourteenth day, but 
Christ appears to have eaten his the preceding evening, 
which was the beginning of the same sixth day of the 
week, or Friday, for the Jews began their day at sun- 
setting ; we at midmght. Thus Christ ate the pass- 
over the same day with the Jews, but not on the same 
hour. Christ, therefore, kept this passover the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth day, the precise day in which 
the Jews had eaten their first passover in Egypt: see 
Exod. xii. 6-12. And in the same part of the same 
day in which they had sacrificed their first paschal 
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lamb, viz. between the two evenings, 1, e. between the 
sun’s declining west and his setting, Jesus, our pass- 
over was sacrificed for us. For it was the third hour, 
in the course of between 9 and 12, Mark xv. 25, that 
Christ was nailed to the cross: and in the course of 
the ninth hour, between 12 and 3 in the afternoon, 
Matt. xxvii. 46; Mark xv. 34, Jesus, knowing that 
the antetype had accomplished every thing shadowed 
forth by the type, said, “It is FINISHED,” Teredeorat, 
completed, perfected, and, having thus said, he bowed 
his head, and dismissed his spirit. See on John xix. 
14, 30. 

Probably there is but one objection of any force that 
lies against the opinion, that our Lord ate his passover 
some hours before the Jews in general ate theirs; which 
is that, if our Lord did eat the passover the evening 
before the Jews in general ate theirs, it could not have 
been sacrificed according to the law; nor is it at all 
likely that the blood was sprinkled at the foot of the 
altar. If, therefore, the blood was not thus sprinkled 
by one of the priests, that which constituted the very 
essence of the rite, as ordained by God, was lacking 
in that celebrated by our Lord. 

To this it is answered :—First, we have already 
seen. that, in consequence of the immense number of 
sacrifices to be offered on the paschal solemnity, it is 
highly probable the Jews were obliged to employ two 
days for this work. It is not at all likely that the 
blood of 256,500 lambs could be shed and sprinkled 
at one altar, in the course of one day, by all the priests 
in Jerusalem, or indeed in the Holy Land; since they 
had but that one altar where they could legally sprinkle 
the blood of the victims. 

Secondly, we have also seen that, in cases of doubt 
relative to the time of the appearance of the new moon, 
the Jews were permitted to hold the passover both 
days ; and that it is probable such a dubious case ex- 
isted at the time in question. In any of these cases 
the lamb might have been killed and its blood sprinkled 
according to the rules and ceremonies of the Jewish 
Church. 

Thirdly, as our Lord was the true paschal lamb, who 
was, in a few hours after this time, to bear away the 
sin of the world, he might dispense with this part of 
the ceremony, and act as Lord of his own institution 
in this, as he had done before in the case of the Sad- 
bath. At any rate, as it seems probable that he ate 
the passover at this time, and that he died about the 
time the Jews offered theirs, it may be fully presumed 
that he left nothing undone towards a due performance 
of the rite which the present necessity required, or the 
law of God could demand. 

The objection that our Lord and his disciples appear 
to have sat or reclined at table all the time they ate 
what is supposed above to have been the passover, 
contrary to the paschal institution, which required them 
to eat it standing, with their staves in their hands, their 
loins girded, and their shoes on, cannot be considered 
as having any great weight in it; for, though the 
terms avexecto, Matt, xxvi. 20, and averece, Luke xxii. 
14, are used in reference to their eating that evening, 
and these words signify reclining at table, or on a 
couch, as is the custom of the orientals, it does not 
follow that they must necessarily be restrained to that 
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meaning ; nor does it appear that this part of the cere- 
mony was much attended to, perhaps not at all, in the 
latter days of the Jewish Church. 

The second opinion which we have to examine is 
this: Our Lord did eat a passover of his own instituting 
but widely different from that eaten by the Jews. 

Mr. Toinard, in his Greek Harmony of the Gospels, 
strongly contends that our Lord did not eat what is 
commonly called the passover this year, but another, 
of a mystical kind. His chief arguments are the fol 
lowing :— 

It is indubitably evident, from the text of St. John, 
that the night on the beginning of which our Lord 
supped with his disciples, and instituted the holy sacra- 
ment, was not that on which the Jews celebrated the 
passover; but the preceding evening, on which the 
passover could not be legally offered. ‘The conclusion 
is evident from the following passages : John xii. 1. 
Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing, 
&e. Ver. 2. And supper, (not the paschal, but an 
ordinary supper,) being ended, &c. Ver. 27. That 
thou doest, do quickly. Ver. 28. Now no one at the 
table knew for what intent he spake this. Ver. 29. 
For some thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus 
had said unto him, Buy what we have need of against 
the feast, &c. Chap. xviii. 28. Then led they Jesus 
from Caiaphas to the hall of judgment, and it was 
early ; and they themselves went not into the judg- 
ment hall, lest they should be defiled, but that they 
might eat the passover. Chap. xix. 14. And it was 
the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth 
hour. Now as it appears that at this time the disciples 
thought our Lord had ordered Judas to go and bring 
what was necessary for the passover, and they were 
then supping together, it is evident that it was not 
the paschal lamb on which they were supping ; and it 
is as evident, from the unwillingness of the Jews to 
go into the hall of judgment, that they had not as yet 
eaten the passover. ‘These words are plain, and can 
be taken in no other sense, without offering them the 
greatest violence. 

Mr. Toinard, having found that our Lord was eru- 
cified the sixth day of the week, (Friday,) during the 
paschal solemnity, in the thirty-third year of the vulgar 
zra, and that the paschal moon of that year was not 
in conjunction with the sun till the afternoon of Thurs- 
day the 19th of March, and that the new moon could 
not be seen in Judea until the following day, (Friday,) 
concluded that the intelligence of the dacuc, or appear- 
ance of the new moon, could not be made by the wit- 
nesses to the deth din, or senate, sooner than Satur- 
day morning, the 21st of March. That the first day 
of the first Jewish month, Nisan, could not commence 
that thirty-third year sooner than the setting of the 
sun on Friday, March 20th; and, consequently, that 
Friday, April 3d, on which Christ died, was the 14th 
of Nisan, (not the 15th,) the day appointed by the law 
for the celebration of the passover. All these points 
he took care to have ascertained by the nicest astro- 
nomical calculations, in which he was assisted by a 
very eminent astronomer and mathematician, Bullial- 
dus. (Mr. Bouilleau.) 

These two last opinions, apparently contradictory. 
and which alone, of all those offered on the subject, 
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deserve consideration, may be brought to harmonize. 
That Jesus ate the passover with his disciples the eve- 
ning before the Jews ate theirs, seems pretty clearly 
proved from the text of St. Luke, and the arguments 
founded on that text. 

All that is asswmed there, to make the whole con- 
sistent, is, that the Jews that year held the passover 
both on the 13th and 14th of Nisan, because of the 
reasons already assigned ; and that therefore Peter and 
John, who were employed on this business, might have 
got the blood legally sprinkled by the hands of a priest, 
which was all that was necessary to the legality of 
the rite. 

But, secondly, should it appear improbable that such 
double celebration took place at this time, and that our 
Lord could not have eaten the passover that year with 
his disciples, as he died on the very hour on which the 
paschal lamb was slain, and consequently before he 
could legally eat the passover, how then can the text 
ef St. Luke be reconciled with this fact? I answer, 
with the utmost ease ; by substituting @ passover for 
the passover, and simply assuming that our Lord at 
this time instituted the holy rucnarist, in place of the 
PASCHAL LAMB: and thus it will appear he ate a pass- 
over with his disciples the evening before his death, 
viz. the mystical passover, or sacrament of his body 
and blood; and that this was the passover which he so 
ardently longed to eat with his disciples before he suf- 
fered. This is the opinion of Mr. Toinard, and, if 
granted, solves every difficulty. Thus the whole con- 
troversy 1s brought into a very narrow compass: Our 
Lord did eat a passover with his disciples some short 
time before he died :—the question is, What passover 
did he eat—the regular legal passover, or a mystical 
one? That he ate a passover is, I think, demon- 
strated : but whether the literal or mystical one, is a 
matter of doubt. On this point, good and learned men 
may innocently hesitate and differ: but on either hy- 
pothesis, the text of the evangelists is unimpeachable, 
and all shadow of contradiction done away: for the 
question then rests on the peculiar meaning of names 
and words. 
the passover must be considered as implying no more 
than—1. Providing a convenient room. 2. Bringing 
water for the baking on the following day, because on 
that day the bringing of the water would have been 
unlawful. 3. Making inquisition for the leaven, that 
every thing of this kind might be removed from the 
house where the passover was to be eaten, according 
to the very strict and awful command of God, Exod. 
Xi. 15-20; xxiii. 15; xxxiv. 25. These, it is pro- 
bable, were the acts of preparation which the disciples 
were commanded to perform, Matt. xxvi. 11; Mark 
xiv. 13, 14; Luke xxii. 8-11, and which, on their 
arrival at the city, they punctually executed. See 
Matt. xxvi. 19; Mark xiv. 16; Luke xxii. 13. Thus 
every thing was prepared, and the holy sacrament in- 
stituted, which should, in the Christian Church, take 
place of the Jewish passover, and continue to be a 
memorial of the sacrifice which Christ was about to 
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make by his death on the cross: for as the paschal 
lamb had showed forth his death till he came, this 
death fulfilled the design of the rite, and sealed up the 
vision and prophecy. 

All preparations for the true paschal sacrifice being 
now made, Jesus was immediately betrayed, shortly 
after apprehended, and in a few hours expired upon the 
cross. It is therefore very likely that he did not Ut- 
eraily eat the passover this year; and may I not add, 
that it is more than probable that the passover was not 
eaten in the whole land of Judea on this occasion ? 
The rending of the vail of the temple, Matt. xxvii. 
51; Mark xv. 38; Luke xxiii. 45, the terrible earth. 
quake, Matt. xxvil. 51-54, the dismal and unnatural 
darkness, which was over the whole land of Judea, 
from the sixth hour, (twelve o’clock,) to the ninth hour 
(i. e. three o’clock in the afternoon,) with all the other 
prodigies which took place on this awful occasion, we 
may naturally conclude, were more than sufficient to 
terrify and appal this guilty nation, and totally to pre- 
vent the celebration of the paschal ceremonies. In- 
deed, the time in which killing the sacyifices, and 
sprinkling the blood of the lambs, should have been 
performed, was wholly occupied with these most dread- 
ful portents ; and it would be absurd to suppose that, 
under such terrible evidences of the Divine indigna- 
tion, any religious ordinances or festive preparations 
could possibly have taken place. 

My readers will probably be surprised to see the 
preceding opinions so dissentient among themselves, 
and the plausible reasons by which they are respec- 
tively supported, where each seems by turns to prevail. 
When I took up the question, [ had no suspicion that 
it was encumbered with so many difficulties. These I 
now feel and acknowledge; nevertheless, I think the 
plan of reconciling the texts of the evangelists, par- 
ticularly St. Luke and St. John, which I have adopted 
above, is natural, and, 1 am in hopes, will not appear 
altogether unsatisfactory to my readers. On the sub 
ject, circumstanced as it is, hypothesis alone can pre- 
vail; for indubitable evidence and certainty cannot be 
obtained. The morning of the resurrection is probably 
the nearest period in which accurate information on 
this point can be expected. Je suis trompé, says 
Bouilleau, si cete question peut étre jamais bien eclair- 
cle. “If I be not mistaken, this question wil never 
be thoroughly understood.” It would be presumptu- 
ous to say, Christ did eat the passover this last year 
of his ministry: it would be as hazardous to say he did 
not eat it. The middle way is the safest; and it is 
that which is adopted above. One thing is sufficiently 
evident, that Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacri- 
ficed for us; and that he has instituted the holy eucha- 
rist, to be a perpetual memorial of that his precious 
death until his coming again: and they who, with a 
sincere heart, and true faith in his passion and death, 
partake of it, shall be made partakers of his most 
blessed body and blood. Reader, praise God for the 
atonement, and rest not without an application of it to 
thy own soul. j 


passover before he sufferea 
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Jesus is bound and ST. MATTHEW. delivered to Pilate. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


In the morning, Christ is bound and delivered to Pontius Pilate, 1, 2. Judas, seeing his Master condemned, 
repents, acknowledges his transgression to the chief priests, attests Christ's innocence, throws down the 
money, and goes and hangs himself, 3-5. They buy the potter's field with the money, 6-10. Christ, 
questioned by Pilate, refuses to answer, 11-14. Pilate, while inquiring of the Jews whether they would 
have Jesus or Barabbas released, receives a message from his wife to have nothing to do in this wicked 
business, 15-19. The multitude, influenced by the chief priests and elders, desire Barabbas to be released, 
and Jesus to be crucified, 20-23. Pilate attests his innocence, and the people make themselves and their pos- 
terity responsible for his blood, 24,25. Barabbas is released, and Christ is scourged, 26. The soldiers strip 
him, clothe him with a scarlet robe, crown him with thorns, mock, and variously insult him, 27—31. Simon 
compelled to bear his cross, 32. They bring him to Golgotha, give him vinegar mingled with gall to drink, 
crucify him, and cast lots for his raiment, 33-36. His accusation, 37. Two thieves are crucified with 
him, 38. He is mocked and insulted while hanging on the cross, 39-44. The awful darkness, 45. Jesus 
calls upon God, is offered vinegar to drink, expires, 46-50. Prodigies that accompanied and followed his 
death, 51-53. He is acknowledged by the centurion, 54. Several women behold the crucifixion, 55, 56. 
Joseph of Arimathea begs the body of Pilate, and deposites it in his own new tomb, 57-60. The women 
watch the sepulchre, 61. The Jews consult with Pilate how they may prevent the resurrection of Christ, 
62-64. He grants them a guard for the sepulchre, and they seal the stone that stopped the mouth of the 


tomb where he was laid, 65, 66. 


Shh A083 WHEN the morning was come, 
As, Olymp @all the chief priests and 


—__ elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death: 
2 And when they had bound him, they led 


him away, and ” delivered him to 4, M. 4033. 
Pontius Pilate the governor. An; baa: 
3 9° Then Judas, which had be- Ss 
trayed him, when he saw that he was con 
demned, repented himself, and brought agam 


aPsa. ii. 2; Mark xv. 1; Luke xxii. 66; xxiii. 1; John 
xviii. 28. 
NOTES ON CHAP XXVII. 

Verse 1. When the morning was come] As soon 
as it was light—took counsel against Jesus. 'They had 
begun this counsel the preceding evening, see chap. 
xxvi.59. But as it was contrary to all forms of law to 
proceed against a person’s life by nzght, they seem to 
have separated for a few hours, and then, at the break 
of day, came together again, pretending to conduct the 
business according to the forms of law. 

To put him to death] They had already determined 
his death, and pronounced the sentence of death on 
him; chap. xxvi. 66. And now they assemble under 
the pretence of reconsidering the evidence, and deli- 
berating on it, to give the greater appearance of justice 
to their conduct. They wished to make it appear that 
“they had taken ample time to consider of it, and, 
from the fullest conviction, by the most satisfactory 
and conclusive evidence, they had now delivered him 
into the hands of the Romans, to meet that death to 
which they had-adjudged him.” 

Verse 2. They—delivered him to Pontius Pilate] 
The Sanhedrin had the power of life and death in their 
own hands in every thing that concerned religion; but 
as they had not evidence to put Christ to death because 
of false doctrine, they wished to give countenance to 
their conduct by bringing in the civil power, and there- 
fore they delivered him up to Pilate as one whoaspir- 
ed to regal dignities, and whom he must put to death, 
if he professed to be Cesar’s friend. Pontius Pilate 
governed Judea ten years under the Emperor Tiberius ; 
but, having exercised great cruelties against the Sama- 
ritans, they complained of him to the emperor, in con- 
sequence of which he was deposed, and sent in exile 
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Acts ii. 13. © Chap. xxvi. 


14, 15. 


19)° 


b Chap. xx. 


to Vienna, in Dauphiny, where he killed himself two 
years after. 

Verse 3. Judas—awhen he saw that he was condemn 
ed, repented] ‘There is much of the wisdom and good- 
ness of God to be seen in this part of Judas’s conduct. 
Had our Lord been condemned to death on the evi- 
dence of one of his own disciples, it would have fur- 
nished infidels with a strong argument against Christ 
and the Christian religion. ‘ One of his own disciples, 
knowing the whole imposture, declared it to the Jewish 
rulers, in consequence of which he was put to death 
as an impostor and deceiver.” But the traitor, being 
stung with remorse, came and acknowledged his crime, 
and solemnly declared the innocence of his Master, 
threw back the money which they gave him to induce 
him to do this villainous act ; and, to establish the evi- 
dence which he now gave against them and himself, 
in behalf of the innocence of Christ, hanged himself, or 
died through excessive grief and contrition. Thus the 
character of Christ was rescued from all reproach ; in- 
fidelity deprived of the- power to cry “ imposture !”? 
and the Jewish rulers overwhelmed with eternal in- 
famy. If it should ever be said, ‘ One who knew him: 
best delivered him up as an impostor,”—to this it may 
be immediately answered, “ The same person, struck 
with remorse, came and declared his own guilt, and ' 
Christ’s innocence ; accused and convicted the Jewish 
rulers, in the open council, of having hired him to do 
this iniquitous action, threw them back the bribe they 
had given him, and then hanged himself through dis- 
tress and despair, concluding his iniquity in this busi- 
ness was too great to be forgiven.” Let him who 
chooses, after this plenary evidence to the innocence 
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Judas hangs himself. CHAP. 
A.M.4033. the thirty pieces of silver to the 


Peg chief priests and elders, 
4 Saying, I have sinned in that I 
have betrayed the innocent blood. And they 
said, What zs that to us? see thou to that. 
5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in 
the temple, ‘and departed, and went and 
hanged himself. 
6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, 


XXVII. The potter's field bought. 
and said, It is not lawful for to put ce 


them into the treasury, because it is 9 eae 
the price of blood. sae 

7 And they took counsel, and bought with 
them the potter’s field to bury strangers in. 

8 Wherefore that field was called * The 
field of blood unto this day. 

9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken 
by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they 


42 Sam. xvii. 23; Acts i. 18. 


e Acts i, 19.——f Zech. xi. 12, 13. 


of Christ, continue the objection, and cry out impos- 
ture! take heed that Ae go not and do Likewise. 
Caiaphas, Pilate, and Judas have done so already, 
and I have known several, who have called Christ an 
impostor, who have cut their own throats, shot, drown- 
ed, or hanged themselves. God is a jealous God, and 
highly resents every thing that is done and said against 
that eternal truth that came to man through Jesus 
Christ, by the Holy Spirit. Indeed, there is one class 
of Deists, viz. those who are vicious in their lives, and 
virulent in their opposition to Christianity, who gene- 
rally bring themselves to an untimely end. 

Verse 4. Innocent blood.| Aya afwov, a Hebraism, 
for an innocent man. But instead of afwov, innocent, 
two ancient MSS., Syriac, Vulgate, Sahidic, Arme- 
mean, and all the Itala; Origen, Cyprian, Lucifer, 
Ambrose, Leo, read dixatov, righteous, or just. 

What is that to us 2] What is itt—A great deal. 
You should immediately go and reverse the sentence 
you have pronounced, and liberate the innocent person. 
But this would have been justice, and that would have 
been a stranger at their tribunal. 

Verse 5. In the temple] Naog signifies, properly, the 
temple itself, into which none but the priests were per- 
mitted to enter; therefore ey tw vaw must signify, 
near the temple, by the temple door, where the boxes 
stood to receive the free-will offerings of the people, 
for the support and repairs of the sacred edifice. See 
this amply proved by Kypke. 

Hanged himself] Or was strangled—arnyéaro. 
Some eminent critics believe that he was only suffo- 
cated by excessive grief, and thus they think the ac- 
count here given will agree with that in Acts i. 18. 
Mr. Wakefield supports this meaning of the word with 
great learning andis.genuity. I have my doubts—the 
old method of reconciling the two accounts appears to 
me quite plausible—he went and strangled himself, 
and the rope breaking, he fell down, and by the vio- 
lence of the fall his body was bursted, and his bowels 
gushed out. I have thought proper, on a matter of 
such difficulty, to use the word strangled, as possess- 
ing a middle meaning between choking or suffocation 
by excessive grief, and hanging, as an act of suicide. 
See the note on chap. x. ver. 4. Dr. Lightfoot is of 
gpinion that- the devil caught him up into the air, 
strangled him, and threw him down on the ground with 
violence, so that his body was burst, and his guts shed 
out! This was an ancient tradition. 

Verse 6. The treasury] Kopavav—the place 
whither the people brought their free-will offerings for 
the service of the temple, so called from the Hebrew 

1 


{27p korban, AN orrerRine, from 37) karab, he drew 
nigh, because the person who brought the gift came 
nigh to that place where God manifested his glory be- 
tween the cherubim, over the mercy-seat in the most 
holy place. It is from this idea that the phrase to 
draw ngh to God is taken, which is so frequently used 
in the sacred writings. 

Because it is the price of blood.| “What hypo- 
crites, as one justly exclaims, to adjudge an innocent 
man to death, and break the eternal laws of justice and 
mercy without scruple, and to be, at the same time, so 
very nice in their attention to a ceremonial direction of 
the law of Moses! Thus it is that the devil often 
deludes many, even among the priests, by a false and 
superstitious tenderness of conscience in things indif- 
ferent, while calumny, envy, oppression of the inno- 
cent, and a conformity to the world, give them no 
manner of trouble or disturbance.” See Quesnel- 

Verse 7. To bury strangers in.| Totc &evotc, the 
strangers, probably meaning, as some learned men con- 
jecture, the Jewzsh strangers who might have come to 
Jertisalem, either to worship, or on some other business, 
and died there during their stay. See here, the very 
money for which the blessed Jesus was sold becomes 
subservient to the purpose of mercy and kindness ! 
The bodies of strangers have a place of rest in the 
field purchased by the price at which his life was 
valued, and the souls of strangers and foreigners have 
a place of rest and refuge in his blood which was 
shed as a ransom price for the salvation of the whole 
world. 

Verse 8. The field of blood} In vain do the wicked 
attempt to conceal themselves; God makes them in- 
strumental in discovering their own wickedness. Judas, 
by returning the money, and the priests, by laying it 
out, raise to themselves an eternal monument—the 
one of his treachery, the others of their perfidiousness, 
and both of the innocence of Jesus Christ. As long 
asthe Jewish polity continued, it might be said, “ This is 
the field that was bought from, the potter with the 
money which Judas got from the high priests for be- 
traying his Master ; which he, in deep compunction of 
spirit, brought back to them, and they bought this 
ground for a burial-place for strangers: for as it was 
the price of the blood of an innocent man, they did 
not think proper to let it rest in the treasury of the 
temple where the traitor had thrown it, who after- 
wards, in despair, went and hanged himself.” What a 
standing proof must this have been of the innocence 
of Christ, and of their perfidy ! 

Verse 9. Jeremy the prophet] The words quoted 
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Jesus 1s examined 


tai took the thirty pieces of silver, the 


An. Olymp. price of him that was valued, 
oct) & whom they of the children of 
Israel did value ; 

10 And gave them for the potter’s field, as 
the Lord appointed me. 

11 And Jesus stood before the governor: 
h and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou 
the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto 
him, ‘ Thou sayest. 

12 And when he was accused of the 
chief priests and elders, *he answered no- 
thing. : 

13 Then said Pilate unto him, ! Hearest 


ST. MATTHEW. 


before Pontius Pilate. 


; _M. 4033. 
thou not how many things they Aaht. 3 

. : 2 An. Olymp. 
witness against thee eres 


14 And he answered him to never 
a word; insomuch that the governor marvel- 
led. greatly. 

15 ¥ ™ Now at that feast the governor was 
wont to release unto the people a prisoner, 
whom they would. 

16 And they had then a notable prisoner, 
called Barabbas. 

17 Therefore when they were gathered to- 
gether, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye 
that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus 
which is called Christ ? : 


& Or, whom they bought of the children of Israel.— Mark xv. 
2; Luke xxiii. 3; John xviii. 33——' John xviii. 37; 1 Tim. 


vi. 13. k Chap. xxvi. 63; John xix. 9. 1Chap. xxvi. 62; 
John xix. 10.—™ Mark xv. 6; Luke xxiii. 17; John xviii. 39. 


here are not found in the Prophet Jeremiah, but in 
Zech. xi. 13. But St. Jerome says that a Hebrew of 
the sect of the Nazarenes showed him this prophecy 
in a Hebrew apocryphal copy of Jeremiah; but pro- 
bably they were inserted there only to countenance the 
quotation here. 

One of Colbert’s, a MS. of the eleventh century, has 
Zayapiov, Zechariah; so has the later Syriac in the 
margin, and a copy of the Arabic quoted by Bengel. 
In a very elegant and correct MS. of the Vulgate, in 
my possession, written in the fourteenth century, Zacha- 
riam isin the margin, and Jeremiam in the text, but 
the former is written by a later hand. Jeremiah is 
wanting in two MSS., the Syriac, later Persic, two 
of the Jala, and in some other Latin copies. It is 
very likely that the original reading was dca Tot mpo- 
éntov, and the name of no prophet mentioned. This 
is the more likely, as Matthew often omits the name 
of the prophet in his quotations. See chap. i. 22; ii. 5, 
15; xii. 35; xxi. 4. Bengel approves of the omission, 

It was an ancient custom among the Jews, says Dr. 
Lightfoot, to divide the Old Testament into three parts : 
the first beginning with the law was called THE Law; 
the second beginning with the Psalms was called THE 
PSALMS ; the third beginning with the prophet in ques- 
tion was called Jerem1an : thus, then, the writings of 

‘Zechariah and the other prophets being included in 
that division that began with Jeremiah, all quotations 
from it would go under the name of this prophet. If 
this be admitted, it solves the difficulty at once. Dr. 
Lightfoot quotes Baba Bathra, and Rabbi Dayid 

’ Kimchi’s preface to the prophet Jeremiah, as his au- 

. thorities.; and insists that the word Jeremiah is per- 
fectly correct as standing at the head of that division 
from which the evangelist quoted, and which gave its 
denomination to all the rest. But Jeremiah is the 
reading in several MSS. of the Coptic. It is in one 
of the Coptic Dictionaries in the British Museum, and 
in a Coptic MS. of Jeremiah, in the library of St. 
German. So I am informed by the Rey. Henry 
Tattam, Rector of St. Cuthbert’s, Bedford. 

Verse 11. Before the governor] My old MS. 
English Bible translates nyjwov PAevr cheek justyse, 
Presevent. 
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Art thou the King of the Jews?| The Jews had 
undoubtedly delivered him to Pilate as one who was 
rising up against the imperial authority, and assuming 
the regal office. See on ver. 2. 

Verse 12. He answered nothing.| An answer to 
such accusations was not necessary : they sufficiently 
confuted themselves. 

Verse 14. Marvelled greatly.| Silence under calumny 
manifests the utmost magnanimity. The chief priests 
did not admire this because it confounded them ; but 
Pilate, who had no interest to serve by it, was 
deeply affected. This very silence was predicted. 
Tsai Ui .57/: 

- Verse 15. The governor was wont to release} 
Whence this custom originated among the Jews is not 
known,—prebably it was intreduced by the Romans 
themselves, or by Pilate, merely to oblige the Jews, 
by showing them this public token of respect ; but if 
it originated with him, he must have had the authority 
of Augustus; for the Roman laws never gave such 
discretionary power to any governor. 

Verse 16. A notable prisoner—Barabbas.| This 
person had, a short time before, raised an insurrection 
in Jerusalem, in which it appears, from Mark xv. 7, 
some lives were lost. In some MSS., and in the Ar- 
menian and Syriac Hieros., this man has the surname 
of Jesus. Professor Birch has discovered this reading 
in a Vatican MS., written in 949, and numbered 354, 
in which is a marginal note which has been attributed 
to Anastasius, bishop of Antioch, and to Chrysostom, 
which asserts that in the most ancient MSS. the pas- 
sage was as follows :—Tuva Oedete azo Tw dvw aro- 
Avow vir, IN Tov BapaBBav, n IN Tov Aeyouevov XN : 
Which of the two do ye wish me to release unto you, 
Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ? As 
Jesus, or Joshua, was a very common name among 
the Jews, and as the name of the father was often 
joined to that of the son, as Swmon Barjonah, Simon, 
son of Jonah; so it is probable it was the case here, 
Jesus Barabba, Jesus, son of Abba, or Abdiah. Tf 
this name were originally written as above, which I 
am inclined to believe, the general omission of JESUS 
in the MSS. may be accounted for from the over 
zealous scrupulosity of Christian copyists, who were 


Barabbas, a murderer, 


a. 18 For he knew that for envy 


“ecu? they had delivered him. 

= (19 9 When he was set down 
on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, 
saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just 
man: for I have suffered many things this day 
in a dream because of him.) 

20 4 ™ But the chief priests and elders per- 
suaded the multitude that they should ask 
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 

21 The governor answered and said unto 
them, Whether of the twain will ye that I 
release unto you? ‘They said, Barabbas. 

22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do 


CHAP. 


XXVII. 


then with Jesus, which is called 4: pe Os, 
Christ? They all say unto him, An. bs Giypar 
Let him be crucified. ——— 

23 And the governor said, Why, what evil 
hath he done? But they cried out the more, 
saying, Let him be crucified. 

24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, 
he ° took water, and washed his hands before 
the multitude, saying, I am imnocent of the 
blood of this just person: see ye to zt. 

25 ‘Then answered all the people, and said, 
P His blood be on us, and on our children. 

26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: 


as preferred to Christ. 


n Mark xv. 11; Luke xxiii. 18; John xviii. 40; Acts iii. 14. 


© Deut. xxi. 6. 


P Deut. xix. 10; Josh. ii. 19; 1 Kings ii. 32; 2 Sam. i. 16; 


Acts v. 28. 


unwilling that a murderer should, in the same verse, 
be honoured with the name of the Redeemer of the 
world. See Birch in New Test. 

Verse 18. For envy] Ata dfovov, through malice. 
Then it was his business, as an upright judge, to have 
dispersed this mob, and immediately released Jesus. 

Seeing malice is capable of putting even Christ 
himself to death, how careful should we be not to let 
the least spark of it harbour in our breast. Let it be 
remembered that malice as often originates from envy 
as it does from anger. 

Verse 19. [have suffered many things—in a dream] 
There is no doubt that God had appeared unto this 
~ woman, testifying the innocence of Christ, and show- 
ing the evils which should pursue Pilate if this inno- 
cent blood should be shed by his authority. See 
verse 2. 

Verse 20. Ask Barabbas| Who had raised an inswr- 
rection and committed murder—and to destroy Jesus, 
whose voice was never heard in their streets, and 
who had, during the space of three years and a half, 
gone about unweariedly, from village to village, in- 
structing the ignorant, healing the diseased, and raising 
the dead. ® 

Verse 21. They said, Barabbas.| What a fickle 
crowd! A little before they all hailed him as the 
Son of David, and acknowledged him as a gift from 
God; now they prefer a murderer to him! But this it 
appears they did at the instigation of the chief priests. 
We see here how dangerous wicked priests are in the 
Church of Christ ; when pastors are corrupt, they are 
capable of inducing their flock to prefer Barabbas to 
Jesus, the world to God, and the pleasures of sense to 
the salvation of their souls. ‘The invidious epithet 
which a certain statesman gaye to the people at large 
was, in“its utmost latitude, applicable to these Jews,— 
they were a SWINISH MULTITUDE. 

Verse 22. What shall I do then with Jesus 2] 
Showing, hereby, that it was his wish to release him. 

Verse 23. What evil hath he done 2} Pilate plainly 
saw that there was nothing laid to his charge for which, 
consistently with the Roman laws, he could condemn 
nim. 

But they cried out the more] What strange fury 
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and injustice! They could not answer Pilate’s ques- 
tion, What evil hath he done? He had done none, 
and they knew he had done none; but they are deter- 
mined on his death. 

Verse 24. Pilate—took water, and washed his 
hands| ‘Thus signifying his innocence. It-was a cus- 
tom among the Hebrews, Greeks, and Latins, to wash 
the hands in token of innocence, and to show that they 
were pure from any imputed guilt. In case of an un- 
discovered murder, the elders of that city which was 
nearest to the place where the dead body was found, 
were required by the law, Deut. xxi. 1-10, to wash 
their hands over the victim which was offered to expi- 
ate the crime, and thus make public protestation of their 
own innocence. David says, I will wash my hands 
in innocence, so shall I compass thine altar, Psa. xxvf. 
6. As Pilate knew Christ was mnocent, he should 
have prevented his death: he had the armed force at 
his command, and should have dispersed this infamous 
mob. Had he been charged with countenancing a 
seditious person, he could have easily cleared himself, 
had the matter been brought before the emperor. He, 
therefore, was inexcusable. 

Verse 25. His blood be on us and on our children.| 
If this man be innocent, and we put him to death as a 
guilty person, may the punishment due to such a crime 
be visited upon us, and upon our children after us !— 
What a dreadful imprecation! and how literally ful- 
filled! ‘The notes on chap. xxiv. will show how they 
fell victims to their own imprecation, being visited 
with a series of calamities unexampled in the history 
of the world. They were visited with the same kind 
of punishment.; for the Romans crucified them in such 
numbers when Jerusalem was taken, that there was 
found a deficiency of crosses for the condemned, and 
of places for the crosses. ‘Their children or descend- 
ants have had the same curse entailed upon them, and 
continue to this day a proof of the innocence of Christ, 
the truth of his religion, and of the justice of 
God. 

Verse 26. Scourged Jesus] This is allowed to 
have been a very severe punishment of*itself among 
the Romans, the flesh being generally cut by the whips 
used for this purpose: so the poet— 
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Jesus is scourged, mocked, 


a ee and when ‘he had scourged Je- 


An. Olymp. sus, he delivered him to be cru- 
CCII.1 
cified. 

27 %* Then the soldiers of the governor 
took Jesus into the *common hall, and ga- 
thered unto him the whole band of soldiers. 

28 And they stripped him, and * put on him 
a scarlet robe. 


ST. MATTHEW. 


and variously insulted. 


29 "And when they had platted 4, ™ 43 

a crown of thorns, they put 7é upon a Ope: 
ep viinis ola IE. 1. 

his head, and a reed in his right 
hand: and they bowed the 186 before him, 
and mocked him, saying, Hail, king of the 
Jews! 

30 And *they spit upon him, and took the 


reed, and smote him on the head. 


qIsa. lili. 5; Mark xv.15; Luke xxii. 16, 24, 25; John xix. 
1, 16.—* Mark xv. 16; John xix. 2. 
Hlorribilt srctere flagello. 
“To be cut by the horrible whip.”—Hor. Sat. I. 3. 
119. And sometimes, it seems, they were whipped 
to death.” See the same poet, Sat. I. 2. 41. 


Tlle FLAGELLIS 
AD MORTEM ceésus. 


See also Horat. Epod. od. iv. v. 11. 

It has been thought that Pilate might have spared 
this additional cruelty of whipping ; but it appears that 
it was a common custom to scourge those criminals 
which were to be crucified, (see Josephus De Bello, 
lib. ii. c. 25,) and lenity in Christ’s case is not to be 
allowed ; he must take all the misery in full tale. 

Delivered him to be crucified.| Tacitus, the Roman 
historian, mentions the death of Christ in very remark- 
able terms :— 

Nero—quesitissimis penis affecit, quos—vulgus 
Curistianos appellabat. Auctor nominis ejus CHRISTUS, 
gut Tiberio wmperitante, per Procuratorem Pontiium 
Pilatum supplicio affectus erat.—‘ Nero put those 
who commonly went by the name of Christians to the 
most exquisite tortures. ‘The author of this name was 
Curist, who was capitally punished in the reign of 
Tiperius, by Pontius Prater the Procuraror.” 

Verse 27. The common hall] Or, pretorium.— 
Called so from the pretor, a principal magistrate among 
the Romans, whose business it was to administer jus- 
tice in the absence of the consul. This place might be 
termed in English the court house, or common hall. 

Verse 28. Stripped him] Took off his mantle, or 
upper garment. 

A scarlet robe} Or, according to Mark and John, 
a purple robe, such as emperors and kings wore. 

Verse 29. A crown of thorns] Ztedavov e& axavOur. 
It does not appear that this crown was intended to be 
an instrument of punishment or torture to his head, 
but rather to render him ridiculous; for which cause 
also they put a reed in his hand, by way of sceptre, 
and bowed their knees, pretending to do him homage. 
The crown was not probably of thorns, in our sense 
of the word: there are eminently learned men who 
think that the crown was formed of the herb acanthus; 
and Bishop Pearce and Michaelis are of this opinion. 
Mark, chap. xv. 17, and John, chap. xix. 5, term it, 
cepavoy axav0ivov, which may very well be translated 
an acanthine crown or wreath, formed out of the 
branches of the herb acanthus, or bear’s foot. This, 
however, is a prickly plant, though nothing like thorns, 
in the common meaning of that word. Many Chris- 
tians have gone astray in magnifying the sufferings of 
Christ from this circumstance ; and painters, the worst 
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8Or, governor's house. ——t Luke xxiii. 11. MP Sass EXEX. U9) s 
Isa. liii. 3. VIsa. 1.6; chap. xxvi. 67. 


of all commentators, frequently represent Christ with 
a crown of long thorns, which one standing by is strik- 
ing into his head with a stick. These representations 
engender ideas both false and absurd. 

There is a passage produced from Philo by Dr. 
Lardner, which casts much light on these indignities 
offered to our blessed Lord. 

“ Caligula, the successor of Tiberius, gave Agrippa 
the tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, with the right of wear- 
ing a diadem or crown. When he came to Alexandria, 
on his way to his tetrarchate, the habitants of that 
place, filled with envy at the thoughts of a Jew having 
the title of king, showed their indignation in the fol- 
lowing way. ‘They brought one Carabas (a sort of 
an idiot) into the theatre ; and, having placed him on 
a lofty seat, that he might be seen by all, they put a 
diadem upon his head, made of the herb dydlos, (the 
ancient papyrus, or paper flag ;) his body they covered 
with a mat or carpet, instead of a royal cloak. One 
seeing a piece of reed, sazvpov (the stem, probably, of 
the aforesaid herb) lying on the ground, picked it up, 
and put it in his hand in place of a sceptre. Having 
thus given him a mock royal dress, several young fel- 
lows, with poles on their shoulders, came and stood ou 
each side of him as his guards. Then there came 
people, some to pay their homage to him, some to ask 
justice, and some to consult him on affairs of state ; 
and the crowd that stood round about made a confused 
noise, crying, Mario, that being, as they say, the Syriac 
word for LORD; thereby showing that they intended 
to ridicule Agrippa, who was a Syrian.” See Puito, 
Flacc. p. 970, and Dr. Lardner, Works, vol. i. p. 159. 

There is the most remarkable coincidence between 
this account and that given by the evangelists; and 
the conjecture concerning the acanthus will probably 
find no inconsiderable support from the dyblos and pa- 
pyrus of Philo. This plant, Pliny says, grows to ten 
cubits long in the stem; and the flowers were used ad 
deos coronandos, for CROWNING THE GoDs. See Hist. 
Nat. bbs xii. ¢. 11. 

The reflections of pious Quesnel on these insults 
offered to our blessed Lord merit serious attention. 
* Let the crown of thorns make those Christians blush 
who throw away so much time, pains, and money, in 
beautifying and adorning a sinful head. Let the world 
do what it will to render the royalty and mysteries of 
Christ contemptible, it is my glory to serve a King 
thus debased; my salvation, to adore that which the 
world despises ; and my redemption, to go unto God 
through the merits of him who was crowned with 
thorns.” 


Verse 30. And they spit upon him] * Let us pay 
1 


Simon bears the cross. CHAP. 
A.M 4033. 31 And after that they had mocked 


An. Olymp. him, they took the robe off from 
CCT. 1. oi ‘ ; 
———— him, and put his own raiment on 
him, ¥ and led him away to crucify him. 
32 * And as they came out, ¥ they found a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they 


compelled to bear his cross. 


W Isa. hii. 7. —* Num. xv. 35; 1 Kings xxi. 13; Acts vii. 58; 
Heb. xiii. 12. ¥Y Mark xv. 21; Luke xxiii. 26. 


XXVIII. Vinegar and gall given to Jesus 
33 “1 * And” when they were 4,M, 4033. 


come unto a place called Golgo- An. Olymp. 
tha, that is to say, a place of a Sooke 
skull, 

34 * They gave him vinegar to drink min 
gled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, 
he would not drink. 


2 Mark xv. 22; Luke xxiii. 33; John xix. 17. 
see ver. 48. 


a Psa. lxix. 21; 


our adoration,” says the same pious writer, “and hum- 
ble ourselves in silence at the sight of a spectacle 
which faith alone renders credible, and which our senses 
would hardly endure. Jesus Christ, in this condition, 
preaches to the kings of the earth this truth—that 
their sceptres are but reeds, with which themselves 
shall be smitten, bruised, and crushed at his tribunal, 
if they do not use them here to the advancement of 
his kingdom.” 

Verse 32. A man of Cyrene—him they compelled 
to bear his cross.| In John, chap. xix. 16, 17, we 
are told Christ himself bore the cross, and this, it is 
likely, he did for a part of the way ; but, being ex- 
hausted with the scourging and other cruel usage which 
he had received, he was found incapable of bearing it 
alone ; therefore they obliged Simon, not, I think, to 
bear it entirely, but to assist Christ, by bearing a part 
of it. It was aconstant practice among the Romans, 
to oblige criminals to bear their cross to the place of 
execution: insomuch that Plutarch makes use of it as 
an illustration of the misery of vice. ‘“ Every kind 
of wickedness produces its own particular torment, 
just as every malefactor, when he is brought forth to 
execution, carries his own cross.” See Lardner’s 
Credib. vol. i. p. 160. 

Verse 33. A place called Golgotha] From the He- 
brew madi or n4343, golgoleth, a skull, probably so 
called from the many skulls of those who had suffered 
crucifixion and other capital punishments scattered up 
and down in the place. It is the same as Calvary, 
Calvaria, i. e. calvi capitis area, the place of bare 
skulls.. Some think the place was thus called, because 
it was in the form of a human skull. It is likely that 
it was the place of public execution, similar to the 
Gemome Scale at Rome. 

Verse 34. They gave him vinegar—mingled with 
gall] Perhaps yoA7, commonly translated gall, signifies 
no more than dztters of any kind. It was a common 
custom to administer a stupefying potion compounded 
of sour wine, which is the same as vinegar, from the 
French vinaigre, frankincense, and myrrh, to con- 
demned persons, to help to alleviate their sufferings, 
or so disturb their intellect that they might not be 
sensible of them. The rabbins say that they put a 
grain of frankincense into a cup of strong wine; and 
they ground this on Prov. xxxi. 6: Gwe strong drink 
unto him that is ready to perish, i. e. who is con- 
demned to death. Some person, out of kindness, ap- 
pears to have administered this to our blessed Lord ; 
but he, as in all other cases, determining to endure the 
fulness of pain, refused to take what was thus offered 
to him, choosing to tread the winepress qlone. In- 

Vou. L ( 18:-) 


stead of of0¢, vinegar, several excellent MSS. and 
versions have o.vov, wine ; but as sowr wine is said to 
have been a general drink of the common people and 
Roman soldiers, it being the same as vinegar, it is of 
little consequence which reading is here adopted. This 
custom of giving stupefying potions to condemned male- 
factors is alluded to in Prov. xxxi. 6: Give strong 
drink, \pw shekar, inebriating drink, to him who is 
ready to PERISH, and wine to him who is Birrer of 
soul—because he is just going to suffer the punishment 
of death. And thus the rabbins, as we have seen above 
understand it. See Lightfoot and Schoettgen. 
Michaelis offers an ingenious exposition of this place : 
“Tmmediately after Christ was fastened to the cross, 
they gave him, according to Matt. xxviil. 34, vinegar 
mingled with gall; but, according to Mark, they offered 
him wine mingled with myrrh. That St. Mark’s ac- 
count is the right one is probable from this circumstance, 
that Christ refused to drink what was offered him, as 
appears from both evangelists. Wine mixed with myrrh 
was given to malefactors at the place of execution, to 
intoxicate them, and make them less sensible to pain. 
Christ, therefore, with great propriety, refused the aid 
of such remedies. But if vinegar was offered him, 
which was taken merely to assuage thirst, there could 
be no reason for his rejecting it. Besides, he tasted 
it before he rejected it; and therefore he must have 
found it different from that which, if offered to him, 
he was ready to receive. ‘To solve this difficulty, we 
must suppose that the words used in the Hebrew Gos- 
pel of St. Matthew were such as agreed with the ac- 
count given by St. Mark, and at the same time were 
capable of the construction which was put én them by 
St. Matthew’s Greek translator. Suppose St. Mat- 
thew wrote sv wn (chaleea bemireera) which 
signifies, sweet wine with bitters, or sweet wine and 
myrrh, as we find it in Mark; and Matthew’s trans- 
lator overlooked the yod * in s°5n (chaleea) he took it 
for won (chala) which signifies vinegar; and bitter, 
he translated by yvodn, as it is often used in the Sep- 
tuagint. Nay, St. Matthew may have written xbn, 
and have still meant to express sweet wine; if so, the 
difference only consisted in the points; for the same 
word which, when pronounced chalé, signifies sweet, 
denotes vinegar, as soon as it is pronounced chala.” 
With this conjecture Dr. Marsh (Michaelis’s trans- 
lator) is not satisfied; and therefore finds a Chaldee 
word for ovvoc wine, which may easily be mistaken for 
one that denotes ofo¢ vinegar; and likewise a Chaldee 
word, which signifies onvpva, (myrrh,) which may be 
easily mistaken for one that denotes yodn, ( gall.) 
“ Now,” says he, “mn (chamar) or NWN (chamera’ 
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They crucify Jesus, and 


A. M. 4033. ; : 
a 20, 35 » And they crucified him, and 


An. Olymp. parted his garments, casting lots : 
OTE ‘that it might be fulfilled which was 


b Mark xv. 24; Luke xxiii. 34; John xix. 24, 


really denotes ovvoc (wine,) and YN (chamets) or NYDN 
(chameisa) really denotes ofo¢ (vinegar.) Again, N11 
(mura) really signifies onupva (myrrh,) and 819 (mur- 
era) really signifies yoAy (gall.) If, then, we suppose 
that the original Chaldee text was 81102 WOR NON 
(chamera heleet bemura) wine mingled with myrrh, 
which is not at all improbable, as it is the reading of 
the Syriac version, at Mark xv. 23, it might easily 
have been mistaken for NVID2 WOT NYDN (chamelsa 
haleet bemurera) vinegar mingled with gall.” ‘This 
is a more ingenious conjecture than that of Michaelis. 
See Marsh’s notes to Michaelis, vol. iii., part 2d. p. 
127-28. But as that kind of sour wine, which was 
used by the Roman soldiers and common people, ap- 
pears to have been termed ovvoc, and vin aigre is sour 
wine, it is not difficult to reconcile the two accounts, 
in what is most material to the facts here recorded. 

Verse 35. And they crucified him] Crucifixion pro- 
perly means the act of nailing or tying to a cross. 
The cross was made of two beams, either crossing at 
the top at right angles, like a T’, or in the middle of 
their length, like an X. There was, besides, a piece 
on the centre of the transverse beam, to which the ac- 
cusation or statement of the crime of the culprit was 
attached, and a piece of wood which projected from 
the middle, on which the person sat, as on,a sort of 
saddle ; and by which the whole body was supported. 
Tertullian mentions this particularly : Nodzs, says he, 
tota crux imputatur, cum antenna scilicet sua, et cum 
illo sepiLis excessu. Advers. Nationes, lib. ii. Justin 
Martyr, in his dialogue with Trypho the Jew, gives 
precisely the same description of the cross ; and it is 
worthy of observation that both he and Tertullian 
flourished before the punishment of the cross had been 
abolished. The cross on which our Lord suffered was 
of the former kind; being thus represented in all old 
monuments, coins, and crosses. St. Jerome compares 
it to a bird flying, a man swimming, or praying with 
his arms extended. 'The punishment of the cross was 
inflicted among the ancient Hindoos from time imme- 
morial for various species of theft ; see Halhead’s Code 
of Gentoo Laws, p. 248, and was common among the 
Syrians, Egyptians, Persians, Africans, Greeks, and 
Romans : it is also still in use among the Chinese, who 
do not nail, but tie the criminal to it. It was probably 
the Romans who introduced it among the Jews. Be- 
fore they became subject to the Romans, they used 
hanging or gibbeting, but not the cross. This punish- 
ment was the most dreadful of all others, both for the 
shame and pain of it: and so scandalous, that it was 
inflicted as the last mark of detestation upon the vilest 
of people. It was the punishment of robbers and mus- 
derers, provided they were slaves; but if they were 
free, it was thought too infamous a punishment for 
such, let their crimes be what they might. 

The body of the criminal was fastened to the upright 
beam, by nailing or tying the feet to it, and on the 
transverse piece by nailing, and sometimes tying the 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


cast lots for his garments. 


spoken by the prophet, ° They parted A. M. 4993. 


my garments among them, and upon An. Qin. 
my vesture did they cast lots. 


¢ Psa. xxii. 18. 


hands to it. As the hands and feet are the grand in- 
struments of motion, they are provided with a greater 
quantity of nerves; and the nerves in those places, 
especially the hands, are peculiarly sensible. Now, 
as the nerves are the instruments of all sensation or 
feeling, wounds in the parts where they abound must 
be peculiarly painful; especially when inflicted with 
such rude instruments as large nails, forced through 
the places by the violence of a hammer ; thus tearing 
asunder the nervous fibrille, delicate tendons, and small 
bones of those parts. This punishment will appear 
dreadful enough, when it is considered that the person 
was permitted to hang (the whole weight of his body 
being borne up by his nailed hands and the projecting 
piece which passed between the thighs) till he perish- 
ed through agony and lack of food. Some, we are 
informed, have lived three whole days in this state 
It is true that, in some cases, there was a kind of 
mercy shown to the sufferer, which will appear suffi- 
ciently horrid, when it is known that it consisted in 
breaking the bones of their legs and thighs to pieces 
with a large hammer, in order to put them the sooner 
out of pain! Such a coup de grace as this could only 
spring from those tender mercies of the wicked which 
God represents as cruelty itself. Some were permit- 
ted to hang on the cross till eaten up by birds of prey, 
which often began to tear them before life was extinct. 
Horace alludes to this punishment, and from what he 
says, it seems to have been inflicted on slaves, &c., not 
on trifling occasions, but for the most horrible crimes. 

Si quis eum servum, patinam qui tollere jussus 

Semesos pisces tepidumque ligurrierit jus, 

In cruce suffigat. Hor. Satyr. 1. i. s. 3. v. 80. 


If a poor slave who takes away your plate, 

Lick the warm sauce, or half cold fragments eat, 

Yet should you crucify the wretch ? FRANCIS. 
Non hominem occidi : non pasces in CRUCE corvos. 


“T have not committed murder: Then thou shalt 
not be nailed to the cross, to feed the ravens.” Hor. 
Hipiste leis es Lom vate. 


The anguish occasioned by crucifixion was so in- 
tense, that crucio, (a cruce,) among the Romans, was 
the common word by which they expressed suffering 
and torment in general. 

And parted his garments, casting lots] These were 
the Roman soldiers, who had crucified him: and it ap- 
pears from this circumstance, that in those ancient times 
the spoils of the criminal were claimed by the execu- 
tioners, as they are to the present day. It appears 
that they divided a part, and cast lots for the rest : viz. 
for his seamless coat, John xix. 23, 24, 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, They parted my garments among 
them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.| The 
whole of this quotation should be omitted, as making 
no part originally of the genuine text of ¢his evangelist. 
It is omitted by almost every MS. of worth and im 
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CHAP. 


Two thieves crucified with him. 


A.M, 1083. 36 4 And sitting down they watched 
An. Olymp. hi 
ope him there ; 


37 And ° set up over his head his 
accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 

38 ‘Then were there two thieves crucified 
with him, one on the right hand, and another 
on the left. 

39 “| And £ they that passed by reviled him, 
wagging their heads, 


XXVII. He is insulted on the cross, 
40 And saying, »Thou that de- 4,M. 4033. 


stroyest the temple, and buildest z¢ An. Olymp. 
: COMI 
in® three* days, save’ thyself. :?If ..--—. 
thou be the Son of God, come down from the 
cross. 

41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking 
him, with the scribes and elders, said, 

42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. 
If he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him 


4 Ver. 54.— Mark xv. 26 ; Luke xxiii. 38 ; John xix. 19 — Isa. 
li. 12; Mark xv. 27; Luke xxiii. 32, 33; John xix. 18. 


§ Psa. xxil.7; cix.25; Mark xv. 29; Luke xxiii. 35—} Chap 
xxvi. 61; John ii. 19.— # Chap. xxvi. 63. 


portance, by almost all the versions, and the most re- 
putable of the primitive fathers, who have written or 
commented on the place. The words are plainly an 
interpolation, borrowed from John xix. 24, in which 
place they will be properly noticed. 

Verse 36. They watched him] To prevent his dis- 
ciples or relatives from taking away the body or afford- 
ing any relief to the sufferer. 

Verse 37. His accusation] It was a common cus- 
tom to affix a label to the cross, giving a statement of 
the crime for which the person suffered. This is still 
the case in China, when a person is crucified. Some- 
times a person was employed to carry this before the 
criminal, while going to the place of punishment. 

It is with much propriety that Matthew calls this 
atta, accusation ; for it was false that ever Christ 
pretended to be KiNG or THE Jews, in the sense the 
inscription held forth : he was accused of this, but there 
was no proof of the accusation; however it was affixed 
to the cross. From John xix. 21, we find that the 
Jews wished this to be a little altered: Write, said 
they, that nr said, Iam king of the Jews ; thus endea- 
vouring, by the addition of a vile lie, to countenance 
their own conduct in putting him to death. But this 
Pilate refused to do. Both Luke, chap. xxiii. -38, and 
John, chap. xix. 20, say that this accusation was writ- 
ten in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew. In those three 
languages, we may conceive the label to stand thus, 
according to the account given by St. John; the He- 
brew being the mixed dialect then spoken. 

In Hebrew—Efpaic« : 
sTTT NDOD NWI yw 
In Greek—BAAqvicr : 


IHCOYC O NXZWPpxXIOC O KXCIXeCYC 
TOON [OY AXIWN 


In Latin—Popaicr : 
IESUS NAZARENUS REX IUDAEORUM 


It is only necessary to observe, that all the letters, 
both of the Greek and Roman alphabets, were those 
now called square or uncial, similar to those above. 

Verse 38. Two thieves] Aysat, robbers, or cut- 
throats : men who had committed robbery and murder ; 
for it does not appear that persons were crucified for 
robbery only. ‘Thus was our Lord numbered (his 
name enrolled, placed as it were in the death warrant) 
with transgressors, according to the prophetic declara- 
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tion, Isa, li. 12; and the Jews placed him between 
these two, perhaps to intimate that he was the worst 
felon of the three. 

Verse 39. Wagging their heads} In token of con- 
tempt. 

Verse 40. Thou that destroyest} Who didst pre- 
tend that thou couldst have destroyed the temple, and 
built it up again in three days. This malicious tor- 
turing of our Lord’s words has been noticed before. 
Cruelty is obliged to take refuge in lies, in order to 
vindicate its infamous proceedings. 

If thou be the Son of God] Or rather, Yioe tov Geov, 


| A son of God, i. e. a peculiar favourite of the Most High; 


not ‘O Yiog tov Ocov, THE Son of God. “ It isnot to be 
conceived,” says a learned man, “ that every passenger 
who was going to the city had a competent knowledge 
of Christ’s supernatural conception by the Holy Spirit, 
or an adequate comprehension of his character as the 
Messiah, and (xa7’ eSoynv) THE Son or Gop. There 
is not a single passage where Jesus is designed to be 
pointed out as the Mresstan, THE Son or Gop, where 
the article is omitted: nor, on the other hand, is this 
designation ever specified without the article, thus, ‘0 
Yioc rov Ocov. Seechap. xvi. 16; xxvi. 63 ; xxviii. 19.” 

Verse 41. Chief priests—scribes and elders] 'To 
these, several ancient MSS. and versions add, xaz 
bapiocatov, and Pharisees. But though the authority 
for this reading is respectable, yet it does not appear 
that the Pharisees joined in with the others in the con- 
demnation of our Lord. Probably his discourses and 
parables, related in some of the preceding chapters, 
which were spoken directly to them, had so far con- 
vinced them that they would at least have no hand in 
putting him to death. All the infamy of this seems to 
fall upon the priests, scribes, and elders. 

Verse 42. He saved others; himself he cannot 
save.] Or, Cannot he save himself? Several MSS. 
read this with the mark of interrogation as above; and 
this makes the sarcasm still more keen. 

A high priest who designs to destroy the temple of 
God: a Saviour who saves not himself; and the Son 
of God crucified : these are the contradictions which 
give offence to Jews and libertines. But a high priest 
who dispels the types and shadows, only that he may 
disclose the substance of religion, and become the mu- 
nister of a heavenly sanctuary; a Saviour who dies 
only to be the victim of salvation; and the Son of God 
who confines his power within the bounds of the cross 
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The wonderful darkness. 


A. M. 4033. k ss <r é 
‘A.D, 29. 43 * He trusted in God; let him 


An. Olymp. deliver him now, if he will have 
_ 2. him: for he: saidy-Leam) they son 
of God. 

44 1The thieves also, which were crucified 
with him, cast the same in his teeth. 


45 % = Now from the sixth hour, there was 


K Psa. xxii. 8; Wisd. fi. 16, 17, 18——! Mark xv. 32; Luke 
XxiHl. 39. 


to establish the righteousness of faith: this is what a 
Christian adores ; this is the foundation of his hope, 
and the fountain of his present comfort and final bless- 
edness. See Quesnel. 

We will believe him.| Instead of avtw, him, many 
excellent MSS. have ew avtw, 1n him: this is a reading 
which Griesbach and other eminent critics have adopted. 

Verse 43. If he will have him] Or, if he delight 
in him—ew Serer avrov. The verbs Vero and ated, 
are used by the Septuagint in more than forty places 
for the Hebrew yan chaphets, which signifies, earnestly 
to desire, or delight in. Now as this is a quotation from 
Psa. xxii. 9, He trusted in the Lord, that he would 
deliver him; let him deliver him, (\3 yon?3 ki chaphets 
bo,) for he HATH DELIGHTED IN HIM :—6rt Veder avtov, 
Sept. This will sufficiently vindicate the above trans- 
lation; as the evangelist quotes the words from that 
version, with the simple change of e«, if, for dr, 
because. 

Verse 44. The thieves also—cast the same in his 
tecth.| ‘That is, one of the robbers; for one, we find, 
was a penitent, Luke xxii. 39, 40. See this form of 
expression accounted for, on chap. xxvi. 8. 

Verse 45. There was darkness over all the land| 1 
am of opinion that tacay ryv ynv does not mean all the 
world, but only the land of Judea. So the word is 
used chap. xxiv. 30; Luke iv. 25, and in other places. 
Several eminent critics are of this opinion: Beza de- 
fends this meaning of the word, and translates the 
Greek, super universam REGIONEM over the whole 
country. Besides, it is evident that the evangelists 
speak of things that happened in Judea, the place of 
their residence. It is plain enough there was a dark- 
ness in Jerusalem, and over all Judea; and probably 
over all the people among whom Christ had for more 
than three years preached the everlasting Gospel ; and 
that this darkness was supernatural is evident from 
this, that it happened during the passover, which was 
celebrated only at the full moon, a time in which it was 
impossible for the sun to be eclipsed. But many sup- 
pose the darkness was over the whole world, and think 
there is sufficient evidence of this in ancient authors. 
Putecon and Tuartus, who flourished in the beginning 
of the second century, are supposed to speak of. this. 
The former says: “In the fourth year of the 202nd 
Olympiad, there was an extraordinary eclipse of the 
sun: at the sixth hour, the day was turned into dark 
night, so that the stars in heaven were seen; and there 
was an earthquake in Bithynia, which overthrew many 
houses in the city of Nice.” This isthe substance of 
what Phlegon is reputed to have said on this subject : 
—hbut 1. All the authors who quote him differ, and 
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ST. MATTHEW. 


Jesus calls upon God, 


darkness over all the land, unto the re 
int An. Olymp 
ninth hour ees 


46 And about the ninth hour, 

» Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, 
°My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me ? 


m Amos viii. 9; Mark xv. 33; Luke xxiii. 44.——" Heb. v. 7. 
o Psa. xxii. 1. 


often very materially, in what they say was found in 
him. 2. Phlegon says nothing of Judea: what he says 
is, that in such an Olympiad, (some say the 102nd, 
others the 202nd,) there was an eclipse in Bithynia, 
and an earthquake at Nice. 3. Phlegon does not say 
that the earthquake happened at the tame of the eclipse. 
4, Phlegon does not intimate that this darkness was 
extraordinary, or that the eclipse happened at the fudd 
of the moon, or that it lasted three hours. ‘These cir- 
cumstances could not have been omitted by him, if he 
had known them. 5. Phlegon speaks merely of an 
ordinary, though perhaps total, eclipse of the sun, and 
cannot mean the darkness mentioned by the evangelists. 
6. Phlegon speaks of an eclipse that happened in some 
year of the 102nd, or 202nd Olympiad ; and therefore 
little stress can be laid on what he says as applying to 
this event. 

The quotation from Tuatius, made by Arricanus, 
found in the Chronicle of SynceLnus, of the exghth 
century, is allowed by eminent critics to be of little 
importance. . This speaks “ of a darkness over all the 
world, and an earthquake which threw down many 
houses in Judea and in other parts of the earth.” It 
may be necessary to observe, that THaLLus is quoted 
by several of the ancient ecclesiastical writers for 
other matters, but never for this; and that the time in 
which he lived is so very uncertain, that Dr. Lardner 
supposes there is room to think he lived rather before 
than after Christ. 

Dionysius the Areopagite is supposed to have men- 
tioned this event in the most decided manner: for be- 
ing at Heliopolis in Egypt, with his friend Apollophanes, 
when our Saviour suffered, they there saw a wonderful 
eclipse of the sun, whereupon Dionysius said to his 
friend, ‘ Hither God himself suffers, or sympathizes 
with the sufferer.” It is enough to say of this man, 
that all the writings attributed to him are known to be 
spurious, and are proved to be forgeries of the fifth 
or sixth century. Whoever desires to see more on this 
subject, may consult Dr. Lardner, (vol. vii. p. 371, ed. 
1788,) a man whose name should never be mentioned 
but with respect, notwithstanding the peculiarities of 
his religious creed ; who has done more in the service 
of Divine revelation than most divines in Christendom; 
and who has raised a monument to the perpetuity of 
the Christian religion, which all the infidels in creation 
shall never be able to pull down or deface. 

This miraculous darkness should have caused the 
enemies of Christ to understand that he was the light 
of the world, and that because they did not walk in it 
it was now taken away from them. 

Verse 46. My God! My God! why hast thou for- 
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Hearing him call upon God, CHAP. 
AM, 4093. 47 Some of them that stood there, 


An. Olymp. when they heard that, said, This 
CCIL. 1. : 
~ ———— man calleth for Elias. 


P Psa. lxix. 21; Mark xv. 36; 


XXVIII. they give him vinegar to drink 
48 And straightway one of them ae 
ran and took a sponge, ? and tae 


filled 2 with vinegar, and put 


Luke xxiii. 36; John xix. 29. 


saken me?) These words are quoted by our Lord 
from Psa. xxii. 1; they are of very great importance, 
and should be carefully considered. 

Some suppose “ that the divinity had now departed 
from Christ, and that his human nature was left un- 
supported to bear the punishment due to men for their 
sins.” But this is by no means to be admitted, as it 
would deprive his sacrifice of its infinite merit, and 
consequently leave the sin of the world without an 
atonement. Take deity away from any redeeming act 
of Christ, and redemption is ruined. Others imagine 
that our Lord spoke these werds to the Jews only, to 
prove to them that he was the Messiah. “ The Jews,” 
say they, “ believed this psalm to speak of the Mes- 
siah: they quoted the eighth verse of it against Christ 
—He trusted in God that he would deliver him; let 
him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. | (See 
this chap. ver. 43.) To which our Lord immediately 
answers, My God! my God! &c, thus showing that 
he was the person of whom the psalmist prophesied.” 
I have doubts concerning the propriety of this inter- 
pretation. 

Tt has been asked, What language is it that our 
Lord spoke? li, Eli, lama sabachthani. Some say 
itis Hebrew—others Syriac. I say, as the evangelists 
quote it, itis neither. St. Matthew comes nearest the 
Hebrew, nary m9 cy og Eli, Eli, lamah ézabthani, 
in the.words, Ha, HAt, Aqua coBaySarn, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthant. 

And St. Mark comes nearest the Syriac, chap. xv. 34, 


auiaae Lid ca co 


Alohi, Alohi, ?mono shebachtheni, in the words E2wi, 
Eloi, Aaupa caBaxySav:, Lio, Eloi, lamma sabachthani. 
It is worthy of note, that a Hebrew MS. of the twelfth 
century, iustead of ‘3NaIy dzabtham, forsaken me, 
reads *INNDw shechachthani, rorcoTTENme. This word 
makes a very good sense, and comes nearer to the 
sabachthani of the evangelists. It may be observed 
also, that the words, Why hast thou FORGOTTEN me ? 
are often used by David and others, in times of op- 
pression and distress. See Psa. xli. 9. 

Some have taken occasion from these words to de- 
preciate the character of our blessed Lord. “ They 
are unworthy,” say they, “of a man who suffers, 
conscious of his innocence, and argue imbecility, im- 
patience, and despair.” This is by no means fairly 
deducible from the passage. However, some think 
that the words, as they stand in the Hebrew and 
' Syriac, are capable of a translation which destroys all 
objections, and obviates every difficulty. The parti- 
cle 175 lamah, may be translated, to what—to whom 
—to what kind or sort—to what purpose or profit: 
Gen. xxv. 325 xxxii. 29; xxxiii. 15; Job ix. 29; 
Jer. vi 20; xx. 18; Amos v. 18; and the verb I1y 
dzab signifies to leave—to deposit—to commit to the 
care of. See Gen: xxxix. 6; Job xxxix. 11; Psa. 
x. 14, and Jer. xlix. 11. The words, taken in this 
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way, might be thus translated: My God! my God 
to what sort of persons hast thou left me? ‘The words 
thus understood are rather to be referred to the wicked 
Jews than to our Lord, and are an exclamation indica- 
tive of the obstinate wickedness of his crucifiers, who 
steeled their hearts against every operation of the 
Spirit and power of God. See Ling. Brit. Reform. 
by B. Martin, p. 36. 

Through the whole of the Sacred Writings, God 
is represented as doing those things which, in the 
course of his providence, he only permits to be done; 
therefore, the words, to whom hast thou left or given 
me up, are only a form of expression for, ‘“‘ How asto- 
nishing is the wickedness of those persons into whose 
hands I am fallen!” If this interpretation be admitted, 
it will free this celebrated passage from much embar- 
rassment, and make it speak a sense consistent with 


itself, and with the dignity of the Son of God. 

The words of St. Mark, chap. xv. 34, agree pretty 
nearly with this translation of the Hebrew: Exc tz pe 
eyxatiAerec; To what [sort of persons, understood] 
hast thou left me? <A literal translation of the pas- 
sage in the Syriac Testament gives a similar sense : 
Ad quid dereliquisti me? ‘ To what hast thou aban- 
doned me?” And an ancient copy of the old IJtala 
version, a Latin translation before the time of St. 
Jerome, renders the words thus: Quare me in op- 
probrium dedisti? ‘Why hast thou abandoned me 
to reproach ?” 

It may be objected, that this can never agree with 
the ivati, why, of Matthew. To this it is answered, 
that ivare must have here the same meaning as eve Te 
—as the translation of 79 Jama; and that, if the> 
meaning be at all different, we must follow that evan- 
gelist who expresses most literally the meaning of the 
original : and let it be observed, that the Septuagint 
often translate 79 by tvare instead of exe t4, which 
evidently proves that it often had the same meaning. 
Of this criticism I say, Valet quod valet, Let it pass 
for no more than it is worth: the subject is difficult. 
But whatever may be thought of the above mode of 
interpretation, one thing is certain, viz. That the 
words could not be used by our Lord in the sense in 
which they are generally understood. This is sufti- 
ciently evident; for he well knew why he was come 
unto that hour; nor could he be forsaken of God, in 
whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
The Deity, however, might restrain so much of its 
consolatory support as to leave the human nature fully 
sensible of all its sufferings, so that the consolations 
might not take off any part of the keen edge of his 
passion ; and this was necessary to make his snffer- 
ings meritorious. And it is probable that this is all 
that is intended by our Lord’s quotation from the 
twenty-second Psalm. Taken in this view, the words 
convey an unexceptionable sense, even in the common 
translation. 


Verse 47. This man calleth for Elias.) Probably 
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Christ gives up the ghost. 


49 The rest said, Let be, let 
us see whether Elias will come to save 
him. 

50 4 Jesus, when he had cried again with a 
loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 
51 9 And behold, the veil of the temple 


ST. MATTHEW. 


Extraordinary occurrences. 


A.M. 4033. 


was rent in twain from the top to eh ob. 


‘the bottom; and the earth did quake, An, Olymp. 


il. 
and the rocks rent ; 


52 And the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, 

53 And * came out of the graves after his 
resurrection, and went into the holy city, and 
appeared unto many. 


4 Mark xv. 37; Luke xxii. 46. r Exod, xxvi. 31 ; 2 Chron. ii. 


these were Hellenistic Jews, who did not fully under- 
stand the meaning of our Lord’s words. Elijah was 
daily expected to appear as the forerunner of the 
Messiah, whose arrival, under the character of a 
mighty prince, was generally supposed to be at hand 
throughout the east. See Mal. iii. 23; Matt. u. 2-4; 
xvii. 10-12. 

Verse 48. Took a sponge] This being the most 
convenient way to reach a liquid to his mouth; ted at 
on a reed, that they might be able to reach his lips 
with it. This reed, as we learn from St. John, was a 
stalk of hyssop, which, in that country, must have 
grown to a considerable magnitude. This appears 
also to have been done in mercy, to alleviate his suf- 
ferings. See ver. 34. 

Verse 49. After this verse, BCL and five others 
add, Another, taking a spear, pierced his side, and 
there came out blood and water. Several of the fathers 
add the same words here: they appear, however, to 
be an interpolation from John xix. 34. 

Verse 50. Yielded up the ghost.| Adnke to mvevua, 
He dismissed the spirit. He himself willingly gave up 
that life which it was impossible for man to take 
away. It is not said that he hung on the cross till he 
died through pain and agony ; nor is it said that his 
bones were broken, the sooner to put him out of pain, 
and to hasten his death; but that himself dismissed 
the soul, that he might thus become, not a forced 
sacrifice, but a free-will offering for sin. 

Now, as our English word ghost, from the Anglo- 
Saxon gare gast, an inmate, inhabitant, guest, (a 
casual visitant,) also a spirzt, is now restricted among 
us to the latter meaning, always signifying the zm- 
mortal spirit or soul of man, the guest of the body ; 
and as giwing up the spirit, ghost, or soul, is an act 
not proper to man, though commending it to God, in 
our last moments, is both an act of faith and piety ; 
and as giving up the ghost, i. e. dismissing his spirit 
from his body, is attributed to Jesus Christ, to whom 
alone it is proper, I therefore object against its use in 
every other case. 

Every man, since the fall, has not only been Jiadle 
to death, but has deserved it; as all have forfeited 
their lives because of sin. Jesus Christ, as born im- 
maculate, and having never sinned, had not forfeited 
his life, and therefore may be considered as naturally 
and properly immortal. No man, says he, taketh it, 
my life, from me, but I lay it down of myself : I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again; 
therefore doth the Father love me, because I lay down 
my life that I might take it again, John x. 17, 18. 
Hence we rightly translate Matt. xxvii. 50, adyke ro 
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14; Mark xv. 38; Luke xxiii. 45 ——* Chap. xxvi. 53; Acts x. 4b. 


mvevua, he gave up the ghost; i. e. he dismissed his 
spirit, that he might die for the sin of the world. The 
Evangelist St. John (xix. 30) makes use of an ex- 
pression to the same import, which we translate in the 
same way: Tapedoxe To rrevia, he delivered up his 
spirit. We translate Mark xv. 37, and Luke xxiii. 
46, he gave up the ghost, but not correctly, because 
the word in both these places is very different— 
eLervevoe, he breathed his last, or expired; though in 
the latter place, Luke xxiii. 46, there is an equivalent 
expression—O Father, into thy hands, rapariOenar To 
mvevyua pov, I commit my spirit; i. e. I place my soul 
in thy hand: proving that the act was his own; that 
no man could take his life away from him; that he 
did not die by the perfidy of his disciple, or the malice 
of the Jews, but by his own free act. Thus ne LAI 
pown his life for the sheep. Of Ananias and Sapphira, 
Acts v. 5, 10, and of Herod, Acts xu. 23, our trans- 
lation says, they gave up the ghost; but the word in 
both places is efeypvfe, which simply means to breathe 
out, to expire, or die: but in no case, either by the 
Septuagint in the Old, or any of the sacred writers in 
the New Testament, is adnxe to mvevua, or Tmapeduxe 
to mveupa, he dismissed his spirit, or delivered up his 
spirit, spoken of any person but Christ. Abraham, 
Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, &c., breathed their last ; Ana- 
nias, Sapphira, and Herod, expired; but none, Jesus 
Christ excepted, gave up the ghost, dismissed, or de- 
livered up his own spirit, and was, consequently, free 
among the dead. Of the patriarchs, &c., the Septua- 
gint use the word exAeutwr, failing ; or xateravoev, he 
ceased, or rested. 

Verse 51. The veil of the temple vas rent} That is, 
the veil which separated the holy place, where the 
priests ministered, from the holy of holies, into which 
the high priest only entered, and that once a year, to 
make a general expiation for the sins of the people. 
This rending of the veil was emblematical, and pointed 
out that the separation between Jews and Gentiles 
was now abolished, and that the privilege of the high 
priest was now communicated to all mankind: ann 
might henceforth have access to the throne of grace, 
through the one great atonement and mediator, the 
Lord Jesus. See this beautifully illustrated in Heb. 


x. 19, 20, 21, 22. 


Verse 52. And the graves were opened] By the 
earthquake ; and many bodies of saints which slept, 
i. e. were dead, sleep being a common expression for 
death in the Scriptures. 

Verse 53. And came out of the graves after his re- 
surrection] Not BEFORE, as some have thought, for 
Christ was himself the First rruirs of them who 
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He is acknowledged to be the CHAP. XXVII. Son of God by the centurion 


A.M. 4033. : 
AD se 54 * Now when the centurion, and | and Mary the mother of James and 4,™. 4033. 


An Olymp. they that were with him, watching | Joses, and the mother of Zebedce’s An. Oiymp. 

— Jesus, saw the earthquake, and | children. . 

those things that were done, they feared greatly,| 57 |“ When the even was come, there 

saying, Truly this was the Son of God. came arich man of Arimathea, named Joseph, 
55 And many women were there beholding | who also himself was Jesus’ disciple : 

_ afar off, “ which followed Jesus from Galilee,| 58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body 

ministering unto him : of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body 

56 * Among which was Mary Magdalene, | to be delivered. 


€ Ver. 36; Mark xv. 39; Luke xxiii. 47. "Luke viii. 2, 3. | ¥ Mark xv. 40.—w Mark xv. 42; Luke xxiii. 50; John xix. 38. 


slept, 1 Cor. xv. 20. The graves were opened at his | Though this expression may be understood to refer, 
death, by the earthquake, and the bodies came out at| rather to the distance from which they came, (viz. 
his resurrection. from Galilee,) than the distance they stood from the 
And appeared unto many.) Thus establishing the | cross; yet, as all malefactors were crucified naked, 
truth of our Lord’s resurrection in particular, and of | perhaps this may account for the distance at which 
the resurrection of the body in general, by many wit- | these modest women stood. 
nesses. Quesnel’s reflections on these passages may Verse 56. Mary Magdalene] She probably had her 
be very useful. “1. The vei being rent shows that | name from Magdala, a village or district in Lower 
his death is to put an end to the figurative worship, | Galilee. See chap. xv. 39. Some think she was 
and to establish the true religion. 2. The earthquake, | called Magdalene from x9339 magdala, which signi- 
that this dispensation of the Gospel is to make known | fies a plaiter of hair. See Lightfoot. 
through the earth the judgments of God against sin Mary the mother of James| She was mother of him 
and sinners. 3. The rocks being rent declare that the | called James the lesser, or junior, who was son of 
sacrifice of Christ is to make way for the grace of re- | Alpheus or Cleopas—see chap. x. 3; Mark xv. 40; 
pentance. 4. The graves being opened, that it is to | John xix. 25; and she was sister to the holy virgin, 
destroy the death of sin, and confer the life of grace | Thus it appears that there were four remarkable 
on sinners. 5. The rising of the bodies of the saints | Marys mentioned in the Gospels. 1. Mary the Virgin, 


* 


shows that this death of Christ is to merit, and his 
Gospel publish, the eternal happiness of body and soul 
for all that believe in his name.” 

It is difficult to account for the transaction mention- 
ed in verses 52 and 53. Some have thought that 
these two verses have been introduced into the text of 
Matthew from the gospel of the Nazarenes; others 
think that the simple meaning is this :—by the earth- 
quake several bodies that had been buried were thrown 
up and exposed to view, and continued above ground 
till after Christ’s resurrection, and were seen by many 
persons in the city. Why the graves should be open- 
ed on Friday, and the bodies not be raised to life till 
the following Sunday, is difficult to be conceived. The 
place is extremely obscure. 

Verse 54. The centurion] The Roman officer who 
superintended the execution, called centwrio, from cen- 
tum, a hundred, because he had the command of one 
hundred men. 

Truly this was the Son of God.| An innocent, 
holy, and Divine person ; and God thus shows his dis- 
approbation of this bloody tragedy. It is not likely 
that this centurion had any knowledge of the expec- 
tation of the Jews relative to the Messiah, and did not 
use the words in this sense. A son of God, as the 
Romans used the term, would signify no more than a 
very eminent or Divine person; a hero. 

Verse 55. Many women] ‘To their everlasting 
honour, these women evidenced more courage, and 
affectionate attachment to their Lord and Master, than 
the disciples did, who had promised to die with him 
rather than forsake him. 

Beholding afar off] At a distance—aro paxpober. 
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wife of JoszrpH. 2. Mary Satome, her sister, wife 
of Cleopas, John xix. 25. 3. Mary Macpatenr, or 
Mary of Magdala; and, 4. Mary, the sister of Mar- 
tha and Lazarus, Jobn xi. 1. Though Baronius as- 
serts, and Lightfoot is of the same opinion, that Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary, the sister of Martha and Laza- 
rus, was one and the same person. It is difficult to 
ascertain and distinguish these women where their 
names occur in the Gospels, so many being called by 
the name of Mary. 

Joses| Several MSS. and versions read Joseph. - 

' Verse 57. When the even] This must have been 
about three o’clock, or a little after; for our Lord 
having expired about three o’clock, ver. 46, and the 
Jewish passover beginning about four, it was neces- 
sary that Joseph, who would not fail to eat the pass- 
over at the usual time, should have obtained and bu- 
ried the body of Christ some time before four o’clock. 
But such was the general consternation, occasioned by 
the prodigies that took place on this most awful occa- 
sion, that we may safely conjecture that nothing was 
done in order, and perhaps the passover itself was not 
eaten at the usual hour, if at all, that day. -See at 
the end of the preceding chapter. 

A rich man| He was a counsellor of the great San- 
hedrin, Luke xxiii. 50; and, from the accounts given 
of-him by the evangelists, we learn that he was a man 
of the greatest respectability. He now acted a more 
honourable part than all the disciples of our Lord. He 
was of Arimathea, or Rama, in the tribe of Benjamin, 
Matt. ii. 17, but lived ordinarily in Jerusalem, as be- 
ing a member of the great council. 

Verse 58. Begged the body] That he might bury 
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Joseph of Arimathea begs 


A. M. 4038. 
A. D, 2 
re Oiymp. the body, he wrapped it in a clean 


linen cloth, 

60 And * laid it in his own new tomb, which 
he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a 
great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and 
departed. 

61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and 


x[sa. liii. 9——y¥ Chap. xvi. 21; xvii. 23; xx. 19; xxvi. 61; 


ST. MATTHEW. 


59 And when Joseph had taken|the other Mary, sitting over against 


the body and buries at 


A. M. 4033 
A. D. 29. 
An. Olymp. 


the sepulchre. ee 


62 % Now the next day that fol- 
lowed the day of the preparation, the chief 
priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, 

63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that 
deceiver said, while he was yet alive, Y After 
three days I will rise again. © 


Mark viii. 31 ; x. 34; Luke ix. 22; xviii. 33 5 xxiv.6, 7; John ii. 19. 


it honourably ; otherwise, by the Jewish customs, he 
would have either been burned, or buried in the com- 
mon place appointed for executed criminals. 

Verse 59. Wrapped it in a clean linen cloth] 'The 
Jews, as well as the Mgyptians, added spices to keep 
the body from putrefaction, and the linen was wrapped 
about every part to keep the aromatics in contact with 
the flesh. 
mixture of myrrh and aloes of one hundred pounds’ 
weight had been applied to the body of Jesus when he 
was buried. And that a second embalmment was in- 
fended, we learn from Luke xxiii. 56, and xxiv. 1, as 
the hurry to get the body interred before the Sabbath 
did not permit them to complete the embalming in the 
first instance. See an account of the mode of embalm- 
ing among the Egyptians, in the note on Gen. ]. 2, 
and 26. 

Verse 60. Laid it in his own new tomb] Yo all hu- 
man appearance the body of Christ must have had the 
same burial-place with those of the two robbers, as he 
was numbered with the transgressors, and suffered 
with them; for then he was a sacrifice, bearing the 
sin of the world in his own body on the tree ; but now 
the sacrifice is offered, the atonement made and ac- 
cepted, he is no longer to be enrolled with the trans- 
gressors, and, according to a prophecy delivered near- 
ly seven hundred years before that time, he is to have 
the burying-place of a rich man. See Isa. liti. 9,10. 
Had our Lord been buried in the common burial-ground 
of the malefactors, his resurrection could not have been 
so distinctly remarked, as the chief priests would ne- 
ver have thought of sealing the stone there, or setting 
a watch ; but now that the body is got into the hands 
of a friend, they judge it necessary to make use of 
these precautions, in order, as they said, to prevent 
imposture ; and from this very circumstance the resur- 
rection of Christ had its fullest evidence, and was put 
beyond the power of successful contradiction. What a 
number of objections would not human prudence have 
made to Joseph’s conduct, had he consulted it on this 
occasion! It would have represented to him that, 
“this was to expose himself, to bring himself into 
trouble, to render himself suspected, to put himself out 
of all capacity of doing good, to ruin himself irrecover- 
ably ; and now it could do no good to his teacher—he 
is now dead, pie needs no longer any office of kind- 
ness from men.” ‘There is, sometimes in our whole 
life, but one opportunity in which God designs sig- 
nally to employ us; and, through our general baci 
wardness to every Brahe work, we are for reserving 
ourselves to other opportunities, in which God neither 
requires nor will accept our services. 
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From John xix. 39, 40, we learn that a. 


Rolled a great stone to the door] Some are of opi- 
nion that this tomb was cut down into the rock, per 
pendicularly from the surface ; and that the great stone 
spoken of here covered over the entrance to it. ‘The 
stone, no doubt, was intended to secure the place as 
much as possible. 

Verse 61. Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary} 
The mother of James and Joses, ver. 56. The 
mother of our Lord had probably, by this time, been 
taken home to the house of John. See John xix. 26, 27. 

Sitting over against the sepulchre.| ‘These holy 
women, filled with that love to their Lord which death 
cannot destroy, cleaved to him in life, and in death 
were not divided. ‘They came to the grave to see the 
end, and overwhelmed with sorrow and anguish, sat 
down to mourn. 

Verse 62. The next day| This was the seoauile or 
Saturday, and might be what we should term the 


evening of the sixth, or Friday, because the Jews | 


always ended their day when the sun set, and then be — 


gan the next. 

That followed the day of the preparation] That 1s, 
of the Sabbath. The victuals, &c., which were to be 
used on the Sabbath by the Jews, were always pre- 
pared the preceding evening before the sun set. It is 
of this preparation that the evangelist speaks here ; 
and it is the same which is mentioned by Mark, chap. 
xv. 42; by Luke, chap. xxiii. 54; and by John, chap. 
xix. 31. But there was another preparation which 
happened in the same day: viz. The preparation of 
the passover; this began about twelve o "clock, and 
continued till four, the time in which they ate the pas. 
chal lamb. See John xix. 14. 

Verse 63. Sir, we remember, &e.] While ise 
wicked men are fulfilling their own vicious counsels, 
they are subserving the great cause of Christianity. 
Every thing depended on the resurrection of Christ ; 
if it did not appear that he rose from the dead, then 
the whole system was false, and no atonement was 
made. It was necessary therefore that the chief priests 
&c., should make use of every precaution to prevent 
an imposture, that the resurrection of Christ might 
have the fullest evidence to support it. See on ver. 60. 

The word Kupie is here very properly translated sir, 
which, in many other places, is as improperly translated 
Lord. When a Roman is the speaker, or the person 
addressed, Kupze should always be translated sir; when 
strangers address our Lord, the word is a title of civil 
respect, and should, in general, be translated in the 
same way. 

After three days I will rise again. This they pro 
bably took from his saying, Destroy this temple, and 
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- 


Early in the morning 


‘4D 99 «© «84 Command therefore that the 
An, Olymp. sepulchre be made sure until the 
CCIL.1. ; nie: pales 
third day, lest his disciples come by 
night, and steal him away, and say unto the 
people, 7 He is risen from the dead; so the 
last error shall be worse than the first. 


z John xi. 48, &c. ; xii. 32; 2 Thess. ii. 11. 


in three days Iwill build it up. If so, they destroyed, 


by their own words, the false accusation they brought 
against him to put him to death; then they perverted 
the meaning, now they declare it. Thus the wise 
are taken in their own craftiness. Neither the devil 
nor his servants ever speak truth, but when they expect 
to accomplish some bad purpose by it. 

- Verse 64. Lest his disciples come by night] Nv«roc, 


- by night, is wanting in ten of the uncial MSS., and in 


_ 


- 6aVvTo. 


“So 


- several others, and in most of the versions. Erasmus, 


Aldus, Bengel, and Boghard, with Griesbach, leave it 


out of the text. 


Verse 65. Ye have a watch] The Jews had a corps 
of Roman troops, consisting of several companies, as 
a guard for the temple, Acts iv. 1. These companies 
mounted guard by turns, see Luke xxii. 4. Some of 
these companies, which were not then on duty, Pilate 
gave them leave to employ to watch the tomb. 


“Verse 66. Made the sepulchre sure, sealing the | 


stone, and setting a watch.| Or rather, made the tomb 
secure by the guard, and by sealing the stone. 1 follow 
Kypke, in construing “eta ty¢ Kovorwdcac, with nodare- 
The guard was to take care that the disciples 
should not steal him away; and the seal, which was 

robably the seal of the governor, was to prevent the 

uards from being corrupted so as to permit the theft. 
very thing was done which human policy and 
prudence could, to prevent a resurrection, which these 
very precautions had the most direct tendency to 
authenticate and establish. How wonderful are 
the wisdom and goodness of God !—and how true is 


_ it, that there is neither might nor counsel against him ! 


1. The death of Christ was ordered, so as to be wit- 
nessed by thousands ; and if his resurrection take place, 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


women come to the sepulchre. 


65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have AM. A033, 
a watch: go it As. Olymp. 
go your way, make 7 as Oye 

sure as ye can. a 
66 So they went and made the sepul- 


chre sure, * sealing the stone, and setting a 


| watch. 


a Dan. vi. 17. 


it must be demonstrated; and it cannot take place 
without being incontestable, such are the precautions 
used here to prevent all wnposture. 

2. The more the circumstances of the death of 
Christ are examined, the more astonishing the whole 
will appear. ‘The death is uncommon—the person 
uncommon—and the object uncommon ; and the whole 
is grand, majestic, and awful. Nature itself is thrown 
into unusual action, and by means and causes wholly 
supernatural. In every part, the finger of God most 
evidently appears. 

3. How glorious does Christ appear in his death! 
Were it not for his thirst, his exclamation on the cross, 
and the piercing of his side, we should have found it 
difficult to believe that such a person could ever have 
entered the empire of death; but the divinity and the 
manhood equally appear, and thus the certainty of the 
atonement is indubitably established. 

4. But who can reflect on the state of the poor 
disciples, during the whole of the time in which our 
blessed Lord lay under the empire of death, without 
sharing their sorrows! When he expired on the cross 
their expectation was cut off; and when his body was 
laid in the grave their hopes were buried ; and nothing 
but the resurrection of Christ from the dead could have 
given a resurrection to their hopes. It is true they 
had heard him say that he would rise again the third 
day ; but in this it is evident their faith was very im- 
perfect ; and the uncertainty, perplexity, anxiety, and 
distress which they in consequence must have suffered, 
can neither be described nor imagined. Though we 
know the glorious result, yet who can help sympathizing 
with the pious father, the virgin mother, and the dis- 
consolate disciples ! 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


The resurrection of Christ declared by an angel to the two Marys at the sepulchre, 1-6. 


misstoned to announce this to the disciples, 7. 
meet the disciples in Galilee, 8-10. 
taken place, 11. 

they slept, 12-15. 


They are com- 


They go, and are met by Christ himself, who promises to 
The watch go inta the city, and report to the chief priests what had 
They give them money, to say that has disciples had stolen the body by mnght, while 

Christ meets the eleven disciples in a mountain of Galilee, 16, 17. 


Fe gives them 


a commission to preach the Gospel throughout the earth; to baptize in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; and promises to be with them to the end of the world, 18-20. 


A. M. 4033. JN the end of the sabbath, as it 


a Mark xvi. 1; Luke xxiv. 1; John xx. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXVIII. 
Verse 1. In the end of the Sabbath] Owe de caB- 
Barwv. After the end of the week: this is the trans- 
1 


A. M. 4033. 
10 SCG", Dp. 29, 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


dalene, ® and the other Mary, 
the sepulchre. 
2 And, behold, there * was a great 


> Chap. xxvii. 56. © Or, had been. 


lation given by several eminent critics; and in this 

way the word owe is used by the most eminent Greek 

writers. Thucydides, lib. iv. chap. 93, ru¢ 7uepag ope 
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An angel declares 


A. M. 4033. earthquake: for ¢the angel of the 


Lord descended from heaven, and 
came and rolled back the stone from 
the door, and sat upon it. 

3 © His countenance was like lightning, and 
his raiment white as snow: 

4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, 
and became as dead men. 

5 And the angel answered and said unto the 


4 See Mark xvi. 5; Luke xxiv. 4; John xx. 12. e Dan. 


Ge 


nv—the day was ended. Plutarch, ope tov Bactrewe 
xpovuv—after the times of the king. Philostratus, 
oe Tar Tpotxov—afler the Trojan war. See Rosen- 
miller. In general the Jews divided their natural day, 
which consisted of twenty-four hours, into day and 
night. Their artificial day began at the rvsing and 
ended at the setting of the sun; all the rest of the 
time, from the setting to the rising of the sun, they 
termed night: hence the same word, in Hebrew, sig- 
nifies both evening and night. Gen. i. 5; Mark vi. 47. 
Matthew has employed the word in this extensive sense 
here, pointing out the latter part of the Jewish night, 
that which immediately preceded the rising of the sun, 
and not that first part which we call the evening. The 
transaction mentioned here evidently took place early 
on the morning of the third day after our Lord’s cru- 
cifixion ; what is called our Sunday morning, or first 
day of the next week. s 

Came—to see the sepulchre.| That is, they set out 
at this time in order to visit the tomb of our Lord, and 
also to weep there, John xi. 31, and to embalm the 
body of our Lord, Luke xxiv. 1. St. Matthew omits 
Mary Salome, mentioned by Mark; and Joanna, the 
wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, mentioned by Luke. 
The other Mary was the wife of Cleopas, and mother 
of James and Joses, mentioned before, chap. xxvii. 56. 
Were not Mary and Salome two distinct persons ? 

Verse 2. A great earthquake] Zevopoc, a shaking or 
commotion of any kind: probably the word means no 
more than the confusion caused among the guards by 
the angel’s appearance. All this had taken place be- 
fore the women reached the sepulchre. 

The angel of the Lord descended from heaven] 
Matthew is very particular in this, to show that the 
word angel is not to be taken in the sense of an ordi- 
nary messenger, who might have come from Joseph of 
Arimathea, or from any other; but in the sense of an 
extraordinary messenger, who descended from Gop, 
out of heaven, for this very purpose. It is likely that 
the angel had descended, rolled away the stone, and 
was sitting on it, before the women reached the tomb. 

Verse 3. His countenance] His appearance, 4 wea 
avtov; or, as face, for so the word is used in some 
of the best Greek writers. It seems, from Mark xvi. 5, 
that this angel had assumed the appearance of a 
young man. 

Like lightning| Coruscations of glory continually 
flaming from his face. ‘This might produce the con- 
fusion mentioned verse 2. 

His raiment white as snow) He was clothed in gar- 
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the resurrection of Christ 


F A.M. 4033. 
women, Fear not ye: for I know “,", “5° 


that ye seek Jesus, which was - oe 
crucified. mene 

6 He is not here: for he is risen, ‘as he 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that 
he is risenfrom the dead ; and, behold, # he go- 
eth before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see 
him: lo, I have told you. 


f Chap. xii. 40; xvi. 21; xvii. 23; xx. 19——s Chap. xxvi. 32; 
Mark xvi. 7. 


ments emblematical of the glad tidings which he came 
to announce. It would have been inconsistent with the 
message he brought, had the angel appeared in black 
robes, such as those preposterously wear who call 
themselves his successors in the ministry of a once 
suffering, but now risen and highly exalted, Saviour. 
But the world is as full of nonsense as of sin; and who 
can correct and bring it to reason and piety ? 

Verse 4. The keepers—became as dead men.] God 
can, by one and the same means, comfort his servants, 
and terrify his enemies. The resurrection of Christ 
is a subject of terror to the servants of sin, and a 
subject of consolation to the sons of God; because it 
is a proof of the resurrection of both, the one to 
shame and everlasting contempt—the other to eternal 
glory and joy. M 

Verse 5. I know that ye seek Jesus| Speaking after 
the manner of men, these women deserved to be the 
first witnesses of the resurrection of Christ: during 
life they ministered to him, and in death they were not 


divided. They attended him to the cross, notwith- 
standing their attachment to him exposed them to the 
most imminent danger; and now they come to watch 


and weep at his roms. The common opinion is, that 
women are more fickle and less courageous than men. 
The reverse of this I believe to be the truth, in those 
who are thoroughly converted to God; and who, pre- 
viously to conversion, whether man or woman, can be 
trusted in any case ? 

Verse 6. Come, see the place} The tomb in which 
our Lord was laid was no doubt like the rest of the Jewish 
burying places, a receptacle for the several dead of a 
whole family, divided into separate niches, where each 
had his place. Come and see the place—was tanta- 
mount to, Come and see the niche in which he was 
laid—it is now empty ; nor was there any other body 
in the place, for the tomb was a new one, in which no 
man had ever been laid, John xix. 413; so there could 
be no deception in the case. 

Verse 7. Go quickly and tell his disciples! Thus 
these faithful women proclaim the Gospel to those who 
were afterwards to be the teachers of the whole human 
race! Behold what honour God puts upon those who 
persevere in his truth, and continue to acknowledge him 
before men! 

That he is risen from the dead| There is a remark- 
able saying of R. Judah Hakkodesh, which some critics 
quote on this subject: “ After THREE pays the soun 
of the Messiah shall reTurN to its body, and he shall 
Go ouT of that stone in whieh he shall be surizp.” 

1 


CHAP. 


Jesus meets the women as 


suas ‘Oe = 8 ~And they departed quickly from 


Be Clyinp. the sepulchre with fear and great 
joy; and did run to bring se dis- 
ciples word. 

9 4 And as they went to tell his disciples, 
behold, ® Jesus met them, saying, All hail. 
And they came and held him by the feet, and 
worshipped him. 

10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: 
go, tell ? my brethren that they go into Galilee, 
and there shall they see me. 

(11 4 Now when they were going, behold, 


XXVIII. they go to tell the disciples. 


some of the watch came into the 4,™, 4033. 
city, and showed unto the chief Ae yon 
priests all the things that were done. 

12 And when they were assembled with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large 
money unto the soldiers, 

13 Saying, say ye, His disciples came by 
night, and stole him awdy while we slept. 

14 And if this come to the governor’s ears, 
we will persuade him, and secure you. 

15 So they took the money, and did as they 
were taught: and this saying is commonly re 


h See Mark xvi. 9; John xx. 14. 


Goeth before you into Galilee] As himself promised, 
chap. xxvi. 32. 

Verse 8. They departed quickly from the sepulchre] 
At the desire of the angel they went into the tomb, to 
have the fullest certainty of the resurrection. 

Fear and great joy| Fear, produced by the appear- 
ance of this glorious messenger of God; and great joy 
occasioned by the glad tidings of the resurrection of 
their Lord and Master. At the mention of unexpected 
good news, fear and joy are generally intermingled. 


Vix sum apud me, ita animus commotus est metu, 
Spe, gaudio, mirando héc tanto, tam repentino bono. 
Terent. Andr. v. 945. 


*T am almost beside myself, my mind is so agitated 
with fear, hope, and joy, at this unexpected good news.” 

Verse 9. And as they went to tell his disciples] 
This clause is wanting in the Codex Vatican, and Co- 
dex Beze, and in twenty others, and in most of the 
versions. ‘The omission is approved by Mill, Bengel, 
and Schmid. Grvesbach leaves it in the text with a 
- note of doubtfulness.. It appears to be superfluous. 
To connect this with the next clause, the particle «az, 
and, is obliged to be suppressed in all the translations. 
I think the verse should begin with, And behold he 
goeth, &c., and the former clause be suppressed. Pro- 
babiliter delenda, says Professor White, in his Crisews 
Griesbachiane, speaking of the preceding words. 

Jesus met them| Christ bestows his graces and con- 
solations by degrees, first by his angels, and then by 
himself. He does not reveal himself to incredulous 
and disobedient souls; he appears not even to those 
women till he has tried their faith and obedience by 
his ministering angels. 

All hail.] Anglo-Saxon, bale pere ge, Health be to 
you! Xapere, Be ye safe, reyoice. 

And they held him by the feet, and worshipped him.] 
This kind of reverence is in daily use among the Hin- 
doos : when a disciple meets his religious guide in the 
public streets, he prostrates himself before him, and, 
taking the dust from his teacher’s feet, rubs it on his 
forehead, breast, &c. See Warv’s Customs. 

Verse 10. Be not afraid] They were seized with 
fear at the sight of the angel; and this was now re- 
newed by this unexpected appearance of Christ. See 
the note on ver. 8. 

Go, tell my brethren] ‘This is the first time our 

1 


i See John xx. 17; Rom. viii. 29; Heb. ii. 11. 


Lord called his disciples by this endearing name : they 
no doubt thought that their Lord would reproach them 
with their past cowardice and infidelity ; but, in speak- 
ing thus, he gives them a full assurance, in the most 
tender terms, that all that was passed was as buried 
for ever. 

Verse 11. Some of the watch] Or guards. Proba- 
bly the rest still remained at the tomb, waiting for 
orders to depart, and had sent these to intimate to their 
employers the things that had taken place. 

Verse 12. With the elders| That is, the senators 
of the great Sanhedrin or Jewish council of state, else- 
where called the elders of the people ; they could now 
meet, as the Sabbath was over. 

Verse 13. His disciples came by night} This was 
as absurd as it was false. On one hand, the terror of 
the disciples, the smallness of their number (only 
eleven ;) and-their almost total want of faith; on the 
other, the great danger of such a bold enterprise, the 
number of armed men who guarded the tomb, the au- 
thority of Pilate and of the Sanhedrin, must render 
such an imposture as this utterly devoid of credit. 

Stole him away while we slept.| Here is a whole 
heap of absurdities. Ist. Is it likely that so many 
men would all fall asleep, in the open air, at once? 
Qdly. Is it at all probable that a Roman guard should 
be found off their watch, much less asleep, when it was 
instant death, according to the Roman military laws, 
to be found in this state? 3dly. Could they be so 
sound asleep as not to awake with all the noise which 
must be necessarily made by removing the great stone, 
and taking away the body? 4thly. Is it at all likely 
that these disciples coud have had time sufficient to 
do all this, and to come and return, without being per- 
ceived by any person? And 5dthly. If they were 
asleep, hew could they possibly know that it was the 
disciples that stole him, or indeed that any person or 
persons stole him 1—for, being asleep, they could see 
no person. From their own testimony, therefore, the 
resurrection may be as fully proved as the theft. 

Verse 14. If this come to the governor’s ears] Pi- 
late— we will persuade him that it is for his own inte- 
rest and honour to join in the deception; and we will 
render you secure—we will take care that you shall 
not suffer that punishment for this pretended breach of 
duty which otherwise you might expect. 

Verse 15. Until this day.| That is to say, the time 
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Jesus meets his disciples. 


A. M. 4033. eae 
Re ios, ae among the Jews until this 
n. Olym ay. 
CCII ib bh ) 


16 § Then the eleven disciples 
went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
k where Jesus had appointed them. 

17 And when they saw him, they worshipped 
him: but some doubted. 


k Chap. xxvi. 32 ; ver. 7——1 Dan. vii. 13, 14; chap. x1. 27; xvi. 
28; Luke i. 32; x. 22; John ili. 35; v.22; xili.3; xvii. 2; Acts 
ii. 36; Rom. xiv. 9; 1 Cor. xv. 27; Eph. i. 10,21; Phil. ii. 9, 10; 


in which Matthew wrote his Gospel; which is sup- 
posed by some to have been ezght, by others eighteen, 
and by others thirty years after our Lord’s resurrection. 

Verse 16. Then the eleven disciples went| When 
the women went and told them that they had seen the 
Lord, and that he had promised to meet them in Gall- 
lee. From the eleventh to the fifteenth verse inclu- 
sive, should be read in a parenthesis, as the sixteenth 
verse is the continuation of the subject mentioned in 
the tenth. 

Verse 17. But some doubted.| That is, Thomas 
only at first doubted. The expression simply intimates, 
that they did not all believe at that time. See the same 
form noticed on chap. xxvi. 8, and chap. xxvii. 44. 

Verse 18. And Jesus came and spake unto them] It 
is supposed by some that the reason why any doubted 
was, that when they saw Jesus at first, he was at a 
distance; but when he came up, drew near to them, 
they were fully persuaded of the identity of his person. 

All power is gwen unto me] Or, All authority in 
heaven and upon earth is given unto me. One fruit 
of the sufferings and resurrection of Christ is repre- 
sented to be, his having authority or right in heaven 
to send down the Holy Spirit—to raise up his follow- 
ers thither—and to crown them in the kingdom of an 
endless glory : 7m earth, to convert sinners ; to sanctify, 
protect, and perfect his Church; to subdue all nations 
to himself; and, finally, to judge all mankind. If 
Jesus Christ were not equal with the Father, could he 
have claimed this equality of power, without being 
guilty of impiety and blasphemy? Surely not; and 
does he not, in the fullest manner, assert his Godhead, 
and his equality with the Father, by claiming and pos- 
sessing all the authority in heaven and earth 1—i. e. 
all the power and authority by which both empires are 
governed ? 

Verse 19. Go ye therefore} Because I have the 
authority aforesaid, and can send whomsoever I will to 
do whatsoever 1 please :—teach, pafytevoate, make 
disciples of all nations, bring them to an acquaintance 
with God who bought them, and then baptize them in 
the name of the Father. It is natural to suppose that 
adults were the first subjects of baptism; for as the 
Gospel was, in a peculiar manner, sent to the Gentiles, 
they must hear and receive it, before they could be 
expected to renounce their old prejudices and idolatries, 
and come into the bonds of the Christian covenant. 
But, certainly, no argument can be drawn from this 
concession against the baptism of children. When 
the Gentiles and Jews had received the faith and bless- 
ings of the Gospel, it is natural enough to suppose they 
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Their commission. 


A. M. 4033. 
18 4 And Jesus came and spake 4,%) 55’ 


unto them, saying, 1 All power is Pa Gree 
given unto me in heaven and in i 
earth. 

19 ™ Go ye therefore, and teach ° all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost : 


Heb. i. 2; ii. 8; 1 Pet. iii. 22; Rev. xvii. 14. m Mark xvi. 15. 
n Jsa. lii. 10; Luke xxiv. 47; Acts ii. 38, 39; Rom. x. 18; Col. 
1.23: © Or, make disciples, or, Christians of all nations. 


should wish to get their children incorporated with the 
visible Church of Christ ; especially if, as many pious 
and learned men have believed, baptism succeeded to 
circumcision, which I think has never yet been dis- 
proved. The apostles knew well that the Jews not 
only circumcised the children of proselytes, but also 
baptized them ; and as they now received a commission 
to teach and proselyte all the nations, and baptize them 
in the name of the holy Trinity, they must necessarily 
understand that infants were included : nor could they, 
the custom of their country being considered, have 
understood our Lord differently, unless he had, in the 
most express terms, said that they were not to baptize 
children, which neither he nor his apostles ever did. 
And as to the objection, that the baptized were obliged 
to profess their faith, and that, therefore, only adults 
should be baptized, there is no weight at all in it; be- 
cause what is spoken of such refers to those who, only 
at that period of life, heard the Gospel, and were not 
born of parents who had been Christians; therefore 
they could not have been baptized into the Christian 
faith, forasmuch as no such faith was at their infancy 
preached in the world. That the children and even 
infants, of proselytes, were baptized among the Jews, 
and reputed, in consequence, clean, and partakers of 
the blessings of the covenant, see proved at large by 
Wetstein, in his note on Matt. ili. 16.—See the note 
on chap. ii. 6, and particularly on Mark xvi. 16. 

In the name of the Father, &c.| Baptism, properly 
speaking, whether administered by dipping or sprink- 
ling, signifies a full and eternal consecration of the 
person to the service and honour of that Being in 
whose name it is administered ; but this consecration 
can never be made to a creature; therefore the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are not crea- 
tures. Again, baptism is not made in the name of a 
quality or attribute of the Divine nature ; therefore 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, are not 
qualities or attributes of the Divine nature. The 
orthodox, as they are termed, have generally consi- 
dered this text as a decisive proof of the doctrine of 
the holy Trinity: and what else can they draw from 
it? Is it possible for words to convey a plainer sense 
than these dot And do they not direct every reader to 
consider the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as 
three distinct persons? ‘* But this I can never believe.” 
IT cannot help that—you shall not be persecuted by me 
for differing from my opinion. I cannot go over to 
you ; I must abide by what I believe to be the mean- 
ing of the Seriptures. Dr. Lightfoot has some good 
thoughts on this commission given to the apostles :— 
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Christ's promise to be with hs 


pep Ose 20 ?'Teaching them to observe 


a all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: 4 and, lo, 


P John xiv. 14-18; Aets ii. 42; 1 Tim. vi. 14. 


“J. Christ commands them to go and baptize the 
nations: but how much time was past before such a 
journey was taken! And when the time was now come 
that this work should be begun, Peter doth not enter 
upon it without a previous admonition given him from 
heaven. And this was occasioned hereby, that, ac- 
cording to the command of Christ, the Gospel was 
first to be preached to Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. 

“11. He commands them to baptize in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; 
but among the Jews, they baptized only in the name of 
Jesus. See Acts il. 38, and viii. 16, and xix. 5. 
For this reason, that thus the baptizers might assert, 
and the baptized confess, Jesus ta be the true Messias ; 
which was chiefly controverted by the Jews. Of the 
same nature is that apostolic blessing, Grace and 
peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Where then is the Holy Ghost? He is not 
excluded, however he be not named. The Jews did 
more easily consent to the Spirit of the Messias, which 
they very much celebrate, than to the person of the 
Messias. Above all others they deny and abjure Jesus 
of Nazareth. It belonged to the apostles, therefore, 
the more earnestly to assert Jesus (to be the Messias) 
by how much the more vehemently they opposed him : 
which being once cleared, the acknowledging of the 
Spirit of Christ would be introduced without delay or 
scruple. Moses, (in Wxod. vi. 14,) going about to 
reckon up all the tribes of Israel, goes no farther than 
the tribe of Zev: ; and takes up with that to which his 
business and story at that present related. In like 
manner, the apostles, for the present, baptize in the 
name of Jesus, and bless in the name of the Father 
and of Jesus, that thereby they might more firmly 
establish the doctrine of Jesus, which met with such 
sharp and virulent opposition; which doctrine being 
established among them, they would soon agree about 
the Holy Ghost. 

“II. Among the Jews, the controversy was about 
the true Messias ; among the Gentiles, about the true 
God. It was therefore proper among the Jews to 
baptize in the name of Jesus, that he might be vindi- 
cated to be the true Messias. Among the Gentiles, 
um the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, that they might be hereby instructed in 
the doctrine of the true God.—Let this be particularly 
noted. 

“TV. The Jews baptized proselytes into the name 
of the Father, that is, into the profession of God, 
whom they called by the name of Father. ‘The apos- 
tles baptize the Jews into the name of Jesus the Son, 
and the Gentiles, into the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

“V. The Father hath revealed himself in the old 
covenant; the Son in the new; in human flesh by 
his miracles, doctrine, resurrection and ascension ; the 
Holy Ghost in his gifts and miracles. Thus the doc- 
trine of the ever blessed Trinity grew by degrees to 
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disciples to the end of the world. 


I am with you alway, even A,M, 4033, 


A. D. 29. 
unto the end of the world. An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 

tr Amen. 


4 Chap. xiii. 39-49; xxiv. 3; 2 Tim. ii. 2——"l Cor. xiv. 16. 


full maturity. For the arriving to the acknowledg 
ment of which, it was incumbent upon all who pro- 
fessed the true God to be three ‘in one to be baptized 
into his name.” Ligutroot’s Works, vol. ii. p. 274. 

Verse 20. Teaching them to observe all things] 
Men are ignorant of Divine things, and must be taught 
Only those can be considered as proper teachers of the 
ignorant who are thoroughly instructed in whatsoever 
Christ has commanded. Persons who are entrusted 
with the public ministry of the word should take care 
that they teach not human creeds and confessions of 
faith, in place of the Sacred Writings; but those 
things, and those only, which Jesws has commanded. 

And, lo, Tam with you alway] kat Wov eyo jue? 
duwov eye Tacag Tac Hiepac—literally, Behold, I am 
with you every day. A minister of Christ should 
consider, that while his soul simply and uniformly 
follows Jesus, he shall be made a constant instrument 
of bringing many sons and daughters to glory. The 
dark, it is true, must be enlightened, the ignorant in- 
structed, the profligate reclaimed, the guilty justified, 
and the unholy sanctified; and who is sufficient for 
this work ? He with whom the Son of God is nvery 
DAY, and none other. 

Unto the end of the world.| Some translate, fo¢ ry¢ 
ovvTederac Tov atwvoc, to the end of this age ; meaning 
the apostolic age, or Jewish dispensation; and then 
they refer the promise of Christ’s presence to the 
working of miracles, and explain this by Mark xvi. 
17-19. By my name they shall cast out demons, &c., 
&e. But though the words are used in this sense in 
several places, see chap. xii. 39, 40, 49, and xxiv. 
3, yet it is certain they were repeatedly used among 
the primitive ecclesiastical writers to denote the con- 
summation of all things; and it is likely that this is 
the sense in which they are used here, which the 
Anglo-Saxon has happily expressed: And Ic beo md 
eop ealle dazar od ponulde ge-endunze—And I, be with 
you all days, until world ending; and this is indis- 
pensably necessary, because the presence and influence 
of Jesus Christ are essentially requisite in every age 
of the world, to enlighten, instruct, and save the lost. 
The promise takes in not only the primitive aposiles, 
but also all their successors in the Christian ministry, 
as long as the earth shall endure. 

Amen.| ‘This word is omitted by some of the old- 
est and most authentic MSS., and by some versions 
and fathers. When it is considered that the word 
amen simply means so be it! we may at once perceive 
that it could not be added by our Lord. For our Lord 
could not pray that his own will might be done, or his 
own promise fulfilled. The word is, therefore, utterly 
impertinent as a part of the sacred text, and could 
neither have been added by our Lord, nor by the evan- 
gelist. The amens at the end of the sacred books 
have no other authority than what they derive from 
the transcribers of copies; and, at best, are only to be 
considered as the pious wish of the writer, or of the 
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Church, that the promises contained in the sacred 
volume may be accomplished. Indeed, it seems often 
to have no other meaning than our finas at the end of 
our books. 

In the MSS. and versions there are various sud- 
scriptions, or epigraphs, to this Gospel: the following 
are the principal :— 

“The Gospel according to Matthew—written by 
him in Jerusalem—in Palestine—in the east—in the 
Hebrew dialect—in Hebrew—eight years after the 
ascension of Christ—interpreted by John—by James 
the brother of the Lord.” 

The subscription in some copies of the Arabic ver- 
sion is very full: “The end of the copy of the Gos- 
pel of Matthew the Apostle. He wrote it in the land 
of Palestine, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in the 
Hebrew tongue, eight years after the bodily ascension 
of Jesus the Messiah into heaven, in the first year of 
the reign of Claudius Cesar, king of Rome.” 

These are sufficient to show how little credit should 
be attached to the subscriptions found at the end of the 
sacred books, either in the MSS., or in the versions. 


1. In concluding my notes on this evangelist, I 
cannot express myself better than in the words of the 
late Mr. Wakefield, to whom this commentary has been 
in many instances indebted. ‘I have now finished 
my observations on the Gospel of Matthew: a piece 
of history, it must be acknowledged, the most singular 
in its composition, the most wonderful in its contents, 
and the most amportant in its object, that was ever 
exhibited to the notice of mankind. For simplicity of 
narrative, and an artless relation of facts, without any 
applause or censure, or digressive remarks, on the part 
of the historian, upon the characters introduced in it; 
without any intermixture of his own opinion, upon 
any subject whatsoever; and for a multiplicity of in- 
ternal marks of credibility, this Gospel certainly has 
no parallel among human productions.” 

2. One thing the pious and intelligent reader has, 
no doubt, already noticed: there is not one truth, or 
doctrine, in the whole oracles of God, which is not 
taught in this evangelist. The outlines of the whole 
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spiritual system are here correctly laid down: even 
Paul himself has added nothing ; he has amplified and 
illustrated the truths contained in this Gospel; but, 
even under the direct inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 
neither he nor any other of the apostles have brought 
to light any one truth, the prototype of which has not 
been found in the words or acts of our blessed Lord, 
as related by Matthew, in the work which has already 
passed under review. The Gospel by St. Matthew is 
the grand text-book of Christianity; the other Gos- 
pels are collateral evidences of its truth, and the apos- 
tolic epistles are comments on the text. In the com- 
mencement of this work, I stated my wish, ‘ to. assist 
my fellow labourers in the vineyard to lead men to 
nim who is the fountain of all excellence, goodness, 
truth, and happiness ;—to magnify his Law, and make 
it honourable ;—to show the wonderful provision made 
in his Gospen for the recovery and salvation of a sin- 
ful world ;—to prove that God’s great design is to 
make his creatures HAPPY; and that such a salvation 
as it becomes God to give, and such as man needs to 
receive, is within the grasp of every human soul.”— 
General Preface, before Genesis. And having thus 
far done what I could, in reference to these great and 
important purposes, here I register my thanks to the 
ever-blessed God, Father, Word, and Holy Spirit, that 
he has permitted me to cast my mite into this sacred 
treasury, to add my feeble testimony to his Eternal 
Truth; and has spared me, in the midst of many in- 
firmities and oppressive labours, to see the conclusion 
of this Gospel, a consummation which I had long de- 
voutly wished, but which I had scarcely hoped ever to 
see realized. 

May the Divine Author of this sacred book give the 
reader a heart-felt experience of all the truths it con- 
tains; make and keep him wise unto salvation; build 
him up in this most holy faith; and give him an 
inheritance among the blessed, through Christ Jesus, 
the Friend of mankind, and the Saviour of sinners, 
who is the olject and end of this glorious system of 
truth! And to Him, with the Father and Eternal 
Spirit, be glory and dominion, thanksgiving and obe- 
dience, for ever and ever. Amen and amen! 
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PREFACE TO THE GOSPEL 


ACCORDING TO 


LS MM Ask. 


WITH A SHORT ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE 


For an explication of the word Gospert, and the title Sainr, see the Preface to Matt. p. 30. Marx. 

This person, the second in the commonly received order of the four evangelists, was named Joun Marx, 
and was the son of a pious woman called Mary, who dwelt at Jerusalem: she was an early believer, and the 
disciples used to meet at her house. Peter, having been delivered out of prison by an angel, came to the 
house of Mary, mother of John, whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying, Acts 
xii. 12. This very first mention of John Mark assures us of Peter’s intimacy in that family: it is almost 
universally allowed that Mark, mentioned by Peter, 1. Epist. chap. v. 13, is this evangelist, and that he is the 
same with him who is called sister’s son to Barnabas, Col. iv. 10, and is supposed to have been converted by 
Peter to the Christian faith. Mr. W. Whiston supposes him to have been Peter’s own son. See his Prim- 
tive New Test. Notes at the end. He travelled from Jerusalem to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, Acts 
xil. 25, and some short time after he accompanied them to other countries as their minister, Acts xiii. 5. 
When they returned to the continent, and came on shore at Perga in Pamphylia, he departed from them and 
returned to Jerusalem, ver. 13. Afterwards he would have gone with Paul and Barnabas, but the former 
refused to take him, because of his having left them at Pamphylia; Paul and Barnabas then separated, and 
Mark accompanied his uncle Barnabas to Cyprus, Acts xv. 36-41. Afterwards Paul and he were fully re- 
conciled, as evidently appears from 2 Tim. iv. 11: Take Mark, and bring him with thee; for he is profitable 
to me for the ministry. ‘This appears also from Philemon, ver. 24, where Mark is styled Paul’s fellow- 
labourer ; and from Col. iv. 10, where we find the apostle recommending him in a particular manner to the 
Church of God at that place. He is generally supposed to have been particularly intimate with St. Peter, to 
have written his Gospel at Rome, A. D. 64, and to have died at Alexandria in Hgypt, in the eighth year of 
the reign of Nero. Dr. Larpner has fully proved that Mark the evangelist, and John Mark nephew to 
Barnabas, were one and the same person. See his Works, vol. vi. p. 77, &c. 

How Mark composed his Gospel, is a question not yet decided among learned men. Many of the primitive 
fathers, such as Paptas, Clemens Alexandrinus, Ireneus, Tertullian, Origen, Eusebius, &c., believed that he 
was only the amanuensis of St. Peter; that this apostle, through modesty, would not put his name to the 
work, but dictated the whole account, and Mark wrote it down from his mouth. St. Augustine appears to 
have been the first who maintained that Mark abridged St. Matthew’s Gospel ; and that it is not to be considered 
as an original work :—on this opinion several remarks will be made in the course of these notes. Others 
suppose that Mark compiled it, partly out of Matthew’s Gospel, and partly out of the Gospel of Luke. But 
most of these are conjectures which appear to have very little foundation. Critics are also divided concerning 
the language in which it was written, and the people.to whom it was sent. Some have contended for a Latin 
original, because of several Latin words found in it, such as omexovAatwp, chap. vi. 27, one of the guard ; 
KevTupiwyv, xv. 39, 44, 45, a centurion, a captain of one hundred men; ocvoonuov, xiv. 44, a signal, a sign 
agreed on. But such words are better accounted for by supposing that his Gospel was written for the use 
of the Roman people; and that it is on this account that he wholly passes by the genealogy of our Lord, 
as being a point of no consequence to Gentile converts, though very necessary for the Jews, and especially 
the Jews of Palestine. That it was originally written in Greek, is a point now acknowledged by almost all 
Jearned men. 

It may be necessary to state the things omitted. by Mark in the beginning of his Gospel which are mentioned 


by Matthew and Luke. 
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The Preracr, found in Luke and John, chap. i. 

The Conception of Elizabeth, Luke i. 5-25. 

. The Sanurarion of Mary, Luke i. 26-38. 

. Mary’s Visir to Elizabeth, Luke i. 39-56. 

. John Baptist’s Birra, Luke i. 57—79. 

The Angel’s Appearance to Joseph, Matt. i. 18-25. 

. The Birtu of Curist, Matt. i. 25; Luke ii. 1-7. 

. The Geneatocy of Curist, Matt. i. 1-17; Luke iii. 1-76. 

. The Appearance of the Angel to the Surpuerps, Luke ii. 8-20. 

10. The Circumcision of Curist, Matt. 1. 25; Luke ii. 21. 

11. The Presentation of Christ in the Temple, Luke ii. 22-38. 

12. The Coming of the Mac, Matt. ii. 1-12. 

13. The Frieur into Egypt, Matt. ii. 13-15. 

14. Herod’s Murver of the Innocents, Matt. ii. 16-18. 

15. The Return of the Holy Family from Egypt, Matt. ii. 19-23; Luke ii. 39. 
16. Christ’s Journey to Jerusalem when twelve years of age, Luke ii. 40-48. 


From the particulars enumerated here, it appears that the things omitted by Mark are also omitted by John, 
except the Preface; and that St. Luke is the most circumstantial. 
For other particulars relative to this Gospel, see at the end of the last chapter. 
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THE GOSPEL 


ACCORDING TO 


tian st bok VLE <A goniltitir ult x 


Usherian year of the World, 4030.—Alexandrian year of the World, 5528.—Antiochian year of the World, 
5518.—Constantinopolitan Aira of the World, 5534.—Rabbinical year of the World, 3786.—Year of 
the Julian Period, 4740.—Atra of the Seleucide, 338.—Year of the Christian Avra, 26.—Year of the 
CCI. Olympiad, 2.—Year of the building of Rome, 769.—Year of the Julian Altra, 71.—Year of the 
Cesarean Altra of Antioch, 74.—Year of the Spanish Aira, 64.—Year of the Paschal Cycle or Dionysian 
Period, 27.—Year of the Christian Lunar Cycle; or Golden Number, 8.—Year of the Rabbinical Lunay 
Cycle, 5.—Year of the Solar Cycle, 7.—Dominical Letter, F.—Epact, 17.—Year of the Emperor 
Tiberius, 14.—Consuls, C. Calvisius Sabinus, and Cn. Corn. Lentulus Getulicus, from J anuary 1 to July 1; 
and Q. Marcius Barca and T. Rustius Nummus Gallus, for the remainder of the year. The reason why 
two sets of Consuls appear in this Chronology is this: the Consuls were changed every year in July 3 


therefore, taking in the whole year, four Consuls necessarily appear: two for the first siz months, and two 
for the latter half of the year. 


CHAPTER I. 


The mission, preaching, and success of John Baptist, 1-5. His manner of life, 6. 
baptizes him in Jordan, 7-11. The temptation of Christ, 12, 13. 
gins to preach, 14,15. He calls Andrew and Simon, 16-18. James and John, 19, 20. Teaches in 
Capernaum, 21, 22. Casts owt a demon, 23-28. Goes into*the house of Simon; and heals his mother= 
in-law, 29-31. Heals many diseased persons, 32-34. Goes to the desert, and is followed by his disci« 
ples, 35-37. Preaches in different towns and synagogues of Galilee, and casts out devils, 38, 39 


Proclaims Christ, ani 
John being put in prison, Christ be- 


Cleanses a leper, who publishes abroad his miraculous cure, 40-45. 


ae ieee "THE beginning of the Gospel 
An. Olymp. _ of Jesus Christ, *the Son of 
CCl..2. 
pee Gods 
2 As it is written in the prophets, ® Behold, 
I send my messenger before thy face, which 
shall prepare thy way before thee. 


Pack A. M. 4036. 
ae The voice of one erying in thers: ere 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of An, Olymp 
the Lord, make his paths straight. — 


4 4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and 


a Matt. xiv. 33; Luke i. 35; John i. 34.——»? Mal. iii. 1; 
Matt. xi. 10; Luke vii. 27, 


NOTES ON CHAP. I. 

Verse 1. The beginning of the Gospel] It is with 
the utmost propriety that Mark begins the Gospel dis- 
pensation by the preaching of John the Baptist, he 
being the forerunner of Jesus Christ, and the first 
proclaimer of the incarnated Messiah. Gospel—for 
the meaning of the word see the preface to Matthew. 

Son of God] To point out his Divine origin; and 
thus glancing at his miraculous conception. This was 
an essential character of the Messiah. See Matt. xvi. 
16; xxvi. 63; Luke xxii. 67, &c. 

Verse 2. As it is written in the prophets] Rather, 
As it is written by Isaiah the prophet. 1 think this 
reading should be adopted, instead of that in the com- 
mon text. It is the reading of the Coder Beze, Va- 
tican, and several other MSS. of great repute. It is 
found also in the Syriac, Persic, Coptic, Armenian, 

Von i. (1S) 


preach the baptism of repentance ° for the 
remission of sins; 
eIsa: xl. 3; Matt. iii. 3; Luke iii. 4; John i. 15, 23. 


4 Matt. i.1; Luke ii. 3; John iii. 23.— 


€ OF, into. 


Gothic, Vulgate, and Itala versions, and in several of 
the fathers. As this prophecy is found both in Lsaiah 
and Malachi, probably the reading was changed to 
rove mpogntatc, the prophets, that it might comprehend 
both. In one of Asseman’s Syriac copies, both Isaiah 
and Malachi are mentioned. See all the authorities 
in Griesbach, 2d edit.; and see the parallel place in 
Matthew, chap. iii. 3, where the Prophet Isaiah is 
mentioned, which seems fully to establish the autho- 
rity of this reading. 

Verse 3. The voice of one crying] See on Matt. 

oe 
Verse 4. John] The original name is nearly lost 
in the Greek Iwavyye, and in the Latin Johannes, and 
almost totally so in the English John. The original 
name is {JM Yehochanan, compounded of tin NW 
Yehovah chanan, the grace ot mercy of Jehovah: a 
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Jcnn the Baptist’s preaching. 


mecraeiag 5 f And there went out unto him 


An. Olymp. all the land of Judea, and they of 
pee eer erusalem, and were all baptized of 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6 And John was £ clothed with camel’s hair, 
and with a girdle cf a skin about his loins; 
and he did eat " locusts and wild honey ; 

7 And preached, saying, ‘ There cometh one 
mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. 

8 J indeed have baptized you with water : 
but he shall baptize you ! with the Holy Ghost. 

9 4 ™ And it came to pass in those days, 
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of John in Jordan. 

10 * And straightway coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens ° opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 


ST. MARK. 


The temptation of Christ. 


11 And there came a voice from weer 


heaven, saying, ? Thou art my be- ie Oe, 
loved Son, in whom I am well Bsa 
pleased. 

12 9 4And immediately the Spirit driveth 
him into the wilderness. 

13 And he was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted of Satan ; and was with the wild 
beasts; * and the angels ministered unto him. 

14 4° Now after that John was A. M. 4031. 

eked ‘ gine ada 
put in prison, Jesus came into Gali- An. Olymp. 
lee, ‘ preaching the Gospel of the oe 
kingdom of God, 

15 And saying, * The time is fulfilled, and 
‘the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, 
and believe the Gospel. 

16 9 ~ Now as he walked by the sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother, 


f Matt. ili. 5. & Matt. iii. 4.——» Lev. xi. 22.—~i Matt. 
lii. 11; John i. 27; Acts xili. 25—K* Acts 1.5; xi. 16; xix. 
4,1 Isa. xliv. 3; Joel ii. 28; Acts ii. 4; x. 45; xi. 15, 16; 
1 Cor. xii. 13. m Matt. iii, 13; Luke i. 21. n Matt. iii. 
16; John i. 32. 


most proper and significant name for the forerunner of 
the God of atu Grace. It was John’s business to pro- 
claim the Gospel of the grace of God, and to point out 
that Lamb or sacrifice of God which takes away the 
sin of the world. 

For the remission of sins.] Or,toward the remission 
—eic adectv. They were to repent, and be baptized 
in reference to the remission of sins. RepEeNTANCE 
prepared the soul for it, and Baprism was the type or 
pledge of it. See on Matt. iii. 2. 

Verse 5. All the land] See on Matt. ili. 4-6. 

Confessing their sins.| It was an invariable custom 
among the Jews to admit no proselyte to baptism, till 
he had, in the most solemn manner, declared that he for 
ever had renounced all idolatrous worship, all heathen- 
ish superstitions, and promised an entire and unreserved 
submission to the law of Moses. This was necessary 
for a proselyte adult—a child dedicated to God by 
baptism must be brought wp in this faith. 

Verse 6. John was clothed, &c.] See the note 
on Matt. iii. 4. 

Verse 7. The latchet of whose shoes] The shoe of 
the ancients was properly only a sole tied round the foot 
and ancle with strings or thongs. See on Matt. iii. 11. 

Verse 8. I indeed have baptized you with water] 
As if he had said: This baptism is not to be rested 
in; it is only an emblem of that which you must re- 
ceive from him who is mightier than I. It is he only 
who can communicate the Holy Spirit; and water 
baptism is nothing, but as it points out, and leads to, 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost. The subject of these 
two verses is not found in Matthew nor John; but is 
mentioned with some varying circumstances by Luke, 
chap, ill. 16. 

Verses 9-11. See the subject of these verses 
which contain the account of our Lord’s baptism, ex- 
plained, Matt. iii. 13-17. 

290 


° Or, cloven, or, rent. P Psa. ii. '7; Matt. 11.17; chap. ix. 


ie q Matt. iv. 1; Luke iv. 1.— Matt. iv. 11. s Matt. iv. 
12: t Matt. iv. 23. “Dan. ix. 25; Gal. iv. 4; Eph. i. 
10. “Matt. 41. °25 iv. 1% w Matt. iv. 18; Luke 
v. 4. 


Verse 12. The Spirit driveth him] ExBarrer, putteth 
him forth. St. Matthew says, chap iv. 1, avyxz0n, 
was brought up. See this important subject of our 
Lord’s temptation explained at large, Matt. iv. I-11. 

Verse 13. With the wild beasts] This is a curious 
circumstance, which is mentioned by none of the other 
evangelists ; and seems to intimate that he was in 
the most remote, unfrequented, and sayage part of the 
desert ; which, together with the diabolic influence, 
tended to render the whole scene the more horrid. 
Perhaps this very circumstance is mentioned, as emble- 
matical of that savage and brutal cruelty with which 
he was persecuted to death by the Jews and Gentiles, 
instigated thereto by the malice of Satan. 

Verse 14. Preaching the Gospel of the kingdom] 
See the notes on Matt. iii. 2; and on the office of the 
preacher, or herald, at the end of that chapter. 

Verse 15. The time is fulfilled] That is, the time 
appointed for sending the Messiah ; and particularly 
the time specified by Daniel, chap. ix. 24-27. Here 
are four points worthy of deep attention, in the 
preaching of the Son of God. 

1. Every thing that is done is according to a plan 
laid by the Divine wisdom, and never performed till 
the time appointed was filled up. 

2. That the kingdom and reign of sin are to be 
destroyed, and the kingdom of grace and heaven esta- 
blished in their place. 

3. That the kingdom of God, and his reign by 
grace, begins with repentance for past sins. 

4. That this reign of grace is at hand; and that 
nothing but an obstinate perseverance in sin and im- 
penitence can keep any soul out of it; and that now 
is the accepted time to enter in. 

Verse 16. As he walked by the sea, &c.] See on 
Matt. iv. 18-22. 

Andrew his brother] Instead of the common read- 

Cts, =) . 


Several disciples called. 
A M-1031. casting a net into the sea: for they 
"ae Cuvee. were fishers. 
17 And Jesus said unto them, 
Come ye after me, and I will make you to 
become fishers of men. 

18 And straightway * they forsook their nets, 
and followed him. 

19 ¥ And when he had gone a little farther 
thence, he saw James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, who also were in the 
ship, mending their nets. 

20 And straightway he called them; and 
they left their father Zebedee in the ship with 
the hired servants, and went after him. 

21 * And they went into Capernaum; and 
straightway on the sabbath day he entered into 
the synagogue, and taught. 


CHAP. I. 


Jesus heals a demoniac 
22 * Arid they were astonished at ete che 
his doctrine : for he taught them as ae Ome. 


one that had authority, and not as 
the scribes. 

23 9 > And there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

24 Saying, Let us alone ; ° what have we to 
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art 
thou come to destroy us? I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God. 

25 And Jesus ‘rebuked him, saying, Hold 
thy peace, and come out of him. 

26 And when the unclean spirit * had torn 
him, and cried with a loud voice, he came 
out of him. 

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that 
they questioned among themselves, saying, 


x Matt. xix. 27; Luke v. 11. Y Matt. iv. 21. z Matt. 


iv. 13; Luke iv. 31. 


ing, aeAgov avtov, his brother, the best MSS. and 
versions have adeAdov tov Lywvoc, the brother of Si- 
mon, which should be received into the text. The 
most eminent critics approve of this reading. 

Verse 21. Capernaum] See Matt. iv. 13. 

He entered into the synagogue| Their synagogues— 
ev Tale ovvaywyaic avtTwr, according to the Syriac, 
which has the word in the plural. 

Verse 22. As one that had authority} From God, 
to do what he was doing; and to teach a pure and 
beneficent system of truth. 

And not as the scribes.| Who had no such autho- 
rity, and whose teaching was not accompanied by the 
power of God to the souls of the people: 1. because 
the matter of the teaching did not come from God ; 
and 2. because the teachers themselves were not 
commissioned by the Most High. See the note on 
Matt. vii. 28. 

Verse 23. A man with an unclean spirit] This 
demoniac is only mentioned by Mark and Luke, chap. 
iv. 31. It seems the man had lucid intervals; else 
he could not have been admitted into the synagogue. 
Unclean or impure spirit—a common epithet for those 
fallen spirits: but here it may mean, one who filled 
the heart of him he possessed with Lascivious thoughts, 
images, desires, and propensitws. By giving way to 
the first attacks of such a spirit, he may soon get in, 
and take full possession of the whole soul. 

Verse 24. What have we to do with thee] Or, 
What is it to us and to thee? or, What business hast 
thou with us? That this is the meaning of the origi- 
nal, Tt 7uuv Kat cot, Kypke has sufficiently shown. 
There is a phrase exactly like it in 2 Sam. xvi. 10. 
What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? 
mrs. 02d) °5 nn ma li v’lacem beney Tseruiah, 
What business have ye with me, or, Why do ye trou- 
ble me, ye sons of Tseruiah? 'The Septuagint trans- 
late the Hebrew just as the evangelist dces here, 
Tt €or Kat Yyuv; it is the same idiom in both places, 
as there can be no doubt that the demoniac spoke in 
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aMatt. vil. 28——» Luke iv. 33. © Matt. viii. 29,4 Ver. 
34,—— Chap. ix. 20. 


Hebrew, or in the Chaldeo-Syriac dialect of that 
language, which was then common in Judea. See on 
Matt. vil. 29. 

Art thou come to destroy us ?| We may suppose 
this spirit to have felt and spoken thus: “ Is this the 
time of which it hath been predicted, that in it the 
Messiah should destroy all that power which we have 
usurped and exercised over the bodies and souls of 
ment Alas! it is so: I now plaimly see who thou 
art—the Holy One of God, who art come to destroy 
unholiness, in which we have our residence, and 
through which we have our reign in the souls of men.” 
An unholy spirit is the only place where Satan can 
have his full operation, and show forth the plenitude 
of his destroying power. 

Verse 25. And Jestis rebuked him] A spirit of this 
cast will only yield to the sovereign power of the Son 
of God. All watchings, fastings, and mortifications, 
considered in themselves, will do little or no good. 
Uncleanness, of every description, will only yield to 
the rebuke of God. 

Verse 26. And when the unclean spirit had torn 
him| And had thrown him down in the midst, Luke 
lv. 35, kat omapagav, and convulsed him. Never was 
there a person possessed by an uncleam spirit who did 
not suffer a convulsion, perhaps a total ruin of nature 
by it. Sins of wncleanness, as the apostle intimates, 
are against the body; they sap the foundation of life, 
so that there are very few of this class, whether male 
or female, that live out half their days: they generally 
die martyrs to their lusts. When the propensities of 
the flesh are most violent in a person who is determi- 
ned to serve God, it is often a proof that these are the 
last efforts of the impure spirit, who has great rage, 
because he knows his time is but short. 

Verse 27. What thing is this ?} Words of surprise 
and astonishment. 

And what new doctrine] I have added the particle 
and, from the Syriac, as it helps the better to dis- 
tinguish the members of the sentence; but there 
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Jesus heals the diseased, and 


fa M. Sie What thing is this? what new doc- 
Sa. Civ. trine is this? for with authority 

CCL3:  Gommandeth he even the unclean 
spirits, and they do obey him. 

28 And immediately his fame spread abroad 
throughout all the region round about Galilee. 

29 4 { And forthwith, when they were come 
out of the synagogue, they entered into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John. 

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a 
fever, and anon they tell him of her. 

31 And he came and took her by the hand, 
and lifted her up ; and immediately the fever 
left her, and she ministered unto them. 

32 9 & And at even, when the sun did set, 
they brought unto him all that were diseased, 
and them that were possessed with devils. 


ST. MARK. 


preaches in different places 


33 And all the city was gathered 4,M. 4031. 
together at the door. An. Olymp. 
34 And he healed many that were me 
sick of divers diseases, and cast out many 
devils; and ® suffered not the devils ‘ to speak, 

because they knew him. 

35 § And ‘in the morning, rising up a 
great while before day, he went out, and de 
parted into a solitary place, and there prayed 

36 And Simon and they that were with him 
followed after him. 

37 And when they had found him, they said 
unto him, All men seek for thee. 

38 And he said unto them, ! Let us go ‘into 
the next towns, that I may preach there also- 
for ™ therefore came I forth. 

39 = And he preached in their synagogues 
throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils. 


f Matt. viii. 14; Luke iv. 38. & Matt. viii. 16; Luke iv. 40. 
h Chap. i11. 12; Luke iv. 41; See Acts xvi. 17, 18. =o Or, to say 


that be knew him. Luke iv. 42.—| Luke iv. 43.——™ Isa. 
lxi. 1; John xvi. 28; xvii. 4. 0 Matt. iv. 23; Luke iv. 44. 


is a vast diversity in the MSS. on this verse. See 
Griesbach. 

For with authority] They had never heard such a 
gracious doctrine, and never saw any teaching sup- 
ported by miracles before. How much must this 
person be superior to. men!—they are brought into 
subjection by unclean spirits ; this person subjects un- 
clean spirits to himself. 

Verse 28. And immediately his fame spread abroad] 
The miracle which he had performed was—1. great ; 
2. evidenced much benevolence in the worker of it ; 
and 3. was very public, being wrought in the syna- 
gogue. The many who saw it published it wherever 
they went; and thus the fame of Christ, as an incom- 
parable teacher, and unparalleled worker of miracles, 
became soon spread abroad through the land. 

The word, evdews, immediately, occurs more fre- 
quently in this evangelist than in any other writer of 
the new covenant: it is very often superfluous, and 
may often be omitted in the translation, without any 
prejudice to the sense of the passage in which it is 
found. It seems to be used by St. Mark, as our 
ancient writers used forsooth, and such like words. 

Verse 29. See this account of the healing of Peter’s 
mother-in-law explained at large, Matt. viii. 14-17. 

Verse 32. When the sun did set] See on Matt. 
vili. 14. 

Verse 34. Because they knew him] To be the Christ, 
is added here by several ancient and respectable MSS. 
and versions ; but it appears to be only a gloss. 

Verse 35. In the morning—a great while before 
day| By xpwi, the morning, is to be understood the 
whole space of three hours, which finished the fourth 
watch of the night. 

And there prayed.| Not that he needed any thing, 
for in him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily ; 
but that he might be a pattern tous, Every thing 
that our blessed Lord did he performed either as our 
pattern, or as our sacrifice. 
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Verse 36. And Simon—followed after him.) Maré 
diwiar, followed him eagerly. They had now begun 
to taste the good word of God, and thought they could 
never hear too much of it. Many possess this spirit 
when first converted to God. O! what a pity that 
they should ever lose it! The soul that relishes Gad’s 
word is ever growing in grace by it. 

Verse 37. All men seek for thee.| Some to hear; 
some to be healed; some to be saved; and some, per- 
haps, through no good motive. There are all sorts of 
followers in the train of Christ; but how few walk 
steadily, and persevere unto the end! 

Verse 38. The neat towns] Kaporodece properly 
signifies such towns as resembled cities for magnitude 
and number of inhabitants, but which were not walled 
as were cities. 'The Codex Beza, most of the ver- 
sions, and all the Ztala, read, Let us go into the neigh- 
bouring villages, AND INTO THE CITIES. 

For therefore came I forth.| Exc rovto, for this 
purpose am I come forth—to preach the Gospel to 
every creature, that all might hear, and fear, and re- 
turn unto the Lord. The towns and the villages will 
not come to the preacher—the preacher must go to 
them, if he desires their salvation. In this, also, Jesus 
has left his ministering servants an example, that they 
should follow his steps. Let no minister of God 
think he has delivered his own soul, till he has made 
an offer of salvation to every city and village within 
his reach. 

Verse 39. And he preached] He continued preach- 
ing—Hy knpvoowv: this is the proper meaning of the 
words: he never slackened his pace—he continued 
proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation to all—there 
was no time to be lost—immortal souls were perishing 
for lack of knowledge ; and the grand adversary was 
prowling about, seeking whom he might devour. This 
zealous, affectionate, and persevering diligence of Christ 
should be copied by all his servants in the ministry ; it 
is not less necessary now than it was then. Thousands, 
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Jesus cleanses a leper, 
wate 40 “| ° And there came a leper 


‘es Gb to him, beseeching him, and kneel- 
—— ing down to him, and saying unto 
him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 
41 And Jesus, moved with compassion, put 
forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto 
him, I will; be thou clean. 

42 And as soon as he had spoken, immedi- 
ately the leprosy departed from him, and he 
was cleansed. 

43 And he straitly charged him, and forth- 
with sent him away ; 


CHAP. II. 


and retires to the desert. 


44 And saith unto him, See thou 4; M, 4031. 
say nothing to any man: but go An. Olymp 
thy way, show thyself to the priest, ai 
and offer for thy cleansing those things 
P which Moses commanded, for a testimony 
unto them. 

45 1 But he went out, and began to publish 
it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, in- 
somuch that Jesus could no more openly en- 
ter into the city, but was without in desert 
places; *and they came to him from every 
quarter. 


© Matt. viii. 2; Luke v. 12——? Lev. xiv. 3, 4, 10; Luke v. 14. 


thousands of Christians, so called, are perishing for 
lack of knowledge. O God, send forth more and more 
faithful labourers into thy vineyard! 

Verse 40. There came a leper] See the notes on 
Matt. viii. 2, &c. Should any be inclined to preach 
on this cleansing of the leper, Mark is the best evan- 
gelist to take the account from, because he is more 
circumstantial than either Matthew or Luke. 


I. Consider this leper. 

1. He heard of Jesus and his miracles. 

2. He came to him for a cure, conscious of his 
disease. 

3. He earnestly besought him to grant the mercy 
he needed. 

4. He fell down on his knees, (with his face to the 
earth, Luke v. 12,) thus showing his humbled state, 
and the distress of his soul. 

5. He appealed to his love—if thou wilt; with 
a full conviction of his ability—thou canst; in order 
to get healed. 

II. Consider Jesus. 

1. He is moved with tender compassion towards 
him: this is the alone source of all human salvation. 

2. He stretches forth his hand, showing thus his 
readiness to relieve him. 

3. He touches him; though this was prohibited by 
the law, and rendered him who did it in any common 
ease legally unclean. 

4. He proves at once his infinite love and unlimited 
power, by his word and by his act; I will—be thou 
cleansed ; and immediately his leprosy was removed. 
But see on Matt. viii. 2. 

Verse 43. Straitly charged] See the reason for 


4 Luke v. 15.—* Chap. ii. 13. 


this, Matt. vill. 4. This verse is wanting in two copies 
of the Itala. 

Verse 45. Began to publish it much] Began to 
publish woAAa, many things; probably all that he had 
heard about our Lord’s miraculous works. 

And to blaze abroad the matter] That is, his own 
healing ; thinking he could never speak too much, nor 
too well, of him who had thus mercifully and miracu- 
lously cleansed him. 

Jesus could no more openly enter into the city] A 
city of Galilee, probably Chorazin or Bethsaida, in 
which he did not appear, for fear of exciting the 
jealousy of the secular government, or the envy and 
malice of the Jewish rulers. 

And they came to him from every quarter.] So 
generally had the poor man, who was cleansed of his 
leprosy, spread abroad his fame. And can we suppose 
that, of all these people who came to him from all 
parts, and to whom he preached the glad tidings of the 
kingdom, by the power and authority of God, few or 
none were saved? ‘This is a common opinion; but 
every person who seriously considers it must see that 
it is unfounded. Without doubt, Christ had thousands 
that were brought to God by his ministry; though, in 
general, only those are mentioned who were constant 
attendants on his person. It would be strange, if, 
while God manifested in the flesh was preacher, there 
should be few brought to the knowledge of themselves, 
and of the truth! In this respect he does not permit 
his faithful ministers to labour in vain. The Son of 
man sowed the seed of the kingdom ; and it afterwards 
produced a plentiful harvest. Multitudes of Jews were 
converted by the preaching of the Gospel; and the 
first Christian Church was founded at Jerusalem, 


CHAPTER II. 


Christ preaches in Capernaum, 1, 2. 
gwen, 3-5. 
Sorgive sins, by healing the man’s disease, 8-11, 
Levi from the receipt of custom, 13, 14. 
Pharisees murmur, 15, 18. 


The scribes accuse him of blasphemy, 6, 7. 
The people are astonished and edified, 12. 


Eats in his house with publicans and sinners, at which the 
He vindicates his conduct, 17. 


A paralytic person is brought to him, whose sins are pronounced for- 


He vindicates himself, and proves his power to 
He calls 


Vindicates his disciples, who are accused of 


not fasting, 18-22; and for plucking the ears of corn on the Sabbath day, 23-26 ; and teaches the right 


use of the Sabbath, 27, 28. 
i 
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A paralytic person healed. 


: ... 
Api. a A ND again *he entered into Ca- 
An. Olymp pernaum after some days; and 
CCL. : : : : 
it was noised that he was in the 
house. 


2 And straightway many were gathered 
together, insomuch that there was no room to 
receive them; no, not so much as about the 
door: and he preached the word unto them. 

3 § And they come unto him, bringing one 
sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto 
him for the press, they uncovered the roof 
where he was; and when they had broken zt 
up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of 
the palsy lay. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto 
the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sit- 
ting there, and reasoning in their hearts : 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphe- 
mies? ° who can forgive sins but God only? 

8 And immediately 4 when Jesus perceived 
in his spirit that they so reasoned within them- 
selves, he said unto them, Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts ? 

9 * Whether is it easier to say to the sick 
of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or 


ST. MARK. 


Jesus calls Lev. 
to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, eens 
and walk? An. Olymp. 


10 But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins, he saith to the sick of the 
palsy, 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the 
bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch 
that they were all amazed, and glorified God, 
saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 

13 9 And he went forth again by the sea 
side; and all the multitude resorted unto hin, 
and he taught them. 


14 * And as he passed by, he saw Levi the © 


son of Alpheus sitting ® at the receipt of cus- 
tom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he 
arose and followed him. 

15 9 i And it came to pass, that, as Jesus 
sat at meat in his house, many publicans and 
sinners sat also together with Jesus and his 
disciples: for there were many, and they fol- 
lowed him. 

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw 
him eat with publicans and sinners, they said 
unto his disciples, How is it that he eateth 
and drinketh with publicans and sinners ? 


a Matt. ix.1; Luke v. 18.——? Prov, viii. 34; Matt. xiii. 20; 
Luke v. 17; xi. 28; Acts xvii. 11——« Job xiv. 4; Isa. xliii. 25. 
1 Matt. ix. 4. 


NOTES ON CHAP. I, 

Verse 1. In the house.| The house of Peter, with 
whom Christ lodged when at Capernaum, See the 
notes on Matt. iv. 13; viii. 13. 

Verse 2. So much as about the door| Meaning 
the yard or court before the house 

Preached Tue worp], Tov Aoyov. The doctrine of the 
kingdom of God; for so 6 Aoyog is repeatedly used. 

Verse 3. One sick of the palsy] A paralytic per- 
son. See on Matt. ix. 1, &e, 

Borne of four.) Four men, one at each corner of 
the sofa or couch on which he lay: this sick man ap- 
pears to have been too feeble to come himself, and too 
weak to be carried in any other way. 

Verse 4. They uncovered the roof'] The houses 
in the east are generally made flat-roofed, that the in- 
habitants may have the benefit of taking the air on 
them; they are also furnished with battlements round 
about, Deut. xxii. 8; Judg. xvi. 27; and 2 Sam. xi. 
2, to prevent persons from falling off; and have a trap 
door by which they descend into the house. This door, 
it appears, was too narrow to let down the sick man 
and his couch; so they wncovered the roof, removed a 
part of the ies, and having broken it up, taken away 
the laths or timber, to which the tiles had been attach- 
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e Matt. ix. 5. 
27. 
ix. 10; 


f Matt. ix. 9. & Matt. ix. 9; Luke v. 
h Or, at the place where the custom was received. i Matt. 


ed, they then had room to let down the afflicted man. 
See Luke v. 19, and on Matt. x. 27; xxiv. 17. 


Verse 7. Why doth this man thus speak blasphe- 


mies?) See this explained Matt. ix. 3, &c. 

Verse 12. He—took up the bed| ‘The words of 
Prosper, on this place, are worthy of notice :— 

“ What is sin but a deplorable fall, a grovelling on 
the earth, a repose in the creature, often followed by 
a universal palsy of the soul; namely, an utter inabi- 
lity to help itself, to break off its evil habits, to walk 
in the ways of God, to rise or to take one good step 
towards him? Grace can repair all in a moment: be- 
cause it is nothing but the almighty will of God, who 
commands and does whatever he commands.” 

Verse 14. Levi] The same as Matthew; he ap- 
pears to have been a Jew, though employed in the 
odious office of a tax-gatherer. For an account of his 
call, see his Gospel, chap. ix. 9, &e. 

Verse 16. Sinners] By duaprwror, the Gentiles 
or heathens are generally to be understood in the Gos- 
pels, for this was a term the Jews never applied to 
any of themselves. See the note on Matt. ix. 10. 

How is it that he eateth} Some very good MSS., 
several versions, with Chrysostom and Augustin, read, 
Why doth youR MASTER eat ? 

1 


The question about fasting 
ae 17 When Jesus heard zt, he saith 


An. Olymp. unto them, * They that are whole 
—— have no need of the physician, but 

they that are sick: I came not to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

18 {1 And the disciples of John, and of 
the Pharisees, used to fast: and they come 
and say unto him, Why do the disciples of 
John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy dis- 
ciples fast not? 

19 And Jesus said unto them, Can the chil- 
dren of the bride-chamber fast, while the bride- 
groom is with them? as long as they have the 
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 

20 But the days will come, when the bride- 
groom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days. 

21 No man also seweth a piece of ™ new 
cloth on an old garment: else the new piece 


GHAP: I; 


On plucking the ears of corn. 


that filled it up taketh away from A; M, 4031. 
the old, and the rent is made worse. & Oly. 

22 And no man putteth new en 
wine into old bottles, else the. new wine 
doth burst the bottles, and the wine 
is spilled, and the bottles will be mar- 
red: but new wine must be put into new 
bottles. 

23 4" And it came to pass, that he went 
through the corn fields on the sabbath day; 
and his disciples began, as they went, ° to 
pluck the ears of corn, 

24 And the Pharisees said unto him, Be- 
hold, why do they on the sabbath day, that 
which is not lawful ? 

25 And he said unto them, Have ye never 
read P what David did when he had need, and 
was an hungered, he, and they that were with 
him? 


k Matt. ix. 12,13; om 11; Luke v. 31, 32; ae HOS 1 Tim. i; 
15.—— Matt, ix. 14; Luke v. 


Verse 17. To repentance.| This is omitted by 
ABDKL, twenty-seven others; both the Syriac, Per- 
sic, Coptic, AEthiopic, Armenian, Gothic, Vulgate ; 
six copies of the Itala; Euthymius and Augustin.— 
Griesbach has left it out of the text; Grotius, Mull, 
and Bengel approve of the omission. See on Matt. 
ix. 13. I leave it as in the parallel place above 
quoted. Properly speaking, the righteous cannot be 
called to repentance. They have already forsaken 
sin, mourned for it, and turned to God. In the other 
parallel place, Luke v. 32, all the MSS. and versions 
retain petavorayv, repentance. 

Verse 18. Why do the disciples of John and of the 
Pharisees fast] See this largely explained on Matt. 
ix. 14, &c. The following vices are very common 
to Pharisees. 

1. They are more busied in censuring the conduct 
of others than in rectifying their own. 

2. They desire that every one should regulate his 
piety by theirs ; and embrace their particular customs 
and forms of devotion. e 

3. They speak of and compare themselves with other 
people, only that they may have an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing and exalting themselves. 

On the nature, times, and duration of fasting, see 
Matt. vi. 16, and ix. 15. 

Verse 19, Can the children of the bride-chamber 
fast while the bridegroom is with them?] Among 
the Hindoos, large parties of friends, belonging both 
to the bride and bridegroom, attend on both during 
the wedding day; on the following day, when the 
bridegroom leaves the house of his father-in-law, the 
attendants are filled with sorrow, especially the near 
relations.—-W arp’s Customs. 

Verse 20. In those days.] But instead of ev exervare 
rate Hwepatc, Many of the best MSS. and versions read, 
ey ekelvy TY HULEPG, In that day; viz. the day in which 

1 


™ Or, raw, or, wnwrought. = Matt. xii. 1; Lukevi.1. © Deut. 


xxiii. 25.—P 1 Sam. xxi. 6. 


Jesus Christ should be delivered up to the Jews and 
Gentiles. Mill and Bengel approve of this reading, 
and Griesbach adopts it. The former part of the verse 
seems to vindicate the common reading. 

Verse 21. No man—seweth| See Matt. ix. 16. 
No man seweth a piece of unscoured cloth upon an 
ald garment. In the common editions this verse be- 
gins with «ac, and, but this is omitted by almost every 
MS. and version of note. The construction of the 
whole verse is various in the MSS. The translation 
given here, and in Matt. ix. 16, is intelligible, and 
speaks for itself. 

Verse 23. Went through the corn fields] See on 
Matt. xii. 1. 

Verse 26. The days of Abiathar the high priest] 
It appears from 1 Sam. xxi. 1, which is the place re- 
ferred to here, that Ahimelech was then high priest at 
Nob: and from 1 Sam. xxii. 20; xxiii. 6, and 1 Chron. 
xviii. 16, it appears that Adiathar was the son of Ahi- 
melech. The Persic reads Abimelech instead of Abi- 
athar. Theophylact supposes that Abiathar was the 
priest, and Ahimelech or Abimelech the high priest, 
and thus endeavours to reconcile both the sacred _ his- 
torians. Others reconcile the accounts thus; Ahime- 
lech was called Ahimelech Abiathar, 18 ab, father, 
understood; and Abiathar was called Abiathar Ahime- 
lech, 13 ben, son, understood. Probably they both offi- 
ciated in the high priesthood; and the name of the 
office was indifferently applied to either. 

Shew-bread| See Matt. xii. 4. 

Verse 27. The Sabbath was made for man] That 
he might have the seventh part of his whole time to 
devote to the purposes of bodily rest and spiritual ex- 
ercises. And in these respects it is of infinite use to 
mankind. Where no Sabbath is observed, there dis- 
ease, poverty, and profligacy, generally prevail. Had 
we no Sabbath, we should soon have no religion.— 
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The man with the 


apk 4031. 26 How he went into the house of 


An. Glyn. God, in the days of Abiathar the high 

phe priest, and did eat the Seca 
a which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, 
and gave also to them which were with him. 


ST, MARK. 


withered hand healed. 


27 And he said unto them, * The 4;M, #031 

sabbath was made for man, and not An. Obme, 
CCL 3 

man for the sabbath : 

28 Therefore * the 

also of the sabbath. 


of man is Lord 


Son 


r Exod, xxiii. 12; Deut, 


a Exod. xxix, 32, 33; Lev. xxiv. 9, 


-s Matt. xi. 27; xii.8; Luke vi. 5. 


v, 14; 1 Cor. iii, 21, 22, 


This whole verse is wanting in the Codex Beze, and 
in five of the Itala. 

_ Verse 28, The Son of man is Lord] See on Matt. 
xii. 7,8. Some have understood this as applying to 
men in general, and not to Christ. The Son of man, 
any man is Lord of the Sabbath; i. e. it was made 
for him, for his ease, comfort, and use, and to these 
purposes he is to apply it. But this is a very harsh, 
and at the same time a very Jax, mode of interpreta- 
tion; for it seems to say that a man may make what 
use he pleases of the Sabbath; and, were this true, 
the moral obligation of the Sabbath would soon be 
annihilated. 


Gop ordained the Sabbath not only to be a type of 
that rest which remains for the people of God, but to 


be also a mean of promoting the welfare of men in 
general. 

The ordinances of religion should be regulated ac- 
cording to their end, which is the honour of God, and 
the salvation of men. It is the property of the true 
religion to contain nothing in it but what is beneficial 
to man. Hereby God plainly shows that it is neither 
out of indigence or interest that he requires men to 
worship and obey him; but only out of goodness, and 
to make them happy. God prohibited work on the 
Sabbath day, lest servants should be oppressed by their 
masters, that the labouring beasts might have neces- 
sary rest, and that men might have a proper opportunity 
to attend upon his ordinances, and get their souls saved. 
To the Sabbath, under God, we owe much of what is 
requisite and necessary as well for the body as the soul. 


CHAPTER III. 


The man witn the withered hand healed. 1-5. 
draws, and is followed by a great multitude, 7-9. 
a3. 
names, 16-19. 
He vindicates himself by a parable, 23-27. 
mother and brethren send for him, 31, 32. 


The Pharisees plot our Lord’s destruction, 6. 


He ordains twelve disciples, and gwes them power to preach and work miracles, 14, 15. 
The multitudes throng him, and the scribes atiribute his miracles to Beelzebub, 20-22. 

Of the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, 28-30. 
And he takes occasion from this to show, that they who do 


Christ with- 
He heals many, and goes to a mountain to pray, 10— 
Their 


His 


the will of God are to him as his brother, sister, and mother, 33-35. 


taht 4031. AND “he entered again into the 
synagogue ; and there was aman 

there which had a withered hand. 

2 Aud they watched him, whether he would 
heal him on the sabbath day; that they might 
accuse him, 

3 And he saith unto the man which had the 
withered hand, » Stand forth : 

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do 


a Matt. xii. 9; Luke vi. 6. 


NOTES ON CHAP. III. 

Verse 1. A man there which had a withered hand.} 
See this explained on Matt. xii. 10, &c., and on 
Luke vi. 6, 10. 

Verse 2. They watched him] UWapetnpovv avrov, 
they maliciously watched him. See on Luke xiv. 1. 

Verse 4. To do good—or—evil? to save life, or 
to kill?) It was a maxim with the Jews, as it should 
be with all men, that he who neglected to preserve life 
when it was in his power, was to be reputed a mur- 
derer. Every principle of sound justice requires that 
he should be considered in this light: But, if this be 
the case, how many murderers are there against whom 
there is no law but the law of God! 
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good on the sabbath days, or to A,™M 4031. 
do evil? to save life, or to kill? But An. Olymp. 
they held their peace. 2 SOLE 

5 And when he had looked round about on 
them with anger, being grieved for the ° hard- 
ness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it 
out: and his hand was restored whole as the 
other, 


> Gr. Arise, stand forth in the midst. ¢ Or, blindness. 


To kiull—but instead of amoxrecvac, several MSS. 
and versions have amoAecat to destroy. Wetstein and 
Griesbach quote Theophylact for this reading ; but it 
is not in my copy. Paris edit. 1635. 

Verse 5. With anger, being grieved for the hard- 
ness of their hearts] These words are not found in any 
of the other evangelists. For ropwce: hardness, or 
rather callousness, the Codex Beze, and four of the 
Jiala, read vexpwcer, deadness ; the Vulgate and some 
of the Itala, cecitate, blindness. Join all these toge- 
ther, and they will scarcely express the fulness of this 
people’s wretchedness. By a long resistance to the 
grace and Spirit of God, their hearts had become 
callous ; they were past feeling. By a long opposition 


Great multitudes follow Jesus. 
ea M3, 6 4 ¢And the Pharisees went 


i Givmp. forth, and straightway took counsel 
—— with °the Herodians against him, 
how they might destroy him. 

7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his dis- 
ciples to the sea: and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed him, f and from Judea, 

8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, 
and from beyond Jordan ; and they about Tyre 
and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had 
heard what great things he did, came unto him. 

9 And he spake to his disciples, that a small 
ship should wait on him, because of the mul- 
titude, lest they should throng him. 

10 For he had healed many ; insomuch that 
they & pressed upon him for to touch him, as 
many as had plagues. 

11 *And unclean spirits, when they saw him, 


aMatt. xii. 14. 
rushed. 


e Matt. xxii. 16.——f Luke vi. 17,—— Or, 
h Chap. i. 23, 24; Luke iv. 41. 


to the ight of God, they became dar& in their under- 
standing, were blinded by the deceitfulness of sin, and 
thus were past seeing. By a long continuance in the 
practice of every evil work, they were cut off from all 
union with God, the fountain of spiritual life; and, 
becoming dead in trespasses and sins, they were in- 
capable of any resurrection but through a miraculous 
power of God. 

With anger. What was the anger which our Lord 
felt? That which proceeded from excessive grief, 
which was occasioned by their obstinate stupidity and 
blindness; therefore it was no uneasy passion, but an 
excess of generous grief. 

Whole as the other.| This is omitted by the best 
MSS. and versions. Grotiuws, Mull, and Bengel ap- 
prove of the omission, and Griesbach leaves it out of 
the text. 

Verse 6. Herodians| For an account of these, see 
the note on Matt. xvi. 1; xxii. 16. 

Verse 7. Galilee] See Matt. iv. 13, 15. 

Verse 8. T'yre—Sidon, &c.] See Matt. xi. 21. 

When they had heard what great things he did, 
came unto him.] So, if Christ be persecuted and aban- 
doned by the wicked, there are a multitude of pious 
souls who earnestly seek and follow him. He who 
labours for God will always find more than he doses, in 
the midst of all his contradictions and persecutions. 

Verse 9. A small ship] Woapiov. The lytil boot, 
Old English MS. It was doubtless something of the 
boat kind, which probably belonged to some of the 
disciples. Our Lord was at this time teaching by the 
sea of Galilee. The word ship is utterly improper in 
many places of our translation, and tends to mislead 
the people. 

Verse 10. They pressed upon him] Rushed upon 
him, evimixterv—through eagerness to have their spi- 
ritual and bodily maladies immediately removed. 

Plagues.] Rather disorders, wasvyac; properly such 


CHAP. III. 


He ordains twelve disciples 


fell down before him, and cried, eM 208% 
saying, ‘Thou art the Son of An. Olymp. 
aed: CCL 3: 

12 And *he straitly charged them, that they 
should not make him known. 

13 § !And he goeth up into a mountain, 
and calleth unto him whom he would: and 
they came unto him. 

14 And he ordained twelve, that they should 
be with him, and that he might send then 
forth to preach, 

15 And to have power to heal sicknesses, 
and to cast out devils: 

16 And Simon ™he surnamed Peter; 

17 And James the son of Zebedee, and 
John the brother of James; and he surnamed 
them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: — 

18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholo- 


iMatt. xiv. 33; chap. i. 1—*Chap. 1. 25, 34; Matt. xu. 16. 
1Matt. x. 1; Luke vi. 12; ix. 1— John i. 42. 


disorders as were inflicted by the Lord. The word 
plague also tends to mislead. 

Verse 11. Thou art the Son of God.| Two MSS., 
and the later Syriac, have, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of God. One of Stephens’s MSS. has, Thou art 
the Holy One of God. A MS. in the library of Lei- 
cester has, ov et 6 Oeoc, vioc, Thou art Gon, the Son. 
This is an uncommon reading, which is not confirmed 
by any MS. yet discovered. 

Verse 14. He ordained twelve] Eroinoe, he made 
twelve. Here is nothing of what we call ordaining, 
Christ simply appointed them to be with him; and 
that he might send them occasionally to preach, &c, 

To preach] The Codex Beze, Saxon, and all the 
Itala, except one, add ro evayyedsov, the Gospel. 

Verse 15. To have power to heal—and to cast out 
devils| The business of a minister of Christ is, Ist. 
To preach the Gospel. 2dly. To be the physician of 
souls. And, 3dly. To wage war with the devil, and 
destroy his kingdom. 

Verse 16. Simon, &c.] See on Matt. x. 2, &e. 

Verse 17. Sons of thunder] A Hebraism for thun- 
derers ; probably so named because of their zeal and 
power in preaching the Gospel. 

The term Boanerges is neither Hebrew nor Syriac. 
Calmet and others think that there is reason to believe 
that the Greek transcribers have not copied it exactly, 
oy 312 beney rdam, which the ancient Greeks would 
pronounce Beneregem, and which means sons of thun- 
der, was probably the appellative used by our Lord : 
or WY 132 beni reges, sons of tempest, which comes 
nearest to the Boanerges of the evangelist. St. Je- 
rome, on Dan. i., gives DY %13 (which he writes 
Benereem, softening the sound of the y ai) as the 
more likely reading; and Luther, supposing our Lord 
spoke in Hebrew, gives the proper Hebrew term above 
mentioned, which he writes Bnehargem. Some think 
that the reason why our Lord gave this appellative to 
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Of the sin against 


se mew, and Matthew, and Thomas, 


An. Olymp. and James the son of Alpheus, and 
ek, Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite, 

19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed 
him: and they went into a house. 

20 % And the multitude cometh together 
again, °so that they could not so much as eat 
bread. 

21 And when his ” friends heard of it, they 
went out to lay hold on him: ¢ for they said, 
He is beside himself. 

22 9 And the scribes which came down 
from Jerusalem said, * He hath Beelzebub, and 
by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils. 

23 sAnd he called them wnto him, and said 
unto them in parables, How can Satan cast 
out Satan? 

24 And if a kingdom be divided against it- 
self, that kingdom cannot stand. 

25 And if a house be divided against itself, 
that house cannot stand. 


ST. MARK. 


the Holy Ghost. 


: =, Adi dOst 
26 And if Satan rise up against 4,™. 40% 


himself, and be divided, he cannot An. Obymp: 
stand, but hath an end. oa 

27 tNo man can enter into a strong man’s 
house, and spoil his goods, except he will first 
bind the strong man; and then he will spoil 
his house. 

28 “Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be 
forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies 
wherewith soever they shall blaspheme : 

29 But he that shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is In 
danger of eternal damnation : 

30 Because they said, He hath an unclean 
spirit. 4 

31 | ¥ There came then his brethren and his 
mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, 
calling him. 

32 And the multitude sat about him, and 
they said unto him, Behold, thy mother and 
thy brethren without seek for thee. 


2 Or, home.—° Ch. vi. 31.—+? Or, kinsmen.—4 John vii. 5; x. 20. 
¥ Matt. ix. 34; x. 25; Luke xi. 15; John-vii. 20; viii. 48, 52; x. 20. 


t Isa, xlix. 24; Matt. xii. 29, «Matt. xii. 31, 
VY Matt, xii, 46; Luke viii. 19. 


8 Matt. xii. 25. 
Luke xii, 10; 1 John v, 16, 


the sons of Zebedee was, their desire to bring fire 
down from heaven, 7. e. a storm of thunder and light- 
ning, to overturn and consume a certain Samaritan 
village, the inhabitants of which would not receive 
their Master. See the account in Luke ix. 53, 54. 
It was a very usual thing among the Jews to give sur- 
names, which signified some particular quality or 
excellence, to their rabbins. See several instances 
in Schoettgen. 

Verse 19. Into a house.| As Christ was now re- 
turned to Capernaum, this was probably the house of 
Peter, mentioned chap. ii. 1. 

Verse 20. Eat bread.| Had no time to take any 
necessary refreshment. 

Verse 21. His friends] Or, relations. On this verse 
several MSS. differ considerably. I have followed 
the reading of the Syriac, because I think it the best : 
oi wap’ avrov signify merely his relatives, his brethren, 
&c., see ver. 31; and the phrase is used by the best 
writers to signify relatives, companions, and domestics. 
See Kypke in loc. 

They said, He is beside himself.| It was the ene- 
mies of Christ that raised this report; and his relatives, 
probably thinking that it was true, went to confine 
him. Let a Christian but neglect the care of his body 
for a time, in striving to enter in at the strait gate ; 
let a minister of Christ but impair his health by his 
pastoral labours ; presently “he is distracted ;” he has 
“not the least conduct nor discretion.” But let a man 
forget his soul, let him destroy his health by debauch- 
eries, let him expose his life through ambition, and 
he may, notwithstanding, pass for a very prudent and 
sensible man! 

Schoettgen contends that the mudtitude, and not 
Christ, is here intended. Christ was in the house : 
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the multitude, oyAoc, ver. 20, pressed upon him so 
that he could not eat bread. His disciples, or friends, 
went out, kpatnoat avtov (scil. oyAov,) to restrain it, 
viz. the multitude, to prevent them from rushing into 
the house and disturbing their Master, who was now 
taking some refreshment. This conjecture should not 
be lightly regarded. = 

Verse 22. He hath Beelzebub] See on Matt. xii 
24-26. 

Verses 27-30. No man, &c.] For an explanation 
of these verses, and a definition of the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, see Matt. xii. 29-33. 

Verse 28. Wherewith soever they shall blaspheme} 
This clause is wanting in six copies of the Jtala, and 
in Cyprian and Ambrosiastes. 

Verse 29. Never] ev¢ tov awva. This is wanting 
in the Codex Beze, two others, five of the Itala, and 
in Athanasius and Cyprian. 

Eternal damnation] Or, everlasting judgment, 
awviov Kptoewc. But instead of xpicewce, BL and two 
others read duaprnuatoc, sin. The Codex Beze, two 
others, and some of the fathers, read duapriac, a word 
of the same import. Grotius, Mill, and Bengel, pre- 
fer this latter reading ; and Griesbach has queried the 
common reading, and put duaprypyaroc in the margin. 
Sin or trespass is the reading of the Coptic, Armenian, 
Gothic, Vulgate, and all the Itala but two. ¥vere= 
lastynge trespas is the translation in my old MSS. 
English Bible. 

Verse 31. His brethren and his mother] Or rather, 
his mother and his brethren. 'Vhis is the arrangement 
of the best and most ancient MSS. ; and this clause, 
kat ai adeAdat cov, and thy sisters, ver. 32, should be 
ADDED, on the authority of ADEFGMSUV, fifty- 
Jive others, some editions, the margin of the later 
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The parable 

ee eh 33 And he answered them, say- 

Ars ne: ing, Who is my mother, or my 
brethren ? 

34 And he looked 


them which sat about 


about 
and 


round 
him, 


on 
said, 


Syriac, Slavonic, Gothic, and all the JItala except 
four. Griesbach has received this reading into 
the text. 


Calling him.] This clause is wanting in one copy 


CHAP. IV. 


of tne suwer. 


Behold my mother and my bre- 4,™M. 4031. 
thren ! 

35 For whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and my 
sister, and mother. 


An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3. 


of the Itala. The Codex Alexandrinus has Cyntovytec 
avtov, seeking him. 

Verse 33. Who is my mother ?] See on Matt 
xii. 46-50. 


CHAPTER IV. fl 


The parable of the sower, 1—9. 
we recewe, 21-25. 
34. 
produces fair weather, 39—41. 


A. M. 4031. AND ahe began again to teach 
An, Olymp. by the sea side : and there was 


gathered unto him a great multi- 
tude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat 
in the sea; and the whole multitude was by 
the sea on the land. 

2 And he taught them many things by pa- 
rables, Pand said unto them in his doctrine, 

3 Hearken: Behold, there went out a sower 
to sow : 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some 
fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air 
came and devoured it up. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it 
had not much earth ; and immediately it sprang 
up, because it had no depth of earth: 

6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched ; 
and because it had no root it withered away. 


Its interpretation, 10-20. 
The parable of the progressively growing seed, 26-29. 
Christ and his disciples are overtaken by a storm, 35-38. 


The use we should make of the structions 
Of the mustard seed, 30- 
He rebukes the wind and the sea, and 


7 And some fell among thorns, 4,™M 4031. 
and the thorns grew up, and choked Age Oly 
it, and it yielded no fruit. eh 

8 And other fell on good ground, °and did 
yield fruit that sprang up and increased ; and 
brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, 
and some a hundred. 

9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear. 

10 § 4 And when he was alone, they that 
were about him, with the twelve, asked of him 
the parable. 

11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is 
given to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
God: but unto ® them that are without, all 
these things are done in parables : 

12 ‘That seeing they may see, and not per- 
ceive; and hearing they may hear, and not un- 


a Matt. xiii. 1; Luke viii. 4.—» Ch. xii. 38.—* John xv. 5; Col.i.6. 


1 Thess. iv. 12; 1 Tim. iii. 7——f Isa. vi. 9; Matt. xiii. 14, 
Luke viii. 10; John xii. 40; Acts xxvii. 26; Rom. xi. 8. 


4 Matt. xiii. 10; Luke viii. 9, &c. e | Cor. v. 12; Col. iv. 5; 


NOTES ON CHAP. IV. 

Verse 2. He taught them many things by parables] 
See every part of this parable of the sower explained 
on Matt. xiii. 1, &c. 

Verse 4. The fowls] Tov ovpavov, of the arr, is the 
zommon reading ; but it should be omitted, on the 
authority of nine uncial MSS., upwards of one hun- 
dred others, and almost all the versions. Bengel and 
Griesbach have left it out of the text. It seems to 
have been inserted in Mark, from Luke viii. 5. 

Verse 9. And he said—He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.| The Codex Beze, later Syriac in the 
margin, and seven copies of the Itala, add, nau 6 
ovviay ovvieto, and whoso understandeth, let him un- 
derstand. 

Verse 10. They that were about him] None of the 
other evangelists intimate that there were any besides 

1 


the twelve with him: but it appears there were seve- 
ral others present; and though they were not styled 
disciples, yet they appear to have seriously attended 
to his public and private instructions. 

Verse 11. Unto you it is given to know] Trova, 
to know, is omitted by ABKL, ten others, the Coptic, 
and one of the Jtala. ‘The omission of this word 
makes a material alteration in the sense; for without 
it the passage may be read thus:—T'o you the mys- 
tery of the kingdom of God is given; but all these 
things are transacted in parables to those without. 
Griesbach leaves it doubtful. And Professor White 
says, probabiliter delendum. I should be inclined to 
omit it, were it not found in the parallel passages in 
Matthew and Luke, in neither of whom it is omitted 
by any MS. or version. See the dissertation on para- 
bolical writing at the end of Matt. chap. xui. 
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The parable of 


A.M.4031. derstand; lest at any time they 
An. Olymp. should be converted, and thezr sins 
ocrs should be forgiven them. 

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not 
this parable ? and how then will ye know all 
parables ? 

14 4 ¢ The sower soweth the word. 

15 And these are they by the way side, 
where the word is sown: but when they have 
heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh 
away the word that was sown in their hearts. 

16 And these are they likewise which are 
sown on stony ground; who, when they have 
heard the word, immediately receive it with 
gladness ; 

17 And have no root in themselves, and so 
endure but for a time: afterward, when afflic- 
tion or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, 
immediately they are offended. 

18 And these are they which are sown 
among thorns; such as hear the word, 


19 And the cares of this world, * and 
the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the 


ST. MARK. 


the sower explained 
word, and it becometh unfruit- eu 
An. Olymp 

fol CCL 3 


20 And these are they which are 
sown on good ground ; such as hear the word, 
and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some 
thirty-fold, some sixty, and some a hundred, 

21 9 i And he said unto them, Is a candle 
brought to be put under a * bushel, or under a 
bed? and not to be set on a candlestick ? 

22 1 For there is nothing hid, which shall 
not be manifested ; neither was any thing kept 
secret, but that it should come abroad. 

23 ™If any man have ears to hear, let 
him _ hear. 

24 And he saith unto them, Take heed 
what ye hear: * with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured to you: and unto you 
that hear shall more be given. 

25 ° For he that hath, to him shall be given. 
and he that hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he hath. 

26 Gf And he said, ? So is the kingdom of 
God, as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground ; 


g Matt. xiii. 19.——h | Tim. vi. 9, 17.—— i Matt. v. 15; Luke 
viii. 16; xi. 33.——* The word in the original signifieth a less 
measure, as Matt. v. 15. 


1 Matt. x. 26; Luke xii. 2——™ Matt. xi. 15; ver. 9. n Matt. 
vii. 2; Luke vi. 38. © Matt. xiii. 12; xxv. 29; Luke viii. 18; 
xix, 26: P Matt. xiii. 24. 


Verse 13. Know ye not this parable ?| The scope 
and design of which is so very obvious. 

How then will ye know all parables?| Of which 
mode of teaching ye should be perfect masters, in 
order that ye may be able successfully to teach others. 
This verse is not found in any of the other evangelists. 

Verse 15. Tumsn are they] Probably our Lord 
here refers to the people to whom he had just now 
preached, and who, it is likely, did not profit by the 
word spoken. 

Where the word is sown] Instead of this clause, 
four copies of the Itala read the place thus—They 
who are sown by the way side, are they WHO RECEIVE 
THE WORD NEGLIGENTLY. There are thousands of this 
stamp in the Christian world. Reader, art thow one 
of them? 

Verse 19. The deceatfulness of riches] This is va- 
riously expressed in different copies of the Itala; the 
errors—delights of the world—completely alienated 
(abalienati) by the pleasures of the world. The lusts 
of other things—which have not been included in the 
anxious cares of the world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches. All, all, choke the word! 

Verse 21. Is a candle—put under a bushel?] The 
design of my preaching is to enlighten men; my 
parables not being designed to hide the truth, but to 
make it more manifest. 

Verse 22. For there is nothing hid, &c.] Probably 
our Lord means, that all that had hitherto been secret, 
relative to the salvation of a lost world, or only ob- 
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securely pointed out by types and sacrifices, shall now 
be uncovered and made plain by the everlasting Gospel. 
See on Matt. v. 15; x. 26. 

Verse 24. And unto you that hear shall more be 
given.] This clause is wanting in DG, Coptic, and four 
copies of the Jtala; and in others, where it is extant, 
it is variously written. Griesbach has left it out of 
the text, and supposes it to be a gloss on, Whosoever 
hath, to him shall be gwen. 

Verse 25. He that hath] See on Matt. xiii. 12. 

Verse 26. So is the kingdom of God] This parable 
is mentioned only by Mark, a proof that Mark did not 
abridge Matthew. Whitby supposes it to refer to the 
good ground spoken of before, and paraphrases it 
thus :—‘* What I have said of the seed sown upon 
good ground, may be illustrated by this parable. The 
dectrine of the kingdom, received ina good and honest 
heart, is ike seed sown by a man in his ground, pro- 
perly prepared to receive it; for when he hath sown 
it, he sleeps and wakes day after day, and, looking on 
it, he sees it spring and grow up through the virtue of 
the earth in which it is sown, though he knows not 
how it doth so; and when he finds it ripe, he reaps it, 
and so receives the benefit of the sown seed. So is 
it here: the seed sown in the good and honest heart 
brings forth fruit with patience; and this fruit daily 
inecreaseth, though we know not how the Word and 
Spirit work that increase; and then Christ the hus- 
bandman, at the time of the harvest, gathers in this 
good seed into the kingdom of heaven.” I see no 

1 


The parable of 


A. M. 4031. 
AD. 2. 


An, ee. night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knoweth 
not how. 
28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of 
herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that 
the full corn in the ear. 


4 Or, ripe. —t Rey. xiv. 15. Ss Matt. xiii. 31; 


necessity of inquiring how Christ may be said to sleep 
and rise night and day ; Christ being like to this hus- 
bandman only in sowing and reaping the seed. 

Verse 27. And should sleep and rise night and day] 
That is, he should sleep by night, and rise by day ; for 
so the words are obviously to be understood. 

He knoweth not how.) How a plant grows is a mys- 
tery in nature, which the wisest philosopher in the 
universe cannot fully explain. 

Verse 28. Bringeth forth—of herself] Avrtowarn. 
By its own energy, without either the influence or 
industry of man. Similar to this is the expression of 
the poet :— 


Namque alie, NULLIS HOMINUM COGENTIBUS, ipse 
SPoNnTE sua veniunt. Vire. Geor. |. ii. v. 10. 


“Some (trees) grow of their own accord, without 
the labour of man.” All the endlessly varied herbage 
of the field is produced in this way. 

The full corn] UWAnpn ovrov, ruLL wheat; the per- 
fect, full-grown, or ripe corn. Lucian uses Kevog 
kaproc, EMPTY fruit, for wnperfect, or unripe fruit. 
See Kypke. 

The kingdom of God, which is generated in the 
soul by the word of life, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, is first very small; there is only a dlade, 
but this is full of promise, for a good blade shows there 
is a good seed at bottom, and that the soz in which it 
is sown is good also. Then the ear—the strong stalk 
grows up, and the ear is formed at the top; the faith 
and love of the believing soul increase abundantly ; it 
is justified freely through the redemption that is in 
Christ ; it has the ear which is shortly to be filled with 
the ripe grain, the outlines of the whole image of God. 
Then the full corn. The soul is purified from all 
unrighteousness ; and, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world, it is made a partaker of the Divine 
nature, and is filled with all the fulness of God. 

Verse 29. He putteth in the sickle] AroceAnet, he 


sendeth out the sickle, i. e. the reapers; the instru- | 


ment, by a metonomy, being put for the persons who 
use it. This is a common figure. It has been sup- 
posed that our Lord intimates here that, as soon as a 
soul is mace completely holy, it is taken into the king- 
dom of God. But certainly the parable does not say 
30. When the corn is ripe, it is reaped for the benefit 
of him who sowed it; for it can be of little or no use 
till it be rive: so when a soul is saved from ail sin, it 
is capable of being fully employed in the work of the 
Lord: it is then, and not till then, fully fitted for the 
Master’s use. God saves men to the uttermost, that 
they may here perfectly love him, and worthily mag- 
nify his name. To take them away the moment they 
1 


CHAP. TY. 
Oa And should sleep and rise} 


the springing seed. 


29 But when the fruit is 4 brought A. ro 


forth, immediately "he putteth in gs Pra 
the sickle, because the harvest is 

come. 

30 “ And he said, * Whereunto shall we 
liken the kingdom of God? or with what 
comparison shall we compare it? 


Luke xiii. 18; Acts ii. 41; iv. 4; v. 14; xix. 20. 


are capable of doing this, would be, So far, to deprive 
the world and the Church of the manifestation of the 
glory of his grace. ‘ But the text says, he immedi- 
ately sendeth out the sickle; and this means that the 
person dies, and is taken into glory, as soon as he is 
fit for it.” No, for there may be millions of cases, 
where, though to die would be gain, yet to live may 
be far better for the Church, and for an increase of the 
life of Christ to the soul. See Phil. i. 21, 24. Be- 
sides, if we attempt to make the parable speak here 
what seems to be implied in the letter, then we may 
say, with equal propriety, that Christ sleeps and wakes 
alternately ; and that his own grace grows, he knows 
not how, in the heart in which he has planted it. 
Verse 27. 

On these two parables we may remar 

1. That a preacher is a person employed by God, 
and sent out to sow the good seed of his kingdom in the 
souls of men. 

2. That it is a sin against God to stay in the field 
and not sow. 

3. That it is a sin to pretend to sow, when a man 
is not furnished by the keeper of the granary with any 
more seed. 

4. That it is a high offence against God to change 
the Master’s seed, to mix it, or to sow bad seed in the 
place of it. 

5. That he is not a seeds-man of God who desires 
to sow by the way side, &c., and not on the proper 
ground ; i. e. he who loves to preach only to genteel 
congregations, to people of sense and fashion, and feels 
it a pain and a cross to labour among the poor and the 
ignorant. 

6. That he who sows with a simple, upright heart, 
the seed of his Master, shall (though some may be 
unfruitful) see the seed take deep root; and, notwith- 
standing the unfarthfulness and sloth of many of his 
hearers, he shall doubtless come with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with hm. See Quesnel. 

Verse 30. Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom 
of God?] How amiable is this carefulness of Jesus ! 
How instructive to the preachers of his word! He is 
not solicitous to seek fine turns of eloquence to charm 
the minds of his auditors, nor to draw such descriptions 
and comparisons as may surprise them: but studies 
only to make himself understood; to instruct to ad- 
vantage ; to give true ideas of faith and holiness ; and 
to find out such expressions as may render necessary 
truths easy and intelligible to the meanest capacities. 
The very wisdom of God seems to be at a loss to find 
out expressions Jow enough for the slow apprehensions 
of men. How dull and stupid is the creature! How 
wise and good the Creator! And how foolish the 
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Parable of the mustard seed. 


A. M. 4031. 
Doe = 81 Tt as like a grain of mustard 


An. Olymp. seed, which, when it is sown in the 
earth, is less than all the seeds that 
be in the earth: 

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and 
becometh greater than all herbs, and. shooteth 
out great branches ; so that the fowls of the 
air may lodge under the shadow of it. 

33 *And with many such parables spake he 
the word unto them, as they were able to 
hear zt. 

34 But without a parable spake he not unto 
them: and when they were alone, he ex- 
pounded all things to his disciples. 

35 9 "And the same day, when the even 
was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass 
over unto the other side. 

36 And when they had sent away the mul- 


t Matt. xili. 34; John xvi. 12. 


preacher who uses fine and hard words in his preaching, 
which, though admired by the shallow, convey no in- 
struction to the multitude. 

Verse 31. A grain of mustard seed) See on Matt. 
rat, Gilly BI 

Verse 33. With many such parables] Todratc, 
many, is omitted by L, sixteen others; the Syriac, 
both the Persic, one Arabic, Coptic, Armenian, 
Aithiopic, and two of the Itala. Mull approves of 
the omission, and Girzesbach leaves it doubtful. It is 
probably an interpolation: the text reads better with- 
out it. 

As they were able to hear| Akovey, or to understand, 
always suiting his teaching to the capacities of his 
hearers. I have always found that preacher most 
useful, who could adapt his phrase to ¢hat of the people 
to whom he preached. Studying different dialects, and 
forms of speech, among the common people, is a more 
dificult and a more useful work than the study of 
dead languages. The one aman should do, and the 
other he need not leave undone. 

Verse 34. He expounded all things to his disciples.| 
That they might be capable of instructing others. 
Outside hearers, those who do not come into close fel- 
lowship with the true disciples of Christ, have seldom 
more than a superficial knowledge of Divine things. 

In the fellowship of the saints, where Jesus the 
teacher is always to be found, every thing is made 
plain,—for the secret of the Lord is with them who 
fear him. 

Verse 35. Let us pass over unto the other side.] 
Our Lord was now by the sea of Galilee. 

. Verse 36. Tuny took him even as he was in the 
ship.| That is, the disciples; he was now ev tw Trhow, 
in the boat, i. e. his own boat which usually waited on 
him, and out of which it appears he was then teaching 
the people. There were several others there which he 
might have gone in, had this one not been in the place. 
The construction of this verse is exceedingly difficult ; 
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ST. MARK. 


Jesus rebukes the wind 


titude, they took him even as he was 4,™. 4031. 


in the ship. And there were also An. oP 
with him other little ships. Piet 

37 And there arose a great storm of wind, 
and the waves beat into the ship, so that it 
was now full. 

38 And he was in the hinder part of the 
ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, 
and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that 
we perish? 

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, 
and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And 
the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so 
fearful? how is it that ye have no faith ? 

41 And they feared exceedingly, and said 
one to another, What manner of man is this, 
that even the wind and the sea obey him ? 


u Matt. vili. 18, 23; Luke viii. 22. 


the meaning appears to be this :—The disciples sailed 
off with him just as he was in the boat out of which 
he had been teaching the people ; and they did not wait 
to provide any accommodations for the passage. This 
I believe to be the meaning of the inspired penman. 

Verse 37. A great storm of wind] See on Matt. 
viii. 24. 

Verse 38. On a pillow] Tlpockedadatov probably 
means a litile bed, or hammock, such as are common 
in small vessels. J have seen several in small packets, 
or passage boats, not a great deal larger than a bolster. 

Verse 39. Peace, be still.| Be silent! Be still! 
There is uncommon majesty and authority in these 
words. Who but Gou could act thus? Perhaps this 
salvation of his disciples in the boat might be designed 
to show forth that protection and deliverance which 
Christ will give to his followers, however violently 
they may be persecuted by earth or hell. At least, 
this is a legitimate use which may be made of this 
transaction. 

Verse 40. Why are ye so fearful ?] Having me 
with you. 

How is it that ye have no faith?) Having already 
had such proofs of my unlimited power and goodness. 

Verse 41. What manner of man is this ?| They 
were astonished at such power proceeding from a person 
who appeared to be only like one of themselves. It 
is often profitable to entertain each other with the 
succour and support which we receive from God in 
times of temptation and distress; and to adore, with 
respectful awe, that sovereign power and goodness by 
which we have been delivered. 


Havine spoken so largely of the spiritual and prac- 
tical uses to be made of these transactions, where the 
parallel places occur in the preceding evangelist, I do 
not think it necessary to repeat those things here, 
and must refer the reader to the places marked in the 
margin. 

1 


The man possessed with @ 


CHAP... Y: 


legion of demons cured. 


CHAPTER. V. 


The man possessed with a legion of demons cured, 1-20. He raises Jairus’s daughter to life, and cures the 
woman who had an wsue of blood, 21-43. 


A. sig Swe ND *they came over unto the 
other side of the sea, into the 
country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when he was come out of the ship, 
immediately there met him out of the tombs 
a man with an unclean spirit, 

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs ; 
and no man could bind him, no, not with 
chains : 

4 Because that he had been often bound 
with fetters and chains, and the chains had 
been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could any man 
tame him. 

5 And always, night and day, he was in the 


An. papal 
cc 


a Matt. viii. 28; Luke viii. 26. 
NOTES ON CHAP. V. 

Verse 1. The Gadarenes.| Some of the MSS. have 
Gergasenes, and some of them Gerasenes. Griesbach 
seems to prefer the latter. See the note on Matt. 
viii. 28. 

The Gadarenes were included within the limits of 
the Gergasenes. Dr. Lightfoot supposes that, of the 
two demoniacs mentioned here, one was of Gadara, 
and consequently a heathen, the other was a Gergese- 
nian, and consequently a Jew ; and he thinks that Mark 
and Luke mention the Gadarene demoniac because his 
case was a singular one, being the only heathen cured 
by our Lord, except the daughter of the Syrophe- 
nician woman. 

Verse 2. A man with an unclean spirit] There are 
two mentioned by Matthew, who are termed demo- 
miacs. See on chap. i. 23. 

Verse 3. Who had his dwelling among the tombs] 
See Matt. viii. 28. 

Verse 4. With fetters and chains] His strength, it 
appears was supernatural, no kind of chains being 
strong enough to confine him. With several, this 
man would have passed for an outrageous madman, 
and diabolic influence be entirely left out of the ques- 
tion; but it is the prerogative of the znspyred penman 
only, to enter into the nature and causes of things; 
and how strange is it, that because men cannot see as 
far as the Spirit of God does, therefore they deny his 
testimony. “There was no devil; there can be none.” 
Why? “Because we have never seen one, and we 
think the doctrine absurd.” Excellent reason! And 
do you think that any man who conscientiously believes 
his Bible will give any credit to you? Men sent from 
God, to bear witness to the truth, tell us there were 
demoniacs in their time ; you say, “ No, they were only 
diseases.” Whom shall we credit? The men sent 
from God, or you? 

1 


mountains, and in the tombs, cry- 4, ™ 4031. 


ing, and cutting himself with “ects” 
stones. Sa tet 

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran 
and worshipped him, 

7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, 
>What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of the most high God? I Sune thee by God, 
that thou torment me not. 

8 For he said unto him, ie out of the 
man, thow unclean spirit. 

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? 
And he answered, saying, °My name is Le- 
gion: for we are many. 

10 And he besought him much that he 


b Acts xvi. 17; Matt. viii. 29. 


¢ Luke viii. 30. 


Verse 5. Crying, and cutting himself with stones.] 
In this person’s case we see a specimen of what Satan 
could do in all the wicked, if God should permit him ; 
but even the devil himself has his chain ; and he who 
often binds others, is always bound himself. 

Verse 6. Worshipped him] Did him homage ; com- 
pelled thereto by the power of God. How humiliating 
to Satan, thus to be obliged to acknowledge the supe- 
riority of Christ ! 

Verse 7. What have I to do with thee] Or, What 
is it to thee and me, or why dost thou trouble thyself 
with me? See on chap. i. 24, and Matt. viii. 29, 
where the idiom and meaning are explained. 

Jesus| This is omitted by four MSS., and by several 
in Luke viii. 28, and by many of the first authority in 
Matt. viii. 29. See the note on this latter place. © 

Verse 9. Legion: for we are many.] Could a disease 
have spoken sot ‘No, there was no devil in the 
case ; the man spoke according to the prejudice of his 
countrymen.” And do you think that the Spirzt of God 
could employ himself in retailing such ridiculous and 
nonsensical prejudices? ‘But the evangelist gives 
these as this madman’s words, and it was necessary 
that, as a faithful historian, he should mention these 
circumstances.” But this objection is destroyed by the 
parallel place in Luke, chap. vili. 30, where the inspired 
writer himself observes, that the demoniac was called 
Legion, because many demons had entered into him. 

Verse 10. Out of the country.] Strange that these 
accursed spirits should find it any mitigation of their 
misery to be permitted to exercise their malevolence 
in a particular district! But as this is supposed to 
have been a heathen district, therefore the demons 
might consider themselves in their own territories ; 
and probably they could act there with less restraint 
than they could do in a country where the worship of 
God was established. See on vet. 1. 
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The legion of demons 


A.M. 4031. would not send them away out of 
An. Olymp. the country. 

11° Now there was there nigh unto 
the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. 

12 And all the devils besought him, saying, 
Send us into the swine, that we may enter 
into them. 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. 
And the unclean spirits went out, and entered 
into the swine: and the herd ran violently 
down a steep place, into the sea, (they were 
about two thousand,) and were choked in 
the sea. 

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and 
told zt in the city, and in the country. 
they went out to see what it was that was done. 

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him 
that was possessed with the devil, and had the 
legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind: and they were afraid. 

16 And they that saw zt told them how it 
befell to him that was possessed with the devil, 
and also concerning the swine. 

17 And ‘they began to pray him to depart 
out of their coasts. 

18 And when he was come into the ship, 
ehe that had been possessed with the devil 


4 Matt. vuli. 34; Acts xvi. 39. e Luke viii. 38.—f Matt. ix. 
1; Luke viii. 40. 


Verse 11. A great herd of swine] See the notes 
on Matt. vill. 30. 

Verse 12. Aut the devils] Tavrtec, all,is omitted by 
many MSS. and versions ; Griesbach leaves it out of 
the text. Oc daovec is omitted also by several : 
Griesbach leaves it doubtful. Probably it should be 
read thus, And they besought him, saying. 

Verse 13. Gave them leave.| For exetpewev, DH, 
three others, and three copies of the Jtala have 
ereupev, sent them. 

Verse 14. The swine] Instead of rove youpove, BCDL, 
three others, Syriac, Coptic, Auihiopic, Vulgate, and 
Itala, read avrove, them—And they that fed THE fled. 
Griesbach has adopted this reading. 

Verse 15. That—had the legion] This is omitted 
by ‘D, and two others, Authiopic, Persic, Vulgate, and 
all the Itala but one. Mill, Bengel, and Griesbach, 
think it should be omitted. 

Verse 19. Suffered him not] ‘O de Inoove, Howbeit 
Jesus, is omitted by ABKLM, twenty-seven others, 
both the Syriac, both the Persic, Coptic, Gothic, Vul- 
gate, and one of the Itala. Mill and Bengel approve 
of the omission, and Griesbach leaves it out of the text. 

Go home to thy friends, &c.| This was the cause 
why Jesus would not permit him to follow him now, 
because he would not have the happiness of his rela- 
tives deferred, who must exceedingly rejoice at seeing 
the wonders which the Lord had wrought. 
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ST. MARK. 


And 


possess a herd of swine. 


ihe him that he might be with 4; foe 
im 


An. eee 
‘ : 3. 
19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, 


but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and 


tell them how great things the Lord hath done 
for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 

20 And he departed, and began to publish 
in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done 
for him: and all men did marvel. 

21 97 And when Jesus was passed over 
again by ship unto the other side, much peo- 
ple gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto 
the sea. 

22 And, behold, there cometh one of the 
rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and 
when he saw him, he fell at his feet, 

23 And besought him greatly, saying, My 
little daughter lieth at the point of death: I 


| pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, 


that she may be healed: and she shall live. 

24 And Jesus went with him; and much 
people followed him, and thronged him. 

25 § And a certain woman, » which had an 
issue of blood twelve years, 

26 And had suffered many things of many 
physicians, and had spent all that she had, and 
was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 


& Matt. ix. 18; Luke viii. 41—»Lev. xv. 25; Matt. 
axe. 20; 


Verse 20. Decapolis] See on Matt. iv. 25. 

Verse 23. My litile daughter] To @Qvyatpiov pov, 
that little daughter of mine. The words express much 
tenderness and concern. Luke observes, chap. viii. 
42, that she was his only daughter, and was about 
twelve years of age. 

At the point of death] Eoyatoc eye, in the last 
extremity, the last gasp. See on Matt. ix. 18. 

Verse 25. A certain woman] See Matt. ix. 20. 

Verse 26. Had suffered many things of many phy- 
stcians,—and was nothing bettered, but rather grew 
worse] No person will wonder at this account, when 
he considers the therapeutics of the Jewish physicians 
in reference to hemorrhages, especially of the kind 
with which this woman was afflicted. 

Rabbi Jochanan says: “ Take of gum Alexandria, 
of alum, and of crocus hortensis, the weight of a zuzce 
each; let them be bruised together, and given in wine 
to the woman that hath an issue of blood. But if this 
fail, 

“ Take of Persian onions nine logs, boil them in 
wine, and give it to her to drink : “ain say, Arise from 
thy flux. “But should this fail, 

“ Set her in a place where two ways meet, and let 
her hold a cup of wine in her hand ; and let somebody 
come behind and affright her, and say, Arise from thy 
flux. But should this do no good, 


“ Take a handful of cummin and a handful of 
1 


The diseased woman healed. 


AM. 4031. 27 When she had heard of Jesus, 


An. Olymp- Came in the press behind, and 
—— touched his garment. 

28 For she said, If I may touch but his 
clothes, I shall be whole. 

29 And straightway the fountain of her blood 
was dried up; and she felt in her body that 
she was healed of that plague. 

30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in him- 
self that ‘virtue had gone out of him, turned 
him about in the press, and said, Who touched 
my clothes ? 

31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou 
seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest 
thou, Who touched me ? 

32 And he looked round about to see her 
that had done this thing. 

33 But the woman, fearing and trembling, 
knowing what was done in her, came and fell 
down before him, and told him all the truth. 

34 And he said unto her, Daughter, * thy 


CHAP. V. 


Jauirus’s daughter raised to life. 


faith hath made thee whole; go 4,M. 4031. 
in peace, and be whole of thy An. Olymp. 
plague. ee 

35 J ! While he yet spake, there came from 
the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain 
which said, Thy daughter is dead: why 
troublest thou the Master any farther ? 

36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that 
was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of the syna 
gogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 

37 And he suffered no man to follow him, 
save Peter, and James, and John the brother 
of James. 

38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler 
of the synagogue, and seeth the tumult, and 
them that wept and wailed greatly. 

39 And when he was come in, he saith unto 
them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the 
damsel is not dead, but ™sleepeth. 

40 And they laughed him to scorn. »® But 
when he had put them all out, he taketh the 


tLuke vi. 19; viii. 46—— Matt. ix. 22; chap. x. 52; Acts 


xiv. 9.—! Luke viii. 49.——™ John xi. 11. 


2 Acts ix. 40. 


crocus, and a handful of fenu-greek; let these be 
bowled, and given her to drink, and say, Arise from 
thy flux. But should this also fail, 

“ Dig seven trenches, and burnin them some cuttings 
of vines not yet circumcised (vines not four years old ;) 
and let her take inher hand a cup of wine, and let her 
be led from this trench and set down over that; and 
let her be removed from that, and set down over ano- 
ther: and in each removal say unto her, Arise from 
thy flux.” Dr. Lightfoot gives these as a sample, out 
of many others, extracted from Bab. Shabd. fol. 110. 

And from some of these nostrums it is evident the 
woman could not be dettered, and from some others it is 
as evident that she must be made worse; and from all 
together it is indubitably certain that she must have 
suffered many things ;—and from the persons employ- 
ed, the expense of the medicaments, and the number 
of years she was afflicted, as she was not a person of 
great opulence, it is most perfectly credible that she 
spent all that she had. She was therefore a fit pa- 
tient for the Great Physician. 

The case of this woman was a very afflicting one : 
1. Because of the nature of her malady; it was such 
as could not be made public, without exposing her to 
shame and contempt. 2. It was an inveterate disorder ; 
it had lasted twelve years. 3. It was continual; she 
appears to have had no interval of health. 4. Her 
disorder was aggravated by the medicines she used— 
she suffered much, gc. 5. Her malady was ruinous 
both to her health and circumstances—she spent all 
that she had. 6. She was now brought to the last 
point of wretchedness, want, and despair; she was 
growing worse, and had neither money nor goods to 
make another experiment to procure her health. 7. 
She was brought so low by her disorder as to be inca- 
pable of earning any thing to support her wretched life 

Vou. 1. ( 20 ) 


a little longer. It has been said, and the saying is a 
good one, “ Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” 
Never could the power and goodness of God be shown 
in a more difficult and distressful case. And now 
Jesus comes, and she is healed. 

Verse 27. Came in the press behind) She had 
formed her resolution in faith, she executes it, not- 
withstanding her weakness, &c., with courage; and 
now she finds it crowned with success. 

Verse 31. Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, 
&c.] Many touch Jesus who are not healed by him: 
the reason is, they do it not by fazth, through a sense 
of their wants, and a conviction of his ability and wil- 
lingness to save them. Faith conveys the virtue of 
Christ into the soul, and spiritual health is the imme- 
diate consequence of this received virtue. 

Verse 33. Fearing and trembling] See Matt. ix. 22. 

Verse 34. Be whole of thy plague.| Rather, con- 
tinue whole, not, be whole, for she was already healed : 
but this contains a promise, necessary to her encour- 
agement, that her disorder should afflict her no more. 

Verse 35. Why troublest thou the Master] 'These 
people seem to have had no other notion of our Lord 
than that of an eminent physician, who might be useful 
while there was life, but afterwards could do nothing. 

Verse 36. Jesus—saith| These words were spoken 
by our Lord to the afflicted father, immediately on his 
hearing of the death of his child, to prevent that dis- 
tress which he otherwise must have felt on finding 
that the case was now, humanly speaking, hopeless. 

Verse 38. He cometh] But epyovta, they come, is 
the reading of ABCDF, four others, and several versions. 

Wept and wailed] See on Matt. ix. 23. 

Verse 40. The father and the mother] Prudence 
required that they should be present, and be witnesses 
of the miracle. 
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Our, Lord's countrymen are ST. 


foal 2001. father and the mother of the dam- 
An. Olymp. sel, and them that were with him, 

pea and entereth in where the damsel 
was lying. 


41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and 
said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being 
interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, arise. 


MARK. offended at his mighty works. 
42 And straightway the damsel ce 431. 


arose, and walked; for she was of An. Olymp. 
CCL3. 
the age of twelve years. And they 
were astonished with a great astonishment. 
43 And °he charged them straitly that no 
man should know it; and commanded that 
something should be given her to eat. 


© Matt. vili. 4; ix. 30; xii. 16; 


xvii. 9; chap. iii. 12; Luke v. 14. 


And them that were with him] Thatis, Peter, James, 
and John, verse 37. It is remarkable that our Lord 
gave a particular preference to these three disciples, 
beyond all the rest, on three very important occasions : 
1. They were present at the transfiguration. 2. At 
the raising of Jairus’s daughter. 3. At his agony in 
the garden of Gethsemane. 

Where the damsel was lying.| Avakerpevov, lying. 
This word is very doubtful. BDL, one other, Coptic, 
and later Arabic, with five of the Jtala, omit it. Other 
MSS. express the same idea in five different words : 
Griesbach leaves it out of the text. See his Testament. 


Verse 41. Talitha cumi] ac6$ns J 


This is mere Syriac, the proper translation of which 
the evangelist has given. The Codex Beze has a 
very odd and unaccountable reading here, paffu. 
OaBira Kkovjut, My master. Damsel arise. Suidas quotes 
this place under the word ASBaxovu thus taanFa Kovp. 
Kovu is the reading of several ancient MSS., but it is 
certainly a faulty one. 


Verse 43. Something should be given her to eat.] 
For though he had employed an extraordinary power 
to bring her to life, he wills that she should be conti- 
nued in existence by the use of ordinary means. The 
advice of the heathen is a good one :— 


Nec Deus intersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus 
Inciderit. Horat. 


“‘ When the miraculous power of God is necessary, 
let it be resorted to: when it is not necessary, let the 
ordinary means be used.”—To act otherwise would be 
to tempt God. 

While Christ teaches men the knowledge of the true 
God, and the way of salvation, he at the same time 
teaches them lessons of prudence, economy, and com- 
mon sense. And it is worthy of remark, that all who 
are taught of him are not only saved, but their under- 
standings are much improved. ‘True religion, civili- 
zation, mental improvement, common sense, and or. 
derly behaviour, go hand in hand. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Our Lord’s countrymen are astonished at his wisdom and mighty works, and are offended at hum, 1-4. 


He works few miracles there, because of their unbelief, 5, 6. 


to preach, &c., 7-11. 
14-16. 
of their mission, 30. 


They depart, preach, and work miracles, 12, 13. 
Account of the beheading of John Baptist, 17-29. 


He sends forth his disciples by two and two 
Different opinions of Christ, 
The disciples return, and give an account 


He departs with them to a place of privacy, but the people follow him, 31-33. He 


has compassion on them, and miraculously feeds five thousand with five loaves and two fishes, 34-44. He 


sends the disciples by sea to Bethsaida, and himself goes into a mountain to pray, 45, 46. 


The disciples 


meet with a storm, and he comes to them walking upon the water, and appeases the winds and the sea, 47- 


52. 
ok Abbe he went out from thence, 
ac kes and came into his own country, 


and his disciples follow him. 

2 And when the Sabbath day was come, he 
began to teach in the synagogue: and many 
hearing him were astonished, saying, » From 
whénce hath this man these things? and what 


They come into the land of Gennesaret, and he works many miracles, 53-56. 


isdom 7s this which is gi A.M. 4031. 
wisdom is this which is given unto 4,M- 4031 


him, that even such mighty works An. es 
CCL. 3 
are wrought by his hands ? 
3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, 
° the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, 
and Simon? and are not his sisters here with 
us? And they ¢ were offended at him. 


a Matt. xiii. 54; Luke iv. 16——» John vi. 42. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VI. 

Verse 1. And he went out from thence] That is, 
from Capernaum. See on Matt. xiii. 54. 

Verse 2. Were astonished] Ext ty didayn avrov, at 
his doctrine, or teaching. This is added by the Codex 
Beze and eight others, later Syriac, Armenian, Vul-' 
gate, and all the Jtala. 
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© See Matt. xii. 46; Gal. i. 19.——¢ Matt. xi. 6. 


Verse 3. Is not this the carpenter] Among the 
ancient Jews, every father was bound to do four things 
for his son. 1. To circumcise him. 2. To redeem him. 
3. To teach him the law. 4. To teach him a trade. 
And this was founded on the following just maxim: 
“He who teaches not his son to do some work, 


lisas if he taught him robbery!” It is therefore 


( 20* ) 


He sends forth his 


A, M. 4031, 
A. D. 27, 


An Gene, prophet i is not without honour, but 
in his own country, and among his 
own kin, and in his own house 

5 ‘ And he could there do no mighty work, 
save that he laid his hands upon a few sick 
folk, and healed them. 

6 And &he marvelled hecause of their un- 
belief. » And he went round about the vil- 
lages, teaching. 

7 “Mi And he called unto him the twelve, 
and began to send them forth by two and two; 
and gave them power over unclean spirits ; 

8 And commanded them that they should 
take nothing for their journey, save a staff only ; 
no scrip, no bread, no * money in their purse: 

9 But 'be shod with sandals; and not put 
on two coats. 

10 ™ And he said unto them, In what place 


*Matt. xiii. 57; John iv. 44.——f See Gen. xix. 22; xxxil. 
25; Matt. xiii. 58; chap. ix. 23.——# Isa. lix. 16 —— Matt. ix. 
35; Luke xiii. 22. iMatt.x. 1; chap. iii. 13, 14; Luke ix. 1. 
* The word signifieth a piece of brass money, in value somewhat 
less than a farthing, Matt. x.9; but here itis taken in general for 


likely that Joseph brought up our Lord to his own 
trade. 

Joses| Several good MSS. read Iwayroc, Joset, and 
one, with several versions, reads Joseph. 

Verses 4—6. See this curious subject explained, 
Matt. xiii. 55-58. 

Verse 7. By two and two] That they might encourage 
and support each other; and to show that wnzon 
among the ministers of the Gospel is essential to the 
promotion of the cause of truth. See on Luke x. 1. 

Verse 8. A staff only] It is likely he desired them 
to take only one with every two, merely for the pur- 
pose of carrying any part of their clothes on, when they 
should be obliged to strip them off by reason of the 
heat; for walking staves, or things of this kind, were 
forbidden, see Matt. x. 10. But, probably, no more is 
designed than simply to state that they must not wait 
to make any provision for the journey, but go off just 
as they were, leaving the provision necessary in the 
present case to the care of Divine Providence. St. 
James is represented in ancient paintings, as carrying 
a gourd bottle on a sTarF across his shoulder. 

Verse 9. Shod with sandals| The sandal seems to 
have been similar to the Roman solea, which covered 
only the sole of the foot, and was fastened about the foot 
and ancle with straps. The sandal was originally a 
part of the woman’s dress; ancient authors represent 
them as worn only by women. In Matt. x. 10, the 
disciples are commanded to take no shoes, vrodnmara, 
which word is nearly of the same import with cav- 
dadta, sandals; but, as our Lord intimates to them 
that they should be free from all useless incumbrances, 
that they might fulfil his orders with the utmost dili- 
gence and despatch, so we may suppose that the san- 
dal was a lighter kind of wear than the shoe: and 
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disciples to preach. 


4 But Jesus said unto them, * A|soever ye enter into a house, there 4. te 


abide till ye depart from that place. An. Olymp. 

11 » And whosoever shall not re- —°°" 
ceive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, 
° shake off the dust under your feet for a testi 
mony against them. Verily I say unto you, It 
shall be more tolerable for Sodom ? and Gomor- 
rah, in the day of judgment, than for that city. 

12 And they went out, and preached that 
men should repent. 

13 And they cast out many devils, 4 and 
anointed with oil many that were sick, and 
healed them. 

14 9 * And King Herod heard of him ; (for 
his name was spread abroad :) and he said, 
That John the Baptist was risen from the 
dead, and therefore mighty works do show 
forth themselves in him. 


15 * Others said, That it is Elias. And 
money, Luke ix. 3—! Acts xii. 8——™ Matt. x. 11; Luke ix. 
Arxe 7, 8. 2 Matt. x. 14; Luke x. 10. © Acts xiii. 51; 


xviii. 6.—? Gr. or. 4 James v. 14.——" Matt. xiv. 1; Luke 
ix. 7.——* Matt. xvi. 14; chap. viii, 28. 


indeed the word sandal, which is mere Chaldee, 9730 
might be properly translated a light shoe; as it is 
compounded of {°D sim, a shoe, (see Targum, Deut. 
xxv. 9, 10,) and 55 dal, thin, slender, or mean, as being 
made, not only lighter than the hypodema or shoe, but 
(probably) also oe meaner materials. See many ex- 
cellent observations on this subject in Martinius’s 
Etymolog. Lexicon, under the word Sandalium. 

Verse 11. And whosoever shall not recewe you] 
‘Oc av toroc un desnrat, whatsoever PLACE will not re- 
ceive you: this is the reading of BL, four others, and 
the later Syriac in the margin. 

Verily, &c.] All this clause is omitted in BCDL, 
two others, one Aradic, one Persic, Coptic, Armenian, 
Vulgate, and all the Ztala but three. Mull and Beza 
approve of the omission, and Griesbach leaves it out of 
the text. It has probably been transferred here from 
Matt. x. 15. See this subject, from ver. 7, to ver. 11, 
explained at large on Matt. x. 1-15. 

Verse 13. Anointed with oil many that were sick] 
This is only spoken of here, and in James v. 14. This 
ceremony was in great use among the Jews; and in 
certain cases it might be profitable. But in the cases 
mentioned here, which were merely miraculous, it 
could avail no more of itself than the imposition of 
hands. It was used symbolically, as an emblem of 
that ease, comfort, and joy, which they prayed God 
to impart to the sick. For various examples of its 
use among the Jews, see Lightfoot and Wetstein on 
this place. 

Verse 14. And king Herod heard] Tnv akony av-ov, 
his fame, is added by KM, fifteen others, and in the 
margin of several. It seems necessary to complete 
the sense. 

Verse 15. Or, as one of the prophets.] 1, or, is 
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John the Baptist is cast 


A.M. 4031. others said, That it is a prophet, or 

A. D. 27. 

An. Olymp. as one of the prophets. 

_CCL3 16 ft But when Herod heard 
thereof, he said, It is John, whom I beheaded : 
he is risen from the dead. 

17 For Herod himself had sent forth and 
laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison 
for Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s wife : 
for he had married her. 

18 For John had said unto Herod, * It is 
not lawful for thee to have thy brother’s wife. 

19 Therefore Herodias had Ya quarrel 
against him, and would have killed him; but 
she could not; 

20 For Herod ™ feared John, knowing that 
he was a just man and a holy, and * observed 
him; and when he heard him, he did many 
things, and heard him gladly. 

21 ¥ And when a convenient day was come, 
that Herod 7 on his birth-day made a supper 
to his lords, high captains, and chief estates 
of Galilee ; 

22 And when the daughter of the said He- 
rodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod 
and them that sat with him, the king said unto 
the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, 
and I will give zt thee. 

23 And he sware unto her, * Whatsoever 
thou shalt ask of me, I will give zt thee, unto 
the half of my kingdom. 


t Matt. xiv. 2; Luke iii. 19. uLev. xviii. 16; xx. 21. 
v Or, an inward grudge. w Matt. xiv.5; xxi, 26. x Or, kept 
him, or, saved him. 


omitted by ABCEGHKLMS—BHYV, and one hun- 
dred others, Syriac, all the Arabic, all the Persic, 
Coptic, Aithiomec, Gothic, Slavonic, Vulgate, two Itala, 
Origen, Victor, and Theophylact. Bengel, Wetstein, 
and.Griesbach leave it out of the text: the omission 
of it mends the sense much. 

Verse 19. Would have killed] Elyret, soveut to 
kill him. C and five of the Itala. 

See the whole of this account, from ver. 17, to ver. 
29, explained on Matt. xiv. 2-12. 

Verse 21. Lords] Meyioraow, probably governors 
of particular districts. 

IMigh captains} Xcdsapyouc ; literally, chiefs or cap- 
tains over a thousand men, military chiefs. 

Chief estates] Tpwroce ; probably such as might 
be called nobles by title only, having no office civil or 
military ; probably magistrates. See Kypxx onthe place. 

Verse 23. Unto the half of my kingdom.] A noble 
price for a dance! This extravagance in favour of 
Jemale dancers has the fullest scope in the east, even 
to the present day. M. Anquetil du Perron, in the 
preliminary discourse to his Zend Avesta, p. 344 and 
345, gives a particular account of the dancers at Su- 
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into prison and beheaded. 


24 And she went forth, and said ee 
unto her mother, What shall Task? An. Olymp. 
And she said, The head of John the ————— 
Baptist. 

25 And she came in straightway with haste 
unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that 
thou give me by and by inacharger, the head 
of John the Baptist. 

26 » And the king was exceeding sorry ; yet 
for his oath’s sake, and for their sakes which 
sat with him, he would not reject her. 

27 And immediately the king sent ° an ex: 
ecutioner, and commanded his head to be 
brought: and he went and beheaded him in 
the prison, 

28 And brought his head in a charger, and 
gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it 
to her mother. 

29 And when his disciples heard of zt, they 
came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a 
tomb. 

30 4 4 And the apostles gathered themselves 
together unto Jesus, and told him all things, 
both what they had done, and what they had 
taught. 

31 ° And he said unto them, Come ye your- 
selves apart into a desert place, and rest a 
while: for f there were many coming and go- 
ing, and they had no leisure so much as to 
eat. 


y Matt. xiv. 6. zGen. xl. 20.—Esth. v. 3, 6; vii. 2. 
> Matt. xiv. 9. ¢Or, one of his guard. 4 Luke ix. 10. 
e Matt. xiv. 13—— Chap. in. 20. 


rat. This account cannot be transcribed in a comment 
on the Gospel of God, however illustrative it might be 
of the conduct of Herodias and her daughter Salome : 
it is too abominable for a place here. He observes, 
that the 77ch vie with each other in the presents they 
make to the dancing girls of money and jewels ; and that 
persons of opulence have even ruined themselves by 
the presents they made to those victims of debauch. 
He mentions a remarkable case, which may throw 
light on this passage: “That the dancer Laal-koner 
gained such a complete ascendancy over the Mogul 
Emperor Maaz-eddin, that he made her joint gover- 
ness of the empire with himself.” 

Verse 26. For their sakes which sat with him} 
Probably these persons joined in with the request, and 
were glad of this opportunity to get this light of Is- 
rael extinguished; he being a public reprover of all 
their vices. ; 

Verse 30. The apostles gathered themselves toge- 
ther] For they went different ways before, by two 
and two, ver. 7 ; and now they return and meet Christ 
at Capernaum. 

Verse 31. Rest a while] 

1 


Rest is necessary for 


Five thousand fed with 


a oe oe 32 &And they departed into a 


An, Om desert place by ship privately. 

33 And the people saw them 
departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot 
thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and 
came together unto him. 

34 9 And Jesus, when he came out, saw 
much people, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as sheep not 
having a shepherd: and ‘he began to teach 
them many things. 

35 * And when the day was now far spent, 
his disciples came unto him, and said, This is 
a desert place, and now the time ?s far passed: 

36 Send them away, that they may go into 
the country round about, and into the villages, 
and buy themselves bread: for they have 
nothing to eat. 

37 He answered and said unto them, Give 
ye them to eat. And they say unto him, 
' Shall we go and buy two hundred ™ penny- 
worth of bread, and give them to eat? 

38 He saith unto them, How many loaves 
have ye? go and see. And when they knew, 
they say, ® Five, and two fishes. 

39 And he commanded them to make all 
sit down by companies upon the green grass. 

& Matt. xiv. 13—— Matt. ix. 36; xiv. 14——‘ Luke ix. 11. 
k Matt. xiv. 15; Luke ix. 12.—1 Num. xi. 13, 22; 2 Kings iv. 


43. m'The Roman penny is seven pence halfpenny ; as Matt. 
XVili. 28. 


those who labour; and a zealous preacher of the Gos- 
pel will as often stand in need of it as a galley slave. 

Verse 33. The people] Or, oxdot, the multitudes. 
This is wanting in many MSS., but it seems neces- 
sary to make the sense clear. There is scarcely a 
verse in the whole New Testament that has suffered 
so much from transcribers as this verse. Amidst the 
abundance of various readings, one can scarcely tell 
what its original state was. The various readings may 
be seen in Griesbach. 

Verse 34. Much people, &c.] See this miracle 
explained on Matt. xiv. 14, &c. 

Verse 40. By hundreds, and by fifties.| “That 
is,” says Mr. Wesley, “ fifty in a rank, and a hundred 
in file. So, a hundred multiplied by fifty, made just 
five thousand.” But if they sat fifty deep, how could 
the disciples conveniently serve them with the bread 
and fish ? 

Verse 41. And blessed] I think the word God 
should be inserted here, as in Matt. xiv. 19. See the 
note there. The food we receive from God is already 
blessed, and does not stand in need of being blessed 
by man; but God, who gives it, deserves our warmest 
thanksgivings, as frequently as we are called to partake 
of his bounty. 

Verse 43. Twelve baskets] 'These were : either the 
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five loaves and two fishes. 
40 And they sat down in ranks, 4, M- 4032. 
by hundreds, and by fifties. re Olyinp 


41 And when he had taken the five 
loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to 
heaven, ° and blessed, and brake the loaves, and 
gave them to his disciples to set before them; 
and the two fishes divided he among them all. 

42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 

43 And they took up twelve baskets full of 
the fragments, and of the fishes. 

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were 
about five thousand men. 

45 4» And straightway he constrained his 
disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the 
other side before 4 unto Bethsaida, while he 
sent away the people. 

46 And when he had sent them away, he 
departed into a mountain to pray. 

47 * And when even was come, the ship was 
in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the 
land. 

48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; 
for the wind was contrary unto them: and 
about the fourth watch of the night he cometh 
unto them, walking upon the sea, and * would 
have passed by them. 

49 But when they saw him walking upon 


Matt. xiv. 17; Luke ix. 13; John vi. 9; see Matt. xv. 
34; chap. vill. 5. ©} Sam. ix. 13; Matt. xxvi. 26.——P Matt. 
xiv. 22; John vi. 17. 4 Or, over against Bethsaida.— Matt. 
xiv. 23; John vi. 16, |[7.——5 See Luke xxiv. 28. 


baskets used by the disciples, see Matt. xiv. 20, or 
baskets belonging to some of the multitude, who might 
have brought some with them to carry provisions, or 
other things necessary for the sick, whom they brought 
to Christ to be healed. 

Verse 44. Were about five thousand] Goet, about, 
is omitted by a great majority of the best MSS. and 
by the principal versions. It is wanting in several 
editions: Bengel, Wetstein, and Griesbach, leave it 
out of the text. It is omitted by some in the parallel 
place, Matt. xiv. 21, but it stands without any varia- 
tion in Luke ix. 14, and John vi. 10. This miracle 
is mentioned by all the four evangelists. It is one of 
the most astonishing that Christ has wrought. It is 
a miracle which could not be counterfeited, and a full 
proof of the divinity of Christ. 

Verse 45. To the other side before unto Bethsaida] 
John says, chap. vi. 17, to Capernaum. It is probable 
our Lord ordered them to steer to one or other of these 
two places, which were about four miles distant, and 
on the same side of the sea of Galilee. 

Verse 47. The ship was in the midst of the sea] 
See all the parts of this wonderful transaction consi- 
dered, on Matt. xiv. 22-33. 

Verse 49. They supposed it had been a spirit] 
That is, by whom the storm had been raised. 
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On eating with ST. MARK. unwashen hands. 


A.M. 4082. the sea, they supposed it had been| they came into the land of Gen- 4,™; 4032. 


A. D. 28, ar4 : 
ee a spirit, and cried out: nesaret, and drew to the shore. ey: 
Sages 9450) (For they all saw him, and] 54 And when they were come = 


were troubled.) And immediately he talked | out of the ship, straightway they knew him, 
with them, and saith unto them, Be of good] 55 And ran through that whole region round 
cheer; it is I: be not afraid. about, and began to carry about in beds those 
51 And he went up unto them into the|that were sick, where they heard he was. 
ship; and the wind ceased: and they were] 56 And whithersoever he entered, into vil- 
sore amazed in themselves beyond measure, | lages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick 
and wondered. in the streets, and besought him that ¥ they 
52 For * they considered not the miracle of | might touch if it were but the border of Ins 
the loaves: for their “ heart was hardened. | garment: and as many as touched * him were 
53 9° And when they had passed ae whole. 


u Chap. ili. 5; xvi. 14. V¥ Matt. xiv. 34, w Matt. ix. 20; chap. v. 27, 28; Acts xix. 12.—* Or, it. 


t Chap. viii. 17, 18. 


Verse 56. Villages! Probably small towns near 
cities. 

Country] Villages at a distance from cities and 
large public towns. See the notes on Matt. xiv. 
34-36. 

Christ went about doing good—he confined his mi- 
nistry and miracles to no place—wherever he went, 
they stoad in need of his help; and whenever they re- 
quired his assistance, they had it granted immediately. 
Our Lord’s conduct, in these respects, is a perfect 
pattern for every preacher of his Gospel. 


Verse 52. Their heart was hardened.) See this 
explained Matt. xiv. 33. 

Verse 53. The land of Gennesaret] This country 
lay on the coast of the sea of Galilee: it is described 
by Josephus as being exceedingly pleasant and fertile. 
It had its name of Gennesaret froma }) gen, a garden, 
and 1D sar, a prince, either beeause the king had a 
garden there, or because of its great fertility, 

Verse 54. They knew him] Enuyvovtec, They re- 
collected him; for he had before preached and wrought 
miracles in different places of the same country. 


CHAPTER VII. 


The Pharisees find fault with the disciples for eating with unwashen hands, 1-5. Christ exposes their hy- 
pocrisy, and shows that they had made the word of God of no effect by their traditions, 6-13. He shows 
what things defile men, 14-16 ; and teaches his disciples wn private, that the sin of the heart alone, leading 
to vicious practices, defiles the man, 17-23. The account of the Syrophenician woman, 24-30. He 
heals a man who was dumb, and had an wunpediment in his speech, 31-37. 


a Mase, HEN *came together unto him|unwashen) hands, they found soe oa 
Oe the Pharisees, and certain of the | fault. An, Olymp. 
Cl4 


scribes, which came from Jerusalem.| (3 For the Pharisees, and all the 
2 And when they saw some of his disciples | Jews, except they wash thet hands ° oft, eat 
eat bread with defiled (that is to say, with | not, holding the tradition of the elders. 


a Matt. xv, 1.——» Or, common. © Or, diligently ; in the | original, with the fist ; Theophylact, up to the elbow. 
NOTES ON CHAP. VII. quotes a tradition from the rabbins, stating that the 


Verse 1. Came from Jerusalem.| Probably for | hands were to be thus washed. This sort of washing 
the express purpose of disputing with Christ, that they | was, and still continues to be, an act of religion in the 
might entangle him in his talk. Malice and envy are | eastern countries. It is particularly commanded in 
never idle—they incessantly hunt the person they in-|the Koran, Surat v. ver. 7, “O believers, when ye 
tend to make their prey. wish to pray, wash your faces, and your hands up to 

Verse 2. They found fault.| This is wanting in| the elbows—and your feet up to the ankles.” Which 
ABEHLV, nineteen others, and several versions : | custom it is likely Mohammed borrowed from the Jews. 
Mill and Bengel approve the omission, and Griesbach | The Jewish doctrine is this: “If a man neglect the 
rejects the word. If the 3d and 4th verses be read in | washing, he shall be eradicated from this world.” But 
a parenthesis, the 2d and 5th verses will appear to be | instead of tvyyy, the fist or hand, the Codex Beze has 
properly connected, without the above clause. rvxryn, frequently: and several of the [tala have words 

Verse 3. Except they wash their hands]  mvyyy, | of the same signification. Bathing is an indispensable 
the hand to the wrist—Unless they wash the hand up | prerequisite to the first meal of the day among the 
to the wrist, eat not. Several translations are given | Hindoos; and washing the hands and the feet is 
of this word ; that above be _ Dr. Lightfoot, who | equally so before the evening meal. Warv’s Customs. 

31 


The word of God made of no 


A.M, 1082, 4 And when they come from the 


Ph aa market, except they wash, they eat 
———— not. And many other things there 
be, which they have received to hele: as the 
washing of cups, and ‘pots, brazen vessels, 
and of ° tables.) 

5 *Then the Pharisees and scribes asked 
him, Why walk not thy disciples according to 
the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with 
unwashen hands? 

6 He answered and said unto them, Well 
hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as 
it is written, § This people honoureth me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. 

7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men. 

8 For, laying aside the commandment of 
God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the wash- 
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effect by their traditions. 
: A. M. 4092. 
ing of pots and cups: and many heat oe 
eilier such like things ye do. An, Olymp 


9 And he said unto them, Full 
well ye reject the commandment of God, that 
ye may keep your own tradition. 

10 For Moses said, ‘ Honour thy father and 
thy mother; and, *Whoso curseth father or 
mother, let him die the death ; 

11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his fa- 
ther or mother, J¢ is 1 Corban, that is to say, 
a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited 
by me; he shall be free. 

12 And ye suffer him no more to do aught 
for his father or his mother ; 

13 Making the word of God of none effect 
through your tradition, which ye have deliver- 
ed: and many such like things do ye. 

14 4 ™And when he had called all the peo 


ple unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto 


4Sextarius is about a pint and a half. eOr, beds. 
F Matt. xv. 2—sIsa. xxix. 13; Matt. xv. 8——Or, frus- 
trate. 


i Exod. xx. 12; Deut. v.16; Matt. xv. 4.— Exod. xxi. 17; 
Lev. xx.9; Prov. xx. 20.—! Matt. xv, 5; xxiii. 18——™ Matt. 
xv. 10. 


Verse 4. And when they come] This clause is 
added by our translators, to fill up the sense; but it 
was probably a part of the original: for eav eAwor is 
the reading of the Codex Beze, Vulgate, Armenian, 
and most of the Jtala. 'The clause in my old MS. Bible 
is read thus: nv thei turninge agein fro chepinge. 
The words seem essentially necessary to a proper 
understanding of the text; and, if not admitted on the 
above authority, they must be supplied in ztalics, as in 
our common translation. 

Except they wash| Or dip; for Barticwvtas may 
mean either: But instead of the word in the text, the 
famous Codex Vaticanus, (B,) eight others, and Luthy- 
mius, have pavtiowrta, sprinkle. However, the Jews 
sometimes washed their hands previously to their eat- 
ing: at other times, they simply dipped or plunged 
them into the water. 

Of cups] Uornpiwv ; any kind of earthen vessels. 

Pots] Of measures—éecor, from the singular fecne, 
a measure for liquids, formed from the Latin sextarius, 
equal to a pint and a half English. See this proved 
by Wetstein on this place, My old MS. renders it 
cructis. 

Of brazen vessels] Xadxcwv. These, if polluted, 
were only to be washed, or passed through the fire ; 
whereas the earthen vessels were to be broken. 

And of tables.| Beds, couches—kat xAvvov. This 
is wanting in BL, two others, and the Coptic. It is 
likely it means no more than the forms, or seats, on 
which they sat to eat. A bed or a couch was defiled, 
if any unclean person sat or leaned on it—-a man with 
an issue—a leper—a woman with child, &c. As the 
word Parricuovc, baptisms, is applied to all these, and 
as it is contended that this word, and the verb whence 
it is derived, signify dipping or immersion alone, its 
use in the above cases refutes that opinion and shows 
that it was used, not only to express dipping or tmmer- 
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sion, but also sprinkling and washing. The cups and 
pots were washed; the beds and forms perhaps sprin~ 
kled ; and the hands dipped up to the wrist. 

Verse 5. Why walk not thy disciples} 
Matt. xv. 2-9. 

Verse 6. Honoureth me] Me tywa—but the Codex 
Beze, and three copies of the Jtala, have pe ayaa, 
loveth me :—the A&thiopic has both readings. 

Verse 8. Washing of pots and cups, &c.] This 
whole clause is wanting in BL, five others, and the 
Coptic: one MS. omits this and the whole of the ninth 
verse. The eighth verse is not found in the parallel 
place of Matt. xv. 

Verse 9. Full well] Kadtoc,—a strong irony.— 
How noble is your conduct! From conscientious at- 
tachment to your own traditions ye have annihilated. 
the commandments of God! 

That ye may keep| But otnonte, that ye may esta- 
blish, is the reading of D, three others, Syriac, all the 
Ttala, with Cyprian, Jerome, and Zeno. Griesbach 
thinks it should be received instead of the other. God’s 
law was nothing to these men, in comparison of their 
own: hear a case in point. ‘ Rabba said, How fool- 
ish are most men! ‘They observe the precepts of the 
Divine law, and neglect the statutes of the rabbins !” 
Maccoth, fol. 22. 

Verse 10. For Moses said, &c.| See all these verses, 
from this to the 23d, explained Matt. xv. 3-20. 

Verse 13. Your tradition] DD, later Syriac in the 
margin, Savon, and all the Itala but one, add ty “wpa, 
by your FOOLISH tradition. €open ycuntan lage, your 
foolish law :—Anglo-Saxon. 

Verse 14. When he had called all the people] But 
instead of xavra, all, radu, again, is the reading of 
BDL, later Syriac in the margin, Coptic, Athwopic, 
Saxon, Vulgate, all the Itala but one. Mill and Giries- 
bach approve of this reading. 
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See on 


¥ 


What defiles a man. 


A.M. 4032. me every one of you, and under- 
An. cone: stand : hy , 

= 15 There is nothing from without 
a man, that entering into him can defile him: 
but the things which come out of him, those 
are they that defile the man. 

16 If any man have ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

17 ° And when he was entered into the house 
from the people, his disciples asked him con- 
cerning the parable. 

18 And he saith unto them, Are ye so with- 
out understanding also? Do ye not perceive, 
that whatsoever thing from without entereth 
into the man, zt cannot defile him ; 

19 Because it entereth not into his heart, 
but into the belly, and goeth out into the 
draught, purging all meats ? 

20 And he said, That which cometh out of 
the man, that defileth the man. 

21 ? For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, 

22 Thefts, 4 covetousness, wickedness, de- 
ceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness : 

23 All these evil things come from within, 
and defile the man. 

24 %* And from thence he arose, and went 
into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and enter- 


n Matt. xi. 15. 
xv. 19. 


© Matt. xv. 15. P Gen. vi. 5; viii. 21; Matt. 
4 Gr. covetousness, wickedness. 


Verse 19. Into the draught] See on Matt. xv. 17. 

Purging all meats ?] For what is separated from 
the different aliments taken into the stomach, and 
thrown out of the body, is the innutritious parts of ail 
the meats that are eaten; and thus they are purged, 
nothing being left behind but what is proper for the 
support of the body. 

Verse 24. Into the borders of Tyre and Sidon] Ox, 
mto the country between Tyre and Sidon. I have 
adopted this translation from Kypxe, who proves that 
this is the meaning of the word peSopia, in the best 
Greek writers. 

Verse 25. A certain woman] See this account of 
the Syrophenician woman explained at large, Matt. 
xv. 21-28. 

Verse 26. The woman was a Greek] Rosenmiiller 
has well observed, that all heathens or idolaters were 
called “EAAqnvec, Greeks, by the Jews; whether they 
were Parthians, Medes, Arabs, Indians, or A®thio- 
pians. Jews and Greeks divided the whole world at 
this period, 

Verse 30. Laid upon the bed.| The demon having 
tormented her, so that her bodily strength was ex- 
hausted, and she was now laid upon the couch to take 
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The Syrophenician woman. 


ed into a house, and would have no eee 
man know it; but he couldnotbe hid. An. Olymp. 

25 For a certain woman, whose : 
young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard 
of him, and came and fell at his feet: 

26 (The woman was a * Greek, a Syropheeni- 
cian by nation ;) and she besought him that he 
would cast forth the devil out of her daughter. 

27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children 
first be filled: for it is not meet to take the 
children’s bread, and to cast 2¢ unto the dogs. 

28 And she answered and said unto him, 
Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat 
of the children’s crumbs. 

29 And he said unto her, For this saying 
go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy 
daughter. 

30 And when she was come to her house, 
she found the devil gone out, and her daughter 
laid upon the bed. 

31 9 tAnd again, departing from the coasts 
of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of 
Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of 
Decapolis. 

32 And “they bring unto him one that was 
deaf, and had an impediment in his speech ; 
and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 

33 And he took him aside from the multi- 
tude, and put his fingers into his ears, and ¥ he 
spit, and touched his tongue : 


r Matt. xv. 21——-s Or, Gentile. 
32; Luke xi. 14. 


t Matt. xv. 29. u Matt. ix. 
¥ Chap. vil. 23; John ix. 6. 


a little rest. The Authiopic has a remarkable reading 
here, which gives a very different, and, [ think, a det- 
ter sense. And she found her daughter cLoTueD, 
SITTING upon the couch, and the demon gone out. 

Verse 32. They bring unto him one that was deaf, 
and had an impediment in his speech| Though from 
the letier of the text, it does not appear that this man 
was absolutely deprived of speech ; for poy:Aadoe lite- 
rally signifies, one that cannot speak plainly—a stam- 
merer; yet it is certain also that the word means a 
dumb person; and it is likely that the person in ques- 
tion was dwmb, because he was deaf; and it is gene- 
rally found that he who is totally deaf is dumb also. 
Almost all the versions understand the word thus: 
and the concluding words seem to confirm this—He 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the pumps, kwdove, 
to speak. 

Verse 33. And he spit, and touched his tongue] 
This place is exceedingly difficult. There is scarcely 
an action of our Lord’s life but one can see an evident 
reason for, except this. Various interpretations are 
given of it—none of them satisfies my mind. The 
Abbé Giradeau spiritualizes it thus :—1. He took him 
aside from the multitude—When Christ saves a sinner, 
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The deaf and dumb 


“ven, bse 34 And * looking up to heaven, 
Aa Ole. * he sighed, and saith unto him, 


Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 

35 Y And straightway his ears were opened, 
and the string of his tongue was loosed, and 
he spake plain. 

36 And *he charged them that they should 


SiC alvin Ale Johtt ais41s. cit de 


x John xi. 33, 38. 


he separates him from all his old evil companions, and 
from the spirit and maxims of an ungodly world. 2. 
He put his fingers in his ears—to show that they 
could be opened only by the finger, i. e. the power, of 
God, and that they should be shut to every word and 
voice, but what came from him. 3. Spitting out he 
touched his tongue—to show that his mental taste and 
relish should be entirely changed: that he should 
detest those things which he before esteemed, and 
esteem those which he before hated. 4. Looking up 
to heaven—to signify that all help comes from God, 
and to teach the new convert to keep continually look- 
ing to and depending upon him. 5. He groaned—to 
show the wretched state of man by sin, and how ten- 
derly concerned God is for his present and eternal wel- 
fare; and to intimate that men should seek the salvation 
of God in the spirit of genuine repentance, with strong 
erying and tears. 6. He said, Be opened—Sin isa 
shutting of the ears against the words of God; and a 
tying of the tongue, to render it incapable of giving 
God due praise. But when the all-powerful grace of 
Christ reaches the heart, the ear is unstopped, and the 
man hears distinctly—the tongue is unloosed, and the 
man speaks correctly. 

After all, it is possible that what is attributed here 
to Christ belongs to the person who was cured. I will 
give my sense of the place in a short paraphrase. 

And Jesus took him aside from the multitude: and 
[the deaf man] put his fingers into his ears, intimating 
thereby to Christ that they were so stopped that he 
could not hear; and having spat out, that there might 
be nothing remaining in his mouth to offend the sight 
when Christ should look at his tongue, he touched his 
tongue, showing to Christ that it was so bound that he 
could not speak: and he looked up to heaven, as if to 
implore assistance from above: and he groaned, being 
distressed because of his present affliction, and thus 
implored relief: for, not being able to speak, he could 
only groan and look up, expressing by these signs, as 
well as he could, his afflicted state, and the desire he 
had to be relieved. Then Jesus, having compassion 
upon him, said, Be opened: and immediately his ears 
were opened, so that he could hear distinctly ; and the 
impediment to his speaking was removed, so that he 
spake properly. The original will admit of this inter- 
pretation; and this, I am inclined to believe, is the 
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demoniac cured 


tell no man: but the more he 4,M. 4032. 
charged them, so much the more a re: Dire. 
great deal they published 2t ; aes 

37 And were beyond measure astonished, 
saying, He hath done all things well: 
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb 
to speak. 


yIsa. xxxv. 5,6; Matt, xi. 5. 


z Chap. v. 43. 


true meaning of this otherwise (to me and many others) 
unaccountable passage. 


Verse 34. Ephphatha| Ethphathach, whoalf 
Syriac. It is likely that it was in this language 
that our Lord spoke to this poor man: and because he 
had pronounced the word Ephphathach with peculiar 
and authoritative emphasis, the evangelist thought 
proper to retain the original word; though the last 
letter in it could not be expressed by any letter in the 
Greek alphabet. 

Verse 35. He spake plain.] Opdwe, distinctly, 
without stammering. One MS. has, And he spoke, 
prasing God. There is no doubt of this: but the 
evangelist, I think, did not write these words. 

Verse 36. Tell no man] See on Matt. viii. 4. This 
miracle is not mentioned by any other of the evange- 
lists. Another proof that Mark did not abridge Mat- 
thew. For a practical review of the different important 
subjects of this chapter, see Matt. xv. &c., and parti- 
cularly the observations at the end. 

Verse 37. He hath done all things well] This has 
been, and ever will be, true of every part of our Lord’s 
conduct. In creation, providence, and redemption, he 
hath done all things well. The wisest philosophers 
are agreed that, considering creation as a whole, it 
would be impossible to improve it. Every thing has 
been made in number, weight, and measure; there 
really is nothing deficient, nothing redundant ; and the 
good of the creature seems evidently more consulted 
than the glory of the Creator. The creature’s good 
is every where apparent; but to find out how the 
Creator is glorified by these works requires the eye of 
the philosopher. And as he has done all things well 
in creation, so has he in providence: here also every 
thing is in number, weight, measure, and tune. As 
creation shows his majesty, so providence shows his 
bounty. He preserves every thing he has made; all 
depend upon him; and by him are all things sup- 
ported. But how glorious does he appear in the work 
of redemption! How magnificent, ample, and adequate 
the provision made for the salvation of a lost world! 
Here, as in providence, is enough for all, a sufficiency 
for each, and an abundance for eternity. He loves 
every man, and kates nothing that he has made ; nor 
can the God of all grace be less beneficent than the 
Creator and Preserver of the universe. 
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Four thousand persons 


ST, MARK. 


are miraculously fed. 


; CHAPTER VIII. 


Four thousand persons fed with seven loaves and a few small fishes, 1-8. , 
Warns his disciples against the corrupt doctrine of the 


ther sign to the impertinent Pharisees, 10-12. 
Pharisees and of Herod, 13-21. 
the public thought of him, 27-30. 


He restores sight to a blind man, 22-26. 
Acknowledges himself to be the Christ, and that he must suffer, 31— 


Christ refuses to give any far- 


Asks his disciples what 


33. And shows that all his genuine disciples must take up their cross, suffer in his cause, and confess 


him before men, 34-38. 


res [N those days *the multitude be- 
ing very great, and having no- 
———_. thing to eat, Jesus called his dis- 
ciples unto him, and saith unto them, 

2 I have compassion on the multitude, be- 
cause they have now been with me three days, 
and have nothing to eat: 

3 And if I send them away fasting to their 
own houses, » they will faint by the way : (for 
divers of them came from far.) 

4 And his disciples answered him, From 
whence can a man satisfy these men with 
bread here in the wilderness ? 

5 °And he asked them, How many loaves 
have ye? And they said, Seven. 

6 And he commanded the people to sit down 
on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, 
and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his 
disciples to set before them; and they did set 
them before the people. 

7 And they had a few small fishes: and ¢ he 
blessed, and commanded to set them also be- 
fore them. 

8 So they did eat, and were filled : and they 
took up of the broken meat that was left seven 
baskets. 

9 And they that had eaten were about four 
thousand : and he sent them away. 

10 4 And °straightway he entered into a 


An. Olymp. 
CCI. 4 


a Matt. xv. 32; chap. vi. 34. bIsa. lx. 3,4; Matt. ix. 36. 
© Matt. xv. 34; see chap. vi. 38. 4 Matt. xiv. 19; chap. vi. 
41.—_¢ Mati. xv. 39.—f Matt. xii. 38; xvi. 1; John vi. 30. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VIII. 

Verse 1. The multitude being very great] Or 
rather, There was again a great multitude. Instead 
of raproddov, very great, I read rakw rodAov, again 
a great, which is the reading of BDGLM, fourteen 
‘others, all the Arabic, Coptic, Authiopic, Armenian, 
Gothic, Vulgate, and Itala, and of many Evange- 
listaria. Griesbach approves of this reading. There 
had been such a multitude gathered together once 
before, who were fed in the same way, See chap. 
vi. 34, &c. 

Verse 2. Having nothing to eat] If they had 
brought any provisions with them, they were now 
entirely expended; and they stood in immediate need 
af a supply. 
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ship with his disciples, and came “," "36 
into the parts of Dalmanutha. ee 


11 f And the Pharisees came forth, 
and began to question with him, seeking of 
him a sign from heaven, tempting him. 

12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and 
saith, Why doth this generation seek after a 
sign? Verily I say unto you, There shall no 
sign be given unto this generation. 

13 And he left them, and entering into the 
ship, again departed to the other side. 

14 9 & Now the disciples had forgotten 1o 
take bread, neither had they in the ship with 
them more than one loaf. 

15 *And he charged them, saying, Take 
heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
and of the leaven of Herod. 

16 And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, It is } because we have no bread. 

17 And when Jesus knew 7t, he saith unto 
them, Why reason ye, because ye have no 
bread? ‘perceive ye not yet, neither under- 
stand? have ye your heart yet hardened ? 

18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having 
ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember, 

19 ! When I brake the five loaves among five 
thousand, how many baskets full of fragments 
took ye up? ‘They say unto him, Twelve. 

20 And ™when the seven among four thou- 


7.—— Chap. vi. 52. 1 Matt. xiv. 20; chap. vi. 43; Luke ix. 
17; John vi. 13——™ Matt. xv. 37; ver. 8. 


Verse 3. For divers of them came from far.| And 
they could not possibly reach their respective homes 
without perishing, unless they got food. 

Verse 4, &c.] See on Matt. xiv. 14, and xv. 35. 

Verse 7. And they had a few small fishes] This is 
not noticed in the parallel place, Matt. xv. 36. 

Verse 10. Dalmanutha.| See the note on Matt. 
xv. 39. 

Verse 12. And he sighed deeply in his spint] Or 
having deeply groaned—so the word avacrevatac pro- 
perly means. He was exceedingly affected at their 
obstinacy and hardness of heart. See Matt. xvi. 1-4. 

Verse 14. Now the disciples had forgotten to take 
bread] See all this, to ver. 21, explained at large on 
Matt. xvi. 4-12. In the above chapter, an ac- 
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A blind man restored. 


A. aM. 4032, 
A. D. 28. 


An, Olymp. ments took ye up? And they said, 
Seven. 

21 And he said unto them, How is it that 
= ye do not understand ? 

22 4 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they 
bring a blind man unto him, and besought him 
to touch him. 

23 And he took the blind man by the hand, 
and led him out of the town; and when ° he 
had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon 
him, he asked him if he saw aught. 

24 And he looked up, and said, I see men 
as trees, walking. 

25 After that he put Ais hands again upon 
his eyes, and made him look up: and he was 
restored, and saw every man clearly. 

26 And he sent him away to his house, say- 


2 Chap. vi. 52; ver. 17. © Chap. vii. 33.——p Matt. viil. 4; 
chap. v. 43. —4 Matt. xvi. 13; Luke ix. 18——' Matt. xiv. 2. 


count is given of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and 
Herodians. 

Verse 22. They bring a blind man unto him] 
Christ went about to do good, and wherever he came 
he found some good to be done ; and so should we, if 
we had a proper measure of the same zeal and love for 
the welfare of the bodies and souls of men. 

Verse 23. And he took the blind man by the hand] 
Giving him a proof of his readiness to help him, and 
thus preparing him for the cure which he was about 
to work. 

Led him out of the town] Thus showing the in- 
habitants that he considered them unworthy of having 
another miracle wrought among them. He had already 
deeply deplored their ingratitude and obstinacy: see 
on Matt. xi. 21. When a people do not make a proper 
improvement of the light and grace which they receive 
from God, their candlestick 1s removed—even the 
nisible Church becomes there extinct; and the candle 
is put out—no more means of spiritual alwmination 
are afforded to the unfaithful inhabitants: Rev. i. 5. 

When he had spit on his eyes| There is a similar 
transaction to this mentioned by John, chap. ix. 6. It 
is likely this was done merely to separate the eyelids ; 
as, in certain cases of blindness, they are found always 
gummed together. It required a miracle to restore 
the sight, and this was done in consequence of Christ 
having laid his hands upon the blind man: it required 
mo miracle to separate the eyelids, and, therefore, 
natural means only were employed—this was done by 
rubbing them with spittle; but whether by Christ, or 
by the blind man, is not absolutely certain. See on 
chap. vii. 33. It has always been evident that false 
miracles have been wrought without reason or neces- 
sity, and without any obvious advantage; and they 
have thereby been detected; on the contrary, true 
miracles have always vindicated themselves by their 
obvious utility and importance; nothing ever being 
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sand, how many baskets full of frag-| ing, Neither go into the town, Pnor 4, 4032. 


Opinions concerning Christ. 


tell 2¢ to any in the town. 

27 9 4And Jesus went out, and 
his disciples, into the towns of Cesarea Phi- 
lippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, 
saying unto them, Whom do men say that 
I am? 

28 And they answered, "John the Baptist : 
but some say Elias; and others, One of the 
prophets. 

29 And he saith unto them, But whom say 
ye that I am? and Peter answereth and saith 
unto him, * Thou art the Christ. 

30 tAnd he charged them that ot should 
tell no man of him. 

31 9 And "he began to teach them that the 
Son of man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, 


ms Bin. 
CCI.4. 


s Matt. xvi. 16; John vi. 69; xi. 27——+t Matt. xvi. 20.—* Matt. 
xvi. 21; xvii. 22; Luke ix. 22. 


effected by them that could be performed by natural 
means. 

Tf he saw aught.| E:, if, is wanting in the Syrzac, 
all the Persic and Arabic, and in the Avihiopic; and 
tt BAeretc, Dost thou see any thing? is the reading ot 
CD, Coptic, Aithiopic, all the Arabic and Persic. 

Verse 24. I see men as trees, walking.| His sight 
was so imperfect that he could not distinguish between 
men and trees, only by the motion of the former. 

Verse 25. And saw every man clearly.| But instead 
of dravrac, all men, several excellent MSS., and the 
principal versions, have dxavra, all things, every ob- 
ject; for the view he had of them before was indistinct 
and confused. Our Lord could have restored this 
man to sight in a moment; but he chose to do it in 
the way mentioned in the text, to show that he is 
sovereign of his own graces; and to point out that, 
however insignificant means may appear in themselves, 
they are divinely efficacious when he chooses to work 
by them; and that, however small the first manifesta- 
tions of mercy may be, they are nevertheless the de- 
ginnings of the fulness of the blessings of the Gospel 
of peace. Reader, art thou in this man’s state? Art 
thou élind 2 Then come to Jesus that he may restore 
thee. Hast thou a measure of light? Then pray that 
he may lay his hands again on thee, that thou mayest 
be enabled to read thy title clear to the heavenly 
inheritance. 

Verse 26. He sent him away to his house] So it 
appears that this person did not belong to Bethsazda, for, 
in going to his house, he was not to enter into the village. 

This miracle is not mentioned by any other of the 
evangelists. It affords another proof that Mark did 
not abridge Matthew’s Gospel. 

Verse 27. And Jesus went out, &c.] See on Matt, 
xvi. 13-20. 

Verse 29. Thou art the Christ.) Three MSS. and 
some versions add, the Son of the living God. 
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A. M.4032. and scribes, and be killed, and after 


An. Olymp. three days rise again. 

ce 32 And he spake that saying 
‘openly. And Peter took him, and began to 
rebuke him. 

33 But when he had turned about and looked 
on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, 
Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but the things 
that be of men. 

34 | And when he had called the people unto 
him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 
v Whosoever will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 


Vv Matt. x. 38; xvi. 24; Luke ix. 23; xiv, 27, John 
xii. 25. 


Verse 32. And he spake that saying] Concerning 
the certainty and necessity of his sufferings—openly : 
with great plainness, Tappyotg, confidence, or emphasis, 
so that the disciples now began fully to understand 
him. This is an additional observation of St. Mark. 
For Peter’s reproof, see on Matt. xvi. 22, &c. 

Verse 34. Whosoever will come after me] It seems 
that Christ formed, on the proselytism of the Jews, the 
principal qualities which he required in the proselytes 
of his covenant. 

The first condition of proselytism among the Jews 
was, that he that came to embrace their religion 
should come voluntarily, and that neither force nor 
influence should be employed in this business. This 
is also the first condition required by Jesus Christ, and 
which he considers as the foundation of all the rest: 
-—If a man be willing to come after me. 

The second condition required in the Jewish prose- 
lyte was, that he should perfectly renounce all his 
prejudices, his errors, his idolatry, and every thing 
that concerned his false religion; and that he should 
entirely separate himself from his most intimate friends 
and acquaintances. It was on this ground that the 
Jews called proselytism a new birth, and proselytes 
new-born, and new men; and our Lord requires men 
to be born again, not only of water, but by the Holy 
Ghost. See John iii. 5. All this our Lord includes 
in this word, Let him renounce himself. 'To this the 
following scriptures refer: Matt. x. 33; John ili. 3 
and 5, 2 Cor. v. 17. 

The third condition on which a person was admitted 
into the Jewish Church as a proselyte was, that he 
should submit to the yoke of the Jewish law, and bear 
patiently the inconveniences and sufferings with which 
a profession of the Mosaic religion might be accom- 
panied. Christ requires the same condition ; but, in- 
stead of the yoke of the law, he brings in his own 
doctrine, which he calls his yoke, Matt. xi. 29: and 
his cross, the taking up of which not only implies a 
bold profession of Christ crucified, but also a cheerful 
submitting to all the sufferings and persecutions to 
which he might be exposed, and even to death itself. 

The fourth condition was, that they should solemnly 
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disciple must deny himself, §-c. 
35 For ¥ whosoever will save his 4,™, 409 
life shall lose it; but whosoever An. Olymp. 
shall lose his life for my sake and : 
the Gospel’s, the same shall save it. 

36 For what shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 

37 Or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul? 

38 * Whosoever therefore ¥ shall be asham- 
ed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of him also shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 
in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels. 


x Matt. x. 33; Luke ix. 26; a 9.—Y See Rom. i. 16; 2 Tim. 
Osh 12, 


engage to continue in the Jewish religion, faithful even 
unto death. This condition Christ also requires; and 
it is comprised in this word, Let him voLLow me. 
See the following verses ; and see, on the subject of 
proselytism, Ruth i. 16, 17. 

Verse 35. For whosoever will save his life] On this 
and the following verses, see Matt. xvi. 24, &c. 

Verse 38. Whosoever—shall be ashamed of me] 
Our Lord hints here at one of the principal reasons of 
the incredulity of the Jews,—they saw nothing in the 
person of Jesus Christ which corresponded to the 
pompous notions which they had formed of the Messiah. 

If Jesus Christ had come into the world as a mighty 
and opulent man, clothed with earthly glories and 
honours, he would have had a multitude of partisans, 
and most of them hypocrites. 

And of my words] ‘This was another subject of 
offence to the Jews: the doctrine of the cross must be 
believed ; a suffering Messiah must be acknowledged ; 
and poverty and affliction must be borne; and death, 
perhaps, suffered in consequence of becoming his dis- 
ciples. 

Of him, and of his words, in this sense, the world 
is, to this day, ashamed. ; 

Of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed] As 
he refused to acknowledge me before men, so will I 
refuse to acknowledge him before God and his angels. 
Terrible consequence of the rejection of Christ! And 
who can help him whom the only Saviour eternally 
disowns? Reader! Lay this subject seriously to heart ; 
and see the notes on Matt. xvi. 24, &c., and at the 
end of that chapter. 


Aut the subjects contained in this chapter are very 
interesting; but particularly: 1. The miraculous feed- 
ing of the multitudes, which is a full, unequivocal 
proof of the supreme Divinity of Jesus Christ: in this 
miracle he truly appears in his creative energy, with 
which he has associated the tenderest benevolence and 
humanity. The subject of such a prince must ever 
be safe; the servant of such a master must ever have 
kind usage; the follower of such a teacher can never 
want nor go astray. 
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. 


The transfiguration 


2. The necessity of keeping the doctrine of the 
Gospel uncorrupt, is strongly inculeated in the caution 
to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees and of Herod : 
the doctrine of the cross must not only be observed 
and held inviolate, but that doctrine must never be 
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mixed with worldly politics. 
nable in the sight of God: it shows that the person 
has either no fixed principle of religion, or that he is 


of our Lord. 


Time-serving is abomi- 


not under the influence of any. 


CHAPTER IX. 


The transfiguration of Christ, and the discourse occasioned by it, 1-13. 
He foretells his death, 30-32. 


his disciples could not, 14-29. 
and Christ corrects them, 33-37. 
low him, 38-40. 
mjuries done to them shald be punished, 41, 42. 


He casts out a dumb spirit which 
The disciples dispute about supremacy, 


Of the person who cast out demons in Christ’s name, but did not fol- 
Every kind office done to the disciples of Christ shall be rewarded by him, and all 
The necessity of mortification and self-denial, 43-48. 


Of the salting of sacrifices, 49; and the necessity of having union among the disciples of Christ, 50. 


ele pit AND he said unto them, * Verily 
ee I say unto you, That there be 

—. some of them that stand here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they have seen 
» the kingdom of God come with power. 

2 9° And after six days Jesus taketh with 
him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth 
them up into a high mountain apart by them- 
selves: and he was transfigured before them. 

3 And his raiment became shining, exceed- 
ing ‘white as snow; soas no fuller on earth 
can white them. 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with 
Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 

5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, 
Master, it is good for us to be here: and let 
us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

6 For he wist not what to say; for they 
were sore afraid. 

7 And there was acloud that overshadowed 
them: and ‘a voice came out of the cloud, say- 


a Matt. xvi. 28; Luke ix. 27. b Matt. xxiv. 30; xxv. 31; 
Luke xxii. 18. ¢ Matt. xvi. 1; Luke ix. 28. 4 Dan. vil. 9; 
Matt. xxvii. 3. e Matt. xvii. 9. 


NOTES ON CHAP. IX. 

Verse 1. There be some] ‘This verse properly 
belongs to the preceding chapter, and to the preceding 
discourse. It is in this connection in Matt. xvi. 27, 
28. See the notes there. 

Verse 2. And after six days Jesus taketh with him 
Peter, &c.] For a full account of the nature and de- 
sign of the transfiguration, see on Matt. xvii. 1, &e. 

A high mountain] Ihave conjectured, Matt. xvii. 1, 
that this was one of the mountains of Galilee: some 
say Hermon, some Tabor; but Dr. Lightfoot thinks a 
mountain near Cesarea Philippi to be more likely. 

Was transfigured] Four good MSS. and Origen 
add here, AND WHILE THEY WERE PRAYING he was 
transfigured; but this appears to be added from 
Luke ix. 29. 

1 


ing, This is my beloved Son: hear 4,M, 4032. 
him. 

8 And suddenly, when they had 
looked round about, they saw no man any 
more, save Jesus only with themselves. 

9 ° And as they came down from the moun- 
tain, he charged them that they should tell no 
man what things they had seen, till the Son 
of man were risen from the dead. 

10 And they kept that saying with them- 
selves, questioning one with another, what 
the rising from the dead should mean. 

11 And they asked him, saying, Why 
say the scribes ‘that Elias must first come ? 

12. And he answered and told them, Elias’ 
verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; 
and & how it is written of the Son of man, 
that he must suffer many things, and * be set 
at nought. 

13 But I say unto you, That + Elias is in 
deed come, and they have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed, as it is written of him. 


An. Olymp. 
CCI. 4. 


f Mal. iv. 5; Matt. xvii. 10 — Psa. xxii. 6; Isa. lili. 2, &e. ; 
Dan. ix. 26.—— Luke xxiii. 11; Phil. ii. 7. i Matt. xi. 14; 
xvi. 12; Luke i. 17. 


Verse 10. And they kept that saying] This verse 
is wanting in two MSS. and one of the Jtala. 

What the rising from the dead should mean.] ‘Orav 
ex vexpov avacn, When he should arise from the dead, 
is the reading of D, six others, Syriac, all the Persic, 
Vulgate, all the Jtala, and Jerome. Griesbach ap- 
proves of it. 

There is nothing that answers to this verse either 
in Matthew or Luke. 

Verse 12. And how it is written] Rather, as also 
it ts written. Instead of ka: Twc, AND HOW it is written, 
T read kafwc, AS ALSO it is written of the Son of man, 
&c. This reading is supported by AKM, seventeen 
others, the later Syriac in the margin, Slavonic and 
Armenian. Some think the propriety of adopting this 
reading is self-evident. 
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Jesus cures a man possessed 


14 9 And when he came to his 
An. Olymp. disciples, he saw a great multitude 
SOLEMN shout them, and the scribes ques- 
tioning with them. 

15 And straightway all the people, when 
they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and 
running to him saluted him. 

16 And he asked the scribes, What question 
ye ! with them? 

17 And ™one of the multitude answered 
and said, Master, I have brought unto thee 
my son, which hath a dumb spirit ; 

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he 
" teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth 
with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake 
to thy disciples that they should cast him out ; 
and they could not. 

19 He answercth him, and saith, O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you? 
how long shall I suffer you ? bring him unto me. 

20 And they brought him unto him: and 
°when he saw him, straightway the spirit 
tare him ; and he fell on the ground and wal- 
lowed, foaming. 

21 And he asked his father, How long is it 


A. M. 4032. 
D. 2 


k Matt. xvii. 14; Luke ix. 37.—! Or, among yourselves? 
m Matt. xvii. 14; Luke ix. 38. 2 Or, dasheth him. 


Verse 15. Were greatly amazed] Probably, because 
he came so unexpectedly ; but the cawse of this 
amazement is not self-evident. 

Verse 17. A dumbd spirit] That is, a demon who 
afflicted those in whom it dwelt with an incapacity of 
speaking. The spirit itself could not be either deaf 
or dumb. These are accidents that belong only to 
organized animate bodies. 

See this case explained, Matt. xvii. 14, &c. 

Verse 18. Pineth away] By these continual tor- 
ments ; so he was not only deaf and dumé, but sorely 
tortured besides. 

Verse 20. When he saw him—the spirit tare him ; 
and he fell on the ground, &c.] When this demon 
saw Jesus, he had great rage, knowing that his time 
was short; and hence the extraordinary convulsions 
mentioned above. , 

Verse 22. If Tuou canst po any thing] I have 
already tried thy disciples, and find they can do nothing 
in this case; but if thow hast any power, in mercy 
use it in our behalf. 

Verse 23. If THou canst BeLirve] This was an 
answer to the inquiry above. J can furnish a suffi- 
ciency of power, if thou canst but bring faith to receive 
it. Why are not our souls completely healed? Why 
is not every demon cast out? Why are not pride, self- 
will, love of the world, lust, anger, peevishness, with 
all the other bad tempers and dispositions which con- 
stitute the mind of Satan, entirely destroyed? Alas! 
it is because we do not believe ; Jesus is able; more, 
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with a deaf and dumb spirit. 


ago since this came unto him thAnds ao 


he said, Of a child. An. Olymp. 

22 And oft-times it hath cast him = 
into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy 
him: but if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 

23 Jesus said unto him, ? If thou canst be- 
lieve, all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth. 

24 And straightway the father of the child 
cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief. 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came 
running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, 
saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, 
I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no 
more into him. 

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, 
and came out of him: and he was as one 
dead: insomuch that many said, He is dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and 
lifted him up; and he arose. 

28 1 And when he was come into the house 
his disciples asked him privately, Why could 
not we cast him out? 


© Chap. i. 26; Luke ix. 42. P Matt. xvii. 20; chap. xi. 23 
Luke xvii. 6; John xi. 40.—4 Matt. xvii. 19. 


Jesus is willing; but we are not willing to give up 
our idols; we give not credence to his word; there- 
fore hath sin a dezng in us, and dominion over us. 

Verse 24. Lord, I believe] The word Lord is 
omitted by ABCDL, both the Syriac, both the Arabic, 
later Persic, Aithiopic, Gothic, and three copies of the 
Itala. Griesbach leaves it out. The omission, I 
think, is proper, because it is evident the man did not 
know our Lord, and therefore could not be expected to 
accost him with a title expressive of that authority 
which he doubted whether he possessed, unless we 
grant that he used the word «vpre after the Roman 
custom, for Sz. 

Help thou mine unbelief.| That is, assist me against 
it. Give me a power to believe. 

Verse 25. I charge thee] Considerable emphasis 
should be laid on the pronoun:—Thou didst resist the 
command of my disciples, now I command thee to 
come out. If this had been only a natural disease, for 
instance the epilepsy, as some have argued, could our 
Lord have addressed zt, with any propriety, as he has 
done here: Thou deaf and dumb spirit, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him? Is the doctrine of 
demoniacal influence false ? If so, Jesus took the most 
direct method to perpetuate the belief of that falsity, 
by accommodating himself so completely to the deceived 
vulgar. But this was impossible ; therefore the doc- 
trine of demoniacal influence is a true doctrine, other- 
wise Christ would never have given it the least coun- 
tenance or support. 

I 


He foretells his sufferings. 
ee 29 And he said unto them, This 


An, a yaes kind can come forth by nothing, but 
——— by prayer and fasting. 

30 “4 And they departed thence, and passed 
through Galilee ; and he would not that any 
man should know zt. 

31 *For he taught his disciples, and said 
unto them, The Son of man is delivered into 
the hands of men, and they shall kill him; 
and after that he is killed, he shall rise the 
third day. 

32 But they understood not that saying, 
and were afraid to ask him. 

33 9 *And he came to Capernaum: and 
being in the house, he asked them, What 
was it that ye disputed among yourselves 
by the way? 

34 But they held their peace: for by the 
way they had disputed among themselves, 
who should be the greatest. 


t Matt. xvil. 22; Luke ix. 44. s Matt. xviii. 1 ; Luke ix. 46; 
xxl. 24. * Matt. xx. 26, 27; chap. x. 43. 4“ Matt. xvill. 2; 


Verse 29. Prayer and fasting.] See on Matt. 
Xvi. 21. 

This demon may be considered as an emblem of 
deeply rooted vices, and inveterate habits, over which 
the conquest is not generally obtained, but through 
extraordinary humiliations. 

This case is related by both Matthew and Luke, but 
it is greatly amplified in Mark’s account, and many 
new circumstances related. Another proof that Mark 
did not abridge Matthew. 

Verse 30. They—ypassed through Galilee] See on 
Matt. xvii. 22-27. 

Verse 32. But they understood not| This whole 
verse is wanting in two MSS., in the first edition of 
Erasmus, and in that of Aldus. Mull approves of the 
omission. It does not appear likely, from Matthew’s 
account, that three of the disciples, Peter, James, and 
John, could be ignorant of the reasons of Christ’s 
death and resurrection, after the transfiguration; on 
the contrary, from the circumstances there related, it 
is very probable that from that time they must have 
had at least a general understanding of this important 
subject; but the other mime might have been ignorant 
of this matter, who were not present at the transfigu- 
ration; probably it is of these that the evangelist 
speaks here. See the observations on the transfigu- 
ration, Matt. xvii. 9, &c., and xvii. 1. 

Verse 33. And being in the house] That is, Peter’s 
house, where he ordinarily lodged. This has been 
often observed before. 

Verse 34. Who should be the greatest.] 
Matt. xvii. 1-5. 

Verse 38. We saw one casting out devils in thy 
name] It can scarcely be supposed that a man. who 
knew nothing of Christ, or who was only a com- 
mon exorcist, could be able to work a miracle in 
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See on 
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Contention about precedence. 


35 And he sat down, and called AM S82: 
the twelve, and saith unto them, An. Olymp. 
‘If any man desire to be first, the 
same. shall be last of all, and servant of all. 

36 And "he took a child, and set him in 
the midst of them: and when he had taken 
him in his arms, he said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such 
children in my name, receiveth me; and 
Y whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not 
me, but him that sent me. 

38 4 ~ And John answered him, saying, 
Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy 
name, and he followeth not us: and we for 
bade him, because he followeth not us. 

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: * for 
there is no man which shall do a miracle in 
my name that can lightly speak evil of me. 

40 For ¥ he that is not against us, is on 
our part. 


chap. x. 16. 
Luke ix. 49. 


Vv Matt. x. 40; Luke ix. 48.——w Num. xi. 28; 
Xx] Cor. xii. 3. ¥ See Matt. xii. 30. 


Christ’s name; we may therefore safely imagine that 
this was either one of John the Baptist’s disciples, 
who, at his master’s command, had believed in Jesus, 
or one of the seventy, whom Christ had sent out, 
Luke x. 1—7, who, after he had fulfilled his commis- 
sion, had retired from accompanying the other disci- 
ples; but as he still held fast his faith in Christ, and 
walked in good conscience, the influence of his Master 
still continued with him, so that he could cast out de- 
mons as well as the other disciples. 

He followeth not us| This first clause is omitted 
by BCL, three others, Syriac, Armenian, Persic, 
Coptic, and one of the Itala. Some of the MSS. and 
versions leave out the first, some the second clause : 
only one of them is necessary. Griesbach leaves out 
the first. 

We forbade him] I do not see that we have any 
right to attribute any other motive to John than that 
which he himself owns—decause he followed not us— 
because he did not attach himself constantly to thee, 
as we do, we thought he could not be in a proper spirit. 

Verse 39. Forbid him not] If you meet him again, 
let him go on quietly in the work in which God owns 
him. If he were not of God, the demons would not 
be subject to him, and his work could not prosper. A. 
spirit of bigotry has little countenance from these pas- 
sages. There are some ,who are so outrageously 
wedded to their own creed, and religious system, that 
they would rather let sinners perish than suffer those 
who differ from them to become the instruments of 
their salvation. Even the good that is done they 
either deny or suspect, because the person does not 
follow them. This also is vanity and an evil disease. 

Verse 40. He that is not against us, is on our part.] 
Or rather, Whosoever is not against you, is for you. 
Instead of quwv, us, I would read duor, you, on the 
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The awful nature of the 


ee «For whosoever shall give 
An Ciymp. te a cup of water to drink in my 

ees name, because ye belong to Christ, 
verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his 
reward. 

42 *And whosoever shall offend one of 
these little ones that believe in me, it is_ bet- 
ter for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

43 » And if thy hand ° offend thee, cut it 
off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into 
hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

44 4 Where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched. 

45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than 


x Matt. x. 42. 2 Matt. xvili. 6; Luke xvii. 1. b Deut. xiii. 
Gse Matt. ve 293" xvinie 8: © Or, cause thee to offend: and so 
verses 45, 47.——4 Isa. Ixvi. 24; Judith xvi. 17. 


authority of ADSHV, upwards of forty others, Syriac, 
Armenian, Persic, Coptic, Aithiopic, Gothic, Slavone, 
Vulgate, Itala, Victor, and Opt. This reading is 
more consistent with the context—He followed not us— 
well, he is not against you; and he whois not against 
you, in such a work, may be fairly presumed to be on 
your side. 

There is a parallel case to this mentioned in Num. 
xi. 26-29, which, for the elucidation of this passage, 
I will transcribe. ‘The Spirit rested upon Eldad and 
Medad, and they prophesied in the camp. And there 
ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp. And Joshua, the 
servant of Moses, said, My lord Moses, forbid them ! 
And Moses said unto him, Enviest rHovu for my sake 2 
Would God, that all the Lord’s people were prophets, 
and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them.” 
The reader will easily observe that Joshua and John 
were of the same bigoted spirit; and that Jesus and 
Moses acted from the spirit of candour and benevo- 
lence. See the notes on Num. xi. 25-29. 

Verse 41. A cup of water to drink| See the notes 
on Matt. x. 42 ; xviii. 6-8. 

Verse 43. The fire that never shall be quenched] 
That is, the inextinguishable Sire. This clause is 
wanting in L, three others the Syriac, and later Persic. 
Some eminent critics suppose it to be a spurious 
reading ; but the authorities which are for it, are by 
no means counterbalanced by those which are against 
it. The same clause in ver. 45, is omitted in BCL, 
seven others, Syriac, later Persic, Coptic, and one 
Ttala. Eternal fire is the expression of Matthew. 

Verse 44. Where their worm dieth not] The bitter 
reflection, “ I might have avoided sin, but I did not ; 
I might have ee saved, but I would not,” must es 
equal to ten thousand tormentors. What intolerable 
anguish must this produce in a damned soul! 

Their worm. It seems every one has his worm, 
his peculiar remorse for the evils he did, and for the 
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punishment of the damned. 


having two feet to be cast into hell, ee 


into the fire that never shall be An. 2. Olymp. 
quenched : ———— 

46 Where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched. 

47 And if thine eye ° offend thee, pluck it 
out: it is better for thee to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched. 

49 For every one shall be salted with fire, 
f and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 

50 &Salt zs good: but if the salt have lost 
his saltness, wherewith will ‘ye season it? 
h Have salt in yourselves, and ‘have peace 
one with another. 

e Or, cause thee to offend—* Ley. i. 13; Ezek. xliii. 24. 


§ Matt. v. 13; Luke xiv. 34.——} Eph. iv. 29; Col. iv. 6. 
iRom. xii. 18; xiv. 19; 2 Cor. xiii. 11; ids. xii. a 


grace he rejected; while the fire, the state of excru- 
ciating torment, is common to all. Reader! may the 
living God save thee from this worm, and from this 
fire! Amen. 

The fire is not quenched] The state of punishment 
is continual; there is no respite, alleviation, nor end ! 

Verse 43-48. Thy hand—foot—eye—cause thee 
to offend] See the notes on Matt. v. 29, 30. 

Verse 49. For every one shall be salted with fire] 
Every one of those who shall live and die in sin: but 
there is great difficulty in this verse. ‘The Codex 
Beze, and some other MSS., have omitted the first 
clause ; and several MSS. keep the first, and omit the 
last clause—and every sacrifice shall be salted with 
salt. There appears to be an allusion to Isa. Ixvi. 24. 
It is generally supposed that our Lord means, that as 
salt preserves the flesh with which it is connected 
from corruption, so this everlasting fire, to mvp To 
aoGecov, this inconsumable fire, will have the property, 
not only of assumilating all things cast into it to its own 
nature, but of making them inconswmable like itself. 

Scaliger supposes, that instead of mac mupt, Taca 
Tupta, every sacrifice (of flour) should be read, “* Every 
sacrifice (of flour) shall be salted, and every burnt- 
offering shall be salted.” This, I fear, is taking the 
text by storm. Some take the whole in a good sense, 
as referring to the influence of the Spirit of God in 
the hearts of believers, which shall answer the same 
end to the soul, in preserving it from the contagion 
that is in the world, as salt did in the sacrifices offered 
to God to preserve them from putrefaction. Old Trapp’s 
note on the place pleases me as much as any I have 
seen :—'The Spirit, as salt, must dry up those bad 
humours in us which breed the never-dying worm ; 
and, as fire, must waste our corruptions, which else 
will carry us on to the unquenchable fire.” Perhaps 
the whole is an allusion to the purification of vessels, 
and especially such metallic vessels as were employed 
in the service of the sanctuary. Probably the following 


Our Lord questionea 


may be considered as a parallel text :—Every thing 
that may abide the fire, ye shall make go through the 
Sire, and it shall be clean; and all that abideth not the 
fire, ye shall make go through the water, Num. xxxi. 
23. Ye, disciples, are the Lord’s sacrifice; ye shall 
go through much ¢ribulation, in order to enter into my 
kingdom: but ye are salted, ye are influenced by the 
Spirit of God, and are immortal till your work is done; 
and should ye be offered wp, martyred, this shall be a 
means of establishing more fully the glad tidings of 
the kingdom: and this Spirit shall preserve all who 
believe on me from the corruption of sin, and from 
eternal perdition. That converts to God are repre- 
sented as his offering, see Isa. Ixvi. 20, the very place 
which our Lord appears to have here in view. 

If this passage be taken according to the common 
meaning, it is awful indeed! Here may be seen the 
greatness, multiplicity, and eternity, of the pains of 
the damned. ‘They suffer without being able to die; 
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concerning divorcs. 


they are burned without being consumed; they are 
sacrificed without being sanctified—are salted with the 
fire of hell, as eternal victims of the Divine Justice. 
We must of necessity be sacrificed to God, after one 
way or other, in eternity ; and we have now the choice 
either of the unquenchable fire of his justice, or of 
the everlasting flame of his love. Quesnel. 

Verse 50. If the salt have lost his saltiness] See 
on Matt. v. 13. 

Have salt in yourselves| See that ye have at all 
times the preserving principle of Divine grace in your 
hearts, and give that proof of it which will satisfy 
your own minds, and convince or silence the world: 
live in brotherly kindness and peace with each other : 
thus shall all men see that you are free from ambition, 
(see ver. 34,) and that you are my disciples indeed. 
That it is possible for the salt to lose its savour, and 
yet retain its appearance in the most perfect manner 
see proved in the note on Matt. v. 13. 


CHAPTER X. 


The Pharisees question our Lord concerning divorce, 1-12. 
The person who inquired how he might inherit eternal life, 17-22. 


to be saved, 23-27. 
foretells his death, 32-34. 


pa i A ND he arose from thence, 
oo and cometh into the coasts of 


Judea by the farther side of Jor- 
dan: and the people resort unto him again ; 
and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 

2 9» And the Pharisees came to him, and 
asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away 
his wife ? tempting him. 

3 And he answered and said unto them, 
What did Moses command you ? 

4 And they said, ° Moses suffered to write 
a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 

5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
For the hardness of your heart he wrote you 
this precept. 


2 Matt. xix. 1; John x. 40; xi. 7—— Matt. xix. 3——¢ Deut. 
xxiv. 1; Matt. v. 31; xix. 7——4 Gen. 1. 27; v. 2. 


NOTES ON CHAP. X. 

Verse 1. He arose] Kakevbev avacac may be trans- 
lated, he departed thence. The verb avicnwe has this 
sense in some of the purest Greek writers. See 
Kypke. Many transactions took place between those 
mentioned in the preceding chapter, and these that 
follow, which are omitted by Matthew and Mark ; but 
they are related both by Luke and John. See Light- 
foot, and Bishop Newcome. 

Verse 2. Is it lawful for a man to put away his 
wife ?] See this question about divorce largely ex- 
plained on Matt. xix. 3-12. 

Vou. I. (re le) 


What they shall receive who have left all for Christ and his Gospel, 28-31. 


Tittle children are brought to him, 13-16: 
How difficult it is for a rich man 
He 


James and John desire places of pre-eminence in Christ’s kingdom, 35-41. 
Christ shows them the necessity of humility, 42-45. 


Blind Bartimeus healed, 46-52. 


eS A. M. 4033. 
6 But from the beginning of the Teak 


creation 4 God made them male and An. Olymp. 
Cer. 
female. peeceeeeses 

7 ® For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and cleave to his wife ; 

8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so 
then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 

9 What therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder. 

10 And in the house his disciples asked 
him again of the same matter. 

11 And he saith unto them, £ Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, and marry another, 
committeth adultery against her. 

12 And if a woman shall put away her hus- 


e Gen. ii. 24; 1 Cor. vi. 16; Eph. v. 31— Matt. v. 32; xix. 9; 
Luke xvi. 18; Rom. vii. 3; 1 Cor. vii. 10, 11. 


Verse 12: And if a woman shall put away her 
husband| From this it appears that in some cases, the 
wife assumed the very same right of divorcing her 
husband that the husband had of divorcing his wife ; 
and yet this is not recorded any where in the Jewish 
laws, as far as I can find, that the women had such a 
right. Indeed, were the law which gives the per- 
mission all on one side, it would be wnyust and oppres- 
sive ; but where it is equally balanced, the right being 
the same on each side, it must serve as a mutual check, 
and prevent those evils it is intended to cure. Among 
the Jews there are several instances of the women 
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Inttle children brought to Christ. 


A.M. 4033. band, and be married to: another, 


An. Olymp. she committeth adultery. 

a 13 9 And they brought young 
children to him, that he should ‘eels them: 
and his disciples rebuked those that brought 
them. 

14 But when Jesus saw zt, he was much 
displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for »of such is the kingdom of 
God. 

15 Verily I say unto you, ? Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, he shall not enter therein. 

16 And he took them up in his arms, 
his hands upon them, and blessed them. 

17 4 * And when he was gone forth into 
the way, there came one running, and kneeled 
to him, and asked him, Good Masten what 
shall I do that I may inherit eternal life ? 

18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest 
thou me good ? there zs none good but one, 
that 1s, Goal 

19 Thou knowest the commandments, ! Do 


put 


& Matt. xix. 13; Luke xviii. 15.—] Cor. xiv. 20; 
ee) i Matt. xviii. 3. 
} Exod. xx.} Rom. xiii. 9. 


1 Pet. 
k Matt. xix. 16; Luke xvii. 18. 


haying taken other men, even during the life of their 
own husbands. Nor do we find any law by which 
they were punished. Divorce never should be per- 
mitted but on this ground—* The parties are miserable 
together, and they are both perfectly willing to be 
separated.” Then, if every thing else be proper, let 
them go different ways, that they may not ruin both 
themselves and their hapless offspring. 

Verse 13. And they brought young children] See 
on Matt. xix. 13-15. 

Verse 16. And he took them up in his arms] One 
of the Itala reads in sinu swo—in his bosom.” 
Jesus Christ /oves little children; and they are objects 
of his most peculiar care. Who can account for their 
continual preservation and support, while exposed to 
so many dangers, but on the ground of a peculiar and 
extraordinary providence ? 

And blessed them.) Then, though little children, 
they were capable of receiving Christ’s blessing. If 
Christ embraced them, why should not his Church 
einbrace them? Why not dedicate them to God by 
baptism 2—whether that be performed by spr mkling, 
washing, or immersion ; for we need not dispute about 
the mode: on this point let every one be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind. TI confess it appears to me 
grossly heathenish and barbarous, to see parents who 
profess to believe in that Christ who loves children, 
snd among them those whose creed does not prevent 
them from using infant baptism, deprivine their chil- 

rey of an ordinance by which no 

22:2 


som 


‘rove that 


ST. MARK. The inquiry of the rich young man 


not commit adultery, Do not kill, 4,™ 4033: 


Do not steal, Do not bear false — Oye: 
witness, Defraud not, Honour thy 
father and mother. 

20 And he answered and said unto him, 
Master, all these have I observed from my 
youth. 

21 Then Jesus, beholding him, loved him, 
and said unto him, One thing thou lackest : 
go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have ™ trea- 
sure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, 
and follow me. 

22 And he was sad at that saymg, and went 
away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

23 4 "And Jesus looked round about, and 
saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

24 And the disciples were astonished at his 
words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith 
unto them, Children, how hard is it for them 
° that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
of God! 

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the 


m Matt. vi. 19, 20; xix. 21; Luke xii. 33; xvi. 9. 0 Matt. 
xix. 23; Luke xviii. 24. © Job xxxi. 24; Psa. lii.7; lxir.10; 
PPime vie 17: 


they cannot be profited, and, through an unaccountable 
bigotry or carelessness, withholding from them the 
privilege of even a nominal dedication to God; and 
yet these very persons are ready enough to fly for a 
minister to baptize their child when they suppose it to 
be at the point of death! It would be no crime to 
pray that such persons should never have the privilege 
of hearing, My father! or, My mother! from the lips 
of their own child. See on Matt. iii. 6, and on Mark 
mvia 16: 

Verse 17. There came one running] See the case 
of this rich young man largely explained on Matt. xix. 
16, &e. 

Verse 21. Then Jesus, beholding him] Looking 
earnestly, euBrewac, or affectionately upon him, loved 
him, beeause of his youth, his earnestness, and hig 
sincerity. 

One thing thou lackest] What was that? A heart 
disengaged from the world, and a complete renuncia- 
tion of it and its concerns, that he might become a 
proper and successful labourer in the Lord’s vineyard. 
See Matt. xix. 21. To say that it was something else 
he lacked, when Christ explains here his own meaning, 
is to be wise above what is written. 

Verse 22. And he was sad at that saying] This 
young man had perhaps been a saint, and an eminent 
aposile, had he been poor! From this, and a multitude 


of othe= cases, we may learn that it is oftentimes a 
misforr 2 to be rich: but who is aware of this ’— 
and v». >elieves it t 


( 217" ) 


Difficulty of a rich man’s salvation. 
A.M. 4033. eye of a needle, than for a rich 


ee Olymp. man to enter into the kingdom 
=. Gig God: 

26 And they were astonished out of mea- 
sure, saying among themselves, Who then 
can be saved 2 

27 And Jesus, looking upon them, saith, 
With men zt is impossible, but not with God : 
for ? with God all things are possible. 

28 “4° Then Peter began to say unto him, 
Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I 
say unto you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
sake, and the Gospel’s ; 

30 * But he shall receive a hundredfold 
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and 
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions ; and in the world to come 
eternal life. 

31 * But many that are first shall be last; 
and the last first. 

32 9 * And they were in the way going up 
to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: 


CHAP: X. 


The request of James and John 


and they were amazed ; and as they pe eed 
followed, they were afraid. “And An. Olymp. 
he took again'the twelve, and be- Sea 
gan to tell them what things should happen 
unto him, 

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem: 
and the Son of man shall be delivered unto 
the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and 
they shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him to the Gentiles: 

34 And they shall mock him, and shall 
scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and — 
shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise 
again. 

35 9°’ And James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we 
would that thou shouldest do for us whatso- 
ever we shall desire. 

36 And he said unto them, What would ye 
that I should do for you? 

37 ‘They said unto ‘him, Grant unto us that 
we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the 
other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know 
not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup 


P Jer. xxxil. 17; Matt. xix. 26; Luke i. 37.—4 Matt. xix.27; Luke 
XV1. 28, «2 Chron. xxv. 9; Luke xviii. 30. Ss Matt. xix. 30; 


Verse 29. And the Gospel’s| Read, for the sake 
of the Gospel. I have with Griesbach adopted évexev, 
for the sake, on the authority of BCEDEGHKMS, V, 
sixty others, and almost all the versions. 

Verse 30. In this tune] Ev tw kaipw tovtw, In this 
very time. Though Jews and Gentiles have conspired 
together to destroy both me and you, my providence 
shall so work that nothing shall be lacking while any 
thing is necessary. 

And fathers. This is added by K, upwards of sixty 
others, Alihiopic, Gothic, Slavonic, Saxon, Armeman, 
Coptic, and in one of my own MSS. of the Vulgate. 

Some have been greatly embarrassed to find out the 
literal truth of these promises ; and, some in flat oppo- 
sition to the text, have said they are all to be under- 
stood spiritualiy. But thus far is plain, that those 
who have left all for the sake of Christ do find, among 
genuine Christians, spiritual relatives, which are as 
dear to them as fathers, mothers, &c. ; yet they have 
the promise of receiving a hundredfold often literally 
fulfilled: for, wherever a Christian travels among 
Christians, the shelter of their houses, and the product 
of their lands, are at his service as far as they are 
requisite. Besides, these words were spoken prima- 
rily to the disciples, and pointed out their stinerant 
manner of life ; and how, travelling about from house 
to house, preaching the Gospel of the grace of God, 
they should, among the followers of Christ, be provided 


glory—three MSS. 


xx. 16; Luke xiii. 30. t Matt. xx. 17; Luke xviii. 31. 
viii. 31; ix. 31; Luke ix. 22; xviii. 31-——¥ Matt. xx. 20. 


“Ch. 


the genuine messengers of God, in the present day, 
have, as noted above, this promise literally fulfilled. 

With persecutions] For while you meet with nothing 
but indness from true Christians, you shall be de- 
spised, and often afflicted, by those who are enemies 
to God and goodness ; but, for your comfort, ye shall 
have in the world to come, atwvt Tw epyouerw, the 
coming world, (that world which is on its way to meet 
you,) eternal life. 

Verse 32. And he took again the twelve] Or thus: 
For having again taken the twelve, &c. I translate 
kat for, which signification it often bears; see Luke 
i. 22; John xii. 35, and elsewhere. This gives the 
reason of the wonder and fear of the disciples, ror he 
began to tell them on the way, what was to befall him. 
This sense of «at, I find, is also noticed by Rosen- 
miller. See on Matt. xx. 17-19. 

Verse 35. And James and John—come unto him| 
The request here mentioned, Matthew says, chap. xx. 
20, was made by Salome their mother ; the two places 
may be easily reconciled thus :—The mother zntroduced 
them, and made the request as if from herself ; Jesus, 
knowing whence it had come, immediately addressed 
himself to James and John, who were standing by ; 
and the mother is no farther concerned in the business. 
See the note on Matt. xx. 20. 

Verse 37. In thy glory.|] In the kingdom of thy 
Which kingdom they expected 


with every thing necessary in all places, as if the | to be established on earth. 


T have often remarked that 
1 


whole were their own, 


Verse 38. And be baptized] Or, be baptized. In- 
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Who is chief among the disciples. 


AM. 433: that I drink of? and be baptized with 


An. Olymp. the baptism that I am baptized with? 
uo 39) And they say unto him, We can. 
And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink 
of the cup that I drink of ; and with the baptism 
that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized : 

40 But to sit on my right hand and on 
my left hand, is not mine to give; but 2 shall 
be given to them for whom it is prepared. 

41 ~ And when the ten heard at, they began 
to be much displeased with James and John. 

~ 42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith 
unto them, * Ye know that they which ¥ are 
accounted to rule over the Gentiles, exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones ex- 
ercise authority upon them. 

43 * But so shall it not be among 
but whosoever will be great among 
shall be your minister : 

44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 
shall be servant of all. 


you: 
you, 


w Matt. xx. 24. x Luke xxii. 25.—¥ Or, think good.——2 Matt. 
xx. 26, 28; chap. ix. 35; Luke ix. 48. 


ST. MARK. 


Blind Bartimeus healed. 


45 For even *the Son of man sare = 
came not to be ministered unto, but An. Oey. 
to minister, and »to give his life aran- 

som for many. 

46 9° And they came to Jericho: and as 
he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a 
great number of people, blind Bartimeus, the 
son of Timeus, sat by the highway side beg- 
ging. 

47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, 
thou son of David, have mercy on me! 

48 And many charged him that he should 
hold his peace: but he cried the more a great 
deal, Thou son of David, have mercy on me! 

49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded 
him to be called. And they call the blind 
man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, 
rise; he calleth thee. 

50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, 
and came to Jesus. 


a John xiii. 14; Phil. ii. 7.—— Matt. xx. 28; 1 Tim. 1.6; Tit. 
i. 14. ¢ Matt. xx. 29; Luke xviii. 35. 


stead -of xa and, 7 or, is the reading of BCDL, five 
others, Coplic, Armenian, later Syriac in the margin, 
Vulgate, all the Itala, and Origen. See the note on 
Matt. xx. 22. 

Verse 40. Is not mine to give] See on Matt. xx. 23. 

Verse 41. When the ten heard it] See Matt. xx. 
24-28. 

Verse 46. Blind Bartimeus] 32 bar in Syriac sig- 
nifies son. It appears that he was thus named be- 
cause Timeus, Talmeus or Taimai, was the name of 
his father, and thus the son would be called Bar-tal- 
meus, or Bartholomew. Some suppose viog Tiazov, 
the son of Timeus, to be an interpolation. Bartimeus 
the son of Timeus, 6 rv¢Aoc, THE blind man. It was 
because he was the most remarkable that this evan- 
gelist mentions him by name, as a person probably 
well known in those parts. 

Verse 50. And he, casting away his garment] He 
cast off his outward covering, a blanket, or loose piece 
of cloth, the usual upper garment of an Asiatic mendi- 
cant, which kept him from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, that he might have nothing to hinder him from 
getting speedily to Christ. If every penitent were as 
ready to throw aside his self-righteousness and sinful 
mncumbrances, as this blind man was to throw aside his 
garment, we should have fewer delays in conversions 
than we now have; and all that have been convinced 
of sin would have been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth. The reader will at least pardon the intro- 
duction of the following anecdote, which may appear to 
some as illustrative of the doctrine grounded on this text. 

A great revival of religion took place in some of the 
American States, about the year 1773, by the instru- 
mentality of some itinerant preachers sent from Eng- 
land. Many, both whites and blacks, were brought to 
an aoquaintance with God who bought them. Two of 
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these, a white man and a negro, meeting together, 
began to speak concerning the goodness ce God to 
their souls, (a custom which has ever been common 
among truly religious people.) Among other things 
they were led to inquire how long each had known the 
salvation of God; and how long it was, after they 
were convinced of their sin and danger, before each 
got a satisfactory evidence of pardoning mercy. The 
white man said, * | was three months in deep distress 
of soul, before God spoke peace to my troubled, guilty 
conscience.” ‘ But it was only a fortnight,” replied 
the negro, “ from the time I first heard of Jesus, and 
felt that I was a sinner, till I received the knowledge 
of salvation by the remission of sins.” ‘ But what 
was the reason,” said the white man, ‘ that you found 
salvation sooner than I did?’ ‘ This is the reason,” 
replied the other; ‘‘ you white men have much cloth- 
ing upon you, and when Christ calls, you cannot run 
to him; but we poor negroes have only this, (pointing 
to the mat or cloth which was tied round his waist,) 
and when we hear the call, we throw it off instanily, 
and run to him.” 

Thus the poor son of Ham illustrated the text with- 
out intending it, as well as any doctor in the universe. 
People who have been educated in the principles of 
the Christian religion imagine themselves on this ac 
count Christians; and, when convinced of sin, they 
find great difficulty to come as mere sinners to God, 
to be saved only through the merits of Christ. Others, 
such as the negro in question, have nothing to plead 
but this, We have never heard of thee, and could not 
believe in thee of whom we had not heard; but this 
excuse will not avail now, as the true light is come— 
therefore they cast off this covering, and come to 
Jesus. See this miraculous cure explained at large 
on Matt. xx. 29-34. 

1 


Christ’s triumphant 


A.M. 4083. 51 And Jesus answered and said 
ae cue unto him, ¢ What wilt thou that I 

— should do unto thee? The blind 
man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive 
my sight. 


4 Matt. xx. 32, 34; Luke vii. 22. 


Verse 51. Lord, that I might, &c.| The Codew 
Beze, and some copies of the Jtala, have, Kupie 
papper, O Lord, my teacher. 

Verse 52. Followed Jesus in the way.] Instead of 
7@ Inoov, Jesus, several eminent critics read avtw, him. 
This is the reading of ABCDL, fourteen others, Cop- 
tic, Athiopic, Armenian, later Syriac in the margin, 
two Persic, Vulgate, all the Itala, and Origen once. 
Jesus is the common reading ; but this sacred name 
having occurred so immediately before, there could be 
no necessity for repeating it here, nor would the repe- 
tition have been elegant. 


CHAP. XI. 


entry into Jerusalem 


52 And Jesus said unto him, Go aa 
thy way; °thy faith hath ‘made An. Olymp. 
thee whole. And immediately he a 
received his sight, and followed Jesus in the 


Way. 


© Matt. ix. 22; chap. v. 34.——f Or, saved thee. 


This very remarkable cure gives us another proof, 
not only of the sovereign power, but of the benevo- 
lence, of Christ: nor do we ever see that sovereign 
power used, but in the way of benevolence. How 
slow is God to punish !—how prone to spare! To 
his infinite benevolence, can it be any gratification to 
destroy any of the children of ment No! We must 
take great heed not to attribute to his sovereignty, 
acts which are inconsistent with his benevolence and 
mercy. J am afraid this is a prevailing error; and 
that it is not confined to any religious party exclu- 
sively. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Christ rides triumphantly unto Jerusalem, 1-11. 
ple, 15-17. 
23. 
authority he did his works, 27, 28. 


A. M. 4033. . : 
1 erent ND * when they came nigh to 
An. Olymp. Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and 


CCIL.1. : 
———— Bethany, at the mount of Olives, 


he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 

2 And saith unto them, Go your way into 
the village over against you: and as soon as 
ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt 
tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and 
bring him. 

3 And if any man say unto you, » Why 
do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need 
of him; and straightway he will send him 
hither. 


The barren fig tree cursed, 12-14. 
The scribes and chief priests are enraged, 18. 
Directions concerning prayer and forgiveness, 24-26. 


He cleanses the tem 
Reflections on the withered fig tree, 19- 
The chief priests, &c., question him by what 


He answers, and confounds them, 29-33. 


4 And ° they went their way, and 4: Mi 4033. 
found the colt tied by the door with- fa Cire: 
out, in a place where two ways a 
met; and they loose him. 

5 And certain of them that stood there said 
unto them, ? What do ye, loosing the colt? 

6 And they said unto them even as Jesus 
had commanded: and they let them go. 

7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and 
cast their garments on him; and he sat upon 
him. 

8 © And many spread their garments in the 
way: and others cut down branches off the 


a Matt. xxi. 1; Luke xix. 29; John xii. 14——— Matt. xxi. 3, 6. 


e Matt. xxi, 8. 


e Luke xix. 32.4 Luke xix, 33, 


NOTES ON CHAP. XI. 

Verse 1. He sendeth—two of his disciples] This 
was done but a few days before the passover. See 
our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem illustrated, on Matt. 
xxi. 1-17. 

Verse 2. Whereon never man sat] No animal was 
allowed to be employed in sacred uses, even among 
the heathen, that had previously been used for any 
domestic or agricultural purpose ; and those which 
had never been yoked were considered as sacred. 
See several proofs of this in the note on Num. xix. 
2, and add this from Ovid :— 


Bos tibi, Phebus ait, solis occurret in arvis, 
Nullum passa jagum curvique immunis aratri. 
Met. lib. ili. v. 10. 
1 


The Delphic oracles this answer give :— 
Behold among the fields a lonely cow, 
Unworn with yokes, unbroken to the plough. 


Verse 3. And straightway he will send him hither] 
From the text, I think it is exceedingly plain, that 
our Lord did not deg, but borrow, the colt; therefore 
the latter clause of this verse should be understood as 
the promise of returning him. Is not the proper 
translation the following? And if any one say to you, 
Why do ye this? Say, the Lord hath need of him, and 
will speedily send him back hither—kat evdewg avrov 
aroceArer Ode. Some eminent critics take the same 
view of the passage. 

Verse 6. And they let them go.] Having a full assur- 
ance that the beast should be safely and speedily restored. 
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Christ rides into Jerusalem. ST. MARK. The fruitless fig tree cursed. 
- A. M, 4033. 
A.M. 4033. trees, and strewed them in the eventide was come, hemwent™out “share 
An. Olymp. way. unto Bethany with the twelve. ae 
shad 9 And they that went before, and| 12 { ' And on the morrow, when 


they that followed, cried, saying, f Hosanna ! 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord : 

10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father 
David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
& Hosanna in the highest! 

11 "And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and 
into the temple: and when he had looked 
round about upon all things, and now the 


f Psa. exvill. 26.——& Psa. exlviil. 1. 


Verse 10. In the name of the Lord] Omitted by 
BCDLU, some others, and several versions. Giries- 
bach leaves it out. 

Hosanna in the highest !| See on Matt. xxi. 9. 

Verse 11. When he had looked round about upon all 
things| He examined every thing—to see if the mat- 
ters pertaining to the Divine worship were properly 
conducted ; to see that nothing was wanting—nothing 
superfluous. 

And now the eventide was come] The time in which 
he usually left Jerusalem, to go to Bethany. 

Verse 13. For the time of figs was not yet.| Rather, 
For it was not the season of gathering figs yet. This 
I am fully persuaded is the true sense of this passage, 
ov yap nv Katpoc ovkwov. For a proof that xaipoc here 
signifies the time of gathering the figs, see the LXX. 
in Psa. i. 3. He bringeth forth his fruit, ev Kxatpo 
avtov, in his season; i. e. in the time in which fruit 
should be ripe, and fit for gathering. See also Mark 
xii. 2:—And at the season, tw kacpw, the time of 
gathering the fruits of the vineyard. Matt. xxi. 34: 
—When the tume of the fruit drew near; 6 katpoc Twv 
kaprov, the time in which the fruits were to be 
gathered, for it was then that the Lord of the vine- 
yard sent his servants to receive the fruits; i. e. so 
much of them as the holder of the vineyard was to 
pay to the owner by way of rent; for in those times 
rent was paid in kind. 

To the above may be added, Job v. 26 :—Thou 
shalt come to thy grave in FULL ace, like as a shock 
of corn cometh in his season, kata kaipov, in the time 
in which it should be reaped. 

When our Lord saw this fig tree by the way-side, 
apparently flourishing, he went to it to gather some 
of the figs: being on the way-side, it was not private, 
but public property; and any traveller had an equal 
right to its fruit. As it was not as yet the dine for 
gathering in the fruits, and yet about the time when 
they were ready to be gathered, our Lord with pro- 
priety expected to find some. But as this happened 
about five days before that passover on which Christ 
suffered, and the passover that year fell on the be- 
ginning of April, it has been asked, “ How could our 
Lord expect to find ripe figs in the end of March 2” 
Answer, Because figs were ripe in Judea as early as 
the passover. Besides, the fig tree puts forth its fruit 
Jirst, and afterwards its leaves. Indeed, this tree, in 
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they were come from Bethany, he was hungry: 

13 * And seeing a fig tree afar off having 
leaves, he came, if haply he might find any 
thing thereon: and when he came to it, he 
found nothing but leaves ; for the time of figs 
was not yet. 

14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, 
No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. 
And his disciples heard 2, 


h Matt. xxi. 12. ——i Matt. xxi. 18.——* Matt. xxi. 19. 


the climate which is proper for it, has fruit on it all 
the year round, as I have often seen. All the diffi- 
culty in the text may be easily removed by con- 
sidering that the climate of Judea is widely different 
from that of Great Britain. The swmmer begins 
there in March, and the harvest at the passover, as 
all travellers into those countries testify ; therefore, as 
our Lord met with this tree five days defore the pass- 
over, it is evident,—Ist. That it was the tune of ripe 
figs: and, 2ndly. That it was not the tune of gather- 
ing them, because this did not begin till the passover, 
and the transaction here mentioned took place five 
days before. 

For farther satisfaction on this point, let us sup- 
pose :—I. That this tree was intended to point out 
the state of the Jewish people. 1. They made a pro- 
fession of the true religion. 2. They considered 
themselves the peculiar people of God, and despised 
and reprobated all others. 3. They were only hypo- 
crites, having nothing of religion but the profession 
—leaves, and no fruit. 

II. That our Lord’s conduct towards this tree is to 
be considered as emblematical of the treatment and 
final perdition which was to come upon this hypocriti- 
cal and ungodly nation. 1. It was a proper time for 
them to have borne fruit: Jesus had been preaching 
the doctrine of repentance and salvation among them 
for more than three years; the choicest influences of 
Heaven had descended upon them; and every thing 
was done in this vineyard that ought to be done, in 
order to make it fruitful. 2. The time was now at 
hand in which God would require fruit, good fruit ; 
and, if it did not produce such, the tree should be 
hewn down by the Roman axe. Therefore, 1. The 
tree is properly the Jewish nation. 2. Christ’s curse 
the sentence of destruction which had now gone out 
against it; and, 3. Its withering away, the final and 
total ruin of the Jewish state by the Romans. His 
cursing the fig tree was not occasioned by any resent- 
ment at being disappointed at not finding fruit on it, 
but to point out unto his disciples the wrath which was 
coming upon a people who had now nearly filled up 
the measure of their iniquity. 

A fruitless soul, that has had much cultivation be- 
stowed on it, may expect to be dealt with as God 
did with this unrighteous nation. See on Matt 
Xx, 19, &c. 

1 


Importance of faith in God. 
ee 18 eine they come to Jerusa- 


An. ee. lem: and Jesus went into the tem- 

ple, and began to cast out them that 
sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew 
the tables of the money-changers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves ; 

16 And would not suffer that any man 
should carry any vessel through the temple. 

17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is it 
not written, ™ My house shall be called ™ of 
all nations, the house of prayer ? but ° ye have 
made it a den of thieves. 

18 And ? the scribes and chief priests heard 
zt, and sought how they might destroy him: 
for they feared him, because ‘4 all the people 
was astonished at his doctrine. 

19 And when even was come, he went out 
of the city. 

20 %* And in the morning, as they passed 
by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. 

21 And Peter calling to remembrance, saith 
unte him, Master, behold, the fig tree which 
thou cursedst is withered away. 

22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, 
* Have faith in God. 

23 For t verily I say unto you, That who- 
soever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 
that those things which he saith shall come to 
pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 

24 Therefore I say unto you, * What 


{ Matt. xxi. 12; Luke xix. 45; John i. 14. m Jsa. lvi. 7. 
= Or, a house of prayer for all nations ?——® Jer. vii. 11. P Matt. 
xxi. 45, 46; Luke xix. 47.——4 Matt. vii. 28; chap. 1. 22; Luke 
iv. 32. © Matt. xxi. 19. — Or, Have the faith of God. 


Verse 15. And they come] Several MSS. and ver- 
sions have wadu, again. ‘This was the next day after 
our Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem ; for on 
the evening of that day he went to Bethany and 
lodged there, ver. 11, and Matt. xxi. 17, and returned 
the next morning to Jerusalem. 

Verse 16. Should carry any vessel] Among the 
Jews the word "5D kel, vessel, had a vast latitude of 
meaning ; it signified arms, Jer. xxi. 4; Ezek. ix. 1; 
clothes, Deut. xxii. 5, and instruments of music, Psa. 
Ixxi. 22. It is likely that the evangelist uses the 
Greek word oxevoc in the same sense, and by it points 
out any of the things which were bought and sold in 
the temple. 

Verse 17. And he taught—them] See on Matt. 
xxi. 12. 

Verse 19. He went out of the city.] To go to 
Bethany 

Verse 22. Have faith in God.] Eyere ticty Beov is a 

1 


CHAP. XI. 


The authority of Christ questioned. 


things soever ye desire, when ye eM Rs 

pray, believe that ye receive them, An. Oiymp, 
CCIl.1 

and ye shall have them. a 

25 And when ye stand praying, ¥ forgive if 
ye have aught against any: that your Father 
also which is in heaven may forgive you your 
trespasses. 

26 But vif ye do not forgive, neither will 
your Father which is in heaven forgive your 
trespasses. 

27 “| And they come again to Jerusalem : 
*and as he was walking in the temple, there 
come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and the elders, 

28 And say unto him, By what authority 
doest thou these things? and who gave thee 
this authority to do these things ? 

29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, 
I will also ask of you one Y question, and 
answer me, and I will tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things. 

30 The baptism of John, was zt from hea- 
ven, or of men? answer me, 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, say- 
ing, If we shall say, From heaven; he will 
say, Why then did ye not believe him? 

32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared 
the people: for 7 all men counted John, that 
he was a prophet indeed. 

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus, 
We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith 
unto them, Neither do I tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things. 


Matt. xvii. 20; xxi. 21; Luke xvii. 6——" Matt. vii.7; Luke 
xi. 9; John xiv. 13; xv. 7; xvi. 24; Jamesi. 5, 6. ¥ Matt. vi. 
14; Col. iy 13; w Matt. xviii. 35. x Matt. xx}, 23; Luke 
xx, de y Or, thing. z Matt. ii. 5; xiv. 5; chap. vi. 20. 


mere Hebraism: have the faith of God, i. e. haye 
strong faith, or the strongest faith, for thus the He- 
brews expressed the superlative degree ; so the moun- 
tains of God mean exceeding great mountains—the 
hail of God, exceeding great hail, &c. 

Verse 25. When ye stand praying] This expres- 
sion may mean no more than, When ye are disposed, 
or have a mind, to pray, i. e. whenever ye perform 
that duty, And it is thus used and explained in the 
Koran, Surat. v. ver. 7. See on Matt. xxi. 20-22. 
But the Pharisees loved to pray standing, that they 
might be seen of men. 

Verse 26. At the end of this verse, the 7th and 8th 
verses of Matt. vii., Ask and ye shall receive, &c., 
are added by M, and sixteen other MSS. 

The 26th verse is wanting in BLS, seven others, 
some editions, the Coptic, one Itala, and Theophylact. 

Verse 27-33. See on Matt. xxi. 23-27. 

Verse 32. They feared the people] Or rather, We 
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Parable of the 


fear, &c. Instead of edoGovvto, they feared; the 
Codex Beze, seven others, later Syriac, Arabic, Cop- 
tic, Althiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, and all the Jtala, 
read @oBovuev, or gdoBovueda. "The common reading 
appears to me quite improper. 

We fear the people. Eav, if, before evtapev, we 
shall say, is omitted by ABCEFGHLS, and more than 
fifty others. Bengel leaves it out of the text, and 
puts a note of interrogation after Ef av@potwr; and 
then the whole passage reads thus: But shall we say, 
Of men? They feared the people, &c. ‘This change 
renders the adoption of doBovuer, we fear, unnecessary. 
Several critics prefer this mode of distinguishing the 
text. However the critics may be puzzled with the 
text, the scribes, chief priests, and elders were worse 
puzzled with our Lord’s question. They must 
convict themselves or tell a most palpable false- 
hood.—They told the iie, and so escaped for the 
present, ; 


1. Envy, malice, and double-dealing have always 
a difficult part to act, and are ultimately confounded 
by their own projects and ruined by their own opera- 
tions. On the other hand, simplicity and sincerity 


ST MARK. 


wicked husbandmen. 


are not obliged to use a mask, but always walk in a 
plain way. 

2. The case of the barren fig-tree which our Lord 
cursed has been pitifully misunderstood and misapplied. 
The whole account of this transaction, as stated above, 
I believe to be correct; it is so much in our Lord’s 
usual manner that the propriety of it will scarcely be 
doubted. He was ever acting the part of the pAzlo- 
sopher, moralist, and divine, as well as that of the 
Saviour of sinners. In his hand, every providential 
occurrence and every object of nature, became 3 
means of instruction: the stones of the desert, the 
lilies of the field, the fowls of heaven, the beasts of 
the forest, fruitful and unfruitful trees, with every 
ordinary occurrence, were so many grand fewts, from 
which he preached the most illuminating and impres- 
sive sermons, for the instruction and salvation of his 
audience. ‘This wisdom and condescension cannot be 
sufficiently admired. But shall the example of the 
fruitless fig tree be lost on us as well as on the 
Jews? God forbid! Let us therefore take heed, lest 
having been so long unfruitful, God should say, Let 
no fruit appear on thee hereafter for ever! and in 
consequence of this, we wither and die away ! 


CHAPTER XII. 


The parable of the vineyard let out to wicked husbandmen, 1-12. 


him about paying tribute to Cesar, 13-17. 


why the Messiah is called David’s son, 35-37. 


He warns ius disciples against the scribes, 38-40. 


The Pharisees and Herodians question 


The Sadducees question him about the resurrection, 18-27. 
A scribe questions him concerning the chief commandment of the law, 28-34. 


Christ asks the scribes 


Of 


the widow that cast two mites into the treasury, 41-44. 


A. M. 4023. 
a oe ND *he began to speak unto 
Zo. Oe, them by parables. A certain 


man planted a vineyard, and set a 
hedge about it, and digged a place for the 
wine-fat, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country. 

2 And at the season, he sent to the husband- 
men a servant, that he might receive from the 
husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. 

3 And they caught hm, and beat him, and 
sent him away empty. 


4 And again he sent unto them 4,M. 4038. 
another servant; and at him they An. Olymp. 
cast stones, and wounded fim in is as 
the head, and sent him away shamefully 
handled. 

5 And again he sent another; and him they 
killed, and many others; beating some, and 
killing some. 

6 Having yet therefore one son, his well- 
beloved, he sent him also last unto them, 


saying, They will reverence my son. 


a Matt. xxi. 33; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XII. 
Verse 1. A certain man planted a vineyard] 

this parable explained, Matt. xxi. 33-41. 
Verse 4. At him they cast stones and wounded him 
m the head) Or rather, as most learned men agree, 
they made short work of it, exepadacwoav. We have 
followed the Vulgate, dlum in capite vulneraverunt, in 
translating the original, wounded him in the head, in 
which signification, I believe, the word is found in no 
Greek writer. Avakedadaiooua signifies to swm up, to 
comprise, and is used in this sense by St. Paul, Rom. 
xii. 9. From the parable we learn that these people 
were determined fo hear no reason, to do no justice, 
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See 


Luke xx. 9. 


and to keep the possession and the produce by violence ; 
therefore they fulfilled their purpose in the fullest and 
speediest inanner, which seems to be what the evan- 
gelist intended to express by the word in question. 
Mr. Wakefield translates, They speedily sent him 
away ; others think the meaning is, They shaved their 
heads and made them look ridiculously ; this is much 
to the same purpose, but I prefer, They made short 
work of it. Dr. Lightfoot, De Dieu, and cthers, agree 
in the sense given above; and this will appear the 
more probable, if the word A@oBoAycavtec, they cast 
stones, be omitted, as it is by BDL, the Coptic, Vul- 
gate, and all the Itala. 
1 


Concerning paying tribute. 


A.M. 4033. 7 But those husbandmen said 


re Bad among themselves, This is the heir ; 
———— come, let us kill, him, and the in- 
heritance shall be ours. 

8 And they took him, and killed Aim, and 
cast hum out of the vineyard. 

9 What shall therefore the lord of the vine- 
yard do? he will come and destroy the hus- 
bandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others. 

10 And have ye not read this scripture : 
> The stone which the builders rejected is be- 
come the head of the corner: 

11 This was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelious in our eyes? 

12 ° And they sought to lay hold on hin, 
but feared the people: for they knew that he 
had spoken the parable against them: and 
they left him, and went their way. 

13 9 ¢ And they send unto him certain of 
the Pharisees and of the Herodians, to catch 
him in his words. 

14 And when they were come, they say 
unto him, Master, we know that thou art 
true, and carest for no man: for thou re- 
gardest not the person of men, but teachest 
the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Cesar, or not? 

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give? 
But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said unto 
them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a ° penny, 
that I may see it. 

16 And they brought 2t. And he saith unto 
them, Whose is this image and superscription ? 
And they said unto him, Cesar’s. 

17 And Jesus answering said unto them, 
Render to Cesar the things that are Czsar’s; 
and to God the things that are God’s. And 
they marvelled at him. 


CHAP. XII. 


On the resurrection. 


18 4 Then come unto him the 
Sadducees, ® which say there is no 
resurrection: and they asked hin, 
saying, 

19 Master, Moses wrote unto Geen Lice 
man’s brother die, and leave his wife behind 
him, and leave no children, that his brother 
should take his wife, and raise up seed unto 
his brother. 

20 Now there were seven brethren: and 
the first took a wife, and dying left no seed. 

21 And the second took her, and died, nei- 
ther left he any seed; and the third likewise, 

22 And the seven had her, and left no seed : 
last of all the woman died also. 

23 In the resurrection therefore, when they 
shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? 
for the seven had her to wife. 

24 And Jesus answering said unto them, 
Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not 
the scriptures, neither the power of God? 

25 For when they shall rise from the dead, 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage ; 
but ‘ are as the angels which are in heaven. 

26 And as touching the dead, that they rise: 
have ye not read in the book of Moses, how 
in the bush God spake unto him, saying, * 1 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob ? 

27 He is not the God of the dead,. but the 
God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err. 

28 § 1 And one of the scribes came, and 
having heard them reasoning together, and per- 
ceiving that he had answered them well, asked 
him, Which is the first commandment of all ? 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of 


A. M. 4033. 


b Psa. exviil. 22. ¢ Matt. xxi. 45, 46; chap. xi. 18; John 
vil. 25, 30, 44. d Matt. xxii. 15; Luke xx. 20. e Valuing 
of our money seven-pence halfpenny, as Matt. xvii. 28. 


all the commandments is, ™ Hear, O Israel ; 
The Lord our God is one Lord: 

f Matt. Xxil. 23 ; Luke xx. 27.—-s Acts Xxiil, 8.— Deut. 
xxv. 5. 1 Matt. 


xxii. 35.——™ Deut. vi. 4; Tikes Kew 


Verse 7. This is the heir] So they appear to have 
acknowledged in their consciences that this was the 
Messiah, the heir of all things. 

The inheritance shall be ours.| By slaying him 
we shall maintain our authority, and keep possession 
of our revenues. 

Verse 9. And will give the vineyard unto others.] 
The vineyard must not perish with the husbandmen ; 
it is still capable of producing much fruit, if it be pro- 
perly cultivated. I will give it into the care of new 
vine-dressers, the evangelists and apostles. —And under 
their ministry, multitudes were brought to God before 
the destruction of Jerusalem. : 

1 


Verse 13. And they send unto him] See this, and 
to ver. 17, largely explained on Matt. xxii. 15-22. 

Verse 15. Shall we give, or shall we not give ?] 
This is wanting in the Codex Beze, and in several 
versions. 

Verse 18. See this question, concerning the resur- 
rection, explained in detail on Matt. xxil. 23-32. 

Verse 23. When they shall rise] This clause is 
wanting in BCDL, four others, Syriac, later Arabic, 
later Persic, Coptic, Saxon, and two of the Ivala. 
Griesbach leaves it doubtful. 

Verse 27. But the God of the living] 9eac, God, is 


| left out by ABCDKL, and in more than forty others, 
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The greatest commandment. 


A.M. 4033. 30 And thou shalt love the Lord 
An. Olymp. thy God with all thy heart, and 

std with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this zs the 
first commandment. 

31 And the second zs like, namely this, 
»Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
There is none other commandment greater 
whan these. 

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, 
Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is 
one God; ° and there is none other but he: 

33 And to love him with all the heart, and 
with all the understanding, and with all the 
soul, and with all the strength, and to love has 
neighbour as himself, ” is more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices. 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered 
discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not 
far from the kingdom of God. 4 And no man 
after that durst ask him any question. 

35 9 * And Jesus answered and said, while 


¥ 
" Lev. xix. 18; Matt. xxii. 39; Rom. xiii. 9; Gal. v.14; James 


ii. 8. © Deut. iv. 39; Isa. xlv. 6, 14; xlvi. 9——P1 Sam. xv. 
22; Hos. vi. 6; Mic. vi. 6, 7, 894 Matt. xxii. 46. t Matt. 
xxu. 41; Luke xx. 41. 


ST. MARK. 


How Christ is David’s sons 


he ene in the temple, How say ee 


the scribes that Christ is the son of An. Ciyme. 
David? Lorie ee ee 

36 For David himself said “by the Holy 
Ghost, t The Lorp said to my Lord, Sit thou 
on my right hand, till I make thine enemies 
thy footstool. 

37 David therefore himself calleth him 
Lord; and whence is he then his son? And 
the common people heard him gladly. 

38 9 And “he said unto them in his doc- 
trine, ¥ Beware of the scribes, which love to 
go in long clothing, and ~ love salutations in 
the market-places, . 

39 And the chief seats in the synagogues, 
and the uppermost rooms at feasts : 

40 * Which devour widows’ houses, and 
for a pretence make long prayers: these 
shall receive greater damnation 

41 4 ¥ And Jesus sat over against the treasury, 
and beheld how the people cast * money ? into the 
treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 


52 Sam. xxiii. 2. t Psa. ex. 1. u Chap. iv. 2. Vv Matt. 
xxili. 1, &c.; Luke xx. 46. w Luke xi. 43. x Matt. xxiii. 
14, y Luke xxi. 1. z A piece of bass money ; see Matt. x 
9. a2 Kings xil. 9. 


Syriac, one Arabic, one Persic, Coptic, Armeman, 


Gothic, Saxon, Vulgate, Itala, and Origen. Gries- 
bach has omitted it. 
Verse 30. Thou shalt love the Lord] On the na- 


ture and properties of the love of God and man, and 
the way in which this commandment is fulfilled, see 
the notes on Matt. xxi. 37, &c. 

Verse 32. And the scribe said| The answer of the 
scribe, contained in verses 32, 33, 34, is not found 
either in Matthew or Luke. This is another proof 
against Mark’s supposed abridgment. 

Verse 34. Thou art not far from the kingdom of 
God.| This scribe appears to have been a prudent, 
sensible, and pious man; almost a Christian—so near 
the kingdom of God that he might have easily stepped 
in. It is very probable that he did at last believe in 
and confess Jesus. 

Verse 35. How say the scribes] 
41, &. 

Verse 37. The common people heard him gladly.] 
And were doubtless many of them brought to believe 
and receive the truth. By the comparatively poor the 
Gospel is still best received. 

Verse 38. Beware of the scribes] See on Matt. 
Xxiil. 1, &e. 

Verse 41. Cast money into the treasury] It is 
worthy of observation, that the money put into the 
treasury, even by the rich, is termed by the evangelist 
yarnov, brass money, probably that species of small 
brass coin which was called 70ND prutah among the 
Jews, two of which make a farthing, and twenty-four 
an Italian assarius, which assarius is the twenty-fourth 
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See Matt. xxii. 


part of a silver penny. We call this, mite, from the 
French, miete, which signifies a crumb, or very small 
morsel. The prutah was the smallest coin in use 
among the Jews: and there is a canon among the 
rabbins that no person shall put less than two prutahs 
into the treasury. This poor widow would not give 
less, and her poverty prevented her from giving more 
And whereas it is said that many rich persons cast in 
MUCH, ToAAa, (many,) this may only refer to the num- 
ber of the prutahs which they threw in, and not to the 
value. What opinion should we form of a rich man, 
who, in a collection for a public charity, only threw 
in a handful of halfpence 2 See Luke xxi. 1, and see 
the note on Matt. v. 26. The whole of this account 
is lacking in Matthew. Another proof that Mark did 
not abridge him. 

Let us examine this subject a little more closely: 
Jesus prefers the widow’s two mites to all the offer- 
ings made by the rich. 

In the preceding account, ver. 41, it is said, Jesus 
beheld how the people cast money into the treasury. 
To make this relation the more profitable, let us con- 
sider Christ the observer and judge of human actions. 

1. Christ observes all men and all things: all our 
actions are before his eyes; what we do in public and 
what we do in private are equally known unto him, 

2. He observes the state and situation we are in: 
his eye was upon the abundance of the rich who had 
given much; and he was well acquainted with the 
poverty and desolate state of the widow who had given 
her all, though that was but little in itself. What an 
awful thought for the rich! “ God sees every penny I 

1 


The destruction of 


Ae eeet 42 And there came a certain 


Ano Cmp? poms widow, and she threw in two 
—— ?mites, which make a farthing. 

43 And he called unto him his disciples, 

and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, 

That ° this poor widow hath cast more in, 


eS 


>It is the seventh part of one piece of that brass money. 


possess, and constantly observes how I lay it out.” 
What a comfortable thought for the poor and desolate ! 
The eye of the most merciful and bountiful Jesus 
continually beholds my poverty and distress, and will 
eause them to work for my good. 

3. Christ sees all the motives which lead men to 
perform their respective actions; and the different 
motives which lead them to perform the same action : 
he knows whether they act through vanity, self-love, 
interest, ambition, hypocrisy, or whether through love, 
charity, zeal for his glory, and a hearty desire to 
please him. 

4. He observes the circumstances which accompany 
our actions ; whether we act with care or negligence, 
with a ready mind or with reluctance. 

5. He observes the judgment which we form of that 
which we do in his name; whether we esteem our- 
selves more on account of what we have done, speak 
of it to others, dwell on our labours, sufferings, ex- 
penses, success, &c., or whether we humble ourselves 
because we have done so little good, and even that 
little in so imperfect a way. 

II. See the judgment Christ forms of our actions. 

1. He appears surprised that sv much piety should 
be found with so much poverty, in this poor widow. 

2. He shows that works of charity, &c., should be 
estimated, not by their appearance, but by the spirit 
which produces them. 

3. He shows by this that all men are properly in a 
state of equality ; for though there is and ought to be 
a difference in outward things, yet God looks upon the 
heart, and the poorest person has it in his power to 


CHAP. XIII. 


the temp.e foretold. 


into A. M. 4033. 
than all they which have cast into 4,M. 40%: 


the treasury : An. Olymp. 
44 For all they did cast in of ————_ 
their abundance; but she of her want 


did cast in all that she had, 4 even all her 
living. 


©2 Cor, viii. 12.—4 Deut. xxiv. 6; 1 John iii. 17. 


make his mite as acceptable to the Lord, by simplicity 
of itention, and purity of affection, as the millions 
given by the affluent. It is just in God to rate the 
value of an action by the spwit in which it is done. 

4. He shows that then should judge impartially in 
cases of this kind, and not permit themselves to be 
carried away to decide for a person by the largeness 
of the gift on the one hand, or against him by the small- 
ness of the bounty on the other. Of the poor widow 
it is sald, She has cast in more than all the rich. Be- 
cause: 1. She gave more; she gave her all, and they 
gave only a part. 2. She did this in a better spirit, 
having a simple desire to please God. Never did any 
king come near the liberality of this widow ; she gave 
all that shé had, éAov rov Buov atryc, her whole life, 
i. e. all that she had to provide for one day’s sustenance, 
and could haye no more till by her labour she had 
acquired it. What trust must there be in the Divine 
Providence to perform such an act as this! 

Two important lessons may be learned from her con- 
duct. 1. A lesson of humiliation to the rich, who, by 
reason of covetousness on the one hand, and luxury 
on the other, give but little to Gop and the poor. A 
lesson of reproof to the poor, who, through distrust of 
God’s providence, give nothing at all. Our posses- 
sions can only be sanctified by giving a portion to God. 
There will be infallibly a blessing in the remainder, 
when a part has been given to God and the poor. If 
the rich and the poor reflect seriously on this, the one 
will learn pity, the other liberality, and both be blessed 
in their deed. He must be a poor man indeed who 
cannot find one poorer than himself. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple, 1, 2. 


Mis disciples inquire when this shall be, and what pre 


vious sign there shall be of this calamity, 3, 4; which questions he answers very solemnly and minutely, 
5-27 ; illustrates the whole by a parable, 28, 29; asserts the absolute certainty of the events, 30, 31; 
shows that the precise time cannot be known by man, 32 ; and inculcates the necessity of watchfulness and 


prayer, 33-37. 


A Be ND *as he went out of the 
An, Olymp temple, one of his cia 

CII. 1 : 
saith unto him, Master, see 


manner of stones and what buildings are here ! 


a Matt. xxiv. 1; Luke xxi. 5. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIII. 
Verse 1. See what manner of stones] Josephus 
says, Ant. b. xv. chap. xi. “That these stones were 
white and strong, Firty feet long, Twenty-Four broad, 


ari : A. M. 4033. 
2 And Jesus answering said unto 4," “5° 


him, Seest thou these great buildings? An, Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 

> there shall not be left one stone 

upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 


b Luke xix. 44, 


and sixrreNn in thickness.” If this account can be 

relied on, well might the disciples be struck with won- 

der at such a superb edifice, and formed by such im- 

mense stones! The principal contents of this chapter 
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Signs preceding the 


ees 4033. 3 Gf And as he sat upon the 


An, Olyinp. mount of Olives over against the 

ee temple, Peter, and James, and John, 
and Andrew asked him privately, 

4 © Tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what shall be the sign when all these 
things shall be fulfilled ? 

5 And Jesus answering them began to say, 
4'Take heed lest any man deceive you: 

6 For many shall come in my name, say- 
ing, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

7 And when ye shall hear of wars and ru- 
mours of wars, be ye not troubled: for such 
things must needs be; but the end shall not 
be yet. 

8 For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be 
earthquakes in divers places, and there shall 
be famines and troubles: ® these are the be- 
ginnings of ‘ sorrows. 

9 But ¢ take heed to yourselves: for they 
shall deliver you up to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall 
be brought before rulers and kings for my 
sake, for a testimony against them. 

10 And } the Gospel must first be published 
among all nations. 

11 + But when they shall lead you, and de- 
liver you up, take no thought beforehand what 
ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate : 
but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that 
speak, * but the Holy Ghost. 


¢ Matt. xxiv. 3; Luke xxi. 7——4 Jer. xxix. 8; Eph. v. 6; 
2 Thess. ii. 3. e Matt. xxiv. 8. The word in the original 
importeth the pains of a woman in travail. & Matt. x. 17; 18; 
xxiv. 9; Rev. ii, 10. h Matt. xxiv. 14, i Matt. x. 19; Luke 
xi. 11; xxi. 14.— Acts ii. 4; iv. 8, 31— Mic. vii. 6; Matt. 


ST. MARK. 


destruction of the temple. 


12 Now !the brother shall betray 4,™, 4038. 
the brother to death, and the father An. Gly. 
the son; and children shall rise up 
against shaie parents, and shall cause them to 
be put to death. 

13 ™ And ye shall be hated of all men for 
my name’s sake: but ™he that shall endure 
unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

14 ° But when ye shall see the abomination 
of desolation, ? spoken of by Daniel the pre 
phet, standing where it ought not, (let him 
that readeth understand,) then ¢let them that 
be in Judea flee to the mountains : 

15 And let him that is on the house-top not 
go down into the house, neither enter therezn, 
to take any thing out of his house : 

16 And let him that is in the field not turn 
back again for to take up his garment. 

17 ™But wo to them that are with child, 
and to them that give suck in those days! 

18 And pray ye that your flight be not in 
the winter. 

19 * For in those days shall be affliction, 
such as was not from the beginning of the 
creation which God created unto this time, 
neither shall be. 

20 And except that the Lord had shortened 
those days, no flesh should be saved: but for 
the elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, he 
hath shortened the days. 

21 *And then if any man shall say to you, 
Lo, here zs Christ; or, lo, he is there; be- 
heve him not: 


x. 21; xxiv. 10; Luke xxi. 16. ™ Matt. xxiv. 9; Luke xxi. 17. 


nDan. xii. 12; Matt. <1 22)-oxxiv.433) Reva. 10k © Matt. 
xxiv. 15. P Dan. ix. 27. 4 Luke xxi. 21. + Luke XX. 23 ; 
xxiii. 29.—=s Dan. ix. 26 ; xil. 1; Joel ii. 2; Matt. xxiv. 21. 


t Matt. xxiv. 23; Luke xvii. 23; xxi. 8, 


are largely explained in the notes on Matt. xxiv., and 
to these the reader is requested to refer. 

Verse 6. Saying, Iam] The Christ, is added by 
eight MSS., Coptic, Armenian, Saxon, and four of 
the tala. 

Verse 8. The beginnings] For apyat, many MSS 
and versions have apy, the beginning, singular. 

Verse 9. Councils] vvedpia, Sanhedrins. 
grand Sanhedrin consisted of seventy-two elders ; six 
chosen out of each tribe ; this was the national council 
of state; and the small Sanhedrins, which were com- 
posed of twenty-three counsellors. 

Synagogues] Courts of justice for villages, &c., 
consisting of three magistrates, chosen out of the prin- 
cipal directors of the synagogue in that place. 

Rulers] Or governors. The Roman deputies, such 
as Pontius Pilate, &e, 
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The | in 


Kings| The retrain of Judea and Galilee, who 
bore this name. See chap. vi. 27. 

Verse 10. And the Gospel must first be published 
among all nations.| Many of the Evangelistaria omit 
this verse. Its proper place seems to be after verse 


. | the thirteenth. 


Verse 11. Neither—premeditate] This is want- 
BDL, five others, Coptic, Aithiopic, Vulgate, 
Griesbach leaves it doubtful. On this verse 
see Matt. x. 19. 

Verse 14. Let him that readeth understand] What 
he readeth, is added by D, and three of the Jtala, per- 
haps needlessly. 

Verse 15. House-top] See on Matt. xxiv. 17. 

Verse 20. Had shortened those days] Because of 
his chosen, added by D, Armenian, and five of the 
Itala, See Matt. xxiv. 22. 

1 


The tribulations and 
a Wee 22 For false Christs and false 


es aes prophets shall rise, and shall show 
signs and wonders, to seduce, if it 
were possible, even the elect. 

23 But “take ye heed: behold, I have fore- 
told you all things. 

24 But in those days, after that tribu- 
lation, the sun shall be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light ; 

25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and 
the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 

26 ~ And then shall they see the Son of 
man coming in the clouds with great power 
and glory. 

27 And then shall he send his angels, and 
shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from the uttermost part of earth to the 
uttermost part of heaven. 

28 * Now lear a parable of the fig tree: 
When her branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is near : 

29 So ye in like manner, when ye _ shall 
see these things come to pass, know 


CHAP. XIII. 


distresses of those times. 


that it is nigh, even at the AGM 4083s 
doors. An. Ol. 
CCUbr. 


30 Verily Isay unto you, that this ge- —— 
neration shall not pass, till all these things be done. 

31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but 
yYmy words shall not pass away. 

32 4] But of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

*'T'ake ye heed, watch and pray: for ye 
know not when the time is. 

34 * For the Son of man is as aman taking 
a far journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to watch. 

35 » Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning. 

36 Lest coming suddenly, he find you 
sleeping. 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, 
© Watch. 


u2 Pet. iii. 17.——¥ Dan. vii. 10; Zeph. 1.15; Matt. xxiv. 29, 
&c.; Luke xxi. 25. w Dan. vii. 13, 14; Matt. xvi. 27; xxiv. 
30; chap. xiv. 62; Actsi. 11; 1 Thess. iv. 16; 2 Thess. i. 7, 10; 
Rev. i. 7. 


x Matt. xxiv. 32; Luke xxi. 29, &c.——_ Isa. xl. 8. z Matt. 
xxiv. 42; xxv. 13; Luke xii. 40; xxi.34; Rom. xii. 11; 1 Thess. 
vy. 6——a Matt. xxiv. 45; xxy. 14——> Matt. xxiv. 42, 44 
¢ Matt. xxv. 13; 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 


Verse 30. This generation] ‘H yevea abtn, This 
very race of men. It is certain that this word has 
two meanings in the Scriptures ; that given in the text, 
and that above. Generation signifies a period of a 
certain number of years, sometimes more, sometimes 
less. In Deut. i. 35, and ii. 14, Moses uses the word 
to point out a term of thirty-eight years, which was 
precisely the number in the present case ; for Jerusa- 
lem was destroyed about thirty-eight years after our 
Lord delivered this prediction. But as there are other 
events in this chapter, which certainly look beyond the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and which were to take place 
before the Jews should cease to be a distinct people, 
I should therefore prefer the translation given above. 
See on Matt. xxiv. 34. 

Verse 32. Neither the Son} This. clause is not 
found either in Matthew or Luke; and Ambrose says 
it was wanting in some Greek copies in his time. To 
me it is utterly unaccountable, how Jesus, who knew 
so correctly all the particulars which he here lays 
down, and which were to ajot and tittle verified by 
the event—how he who knew that not one stone should 
be left on another, should be ignorant of the day and 
hour when this should be done, though Daniel, chap. 
ix. 24, &c., could fix the very year, not less than five 
hundred years before it happened: how he in whom 
the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily, and all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, should not know 
this small matter, I cannot comprehend, but on this 
ground, that the Deity which dwelt in the man Christ 
Jesus might, at one time, communicate less .of the 

1 


knowledge of futurity to him than at another. How- 
ever, I strongly suspect that the clause was not origin- 
ally in this Gospel. Its not being found in the parallel 
places in the other evangelists is, in my opinion, a 
strong presumption against it. But Dr. Macknight, 
and others, solve this difficulty in the following man- 
ner. They suppose the verb odev to have the force 
of the Hebrew conjugation Hzphel, in which verbs are 
taken in a causative, declarative, or permissive sense ; 
and that it means here, make known, or promulge, as 
it is to be understood in 1 Cor. ii. 2. This intimates 
that this secret was not to be made known, either by 
men or angels, no, not even by the Son of man him- 
self ; but it should be made known by the Father only, 
in the execution of the purposes of his gustice. J am 
afraid this only cuts the knot, but does not untie it. 
Verse 34. Left his house] Ocxcav, family. Our 
blessed Lord and Master, when he ascended to heaven, 
commanded his servants to be faithful and watchful. 
This fidelity to which he exhorts his servants consists 
in doing every thing well which is to be done, in the 
heart or in the family, according to the full extent of 
the duty. The watchfulness consists in suffering no 
stranger nor enemy to enter in by the senses, which 
are the gates of the soul; in permitting nothing which 
belongs to the Master to go out without his consent ; 
and in carefully observing all commerce and corres- 
pondence which the heart may have abroad in the 


world, to the prejudice of the Master’s service. See 
Quesnel. 
Verse 35. Watch ye therefore] The more the 
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Conspiracy against Christ. 


master is expected, the more diligent ought the ser- 
vants to be in working, watching, and keeping them- 
selves in readiness. Can one who has received the 
sentence of his death, and has no right to live a mo- 
ment, need any admonition to prepare to die? Does 
not a prisoner who expects his deliverance hold him- 
self in continual readiness to leave his dungeon ? 

Verse 36. He find you sleeping.| A porter asleep 
exposes the house to be robbed, and well deserves pun- 
ishment. No wonder that the man is constantly suf- 
fering loss who is frequently off his guard. 

Our Lord shows us in this parable: 1. That him- 
self, ascended to heaven, is the man gone from home. 
2. That believers collectively are his family. 3. That 
his servants are those who are employed in the work 
of faith and labour of love. 4. That the porter repre- 


ST. MARK. 


A woman anoints him. 


sents the ministers of his Gospel, who should conti- 
nually watch for the safety and welfare of the whole 
flock. 5. That every one has his own work—that 
which belongs to himself and to none other, and for 
the accomplishment of which he receives sufficient 
strength from his Lord. 6. That these servants and 
porters shall give an account to their Lord, how they 
have exercised themselves in their respective depart- 
ments. 7. And that as the master of the family will 
certainly come to require this account at a time when 
men are not aware, therefore they should be always 
watchful and faithful. And, 8, That this is a duty in- 
cumbent on every soul of man, What I say unto you 
I say unto aut, Warcu! If, after all these warn- 
ings, the followers of God be found careless, their mi- 
sery and condemnation must be great. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


The Jews conspire against Christ, 1, 2. 
pare the passover, 12-16. 
the garden, 32-36. 


and Peter follows at a distance, 53, 54. 
evidence, 55-65. 


A. M. 4033. 
ees AFTER *two days was the feast 
fa Pee of the passover, and of un- 


leavened bread: and the chief 
priests and the scribes sought how they might 
take him by craft, and put him to death. 
2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest 
there be an uproar of the people. 
3 9 >And being in Bethany, in the house 


He is anointed in the house of Simon the leper, 3-9. 
Iscariot sells him to the chief priests for thirty pieces of money, 10, 11. 
Predicts his approaching death, 17-21. 
Foretells the unfaithfulness of his disciples in general, 27, 28, and Peters denial, 29-31. 
The disciples overcome by sleep, 37—42. 
priests, and betrays him with a kiss; they seize him, 43-49. 
lowing, and about to be apprehended, makes his escape, 51, 52. 
He is examined, insulted, and abused, and condemned on false 
Peter thrice denies him, reflects on his wickedness, and repents of his sin, 66-72. 


Judas 
He orders his disciples to pre- 
Institutes the holy eucharist, 22-26. 
Mis agony in 
Judas comes with a mob from the chief 
The disciples flee, 50. A young man fol- 
Jesus is brought before the chief priests, 


. A. M. 4033. 
of Simon the leper, as he sat at 4,43 


meat, there came a woman having An. Olymp. 
: CCIL.1. 
an alabaster box of oimtment, of ————_— 
¢ spikenard, very precious ; and she brake the 
box, and poured 2¢ on his head. 
4 And there were some that had indignation 
withm themselves, and said, Why was this 


waste of the omtment made ? 


2 Matt. xxvi. 2; Luke xxii.1; John xi. 55; xiii. 1_——» Matt. xxvi. 


6; John xii. 1,3; see Luke vii. 37.—¢ Or, pure nard, or, liquid nard. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIV. 

Verse 1. Unleavened breed| After they began to 
eat unleavened bread: see on Matt. xxvi. 2. 

Verse 3. Alabaster box] Among critics and learn- 
ed men there are various conjectures concerning the 
alabaster mentioned by the evangelists: some think it 
means a glass phial; others, that it signifies a small 
vessel without a handle, from a negative and AaBn, a 
handle ; and others imagine that it merely signifies a 
perfume or essence bottle. ‘There are several species 
of the soft calcareous stone called alabaster, which are 
enumerated and described in different chemical works. 

Spikenard| Or nard. An Indian plant, whose root 
is very small and slender. It puts forth a long and 
small stalk, and has several ears or spikes even with 
the ground, which has given it the name of spikenard: 
the taste is bitter, acrid, and aromatic, and the smell 
agreeable. CatLmer. q 

Very precious| Or rather, unadulterated: this I 
think is the proper meaning of moruxyc. Theophylact 
gives this interpretation of the passage: “ Unadul- 
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| different interpretation. 


terated nard, and prepared with fidelity.” Some think 
that morvxy is a contraction of the Latin spicate, and 
that it signifies the spicated nard, or what we com- 
monly eall the spikenard. But Dr. Lightfoot gives a 
Ilvorixn he supposes to come 
from the Syriac NpndD pistike, which signifies the 
acorn: he would therefore have it to signify an aro- 
matic confection of nard, maste, or myrobalane. See 
his Hebrew and Talmudical Ewercitations ; and see 
Scheuchzer’s Physica Sacra. 

She brake the box| Rather, she broke the seal.— 
This is the best translation I can give of the place ; 
and I give it for these reasons: 1. That it is not likely 
that a box exceedingly precious in itself should be 
broken to get out its contents. 2. That the broken 
pieces would be very inconvenient if not injurious to 
the head of our Lord, and to the hands of the woman. 
3. That it would not be easy effectually to separate 
the oil from the broken pieces. And, 4. That it was 
a custom in the eastern countries to seal the bottles 


| with waa that held the perfumes; so that to come at 


1 


Judas betrays Christ. 


A.M. 4033. 5 For it might have been sold 


ae ae. for more than three hundred ¢ pence, 
— and have been given to the poor. 
And they murmured against her. 

6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why 
trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good 
work on me. 

7 For *ye have the poor with you al- 
ways, and whensoever ye will ye may do 
them good; but me ye have not always. 

8 She hath done what she could: she is 
come aforehand to anoint my body to the 
burying. 

9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this 
Gospel shall be’ preached throughout the 
whole world, this also that she hath done 
shall be spoken of, for a memorial of her. 

10 94 f And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, 
went unto the chief priests, to betray him 
unto them. 

11 And when they heard zt, they were 
glad, and promised to give him money. And 
he sought how he might conveniently betray 
him. 


dSee Matt. xviii. 28. 


€ Deut. xv. 11—f Matt. xxvi. 14; 
Luke xxii. 3, 4. 


their contents no more was necessary than to break 
the seal, which this woman appears to have done ; and 
when the seal was thus broken, she had no more to 
do than to pour out the liquid ointment, which she 
could not have done had she broken the bottle. The 
bottles which contain the pls AGE gul 2 attyr, or at- 
tyr of roses, which come from the east, are sealed in 
this manner. See a number of proofs relative to this 
point in Harmer’s Observations, vol. iv. 469. Pour- 
ing sweet-scented oil on the head is common in Bengal. 
At the close of the festival of the goddess Doorga, the 
Hindoos worship the unmarried daughters of Brah- 
mins: and, among other ceremonies, pour sweet-scent- 
ed oil on their heads. Warv’s Customs. 

Verse 5. It might have been sold| to vpov, This 
ointment, is added by ABCDKL, thirty-five others, 
Aithiopic, Armenian, Gothic, all the Itala except one. 
Griesbach has received it into the text. The sw men- 
tioned here would amount to nearly 10/. sterling. 

Verse 8. To anoint my body to the burying.] Exc 
Tov evtagiacuov, against, or in reference to, its embalm- 
ment, thus pointing out my death and the embalmment 
of my body ; for the bodies of persons of distinction 
were wrapped up in aromatics to preserve them from 


putrefaction. See on Matt. xxvi. 12. 

Verse 9. Fora memorial of her.] See on Matt. 
xxvi. 13. 

Verse 11. They were glad] The joy that arises 


from the opportunity of murdering an innocent person 
must be completely infernal. 


CHAP. XIV. 


His disciples prepare the passover. 


12 7 & And the first day of un- 4, M. 4033. 
leavened bread, when they killed An. Disp 
the passover, his disciples said unto ya 
him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare 
that thou mayest eat the passover ? 

13 And he sendeth forth two of his dis 
ciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into the 
city, and there shall meet you a man _ bearing 
a pitcher of water: follow him. 

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye 
to the good man of the house, The Master 
saith, Where is the guest-chamber, where I 
shall eat the passover with my disciples ? 

15 And he will show you a large upper 
room furnished and prepared: there make 
ready for us. 

16 And his disciples went forth, and came 
into the city, and found as he had said unto 
them: and they made ready the passover. 

7 + And in the evening he cometh with the 
twelve. 

18 And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, 
Verily I say unto you, One of you which 
eateth with me shall betray me. 


& Matt. xxvi. 17; Luke xxii. 7—— Or, sacrificed. i Matt. 


xxvi. 20, &c. 


Verse 13. Bearing a pitcher of water] How correct 
is the foreknowledge of Jesus Christ! Even the mi- 
nutest circumstances are comprehended by it! An 
honest employment, howsoever mean, is worthy the at- 
tention of God; and even a man bearing a pitcher of 
water is marked in all his steps, and is an object of 
the merciful regards of the Most High. This man 
was employed in carrying home the water which was 
to be used for baking the unleavened bread on the 
following day; for on that day it was not lawful to 
carry any: hence they were obliged to fetch it on the 
preceding evening. 

Verse 14. Say ye to the good man of the house} 
eumate TW olKxodecroTy—Say ye to the master of the 
house. The good man and the good woman mean. 
among us, the master and mistress of the house. A 
Hindoo woman never calls her husband by his name ; 
but simply, the man of the house. 

Where is the guest chamber ?| Respectable house- 
holders, says Mr. Ward, have a room which they eall 
the strangers’ room, (wtit’? hu-shala,) which is espe- 
cially set apart for the use of guests. This appears to 
have been the custom in Judea also. 

Verse 15. Furnished] Spread with carpets— 
eoTpwplevov—so this word is often used. See Wake- 
FIELD. But it may also signify the couches on which 
the guests reclined when eating. It does not appear 
that the Jews ate the passover now, as their fathers did 
formerly, standing, with their shoes on, and their 
staves in their hands. 
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ia. 


The eucharist instituted. 


A.M. oe “19 And they began to be sorrow- 
An. Olymp. ful, and to say unto him, one by 

s one, Js it 1? and another said, 
ise ls 

20 And he answered and said unto them, 
Tt is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me 
in the dish. 

21 * The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is 
written of him: but wo to that man by whom 
the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for 
that man if he had never been born. 

22 9 1 And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, 
and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, 
and said, Take, eat: this is my body. 

23 And he took the cup, and when he had 
given thanks, he gave zt to them; and they 
all drank of it. 

24 And he said unto them, This is my blood 
of the new testament, which is shed for many. 

25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no 
more of the fruit of the vine, until that day 
that I drink it new in the kingdom of God. 

26 § ™And when they had sung a "hymn, 
they went out into the mount of Olives. 

27 ° And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall 
be offended because of me this night: for it 
is written, ? I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered. 


ST. MARK. 


Christ’s agony in the garden. 


28 But “after that I am risen, I arctan 
will go before you mto Galilee. a eee 

agit But “Peter ssaid’ unite him 
Although all shall be offended, yet will 
not I. 

30 And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say 
unto thee, That this day, even in this night, 
before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny 
me thrice. 

31 But he spake the more vehemently, If I 
should die with thee, I will not deny thee in 
any wise. Likewise also said they all. 

32 9 * And they came to a place which was 
named Gethsemane: and he saith to his dis- 
ciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 

33 And he taketh with him Peter, and 
James, and John, and began to be sore amaz- 
ed, and to be very heavy ; 

34 And saith unto them, t My soul is ex 
ceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, 
and watch. 

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on 
the ground, and prayed that, if it were pos 
sible, the hour might pass from him. 

36 And he said, * Abba, Father, ¥ all things 
are possible unto thee; take away this cup 
from me: * nevertheless, not what I will, but 
what thou wilt. 


K Matt. xxvi. 24; Luke xxi. 22. 1 Matt. xxvi. 26; Luke 
xxm, 19% Cor sa, 123; m Matt. xxvi. 30. 1 Or, psalm. 
° Matt. xxvi. 31.——P Zech. xii. 7. q Chap. xvi. 7. 


° Matt. xxvi. 33, 34; Luke xxii. 33, 34; John xiii. 37, 38. 
8 Matt. xxvi. 36; Luke xxii. 39; John xviii. 1. t John xii. 27. 
«Rom. vill. 15; Gal. iv. 6. V Heb. v.7. w John v. 30; vi. 38. 


Verse 19. And another said, Is 7¢ [2] This clause 
is wanting in BCLP, seventeen others, Syriac, Persic, 
Arabic, Coptic, Aithiopic, Vulgate, and four of the 
Itala. Griesbach leaves it doubtful: others leave it out. 

Verse 20. That dippeth with me in the dish.) In 
the east, persons never eat together from one dish, 
except when a strong attachment subsists between éwo 
or more persons of the same caste ; in such a case one 
invites another to come and sit by him and eat from 
the same dish. This custom seems to have existed 
among the Jews; and the sacred historian mentions 
this notice of our Lord’s, It is one of the twelve, that 
dippeth with me in the dish, to mark more strongly 
the perfidy of the character of Judas. 

Verse 21. Goeth] That is, to die. 
XXvi. 24. 

Verse 22. Eat] This is omitted by many MSS. 
and versions, but I think without reason. It is found 
in the parallel places, Matt. xxvi. 26; 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
See the subject of the Lord’s Supper largely explained 
on Matt. xxvi. 26, &c. 

Verse 30. That ruou] Xv is added by ABEGHK 
LMS—V, eighty-eight others, Syriac, Arabic, Persic, 
Coptic, Mihiopic, Armeman, Slavonic, Vulgate, Saxon, 
Theophylact, and Huthymus. It adds much to the 
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See on Matt. 


energy of the passage, every word of which is deeply 
emphatical. Verily, I say unto thee, that THOU, THIS 
DAY, i THIS VERY NIGHT, before the cock shall crow 
TWICE, THOU wilt deny MR. 

Verse 36. Abba, Father] This Syriac word, which 
intimates filial affection and respect, and parental ten- 
derness, seems to have been used by our blessed Lord, 
merely considered as man, to show his complete 
submission to his Father’s will, and the tender affec- 
tion which he was conscious his Father had for him, 


>} Abba, Syriac, is here joined to 6 watnp, Greek, 


both signifying father; so St. Paul, Rom. viii. 15; 
Gal. iv. 6. The reason is, that from the time in 
which the Jews became conversant with the Greek 
language, by means of the Septuagint version and 
their commerce with the Roman and Greek provinces, 
they often intermingled Greek and Roman words with 
their own language. There is the fullest evidence of 
this fact in the earliest writings of the Jews; and they 
often add a word of the same meaning in Greek to 
their own term; such as 1) ‘1, Mori, cupie, my 
Lord, Lord; \yw von, pui, xvan, shuar, gate, gate: 
and above, NIN, taTnp, father, father: see several 
examples in Schoettgen. 'The words °38 and NON 
1 


Jesus is apprehended and 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 


ae ae them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, 
-——— Simon, sleepest thou? couldest 
not thou watch one hour ? 

38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation. * The spirit truly 7s ready, but 
the flesh is weak. 

39 And again he went away, and prayed, 
and spake the same words. 

40 And when he returned, he found them 
asleep again: for their eyes were heavy: 
neither wist they what to answer him. 

41 And he cometh the third time, and saith 
unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest : 
it is enough, ¥ the hour is come; behold the 
Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners. 

42 *Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betray- 
eth me is at hand. 

43 4 * Andimmediately, while he yet spake, 
cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with 
him a great multitude with swords and staves, 
from the chief priests, and the scribes, and 
the elders. 

44 And he that betrayed him had given 
them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall 
kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead 
him away safely. 

45 And as soon as he was come, he goeth 
straightway to him, and saith, Master, master ; 
and kissed him. 

46 And they laid thei hands on him, and 
took him. 

47 And one of them that stood by drew 
a sword, and smote a servant of the high 
priest, and cut off his ear. 


015 0.0 em. @ 


37 And he cometh, and findeth| 48 And Jesus answered and 4:M. 4033. 


led away to the high priest 


A.D. 29; 


said unto them, Are ye come out, An. Olymp. 
as against a thief, with swords and 
with staves to take me ? 


CCIL. 1. 


49 I was daily with you in the temple 
teaching, and ye took me not: but ° the 
scriptures must be fulfilled. 

50 4 And they all forsook him, and fled 

51 And there followed him a certain young 
man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked 
body ; and the young men laid hold on him: 

52 And he left the linen cloth, and fled from 
them naked. 

53 9 ° And they led Jesus away to the high 
priest: and with him were assembled all the 
chief priests, and the elders, and the scribes. 

54 And Peter followed him afar off, even 
into the palace of the high priest: and he sat 
with the servants, and warmed himselfat the fire. 

55 ‘And the chief priests and all the council 
sought for witness against Jesus, to put him 
to death; and found none. 

56 For many bare false witness against him, 
but their witness agreed not together. 

57 And there arose certain, and bare false 
witness against him, saying, 

58 We heard him say, ¢1 will destroy this 
temple that is made with hands, and within 
three days I will build another made without 
hands. x 

59 But neither so did their witness agree 
together. 

60 » And the high priest stood up in the 
midst, and asked Jesus, saying, Answerest 
thou nothing? what zs 7t which these witness 
against thee ? 


x Rom. vii. 23; Gal. v. 17. y John xii. 1. 2 Matt. xxvi. 
46; John xvii. 1, 2.- a Matt. xxvi. 47; Luke xxii. 47; John 
xviil. 3. b Matt. xxvi. 55; Luke xxii. 52. ¢ Psa, xxii. 6; 


Isa. lil. 7, &&c.; Luke xxii. 37; xxiv. 44. d Psa. Ixxxviii. 8; 
ver. 27.—* Matt. xxvi. 57; Luke xxii. 54; John xviii. 13.—f Matt. 
xxvi. 59. & Chap. xv. 29; John ii. 19. h Matt. xxvi. 62. 


appear to have been differently used among the He- 
brews; the first Addi, was a term of civil respect ; 
the second, Adsa, a term of filial affection. Hence, 
Abba, Abdi, as in the Syriac version in this place, may 
be considered as expressing, My Lord, my Father. 
And in this sense St. Paul is to be understood in the 
places referred to above. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 37. Saith unto Peter] See 
xxvi. 40. 

Verse 51. A certain young man] Probably raised 
from his sleep by the noise which the rabble made 
who came to apprehend Jesus, having wrapped the 
sheet or some of the bed-clothing about him, became 
thereby the more conspicuous: on his appearing, he 
was seized ; but as they had no way of holding him, 
but only by the cloth which was wrapped round him, 

Vou. I. (22h) 


on Matt. 


he disengaged himself from that, and so escaped out 
of their hands. This circumstance is not related by 
any other of the evangelists. 

Verse 52. And he left the linen cloth, and fled from 
them naked.| It has often been intimated, by the inha- 
bitants of India, that a European in strait clothes 
must be in great danger when his clothes take fire. 
From their loose clothing they can suddenly disengage 
themselves. When two Hindoos are engaged in a 
violent quarrel, and one seizes the clothing of the 
other, often the latter will leave his clothes in the 
hands of his opponent, and flee away naked. This 
seems to have been the case with the person men- 
tioned above. See Warp’s Customs. 

Verse 54. Peter followed] On Peter’s denial, see 
Matt. xxvi. 57, &c. 
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The high priest questions Christ. 


eS ed 61 But ihe held his peace, and 
ae, answered nothing. Again the 
| 


high priest asked him, and said 
unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed ? 

62 And Jesus said, I am: ! and ye shall see 
the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the c.ouds of heaven. 

63 Then the high priest rent his clothes, 
and saith, What need we any farther witnesses? 

64 Ye have heard the blasphemy; what 
think ye? And they all condemned him to be 
guilty of death. 

65 And some began to spit on him, and to 
cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say 
unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did 
strike him with the palms of their hands. 

66 9 ™And as Peter was beneath in the 
palace, there cometh one of the maids of the 
high priest : 

‘Tsa. lini. 7. —* Matt. xxvi. 63. Matt. xxiv. 30; xxvi. 64; 


Luke xxii. 69.—™ Matt. xxvi. 58, 69; Luke xxi. 55; John 
xviul. 16. 


At the fire.| Upoc¢ ro due, literally, at the light, i. e. 
a fire that cast considerable light, in consequence of 
which, the maid servant was the better able to distin- 
guish him: see ver. 67. 

Verse 61. Of the Blessed?] Oeov tov evhoynrov, 
Or, of God the blessed one. Oecov is added here by 
AK, ten others, Vulgate, and one of the tala. It 
might be introduced into the text, put in Italics, if the 
authority of the MSS. and. versions be not deemed 
sufficient. It appears necessary for the better under- 
standing of the text. The adjective, however, con- 


ST. MARK. 


e 


Peter denies ham 


67 And when she saw Peter a. ie pe 
warming himself, she looked upon An Olymp. 
him, and said, And thou also wast 
with Jesus of Nazareth. 


» 68 But he denied, saying, I know not, nei- 


ther understand I what thou sayest. And he 
went out into the porch; and the cock crew. 

69 " And a maid saw him again, and began to 
say to them that stood by, This is one of them. 

70 And he denied it again. ° And a little 
after, they that stood by said again to Peter, 
Surely thou art one of them: ? for thou art a 
Galilean, and thy speech agreeth thereto. 

71 But he began to curse and to swear, say 
ing, | know not this man of whom ye speak. 

72 4And the second time the cock crew. 
And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus 
said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. And * when he 
thought thereon, he wept. 

n Matt. xxvi. 73; Luke xxii. 58; John xviii. 25. © Matt. 


xxvi. 73; Luke xxu. 59; John xvii. 26. P Acts 1.7.4 Matt. 
xxvi. 75. t Or, he wept abundantly, or, he began to weep. 


veys a good sense by itself, and is according to a fre- 
quent Hebrew form of speech. 

Verse 72. And when he thought thereon, he wept.| 
Or, he fell a weeping. This Mr. Wakefield thinks 
comes nearest to the original, ex:Barwv exdae. Others 
think it means the wrapping of his head in the skirts 
of his garment, through shame and anguish. Others 
think that evBaAwv rather refers to the violence, or 
hurry, with which he left the place, being impelled 
thereto by the terrors and remorse of his guilty con- 
science. Our own translation is as good as any. 


CHAPTER XV. 


Jesus is brought before Pilate, examined, and accused, but makes no answer, 1-5. 

for the release of Barabbas, and the crucifixion of Christ, 6-14. 
Two theves are crucified with him, 27, 28. 
hanging on the cross, he is mocked and insulted, 29-32. 


mocked, insulted, and nailed to the cross, 15—26. 


33-31% 


The rending of the veil, and the confession of the centurion, 38, 39. 


The multitude clamour 
Pilate consents, and he is led away, 
While 
The miraculous darkness and our Lord’s death, 
Several women attend, 


and behold his death, “40, 41. Joseph of Arimathea begs the body from Pilate, and buries it, 42-46. 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Joses, note the place of his burial, 47. 


gh tes zw * straightway in the morn- 

, the chief priests held a con- 
ed les with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and 
carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate. 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL.1. 


a Psa. 11.2; Matt. xxvii. 1; Luke xxii. 66; xxiii. 1; 


2 


NOTES ON CHAP. XV. 
Verse 1. In the morning] See Matt. xxvii. 1, &¢. 
Verse 8. The multitude crying aloud] AvaBoncac. 
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2 >And Pilate asked him, Art thou A. ene 
the king of the Jews? And he an- An. Olymp. 
swering ei unto him, Thou sayest zt. a 

3 And the chief priests accused him of many 
things: but he answered nothing. 


John xviii. 28; Acts iii. 13; iv. 26——> Matt. xxvii. 11. 


The word itself strongly marks the vociferations, or, 

to come nearer the original word, the bellowing of the 

multitude, It signifies, properly, a loud and long ery, 
CMBR I>) 


a = 


Christ 1s examined by Pilate, 


See 4 ° And Pilate asked him again, | 
An. Olymp. saying, Answerest thou nothing? 


CCIL 1. 


behold how many things they wit- 
ness against thee. 

5 “But Jesus yet answered nothing ; so that 
Pilate marvelled. 

6 WT Now °at that feast he released unto 
them one prisoner, whomsoever they desired. 

7 And there was one named Barabbas, which 
lay bound with them that had made insurrec- 
tion with him, who had committed murder in 
the insurrection. 

8 And the multitude crying aloud, began to 
desire him to do as he had ever done unto them. 

9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will 
ye that I release unto you the King of the 
Jews? 

10 For he knew that the chief priests had 
delivered him for envy. 

11 But ‘ the chief priests moved the people, 
that he should rather release Barabbas unto 
them. 

12 And Pilate answered and said again unto 
them, What will ye then that I shall do unto 
him whom ye call the King of the Jews ? 


¢ Matt. xxvil. 13——4]sa. liii. 7; John xix. 9. e Matt. xxvii. 


15; Luke xxiii. 17; John xviii. 39. 
such as Christ emitted on the cross. See the whole 
history of these proceedings against our Lord treated 
at large, on Matt. xxvul. 

Verse 17. And platted a crown of thorns] In the 
note on Matt. xxvil. 29, I have ventured to express a 
doubt whether our Lord was crowned with thorns, in 
our sense of the word; this crown being designed as 
an instrument of torture. J am still of the same 
opinion, having considered the subject more closely 
since writing that note. As there I have referred to 
Bishop Pearce, a man whose merit as a commentator 
is far beyond my praise, and who, it is to be regretted, 
did not complete his work on the New Testament, I 
think it right to insert the whole of his note here. 

“The word axavOov may as well be the plural geni- 
tive case of the word axavéoc as of axavéy: if of the 
latter, it is rightly translated, of thorns ; but the for- 
mer would signify what we call dear’s-foot, and the 
French, branche ursine. This is not of the thorny 
kind of plants, but is soft and smooth. Virgil calls it 
mollis acanthus, Wel. iii. 45, Geor. iv. 137. So does 
Pliny, sec. Epist. ver. 6. And Pliny the elder, in his 
Nat. Hist. xxii. 22, p. 277, edit. Hard., says that it 
is Jevis, smooth ; and that it is one of those plants that 
are cultivated in gardens. I have somewhere read, 
but cannot at present recollect where, that this soft 
and smooth herb was very common in and about Jeru- 
salem. I find nothing in the New Testament said con- 
cerning this crown, which Pilate’s soldiers put on the 
head of Jesus, to incline one to think that it was of 

1 


CHAP. XV. 


who delivers him to be crucified. 

iB And they cried out again, A,M. 4033. 
Crucify him. An. Olymp. 
14 Then Pilate said unto them, Nae 

Why, what evil hath he done? And they 

cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify 


him. 

15 & And so Pilate, willing to content the 
people, released Barabbas unto them, and de- 
livered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to 
be crucified. 

16 4] ® And the soldiers led him away unto 
the hall, called Pretorium; and they call to- 
gether the whole band. 

17 And they clothed him with purple, and 
platted a crown of thorns, and put it about 
his head, 

18 And began to salute him, Hail, King of 
the Jews ! 

19 And they smote him on the head with a 
reed, ‘and did spit upon him, and bowing their 
knees worshipped him. 

20 And when they had mocked him, they 
took off the purple from him, and put his own 
clothes on him, and led him out to crucify 
him. 


f Matt. xxvii. 20; Acts ili. 14—s Matt. xxv. 26; John xix. 
iG: h Matt. xxvil. 27. 


thorns, and intended, as is usually supposed, to put him 
to pain. The reed put into his hand, and the scarlet 
robe on his back, were only meant as marks of mockery 
and contempt. One may also reasonably judge, by 
the soldiers being said to plat this crown, that it was 
not composed of such twigs and leaves as were of a 
thorny nature. I do not find that zt is mentioned by 
any of the primitive Christian writers as an instance 
of the eruelty used towards our Saviour, before he was 
led to his crucifixion, till the time of Tertullian, who 
lived after Jesus’s death at the distance of above 160 
years. He indeed seems to have understood axavOov 
in the sense of thorns, and says, De Corona Militar. 
sect. xiv. edit. Pamel. Franck. 1597, Quale, oro te, 
Jesus Christus sertum pro utroque sexu subiit? Ex 
spinis, opinor, et tribulis. ‘The total silence of Poly- 
carp, Barnabas, Clem. Romanus, and all the other 
Christian writers whose works are now extant, and 
who wrote before Tertullian, in particular, will give 
some weight to incline one to think that this crown was 
not platted with thorns. But as this is a point on 
which we have not sufficient evidence, I leave it al- 
most in the same state of uncertainty in which I found 
it. The reader may see a satisfactory account of 
acanthus, bear’s-foot, in Quincy’s English Dispensatory, 
part il. sect. 3, edit. 8, 1742.” 

This is the whole of the learned and judicious pre- 
late’s note; on which I have only to observe, that the 
species of acanthus described by Virgil and the two 
Plinys, as mollis and levis, soft and smooth, is, no 

339 


Two thieves crucified with Christ. 
A.M. 4033. 1 i And they compel one Simon, 
An. Olymp. a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming 
ee out of the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. 

22 * And they bring him unto the place 
Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The 
place of a skull. 

23 1And they gave him to drink wine 
mingled with myrrh: but he received 7¢ not. 
24 And when they had crucified him, 
™ they parted his garments, casting lots upon 
them, what every man should take. 

25 And *it was the third hour, and they 
crucified him. 

26 And ° the superscription of his accusation 
was written over, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. 

27 And ? with him they crucify two thieves ; 
the one on his right hand, and the other on 
his left. 


iMatt. xxvii. 32; Luke xxiii. 26. k Matt. xxvii. 33; Luke 
xxiii. 33; John xix. 17——! Matt. xxvil. 34. m Psa, xxii. 18; 
Luke xxiii. 34; John xix. 23. n See Matt. xxvii. 45; Luke 
xxiii. 44; John xix. 14. 


doubt, the same as that formerly used in medicine, and 
described by Quincy and other pharmacopeists ; but 
there are other species of the same plant that are 
prickly, and particularly those called the acanthus spi- 
nosus, and the ilicifolius, the latter of which is com- 
mon in both the Indies: this has leaves something like 
our common holly, the jagged edges of which are armed 
with prickles; but I do not conceive that this kind 
was used, nor indeed any other plant of a thorny nature, 
as the Roman soldiers who platted the crown could 
have no interest in adding to our Lord’s sufferings ; 
though they smote him with the rod, yet their chief 
object was to render him ridiculous, for pretending, as 
they imagined, to regal authority. The common wild 
acanthus or bear’s-foot, which I have often met in the 
dry turf bogs in Ireland, though it have the appear- 
ance of being prickly, yet is not, in fact,so. Several 
shoots grow from one root, about four or five inches 
long, and about as thick as a little finger. A parcel 
of such branches, platted by their roots in a string, 
might be made to look even ornamental, tied about the 
temples and round the head. It would finely imitate 
a crown or diadem. But I know not if this plant be 
a native of Judea. 

_ Verse 21. A Cyrenian] One of Cyrene, a cele- 
brated city in the Pentapolis of Libya. 

The father of Alexander and Rufus] It appears 
that these two persons were well known among the 
first disciples of our Lord. It is not unlikely that this 
is the same Alexander who is mentioned, Acts xix. 
33, and that the other is the Rufus spoken of by St. 
Paul, Rom. xvi. 13. 

Verse 25. The third hour] It has been before ob- 
served, that the Jews divided their night into four 
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ST. MARK. 


He is insulted on the cross. 


28 And the scripture was fulfilled, A, M 4033. 
which saith, ¢ And he was number- An Siymp. 
ed with the transgressors. Bee hah a 

29 4 And ‘they that passed by railed on 

im, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, 
‘thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest 
it in three days, 

30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 

31 Likewise also the chief priests mocking 
said among themselves with the scribes, He 
saved others; himself he cannot save. 

32 Let Christ the King of Israel descend 
now from the cross, that we may see and be- 
lieve. And ‘they that were crucified with 
him, reviled him. 

33 9 And "when the sixth hour was come, 
there was darkness over the whole land until 
the ninth hour. 

34 And at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with 
a loud voice, saying, ¥ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabach- 


° Matt. xxvii. 37; John xix. 19. P Matt. xxvii. 38. Isa 
lili. 12; Luke xxii. 37. Psa. xxii. 7. s Chap. xiv. 58; John 
i. 19. arses Matt. xxvii. 44; Luke xxiii. 39. u Matt. xxvii. 45; 
Luke xxii. 44, v Psa. xxii. 1; Matt. xxvii. 46. 


watches, of three hours each. They also divided the 
day into four general parts. ‘The first began at sun- 
rise. The second three hours after. The third at 
mid-day. The fourth three hours after, and continued 
till sunset. Christ having been nailed to the cross a 
little after mid-day, John xix. 14-16, 17, and having 
expired about three o’clock, Mark xv. 33. the whole 
business of the crucifixion was finished within the space 
of this third division of the day, which Mark calls 
here the third hour. Commentators and critics have 


;|found it very difficult to reconcile this third hour of 


Mark, with the stath hour of John, chap. xix. 14. It 
is supposed that the true reading, in John xix. 14, 
should be tpitn, the third, instead of éxry, the sixth ; 
a mistake which might have readily taken place in 
ancient times, when the character f° gamma, which 
was put for tpitn, three, might have been mistaken for 
> episema, or sigma tau, which signifies si~. And 
tptn, the third, instead of éx77, the siath, is the read- 
ing of some very eminent MSS. in the place in ques- 
tion, John xix..14. See Bengel, Newcome, Mack- 
night, Lightfoot, Rosenmuller, &c., on this perplex- 
ing point. 

Verse 27. Two thieves] A copy of the Itala tells 
their names: One on the right hand—named Zoathan; 
and one on the left hand—named Chammatha. 

Verse 28. The scripture was fulfilled] All this 
verse is wanting in many MSS., some versions, and 
several of the fathers. 

Verse 32. And believe] In him is added by DFG- 
HPBHYV, and upwards of sixty others; as also the 
Armenian, Slavonic, and four Itala. 

Verse 34, My God, my God, &e.] See on Matt 
Xxvii. 46. 

I 


The confession of the centurion. 
A. M. 4033, i2 
A.D. 20. thani ? 
An. Olymp. 
GCIL 1. 


which is, being interpreted, 
My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? 

35 And some of them that stood by, when 
they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias. 

36 And ” one ran and filled a sponge full of 
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and *gave him 
to drink, saying, Let alone ; let us see whether 
Elias will come to take him down. 

37 Y And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and 
gave up the ghost. 

38 GY And 7 the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom. 

39 Yf And *when the centurion, which stood 
over against him, saw that he so cried out, 
and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this 
man was the Son of God. 

40 » There were also women looking on 
© afar off: among whom was Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary, the mother of James the less 
and of Joses, and Salome; 

41 (Who also, when he was in Galilee, 
‘followed him, and ministered unto him;) 


w Matt. xxvii. 48; John xix. 29. 2 Psa. bix. 21: y Matt. 
xxvil. 50; Luke xxii. 46; John xix. 30. z Matt. xxvil. 51; 
Luke xxiii. 45. a2 Matt. xxvii. 54; Luke xxiii. 47. 


Verse 37. Gave up the ghost.| This was about 
three o’clock, or what was termed by the Jews the 
ninth hour; about the time that the paschal lamb was 
usually sacrificed. The darkness mentioned here must 
have endured about two hours and a half. Concern- 
ing this eclipse, see on Matt. xxvii. 45. 

Verse 406. Joses] Some MSS. and versions read 
Joset, others Joseph. See on Matt. xxvii. 56. 

Verse 42. The day before the Sabbath] What we 
would call Friday evening. As the law of Moses had 
ordered that no criminal should continue hanging on a 
tree or gibbet till the setting of the sun, Joseph, fear- 
ing that the body of our Lord might be taken down, 
and thrown into the common grave with the two rob- 
bers, came and earnestly entreated Pilate to deliver it 
to him, that he might bury it in his own new tomb. 
See on Matt. xxvil. 56 and 60. 

Verse 43. Went in boldly unto Pilate] He who 
was a coward before now acts a more open, fearless 
part, than any of the disciples of our Lord! This 
the Holy Spirit has thought worthy of especial notice. 
It needed no small measure of courage to declare now 
for Jesus, who had been a few hours ago condemned 
as a blasphemer by the Jews, and as a seditious person 


CHAP. XV. 


Joseph begs the body of Jesus. 


and many other women which 4, ™M; 4033. 
came up with him unto Jerusa- An. Olymp. 
lem. ia sia 
‘42 9 © And now when the even was come, 
because it was the preparation, that is, the 
day before the Sabbath, 

43 Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable 
counsellor, which also f waited for the kingdom 
of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, 
and craved the body of Jesus. 

44 And Pilate marvelled if he were al- 
ready dead; and calling unto him the centu- 
rion, he asked him whether he had been any 
while dead. 

45 And when he knew 7¢ of the centurion, 
he gave the body to Joseph. 

46 And he bought fine linen, and took 
him down, and wrapped him in the linen, and 
laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out 
of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the door 
of the sepulchre. 

47 And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of Joses, beheld where he was laid. 


b Matthew xxvii. 55; Luke xxiii. 49. ¢ Psa. xxxviii. 11, 
4 Luke viii. 2, 3——e Matt. xxvii. 57; Luke xxiii. 50; John xix. 38, 
f Luke ii. 25, 38.— Matt. xxvii. 59, 60; Luke xxiii. 53; John xix. 40. 


Joseph, because hitherto, for fear of the Jews, he had 
been only a secret disciple of our Lord. See John 
xix. 38: 

The apostle says, We have BotpNeEss to enter into 
the holiest through his blood. Strange as it may ap- 
pear, the death of Jesus is the grand cause of confi- 
dence and courage to a believing soul. 

Verse 47. Beheld where he was laid.| The courage 
and affection of these holy women cannot be too 
much admired. The strength of the Lord is perfected 
in weakness ; for here a timid man, and a few weak 
women, acknowledge Jesus in death, when the strong 
and the mighty utterly forsook him. 


Human strength and human weakness are only 
names in religion. The mightiest MAN, in the hour of 
trial, can do nothing without the strength of God; 
and the weakest woman can do all things, if Christ 
strengthen her. These truths are sufficiently exem- 
plified in the case of Peter and all his brother disci- 
ples on the one hand; and Joseph of Arimathea and 
the two Marys on the other. And all this is recorded, 
equally to prevent both presumption and despair. 
Reader, let not these examples be produced before 


by the Romans ; and this was the more remarkable in | thee in vain. 


a 
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Women bring spices 


ST. MARK. 


to embalm the body. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Early in the mornng after the Sabbath, the three Marys come to the sepulchre, bringing sweet spices to em- 


balm the body, 1-4. 


pears to Mary Magdalene, who goes and tells the disciples, 9-11. 
who were going into the country, who also tell it to the rest, 12, 13. 
eleven, and commissions them to preach the Gospel to all mankind, 14-16. 


They see an angel who announces the resurrection of our Lord, 5-8. 


Jesus ap- 
He appears also to the two disciples 
Afterwards he appears unto the 
And promises to endue them 


with power to work miracles, 17,18. He is received up into heaven, 19. And they go forth to preach 


and work miracles, 20. 


aa AND 4when the Sabbath was 
An, Olymp. past, Mary Magdalene, and 


Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome, » had bought sweet spices, that they 
might come and anoint him. 

2 ° And very early in the morning, the first 
day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre 
at the rising of the sun. 

3 And they said among themselves, Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door 
of the sepulchre ? 


a Matt. xxviii. 1; Luke xxiv. 1; John xx. 1.——» Luke xxiii. 56. 
¢ Luke xxiv. 1; John xx. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVI. 

Verse 1. And anoint him.] Rather, to embalm him. 
This is a proof that they had not properly understood 
what Christ had so frequently spoken, viz. that he 
would rise again the third day. And this inattention 
or unbelief of theirs is a proof of the truth of the re- 
surrection. 

Verse 2. Very early in the morning] This was the 
time they left their own houses, and by the rising of 
the sun they got to the tomb. As the preceding day 
was the Sabbath, they could not, consistently with 
the observances of that day, approach the tomb. See 
the concluding notes at the end of John. 

The following observations from Lightfoot will 
serve to illustrate this subject. 

“The distinction of the tw7light among the rabbins 
was this :— 

“T. sanwm xno The hinde of the morning— 
the first appearance. R. Chaiia Rab, and R. Simeon 
ben Chalaphta, travelling together on a certain morn- 
ing inthe valley of Arbel, saw the hinde of the morn- 
ing, that its light spread the sky. R. Chava said, 
Such shall be the redemption of Israel. First, it 
goes forward by degrees, and by little and litle ; but 
by how much the more it shall go forward, by so much 
the more wt shall increase. It was at that time that 
Christ arose, namely, in the first morning, as may be 
gathered from the words of St. Matthew. And to 
this the title of the 22d Psalm seems to have respect 
—inwn noes Sy. See also Rev. xxii. 16, I am the 
bright and morning star. And now you may imagine 
the women went out of their houses towards the sepul- 
chre, 

anilt, 1295 ndon Pa vow When one may distin- 
guish between purple colour and white. From what 
time do they recite their phylacterical prayers in the 
morning 2 From that time that one may distinguish 
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A. M. 4033. 
4 And when they looked, they *,"5%' 
saw that the stone was rolled away ; Ae Oe 


for it was very great. oe 

5 1 And entering into the sepulchre, they 
saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
clothed in a long white garment; and they 
were affrighted. 

6 © And he saith unto them, Be not affright- 
ed: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 
crucified: he is risen; he is not here: be- 


{hold the place where they laid him. 


4 Tuke xxiv. 3; John xx. 11, 12. e Matt. xxviil. 


5, 6, 7. 


between purple colour and white. R. Eliezer saith, 
Between purple colour and green. Before this time 
was obscurum adhuc cepte lucis, the obscurity of the 
begun light, as Tacitus’s expression is. 

“TIL munn ww When the east begins to 
lighten. 

“TV. monn y23 Sunrise ;*from the hinde of the 
morning going forth, until the east begins to lighten ; 
and from the time the east begins to lighten, until 
sunrise, FC. 

“ According to these four parts of time, one might 
not improperly suit the four phrases of the evangel- 
ists. According to the first, Matthew’s, Ty exidwo- 
kon, As it began te dawn. According to the second, 
John’s, Upwi cxotvag ete sonc, Early in the morning 
when it was yet dark. 'To the third, Luke’s, Opps 
Babewc, Very early in the morning. To the fourth, 
Mark’s, Avav rpwi, Very early in the morning. And 
yet, AvareiAavtog Te yAls, At the rising of the sun. 
For the women came twice to the sepulchre, as St. 
John teaches, by whom the other evangelists are to be 
explained; which being well considered, the recon- 
ciling them together is very easy.” 

Verse 4. For it was very great] 'This clause should 
be read immediately after the ¢hird verse, according 
to D, three copies of the JItala, Syriac, Hier., and 
Eusebius. “ Who shall roll us away the stone from 
the door of the sepulchre? for it was very great. 
And when they looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away.” ‘They knew that the stone was too 
heavy for them to roll away; and, unless they got 
access to the body, they could not apply the aro- 
matics which they had brought to finish the em. 
balming, 

Verse 6. Jesus of Nazareth] The Jews had given 
this name to Christ by way of reproach, Matt. ii. 23 ; 
but as it was under this name that he was crucified, 

1 


Christ appears to 


ee 7 But go your way, tell his dis- 


zie ciples and Peter, that he goeth be- 
—— fore you into Galilee: there shall 
ye see him, fas he said unto you. 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from 
the sepulchre; for they trembled and were 
amazed; £ neither said they any thing to any 
man; for they were afraid. 

9 “I Now when Jesus was risen early the 
first day of the week, * he appeared first to 


£ Matt. xxvi. 32; chap. xiv. 28-8 See Matt. xxviii, 8; Luke 
are sy xxiv. 9.—— John xx. 14, 

John xix. 19, the angel here, and the apostles after, 
have given him the same name, Acts iv. 10, &c. 
Names which the world, in derision, fixes on the 
followers of God, often become the general appella- 
tives of religious bodies: thus Quakers, Puritans, 
Pietists, and Methodists, have in their respective 
times been the nicknames, given in derision by the 
world, to those who separated themselves from its 
corruptions. Our Lord, by continuing to bear the 
name of the Nazarene, teaches us not to be too nice 
er scrupulous in fixing our own appellation. No 
matter what the name may be, as long as it implies 
no particular evs, and serves sufficiently to mark 
us out. Let us be contented to bear it, and thus 
earry about with us the reproach of Christ; always 
taking care to keep our garments unspotted from the 
world. 

Verse 7. Tell his disciples and Peter] Why is not 
Peter included among the disciples? For this plain 
reason,—he had forfeited his discipleship, and all 
right to the honour and privileges of an apostle, by 
denying his Lord and Master. However, he is now 
a penitent :—tell him that Jesus is risen from the 
dead, and is ready to heal Azs backsliding, and love 
him freely; so that, after being converted, he may 
strengthen his brethren. 

Verse 9. Now when Jesus was risen, &c.] This, to 
the conclusion of the Gospel, is wanting in the famous 
Codex Vaticanus, and has anciently been wanting in 
many others. See Weistem and Griesbach. In the 
margin of the later Syriac version, there is a remark- 
able addition after this verse; it is as follows :—And 
they declared briefly ali that was commanded, to them 
that were with Peter. Afterward Jesus himself pub- 
lished by them, from east to west, the holy and tncor- 
ruptible preaching of eternal salvation. Amen. 

Mary Magdalene] It seems likely that, after this 
woman had carried the news of Christ’s resurrection 
to the disciples, she returned alone to the tomb ; 
and that it was then that Christ appeared to her, 
John xx. 1-11, 12; and a little after he appeared 
to all the women together, Matt. xxviii. 9; Luke 
xxiv. 10. 

Verse 10. Them that had been with him] Not only 
the eleven disciples, but several others who had been 
the oecasional companions of Christ and the apostles. 

Mourned and wept.| Because they had lost their 
Lord and Master, and had basely abandoned him in 
his extremity. 
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CHAP. 


Pavel, Mary Magdalene. 


Mary Magdalene, ‘ out of whom he 4,™. 4038. 
had cast seven devils. An, Olymp. 

10 * And she went and told them ————— 
that had been with him, as they mourned and 
wept. 

11 ! And they, when they had heard that he was 
alive, and had been seen of her, believed not. 

12 4 After that he appeared in another 
form ™ unto two of them, as they walked, and 
went into the country. 


i Luke viii, 2——* Luke xxiv, 10; John xx, 18, Luke xxiy. 
11.— Luke xxiv. 13. 


Verse 12. He appeared—aunto two of them] 'Vhese 
were the two who were going to Emmaus. The 
whole account is given by Luke, chap. xxiv. 13-34, 
where see the notes. 

Dr. Lightfoot’s criticism upon this passage js 
worthy of notice. 

“That, in the verses immediately going before, the 
discourse is of the two disciples going to Enynaus, is 
without all controversy. And then how do these 
things consist with that relation in Luke, who saith, 
That they two, returning to Jerusalem, found the 
eleven gathered together, and they that were with them; 
who said, The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared 
to Simon? Luke xxiv. 34. The word Aeyorrae, saying, 
evidently makes those to be the words trav évdexa, 
of the eleven, and of those that were gathered to- 
gether with them; which, when you read the ver- 
sions, you would scarcely suspect. For when that 


word is rendered by the Syrrac, weapeo/ §peced 
ae ® 
cad amrin; by the Aragic, BC es wehom 


yekolon; by the Vuneare, dicentes; by the Iranian, 
dicendo; by the Frencu, disans; by the ENeuisn, 
saying ; who, I pray, would take it in another sense, 
than that those ¢wo that returned from Emmaus said, 
The Lord is risen indeed, &e.* But in the original 
Greek, when it is the accusative case, it is plainly to be 
referred to the eleven disciples, and those that were 
together with them; as if they had discoursed among 
themselves of the appearance made to Peter, either 
before, or now in the very access of those two coming 
from Emmaus. And yet, says this our evangelist, 
that when those two had related the whole business, 
they gaye no credit to them; so that, according to 
Luke, they believed Christ was risen, and had appear- 
ed to Simon, before they told their story ; but, accord- 
ing to Mark, they believed it not, no, not when they 
had told it.. The reconciling therefore of the evange- 
lists is to be fetched thence, that those words pro- 
nounced by the eleven, ‘Ore nyep0n 6 Kupcog ovtwc, &e., 
The Lord is risen indeed, &c., do not manifest their 
absolute confession of the resurrection of Christ, but a 
conjectural reasoning of the sudden and unexpected 
return of Peter. I believe that Peter was going with 
Cleophas into Galilee, and that being moved with the 
words of Christ, told him by the women, Say to his 
disciples and Peter, I go before you into Galilee— 
think with yourself how doubtful Peter was, and how 
he fluctuated within himself after his threefold denial, 
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Our Lord commissions his 


ae “ve 13 And they went and told it 
An. Olymp. unto the residue: neither believed 
ice a they them. 

14 {| » Afterward he appeared unto the ele- 
ven as they ° sat at meat, and upbraided them 
with their unbelief and hardness of heart, be- 
cause they believed not them which had seen 
him after he was risen. 

15 » And he said unto them, Go ye into all 
the world, 4and preach the Gospel to every 
creature. 


0 Luke xxiv. 36; John xx. 19; 1 Cor. xv. 5. ° Or, together. 
P Matt. xxviii. 19; John xv. 16.—4 Col. i. 23. * John iii. 18, 36; 
Acts il. 38; xvi. 30, 31,32; Rom. x.9; 1 Pet. iii. 21.—* John xii. 48. 


ST. MARK. 


disciples to preach the Gospel. 
16 *He that believeth, and is 4,M, 4093 
baptized, shall be saved; * but An. Some: 
he that believeth not shall be AS 
damned. 


17 And these signs shall follow them that 
believe: t In my name shall they cast out de- 
vils; "they shall speak with new tongues ; 

18 v They shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
them; ” they shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover. 


t Luke x. 17; Acts v. 16; viii. 7; xvi. 18; xix. 12. x Acts 
ii. 4; x. 46; xix. 6; 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28——v Luke x. 19; Acts 
xxvill. 5——w Acts v. 15, 16; ix. 17; xxvili.8; James v. 14, 15. 


and how he gasped to see the Lord again, if he were 
yisen, and to cast himself an humble suppliant at his 
feet. When therefore he heard these things from the 
women, (and he had heard it indeed from Chris¢ him- 
self, while he was yet alive, that when he arose he 
would go before them into Galilee,) and when the rest 
were very little moved with the report of his resurrec- 
tion, nor as yet stirred from that place, he will try a 
journey into Galilee, and Alpheus with him; which, 
when it was well known to the rest, and they saw him 
return so soon and so unexpectedly—Certainly, say 
they, the Lord is risen, and hath appeared to Peter, 
otherwise he had not so soon come back again. And 
yet, when he and Cleophas open the whole matter, they 
do not yet believe even them.” 

Verse 14. And upbraided them with their unbelief | 
Never were there a people so difficult to be persuaded 
of the truth of spiritual things as the disciples. It may 
be justly asserted, that people of so skeptical a turn 
of mind would never credit any thing till they had the 
fullest evidence of its truth. The unbelief of the dis- 
ciples is a strong proof of the truth of the Gospel of 
God. See the addition at the end. 

Verse 15. Go ye into all the world} See on Matt. 
xXXviil. 19. 

And preach the Gospel to every creature.| Proclaim 
the glad tidings—of Christ crucified, and raised from 
the dead—to all the creation, xaoy Ty xticec-—to the 
Gentile world; for in this sense 1113 derioth, is often 
understood among the rabbins ; because ne, through the 
grace of God, hath tasted death for nvury man, Heb. 
ii. 9. And on the rejection of the Gospel by the Jews, 
it was sent to the whole Gentile world. 

Verse 16. He that believeth] He that credits this 
Gospel as a revelation from God: and is baptized— 
takes upon him the profession of it, obliging himself 
to walk according to its precepts: he shall be saved— 
redeemed from sin here, and brought at last to the 
enjoyment of my eternal glory. But he that believeth 
not, shall be damned—because he rejects the only pro- 
vision that could be effectual to his soul’s salvation. 

Verse 17. These signs shall follow] Or rather, 
accompany ; this is'the proper import of the original 
word rapaxoAovOycer, from mapa with, and axoaovdew 
I follow. 

Them that believe] The believers, as we express it; 
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i. e. the apostles, and all those who in those primitive 
times were endued with miraculous powers, for the 
confirmation of the doctrines they preached. 

In my name| That is, by the authority and influ- 
ence of the almighty Jesus. 

Cast out devils} Whose kingdom Jesus Christ was 
manifested to destroy. 

Speak with new tongues} This was most literally 
fulfilled on the day of pentecost, Acts ii. 4-12. 

Verse 18. Take up serpents| Several MSS. add ev 
Tale yeporv, in their hands—shall be enabled to give, 
when such a proof may be serviceable to the cause of 
truth, this evidence of their being continually under 
the power and protection of God, and that all nature 
is subject to him. This also was literally fulfilled in 
the case of Paul, Acts xxviii. 5. 

If they drink any deadly thing] Oavacinov (dappaxor) 
being understood—if they should through mistake, or 
accident, drink any poisonous matter, their constant 
preserver will take care that it shall not injure them. 
See a similar promise, Isa. xlili. 2. 

They shall lay hands on the sick} And I will convey 
a healing power by their hands, so that the sick shall 
recover, and men shall see that these are sent and 
acknowledged by the Most High. Several instances 
of this kind are found in the Acts of the Apostles. 

That the apostles of our Lord should not lose their 
lives by poison is most fully asserted in this verse, and 
there is neither record nor tradition to disprove this. 
But it is worthy of remark, that Mohammed, who 
styled himself Tur AposTLE or Gop, lost his life by 
poison; and had he been a true apostle of God, he 
could not have fallen by it. Al Hodai, Abul Feda, 
and Al Janabi, give the following account. 

When Mohammed, in the seventh year of the Hejra, 
A.D. 628, had taken the city of Kheebar, from the 
Arab Jews, he took up his lodgings at the house of 
Hareth, the father of Marhab the Jewish general, who 
had been slain at the taking of the city by Alee, the 
son-in-law of Mohammed. Zeenab the daughter of 
Hareth, who was appointed to dress the prophet’s din- 
ner, to avenge the fall of her people, and the death of 
her brother, put poison in a roasted lamb which was 
provided for the occasion. Bashar, one of his com- 
panions, falling on too hastily, fell dead on the spot. 
Mohammed had only chewed one mouthful, but had 
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He is recewed 


A, M. 4033. 19 So then, * after the Lord had 
Sonera spoken unto them, he was Y received 


up into heaven, and 7% sat on the 


right hand of God. 


x Acts i, 2, 3——y Luke xxiv. 51. 


z Psa. ex. 1; Acts vii. 55. 


not swallowed it: though, on perceiving that it was 
poisoned, he immediately spat it out, yet he had swal- 
lowed a sufficiency of the juice to lay the foundation 
of his death; though this did not take place till about 
three years after: but that it was the cause of his 
death then, his dying words related by Al Janabi, and 
others, sufficiently testify. When the mother. of 
Bashar came to see him in his dying agonies, he thus 
addressed her: “ O mother of Bashar, I now feel the 
veins of my heart bursting through the poison of that 
morsel which [ ate with thy son at Aheebar.” 

Abul Feda, Ebnol Athir; and Ebn Phares say, that 
the prophet acknowledged on his death-bed, that the 
poison which he had taken at Kheebar had tormented 
him from that time until then, notwithstanding blisters 
were applied to his shoulders, and every thing done in 
the beginning to prevent its effects. Al Kodai and 
Al Janabi relate, that when Zeenab was questioned 
why she did this, she answered to this effect: “I said 
in my heart, If he be a sing, we shall hereby be freed 
from his tyranny; and if he be a prophet, he will easily 
perceive it, and consequently receive no injury.” To 
support his credit, he pretended that the lamb spoke 
to him, and said that it was infected with poison! See 
Elmakin, p. 8. It was therefore policy in him not to 
put Zeenab to death. It has pleased God that this 
fact should be acknowledged by the dying breath of 
this scourge of the earth; and that several of even the 
most partial Mohammedan historians should relate it ! 
And, thus attested, it stands for the complete and ever- 
lasting refutation of his pretensions to the prophetic 
spirit and mission. Vide Specimen Hist. Arabum, a 
Pococxrio,p. 189,190. Le Coran traduit par Savary, 
vol. i. p. 135, and 212. See also, The Life of Mo- 
hammed by Pripeaux, 93, 101. 

Verse 19. After the Lord had spoken] These 
things, and conversed with them for forty days, he was 
taken up into heaven, there to appear in the presence 
of God for us. 

Verse 20. The Lord working with them] This 
co-operation was twofold, internal and external. In- 
ternal, illuminating their minds, convincing them of the 
truth, and establishing them in it. Hwternal, convey- 
ing their word to the souls that heard it, by the de- 
monstration of the Holy Ghost; convincing them of 
sin, righteousness, and judgment; justifying them by 
his blood, and sanctifying them by his Spirit. Though 
miraculous powers are not now requisite, because the 
truth of the Gospel has been sufficiently confirmed, 
yet this co-operation of God is indispensably necessary, 
without which no man can be a successful preacher ; 
and without which no soul can be saved. 

With signs following.] Erakodovfovytwy onpetar, 
the accompanying signs: viz. those mentioned in the 
17th and 18th verses, and those others just now spo- 
ken of, which still continue to be produced by the en- 
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CHAP. XV, 


into heaven. 


20 And they went forth, and 4.™, ee 


preached every where, the Lord An, Liye. 
working with them, * and confirming = 
the word with signs following. Amen. 


a Acts v. 12; xiv. 3; 1 Cor. ii, 4,5; Heb. i 4. 


ergy of God, accompanying the faithful preaching of 
his unadulterated word. 

Amen.| This is added here by many MSS. and 
versions; but is supposed not to have made a part of 
the text originally. Griesbach, Bengel, and others, 
leave it out. 

St. Jerome mentions certain Greek copies, which 
have the following remarkable addition to ver. 14, 
after these words—and reproached them for their 
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not 
believe those who had seen him after he was raised 
up: Ht illi satisfaciebant dicentes: seculum istud 
iniquitatis et ineredulitatis substantia est, que non 
simt per immundos spiritus veram Det apprehendi 
virtutem.  Idcirco, jam nune revela justitiam tuam. 
“¢ And they confessed the charge, saying: This age is 
the substance of iniquity and unbelief, which, through 
the influence of impure spirits, does not permit the 
true influence of God to be apprehended. Therefore, 
even now, reveal thy righteousness.” 

There are various subscriptions to this book in the 
MSS. and versions; the principal are the following: 
“ The holy Gospel according to Mark is ended—writ- 
ten by him—in Eeyet—in Rome—in the Latin tongue 
—directed by Peter—the 10th—12th year after the 
ascension of Chrisi—preached in Alexandria, and all 
its coasts.” Dr. Lardner supposes this Gospel to have 
been composed A. D. 64 or 65, and published before 
the end of the last mentioned year. See the 
Preface. 

The Gospel according to Mark, if not an abridg- 
ment of the Gospel according to Matthew, contains a 
neat, perspicuous abridgment of the /istory of our 
Lord; and, taken in this point of view, is very satis- 
factory ; and is the most proper of all the four Gos- 
pels to be put into the hands of young persons, in order 
to bring them to an acquaintance with the great facts 
of evangelical history. But as a substitute for the 
Gospel by Matthew, it should never be used. It is 
very likely that it was written originally for the use 
of the Gentiles, and probably for those of Rome. Of 
this, there seem to be several evidences in the work 
itself. Of the other Gospels it is not only a grand 
corroborating evidence, but contains many valuable 
hints for completing the history of our Lord, which 
have been omitted by the others; and thus, in the 
mouths of rour witnesses, all these glorious and inte- 
resting facts are established. 

One thing may be observed, that this Gospel has 
suffered more by the carelessness and inaccuracy of 
transcribers than any of the others: and hence the 
various readings in the MSS. are much more nume- 
rous, in proportion, than in the other evangelists.— 
Every thing of this description, which I judged to be 
of real importance, I have carefully noted. 

Though the matter of St. Mark’s work came from 
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Observations. on the nature 


the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, yet the language 
seems to be entirely his own: it is very plain, simple, 
and unadorned; and sometimes appears to approach 
to a degree of rusticity or inelegance. Whoever reads 
the original must be struck with the very frequent, 
and often pleonastic, occurrence of evfewe, ummediately, 
and radcy, again, and such like; but these detract no- 
thing from the accuracy and fidelity of the work. The 
Hebraisms which abound in it may be naturally ex- 
pected from a native of Palestine, writing in Greek. 
The Latinisms which frequently occur are accounted 


ST. MARK. 


and importance of baptism. 


for on the ground of this Gospel being written for the 
Gentiles, and particularly for the Roman people : this, 
it must be confessed, is only theory, but it is a theory 
which stands supported by many arguments, and highly 
presumptive facts. However this may be, the Gospel 
according to Mark is a very important portion of Di- 
vine revelation, which God has preserved by a chain 
of providences, from the time of its promulgation until 
now; and for which no truly pious reader will hesi- 
tate to render due praise to that God whose work is 
ever perfect. Amen. 


SOME OBSERVATIONS 


ON 


THE 


NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM. 


On the subject of baptism, several observations have 
been made in the course of the preceding notes; and 
its great importance to the Christian religion carefully 
noted. Dr. Lightfoot has spoken well on the subject ; 
and I have reserved his observations for this place, 
and earnestly recommend them to the notice of every 
unprejudiced reader. On the mode of administering 
baptism, there need be no dispute among Christians : 
both dipping and sprinkling are legitimate forms ; and 
either may be used, as the consciences or religious 
prejudices of the parties may direct: but the thing it- 
self, and its great reference, are of the utmost import- 
ance. Baptism is a standing proof of the Divine au- 
thenticity of the Christian religion, and, as Dr. Light- 
foot well argues, a seal of the truth of the doctrine of 
justification by faith, through the blood of the covenant. 

“ Tt is no unfit or unprofitable question,” he observes, 
“ whence it came to pass, that there was so great a 
conflux of men to John the Baptist, and so ready a re- 
ception of his baptism. 

“TJ, The reason is, because the manifestation of the 
Messias was then expected, the weeks of Daniel being 
now spent to the last four years; and therefore the 
people were stirred up to prepare for his appearing. 

“TJ. Another reason of it was this. The institution 
of baptism, for an evangelical sacrament, was first in 
the hand of the Baptist; who, the word of the Lord 
coming to him, (Luke iii. 11,) went forth, backed with 
the same authority as the chiefest prophets had in time 
past. But yet the first use of baptism was not exhi- 
bited at that time. For baptism, very many centuries 
back, had been both known and received in most fre- 
quent use among the Jews; and for the very same 
end as it now obtains among Christians, namely, 
that by it proselytes might be admitted into the Church: 
and hence it was called nya nav baptism,for pro- 
selytism ; and was distinct from 72 ns baptism 
or washing from uncleanness. See the Babylonian 
Talmud in Jevamoth. 

“ All the Jews assert, as it were with one mouth, 
that all the nation of Israel were brought into the cove- 
nant, among other things, by baptism. JTsrael (saith 
Maimonides, the great interpreter of the Jewish law) 
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was admitted into the covenant by three things, name 
ly, by circumcision, baptism, and sacrifice. Circum- 
cision was in Egypt, as it is said, None uncircumcised 
shall eat of the passover. Baptism was in the wilder- 
ness, before the giving of the law, as it is said, Thou 
shalt sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and let them 
wash their garments. 

“TIT. They assert that an infinite number of pro- 
selytes, in the days of David and Solomon, were ad- 
mitted by baptism. The Sanhedrin recewed not pro- 
selytes in the days of David and Solomon: not in the 
days of David, lest they should betake themselves to 
proselytism out of a rar of the kingdom of Israel; 
not in the days of Solomon, lest they might do the 
same by reason of the GLory of the kingdom. And 
yet abundance of proselytes were made in the days of 
David and Solomon before private men; and the great 
Sanhedrin was full of care about this business ; for 
they would not cast them out of the Church, because 
they were baptized. Matmonipes, Issure Biah, c. 13. 

“TV. Whensoever any heathen will betake himself 
and be joined to the covenant of Israel, and place him- 
self under the wings of the Divine Majesty, and take 
the yoke of the law upon him, voluntary circumcision, 
baptism, and oblation are required ; but if it be a wo- 
man, baptism and oblation. Ibid. That was a common 
axiom, 20) Siw WY 7 ps No man is a proselyte 
until he be circumcised and baptized. Jnvamotu, 
fol. 46. 

“You see baptism inseparably joined to the cireum- 
cision of proselytes. There was indeed some little dis- 
tance of time ; for they were not baptized till the parr 
of circumcision was healed, because water might be 
injurious to the wound: but certainly baptism ever 
followed. We acknowledge, indeed, that circumcision 
was plainly of Divine institution ; but by whom baptism, 
which was inseparable from it, was instituted, is doubt- 
ful. And yet, it is worthy of observation, our Saviour 
rejected circumcision, and retained the appendix, dap- 
ttsm ; and when all the Gentiles were now to be in- 
troduced into the true religion, he preferred this prose- 
lytical introductory (pardon the expression) unto the 
sacrament of entrance into the Gospel. One might 
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observe the same almost in the eucharist. The lamb 
in the passover was of Divine institution, and so in- 
deed was the bread: but whence was the wine? But 
yet, rejecting the lamd, Christ instituted the sacrament 
in the bread and wine. Secondly, Observing from 
these things which have been spoken, how very known 
and frequent the use of baptism was among the Jews, 
the reason appears very easy, why the Sanhedrin, by 
their messengers, inquired not of John concerning the 
reason of baptism, but concerning the authority of the 
baptizer ; not what baptism meant, but whence he had 
a license soto baptize: John i. 25. Thirdly, Hence 
also the reason appears, why the New Testament does 
not prescribe, by some more accurate rule, who the 
persons are to be baptized. 

‘It appears clear enough, by what has been already 
said, in what sense this is to be taken in the New Tes- 
tament, which we sometimes meet with, namely, that 
the master of the family was baptized with his whole 
family, Acts xvi. 15, 33, &c. Nor is it of any strength 
what some contend for, ‘ that it cannot be proved there 
were infants in those families ;? for the inquiry is not 
s0 proper, whether there were infants in those fami- 
lies, as it concluded truly and deservedly that, if there 
were, they had all been to be baptized. Nor do I be- 
lieve this people that flocked to John’s baptism were 
so forgetful of the manner and custom of the nation 
that they brought not their little children also with 
them to be baptized. 

“J. If you compare the washing of polluted persons 
prescribed by the law, with the baptism of proselytes, 
both that and this implies uncleanness, however some- 

ning different; that implies /egal uncleanness, this 
heathen, but both polluting. But a proselyte was bap- 
tized not only into the washing away of that Gentile 
pollution, nor only thereby to be transplanted into the 
religion of the Jews; but that, by the most accurate 
rite of translation that could possibly be, he might so 
pass into an Israelite that, being married to an Israel- 
ite woman, he might produce a free and legitimate 
seed, and an undefiled offspring. Hence servants that 
were taken into a family were baptized, and servants 
also that were to be made free: not so much because 
they were defiled with heathen uncleanness, as that 
by that rite 923 934 Os wd becoming Israelites in all 
respects, they might be more fit to match with Jsrael- 
ztes, and their children be accounted as Jsraelites.— 
And hence the sons of proselytes, in following gene- 
rations, were circumcised indeed, but not baptized. 
They were circumcised, that they might take upon 
themselves the obligations of the law, but they needed 
not baptism, because they were already Israelites. 

“TI. The baptism of proselytes was the bringing 
over of Gentiles into the Jewish religion; the baptism 
of John was the bringing over of Jews into another 
réligion: and hence it is the more to be wondered at 
that the people so readily flgcked to him, when he in- 
troduced a baptism so different from the known prose- 
lytical baptism. The reason of which is to be fetched 
from hence, that at the coming of the Messias, they 
thought, not without cause, that the state of things 
was plainly to be changed ; and that from the oracles 
of the prophets, who with one mouth described the 
times of the Messias for a new world. 
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“III. The baptism of proselytes was an obligation 
to perform the law; that of John was an obligation to 
repentance : for although proselytical baptism admitted 
of some ends, and circumcision of others, yet a tradi- 
tional and erroneous doctrine at that time had joined 
this to both, that the proselyte covenanted in both, and 
obliged himself to perform the law ; to which that of 
the apostle relates, Gal. v. 3, I testify again to every 
man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the 
whole law. But the baptism of John was a baptism 
of repentance, Mark i. 4, which being undertaken, 
they who were baptized professed to renounce their 
own legal righteousness, and, on the contrary, acknow- 
ledged themselves to be obliged to repentance and faith 
in the Messias to come. 

“TV. That the baptism of John was by plunging 
the body, (after the same manner as the washing un- 
clean persons and the baptism of proselytes was,) 
seems to appear from those things which are related 
of him; namely, that he daptized in Jordan, that he 
baptized in Enon, because there was much water there ; 
and that Christ being baptized came up out of the 
water: to which that seems to be parallel, Acts vii. 
38, Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, 
&c. Some complain that this rite is not retained in 
the Christian Church, as though it something dero- 
gated from the truth of baptism, or as though it were 
to be called an innovation, when the sprinkling of 
water is used instead of plunging. 

“1, That the notion of washing in John’s baptism 
differs from ours, in that he baptized none who were 
not brought over from one religion, and that an irre- 
ligious one too, into another, and that a true one. 
But there is no place for this among us, who are born 
Christians ; the condition therefore being varied, the 
rite is not only lawfully but deservedly varied also. 
Our baptism argues defilement indeed, and unclean- 
ness; and demonstrates this doctrinally, that we being 
polluted, have need of washing ; but this is to be un- 
derstood of our natural and sinful stain, to be washed 
away by the blood of Christ and the grace of God: 
with which stain indeed they were defiled who were 
baptized by John. But to denote this washing by a 
sacramental sign, the sprinkling of water is as suffi- 
cient as the dipping into water, when in truth this 
argues washing and purification, as well as that. 

“2. Since dipping was a rite used only in the Jewish 
nation, and proper to it, it were something hard if all 
nations should be subjected under it; but especially 
when it is neither necessary to be esteemed of the 
essence of baptism, and is moreover so harsh and dan- 
gerous that, in regard of these things, it scarcely gave 
place to circumcision. We read that some, leavened 
with Judaism to the highest degree, yet wished that 
dipping in purification might be taken away; because 
it was accompanied with so much severity. In the 
days of R. Joshua ben Levi, some endeavoured to abo- 
lish this dipping, for the sake of the women of Galilee ; 
because, by reason of the cold, they became barren. 
Surely it is hard to lay this yoke upon all nations 
which seemed too rough for the Jews themselves, and 
not to be borne by them, men too much given to such 
kind of severer rites. Andif it be demanded of them 
who went about to take away that dipping, Would 
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you have no purification at all by water? It is proba- 
ble that they would have allowed of the sprinkling of 
water, which is less harsh, and not less agreeable to 
the thing itself. 

“3. The following ages, with good reason, and by 
Divine precept, administered a baptism differing in a 
greater matter from the baptism of John; and there- 
fore it was less to differ in a less matter. The ap- 
plication of water was necessarily of the essence of 
baptism ; but the application of it in this or that 
manner speaks but a circumstance: the adding also 
of the word was of the nature of a sacrament; but the 
changing of the word into this or that form, would 
you not call this a circumstance alsot And yet we 
read the form of baptism so changed that you may 
observe it to be threefold in the history of the New 
Testament. 

“ Farther, In reference to the form of John’s bap- 
tism, which thing we have proposed to consider in the 
second place, it is not at all to be doubted that he 
baptized in the name of the Messias now ready to 
come ; that they might be the readier to receive the 
Messias, when he should manifest himself. The 
apostles, baptizing the Jews, baptized them in the 
name of Jesus, (because Jesus of Nazareth had now 
been revealed for the Messias,) and that they did, 
when it had been before commanded them by Christ, 
Baptize all nations, in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. So you must understand 
that which is spoken, John iii. 23, and iv. 2, concern- 
ing the disciples of Christ baptizing; namely, that 
they baptized in the name of Jesus, that thence it 
might be known that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Messias, in the name of whom, suddenly to come, 
John had baptized. That of St. Peter is plain, Acts 
ii. 38, Be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ: and that, Acts viii. 16, They were 
baptized in the name of Jesus. 

“ But the apostles baptized the Gentiles according 
to the precept of our Lord, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Matt. xxviii. 
19. For since it was very much controverted among 
the Jews about the true Messias, it was not without 
cause, yea, nor without necessity, that they baptized 
in the name of Jesus, that by that seal might be con- 
firmed this most principal truth in the Gospel, and 
that those that were baptized might profess it—that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the true Messias. But among 
the Gentiles the controversy was not concerning the 
true Messias, but concerning the trwe God. Among 
them, therefore, it was needful that baptism should be 
conferred in the name of the true God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

“We suppose therefore, that men, women, and chil- 
dren came to John’s baptism, according to the manner 
of the nation in the reception of proselytes; namely, 
that they standing in Jordan were taught by John 
that they were baptized into the name of the Messias, 
who was now immediately to come, and into the pro- 
fession of the doctrine of the Gospel concerning faith 
and repentance; that THry plunged themselves into 
the river, and so came out. And that which is said 
of them, that they were baptized by him, confessing 


their sins, is te be understood according to the tenor] are very much out who, from these words, 
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of the Baptist’s preaching; not that they did this 
man by man, or by some particular confession made 
to John, or by openly declaring some particular sins ; 
but, when the doctrine of John exhorted them to re- 
pentance and faith in the Messias, they renounced and 
disowned the doctrine and opinion of justification by 
their own works, wherewith they had been beforetime 
leavened, and acknowledged and confessed themselves 
sinners.” 

It is worthy of remark, that neither priest nor Le- 
vite dipped the persons who were baptized: the per 
sons stood in the water; three persons ordinarily stood 
to instruct them and witness the fact; when the in- 
struction was ended, the person himself who was to be 
baptized put himself under the water, and then came 
out. In the case of a woman, the disciples of the 
wise men turned their backs while she plunged ‘her- 
self and came out of the water; for I suppose the 
whole Jewish practice will not afford a single instance, 
where a priest or any other man put the woman under 
the water when she was baptized. From this we 
learn, that the act of baptism was performed by the 
person himself; but the instruction relative to its end, 
obligation, &c., came from another. 

“‘ They baptized also younG CHILDREN, (for the most 
part with their parents.) They baptize a little prose- 
lyte according to the judgment of the sanhedrin ; that 
is, as the gloss renders it, If he be deprived of his 
father, and his mother brings him to be made a prose- 
lyte, they baptize him (because none becomes a prose- 
lyte without circumcision and baptism) accordimg to 
the judgment, or rite, of the sanhedrin: that 1s, that 
three men be present at the baptism, who are now in- 
stead of a father to him. And the Gemara, a little 
after, says, If, with a proselyte, his sons and his 
daughters are made proselytes also, that which is 
done by their father redounds to their good. 

“ R. Joseph saith, When they grow into years, they 
may retract: where the gloss writes thus, This is to 
be understood of LITTLE CHILDREN, who are made 
proselytes together with their father. Bas. CuErus. 
folie: 

“ A heathen woman, if she is made a proselytess 
when she is now big with child, the child needs not 
baptism; for the baptism ef his mother serves him 
for baptism. Otherwise he were to be baptized. 
Jevam. fol. 78. 

“ Tf an Israelite take a Gentile cuiLp, or find a 
Gentile Inrant, and baptige him in the name of a 
proselyte, behold he is a proselyte. Matm. in Ava 
dim, ec. 8. 

“ We cannot pass over that which is indeed wor- 
thy to be remembered. Any one’s servant is to be 
circumcised, though he be unwilling ; but any one’s 
son is not to be circumcised, if he be unwilling. R. 
Hezekiah saith, Behold a man finds an infant cast 
out, and he baptizeth him en the name of a servant: 
in the name of a freeman, do you also circumcise him 
in the name of a freeman. Husros. Jevam. fol. 8, 

“Our Lord says to his disciples, Matt. xxviii. 19, 
Go therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them, 


&e. padytevcare—that is, Make disciples :—bring 
them in by baptism, that they may be taught. They 
cry down 
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infant baptism; and assert that it is necessary for 
those that are to be baptized to be taught before they 
are baptized. 1. Observe the words here : pa0nrevoare, 
make disciples ; and then after, didackovrec, teaching, 
in the 20th verse. 2. Among the Jews, and also 
with ws, and in all nations, those are made disciples 
that they may be taught. A certain heathen came to 
the great Hillel and said, Make me a proselyte that 
thou mayest teach me: Ban. Shad. fol. 31. He was 
first to be proselyted, and then taught. Thus, first 
make them disciples (uadntevoate) by baptism; and 
then, Teach them to observe all things, &c. Avdaoxere 
QUT8&¢ THPELY TavTa. K. T. A. 

“ Barriovtec, baptizing.—There are various ends 
of baptism: 1. According to the nature of a sacrament, 
it visibly teaches invisible things; that is, the wash- 
ing us from all our pollutions by the blood of Christ, 
and by the cleansing of grace: Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 2. 
According to the nature of a sacrament, it isa seal of 
Divine truth. So circumcision is called, Rom. iv. 11, 
And he received the sign of circumcision, the seat of 
the righteousness of faith, &c. So the Jews, when 
they circumcised their children, gave this very title to 
circumcision. The words used when a child was cir- 
cumcised, you have in their Talmud. Among other 
things, he who is to bless the action, says thus: 
‘Blessed be he who sanctified him that was beloved 
from the womb, and set a sign in his flesh, and sealed 
his children with the sign of the holy covenant,’ &c. 
Hieros. Berac. fol. 13. But in what sense are sacra- 
ments to be called seals? Not that they seal (or 
confirm) to the receiver his righteousness; but that 
they seal the Divine truth of the covenant and promise. 
Thus the apostle calls circumcision, the seal of the 
righteousness of faith: that is, it is the seal of this 
truth and doctrine, that justification is by faith, which 
justice Abraham had when he was yet uncircumcised. 
And this is the way whereby sacraments confirm faith ; 
namely, because they doctrinally exhibit the invisible 
things of the covenant; and like seals, so, by Divine 
appointment, szgn the doctrine and truth of the cove- 
nant. 3. According to the nature of a sacrament, it 
obliges the receivers to the terms of the covenant ; 
for as the covenant itself is of mutual obligation be- 
tween G‘od and man, so the sacraments, the seals of 
the covenant, are of like obligation. 4. According to 
its nature, it is introductory to the visible Church. 
5. It is a distinguishing sign between a Christian and 
no Christian, namely, between those who acknowledge 
and profess Christ, and Jews, Turks, and Pagans, 
who do not acknowledge him. Madyrevoate ravta 
ta edvn Bantilovtec—Disciple all nations, baptizing, 
&c. When they are under baptism, they are no 
longer under heathenism ; and this sacrament puts a 
difference between those who are under the disciple- 
ship of Christ, and those who are not. And 6. Bap- 
tism also brings its privileges along with it; while it 
opens the way to a partaking of holy things in the 
Church, and places the baptized within the Church, 
over which God exercises 2 more singular providence 
than over those who are out of the Church. 

“ And now, from what has been said, let us argue 
a little farther in behalf of infant baptism. 
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infants, therefore they are not to be baptized :—I 
answer, It is not forbidden to baptize infants, there 

fore they are to be baptized. And the reason is plaiv 

for when pedo-baptism in the Jewish Church was so 
known, usual, and frequent in the admission of pro 
selytes, that nothing almost was more known, usual, 
and frequent; there was no need to strengthen it 
with any precept, when baptism was now passed into 
an evangelical sacrament. For Christ took baptism 
into his hands, and into evangelical use, as he found 
it; this only added, that he might promote it to a 
worthier end and a larger use. The whole nation 
knew well enough that little children used to be bap- 
tized; there was no need of a precept for that, which 
had ever by common use prevailed. If a royal pro- 
clamation should now issue forth in these words, Leé 
every one resort on the Lord’s day to the public assem- 
bly in the church; certainly he would be mad, who in 
times to come should argue hence, that prayers, ser- 
mons, and singing of psalms, were not to be cele- 
brated on the Lord’s day in the public assemblies, be- 
cause there is no mention of them in the proclamation. 
For the proclamation provided for the celebration of 
the Lord’s day in the public assemblies in general ; but 
there was no need to make mention of the particular 
kinds of the Divine worship to be celebrated there, 
when they were always and every where well known, 
and in daily use, before the publishing of the procla- 
mation, and when it was published. ‘The case is the 
very same in baptism. On the other hand, therefore, 
there was need of a plain and open prohibition that 
infants and little children should not be baptized, if 
our Lord would not have had them baptized. For 
since it was most common, in all preceding ages, that 
little children should be baptized, if Christ had been 
minded to have that custom abolished, he would have 
openly forbidden it. Therefore his silence, and the 
silence of the Scripture in this matter, confirms pedo- 
baptism, and continues it to all ages. 

“J. Baptism, as a sacrament, is a seal of the 
covenant. And why, I pray, may not this seal be set 
on infants? The seal of Divine truth has sometimes 
been set upon inanimate things, and that by God’s 
appointment. The dow in the cloud is a seal of the 
covenant. The law engraven on the altar, Josh. viii. 
was a seal of the covenant. The blood sprinkled on 
the twelve pillars, which were set up to represent the 
twelve tribes, was a seal and bond of the covenant, 
Exod. xxiv. And now tell me, Why are not infants 
capable in like manner of sucha sealing? ‘They were 
capable heretofore of circumcision, and our infants 
have an equal capacity. The sacrament does not 
lose this its end, through the <ndisposition of the re- 
ceiver: Peter and Paul, apostles, were baptized. 
Their baptism, according to its nature, sealed to them 
the truth of God in his promises, concerning the 
washing away of sins, &c., and they from this doc- 
trinal virtue of the sacrament received confirmaticn 
of their faith. So also Judas and Simon Magus, 
hypocrites, wicked men, were baptized. Did not 
their baptism, according to the nature of it, seal this 
doctrine and truth, that there was a washing away of 
sins? It did not indeed seal the thing itself to them 


“To the objection, It 1s not commanded to baptize nor was it at all a sign to them of the washing away 
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of their sins: but baptism does of itself seal this doc- 
trine. You will grant that this axiom is most true : 
Abraham received the sign of circumcision, the seal 
of the righteousness of faith. And is not this equally 
true, Esau, Ahab, Ahaz, received the sign of circum- 
cision, the seal of the righteousness of faith? Is not 
circumcision the same to all? Did not circumcision, 
to whomsoever it was administered, szgn and seal this 
truth, that there was a righteousness of faith? The 
sacrament has a sealing virtue in itself, which does 
not depend on the disposition of the recewwer. 

“TI. Baprism, as a sacrament, is an obligation. But 
now infants are capable of being obliged. Heirs are 
sometimes obliged by their parents, though they are 
not yet born: see Deut. xxix. 11,15. For that to 
which any one-is obliged obtains a right to oblige, 
ex e@quitate rei, from the equity of the thing, and not 
ex captu obligati, from the apprehension of the person 
obliged. The law is imposed upon all, under this 
penalty, ‘Cursed be every one that doth not continue 
in all,’ &c. It is ill arguing from hence, that a man 
has power to perform the law; but the equity of the 
thing itself is very well argued hence. Our duty 
obliges us to do every thing which the law commands, 
but we cannot [without Divine help] perform the least 
tittle of it. 

“ TIT. An infant is capable of privileges, as well as 
an old man (and baptism is privilegial.) An infant 
has been crowned ding in his cradle—an infant may 
be made free, who is born a slave. The Gemarists 
speak very well in this matter. Rab. Honna says, 
They baptize an infant proselyte by the command of 
the bench. Upon what is this grounded2 On this, 
that baptism becomes a privilege to him. And they 
may endow an absent person with a privilege: or they 
may bestow a privilege upon one, though he be igno- 
rant of it.—Bab. Chetub. fol. 11. ‘Tell me, then, 
why an infant is not capable of being brought into the 
visible Church, and receiving the distinguishing sign 
between a Christian and a heathen, as well asa grown 
person?” See Lightfoot’s Hore Hebraice, in Matt. 
ill. and Xxviii. 

The following observations on the subject are from 
a highly intelligent and learned friend. 


“T presume the substance of the argument respect- 
ing infant baptism, pro and con, is fairly epitomized 
by Doddridge in his Lectures, cliii., iv.,v. Doubtless, 
much can be said for it on the principles he has laid 
down ; and he has of course given all which had been 
adduced on the subject. Yet, after all, he himself 
seems scarcely satisfied. His corollary is remark- 
able :—‘ Since there is so great an obscurity on the 
question, and so many considerable things may be 
advanced on both sides, it is certainly very reasonable 
that Christians, whose persuasions relating to infant 
baptism are different, should maintain mutual candour 
towards each other, and avoid all severe and unkind 
censures on account of such difference.’ 

“This was, at all events, good advice; and worthy 
of the amiable man who gave it. But it would be 
most desirable that this long-agitated question could 
be brought to a more certain issue. Constituted as 


ST. MARK. 


and importance of baptism. 


obstruct coalescence of affection. To investigate truth, 
therefore, even in its most speculative forms, provided 
it be done soberly and dispassionately, is at least to” 
subserve the cause of charity. 

“In addition to the arguments which Doddridge 
has enumerated on the side of infant baptism, I 
would put this question :—If infant baptism had not 
been in use in those Churches over which Timothy 
and Titus presided, must there not have existed, by 
the time at which the epistles to those two pastors 
were written, a considerable class of persons, neither 
wholly out of nor yet properly in the Church—a class 
whose very peculiar and very important circumstances 
and characters would have demanded distinct recog- 
nition? They would have been eminently the spes 
gregis, and, by necessary consequence, would have 
needed to be watched over with special superin- 
tendence. 

“« When, therefore, amid the recognitions of old men, 
old women, young women, young men, children, pa- 
rents, servants, masters, the rich, the friendly, the 
unfriendly, the heretical, there is not the most shadowy 
intimation of such a class as deferred baptism necessa- 
rily supposes, (that is, of young aspirants, already 
bound to the Church in affection, and entitled to more 
tender care than even the actually initiated,) what 
stronger evidence could we have, that no such class 
existed? If it had existed, self-evidently it must have 
been adverted to; it is not adverted to; therefore it 
did not exist. 

“ But this is not all. They who must have com- 
posed this class, had it existed, are expressly and 
repeatedly mentioned. But where! In the actual 
survey of the Church. As the vigilant eye of the 
apostle of the Gentiles passes along the line of the 
faithful, both at Ephesus and Colosse, he finds and 
addresses the infant members of the body. There is 
no shade of difference indicated. They come in, as 
complete compeers, with the classes which precede 
and follow. Included thus in the Church, without the 
slightest note of distinction, what can be more evident 
than that they made a part of the Church in the mind 
of the includer ? 

“Once more. Let the address of St. Paul to the 
Ephesian children be especially noted. Children, says 
he, obey your parents, ev Kvpw. How could they 
obey ev Kupw, if they themselves were not ev Kupiw 2 
In every instance, this expression marks incorporation 
into the Christian body. For example, when St. Paul 
distinguishes those of the family of Narcissus, who 
were Christians, his language is: tTovg ovtacg EN 
KYPIQ. In like manner, Onesimus, the reconciled 
servant of Philemon, was, in consequence of his con- 
version, to be doubly dear to his master ev capxe Kat 
EN KYPIQ: ev capx:, from having been formerly do- 
mesticated with Philemon ; ev Kupiq, as being now his 
fellow Christian. The equivalent expression, ev Xpiorw, 
occurs in the same sense, in St. Paul’s salutation of 
Andronicus and Ireneus, (Rom. xvi. 7,) Of kau po 
gov yeyovaoty EN XPISTQ, who also were 1N Curist 
before me. 

“Respecting the age of the persons designated 
(Ephes. vi. 1, &c.) by the term ra rexva, there can be 


man is, dissonance of mind will ever more or less|no question; as a subsequent verse distinctly states 
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them to be such children as were subjects of discipline 
and mental institution—ravdeca kar vovSecta. But it 
must not escape attention, how exactly the sequel of 
the apostle’s address accords with the commencement; 
the injunction being given as to those in express cove- 
nant. ‘Honour thy father and thy mother—for this 
is the first commandment with promise.’ Had those 
addressed been out of the Christian pale, this language 
would have been inapplicable. In that case they would 
have been amyAdAotpiopevoe tye roAttevac Tov lopanaA— 
therefore not within the range of the Divine command- 
ment; and Sevor trav diadnxwv tne emayyedva¢—conse- 
quently not warranted to assume an interest in the 
promise. As, then, even the pressing of the sacred 
injunction supposes the persons on whom it is urged 
to be cvurodita tov aywov, fellow citizens with the 
saints, their acknowledged interest in the promise 
proves them ockevor tow Oeov, of the household of God. 
Eph. ti. 12, 19. I cannot therefore but conclude that 
this. single passage, if even it stood alone, ought to set 
the tedious and troublesome controversy, respecting 
infant baptism, for ever at rest. 

“There is another point relative to this long-agita- 
ted question, which also I think the Scripture has 
anticipated and settled—I mean, immersion. Some 
think baptism by spPRINKLING a contradiction. St. 
Paul, however, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2, did not think so. After 
telling us, that of matepec—navtec tro thy vedednv 
noav, Kas tavtec dca the Vadhaoonce dinddov, all our 
fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea; he adds, with equal reference to the former 
as to the latter, xac mavtec ev¢ Tov Mwony eBarticayto ev 
T™ vegeAy Kat ev ty BYadacoyn, and were all baptized 
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 'The question 
then is, How were they baptized in the cloud? Not, 
surely, by immersion, for they were ‘YIIO tyv vegeanv, 
unpDER the cloud. It could therefore be only by asper- 
sion; this, and this alone, being the natural action of 
a cloud. All clouds are condensations of vapour ; and 
that the mysterious cloud here referred to had the 
natural properties of 2 common cloud, appears from 
the specified purpose to which it was applied: ‘ He 
spread a cloud for a covering, —ad estu sive ardore 
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and importance of baptism 


sols, says Pool. St. Paul therefore clearly spoke of 
‘being baptized in the cloud,’ with a direct eye to the 
moisture which it contained. In this view, the thought 
is strictly just: in any other view, it would be unintel- 
ligible. It follows, then, that, St. Paul being the judge, 
to be sprinkled is to be baptized, no less than to be 
ummersed is to be baptized. 

“ Why should we doubt that this was said by St. 
Paul, for the express purpose of providing means for 
terminating, in its proper time, a vexatious dispute ? 
I am persuaded that, when the apostle was taken to 
the third heaven, he saw, from that elevation, the whole 
series of the Church’s progress, from his own time until 
the glorious avakepadatworc, of which he himself speaks, 
(Eph. i. 10,) and that, unless we take this extension 
of view into the account, we cannot fully, perhaps not 
at all, fathom the depth of his writings.” 

; ALEXANDER Knox. 

Dublin, Nov., 1812. 


It is easy to carry things to extremes on the right 
hand and on the left. In the controversy, to which 
there is a very gentle reference in the preceding obser- 
vations, there has been much asperity on all sides. It 
is high time this were ended. To say that water 
baptism is nothing, because a baptism of the Spirit 
is promised, is not correct. Baptism, howsoever ad- 
ministered, is a most important rite in the Church of 
Christ. To say that sprinkling or aspersion is no 
Gospel baptism, is as incorrect as to say wnmersion 
is none. Such assertions are as wnchristian as they 
are uncharitable, and should be carefully avoided by 
all those who wish to promote the great design of the 
Gospel—glory to God, and peace and good will among 
men. Lastly, to assert that infant baptism is unscrip- 
tural, is as rash and reprehensible as any of the rest. 
Myriads of conscientious people choose to dedicate 
their infants to God, by public baptism. 'They are in 
the r1igHT !—and, by acting thus, follow the general 
practice both of the Jewish and Christian Church—a 
practice from which it is as needless as it is danger- 
ous to depart. 

Lonpon, Nov. 22, 1812. 
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PREFACE TO THE GOSPEL 


ACCORDING TO 


ST LUKE: 


WITH A SHORT ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE. 


[HERE is little certain known of this evangelist: from what is spoken in the Scriptures, and by the best 
informed of the primitive fathers, the following probable account is collected :— 

Luke was, according to Dr. Lardner, a Jew by birth, and an early convert to Christianity ; but Michaelis 
thinks he was a Gentile, and brings Col. iv. 10, 11, 14, in proof, where St. Paul distinguished Aristarchus, 
Marcus, and Jesus, who was called Justus, from Epaphras, Lucas, and Demas, who were of the circumcision, 
i. e. Jews. Some think he was one of our Lord’s seventy disciples. It is worthy of remark that he is the 
only evangelist who mentions the commission given by Christ to the seventy, chap. x. 1-20. It is likely he 
is the Lucius mentioned Rom. xvi. 21, and if so he was related to the Apostle Paul, and that it is the same 
Lucius of Cyrene who is mentioned Acts xiii. 1, and in general with others, Acts xi. 20. Some of the 
ancients, and some of the most learned and judicious among the moderns, think he was one of the two whom 
our Lord met on the way to Emmaus on the day of his resurrection, as related Luke xxiv. 13-35; one of 
these was called Cleopas, ver. 18, the other is not mentioned, the evangelist, himself, being the person and 
the relator. , 

St. Paul styles him his fellow-labourer, Philem. ver. 24. It is -barely probable that he is the person 
mentioned, Col. iv. 14, Luke, the beloved physician. All the ancients of repute, such as Eusebius, Gregory 
Nyssen, Jerome, Paulinus, Euthalius, Huthymius, and others, agree that he was a physician, but where he 
was born, and where he exercised the duties of his profession, are not known. Many moderns have attributed 
to him the most profound skill in the science of painting, and that he made some pictures of the Virgin Mary. 
This is justly esteemed fabulous; nor is this science attributed to him by any writer previously to Nicephorus 
Callisti, in the fourteenth century, an author who scarcely deserves any credit, especially in relations not 
confirmed by others. 

He accompanied St. Paul when he first went into Macedonia, Acts xvi. 8-40, xx., xxvii., and xxviii. 
Whether he went with him constantly afterwards is not certain; but it is evident he accompanied him from 
Greece through Macedonia and Asia to Jerusalem, where he is supposed to have collected many particulars 
of the evangelic history: from Jerusalem he went with Paul to Rome, where he stayed with him the two years 
of his imprisonment in that city. This alone makes out the space of five years, and upwards. It is probable 
that he left St. Paul when he was set at liberty, and that he then went into Greece, where he finished and 
published this Gospel, and the book of the Acts, which he dedicated to Theophilus, an honourable Christian 
friend of his in that country. It is supposed that he died in peace about the eightieth or eighty-fourth year 
of his age. Some suppose he published this Gospel fifteen, others twenty-two years, after the ascension of 
Christ. 


See much on this subject in Lardner, Works, vol. vi. p. 104, &c., and in Michaelis’s Introduction to the 
New Testament. 

Some learned men think that Luke has borrowed considerably from St. Matthew : collate chap. iii. 7, 8, 
9, 16, 17, with Matt. iii. 7-12; also chap. v. 20-38, with Matt. ix. 2-17; also chap. vi. 1-5, with Matt. 
xii. 1-5 ; Luke vii. 22-28, with Matt. xi. 4-11; also chap. xii. 22-31, with Matt. vi. 25-33. It is 
allowed that there is considerable diversity in the order of time between St. Matthew and St. Luke, which is 
accounted for thus: Matthew deduces the facts related in his history in chronological order. Luke, on the 
contrary, appears to have paid little attention to this order, because he proposed to make a classification of 
events, referring each to its proper class, without paying any attention to chionological arrangement. 
critics divide this history into five distinct classes or sections, in the following manner :— 

352 1 


Some 


PREFACE TO THE GOSPEL OF 8T. LUKE. 


_ CLASS I. Comprehends all the details relative to the birth of Christ; with the preceding, concomitant, 
and immediately succeeding circumstances. Chap. i. and ii. 1-40. 

CLASS II. Contains a description of our Lord’s infancy and bringing up; his visit to the temple when 
twelve years of age; and his going down to Nazareth and continuing under the government of his parents. 
Chap. ii. 41-52. ; 

CLASS III. Contains the account of the preaching of John Baptist, and his success; the baptism of 
Christ, and his genealogy. Chap. iii. 

CLASS IV. Comprehends the account of all our Lord’s transactions in Galilee, for the whole three years 
of his ministry, from chap. iv. to chap. ix. 1-50. This seems evident: for as soon as Luke had given the 
account of our Lord’s temptation in the desert, chap. iv. 1-13, he represents him as immediately returning in 
the power of the Spirit into Galilee, ver. 14; mentions Nazareth, ver. 16; Capernaum, ver. 31; and the 
lake of Galilee, chap. vy. ver. 1; and thus, to chap. ix. 50, goes on to describe the preaching, miracles, &c.. 
of our Lord in Galilee. 

CLASS Y. and last, commences at chap. ix. ver. 51, where the evangelist gives an account of our Lord’s 
last journey to Jerusalem: therefore this class contains, not only all the transactions of our Lord from that 
time to his crucifixion, but also, the account of his resurrection, his commission to his apostles, and his 
ascension to heaven. Chap. ix. 51, to chap. xxiv. 53, inclusive. 

A plan similar to this has been followed by Suetonius, in his life of Augustus: he does not produce his 
facts in chronological order, but classifies them, as he himself professes, cap..12, giving an account of all his 
wars, honours, legislative acts, discipline, domestic life, &c., &c. Marruew, therefore, is to be consulted for 
the correct arrangement of facts in chronological order: Luke, for a classification of facts and events, without 
any attention to the order of time in which they occurred. Many eminent historians have conducted their 
narratives in the same way. See Rosenmuller. It must not, however, be forgotten, that this evangelist 
gives us some very valuable chronological data in several parts of the three first chapters. These shall be 
noticed in their proper places. 
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THE GOSPEL 


ACCORDING TO 


Sie: wD iptsve seley rt ort KK sity alive 


Usherian year of the World, 3999.—Alexandrian year of the World, 5497.—Antiochian year of the World, 
5487.—Constantinopolitan Aira of the World, 5503.—Rabbinical year of the World, 3754.—Year of the 
Julian Period, 4708.—A&ra of the Seleucide, 307.—Year before the Christian Ara, 6.—Year of the 
CXCII. Olympiad, 3.—Year of the building of Rome, 748.—Year of the Julian Aira, 41.—Year of the 
Cesarean Afra of Antioch, 44.—Year of the Spanish Avra, 34.—Year of the Paschal Cycle or Dionysian 
Period, 529.—Year of the Christian Lunar Cycle, or Golden Number, 15.—Year of the Rabbinical Lunar 
Cycle, 12.—Year of the Solar Cycle, 4.—Dominical Letter, C_—Hpact, 4.—Year of the Emperor Au- 
gustus, 25.—Consuls, D. Lelius Balbus, and C. Antistius Vetus, from January 1 to July 1; and Imp. C. 
Julius Cesar Octay. Augustus XII. and L. Cornelius Sulla, for the remainder of the year. The reason 
why two sets of Consuls appear in this Chronology is this: the Consuls were changed every year in July, 
therefore, taking in the whole year, four Consuls necessarily appear: ¢wa for the first six months, and two 


for the latter half of the year. 


CHAPTER I. 


The preface, or St. Luke’s private epistle to Theophilus, 1-4. 
Zacharias doubts, 18. 


foretold by the angel Gabriel, 5-17. 
till the accomplishment of the prediction, 19-25. 


Virgin Mary, and predicts the miraculous conception and birth of Christ, 26-38. 
Mary’s song of exultation and praise, 46-56. 
The prophetic song of his father Zacharias, 67-79. 


Elisabeth, 39-45. 


ya ee FoORASMUCH as many have 
cir. Olymp. taken in hand to set forth in 


order *a declaration of those things 
which are most surely believed among us, 


4 Acts i.3; 1 Thess. i.5; 1 Pet. ii. 12-——» Heb. u. 3; 1 Pet. 


NOTES ON CHAP. I. 

Verse 1. Many have taken in hand] Great and re- 
markable characters have always many biographers. 
So it appears it was with our Lord: but as most of 
these accounts were inaccurate, recording as facts 
things which had not happened; and through igno- 
rance or design mistaking others, especially in the 
place where St. Luke wrote ; it seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit to inspire this holy man with the most 
correct knowledge of the whole history of our Lord’s 
birth, preaching, miracles, sufferings, death, resurrec- 
tion, and ascension, that the sincere, upright followers 
of God might have a sure foundation, on which they 
might safely build their faith. See the note on chap. 
ix. 10. 

Most surely believed among us] Facts confirmed by 
the fullest evidence—rtov rexAnpodopnuevav Tpayuatav. 
Every thing that had been done or said by Jesus 
Christ was so public, so plain, and so accredited by 
thousands of witnesses, who coyld have had no in- 
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The conception and birth of John Baptist 
And the angel declares he shall be dumb, 
Six months after the angel Gabriel appears to the 
Mary visits her cousin 
John the Baptist 1s born, 57-66. 
John is educated in the desert, 80. 


2 > Even as they delivered them 4,™M. cir. 4051. 
é ; A. D. cir. 47. 
unto us, which ° from the begin- cir, Olyap. 


ning were eye-witnesses, and 
ministers of the word ; 


Vis 2 Pet. 163d Johnna 1: 


© Mark i. 1; John xv. 27. 


terest in supporting an imposture, as to carry the 
fullest conviction, to the hearts of those who heard and 
saw him, of the divinity of his doctrine, and the truth 
of his mzracles. 

Verse 2. Even as they delivered them unto us, 
which from the beginning were eye-witnesses] Pro- 
bably this alludes to the Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark, which it is likely were written before St. Luke 
wrote his, and on the models of which he professes to 
write his own; and am apync, from the beginning, 
must mean, from the time that Christ first began to 
proclaim the glad tidings of the kingdom ; and avrorraz, 
eye-witnesses, must necessarily signify, those who had 
been with him from the beginning, and consequently 
had the best opportunities of knowing the truth of 
every fact. 

Ministers of the word] Tov Aoyov. Some suppose 
that our blessed Lord is meant by this phrase; as 
6 Aoyoc, the Word or Logos, is his essential character 


jin John i. 1, &e. ; but it does not appear that any of 
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St. Luke's preface. 


A.M. cir. 4051, a 
‘A Deir 47, 3 It seemed good to me also, 
cir. Olymp. having had perfect understanding 


of all things from the very first, 
to write unto thee ¢ in order, ‘most excellent 
Theophilus, 

4 ® That thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 


CHAP..T. 


Of Zacharias and Elisabeth 


5 HERE was, * in the days of eon 
Herod, the king of Judea, An. Olymp. 
; : CXCIIL 3. 
a certain priest named Zacharias, 
‘of the course of Abiah: and his wife was of 
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elisabeth. 
6 And they were both righteous before 


4 Acts xv. 19, 25, 28; 1 Cor. vii. 40.—® Acts xi. 4. 


f f Acts 
Ty 


£ John xx. 31.—b Matt. ii. 1——i1 Chron. xxiv. 10, 19; 


the inspired penmen ever use the word in this sense 
except John himself; for here it certainly means the 
doctrine of Christ; and in this sense Aoyoc is fre- 
quently used both by the evangelists and apostles. 

Verse 3. Having had perfect understanding] Tapy- 
xodovdyKote avoter, Having accurately traced up— 
entered into the very spirit of the work, and examined 
every thing to the bottom; in consequence of which 
investigation, 1 am completely convinced of the truth 
of the whole. ‘Though God gives his Holy Spirit to 
all them who ask him, yet this gift was never designed 
to set aside the use of those faculties with which he 
has already endued the soul, and which are as truly 
his gifts as the Holy Spirit itself is. The nature of 
inspiration, in the case of St. Luke, we at once dis- 
cover: he set himself, by impartial inquiry and dili- 
gent investigation, to find the whole truth, and to 
relate nothing but the truth; and the Spirit of God 
presided over and directed his inquiries, so that he dis- 
covered the whole truth, and was preserved from every 
particle of error. 

From the very first] Avotev, from their origin. 
Some think ave’ev should, in this place, be translated 
from above ; and that it refers to the inspiration by 
which St. Luke wrote. I prefer our translation, or, 
from the origin, which several good critics contend 
for, and which meaning it has in some of the best 
Greek writers. See Kypke. 

Theophilus! As the literal import of this word is 
friend of God, Qcov d1A0¢, some have supposed that 
under this name Luke comprised all the followers of 
Christ, to whom, as friends of God, he dedicated this 
faithful history of the life, doctrine, death, and resur- 
rection of our Lord. But this interpretation appears 
to have little solidity in it; for, if all the followers of 
Christ are addressed, why is the singular number 
used? and what good end could there be accomplished 
by using a feigned name? Besides, xpatise, most ex- 
cellent, could never be applied in this way, for it evi- 
dently designates a particular person, and one probably 
distinguished by his situation in life ; though this does 
not necessarily follow from the title, which was often 
given in the way of friendship. Theophilus appears 
to have been some very reputable Greek or Roman, 
who was one of St. Luke’s disciples. The first four 
verses seem a private epistle, sent by the evangelist 
with this history, which, having been carefully pre- 
served by Theophilus, was afterwards found and pub- 
lished with this Gospel. 

Verse 4. Wherein thou hast been instructed.] Katn- 
xnSnc—In which thou hast been catechized. It ap- 
pears that Theophilus had already received the first 
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Neh. xii. 4, 17. «Gen. vil. 1; xvii. 1; 1 Kings ix. 4; 2 Kings 
xx, o; Job. 13 Acts xxi, Us cxivs l6es Phil) mee: 


elements of the Christian doctrine, but had not as yet 
been completely grounded in them. That he might 
know the certainty of the things in which he had been 
thus catechized, by having all the facts and their 
proofs brought before him in order, the evangelist sent 
him this faithful and Divinely imspired narrative. 
Those who content themselves with that knowledge 
of the doctrines of Christ which they receive from 
catechisms and schoolmasters, however important these 
elementary instructions may be, are never likely to 
arrive at such a knowledge of the truth as will make 
them wise unto salvation, or fortify them against the 
attacks of infidelity and irreligion. Every man should 
labour to acquire the most correct knowledge, and in- 
dubitable certainty, of those doctrines on which he 
stakes his eternal salvation. Some suppose that St. 
Luke refers here to the imperfect instruction which 
Theophilus had received from the defective Gospels 
to which he refers in verse 1. 

Verse 5. In the days of Herod, the king| This was 
Herod, surnamed the Great, the son of Antipater, an 
Idumean by birth, who had professed himself a prose- 
lyte to the Jewish religion, but regarded no religion, 
farther than it promoted his secular interests and am- 
bition. Thus, for the first time, the throne of Judah 
was filled by a person not of Jewish extraction, who 
had been forced upon the people by the Roman govern- 
ment. Hence it appears plain that the prophecy of 
Jacob, Gen. xlix. 10, was now fulfilled ; for the sceptre 
had departed from Judah: and now was the time, 
according to another prophecy, to look for the governor 
from Bethlehem, who should rule and feed the people 
of Israel: Mic. v. 1,2. See a large account of the 
family of the Herods, in the note on Matt. ii. 1. This 
was before Christ six years. 

The course of Abiah]| When the sacerdotal families 
grew very numerous, so that all could not officiate 
together at the tabernacle, David divided them into 
twenty-four classes, that they might minister by turns, 
1 Chron. xxiv. 1, &c., each family serving a whole 
week, 2 Kings xi. 7; 2 Chron. xxiii. 8. Adiah was 
the eighth in the order in which they had been ori- 
ginally established: 1 Chron. xxiv. 10. These dates 
and persons are particularly mentioned as a full con- 
firmation of the truth of the facts themselves; be- 
cause any person, at the time this Gospel was written, 
might have satisfied himself by applying to the family 
of John the Baptist, the family of our Lord, or the 
surrounding neighbours. What a full proof of the 
Gospel history! It was published immediately after 
the time in which these facts took place; and among 
the very people, thousands of whom had been eye- 
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Account of Zacharias 


A: M3999. God, walking in all the command- 
An. Olymp. ments and ordinances of the Lord 
GXGUL.3: 
————_ blameless) 

7 And they had no child, because that Eli- 
sabeth was barren; and they both were now 
well stricken im years. 

8 And it came to pass, that while he exe- 
cuted the pricst’s office before God, ‘in the 


order of his course, 


11 Chron. xxiv. 19; 2 Chron. viii. 14; xxxi. 2——m™ Exod. 
xxx. 7, 8; 1 Sam. i. 28; 1 Chronicles xxiii, 13; 2 Chron. 


witnesses of them; and among those, too, whose 
essential interest it was to have discredited them if 
they could; and yet, in all that age, in which only 
they could have been contradicted with advantage, no 
man ever arose to call them in question! What an 
absolute proof was this that the thing was impossible ; 
and that the trath of the Gospel history was acknow- 
ledged by all who paid any attention to the evidences 
it produced ! 

Of the daughters of Aaron] hat is, she was of one 
of the sacerdotal families. This shows that John was 
most nobly descended : his father was a priest and his 
mother the daughter of a priest; and thus, both by 
father and mother, he descended from the family of 
Amram, of whom came Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, 
the most illustrious characters in the whole Jewish 
history. 

Verse 6. They were both righteous) Upright and 
holy in all their outward conduct in civil life. 

Before God] Possessing the spirit of the religion 
they professed ; exercising themselves constantly in the 
presence of their Maker, whose eye, they knew, was 
upon all their conduct, and who examined all their mo- 
tives, 

Walking in all the commandments 
of the Lord blameless.| None being able to lay any 
evil to their charge. They were as exemplary and 
conscientious in the discharge of their religious du- 
ties as they were in the discharge of the offices of 
civil life. What a sacred pair! they made their duty 
to God, to their neighbour, and to themselves, walk 
constantly hand in hand. See the note on Matt. iii. 15. 
Perhaps evtoAat, commandments, may here mean the 
decalogue ; and dvkatopara, ordinances, the ceremonial 
and judicial laws which were delivered after the deca- 
logue: as all the precepts delivered from Exod. xxi. 
to xxiv. are termed dixatwuara, judgments or ordinances. 

Verse 7. Both were now well stricken in years.] 
By the order of God, sterility and old age both met 
in the person of Elisabeth, to render the birth of a son 
(humanly speaking) impossible. This was an exact 
parallel to the case of Sarah and Abraham, Gen, xi. 
30; xvil. 17. Christ must (by the miraculous power 
of God) be born of a virgin: whatever was connected 
with, or referred to, his incarnation must be miraculous 
and impressive. Isaac was his grand type, and there- 
fore must be born miraculously—contrary to the com- 
mon course and rule of nature: Abraham was a hun- 
dred years of age, Sarah was minety, Gen. xvii. 17, 
and it had cease to be with Sarah arvER THN MAN- 
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and ordinances 


ST. LUKE. 


and his wife Elisabeth. 


A.M. 3999. 
B. C. 6. 
An. Olymp. 
CXCIIL. 3. 


9 According to the custom of the 
priest’s office, his lot was ™ to burn 
incense when he went into the tem- 
ple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the people 
were praying without at the time of incense. 

11 And there appeared unto him an angel 
of the Lord, standing on the right side of ° the 
altar of incense. 


° Exodus 


xxix. 11.——® Leviticus xvi. 17; Rev. viii. 3, 4. 
0.0.0 GID 


NER OF womEN, Gen. xviil. 11, and therefore, from 
her age and state, the birth of a child must, according 
to nature, have been impossible ; and it was thus, that 
it might be miraculous. John the Baptist was to be 
the forerunner of Christ; his birth, like that of Isaac, 
must be miraculous, because, like the other, it was to 
be a representation of the birth of Christ; therefore 
his parents were both far advanced in years, and be- 
sides, Elisabeth was naturally barren. The birth of 
these three extraordinaty persons was announced nearly 
in the same way. God himself foretells the birth of 
Isaac, Gen. xvii. 16. The angel of the Lord an- 
nounces the birth of John the Baptist, Luke i. 13; 
and six months after, the angel Gabriel, the same 
angel, proclaims to Mary the birth of Christ! Man 
is naturally an inconsiderate and incredulous creature : 
he must have extraordinary things to arrest and fix his 
attention; and he requires well-attested miracles from 
God, to bespeak and confirm his faith. Every person 
who has properly considered the nature of man must 
see that the whole of natural religion, so termed, is 
little else than a disbelief of all religion. 

Verse 8. Before God] In the temple, where God 
used to manifest his presence, though long before this 
time he had forsaken it; yet, on this important occa- 
sion, the angel of his presence had visited it. 

Verse 9. His lot was, &c.| We are informed in 
the Talmud, that it was the custom of the priests to 
divide the different functions of the sacerdotal office 
among themselves by Jot: and, in this case, the de- 
cision of the Jot was, that Zacharias should at that 
time burn the incense before the Lord, in the holy 
place. 

Verse 10. The whole multitude—were praying] The 
incense was itself an emblem of the prayers and 
praises of the people of God: see Psa. exli. 2; Rev. 
viii. 1. While, therefore, the rite is performing by the 
priest, the people are employed in the thing signified. 
Happy the people who attend to the spzrit as well as 
the letter of every Divine institution! Incense was 
burnt twice a day in the temple, in the morning and in 
the evening, Exod. xxx. 7, 8; but the evangelist does 
not specify the time of the day in which this trans- 
action took place. It was probably in the morning. 

Verse 11. There appeared—an angel of the Lord] 
There had been neither prophecy nor angelic ministry 
vouchsafed to this people for about 400 years. But 
now, as the Sun of righteousness is about to arise upon 
them, the day-spring from on high visits them, that 
they may be prepared for that kingdom of God which 
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An angel fortells the 


As M3099. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, 
An. Olymp. Phe was troubled, and fear fell 


CXCIIL 3. : 
upon him. 


13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, 
Zacharias : for thy prayer is heard; and thy 
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and % thou 
shalt call his name John. 


CHAP. ‘Ty: 


birth of John the Bapttst. 


14 And thou shalt have joy and 4,M-3999. 
gladness ; and * many shall rejoice An. Olymp. 
J 2 CXCIII. 3. 

at his birth. ——— 
15 For he shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord, and § shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink ; and he shall be filled with the Holy 


Ghost, t even from his mother’s womb. 


P Judg. vi. 22; xiii. 22; Dan. x. 8; ver. 29; chap. ii. 9; Acts 
x. 4; Rey. i. 17. 4 Ver. 60, 63. 


Ver. 58.—*s Num. vi. 3; Judg. xiii. 4; chap. vii. 33+ Jer. 
ios Galvani: 


was at hand. Every circumstance here is worthy of 
remark: 1. That an angel should now appear, as such 
a favour had not been granted for 400 years. 2, The 
person to whom this angel was sent—one of the priesis. 
The sacerdotal office itself pointed out the Son of God 
till he came: by him it was to be completed, and in him 
it was to be eternally established :— Thou art a priest 
for ever, Psa. ex. 4. 3. The place in which the angel 
appeared—Jerusalem ; out of which the word of the 
Lord should go forth, Isa. ii. 3, and not at Hebron, in 
the hill country of Judea, where Zacharias lived, ver. 
39, which was the ordinary residence of the priests, 
Josh. xxi. 11, where there could have. been few wit- 
nesses of this interposition of God, and the effects pro- 
duced by it. 4. The place where he was when the 
angel appeared to him— in the temple, which was the 
place where God was to be sought; the place of his 
residence, and a type of the human nature of the 
blessed Jesus, John ii. 21. 5. The t2me in which this 
was done—the solemn hour of public prayer. God 
has always promised to be present with those who call 
upon him. When the people and the priest go hand 
in hand, and heart with heart, to the house of God, 
the angel of his presence shall surely accompany them, 
and God shall appear among them. 6. The employ- 
ment of Zacharias when the angel appeared—he was 
burning incense, one of the most sacred and myste- 
rious functions of the Levitical priesthood, and which 
typified the intercession of Christ: confer Heb. vii. 
25, with chap. ix. 24. 7. The dong continued and 
publicly known dumbness of the priest, who doubted the 
word thus miraculously sent to him from the Lord: a 
solemn intimation of what God would do to all those 
who would not believe in the Lord Jesus. Every 
mouth shall be stopped. 

Verse 12. Zacharias—was troubled| Or, confounded 
at his sudden and unexpected appearance; and fear 
fell upon him, lest this heavenly messenger were come 
to denounce the judgments of God against a faithless 
and disobedient people, who had too long and too well 
merited them. 

Verse 13. Thy prayer is heard] This probably re- 
fers, 1st, to the frequent prayers which he had offered 
to God for a son; and 2dly, to those which he had 
offered for the deliverance and consolation of Israel. 
They are all heard—thou shalt have a son, and Israel 
shall be saved. If fervent faithful prayers be not im- 
mediately answered, they should not be considered as 
lost ; all such are heard by the Lord, are registered in 
heaven, and shall be answered in the most effectual 
way, and in the best time. Answers to prayer are to 
be received by faith ; but faith should not only accom- 
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pany prayer while offered on earth, but follow it all its 
way to the throne of grace, and stay with it before the 
throne till dismissed with its answer to the waiting soul. 

Thou shalt call his name John.| For the proper ex- 
position of this name, see on Mark i. 4. 

Verse 14. Thou shalt have joy, &c.] Eat yapa oor, 
He will be joy and gladness to thee. A child of prayer 
and faith is, likely to be a source of comfort to his 
parents. Were proper attention paid to this point, 
there would be fewer disobedient children in the world ; 
and the number of broken-hearted parents would be 
lessened. But what can be expected from the majority 
of matrimonial connections, connections begun without 
the fear of God, and carried on without his love. 

Many. shall rejoice at his birth.| He shall be the 
minister ef God for good to multitudes, who shall, 
through his preaching, be turned from the error of 
their ways, and converted to God their Saviour. 

Verse 15. He shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord| That is, before Jesus Christ, whose forerunner 
he shall be; or he shall be a truly great person, for 
so this form of speech may imply. 

Neither wine nor strong drink] Svuxepa, i. e. all fer- 
mented liquors which have the property of intoxicating, 
or producing drunkenness. ‘he original word ovkepa, 
sikera, comes from the Hebrew, 12” shakar, to ine- 
briate. ‘Any inebriating liquor,” says St. Jerome, 
(Epis. ad Nepot.) “is called sicera, whether made of 
corn, apples, honey, dates, or any other fruits.” One 
of the four prohibited liquors among the East Indian 
Moslimans is called sikkir. “ Sikkiris made by steeping 
fresh dates in water till they take effect in sweetening 
it: this liquor is abominable and unlawful.” Hepava, 
vol. iv. p. 158. Probably this is the very liquor re- 
ferred to in the text. In the Institutes of Menu it is 
said, “Inebriating liquor may be considered as of three 
principal sorts: that extracted from dregs of sugar, 
that extracted from bruised rice, and that extracted 
from the flowers of the madhuca: as one, so are all; 
they shall not be tasted by the chief of the twice-born.” 
Chap. xi. Inst. 95. Twice-born is used by the Brah- 
mins in the same sense as being born again is used 
by Christians. It signifies a spiritual regeneration. 
From this word comes our English term cyder, or 
sider, a beverage made of the fermented juice of ap. 
ples. See the note on Lev. x. 9. 

Shall be filled with the Holy Ghost] Shall be Di- 
vinely designated to this particular office, and qualified 
for it, from his mother’s womb—from. the instant of 
his birth. One MS., two versions, and four of the 
primitive fathers read ev ty KovAu@, IN the womb of 
his mother—intimating that even before he should be 
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The character of John 


A. M. 3999. u ; 
ie 16 * And many of the children of 


An. Olymp. Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
CXCIIL. 3. ; 
aoe, them God. 

17 ¥ And he shall go before him in the spirit 
and power of Elias, ¥ to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient * to 
the wisdom of the just ; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord. 

18 % And Zacharias said unto the angel, 
y Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old 
man, and my wife well stricken in years. 

19 And the angel answering said unto hin, 


ST. LUKE. 


the Baptist foretold. 


I am *Gabriel, that stand in the 4,399 
presence of God ; and am sent to ve Ober. 
speak unto thee, and to show thee 

these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, *thou shalt be dumb, and 
not able to speak, until the day that these things 
shall be performed, because thou believest not 
my words, which shall be fulfilled in their 
season. 

21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and 
marvelled that he tarried so long in the 
temple. 


uMal. iv. 5, 6. 
w Eeclus. xlviii. 10. 


Vv Mal. iv. 5; Matt. xi. 14; Mark ix. 12. 
x Or, by. 


born into the world the Holy Spirit should be commu- 
nicated to him. Did not this take place, on the salu- 
tation of the Virgin Mary t—and is not this what is 
intended, ver. 447? To be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
implies having the soul influenced in all its powers, 
with the illuminating, strengthening, and sanctifying 
energy of the Spirit. 

Verse 16. Many of the children of Israel shall he 
turn] See this prediction fulfilled, chap. i. ver. 10-18. 

Verse 17. He shall go before him] Jesus Christ, in 
the spirit and power of Elyah; he shall resemble 
Elijah in his retired and austere manner of life, and in 
his zeal for the truth, reproving even princes for their 
crimes; compare 1 Kings xxi. 17-24, with Matt. 
xiv. 4. It was on these accounts that the Prophet 
Malachi, chap. iv. 6, had likened John to this prophet. 
See also Isa. xl. 3; and Mal. iv. 5, 6. 

To turn the hearts of the faihers| Gross ignorance 
had taken place in the hearts of the Jewish people ; 
they needed a Divine instructer: John is announced 
as such; by his preaching and manner of life, all 
classes among the people should be taught the nature 
of their several places, and the duties respectively in- 
cumbent upon them. See chap. iii. 10, &c. In these 
things the greatness of John, mentioned ver. 15, is 
pointed out. Nothing is truly great but what is so 
in the sight of God. John’s greatness arose: Ist. 
From the plenitude of God’s Spirit which dwelt in 
him. 2. From his continual self-denial, and taking 
up his cross. 3. From his ardent zeal to make Christ 
known. 4, From his fidelity and courage in rebuking 
vice. 5. From the reformation which he was the 
instrument of effecting among the people; reviving 
among them the spirit of the patriarchs, and preparing 
their hearts to receive the Lord Jesus. To turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children. By a very 
expressive figure of speech, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and the rest of the patriarchs, are represented 
here as having their hearts alienated from the Jews, 
their children, because of their unbelief and disobe- 
dience ; but that the Baptist should so far succeed in 
converting them to the Lord their God, that these holy 
men should again look upon them with delight, and 
acknowledge them for their children. Some think 
that by the children, the Gentiles are meant, and by 
the fathers, the Jews. 
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z Dan. vili. 16; ix. 21, 22,23; Matt. xviii. 
a Wzek. ii. 26; xxiv. 27. 


y Gen. xvii. 17. 
10; Heb. i. 14. 


The disobedient] Or unbelieving, areidetc, the per- 
sons who would no longer credit the predictions of the 
prophets, relative to the manifestation of the Messiah. 
Unbelief and disobedience are so intimately connected, 
that the same word in the sacred writings often serves 
for both. 

Verse 18. Whereby shall I know this?] All things 
are possible to God: no natural impediment can have 
any power when God has declared he will accomplish 
his purpose. He has a right to be believed on his own 
word alone; and it is impious, when we are convinced 
that it is his word, to demand a sign or pledge for 
its fulfilment. 

Verse 19. I am Gabriel] This angel is mentioned, 
Dan. viii. 16; ix. 21. The original 5x2) is exceed 
ingly expressive: it is compounded of 7712) gedurah, 
and 5x el, the might of the strong God. An angel © 
with such a name was exceedingly proper for the oc 
casion; as it pointed out that all-prevalent power by 
which the strong God could accomplish every purpose, 
and subdue all things to himself. 

That stand in the presence of God] Thisis in allu- 
sion to the case of the prime minister of an eastern 
monarch, who alone has access to his master at all 
times ; and is therefore said, in the eastern phrase, to 
see the presence, or to be in the presence. From the 
allusion we may conceive the angel Gabriel to be in a 
state of high fayour and trust before God. 

Verse 20. Thou shalt be dumb] Swrov, silent ; 
this translation is literal; the angel immediately ex- 
plains it, thow shalt not be able to speak. Dumbness 
ordinarily proceeds from a natural imperfection or 
debility of the organs of speech; in this case there 
was no natural weakness or unfitness in those organs 
but, for his rash and unbelieving speech, silence is 
imposed upon him by the Lord, and he shall not be 
able to break it, till the power that has silenced him 
gives him again the permission to speak! Let those 
who are intemperate in the use of their tongues be- 
hold here the severity and mercy of the Lord: nine 
months’ silence for one intemperate speech ! Many, 
by giving way to the language of unbelief, have lost 
the language of praise and thanksgiving for months, 
if not years ! 

Verse 21. The people waited] The time spent in 
burning the incense was probably about half an hour, 
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Zacharias is struck dumb. CHAP. iI: An angel is sent to Mary 
A M3009, 22 And when he came out, he |days wherein he looked on me, to a” 
coi could not speak unto them: and|*take away my reproach among An. Olymp. 
ua. CXCIIL. 3. 

they perceived that he had seen a] men. a 

vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto| 26 9 And in the sixth month the He POO. 
them, and remained speechless, angel Gabriel was sent from God An. Olymp. 


23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as » the 
days of his ministration were accomplished, 
he departed to his own house. 

24 % And after those days, his wife Elisa- 
beth conceived, and hid herself five months, 
saying, 

25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the 


© See 2 Kings xi. 5; 1 Chron. ix. 25.——¢ Gen. xxx. 23; Isa. iv. 
de; ive 1;-4. 4 Matt. i. 18; chap. ii. 4, 5. 


during which there was a profound silence, as the 
people stood without engaged in mental prayer. To 
this there is an allusion in Rev. viii. 1-5. Zacharias 
had spent not only the time necessary for burning the 
incense, but also that which the discourse between 
him and the angel took up. 

Verse 22. They perceived that he had seen a vision] 
As the sanctuary was separated from the court by a 
great veil, the people could not see what passed ; but 
they understood this from Zacharias himself, who, 7 
dvavevwv, made signs, or nodded unto them to that 
purpose. Svzgns are the only means by which a dumb 
man can convey his ideas to others. 

Verse 23. As soon as the days of his ministration 
were accomplished| Hach family of the priesthood 
officiated one whole week, 2 Kings xi. 17. 

There is something very instructive in the conduct 
of this priest; had he not loved the service he was 
engaged in, he might have made the loss of his speech 
a pretext for immediately quitting it. But as he was 
not thereby disabled from fulfilling the sacerdotal 
function, so he saw he was bound to continue till his 
ministry was ended; or till God had given him a 
positive dismission. Preachers who give up their 
labour in the vineyard because of some trifling bodily 
disorder by which they are afflicted, or through some 
inconvenience in outward circumstances, which the 
follower of a cross-bearing, crucified Lord should not 
mention, show that they either never had a proper 
eoncern for the honour of their Master or for the sal- 
vation of men, or else that they have Jost the spirit 
of their Master, and the spirit of their work. Again, 
Zacharias did not hasten to his house to tell his wife 
the good news that he had received from heaven, in 
which she was certainly very much interested: the 
angel had promised that all his words should be ful- 
filled in their season, and for this season he patiently 
waited in the path of duty. He had engaged in the 
work of the Lord, and must pay no attention to any 
thing that was likely to mar or interrupt his religious 
service. Preachers who profess to be called of God 
to labour in the word and doctrine, and who abandon 
their work for filthy lucre’s sake, are the most con- 
temptible of mortals, and traitors to their God. 

Verse 24. Hid herself five months] ‘That she might 
have the fullest proof of the accomplishment of God’s 
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CXCIIL. 4. 
unto a city of Galilee, named Na- van? 


zareth, 

27 To a virgin 4 espoused to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David ; and 
the virgin’s name was Mary. 

28 And the angel came in unto her, and 
said, ° Hail, thou that art ‘highly favoured, 


e Dan. ix. 23; x. 19—— Or, graciously accepted, or, much graced ; 
see ver. 30. 


promise before she appeared in public, or spoke of her 
mercies. When a Hindoo female is pregnant of her 
first child, she avoids the presence of those with whom 
she was before familiar, as a point of delicaey, 

Verse 25. To take away my reproach] As frutt- 
fulness was a part of the promise of God to his peo- 
ple, Gen. xvii. 6, and children, on this account, being 
considered as a particular blessing from heaven, Exod. 
Xxill. 26; Lev. xxvi. 9; Psa. exxvil. 3; so barren- 
ness was considered among the Jews as a reproach, 
and a token of the disapprobation of the Lord. 1 Sam, 
i. 6. But see! ver. 36. 

Verse 26. A city of Galilee] As Joseph and Mary 
were both of the family of David, the patrimonial 
estate of which lay in Bethlehem, it seems as if the 
family residence should have been in that city, and 
not in Nazareth; for we find that, even after the 
return from the captivity, the several families went to 
reside in those cities to which they originally belonged. 
See Neh. xi. 3. But it is probable that the holy family 
removed to Galilee for fear of exciting the jealousy 
of Herod, who had usurped that throne to which they 
had an indisputable right. See on chap ii. 39. Thus, 
by keeping out of the way, they avoided the effects 
of his jealousy. 

Verse 27. To a virgin espoused, &c.] See on Matt. 
i. 18, and 23. The reflections of pious father Quesnel 
on this subject are worthy of serious regard. At 
length the moment is come which is to give a son to 
a virgin, a.saviour to the world, a paliern to mankind, 
a sacrifice to sinners, a temple to the Divinity, and a 
new principle to the new world. This angel is sent 
from God, not to the palaces of the great, but to a 
poor maid, the wife of a carpenter. The Son of God 
comes to humble the proud, and to honour poverty, 
weakness, and contempt. He chooses an obscure place 
for the mystery which is most glorious to his huma- 
nity, its union with the Divinity; and for that which 
is most degrading (his sufferings and death) he will 
choose the greatest city! How far are men from such 
a conduct as this! 

Verse 28. And the angel came in unto her] Some 
think that all this business was transacted in a vision ; 
and that there was no personal appearance of the 
angel. When Divine visions were given, they are 
announced as such, in the sacred writings; nor can 
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The birth of Jesus foretold. 


Aaa 4000. gthe Lord is with thee; blessed 
An. Di: art thou among women. 
a 29 And when she saw him, » she 
was troubled at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this should be. 

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, 
Mary; for thou hast found favour with God. 

31 i And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a son, and * shalt call 
his name JESUS. 

32 He shall be great, ! and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest; and ™ the Lord God 


ST. LUKE. 


His character described. 


shall give unto him the throne o 
his father David : 

33 » And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his king- 
dom there shall be no end. 

34 Then said Mary unto the Sry T=ow 
shall this be, seeing I know not a man ? 

35 And the angel answered and said unto 
her, ° The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee ; therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee, shall be called ? the Son of God. 


f A. M. 4000. 
BiG. 

An. Olymp. 

CXCIII. 4. 


& Judg. vi. 12. 
k Chap. 1. 21, : 
(SPO Seal, SYP ei Socthl, Gyr eEpNS Ove oratl IN! 


h Ver. 12, ifsa. vil. 14; Matt. i. 21. 
1 Mark v. 7——™ 2 Sam. vil. 11, 12; Isa. ix. 
Rey. iii. 7. 


we with safety attribute any thing to a vision, where 
a Divine communication is made, unless it be specified 
as such in the text. 

Hail] Analogous to, Peace be to thee—May thou 
enjoy all possible blessings ! 

Highly favoured] As being chosen in preference to 
all the women upon earth, to be the mother of the 
Messiah. Not the mother of God, for that is blasphemy. 

The Lord is with thee| Thou art about to receive 
the most convincing proofs of God’s peculiar favour 
towards thee. 

Blessed art thow among women.| That is, thou art 
favoured beyond all others. 

Verse 29. She was troubled at his saying] The 
glorious appearance of the heavenly messenger filled 
her with amazement ; and she was puzzled to find out 
the purport of his speech. 

Verse 31. Thou—shalt call his name JESUS.] 
See on Matt. i. 20, 21, and here, on chap. ii. 21, and 
John i. 29. 

Verse 32. He shall be great] Behold the greatness 
of the man Christ Jesus: Ist. Because that human 
nature that should be born of the virgin was to be 
united with the Divine nature. 2dly. In consequence 
of this, that human nature should be called in a pecu- 
liar sense the Son of the most high God; because 
God would produce it in her womb without the inter- 
vention of man. 3. He shall be the everlasting Head 
and Sovereign of his Church. 4thly. His government 
and kingdom shall be eternal. Revolutions may destroy 
the kingdoms of the earth, but the powers and gates of 
hell and death shall never be able to destroy or injure 
the kingdom of Christ. His is the only dominion that 
shall never have an end. The angel seems here to 
refer to Isa. ix. 7; xvi. 5; Jer. xxiii. 5; Dan. ii, 44; 
vu. 14. All which prophecies speak of the glory, 
extent, and perpetuity of the evangelical kingdom. 
The kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory form 
the endless government of Christ. 

Verse 33. The house of Jacob] All who belong to 
the twelve tribes, the whole Israelitish people. 

Verse 34. Seeing I know not aman] Or, husband. 
As she was only contracted to Joseph, and not as yet 
married, she knew that this conception could not have 
yet taken place; and she modestly inquires by what 
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o Dan. ii. 44; vii. 14, 27; Obad. 21; Mic. iv. 7; John xii. 34; 
Heb. i. 8. o Matt. i. 20. p Matt. xiv. 33; xxvi. 63, 64; Mark 
1.1; John i. 34; xx. 31; Acts vil. 37; Rom. bed, 


means the promise of the angel is to be fulfilled in 
order to regulate her conduct accordingly. 

Verse 35. The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee} 
This conception shall take place suddenly, and the 
Holy Spirit himself shall be the grand operator. The 
power, Svvauic, the miracle-working power, of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee, to accomplish this 
purpose, and to protect thee from danger. As there 
is a plain allusion to the Spmit of God brooding over 
the face of the waters, to render them prolific, Gen. i. 
2, I am the more firmly established in the opinion 
advanced on Matt. i. 20, that the rudiments of.the hu- 
man nature of Christ was a real creation in the womb 
of the virgin, by the energy of the Spirit of God. 

Therefore also that holy thing (or person)—shalt 
be called the Son of God.| We may plainly perceive 
here, that the angel does not give the appellation of 
Son of God to the Divine nature of Christ ; but to that 
holy person or thing, to &ytov, which was to be born 
of the virgin, by the energy of the Holy Spirit. The 
Divine nature could not be born of the virgin; the 
human nature was born of her. The Divine nature 
had no beginning ; it was God manifested in the flesh, 
1 Tim. iii. 16; it was that Word which being in the 
beginning (from eternity) with God, John 1. 2, was 
afterwards made flesh, (became manifest in human 
nature,) and tabernacled among us, John i. 14. Of 
this Divine nature the angel does not particularly speak 
here, but of the tabernacle or shrine which God was 
now preparing for it, viz. the holy thong that was to 
be born of the virgin. Two natures must ever be 
distinguished in Christ: the human nature, in refer- 
ence to which he is the Son of God and inferior to 
him, Mark xiii. 32; John v. 19; xiv. 28, and the Divine 
nature which was from eternity, and equal to God, 
John iv; Logxn30.> Rom. ix. 55 Col. is 16-185 “Ittis 
true, that to Jesus the Christ, as he appeared among 
men, every characteristic of the Divine nature is some- 
times attributed, without appearing to make any dis- 
tinction between the Divine and human natures; but 
is there any part of the Scriptures in which it is plainly 
said that the Divine nature of Jesus was the Son of 
God? Here, I trust, | may be permitted to say, with 
all due respect for those who differ from me, that the 
doctrine of the eternal Sonship of Christ is, in my 
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Mary visits her 


A. M_ $000. 36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisa- 


A elree. beth, she hath also conceived a son 
———— in her old age; and this is the sixth 
month with her, who was called barren. 

37 For ¢with God nothing shall be im- 
possible. 

38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord ; be it unto me according to thy word. 
And the angel departed from her. 

39 4 And Mary arose in those days, and 


CHAP. I. 


cousin Elisabeth. 


went into the hill country with poh mn: 
haste, Tinto a city of Juda; ns Ole. 

40 And entered into the house of —————. 
Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 

41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisa 
beth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled 
with the Holy Ghost: 

42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and 
said, * Blessed art thou among women, 


4Gen. xvili. 14; Jer. xxxil.17; Zech. viii. 6; Matt. xix. 26; 
Mark x. 27; chap. xviii. 27; Rom. iv. 21. 


opinion, anti-scriptural, and highly dangerous. ‘This 
doctrine I reject for the following reasons :— 

1st. I have not been able to find any express decla- 
ration in the Scriptures concerning it. 

2dly. If Christ be the Son of God as to his Divine 
nature, then he cannot be eternal; for son implies a 
father ; and father implies, in reference to son, prece- 
dency in time, if not in nature too. Father and son 
imply the idea of generation; and generation implies 
a tume in which it was effected, and ézme also antece- 
dent to such generation. 

3dly. If Christ be the Son of God, as to his Divine 
nature, then the Father is of necessity prior, conse- 
quently superior to him. 

A4thly. Again, if this Divine nature were begotten 
of the Father, then it must be in tyme; i. e. there was 
a period in which it did not exist, and a period when 
it began to exist. This destroys the eternity of our 
blessed Lord, and robs him at once of his Godhead. 

5thly. To say that he was degolten from all eternity, 
is, In my opinion, absurd; and the phrase eternal Son 
is a positive self-contradiction. Hrerniry is that 
which has had no deginning, nor stands in any refer- 
ence to TIME. Son supposes time, generation, and 


father ; and time also antecedent to such generation. 


Therefore the conjunction of these two terms, Son and 
eternity is absolutely impossible, as they imply essen- 
tially different and opposite ideas. 

The enemies of Christ’s Divinity have, in all ages, 
availed themselves of this incautious method of treat- 
ing this subject, and on this ground, have ever had 
the advantage of the defenders of the Godhead of 
Christ. This doctrine of the eternal Sonship destroys 
the deity of Christ; now, if his deity be taken away, 
the whole Gospel scheme of redemption is ruined. On 
this ground, the atonement of Christ cannot have been 
of infinite merit, and consequently could not purchase 
pardon for the offences of mankind, nor give any right 
to, or possession of, an eternal glory. The very use 
of this phrase is both absurd and dangerous; therefore 
let all those who value Jesus and their salvation abide 
by the Scriptures. This doctrine of the eternal Son- 
ship, as it has been lately explained in many a pam- 
phlet, and many a paper in magazines, I must and do 
consider as an awful heresy, and mere sheer Arzanism ; 
which, in many cases, has terminated in Socinianism, 
and that in Deism. From such heterodoxies, and 
their abettors, may God save his Church! Amen! 

Verse 36. Thy cousin Elisabeth] Thy kinswoman, 
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r Joshua xxi. 9, 10, 11. s Verse 28; Judges 
v. 24. 
avyyevnc. As Hlisabeth was of the tribe of Levi, ver. 


5, and Mary of the tribe of Judah, they could not be 
relatives but by the mother’s side. 

She hath also concewed] And this is wrought by 
the same power and energy through which thow shalt 
conceive. Thus God has given thee a proof and 
pledge, in what he has done for Elisabeth, of what he 
will do for thyself; therefore, have faith in God. 

Who was called barren.| It is probable that Elisa- 
beth got this appellative by way of reproach; or to 
distinguish her from some other Elisabeth also well 
known, who had been blessed with children. Perhaps 
this is the reproach which Elisabeth speaks of, ver. 
25, her common name among men, among the people 
who knew her, being Elisabeth the barren. 

Verse 37. For with God nothing shall be impos- 
sible.| Words of the very same import with those 
spoken by the Lord to Sarah, when he foretold the 
birth of Isaac, Gen. xvii. 14, Ls any thing too hard 
for the Lord? As there can be no doubt that Mary 
perceived this allusion to the promise and birth of 
Isaac, so she must have had her faith considerably 
strengthened by reflecting on the intervention of God 
in that case. 

Verse 38. Behold the handmaid of the Lord] I fully 
credit what thou sayest, and am perfectly ready to 
obey thy commands, and to accomplish all the pur- 
poses of thy grace concerning me. It appears that 
at the estant of this act of faith, and purposed obe- 
dience, the conception of the immaculate humanity of 
Jesus took place; and it was pone unto her according 
to his word. See ver. 35. 

Verse 39. In those days] As soon as she could 
conveniently fit herself out for the journey. 

fill country] Hebron, the city of the priests, Josh. 
xxi. 11, which was situated in the tribe of Judah, 
about forty miles south of Jerusalem, and upwards of 
seventy from Nazareth. 

With haste| This probably refers to nothing else 
than the earnestness of her mind to visit her relative 
Elisabeth, and to see what the Lord had wrought for her. 

Verse 41. Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost.| 
This seems to have been the accomplishment of the 
promise made by the angel, ver. 15, He shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. 
The mother is filled with the Holy Spirit, and the 
child in her womb becomes sensible of the Divine in- 
fluence. 

Verse 42. Blessed art thou among women] Rr 
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ai= 


Mary's hymn of praise, 


A, M4000. and blessed is the fruit of thy 
An. O'ymp. womb. 

CXOMI 443 And whence is this to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me ? 

44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salu- 
tation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped 
in my womb for joy. 

45 And blessed zs she * that believed; for 
there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. 

46 4 And Mary said, * My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, 


t Or, which believeth that there. 
OR Bi ooo amin lables mrgeilss 
Ww Mal. iii. 12; chap. xi. 27. 


uj] Sam. it. 1; Psa. xxxiv. 
Vv] Sam. 1.11; Psa. exxxviii. 6. 
x Psa. Ixxi. 19; cxxvi. 2, 3. 


ing the words of the angel, ver. 28, of which she had 
probably been informed by the holy virgin, in the 
present interview. 

Verse 43. The mother of my Lord] The prophetic 
spirit, which appears to have overshadowed Elisabeth, 
gave her a clear understanding in the mystery of the 
birth of the promised Messiah. 

Verse 45. Blessed is she that believed; for there 
shall be, &c.| Or, Blessed is she who hath believed that 
there shall be, &c. This I believe to be the proper 
arrangement of the passage, and is thus noticed in 
the marginal reading. Faith is here represented as 
the foundation of true happiness, because it receives 
the fulfilment of God’s promises. Whatever God has 
promised, he intends to perform. We should believe 
whatever he has spoken—his own authority is a suf- 
ficient reason why we should believe. Let us only 
be convinced that God has given the promise, and then 
implicit faith becomes an indispensable duty: in this 
case not to believe implicitly would be absurd and un- 
reasonable—God will perform his promise, for HE can- 
not lie. 

Verse 46. And Mary said] Two copies of the 
Itala, and some books mentioned by Origen, give this 
song to Hlisabeth. It is a counterpart of the song of 
Hannah, as related in 1 Sam. ii. 1-10. 

This is allowed by many to be the first piece of 
poetry in the New Testament; but the address of the 
angel to Zacharias, ver. 13-17, is delivered in the 
same way; so is that to the virgin, ver. 30-38, and 
so also is Elisabeth’s answer to Mary, ver. 42-45. 
All these portions are easily reducible to the hemistich 
form in which the Hebrew poetry of the Old Testa- 
ment is found in many MSS., and in which Dr. Ken- 
nicott has arranged the Psalms, and other poetical 
parts of the Sacred Writings. See his Hebrew Bible. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord| The verb peya- 
Avvew, Kypke has proved, signifies to celebrate with 
words, to extol with praises. This is the only way 
in which God can be magnified, or made great; for, 
strictly speaking, nothing can be added to God, for he 
is infinite and eternal; therefore the way to magnify 
him is to show forth and celebrate those acts in which 
he has manifested his greatness. 

Verse 47. My spirit hath rejoiced] Ewulted. These 
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commonly called the Magnificat 


47 And my spirit hath rejoiced 4,M.100 
in God my Saviour. An. Olymp. 

48 For Ks hath regarded the low Boscia 
estate of his hand-maiden: for, behold, from 
henceforth ¥ all generations shall call me blessed. 

49 For he that is mighty * hath done to me 
great things; and ¥ holy zs his name. 

50 And # his mercy 7s on them that fear him, 
from generation to generation. 

51 * He hath showed strength with his arm; 
»he hath scattered the proud in the imagina- 
tion of their hearts. 


y Psa. exi. 9. Gen. xvii. 7; Exod. xx. 6; Psa. cili. 17, 18 
a Psa. xcviii. 1; exvill. 15; Isa. xl. 10; li. 9; lii. 10. b Psa 
xxxili. 10; 1 Pet. v. 5. 


words are uncommonly emphatical—they show that 
Mary’s whole soul was filled with the Divine influence, 
and wrapped up in God. 

Verse 48. He hath regarded] Looked favourably, 
&c., ereBAepev. In the most tender and compassionate 
manner he has visited me in my humiliation, drawing 
the reasons of his conduct, not from any excellence 
in me, but from his own eternal kindness and love, 

All generations shail call me blessed.| This was 
the character by which alone she wished to be known; 
viz. The blessed or happy virgin. What dishonour do 
those do to this holy woman, who give her names and 
characters which her pure soul would abhor ; and which 
properly belong to GOD her Saviour! By her vota- 
ries she is addressed as Queen of Heaven, Mother of 
God, &c., titles both absurd and blasphemous. 

Verse 49. He that 1s mighty hath done to me great 
things] Or, miracles, weyadera. As God fills her with 
his goodness, she empties herself to him in praises ; 
and, sinking into her own nothingness, she ever con- 
fesses that God alone is all in all. 

Holy is his name] Probably the word which Mary 
used was DM chesed, which though we sometimes 
translate holy, see Psa. lxxxvi. 2; exlv. 17, yet the 
proper meaning is abundant goodness, exuberant kind- 
ness; and this well agrees with the following clause, 

Verse 50. His mercy is on them that fear him] His 
exuberant kindness manifests itself in acts of mercy 
to all those who fear or reverence his name; and this 
is continued from generation to generation, because he 
is abundant in goodness, and because he delighteth in 
mercy. This is a noble, becoming, and just character 
of the God of the Christians ; a being who delights in . 
the salvation and happiness of a// his creatures, be- 
cause his name is mercy, and his nature love. 

Verse 51. He hath showed strength] Or, He hath 
gained the victory, exoince kpatoc. The word xparoe 
is used for victory, by Homer, Hesiod, Sophocles, 
Euripides, and others. 

With his arm| Grotius has well observed, that God’s 
efficacy is represented by his finger, his great power 
by his hand, and his omnipotence by his arm. The 
plague of lice was the finger of God, Exod. vii. 19. 
The plagues in general were wrought by his hand, 
Exod. iii. 20. And the destruction of Pharaoh’s host 
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Mary’s hymn of praise. 

ee iS QdiElery hathagputdidown Sthe 
An. Ol i het 

oRneES mighty from their seats, and exalt- 


— sd them of low degree. 

53 ¢He hath filled the hungry with good 
things - ani the rich he hath sent empty away. 

54 He hatk holpen his servant Israel, ° in 
remembrance of his mercy ; 

55 ' As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, 
and to his seed for ever. 


CHAP. 21) 


John Baptist is born, 


56 And Mary abode with her 4: ene 
about three months, and returned to An. Olymp 
her own house. cee 

57 § Now Elisabeth’s full time came that 
she should be delivered ; and she brought forth 
a son. 

58 And her neighbours and her cousins 
heard how the Lord had showed great mercy 
upon her; and & they rejoiced with her. 


© Samwi6, &e.;, Job v. 11; Psa. exil. 6.—4] Sam. ii. 5; 
Psa. xxxiv. 10. e Psa. xevill. 3; Jer. xxxi. 3, 20. 


in the Red Sea, which was effected by the omnipo- 
tence of God is zalled the act of his arm, Exod. xv. 16. 

He hata scattered] Aceckopricerv, hath scattered 
abroad; as a whirlwind scatters dust and chaff. 

The vreud! Or haughty, brepndavove; from step 
aoove ane o¢ vw I show—the haughty men, who wish 
to ve notrcea 1%. preference to all others, and feel sove- 
reizr sontemp. for all but themselves. These God 
scatters abroad—instead of being in his sight, as in 
their own, the most excellent of ‘the earth, he treats 
them as straw, stubble, chaff, and dust. 

In the wmagination of ther hearts.| While they 
are forming their insolent, proud, and oppressive pro- 
jects—laying their plans, and imagining that accom- 
plishment and success are waiting at their right hand, 
the whirlwind of God’s displeasure blows, and they 
and their machinations are dissipated together. 

Verse 52. He hath put down the mighty from their 
seats] Or, He hath taken down potentates from their 
thrones. This probably alludes to the removal of Saul 
from the throne of Israel, and the establishment of the 
kingdom in the person and family of David. And as 
Mary spoke prophetically, this saying may also allude 
to the destruction of the kingdom of Satan and his 
allies, and the final prevalence of the kingdom of Christ. 

Verse 53. Filled the hungry—the rich he hath sent 
empty away.| God is here represented under the no- 
tion of a person of unbounded benevolence, who is 
daily feeding multitudes at Ais gates. The poor and 
the rich are equally dependent upon him; to the one 
he gives his affluence for a season, and to the other 
his daily bread. 'The poor man comes through a sense 
of his want to get his daily support, and God feeds 
him; the rich man comes through the lust of gain, to 
get more added to his abundance, and God sends him 
empty away—not only gives him nothing more, but 
often deprives him of that which he has, because hé 
has not improved it to the honour of the giver. There 
is an allusion here, as in several other parts of this 
song, to the case of Hannah and Peninah, as related 
1 Sam. i. 2, &c.; ii. 1-10. 

Verse 54. He hath holpen (supported, avtedaBero] 
his servant Israel] Israel is here represented as fall- 
ang, and the Lord comes speedily in and props him up. 
The house of David was now ready to fall and rise 
no more; Jesus, being born of the very last branch of 
the regal line, revived the family, and restored the do- 
minion. 

In remembrance of his mercy] By mercy, the cove- 
nant whics. God made with Abraham, Gen. xv. 18, is 
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f Gen. xvii. 19; Psa, cxxxii. 11; Romans xi. 28; Gal. iii, 16. 
& Ver, 14. 


intended ; which covenant proceeded from God’s eter- 
nal merey, as in it salvation was promised to all the 
nations of the earth. See Gen. xvii. 19, and xxii. 18, 
and this promise was, in one form or other, given to 
all the fathers, ver. 55. 

This song properly consists of three parts. 


1. In the first part Mary praises God for what he. 


had done for herself, ver. 46-50. 

2. In the second, she praises him for what he had 
done, and would do, against the oppressors of his peo- 
ple, ver. 51-53. 

3. In the third, she praises him for what he had 
done, and would do, for his Church, ver. 53-56. 

Verse 56. And Mary abode with her about three 
months] According to some, the departure of Mary 
from Hebron must have been but a few days before 
the birth of John; as nme months had now elapsed 
since Elisabeth’s conception; see ver. 36. Hence it 
immediately follows :— 

Verse 57. Now Elisabeth's full time came, &c.} 
But, according to others, we are to understand the 
three months of Mary’s visit as preceding the birth 
of John, which would complete the time of Elisa- 
beth’s pregnancy, according to verse 36, and the 
only difficulty is to ascertain whether Mary went im- 
mediately to Hebron after her salutation, or whether 
she tarried nearly three months before she took the 
journey. 

Verse 58. And her neighbours and her cousins— 
rejoiced with her.| Because sterility was a reproach ; 
and they now rejoiced with their relative, from whom 
that reproach was now rolled away. To rejoice with 
those whom God has favoured, and to congratulate 
them on the advantages which he has granted to 
them, is a duty which humanity, charity, and religion 
call upon us to. fulfil. 

1. It is a duty of humanity, which should be pune- 
tually performed. We are all members of each other, 
and should rejoice in the welfare of the whole. He 
who rejoices in his neighbour’s prosperity increases his 
neighbour’s happiness, and gets an addition to his own. 

2. It is a duty which charity or brotherly love re- 
quires us to perform with sincerity. In the polite 
world, there is no duty better fulfilled in word than 
this is; but sincerity is utterly banished, and the 
giver and receiver are both convinced that compli- 
ments and good wishes mean—nothing. He who 
does not endeavour to take a sincere part in his 
neighbour’s prosperity will soon feel ample punish- 
ment in the spirit of jealousy and envy. 
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John 3s circumcised. 


A. M. 4000. h 
BCS 59 And it came to pass, that ® on 


An. Olymp. the eighth day they came to circum- 
CXCIL 4. : 4 , 
~~" cise the child; and they called him 
Zacharias, after the name of his father. 

60 And his mother answered and said, * Not 
so; but he shall be called John. 

61 And they said unto her, There is none 
of thy kindred that is called by this name. 


hGen. xvii. 12; Lev. xii. 3. i Ver. 13. 


3. It is a duty of religion, which should be ful- 
filled with piety. These neighbours and relatives 
saw that God had magnified his mercy towards Eli- 
sabeth, and they acknowledged jis hand in the work. 
God is the dispenser of all good—he distributes his 
favours in merey, judgment, and justice. Let us 
honour him in his gifts; and honour those, for his 
sake, who are objects of his favour. The society of 
believers are but one body; the talents, &c., of every 
individual are profitable to the whole community ; at 
least none are deprived of a share in the general wel- 
fare, but those who, through jealousy or envy, refuse 
to rejoice with him towards whom God hath magnified 
his mercy. 

Verse 59. On the eighth day they came to circum- 
cise] See an account of this institution in the note on 
Gen. xvii. 10-14. Had circumcision been essential 
to an infant’s salvation, God would not have ordered 
it to be delayed to the eighth day, because, in all 
countries, multitudes die before they arrive at that 
age. Baptism, which is generally allowed to have 
been substituted for circumcision, is no more neces- 
sary to the salvation of an infant than circumcision 
was. Both are signs of the covenant—circumcision, 
of the putting away the impurity of the flesh; and 
baptism, of the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, producing the answer of a 
good conscience towards God. Confer 1 Pet. iii. 21, 
with Tit. iii. 5. This should never be neglected: it 
is a szgn and token of the spiritual grace. 

They called him Zacharias! Among the Jews, the 
child was named when it was circumcised, and ordi- 
narily the name of the father was given to the first- 
born son. 

Verse 60. Not so; but he shall be called John.] 
This is the name which the angel desired should be 
given him, ver. 13, and of which Zacharias by writing 
had informed his wife. There is something very re- 
markable in the names of this family. Zachariah, 
WD) the memory or memorial of Jehovah; w yeho, 
at the end of the word, being contracted for mM Ye- 
hovah, as in many other names. Elisabeth, navros 
the Sabbath or rest of my strong God: names proba- 
bly given them by their parents, to point out some re- 
markable circumstance in their conception or birth. 
And John, which should always be written Jeho- 
chanan or Yehochanan, Jani the grace or mercy of 
Jehovah: so named, because he was to go before and 
proclaim the God of all grace, and the mercy granted 
through him to a lost world. See John i. 29; see 
also chap. ili. 16, and Mark i. 4. 

Verse 61. None of thy kindred] As the Jewish 

364 


ST. LUKE. 


Zacharias’s speech restored 


62 And they made signs to his fa- te 


ther, how he would have him called. An. Olymp. 
j ate CXCIIIL. 4. 
63 And he asked for a writing 
table, and wrote, saying, * His namfe is John. 
And they marvelled all. 
64 1 And his mouth was opened immedi- 
ately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, 
and praised God. 


k Ver. 13.— Ver. 20. 


tribes and families were kept sacredly distinct, it 
appears the very names of the ancestors were con- 
tinued among their descendants, partly through reve-~ 
rence for them, and partly to avoid confusion in the 
genealogical tables, which, for the sake of distinguish- 
ing the inheritances, were carefully preserved in each 
of the families. It seems to be on this account that 
the neighbours and relatives objected to a name which 
had not before existed in any branch of the family. 

Verse 62. They made signs to his father] Who, 
it appears from this, was deaf as well as dumb ; other- 
wise they might have asked him, and obtained his 
answer in this way. 

Verse 63. A writing table] Wiwaxidiov, a tablet, a 
diminutive of zwa, a table. ‘The boys in Barbary 
are taught to write upon a smooth thin board, slightly 
daubed over with whiting, which may be rubbed off or 
renewed at pleasure. Such probably (for the Jewish 
children use the same) was the little board, or writ- 
ing table, as we render it Luke i. 63, that was called 
for by Zacharias.” Shaw’s Travels, p. 194. My old 
MS. considers the word as meaning the instrument 
of writing, rather than the tablet on which he wrote : 
anv be ayinge a popntel, wroot sevtnge, Soon is his 
nanre, 

A thin board, made out of the pone tree, smeared 
over with wax, was used among the ancients; and to 
this the Anglo-Saxon version seems to refer, as it 
translates mivaxidiov, pexbnede, a wax board or cloth. 

An intelligent friend has suggested a different 
mode of reading the 62nd and 63rd verses: v. 62. 
And they asked his father how he would have him 
called? V. 63. And he made signs for a writing 
table and wrote, His name is John :—* For,” says 
my friend, “the 64th verse proves his mouth was 
not opened, neither his tongue loosed, till after the 
child was named; therefore he could not ask for the 
table ; and it is more reasonable that he, being dumb, 
should make signs, than that those should who had 
the use of their tongues.” But, howsoever ingenious 
this may be, neither the words of the Greek text, nor 
their construction, will bear this version. 

Verse 64. The latter clause of the preceding verse 
should be joined with the beginning of this, as follows : 
And they marvelled all, for his mouth was opened, &c. 
Every person must see the propriety of putting this 
clause, And they marvelled all, to the beginning of 
the 64th verse, instead of leaving it at the end of the 
63rd, as in the common version. The people did 
not wonder because Zacharias said, He shall be called 
John ; but because he himself was that instant restor- 
ed to the use of his speech. 
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Fear falls upon the people. 


ens 65 And fear came on all that 
a erie. dwelt round about them : and all 
these ™ sayings were noised abroad 
throughout all * the hill country of Judea. 
66 And all they that heard them ° laid them 
up in their hearts, saying, What manner of 


™ Or, things. Ver. 39, © Chap. ii. 19, 51.—P Gen. xxxix. 
2; Psa. Ixxx. 17; Ixxxix. 21;-Acts xi. 21. 


And he spake, and praised God.] In his nine 
months’ silence, he had learned the proper use of his 
tongue; and God, whose power was discredited by it, 
is now magnified. Happy they who, in religious mat- 
ters, only break silence in order to speak of the loving- 
kindness of the Lord! 

Verse 65. And fear came] Seeing what they 
might have thought a paralytic affection so suddenly 
and effectually healed. 08oe—-This word certainly 
means in several places, religious fear or reverence ; 
and in this sense it is used Acts ix. 31; Rom. iii. 18; 
xm. 75 1 Petri. 17; i. 185 iti. 2. The meaning of 
it here is plainly this: The inhabitants of Hebron and 
its environs, who were well acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of Zacharias and Elisabeth, perceived that 
God had in a remarkable manner visited them; and 
this begot in their minds a more than ordinary reve- 
rence for the Supreme Being. ‘Thus the salvation of 
one often becomes an instrument of good to the souls 
of many. The inhabitants of this hill country seem 
to have been an open, honest-hearted, generous peo- 
ple ; who were easily led to acknowledge the interpo- 
sition of God, and to rejoice in the comfort and wel- 
fare of each other. The people of the country are 
more remarkable for these qualities than those in towns 
and cities. ‘The latter, through that evil communica- 
tion which corrupts good manners, are generally pro- 
fligate, selfish, regardless of God, and inattentive to 
the operation of his hands. 

Verse 66. What manner of child shall this be !) 
As there have been so many extraordinary things in 
his conception and birth, surely God has designed him 
for some extraordinary purpose. These things they 
laid up in their heart, patiently waiting to see what 
God would work. 

The hand of the Lord was with him.] God defend- 
ed and prospered him in all things, and the prophetic 
spirit began to rest upon him. 

Verse 67. Zacharias—prophesied] The word pro- 
phesy is to be taken here in its proper acceptation, for 
the predicting or foretelling future events. Zacharias 
speaks, not only of what God had already done, but 
also of what he was about to do, in order to save a 
lost world. 

Verse 68. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for, 
&c.} Zacharias praises God for two grand benefits 
which he had granted to his people. 1. He has 
visited them. 2. He has ransomed them. 1. He 
speaks by the spirit of prophecy, which calls things 
that are not, as though they were; because they are 
absolutely determined by the Most High, and shall be 
all fulfilled in their season. God visits his people in 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ ; therefore this Christ 
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The song of Zacharias 
child shall this be! And ? the hand pi 


of the Lord was with him. Be Sls. 
67 7 And his father Zacharias ~~~ ~*~ 


4 was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, 
saying, 
68 * Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for ‘he 


4 Joel ii, 28—\—" 1 Kings i. 48; Psa. xli. 13; lxxii. 18; cvi. 48, 
8 Hxod, iii. 16; iv. 31; Psa. cxi. 9; chap. vil. 16. 


is called by him, Kupioc 6 Oc0c, Jehovah the God of 
Israel. Here the highest and most glorious character 
of the Supreme Being is given to Christ. 2. This 
God redeems his people: it is for this end that he 
visits them. His soul is about to be made a sacrifice 
for sin: he becomes flesh, that he may suffer and die 
for the sin of the world. God, by taking upon him 
the nature of man, has redeemed that nature from 
eternal ruin. 

He hath—redeemed| Eroinoe Avtpwow, he hath made 
a ransom—laid down the ransom price. Avtpow sig- 
nifies particularly to ransom a captive from the enemy, 
by paying a price. The following remarkable passage 
from Josephus, Ant. b. xiv. c. 14, sect. 1, fully illus- 
trates this meaning of the original. ‘ Herod, not 
knowing what had happened to his brother, hastened 
Avtpwcacda, to ransom him from the enemy, and was 
willing to pay Avzpov drep avtov, a ransom for him, to 
the amount of three hundred talents.” Sinners are 
fallen into the hands of their enemies, and are caplives 
to sin and death. Jesus ransoms them by his own 
blood, and restores them to life, liberty, and happiness. 
This truth the whole Bible teaches: this truth God 
has shown in certain measures, even to those nations 
who have not been favoured with the light of his writ- 
ten word: for Christ is that true ight, which enlight- 
ens every man that cometh into the world. 

How astonishing is the following invocation of the 
Supreme Being, (translated from the original Sanscreet 
by Dr. C. Wuxins,) still existing on a stone, in a 
cave near the ancient city of Gya, in the East Indies! 

“The Deity, who is the Lord, the possessor of all, 
appeared in this ocean of natural beings, at the begin- 
ning of the Kalee Yoog (the age of contention and 
baseness.) He who is omnipresent and everlastingly 
to be contemplated, the Supreme Being, the Eternal 
One, the Divinity worthy to be adored—aprrarED 
here with a porTION of his DIVINE NATURE. Reverence 
be unto thee in the form of (a) Bodd-dha! Reverence 
be unto the Lord of the earth! Reverence be unto 
thee, an INCARNATION of the Deity, and the 
Eternal One!. Reverence be unto thee, O God, in the 
form of the God of mercy; the dispeller of pain and 
trouble, the Lord of all things, the Deity who over- 
cometh the sins of the Kaléé Yoog ; the guardian of the 
universe, the emblem of mercy toward those who serve 
thee—(b) O’M! the possessor of all things in VITAL 


(a) Bood-dha. The name of the Deity, as author of 
happiness. r 
(b) OM. A mystic emblem of the Deity, forbidden to 
be pronounced but in silence. It isa syllable formed of 
the Sanscreet letters 4,6 6, which in composition coa- 
lesce, and make 6, and the nasal consonant 1. The first 
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The prophetic song 


A.M 4000. hath visited and redeemed his 
An. Olymp. people, 

OXI + 69 * And hath raised up a horn 
of salvation for us, in the house of his servant 
David ; 

70 * As he spake by the mouth of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world 
began : 

71 That we should be saved from our ene- 
mies, and from the hand of all that hate us ; 


t Psa, exxxii. 17——" Jer. xxiii. 5, 6; xxx. 10; Dan. ix. 24; 
Acts 1. 21; Rom. 1. 2. Vv Lev. xxvi. 42; Psa. xcviil. 3; cv. 
8, 9; evi. 45; Ezek. xvi. 603 ver. 54. 


FORM! Thou art (c) Brahma, Veeshnoo, and Mahé- 
sa! Thou art Lord of the universe! Thou art under 
the form of all things, movable and immovable, the 
possessor of the whole! and thus I adore thee. Reve- 
rence be unto the BESTOWER OF SALVATION, 
and the Ruler of the faculties! Reverence be unto 
thee, the DESTROYER of the EVIL SPIRIT! O 
Damordara, (d) show me favour! I adore thee, who 
art celebrated by a thousand names, and under various 
forms, in the shape of Bood-dha, the God of MERCY ! 
Be propitious, O Most High God!”’—Astaric Rr- 
SEARCHES, vol. i. pp. 284, 285. 

Verse 69. And hath raised up a horn of salvation] 
That is, a mighty and glorious Saviour: a quotation 
from Psa. xvill. 2. Horns are the well known em- 
blems of strength, glory, and power, both in the sacred 
and profane writers, because the strength and beauty 
of horned animals consist in their horns. Horns have 
also been considered as emblems of light; therefore 
the heathen god Apollo is represented with horns, to 
point out the power, glory, and excellence of the solar 
light. The Chaldee paraphrast sometimes translates 
1p keren, horn, by mDon malcuth, or smiDo mal- 
cutha, 1 Sam. ii. 10; Jer. xlviii. 25, which signify 
a kingdom: but it is likely that the allusion is here 
made to the horns of the altar; and as the altar was 
a place of refuge and safety, and those who laid hold 
on its horns were considered to be under the protec- 
tion of the Lord, so, according to the expression of 
Zacharias, Jesus Christ is a new altar, to which who- 
soever flees shall find refuge. 

Some imagine that this form of speech is taken 
from the custom of ancient warriors, who had a horn 
of steel on the top of their helmets, which ordinarily 
lay flat, till the person came victorious from battle, 
and then it was erected, as emblematical of the victory 
gained. Such a horn as this is represented on the 
helmet of the Abyssinian kings and warriors: see the 


letter stands for the Creator, the second for the Preserver, 
and the third for the Destroyer. It is the same among 
the Hindoos as 45> YVehovah is among the Hebrews. 

(c) Brahma, the Deity in his creative quality. Veesh- 
noo, he who filleth all space, the Deity in his preserving 
quality. Mahesa, the Deity in his destroying quality. 
This is properly the Hindoo Trinity: for these three 
names belong to the same Being. See the notes to the 
Bhagvat Geeta. 

(d) Damordara, or Darmadévé, the Indian God of 
Virtue. 
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ST. LUKE. 


of Zacharias. 
_ M. 4000. 

72 %To perform the cine! gro. ea 
remem- An. Olymp. 
mised to our fathers, and to An, Olymp. 


ber his holy covenant ; pe SE 

73 ¥ The oath which he sware to our father 
Abraham, ea 

74 That he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, 
might * serve him without fear, 

75 ¥In holiness and righteousness before 
him, all the days of our life. 


Ww Gen. xii. 3; xvii.4; xxii. 16,17; Heb. vi. 13, 17. =x Rom. 
vi. 18, 22; Heb. ix. 14. y Jer. xxxii. 39, 40; Eph. iv. 24; 
2Thess. ii. 13; 2Tim.i.9; Tit. ii. 12; 1 Pet. i. 15; 2 Pet. i.4. 


plates in Bruce’s Travels. To this custom of wear- 
ing or lifting up the horn, the following scriptures are 
thought to allude: 1 Sam. ii. 10; Psa. exii. 9; exlviii. 
4; Lam. ii. 17. In ancient gems and coins, this form 
of the horn on helmets is easily discernible, sometimes 
flat, sometimes erected. A horn, filled with various 
fruits, was also the emblem of abundance among the 
ancients : hence their cornu copie, or horn of plenty. 
From all this we may learn that the Lord Jesus gives 
a luminous, powerful, prevalent, glorious, and abun- 
dant SALVATION or REFUGE to mankind. 

In the house of his servant David] Or, in the fa- 
mily: so the word ocxoc, house, is often used in the 
Sacred Writings. In ver. 32, the angel states that 
Mary was of the famdy of David; and Zacharias, 
who, from the nature of his office, must have been 
well acquainted with the public genealogical tables, 
attests the same thing. This is a matter of consider- 
able importance; because it shows forth the truth of 
all the prophetic declarations, which uniformly state 
that the Messiah should come from the family and sit 
on the throne of Davin. 

Verse 71. That we should be saved (literally, a 
salvation) from our enemies! As Zacharias spoke by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the salvation which 
he mentions here must necessarily be understood in a 
spiritual sense. Satan, death, and sin are the ene- 
mies from whom Jesus came to deliverus. Sin is the 
most dangerous of all, and is properly the only enemy 
we have to fear. Satan is without us, and can have 
no power over us, but what he gets through sin. Death 
is only in our flesh, and shall be finally destroyed (as 
it affects us) on the morning of the resurrection. 
Jesus redeems from sin; this is the grand, the glo- 
rious, the important victory. Let us get sin cast out, 
and then we need fear neither death, nor the devil. 

Verse 72. His holy covenant] See the note on 
ver. 54. 

Verses 74, 75. Being deliwered, &c.| The salva- 
tion brought by Jesus Christ, consists in the following 
things :— 

1. We are to be delivered out of the hand of our 
enemies, and from all that hate us; so that sin shall 
neither have dominion over us, nor existence in us. 

2. We are to worship God, Aatpevery, to render him 
that service and adoration which the letter and spirit 
of his religion require. 

3. We are to live in holiness, a strict nward con 
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The prophecy of Zacharias CHAP..1L concerning his son John. 
A.M i000. ='76 And thou, child, shalt be people *by » the remission of their 4,M-100°. 


42, Glymp. called the prophet of the Highest: 
for * thou shalt go before the face 
of the Lord to prepare his ways ; 
77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his 


=Jsa. xl. 3; Mal. iii. 1; iv. 5; Matt. xi. 10; ver. 17. 
1.4; chap. iii. 3. » Or, for. 


a Mark 


formity to the mind of Christ—and righteousness, a 
full outward conformity to the precepts of the Gospel. 
4. This is to be done before God, under the con- 
tinual influence and support of his grace, and with a 
constant evidence of his presence and approbation. 

5. This state is a state of true happiness—it is 
without fear. Sin is all cast out, holiness is brought 
in; God’s power upholds, and his approbation cheers 
and comforts, the believing heart. Thus misery is 
precluded, and happiness established. 

6. This blessedness is to continue as long as we 
exist—all the days of our life, in all ages, in all situa- 
tions, and in all circumstances. What a pity to have 
lived so long without God in the world, when so 
much happiness and glory are to be enjoyed in union 
with him! 

Tn¢ Sone, in the last clause, is omitted by many 
MSS., versions, and fathers. Griesbach has left it out 
of the text: however, it is but of small importance 
whether we read all our days, or, all the days of our 
life. 

Verse 76. And thou, child, &c.] Zacharias pro- 
claims the dignity, employment, doctrine, and success 
of his son; 
and the Gentiles. 

1. His dignity. Thou shalt be called (constituted) 
a prophet of the Most High. Prophet has two accepta- 
tions :—Ist. A person who foretells future events ; 
and, 2dly. A teacher of men in the things of God, 
1 Cor. xiv. 3. John was a prophet in doth senses: he 
proclaimed the mercy which should be communicated ; 
announced the baptism of the Holy Spirit; and taught 
men how to leave their sins, and how to find the sal- 
vation of God. See chap. ui. 5-14. His very name, 
Jehochanan, the grace or mercy of Jehovah, (see ver. 
60,) was a constant prediction of the salvation of God. 
Our Lord terms him the greatest prophet which had 
ever appeared in the world. He had the honour of 
being the Jast and clearest prophet of the old cove- 
nant, and the first of the new. 

2. His employment. Thou shait go before the face 
of the Lord to prepare his ways. He should be the 
wnmediate forerunner of Jesus Christ, none being capa- 
ble of succeeding him in his ministry but Christ him- 
self. He was to prepare his ways, to be the honoured 
instrument, in the hands of God, of disposing the 
hearts of multitudes of the Israelites to believe in and 
follow the Lord Jesus. 

3. Zacharias points out the doctrine or teaching of 
John. It should be yrwore cwrnptac, the science of sal- 
vation. Men are ignorant, and they must be instructed. 
Human sciences may be profitable in earthly matters, 
but cannot profit the sowl. The science that teaches 
God must come from God. No science is of any avail 

1 


and the ruin and recovery of the Jews | 


sins, 

78 Through the ° tender mercy 
of our God; whereby the 4 day-spring from on 
high hath visited us, 


An. a 
CXCIIL. 4. 


© Or, bowels of the mercy. 4 Or, sun-rising, or, branch ; Num 
xxiv. 17; Isa, xi. 1; Zech. ii. 8; vi. 12; Mal. iv. 2. 


to the soul that does not bring salvation with it: this 
is the excellence of heavenly science, and an excel- 
lence that is peculiar to itself. No science but that 
which comes from God can ever save a soul from the 
power, the guilt, and the pollution of sin. 

4. Zacharias predicts the success of his son’s mi- 
nistry. Under his preaching, the people should be 
directed to that tender mercy of God, through which 
they might obtain the remission of their sins, ver. 77, 
78. Those who are sent by God, and preach his 
truth, and Ais only, shall always be successful in their 
work ; for it is for this very purpose that God has sent 
them; and it would be a marvellous thing, indeed, 
should they labour in vain. But there never was such 
a case, since God made man, in which a preacher was 
Divinely commissioned to preach Jesus and his salva- 
tion, and yet had no fruit of his labour. 

5. Zacharias points out the wretched state in which 
the inhabitants of Judea and the Gentile world were 
then found. 1. Their feet had wandered owt of the 
way of peace, (ver. 79,) of temporal and spiritual pros- 
perity. 2. They had got into a state of darkness— 
they were blind concerning the things of God, and the 
things which belonged to their salvation. 3, They 
had become contented inhabitants of this land of intel- 
lectual darkness—they had sat down in it, and were 
not concerned to get out of it. 4. They were about 
to perish in it—death had his dominion there; and his 
swift approaches to them were now manifested to the 
prophet by seeing his shadow cast upon them. Igno- 
rance of God and salvation is the shadow of death ; 
and the substance, eternal ruin, is essentially connected 
with the projected shadow. See these phrases explain- 
ed at large on Matt. iv. 16. 

6. Zacharias proclaims the recovery of a lost world. 
As the removal of this darkness, and redemption from 
this death, were now at hand, John is represented 
as being a day-spring from on high, a morning star, 
that foretold the speedy approach of the day, and the 
rising of the Sun of righteousness. ‘That these words 
should be applied to John, and not to Christ, I am 
fully satisfied ; and cannot give my reasons better for 
the arrangement I have made in the preceding notes, 
than in the words of an eminent critic, who, I find, 
has adopted nearly the same plan with myself. The 
passage, as I read it, is as follows: Through the ten- 
der mercy of our God, by which he hath visited us: a 
day-spring from on high, to give light to them that sit 
in the darkness and in the shadow of death, &c. 
“Let the reader judge, whether my arrangement of 
this passage, which much better suits the original, be 
not far more elegant, and in all respects superior to 
the old translation. Thou, child! wilt be a teacher— 
THOU WILT BE a day-spring from the sky, And with 
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The decree of Augustus for 


A,M.4000. 79 © To give light to them that 
An. Olymp. sit in darkness, and am the shadow 
0 death; to guide our feet into the 
way of peace. 


e Isa. ix. 2; xlii. 7; xlix.9; Matt. iv. 16; Acts xxv. 18. 


what beauty and propriety is John, the forerunner of 
our Lord, styled the dawn of day, that ushers in the 
rising of the Sun of righteousness! And the conclud- 
ing words—to guide our feet into the way of peace— 
is a comprehensive clause, after the manner of He- 
brew poetry, belonging equally to the former sentence, 
beginning at—And thou, child !—and the latter, be- 
ginning at—A day-spring from the sky: for the peo- 
ple spoken of in the former are the Jews ; and in the 
latter, the Gentiles.” —W AKEFIELD. 

Verse 80. The child grew] Increased in stature 
and bodily vigour. And waxed strong in sprit—had 


ST. LUKE. 


the enrolment of the Jews. 


80 And ‘the child grew, and 4M. 4000 
waxed strong in spirit, and £ was in = Obymp. 
the deserts till the day of his show- kd 
ing unto Israel. 


f Chap. ii. 40.——% Matt. iii. 1; xi. 7. 


his understanding Divinely illuminated and confirmed 
in the truths of God. And was in the deserts—the 
city of Hebron, the circumjacent hill country, and in 
or near Nazareth. Tull the time of his showing, or 
manifestation—till he was thirty years of age, before 
which time the law did not permit a man to enter 
into the public ministry, Num. iv. 3. See also 
chap. il. 23. 

So much has already been said, by way of practical 
improvement of the different subjects in this im- 
portant chapter, as to preclude the necessity of any 
addition here. 


CHAPTER II. 


The decree of Augustus to enrol all the Roman empire, 1, 2. 
His birth is announced to the shepherds, 8-14. 


enrolled, 3-5. Christ is born, 6, 7. 
lehem, and find Joseph, Mary, and Christ, 15-20. 
him in the temple, 22-24. 
holy family return to Nazareth, 39, 40. 
Jesus behind in Jerusalem, 41-44. 


Simeon receives him: his song, 25-35. 
They go to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover, and leave 
They return seeking him,and find him in the midst of the doctors, 45 


Joseph and Mary go to their own city to be 
They go to Beth- 
Is parents goto present 
The 


Christ is circumcised, 21. 
Anna the prophetess, 36-38. 


—47. His mother chides him, 48. His defence of his conduct, 49,50. They all return to Nazareth, 51, 52. 


ce AND it came to pass in those 
An. Olymp. days, that there went out 


CXCIILI. 4. 
————— _ a decree from Ceasar Augustus, 


a Or, enrolled. 


NOTES ON CHAP. II. 

Verse 1. Caesar Augustus] This was Caius Cesar 
Octavianus Augustus, who was proclaimed emperor 
of Rome in the 29th year before our Lord, and died 
A. D. 14. 

That all the world should be tawed.| Wacav rnv 
otxounernv, the whole of that empire. It is agreed, on 
all hands, that this cannot mean the whole world, as 
in the common translation; for this very sufficient 
reason, that the Romans had not the dominion of the 
whole earth, and therefore could have no right to 
raise levies or taxes in those places to which their 
dominion did not extend. Ozcovwevn signifies properly 
the inhabited part of the earth, from ovcew, to dwell, 
or inhabit. Polybius makes use of the very words in 
this text to point out the extent of the Roman govern- 
ment, lib. vi. c. 48; and Plutarch uses the word in 
exactly the same sense, Pomp. p. 635. See the pas- 
sages in Wetstein. Therefore the whole that could 
be meant here, can be no more than that a general 
census of the inhabitants and their effects had been 
made in the reign of Augustus, through all the Roman 
dominions. 

But as there is no general census mentioned in any 
historian as having taken place at this time, themean- 
ing of ovxovzery must be farther restrained, and applied 
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that all the world should be ar ye 
pata ghee 
2 (>And this taxing was first made ————— 


b Acts v. 37. 


solely to the land of Judea. ‘This signification it cer- 
tainly has in this same evangelist, chap. xxi. ver. 26. 
Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth, tn 
otxovjevn, this land. 'The whole discourse relates to 
the calamities that were coming, not upon the whole 
world, nor the whole of the Roman empire, but on the 
land of Judea, see ver. 21. Then let them that are 
in Judea flee to the mountains. Out of Judea, there- 
fore, there would be safety; and only those who 
should be with child, or gwing suck, in those days, are 
considered as peculiarly unhappy, because they could 
not flee away from that land on which the scourge was 
to fall: for the wrath, or punishment, shall be, says 
our Lord, ev tT Aaw Tovrw, ON THIS VERY PEOPLE, Viz. 
the Jews, ver. 23. It appears that St. Luke used 
this word in this sense in conformity to the Septuagint, 
who have applied it in precisely the same way, Isa. 
xiii. 11; xiv. 26; xxiv. 1. And from this we may 
learn, that the word ockovuyevy had been long used as 
a term by which the land of Judea was commonly 
expressed. ‘H yn, which signifies the earth, or world 
in general, is frequently restrained to this sense, being 
often used by the evangelists and others for all the 
country of Judea. See Luke iv. 25; Josh. ii. 3. 

It is probable that the reason why this enrolment, 
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Joseph and Mary enrolled. 


A.M. 4000. when Cyrenius was. governor of 
An. Olymp. Syria.) : 
SLE 8 And all went to.be taxed, every 
one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto 
°the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 
(‘because he was of the- house and lineage 


of David:) 


©] Sam. xvi. 1, 4; John vii. 42——4 Matt. i. 16; chap. i. 27. 


or census, is said to have been throughout ihe whole 
Jewish nation, was to distinguish it from that partial 
one, made ten years after, mentioned Acts v. 37, 
which does not appear to have extended beyond the 
estates of Archelaus, and which gaye birth to the in- 
surrection excited by Judas of Galilee. See Josephus, 
Ant. book xx. c. 3. 

Verse 2. This taxing was first made when Cyrenius, 
&c.] The next difficulty in this text is found in this 


verse, which may be translated, Now this first enrol- 


ment was made when Quirinus was governor of Syria. 

It is easily proved, and has been proved often, that 
Caius Sulpicius Quirinus, the person mentioned in the 
text, was not governor of Syria, till fen or twelve 
years after the birth of our Lord. — : 

_ St. Matthew says that our Lord was born in the 

reign of Herod, chap. u. 1, at which time Quintilius 
Varus was president of Syria, (Joseph. Ant. book 
xvii. c. 5, sect. 2,) who was preceded in that office 
by Sentius Saturninus. Cyrenius, or Quirinus, was 
not sent into Syria till Archelaus was removed from 
the government of Judea; and Archelaus had reigned 
there between nine and ten years after the death of 
Herod; so that it is impossible that the census men- 
tioned by the evangelist could have been made in the 
presidency of Quirinus. 

Several learned men have produced solutions of 
this difficulty ; and, indeed, there are various ways of 
solving it, which may be seen at length in Lardner, 
vol. i. p. 248-329. One or other of the two following 
appears to me to be the true. meaning of the text. 

1. When Augustus published this decree, it is sup- 
posed that Quirinus, who was a very active man, and 
a person in whom the emperor confided, was sent into 
Syria and Judea with extraordinary powers, to make 
the census here mentioned; though, at that time, he 
was not governor of Syria, for Quintilius Varus was 
then president ; and that when he came, ten or twelve 
years after, into the presidency of Syria, there was 
ancther census made, to both of which St. Puke 
alludes, when he says, Tis was the first assessment 
of Cyrenius, governor of Syria; for so Dr. Lardner 
translates the words. The passage, thus translated, 
does not say that this assessment was made when Cy- 
renius was governor of Syria, which would not have 
been the truth; but that this was the first assessment 
which Cyrenius, who was (i. e. afterwards) governor 
of Syria, made ; for after he became governor, he made 
a second. Lardner defends this opinion in a very sa- 
tisfactory and masterly manner. See yol. i. p. 317, &c. 

Vou. I. ( “22° -) 


CHAP. II. 


The birth of Christ. 

5 Tobe taxed with Mary © his es- eae 
poused wife, being great with child. te Ole. 
6 9 And so it was, that while they ——_—— 
were there, the days were accom- A-M #001. 
plished that she should be delivered. An. Olymp. 


CXCIV. 1. 
7 * And she brought forth her first- ies 


born son, and wrapped. him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn. 


e Matt. i. 18; chap, 1. 27——f Matt. i. 25. 


2. The second way of solving this difficulty is by 
translating the words thus: This enrolment was made 
BEFORE Cyrenius was governor of Syria; or, before 
that of Cyrenius. This sense the word xpwro¢g ap- 
pears to have, John i. 30: 67¢ mportog pov ny, for he 
was BEFORE me. xv. 18: The world hated me BrrorE 
(zpwrtov) it hated you. See also 2 Sam. xix. 43. 
Instead of xpwrn, some critics read xpo ty¢, This en- 
rolment was made BrrorE THAT of Cyrenius. Mi- 
chaelis, and some other eminent and learned men, have 
been of this opinion: but their conjecture is not sup- 
ported by any MS. yet discovered; nor, indeed, is there 
any occasion for it. As the words in the evangelist 
are very ambiguous, the second solution appears to 
me to be the best. 

Verse 3. And all went to be taxed, every one into 
his own city.| The Roman census was an institution 
of Servius Tullius, sixth king of Rome. ~ From the 
account which Dionysius of Halicarnassus gives of it, 
we may at once see its nature. 

“He ordered all the citizens of Rome to register 
their estates according to their value in money, taking 
an oath, in a form he prescribed, to deliver a faithful 
account according to the best of their knowledge, spe- 
cifying the names of their parents, their own age, the 
names of their wives and children, adding also what 
quarter of the city, or what town in the country, they 
lived in.” Ant. Rom. 1. iv. c. 15. p. 212. Edit. Huds. 

A Roman census appears to have consisted of these 
two parts: 1. The account which the people were 
obliged to give in of their names, quality, employ- 
ments, wives, children, servants, and estates; and 
2. The value set upon the estates by the censors, and 
the proportion in which they adjudged them to contri- 
bute to the defence and support of the state, either in 
men or money, or both: and this seems to have been 
the design of the censns or enrolment in the text. 
This census was probably similar to that made jn Eng- 
land in the reion of William the Conqueror, whieh is 
contained in what is termed Domesday Book, now in 
the Chapter House, Westminster, and dated 1086. 

Verse 5. With Mary his espoused wife] There 
was no necessity for Mary to have gone to Bethlehem, 
as Joseph’s presence could have answered the end pro- 
posed in the census as well without Mary as with her; 
but God so ordered it, that the prophecy of Micah should 
be thus fulfilled, and that Jesus should be born in 
the city of David; Mie. v. 2. 

Verse 7, Laid him in a manger] Wetstein has 
shown, from a multitude of instances, that ¢atvy means 
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An angel appears 


A. ans ath 8 % And there were in the same 
Pa “OK mp. country shepherds abiding in the 
CXCIV r i. y P to) 


field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 


& Or, the night-watches. 


not merely the manger, but the whole stable, and this 
J think is its proper meaning in this place. The Latins 
use presepe, a manger, in the same sense. So Vir- 
gil, Ain. vil. p. 275. 


Stabant ter centwn midi in presepibus altis. 
“Three hundred sleek horses stood in lofty stables.” 


Many have thought that this was a full proof of the 
meanness and poverty of the holy family, that they 
were obliged to take up their lodging ina stable ; but 
such people overlook the reason given by the inspired 
penman, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
As multitudes were going now to be enrolled, all the 
lodgings in the inn had been occupied defore Joseph 
and Mary arrived. An honest man who had worked 
diligently at his business, under the peculiar blessing 
of God, as Joseph undoubtedly had, could not have 
been so destitute of money as not to be able to pro- 
cure himself and wife a comfortable lodging for a 
night; and, had he been so ill fitted for the journey 
as some unwarrantably imagine, we may take it for 
granted he would not have brought his wife with him, 
who was in such a state as not to be exposed to any 
inconveniences of this kind without imminent danger. 

There was no room for them in the inn.| In ancient 
times, inns were as respectable as they were useful, 
being fitted up for the reception of travellers alone :— 
now, they are frequently haunts for the idle and the 
profligate, the drunkard and the infidel;—in short, for 
any kind of guests except Jesus and his genuine fol- 
lowers. To this day there is little room for such in 
most inns; nor indeed have they, in general, any bu- 
siness in such places. As the Hindoos travel in large 
companies to holy places and to festivals, it often hap- 
pens that the inns (suraies) are so crowded that there 
is not room for one half of them: some lie at the 
door, others in the porch. ‘These inns, or lodging- 
houses, are kept by Mohammedans, and Mussulmans 
obtain prepared food at them; but the Hindoos pur- 
chase rice, &c., and cook it, paying about a halfpenny 
a night for their lodging. Warp’s Customs. 

Verse 8. There were—shepherds abiding in the 
field| There is no intimation here that these shepherds 
were exposed to the open air. ‘They dwelt in the 
fields where they had their sheep penned up; but they 
undoubtedly had tents or booths under which they dwelt. 

Keeping watch—by night.] Or, as in the margin, 
keeping the watches of the night, i. e. each one keep- 
ing a watch (which ordinarily consisted of three hours) 
in his turn. The reason why they watched them in 
the field appears to have been, either to preserve the 
sheep from beasts of prey, such as wolves, foxes, &c., 
or from freebooting banditti, with which all the land 
of Judea was at that time much infested. It was a 
custom among the Jews to send out their sheep to the 
deserts, about the passover, and bring them home at 
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ST. LUKE. 


to certain shepherds. 

9 And lo, the angel of the Lord 4 M001. 
An. Olymp. 

came upon them, and the glory of epee 


the Lord shone round about them: 
+ and they were sore afraid. 


h Chap. i. 12. 


the commencement of the first rain: during the time 
they-were out, the shepherds watched them night and 
day. As the passover occurred in the spring, and the 
first rain began early in the month of Marchesvan, 
which answers to part of our October and November, 
we find that the sheep were kept out in the open coun- 
try during the whole of the swmmer. And as these 
shepherds had not yet brought home their flocks, it is 
a presumptive argument that October had not yet com- 
menced, and that, consequently, our Lord was not born 
on the 25th of December, when no flocks were out in 
the fields; nor could he have been born later than 
September, as the flocks were still in the fields by 
might. On this very ground the natiwity in Decem- 
ber should be given up. The feeding of the flocks by 
night in the fields is a chronological fact, which casts 
considerable light upon this disputed point. See the 
quotations from the Talmudists in Lightfoot. 

The teme in which Christ was born has been con- 
sidered a subject of great importance among Chris- 
tians.’ However, the matter has been considered of 
no moment by Him who inspired the evangelists ; as 
not one hint is dropped on the subject, by which it 
might be possible even to guess nearly to the time, 
except the chronological fact mentioned above. A 
late writer makes the following remark: “The first 
Christians placed the baptism of Christ about the be- 
ginning of the fifteenth year of Tiseriws ; and thence 
reckoning back thirty years, they placed his birth in the 
forty-third year of the Julian period, the forty-second 
of Augustus, and the twenty-eighth after the victory 
at Actiwm. This opinion obtained till A. D. 527, 
when Dionysius Hxiguus invented the vulgar account. 
Learned and pious men have trifled egregiously on 
this subject, making that of importance which the 
Holy Spirit, by his silence, has plamly informed them 
is of none. Fabricius gives a catalogue of no less 
than 136 different opinions concerning the year of 
Christ’s birth: and as to his birth pay, that has been 
placed by Christian sects and learned men in every 
month in the year. The Egyptians placed it in Jan- 
uary—Wagenseil, in February—Bochart, in March 
—some, mentioned by Clemens Alexandrinus, in April 
—others, in May—Hpiphanius speaks of some who 
placed it in June—and of others who supposed it to 
hav® been in Jul y—Wagenseil, who was not sure of 
February, fixed it probably in August—Lightfoot, on 
the 15th of September—Sealiger, Casaubon, and Cal- 
visius, in October—others, in November—but the La- 
tin Church, supreme in power, and infallible in judg- 
ment, placed it on the 25th of December, the very 
day on which the ancient Romans celebrated the feast 
of their goddess Bruma.” See more in Robinson’s 
Notes on Claude’s Hssay, vol. i. p. 275, &c. Pope 
Julius I. was the person who made this alteration, and 
it appears to have been done for this reason: the sun 
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They announce the 


SAM, Hoh. 10 And the angel said unto them, 
An. Ces Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 


good tidings of great joy, ‘ which 
shall be to all people. 


iGen. xii. 3; Matt. xxvili. 19; Mark i. 15; ver. 31, 32; chap. 
xxiv. 47; Col. i. 23. 


CHAP. Il. 


birth of Chrast 


x A. M, 4001 
11k Fosseuntos you, iss. Born 4 M10 


this day in the city of David !a An. ‘Olymp. 


ae : ; CXCIV. 1. 
Saviour, ™which. is Christ the ———— 
Lord. 


kIsa. ix. 6——! Matt. i. 21.——™ Matt. i. 16; xvi. 16; chap. i. 
43°, Acts ii. 36; x: 36; Phil. i: 11. 


now began his return towards the northern tropic, 
ending the winter, lengthening the short days, and in- 
troducing the spring. All this was probably deemed 
emblematical of the rising of the Sun of righteous- 
ness on the darkness of this world, and causing the 
day-spring from on high to visit mankind. 

Verse 9. The angel of the Lord came upon them] 
Or, stood over them, exeorn. It is likely that the angel 
appeared in the air at some little distance above them, 
and that from him the rays of the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them, as the rays of light are pro- 
jected from the sun. 

They were sore afraid.| Terrified with the appear- 
ance of so glorious a being, and probably fearing that 
he was a messenger of justice, coming to denounce 
Divine judgments, or punish them immediately, for 
sins with which their consciences would not fail, on 
‘such an occasion, to reproach them. 

Verse 10. Behold, I bring you good tidings] I am 
not come to declare the judgments of the Lord, but 
his merciful loving-kindness, the subject being a mat- 
ter of great joy. He then declares his message. 
Unto you—to the Jews first, and then to the human 
race. Some modern MSS. with the utmost impro- 
priety read 7ucv, us, as if angels were included in this 
glorious work of redemption; but St. Paul says, he 
took not upon him the nature of angels, but the seed 
of Abraham, i. e. the nature of Abraham and his pos- 
terity, the human nature; therefore the good news is 
to you,—and not to yourselves exclusively, for it is 
to all people, to all the inhabitants of this land, and 
to the inhabitants of the whole earth. 

Verse 11. A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.] 
A Saviour, co7np, the same as Jesus, from cwferv, to 
make safe, to delwer, preserve, to make alive, thus 
used by the Septuagint for nn hecheiah, to cause to 
escape; used by the same for 05d to confide in, to 
hope. See the extensive acceptations of the verb in 
Mintert, who adds under Yornp: “ The word proper- 
ly denotes such a Saviour as perfectly frees us from 
all evil and danger, and is the author of perpetual sal- 
vation.” On the word Jesus, see John i. 29. 

Which is Christ. Xpiotoc, the anointed, from ypro 
to anoint, the same as WwD Messiah, from Nw ma- 
shach. This name points out the Saviour of the 
world in his prophetic, regal, and sacerdotal offices : 
as in ancient times, prophets, kings, and priests were 
anointed with oil, when installed into their respective 
offices. Anointing was the same with them as conse- 
craton is with us. Oil is still used in the consecration 
of kings. 

It appears from Isa. Ixi. 1, that anointing with oil, 
in consecrating a person to any important office, whe- 
ther civil or religious, was considered as an emblem 
of the communication of the gifts and graces of the 
Holy Spirit. This ceremony was used on three occa- 
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sions, viz. the installation of prophets, proests, and 
kings, into theit respective offices. But why should 
such an anointing be deemed necessary ? Because the 
common sense of men taught them that all good, 
whether spiritual or secular, must come from God, its 
origin and cause. Hence it was taken for granted, 1. 
That no man could foretell events, unless inspired by 
the Spirit of God. And therefore the prophet was 
anointed, to signify the communication of the Spirit of 
wisdom and knowledge. 2. That no person could 
offer an acceptable sacrifice to God for the sins of men, 
or profitably minister in holy things, unless enlight- 
ened, influenced, and directed by the Spirit of grace 
and holiness. Hence the priest was anointed, to sig- 
nify his being divinely qualified for the due performance 
of his sacred functions. 3. That no man could enact 
just and equitable laws, which should have the pros- 
perity of the community and the welfare of the indi- 
vidual continually in view, or could use the power 
confided to him only for the suppression of vice and 
the encouragement of virtue, but that man who was ever 
under the inspiration of the Almighty. Hence kings 
were inaugurated by anointing with oil. Two of these 
offices only exist in all civilized nations, the sacerdotal 
and regal ; and in some countries the priest and king 
are still consecrated by anointing. »In the Hebrew 
language, NW?) mashach signifies to anoint ; and mwnn 
ha-mashiach, the anointed person. But as no man 
was ever dignified by holding the three offices, so no 
person ever had the title ha-mashiach, the anointed 
one, but Jesus the Christ. He alone is King of kings, 
and Lord of lords: the king who governs the universe, 
and rules in the hearts of his followers; the prophet 
to instruct men in the way wherein they should go; 
and the great high priest, to make atonement for their 
sins. Hence he is called the Messias, a corruption of 
the word mwnn ha-mashiach, THE anointed ONE, in 
Hebrew; which gave birth to 6 Xpiotoc, ho Christos, 
which has precisely the same signification in Greek. 
Of him, Melchizedek, Abraham, Aaron, David, and 
others, were illustrious types; but none of these had 
the title of tHe Mzssian, or the ANoinTED of Gop. 
This does, and ever will, belong exclusively to Jusus 
the CurisT. 

The Lord. Kvptoc, the supreme, eternal Being, the 
ruler of the heavens and the earth. The Septuagint 
generally translate mm’ Yehovah by Kupioc. This 
Hebrew word, from 77 hayah, he was, properly points 
out the eternity and self-existence of the Supreme 
Being ; and if we may rely on the authority of Hesy- 
chius, which no scholar will call in question, Kvpzog is 
a proper translation of 717" Yehouah, as it comes from 
Kupo,—rvyyave, I am, I exist. Others derive it from 
kvpoc, authority, legislative power. It is certain that 
the lordship of Christ must be considered in a mere 
spiritual sense, as he never set up any secular govern- 
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The grand subject of the Gospel. 


A M400l, 12 And this shall be a sign unto 
An, Olymp. you: Ye shall find the babe wrap- 
CXCIV. 1 he She 
——_- ped in swaddling clothes, lying in} 
a manger. 


13 » And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 

14 °Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth P peace, 4 good will toward men. 

15 (And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, * the 


ST. LUKE. 


The shepherds find. Christ. 


shepherds said one to another, Let sao 


us now go even unto Bethlehem, se ee 
and see this thing which is come to , 
pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying ina 
manger. re 

17 And when they had seen zt, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. 


exlvill. 2; 


E Gen. xxviii les, xxi, dy se SA. lids CO, l 5 
Eph. 


Dan. vii. 10; Heb. i. 14; Rev. v. 11. © Chap. xix. 38; 
1.6; ui. 10, 21; Rev. v. 13. 


ment upon earth, nor commanded any to be established 
in his name ; and there is certainly no spiritual govern- 
ment but that of God: and indeed the word Lord, in 
the text, appears to be properly understood, when ap- 
plied to the deity of Christ. Jesus is a prophet, to 
reveal the will of God, and instruct men in it. He is 
a priest, to offer up sarrifice, and make atonement for 
the sin of the world. He is Lord, to rule over and 
rule in the souls of the children of men: in a word, 
he is Jesus the Saviour, to deliver from the power, 
guilt, and pollution of sin; to enlarge and vivify, by 
the influence of his Spirit; to preserve in the possession 
of the salvation which he has communicated; to seal 
those who believe, heirs of glory; and at last to receive 
them into the fulness of beatitude in his eternal joy. 

Verse 12. This shall be @ sign (or token) unto you] 
You shall find this glorious-person, howeyer strange it 
may appear, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
stable! It is by humility that Christ comes to reign ; 
and this is the only way into his kingdom! Pride is 
the character of all the children of Adam: humility 
the mark of the Son of God, and of all his followers. 
Christ came in the way of humility to destroy that 
pride which is the root of evil in the souls of men. 
And thus, according to the old medical aphorism, 
“ Opposites are destroyed by their opposites.” 

Verse 13. Suddenly there was with the angel, &c.| 
This multitude of the heavenly host had just now 
descended from on high, to honour the new-born 
Prince of peace, to give his parents the fullest convic- 
tion of his glory and excellence, and to teach the 
shepherds, who were about to be the first proclaimers 
of the Gospel, what to think and what to speak of him, 
who, while he appeared as a helpless infant, was the 
object of worship to the angels of God. 

Verse 14. Glory to God in the highest] The de- 
sign of God, in the incarnation, was to manifest the 
hidden glories of his nature, and to reconcile men to 
each other and to himself. The angels therefore de- 
clare that this incarnation shall manifest and promote 
the glory of God, ev wcroue, not only in the highest 
heavens, among the highest orders of beings, but in the 
highest and most exalted degrees. For in this: asto- 
rtialhing display of God's merey, attributes of the Di- 
vine nature which had not been and could not be 
known in any other way should be now exhibited in 

372 


; Eph. ii. 17; Col. 1.20. 


PIsa. lvii. 19; chap. i. 79; Rom. v. 
1 John iv. 9, 10 


4 John in. 16 ; Eph. shee Sarge pais ii. 16; 
® Gr. the men, ‘the shepherds. 


the fulness of their glory, that even the angels should 
have fresh objects to contemplate, and new glories to 
exult in. These things the angels desire to look into, 
1 Pet. i. 12, and they desire it because they feel they 
are thus interested in it. The incarnation of Jesus 
Christ is an infinite and eternal benefit. Heaven and 
earth both partake of the fruits of it, and through it 
angels and men become one family, Eph. i. 15. 

Peace, good will toward men.| Men are in a state 
of hostility with Heaven and with each other. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God. He who sins 
wars against his Maker ; and 


“Foe to God was ne’er true friend to man.” 


When men become reconciled to God, through the 
death of his Son, they love one another. They have 
peace with God; peace in the own consciences ; and 
peace with their nexghbours: gvod will dwells among 
them, speaks in them, and works by them. Well 
might this state of salvation be represented under the 
notion of the kingdom of God, a counterpart of eternal 
felicity. See on Matt: in. 2. 

Verse 15. Let us now go even unto Bethlehem] 
AceAOapev, let us go across the country at the nearest, 
that we may lose no time, that we may speedily see 
this glorious reconciler of God and man. All delays 
are dangerous: but he who delays to seek Jesus, 
when the angels, the messengers: of God, bring him 
glad tidings of salvation, risks his present safety and 
his eternal happiness. O, what would the damned 
in hell give for those moments in which the living 
hear of salvation, had they the same possibility of re- 
ceiving it! Reader, be wise. Acquaint thyself now 
with God, and be at peace; and thereby good will 
come unto thee. Amen. 

Verse 17. They made known abroad the saying] 
These shepherds were the first preachers of the Gos- 
pel of Christ: and what was their text? Why, Glory 
to God wm the highest heavens, and on earth peace and 
good will among men. ‘This is the elegant and ener- 
getic saying, which comprises the sum and substance 
of the Gospel of God. This, and this only, is the 
message which all Christ’s true pastors or shepherds 
bring to men. He who, while he professes the reli. 
gion of Christ, disturbs society by his preachings or 
writings, who excludes from the salvation of God all 
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Christ is circumcised. 


aa 18 And all they that heard zt 


eee. wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. 

19 *But Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

21 4 * And when eight days were accomplish- 
ed for the circumcising of the child, his name 
was called * JESUS, which was so named of 


* Gen. xxxvil. 11; chap. i. 66; ver. 51. Gen. xvi. 12; Lev. 
xii. 3; chap. i 59. «Matt. i. 21, 25-; chap. i. 31. 


who hold not his religeous or political creed, never 
knew the nature of the Gospel, and neyer felt its 
power or influence. How can religious contentions, 
cwil broils, or open wars, look that Gospel in the face 
which publishes nothing but glory to God, and peace 
and good will among men? Crusades for the recovery 
of a holy land so called, (by the way, latterly, the most 
unholy in the map of the world,) and wars for the 
support of religion, are an insult to the Gospel, and 
blasphemy against God! 

Verse 19. And pondered them in her heart.] 
LuyuBarAovoa, Weighing them in her heart. Weighing 
is an English translation of our word pondering, from 
the Latin ponderare. Every circumstance relative to 
her son’s birth, Mary treasured up in her memory ; 
and every new circumstance she weighed, or compared 
with those which had already taken place, in order to 
acquire the fullest information concerning the nature 
and mission. of her son. 

Verse 20. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising] These simple men, having satisfactory evi- 
dence of the truth of the good tidings, and feeling a 
Divine influence upon their own minds, returned to the 
eare of their flocks, glorifying God for what he had 
shown them, and for the blessedness which they felt. 
« Jesus Christ, born of a woman, laid in a stable, pro- 
claimed and ministered to by the heavenly host, should 
be a subject of frequent contemplation to the pastors 
of his Church. After having compared the predictions 
of the prophets with the facts stated in the evangelic 
history, their own souls being hereby confirmed in 
these sacred truths, they will return to their flocks, 
glorifying and praising God for what they had seen 
and heard in the Gospel history, just as it had been 
told them in the writings of the prophets; and, preach- 
ing these mysteries with the fullest conviction of their 
truth, they become instruments in the hands of God of 
begetting the same faith in their hearers ; and thus the 
glory of God and the happiness of his people are both 
promoted.” What subjects for contemplation !—what 
matter for praise ! 

Verse 21. When erght days were accomplished] 
The law had appointed that every male should be cir- 
cumcised at eight days old, or on the eighth day after 
its birth, Gen. xvii. 12; and our blessed Lord received 


CHAP. II. 


circumcision in token of his subjection to the law, Gal. | 
ive 4givied: 
1 


He is presented in the temple 


the angel, before he was conceived 4,M.4001 
in the womb. ym 

22 “| And when ¥ the days of her 
purification according to the law of Moses 
were accomplished, they brought him to Jeru- 
salem, to present him to the Lord ; 

23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, 
~ Every male that openeth the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord ;) 

24 And to offer a sacrifice, according to 
*that which is said in the law of the Lord, 


An. Olymp. 
CXCIV. 1. 


v Lev. xi. 2, 3, 4, 6.- Ww Exodus xiii. 2; xxii, 29; xxxiv. 19, 
Num. 11.13; viii. 17; xviii. 15. x Lev. xii. 2, 6, 8. 


His name was called JESUS] See on Matt. i. 21, 
and John 1. 29. 

Verse 22. Days of her purification] That is, thirty- 
three days after what was termed the seven days of 
her uncleanness—forty days in all: for that was the 
time appointed by the law, after the birth of a male 
child. See Lev. xii. 2, 6. 

The MSS. and versions differ much in the pronoun 
in this place: some reading avtyc, HER purification ; 


others avrov, His purification; others avtwv, THEIR 


purification; and others avrow, the purification of 
THEM BoTH. ‘Two versions and two of the fathers 
omit the pronoun. Avtor, their, and avrov, his, have 
the greatest authorities in their support, and the former 
is received into most of the modern editions. A need- 
less scrupulosity was, in my opinion, the origin of these 
various readings. Some would not allow that doth 
needed purification, and referred the matter to Mary 
alone. Others thought nezther could be supposed to 
be legally impure, and therefore omitted the pronoun 
entirely, leaving the meaning indeterminate. As there 
could be no moral defilement in the case, and what 
was done being for the performance of a legal cere- 
mony, it is of little consequence which of the readings 
is received into the text. 

The purification ef every mother and child, which 
the law enjoined, is a powerful argument in proof of 
that original corruption and depravity which every 
human being brings into the world. 'The woman to be 
purified was placed in the east gate of the court, called 
Nicanor’s gate, and was there sprinkled with blood : 
thus she received the atonement. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 24. And to offer a sacrifice] Neither mother 
nor child was considered as in the Lord’s covenant, or 
under the Divine protection, till these ceremonies, pre- 
scribed by the law, had been performed. 

A pair of turtle doves, &c.] One was for a burnt- 
offering, and the other for a sin-offering: see Lev. 
xii. 8. The rich were required to bring a lamb; but 
the poor and middling classes were required to bring 
either two turtle doves, or two pigeons. This is a 
proof that the holy family were not in affluence. Jesus 
sanctified the state of poverty, which is the general 
state of man, by passing through it. Therefore the poor 
have the Gospel preached unto them ; and the poor are 
they who principally receive it. 

Though neither Mary nor her son needed any of 
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Simeon takes Christ in ST. LUKE. his arms and blesses G'od. 
A.M, 4001. A pair of turtle doves, or two young| before he had seen the’ "Lord’st 42M oat 
An. Clyne. pigeons. Christ. Beer 


oe ad 25 § And, behold, there was a 


man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon ; 
and the same man was just and devout, 
Y waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the 
Holy Ghost was upon him. 

26 And it was revealed unto him by the 
Holy Ghost, that he should not *see death, 


y Isa, xl. 1; Mark xy. 43; ver. 38. z Psa. Ixxxix. 48 ; 


these purifications, for she was immaculate, and He 
was the Holy One, yet, had she not gone through the 
days of purification according to the law, she could not 
have appeared in the public worship of the Most High, 
and would have been considered as an apostate from 
the faith of the Israel of God; and had not He been 
circumcised and publicly presented in the temple, he 
could not have been permitted to enter either syna- 
gogue or temple, and no Jew would have heard him 
preach, or had any intercourse or connection with him. 
These reasons are sufficient to account for the purifi- 
cation of the holy virgin, and for the cercwmeision of 
the most holy Jesus. 

Verse 25. And, behold, there was a man in Jeru- 


salem] This man is distinguished because of his singu-, 


lar piety. There can be no doubt that there were 
many persons in Jerusalem named Simeon, besides 
this man; but there was none of the name who merited 
the attention of God so much as he in the text. Such 
persevering exemplary piety was very rare, and there- 
fore the inspired penman ushers in the account with 
behold! Several learned men are of the opinion that 
he was son to the famous Hillel, one of the most cele- 
brated doctors and philosophers which had ever ap- 
peared in the Jewish nation since the time of Moses. 
Simeon is supposed also to have been the Ax or pre- 
sident of the grand Sanhedrin. 

The same man was just] He steadily regulated all 
his conduct by the law of his God: and devout—he 
had fully consecrated himself to God, so that he added 
a pious heart to a righteous conduct. ‘The original 
word evAaBy¢, signifies also a person of good report— 
one well recewved among the people, or one cautious 
and circumspect in matters of religion; from ev, well, 
and AauBavo, I take: it properly denotes, one who 
takes any thing that is held out to him, well and care- 
fully. He so professed and practised the religion of 
his fathers that he gave no cause for a friend to mourn 
on his account, or an enemy to triumph. 

Several excellent MSS. read evoeByc, pious or god- 
ly, from ev, well, and ceBoua, I worship; one who 
worships God well, i, e. in spirit and in truth. 

Waiting for the consolation of Israel] That is, the 
Messiah, who was known among the pious Jews by 
this character : he was to be the consolation of Israel, 
because he was to be its redemption. This consola- 
tion of Israel was so universally expected that the 
Jews swore by it: So let me see the Consolation, of 
such a thing be not so, or so. See the forms in 
Lightfoot. 
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27 And he came *by the Spirit 
into the temple : and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him after the 
custom of the law, 

28 Then took he him up in his arms, and 
blessed God, and said, 

29 Lord, © now lettest thou thy servant de 


Heb. xi. 5. a Matt. iv. 1.——> Gen. xlvi. 30; Phil. i. 23. 


The Holy Ghost was upon him.| He was a man 
divinely inspired, overshadowed, and pr peated by the 
power and influence of the Most High. 

Verse 26. It was revealed unto al He was di- 
vinely informed, kexpnuattouevov—he had an express 
communication from God concerning the subject. The 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him. The 
soul of a righteous and devout man is a proper habita- 
tion for the Holy Spirit. 

He should not see death] They that seek shall find 
it is impossible that a man who is earnestly seeking 
the salvation of God, should be permitted to die with 
out finding it. 

The Lord’s Christ.| Rather, the Lord’s anointed . 
—that prophet, priest, and king, who was typified by 
so many anointed persons under the old covenant, 
and who was appointed to come inthe fulness of time, 
to accomplish all that was written in the law, in the 
prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning him. See 
the note on ver. 11. 

Verse 27. He came by the Spirit into the temple] 
Probably he had in view the prophecy of Malachi, 
chap. iii. 1, The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly 
come to his temple. In this messenger of the covenant, 
the soul of Simeon delighted. Now the prophecy 
was just going to be fulfilled; and the Holy Spirit, 
who dwelt in the soul of this righteous man, directed 
him to go and see its accomplishment. Those who 
come, under the influence of God’s Spirit, to places 
of public worship, will undoubtedly meet with him who 
is the comfort and salvation of Israel. 

After the custom of the law] To present him to the 
Lord, and then redeem him by paying five shekels, 
Num. xviii. 15, 16, and to offer those sacrifices ap- 
pointed by the law. See ver. 24. 

Verse 28. Then took he him up in his arms] What 
must the holy soul of this man have felt in this mo- 
ment! O inestimable privilege! And yet ours need 
not be inferior: If a man Jove me, says Christ, he will 
keep my word; and I and the Father will come in 
unto him, and make our abode with him. And indeed 
even Christ in the arms could not avail a man, if he 
were not formed in his heart. 

Verse 29. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace] Now thou dismissest, arodverc—tloosest him 
from life; having lived long enough to have the grand 
end of life decomplished. 

According to thy word] It was promised to him, 
that he should not die till he had seen the Lord’s 
anointed, ver. 26 ; and now, having seen him, he ex- 
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The prophetic 
ae ke in peace, according to thy 

n. Olymp. word : 
ee 30 For mine eyes ° have seen 
thy salvation, 

31 Which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people ; 

32 4A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel. 

33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled 
at those things which were spoken of him. 

34 And Simeon blessed them, and _ said 
unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is 


© Isa. li. 10; chap. iii. 6. d[saatx. 2 sexi. Os. clix, Oy x 
i, 2,3; Matt. iv. 16; Acts xiii. 47; xxviii. 28. €Tsa. vill. 14; 
Hos. xiv. 9; Matt. xxi. 44; Rom. ix. 32, 33; 1 Cor. i. 23, 24; 


CHAP. II. 


song of Simeon. 


set for the * fall and rising again 4 M1001. 
of many in Israel; and _ for rte Sim. 
fa sign which shall be spoken 2 
against ; 

35 (Yea, @a sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also) that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed. 

36 “I And there was one Anna, a prophetess, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher ; she was of a great age, and had lived 
with a husband seven years from her vir- 
ginity ; 

2 Cor. 1. 16; J Pet. ii. 7, 8.——f Acts xxviii. 22.—— Psa. xlii. 
10; John xix. 25. 


pects to be immediately dismissed in peace into the 
eternal world ; having a full assurance and enjoyment 
of the salvation of God. Though Simeon means his 
death, yet the thing itself is not mentioned; for death 
has not only lost its sting, but its name also, to those 
who have, even by faith, seen the Lord’s anointed. 

Verse 30. Thy salvation] That Saviour which it 
became the goodness of God to bestow upon man, and 
which the necessities of the human race required. 
Christ is called our salvation, as he is called our life, 
our peace, our hope; i. e. he is the author of all these, 
to them who believe. 

Verse 31. Which thou hast prepared] ‘O jroipacac 
—which thou hast mapE READY before the face, in 
the presence, of all people. Here salvation is represent- 
ed under the notion of a feast, which God himself has 
provided for the whole world; and to partake of which 
he has invited all the nations of the earth. There 
seems a direct allusion here to Isa. xxv. 6, &c. ‘In 
this mountain -shall the Lord of hosts make unto all 
people a feast of fat things,” &c. Salvation is pro- 
perly the food of the soul, by which it is nourished 
unto eternal life: he that receiveth not this, must 
perish for ever. 

Verse 32. A light to lighten the Gentiles] we etc 
anoxahuyiy eSvav—A light of the Gentiles, for reve- 
lation. By Moses and the prophets, a light of reve- 
lation was given to the Jews, in the blessedness of 
which the Gentiles did not partake. By Christ and 
his apostles, a luminous revelation is about to be given 
unto the Gentiles, from the blessedness of which the 
Jews in general, by their obstinacy and unbelief, shall 
be long excluded. But to all true Israelites it shall 
be a glory, an evident fulfilment of all the predictions 
of the prophets, relative to the salvation of a lost world; 
and the first offers of it shall be made to the Jewish 
people, who may sce in it the truth of their own Serip- 
tures indisputably evinced. 

Verse 33. Joseph and his mother marvelled| For 
they did not as yet fully know the counsels of God, 
relative to the salvation which Christ was to procure ; 
nor the way in which the purchase was to be made :— 
but to this Simeon refers in the following verses. 

Verse 34. This child is set for the fall] This seems 
an allusion to Isa. vili. 14, 15: Jehovah, Godof hosts, 
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shall be—for a stone of stumbling and rock of offence 
to both houses of Israel ; and many among: them shall 
stumble and fall, &c. As Christ did not come as a 
temporal delwerer, i which character alone the Jews 
expected him, the consequence should be, they would 
reject him, and so fall by the Romans. See Rom. xi. 
11, 12, and Matt. xxiv. But in the fulness of time 
there shall be a rising again of many in Israel. See 
Rom. xi. 26. 

And for a sign) A mark or butt to shoot at—a 
metaphor taken from archers. Or perhaps Simeon 
refers to Isa. xi. 10-12. There shall be a root of 
Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people ; 
to it shall the Gentiles seek :—intimating that the Jews 
would reject it, while the Gentiles should flock to it as 
their ensign of honour, under which they were to en- 
joy a glorious rest. 

That the thoughts (or reasonings) of many hearts 
may be revealed.| Ihave transposed this clause to 
the place to which I believe it belongs. The meaning 
appears to me to be this: The rejection of the Mes- 
siah by the Jewish rulers will sufficiently prove that 
they sought the honour which comes from the world, 
and not that honour which comes from God: because 
they rejected Jesus, merely for the reason that he did 
not bring them a temporal deliverance. So the very 
Pharisees, who were loud in their professions of sanc- 
tity and devotedness to God, rejected Jesus, and got 
him crucified, because his kingdom was not of this 
world. Thus the reasonings of many hearts were re- 
vealed. 

Verse 35. Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also) Probably meaning, Thou also, as well 
as thy son, shall die a martyr for the truth. But as 
this is a metaphor used by the most respectable Greek 
writers to express the most pungent sorrow, it may 
here refer to the anguish Mary must have felt when 
standing beside the cross of her tortured son: John 
xix. 25. 

Verse 36. Anna, a prophetess| It does not appear 
that this person was a prophetess in the strict sense of 
the word, i. e. one who could foretell future events ; 
but rather a holy woman; who, from her extensive 
knowledge and deep experience in Divine things, was 
capable of instructing others ; according to the use of 
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Account of Anna, 


a 37 And she was a widow of about 


An. Olymp. fourscore and four years, which de- 
eee parted not from the temple, but 
served God with fastings and prayers » night 
and day. 

38 And she coming in that instant, gave 
thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of 


ST. LUKE. 


the prophetess. 


him to all them that ‘looked for ee He 
redemption in * Jerusalem. An, Olymp. 
39 | And when they had per- Nopahesis 
formed all things according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 
city Nazareth. 
40 !And the child grew, and waxed strong 


h Acts xxvi. 7; 1 Tim. v. 5— Mark xv. 43; ver. 25; 


chap. xxi. 21.— Or, Israel. 1 Ver, 52; chap. i. 80. ' 


the word mpodntevw, 1 Cor. xiv. 3: He that prophe- 
sieth, speaketh unto men to edification, and to exhorta- 
tion, and to comfort. So we find this holy widow 
proclaiming Jesus to all who looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem, ver. 38. 

The tribe of Asher] This was one of the ten tribes 
of the kingdom of Israel, several families of which 
had returned from their idolatry unto God, in the time 
that Hezekiah proclaimed the passover in Jerusalem, 
which is mentioned 2 Chron. xxx. 1-11. Though 
her family might have been a distinguished one in Je- 
yusalem, yet we find that it was her very exemplary 
piety that entitled her to be thus honourably mentioned 
in the sacred history. It is an honourable thing in- 
deed to have one’s name written in the sacred records ; 
but to be written in the book of life is of infinitely 
greater moment. 

Seven years| She was a pure virgin when married, 
was favoured with her husband but seven years, and 
was now in all, taking in the time of her virginity, 
marriage, and widowhood, eighty-four years of age. 
At such an age, it might be supposed she was reason- 
ably exempted from performing the severer duties of 
yeligion; but her spirit of piety continued still to 
burn with a steady and undiminished flame. 

Verse 37. Departed not from the temple] Attended 
constantly at the hours of prayer, which were nine in 
the morning and three in the afternoon. See Acts ii. 
15; iii. 1. It does not appear that women had any 
other functions to perform in that holy place. 

With fastings| She accompanied her devotion with 
frequent fastings, probably not oftener than twice in 
the week ; for this was the custom of the most rigid 
Pharisees: see chap. xviii. 12. 

Verse 38. Coming in that instant] Avty ty pa, 
at that very tune—while Simeon held the blessed 
Redeemer in his arms, and was singing his departing 
and triwmphal song. 

Gave thanks likewise] She, as well as Simeon, re- 
turned God public thanks, for having sent this Sa- 
viour to Israel. 

Spake of him] Of the nature and design of his mis- 
sion; and the glory that should take place in the land. 

To all them that looked for redemption] As Daniel’s 
seventy weeks were known to be now completed, the 
more pious Jews were in constant expectation of the 
promised Messiah. They were expecting redemption, 
Avtpwowv; such a redemption as was to be brought 
about by an atonement, or expiatory victim, or ransom 
vrice. See on chap. i. 68. 

In Jerusalem.] It is probable she went about from 
house to house, testifying the grace of God. In the 
margin of our common version, Israel is put instead 
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of Jerusalem, which the translators thought was nearly 
as eligible as the word they received into the text. 
This marginal reading is supported by several MSS., 
all the Arabic and Persic versions, the Vulgate, and 
most copies of the Itala. Were this reading to be 
received, it would make a vety essential alteration in 
the meaning of the text, as it would intimate that this 
excellent woman travelled over the land of Israel, 
proclaiming the advent of Christ. At all events, it 
appears that this widow was one of the first publishers 
of the Gospel of Christ, and it is likely that she tra- 
velled with it from house to house through the city of 
Jerusalem, where she knew they dwelt who were ex- 
pecting the salvation of God. 

Verse 39. They returned into Galilee] But not 
immediately : for the coming of the wise men, and the 
retreat of Joseph with his family into Hgypt, happen- 
ed between this period of time, and his going to Naza- 
reth in Galilee.—Bp. Pearce. But it is very likely, 
that as soon as the presentation in the temple, and the 
ceremonies relative to it, had been accomplished, that 
the holy family did return to Galilee, as St. Luke 
here states, and that they continued there till Herod’s 
bloody purpose was discovered to them by the Lord ; 
which probably took some time to bring it to its mur- 
derous crisis, after the departure of the magi. After 
which, they fled into Egypt, where they continued till 
the death of Herod; and it is probable that it is of a 
second return to Nazareth that St. Matthew speaks, 
chap. ii. 23. 

Verse 40. The child grew] As to his body—being 
in perfect health. 

Waxed strong in spirit] His rational soul became 
strong and vigorous. 

Filled with wisdom] The divinity continuing to 
communicate itself more and more, in proportion to 
the increase of the rational principle. The reader 
should never forget that Jesus was perfect man, as 
well as God. 

And the grace of God was upon him.] The word 
xapic, not only means grace in the common acceptation 
of the word, (some blessing granted by God’s mercy 
to those who are sinners, or have no merit,) but it 
means also favour or approbation: and this sense I 
think most proper for it here, when applied to the hu- 
man nature of our blessed Lord; and thus our trans- 
lators render the same word, ver. 52. Even Christ 
himself, who knew no sin, grew in the favour of God ; 
and, as to his human nature, zncreased in the graces 
of the Holy Spirit. From this we learn that, if a 
man were as pure and as perfect as the man Jesus 
Christ himself was, yet he might nevertheless in- 
crease in the wage, and consequently in the favour, 


Jesus is found in the 


in spirit, filled with wisdom: and 
Oia the grace of God was upon him. 

41 9 Now his parents went to 
Jerusalem ™every year at the feast of the 
passover. : 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they 
went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 
feast. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as 
they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind 
in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 
knew not of it. 

44 But they, supposing him to have been 
in the company, went a day’s journey; and 


A. M. 4012. 
A. D.8. 


m Bxod. xxiii. 15, 17; xxxiv. 23; Deut. xvi. 1, 16. 


of God. God loves every thing and person, in pro- 
portion to the nearness of the approaches made to his 
own perfections. 

Verse 41. His parents went—every year] This 
was their constant custom, because positively enjoin- 
ed by the law, Exod. xxiii. 17. But it does not ap- 
pear that infants were obliged to be present ; and yet 
all the men-children are positively ordered to make 
their appearance at Jerusalem thrice in the year, 
Hxod. xxxiv. 23. And our Lord, being now twelve 
years old, ver. 42, accompanies his parents to the 
feast. Probably this was the very age at which the 
male children were obliged to appear before the Lord 
at the three public festivals—the feast of unleavened 
bread, of weeks, and of tabernacles. According to the 
Jewish canons, it was the age at which they were 
obliged to begin to learn a trade. 

Verse 43. Had fulfilled the days} Eight days in 
the whole: one was the passover, and the other 
seven, the days of unleavened bread. See on Matt. 
XXv1. 2. 

Verse 44. Supposing him to have been in the com- 
pany| Some have supposed that the men and women 
marched in separate companies on these occasions, 
which is very likely ; and that sometimes the children 
kept company with the men, sometimes with the wo- 
men. This might have led to what otherwise seems 
to have been inexcusable carelessness in Joseph and 
Mary. Joseph, not seeing Jesus in the men’s com- 
pany, might suppose he was with his mother in the 
women’s company; and Mary, not seeing him with 
her, might imagine he was with Joseph. 5 

Went a day’s journey| Knowing what a treasure 
they possessed, how could they be so long without 
looking on it? Where were the bowels and tender 
solicitude of the mother? Let them answer, this 
question who can. 

And they sought him] Avefntovv, They earnestly 
sought him. They are now both duly affected with a 
sense of their great loss and great negligence. 

Kinsfolk and acquaintance.| Those of the same 
family and neighbourhood went up to Jerusalem toge- 
ther on such occasions. 

I have frequently been reminded, says Mr. Ward, 
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CHAP. II. 


midst of the doctors. 


they sought him among their kins- 4- M4012. 
folk and acquaintance. 

45 And when they found him 
not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seek- 
ing him. 

46 And it came to pass, that after three 
days they found him in the temple, sittimg in 
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions. 

47 And *all that heard him were astonished 
at his understanding and answers. 

48 And when they saw him, they were 
amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy 


An. Olymp. 
CXCVI. 4. 


1 Matt. vii. 28; Mark i. 22; chap. iv. 22, 32; John vii. 15, 46. 


when reading this history, of the crowds going to 
some place in Bengal, to an idol feast. Men, women, 
and children, in large companies, may be seen tra- 
velling together, with their bedding, &c., on their 
heads. They cook and prepare their victuals in some 
shady place near a town, where they ean purchase 
the necessaries they want, and, after remaining two or 
three days at the festival, retwrn in companies as they 
went. 

Verse 45. Seeking him.] Zntovvtec at*c1—or ra- 
ther, seeking him diligently, avafyrovvre This is 
the reading of BCDL, six others, Vulga e, and mne 
copies of the Jtala. If they sought earnesuy when | 
they first found him missing, there is little doubt that 
their solicitude and diligence must be greatly increas- 
ed during his three days’ absence , therefore the word 
which I have adopted, on the above authc rity, is more 
likely to be the true reading than the ¢y7ovvtec of the 
common text, which simply signifies seeking ; wnereas 
the other strongly marks their solicitude and diligence. 

Verse 46. Sitting in the midst of the doctors! The 
rabbins, who were explaining the law and the cere- 
monies of the Jewish religion to their disciples 

Asking them questions.] Not as a scholar ass his 
teacher, to be informed; but as a teacher, who pro- 
poses questions to his scholars in order to take an oa 
casion to instruct them. 

In the time of Josephus, the Jewish teachers were 
either very ignorant or very huméle: for he tells us 
that, “when he was about fourteen years of age, the 
chief priests, and the principal men of the city, were 
constantly coming to ham to be more accurately in- 
structed in matters relative to the law.” See his Life, 
sect. ii. If this were true, it is no wonder to find 
them now listening, with the deepest attention, to such 
teaching as they never before heard. 

Verse 47. Answers.) The word azoxpictc here 
seems not to mean answers only, but what Jesus said 
by way of question to the doctors, ver. 46. So in 
Rev. vii. 13, one of the elders is said to have answered, 
saying—when he only asked a question. Bp. Pearce. 

Verse 48. Why hast thou thus dealt with us 2] 
It certainly was not Ais fault, but theirs. Men are very 
apt to lay on others the blame of their own misconduct. 
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Jesus dwells at Nazareth, 


sees. father and I have sought thee sor- 
Ai ‘Oly rowing. 
49 And he said unto them, How 
is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about °my Father’s business ? 
50 And ? they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them. 


© John ii. 16.——P Chap. ix. 45; xviii. 34. 


Verse 49. How is it that ye sought me?| Is not 
this intended as a gentle reproof? Why had ye me 
to seek? Ye should not have left my company, when 
ye knew I am constantly employed in performing the 
will of the Most High. 

My Father’s business ?] Ev tote tov marpoc nov, My 
Father’s concerns. Some think that these words 
should be translated, In my Father’s house ; which was 
a reason that they should have sought him in the ¢em- 
ple only. As if he had said, Where should a child 
be found, but in his father’s house? This translation 
is defended by Grotius, Pearce, and others; and is 
the reading of the Syriac, later Persic, and Armenian 
versions. Our Lord took this opportunity to instruct 
Joseph and Mary concerning his Divine nature and 
mission. My Father’s concerns. ‘This saying, one 
would think, could not have been easily misunder- 
stood. It shows at once that he came down from 
heaven. Joseph had no concerns in the temple ; and 
yet we find they did not fully comprehend it. How 
slow of heart is man to credit any thing that comes 
from God! 

Verse 51. Was subject unto them] Behaved to- 
wards them with all dutiful submission. Probably his 
working with his hands at his reputed father’s busi- 
ness, is here also implied: see on ver. 41. No child 
among the Jews was ever brought up in idleness. Ts 
not this the carpenter? was a saying of those Jews 
who appear to have had a proper knowledge of his 
employment while in Joseph’s house. See the note 
on Matt. xiii. 55. 

Verse 52. Jesus increased in wisdom] See on 
ver. 40. 


Tue following remarks, taken chiefly from Mr. 
Claude, on the foregoing subject, are well worth the 
reader’s attention. 

I. The birth of Christ is announced to the shepherds. 

1. God causes his grace to descend not only on the 
great and powerful of the world, but also upon the 
most simple and inconsiderable; just as the heavens 
diffuse their influence not only on great trees, but also 
on the smallest herbs. 

2. God seems to take more delight in bestowing his 
favours on the most abject than in distributing them 
among persons of elevated rank. Here is an example: 
for while-he sent the wise men of the east to Herod, 
he sent an angel of heaven to the shepherds, and con- 
ducted them to the cradle of the Saviour of the world. 

3. In this meeting of the angels and shepherds, 
you see a perpetual characteristic of the eeonomy of 
Jesus Christ; wherein the highest and most sublime 
things are joined with the meanest and lowest. 
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ST. LUKE. 


and is subject to his parents. 


51 9 And he went down with 4..M #012. 
them, and came to Nazareth, and t: Olyimp. 
was subject unto them: but his ee 
mother 4 kept all these sayings in her heart. 

52 And Jesus ‘increased in wisdom 
and * stature, and in favour with God and 
man. 


4 Ver. 19; Dan. vii. 28.——" 1 Sam. ii. 26; ver. 40.— Or, age 


his person, the efermal Worp is united to a creature, 
the Divine nature to the human, infinity to infirmity, 
in a word, the Lord of glory to mean flesh and blood. 
On his cross, though he appears naked, crowned with 
thorns, and exposed to sorrows, yet at the same time 
he shakes the earth, and eclipses the sun. Here, in 
like manner, are angels familiar with shepherds; angels, 
to mark his majesty—shepherds, his humility. 

4. This mission of angels relates to the end for 
which the Son of God came into the world; for he 
came to establish a communion between God and men, 
and to make peace between men and angels: to this 
must be referred what St. Paul says, Col. i. 20, 
pleased the Father, by him, to reconcile all things to 
himself. 

5. However simple and plain the employments of 
men may be, it is always very pleasing to God when 
they discharge them with a good conscience. While 
these shepherds were busy in their calling, God sent 
his angels to them. 

6. God does, in regard to men, what these shep- 
herds did in regard to their sheep. He is the great 
Shepherd of mankind, continually watching over them 
by his providence. 

Il. The glory of the Lord shone round the shep- 
herds. 

1. When angels borrow human forms, in order to 
appear to men, they have always some ensigns of 
grandeur and majesty, to show that they are not men, 
but angels. 

2. The appearance of this ight to the shepherds in 
the night, may very well be aken for a mystical sym- 
bol. ‘Night represents the corrupt state of mankind 
when Jesus came into the world ; a state of ignorance 
and error. Jaght fitly represents the salutary grace 
of Christ, which dissipates obscurity, and gives us the 
true knowledge of God. 

Ill. The shepherds were filled with great fear. 

1. This was the effect of their great surprise. 
When grand objects suddenly present themselves to 
us, they must needs fill us with astonishment and fear, 
for the mind, on these occasions, is not at liberty to 
exert its force; on the contrary, its strength is dis- 
sipated, and during this dissipation it is meg not 
to fear. 

2. This fear may also arise from emotions of con- 
science. Man is by nature a sinner, and consequently 
an object of the justice of God. While God does 
not manifest himself to him, he remains insensible of 
his sin; but, when God discovers himself to him, he 
awakes to feeling, and draws nigh to God as a trem- 
bling criminal approaches his judge. See this exem- 


In | plified in the case of Adam, and in that of the Israel- 
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Reflections on the song 


ites when God appeared on the mountain: hence that 
proverbial saying, We shall die, for we have seen God. 

3. The shepherds had just reason to fear when they 
saw before them an angel of heaven, surrounded with 
the ensigns of majesty, for angels had been formerly 
the ministers of God’s vengeance. On this occasion, 
the sad examples of Divine vengeance, recorded in 
Scripture, and performed by the ministry of angels, 
might, in a moment, rise to view, and incline them to 
think that this angel had received a like order to de- 
stroy them. 

IV. Observe the angel’s discourse to the shepherds. 

1. The angels say to them, Fear not. This pre- 
face was necessary to gain their attention, which fear, 
no doubt, had dissipated. The disposition which the 
angel wishes to awaken in them comports with the 
news which he intended to announce; for what has 
fear to do with the birth of the Saviour of the world? 

2. The angel describes, 1st, The person of whom 
he speaks, a Saviour, Christ, the Lord; see before on 
ver. 11. See, 2dly, What he speaks of him; he is 
born unto you. 3dly, He marks the time; this day. 
Athly, He describes the place; in the city of David. 
5thly, He specifies the nature of this important news; 
a great joy which shall be unto all people. See Claude’s 
Essay, by Robinson, vol. i. p. 266, &c. 

Concerning Simeon, three things deserve to be 
especially noted: 1. His faith. 2. His song. And 
3. His prophecy. 

I. His faith. 1. He expected the promised Re- 
deemer, in virtue of the promises which God had 
made ; and, to show that his faith was of the opera- 
tion of God’s Spirit, he lived a life of rightcousness 
and devotedness to God. Many profess to expect the 
salvation which God has promised only to those who 
believe, while living in conformity to the world, under 
the influence of its spirit, and in the general breach 
of the righteous law of God. 

2. The faith of Simeon led him only to wish for 
life that he might see him who was promised, and, 
be properly prepared for an inheritance among the 
sanctified. They who make not this use of life are 
much to be lamented. It would have been better for 
them had they never been born. 

3. The faith of Simeon was crowned with success. 

_Jesus came; he saw, he felt, he adored him! and, 
with a heart filled with the love of God, he breathed 
out his holy soul, and probably the last dregs of his 
life, in praise to the fountain of all good. 

II. Simeon’s song. By it he shows forth :— 

1. The joy of his own heart. Lord, now thou dis- 
missest thy servant; as if he had said: “ Yes, O my 
God, I am going to quit this earth! I feel that thou 
eallest me ; and I quit it without regret. Thou hast 
fulfilled all my desires, and completed my wishes, 
and I desire to be detained no longer from the full 
enjoyment of thyself.” O, how sweet is death, after 
such an enjoyment and discovery of eternal life! 

2. Simeon shows forth the glory of Christ. He is 
the Sun of righteousness, rising on a dark and ruined 
world with light and salvation. He is the light that 
shall manifest the infinite kindness of God to the 
Gentile people ; proving that God is good to all, and 
that his tender mercies are over all us works. 
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CHAP. III. 


and prophecy of Simeon 


He is the glory of Israel. It is by him that the 
Gentiles have been led to acknowledge the Jews as 
the peculiar peopie of God; their books asthe word 
of God, and their teaching as the revelation of God. 
What an honour for this people, had they known how 
to profit by it! 

3. He astonished Joseph and Mary with his sub- 
lime account of the Redeemer of the world. They 
hear him glorified, and their hearts exult in it. From 
this Divine song they learn that this miraculous son 
of theirs is the swm and substance of all the promises 
made unto the fathers, and of all the predictions of 
the prophets. 

III. Simeon’s prophecy. 

1. He addresses Christ, and foretells that he should 
be for the ruin and recovery of many in Israel. How 
astonishing is the folly and perverseness of man, to 
turn that into poison which God has made the choicest 
medicine ; and thus to Ail themselves with the cure 
which he has appointed for them in the infinity of 
his love! Those who speak against Jesus, his ways, 
his doctrine, his cross, his. sacrifice, are likely to 
stumble, and fall, and rise no more for ever! May 
the God of mercy save the reader from this con- 
demnation ! 

2. He addresses Mary, and foretells the agonies she 
must go through. What must this holy woman have 
endured when she saw her son crowned with thorns, 
scourged, buffeted, spit upon—when she saw his 
hands and his feet nailed to the cross, and his side 
pierced with a spear! What a sword through her 
own soul must each of these have been! But this is 
not all. These sufferings of Jesus are predicted 
thirty years before they were to take place! What 
a martyrdom was this! While he is nourished in 
her bosom, she cannot help considering him as a lamé 
who is growing up to be sacrificed. ‘The older he 
grows, the nearer the bloody scene approaches! Thus 
her sufferings must increase with his years, and only 
end with his life ! 

3. He foretells the effects which should be produced 
by the persecutions raised against Christ and his 
followers. This sword of persecution shall lay open 
the hearts of many, and discover their secret motives 
and designs. When the doctrine of the cross is 
preached, and persecution raised because of it, then 
the precious are easily distinguished from the vile. 
Those whose hearts are not established by grace, nor 
right with God, will turn aside from the way of 
righteousness, and deny the Lord that bought them. 
On the other hand, those whose faith stands not in the 
wisdom of man, but in the power of God, will continue 
faithful unto death, glorify God in the fire, and thus 
show forth the excellency of his salvation, and the 
sincerity of the profession which they had before made. 
Thus the thoughts of many hearts are séz// revealed. 

The design of our blessed Lord in staying behind 
in the temple seems to have been twofold. 1st. To 
prepare the Jews to acknowledge in him a Divine 
and supernatural wisdom: and 2dly. To impress the 
minds of Joseph and Mary with a proper idea of his 
independence and Divinity. Their conduct in this 
business may be a lasting lesson and profitable warning 
to all the disciples of Christ. 
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John the Baptist 


Ist. It is possible (by not carefully watching the 
heart, and by not keeping sacredly and constantly in 
view the spirituality of every duty) to lose the pre- 
sence and power of Christ, even in religious ordinances. 
Joseph and Mary were at the feast of the passover 
when they Jost Jesus! 2dly. Many who have sus- 
tained loss in their souls are kept from making speedy 
application to God for help and salvation, through the 
foolish supposition that their state is not so bad as it 
really is; and, in the things of salvation, many con- 
tent themselves with the persuasion that the religious 
people with whom they associate are the peculiar 
favourites of Heaven, and that they are in a state of 
complete safety while connected with them. 

They, supposing him to be in the company, went a 
day’s journey. 

3dly. Deep sorrow and self-reproach must be the 
consequence of the discovery of so great a loss as that 
of the presence and power of Christ. Joseph and 
Mary sought him sorrowing. 

4thly. When people are convinced, by the light of 
the Lord, that their souls are not in a safe state, and 
that unless they find the Redeemer of the world they 
must perish, they are naturally led to inquire among 
their kinsfolk and acquaintance for him who saves sin- 
ners. But this often proves fruitless ; they know not 
Jesus themselves, and they cannot tell others where to 
find him. 

They sought him among ther kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ance, and found him not. 


ST. LUKE. 


begins to preach. 


5thly. When people perceive that they have pro- 
ceeded in a certain course of life for a> considerable 
time, without that salvation which God promises in 
his word, they should first stop and imquire into their 
state, and when they find that they have been posting 
into eternity, not only without a preparation for glory, 
but with an immense load of guilt upon their souls, 
they should ¢wrn back, and, as their time may be but 
short, they should seek diligently. 

They turned back to Jerusalem, earnestly seek- 
ing him. 

6thly. The likeliest place to find Jesus and his sal- 
vation is the temple. The place where his pure una- 
dulterated Gospel is preached, the sanctuary where 
the power and glory of God are seen in the conviction, 
conversion, and salvation of sinners. They found him 
in the temple, among the doctors. 

7thly. Trials, persecutions, and afilictions are all 
nothing, when the presence and power of Christ are 
felt; but when a testimony of his approbation lives 
no longer in the heart, every thing is grievous and 
insupportable. The fatigue of the journey to Beth- 
lehem, the fught from the cruelty of Herod, and the 
unavoidable trials in Egypt, were cheerfully supported 
by Joseph and Mary, becatse in all they had Jesus 
with them; but now they are in distress and misery 
because he is behind in Jerusalem. Reader, if thou 
have lost Jesus, take no rest to body or soul till thou 
have found him! Without him, all is confusion and 
ruin: with him, all is joy and peace. 


CHAPTER III. 


The time wn which John the Baptist began to preach, 1-3. 


The prophecies which were fulfilled an him, 4— 


6. The matter and success of his preaching, 7-9; among the people, 10, 11; among the publicans, 12, 


13; among the soldiers, 14. 
afterwards in prison, 19, 20. 
Lord’s genealogy, 23-38. 

A. M. 4030. : 

repens Now in the fifteenth year of the 

reign of Tiberius Cesar, * Pon- 

tius Pilate being governor of Judea, 

and > Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his 


a Matt. xxvii. 2, 11. 


NOTES ON CHAP. III. 

Verse 1. Fifteenth year] This was the fifteenth of 
his principality and thirteenth of his monarchy : for he 
was two years joint emperor, previously to the death 
of Augustus. 

Tiberius Cesar] This emperor succeeded Augustus, 
in whose reign Christ was born. He began his reign 
August 19, A. D. 14, reigned twenty-three years, and 
died March 16, A. D. 37, aged seventy-eight years. 
He was a most infamous character. During the latter 
part of his reign especially, he did all the mischief he 
possibly could; and that his tyranny might not end 
with his life, he chose Caius Caligula for his successor, 
merely on account of his bad qualities; and of whom 
he was accustomed to say, This young prince will be 
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His testumony concerning Christ, 15-18. 
He baptizes Christ, on whom the Spirit of God descends, 21, 22. 


The reason why Herod put him 
Our 


brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 4,M, 4030. 
and of the region of Trachonitis, An. Olymp. 
and Lysanius the tetrarch of Abi- abe 
lene, 


> Ver. 19; chap. xxiii’ 2; Matt. ii. 1, 22. 


@ SERPENT to the Roman people, and a PHAETHON to 
the rest of mankind. 

Herod| This was Herod Antipas, the son of Herod 
the Great who murdered the innocents. It was the 
same Herod who beheaded John Baptist, and to whom 
our Lord was sent by Pilate. See the account of the 
Herod family in the notes on Matt. ii. 1. 

Iturea and Trachonitis] Two provinces of Syria, 
on the confines of Judea. 

Abilene] Another province of Syria, which had its 
name from Adzia, its chief city. 

These estates were left to Herod Antipas and his 
brother Philip by the will of their father, Herod the 
Great ; and were confirmed to them by the decree of 
Augustus. 
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John the Baptist’s preaching. 


A, M, 4030. 2 ¢ Annas and Caiaphas being 


A lyme: the high priests, the word of God 
CCI.2 
came unto John, the son of Zacha- 
rias, in the wilderness. 
3 “And he came into all the country about 
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance 
© for the remission of sins : 


CHAP. III. 


Prophecies fulfilled in him. 


4 As it is written in the book of sy coe 
26 
the words of Esaias the prophet, Aa Cee 
CCIL.2 
saying, ‘The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, and every 


mountain and hill shall be brought low; and 


© Matt. xxvi. 57; Mark i. 1- 10; John xi. 49, 51; xviii. 13; ‘Acts 
iv. 6. 


4 Matt. ii. 1; Mark i. 4. e Chap. i. 77. fIsa, xl, 3; Matt. 


li. 3; Mark i. 3; John i. 23. 


That Philip was tetrarch of T'rachonitis, in the 
fifteenth year of Tiberius, we are assured by Josephus, 
who says that Philip the brother of Herod died in the 
twentieth year of Tiberius, after he had governed 
Trachonitis, Batanea, and Gaulonitis thirty-seven 
years. Antig. b. xviii. c. 5, s. 6. And Herod 
continued tetrarch of Galilee till he was removed by 
ae the successor of ‘Tiberius. Antiq. b. xviii. 
EapGy Sy ae 

That Lysanas was tetrarch of Abilene is also 
evident from Josephus. He continued in this govern- 
ment till the Emperor Claudius took it from him, A. D. 
42, and made a present of it to Agrippa. See Antig. 
Di SG RO sche ly 

Tetrarch signifies the ruler of the fourth part of a 
country. See the note on Matt. xiv. 1. 

Verse 2. Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests] 
Caiaphas was the son-in-law of Annas or Ananias, 
and it is supposed that they exercised the high priest’s 
office by turns. It is likely that Annas only was con- 
sidered as high priest ; and that Caiaphas was what the 
Hebrews termed nwa ae) cohen mishneh, or D° IND pad 
sagan cohanum, the high priest’s deputy, or ruler of the 
temple. See the note on Matt. 1. 4, and on John 
Xvili. 13. 

The facts which St. Luke mentions here tend much 
to confirm the truth of the evangelical history. Chris- 
tianity differs widely from philosophic system; it is 
founded in the goodness and authority of God; and 
attested by historic facts. It differs also from popular 
tradition, which either has had no pure origin, or 
which is lost in unknown or fabulous antiquity. It 
differs also from pagan and Mohammedan revelations, 
which were fabricated in a corner, and had no wit- 
nesses. In the above verses we find the persons, the 
places, and the times marked with the utmost exactness. 
It was under the first Cesars that the preaching of the 
Gospel took place; and in their time, the facts on 
which the whole of Christianity is founded made their 
appearance: an age the most enlightened, and best 
known from the multitude of its historic records. It 
was in Judea, where every thing that professed to 
come from God was scrutinized with the most exact 
and unmerciful criticism. In writing the history of 
Cxristianity, the evangelists appeal to certain facts 
which were publicly transacted in such places, under 
the government and inspection of such and such per- 
sons, and in such particular times. A thousand per- 
sons could have confronted the falsehood, had it been 
one! These appeals are made—a challenge is offered 
to the Roman government, and to the Jewish rulers 
and people—a new religion has been intreduced in 
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such a place, at such a time—this has been accompa- 
nied with such and such facts and miracles! Who can 
disprove this? All are silent. None appears to offer 
even an objection. The cause of infidelity and irreli- 
gion is at stake! If these facts cannot be disproved, 
the religion of Christ must triumph.—None appears 
—because none could appear. Now let it be observed, 
that the persons of that time, only, could confute these 
things had they been false ; they never attempted it ; 
therefore these facts are absolute and incontrovertible 
truths: this conclusion is necessary. Shall a man 
then give up his faith in-such attested facts as these, 
because, more than a thousand years after, an infidel 
creeps out, and ventures publicly to sneer at what his 
iniquitous soul hopes is not true ? 

The word of God came unto John] That is, the 
Holy Spirit that revealed to him this doctrine of sal- 
vation. This came upon him in the desert, where he 
was living in such a state of austerity as gave him full 
right to preach all the rigours of penitence to others. 
Thus we find that the first preachers, historians, and 
followers of the doctrines of the Gospel were men emi- 
nent for the austerity of their lives, the simplicity of 
their manners, and the sanctity of their conduct; they 
were authorized by God, and filled with the most pre- 
cious gifts of his Spirit. And what are the apostles 
which the new philosophy sends us? Philosophers full 
of themselves, not guided by the love of truth or 
wisdom, but ever seeking their own glory ; in constant 
hostility among themselves, because of their separate 
pretensions to particular discoveries, of the honour of 
which they would almost as soon lose life as be de- 
prived. Who are they? Men of a mortified life and 
unblamable conversation? No—they are poets and 
poetasters; comnposers of romances, novels, intrigues, 


farces, comedies, &c., full of extravagance and impu- 


rity. ‘They are pretended moralists that preach up 
pleasure and sensual gratification, and dissolve, as far 
as they can, the sacred and civil ties that unite and 
support society. They are men whose guilt is height- 
ened by their assuming the sacred name of philo- 
sophers, and dignifying their impure system with a 
name at which Philosophy herself blushes and bleeds. 

Verse 3. The baptism of repentance] See on Matt. 
iii. 4-6, and Mark i. 1, &c., and xvi. at the end. 

Verse 4. Prepare ye the way| It was customary 
for the Hindoo kings, when on journeys, to send a 
certain class of the people two or three days before 
them, to command the inhabitants to clear the ways. 
A very necessary precaution where there are no pub- 
lie roads. —W arp. 

Verse 5. Every valley shall be filled] Allhinderances 
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John th: Baptis?'s preaching, 


A.M. 4030. the crooked shall be made straight, 


An, Olymp. and the rough ways shall be made 

e smooth ; 

6 And & all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God. 

7 Then said he to the multitude that came 
forth to be baptized of him, 'O generation 
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits ‘ worthy of re- 
pentance, and begin not to say within your- 
selves, We have Abraham to our father: for 
I say unto you, That God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees: ‘every tree therefore which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 


& Psa. xevili. 2; Isa. lii. 10; chap. ii. 10.—— Matt. iii. 7. 
it Or, meet for. k Matt. vil. 19. 1 Acts ii. 37.——™ Chap. xi. 
41; 2 Cor. viii. 14; James ii. 15, 16; 1 John iii. 17; iv. 20. 


ST. LUKE. 


doctrine, and success 
10 And the people asked him, 4; ™, 4030. 
saying, | What shall we do then ? _ Obrmap. 


11 He answereth and saith unto 
them, ™He that hath two coats, let him im- 
part to him that hath none ; and he that hath 
meat, let him do likewise. 

12 Then * came also publicans to be bap- 
tized, and said unto him, Master, what shall 
we do? 

13 And he said unto them, ° Exact no more 
than that which is appointed you. 

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of 
him, saying, And what shall we do? And he 
said unto them, ? Do violence to no man, 
dneither accuse any falsely; and be content 
with your ™ wages. 

15 9 And as the people were *in expec- 
tation, and all men * mused in their hearts of 


0 Matt. xxi. 32; chap. vil. 29. © Chap. xix. 8.——P Or, Put 
no man in fear. q Exod. xxiii. 1; Lev. xix. 11. T Or, al- 
lowance. S Or, in suspense. t Or, reasoned, or, debated. 


shall be taken out of the way: a quotation from the 
Greek version of Isa. xl. 4, containing an allusion to 
the preparations made in rough countries to facilitate 
the march of mighty kings and conquerors. See the 
instance produced on Matt. ii. 3. 

Verse 7—9. On this account of the Baptist’s mode 
of preaching, see the notes on Matt. iii. 7-11. 

Verse 10. What shall we do then 2] The preaching 
of the Baptist had been accompanied with an uncom- 
mon effusion of that Spirit which convinces of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment. The people who heard 
him now earnestly begin to inquire what they must. do 
to be saved? They are conscious that they are ex- 
posed to the judgments of the Lord, and they wish to 
escape from the coming wrath. 

Verse 11. He that hath two coats, &c.] He first 
teaches the great mass of the people their duty to each 
other. They were uncharitable and oppressive, and 
he taught them not to expect any mercy from the hand 
of God, while they acted towards others in opposition 
to its dictates. If men be unkind and uncharitable 
towards each other, how can they expect the mercy of 
the Lord to be extended towards themselves ? 

Verse 12. Then came also publicans] He next in- 
structs the taxv-gatherers in the proper discharge of 
their duty: though it was an office detested by the 
Jews at large, yet the Baptist does not condemn it. It 
is only the abuse of it that he speaks against. If taxes 
be necessary for the support of a state, there must be 
collectors of them; and the collector, if he properly 


discharge his duty, is not only a useful, but also a! 


respectable officer. But it seems the Jewish tax-ga- 

therers exacted much more from the people than 

government authorized them to do, ver. 13, and the 

surplus they pocketed. See the conduct of many of 

our surveyors and assessors. ‘They are oppressors of 

the people, and enrich themselves by unjust surcharges. 
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This, I am inclined to think, is too common an evil ; 
and the executive government is often the people’s 
scape-goat, to bear the crimes of its officers; crimes 
in which it has no concern. For an account of the 
publicans, see the note on Matt. v. 46. 

Verse 14. The soldiers likewise demanded of him] 
He, thirdly, instructs those among the military. They 
were either Roman soldiers, or the soldiers of Herod 
or Philip. Use no violence to any, pjdeva dtacetonre, 
do not extort money or goods by force or violence from 
any. ‘his is the import of the words neminem con- 
cutite, used here by the Vulgate, and points out a 
crime of which the Roman soldiers were notoriously 
guilty, their own writers being witnesses. Concussio 
has the above meaning in the Roman law. See Ra- 
PHELIUS in loco. 

Neither accuse any falsely] Or, ona frivolous pre- 
tence—pnde ovkodavtnonte, be not sycophants, like 
those who are base flatterers of their masters, who to 
ingratiate themselves into their esteem, malign, accuse, 
and impeach the innocent. - Bishop Pearce observes 
that, when the concussio above referred to did not pro- 
duce the effect they wished, they often falsely accused 
the persons, which is the reason why this advice is 
added. See the note on chap. xix. 7. 

Be content with your wages.) Owwviorc. The word 
signifies not only the money which was allotted to a 
Roman soldier, which was two odoli, about three half- 
pence per day, but also the necessary supply of wheat, 
barley, &c. See Raphelus. 

Verse 15. Whether he were the Christ] So general 
was the reformation which was produced by the Bap- 
tist’s preaching that the people were ready to consider 
him as the promised Messiah. Thus John came in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, and reformed all things ; 
showed the people, the tax-gatherers, and the soldiers, 
their respective duties, and persuaded them to put 
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Christ is baptized. 


A’ M. 4030. John, whether he were the Christ, 
An. Olymp. or not : os 

CC 

16 John answered, saying unto 

them all, * I indeed baptize you with water ; but 
one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire : 

17 Whose fan zs in his hand, and he will 
throughly purge his floor, and Y will gather the 
wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will 
burn with fire unquenchable. 

18 And many other things in his exhorta- 
tion preached he unto the people. 
Rais 19 & * But Herod the tetrarch, 
= aes being reproved by him for Hero- 
————— dias his brother Philip’s wife, and 
for all the evils which Herod had done, 

20 Added yet this above all, that he shut 
up John in prison. 

21 | Now when all the people were bap- 
tized, * it came to pass, that Jesus also being 
baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 


22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bo- 


CHAP. II. 


The genealogy of our Lord 


dily shape like a dove upon him, 4,™M, 408°. 
and a voice came from heaven, An. Olymp. 
which said, Thou art my beloved a ae 
Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

23 9] And Jesus himself began to be ¥ about 
thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 
“the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, 

24 Which was the son of Matthat, which 
was the son of Levi, which was the son of 
Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which 
was the son of Joseph, 

25 Which was the son of Mattathias, which 
was the son of Amos, which was the son of 
Naum, which was the son of Esli, which was 
the son of Nagge, 

26 Which was the son of Maath, which was 
the son of Mattathias, which was the son of 
Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which 
was the son of Juda, 

27 Which was the son of Joanna, which was 
the son of Rhesa, which was the son of Zoro 
babel, which was the son of Salathiel, which 
was the son of Neri, 


& Matt. iii. 11. v Mic. iv. 12; Matt. xiii. 30.—w Matt. xiv. 


3; Mark vi. 17. 


away the evil of their doings. See the note on Matt. 
serait a 

Verses 16, 17. On these verses see Matt. ii. 11, 
12, and Mark i. 7, 8, and particularly the note on 
John iii. 5. 

Verse 19. Herod the tetrarch| See this subject ex- 
plained at large, Matt. xiv. 1, &c.,and Mark vi. 21, 23. 

Verse 21. Jesus—being baptized] See on Matt. 
ii. 16, 17. 

Verse 23. Thirty years of age| This was the age 
required by the law, to which the priests must arrive 
before they could be installed in their office: see 
Num. iv. 3. 

Being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph] This 
same phrase is used by Herodotus to signify one who 
was only reputed to be the son of a particular person : 
Tovrov Talc vopiverat, he was supposed to be this 
man’s son. 

Much learned labour has been used to reconcile this 
genealogy with that in St. Matthew, chap. i, and 
there are several ways of doing it; the following, 
which appears to me to be the Zest, is also the most 
simple and easy. For a more elaborate discussion of 
the subject, the reader is referred to the additional 
observations at the end of the chapter. 

Martuew, in descending from Abraham to Joseph, 
the spouse of the blessed virgin, speaks of sons pro- 
perly such, by way of natural generation: Abraham 
begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, &c. But Luke, in 
ascending from the Saviour of the world to Gop him- 
self, speaks of sons either properly or improperly such : 
on this account he uses an indeterminate mode of ex- 

1 


x Matt. iii. 13; John i. 32. y See Num. iv. 3, 35, 39, 43, 47 
% Matt. xiii. 55; John vi. 42. 


pression, which may be applied to sons either puta- 
tively or really such. And Jesus himself began to be 
about thirty years of age, being, as was SUPPOSED the 
son of Joseph—of Heli—of Matthat, &c. This re- 
ceives considerable support from Raphelius’s method 
of reading the original wy (@¢ evopifero vioc Iwond) 
tov “Hat, being (when reputed the son of Joseph) the 
son of Heli, &c. That St. Luke does not always 
speak of sons properly such, is evident from the first 
and last person which he names: Jesus Christ was 
only the supposed son of Joseph, because Joseph was 
the husband of his mother Mary: and Adam, who is 
said to be the son of God, was such only by creation. 
After this observation it is next necessary to consider, 
that, in the genealogy described by St. Luke, there 
are two sons wnproperly such: 1. e. two sons-in-law, 
instead of two sons. 

As the Hebrews never permitted women to enter 
into their genealogical tables, whenever a family hap- 
pened to end with a daughter, instead of naming her 
in the genealogy, they inserted her husband, as the 
son of him who was, in reality, but his father-in-law. 
This import, bishop Pearce has fully shown, vopcecbac 
bears, in a variety of places—Jesus was considered 
according to law, or allowea custom, to be the son of 
Joseph, as he was of Heli. 

The two sons-in-law who are to be noticed in this 
genealogy are Joseph the son-in-law of Heli, whose 
own father was Jacob, Matt. i. 16; and Salathiel, the 
son-in-law of Neri, whose own father was Jechomas : 
1 Chron. iii. 17, and Matt. i. 12. This remark alone 
is sufficient to remove every difficulty. Thus it ap- 

383 


The genealogy ST. LUKE. of our Lord 

A.M, 4030. 28 Which was the son of Melchi, Esrom, which was the Msonof Aa 

An. Chae. which was the son of Addi, which| Phares, which was the son of Sera” 
CCl? was the son of Cosam, which was} Juda, 


the son of Elmodam, which was the son of Ex, 

29 Which was the son of Jose, which was 
the son of Eliezer, which was the son of Jorim, 
which was the son of Matthat, which was the 
son of Levi, 

30 Which was the son of Simeon, which 
was the son of Juda, which was the son of 
Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which 
was the son of Eliakim, 

31 Which was the son of Melea, which was 
the son of Menan, which was the son of Mat- 
tatha, which was the son of * Nathan, > which 
was the son of David, 

32 © Which was the son of Jesse, which was 
the son of Obed, which was the son of Booz, 
which was the son of Salmon, which was the 
son of Naasson, 

33 Which was the son of Aminadab, which 
was the son of Aram, which was the son of 


a Zech. xii. 12.——>2 Sam. v. 14; 1 Chron. ili. 5.——* Ruth iv. 
8, &c.; 1 Chron. ii. 10, &c. 


pears that Joseph, son of Jacob, according to St. 
Matthew, was son-in-law of Heli, according to St. 
Luke. And Salathiel, son of Jechonias, according to 
the former, was son-in-law of Neri, according to the 
latter. 

Mary therefore appears to have been the daughter 
of Heli, so called by abbreviation for Heliachim, which 
is the same in Hebrew with Joachim. 

Joseph, son of Jacob, and Mary, daughter of Heli, 
were of the same family: both came from Zerubbabel ; 
Joseph from Adiud, his eldest son, Matt. i. 13, and 
Mary by Rhesa, the youngest. See ver. 27. 

Salathiel and Zorobabel, from whom St. Matthew 
and St. Luke cause Christ to proceed, were them- 
selves descended from Solomon in a direct line: and 
though St. Luke says that Salathiel was son of Neri, 
who was descended from Nathan, Solomon’s eldest 
brother, 1 Chron. iii. 5, this is only to be understood 
of his having espoused Nathan’s daughter, and that 
Neri dying, “probably, without male issue, the two 
branches of the family of David, that of Nathan and 
that of Solomon, were both united in the person of 
Zerubbabel, by the marriage of Salathiel, chief of the 
regal family of Solomon, with the daughter of Neri, 
chief and heretrix of the family of Nathan. Thus it 
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34 Which was the son of Jacob, which was 
the son of Isaac, which was the son of Abra- 
ham, ¢ which was the son of Thara, which was 
the son of Nachor, 

35 Which was the son of Saruch, which was 
the son of Ragau, which was the son of Phalec, 
which was the son of Heber, which was the 
son of Sala, 

36 © Which was the son of Cainan, which 
was the son of Arphaxad, which was the son 
of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which 
was the son of Lamech, 

37 Which was the son of Mathusala, which 
was the son of Enoch, which was the son of 
Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, which 
was the son of Cainan, 

38 Which was the son of Enos, which was 
the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, 
& which was the son of God. 


4 Gen. xi, 24, 26. e See Gen. xi. 12.— Gen. v. 6, &c.; 
xi. 10, &e. Gen. v. 1, 2 


appears that Jesus, son of Mary, reunited in himself 
all the blood, privileges, and rights of the whole 
family of David; in consequence of which he is em- 
phatically called, The son of David. It is worthy of 
being remarked that St. Matthew, who wrote princi- 
pally for the Jews, extends his genealogy to Abraham 
through whom the promise of the Messiah was given 
to the Jews; but St. Luke, who wrote his history for 
the instruction of the Gentiles, extends his genealogy 
to Adam, to whom the promise of the Redeemer was 
given in behalf of himself and of all his posterity. See 
the notes on Matt. 1. 1, &e. 

Verse 36. Of Cainan] This Cainan, the son of 
Arphaxad, and father of Sala, is not found in any 
other Scripture genealogy. See Gen. x. 24; xi. 12 
1 Chron. i. 18, 24, where Arphaxvad is made the 
father of Sala, and no mention at all made of Cainan. 
Some suppose that Cainan was a surname of Sala, 
and that the names should be read together thus, The 
son of Heber, the son of Salacainan, the son of Ar- 
phavad, &e. If this does not wntie the knot, it cer- 
tainly cuts it; and the reader may pass on without 
any great scruple or embarrassment. There are many 
sensible observations on this genealogy in the notes at 
the end of Bishop Newcome’s Harmony. 
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FARTHER CONSIDERATIONS 


Sa THE BEST MODE OF RECONCILING AND EXPLAINING THE GENEALOGY OF OUR LORD, 


AS GIVEN BY ST. MATTHEW AND ST. LUKE, CHIEFLY EXTRACTED FROM THE PROLEGOMENA OF THE REY. DR; 
BARRETT’S FAC-SIMILE OF A FRAGMENT OF THE GOSPEL OF ST. MATTHEW, FROM 


A MS. 


Pernaps few questions have occasioned more trou- 
ble and perplexity to the learned than that which con- 
cerns the genealogy of our blessed Lord, as it is given 
by the evangelists, St. Matthew and St. Luke. The 
tables found in these writers are extremely different, 
or, as some think, contradictory. Allowing the Di- 
vine inspiration of the authors, we must grant that they 
could make no mistakes in any point, and especially 
on a subject where the truth of the Gospel history, 
and the fulfilment of the ancient prophecies are so 
nearly concerned. The expression of Le Clerc, how- 
ever, Universam antiqguitatem exercitam habuere, is 
not strictly true. In later times, the difficulty has 
certainly excited much discussion ; but it is worthy of 
remark that, while the archives of the Jews remained 
entire, the accuracy of the evangelists was never 
called in question. Hence it follows, either that some 
corruptions have since that time crept into the text, or 
that the true method of reconciling the seeming incon- 
sistencies was then better understood. The silence of 
the enemies of the Gospel, both Heathen and Jewish, 
during even the fist century, is itself a sufficient proof 
that neither inconsistency nor corruption could be then 
alleged against this part of the evangelical history. If 
a charge of this nature could have been supported, it 
unquestionably would have been made. The Jews 
and Heathens, who agreed in their hostility to the reli- 
gion of Christ, were equally interested in this subject ; 
and could they have proved that a single flaw existed 
in these genealogical tables, they might at once have 
set aside the pretensions of our Lord and his disci- 
ples; for, if the lineal descent of Jesus from David 
were not indisputable, he could not possess the cha- 


racter essential to the Messiah, nor any right to the | 


Jewish throne. If his title, in this respect, were even 
questionable, it is impossible to suppose that the Jews 


would have withheld an allegation which must fully 
vindicate them in denying his Messiahship, and in put- | 


ting him to death as an impostor. We may confi- 
dently assert, therefore, that his regular lineal descent 


from David could not be disproved, since it was not. 


even disputed, at a time when alone it could have been 
done successfully, and by those persons who were so 
deeply interested in the event. The sincere believer 
may consequently be assured that whatever difficulties 
appear at present had formerly no existence, and are 
even now of such a nature as cannot be allowed to 
shake the faith of any reasonable man. I would not, 
however, be understood to intimate that these difficul- 
ties are now insuperable ; on the contrary, I am satis- 
fied that the veal difficulties are few, and that these 
have, for the most part, been satisfactorily explained 
by most of the evangelical harmonists. 
Vot. I. ( Sde >) 


IN TRINITY COLLEGE, 


DUBLIN. 


Among those who have written on this difficult ques- 
tion, few seem to have studied it so deeply as Dr. 
Barrett ; who, in his edition of a Fragment of St. 
Matthew’s Gospel, has brought an unusual measure of 
general knowledge, correct criticism, and sound learn- 
ing, to bear upon this point ; and though it should not 
be admitted that he has entirely cleared away the ob- 
securities of the subject, yet, by his criticisms, and even 
his conjectures, he has cast much light upon it gene- 
rally, and certainly has lessened the difficulties which 
some of his predecessors in the discussion had either 
left as they found them, or endeavoured to account for 
ina manner that could yield little satisfaction to the 
intelligent inquirer. As the subject is important, and Dr. 
Barrett’s work is not likely to come into the hands of 
many readers, and is written in a language which but 
few can understand, I shall lay before them the sub- 
stance of his elaborate dissertation ; abstract his prin- 
cipal arguments and illustrations; transcribe his various 
corrected tables; and freely intersperse such observa- 
tions and explanations as the different branches of his 
reasoning may suggest. 

The opinion of Africanus in his Epistle to Aristides, 
(preserved by Husebius, Hist. Hecl. 1. 1. c. '7,) which 
was received by the Church for many centuries as the 
only legitimate mode of reconciling the Evangelists 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, is the following :— 

“ The names of kindred among the Jews were 
reckoned in two ways. 1. According to nature, as in 
the case of natural generation. 2. According to law, 
as when a man died childless, his brother was obliged 
to take his wife, and the issue of that marriage was 
accounted to the deceased brother. In this genealogy, 
some succeeded their fathers as natural sons, but others 
succeeded who bore their names only. Thus, neither 
of the Gospels is false; the one reckoning the pedigree 
by the natural, the other by the legal line. The race 
both of Solomon and Nathan is so interwoven by those 
second marriages, which raised up issue in the name 
of a deceased brother, that some appear to have two 
fathers :—him whose natural issue they were, though 
they did not bear his name; and him to whom, having 


‘died childless, the children of his wife and brother 


were accounted for a seed, assuming his name. If 
we reckon the generations according to Matthew, from 
David by Solomon, Matthan will be found the ¢hord 
from the end, who begat Jacob, the father of Joseph ; 
but if we reckon according to Luke, from Nathan the 
son of David, then the third person from the end will 
be Melchi, whose son was Heli, the father of Joseph ; 
for Joseph was the son of Heli, the son of Melchi— 
Matthan and Melchi having each successively married 
the same wife, the latter begat children, who were 
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brethren by the mother. Matthan, descending from 
Solomon, begat Jacob of Estha. After the death of 
Matthan, Melchi, who descended from Nathan, being 
of the same tribe but of another race, took his widow to 
wife, and begat Heli; thus Jacob and Heli were bre- 
thren by the mother. Heli dying without issue, Jacob 
married his widow and begat Joseph, who by the law 
was accounted the son of Heli, because the law re- 
quired the seed to be raised up to the deceased brother. 
Matthew therefore properly says, Jacob begat Joseph; 
but Luke says, he was the son of Heli; and it is 
worthy of remark, that this evangelist never uses the 
term begot or begetting, because he traces up this 
genealogy by putative, and not by natural sons.” 

This is the substance of Africanus’s account, which 
he says he received from the relatives of our Lord, 
who, because of their consanguinity to him, were call- 
ed deoxocvver. Dr. Barrett notices the difficulties of 
this hypothesis, (pp. 18, 19,) and gives it up on the 
following principle, among others, which 1 think deci- 
sive—that it refers wholly to the descent of Joseph 
from David, without attempting to prove that the son 
of Mary was the son of David. 

Dr. B. then. states his own hypothesis, viz. that 
Matthew relates the genealogy of Joseph, and Luke 
that of Mary. Hence appears a sufficient reason 
that, after Matthew had given his genealogical table 
another should be added by Luke, fully to prove that 
Christ, according to the flesh, derived his descent from 
David, not only by his supposed father Joseph, but 
also by his real mother Mary. The writers who agree 
in this opinion, Dr. B. divides into two classes. 1. 
Those who affirm that the families of Solomon and 
Nathan coalesced in Salathiel and Zerubbabel, after 
which they became divaricated, till they were at last 
reunited in the marriage of Joseph and Mary. 2. 
Those who assert that Salathiel and Zerubbabel were 
distinct individuals, and deny that any coalition took 
place between the families previously to the marriage 
of Joseph and Mary. Dr. B. rejects this latter opinion, 
because it appears to contradict the Divine promise, 2 
Sam. vil. 12-16 ; for according to this hypothesis it 
would be evident that Mary, and consequently Christ, 
did not descend from David by Solomon. He there- 
fore proposes to support the other hypothesis, and to 
clear away its difficulties. 

As Ireneus, Africanus, and Ambrosius assert that 
Luke has some names interpolated, to detect this error, 
Dr. B. divides the genealogy into four classes. 1. 
From Gop to Abraham. 2. From Abraham to David. 
3. From David to Salathiel. 4. From Salathiel to 
Christ. From Abraham to Christ, Ambrosius reckons 
fifty generations, i. e. fifty-one names; Africanus 
reckons from Abraham to Joseph fifty persons, i. e. to 
Christ, fifty-one names : but the present text contains 
fifty-six names. Hence it is probable, five names are 
interpolated, unless we suppose the name of Abraham 
to be excluded, and then there are four names in the 
three succeeding classes to be expunged. In the first 
division, therefore, there is no interpolation. As to 
the second division, from Abraham to David, it is evi- 
dent, from the consent of the fathers, from the con- 
sent of MSS. and versions, and from the books of the 
Old Testament, Ruth iv. 18; 1 Chron. ii. 9, 12, that 
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neither of the evangelists has suffered any interpolation 
in this part of the genealogy ; though, in Luke 1, Bs 
some MSS. and versions insert another name between 
Aram and Esrom. ‘Thus the Coptic: ¢@ Apwadap, 
ga Aduv, oa Apri, da Eopwu. Having accounted for 
this error, and finding no evidence, in the received 
text, of an interpolation in this second part of the ge- 
nealogy, Dr. B. examines whether the four names be 
not found in the two parts of the genealogy between 
David and Christ, or, which is more likely, in that 
which follows the Babylonish captivity ; as, previously, 
the Jews were both punctual and correct in keeping 
their genealogical records. 

Recent interpreters have asserted that two names, 
Maitthat and Levi, have been interpolated, ver. 24; be- 
cause Africanus, endeavouring to reconcile the evan- 
gelists, places Melchi the third from the end,. and, 
making him the father of Heli, leaves no room for 
Matthat and Levi. This method of reconciling the 
evangelists is followed by Ambrose, lib. 3, in Luc., 
Hieron. Com. in Matthew, Nazianzen in his genealo- 
gical verses, and Augustin, Retr. ii. 7. But, on the 
other hand, it is objected, 1. That the testimony of 
these fathers is worthy of little credit, because incon- 
sistent with itself. Austin himself mentions forty- 
three generations from David to Christ, seventy-seven 
persons in the whole genealogy; he therefore could 
omit none. 2. Though Africanus does omit some, it” 
is not certain which they are; it is possible he trans- 
posed Matthat and Levi ; for it does not appear whom 
he makes the father of Melchi. Damascenus, who 
endeavours to reconcile Africanus, transposes these 
names, and makes Levi the father of Melchi, not his 
son; as does also Epiphanius in a hitherto inedited 
fragment produced by Dr. B. in this publication, p. 46. 
In the Cod. A. of Matthai, instead of Matthat the son 
of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Janna; we 
read, Melchi, the son of Matthat—of Janna—of Levi: 
it does not follow, therefore, that Africanus omitted 
Matthat and Levi. 3. These names are not omitted 
in any of the ancient versions, nor in any MS. yet 


| discovered. 


In order to give a satisfactory view of this part of 
the subject, Dr. B. introduces a synopsis of the prin- 
cipal various readings of MSS., versions, &c., on Luke 
ill. 24-31; from which I judge it necessary to make 
the following extraet. 

Verse 24. Medyi is omitted by the Cod. Vaticanus 
—Instead of Mar@ar, tov Aevi, tov MeAys, Tov lavva, 
one of the Bodleian MSS. reads, MeAy, tov Marat, 
tov lavva, tov Aevi. 

—Maréar, many MSS. read Mav@av, and the Ante- 
hieronymian versions read, some Matthia—Mathei— 
Mathi—Matat—-Mathe—and Matthatie. 

Instead of Iwcnd, Iwavvay is read in one of 
Matthai’s MSS. 

Verse 25. Marrafiac is omitted by several of the 
Antehieronymian versions, and by the Vulgate. 

—Anpwe is omitted also by the same. 

—Naovu is read Nawwm by some, and Anum by 
others. 

—Eotu is read Eodiu, Eooat, and Edo, in different 
MSS., and Sedi by four of the Antehieronymian. 

—Nayyat, in many MSS. Ayyaz, in the Vulgate 
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Magge, and in the Cod. Vercellensis, Nance : instead 
of Nayyac, one of Matthai’s MSS. has Sadpov. 

Verse 26. Maaf is omitted by the Vulgate, and 
some of the Antehicronymian versions. The Cod. 
Forojuliensis has Manat. 

—Marratiov, the Cod. Leicestr. reads Mar6cov, and 
some of the Antehier. Mathiani, Matthia, and Mathath; 
and one adds Jae after Marraduov. 

—Zeuei, in one of Matthai’s MSS. Aevii—Semeja 
and Semetn in the Vercell. and Veronensis. 

—lIwong, the Cod. Vatic. and Cod. L. in Griesbach 
read Iwony: several others agree in the same reading, 
and with them the Coptic and Armenian versions, and 
Greg. Nazianzen. Some also read Osech, Osche, 
Joseth, and Joseph O8se. 

—lovda, read Iwda in Cod. Vat. L. Cod. Leicestr. 
and /dda and Joiade by some Latin MSS. 

Verse 27. Iaavva, read Iwavay by the Cod. Alexandr. 
Vatic. and several others, Iavvavy and Jone by some 
others. 

Verses 30, 31. Etevaxeyu, Medea, Mavvay, are omit- 
ted in some of the Latin MSS. Medea only is omitted 
in one of the Antehieron. Mazvay in the Cod. Alexandr. 
and two others. 

From this collation of authorities, Dr. B. concludes : 
1. That the omission of Melchi, in the Codex Vatican- 
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us iS an error, as it contradicts Africanus, and all the 
fathers, versions, and MSS. 2. That three names 
have been omitted in the Antehieronymian version by 
Sabatier ; and also in the Cod. Vercell. and Cod. 
Veron. : viz. ver. 25, Mattathias and Amos; and in 
ver. 26, Maath. 

Of these, two, viz. Mattathias, ver. 25, and Maath, 
ver. 26, are omitted in Dr. B.’s MS. Z. which con- 
tains a copy of the Antehieronymian version ; and 
which also reads Mattathias for Matthat. Hence arises 
a suspicion that Maath is an interpolation, and should 
be omitted, and that Mattathias, ver. 26, although 
omitted in many MSS., is that which occurs ver. 25. 
As to the names Me/ea and Mainan, both appear to be 
interpolated. Excluding these four names, Mattathias, 
Maath, Melea, and Mainan, (unless, for one of these, 
Amos, should be rejected,) the genealogy will consist 
of seventy-two generations. 

These generations Dr. B., following Irenets, thinks | 
should be laid down in the following order :— 

1. Jesus. 2. Joseph (or Mary the daughter of 
Heli.) 3. Heli the grandfather of Christ. 4. Mat- 
that. 5. Levi. 6. Melchi. 7. Janna. 8. Joseph. 
9. Mattathias. 10. Amos. 11. Naum. 12. Hsli. 
13. Nagge. 14. Semei. 15. Joseph. 16. Juda. | 
17. Joanna. 18. Rhesa. 19. Zerubbabel. 20. Sa- 
lathiel 21. Neri. 22. Melchi. 23. Addi. 24. 
Cosam. 25. Elmodam. 26. Er. 27. Jose. 28. 
Eliezer. 29. Jorim. 30. Matthat. 31. Levi. 32. 
Simeon. 33. Juda. 34. Joseph. 35. Jonan. 36. 
Eliakim. 37. Mattatha. 38. Nathan. 39. David. 
40. Jesse. 41. Obed. 42. Booz. 43. Salmon. 
44, Naason. 45. Aminadab. 46. Aram. 47. Es- 
yom. 48. Pharez. 49. Judah. 50. Jacob. 51. 
Isaac. 52. Abraham. 53. Terah. 54. Nahor. 
55. Serug. 56. Ragau. 57. Peleg. 58. Eber. 59. 
Sala. 60. Cainan. 61. Arphaxad. 62.Shem. 63. 
Noah. 64. Lamech. 65. Methusala. 66. Enoch. | 

1 


genealogy of our Lord. 


67. Jona. 68. Mahalaleel. 
71. Seth. 72. Adam. 

From the generations thus laid down, there will be 
found fifty-one names between Christ and Abraham, 
excluding the latter, which agrees both with Africanus 
and Ambrosius. Now, let thirty years be reckoned 
to each generation between Christ and David; Sala- 
thiel will then appear to have been born anno 570 be- 
fore Christ, which will be found near the truth; and 
David 1140. David, in fact, was born 1085 B. C., 
whence there appears an error of fifty-five years, or 
about the twentieth part of the whole time in so many 
generations. But, according io the received text of 
Luke, Salathiel must be born B. C. 630, and Dayid 
1260; this would be an error of 175 years, or one 
sixth part of the whole interval. 

Dr. B. endeavours to solve the principal difficulty 
by adopting the genealogy of David as delivered in 
1 Chron. iii. In this chapter, and in the books of 
Kings, the whole is laid down in the most accurate 
manner, till the reign of Jechonias; after which, he 
supposes some errors have been admitted into the text. 

Ist. Because what is recorded, ver. 19, is repug- 
nant to other parts of Scripture: viz. Pedaiah is said 
to be the father of Zerubbabel, whereas Salathiel is 
reckoned to be the father of Zerubbabel according to 
Hzraii. 8; v.2; Neh. xii.1; Hageaii.1,12,14; 0.2, 
23; 1Esdr. v.5. See also Josephus, Ant. book xi. 4. 

2dly. Although the obvious design of the writer is 
to bring down the regal family through Zerubbabel, yet 
the names which he mentions in the 22d, 23d, and 
24th verses cannot be connected (by the assistance of 
the 21st verse) with Zerubbabel, mentioned in the 19th 
verse. ‘The breach in the connection renders it impos- 
sible to construct the genealogical tree downward from 
Jechonias ; for although some copies mention the sons of 
Rephaiah, yet it no where appears who was his father. 

3dly. Many names occur in these verses, such as 
Delaiah, Pelaiah, Rephaiah, Pedaah, or Pheraiah, 
which very nearly resemble each other, not only in 
the sound, but also in their constituent letters. This 
very similitude is a ground of suspicion, as in such 
names it was impossible to prevent confusion. 

4thly. Nor is the opinion of the rabbins exempt 
from similar chronological difficulties. They assert 
that Salathiel, the son of Jechonias, was the father 
of Pedaiah, and grandfather of Zerubbabel. This will 
appear to be impossible, when it is considered that 
Jechonias and his queen were both led into captivity, 
B.C. 599, (Jer. xxix. 20, 21,) and none of his children 
are recorded, whence it is inferred that then he had 
none ; Salathiel, therefore, could not be born before 
the year 598: Supposing him to have been born at 
this time, and, at the age of twenty, to have had a son 
born, Pedaiah, who also shall be supposed, at the same 
age, to have had a son born; even then Zerubbabel 
could not have been born before 558: and yet he was 
superintendent of the Israelites on their return from 
the Babylonish captivity in 536; i. e. when he would 
be only twenty-two years old. On the contrary it is 
evident, from 1 Esdras v. 5, that he had a son named 
Joachin, who was one of the chief men that conduct- 
ed the returning Israelites; therefore he must be more 
than twenty-two years old. Besides, it will be mani- 
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fest that only two generations had intervened, if we 
compare the sacerdotal with the regal line. Jechonias 
was contemporary with Seraiah; their sons were Sa- 
lathiel and Josedek ; therefore Salathiel and Josedek 
were contemporaries. Jeshua, the son of Josedek, 
was coeval with Zerubbabel; who was therefore the 
son, not the grandson, of Salathiel. St. Jerome him- 
self, while he endeavours to prove that Salathiel and 
Pedaiah were the same person, (Quest. Heb. in Lid. 
Paral.,) evidently grants, that he considered Zerub- 
babel as the grandson of Jechonias, and that only two 
generations had intervened. 

5thly. There are manifest errors in verses 18—22 ; 
for there are only five sons of Shemaiah numbered in 
ver. 22, and yet there are said to be siz. 

6thly. The enumeration of the children of Zerub- 
babel, 1 Chron. iii. 19, 20, is imperfect, as it is evi- 
dent, from 1 Esdr. v. 5, that Zerubbabel had a son 
named Joachim, of whom no mention is made, 1 Chron. 
iii. 19, 20; but Jechamiah, a name very similar to 
this, is found in ver. 18. Nor are Rhesa or Abiud 
mentioned among his children, although Luke mentions 
the former, and Matthew the latter. 

7thly. If we have recourse to the hypothesis of St. 
Jerome, which supposes that those who are mention- 
ed, 1 Chron. iii. 18, are the children of Jechonias, and 
that Pedaiah, one of them, is the same with Salathiel, 
and that Zerubbabel was the grandson of Jechonias, 
and the son of Salathiel, alias Pedaiah—it may be ob- 
jected, that it is not at all likely that he who is called 
Salathiel, ver. 17, should be called by a different 
name, ver. 18; nor will the difficulty be removed if 
it be granted that Salathiel and Pedaiah were brothers, 
and that Zerubbabel was the actual son of the one, and 
the legal son of the other, according to the law (Deut. 
xxv. 6.) Let it be supposed that one of these, e. g. 
Pedaiah, died childless, and that his brother took his 
wife; from this marriage Zerubbabel, and Shimei are 
mentioned as sons of Pedaiah: but, according to 
the law, the first-born only succeeded in the name of 
the deceased, and was accounted the legal child. Let 
Zerubbabel be the first-born ; as Shimei, therefore, 
was not the legal son of Pedaiah, he must have been 
his real son; therefore Pedaiah did not die childless, 
—which is contrary to the hypothesis. 

8thly. The versions do not agree in the name of 
the father of Zerubbabel: instead of Pedaiah, the 
Arabic and Syriac bring in Nedabiah, and some MSS. 
of the LXX. read Salathiel, in the place of Pedaiah ; 
and those which agree in making Pedaiah the father of 
Zerubbabel, express the name differently. For instance, 
Kennicott’s MS. No. 1, both in ver. 18 and 19, reads 
Peraiah for Pedaiah, which is the reading of the 
Syriac and Arabic, in ver. 18. This is worthy of 
remark, because the name of Rephaiah occurs ver. 
21, which, by the transposition of the two first letters, 
might be easily converted into Peraiah, or Peduiah, 
M15 VID or WD) Rephaiah ; and it is farther neces- 
sary to remark, that the father of this Rephaiah is not 
mentioned. As the names of the posterity of Hana- 
niah, the son of Zerubbabel, are mentioned in ver. 21, 
with the names of Rephaiah and his posterity, if, with 
Houbigant, we read 132 beno, his son, for °32 beni, 
sons, it will not appear improbable that this Rephaiah 
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was the son of Zerubbabel. Among those who were 
employed in repairing Jerusalem, Rephaiah, the son of 
Hur, who is said to have been prince of the half part 
of the cily, is mentioned, Nehem. ii. 9.  “ Hur,” 
Dr. B. thinks, “was probably the same with Zerub- 
babel; the Septuagint call him Zovp, and one of the 
Kennicott MSS. .w.” In this place it is difficult to 
comprehend Dr. B.’s meaning: ‘ Iagava viog Zovp is 
certainly found in the Codex Vaticanus of the LXX.; 
but in the Codex Alexandrinus vio¢ Zovp is omitted. 
No. MS. of Kennicott’s has W {1 ben sar, for viog¢ 
Sovp. Two MSS. omit the whole verse; two the 
word 17 Hur; and one the following word W sar ; 
this last word cannot possibly be put in the place of 
17 Hur, for it is probably the first word of the follow- 
ing clause: DowIy TD XN WwW sar chatsi pelec yeru- 
shalam, prince of the half part (or, the region) of Je- 
rusalem. Among those who were employed in repair- 
ing the city, in Neh. iii. 12, is Shallum, the son of 
Hallopesh, perhaps Meshallum, the son of the eloquent, 
1 Chron. iii. 19, viz. Zerubbabel, whose eloquence 
and doctrine are celebrated, 1 isd. ii. 4; Jos. Ant. 
xi. 4. It must, however, be acknowledged that the 
Syriac verse reads it differently, Neh. iii. 9, and 
Jeremiah the son of Hur; ver. 12, and Shallum the 
son of Hatush. 

From these considerations Dr. B. concludes that 
those who are mentioned, ver. 18, were not the sons 
of Jechoniah, (Obs. 7,) nor the sons of Salathiel, 
(Obs. 4,) and that consequently they must be sons of 
Zerubbabel, as seems tolerably well ascertained by a 
collation of the 3d, 6th, and 8th observations—that 
Pedaiah or Peraiah is the same who, in ver. 21, is 
called Rephaiah, and who is mentioned, Neh. i. 9; 
and that Jechamiah is no other than Joachim, who, 
according to Esdr. v. 5, was the son of Zerubbabel. 
Both these names, Pedaiah or Peraiah, and Jechamiah, 
occur 1 Chron. iii. 18 ; consequently a verse is trans- 
posed, a thing not unfrequent in the sacred writings. 
The text, therefore, of 1 Chron. iii. 18—22, should be 
read, as Dr. B. contends, in the following order :— 

Verse 18. And the sons of Salathie!, Zerubbadel, 
and Shimei, and the sons of Zerubbabel, Meshullam, 
Hananah ; and Shelomith their sister. 

Verse 19. Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, 
and Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed. 

Verse 20. And Malchiram, and Rephaiah, and 
Shenazar, Jechamiah, Hoshamah, and Nedabiah : six. 

Verse 21. And the sons of Hananiah, Pelatiah, 


.and Jesiah ; the sons of Rephaiah ; Arnan his son ; 


Obadiah his son; Shechaniah his son, (reading accord- 
ing to Houbigant, 132 deno, for 133 beni.) 

Verse 22. The sons of Shechaniah ; Shemaah— 
the sons of Shemaiah; Hattush, and Igeal, and Ba- 
riah, and Neariah, and Shaphat: five. 

On the propriety of the substitution of }32 deno, 
his son, for *13 bent, sons, in ver. 21, I cannot but 
agree with Dr. B. That the latter is a corruption 
appears to me self-evident ; the mistake might easily 
be made, from the great similarity between ° yod, and 
) vau; and numerous mistakes of this kind in the sa- 
cred text have long been the perplexity and the com- 
plaint of critics. Houbigant’s note on this verse is 
worthy of serious regard: “ Ilud 33 quod hoe versu 
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quater legitur, quater esse legendum 133 filius ejus, 
docet ipsa per se pagina sacra. Nee aliter legunt 
omnes Veteres, sed in fine post 7DW addendum }33 
filius ejus, quod etiam legebant Veteres, et quod scriba 
omisit deceptus similitudine ejus 133 quod sequitur initio 
versus 22.” Houbigant in loco. 

From these observations Dr. B. concludes that, by 
an error of the transcriber, Pedaiah is put for Rephaiah 
or Peravah, in ver. 18; whilst in ver. 21 the proper 
name Rephaiah is retained ; hence those whose names 
are mentioned in ver. 18, were supposed not to be the 
sons of Zerubbabel, atid so the whole verse in which 
they were contained was transposed, and put before 
the 19th verse, where the name of Zerubbabel oc- 
eurs ; and as the last word of this verse, viz. Neda- 
biah, or 3°53) Nebadiah, according to the Septuagint, 
(who omitted the word sza in this place, and added it 
to ver. 22,) contains almost all the letters of the words 
M75 132 bent Pedaiah, this word by a mistake of the 
transcriber, was changed into 7995 122 beni Peraiah, 
and thus it was supposed that a mistake in a name 
twice written was corrected ; hence it was that Ze- 
xubbabel was called the son of Pedaiah, whose name 
occurred in the preceding verse. Many examples of 
similar permutations occur in the sacred writings : see 
Job xl. 1-14, which ought to be placed, as both 
Kennicott and Heath have observed, between what is 
related, chap. xl. 2, 6, and 7; see also Exod. xxx. 
1, 10; also Job xxxi. 38, 39, 40, which should fol- 
low chap. xxxi. 25. A similar transposition may be 
seen 1 Chron. ix. 2, 17, where the whole clause ap- 
pears to be taken from Neh. ix. 2, 19. Many other 
instances appear in Kennicoti’s Dissertations on the 
state of the prinied Hebrew tect. 

Dr. Barrett, having thus far made his way plain, 
proceeds to lay down a table of the regal line, taken 
from 1 Chron. iii., on each side of which he places the 
genealogy as given by the Evangelists St. Matthew 
and St. Luke, that the general agreement may be the 
more easily discerned. 


Matthew, chap. i.}1 Chron. chap. iii.| Luke, chap. ii. 


Salathiel Salathiel Salathiel 
Zerubbabel Zerubbabel Zerubbabel 
First generation 

omitted Rephaiah Rhesa 


Another genera- 


tion omitted Joanna or Jonan 


Amman, or Onan 


Abiud Obadiah Juda 
Ehakim Shechaniah Joseph or Josech 
A third generation 
omitted Shemaiah Semei 
No corresponding 
generation Mattathias 
No corresponding 
generation Maath 
Fourth generation) Neariah Nagge 
omitted 


Esli (from whom 
descended 
Mary) 

Naum or Anum. 


Azor who is also |Azrikam who is 
From the. above} Elioenai 
descends Joseph 
who  espoused|Joanan Joanam 
Mary 
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Dr. Barrett then proceeds to lay down the two fol- 
lowing propositions. 

I. That Salathiel in Matthew is the same with 
Salathiel in 1 Chron. iii. This admits of no doubt, 
and therefore he despatches it in a’single sentence : 
both were descended from David through the same 
ancestors ; both lived at the same time, viz. of the 
captivity ; and both were born of the same father. 

{I. That Salathiel in Luke is the same with Sala- 
thiel in 1 Chron. iii. 17, the same as in Matthew i., 
and consequently that Mary the mother of Jesus, 
descending from Salathiel in Luke, descends lineally 
Srom Dawid by Solomon,—a matter of vast consequence 
according to the opimon of Calvin, who asserts, “ If 
Christ has not descended from Solomon, he cannot be 
the Messiah.” Having taken for granted that Sala- 
thiel in Matthew is the same with Salathiel in 1 Chron., 
he proceeds to deduce the following consequences 
from his hypothesis. 

1. Zerubbabel in 1 Chron. is the same with Zerub- 
babel in Luke; they agree in name, the time also is 
the same, and they had the same father. 

2. Rephaiah in 1 Chron. is the same with Rhesa in 
Luke, where a notable coincidence occurs in the 
names. 

3. Arnan in 1 Chron. is the same with Joanna in 
Luke ; and here it is worthy of notice, that in one of 
Kennicott’s MSS. the name was originally written 
8 Onan, a ) vau being used instead of a resh. It 
is well known that the MSS. in Luke write the name 
in great diversity of forms, viz. Iavva, Iwavay, lovap, 
Iwvva, lova, and some Iwvay, between which and Onan 
there is but little difference. 

4. Obadiah in 1 Chron. is the same as Juda in 
Luke. In this name may be found that of Adiwd men- 
tioned Matt. i. 13, who is the third from Zerubbabel ; 
whence it is evident that in St. Matthew two genera- 
tions are omitted. The MSS. in St. Luke also vary 
considerably in the name ; some write it Iwada, which 
answers to the Hebrew Joida, or even W733) Obadiah. 
Obadiah was one of the priests who signed and sealed 
the same covenant, Neh. x. 5, and seems to be the 
same with Iddo, Neh. xii. 4, who returned with Ze- 
rubbabel. See Newton, Chronol. p. 361. 

5. Shechaniah in 1 Chron. is the same with Joseph 
or Osech, between which names there is a considera- 
ble similitude. 

6. Shemaiah in 1 Chron. is the same with Semez in 
Luke. In this place the names perfectly agree. Thus, 
through six successive generations in the same line, 
the names either perfectly agree, or are manifestly 
similar; each preserving the same order. Hence it 
may be legitimately concluded, that the preceding 
hypothesis is perfectly correct; and that Salathiel in 
Luke is the same with Salathiel in 1 Chron. ii., espe- 
cially when we consider that the time which elapsed 
between David and Christ was nearly bisected by the 
captivity ; so that the number of generations between 
them was divided into two almost equal parts by Sala- 
thiel. The two generations which occur after Semei 
in Luke, Mattathias and Maath, of which no trace is 
found in 1 Chron. iii., are already rejected from the 
text of Luke, as interpolations, according to the proofs 
advanced in Dr. Barrett’s second section. Imme- 
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diately after Shemaiah, the writer of 1 Chron. iti. sub- 
joins Neariah, in which Dr. B. supposes he has found 
the person called Nagge in Luke i. 25, as he thinks 
the names do not differ widely, for the LX X. whom 
Luke generally follows, often express the Hebrew yp 
ain, by the Greek y gamma; and even in this chapter, 
for the 17 of the Hebrew text, they write ‘Payav. 

To this Neariah, says Dr. B., the book of Chroni- 
cles gives three children: in Azrikam, the first of 
these, we discover the Azor of St. Matthew, the son 
of Eliakim. But, according to the opinion of some 
critics, Abner should be inserted between Hliakim and 
Azor, (see Le Clere in Hammond, vol. i. p. 6 :) or, 
according to others, between Adiwd and Kliakim. 
(Drusius. Crit. sac. in Matt.) However this may be, 
Dr. B. thinks he can discover Shechaniah in Eliakim, 
and either Shemaiah or Neariah in Abner. Another 
son of Neariah was Elioenai, the same probably which 
Luke calls sli or slim; nor can they be considered 
as different persons, though their names in Greek and 
Hebrew do not perfectly correspond. He thinks also 
that Elioenai in 1 Chron. iii. and Hlisthenan in the 
LXX. are different, although they certainly may be 
names of the same person differently written, and sig- 
nify the same son of Neariah. As Hlioenai and Az- 
rikam are different, the same may be said of Hsli and 
Azor; hence the family of Salathiel became branched 
out into two families, one of which is traced by Mat- 
thew, the other by Luke. It is not therefore surpris- 
ing if the subsequent names, as far as Joseph, should 
differ, as a different line of descent is described. 
Luke gives to his Hsli a son called Nawm or Anum; 
and in 1 Chron. iii. among the sons of Elioenai, we 
meet with Joanam,-sometimes written Joanan—names 
which have a considerable similitude to that recorded 
by Luke. 

Having thus fixed the genealogy, by proving that 
Salathiel in Matthew and Luke is the same with Sala- 
thiel in 1 Chron. i. 17, Dr. Barrett proceeds to in- 
quire whether chronology will support him in the 
times of those generations, the correlative succession of 
which he has endeavoured to ascertain. In the year 
445 B. C. Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem, at which 
time both Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, and Re- 
phaiah, who preceded him four generations, were em- 
ployed in building the walls of the city. At this time, 
therefore, Shemaiah must have been very young, Dr. 
B. supposes about twenty years old; he also considers 
that each of the generations consist of the same num- 
ber of years; that Rephaiah must consequently be 
about a hundred years old to have been born in the 
year before Christ 545; his father Zerubbabel to have 
been born about the year 570; and Salathiel in 590, 
or 595: there is consequently no place for the swppo- 
sitious Pedaiah, because Jechonias had not at that 
time begotten Salathiel, Matt. i. 12, as he was not led 
away captive till the year 599. Shemaiah, above 
mentioned, had a brother called Hattush, the son of 
Shechaniah, who is mentioned Ezra viii. 2, 3, and 1 
Esdr. vill. 29, as returning to Jerusalem with Ezra; 
and as Shemaiah had more sons, the last but one of 
whom was Neariah, this Neariah may be considered 
as having been born in 420, when Shemaiah was about 
forty-five years old. We may also suppose, says Dr. 
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B., that in the fortieth year of Neariah, or before 
Christ 380, Elioenai the youngest son was born. Now 
as Elioenai begat several sons, the youngest of whom 
was Joanam or Naum, it will not appear improbable, 
if we consider Naum to have been begotten in the 
year 340, or the fortieth year of Elioenai. The line 
of Naum is carried no farther in the book of Chroni- 
cles, whence we may suppose he had reared no chil- 
dren in the time of Simon, surnamed the Just, who 
was high priest from 242 to 283, and is thought to 
have put the finishing hand to this book. It is probable, 
therefore, that Naum begot Amos in 290, when he 
himself was in the fiftieth year of his age. After 
Amos, let thirty years be computed for each genera- 
tion, or a hundred years for three, and the dates of 
these generations will appear as under :— 


Martrurw. Luke. ASanGe 
Azor born before 
Christ, 380 . Elioenai, or Esli, born 380 
A generationomitted;Naum .-. 346 
Another generation 
omitted . Amos 290 
Sadoc Mattathias 260 
Achim . Joseph 230 
Eliud Janna : 200 
Eleazar IMelchY agen: 165 
Matthan Levi 130 
Jacob . . |Matthat . 100 
Joseph the husband 
of Mary 15 Rel eeeise ie Que ce 65 
Mary the mother of 
Christ 25 


Dr. B. now proceeds to inquire, whether by the pro- 
position it appears that Salathiel in Luke, and Sala- 
thiel in 1 Chron. are the same person, provided the 
generations be traced up to David. This inquiry he ac- 
knowledges is pressed with many and great difficulties ; 
and the utmost that can be expected from it is to show 
that the objections advanced against it are destitute of 
force. 

Matthew states that Jechonias was the father of 
Salathiel ; but Luke says that Neri was his father. 
These two accounts, however, may be reconciled by 
the hypothesis, that Neri was the maternal grandfather 
of Salathiel, and hence, according to the custom of 
the Hebrews, put down for his father; so we read, 
Ezra ii. 61: Who took a wife of the daughters of Bar- 
zillai, and was called after their name. ‘The truth of 
this hypothesis is next examined. 

It is a received opinion among the Jews, that Su- 
sanna was wife of Jechonias, and mother of Salathiel, 
which is confirmed by Biblioth. Clement. Vatic. tom. i. 
page 490, where it is said “ that Joachim, the hus- 
band of Susanna, was supposed to have been the king 
whom Nebuchadnezzar shut up in prison, whence he 
was liberated, on the death of that monarch, by his son 
and successor, Evil-merodach. Of Susanna was born 
Salathiel: because he was of the regal line, the elders 
of the people sat in judgment in his house, as in the 
palace of the king.” That Susanna was nearly allied 
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to the throne will be readily credited, if it is consider- 
ed that, when she came to the tribunal, she was accom- 
panied by fifty servants : (see the Septuag. version of 
Daniel, fol. Rome, 1772:) this was a proof of the re- 
gal state; for when Absalom and Adonijah affected the 
throne, they prepared fifty men to run before them, 
(2 Sam. xv. 1; 1 Kingsi.5.) The Jews also affirm 
that she was of the tribe of Judah. 

Dr. B. next inquires into the genealogy of Neri, 
whom he supposes to be the same with Neriah, men- 
tioned so frequently by Jeremiah, chap. xxxii. 12, 16; 
XXXVL 4, 8, 14, 32; xliii. 3, 6; xlv. 1; li. 59, and 
who was the father of Baruch and Seraiah. Baruch 
was certainly of an illustrious family, as we learn from 
Josephus, (Ant. x. 11,) who calls him the son of Neri. 
This Dr. B. farther establishes by the following con- 
siderations: 1. The title of prince is given to his bro- 
ther Seraiah, Jer. li. 59. 2. When the Jews were 
conquered by the Chaldeans, Johanan, the son of 
Kareah, took the remnant of Judah, and all the no- 
bility and persons of distinction, and carried them down 
into Egypt; and among these were Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, and Baruch the son of Neriah, Jer. xliii. 5-7. 
3. The words of Jer. xlv. 4,5: “The Lord saith, Be- 
hold that which [ have built I will break down, and 
that which I have planted will I pluck up; and seekest 
thou great things for thyself? seek them not, for I 
bring evil upon all flesh, &c.” Here it is evident the 
threatening is directed against the house of David ; 
(2 Sam. vii. 16; 1 Chron. xvii. 25;) and the great 
things which Baruch sought for himself were certainly 
a share in the government of the land, as being near- 
ly allied to the throne, or even the throne itself. 4. Add 
to this, that the Jews alleced as a charge against Ba- 
ruch, that, by his instigation, Jeremiah exhorted them 
rather to continue under the power of the Chaldeans 
than escape to Egypt, Jer. xlii. 3, which seems 
strongly to intimate that he expected to exercise the 
regal power over the remaining Jews by the assistance 
of the Chaldeans, which he could not expect to main- 
tain in Egypt. From all these considerations, Dr. B. 
infers that Baruch, and consequently Neriah, sprang 
from Nathan, the son of David. 

As nothing is related of the ancestors of Neriah, 
Dr. B. is obliged to recur to conjectures; the chief of 
which are the following. ‘ Maaseiah or Melchi, the 
father of Neriah, was probably the same who, during 
the reign of Josiah, was governor of the city, 2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 8, whom the Syriac calls the scribe, and the 
Arabic the teacher of the city. Probably also, Simeon, 
the son of Juda, (Luke iii. 30,) is the same as is called 
Maaseiah, the son of Adaiah, 2 Chron. xxiii. 1. Simeon 
and Maaseiah (Dr. B. observes) are written in nearly 
the same letters, and differ scarcely, except in their 
situation. As to the names of Adaiah and Juda, the 
difference is nearly the same with that already observed 
between Obadiah and Juda, Luke iii. 26.” That the 
names in the Old Testament have been extremely cor- 
rupted, not only in the different translations through 
which the Sacred Writings have passed, but also in 
various copies of the original, is well known to every 
Biblical critic, and has been continually deplored, from 
the days of St. Jerome, to the present hour.. The 
complaint of this father, in his comment on Ezekiel 
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xl. 7, is as follows: Statim mensus est limen porte 
quod LX X. Oce nominant, pro quo in Hebreo scrip- 
tum est \w Seph: et diligentem et studiosum lectorem 
admonendum puto—ut sciat omnia prope verba He- 
braica et nomina que in Greca et Latina translatione 
sunt posita, nmia vetustate corrupta scriptorumque 
vitio depravata, et dum de inemendatis scribuntur ine- 
mendatiora, de verbis Hebraicis facta esse sarmatica, 
amo nullius gentis, dum et Hebrea esse desierint, et 
aliena esse non caperint. Hirron. Opera, vol. iil. 
col. 981. edit. Martinay. 

Dr. B. thinks that, if the above hypothesis be al- 
lowed as probable, it will follow that the family of Na- 
than was concealed in an humble and obscure situation, 
until almost the whole of the race of Solomon was de- 
stroyed by the treachery of Athaliah. Maaseiah or 
Simeon, the prince of this family, fearing a similar de- 
struction, and being moved with pity towards his rela- 
tive Joash, and having, by the assistance of Jehoiada 
the priest, removed Athaliah out of the way, set Joash 
at last on the throne, according to the particular ac- 
count in 2 Chron. xxii. 23. From that time, the wealth 
and dignity of this family increased, till the whole line 
of Solomon becoming extinct, Jechonias, his only re- 
maining heir, took Susanna, the daughter of Nerzah, 
to wife: to which circumstance, Dr. B. thinks the 
author of Psalm exxxii. 17, probably alludes : “ There 
will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordain- 
ed a lamp (that is, Neri) for mine anointed.” Here 
Dr. B. plays a little on the original word 93 ner, a lamp ; 
and as %) Neri signifies my lamp, and 7°93 Neriah, 
the lamp of the Lord, he seems to think this a pro- 
phetical declaration of the preservation of the seed 
royal in the person of Neriah, the direct ancestor of 
Christ. Supposing this hypothesis to be true, Dr. B. 
constructs his genealogical table in the following man- 
ner, beginning at the division of the line of Solomon, 
and omitting Melea and Mainan, for reasons that haye 
been already assigned. 


1 | Sotomon. 1 NatTHAN. 
2} Rehoboam 2 | Mattatha 
3 | Abiah 3) Eliakim 
4} Asa 4 | Jonan 
5 | Jehosaphat 5 | Joseph 
6 | Jehoram 6 | Juda or Adaiah 
7 | Ahaziah 7 | Simeon or Maaseiah 
8 | Joash 8 | Levi 
9 | Amaziah 9 | Matthat 
10 | Uzziah 10 | Jorim 
11 | Jotham 11 | Eliezer 
12 | Ahaz 12 | Jose 
13 | Hezekiah 13°) Er 
14 | Manasses 14 | Elmodam 
15 | Amon 15 | Cosam 
16 | Josias 16 | Addi 
17 | Jehoiakim 17 | Melchior Maaseias 
18 | Jehoiachin or Je-|| 18 | Neri 
chonias 19 | Susanna 


On the ancestors of Mary, and the consanguinity 
between her and Joseph, Dr. B. shows that the virgin 
descended, not from the tribe of Levi, (an opinion 
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which some of the ancients embraced,) but from the 
family of David; and brings several additional argu- 
ments to prove that St. Luke’s professed object was to 
trace out the genealogy of Mary, and St. Matthew’s 
that of Joseph. 

According to the universal voice of antiquity, the 
father and the mother of the virgin were called 
Joachim and Anna. Dr. B. thinks it indisputable, 
that Joachim is the same name with Hl, Luke ii. 23, 
or Eliakim, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 4. To give a greater 
probability to the opinion that Luke delivers the gene- 
alogy of Mary, Dr. B. refers to those Jewish writings, 
quoted by Lightfoot, in which the mother of our Lord 
is called *y na a Mary the daughter of Eli; and 
though the latter word is written °4) instead of IS 
this does not, in his opinion, tend to invalidate the ar- 
gument, as 8 and y are frequently interchanged. It 
may therefore be taken for granted that Eli was the 
father of Mary, and maternal grandfather of Christ, 
and that he is considered by St. Luke as the real father 
of Christ, while Joseph is only the putative father ; 
and thus, Dr. B. thinks, his own exposition is not only 
confirmed, but Luke is represented to be consistent 
with himself through the whole of his account: for 
in the same way as Neri is said to be the father of 
Salathiel, though it is evident he was no more than 
his maternal grandfather, so Eli would appear to be 
the maternal grandfather of Christ, although he is 
called his father. On the contrary, if the hypothesis 
of Africanus be adopted, the genealogy by St. Luke is 
self-contradictory. Dr. B. next takes into considera- 
tion the family of Anna, the mother of Mary. It is 
generally agreed, that the father of Anna was named 
Matthan: who this person was, is not easy to be 
known. Some suppose him to have been a priest; and 
as it was lawful for the daughters of the priests to 
marry into any tribe (Lev. xxii. 12) we may perceive 
how Mary could be the cousin (cvyyevyc) of Elisabeth, 
(who was really of the tribe of Zevi,) though her fa- 
ther Joachim, or Eli, was a descendant of the tribe of 
Judah. 

From considering the family of Anna, the Virgin’s 
mother, Dr. B. proceeds to the family of Joachim ; 
but, in this examination, he finds very few documents 
to guide his inquiries. Ancient writers, in order to 
prove that Mary sprang from David, invented two 
names, Panther and Barpanther, as the grandfather 
and father of Joachim. Concerning this fabulous 
Panther, there are two hypotheses: one is, that Pan- 
ther was the swrname of Jacob, the father of Joseph ; 
and this was the opinion of Epiphanius. Others have 
maintained that he was of the family of Nathan, and 
brother of Melchi: this hypothesis is delivered by 
Damascenus, who appears to have found it in Epipha- 
nius. Leaving all these precarious and forged autho- 
rities, Dr. B thinks that the family of Joachim is 
more likely to be ascertained, by inquiring among the 
brethren of our Lord, mentioned Matt. xiii. 55, and 
Mark vi. 3,—James, Joses, Simon, and Judas. Con- 
cerning these, there have been two opinions: 1. That 
they were the sons of Joseph by a former wife, which 
Origen, Epiphanius, and 'Theophylact seem to have 
believed, and Jerome has opposed with considerable 
asperity. (See his books De viris tllustribus et 
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adversus Helvidium.) Jerome’s hypothesis, on the 
contrary, is, that James, Joses, Simon, and Judas, 
were cousins of our Lord, being the sons of Mary, 
the wife of Alpheus, and sister to the virgin, who is 
called Mapia # tov Kiwra, John xix. 25. Dr. B. 
asserts, after Baronius and others, that James the Just, 
the first bishop of the Church at Jerusalem, was the 
same who is called the brother of our Lord, and the 
son of Alpheus. 

Concerning Cleopas, or Klopas, there are various 
opinions, both among ancient and modern writers. 
Hegesippus, as quoted by Eusebius, (Hist. Eccl. 1. iii. 
ce. 2,) calls him the brother of Joseph. Epiphanius, 
on the contrary, calls him the brother of Joachim: 
Chrysostom is of the same opinion. Others make 
Cleopas and Alpheus the same person: and Grotius, 
following the Arabic version, understands by 7 Tov 
Kiwra, the daughter, not the wife, of Cleopas. Cal- 
met, in his comment on John xix. 25, gives it as the 
most plausible opinion, that Cleopas was husband of 
that Mary who was sister to the blessed virgin, and 
father of James the less. Dr. B. thinks that these 
apparently discordant systems may be harmonized by 
the following scheme :— 


JAcoB 
———_ 


MarruatT 


(SS 


Cleopas died Joachim, or Eli, 
without is- married the second 
sue; from time to Anna, from 
the marri- whomsprang Mery=Joseph Alpheus, or 


age of his Cleopas, 

widow with Jesus married 
his brother Mary 7 tov 

Joachim Kiora, 

sprang Ma- whence 

ry % Tov sprang 
Kiora. James, Jo- 
ses, Simon, 

and Juda. 


By this hypothesis it would appear that there were 
two persons of the name of Cleopas, one the brother 
of Joachim, the other the brother of Joseph; one the 
legal father, the other the husband of Mary. Hence 
James and the others are properly termed the brethren 
of our Lord, being comected with him by a twofold 
tie of consanguinity—on their mother’s side, and on 
the side of their putative father. Secondly, By this 
hypothesis, the difficulty of regarding these four 
brothers as the sons of Joseph is quite removed : if 
this indeed were true, they would not be the sons of 
Mary, tov KAwra, for Joseph would then have been 
the husband of the two sisters, contrary to the law, 
Lev. xviii. 18. Cleopas or Alpheus, according to 
Grotius and Lucas Brugensis, is the same with KAwra, 
(John xix. 25,) who was alive when Christ was cru- 
cified, Hence it is improbable that James, Joses, 
Simon, and Judas, could have been born of his wife, 
by any marriage of her with Joseph. We have already 
seen from Hegesippus, that the grandchildren of this 
very Jude, who was called owr Lord’s brother, were 
alive in the time of Domitian: he expressly says, 
that “ Simon, the son of Cleopas, who was uncle to 
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our Lord, was crucified in the 120th year of his age, 
under the reign of Trajan, when Atticus, of the con- 
sular order, was president of Syria.” See Euseb. 
Hist. Eccl. 1. iii. c. 32. Simon must therefore have 
been born before Christ, for Trajan, in whose reign he 
suffered, died A. D. 117. If therefore Joseph had 
ever married Mary tov KaAwra, it must have been be- 
fore he espoused the mother of our Lord: and _ then, 
as both these sisters were alive at the crucifixion, (John 
xix. 25,) he must have been illicitly the husband of 
both at the same time. - 

Dr. Barrett having thus finished his laborious inves- 
tigation of this difficult subject, concludes his work 
by observing, that his prime object was to prove, by 
the agreement of the evangelists, that Christ descend- 
ed from David by the line of Solomon; that on this 
subject he has not assumed that the explanation given 
of one or other of these genealogies is the true one, 
and that the other should be corrected according to 
it; but that, in the first place, he has considered the 
number of the generations, and then, by assistance 
derived from the books of the Old Testament, the 
rules of sound and temperate criticism, and the colla- 
tion of MSS., has constructed a genealogical table of 
the family of David; (see the preceding leaf ;) and 
having compared with this table the genealogies extant 
in the evangelists, he finds that they agree with it in 
the main, and consequently that they agree with each 
other. It cannot be objected against his argument, 
that he takes for granted what he should have proved, 
viz. that one or other of the genealogies is true; this 
he has not asserted, but he infers that both are authen- 
tic, from their agreement with that which he has 
constructed from the best existing authorities: and 
although he considers the hypothesis of the moderns, 
which states that Luke sets down the genealogy of 
Mary, to be the most probable, yet he has not assumed 
wz as true; neither do his conclusions against the 
hypothesis of Africanus, in the second and third sec- 
tions, rest on such assumption, but solely on the 
authority of the Old Testament and a collation of 
MSS. unconnected with any hypothesis whatever. 

All subjects of this kind, both in sacred and pro- 
fane history, are entangled with difficulties peculiar 
to themselves, partly through the remoteness of the 
times to which they refer, and partly through the pe- 
culiar manners that prevailed in different nations of 
reckoning and recording their genealogical successions. 
J may venture to affirm that similar difficulties, and 
even greater, are to be found in profane histories of 
the first importance; the general accuracy and uni- 
versal authenticity of which, no man who regards his 
eredit will ever call into question. 

Dr. B. has certainly proved his main points without 
recurring to the discreditable shifts which some will 
adopt, who cut the knots they cannot untie, and be- 
cause they find it impracticable to reconcile certain 
seeming difficulties in the sacred history, first affect 
to doubt the authenticity of those histories, and, after- 
wards put forth their criminal hands, and lop off whole 
branches from the tree of life :—a text is too small a 
portion ; difficulties (to them) still remain; another 
text must follow, and another still, till at last whole 
chapters are tossed away into the limbo of vanity. 
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Then, to be sure, all is fair and clear; for by this 
species of criticism any thing may be proved or de- 
nied: but God never appointed such a method to 
discover truth, and sound criticism should hold it 
disgraceful to resort to it. 

I have said that the peculiar manner used by some 
of the eastern nations in recording their genealogies, 
is one cause of their present obscurity : on this sub- 
ject, the late ingenious Mr. Harmer refers to a case 
in point, which I shall give in his own words :— 

“ Genealogical tables were kept among the Jews 
with great exactness. Every person of learning, how- 
ever, knows that the great difference in this point 
between St. Matthew and St. Luke, who have each of 
them given us a genealogy of our Lord, has greatly 
embarrassed the curious, and did so early ; (see Aug. 
Retract. 1. ii. ec. 7;) but as,in other cases, what was 
at first thought an objection against the sacred writer 
has turned out in his favour, so doubly will this, 
when it shall be thoroughly cleared up. Time may 
perhaps do it: all I would attempt to show here is, 
that there has been lately discovered an inscription at 
Palmyra, which has just the same difficulty. He that 
clears up the Syrian difficulty will, I presume, clear 
up the sacred. ‘To which I would add, that it is to 
be remembered, that Palmyra was in the neighbour- 
hood of Judea, and the inscriptions that are found 
there are about the apostolic age: As to the mmscrip- 
tion I refer to Mr. Wood, the ingenious editor of those 
ruins, who has observed, that it was more difficult to 
understand than translate it. This, says he, will ap- 
pear by rendering it literally, which is easiest done 
into Latin, thus: Senatus populusque Alialamenem, 
Pani filium, Mocimi nepotem, Airanis pronepotem, 
Mathe abnepotem, et Afranem patrem ejus, viros pios 
et patrie amicos, et omni modo placentes patrie pa- 
triisque diis, honoris gratia. Anno 450, Mense Aprilt. 
Our difficulty is, continues he, that Avranes is called 
the father of Alialamenes, who is himself called the 
son of Panus, just in the same manner as St. Matthew 
tells us that Jacob begat Joseph; and St. Luke calls 
Joseph, the son of Heli. ‘There is something without 
doubt in these affairs peculiar to the east, which, 
however unknown to us, was common to the Jews 
and the people of Palmyra; and will, when properly 
explained, be a proof of the authenticity of these 
genealogies, instead of an objection.” Harmer’s 0d- 
servations. 

To several of my readers it will probably appear 
that Dr. B. has carried his critical conjectures too far, 
particularly in respect of several: names which occur 
in these genealogies. Those only will make this ob- 
jection, who, from a want of acquaintance with an- 
cient MSS., suppose that those names, as they occur 
in our present copies, are to be considered as inva- 
riably genuine and original. But the specimen I 
have already given, in the preceding sheet, of the dif- 
ferent reading of the same name in ancient MSS. will 
serve to remove this misapprehension. From a very 
particular acquaintance with this subject, I think I 
have sufficient ground to state, that, through the ig- 
norance and carelessness of transcribers innumerable 
mistakes have been made in ancient names. These 
also have suffered very greatly in their transfusion 
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from one language to another, till at last the original 
name is almost totally lost. Examples might be mul- 
tiplied without end; a very few will suffice: the 
pwr Yehoshud (according to the Masoretic punctua- 
tion) of the Hebrew Bible, is changed into Joshua 
and Jesus ; yepw? Yeshayahoo into Isaiah and Hsaias ; 
ws Eliyahoo into Elijah and Elias: the Persian 
Dardb into Darius; Ardsheer into Ahasuerus; Ar- 
tachshasta into Artaxerxes, and even Darius; and 
anim Yahchanan into lwavyye, Johannes, and John! 
Besides, neither the Greeks nor Romans could pro- 
nounce either the Hebrew or Persian names; and 
when engaged in the task of transcribing, they did it 
according to their own manner of pronunciation. It 
is notorious that all the Greek and Latin historians 
have committed innumerable blunders of this kind, in 
their accounts of foreign nations. St. Jerome loudly 
complains of the ridicule which those Christians, who 
were accustomed only to a Greek or Latin mode of 
pronunciation, endured continually from the Jews, 
because they could not pronounce the Hebrew proper 
names, particularly the gutturals: ‘“ Solent, (says he,) 
urridere nos imperitie maxime in aspirationibus g qui- 
busdam cum rasura gule litteris proferendis ;—si 
igitur & nobis hec nonunum & lingue idiomata ut 
videlicet barbara non ita fuerint expressa ut exprimun- 
tur ab Hebreis, solent cachinnum attollere, et jurare 
se pemtus nescire quod dicumus.” Com. in Hpist. ad. 
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Tit. c. iii. v. 9. This learned father excuses himself 
and his brethren, on the consideration, that the He- 
brews had both sounds and letters which were wholly 
unknown to the Greeks and Latins ; and particularly 
instances M cheth, and ) ayin, the double aspiration of 
which (as he terms it) the Septuagint not being able 
to express, were obliged to represent by the use of 
additional letters, quia cum duplict aspiratione in 
Grecam linguam transferre non poterant, als literis 
additis expresserunt: he adds, that, whereas the 
Greeks and Romans had only one's, the Hebrews had 
three, D samech, ¥ sade, and w sin, each of which had 
a different sound. (Ubi supra.) From these examples, 
the reader will see the indubitable evidence of cor- 
ruption in many proper names, and the great proba- 
bility of it in others. 

On the whole of this genealogy, a pious writer 
makes the following reflections :— 

Jesus, the author and principle of the new crea- 
tion, and the repairer of the world, disdains not to be 
reckoned among ordinary creatures, and among the 
children of sinful Adam. He designed hereby to secure 
us from having the least doubt of his human nature ; 
and to assure us that we have a victim, a saviour, and 
a high priest, capable of compassionating our infirmi- 
ties and miseries, and making atonement for our sins; 
and thus reconciling us to God. ‘Thanks be to God 
for his unspeakable gift! 


CHARTER LV. 


Christ’s temptation, 1-13. 
Nazareth, 16-28. 
a demon, 33-37. 


Teaches in the synagogues of Galilee, 14, 15. 
They attempt to kill him, 29, 30. 
Heals Peter’s mother-in-law, and various others, 38-41. 


He preaches wn a synagogue at 
He preaches in Capernaum, 31, 32, and casts out 
He goes to the desert, and 


preaches afterwards in the synagogues of Galilee, 42-44. 


faeal Eee AND “Jesus being full of the 
An, she Holy Ghost returned from Jor- 


= +. 0an, ander suas ledsabyuthew Spirit 
into the wilderness, 

2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. 
And ¢in those days he did eat nothing: and 
when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 

3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be 
the Son of God, command this stone that it be 
made bread. 

4 And Jesus answered him, saying, @ It is 
written, ‘That man shall not live by bread 


A.M. 4031. 
alone, but by every word of A]! oy one 
God. An. Olymp. 

CCL. 3. 


5 And the devil, taking him up 
into a high mountain, showed unto him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time. 

6 And the devil said unto him, All this power 
will I give thee, and the glory of them: for 
* that is delivered unto me; and to whomso- 
ever I will I give it. 

7 If thou, therefore wilt ‘worship me, all 
shall be thine. 


a Matt. iv. 1; Mark i, 12.» Ver. 14; chap. ii. 27. 
xxxiv, 28; 1 Kings xix. 8. 


NOTES ON CHAP. IV. 

Verse 1. Was led by the Spirit] Or, And was 
carried about, nyeto. Matthew says, avny6n, he was 
brought up. Mark says, the Spirit driveth him 
exBarArci—putteth him forth. But each of the evan- 
gelists attributes this to the Holy Ghost, not to Satan. 

It may be useful to remark here, that, during the 
forty days and forty nights in which he is said to have 
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4 Deut. vill. 3. e John xii, 31; xiv. 30; Rev. xiii. 2, 7. 


£ Or, fall down before me. 


been tempted by the devil, he is carried about, con- 
tinually sustained and supported, by the Holy Ghost. 
Let those who are tempted by Satan look for, and, in 
virtue of the power and intercession of Christ, claim, 
the same support; and it matters little how many days 
they may be assaulted by the devil, while they are 
carried about by the Spirit of God. 

Verse 7. If thou—wilt worship me] This tempta- 
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The temptation of Christ. 
at ate 8 And Jesus answered and said 


nue one unto him, Get thee behind me, Sa- 
tan: for £it is written,.Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
ae serve. 

» And he brought him to Jerusalem, and 
ie him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said 
unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thy- 
self down from hence: 

10 For ‘it is written, He shall give his an- 
gels charge over thee, to keep thee: 

11 And in their hands they shall bear thee 
up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. 

12 And Jesus answering said unto him, 
*Ttis said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God. 


& Deut. vi. 13; x. 20.— Matthew iv. 
k Deut. vi. 16. 


5. uigkes Sacre Ae 
1 John xiv. 30; Heb. iv. 15. 


CHAP. IV. 


He preaches in Galilee, §-c. 


13 And when the devil had ended 4: jogs 
all the temptation, he departed from An. Olymp. 
him !for a season. [en 

14 §] ™ And Jesus returned ® in the power 
of the Spirit into ° Galilee: and there went 
out a fame of him through all the region round 
about. 

15 And he taught in their synagogues, be- 
ing glorified of all. 

16 | And he came to ? Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up: and, as his custom was, 
‘he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the 
book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had 
opened the book, he found the place where it 
was written, 


m Matt. iv. 12; John iv. 43—— Ver. 1. © Acts x. 37.—P Matt. 
ll. 23; xiii. 54; Mark vi. 1. 94 Acts xill. 14; xvii. 2. 


tion is the dast in order, as related by Matthew ; and 
it is not reasonable to suppose that any other succeed- 
ed to it. Luke has here told the particulars, but not 
in the order in which they took place. .See every cir- 
cumstance of this temptation considered and explained 
in the notes on Matt. iv. 1-11. 

Verse 14. Returned in the power of the Spirit] 
Ev ty dvvaper tov rverwatoc, In the mighty power of the 
Spirit. Having now conquered the grand adversary, 
he comes in the miracle-working energy of the Spirit 
to show forth his power, godhead, and love to the 
people, that they might believe and be saved. He 
who, through the grace of God, resists and overcomes 
temptation, is always bettered by it. This is one of 


the wonders of God’s grace, that those very things | 


which are designed for our utter ruin he makes the 
instruments of our greatest good. Thus Satan is ever 
duped by his own proceedings, and caught in his own 
craft. 

Verse 15. And he taught in their synagogues| We 
do not find that even the persecuting Jews ever hinder- 
ed Christ or his disciples from preaching in their syna- 
gogues. Is it the same in every place where even 
the Christian religion is established by law? Would 
Jesus, or his apostles, or their most Scriptural repre- 
sentatives, be permitted to preach in one out of a 
thousand churches, in certain countries, unless they 
were strictly conformed to their external ecclesiasti- 
eal customs? Nor even then, unless their doctrine 
were according to the taste of the managers and of 
the times. 

Glorified of all.| All felt the power of his preach- 
ing, and acknowledged the divinity of his mission. 
The scandal of the crosg had not yet taken place. 

Verse 16. To Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up| It is likely that our Lord lived principally in this 
city till the 30th year of his age ; but, after he enter- 
ed on his public ministry, his usual place of residence 
was at the house of Peter, in Capernaum. 

As his custom was| Our Lord regularly attended 
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the public worship of God in the synagogues ; for 
there the Scriptures were read: other parts of the 
worship were very corrupt ; but it was the best at that 
time to be found in the land. ‘To worship God pudlicly 
is the duty of every man, and no man can be guiltless 
who neglects it. If a person cannot get such public 
worship as he likes, let him frequent such as he can 
get. Better to attend the most indifferent than to 
stay at home, especially on the Lord’s day. The 
place and the time are set apart for the worship of the 
true God: if others do not conduct themselves well in 
it, that is not your fault, and need not be any hinderance 
to you. You come to worship Gop—do not forget 
your errand—and God will supply the lack in the 
service by the teachings of his Spirit. Hear the say- 
Herbert :— 


“The worst speak something good : 
sense, 
God takes the text, and preacheth p-a-t-i-e-n-c-e.” 


should all want 


A man may always profit where the word of God is 
read. 

Stood up for to read.) The Jews, im general, sat 
while they taught or commented on the Sacred Writ- 
ings, or the traditions of the elders; but when they 
read either the law or the prophets they invariably 
stood up: it was not lawful for them even to lean 
against any thing while employed in reading. 

Verse 17. And when he had opened the book] Ava- 
mrvéac, When he had unrolled it. ‘The Sacred Writ- 
ings used to this day, in all the Jewish synagogues, 
are written on skins of basil, parchment, or vellum, 
sewed end to end, and rolled on two rollers, beginning 
at each end; so that, in reading from right to left, 
they roll off with the left, while they roll on with the 
right, Probably the place in the Prophet Isaiah, here 
referred to, was the lesson for that day; and Jesus 
unrolled the manuscript till he came to the place: then, 
after having read, he rolled it up again, and returned 
it to the officer, ver. 20, the ruler of the synagogue, or 
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Christ explains a prophecy 
A. M. 4031. 


cEaia om hell Spirit of the Lord is 
An. Olymp. upon me, because he hath anointed 

ne, 10 preach the Gospel to the 
poor: he hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, and he gave zt 
again to the minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. 

21 And he began to say unto them, This 
day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 


risa. ix. 1: 
il. 47. 


S Psa. xlv.2; Matt. xi. 54; Mark vi. 2; chap. 
t John vi. 42. u Matt. iv. 13; xi. 23. 


ST. LUKE. 


of Isaiah at Nazareth 


which proceeded out of his mouth. 
And they said, * Is not this J oseph’s son ? 

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surelv 
say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thy- 
self: whatsoever we have heard done in * Ca- 
pernaum, do also here in ¥ thy country. 

24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No 
’ prophet is accepted in his own country. 

25 But I tell you of a truth, * many widows 
were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the 
heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
when great famine was throughout all the land ; 

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, 


Vv Matt. xiii. 54; Mark vi. 1. w Matt. xiii. 57; Mark vi. 4; 
John iv. 44. x] Kings xvi. 9; xviii. 1; James v. 17. 


his servant, whose business it was to take care of it. 
The place that he opened was probably the section 
for the day. See the table at the end of Deuteronomy, 
and the note at the end of that tadle. 

Verse 18. The Spirit of the Lord| This is found 
in Isa. Ixi. 1; but our Lord immediately adds to it 
ver. 7 of chap. xlii. The proclaiming of liberty to the 
captives, and the acceptable year (or year of accept- 
ance) of the Lord, is a manifest allusion to the pro- 
claiming of the year of jubilee by sound of trumpet : 
see Lev. xxv. 9, &c., and the notes there. This was 
a year of general release of debts and obligations ; of 
bond-men and women ; of lands and possessions, which 
had been sold from the families and tribes to which 
they belonged. Our Saviour, by applying this text to 
himself, a text so manifestly relating to the institution 
above mentioned, plainly declares the typical design 
of that institution.—Low Ta. 

He hath anointed me| 1 have been designed and set 
apart for this very purpose; my sole business among 
men is to proclaim glad tidings to the poor, &c. All 
the functions of this new prophet are exercised on the 
hearts of men; and the grace by which he works in 
the heart is a grace of healing, deliverance, and tllu- 
mination ; which, by an admirable virtue, causes them 
to pass from sickness to health, from slavery to liberty, 
from darkness to light, and from the lowest degrees 
of misery to supreme eternal happiness. See Quesnel. 
To those who feel their spiritual poverty, whose hearts 
are broken through a sense of their sins, who see 
themselves tied and bownd with the chains of many 
evil habits, who sit in the darkness of guilt and misery, 
without a friendly hand to lead them in the way in 
which they should go—to these, the Gospel of the 
grace of Christ is a pleasing sound, because a present 
and full salvation is proclaimed by it; and the present 
is shown to be the acceptable year of the Lord; the 
year, the time, in which he saves to the uttermost all 
who come unto him in the name of his Son Jesus. 
Reader! what dost thou feel? Sin—wretchedness— 
misery of every description? Then come to Jesus— 
He will save THus—he came into the world for this 
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very purpose. Cast thy soul upon him, and thou shalt 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Verse 20. Were fastened on him.| Were attentwe- 
ly fixed on him. ‘The proper import of atevicovte¢ 
QTo. 

Verse 22. At the gracious words] To the words 
of grace, emt Tore Aoyotg tHe yapttoc, or the doctrines 
of grace, which he then preached. It is very strange 
that none of the evangelists give us any account of 


this sermon! There was certainly more of it than is 


related in the 21Ist verse—T'o-day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears ; which seems to have been no 
more than the first sentence he spoke on the occasion. 
Had it been necessary for our salvation, it would have 
been recorded. It was a demonstration to those Jews, 
that Jesus, who preached to them, was the person of 
whom the prophet there spoke: it was not designed 
for general edification. Let us make a good use of 
what we have got, and we shall not regret that this 
sermon is lost. The ear is never satisfied with hear- 
ing : we wish for another and another revelation, while 
sadly unacquainted with the nature and design of that 
which God’s mercy has already given us. 

Verse 23. Physician, heal thyself| That is, heal 
the broken-hearted in thy own country, as the latter 
clause of the verse explains it; but they were far 
from being in a proper spirit to receive the salvation 
which he was ready to’ communicate; and therefore 
they were not healed. 

Verse 24. No prophet is accepted] See on Matt. 
mill. 55-57. 

Verse 25. In the days of Elias] See this history, 
1 Kings xvii. 1—9, compared with chap. xviii. 1— 
45. This was evidently a miraculous interference, as 
no rain fell for three years and six months, even in the 
rainy seasons. There were two of these in Judea, 
called the first and the latter rains; the first fell in 
October, the latter in April: the first prepared the 
ground for the seed; the latter ripened the harvest. 
As both these rains were withheld, consequently there 
was a great famine throughout all the land. 

Verse 26. Unto none of them was Elias sent, save 
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The Nazarites are offended, 


A M,‘031. save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, 
A Olymp. unto a woman that was a widow. 


- 27 Y And many lepers were in Is- 
racl in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none 
of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they 
heard these things, were filled with wrath, 


y 2 Kings v. 14, 


unto Sarepta| The sentence is elliptical, and means 
this: To none of them was Elias sent; he was not 
sent except to Sarepta; for the widow at Sarepta was 
a Sidoman, not a widow of Israel. Prarce.—Sa- 
repta was a pagan city in the country of Sidon, in the 
vicinity of Galilee. 

Verse 27. None of them was cleansed] This verse 
is to be understood as the 26th; for Naaman, being 
a Syrian, was no leper in Israel. 

The meaning of these verses is, God dispenses his 
benefits when, where, and to whom he pleases. No 
person can complain of his conduct in these respects, 
because no person deserves any good from his hand. 
God never punishes any but those who deserve it; but 
he blesses incessantly those who deserve it not. The 
reason is evident : justice depends on certain rules ; 
but deneficence is free. Béneficence can bless both 
the good and the evil; justice can punish the latter 
only. Those who do not make this distinction must 
have a very confused notion of the conduct of Divine 
Providence among men. 

Verse 28. Were filled with wrath] They seem to 
have ‘drawn the following conclusion from what our 
Lord spoke : “ The Gentiles are more precious in the 
sight of God than the Jews; and to them his miracles 
of merey and kindness shall be principally confined.” 
This was pretty near the truth, as the event proved. 
Those who profit not by the light of God, while it is 
among them, shall have their candle extinguished. 
The kingdom of God was taken from the Jews, and 
given to the Gentiles; not because the Gentiles were 
better than they were, but because, Ist. The Jews 
had forfeited their privileges; and 2dly. Because 
Christ saw that the Gentiles would bring forth the 
fruits of the kingdom. 

Verse 29. The brow of the hill] Mr. Maundrel 
tells us that this is still called “ the Mountain of the 
Precipitation, and is half a league southward of Na- 
zareth. In going to it, you cross first over the vale in 
which Nazareth stands; and then going down two or 
three furlongs, in a narrow cleft between the rocks, 
you there clamber up a short but difficult way on the 
right hand; at the top of which you find a great stone 
standing on the brink of a precipice, which is said to 
be the very place where our Lord was destined to be 
thrown down by his enraged neighbours.” Maundrel’s 
Journey, p. 116. Hidit. 5th. 1732. 

Verse 30. Passing through the midst of them) 
Hither he shut their eyes so that they could not see 
him; or he so overawed them by his power as to leave 
them no strength to perform their murderous purpose. 
The man Christ Jesus was immortal till. his dme 
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CHAP. IV. 


and attempt to kill him. 


29 And rose up, and thrust him 4,™M: 4031. 
out of the city, and led him unto An. Olymp. 
the * brow of the hill whereon their 
city was built, that they might cast him down 
headlong. 

30 But he * passing through the midst of 


them went his way, 


2 Or, edge. * John viii. 59; x. 39. 


came; and all his messengers are immortal till their 
work is done. 

The following relation of a fact presents a scene 
something similar to what I suppose passed on this 
occasion: A missionary, who had been sent to a 
strange land to proclaim the Gospel of the kingdom 
of God, and who had passed through many hardships, 
and was often in danger of losing his life, through 
the persecutions excited against him, came to a place 
where he had often before, at no small risk, preached 
Christ crucified. About fifty people, who had receiv- 
ed good impressions from the word of God, assembled : 
he began his discourse; and, after he had preached 
about thirty minutes, an outrageous mob surrounded the 
house, armed with different instruments of death, and 
breathing the most sanguinary purposes. Some that 
were within shut to the door; and the missionary and 
his flock betook themselves to prayer. The mob as- 
sailed the house, and began to hurl stones against the 
walls, windows, and roof; and in a short time almost 
every tile was destroyed, and the roof nearly uncover- 
ed, and before they quitted the premises scarcely left 
one square inch of glass in the five windows by which 
the house was enlightened. While this was going 
forward, a person came with a pistol to the window 
opposite to the place where the preacher stood, (who 
was then exhorting his flock to be steady, to resign 
themselves to God, and trust in him,) presented it at 
him, and snapped it; but it only flashed in the pan! 
As the house was a wooden building, they began with 
crows and spades to undermine it, and take away its 
principal supports. The preacher then addressed his 
little flock to this effect: “ These outrageous people 
seek not you, but me; if J continue in the house, 
they will soon pull it down, and we shall be all buried 
in its ruins; I will therefore, in the name of God, go 
out to them, and you will be safe.” He then went 
towards the door; the poor people got round him, and 
entreated him not to venture out, as he might expect 
to be instantly massacred ; he went calmly forward, 
opened the door, at which a whole volley of stones 
and dirt was that instant discharged ; but he received 
no damage. The people were in crowds in all the 
space before the door, and filled the road for a con- 
siderable way, so that there was no room to pass or 
repass. As soon as the preacher made his appear- 
ance, the savages became instantly as silent and as 
still as night: he walked forward; and they divided 
to the right and to the left, leaving a passage of about 
four feet wide for himself and a young man who follow- 
ed him, to walk in. He passed on through the whole 
crowd, not a soul of whom either lifted a hand, or 
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Christ casts out a demon, 


one 4031. 31 And Pcame down to Capernaum, 


An. Olymp. a city of Galilee, and taught them on 
C!S the Sabbath days. 

32 And they were astonished at his doctrine : 
© for his word was with power. 

33 § «And in the synagogue there was a 
man which had a spirit of an unclean devil, 
and cried out with a loud voice, 

34 Saying, ° Let us alone ; what have we to 
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou 
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou 
art, §the Holy One of God. 

35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold 
thy peace, and come out of him. And when 
the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came 
out of him, and hurt him not. 

36 And they were all amazed, and spake 
among themselves, saying, What a word 7s 
this! for with authority and power he com- 
mandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out. 

37 And the fame of him went out into 


b Matt. iv. 13; Mark i. 21. 
a Mark i. 23. © Or, Away. 
Dan. ix. 24; chap. 1. 35. 


¢ Matt. vii. 28, 29; Tit. ii. 15. 
f Ver. 41.—— Psa. xvi. 10; 


ST. LUKE. 


heals Peter’s mother-in-law, &c. 


every place of the country round Neder 
about. . An, Olymp. 
38 4 = And he arose out of the ————— 


synagogue, and entered into Simon’s house. 
And Simon’s wife’s mother was taken 
with a great fever; and they besought him 
for her. - / 

39 And he stood over her, and rebuked the 
fever; and it left her: and immediately she 
arose and ministered unto them. 

40 § i Now when the sun was setting, all 
they that had any sick with divers diseases 
brought them unto him ; and he laid his hands 
on every one of them, and healed them. 

41 9 * And devils also came out of many, 
crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the 
Son of God. And !'he rebuking them suffered 
them not ™to speak; for they knew that he 
was Christ. 

42 % "And when it was day, he departed 
and went into a desert place: and the people 


h Matt. viii. 14; Mark i. 29.——* Matt. vill. 16; Mark i. 32. 
k Mark i. 34; iii. 11—1 Mark i. 25, 34; ver. 34, 35——™Or, 
to say that they knew him to be Christ ——® Mark 1. 35. 


spoke one word, till he and his companion had gained 
the uttermost skirts of the mob! ‘The narrator, who 
was present on the occasion, goes on to say: “ This 
was one of the most affecting spectacles I ever wit- 
nessed; an infuriated mob, without any visible cause, 
(for the preacher spoke not one word,) became in a 
moment as calm as lambs! They seemed struck with 
amazement bordering on stupefaction ; they stared and 
stood speechless ; and, after they had fallen back to 
right and left to leave him a free passage, they were 
as motionless as statues! They assembled with the 
full purpose to destroy the man who came to show 
them the way of salvation; but he, passing through 
the midst of them, went his way. Was not the God 
of missionaries in this work ? The next Lord’s day, the 
missionary went to the same place, and again proclaim- 
ed the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world !” : 

Verse 31. Came down to Capernaum| Which it is 
likely he made his ordinary place of residence from 
this time. See on Matt. iv. 13. 

Verse 32. His word was with power.| Ev efovora, 
With authority. We assumed the tone and manner 
of a new Lawgiver; and uttered all his doctrines, not 
in the way of exhortation or advice, but in the form of 
precepts and commands, the unction of the Holy Spirit 
accompanying all he said. See on Mark i. 22. 

. Verse 33. A spirit of an unclean devil] As demon 
was used both in a good and bad sense before and af- 
ter the time of the evangelists, the word unclean may 
have been added here by St. Luke, merely to express 
the quality of thes spirit. But it is worthy of remark, 
that the inspired writers never use the word dav, 
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demon, in a good sense. See the whole of this case 
explained, Mark i. 23, &c. 

Verse 35. And hurt him not.] Though he convulsed 
him, Mark i. 26, and threw him down in the midst of 
them, probably with the design to take away his life, 
yet our Lord permitted it not; and this appears to be 
the meaning of the place. The spirit was not per- 
mitted essentially to injure him at that time. 

Verse 37. The fame] Hyoc, the sound. 
very elegant metaphor. 


This is a 
The people are represented 


as struck with astonishment, and the sound goes out 


through all the coasts ; in allusion to the propagation 
of sound, by a smart stroke upon any substance, by 
which the air is suddenly agitated, and conveys the 
report made by the stroke to distant places. So this 
miracle was told to others by those who saw it, and 
they to others still, till it was heard through all the 
coasts of Galilee, Mark i. 28. 

Verse 38. Simon’s wife’s mother] See on Matt. 
viii. 14-17. As soon as Peter began to follow Christ, 
his family began to benefit by it. It is always profit- 
able to contract an acquaintance with good men. One 
person full of faith and prayer may be the means of 
drawing down innumerable blessings on his family and 
acquaintance. Every person who knows the virtue 
and authority of Christ should earnestly seek¢his grace 
in behalf of all the spiritually diseased in his house- 
hold; nor can he seek the aid of Christ in vain. 

Verse 40. When the sun was setting] And conse- 
quently the Sabbath ended, for before this it would 
have been unlawful to have brought their sick to be healed. 

Verse 42. And the people sought him] Rather, 
Sought him earnestly. Instead of efyrovv, sought, I 
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Christ preaches in the 


des. sought him, and came unto him, and 
‘a pone stayed him, that he should not de- 
part from them. 


he said unto them, I must preach 


43 And 


CHAP. V. 


synagogues of Galilee. 
the kingdom of God to other cities ope 
also: for therefore am I sent. As ebee 


44 ° And he preached in the syna- ————— 
gogues of Galilee. 


°St. Mark, 


chap. i. 39. 


read, ereCnzouv, earnesily sought. This reading is 
supported by ABCDFLMS—YV, and more than seventy 
others. Wetstein and Griesbach have both received 
it into the text. The people had tasted the good word 
of God, and now they cleave to Christ with their whole 
heart. Hearing the words of Christ, and feeling the 
influence of his Spirit upon the soul, will attract 
and influence the heart; and indeed nothing else can 
do it. 

And stayed him] Strove to detain him; xatewyov 
avtov, they caught hold of him. ‘Thus showing their 
great earnestness to be farther instructed. 

Verse 43. I must preach the kingdom of God to 
other cities} To proclaim the kingdom of God was 
the Messiah’s great work ; healing the diseases of the 
people was only an emblematical and secondary work, 
a work that was to be the proof of his goodness, and 
the demonstration of his authority to preach the Gos- 
pel, and open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 


Some have found both a difficulty and a mystery in 
the shutting up of heaven in the time of the Prophet 
Elijah. It was, no doubt, emblematical of the har- 
dened and impenitent state of the Israelites, and of 
the judgments of God in withholding those Divine 
influences which they had so often abused. As to the 
difficulty of the sex months, which both our Lord here, 
and St. James, chap. v. 17, mention, and which 


are not mentioned in the book of Kings whence 
the account is taken, it may be easily understood thus. 
The rains, we have already seen, fell in Judea twice 
in the year, about April, and about October. At this 
latter period, when the rain was expected, the prophet 
prayed that it might not rain; the rain therefore of 
Marchesvan, or October, &c., was then restrained : 
this restraint continued for three full years; but six 
months had elapsed from Nisan, April, &c., when 
they had their last rain, add these six months to the 
three full years that the rain was restrained at the 
prayer of Elijah, and then we have the period of three 
years and six months, according to our Lord and 
Saint James. By this the justzce of God was shown: 
but behold his mercy in that rain of grace which fell 
so abundantly by the preaching of Christ during the 
three years and six months of his public ministry ! 
Thus the difficulty is solved, and the mystery explained. 
Reader, the most awful famine is a famine of the word 
of God: thou art not yet tried in this way: behold 
the goodness and severity of God! While thou hast 
the light, walk asa child of the light; and let it not be 
thy curse and condemnation, that while others, by 
reading and hearing the word of God, are plenteously 
watered, thy fleece alone should be found dry. How 
unutterable must the wo of those be, who live and die 
infidels under the preaching of the Gospel of Christ ! 
Let him that readeth, understand. 


CHAPTER V. 


The miraculous draught of fishes at the lake of Gennesaret, 1-11. 
being published abroad, he withdraws to the desert, 


Christ heals a leper, 12-14. His fame 


15, 16. He heals a paralytic person, at which the 


scribes and Pharisees murmur, but the people glorify God, 17-26. He calls the publican Levi, who makes 
a feast for Christ, to which he invites a great number of publicans and others, at which the scribes and 


Pharisees murmur, and our Lord vindicates his conduct, 27-32. fasti: 
The parable of the new piece of cloth put on the old garment, and the new wine in old bottles, 


33-35. 
36-39. 

ee ND *it came to pass, that, as 
= - re Py 

ay Oe the people pressed upon him to 
C 


_ Ors hear the word of God, he stood by 
the lake of Gennesaret, 


The question about fasting answered, 


2 And saw two ships standing Sen ile 


by the lake: but the fishermen An. Olymp. 
were gone out of them, and were 4 
washing thei nets. 


a Matt. iv. 18; 


NOTES ON CHAP. V. 

Verse 1. The people pressed upon him] There was 
a glorious prospect of a plentiful harvest, but how few 
of these blades came to full corn in the ear! 'To hear 
with diligence and affection is well; but a preacher of 
the Gospel may expect that, out of crowds of hearers, 
only a few, comparatively, will fully receive the truth, 
and hold out to the end. 

1 


Mark i. 16. 


To hear the word of God| Tov Aoyov tov Oeov, The 
doctrine of God, or. the heavenly doctrine. 

The lake of Gennesaret} Called also the sea of 
Galilee, Matt. iv. 18, and Mark i. 16; and the sea of 
Tiberias, John vi. 1. It was, according to Josephus, 
forty furlongs in breadth, and one hundred and forth in 
length. No synagogue could have contained the 
multitudes who attended our Lord’s ministry; and 
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The miraculous 


ee 3 And he entered into one of the 


An. Olymp. ships, which was Simon’s, and 

slo prayed him that he would thrust 
out a little from the land. And he sat down, 
and taught the people out of the ship. 

4 § Now when he had left speaking, he said 
unto Simon, » Launch out into the deep, and 
let down your nets for a draught. 

And Simon answering said unto him, Mas- 
ter, we have toiled all the night, and have ta- 


b John xxi. 3-8. ¢ John xxi. 6, 


therefore he was obliged to preach in the open air. 
But this also some of the most eminent rabbins were 
in the habit of doing; though among some of their 
brethren it was not deemed reputable. 

Verse 2. Two ships| Avo Aaa, Two vessels. It is 
highly improper to term these ships. They appear to 
have been only such small boats as are used to manage 
nets on fiat smooth beaches: one end of the net is at- 
tached to the shore ; the fishermen row out, and drop 
the net as they go, making a kind of semicircle from 
the shore; they return, and bring the rope attached to 
the other end with them, and then the net is hauled on 
shore ; and, as it was sunk with weights to the bottom, 
and floated with corks at the top, all the fish in that 
compass were included, and drawn to shore. 

Verse 3. And taught—out of the ship.| They 
pressed so much upon him on the land, through their 
eagerness to hear the doctrine of life, that he could not 
conveniently speak to them, and so was obliged to get 
into one of the boats; and, having pushed a little out 
from the land, he taught them. The smooth still 
water of the lake must have served excellently to con- 
vey the sounds to those who stood on the shore. 

Verse 5. Sumon—said—Master| Entcata. This is 
the first place where this word occurs; it is used by 
none of the inspired penmen but Luke, and he applies 
it only to our blessed Lord. Jt properly signifies a 
prefect, or one who is set over certain affairs or per- 
sons: it is used also for an instructer, or teacher. 
Peter considered Christ, from what he had heard, as 
teacher of a Divine doctrine, and as having authority 
to command, &c. He seems to comprise both ideas 
in this appellation ; he listened attentively to his teach- 
mg, and readily obeyed bis orders. 'To hear atten- 
tively, and obey cheerfully, are duties we owe, not 
only to the sovereign Master of the world, but also to 
ourselves. No man ever took Jesus profitably for his 
teacher, who did not at the same time receive him as 
his Lord. 

We have toiled all the night] They had cast the 
net several times in the course of the night, and drew 
it to shore without success, and were now greatly dis- 
heartened. I have seen several laborious draughts of 
this kind made without fruit. All labour must be fruit- 
less where the blessing of God is not; but especially 
that of the ministry. It is the presence and influence 
of Christ, in a congregation, that cause souls to be 
gathered unto himself: without these, whatever the 
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ST. LUKE 


draught of fishes. 
ken nothing: nevertheless at thy 4,M, 1031. 
word I will let down the net. An. Olymp. 


6 And when they had this done, 
they inclosed °a great multitude of fishes: 
and their net brake. 

7 And they beckoned unto their ¢ partners, 
which were in the other ship, that they should 
come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both the ships, so that they began to 


sink. 


4 John xxi. 8, 11. 


preacher’s eloquence or abilities may be, all will be 
mght, and fruitless labour. 

At thy word I will let down the net.]. He who as- 
sumes the character of a fisher of men, under any au- 
thority that does not proceed from Christ, is sure to 
catch nothing ; but he who labours by the order and 
under the direction of the great Shepherd and Bishop 
of souls, cannot labour in vain. 

Verse 6. Their net brake.] Or, began to break, 
dteppnyvuto, or, was likely to be broken. Had it broke, 
as our version states, they could have caught no fish. 
Grammarians give the following rule concerning words 
of this kind. Verba completiva inchoativée intelugenda. 
Verbs which signify the accomplishment of a thing, 
are often to be understood as only signifying the Je- 
ginning of that accomplishment. Raphelius gives 
some very pertinent examples of this out of Herodotus. 

Verse 7. They beckoned unto their partners] Had 
not these been called in to assist, the net must have 
been droken, and all the fish lost. What a pity there 
should be such envious separation among the different 
sects that profess to believe in Christ Jesus! Did they 
help each other in the spirit of Christian fellowship, 
more souls would be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth. Some will rather leave souls to perish than 
admit of partners in the sacred work. It is an intoler- 
able pride to think nothing well done but what we do 
ourselves; and a diabolic envy to be afraid lest others 
should be more successful than we are. 

They—Jilled both the ships| Both the boats had as 
many as they could carry, and were so heavily laden 
that they were ready to sink. As one justly observes, 
“There are fish plenty to be taken, were there skilful 
hands to take, and vessels to contain them. Many 
are disputing about the size, capacity, and goodness of 
their nets and their vessels, while the fish are permit- 
ted to make their escape.” Did the faithful fishers in 
both the vessels in these lands (the established Church, 
and the various branches of the dissenting interest) 
join heartily together, the nations might be converted 
to God; but, while the ridiculous disputes for and 
against particular forms last, there can be no unity. 
Were men as zealous to catch souls, as they are to 
support their particular creeds, and forms of worship, 
the state of Christianity would be more flourishing 
than it is at present. But the wall of separation is 
continually strengthened, each party fortifying it on 
his own side. 
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Christ heals a man who 


A.M. 4031. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he 


n= eae fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
° Depart from me; for I am a sin- 
ful man, O Lord. 

9 For he was astonished, and all that were 
with him, at the draught of the fishes which 
they had taken: 

10 And so was also James, and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Si- 
mon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; 
f from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 

11 And when they had brought their ships 
to land & they forsook all, and followed him. 

12 9 ™ And it came to pass, when he was in 
a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy : 
who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and be- 


¢2 Sam. vi. 9; 1 Kings xvii. 18. —f Matt. iv. 19; Mark i. 
17. Matthew iv. 20; xix. 27; Mark i. 18; chap. xviii. 28. 
h Matt. viii. 2; Mark i. 40, 


Verse 8. Depart from me; for I am a sinful man] 
EfeAGe an’ euov, Go out from me, i.e. from my boat. 
Peter was fully convinced that this draught of fish was 
a miraculous one; and that God himself had particu- 
larly interfered in this matter, whose presence and 
power he reverenced in the person of Jesus. But as 
he felt himself a sinner, he was afraid the Divine pu- 
rity of Christ could not possibly endure him; therefore 
he wished for a separation from that power, which he 
was afraid might break forth and consume him. It 
seems to have been a received maxim among the Jews, 
that whoever had seen a particular manifestation of 
God should speedily die. Hence Jacob seemed as- 
tonished that his life should have been preserved, when 
he had seen God face to face, Gen. xxxii. 30. So 
the nobles of Israel saw God, and yet did eat and 
drink; for on them he had laid not his hand, i. e. to 
destroy them, though it appears to have been expected 
by them, in consequence of this discovery which he 
made of himself. See Exod. xxiv. 10, 11, and the 
notes there. This supposition of the Jews seems to 
have been founded on the authority of God himself, 
Exod. xxxiii. 20: There shall no man sEE my FACE 
and u1vE. So Moses, Deut. v. 26: Who is there of 
all flesh that hath heard the voice of the living God, 
speaking out of the midst of the fire as we have, and 
Ltivep? So Gideon expected to be immediately slain, 
because he had seen an angel of the Lord, and a mi- 
racle performed by him. See Judges vi. 21-23. So 
likewise Manoah and his wife, Judges xiii. 22: We 
shall surely pir, for we have semen Gop. ‘These dif- 
ferent passages sufficiently show in what sense these 
words of Peter are to be understood. 

Verse 10. Thou shalt catch men.| AvOpwrove eon 
Caypov, Thou shalt catch men alive ; this is the proper 
signification of the word. Fear not: these discoveries 
of God tend to life, not to death; and ye shall be- 
come the instruments of life and salvation to a lost 
world. These fish are taken to be killed and fed on; 
but those who are converted under your ministry shall 

Vou. I. ( 268 ) 


CHAP. -V: 


| be preserved unto eternal life. 


was full of the leprosy. 


sought him, saying, Lord, if thou Aik 


wilt, thou canst make me clean. An. Olymp. 
13 And he put forth his hand, eras 
and touched him, saying, I will: be thou 


clean. And immediately the leprosy departed 
from him. 

14 ‘And he charged him to tell no man: 
but go and show thyself to the priest, and 
offer for thy cleansing, * according as Moses 
commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

15 But so much the more went there a fame 
abroad of him: !and great multitudes came 
together to hear, and to be healed by him of 
their infirmities. 

16 4 ™And he withdrew himself into the 
wilderness, and prayed. 


i Matthew viii. 4. ——* Lev. xiv. 4, 10, 21, 22, Matthew 
iv. 25; Mark i. 7; John vi. pees Matt. xiv. 23; Mark 
vi. 46. 


See on Matt. iv. 18, 
&c., where this subject is considered more at large. 

Verse 11. They forsook all, and followed him.] 
God expects this from every person, and especially 
from those in whose hearts, or in whose behalf, he has 
wrought a miracle of grace or of providence. Jesus 
intended to call Peter, James, and John, to become his* 
disciples; and that they might see the propriety and 
importance of the call, he— 

1st. ‘Teacues in their presence, that they may know 
his doctrine. 

2dly. He worxs a mirac.e before their eyes, that 
they might see and be convinced of his pewer. 

3dly. He caus them to go forth with this doctrine, 
and through this power, that they might teach the ig- 
norant, and be successful in their work. 

Verse 12. A certain city] This was some city of 
Galilee ; probably Chorazin or Bethsacda. 

A man full of leprosy] See this disease, and the 
cure, largely explained on Matt. vill. 2-4; and see it 
particularly applied to the use of public preaching, 
Mark i. 40, &c. See also the notes on Lev. xiii. 
and Xiyv. 

Verse 14. And offer for thy cleansing] A Hindoo, 
after recovering from sickness, presents the offerings 
he had vowed when in distress, as a goat, sweetmeats, 
milk, or any thing directed by the Shaster. All na- 
tions agreed in these gratitude-offerings for benefits 
received from the object of their worship. 

Verse 16. And he withdrew himself into the wil~ 
derness| Or rather, He frequently withdrew into the 
desert. This I believe to be the import of the original 
words, nv troyopov. He made it a frequent custom 
to withdraw from the multitudes for a time, and pray, 
teaching hereby the ministers of the Gospel that they 
are to receive fresh supplies of light and power from 
God by prayer, that they may be the more successful 
in their work; and that they ought to seek frequent 
opportunities of being in private with God and their 
books. Aman can give nothing unless he first receive 
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Christ heals a 


A. M. 4031. 
4B. 27 17 § And it came to pass on a 


An. Olymp. certain day, as he was teaching, 


that there were Pharisees and doc- 
tors of the law sitting by, which were come 
out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and 
Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was 
present to heal them. 

18 = And, behold, men brought in a bed, a 
man which was taken with a palsy + and they 
sought means to bring him in, and to lay hum 
before him. 

19 And when they could not find by what 
way they might bring him in because of the 
multitude, they went upon the housetop, and 
let him down through the tiling with his couch, 
into the midst before Jesus. 

20 And when he saw their faith, he said 
unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. 

21 ° And the scribes and the Pharisees be- 
gan to reason, saying, Who is this which speak- 
eth blasphemies ? ? Who can forgive sins, but 
God alone ? 

22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, 


n Matt. ix. 2; Mark i1. 3—® Matt. ix.3; Mark ii. 6, 7——P Psa. 
xxxli. 5; Isa. xliii. 25. 


ST. LUKE. 


paralytic person 
A. M. 4031 
them, “4°D. 27. 


he answering said unto 
An. Olymp 
CCL.3. 


What reason ye in your hearts ? 

23 Whether is easier, to say, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee ; or to say, Rise up 
and walk ? 

24 But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, 
(he said unto the sick of the palsy) I say unto 
thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go 
unto thine house. 

25 And immediately he rose up before them, 
and took up that whereon he lay, and departed 
to his own house, glorifying God. 

26 And they were all amazed, and they glo- 
rified God, and were filled with fear, saying, 
We have seen strange things to-day. 

27 9 « And after these things he went forth, 
and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the 
receipt of custom: and he said unto him, Fol- 
low me. 

28 And he left all, rose up, and followed 
him. 

29 9 * And Levi made him a great feast in 


4 Matthew ix. 9; Mark ii, 13, 14—— Matthew ix. 10; Mark 
ii. 15. 


it; and no man can be successful in the ministry who 
does not constantly depend upon God, for the excel- 
lence of the power is all from him. Why is there so 
much preaching, and so little good done t Is it not be- 
cause the preachers mza too much with the world, keep 
too long in the crowd, and are so seldom in private 
with God? Reader! Art thou a herald for the Lord 
of hosts? Make full proof of thy ministry! Let it 
never be said of thee, ‘ He forsook all to follow Christ, 
and to preach his Gospel, but there was little or no 
fruit of his labour ; for he ceased to be a man of prayer, 
and got into the spit of the world.” Alas! alas! is 
this luminous star, that was once /eld in the right 
hand of Jesus, fallen from the firmament of heaven, 
down to the EarTH ! 

Verse 17. On a certain day] This was when he 
was at Capernaum. See Mark ii. 1. 

The power of the Lord] Avvayuic Kvpcovr—The 
mighty or miraculous power of the Lord, i. e. of Jesus, 
was there to heal them—as many as were diseased 
either in body or soul. Where the teaching of Christ 
is, there also is the power of Christ to redeem and save. 

Verse 18. A man—taken with a palsy] See this 
case described on Matt. ix. 1, &c., and Mark ii. 1, &c. 

Verse 19. Went upon the housetop| See on Matt. 
woah, Alf: 

Verse 21. Who can forgive sins, but God alone 2] 
If Jesus were not God, he could not forgive sins; and 
his arrogating this authority would have been blas- 
phemy against God, in the most proper sense of the 
word. That these scribes and Pharisees might have 
ne fullest proof of his Godhead, he works in their pre- 
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sence three miracles, which from their nature could 
only be effected by an omniscient and omnipotent 
Being. The miracles are: 1. The remission of the 
poor man’s sins. 2. The discernment of the secret 
thoughts of the scribes. 3. The restoration of the 
paralytic in an instant to perfect soundness. See on 
Matt. ix. 5, 6. 

Verse 26. Strange things] Tapadofa, paradoxes. 
A paradox is something that appears false and absurd, 
but is not really so: or, something contrary to the 
commonly received opimon. We have seen wonders 
wrought which seem impossible ; and we should con- 
clude them to be tricks and illusions, were it not for 
the indisputable evidence we have of their reality. 

Verse 27. Levi] See on Matt. ix. 9; Mark ii. 14. 

Verse 28. And he left all] Katadinw»—completely 
abandoning his office, and every thing connected with 
it. He who wishes to preach the Gospel, like the dis- 
ciples of Christ, must have no earthly entanglement. 
If he have, his whole labour will be marred by it. The 
concerns of his own soul, and those of the multitudes 
to whom he preaches, are sufficient to engross all his 
attention, and to employ all his powers. 

Verse 29. A great feast] Aoynv peyadnv, A splendid 
entertainment. ‘The word refers more properly to the 
number of the guests, and the manner in which they 
were received, than to the quality or quantity of the 
fare. A great number of his friends and acquaintance 
was collected on the occasion, that they might be con- 
vinced of the propriety of the change he had made, 
when they had the opportunity of seeing and hear- 
ing his heayenly teacher. 

(T26e ) 


sense. 


The question about fasting 
oe his own house: and ‘there was a 


An.Glymp. great company of publicans and of 
others that sat down with them. 

30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmur- 
ed against his disciples, saying, Why do ye 
eat and drink with publicans and sinners ? 

31 And Jesus answering said unto them, 
They that are whole need not a physician ; 
but they that are sick. 

32 ‘I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. 

33 4 And they said unto him, * Why do the 
disciples of John fast often, and.make prayers, 
and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees ; 
but thine eat and drink ? 

34 And he said unto them, Can ye make 
the children of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is with them ? 


8 Chap. xv. 1— Matt. ix. 13; 1 Tim. i. 15. 4 Matt. 


Verse 30. Why do ye eat and drink, &c.] See 
what passed at this entertainment considered at large 
on Matt. ix. 10-17; Mark ii. 15-22. 

Verse 37. The new wine will burst the hottles] 
These old bottles would not be able to stand the fer- 
mentation of the new wine, as the old sewing would 
be apt to give way. It is scarcely necessary to re- 
mark, that the eastern bottles are made of skins; 
generally those of goats. 

Verse 39. The old is better.| Xpnsorepoc—Is more 
agreeable to the taste or palate. Herodotus, the scho- 
liast on Aristophanes, and Homer, use the word in this 
See Raphelius. The old wine, among the 
rabbins, was the wine of three leaves; that is, wine 
three years old; because, from the time that the vine 
had produced that wine, it had put forth its leaves 
three times. See Lightfoot. 


1. Tue miraculous draught of fishes—the cleansing 
of the leper—the healing of the paralytic person—the 
calling of Levi—and the parable of the old and new 
bottles, and the old and new wine—all related in this 
chapter, make it not only very entertaining, but highly 


CHAP. VI. 


answered by a parable. 


35 But the days will come, when 4.,M, 4031. 
the bridegroom shall be taken away An. Olymp. 
from them, and then shall they fast oe 
in those days. 

36 4° And he spake also'a parable unto 
them: No man putteth a piece of a new gar- 
ment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the 
new maketh a rent, and the piece that was ta- 
ken out of the new agreeth not with the old. 

37 And.no man putteth new wine into old 
bottles ; else the new wine will burst the bot 
tles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall pe 
rish. 

38 But new wine must be put into new bot 
tles ; and both are preserved. 
39 No man also having drunk old wene, 
straightway desireth new: for he saith, The 

old is better. 


ix. 14; Mark ii. 18. 


Vv Matt. ix. 16, 17; Mark ii. 21, 22. 


instructive. There are few chapters in the New Tes- 
tament from which a preacher of the Gospel can de- 
rive more lessons of instruction; and the reader would 
naturally expect a more particular explanation of its 
several parts, had not this been anticipated in the notes 
and observations on Matt. ix., to which chapter it will 
be well to refer. 


2. The conduct as well as the preaching of our 
Lord is highly edifying. His manner of teaching made 
every thing he spoke interesting and impressive. He 
had many prejudices to remove, and he used admirable 
address in order to meet and take them out of the 
way. ‘There is as much to be observed in the manner 
of speaking the truth, as in the ¢ruth itself, in order to 
make it effectual to the salvation of them who hear it. 
A harsh, unfeeling method of preaching the promises 
of the Gospel, and a smiling manner of producing the 
terrors of the Lord, are equally reprehensible. Some 
preachers are always severe and magisterial: others 
are always mild and insinuating: neither of these can 
do God’s work ; and it would take two such to make 
one PREACHER. o 


CHAPTER. VI. 


The disciples pluck and eat the ears of corn on the Sabbath day, and the Pharisees find fault, 1, 2. 
He heals the man with the withered hand, 6-11. He goes 


Lord shows the true use of the Sabbath, 3-5. 


into a mountain to pray, and calls twelve disciples, 12-16. 
Pronounces four blessings, 20-23, and four woes, 24-26. 
enemies, being patient, gentle, kind, grateful, and merciful, 27-36. 
The parable of the blind leading the blind, 39. 


charity recommended, 37, 38. 
eye, 40-42. 


Of the good and corrupt tree, 43, 44. 


Our 


Multitudes are instructed and healed, 17-19. 

Gives various instructions about loving our 
Harsh judgments censured, and 
Of the mote in a brother’s 


The good and evil treasure of the heart, 45. The 


parable of the two houses, one builded on the rock, and the other on the sand, 46-49. 


1 
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The disc.ples pluck and eat 


Agana, ND “it came to pass on the se- 
An, Olymp cond Sabbath after the first, that 


he went through the corn fields ; 
and his disciples » plucked the ears of corn, 
and did eat, rubbing them im their hands. 


a Matt. xii. 1; Mark ii. 23.——» Lev. xxii. 7, 8; 


NOTES ON CHAP. VI. 

Verse 1. On the second Sabbath after the first] Ev 
caBBatw devreporpot», In the first Sabbath after the 
second. What does this mean? In answering this 
question, commentators are greatly divided. Dr. 
Whitby speaks thus: “ After the first day of the 
passover, (which was a Sabbath, Exod. xii. 16,) ye 


shall count unto you seven Sabbaths complete, Lev. 


XXili. 15, reckoning that day for the first of the first 
week, which was therefore called devrepozpatoy, the 
first Sabbath from the second day of unleavened bread ; 
(the 16th of the month;) the second was called 
devtepodevtepov, the second Sabbath from that day ; 
and the third, devrepotpitor, the third Sabbath from the 
second day; and so on, till they came to the seventh 
Sabbath from that day, i. e. to the 49th day, which 
was the day of pentecost. 'The mention of the seven 
Sabbaths, to be numbered with relation to this second 
day, answers all that Gotius objects against this ex- 
position.” Wurrsy’s Notes. 

By this Sabbath seems meant that which imme- 
diately followed the two great feasts, the first and last 
day of the passover, and was therefore the second 
after the proper passover day. ‘The words im the 
Greek seem to signify, the second first Sabbath ; and, 
in the opinion of some, the Jews had three first Sab- 
baths: viz. the first Sabbath after the passover ; that 
after the feast of pentecost ; and that after the feast of 
tabernacles. According to which opinion, this second 
first Sabbath must have been the first Sabbath after 
the pentecost. So we have the first Sunday after 
Epiphany ; the first after Easter; the first after Tri- 
nity; and the first in Lent. Bp. Prearcn. 

This was the next day after the passover, the day 
in which they were forbidden to labour, Lev. xxiii. 6, 
and for this reason was termed Sabbath, Ley. xxiii. 
15; but here it is marked by the name, second first 
Sabbath, because, being the day after the passover, it 
was in this respect the second; and it was also the 
first, because it was the first day of unleavened bread, 
Exod. xii. 15, 16. Martin. 

I think, with many commentators, that this transac- 
tion happened on the first Sabbath of the month 
Nisan; that is, after the second day of the feast of 
unleavened bread. We may weil suppose that our 
Lord and his disciples were on their way from Jeru- 
salem to Galilee, after having kept the passover. Bp. 
Newcomen. 

The Vulgar Latin renders devtepotpwrov, secundo- 
primum, which is literal and right. We translate it, 
the second Sabbath after the first, which is directly 
wrong ; for it should have been the first Sabbath after 
the second day of the passover. On the 14th of 
Nisan, the passover was killed; the next day (the 
15th) was the first day of the feast of unleavened 
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corn on the Sabbah day 


2 And certain of the Pharisees said sane ge 


unto them, Why do ye that ° which An. Olymp. 
is not lawful to do on the Sabbath ————_ 
days? 

3 And Jesus answering them said, Have ye 


Deut. xxiii. 25; John xix. 31. € Exod. xx. 10. 


bread; the day following (the 16th) the wave sheaf 
was offered, pursuant to the law, on the morrow after 
the Sabbath: Lev. xxiii. 11. The Sabdath, here, is 
not the seventh day of the week, but the first day of 
the feast of unleavened bread, let it fall on what day of 
the week it would. That andthe seventh day of that 
feast were holy convocations, and therefore are here 
called Sabbaths. The morrow, therefore, after the 
Sabbath, i. e. after the 16th day of Nisan, was the 
day in which the wave sheaf was offered; and after 


| that seven Sabbaths were counted, and fifty days com- 


pleted, and the fiftieth day inclusively was the day of 
pentecost. Now these Sabbaths, between the passover 
and pentecost, were called the first, second, gc., Sab 
baths after the second day of the feast of unleavened 
bread. This Sabbath, then, on which the disciples 
plucked the ears of corn, was the first Sabbath after 
that second day. Dr. Lightfoot, has demonstrably 
proved this to be the meaning of this ca@@arov.devTe- 
poxpwtoyv, (Hor. Hebraic. in locum,) and from him F. 
Lamy and Dr. Whitby have so explained it. This 
Sabbath could not fall before the passover, because, till 
the second day of that feast, no Jew might eat erther 
bread or parched corn, or green ears, (Lev. xxill. 14.) 
Tad the disciples then gathered these ears of corn on 
any Sabbath before the passover, they would have 
broken two laws instead of one: and for the breach of 
these two laws they would infallibly have been accused ; 
whereas now they broke only one, (plucking the ears 
of standing corn with one’s hand, being expressly 
allowed in the law, Deut. xxii. 25,) which was that 
of the Sabbath. They took a liberty which the law 
gave them upon any other day; and our Lord vindi- 
cated them in what they did now, in the manner we 
see. Nor can this fact be laid after pentecost; be- 
cause then the harvest was fully in. Within that in- 
terval, therefore, this Sabbath happened ; and this is a 
plain determination of the time, according to the 
Jewish ways of reckoning, founded upon the text of 
Moses’s law itself. Dr. Worron’s Miscellaneous 
Discourses, &c., vol. i. p. 269. 

The word devrepoxpwrte, the second first, is omitted 
by BL, four others, Syriac, later Aradic, all the Per- 
sic, Coptic, ALthiopic, and three of the Itala. <A note 
in the margin of the later Syriac says, This is not mm 
all copies. 'The above MSS. read the verse thus: J¢ 
came to pass, that he walked through the corn fields 
on a Sabbath day. I suppose they omitted the above 
word, because they found it difficult to fix the mean- 
ing, which has been too much the ease in other 
instances. 

Verse 2. Which is not lawful] See on Matt. xii. 
2-8. 

Verse 3. What David did] See on Mark ii. 
26, 27. 

1 


The man with the 
is ty not read so much as this, 4 what 


Ane Chomp. David did, when himself was a 
hungered, and they which were 


with him ; 

4 How he went into the house of God, and 
did take and eat the show-bread, and gave 
also to them that were with him; ° which it 
is not lawful to eat, but for the priests alone ? 

5 And he said unto them, That the Son of 
man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 

6 J ‘And it came to pass also on another 
Sabbath, that he entered into the synagogue 
and taught ; and there was a man whose right 
hand was withered. 

7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched 
him, whether he would heal on the Sabbath 
day ; that they might find an accusation against 
him. 


&] Sam. xxi. 6. © Ley. xxiv. 9—f Matt. xii. 9; Mark iii. 1; 


CHAP. VI. 


withered hand healed. 


enBathe ; A. M. 4031. 
ut he knew their thoughts, and anes 


said to the man which had the wither- An. Olymp. 
ed hand, Rise up, and stand forth in _ 
the midst. And he arose and stood forth. 

9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you 
one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath days 
to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to 
destroy it ? 

10 And looking round about upon them all, 
he said unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. 
And he did so: and his hand was restored 
whole as the other. 

11 And they were filled with madness , and 
communed one with another, what they might 
do to Jesus. 

12 9 & And it came to pass in those days, 
that he went out into a mountain to pray ; and 
continued all night in prayer to God. 


see chap. xiii. 14; xiv. 3; John ix. 16——gs Matthew xiv. 23 


Verse 4. After this verse, the Codex Beze and two 
ancient MSS. quoted by Wechel, have the following 
extraordinary addition: Ty avry quepa Seacapevog tia 
epyagouevoy Tw oaBBatw, ertev avTw, AvOpwre, et pev 
owdag TL TolEele faKapioc et: Et Se fen olWag extKaTaparoc, 
Kat TapaBaryc EL Tov vouov. On the same day, seeing 
one working on the Sabbath, he said unto him, Man, 
if indeed thou knowest what thow dost, blessed art 
thou; but if thou knowest not, thow art cursed, and 
art a transgressor of the law. Whence this strange 
addition proceeded, it is hard to tell. The meaning 
seems to be this: If thou now workest on the Jewish 
Sabbath, from a conviction that that Sabbath is abo- 
lished, and a new one instituted in its place, then 
happy art thou, for thou hast got Divine instruction in 
the nature ef the Messiah’s kingdom ; but if thou doest 
this through a contempt for the law of God, then thou 
art accursed, forasmuch as thou art a trangressor of 
the law. The J¢fala version of the Codex Beze, for 
mapaBatyc, transgressor, has this semi-barbaric word, 
trabaricator. 

Verse 6. Whose right hand was withered.) See on 
Matt. xii. 10, &c. The critic who says that Sypuv 
yeypa signifies a luxated arm, and that the stretching 
it out restored the bone to its proper place, without 
the intervention of a miracle, deserves no serious refu- 
tation. See on ver. 10. 

Verse 7. Watched him] Uapernpovy avtov, They 
maliciously watched him. This is the import of the 
word, chap. xiv. 1; xx. 20, and in the parallel place, 
Mark iii. 2. See Raphelius on the last-quoted text, 
who has proved, by several quotations, that this is the 
proper meaning of the term. 

An accusation against him.| Instead of katnyopiav 
avtov, his accusation, several eminent MSS. and ver- 
sions add xara, against, which I find our translators 
have adopted. 

Verse 9. Iwill ask you one thing] I will put a 
question to you. See on Mark iii. 4, 5. 

1 


Verse 10. Whole as the other.| Many MSS., both 
here and in the parallel place, Mark iii. 5, omit the 
word byinc, whole. Griesbach leaves it out of the text 
The hand was restored as the other. But had it only 
been a luxated joint, even allowing, with a German 
critic, that the bone regained its place by the effort 
made to stretch out the arm, without the intervention 
of a miracle, it would have required several weeks to 
restore the muscles and ligaments to their wonted tone 
and strength. Why all this learned labour to leave 
God out of the question ? 

Verse 11. They were filled with madness] Pride, 
obstinacy, and interest, combined together, are capable 
of any thing. When men have once framed their 
conscience according to their passions, madness passes 
for zeal, the blackest conspiracies for pious designs, 
and the most horrid attempts for heroic actions. 
QumEsSNEL. 

Verse 12. In prayer to God.| Oy, in the prayer of 
God: or, in the oratory of God, ev ty xpocevyy Tov 
Ocov. So this passage is translated by many critics ; 
for which Dr. Whitby gives the following reasons : 
As the mountain of God, Exod. iii. 1; iv. 27; the 
bread of God, Lev. xxi. 17; the lamp of God, 1 Sam. 
ili. 3; the vessels of God, 1 Chron. xxii. 19; the 
altar of God, Psa. xliii. 4; the sacrifices of God, 
Psa. li. 17; the gifts of God, Luke xxi. 4; the m- 
nisters of God, 2 Cor. vi. 4; the tabernacle of God, 
2 Chron. i. 3; the temple of God, Matt. xxi. 12; the 
synagogues of God, Psa. Ixxiv. 8 ; are all things con- 
secrated or appropriated to God's service ; so tpocevyn 
rov Qcvv must, in all reason, be a house of prayer to 
God # whence it is called roroc mpocevync, a place of 
prayer, 1 Mace. iii. 46; and so the word is certainly 
used Acts xvi. 13; and by Pailo, in his oration 
against Flaccus, where he complains that ai tpocevyat, 
their houses for prayer were pulled down, and there 
was no place left in which they might worship God, 
| or pray for Cesar; and by Josephus, who says the 
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Jesus chooses twelve disciples. 


A.M. 4031. 
M4031, 13 And when it was day, he called 


An. Olymp. unto him his disciples; *and of 

CCI3. them he chose twelve, whom also 
he named apostles : 

14 Simon (‘whom he also named Peter,) 
and Andrew his brother, James and John, Phi- 
lip and Bartholomew, 

15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son 
of Alpheus, and Simon called Zelotes, 

16 And Judas * the brother of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor. 

17 % And he came down with them, and 
stood in the plain, and the company of his dis- 


b Matt. x. 1—iJohn i. 42. k Jude 1— Matt. iv. 
Mark iii. 7. 
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multitude was gathered exe tyv mpocevynv, into the 
house of prayer: and so Juvenal, Sat. ili. v. 296, 
speaks to the mendicant Jew :— 


Ede ubi consistas ; in qua te quero proseucha? 
In what house of prayer may I find thee begging? 


See on Acts xvi. 13. But on this it may be observed, 
that as the mountains of God, the wind of God, the 
hail of God, the trees of God, &c., mean very high 
mountains, a very strong wind, great and terrible hail, 
very tall trees, &c., so mpocevyn Tov Oeov, here, may 
be very properly translated the prayer of God ; i. e. 
very fervent and earnest prayer; and though dravuc- 
Tepevov may signify, to lodge in a place for a mght, 
yet there are various places in the best Greek writers 
in which it is used, not to signify a place, but to pass 
the night in a particular state. So Appian, Bell. Pun. 
Ev rovc drAowe Stevurtepsvce we aravtov—He passed 
the night under arms with them all. Idem, Bell. Civ. 
lib. v. dvevverepevov—They passed the mght without 
food, without any regard to the body, and in the want 
of all things. See more examples in Aypke, who 
concludes by translating the passage thus: He passed 
the mght without sleep in prayers to God. Some of 
the Jews imagine that God himself prays; and this is 
one of his petitions : Let it be my good pleasure, that 
my mercy overcome my wrath. See more in Lightfoot. 

Verse 13. He chose twelve] Exdefayevoc am’ avtor, 
He chose twelve our of them. Our Lord at this time 
had several disciples, persons who were converted to 
God under his ministry ; and, owt of these converts, he 
chose twelve, whom he appointed to the work of the 
ministry ; and called them apostles, i. e. persons sent 
or commissioned by himself, to preach that Gospel to 
others by which they had themselves been saved. 
These were favoured with extraordinary success: 1. 
Because they were brought to the knowledge of God 
themselves. 2. Because they received their commis- 
sion from the great Head of the Church. And 3. Be- 
cause, as he had sent them, he continued to accompany 
their preaching with the power of his Spirit. These 
three things always unite in the character of a genuine 
avostle. See on Matt. x. 1-4. 

Verse 15. Called Zelotes] Some Jews gave this 
name to themselves, according to Josephus, (War, b 
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He preaches to the multetudes. 


ciples, land a great multitude of eo 


people out of all Judea and Jerusa- An, Olymp. 
lem, and from the sea coast of : 
Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and 
to be healed of their diseases ; 

18 And they that were vexed with unclean 
spirits; and they were healed. 

19 And the whole multitude ™ sought to 
touch him; for ™ there went virtue out of him 
and healed them all. 

20 4 And he lifted up his eyes on his disci- 
ples, and said, ° Blessed be ye poor ; for yours 
is the kingdom of God. 


» Mark v. 30; chap. viii. 46. 
3'5/ x0. 5s) Jamesia 5: 


m Matt. xiv. 36. © Matt. v. 


iv. c. ili. s. 9, and vil. c. viii. s. 1,) “because they 
pretended to be more than ordinarily zealous for reli- 
gion, and yet practised the very worst of actions.” 
“‘ But this (says the judicious Bp. Pearce) Josephus 
says of the zealots, at the time when Vespasian was 
marching towards Jerusalem. They probably were 
men of a different character above forty years before ; 
which was the time when Jesus chose his twelve apos- 
tles, one of whom had the surname of the Zealot.” It 
is very probable that this name was first given to cer- 
tain persons who were more zealous for the cause of 
pure and undefiled religion than the rest of their neigh- 
bours ; but like many other sects and parties who have 
begun well, they transferred their zeal for the essen- 
tials of religion to nonessential things, and from these 
to inquisitorial cruelty and murder. See on Matt. 
x. 4. 

Verse 17. And stood in the plain] In Matt. v. 1, 
which is supposed to be the parallel place, our Lord 
is represented as delivering this sermon on the moun- 
tain; and this has induced some to think that the ser- 
mon mentioned here by Luke, though the same in sub- 
stance with that in Matthew, was delivered in a differ- 
ent place, and at another time; but, as Dr. Priestly 
justly observes, Matthew’s saying that Jesus was sat 
down after he had gone up to the mountain, and Luke’s 
saying that he stood on the plain when he healed the 
sick, before the discourse, are no inconsistencies. The 
whole picture is striking. Jesus ascends a mountain, 
employs the night in prayer; and, having thus solemnly 
invoked the Divine blessing, authoritatively separates 
the twelve apostles from the mass of his disciples. He 
then descends, and heals in the plain all the diseased 
among a great multitude, collected from various parts 
by the fame of his miraculous power. Having thus 
created attention, he likewise satisfies the desire of the 
people to hear his doctrine ; and retiring first to the 
mountain whence he came, that his attentive hearers 
might follow him and might better arrange themselves 
before him—vSacro digna silentio mirantur omnes 
dicere. Horace. All admire his excellent sayings 
with sacred silence. See Bishop Newcome’s notes on 
his Harmony of the Gospels, p. 19. 

Verse 20. Blessed be ye poor] See the sermon on 
the mount paraphrased and explained, Matt. v., Vi., Vii. 
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A, M4031. 21 ? Blessed are ye that hunger 


ae oe now ; for ye shall be filled. 4 Bless- 
—— ed are ye that weep now; for ye 
shall laugh. 

22 * Blessed are ye when men shall hate 
you, and when they * shall separate you from 
their company, and shall reproach you, and 
cast out your name as evil, for the Son of 
man’s sake. 

23 * Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: 
for, behold, your reward zs great in heaven: 
for “in like manner did their fathers unto the 
prophets. 

24 ¥ But wo unto you “that are rich! for 
x ye have received your consolation. 

25 » Wo unto you that are full! for ye shall 


CHAP. VI. 


to the multitudes 


4 A. M. 4031 
hunger. * Wo unto you that laugh tor, 


now! for ye shall mourn and An. Olym;. 
Weep! CCL 3. 

26 * Wo unto you, when all men shall speak 
well of you! for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets. 

27 4 ° But I say unto you which hear, Love 
your enemies, do good to them which hate 
you. 

28 Bless them that curse you, and ° pray 
for them which despitefully use you. 

29 ¢ And unto him that smiteth thee on the 
one cheek offer also the other; * and him that 
taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy 
coat also. 

30 ‘Give to every man that asketh of thee; 


PIsa. lv. 1; lxv. 13; Matt.v. 6: d{sa. lxi. 3; Matt. v. 4. 
© Matt. v.11; 1 Pet. ii. 19; ili. 14; iv. 14——sJohn xvi. 2. 


t Matt. v. 12; Acts v. 41; Col. i. 24; James i. 2. 4 Acts vil. 
51. VY Amos vi. 1; Ecclus. xxxi. 8; James v. 1. w Chap. 
xii. 21. x Matt. vi. 2, 5,16; chap. xvi. 25. 


Verse 22. They shall separate you) Meaning, They 
will excommunicate you, adopiowa tuac, or separate 
you from their communion. Luke having spoken of 
their separating or excommunicating them, continues 
the same idea, in saying that they would cast out their 
name likewise, as a thing evil in itself. By your name is 
meant their name as his disciples. As such, they were 
sometimes called Nazerenes, and sometimes Chris- 
tians ; and both these names were matter of reproach 
in the mouths of their enemies. So James (ii. 7) 
says to the converts, Do they not blaspheme that 
soorthy name by which ye are called? So when St. 
Paul (in Acts xxiv. 5) is called a ringleader of the 
sect of the Nazarenes, the character of a pestilent fel- 
Zow, and, that of a mover of sedition, is joined to it; 
and, in Acts xxviii. 22, the Jews say to Paul, As 
concerning this sect, we know that every where it is 
spoken against ; and this is implied in 1 Pet. iv. 14, 
when he says, If ye be reproached for the Name of 
Christ, i. e. as Christians ; agreeably to what follows 
there in ver. 16, If any man suffer as a Christian, 
&c. In after times we find Pliny, Epist. x. 97, con- 
sulting the Emperor Trajan, whether or no he should 
PUNISH the NAME ITSELF, (of Christian,) though no 
evil should be found in it. Nomen Ipsum, etiam st 
flagitiis careat, puniaTuR. See Pwrarce. 

Verse 23. Did—zunito the prophets.) See 1 Kings 
xviii. 4; xix. 20; 2 Chron. xxiv. 21; xxxvi. 16; 
Neh. ix. 26. 

Verses 24, 25,26. But wo unto you that are rich!) 
The Pharisees, who were laden with the spoils of the 
people which they received in gifts, &c. These three 
verses are not found in the sermon, as recorded by 
Matthew. They seem to be spoken chiefly to the 
scribes and Pharisees, who, in order to be pleasing to 
all, spoke to every one what he liked best; and by 
finesse, flattery, and lies, found out the method of 
gaining and keeping the good opinion of the multitude. 

Verse 29. Thy cleak—thy coat] In Matt. v. 40, 
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_ ¥Isa. Ixv. 13. z Prov. xiv. 13. @ John xv. 19; 1 John 
iv. 5.—— Exod. xxiii. 4; Prov. xxv. 2; Matt. v. 44; ver. 35; 


Rom. xii. 20.— Chap. xxiii. 34; Acts vii. 60.4 Matt. v. 
39. ©] Cor. vi 7 f Deut. xv. 7, 8,10; Prov. xxi. 26; 
Matt. v. 42. 


I have said that coat, ytwva, signifies under garment, 
or strait coat; and CLOAK, iwatiov, means upper gar- 
ment, or great coat. This interpretation is confirmed 
by the following observations of Bishop Pearce. The 
XiTwv Was a tunica, or vestcoat, over which the Jews 
and other nations threw an outer coat, or gown, called 
a cloak, Matt. v. 40, (which is meant by (uarvoy,) 
when they went abroad, or were not at work. Hence 
the common people at Rome, who did not usually 
wear, or had no right to wear, the toga, are called by 
Horace tunicatus popellus, Epist. i. 7, 65. This 
account of the difference between the y:rwv and the 
iwarcov appears plainly from what Maximus Tyrius 
says, The inner garment which 1s over the body they 
call yitwvicxov, and the outer one the imatiov. And 
so Plutarch, (in Nupr. p. 139, ed. Fran. 1620,) 
speaking of a man who felt the heat of the sun too 
much for him, says that he put off, tov yiTwva, Tw 
iuatww, his vestcoat also with his cloak. 

Verse-30. Ask them not again.] Or, Do not beg 
them off. This probably refers to the way in which 
the tax-gatherers and Roman soldiers used to spoil the 
people.. “ When such harpies as these come upon 
your goods, suffer the injury quietly, leaving yourselves 
in the hand of God, rather than attempt even to beg 
off what belongs to you, lest on their part they be 
provoked to seize or spoil more, and lest you be irri- 
tated to sue them at law, which is totally opposite to 
the spirit and letter of the Gospel; or to speak bad 
words, or indulge wrong tempers, which would wound 
the spirit of love and mercy.” Of such as these, and 
of all merciless creditors, who even sell the tools and 
bed of a poor man, it may be very truly said :— 


Tristuus haud illis monstrum, nec sevior ulla 
Pestis et ira detm Stygiis sese extulit undis.— 
Diripiunt dapes, contactuque omnia fedant 
Immundo. 


Virc. Aen. iii. ver. 214, 
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A.M. 4031. “and of him that taketh away thy | also lend to sinners to receiveas “4° 57 

yr area goods ask them not again. much again. ane? 


31 ¢ And as ye would that men 

should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 

32 »For if ye love them which love you, 

what thank have ye? for sinners also love 
those that love them. 

33 And if ye do good to them which do 
good to you, what thank have ye? for sin- 
ners also do even the same. 

34 i And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope 
to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners 


h Matt. v. 46.——1 Matt. 


& Tob. iv. 15; Matt. vii. 12. 
v.'42. 


‘‘ Monsters more fierce offended Heaven ne’er sent 
From hell’s abyss, for human punishment.— 
They snatch the meat, defiling all they find.” 

Drypen. 


However, it is probable that what is here spoken 
relates to requiring a thing speedily that had been lent, 
while the reason for borrowing it still continues. In 
Ecclus. xx. 15, it is a part of the character of a very 
bad man, that to-day he lendeth, and to-morrow will 
he ask it again. From the 27th to the 30th verse 
our blessed Lord gives us directions how to treat our 
enemies. 1. Wish them well. 2. Do them good. 
3. Speak as well of them as possible. 4. Be an in- 
strument of procuring them good from others: use 
your influence in their behalf. 5. Suffer patiently 
from them contempt and ill treatment. 6. Give up 
your goods rather than lose your meekness and charity 
towards them. ‘The retaliation of those who hearken 
not to their own passion, but to Christ, consists in do- 
ing more good than they receive evil. Fiver since our 
blessed Saviour suffered the Jews to take away his 
life, itis by his patience that we must regulate our 
own. Quesnel. 

Verse 32. For sinners also love those that love 
them.] I believe the word dwaprwao is used by St. 
Luke in the same sense in which reAwvar, tax-gather- 
ers, is used by St. Matthew, chap. v. 46, 47, and sig- 
nifies heathens ; not only men who have no religion, 
but men who acknowledge none. The religion of 
Christ not only corrects the errors and reforms the dis- 
orders of the fallen nature of man, but raises it even 
above itself: it brings it near to God; and, by uni- 
versal love, leads it to frame its conduct according to 
that of the Sovereien Being. “A man should tremble 
who finds nothing in his life besides the external part 
of religion, but what may be found in the life of a 
Turk or a heathen.” 'The Gospel of the grace of God 
purifies and renews the heart, causing it to resemble 
that Christ through whom the grace came. See the 
note on chap. vii. 37. 

Verse 34. Of whom ye hope to receive] Or, whom 
ye expect to return it. “ 'To make our neighbour 
purchase, i any way, the assistance which we give 
him, is to profit by his misery ; and, by laying him un- 
der obligations which we expect him in some way or 
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35 But *love ye your enemies, 
and do good, and !lend, hoping for nothing 
again ; and your reward shall be great, and ™ ye 
shall be the children of the Highest: for he 
is kind unto the unthankful and ¢o the evil. 

36 ™Be ye therefore merciful, as your Fa- 
ther also is merciful. 
| 37 ° Judge not, and ye shall not be judged : 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned : 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven : 


k Ver. 27. 


1 Psa. xxxvii. 26; ver. 30.—2® Matt. v. 45. 
n Matt. v. 48. ° Matt. vu. 1. ; 


other to discharge, we increase his wretchedness under 
the pretence of relieving it.” 

Verse 35. Love ye your enemies] This is the most 
sublime precept ever delivered to man: a false religion 
durst not give a precept of this nature, because, with- 
out supernatural influence, it must be for ever imprae- 
ticable. In these words of our blessed Lord we see 
the tenderness, sincerity, extent, disinterestedness, pat- 
tern, and issue of the love of God dwelling in man : 
a religion which has for its foundation the union of God 
and man in the same person, and the death of this 
august being for his enemies ; which consists on earth 
in a reconciliation of the Creator with his creatures, 
and which is to subsist in heaven only in the union of 
the members with the head: could such a religion as 
this ever: tolerate hatred in the soul of man, even to 
his most inveterate foe ? 

Lend, hoping for nothing again] Mndev areAritortec. 
The rabbins say, he who lends without wswry, God 
shall consider him as having observed every precept. 
Bishop Pearce thinks that, instead of wydev, we should 
read pndeva with the Syriac, later Arabic, and later 
Persic; and as aveArufevv signifies to despair, or cause 
to despair, the meaning is, not cutting off the hope (of 
longer life) of any man, neminis spem amputantes, by 
denying him those things which he requests now to 
preserve him from perishing. 

Verse 36. Be ye therefore merciful] Or, compas 
stonate ; otxripwovec, from ovktoc, commiseration, which 
etymologists derive from ecco, to give place, yield, be- 
cause we readily concede those things which are neces- 
sary to them whom we commiserate. As God is ever 
disposed to give all necessary help and support to those 
who are miserable, so his followers, being influenced 
by the same spirit, are easy to be entreated, and are at 
all times ready to contribute to the uttermost of their 
power to relieve or remove the miseries of the distress- 
ed. A merciful or compassionate man easily forgets 
injuries; pardons them without being solicited ; and 
does not permit repeated returns of ingratitude to de- 
ter him from doing good, even to the unthankful and 
the unholy. See on Matt. v. 7. 

Verse 37. Judge not] See on Matt. vii. 1. “ How 
great is the goodness of God, in being so willing to 
put our judgment into our own hands as to engage him 
self not to enter into judgment with us, provided we 
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are 38 P Give, and it shall be given 


AR Qime: unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your 4 bosom. 
For * with the same measure that ye mete 
withal, it shall be measured to you again. 


P Prov. xix. 17. 4 Psa. Ixxix. 12. 
24; James ii. 13. 


T Matt. vii. 2; Mark iv. 
5 Matt. xv. 14. 


do not usurp the right which belongs solely to him in 
reference to others !” 

Condemn not] “ Mercy will ever incline us not to 
condemn those unmercifully whose faults are certain 
and visible ; to lessen, conceal, and excuse them as 
much as we can without prejudice to truth and justice ; 
and to be far from aggravating, divulging, or even de- 
siring them to be punished.” 

Forgive] The mercy and compassion which God re- 
commends extend to the forgiving of all the injuries 
we have received, or can receive. ‘T'o imitate in this 
the mercy of God is not a mere counsel ; since it is 
proposed as a necessary mean, in order to receive 
mercy. What man has to forgive in man is almost 
nothing : man’s debt to God is infinite. And who acts 
in this matter as if he wished to receive mercy at the 
hand of God! The spirit of revenge is equally desti- 
tute of faith and reason. 

Verse 38. Give, and it shall be me Christian 
charity will make no difficulty in giving that which 
eternal truth promises to restore. Let us give, neither 
out of mere human generosity, nor out of vanity, nor 
from interest, but for the sake of God, if we would 
have him place it to account. There is no such thing as 
true unmixed generosity but in God only; because 
there is none but him who receives no advantage from 
his gifts, and because he engages himself to pay these 
debts of his creatures with an excessive interest. So 
great is the goodness of God, that, when he might have 
absolutely commanded us to give to our neighbour, he 
vouchsafes to invite us to this duty by the prospect of 
a reward, and to impute that to us as a desert which 
he has a right to exact of us by the title of his sove- 
reignty over our persons and estates.” 

Men live in such a state of social union as renders 
mutual help necessary ; and, as self-interest, pride, and 
other corrupt passions mingle themselves ordinarily in 
their commerce, they cannot fail of offending one an- 
other. In civil society men must, in order to taste a 
little tranquillity, resolve to bear something from their 
neighbours; they must suffer, pardon, and give up 
many things; without doing which they must live in 
such a state of continual agitation as will render life 
itself insupportable. Without this gavig and forgiv- 
ing spirit there will be nothing in civil society, and 
even in Christian congregations, but divisions, evil 
surmisings, injurious discourses, outrages, anger, ven- 
geance, and, in a word, a total dissolution of the mys- 
tical body of Christ. Thus our interest in both worlds 
calls loudly upon us to Give and to FORGIVE. 

Bosom.| Kodrov, or lap. Almost all ancient nations 
wore long, wide, and loose garments ; and when about 
to carry any thing which their hands could not con- 
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39 And he spake a parable unto 4,M. 4031. 
them, * Can the blind lead the blind? An. Olymp. 
shall they not both fall into the ditch ? 

40 * The disciple is not above his master. 
but every one “that is perfect shall be as his 


master. 


t Matt. x. 24; John xiii. 16; xv. 20. 
his master. ~ 


«Or, shall be perfected as 


tain, they used a fold of their robe in nearly the same 
way as women here use their aprons. The phrase is 
continually occurring in the best and purest Greek 
writers. The following example from Herodotus, b. 
vi., may suffice to show the propriety of the interpre- 
tation given above, and to expose the ridiculous nature 
of covetousness. “‘ When Croesus had promised to 
Alem@on as much gold as he could carry about his 
body at once, in order to improve the king’s liberality 
to the best advantage, he put on a very wide tunic, 
(kiQwva jeyav,) leaving a great space in the Bosom, 
koArov Babvv, and drew on the largest buskins he could 
find. Being conducted to the treasury, he sat down 
on a great heap of gold, and first filled the buskins 
about his legs with as much gold as they could con- 
tain, and, having filled his whole Bosom, KoAov, load- 
ed his hair with ingots, and put several pieces in his 
mouth, he walked out of the treasury, &c.” What a 
ridiculous figure must this poor sinner have cut, thus 
heavy laden with gold, and the love of money! See 
many other examples in Kypke and Raphelius. See 
also Psa..cxxix. 7 ;-Prov. vi..27 ;#xvuee3: 

The same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again.| The same words we find in 
the Jerusalem Targum on Gen. xxxvili. 26. Our 
Lord therefore lays down a maxim which themselves 
allowed. 

Verse 39. Can the blind lead the blind 2| This ap- 
pears to have been a general proverb, and to signify 
that a man cannot teach what he does not understand. 
This is strictly true in spiritual matters. A man who 
is not illuminated from above is utterly incapable of 
judging concerning spiritual things, and wholly unfit to 
be a gurde to others. Is it possible that a person who 
is enveloped with the thickest darkness should dare 
either to judge of the state of others, or attempt to 
lead them in that path of which he is totally ignorant ! 
If he do, must not his judgment be rashness, and his 
teaching folly ’—and does he not endanger his own 
soul, and run the risk of falling into the ditch of perdi- 
tion himself, together with the unhappy objects of his 
religious instruction ? 

Verse 40. Every one that is perfect] Or, thorough- 
ly instructed, katnpttopevog :—from kataprivw, to oe 
just, adapt, kmt together, restore, or put in joint 
The noun is used by the Greek medical writers to sig- 
nify the reducing a luxated or disjointed limb. It 
sometimes signifies to repair or mend, and in this sense 
it is applied to broken nets, Matt. iv. 21; Marki. 19 ; 
but in this place, and in Heb. xiii. 21; 2 Tim. in. 17, 
it means complete instruction and information. Every 
one who is thoroughly instructed in Divine things, 
who has his heart wniled to God, whose disordered 
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41 ¥ And why beholdest thou the 
An. Olymp. mote that is in thy brother’s eye, 
____"__ but perceivest not the beam that is 
in thine own eye ? 

42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, 
Brother, let me pull out the mote that is in 
thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypo- 
crite, “ cast out first the beam out of thine own 
eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull out 
the mote that is in thy brother’s eye. 

43 * For a good tree bringeth not forth cor- 
rupt fruit; reither doth a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit. 

44 For ¥ every tree is known by his own 
fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, 
nor of a bramble bush gather they ” grapes. 

45 +A good man out of the good treasure of 
his heart bringeth forth that which is good ; 


A. M. 4031. 
A. D. 27 


Vv Matt. vii. 3. Ww See Prov. xviii. 17. x Matt. vil. 16, 17. 
¥ Matt. xii. 33. 2 Gr. a grape. a Matt. xii. 35. » Matt. 
xii. 34, 


tempers and passions are purified and restored to har- 
mony and order ; every one who has in him the mind 
that was in Christ, though he cannot be above, yet will 
be as, his teacher—holy, harmless, undefiled, and se- 
parate from sinners. 

“ The disciple who perfectly understands the rules 
and sees the example of his master, will think it his 
business to tread exactly in his steps, to do and suffer 
upon like occasions, as his master did: and so he will 
be like his master.” Wuurrsy. 

Verse 41. And why beholdest thou the mote] See 
this explained on Matt. vii. 3-5. 

Verse 43. Corrupt fruit] Kapzov carpor, literally, 
rotten fruit: but here it means, such fruit as is unfit 
for use. See on Matt. vii. 17-20. 

Verse 45. A good man] See on Matt. xii. 35. 

Verse 46. Lord, Lord] God judges of the heart, 
not by words, but by works. A good servant never 
disputes, speaks little, and always follows his work. 
Such a servant a real Christian is: such is a’ faithful 
minister, always intent either on the work of his own 
salvation, or that of his neighbour ; speaking more to 
God than to men; and to these as in the presence of 
God. The tongue is fitly compared by one to a pump, 
which empties the heart, but neither fills nor cleanses 
it. The love of God is a hidden spring, which sup- 
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to the multitudes. 


and an evil man out of the evil 4,M. #3. 
treasure of his heart bringeth forth An, Olymp- 
that which*is ene for’ of the == 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 

46 9° And why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say ? 

47 4 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth 
my sayings, and doeth them, I will show you 
to whom he is like: 

48 He is like a man which built a house, 
and digged deep, and laid the foundation on 
a rock : and when the flood arose, the stream 
beat vehemently upon that house, and could 
not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. 

49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is 
like a man that, without a foundation, built a 
house upon the earth; against which the stream 
did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell : 
and the ruin of that house was great. 


¢Mal. i. 6; Matt. vii. 21; xxv. 1]; chap. xiii. 25-———4 Matt. 
ii. 24; Job xxvii. 8; Ecclus. xl. 13; Heb. x. 26; James 
ig os}, 
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plies the heart continually, and never permits it to be 
dry or unfruitful. Quesnel. 

Verse 47. I will show you] '‘YrodeSw, I will show 
you plainly. I will enable you fully to comprehend 
my meaning on this subject by the following parable. 
See this word explained Matt. i. 7. 

Verse 48. He is like a man, &¢.] See on Matt. 
vii. 24-27. 

Verse 49. The ruin of that house was great.) On 
this passage, father Quesnel, who was a most rigid 
predestinarian, makes the following judicious remark. 
“Tt is neither by the speculations of astrologers, nor 
by the Calvinian assurance of predestination, that we 
can discover what will be our portion for ever: but it 
is by the examination of our heart, and the consider- 
ation of our life, that we may in some measure prog- 
nosticate our eternal state. Without a holy heart and 
a holy life, all is rumous in the hour of temptation, 
and in the day of wrath.” To this may be added, He 
that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witness in 
HIMSELF: 1 John vy. 10. 

The subjects of this chapter have been so amply 
explained and enforced in the parallel places in Mat- 
thew, to which the reader has been already referred, 
that there appears to be no necessity to make any 
additional observations, 


CHAPTER VII. 


Christ heals the servant of a centurion, who is commended for his faith, 1-10. 


Raises a widow's son to 


life at Nain, 11-17. John Baptist hears of his fame, and sends two of his disciples to inquire whether 


he was the Christ, 18-23. 
ness of the Jews, 31-35. 
and washes his feet with her tears, 36-38. 


Christ’s character of John, 24-30. 
A Pharisee invites him to his house, where a woman anomts his head with oil, 
The Pharisee is offended 39. 


The obstinate blindness and capricious- 


Our Lord reproves him by a 


parable, and vindicates the woman, 40-46 ; and pronounces her sins forgiven, 47-50. 
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Christ heals the 


5 is ote Now when he had ended all his 
Ap, Olrmp. sayings in the audience of the 
— people, *he entered into Capernaum. 

2 And °a certain centurion’s servant, who 
was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. 

3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto 
him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him 
© that he would come and heal his servant. 

4 And when they came to Jesus, they be- 
sought him instantly, saying, ¢ That he was 
worthy for whom he should do this : 

5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built 
us a synagogue. 

6 Then Jesus went with them. And when 
he was now not far from the house, the cen- 
turion sent friends to him, saying unto him, 
Lord, trouble not thyself : for I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest enter under my roof: 

7 Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy 
to come unto thee : but say in a word, and my 
servant shall be healed. 

8 For I also am a man set under authority, 


a Matt. viii. 5; John iv. 46-54. 2 Kings v. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VII. 

Verse 2. A certain centurion’s servant] See this 
miracle explained on Matt. viii. 5-13. 

Verse 3. Elders of the Jews] These were either 
magistrates in the place, or the elders of the syna- 
gogue which the centurion had built, ver. 5. He sent 
these, probably, because he was afraid to come to 
Christ himself, not being a Jew, either by nation or 
religion. In the parallel place in Matthew, he is re- 
presented as coming to Christ himself; but it is a 
usual form of speech in all nations, to attribute the 
act to a person which is done not by himself, but by 
his authority. 

Verse 5. He loveth our nation] He is a warm friend 
to the Jews ; and has given a full proof of his affection 
to them in building them a synagogue. This he had 
done at his own proper charges; having no doubt em- 
ployed his own men in the work. 

Verse 10. Found the servant whole] This cure was 
the effect of the faith, prayer, and humility of the 
centurion, through which the almighty energy of 
Jesus Christ was conveyed to the sick man. But 
these very graces in the centurion were the products 
of grace. It is God himself who, by the gifts of his 
mercy, disposes the soul to receive its cure; and no- 
thing can contribute to the reception of his grace but 
what is the fruit of grace itself. The apostle says, 
The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men, Tit. ii. 11. It should therefore be our 
concern, not to resist the operations of this grace : for 
though we cannot endue ourselves with any gracious 
disposition, yet we can quench the Spirit, by whose 


CHAP. VII. 


centurion’s servant. 


having under me soldiers, and I say A; M: 403). 
unto * one, Go, and he goeth ; and to Aas bpp. 
another, Come, and he cometh; and es 
to my servant, Do this, and he doeth zt. 

9 When Jesus heard these things, he mar- 
velled at him, and turned him about, and said 
unto the people that followed him, I say unto 
you, I have not found so great faith, no, not 
in Israel. 

10 And they that were sent, returning to the 
house, found the servant whole that had been 
sick. 

11 “| And it came to pass the day after, that 
he went into a city called Nain; and many of 
his disciples went with him, and much people. 

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of 
the city, behold, there was a dead man carried 
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow: and much people of the city was with 
her. 

13 And when the Lord saw her, he had com- 
passion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 


© Mark v. 23.—4 Rey, iii. 4. € Gr. this man. 


Verse 11. Nain] A small city of Galilee, in the 
tribe of Issachar. According to Eusebius, it was two 
miles from Mount Tabor, southward; and near to 
Endor. 

Verse 12. Carried out] The Jews always buried 
their dead wzthout the city, except those of the family 
of David. No burying places should be tolerated 
within cities or towns; much less in or about churches 
and chapels. This custom is excessively injurious to 
the inhabitants; and especially to those who frequent 
public worship in such chapels and churches. God, 
decency, and health forbid this shocking abomination. 

On the impropriety of burying in towns, churches, 
and chapels, take the following testimonies: Extra 
urbem solitt sunt alii mortuos sepelire: Nos Christian, 
eos non in urbes solum, sed et in TEMPLA recepimus, 
quo fit ut multi fetore nimis, feré exanimentur.— 
Scnomrremn. ‘ Others were accustomed to bury their 
dead without the city: We Christians not only bury 
them within our cities, but receive them even into 
our churches! Hence many nearly lose their lives 
through the noxious effluvia.” ‘ Both the Jews and 
other people had their burying places without the 
city :—Ht certe ita postulat ratio publice samtatis, que 
multi ledi solet aura sepulchrorum :—and this the 
health of the public requires, which is greatly injured 
by the effluvia from graves.”—Rosenmiiller. From 
long observation I can attest that churches and chapels 
situated in grave-yards, and those especially within 
whose walls the dead are interred, are perfectly un- 
wholesome ; and many, by attending such places, are 
shortening their passage to the house appointed for the 


agency these are produced in the soul. The centurion | living. What increases the iniquity of this abomina- 


had not received the grace of God in vain. 
1 


ble and deadly work is, that the burying grounds 
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The widow's son raised to life. 


14 And he came and touched the 
fbier: and they that bare him 
stood still. And he said, Young 
man, I say unto thee, £ Arise. 

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began 
to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 

16 = And there came a fear on all: and they 
glorified God, saying, ' That a great prophet 
is risen up among us; and, * That God hath 
visited his people. 

17 And this rumour of him went forth 
throughout all Judea, and throughout all the 
region round about. 

18 {| ! And the disciples of John showed him 
of all these things. 

19 And John, calling wnto him two of his 
disciples, sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou 
he that should come ? or look we for another ? 

20 When the men were come unto him, they 
said, John Baptist bath sent us unto thee, say- 
ing, Art thou he that should come? or look 
we for another ? 

21 And in the same hour he cured many of 
their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits ; 
and unto many that were blind he gave sight. 


A.M. 4031. 
A. D. 27. 
An. Olymp. 


f Or, coffin. & Chap. viii. 54; John xi.43 ; Acts ix.40; Rom. 
Ave elits h Chap. i. 65.—1 Chap. xxiv. 19; Johniv. 19; vi. 14; 


attached to many churches and chapels are made a 
source of private gain. 'The whole of this preposte- 
rous conduct is as indecorous and unhealthy as it is 
profane. Hvery man should know that the gas which 
is disengaged from putrid flesh, and particularly from 
a human body, is not only unfriendly to, but destructive 
of, animal life. Superstition first introduced a practice 
which self-interest and covetousness continue to maintain. 

For a general improvement of all the circumstances 
of this miracle, see the end of the chapter. 

Verse 16. God hath visited his people.| Several 
MSS. and versions add, eve aya¥ov, for good. Some- 
times God visited his people in the way of judgment, 
to consume them in their transeressions ; but it was 
now plain that he had visited them in the most tender 
compassion and mercy. This seems to have been 
added by some ancient copyist, by way of explanation. 

Verse 18. The disciples of John showed him, &c.} 
It is very likely that John’s disciples attended the 
ministry of our Lord at particular times ; and this, we 
may suppose, was a common case among the disciples 
of different Jewish teachers. Though bigotry existed 
in its most formidable shape between the Jews and 
Samaritans, yet we do not find that it had any place 
between Jews and Jews, though they were of different 
sects, and attached to different teachers. 

Verse 19. Art thou he that should come 2] That is, to 

ave. Artthouthe promised Messiah? See on Matt. xi. 3. 

Some have thought that this character of our Lord, 

5 epxouevoc, he who cometh, refers to the prophecy of 
412 


ST. LUKE. 


Christ’s character of John 


22 ™ Then Jesus answering said A. sie 


unto them, Go your way, and tell An. :, Oly. 
John what things ye have seen and 

heard; ™ how ‘that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, °to the poor the Gospel 
is preached. 

23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not 
be offended in me. 

24 9 » And when the messengers of John 
were departed, he began to speak unto the 
people concerning John, What went ye out 
into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken 
with the wind ? 

25 But what went-ye out for to see? A man 
clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which 
are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, 
are in kings’ courts. 

26 But what went ye out for to see? A pro- 
phet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more 
than a prophet. 

27 This is he, of whom it is written, 4 Be- 
hold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee. 

28 For I say unte you, Among those that 


ix. 17— Chap. i. 68.——! Matt. xi. 2.——m™ Matt. xi. 5. 
Isa. xxxv. 5. © Chap. iv. 18, P Matt. xi. ’7——4 Mal. ii. 1. 


Jacob, Gen. xlix. 10, where he is called now Shiloh, 
which Grotius and others derive from now shalach, he 
sent: hence, as the time of the fulfilment of the 
prophecy drew nigh, he was termed, He who cometh, 
i. e. he who is just now ready to make his appearance 
in Judea. In Zech. ix. 9, a similar phrase is used, 
Behold, thy king comnts unto thee—having sALva- 
tion. This is meant of the Messiah only ; therefore 
I think the words to save, are necessarily implied. 

Verse 21. Infirmities and plagues] The following 
judicious note from Bp. Pearce is worthy of deep 
attention: “Luke mentions here vocol, paccyec, 
leprosias, and mvevuata movnpa, i. e. diseases or ill 
habits of bedy, sores or lamenesses, and evil spirits: 
from whence we may conclude that evzl spirits are 
reckoned by him (who speaks of distempers with 
more accuracy than the other evangelists) as things 
different from any disorders of the Jody, included in 
the two former words.” 

Unto many that were blind he gave sight.| Rather, 
he kindly gave sight—eyapicato to BArerewv; or, he 
graciously gave sight. This is the proper meaning of 
the original words. In all his miracles, Jesus showed 
the tenderest mercy and kindness : not only the cure, 
but the manner in which he performed it, endeared him 
to those who were objects of his compassionate regards. 

Verses 22-28. See these verses explained at large 
on Matt. xi. 4-15. 

Verse 29. Justified God] Or, declared God to be 
just—edixawoav tov Ocov. The sense is this: John 
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The capriciousness 


AM. 493! are born of women, there is not a 


An. Op. greater prophet than John the Bap- 
—— tist: but he that is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he. 

29 And all the people that heard him, and 
the publicans, justified God, * being baptized 
with the baptism of John. 

30 But the Pharisees and lawyers ‘rejected 
*the counsel of God "against themselves, be- 
ing not baptized of him. 

31 4 And the Lord said, Y Whereunto then 
shall I liken the men of this generation? and 
to what are they like? 

32 They are like unto children sitting in the 
market-place, and calling one to another, and 
saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have 
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of the Jews 
not danced; we have mourned to pe 
you, and ye have not wept. Aa Olymp. 


33 For * John the Baptist came 
neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and 
ye say, He hath a devil. 

34 The Son of man is come eating and 
drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous 
man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners ! 

35 * But wisdom is justified of all her 
children. 

36 9 ¥ And one of the Pharisees desired him 
that he would eat with him. And he went into 
the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. 

387 And behold, a woman in the city, which 
was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 


t Matt. 11. 5; chap. iii. 12. Ss Or, frustrated. t Acts xx. 27. 
«Or, within themselves. Vv Matt. xi. 16. 


preached that the Divine wrath was coming upon the 
Jews, from which they might flee by repentance, 
chap. ni. 7. The Jews, therefore, who were baptized 
by him, with the baptism of repentance, did thereby 
acknowledge that it is but justice in God to punish 
them for their wickedness unless they repented, and 
were baptized in token of it. Bp. Prarce proves 
that this is the sense in which the word dcxazow 1s used 
here and in Psalm li. 4, compared with Job xxxii. 2, 
and by this evangelist again in chap. x. 29, and xvi. 15. 

Verse 30. Rejected the counsel of God] Or, frus- 
trated the will of God—tnv Bovdagv tov Oeov nSetnoar. 
Kypke says the verb averevv has two meanings :—1, to 
disbelieve; 2, despise, or disobey: and that both senses 
may be properly conjoined here. The will of God 
was that all the inhabitants of Judea should repent 
at the preaching of John, be baptized, and believe in 
Christ Jesus. Now as they did not repent, &c., at 
John’s preaching, so they did not believe his testimony 
concerning Christ: thus the wll, gracious counsel, or 
design of God, relative to their salvation, was annulled 
or frustrated. hey disbelieved his promises, despised 
the Messiah, and disobeyed his precepts. 

Verse 31. And the Lord said] Almost every MS. 
of authority and importance, with most of the ver- 
sions, omit these words. As the Hvangelistaria (the 
books which contained those portions of the Gospels 
which were read in the Churches) began at this verse, 
the words were probably at first used by them, to 
introduce the following parable. There is the fullest 
proof that they never made a part of Luke’s text. 

very critic rejects them. Bengel and Griesbach 
leave them out of the text. 

Verse 32. They are like unto children] See on 
Matt. xi. 16-19. It is probable that our Lord alludes 
here to some play or game among the Jewish children, 
no account of which is now on record. 

Verse 35. Wisdom is justified, &c.] Probably 
the children of wisdom is a mere Hebraism here for 
the products or fruits of wisdom; hence the Vatican 
MS., one other, and some versions, have epyov, works, 

i! 


w Matt. i. 4; Mark i. 6; Chap. i. 15. = Matt, xi. 19. 
y Matt. xxvi. 6; Mark xiv. 3; John xi. 2. 


instead of texvwr, sons, in the parallel place, Matt. xi. 
19. ‘True wisdom shows itself by its works ; folly is 
never found in the wise man’s way, any more than 
wisdom is in the path of a fool. Theophylact’s note 
on this place should not be overlooked. Evdicaw6n, 
Tour’ cot evyunln, Wisdom 18 JUSTIFIED, that 1s, Is HO- 
NnourED, by all her children. 

Verse 36. One of the Pharisees} Called Simon, 
ver. 40. This account is considered by many critics 
and commentators to be the same with that in Matt. 
xxvi. 6, &c. ; Mark xiv. 3; and John xii. 3, This sub- 
ject is considered pretty much at large in the notes on Matt. 
xxvi. 6, &c., to which the reader is requested to refer. 

Verse 37. A woman—which was a sinner] Many 
suppose that this woman had been a notorious public 
prostitute ; but this is taking the subject by the very 
worst handle. My own opinion is, that she had been 
a mere heathen who dwelt in this city, (probably 
Capernaum,) who, through the ministry of Christ, had 
been before this converted to God, and came now to 
give this public testimony of her gratitude to her gra- 
cious deliverer from the darkness and guilt of sin. I 
am inclined to think that the original word, duaprwdoe, 
is used for heathen or Gentile in several places of the 
sacred writings. I am fully persuaded that this is its 
meaning in Matt. ix. 10, 11, 13; xi. 19; and xxvi. 
45. The Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners, i. e. is delivered into the hands of the heathens, 
viz. the Romans, who alone could put him to death. 
See Mark 11. 15, 16, 17; xiv. 41. I think also it 
has this meaning in Luke vi. 32, 33, 34; xv. 1, 2,7, 
10; xix. 7; John ix. 31. I think no other sense 
can be justly assigned to it in Gal. 1. 15: We who 
are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles. 
We Jews, who have had the benefit of a Divine reve- 
lation, know that a man is not justified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Christ, (ver. 16,) which 
other nations, who were heathens, not having a Divine 
revelation, could not know. It is, I think, likely that 
the grand subject of the self-righteous Pharisee’s com- 
plaint was her being a heathen. As those who were 
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A woman anoints our Lord, 


A, M4031. meat in the Pharisee’ s house, brought |mon, I have somewhat to say unto 


An. nee. an alabaster box of ointment, 

e 38 And stood at his feet behind 
him weeping, and began to wash his feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her 
head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment. 

39 Now when the Pharisee which had _bid- 
den him saw it, he spake within himself, say- 
ing, * This man, if he were a prophet, would 
have known who and what manner of woman 
this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 
40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Si- 


z Chap. xv. 2. 


touched by such contracted a legal defilement, he 
could not believe that Christ was a conscientious 
observer of the law, seeing he permitted her to touch 
him, knowing who she was; or, if he did not know 
that she was a heathen, it was a proof that he was no 
prophet, ver. 39, and consequently had not the dis- 
cernment of spirits which prophets were supposed to 
possess. As the Jews had a law which forbade all 
iniquity, and they who embraced it being according 
to its requisitions and their profession saints ; and as 
the Gentiles had no law to restrain evil, nor made any 
profession of holiness, the term dwaprwAot, or sinners, 
was first with peculiar propriety applied to them, and 
afterwards to all others, who, though they professed 
to be under the law, yet lived as Gentiles without the 
law. Many suppose this person to be the same as 
Mary Magdalene, but of this there is no solid proof. 

Brought an alabaster box] See on Mark xiv. 3. 

Verse 38. Stood at his feet behind him] In taking 
their meals, the eastern people reclined on one side ; 
the loins and knees being bent to make the more room, 
the feet of each person were turned outwards behind 
him. This is the meaning of standing BEHIND at his 
FEET. 

Began to wash his feet with tears] HpSato Bpeyew+— 
Toc daxpvot, She began to water his feet—to let a 
shower of tears fall on them. As the Jews wore 
nothing like our shoes, (theirs being a mere sole, bound 
about the foot and ancle with thongs,) their feet being 
so much exposed had frequent need of washing, and 
this they ordinarily did before taking their meals. 

Kissed his feet] With affectionate tenderness, xate- 
didet, or kissed them again and again. See on Matt. 
XXvi. 49. 

The kiss was used in ancient times as the emblem 
of love, religious reverence, subjection, and swpplica- 
tion. It has the meaning of supplication, in the way 
of adoration, accompanied with subjection, in 1 Kings 
xix. 18, Whose mouths have not kissed Baal; and in 
Job xxxi. 27, My mouth hath not kissed my hand ; 
I have paid no sort of adoration to false gods ; and 
in Psa. ii. 12, Kiss the Son lest he be angry,—close 
in with him, embrace affectionately, the offers of mercy 
made unto you through Christ Jesus, lest he (the Lord) 
be angry with you, and ye perish; which command- 
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at which a Pharisee is offended, 
A. M. 4031, 
A. D. 27. 
thee. And he saith, Master, say on. An, Olymp. 


41 There was a certain creditor 
which had two debtors: the one owed five hun 
dred *pence, and the other fifty. 

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he 
frankly forgave them both. Tell me, there- 
fore, which of them will love him most ? 

43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that 
he to whom he forgave most. And he said 
unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 

44 And he turned to the woman, and said 
unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered 


aSee Matt. xviii. 28. 


ment this woman seems to have obeyed, both in the 
literal and spiritual sense. Kissing the feet was 
practised also among the heathens, to express subjec- 
tion of spirit, and earnest supplication. See a long 
example in Raphelius, produced from Polybius, con- 
cerning the Carthaginian ambassadors when suppli- 
cating the Romans for peace. With an humble and 
abject mind, mecovtec ext tv ynv, they fell down on 
the earth, Tove moda¢ KatagiAorev Tw ovvedpiw, and kiss- 
ed the feet of the council. See also several examples 
in Kypke. Kissing the feet is a farther proof that this 
person had been educated a heathen. This was no 
part of a Jew’s practice. 

Verse 41. A certain creditor, &c.| It is plain that 
in this parable our Lord means, by the creditor, Gon, 
and, by the two debtors, Simon and the woman who 
was present. Simon, who had the light of the law, 
and who, in consequence of his profession as a Pha- 
risee, was obliged to abstain from outward iniquity, 
might be considered as the debtor who owed only 
Jifly pence, or denarii. The woman, whom I have 
supposed to be a heathen, not having these advan- 
tages, having no rule to regulate her actions, and no 
curb on her evil propensities, may be considered as 
the debtor who owed five hundred pence, or denarii. 
And when both were compared, Simon’s debt to God 
might be considered, in reference to hers, as fifty to 
five hundred. However, we find, notwithstanding 
this great disparity, doth were insolvent. Simon, the 
religious Pharisee, could no more pay his fifty to God 
than this poor heathen her five hundred ; and, if both 
be not freely forgiven by the Divine mercy, both must 
finally perish. Having Noruine to Pay, he kindly 
FORGAVE them both. Some think that this very Simon 
was no inconsiderable debtor to our Lord, as having 
been mercifully cleansed from a leprosy; for he is 
supposed to be the same as Swmon the leper. See the 
note on Matt. xxvi. 6. 

Verse 42. Which of them will love him most 2] 
Which is under the greater obligation and should love 
him most ? 

Verse 43. He to whom he forgave most.|] By this 
acknowledgment he was, unknowingly to himself, pre- 
pared to receive our Lord’s reproof. 

Verse 44. Thou gavest me no water] In this respect 
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Parable of the two debtors, CHAP. VII. and its application. 
AGM oe. into thine house, thou gavest me|which are many, are forgiven ; aM eo 


ae cone: no water for my feet: but she hath 
—— washed my feet with tears, and 
wiped them with the hairs of her head. 

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman, 
since the time I came in, hath not ceased to 
kiss my feet. 

46 » My head with oil thou didst not anoint: 
but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment. 

47 ° Wherefore, I say unto thee, Her sins, 


b Psa. xxiii. 5. ——¢ 1 Tim. i. 14.——4 Matt. ix. 2; Mark 
TGs 


Simon was sadly deficient in civil respect, whether this 
proceeded from forgetfulness or contempt. The cus- 
tom of giving water to wash the guest’s feet was very 
ancient. See instances in Gen. xviii. 4; xxiv. 32; 
Judg. xix. 21; 1Sam. xxv. 41. In Hindoostan it 
is the custom, that when a superior enters the house 
of an inferior, the latter washes his feet, and gives 


him water to rinse his mouth before he eats. See 
Aveen AXKBERY, vol. il. p. 226. 
Verse 45. Since the tume I came in] Rather, 


Since the time sHE came in, aq@’ He evonAber, not econAfov, 
1 came 1n, for it is clear from ver. 37 that the woman 
came in after Christ, having heard that he was sitting 
at meat in the Pharisee’s house. ‘The reading which 
I have adopted is supported by several MSS. and 
Versions. 

Verse 46. My head with oil thou didst not anoint] 
Anointing the head with oil was as common among 
the Jews as washing the face with water is among 
use) ce ehuth i 3S Sam." VOY xive 2; 
2 Kings iv. 2; and Psa. xxiii. 5, where the author 
alludes to the Jewish manner of receiving and enter- 
taining a guest. Thou preparest a table for me; 
anointest my head with oil; givest me an overflowing 
cup. “See. Matte v. 17: 

Verse 47. For she loved much] Or, THEREFORE 
she loved much. It appears to have been a con- 
sciousness of God’s forgiving love that brought her at 
this time to the Pharisee’s house. In the common 
translation her forgiveness is represented to be the 
consequence of her loving much, which is causing the 
tree to produce the root, and not the root the tree. I 
have considered 67 here as having the sense of d:ors, 
therefore ; because, to make this sentence suit with 
the foregoing parable, ver. 42, 43, and with what 
immediately follows here, but he to whom litile is 
forgiven loveth little, we must suppose her love was 
the effect of her being pardoned, not the cause of it. 
Orc seems to have the sense of therefore in Matt. xii. 
13; John viii. 44; 1 Cor. x. 17; and in the Sep- 
tuagint, in Deut. xxxiii. 52; Isa. xlix. 19; Hos. ix. 
15; and Eccles. v. 6. Both these particles are often 
interchanged in the New Testament. 

Loved much—loveth little] That is, A man’s love 
to God will be in proportion to the obligations he feels 
himself under to the bounty of his Maker. 

Verse 48. Thy sins are forgiven.]| He gave her 
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for she loved much: but to whom An. Olymp. 
little is forgiven, the same loveth 
little. 

48 And he said unto her, ¢ Thy sins are for- 
given. 

49 And they that sat at meat with him began 
to say within themselves, ®° Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also ? 

50 And he said to the woman, ‘ Thy faith 
hath saved thee: go in peace. 


e Matt. ix. 3; Mark ii. 7. € Matt. ix. 22; Mark v. 34; 
x. 52; chap. viii. 48; xviii. 42. 


the fullest assurance of what he had said before to Si- 
mon, (ver. 47,) Thy sins are forgiven. While the 
Pharisee murmured, the poor penitent rejoiced. 

Verse 50. Thy faith hath saved thee] Thy faith 
hath been the instrument of receiving the salvation 
which is promised to those who repent. Goin peace. 
Though peace of conscience be the inseparable con- 
sequence of the pardon of sin, yet here it seems to be 
used as a valediction or farewell: as if he had said, 
May goodness and mercy continue to follow thee ! 
In this sense it is certainly used Judg. xviii. 6 ; 
LSE NT B70 Som, WIDYET Seabee, 7h Oishii Feces 
James ii. 16. 


Tue affecting account of raising the widow’s son to 
life, ver. 11-17, is capable of farther improvement. 
The following may be considered to be sober, pious 
uses of this transaction. 

In this resurrection of the widow’s son, four things 
are highly worthy of notice :—1. The meeting. 2. 
What Christ did to raise the dead man. 3. What 
the man did when raised to life: and 4. The eflect 
produced on the minds of the people. 


I. The MEETING. 


1. It was wncommon: it was a meeting of life 
and death, of consolation and distress. On the one 
part Jesus, accompanied by his disciples, and an in- 
numerable crowd of people, advance towards the gate 
of the city of Nain: on the other part, a funeral so- 
lemnity proceeds out of the gate,—a person of distinc- 
tion, as we may imagine from the number of the peo- 
ple who accompanied the corpse, is carried out to be 
buried. Wherever Jesus goes, he meets death or 
misery ; and wherever he comes, he dispenses life 
and salvation. 

2. It was instructive. A young man was carried to 
the grave—an only son—cut off in the flower of his 
age from the pleasures, honours, profits, and expecta- 
tions of life; a multitude of relatives, friends, and 
neighbours, in tears, affliction, and distress, accompa- 
nied the corpse. Behold the present life in its true 
point of light! How deceitful is the world! To hide 
its vanity and wretchedness, funeral pomp takes the 
place of the decorations of life and health ; and pride, 
which carries the person through life, cleaves to the 
putrid carcass in the ridiculous adornments of pails, 
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scarfs, cloaks, and feathers! Sin has a complete 
triumph, when pride is one of the principal bearers to 
the tomb. 

And shall not the living lay these things to heart? 
Remember, ye that are young, the young die oftener 
than the old; and it is because so many of the former 
die, that there are so few of the latter to die. 

3. It was an affecting meeting. The mother of 
this young man followed the corpse of her son; her 
distress was extreme. She had already lost her hus- 
band, and in losing her only son she loses all that 
could be reckoned dear to her in the world. She lost 
her support, her glory, and the name of her family 
from among the tribes of her people. Jesus sees her 
in this state of affliction, and was moved with compas- 
sion towards her. This God of goodness cannot see 
the wretched without commiserating their state, and 
providing for their salvation. 

4. It was ahappy meeting. Jesus approaches this 
distressed widow, and says, Weep not. But who, with 
propriety, ean give such advice in a case like this ? 
Only that God who can dry up the fountain of grief, 
and remove the cause of distress. Weep for thy sin, 
weep for thy relatives, weep after Christ, and God will 
infallibly comfort thee. 


II. What Christ did to raise this dead man. 


1. He came up, ver. 14. When the blessed God is 
about to save a soul from spiritual death, he comes up 
to the heart by the light of his Spirit, by the preaching 
of his word, and by a thousand other methods, which 
all prove that his name is mercy, and his nature love. 

2. He touched the bier. God often stretches out 
his hand against the matter or occasion of sin, renders 
that public that was before hidden, lays afflictions upon 
the body ; by some evil disease effaces that beauty, or 
impairs that strength, which were the occasions of 
sin; disconcerts the schemes and blasts the property 
of the worldly man. These were carrying him down 
to the chambers of death, and the merciful God is thus 
delivering him out of the hands of his murderers. 

3. He commanded— Young man! I say unto thee, 
Arise. Sinners! You have been dead in trespasses 
and sins too long: now hear the voice of the Son of 
God. Young people! to you in particular is this com- 
mandment addressed. Delay not a moment: it will 
be more easy for you to return to God now than at any 
future time. And perhaps the present call may never 
be repeated. The sooner you hear the voice of God, 
the sooner you shall be happy. 


ST. LUKE. 


of the widow’s son 


Ill. What the man did when raised to life. 

1. He sat up, ver. 15. When the quickening voice 
of God reaches the heart of a sinner, his first business 
is to lift up his head to contemplate the awful state in 
which he is found, and the horrible pit over which he 
hangs, and look about for a deliverer from the hell 
that is moved from beneath to meet him at his coming. 

2. He began to speak. Prayer to God, for the sal- 
vation he needs, is indispensably requisite to every 
awakened sinner. Let him speak in prayer and praise ; 
prayer for present salvation, and praise, because he is 
still out of hell. Let him also declare the power and 
goodness of God which have thus rescued him from 
the bitter pains of an eternal death. 

3. He walked. He (Christ) presented him to his 
mother. 'Those who were carrying the corpse having 
heard the voice of the young man, immediately laid 
down the bier, and the young man stepping directly 
on the ground, Jesus took him by the hand and con- 
ducted him to his mother. What a change from the 
deepest affliction to the highest eestacy of joy must 
have now taken place in this widow’s heart! Happy 
moment !—when the quickening power of Christ 
restores a prodigal son to a disconsolate parent, and a 
member to Christ’s mystical body, the Church militant ! 


IV. The effect produced on the minds of the people. 

1. Fear seized them, ver. 16. A religious reve- 
rence penetrated their hearts, while witnessing the 
effects of the sovereign power of Christ. Thus should 
we contemplate the wonders of God’s grace in the 
conviction and conversion of sinners. 

2. They glorified God. 'They plainly saw that he 
had now visited his people: the miracle proclaimed 
his presence, and that a great prophet was risen among 
them, and they expect to be speedily instructed in all 
righteousness. ‘The conversion of a sinner to God 
should be matter of public joy to all that fear his 
name; and should be considered as a full proof that 
the God of our fathers is still among their children. 
See verse 16. 

3. They published abroad the account. 'The work 
of the grace of God should be made known to all: 
the Gospel should be preached in every place ; and 
the miracle-working power of Christ every where 
recommended to notice. If those who are raised from 
the death of sin were more zealous in discoursing of, 
walking in, and recommending the Gospel of the grace 
of God, the kingdom of Christ would soon have a more 
extensive spread ; and the souls thus employed would 
be incessantly watered from on high. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


Jesus preaches through every city and village, 1. 
by the parable of the sower, 4-8. 
prove by hearing the Gospel, 16-18. 


cures a demoniac, 27-39. 
ter, 40-42. 
Jairus is dead, 49. 
life, 50-56. 
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Women minister to him, 2, 3. 

Explains it at large to his disciples, 9-15. 
His mother and brethren seek him, 19-21. 
go upon the lake, and are taken in a storm, 22-25. 


Instructs the multitudes 
Directions how to im- 

He and his disciples 
They arriwe among the Gadarenes, 26, where he 


He returns from the Gadarenes, and is requested by Jairus to heal his daugh- 
On the way he cures a diseased woman, 43-48. 


Receives information that the daughter of 


Exhorts the father to believe; arrives at the house, and raises the dead child to 


1 


Christ preaches in the villages, 


ogra ND it came to pass afterward, 
An. O1 
ane: that he went throughout every 


city and village, preaching and 

showing the glad tidings of the kingdom of 
God: and the twelve were with him, 

2 And * certain women which had been heal- 

ed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary called 

Magdalene, » out of whom went seven devils, 


a Matt. xxvii. 55, 56—» Mark xvi. 9. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VIII. 

Verse 1. Throughout every city and village] That 
is, of Galilee. 

Verse 2. Out of whom went seven devils] Who had 
been possessed in a most extraordinary manner ; pro- 
bably a case of inveterate lunacy, brought on by the 
influence of evil spirits. 'The number seven may here 
express the superlative degree. 

Mary Magdalene is commonly thought to have been 
a prostitute before she came to the knowledge of 
Christ, and then to have been a remarkable penitent. 
So historians and painters represent her: but neither 
from this passage, nor from any other of the New 
Testament, can such a supposition be legitimately 
drawn. She is here represented as one who had been 
possessed with seven demons ; and as one among other 
women who had been healed by Christ of evil (or 
wicked) spirits and infirmities. As well might Joanna 
and Susanna, mentioned ver. 3, come in for a share of 
the censure as this Mary Magdalene; for they seem 
to have been dispossessed likewise by Jesus, according 
to St. Luke’s account of them. They had all had in- 
firmities, of what sort it is not said, and those infirmi- 
ties were occasioned by evil spirits within them; and 
Jesus had healed them all: but Mary Magdalene, by 
her behaviour, and constant attendance on Jesus in 
his life-time, at his crucifixion, and at his grave, seems 
to have exceeded all the other women in duty and 
respect to his person. Bishop Pearcn. 

There is a marvellous propensity in commentators 
to make some of the women mentioned in the Sacred 
Writings appear as women of ill fame; therefore 
Rahab must be a harlot ; and Mary Magdalene, a pros- 
titute: and yet nothing of the kind can be proved 
either in the former or in the Jatter case ; nor in that 
mentioned chap. vii. 36, &c., where see the notes. 
Poor Mary Magdalene is made the patroness of peni- 
tent prostitutes, ‘both by Papists and Protestants ; and 
to the scandal of her name, and the reproach of the 
Gospel, houses fitted up for the reception of such are 
termed Magdalene hospitals! and the persons them- 
selves Magdalenes! There is not only no proof that 
this person was such as commentators represent her, 
but there is the strongest presumptive proof against it : 
for, if she ever had been such, it would have been 
contrary to every rule of prudence, and every dictate 
of wisdom, for Christ and his apostles to have per- 
mitted such a person to associate with them, however 
fully she might have been converted to God, and how- 
ever exemplary her life, at that time, might have been. 
As the world, who had seen her conduct, and knew 
her character, (had she been such as is insinuated,) 

Vou. I. CaaP ©) 


CHAP. VIII. 


and women minister to ham. 


3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza, ne ay a 


Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3: 
many others, which ministered unto ae 
him of their substance. 
4 “ © And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to him out of every 
city, he spake by a parable: 


A sower went out to sow his seed: and as 


¢ Matt. xiii. 2; Mark iy. 1. 


could not see the inward change, and as they sought 
to overwhelm Christ and his disciples with obloquy 
and reproach on every occasion, they would certainly 
have availed themselves of so favourable an opportu- 
nity to subject the character and ministry of Christ to 
the blackest censure, had he permitted even a con- 
verted prostitute to minister to him and his disciples. 
They were ready enough to say that he was the friend 
of publicans and sinners, becausé he conversed with 
them in order to instruct and save their souls; but 
they could never say he was a friend of prostitutes, 
because it does not appear that such persons ever came 
to Christ ; or that he, in the way of his ministry, ever 
went to them. I conclude therefore that the common 
opinion is a vile slander on the character of one of the 
best women mentioned in the Gospel of God; and a 
reproach cast on the character and conduct of Christ 
and his disciples. Frdm the whole account of Mary 
Magdalene, it is highly probable that she was a person 
of great respectability in that place; such a person as 
the wife of Chuza, Herod’s stéward, could associate 
with ; and a person on whose conduct or character the 
calumniating Jews could cast no aspersions. 

Verse 3. Herod’s steward] Though the original 
word, emivpo7oc, signifies sometimes the inspector or 
overseer of a province, and sometimes a tutor of chil- 
dren, yet here it seems to signify the overseer of 
Herod’s domestic affairs: the steward of his house- 
hold. Steward of the household was an office in the 
king’s palace by s. 24, of Hen. VIII. The person is 
now entitled lord steward of the king’s household, and 
the office is, I believe, more honourable and of more 
importance than when it was first created. Junius 
derives the word from the Islandic stivardur, which is 
compounded of stia, work, and darvur, a keeper, or 
overseer : hence our words, warder, warden, ward, guard, 
guardian, &e. The Greek word in Hebrew letters is 
frequent in the rabbinical writings, DINWDSX, and 
signifies among them the deputy ruler of a province. 
See on chap. xvi. 1. In the Islandic version, it is 
forstonarmanns. 

Unto him] Instead of avr, to dim, meaning Christ, 
many of the best MSS. and versions have avrocc, to 
them, meaning both our Lord and the twelve apostles, 
see ver. 1. This is unquestionably the true meaning 
Christ receives these assistances and ministrations, 
says pious Quesnel,— 

1. To honour poverty by subjecting himself to it. 

2. To humble himself in receiving from his crea 
tures. 

3. That he may teach the ministers of the Gospel 
to depend on the providence of their heavenly Father. 
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The parable of the ST. LUKE. sower and his seed. 
A. M. 4031. 
A.M. 4031. he sowed, some fell by the| 13 They on the rock are they A,M 4% 
An. Olymp. way side; and it was trodden | which, when they hear, receive the Aan, Olymp 
CCL. 3. 


down, and the fowls of the air 
devoured it. 

6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon 
as it was sprung up, it withered away, because 
it lacked moisture. 

7 And some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang 
up, and bare fruit a hundred fold. And when 
he had said these things, he cried, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

9 4 4 And his disciples asked him, saying, 
What might this parable be ? 

10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to 
others in parables; * that seeing they might 
not see, and hearing they might not PREG. 

11 9 f Now the parable is this: The seed 
is the word of God. 

12 Those by the way side are they that hear; 
then cometh the devil, and taketh away the 
word out of their hearts, lest they should be- 
lieve and be saved. 


word with joy; and these have no 
root, which for a while believe, and in time 
of temptation fall away. 

14 And that which fell among thorns are 
they which, when they have heard, go forth, 
and are choked with cares and riches and plea- 
sures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfec- 
tion. 

15 But that on the good ground are they 
which, in an honest and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep zt, and bring forth fruit 
with patience. 

16 4 & No man, when he hath lighted a can- 
dle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth 2¢ un 
der a bed ; but setteth zt on a candlestick, that 
they which enter in may see the light. 

17 "For nothing is secret, that shall not be 
made manifest; neither any thing hid, that 
shall not be known and come abroad. 

18 Take heed therefore how ye hear ; ' for 
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and 
whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken 
even that which he * seemeth to have. 


4Matt. xii. 10; Mark iv. 10. eIsa. vi. 9; Mark iv. 12. 
{ Matt. xiii. 18; Mark iv. 14.——¢ Matt. v. 15; Mark iv. 21; 


chap. x1. 33.—— Matt. x. 26; chap. xu. 2. i Matt. xii. 12; 
xxv. 29; chap. xix. 26—— Or, thinketh that he hath. 


4. To make way for the gratitude of those he had 
healed. And, 

5. That he might not be burthensome to the poor to 
whom he went to preach. 

Verse 5. A sower went out to sow] See all this 
parable largely explained on Matt. xiii. 1-23. 

Verse 12. Those by the way side] Bishop Pearce 
thinks that Luke by of here means oopol, the seeds, 
though he acknowledges that he has never found 
such a word as o7opo: in the plural number signifying 
seeds. 

Verse 15. With patience.] Rather, with perseve- 
rance. The Greek word trouovn, which our translators 
render patience, properly signifies here, and in Rom. 
li. 7, perseverance. The good ground, because it is 
good, strong and vigorous, continues to bear: bad or 
poor ground cannot produce a good crop, and besides 
it is very soon exhausted. The persons called the 
good ground in the text are filled with the power and 
influence of God, and therefore continue to bring forth 
fruit; i. e. they persevere in righteousness. From 
this we may learn that the perseverance of the saints, 
as it is termed, necessarily implies that they continue 
to bring forth fruit to the glory of God. Those who 
are not fruitful are not in a state of perseverance. 

Verse 16. Lighted a candle] This is a repetition 
of a part of our Lord’s sermon on the mount. See 
the notes on Matt. v. 15; x. 26; and on Mark iv. 
21, 22. 

Verse 17. For nothing is secret, &c.] Whatever I 
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teach you in private, ye shall teach publicly ; and ye 
shall illustrate and explain every parable now delivered 
to the people. 

Verse 18. Even that which he seemeth to have.] 
Or rather, even what he hath. “‘O doxec exe, rendered 
by our common version, what he seemeth to have, seems 
to me to contradict itself. Let us examine this sub- 
ject a little. 

1. To seem to have a thing, is only to have it in 
appearance, and not in reality ; but what is possessed 
in appearance only can only be taken away in appear- 
ance; therefore on the one side there is no gain, and 
on the other side no Joss. On this ground, the text 
speaks just nothing. 

2. It is evident that 6 doxe: eve, what he seemeth 
to have, here, is equivalent to 6 eyet, what he hath, in 
the parallel places, Mark iv. 25; Matt. xiii. 12 ; xxv. 
29; and in Luke xix. 26. 

3. It is evident, also, that these persons had some- 
thing which might be taken away from them. For 1. 
The word of God, the Divine seed, was planted in 
their hearts. 2. It had already produced some good 
effects ; but they permitted the devil, the cares of the 
world, the desire of riches, and the love of pleasure, 
to destroy its produce. 

4. The word doxecv is often an expletive: so Xeno- 
phon in Hellen, vi. ott edoxee matpixog gudog avrotc, 
Because he seemed to be (i. e. was) their father’s 
friend. So in his Cicon. Among the cities that 
seemed to be (dokovoacc, actually were) at war. So 

Sie 


Who are Christ’s relatives. 


A.M. 4031. 
A. D. 27. 


Ane CoE. ther and his. brethren, and could 
— not come at him for the press. 

20 And it was told him by certain which 
said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand with- 
out, desiring to see thee 

21 And he answered and said unto them, 
My mother and my brethren are these which 
hear the word of God, and do it. 

22 4 ™ Now it came to pass on a certain 
day, that he went into a ship with his disciples : 
and he said unto them, Let us go over unto 
the other side of the lake. And they launch- 
ed forth. 

23 But as they sailed he fell asleep; and 
there came down a storm of wind on the lake ; 
and they were filled with water, and were in 
jeopardy. 

24 And they came to him, and awoke him, 
saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he 
arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of 
the water; and they ceased, and there was a 
calm. 


CHAP: Vill. 


19 +1 Then came to him hismo-| 25 And he said unto them, ats ca 


The disciples taken in a storm. 


Where is your faith? And they An. Oni: 
being afraid wondered, saying one ied 
to another, What manner of man is this! for 
he commandeth even the winds and water, 
and they obey him, 

26 4 * And they arrived at the country of 
the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 

27 And when he went forth to land, there 
met him out of the city, a certain man, which 
had devils long time, and ware no clothes, nei- 
ther abode in any house; but in the tombs. 

28 When he saw Jesus; he cried out, arid 
fell down before him, and with a loud voice 
said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou 
Son of God most high? I beseech thee, tor- 
ment me not. 

29 (For he had commanded the unclear 
spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes 
it had caught him; and he was kept bound 
with chains and in fetters; and he brake the 
bands, and was driven of the devil into the 
wilderness.) 


1 Matt. xii. 46; Mark iii. 31. 


Atheneus, lib. vi. chap. 4. They who seemed to be 
(doxovvtec, who really were) the most opulent, drank 
out of brazen cups. 

5. It often strengthens the sense, and is thus used 
by the very best Greek writers. ULpian, in one of 
his notes on Demosthenes’ Orat. Olinth. 1, quoted by 
Bishop Pearce, says expressly, To doxevy ov ravta¢ ert 
auorBorov tattovoly of madatot, adda ToAhaKig Kat ert 
tov adnbeverv. The word doxew is used by the an- 
cients to express, not always what is doubtful, but 
oftentimes what 1s true and certain. And this is mani- 
fexily its meaning in Matt. ii. 9; Luke xxii. 24; 
onn veooG ) Cor vi. 405 x, 12x 16> Gal. i. 
9; Phil. iii. 4; and in the text. See these meanings 
of the word established beyond the possibility of suc- 
cessful contradiction, in Bishop Prarce’s notes on 
Mark x. 42, and in Kypxe in loc. See also the notes 
on Matt. xiii. 12. 

Verse 19. His mother and brethren] See the notes 
on Matt: xi. 46, &c.,; and on Mark iii. 31, &ce. 

Verse 22. Let us go over, &c.] See on Matt. viii. 
24, &c., and Mark iv. 36-41. 

Verse 23. There came down a storm of wind— 
and they—were in jeopardy.| This is a parallel pas- 
sage to that in Jonah i. 4. There was a mighty tem- 
pest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken: 
the latter clause of which is thus translated by the 
Septuagint : at To TAovov exwvdvveve Tov ovvTpiBqvat, 
And the ship was in the utmost danger of being dash- 
ed to meces. This is exactly the state of the disciples 
here ; and it is remarkable that the very same word, 
excvdvvevoyv, which we translate, were in jeopardy, is 


used by the evangelist, which is found in the Greek | 


m Matt. viii. 23; Mark iv. 35.—=" Matt. vili. 28; Mark vy. 1: 


version above quoted. The word jeopardy; an inex 
pressive French term, and utterly unfit for the place 
which it now occupies, is properly the exclamation of 
a disappointed gamester, Jeu perdu! The game is 
lost! or, pat perdu! I have lost! i. e. the game. 

Verse 25. Whereis your faith2] Ye have a power 
to believe, and yet do not exercise it! Depend on God: 
Ye have little faith, (Matt. viii. 26,) because you do 
not use the grace which I have already given you. 
Many ate looking for more faith without using that 
which they have. It is as possible to hide this talent 
as any other: be 

Verse 26. The country of the Gadarenes] Or; 
according to several MSS., Gerasenes or Gergasenes: 
See on Matt. viii. 28; and Mark v. 1. 

Verse 27. A certain man] See the ease of this de- 
moniac considered at large, on the parallel places, Matt. 
viii. 28-34; Mark v. 1-20. In India deranged 
persons walk at liberty through the streets and coun- 
try in all manner of dresses; sometimes entirely 
naked; and often perish while strolling from place to 
place. Itis the same in Ireland, as there are no pub- 
lic asylums either there or in India for insane people. 

Verse 28. Jesus, thou Son of God most high] The 
words Jesus and God are both omitted here by several 
MSS. I think it is very likely that the demons men- 
tioned neither. They were constrained in a summary 
way to acknowledge his power ; but it is probable they 
did not pronounce names which were of such dreadful 
import to themselves. The words which they spoke 
on the occasion seem to have been these: What is wt 
to thee and me, O Son of the most high? See the 
note on Matt. vill. 29. 
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Christ cures a demonic. 


eee 30 And Jesus asked him, saying, 
An. Olymp. What is thy name? And he said, 
Distasi Legion : because many devils were 
entered into him. 

31 And they besought him that he would 
not command them to go out ° into the deep. 

32 And there was there a herd of many swine 
feeding on the mountain: and they besought 
him that he would suffer them to enter into 
them. And he suffered them. 

33 Then went the devils out of the man, 
and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 
violently down a steep place into the lake, and 
were choked. 

34 When they that fed them saw what was 
done, they fled, and went and told it in the 
city and in the country. 

35 Then they went out to see what was 
done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, 
out of whom the devils were departed, sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his nght 
mind: and they were afraid. 

36 They also which saw zt, told them by 
what means he that was possessed of the de- 
vils was healed. 

37 » Then the whole multitude of the country 
of the Gadarenes round about 4 besought him 
to depart from them ; for they were taken with 


© Rev. xx. 3.—? Matt. viii. 34——4 Acts xvi. 39. 


ST. LUKE. 


A diseased woman healed 
great fear; and he went up into woo. 
the ship, and returned back again. An. Olyap. 


38 Now ‘the man out of whom 
the devils were departed, besought him that 
he might be with him; but Jesus sent him 
away, saying, 

39 Return to thine own house, and show 
how great things God hath done unto thee. 
And he went his way, and published through- 
out the whole city, how great things Jesus had 
done unto him. 

40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus 
was returned, the people gladly received him; 
for they were all waiting for him. 

41 4 * And, behold, there came a man named 
Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue ; 
and he fell down at Jesus’ feet, and besought 
him that he would come into his house : 

42 For he had one only daughter, about 
twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But 
as he went the people thronged him. 

43 9 tAnd a woman, having an issue of 
blood twelve years, which had spent ali her 
living upon physicians, neither could be healed 
of any, 

44 Came behind him, and touched the bor- 
der of his garment ; and immediately her issue 


of blood stanched. 


r Mark v. 18.—— Matt. ix. 18; Mark vy. 22. t Matt. ix. 20. 


Verse 31. And they besought him that he would not 
command them to go out into the deep.| In the Chal- 
daic philosophy, mention is made of certain material 
demons, who are permitted to wander about on the 
earth, and are horribly afraid of being sent into abysses 
and subterranean places. Psellus says, De Demoni- 
bus: ‘These material demons fearing to be sent into 
abysses, and standing in awe of the angels who send 
them thither, if even a man threaten to send them thi- 
ther and pronounce the names of those angels whose 
office that is, it is inexpressible how much they will be 
affrighted and troubled. So great will their astonish- 
ment be, that they cannot discern the person that 
threatens them. And though it be some old woman or 
little old man that menaces them, yet so great is their fear 
that they depart as if the person who menaces had a 
power tokillthem.” See Stanley’s Chaldaic Philosophy. 

Verse 33. Then went the devils out of the man, and 
entered into the swine| Some critics and commenta- 
tors would have us to understand all this of the man 
himself, who, they say, was a most outrageous maniac ; 
and that, being permitted by our Lord, he ran after the 
swine, and drove them all down a precipice into the 
sea! This is solemn trifling indeed ; or, at least, trifling 
with solemn things, It is impossible to read over the 
account, as given here by Luke, and admit this mode 
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of explanation. The devils went out of the man, and 
entered into the swine; i. e. the madman ran after the 
swine! On this plan of interpretation there is nothing 
certain in the word of God; and every man may give 
it what meaning he pleases. Such comments are in- 
tolerable. 

Verse 34. They fled, and went and told it] Area- 
Govrec, They went, is omitted by almost every MS. of 
repute, and by the best of the ancient versions. Gries- 
bach leaves it out,-and with propriety too, as it is not 
likely that so correct a writer as Luke would say, 
They fled, and went and told it. 

Verse 40. Gladly recewved him] This is the proper 
import of the word aedefaro; therefore our transla- 
tors needed not to have put gladly in Italics, as though 
it were not expressed in the text. Raphelius gives 
several proofs of this zn loc. 

Verse 41. A man named Jairus] See these two 
miracles—the raising of Jairus’s daughter, and the 
cure of the afflicted woman—considered and explain- 
ed at large, on Matt.ix. 18-26, and Mark vy. 29-43. 

Verse 42. The people thronged him.] Xvverviyov 
avrov—almost suffocated him—so great was the throng 
about him. 

Verse 43. Spent all her living upon physicians] 
See the note on Mark v. 26. 

1 


The daughter of 


et 45 And Jesus said, Who touch- 


An. Olymp. ed me? When all denied, Peter 
and they that were with him said, 
Master, the multitude throng thee and press 
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 

46 And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched 
me; for I perceive " that virtue is gone out 
of me. 

47 And when the woman saw that she was 
not hid, she came trembling, and falling down 
before him, she declared unto him before all 
the people for what cause she had touched 
him, and how she was heaied immediately. 

48 And he said unto her, Daughter, be of 
good comfort : thy faith hath made thee whole; 
go in peace. 

49 91 y While he yet spake, there cometh 
one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, 
saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble 
not the Master. 


“Mark v. 30; chap. vi. 19. Y¥ Mark vy. 35.——w John xi. 


? 


Verse 46. I perceive that virtue] Avvauuy, Divine 
or miraculous power. This Divine emanation did not 
proceed always from Christ, as necessarily as odours 
do from plants, for then all who touched him must 
have been equally partakers of it. Of the many that 
touched him, this woman and none else received this 
Divine virtue ; and why? Because she came in faith. 
Faith alone attracts and receives the energetic influ- 
ence of God at all times. There would be more mi- 
racles, at least of spiritual healing, were there more 
faith among those who are called believers. 

Verse 54. He put them ail out] That is, the pipers 

and those who made a noise, weeping and lamenting. 
’ See Matt. ix. 23; Mark v. 38. Pompous funeral 
ceremonies are ridiculous in themselves, and entirely 
opposed to the spirit and simplicity of the religion of 
Christ. Every where they meet with his disapprobation. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Jawus raised to life. 


50 4 But when Jesus heard it, A.M. 4031. 
he answered him, saying, Fear An. Olymp. 
not; believe only, and she shall ————_— 
be made whole. 

51 And when he came into the house, he 
suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and 
James, and John, and the father and the mo- 
ther of the maiden. 

52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he 
said, Weep not; she is not dead, ¥ but sleepeth. 

53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing 
that she was dead. 

54 And he put them all out, and took her 
by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, * arise 

55 And her spirit came again, and she arose 
straightway : and he commanded to give her 
meat. 

56 And her parents were astonished; but 
¥ he charged them that they should tell no man 
what was done. 


x Chap. vii. 14; John xi. 43.—yY Matt. vill. 4; ix. 30; Mark 
v. 43. 


Verse 55. And he commanded to gwe her meat.} 
Though she was raised to life by a miracle, she was 
not to be preserved by a miracle. Nature is God’s 
great instrument, and he delights to work by it; nor 
will he do any thing by his sovereign power, in the 
way of miracle, that can be effected by his ordinary 
providence. Again, God will have us be workers 
together with him: he provides food for us, but he 
does not eat for us; we eat for ourselves, and are thus 
nourished on the bounty that God has provided. With- 
out the food, man cannot be nourished ; and, unless he 
eat the food, it can be of no use to him. So, God 
provides salvation for a lost world, and bestows it on 
every penitent believing soul; but he neither repents 
nor believes for any man. A man repents and be- 
lieves for himself, under the succours of God’s 


grace, 


CHAPTER IX. 


Christ sends his apostles to preach and work miracles, 1-6. 


Herod, hearing of the fame of Jesus, 1s per- 


plexed ; some suppose that John Baptist is risen from the dead ; others, that Elijah or one of the old 


prophets was come to life, 7-9. 


to a retired place, and the people follow him, 10, 11. 
He asks his discipies what the public think of him, 18-21. 
Shows the necessity of self-denial, and the importance of salvation, 23-25. 
The transfiguration, 27-36. 
The disciples contend who shall be greatesi, 46—48. 
devils in Christ’s name, but did not associate with the disciples, 49, 50. 

Of the man who wished to follow Jesus, 57, 58. 

Our Lord’s answer, 60-62. 


two fishes, 12-17. 
22. 
deny him before men, 26. 
his passion, 44, 45. 


not receive him, 51-56. 
who asks permission first to bury his father, 59. 
1 


The apostles return and relate the success of their mission. 


He goes 
He feeds five thousand men with five loaves and 
Foretells his passion, 
Threatens those who 
Cures a demoniac, 37-43. Again foretells 

Of the person who cast out 
Of the Samaritans who would 
He calls another disciple, 
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The twelve disciples sent 


brite (THEN ahe called his twelve dis- 
An. Olymp. ciples together, and gave them 


power and authority over all devils, 
and to cure diseases, 

2 And” he sent them to preach the kingdom 
of God, and to heal the sick. 

3 ¢And hesaiduntothem, Take nothing for your 
journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neice bread, 
neither money; neither have two coats apiece. 

4 4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there 
abide, and thence depart. 

5 © And whosoever will not receive you, when 
ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust 
from your feet for a testimony against them. 

6 © And they departed, and went through 
the towns, preaching the Gospel, and healing 


every where. 


A. M. 4032. i 
eae 7 9% Now Herod the tetrarch 


An, Olymp. heard of all that was done by him: and 
he was perplexed, because that it was 
said of some, that John was risen from the dead: 
8 And of some, that Elias had appeared; and 
of others, that one of the old prophets was risen 
again. | 
9 And Herod said, John have I beheaded : 


; Mark iii. 13; vi, 7, Matt. x. 7, 8; Mark vi. 
12; chap. x. M 9. © Matt. x. 9; Mark vi. 8; chap. x. 45 xxii. 
4 Matt. x. 11; Mark vi. 10. e Matt. x. 14, 


NOTES ON CHAP. IX. 

Verse 1. Power and authority] Avvajuv Kar ekov- 
c.av. The words properly mean here, the power to 
work miracles; and that authority by which the whole 
demoniac system was to be subjected to them. The 
reader will please to observe: 1. That Luke mentions 
both demons and diseases; therefore he was either 
mistaken, or demons and diseases are not the same. 
2. The treatment of these two was not the same :— 
the demons were to be cast out, the diseases to be 
healed. See Matt. x. 1. 

Verse 2. To preach the kingdom of God] For an 
explication of this phrase, see on Matt. ui. 1. 

Verse 3. Take nothing] See on Mark vi. 7, 8. 

Neither money] See on Matt. x. 9. 

Neither have two coats| Show that in all things ye 
are ambassadors for God; and go on his charges. 

Verse 4. There abide, and thence depart.| That is, 
remain in that lodging till ye depart from that city. 
Some MSS. and versions add yx, which makes the fol- 
lowing sense: There remain, and depart nov thence. 
See the note on Matt. x. 11. 

Verse 7. Herod the tetrarch] See on Matt. ii. 1; xiv. 1. 

By him| This is omitted by BCDL, two others, the 
Coptic, Sahidic, Armenian, and four of the Itala. It 
is probable that Luke might have written, Herod, hear- 
ing of all the things that were done, &c.; but Matthew 
says particularly, that it was the fame of Jesus of 
which he heard: chap. xiv. 1. 
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ST. LUKE. 


out to preach and to heal. 


but who is this, of whom I hear 4,™. 4092. 


such things? i And he desired to a oe 
see him. ponte inital 

10 % * And the apostles, when they were re- 
turned, told him all that they had done. ' And he 
took them, and went aside privately into a desert 
place belonging to the city called Bethsaida ; 

11 And the people, when they knew 7t, fol- 
lowed him; and he received them, and spake 
unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed 
them that had need of healing. 

12 § ™And when the day began to wear 
away, then came the twelve, and said unto 
him, Send the multitude away, that they may 
go into the towns and country round about, 
and lodge, and get victuals: for we are here 
in a desert place. 

13 But he said unto them, Give ye them to 
eat. And they said, We have no more but 
five loaves and two fishes; except we should 
go and buy meat for all this people. 

14 For they were about five thousand men. 
And he said to his disciples, Make them sit 
down by fifties in a company. 

15 And they did so, and made them all sit down. 


f Acts xiii. 51.—s Mark vi. 12. h Matt. xiv. 1; Mark vi. 
14. iChap. xxiil. 8. k Mark vi. 30.—! Matthew xiv. 13. 
m Matt. xiv, 15; Mark vi. 35; John vi. 1, 5. 


He was perplexed) He was greatly perpleced— 
dinroper’ from dca emphat. and aropew, I am in per- 
plexity, It is a metaphor taken from a traveller, who 
in his journey meets with several paths, one only of 
which leads to the place whither he would go; and, 
not knowing which to take, he is distressed with per- 
plexity and doubt. The verb comes from a, negative, 
and opoc, a way or passage. A guilty conscience is a 
continual pest:—Herod had murdered John, and he is 
terribly afraid, lest he should arise from the dead, and 
bring his deeds to light, and expose him to that punish- 
ment which he deserved. See Mark vi. 16. 

Verse 10. Told him all] Related distinctly—écnyn- 
cavto, from dia, through, and wysouqt, I declare: 
hence the whole of this Gospel, because of its relating 
every thing so particularly, is termed diyynotc, chap. 
i. 1, a particular and circumstantially detailed narra- 
tion, See on Mark vi. 30. 

Verse 11. The people—followed him] Observe here 
Jive grand effects of Divine grace. 1. The people 
are drawn to follow him. 2. He kindly receives them. 
3. He instructs them in the things of God. 4. He 
heals all their diseases. 5. He feeds their bodies and 
their souls, See Quesnel. Reader! Jesus is the same to 
the present moment. Follow him, and he will receive, 
instruct, heal, feed, and save thy soul unto eternal life. 

Verse 12. Send the multitude away] See this mi- 
racle explained at large, on the parallel places, Matt. 
xly. 15-21; Mark vi. 36-44. 

1 


The confession of Peter. 


are 16 Then he took the five loaves 


a chap. and the two fishes, and looking up 

to heaven, he blessed them, and 
brake, and gave to the disciples to set before 
the multitude. 

17 And they did eat, and were all filled: 
and there was taken up of fragments that re- 
mained to them, twelve baskets. 

18 4 > And it came to pass, as he was alone 
praying, his disciples were with him: and he 
asked them, saying, Whom say the people that 
Tam? 

19 They answering said, ° John the Baptist; 
but some say, Elias; and others say, that one 
of the old prophets is risen again. 

20 He said unto them, But whom say ye 
that lam? ? Peter answering said, The Christ 
of God. 

21 4 And he straitly charged them, and com- 
manded them to tell no man that thing ; 

22 Saying, * The Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be 
raised the third day. 

23 9 * And he said to them all, If any man 


2 Matt. xvi. 13; Mark viii. 27. © Matt. xiv. 2; verses 7, 8. 
P Matt. xvi. 16; John vi. 69. 4 Matt. xvi. 20. t Matt. xvi. 21; 
Xvi. 22. 5 Matt. x. 38; xvi. 24; Mark viii. 34; chap. xiv. 27. 


Verse 16. Then he took the five loaves] A minister 
of the Gospel, who is employed to feed souls, should 
imitate this conduct of Christ : 

1. He ought to exhort the people to hear with sedate 
and humble reverence. 

2. He should first take the dread of life himself, 
that he may be strengthened to feed others. 

3. He ought frequently to lift his soul to God, in 
order to draw down the Divine blessing on himself and 
his hearers. 

4. He should break the loaves—divide rightly the 
word of truth, and give to all such portions as are 
suited to their capacities and states. 

5. What he cannot perform himself, he should en- 
deavour to effect by the ministry of others; employ- 
ing every promising talent, for the edification of the 
whole, which he finds among the members of the 
Church of God. Under such a pastor, the flock of 
Christ will increase and multiply. See Quesnel. 

Verse 18. Whom say the people} Ol oyAo, the 
common people, i. e. the mass of the people. See 
this question considered on Matt. xvi. 13, &c. 

Verse 20. But whom say ye that Iam?) Whom 
do ye tell the people that 1am? What do ye preach 
concerning me? See also on Matt. xvi. 14; and see 
the observations at the end of this chapter. 

The Christ of God.| The Coptic and later Persic 
read, Thou art Christ God. After this comes in 
Peter’s confession of our Lord, as related Matt. xvi. 
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CHAP. IX. 


The importance of salvation. 


will come after me, let him deny eee 


himself, and take up his cross daily, An. Olymp. 
and follow me. re 

24 For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake, the same shall save it. 

25 ‘For what is a man advantaged, if he 
gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be 
cast away ? 

26 ™ For whosoever shall be ashamed of me, 
and of my words, of him shall the Son of man 
be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy 
angels. 

27 * But I tell you of a truth, there be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the kingdom of God. 

28 4 ~ And it came to pass about an eight 
days after these * sayings, he took Peter, and 
John, and James, and went up into a moun- 
tain to pray. 

29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his coun- 
tenance was altered, and his raiment was white 
and glistering. ‘ 

30 And, behold, 

t Matt. xvi. 26; Mark viii. 36. 


3013 2ohime ile: 
xvil. 1; Mark ix. 2. 


there talked with him 


u Matt. x. 33; Mark viii, 
v Matt. xvi. 28; Mark ix. jae: Matt. 
x Or, things. 


16, &c., where see the notes; and see also the obser- 
vations of Granville Sharp, Esq., at the end of this 
chapter. 

Verse 23. If any man will come after me] See on 
Matt. xvi. 24, and on Mark vii. 34, where the na- 
ture of proselytism among the Jews is explained. 

Daily| Kaf jpepav is omitted by many reputable 
MSS., versions, and fathers. It is not found in the 
parallel places, Matt. xvi. 24; Mark viii. 34. 

Verse 24. Will save his life] See on Matt. xvi 
24, &e. 

Verse 25. Lose himself] That is, his life or soul, 
See the parallel places, Matt. xvi. 25; Mark viii. 35, 
and especially the note on the former. 

Or be cast away 2| Or receive spiritual damage-~: 
n Cnutoderc. I have added the word spiritual here, 
which I conceive to be necessarily implied. Because, 
if a man received only temporal damage in some re- 
spect or other, yet gaining the whole world must am- 
ply compensate him. But if he should receive spiritual 
damage—hurt to his soul in the smallest degree, the 
possession of the universe could not indemnify him, 
Earthly goods may repair earthly losses, but they can- 
not repair any breach that may be made in the peace 
or holiness of the soul. See on Matt. xvi. 26. 

Verse 26. Ashamed of me] See on Mark viii. 38. 

Verse 28. About an eight days after] See the 
whole of this important transaction explained at large 
on Matt. xvii. 1-13. 
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The transfiguration, 


AM. 4082. two men, which were Moses and 
An, Olymp, Elias s 

; ESS 31 Who appeared in glory, and 
spake of his decease which he should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem. 

32 But Peter and they that were with him 
¥ were heavy with sleep : and when they were 
awake, they saw his glory, and the two men 
that stood with him. 

33 And it came to pass, as they departed 
from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is 
good for us to be here; and let us make three 
tabernacles ; one for thee, and one for Moses, 
and one for Elias ; not knowing what he said, 

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, 
and overshadowed them: and they feared as 
they entered into the cloud : 

85 And there came a voice out of the 
cloud, saying, * This is my beloved Son: 
*hear him, 

36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was 
found alone, » And they kept zt close, and told 
no man in those days any of those things which 
they had seen. 


a Acts ill. 22. 


y Dan. viii. 18; x. 9, 2 Matt. iu. 17, 


Verse 31. His decease] Tyv efodov avrov, That 
going oyt (or death) of his. That peculiar kind of 
death—its nature, circumstances, and necessity being 
considered, Instead of e&odov, thirleen MSS, have 
dogav, glory. They spoke of that glory of his, which 
he was ubout to fill up (xAnpovy) at Jerusalem. The 
Aithiopic unites both readings. The death of Jesus 
was his glory, because, by 2¢, he gained the victory 
over sin, death, and hell, and purchased salvation and 
eternal glory for a lost world, 

Verse 33. Jéis good for us to be here] Some MSS. 
add ravtore, It is good for us to be auways here. 

Verse 35. This is my beloved Son] Instead of 
6 ayarntoc, the beloved one, some MSS. and versions 
have exAextoc, the chosen one: and the Avthiopic trans- 
lator, as in several other cases, to be sure of the true 
reading, retains both. 

In whom I am well pleased, or have delighted—is 
added by some very ancient MSS, Perhaps this ad- 
dition is taken from Matt. xvii. 5. 

Verse 37. Much people] See on Matt. xvii. 14. 

Verse 39. A spirit taketh him, and he suddenly 
erieth out] Ivevwa AauBaver avrov. This very phrase 
is used by heathen writers, when they speak of super- 
natural influence, The following, from Herodotus, 
will make the matter, I hape, quite plain. Speaking 
of Scyles, king of the Scythians, who was more fond 
of Grecian manners and customs than of those of his 
countrymen, and who desired to be privately initiated 
into the Bacchic mysteries, he adds: ‘* Now because 
the Scythians reproach the Greeks with these Bac- 
chanals, and say that to imagine a god driving men 
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ST. LUKE. 


Christ cures a demoniac. 


37 1 ° And it came to pass, that 4, M. 4032 
on the next day, when they were An. eee 
come down from the hill, much es 
people met him, 

38 And, behold, a man of the company cried 
out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon 
my son: for he is mine only child. 

39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he sud- 
denly crieth out; and it teareth him that he 
foameth again, and bruising him, hardly de- 
parteth from him, 

40 And I besought thy disciples to cast him 
out: and they could not, 

41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be 
with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son hither. 

42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil 
threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the 
child, and delivered him again to his father, 

43 4 And they were all amazed at the 
mighty power of God. But while they won- 
dered every one at all things which Jesus did, 
he said unto his disciples, 


b Matt. xvii. 9. 


© Matt. xvii. 14; Mark ix. 14, 17. 


inte paroxysms of madness is not agreeable to sound 
reason, a certain Borysthenian, while the king was 
performing the ceremonies of initiation, went out, and 
discovered the matter to the Scythian army in these 
words: ‘Ye Scythians ridicule us because we cele- 
brate the Bacchanals, kat jueac 6 Seoe AAMBANEI, and 
the GoD possesses Us: but now the same demon, oitoc 
6 datuwy, has TAKEN Possession, AEAABHKE, of your 
king, for he celebrates the Bacchanals, and to tov 
eov patverat, is filled with fury by this god.” Herodot. 
l. iv. p. 250, edit. Gale. 

This passage is exceedingly remarkable. The very 
expressions which Luke uses here are made use of by 
Herodotus. A demon, daiwor, is the agent in the 
Greek historian, and a demon is the agent in the case 
mentioned in the text, ver. 42. In doth cases it is said 
the demon possesses the persons, and the very same 
word, AauBavet, is used to express this in both histori- 
ans. Both historians show that the possessions were 
real, by the effects produced in the persons: the hea- 
then king rages with fury through the influence of the 
demon called the god Bacchus; the person in the 
text screams out, (xpater,) is greatly convulsed, and 
foams at the mouth. Here was a real possession, 
and such as often took place among those who were 
worshippers of demons. 

Verse 42. The devil threw him down, and tare him.} 
See this case considered at large, on Matt. xvii. 15— 
18, and on Mark ix. 14-27. 

Verse 43. The mighty power] This majesty of God, 
Meyadecornte tou Ocov. They plainly saw that it was 
a case in which any power inferior to that of God 
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The necessity of humility. 


AM, ‘03? = 44 @ Let these sayings sink down 


. Gene into your ears: for the Son of 
— man shall be delivered into the 
hands of men. 

45 ° But they understood not this saying, 
and it was hid from them, that they perceived 
it not: and they feared to ask him of that 
saying. 

46 4 ‘Then there arose a reasoning among 
them, which of them should be greatest. 

47 And Jesus, petceiving the thought of their 
heart, took a child, and set him by him, 

48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall 
receive this child in my name receiveth me: 
and whosoever shall receive me receiveth him 
that sent me: '\for he that is least among you 
all, the same shall be great. 

49 § ‘And John answered and said, Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name; 


CHAP. IX. 


The Samaritans reject Christ. 


and we forbade him, because he mee 4032, 
followeth not with us. An. Olymp. 
50 And Jesus said unto him, For- ade 
bid him not: for * he that is not against us is 

for us. 

51 9 And it came to pass, when the time 
was come that !he should be received up, he 
steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 

52 And sent messengers before his face ; 
and they went, and entered into a village of 
the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 

53 And ™ they did not receive him, because 
his face was as though he would go to Je- 
rusalem. 

54 And when his disciples James and John 
saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we 
command fire to come down from heaven, and 
consume them, even as ™ Elias did? 

55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and 


d Matthew XVil. 22. © Mark ix. 32; chap. ii. 50; xviii. 34. 
£ Matt. xviii. 1; Mark ix: 34s Matt. x. 40; xviii. 5; Mark 
ix. 37; John xii. 44; xiii. 20. 


h Matt. xxiii. 11, 12. iMark ix. 38; see Num. xi. 28. 
k See Matt. xii. 30; chap. xi. 23——! Mark xvi. 19; Acts i. 2 
m John iv. 4, 9.——® 2 Kings i. 10, 12. 


could be of no avail; and they were deeply struck 
with the majesty of God manifested in the conduct of 
the blessed Jesus. 

Verse 44. Let these sayings sink down into your 
ears| Or, put these words into your ears. To other 
words, you may lend occasional attention—but to what 
concerns my sufferings and death you must ever listen. 
Let them constantly occupy a place in your most se- 
rious meditations and reflections. 

Verse 45. But they understood not] See the note 
on Mark ix, 32. 

Verse 46. There arose a reasoning] Fuonade de 
Stahoytouoc, A dialogue took place—one inquired, 
and another answered, and so on. See this subject 
explained on Matt. xviii. 1, &c. 

Verse 49. We forbade him] 
sidered on Mark ix. 38, &c. 

Verse 51. That he should be received up| Bishop 
Pearce says: “I think the word avaAmpew¢ must sig- 
nify, of Jesus’s retiring or withdrawing himself, and 
not of his being received up: because the word 
ovurAnpovodat, here used before it, denotes a time 
completed, which that of his ascension was not then. 
The sense is, that the time was come, when Jesus was 
no longer to retire from Judea and the parts about Je- 
rusalem as he had hitherto done ; for he had lived alto- 
gether in Galilee, lest the Jews should have laid hold 
on him, before the work of his ministry was ended, 
and full proofs of his Divine mission given, and some 
of the prophecies concerning him accomplished. John 
says, chap. vil. 1: Jesus walked in Galilee; for he 
would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to 
kill him. et it be observed, that all which follows 
here in Luke, to chap. xix. 45, is represented by him 
as done by Jesus in his last journey from Galilee to 
Jerusalem.” 


See this subject con- 
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He steadfastly set his face] That is, after proper 
and mature deliberation, he chose now to go up to 
Jerusalem, and firmly determined to accomplish his 
design. 

Verse 52. Sent messengers] Ayysdovc, angels, 
literally ; but this proves that the word angel signifies 
a messenger of any kind, whether Divine or human. 
The messengers in this case were probably James and 
John. 

Verse 53. His face was] They saw he was going 
up to Jerusalem to keep the feast ; (it was the feast of 
tabernacles, John vil. 2;) and knowing him thereby 
to be a Jew, they would afford nothing for his enter- 
tainment; for, in religious matters, the Samaritans 
and Jews had no dealings: see John iv. 9. The 
Samaritans were a kind of mongrel heathens; they 
feared Jehovah, and served other gods, 2 Kings xvii. 
34. They apostatized from the true religion, and per- 
secuted those who were attached to it. See an 
account of them, Matt. xvi. 1. Those only who have 
deserted the truth of God, or who are uninfluenced by 
it, hate them who embrace and act by it. When a 
man has once decidedly taken the road to heaven, he 
can have but little credit any longer in the world, 1 
John iii. 1. 

Verse 54. That we command fire] Vengeance 
belongs to the Lord. What we suffer for his sake, 
should be left to himself to reprove or punish. The 
insult is offered to him, not to us. See the note on 
Mark iii. 17. 

Verse 55. Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of.| Ye do not consider that the present is a dis 
pensation of infinite mercy and love; and that the 
design of God is not to destroy sinners, but to give 
them space to repent, that he may save them unto 
eternal life. And ye do not consider that the zeal 
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The Son of man hath 


A, M4082. said, Ye know not what manner of 


ae ae spirit ye are of. 

os 56 For °the Son of man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 
And they went to another village. 

57 9 ? And it came to pass, that, as they 
went in the way, a certain man said unto him, 
Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest. 

58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests ; but the 
Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 


© John iii. 17; xii. 47——P Matt. viii. 19——4 Matt. vin. 21. 


which you feel springs from an evil principle, being 
more concerned for your own honour than for the 
honour of God. ‘The disciples of that Christ who died 
for his enemies should never think of avenging them- 
selves on their persecutors. 

Verse 56. And they went to another village.] 
Which probably did entertain them; being, perhaps, 
without the Samaritan borders. 

The words, Ye know not of what spirit ye are; for 
the Son of man 1s not come to destroy men’s lives, but 
to save them, are wanting in ABCEGHLS-V, and in 
many others. Gresbach leaves the latter clause out 
of the text. It is probable that the most ancient MSS. 
read the passage thus: But he turned, and rebuked 
them, and said, Ye know not of what spirit ye are. 
And they went to another village. See the authori- 
ties in GRIESBACH. 

Verse 57. A certain man] He was a scribe. See 
on Matt. vill. 19-22. It is probable that this took 
place when Christ was at Capernawm, as Matthew re- 
presents it, and not on the way to Jerusalem through 
Samaria. 

Verse 61. Another also said] This circumstance is 
not mentioned by any of the other evangelists ; and 
Matthew alone mentions the former case, ver. 57, 58. 

Let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home] 
Exirpewov jot anoragsacbat tore ev¢ Tov otkov pov— Per- 
mit me to set in order my affairs at home. Those who 
understand the Greek text will see at once that it will 
bear this translation well; and that this is the most 
natural. This person seems to have had in view the 
case of Elisha, who made a similar request to the Pro- 
phet Elijah, 1 Kings xix. 19, 20, which request was 
granted by the prophet; but our Lord, seeing that this 
person had too much attachment to the earth, and that 
his return to worldly employments, though for a short 
time, was likely to become the means of stifling the 
good desires which he now felt, refused to grant him 
that permission. That which we object to the execu- 
tion of God’s designs is sometimes the very thing from 
which we should immediately disengage ourselves. 

Verse 62. Put his hand to the plough] Can any 
person properly discharge the work of the ministry 
who is engaged in secular employments? A farmer 
and a minister of the Gospel are incompatible charac- 
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59 1And he said unto another, pe 


Followme. But he said, Lord, suffer An. er 
me first to go and bury my father. : 

60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury 
their dead: but go thou and preach the king- 
dom of God. 

61 And another also said, Lord, * I will fol- 
low thee ; but let me first go bid them fare- 
well which are at home at my house. 

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, sand looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 


r See 1 Kings xix. 20, 21—— Gen. xix. 17, 21; 2 Pet. ii: 21. 


on a straight furrow if he look behind him ; so he who 
is employed in the work of the ministry cannot do the 
work of an evangelist, if he turn his desires to worldly 
profits. A good man has said: “ He who thinks it 
necessary to cultivate the favour of the world is not 
far from betraying the interests of God and his 
Church.” Such a person is not fit, evOetoc, properly 
disposed, has not his mind properly directed towards 
the heavenly inheritance, and is not fit to show the 
way to others. In both these verses there is a plain 
reference to the call of Elisha. See 1 Kings xix. 
19, &c. 


1. Consmerine the life of mortification and self- 
denial which Christ and his disciples led, it is surpris- 
ing to find that any one should voluntarily offer to be 
his disciple. But there is such an attractive influence 
in truth, and such a persuasive eloquence in the con- 
sistent steady conduct of a righteous man, that the 
first moust have admirers, and the latier, imitators. 
Christianity, as it is generally exhibited, has little 
attractive in it; and it is no wonder that the cross of 
Christ is not prized, as the blessings of it are not 
known ; and they can be known and exhibited by him 
only who follows Christ fully. 

2. It is natural for man to wish to do the work of 
God in his own spirit; hence he is ready to call down 
fire and brimstone from heaven against those who do 
not conform to his own views of things. A spirit of 
persecution is abominable. Had man the government 
of the world, in a short time, not only sects and par- 
ties, but even true religion itself, would be banished 
from the face of the earth. Meekness, long-suffering, 
and benevolence, become the followers of Christ ; and 
his followers should ever consider that his work can 
never be done but in his own spirit. 

Since the notes on Matthew were published, I have 
received from Granville Sharp, Esq., a short Treatise, 
entitled, Remarks on an important Text, (viz. Matt. 
xvi. 18,) which has long been perverted by the Church 
of Rome, IN SUPPORT OF HER VAIN AND BANEFUL PRE- 
TENSIONS TO A SUPERIORITY OR SUPREME DOMINION 
OVER ALL OTHER EPISCOPAL CHURCHES. 

As I should feel it an honour to introduce the name 
of such a veteran in the cause of religion, liberty, and 


ters. As a person who holds the plough cannot keep | learning, into my work, so it gives me pleasure to 


426 


1 


Observations on the pretended 


insert the substance of his tract here, as forming a 
strong argument against a most Anti-christian doctrine. 

“And I also say unto thee, That thou art PE- 
TER; and upon this ROCK I will build my Church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Matt. xvi. 18. 

“The Greek word retpoc (Petros or Peter) does 
not mean a rock, though it has, indeed, a relative 
meaning to the word merpa, a rock; for it signifies 
only a little piece of a rock, or-a stone, that has been 
dug out of a rock; whereby the dignity of the real 
foundation intended by our Lord, which he expressed 
by the prophetical figure of Petra, (a rock,) must 
necessarily be understood to bear a proportionable su- 
periority of dignity and importance above the other 
preceding word, Petros; as petra, a real rock, is, 
comparatively, superior to a mere stone, or particle 
from the rock; because a rock is the regular figura- 
tive expression in Holy Scripture for a Divine Pro- 
tector: *poo mm Jehovah (is) my rock, (2 Sam. xxii. 
2, and Psa. xviii. 2.) Again, “x ‘NOX, my God (is) 
my rock; (2 Sam. xxii. 2, and Psa. xviii. 2;) and 
again, ynbyx yan xD), and who (is) a rock 
except-our God? 2 Sam. xxii. 32. 

** Many other examples may be found throughout 
the Holy Scriptures ; but these six alone are surely 
sufficient to establish the true meaning of the figura- 
tive expression used by our Lord on this occasion; 
as they demonstrate that nothing of less importance 
was to be understood than that of our Lord’s own 
Divine dignity, as declared by St. Peter in the prece- 
ding context—* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God I 

“That our Lord really referred to this declaration 
of Peter, relating to his own Divine dignity, as being 
the true rock, on which he would build his Church, is 
established beyond contradiction by our Lord himself, 
in the clear distinction which he maintained between 
the stone (xetpoc, petros) and the rock, (metpa, petra,) 
by the accurate grammatical terms in which both these 
words are expressly recorded. (For whatsoever may 
have been the language in which they were really 
spoken, perhaps in Chaldee or Syriac, yet in this point 
the Greek record is our only authoritative instructer.) 
The first word, wetpoc, being a masculine noun, signi- 
fies merely a stone; and the second word, mezpa, 
though it is a feminine noun, cannot signify any thing 
of less magnitude and importance than a rock, or 
strong mountain of defence. The true meaning of 
the name was at first declared by our Lord to be 
Cephas, a stone; and a learned commentator, Edward 
Leigh, Esq., asserts that retpo¢ doth always signify a 
STONE, never a rock. Critica Sacra, p. 325. 

“ With respect to the first—The word zezpoc, 
petros, in its highest figurative sense of a stone, when 
applied to Peter, can represent only one true believer, 
or faithful member of Christ’s Church; that is, one out 
of the great multitude of true believers in Christ, who, 
as figurative stones, form altogether the glorious 
spiritual building of Christ’s Church, and noi the fown- 
dation on which that. Church is built; because that 
figurative character cannot, consistently with truth, 
be applied td any other person than to God, or to 
Christ alone, as I have already demonstrated by seve- 
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ral undeniable texts of Holy Scripture. And though 
even Christ himself is sometimes, in Holy Scripture, 
called a stone, (Avboc, but not retpoc,) yet, whenever 
this figurative expression is applied to him, it is always 
with such a clear distinction of superiority over all 
other figurative stones as will not admit the least idea 
of any vicarial stone to be substituted in his place; as, 
for instance: He is called ‘the head stone of the 
corner,’ (Psa. exvili. 22,) ‘in Zion a precious corner 
stone, (Isa. xxviii. 16,) by whom alone the other 
living stones of the spiritual house are rendered 
‘ acceptable to God ;’ as St. Peter himself (previous to 
his citation of that text of Isaiah) has clearly declared 
in his address to the Churches dispersed throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia ; 
wherein he manifestly explains that very text of 
Isaiah, as follows :—‘ Ye also, (says the apostle,) ‘ as 
living stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spritual sacrifices ACCEPTABLE 
To Gop, By’ (or through) ‘Jesus Curist.’ (1 Pet. i. 
5.) Thus plainly acknowledging the true foundation, 
on which the other living stones of the primitive 
catholic Church were built, in order to render them 
“acceptable to God, as ‘a holy priesthood.’ 

And the apostle then proceeds (in the very next 
verse) to his citation of the above-mentioned text 
from Isaiah :—‘ Wherefore alsc,’ (says he, ver. 6,) ‘it 
is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a 
CHIEF CORNER STONE, elect, precious; and he that be- 
lieveth on him’ (er avtw, on him, that is, on Jesus 
Christ, the only cHIEF CORNER sTONE) ‘ shall not be 
confounded. Unto you, therefore, which believe’ (he) 
‘Is PRECIOUS,’ (or, an honour; as rendered in the 
margin,) ‘ but unto them which be disobedient’ (he is, 
de, also) ‘the stone which the builders disallowed, the 
same’ (ovroc, for there is no other person that can be 
entitled to this supreme distinction in the Church) ‘zs 
made the HEAD OF THE CORNER.’ 

“From this whole argument of St. Peter, it is 
manifest that there cannot be any other true head of 
the Church than Christ himself; so that the pretence 
for setting up a vicarial head on earth, is not only 
contrary to St. Peter’s instruction to the eastern 
Churches, long after Christ’s ascent into heaven; but 
also (with respect to the inexpediency and impropriety 
of acknowledging such a vicar on earth as the Roman 
pretender) is equally contrary to our Lord’s own 
instruction to his disciples (and, of course, also con- 
trary to the faith of the true primitive catholic Church 
throughout the whole world) when he promised them, 
that, ‘ Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name’ (said our Lord Jesus, the true rock of the 
Church) ‘ there am Iin the midst of them,’ Matt. xviii. 20. 

“So that the appointment of any ‘ vicar on earth,’ 
to represent that rock or eternal head of the Church 
whose continual presence, even with the smallest con- 
gregations on earth, is so expressly promised, would 
be not only superfluous and vain, but must also be 
deemed a most ungrateful affront to the benevolent 
Promiser of his continual presence; such as must 
have been suggested by our spiritual enemies to pro- 
mote an apostasy from the only sure foundation, on 
which the faith, hope, and confidence of the true ca- 
tholic Church can be built and supported ! 
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‘“‘ Thus, I trust that the true sense of the first noun, 
metpoc, a stone, is here fairly stated; and also, its 
relative meaning to the second noun, Te7Tpa, a rock, as 
far as it can reasonably be deemed applicable to the 
Apostle Peter. 

“ And a due consideration also of the second noun, 
metpa, a rock, will produce exactly the same effect ; 
that is, it will demonstrate that the supreme title of 
the rock, which, in other texts of Holy Scripture, is 
applied to Jehovah, or God, alone, (as I have already 
shown,) most certainly was not intended by our Lord 
to be understood as applicable to his disciple Peer ; 
but only to that true testimony which St. Peter had 
just before declared, concerning the Divine dignity of 
the Messiah—‘ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
liwing God.’ 

“ T have already remarked that werpa (a rock) is a 
feminine noun; and‘a clear distinction is maintained 
between zerpoc, the masculine noun, in this text, and 
the said feminine noun erpa, the rock, by the gram- 
matical terms in which the latter, in its relatives and 
articles, is expressed, which are all regularly feminine 
throughout the whole sentence ; and thereby they de- 
monstrate that our Lord did not intend that the new 
appellation, or nominal distinction, which he had just 
before given to Simon, (viz. zeTpoc, the masculine noun 
in the beginning of the sentence,) should be construed 
as the character of which he spoke in the next part 
of the sentence; for, if he had really intended that 
construction, the same masculine noun, metpoc, must 
necessarily have been repeated in the next part of the 
sentence with a masculine pronoun, Viz. ext TovTY Tw 
mTeTp@, instead of ex: ravty Ty TeTpa, the present text ; 
wherein, on the contrary, not only the gender is 
changed from the masculine to the feminine, but also 
the figurative character itself, which is as much supe- 
rior, in dignity, to the Apostle Simon, and also to his 
new appellative metpoc, as a rock is superior to a 
mere stone. or the word retpo¢ cannot signify any 
thing more than a stone; so that the popish applica- 
tion to Peter, (or wetpoc,) as the foundation of Christ's 
Church, is not only inconsistent with the real meaning 
of the appellative which Christ, at that very time, 
conferred upon him, and with the necessary gramma- 
tical construction of it, but also with the figurative 
importance of the other word, metpa, the rock; em 
TavTy TH TeTpG, ‘upon this rock ;’ the declared founda- 
tion of the Church, a title of dignity, which (as I have 
already shown by several texts of Scripture) is appli- 
cable only to God or to Christ. 

“And be pleased to observe farther, that the appli- 
cation of this supreme title (the rock) to Peter, is 
inconsistent (above all) with the plain reference to the 
preceding CONTEXT, made by our Lord in the beginning 
of this very verse—‘Anp J atso say unto thee’— 
which manifestly points out (both by the copulative 
‘and,’ and the connective adverb ‘also’) the insepara- 
ble connection of this verse with the previous declara- 
tion of Peter, concerning our Lord’s Divine dignity in 
the preceding sentence—‘ Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God ;’ and thereby demonstrates that our 
Lord’s immediate reply (‘ann I atso say unto thee, 
&c.) did necessarily include this declaration of Peter, 
as heing the principal object of the sentence—the 
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true foundation, or rock, on which alone the catholic 
Church can be properly built ; because our faith im 
Christ (that he is truly ‘ the Son of the living God’) 
is unquestionably the only security or rock of our 
salvation. 

‘«‘ And Christ was also the rock even of the primi- 
tive Church of Israel ; for St. Paul testifies, that ‘they’ 
(i. e. the hosts of Israel) ‘ did all drink of that spi- 
ritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual rock 
that followed them, and that rock was Curist,’ 1 Cor. 
x. 4. And the apostle, in a preceding chapter, (1 Cor. 
iii. 11,) says, ‘ Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Curist.’ 

“In the margin of our English version of 1 Cor. x. 
4, instead of ‘followed them, we find, ‘went with 
them ;’ which is not only the literal meaning of the 
Greek, ‘ followed them, but it is also unquestionably 
true that Christ was, in a more particular manner, the 
rock of their defence, when he ‘ followed them,’ than 
when he ‘ went before them,’ as related in Exod. xii. 
21.—‘ And the Lord’ (in the Hebrew, expressly, Je- 
hovah) ‘ weNT BEForE THEM by day in a pillar of a 
cloud to LEAD THEM the way, and by mght in a pillar 
of fire’ &c. Yet, afterwards, a necessary change was 
made by the Protector of the hosts of Israel, in his 
military manceuvres with the two marching armies, as 
we are informed in the next chapter, xiv. 19. For 
though, at first, ‘he went Berore the camp of Israel,’ 
yet he afterwards ‘removed, and went BEHIND them ; 
and the pillar of the cloud removed from before them, 
and stood’ (or rather, was stationed in the order of 
marching) ‘ behind them.’ Which is properly express- 
ed by St. Paul (in the above-cited text, 1 Cor. x. 4) 
as ‘the rock that followed them.’ For Christ was 
more particularly ‘ a rock of defence to Israel,’ by tnis 
changed maneuvre in following them; because he 
thereby prevented the pursuit of their cruel enemies, 
the standing armies of the Egyptian tyrant. 

‘“ T must remark, however, that in the text, which 
is parallel to St. Paul’s testimony that Christ was the 
rock which followed, viz. Exod. xiv. 19, 20, Christ is 
not mentioned under the supreme title of Jehovah, (as 
in the preceding chapter, ver. 21,) but only as ‘an 
angel of God.’ But the angel appointed to this most 
gracious and merciful purpose of the Almighty was 
really of a supreme Divine dignity, infinitely superior 
to all other angels. For (in another parallel text on 
the same subject, wherein the title of angel is also 
given, viz. Exod. xxiii. 20 to 23,) God declared, say- 
ing, ‘My name is in him, (viz. the name Jehovah, 
signifying all time, past, present, and future, or the 
eternal Being.) —* Behold,’ (said God to the hosts of 
Israel,) ‘J send an ANGEL’ (or a messenger) ‘ before 
thee, to keep thee in the way,’ (the object of intention 
before described,) ‘and to bring thee into the place 
which I have prepared. Beware of him, [or rather, 
watch, (thyself,) or be respectful before him, 199 or 
in his presence,| ‘ and obey his voice,’ (i. e. the worD 
of God, the true character of Christ, even before the 
creation ;) ‘ provoke him not,’ (or rather, murmur not, 
against him,) ‘for he will not pardon your transgres- 
sions, for MY NAME Is IN HIM,’ (not placed wpon him, as 
the outward tokens of mere temporary authority are 
given, to be exhibited like the insignia of nobility, or 
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robes of magistrates, but really ‘in him,’ \34D3 ‘within 
him; i. e. thoroughly included in his personal exist- 
ence.) ‘ But if thou shalt indeed obey uis voice, (i. e. 
‘the word of God,’ the true figurative character of the 
Son of God,) ¢ and shalt do all that I speax,’ (for it is 
Jehovah, the Lord God, that speaketh in Christ,) ‘then 
I will be an enemy to thine enemies, &c. It is there- 
fore unquestionably evident, from the examination of 
all these texts, that Christ, whom St. Paul has declared 
to be ‘ the rock that followed’ the Israelites, was also 
the Lord, or Jehovah, (as he is expressly called in the 
first text here cited, Exod. xiii. 21,) that ‘ went before’ 
the Israelites ‘dy day, in a pillar of a cloud, to lead 
them in ‘ the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, &c., 
as expressly declared in the first text cited in this 
note ; and, therefore, an attempt to set up any mere 
mortal man, as the rock or foundation of the true 
catholic Church, must be attributed either to extreme 
ignorance of the Holy Scriptures, or to extreme 
wickedness ; but certainly, also, to the delusions of 
spiritual enemies.” 

That the power of the keys, or of binding and 
loosing, belonged equally to all the apostles, the 
author goes on to prove. 

“ But there is a testimony of high authority, which 
renders it unquestionable that this declaration of our 
Lord respecting the power of ‘ binding and loosing, 
related ‘ to them,’ (the other disciples,) ‘as well as to 
him :’—even another declaration, made by our Lord 
himself, ‘to his disciples, respecting the same iden- 
tical power, which our Lord attributed equally to all 
the disciples then present. 

“The particular discourse of our Lord to which I 
now refer seems to have been made at Capernaum, 
after the miracle of the fish (bearing the tribute 
money in his mouth) which Peter was sent to catch ; 
as related in the 17th chapter of St. Matthew. And 
in the beginning of the very next chapter (the 18th) 
we are informed as follows :—‘ At the SAME TIME came 
the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven?’ Our Lord’s answer to this 
question (wherein he urges the necessity of a humi- 
liation like that of little children, as the proper dispo- 
sition to qualify mankind for the kingdom of heaven) 
is continued from the 2d verse to the 14th verse of 
this chapter ; which shows that the disciples, in gene- 
ral, were still present, as they would certainly wait 
for the desired answer to their own question; and 
then our Lord immediately afterwards proceeded to 
instruct them (from the 15th to the 17th verse) in the 
general duty of behaviour towards a brother that has 
trespassed against us. After which our Lord added, 
(in the 18th verse,) ‘ Verily I say unto you, (vu, a 
plural pronoun, which must refer unto all the disciples 
that were then assembled,) ‘ Whatsoever YE SHALL 
BIND on earth,’ (dnonte, a verb in the second person 
plural, plainly including all the disciples that were then 
present,) ‘ shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever 
YE SHALL Loose on earth, (Avonre, another plural 
verb,) ‘ shall be loosed in heaven.’ 

“ This is exactly the power of the keys, which the 
Church of Rome has, most absurdly, attributed to St. 
Peter alone, in order to invest the bishops of Rome 
(on the vain pretence of their being St. Peter’s suc- 
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cessors) with an exclusive claim to all these ecclesi- 
astical privileges of dinding and loosing, which our 
Lord manifestly, in this parallel text, attributed to all 
his faithful apostles, without any partial distinction. 

“* But the importance of examining, not only paral- 
lel texts, but also more particularly the conteat, of any 
difficult sentence in Holy Scripture, for a more easy 
comprehension of the true meaning, is clearly exem- 
plified in the examination of the first text in question 
viz. Matt. xvi. 18, 19; for we are informed in the 
very next verse, the 20th, that our Lord ‘ rHEn charged 
his disciples, (rote, then, that is, immediately after his 
discourse about the rock and keys,) ‘that they should 
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ ;? manifestly 
referring to the first circumstance of the context con- 
cerning himself, viz. the declaration of Peter, ‘ Thou 
art the Christ,’ &c. (Matt. xvi. 16,) in answer to his 
own question to all the disciples—‘ Whom say ye that 
Lam? 

“That this question was not addressed to Peter 
alone is manifest by the plural pronoun and verb, 
(ipere Aeyete,) ‘ Whom say ve that I am? And there- 
fore St. Peter’s answer must be considered as intended 
not merely for himself, but also for his brethren, the 
other faithful witnesses of Christ’s miracles and doc- 
trines; so that the substance of this answer— Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God’—must ne- 
cessarily be understood as the true foundation or rock 
of the Catholic Church, revealed to Peter by our hea- 
venly Father, as stated in the 17th and 18th verses. 

‘“‘ This declaration, therefore, that he was the Christ, 
was manifestly the subject of our Lord’s charge to the 
disciples, that ‘ they should tell no man ;’ that is, not 
until after the time of his sufferings and death, which 
were the next topics in the continuation of his dis- 
course. The declaration of Peter, therefore, demon- 
strated the true foundation, or rock, of the Church, 
which (as Christ himself testified) our heavenly Father 
had revealed to Peter. And it is also remarkable, that 
the very next discourse of our Lord to his disciples, 
recorded in the context, (ver. 21,) should produce that 
severe censure against Peter, which still farther de- 
monstrated that Peter could not be the rock on which 
Christ’s Church was to be built. (Matt. xvi. 21.)— 
‘From that time forth’ (amo tote) ‘began Jesus to 
show unto his disciples how that he must go unto Je- 
rasalem, and surreR many things of the elders, and 
chief priests, and scribes, and BE KILLED,’ (all the pre- 
dicted consequences of his being the Curist, the cha- 
racter which Peter himself had declared,) ‘and’ (that 
he should) ‘be raised again the third day. Then Pe- 
ter took him,’ (ver. 22,) ‘and began to rebuke him, 
saying, Be it far from thee, Lord,’ (or, rather, accord- 
ing to the Greek original, as rendered in the margin— 
‘ Pity thyself, Lord’)—*‘ this shall not be unto thee. 
But he’ (Christ, ver. 23) ‘turned and said unto Peter,’ 
[tT merpw, the same appellative (signifying a stone, or 
a small part of a rock) which was given to Peter by 
our Lord, in the 18th verse]—‘ Get thee behind me, 
Satan, (said our Lord,) thou art an offence unto me $ 
for thou savourest not the things that be of God; but 
those that be of men.’ 

“Thus a fair examination and comparison of the 
Peehole context, completely sets aside the vain suppo- 
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Christ commissions and sends 


sition of the Romish Church, that Peter was the rock 
of Christ’s Church. And I sincerely hope that a simi- 


ST. LUKE. 


forth seventy disciples. 


again this long-disputed question, on which they have 


| vainly set up the pretended supremacy of the Romish 


lar attention to this whole context may prevent any| Church above all other episcopal Churches; and 
future attempts, that might otherwise be prompted by| that it may be silenced, and set at rest, for ever 
the prejudices of Roman Catholics, to bring forward | hereafter.” 


CHAPTER X. 


Christ appoints seventy disciples to go before him, two by two, to preach, heal, §c., 1-12. Pronounces woes 


on Chorazin and Capernaum, 13-16. 


The seventy return, and give account of their mission, 17-20. 


Christ rejoices that the things which were hidden from the wise and prudent had been revealed unto babes, 


and shows the great privileges of the Gospel, 21-24. 
The story of the good Samaritan, 30-37. 


life, and is answered, 25-29. 
Mary, 38-42. 


a ie ke AFTER these things, the Lord 

appointed other seventy also, 
and * sent them two and two before 
his face, into every city and place, whither he 
himself would come. 

2 Therefore said he unto them, » The har- 
vest truly zs great, but the labourers are few : 
* pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth labourers into his 
harvest. 


An. Olymp. 
CCI. 4. 


a Matt. x. 1; Mark vi. 7. b Matthew ix. 37, 38; John iv. 35, 
¢2 Thess. ii. 1. 4d Matt. x. 16. 


NOTES ON CHAP. X. 

Verse 1. The Lord appointed other seventy] Ra- 
ther, seventy others, not other seventy, as our transla- 
tion has it, which seems to intimate that he had ap- 
pointed seventy before this time, though, probably, the 
word other has a reference to the twelve chosen first : 
he not only chose twelve disciples to be constantly 
with him; but he chose seventy others to go before 
him. Our blessed Lord formed every thing in his 
Church on the model of the Jewish Church ; and why? 
Because it was the pattern shown by God himself, the 
Divine form, which pointed out the heavenly substance 
which now began to be established in its place. As 
he before had chosen twelve apostles, in reference to 
the twelve patriarchs, who were the chiefs of the twelve 
tribes, and the heads of the Jewish Church, he now 
publicly appointed (for so the word avedectev means) 
seventy others, as Moses did the seventy elders whom 
he associated with himself to assist him in the govern- 
ment of the people. Exod. xviii. 19; xxiv. 1-9. 
These Christ sent by two and two: 1. To teach them 
the necessity of concord among the ministers of right- 
eousness. 2. That in the mouths of two witnesses 
every thing might be established. And, 3. That they 
might comfort and support each other in their difficult 
labour. See on Mark vi. 7. Several MSS. and ver- 
sions have seventy-two. Sometimes the Jews chose 
six out of each tribe : this was the number of the great. 
Sanhedrin. The names of these seventy disciples are 
found in the margin of some ancient MSS., but this 
authority is questionable. 
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A lawyer inquires how he shall inherit eternal 
The account of Martha and 


3°Go™ your, ways: * behold, EF 4,™. 40s 
send you forth as lambs among ee we 
wolves. es 

4 © Carry neither purse, nor serip, nor shoes : 
and f salute no man by the way. 

5 8 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first 
say, Peace be to this house. 

6 And if the son of peace be there, your 
peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall tum 
to you again. 


e Matt. x. 9,10; Mark vi. 8; chap. ix. 3——*f2 Kings iv. 29. 
& Matt. x. 12. 


Verse 2. That he would send forth] ExBadn.— 
There seems to be an allusion here to the case of reap- 
ers, who, though the harvest was perfectly ripe, yet 
were in no hurry to cut it down. News of this is 
brought to the Lord of the harvest the farmer, and he 
is entreated to exert his authority, and hurry them out; 
and this he does because the harvest is spoiling for 
want of being reaped and gathered in. See the notes 
on Matt lix237,, 38: 

Verse 3. Lambs among wolves.| See on Matt. x. 16. 

Verse 4. Carry neither purse nor scrip} See on 
Matt. x. 9, &c., and Mark vi. 8, &c. 

Salute no man by the way.| According to a canon 
of the Jews, a man who was about any sacred work 
was exempted from all civil obligations for the time ; 
forasmuch as obedience to God was of infinitely great- 
er consequence than the cultivation of private friend- 
ships, or the returning of civil compliments. 

Verse 5. Peace be to this house.| See on Matt. 
Kyl? 

Verse 6. The son of peace] In the Jewish style, 
aman who has any good or bad quality is called the 
son of it. Thus, wise men are called the children of 
wisdom, Matt. xi. 19; Luke vii. 35. So, likewise, 
what a man is doomed to, he is called the son of, as 
in Eph. ii. 3, wicked men are styled the children of 
wrath: so Judas is called the son of perdition, John 
xvii. 12; and a man who deserves to die is called,-2 
Sam. xii. 5, a son of death. Son of peace in the text 
not only means a peaceable, quiet man, but one also of 
good report for his uprightness and benevolence. It 


He instructs them in 


Et ‘3% 7 © And in the same house remain, 
4 Oly. } eating and drinking such things as 

they give: for *the labourer is 
worthy of his hire. Go not from house to 
house. 


8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and 
they receive you, eat such things as are set 
before you: 

9 ! And heal the sick that are therein, and 
say unto them, ™ The kingdom of God is come 
nigh unto you. 

10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and 
they receive you not, go your ways out into 
the streets of the same, and say, 

11 " Even the very dust of your city, which 
cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: 
notwithstanding, be ye sure of this, that the 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 

12 But I say unto you, that °it shall be 
more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for 
that city. 

13 »? Wo unto thee, Chorazin! wo unto 


h Matt. x. 11.——i1 Cor. x. 27. & Matt. x. 10; 1 Cor. ix. 
4, &c.; 1 Tim. v. 18.— Chap. ix. 2——™ Matt. ili. 2; iv. 17; 
= 7; ver. 11—— Matt. x. 14; chap. ix.5; Acts xiii. 51; xviii. 
© Matt. x. 15; Mark vi. il. P Matt. xi. 21. a Ezek. 
a 6.— Matt. xi. 23. 


would have been a dishonour to this mission, had the 
missionaries taken up their lodgings with those who 
had not a good report among them who were without. 

Verse 7. The labourer 1s worthy] See on Matt x. 
8 and 12. 

Go not from house to house.| See on Matt. x. 11. 
It would be a great offence among the Hindoos if a 
guest, after being made welcome at a house, were to 
leave it and go to another. 

Verse 9. The kingdom of God is come nigh unto 
you.| E@ tac, 1s gust upon you. This was the 
general text on which they were to preach all their 
sermons. See it explained, Matt. iii. 2. 

Verse 11. Even the very dust of your city] 
on Matt. x. 14, 15. 

Verse 13. Wo unto thee, Chorazin !] See on Matt. 
xi. 21-24. 

Verse 15. To hell.| To hades. 
ed, Matt. xi. 23. 

Verse 16. He that despiseth you, despiseth el 
“The holy, blessed God said: ‘ Honour my statutes, 
for they are my ambassadors: and a man’s ambassador 
is like to himself. If thou honour my precepts, it is 
the same as if thou didst honour me ; and if thou des- 
pise them, thou despisest me.” R. Tancum. “ He 
that murmurs against his teacher is the same as if he 
had murmured against the Divine Shekinah.” San- 
hedrin, fol. 110. 

Verse 17. The seventy returned again with joy] 
Bishop Pearce thinks they returned while our Lord 

1 


See 


See this explain- 


CHAP. 'X: 


relation to their conduct. 


thee, Bethsaida! 4 for if the mighty 4. A 
works had been done in Tyre and An. sae 
Sidon, which have been done in wits 

you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting 
in sackcloth and ashes, 

14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 

15 * And thou, Capernaum, which art * ex- 
alted to heaven, t shalt be thrust down to hell. 

16 “He that heareth you, heareth me; and 
v he that despiseth you, despiseth me ; “and he 
that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me. 

17 {| And * the seventy returned again with 
joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject 
unto us through thy name. 

18 And he said unto them, ¥ I beheld Satan 
as lightning fall from heaven. 

19 Behold, 7 I give unto you power to tread 
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you. 

20 Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that 


sSee Gen. xi.4; Deut. i. 28; Isa. xiv. 13; Jer. li. 53—_—t See 
Ezek. xxvi. 20; xxxii. 18. “u Matt. x. 40’; Mark ix. 37; John 
xiii. 20. vy Thess. iv. 8. w John v. 23. x Verse ile 
y John xii. 31; xvi.11; Rev. ix.1; xii. 8, 9. z Mark xvi. 18 ; 
Acts xxviii. 5 


was on his slow journey to Jerusalem, and that they 
had been absent only a few days. 

Verse 18. I beheld Satan] Or, Satan himself,— 
tov Latavayv, the very Satan, the supreme adversary,— 
falling as lightning, with the utmost suddenness, as a 
flash of lightning falls from the clouds, and at the 
same time in the most observable manner. ‘The fall 
was both very sudden and very apparent. Thus 
should the fall of the corrupt Jewish state be, and thus 
was the fall of idolatry in the Gentile world. 

Verse 19. To tread on serpents, &c.| It is possible 
that by serpents and scorpions our Lord means the 
scribes and Pharisees, whom he calls serpents and a 
brood of vipers, Matt. xxiii. 33, (see the note there,) 
because, through the subtilty and venom of the old 
serpent, the devil, they opposed him and his doctrine ; 
and, by trampling on these, it is likely that he means, 
they should get a complete victory over such: as it 
was an ancient custom to trample on the kings and 
generals who had been taken in battle, to signify the 
complete conquest which had been gained over them. 
See Josh. x. 24. See also Rom. xvi. 20. See the notes 
on Mark xvi. 17, 18. 

Verse 20. Because your names are written in 
heaven.| This form of speech is taken from the ancient 
custom of writing the names of all the citizens in a 
public register, that the several families might be 
known, and the inheritances properly preserved. This 
custom is still observed even in these kingdoms, though 
not particularly noticed. Every child that is born in 
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Dwine things revealed to babes. 


A, M4032. the spirits are subject unto you; 
An, Oiymp. but rather rejoice, because * your 
COl4 names are written in heaven. 

21 4 >In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, 
and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes: even so, Father ; 
for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

22 © All 4 things are delivered to me of my 
Father: and * no man knoweth who the Son 
is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal 
him. 

23 9 And he turned him unto his disciples, 
and said privately, Blessed are the eyes which 
see the things that ye see: 

24 For I tell you, * that many prophets and 


a Exod. xxxii. 32; Psa. lxix. 28; Isa. iv.3; Dan. xii. 1; Phil. 
iv. 3; Heb. xii. 23; Rev. xiii. 8; xx. 12; xxi. 27. 26 Matt. 
xi. 25. © Matt. xxviii. 18; John ili, 35; v. 27; xvil. 2. 
4 Many ancient copies add these words, And turning to his dis- 


the land is ordered to be registered, with the names of 
its parents, and the time when born, baptized, or re- 
gistered; and this register is generally kept in the 
parish church, or in some public place of safety. Such 
a register as this is called in Phil. iv. 3; Rev. iil. 5, 
&c., the book of life, i. e. the book or register where 
the persons were enrolled as they came into life. It 
appears also probable, that when any person died, or 
behaved improperly, his name was sought out and eras- 
ed from the book, to prevent any confusion that might 
happen in consequence of improper persons laying 
claim to an estate, and to cut off the wnworthy from 
the rights and privileges of the peaceable, upright 
citizens. To this custom of blotting the names of de- 
ceased and disorderly persons out of the public regis- 
ters, there appear to be allusions, Exod. xxxii. 32, 
where see the note; and Rev. iii. 5; Deut. ix. 14; 
xxv. 19; xxix. 20; 2 Kings xiv. 27; Psa. xix. 28; 
cix. 13, and in other places. 

Verse 21. Rejoiced in spirit] Was truly and hearti- 
ly joyous: felt an inward triumph. But rw mvevuare, 
Tw dytw, the Hony Spirit, is the reading here of 
BCDKL, six others; the three Syriac, later Persic, 
Coptic, Aithiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, all the tala 
except one, and Augustin and Bede. 'These might 
be considered sufficient authority to admit the word 
into the text. 

I thank thee] Bishop Pearce justly observes, the 
thanks are meant to be given to God for revealing 
them to babes, not for hiding them from the others. 
See on Matt. xi. 25. 

Thou hast hid] That is, thou hast not revealed them 
to the scribes and Pharisees, who idolized their own 
wisdom ; but thou hast revealed them to the simple 
and humble of heart. 

Verse 22. The Codex Alexandrinus, several other 
very ancient MSS., and some ancient versions, as well 
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The lawyer’s question answered 


kings have desired to see bteeae pease 
things which ye see, and have not ie over 
seen them ; and to hear those things E 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

25 4 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, 
and tempted him, saying, » Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life ? 

26 He said unto him, What is written in the 
law ? how readest thou? 

27 And he answering, said, } Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and * thy neighbour 
as thyself. 

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast an- 
swered right: this do, and ! thou shalt live. 

29 But he, willing to ™ justify himself, said 
unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour ? 


ciples, he said. ¢ John i. 18; vi. 44, 46.— Matt. xiii. 16. 

et Pet, t. 10: h Matt. xix. 16; xxii. 35. i Deut. vi. 5. 

Bate xix. 18.—! Lev. xvili. 5; Neh. ix. 29; Ezek. xx. 11, 13, 
; Rom. x. 5.——™ Chap. xvi. 15. 


as the margin of our own, begin this verse with, And 
turning to his disciples, he said. But as this clause 
begins ver. 23, it is not likely that it was originally in 
both. Griesbach has left these words out of the text, 
and Professor WHITE says, Certissime delenda, ‘‘'These 
words should most assuredly be erased.” 

Verse 22. All things are delivered to me] See on 
Matt. xi. 27. 

Verse 23. Blessed are the eyes which see the things 
that ye see] ‘There is a similar saying to this among 
the rabbins, in Sohar. Genes., where it is said, ** Bless- 
ed is that generation which the earth shall bear, when 
the King Messiah cometh.” 

Verse 24. Many prophets] See on Matt. xiii. 11 
and 17. 

Verse 25. A certain lawyer] See on Matt. xxiv. 35. 

Verse 27. Thou shalt love the Lord] See this 
important subject explained at large, on Matt. xxii. 
37-40. 

Thy neighbour as thyself.| See the nature of self- 
love explained, on Matt. xix. 19. 

Verse 29. Willing to justify himself] Wishing to 
make it appear that he was a righteous man, and that 
consequently he was in the straight road to the king- 
dom of God, said, Who is my neighbour 2? supposing 
our Lord would have at once answered, “ Every Jew 
is to be considered as such, and the Jews only.” Now 
as he imagined he had never been deficient in his con- 
duct to any person of his own nation, he thought he 
had amply fulfilled the law. This is the sense in 
which the Jews understood the word neighbour, as 
may be seen from Ley. xxix. 15,16, 17, and 18. But 
our Lord shows here, that the acts of kindness which 
aman is bound to perform to his neighbour when in 
distress, he should perform to any person, of whatever 
nation, religion, or kindred, whom he finds in neces- 
sity. As the word mAnovoy signifies one who is near 


Account of the 


A.M. 4032. 30 And Jesus answering said, A 


An. Olymp. certain man went down from Jerusa- 

CCI. 4, : " 
——— lemto Jericho, and fell among thieves, 
which stripped him of his raiment, and wound- 
ed him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31 And by chance there came down a cer- 
tain priest that way: and when he saw him, 
» he passed by on the other side. 

32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at 
the place, came and looked on him, and passed 
by on the other side. 

33 But a certain ° Samaritan, as he journey- 
ed, came where he was: and when he saw 
him, he had compassion on him, 

34 And went to Aim, and bound up his 


© John iv. 9. 


n Psa. xxxviii. 1]. 


CHAP. X. 


good Sumaritan. 


wounds, pouring in oil and wine, ee 


and set him on his own beast, and An. Olymp. 
brought him to an inn, and took the 
care of him. 

35 And on the morrow when he departed, 
he took out two ? pence, and gave them to the 
host, and said unto him, Take care of him: 
and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I 
come again, I will repay thee. 

36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbour unto ‘him that fell among the 
thieves ? 

37 And he said, He that showed mercy on 
him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do 
thou likewise. 


P See Matt. xx. 2. 


Angl. Sax. nehrcan, he that is next, this very circum- 
stance makes any person our neighbour whom we 
know ; and, if in distress, an object of our most com- 
passionate regards. If a man came from the most 
distant part of the earth, the moment he is near you 
he has a claim upon your mercy and kindness, as you 
would have on his, were your dwelling-place trans- 
ferred to his native country. It is evident that our 
Lord uses the word zAyovov (very properly translated 
neighbour, from nae or naer, near, and buer, to dwell) 
in its plain, literal sense. Any person whom you know, 
who dwells hard by, or who passes near you, is your 
neighbour while within your reach. 

Verse 30. And Jesus answering] Rather, Then 
Jesus took him up. This I believe to be the meaning 
of the word ixoAaBwv ; he threw out a challenge, and 
our Lord took him up on his own ground. See Waxr- 
FIELD’s Testament. 

A certain man went down from Jerusalem] Or, A 
certain man of Jerusalem going down to Jericho. 
This was the most public road in all Judea, as it was 
the grand thoroughfare between these two cities for the 
courses of priests, twelve thousand of whom are said 
to have resided at Jericho. See Lightfoot. 

Fell among thieves| At this time the whole land 
of Judea was much infested with hordes of banditti; 
and it is not unlikely that many robberies might have 
been committed on that very road to which our Lord 
refers. 

Verse 31. And by chance] Kata ovyxvpiay proper- 
ly means the coincidence of time and circumstance. 
At the time in which the poor Jew was half dead, 
through the wounds which he had received, a priest 
came where he was. So the priest’s coming while 
the man was in that state is the coincidence marked 
out by the original words. 

Verses 31 and 32. Priest and Levite are mentioned 
here, partly because they were the most frequent tra- 
vellers on this road, and partly to show that these 
were the persons who, from the nature of their office, 
were most obliged to perform works of mercy; and 
from whom a person in distress had a right to expect 

Vou. I. C23") 


immediate succour and comfort; and their inhuman 
conduct here was a flat breach of the law, Deut. xxii. 
1—4, 

Verse 33. Samaritan is mentioned merely to show 
that he was a person from whom a Jew had no right 
to expect any help or relief, because of the enmity 


' which subsisted between the two nations. 


Verse 34. Pouring in oil and wine] These, beaten 
together, appear to have been used formerly as a com- 
mon medicine for fresh wounds. Bind up a fresh cut 
immediately in a soft rag or lint, moistened with pure 
olive oil, and the parts will heal by what is called the 
first intention, and more speedily than by any other 
means. 

An inn] Tlavdoyetov, from ray, all, and deyoua, I 
receive; because it receives all comers. 

Verse 35. Two pence] Two denarii, about fifteen 
pence, English; and which, probably, were at that time 
of ten times more value there than so much is with us 
now. 

Verse 36. Which—was neighbour] Which fulfilled 
the duty which one neighbour owes to another ? 

Verse 37. He that showed mercy] Or, so much 
mercy. His prejudice would not permit him to name 
the Samaritan, yet his conscience obliged him to ac- 
knowledge that he was the only righteous person of 
the three. 

Go, and do thou likewise] Be even to thy enemy 
in distress as kind, humane, and merciful, as this Sa- 
maritan was. As the distress was on the part of a 
Jew, and the relief was afforded by a Samaritan, the 
lawyer, to be consistent with the decision he had al- 
ready given, must feel the force of our Lord’s infer- 
ence, that it was his duty to act to any person, of 
whatever nation or religion he might be, as this Sa- 
maritan had acted toward his countryman. It is very 
likely that what our Lord relates here was a real mat- 
ter of fact, and not a parable; otherwise*the captious 
lawyer might have objected that no such case had 
ever existed, and that any inference drawn from it 
was only begging the question; but as he was, in 
all probability, in possession of the fact himself, he 
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Christ is entertained 


A. M. 4032. it came to pass, as 
eens 38 9 Now it c pass, 


An. Olymp. they went, that he entered into a 
Ors certain village : and a certain woman 
named 4 Martha received him into her house. 
39 And she had a sister, called Mary, 
rwhich also ‘sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard 
his word. 
40 But Martha was cumbered about much 
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost 


r1 Cor. vii. 32, &c.—s Chap. viii. 


qJohnexi. 1 xu. 273: A 
35; Acts xxi. 3. 


ST. LUKE. 


at the house of Martha. 


x : A. M. 4032. 
thou not care that my sister hath aan 


left me to serve alone? bid her An. Olymp. 
CCI:4 

therefore that she help me. a 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, 
Martha, Martha, * thou art careful and trou- 
bled about many things. 

42 But “one thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shall not 
be taken away from her. 


t Matt. vii. 21; Psa. xxvii. 4. u Matthew vi. 19, 21; xvi. 26; 
2 Cor. v. 16. 


was forced to acknowledge the propriety of our Lord’s 
inference and advice. 

Those who are determined to find something al- 
legorical, evenin the plainest portions of Scripture, 
affirm that the whole of this relation is to be allego- 
rically considered ; and, according to them, the follow- 
ing is the true exposition of the text. 

The certain man means Adam—went down, his 
fall—from Jerusalem, DIWW ANY yorih shalom, he 
shall see peace, perfection, &c., meaning his state of 
primitive innocence and excellence—to Jericho, (NY 
yareacho, his moon,) the transitory and changeable 
state of existence in this world—thieves, sin and Sa- 
tan—stripped, took away his righteousness, which was 
the clothing of the soul—2wounded, infected his heart 
with all evil and hurtful desires, which are the wounds 
of the spirit—half dead, possessing a living body, 
carrying about a soul dead in sin. 

The priest, the moral law—the Levite, the cere- 
monial law—passed by, either could not or would not 
afford any relief, because by the law is the knowledge 
of sin, not the cure of it. A certain Samaritan, Christ ; 
for so he was called by the Jews, John vii. 48—as 
he journeyed, meaning his coming from heaven to 
earth ; his being incarnated—came where he was, put 
himself in man’s place, and bore the punishment due 
to his sins—had compassion, it is through the love 
and compassion of Christ that the work of redemption 
was accomplished—went to him, Christ first seeks 
the sinner, who, through his miserable estate, is inca- 
pable of seeking or going to Christ—bound up his 
wounds, gives him comfortable promises, and draws 
him by his love—pouring in oil, pardoning mercy— 
wine, the consolations of the Holy Ghost—set him on 
his own beast, supported him entirely by his grace and 
goodness, so that he no longer lives, but Christ lives 
in him—took him to an inn, his Church, uniting him 
with his people—took care of him, placed him under 
the continual notice of his providence and love— 
when he departed, when he left the world and ascend- 
ed to the Father—took out two pence, or denarii, the 
law and the Gospel; the one to convince of sin, the 
other to show how it is to be removed—gave them to 
the host, the ministers of the Gospel for the edifica- 
tion of the Church of Christ—take care of him, as 
they are God's watchmen and God’s stewards, they 
are to watch over the flock of Christ, and give to 
each his portion of meat in due season. What thou 
spendest more, if thou shouldst lose thy health and 
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life in this work—when I come again, to judge the 
world, I will repay thee, I will reward thee with an 
eternity of glory. 

Several primitive and modern fathers treat the text 
in this way. What I have given before is, I believe, 
the meaning of our blessed Lord. What I have given 
here is generally true in itself, but certainly does not 
follow from the text. Mr. Baxter’s note here is 
good: “They who make the wounded man Adam, 
and the good Samaritan Christ, abuse the passage.” 
A practice of this kind cannot be too strongly repre- 
hended. Men may take that advantage of the cir- 
cumstances of the case to illustrate the above facts 
and doctrines; but let no man say this is the mean- 
ing of the relation; no: but he may say, we may make 
this use of it. Though I cannot recommend this kind 
of preaching, yet I know that some simple upright 
souls have been edified by it. I dare not forbid 
a man to work by whom God may choose to work a 
miracle, because he follows not with us. But such a 
mode of interpretation I can never recommend. 

Verse 38. 4 certain village] If this village was 
Bethany, where Martha and Mary lived, at less than 
two miles’ distance from Jerusalem, see John xi. I, 
18; xii. 2, then this must have happened later than 
Luke places it ; because, in chap. xix. 29, he repre- 
sents Jesus as having arrived after this at Bethany ; 
and what is said in chap. xiii. 22, and xvii. 11, seems 
to confirm that this visit of Jesus to Martha and Mary 
ought to be placed later. Bishop Pearce. 

iecceed him] Kindly received, iredefato, she re- 
ceived him in a frrendly manner, under her roof; and 
entertained him hospztably. So the word is used in 
the best Greek writers. Martha is supposed by some 
to have been a widow, with whom her brother Laza- 
rus and sister Mary lodged. 

Verse 39. Sat at Jesus’ feet] This was the posture 
of the Jewish scholars, while listening to the instruc 
tions of the rabbins. It is in this sense that St. Paul 
says he was brought up at the rext of Gamaliel, 
NGLS | XM ea 

Verse 40. Martha was cumbered] Mepieararo, per- 
plexed, from rept, about, and ozaw, I draw. She was 
harassed with different cares and employments at the 
same time ; one drawing one way, and another, ano- 
ther : a proper description of a worldly mind. But in 
Martha’s favour it may be justly said, that all her 
anxiety was to provide suitable and timely entertain- 
ment for our Lord and his disciples; for this is the 

( 28* ) 


On his discourse to her, 


sense in which the word dcaxoviay, serving, should be 
taken. And we should not, on the merest supposition, 
attribute earthly-mindedness to a woman whose cha- 
racter stands unimpeachable in the Gospel; and who, 
by entertaining Christ and his disciples, and providing 
liberally for them, gave the highest proof that she was 
influenced by liberality and benevolence, and not by 
parsimony or covetousness. 

Dost thou not care] Dost thou not think it wrong, 
that my sister thus leaves me to provide and prepare 
this supper, alone 2 

Help me.) XvvavriAaByra, from ovv, together, and 
avtiAauBavouat, to support. ‘The idea is taken from 
two pillars meeting together at the top, exactly over 
the centre of the distance between their bases, and 
thus mutually supporting each other. Order her to 
unite her skill and strength with mine, that the present 
business may be done with that speed and in that order 
which the necessity and importance of the case demand. 

Verse 41. Thou art careful and troubled) Thou art 
distracted, wepysvac, thy mind is divided, (see on Matt. 
xill. 22,) in consequence of which, tupBaty, thou art 
disturbed, thy spirit is thrown into a tumult. 

About many things.| Getting a variety of things 
teady for this entertainment, much more than are 
necessary on such an occasion. 

Verse 42. One thing is needful] This is the end of 
the sentence, according to Bengel. ‘ Now Mary hath 
chosen, &c.,” begins anew one. One single dish, the 
simplest and plainest possible, is such as best suits me 
and my disciples, whose meat and drink it is to do the 
will of our heavenly Father. 

Mary hath chosen that good part| That is, of hear- 
ing my word, of which she shall not be deprived ; it 
being at present of infinitely greater importance to 
attend to my teaching than to attend to any domestic 
concerns. While thou art busily employed in provid- 
ing that portion of perishing food for perishing bodies, 


Mary has chosen that spiritual portzon which endures 


for ever, and which shall not be taken away from her; 
therefore I cannot command her to leave her present 
employment, and go and help thee to bring forward a 
variety of matters, which are by no means necessary 
at this time. Our Lord both preached and practised 
the doctrine of self-denial; he and his disciples were 
contented with a Jiti/e, and sumptuous entertainments 
are condemned by the spirit and design of his Gospel. 
Multos morbos, multa fercula fecerunt. Spmneca. 
“‘ Many dishes, many diseases. ” 

Bishop Pearce remarks that the word ypeva, need- 
ful, is used after the same manner for want of food in 
Mark ii. 25, where of David it is said, ypevav eaye, he 
had need, when it means he was hungry. I believe 
the above to be the true meaning of these verses ; but 
others have taken a somewhat different sense from 
them : especially when they suppose that by one thing 
needful our Lord means the salvation of the soul. To 
attend to this is undoubtedly the most necessary of all 
things, and should be the first, the grand concern of 
every human spirit; but in my opinion it is not the 
meaning of the words in the text. It is only preju- 
dice from the common use of the words in this way 
that could make such an interpretation -tolerable. 
Kypxe m loc. has several methods of interpreting this 
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CHAP. X. 


and her sister Mary 


passage. Many eminent commentators, both ancient 
and modern, consider the text in the same way I have 
done. But this is termed by some, “a frigid method 
of explaining the passage ;” well, so let it be; but he 
that fears God will sacrifice every thing at the shrine 
of rrutH. I believe this alone to be the true meaning 
of the place, and I date not give it any other: Ben- 
gelius points the whole passage thus: Martha, 
Martha, thow art careful and troubled about many 
things: but one thing is needful. Now, Mary hath 
chosen that good portion, which shall not be taken 
away from her. 


Tuat the salvation of the soul is the first and 
greatest of all human concerns, every man must ac- 
knowledge who feels that he has a soul; and in humi- 
lity of mind to hear Jesus, is the only way of getting 
that acquaintance with the doctrine of salvation with- 
out which how can he be saved? While we fancy we 
are in no spiritual necessity, the things which concern 
salvation will not appear needful to us! A conviction 
that we are spiritually poor must precede our applica- 
tion for the true riches. The whole, says Christ, need 
not the physician, but those who are sick. Martha 
has been blamed, by incautious people, as possessing 
a carnal, worldly spirit ; and as Mary Magdalene has 
been made the chief of all prostitutes, so has Martha 
of all the worldly-minded. Through her affectionate 
respect for our Lord and his disciples, and through 
that alone, she erred. ‘There is not the slightest inti- 
mation that she was either worldly-minded or careless 
about her soul; nor was she at this time improperly 
employed, only so far as the abundance of her affec- 
tion led her to make a greater provision than was ne= 
cessary on the occasion. Nor are our Lord’s words 
to be understood as a reproof; they are a kind and 
tender expostulation, tending to vindicate the conduct 
of Mary. ‘The utmost that can be said on the subject 
is, Martha was well employed, but Mary, on this occa 
sion, better. 

If we attend to the punctuation of the original text, 
the subject will appear more plain. [ shall transcribe 
the text from Bengel’s own edition, Stutgardie, 1734, 
12mo. Luke x. 41, 42.—v. 41. amoxpidece de evrev 
av7n 6 Inoovc, Mapba, Mapba, mepyvac Kat TupBaly mepe 
ToAAa: évoc de ect ypeta. Mapia de tyv ayabny pepida 
efehetato, HTic ovK agatpeOnoetae am’ avtnc. ‘ Then 
Jesus answered her, Martha, Martha, thou art anx- 
iously careful and disturbed about many things ; but 
one thing is necessary. But Mary hath chosen that 
good portion which shall not be taken away from her.” 
I have shown, in my notes, that Martha was making 
a greater provision for her guests than was needful } 
that it was in consequence of this that she required 
her sister’s help; that Jesus tenderly reproved her for 
her unnecessary anxiety and superabundant provision, 
and asserted that but one thing, call it course or dish, 
was necessary on the occasion, yet she had provided 
many ; and that this needless provision was the cause 
of the anxiety and extra labour. Then, taking occa~ 
sion, from the circumstances of the case, to vindicate 
Mary’s conduct, and to direct his loving reproof more 
pointedly at Martha’s heart, he adds, Mary hath cho- 
sen a good portion; that is. she avails herself of the 
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Christ teaches his 


present opportunity to hear my teaching, and inform 
herself in those things which are essential to the sal- 
vation of the soul. JI cannot, therefore, order her to 
leave my teaching, to serve in what I know to be an 
unnecessary service, however kindly designed : for it 
would be as unjust to deprive her of this bread of life, 
after which she so earnestly hungers, as to deprive 
‘thee, or thy guests, of that measure of common food 
necessary to sustain life. All earthly portions are 
perishing: “ Meats for the belly, and the belly for 
meats, but God will destroy both it and them; but the 
work of the Lord abideth for ever ;” her portion, 
therefore, shall not be taken away from her. This is 
my view of the whole subject ; and all the terms in the 
original, not only countenance this meaning, but ne- 
cessarily require it. ‘The words, one thing 1s need- 
ful, on which we lay so much stress, are wanting in 
some of the most ancient MSS., and are omitted by 
some of the fathers, who quote all the rest of the pas- 
sage: a plain proof that the meaning which we take 
out of them was not thought of in very ancient times ; 
and in other MSS., versions, and fathers, there is an 
unusual varvety of readings where even the thing, or 


ST. LUKE. 


disciples to pray. 


something like it, is retained. Some have it thus: 
Martha, Martha, thou labourest much, and yet a litile 
is sufficient, yea, one thing only. Others: And only 
one thing is required. Others: Thou art anxious 
and embarrassed about many things, when that which 
is needful is very small. Others: But here there need 
only a few things. Others: But a few things, or 
one only, is necessary. Now these are the readings 
of almost all the ancient versions; and we plainly 
perceive, by them, that what we term the one thing 
needful, is not understood by one of them as referring 
to the salvation of the soul, but to the provision THEN 
to be made. It would be easy to multiply authorities, 
but I spare both my own time and that of my reader. 
In short, I wonder how the present most exception- 
able mode of interpretation ever obtained; as having 
no countenance in the text, ancient MSS. or versions, 
and as being false in itself; for even Christ himself 
could not say, that sitting at his feet, and hearing his 
word, was the one thing NeepFuL. Repentance, 
faith, prayer, obedience, and a thousand other things 
are necessary to our salvation, besides merely hearing 
the doctrines of Christ, even with the humblest heart. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Christ teaches his disciples to pray, 1—4. 
a dumb demon, 14. 
15-23. Miserable state of the Jews, 24-26. 
to the people, 29-36. 
his hands, 37, 38. 


45-52. 
A. M. 4033. - 
‘a p29” 6A ND it came.to pass, that as he 
An. Olymp. was praying in a certain place, 


CCIL 1. ; mate 
————— when he ceased, one of his disciples 


said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John 
also taught his disciples. 

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, 
2 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 


a Matt. vi. 9. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XI. 

Verse 1-5. Teach us to pray] See the nature of 
prayer, with an ample explanation of the different 
parts of the Lord’s Prayer, treated of in Matt. vi. 5— 
15. The prayer related here by Luke is not precisely 
the same as that mentioned by Matthew ; and indeed 
it is not likely that it was given at the same time. 
That in Matthew seems to have been given after the 
second passover ; and this in Luke was given probably 
after the third passover, between the feasts of taber- 
nacles, and the dedication. It is thus that Bishop 
Newcome places them in his Greek Harmony of the 
Gospels. 

There are many variations in the MSS. in this prayer; 
but they seem to have proceeded principally from the 
desire of rendering this similar to that in Matthew. 
Attempts of this nature have given birth to multitudes 
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Shows the necessity of importunity in prayer, 5-13. 
The Jews ascribe this to the power of Beelzebub ; our Lord vindicates his conduct, 
Who they ure that are truly blessed, 27, 28. He preaches 

A Pharisee invites him to dine with him, who takes offence because he washed not 
Our Lord exposes their hypocrisy, 39-44. 
The scribes and Pharisees are greatly offended, and strive to entangle him in his words, 53, 54. 


Casts out 


He denounces woes against the lawyers, 


so in A-M. 4033. 


will be done, as in heaven, ite 


earth. 

3 Give us ® day by day our daily ——". 
bread. 

4 And forgive us our sins; for we also for 
give every one that is indebted to us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. 


>Or for the day. 


of the various readings in the MSS. of the New Tes- 
tament. It should be remarked, also, that there is no 
vestige of the doxology found in Matthew, in any copy 
of St. Luke’s Gospel. 

Verse 4. Lead us not into temptation, &c.] Dr. 
Lightfoot believes that this petition is intended against 
the visible apparitions of the devil, and his actual ob- 
sessions ; he thinks that the meaning is too much 
softened by our translation. Deliver us from evil, is 
certainly a very inadequate rendering of pucar juac aro 
tov rovnpov ; literally, Deliver us from the wicked one. 

Verse 6. In his journey is come] Or, perhaps more 
literally, A friend of mine is come to me out of his 
way, e& ddov, which renders the case more urgent—a 
friend of mine, benighted, belated, and who has lost 
his way, is come unto me. This was a strong reason 
why he should have prompt relief. 
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The necessity of CHAP. XE importunity in prayer. 
A, M4033. 5 And he said unto them, Which | he that seeketh findeth ; and to him pe sg 
Sao me. of you shall have a friend, and shall | that knocketh it shall be opened. An, Olymp 


go unto him at midnight, and say 
unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves : 

6 For a friend of mine °¢ in his journey is 
come to me, and I have nothing to set before 
him ? 

7 And he from within shall answer and say, 
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise 
and give thee. 

8 I say unto you, ¢ Though he will not rise 
and give him, because he is his friend, yet be- 
cause of his importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth. 

9 ° And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 

10 For every one that asketh receiveth ; and 


11 ‘Ifa son shall ask bread of 
any of you that is a father, will he give him 
a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish 
give him a serpent ? 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he & offer 
him a scorpion ? 

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children : how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask him ? 

14 4 » And he was casting out a devil, and 
it was dumb. And it came to pass, when the 
devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the 
people wondered. 

15 But some of them said, ‘ He casteth out 
devils through * Beelzebub the chief of the 
devils. 


© Or, out of his way. 4Ch. xviii. 1, &¢.— Matt. vil. 7; xxi. 22; 
Mark xi. 24; John xv. 7; James i. 6; 1 John iii. 22. 


Matt. vil. 9——8 Gr. give ——h Matt. ix. 32; xi. 22.——i Matt. 
ix. 34; xil. 24.—— Gr. Beelzebul, and so ver. 18, 19. 


Verse 7. My children are with me in bed] Or, I 
and my children are wn bed; this is Bishop Pearcr’s 
translation, and seems to some preferable to the com- 
mon one. See a like form of speech in 1 Cor. xvi. 
11, and in Eph. iii. 18. However, we may conceive 
that he had his little children, ta wa:dva, in bed with 
him; and this heightened the difficulty of yielding to 
his neighbour’s request. 

But of he persevere knocking. (At si ille perseve- 
raverut pulsans.) This sentence is added to the begin- 
ning of ver. 8, by the Armenian, Vulgate, four copies 
of the Ltala, Ambrose, Augustin, and Bede. On these 
authorities (as I find it in no Greek MS.) [ cannot 
insert it as a part of the original text ; but it is neces- 
sarily implied ; for, as Bishop Pearce justly observes, 
unless the man in the parable be represented as con- 
tinuing to solicit his friend, he could not possibly be 
said to use wmportunity : once only to ask is not to be 
importunate. 

Verse 9. And (or, therefore) I say unto you, Ask] 
Be importunate with God, not so much to prevail on 
him to save you, as to get yourselves brought into a 


proper disposition to receive that mercy which he is. 


ever disposed to give. He who is not importunate 
for the salvation of his soul does not feel the need of 
being saved ; and were God to communicate his mercy 
to such they could not be expected to be grateful for 
it, as favours are only prized and esteemed in propor- 
tion to the sense men have of their necessity and im- 
portance. See this subject explained Matt. vu. 7, 8. 
Verse 12. Offer him a scorpion?| xopruov, The 
Greek etymologists derive the name from oxopmiCevv 
tov tov, scattering the poison. But is there any svmt- 
litude between a scorpion and an egg, that the one 
might be given and taken in place of the other? We 
know there is the utmost similitude between some fish, 
especially those of the eel kind, and serpents; and 
1 


that there are stones exactly similar to bread in their 
appearance ; from which we may conjecture that our 
Lord intended to convey the same idea of similitude 
between an egg and a scorpion. Perhaps the word 
scorpion here may be used for any kind of serpent 
that proceeds from an egg, or the word egg may be 
understood : the common snake is ovzparous ; it brings 
forth a number of eggs, out of which the young ones 
are hatched. If he asks an egg, will he, for one that 
might nourish him, give him that of a serpent. But 
Bochart states, that the body of a scorpion is like to 
an egg, especially if vt be a white scorpion; which sort 
Nicander, Atlian, Avicenna, and others, maintain to 
be the first species. Nor do scorpions differ much in 
size from an egg in Judea, tf we may credit what the 
monks of Messua say, that there are about Jerusalem, 
and through all Syria, great scorpions, &c. Hieroz. 
l. iv. cap. xxix. col. 641, edit. 1692. To this it 
may be said, there may be such a szmuilitude, between 
a white scorpion and an egg, if the /egs and tail of the 
former be taken away ; but how there can be a resem- 
blance any other way, I know not. It is, however, 
a fact, that the alligator and crocodile come from eggs; 
two of those lie now before me, scarcely so large as 
the egg of the goose, longer, but not so thick. Now, 
suppose reference be made to one such egg, in which 
the young crocodile is hatched, and is ready to burst 
from its enclosure, would any father give such an egg 
to a hungry child? No. If the child asked an egg, 
he would not, instead of a proper one, give him that 
of the crocodile or the alligator, in which the young 
serpent was hatched, and from which it was just ready 
to be separated. 

Verse 13. The Holy Spirit] Or, as several MSS. 
have it, vevia ayabov, the good spirit. See on Matt. 
wil. 21 

Verse 14. Casting out a devil] See on Matt. xii. 22. 

437 


Tesus exhorts and 
\. M4093. 16 And others, tempting him, 
An. Olymp. 'sought of him a sign from heaven. 
: ee 17 ™But * he, knowing their 
thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation ; 
and a house divided against a house falleth, 

18 If Satan also be divided against himself, 
how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say 
that I cast out devils through Beelzebub, 

19 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, 
by whom do your sons cast them out? there- 
fore shall they be your judges. 

20 But if I ° with the finger of God cast out 
devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come 
upon you. 

21 » When a strong man armed keepeth his 
palace, his goods are in peace: 

22 But 4 when a stronger than he shall come 
upon, him, and overcome him, he taketh from 
him all his armour wherein he trusted, and 
divideth his spoils. 

23 * He that is not with me is against me: 
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth. 

24 s When the unclean spirit is gone out of 
a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking 
rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return 
unto my house whence I came out, 

25 And when he cometh, he findeth 7 swept 
and garnished, 

26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself; and 
they enter in, and dwell there: and * the last 
state of that man is worse than the first, 

27 9 And it came to pass, as he spake these 
things, a certain woman of the company lifted 


—— 


ST. LURE. 


reproves the Jews. 


up her voice, and said unto him, 
u Blessed is the womb that bare 
thee, and the paps which thou hast 
sucked, 

28 But he said, Yea, Y rather, blessed are 
they that hear the word of God, and keep it. 

29 § ~ And when the people were gathered 
thick together, he began to say, This is an evil 
generation: they seek a sign; and there shall 
no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the 
prophet. 

30 For as * Jonas was a sign unto the Nine- 
vites, so shall also the Son of man be to this 
generation. 

31 ¥ The queen of the south shall rise up in 
the judgment with the men of this generation, 
and condemn them: for she came from the 
utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solo- 
mon zs here. 

32 The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the 
judgment with this generation, and shall con- 
demn it: for * they repented at the preaching 
of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas 
is here, 

33 2 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
putteth 7 in a secret place, neither under a 
» bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which 
come in may see the light. 

34 ° The light of the body is the eye: there- 
fore, when thine eye is single, thy whole body 
also is full of light; but when thene eye is evil 
thy body also zs full of darkness. 

35 Take heed therefore that the light which 
is in thee be not darkness. 


1Matthew xii. 38; xvi. 1——m™ Matt. xii. 25; Mark iii, 24. 
» John ii, 25,——2 Exod, viii. 19. -p Matt, xii, 29; Mark iii, 27. 
4 Isa, lili, 12; Col. ii, 15. r Matt. xii. 30.—s Matt. xii. 43. 
t John v. 14; Heb. vi. 4; x. 26; 2 Pet. ii. 20. 


u Chap. i. 28, 48. 


v Matt. vii. 21; chap. viii. 21; James i. 
25. w Matt. xii. 38, 39. x Jonah i. 17; ii. 10.—y 1 Kings 
xo z Jonah iii. 5. a Matt. v.15; Markiv. 21; chap. viii. 
16.—» See Matt. v. 15. © Matt. vi. 22. 


Verse 19. Beelzebub] See on Matt. x. 25. 

Verse 20. Finger of God] See on Exod. viii. 19. 

Verse 24. When the unclean spirit] See on Matt. 
xi, 43, 

Verse 27. A certain woman—lifted up her voice, 
and sad| It was very natural for a woman, who was 
probably a mother, to exclaim thus. She thought that 
the happiness of the woman who was mother to such 
a son was great indeed; but our blessed Lord shows 
her that even the holy virgin could not be benefited 
by her merely being the mother of his human nature, 
and that they only were happy who carried Christ in 
their hearts. True happiness is found in hearing the 
glad tidings of salvation by Christ Jesus, and keeping 
them in a holy heart, and practising them in an un- 
blamable life. 
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Verse 29. This is an evil generation] Or, This 
is a wicked race of men. See on Matt. xii. 38-42. 

Verse 31. The queen of the south, &c.] Perhaps 
it would be better to translate, A queen of the south, 
and the men of this race, shall rise up in judgment, 
&c. See the note on ver. 7, The 32d verse may 
be read in the same way. 

Verse 33. No man, when he hath lighted, 2.) See 
on Matt. v. 15. Our Lord intimates, that if he worked 
a miracle among such an obstinate people, who were 
determined to disbelieve every evidence of his Messi- 
ahship, he should act as a man who lighted a candle 
and then covered it with a bushel, which must prevent 
the accomplishment of the end for which it was lighted. 
See also on Mark iv. 21, &c. 

Verse 84, The light of the body is the eye] Or. 
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Hypocrisy and condemnation 


ore 36 If thy whole body therefore 


hk be full of light, having no part dark, 

the whole shall be full of light, as 
when ‘the bright shining of a candle doth 
give thee light. 

37 4 And as he spake, a certain Pharisee 
besought him to dine with him: and he went 
in, and sat down to meat. 

38 And °*when the Pharisee saw it, he 
marvelled that he had not first washed before 
dinner. 

39 f And the Lord said unto him, Now do 
ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the 
cup and the platter; but § your inward part is 
full of ravening and wickedness. 


CHAP. XI. 


of the Pharisees. 


40 Ye fools, did not he that made 4: Oe oe 
that which is without make that An. Olymp. 
which is within also? na 

41 But rather give alms ‘ of such things as 
ye have ; and, behold, all things are clean unto 
you. 

42 * But wo unto you, Pharisees! for ye 
tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, 
and pass over judgment and the love of God- 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
the other undone. 

43 1 Wo unto you, Pharisees! for ye love 
the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and 
greetings in the markets. 

44 ™ Wo unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 


4Gyr. a candle by its bright shining.—— Mark vii. 3—f Matt. xxiii. 
25. SOP ite 1, 15 hYsa.lviii.7; Dan. iv. 27; chap. xii. 33. 


iOr, as you are able. k Matt. xxiii, 23. 1 Matt. xxii. 6; 
Mark xii. 38, 39.——™ Matt. xxiii. 27. 


5 ¢ 
the eye is the lamp of the body. See on Matt. vi. 


22, &e. 

The 35th and 36th verses are wanting in some 
MSS., and are variously read in others. 

Verse 36. The whole shall be full of light] Or, 
altogether enlightened ; i. e. when the eye is perfect, 
it enlightens the whole body. Every object within 
the reach of the eye is as completely seen as if there 
was an eye in every part. So the eye is to every part 
of the body what the lamp is to every part of the house. 

When the light of Christ dwells fully in the heart, 
it extends its influence to every thought, word, and 
action; and directs its possessor how he is to act in 
all places and circumstances. It is of the utmost im- 
portance to have the soul properly. influenced by the 
wisdom that comes from above. The doctrine that is 
contrary to the Gospel may say, Ignorance is the mo- 
ther of devotion; but Christ shows that there can be 
no devotion without heavenly light. Ignorance is the 
mother of superstition; but with this the heavenly 
light has nothing to do. 

Verse 37. To dine] ‘Orw¢ apicnoy. The word apiarery 
signifies the first eating of the day. The Jews made 
but two meals in the day; their apiorov may be called 
their breakfast or their dinner, because it was both, 
and was but a slight meal. Their chief meal was their 
devtvov or supper, after the heat of the day was over ; 
and the same was the principal meal among the Greeks 
and Romans. Josephus, in his Life, says, sect. 54, 
that the legal hour of the apiotov, on the Sabbath, was 
the sixth hour, or at twelve o’clock at noon, as we call 
it. What the hour was on the other days of the week, 
he does not say; but probably it was much the same. 
Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 38. First washed] See on Mark vii. 2-4. 

Verse 39. Ye—make clean the outside] See on 
Matt. xxiii. 25. 

Verse 40. Did not he that made that which is with- 
out] Did not the maker of the dish form it so, both 
outwardly and inwardly, as to answer the purpose for 
which it was made? And can it answer this purpose 
without being clean in the inside as well as on the out- 
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side? God has made you such, both as to your bodies 
and souls, as he intended should show forth his praise ; 
but can you think that the purpose of God can be ac- 
complished by you while you only attend to external 
legal purifications, your hearts being full of rapine and 
wickedness? How unthinking are you to imagine 
that God can be pleased with this outward purifica- 
tion, when all within is unholy ! 

Verse 41. Give alms of such things as ye have] 
Meaning either what was within the dishes spoken of 
before ; or what was within their houses or power: or 
what they had at hand, for so ta evovra is used by the 
purest Greek writers. Cease from rapine: far from 
spoiling the poor by wicked exactions, rather give them 
alms of every thing you possess ; and when a part of 
every thing you have is sincerely consecrated to God 
for the use of the poor, then all that remains will be 
clean unto you; you will have the blessing of God in 
your basket and store, and every thing will be sancti- 
fied to you. ‘These verses are very difficult, and are 
variously translated and interpreted by critics and di- 
vines. I have given what I believe to be our Lord’s 
meaning, in the preceding paraphrase. For a descrip- 
tion of the rapine, &c., of the Pharisees, see on Matt. 


xxiii. 25. 

Verse 42. Ye tithe mint and rue] See on Matt, 
Xxili. 23. 

Verse 43. Ye love the uppermost seats] Every 


one of them affected to be a ruler in the synagogues. 
See on Matt. xxiii. 5. 

Verse 44. Ye are as graves which appear not] In 
Matt. xxiii. 27, our Lord tells them that they exactly 
resembled white-washed tombs: they had no fairness 
but on the outside: (see the note there :) but here he 
says they are like hidden tombs, graves which were 
not distinguished by any outward decorations, and were 
not elevated above the ground, so that those who walk- 
ed over them did not consider what corruption was 
within ; so they, under the ved of hypocrisy, covered 
their iniquities, so that those who had any intercourse 
or connection with them did not perceive what accom- 
plished knaves they had to do with. 
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The wickedness and 


An. Olymp. which appear not, and the men that 
U1. walk over them are not aware of them. 

45 Then answered one of the lawyers, and 
said unto him, Master, thus saying thou re- 
proachest us also. 

46 <And he said, Wo unto you also, ye law- 
yers! ° for ye lade men with burdens grievous 
to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the 
burdens with one of your fingers. 

47 » Wo unto you! for ye build the sepul- 
chres of the prophets, and your fathers killed 
them. 

48 Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the 
deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed 
them, and ye build their sepulchres. 

49 Therefore also said the wisdom of God, 
4] will send them prophets and apostles, and 
some of them they shall slay and persecute : 


ST. LUKE. 


A.M. 4033. hypocrites! ™for ye are as graves | 50. That the blood of all the pro- 


condemnation of lawyers 


A.M. 4033 
A.D. 29. 
phets which was shed from the An, Olymp. 


foundation of the world, may be 
required of this generation ; 

51 * From the blood of Abel unto * the blood 
of Zacharias, which perished between the altar 
and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall 
be required of this generation. 

52 *Wo unto you, lawyers! for ye have 
taken away the key of knowledge: ye enter 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering 
in ye * hindered. 

53 And as he said these things unto them, 
the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge 
him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak 
of many things : 

54 Laying wait for him, and * seeking to 
catch something out of his mouth, that they 
might accuse him. 


n Psa, v. 9. P Matt. xxiii, 29.——9 Matt. 


t Gen. iv. 8. 


© Matt. xxiii. 4. 
Xxill. 34. 


t Matthew xxiii. 13. 
Vv Mark xii. 13. 


32 Chron. xxiv. 20, 21. u Or, forbade. 


Verse 45. Thou reproachest us] He alone who 
searches the heart could unmask these hypocrites ; 
and he did it so effectually that their own consciences 
acknowledged the guilt, and 1e-echoed their own 1e- 
proach. 

Verse 46. Ye lade men with burdens] By insist- 
ing on the observance of the traditions of the elders, 
to which it appears, by the way, they paid no great 
attention themselves. See on Matt. xxui. 4. 

Verse 47. Ye build the sepulchres| That is, ye 
rebuild and beautify them. See on Matt. xxiii. 29. 

Verse 48. Truly ye bear witness] Ye acknowledge 
that those of old who killed the prophets were your 
fathers, and ye are about to show, by your conduct 
towards me and my apostles, that ye are not degene- 
rated, that ye are as capable of murdering a prophet 
now, as they were of old. 


Verse 49, The wisdom of God| 'These seem to 
be Luke’s words, and to mean that Jesus, the wisdom 
of God, (as he is called, 1 Cor. i. 24,) added the words 
which follow here, on that occasion: and this inter- 
pretation of the words is agreeable to that of Matthew, 
who makes Jesus speak in his own person: Where- 
fore behold, I send you prophets, &c., Matt. xxiii. 34. 
See the note there, and see Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 50. That the blood} ‘That the particle iva 
may be translated so that, pointing out the event only, 
not the design or intention, Bishop Pearce has well 
shown in his note on this place, where he refers to a 
like use of the word in chap. ix. 45; xiv. 10; John 
x. 17; Rom. v. 20; xi. 11; 1 Cor. i. 15, 31, &. 

Verse 51. From the blood of Abel] See this sub- 
ject explained at large on Matt. xxiii. 34. 

Required| Extnrnbycera: may be translated either 
by the word visited or revenged, and the latter word 
evidently conveys the meaning of our Lord. They are 
here represented as having this blood among them; 
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and it is intimated that God will come by and by to 
require it, and to inquire how it was shed, and to pun- 
ish those who shed it. 

Verse 52. Ye have taken away the key of know- 
ledge| By your traditions ye have taken away the 
true method of interpreting the prophecies: ye have 
given a wrong meaning to those scriptures which speak 
of the kingdom of the Messiah, and the people are 
thereby hindered from entering into it. See on Matt. 
xxiii. 13. 

Verse 53. Began to urge him vehemently] Aewwoe 
eveyev, They began to be furious. They found them- 
selves completely unmasked in the presence of a vast 
concourse of people. See chap. xii. 1, (for we can 
not suppose that all this conversation passed while 
Christ was at meat in the Pharisee’s house, as Matthew, 
chap. xxiii. 25, shows that these words were spoken 
on another occasion.) They therefore questioned him 
on a variety of points, and hoped, by the multitude and 
impertinence of their questions, to puzzle or irritate 
him, so as to induce him to speak rashly, (for this is 
the import of the word arocouerierv,) that they might 
find some subject of accusation against him. See 
Wetstein and Kypke. 


A minister of the Gospel of God should, above all 
men, be continent of his tongue; his enemies, in cer- 
tain cases, will crowd question upon question, in order 
so to puzzle and confound him that he may speak un- 
advisedly with his lips, and thus prejudice the truth he 
was labouring to promote and defend. The following 
is a good prayer, which all who are called to defend 
or proclaim the truths of the Gospel may confidently 
offer to their God. “ Let thy wisdom and light, O 
Lord, disperse their artifice and my darkness! Cast 
the bright beams of thy light upon those who have to 
defend themselves against subtle and deceitful men! 
Raise and animate their hearts, that they may not be 
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Christ preaches agavnst 


wanting to the cause of truth. Guide their tongue, 
that they may not be deficient in prudence, nor expose 
thy truth by any indiscretions or unseasonable trans- 
ports of zeal. Let meekness, gentleness, and long- 
suffering influence and direct their hearts; and may 
they ever feel the full weight of that truth: The wrath 


CHAP. XII. 


hypocrisy and fear of man. 


of man worketh not the rughteousness of God!” The 
following advice of one of the ancients is good: Er7dc 
ESpalog H¢ akLwY TUTTOMEVvOC, KaAoV yap aVAnTOV Sepecdas 
kat vixav. “ Stand thou firm as a beaten anvil: for it 
is the part of a good soldier to be flayed alive, and yet 
conquer.” 


CHAPTER XII. 


Christ preaches to his disciples against hypocrisy, and against timidity in publishing the Gospel, 1-5. Ex- 


cites them to have confidence in Divine providence, 6, 7. 
Of the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, 10. 
Warns the people against covetousness, 13-15. 


his cause, 8, 9. 
secution, 11, 12. 
down his granaries to build greater, 16-21. 


plains the preceding discourse, 41—48. 
pel, 49-53. The signs of the times, 54-57. 
judgment seat of God, 58, 59. 


ee RS N *the mean time, when there 
Ae, Gimp were gathered together an innu- 


merable multitude of people, inso- 
much that they trode one upon another, he 
began to say unto his disciples first of all, 
3 Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. 

2 ° For there is nothing covered that shall 
not be revealed; neither hid that shall not be 
known. 

3 Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in 
darkness shall be heard in the light; and that 
which ye have spoken in the ear in closets, 
shall be proclaimed upon the house-tops. 


Cautions against carking cares and anwieties, 22-32. 
necessity of living to God, and in reference to eternity, 33-40. 
The effects that should be produced by the preaching of the Gos- 
The necessity of being prepared to appear before the 


Warns them against denying him, or betraying 
Promises direction and support in per- 

Parable of the rich man who pulled 
The 
At the request of Peter, he farther ex- 


‘ A. M. 4033. 
4 “And I say unto you, *my 4,%) 93 


friends, Be not afraid of them that An. Olymp. 
kill the body, and after that have no — nats 
more that they can do: 

5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall 
fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto 
you, Fear him. 

6 Are not five sparrows sold for two £ far- 
things, and not one of them is forgotten before 
God? 

7 But even the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of 
more value than many sparrows. 


© Matt. x. 


a Matt. xvi. 6; Mark viii. 15> Matt. xvi. 12. 
26; Mark iv. 22; chap. viii. 17. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XII. 

Verse 1. An innumerable multitude of people] Tov 
pupraduy Tov oxAov, myriads of people. A myriad is 
ten thousand, and myriads must, at the very lowest, 
mean twenty thousand. But the word is often used 
to signify a crowd or multitude which cannot be 
readily numbered. There was doubtless a vast crowd 
assembled on this occasion, and many of them were 
deeply instructed by the very important discourse 
which our Lord delivered. 

Leaven of the Pharisees] See Matt. xvi. 1-12. 

Which is hypocrisy.} ‘These words are supposed 
by some to be an addition to the text, because it does 
not appear that it is their hypocrisy which Christ 
alludes to, but their false doctrines. They had, how- 
ever, a large proportion of both. 

Verse 2. There is nothing covered] See the notes 
on Matt. v. 15; x. 26, 27; Mark iv. 22. 

Verse 4. Kill the body] See on Matt. x. 28. 

Verse 5. Fear him] Even the friends of God are 
commanded to fear God, as a being who has authority 
to send both body and soul into hell. Therefore it is 
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4 Matt. x. 28; Isa. li. 7,8, 12,13; Jer. i. 8. 
f See Matt. x. 29. 


¢ John xv. 14, 15. 


proper even for the most holy persons to maintain a 
fear of God, as the punisher of all unrighteousness. 
A man has but one life to Jose, and one soul to save; 
and it is madness to sacrifice the salvation of the soul 
to the preservation of the life. 

Verse 6. Are not five sparrows sold for two far- 
things ?] See this explained on Matt. x. 29, from 
which place we learn that two sparrows were sold 
for one farthing, and here that five were sold for two 
farthings : thus we find a certain proportion—for one 
farthing you could get but two, while for two farthings 
you could get five. ; 

Verse 7. Fear not therefore] Want of faith in the 
providence and goodness of God is the source of all 
human inquietudes and fears. He has undertaken to 
save and defend those to the uttermost who trust in 
him. His wisdom cannot be surprised, his power 
cannot be forced, his love cannot forget itself. Man 
distrusts God, and fears that he is forgotten by him, 
because he judges of God by himself; and he knows 
that he is apt to forget his Maker, and be unfaithful 
to him. See on Matt. x. 29-31. 
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Cautions against covetousness. 


ieee 8 & Also I say unto you, Whoso- 
An. Olymp. ever shall confess me before men, 

CCl him shall the Son of man also con- 
fess before the angels of God: 

9 But he that denieth me before men, shall 
be denied before the angels of God. 

10 And » whosoever shall speak a word 
against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him; but unto him that blasphemeth against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven. 

11 ‘ And when they bring you unto the syna- 
gogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take 
ye no thought how or what thing ye shall an- 
swer, or what ye shall say: 

12 For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in 
the same hour what ye ought to say. 

13 4 And one of the company said unto him, 
Master, speak to my brother, that he divide 
the inheritance with me. 


& Matt. x. 32; Mark viii. 38; 2 Tim. ii. 12; 1 John ii. 23. 
h Matt. xii. 31, 32; Mark iii. 28; 1 John v. 16——' Matt. x. 19; 


Verse 8. Shall confess] See on Matt. x. 32, 33. 

Verse 10. Him that blasphemeth| See the sin 
against the Holy Ghost explained, Matt. xii. 32. 

Verse 11. Unto magistrates and powers] See 
Matt. x. 17-20. 

Take ye no thought] See Matt. vi. 25; x. 19. 

Verse 13. Speak to my brother, that he divide] 
Among the Jews, the children had the inheritance of 
their fathers divided among them; the eldest had a 
double portion, but all the rest had equal parts. It is 
likely the person complained of in the text was the 
elder brother; and he wished to keep the whole to 
himself—a case which is far from being uncommon. 
The spirit of covetowsness cancels all bonds and obli- 
gations, makes wrong right, and cares nothing for 
father or brother. 

Verse 14. A judge] Without some judgment given 
in the case, no division could be made; therefore 
Jesus added the word judge. Praror. A minister 
of Christ ought not to concern himself with secular 
affairs, any farther than charity and the order of dis- 
cipline require it. Our Lord could have decided this 
difference in a moment; but the example of a perfect 
disengagement from worldly things was more necessary 
for the ministers of his Church than that of a charity 
applying itself to temporal concerns. He who preaches 
salvation to all should never make himself a party 
man; otherwise he loses the confidence, and conse- 
quently the opportunity of doing good to the party 
against whom he decides. Better to leave all these 
things to the civil magistrate, unless where a lawsuit 
may be prevented, and the matter decided to the satis- 
faction or acquiescence of both parties. 

Verse 15. Beware of covetousness| Or rather, 
Beware of all inordinate desires. 1 add rane, all, on 
the authority of ABDKLM-Q, twenty-three others, 
both the Syriac, all the Persic, all the Arabic, Coptic, 
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ST. LUKE. 


Parable of the rich man. 


14 And he said unto him, * Man, en 
who made me a judge or a divider a, 
over you? . ee. eee 

15 And he said unto them, ! Take heed, an 
beware of covetousness; for a man’s life con 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth. 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, say- 
ing, The ground of a certain rich man brought 
forth plentifully ; 

17 And he thought within himself, saying, 
What shall I do, because I have no room 
where to bestow my fruits ? 

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and there 
will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, ™ Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 


Mark xiii. 11; chap. xxi. 14. k John xviii. 36.—!1 Tim. vi. 
7, &c.— Eccles. xi.9; Ecclus. xi.19; 1 Cor. xv. 32; Jamesv. 5. 


LMthopic, Armenian, Vulgate, all the Itala, and seve- 
ral of the primitive fathers. 

Inordinate desires. Wneovetiac, from rAevov, more, 
and eye, to have; the desire to have more and more, 
let a person possess whatever he may. Such a dis 
position of mind is never satisfied ; for, as soon as one 
object is gained, the heart goes out after another. 

Consisteth not in the abundance] That is, dependeth 
not on the abundance. It is not superfluities that sup- 
port man’s life, but necessaries. What is necessary, 
God gives liberally ; what is superfluous, he has not 
promised. Nor can a man’s life be preserved by the 
abundance of his possessions : to prove this he spoke 
the following parable. 

Verse 16. The ground of a certain rich man, &e.] 
He had generally what is called good luck in his farm, 
and this was a remarkably plentiful year. 

Verse 17, He thought within himself | Began to be 
puzzled in consequence of the increase of his goods. 
Riches, though ever so well acquired, produce nothing 
but vexation and embarrassment. 

Verse 18. JL will pull down, &c.] The rich are full 
of designs concerning this life, but in general take no 
thought about eternity till the time that their goods 
and their lives are both taken away. 

Verse 19. Soul, thou hast much goods] Great pos- 
sessions are generally accompanied with pride, idle- 
ness, and luxury; and these are the greatest enemies 
to salvation. Moderate poverty, as one justly observes, 
is a great talent in order to salvation; but it is one 
which nobody desires. 

Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.] This 
was exactly the creed of the ancient Atheists and Epi- 
cureans. Ede, bibe, lude ; post mortem nulla voluptas. 
What a wretched portion for an immortal spirit! and 
yet those who know not God have no other, and many 
of them not even this. 
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We must not distrust 


9 20 But God said unto him, Thou 

~ oT fool, this night * thy ° soul shall be 

required of thee: P?then whose 

shall those things be which thou hast provided ? 

21 So zs he that layeth up treasure for him- 
self, 4 and is not rich toward God. 

22 4 And he said unto his disciples, There- 
fore I say unto you, * Take no thought for your 
life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, 
what ye shall put on. 

23 The life is more than meat, and the body 
ts more than raiment. 

24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow 
nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor 
barn; and * God feedeth them: how much 
more are ye better than the fowls? 

25 And which of you with taking thought 
can add to his stature one cubit ? 

26 If ye then be not able to do that thing 


A. M. 4033. 
ASD. 29. 


CHAP. XII. 


the goodness of God. 


which is least, why take ye thought — 
for the rest ? 

27 Consider the lilies how they 
grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet 
I say unto you, that Solomon ‘in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 

28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is 
to-day in the field, and to-morrow is cast into 
the oven; how much more will he clothe you, 
O ye of little faith ? 

29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink, * neither be ye of doubt- 
ful mind. 

30 For all these things do the nations of the 
world seek after: and your Father knoweth 
that ye have need of these things. 

31 “But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; 
and all these things shall be added unto you. 

32 Fear not, little flock; for vit is your 


An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 


_™ Or, do they require thy soul. © Job xx. 22; xxvii. 8; Psa. 
li. 7; James iv. 14. P Psa. xxxix. 6; Jer. xvi. 11. 4 Matt. 
vi. 20; ver. 33; 1 Tim, vi. 18, 19; James ii. 5. 


T Matt. vi. 25. 8 Job xxxviil. 41; Psa. exlvii. 9+ Or, 
Live not in careful suspense. u Matt. vi. 33, Vv Matthew 
xivi25; 26, 


Verse 20. Thou fool!| To imagine that a man’s 
comfort and peace can depend upon temporal things ; 
or to suppose that these can satisfy the wishes of an 
immortal spirit ! 

This nght| How awful was this saying! He had 
just made the necessary arrangements for the gratifi- 
cation of his sensual appetites ; and, in the very night 
in which he had finally settled all his plans, his soul 
was called into the eternal world! What a dreadful 
awakening of a soul, long asleep in sin! He is now 
hurried into the presence of his Maker; none of his 
worldly goods can accompany him, and he has not a 
particle of heavenly treasure! There is a passage 
much like this in the book of Ecclesiasticus, chap. xi. 
18,19. There is that waxeth rich by his wariness 
and pinching, and this is the portion of his reward: 
Whereas he saith, I have found rest, and now will eat 
continually of my goods; and yet he knoweth not 
what time shall come upon him; and that he must 
leave those things to others, and die. We may easily 
see whence the above is borrowed. 

Verse 21. So is he] That is, thus will it be. This 
is not an individual case ; all who make this life their 
portion, and who are destitute of the peace and salva- 
tion of God, shall, sooner or later, be surprised in the 
same way. 

Layeth up treasure for himself] This is the essen- 
tial characteristic of a covetous man: he desires 
riches; he gets them; he lays them up, not for the 
necessary uses to which they might be devoted, but 
for hiraself; to please himself, and to gratify his ava- 
ricious soul. Such a person is commonly called a 
miser, i.e. literally, a wretched, miserable man. 

Verse 22. Take no thought] Be not anxvously care- 
ful. See on Matt. vi. 25. 

Verse 25. To his stature one cubit ?} See on Matt. 
vi. 27. 
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Verse 28. Into the oven] See the note on Matt. 
vi. 30. 

Verse 29, Neither be ye of doubtful mind.| Or, wn 
ANXIOUS suspense, jin weTEwpicecbe. Raphelius gives se- 
veral examples to prove that the meaning of the word 
is, to have the mind agitated with useless thoughts, and 
vain imaginations concerning food, raiment, and riches, 
accompamed with perpetual uncertainty. 

Verse 30. The nations of the world seek after] Or, 
earnestly seek, eni(nres from ert, above, over, and 
(ntew, I seek; to seek one thing after another, to be 
continually and eagerly coveting. This is the em- 
ployment of the nations of this world, utterly regard- 
less of God and eternity! It is the essence of heathen- 
ism to live only for this life; and it is the property 
of Christianity to lead men to live here in reference 
to another and better world. Reader! how art thou 
living ? 

Dr. Lightfoot observes on this place, that «oopoc, 
the world, and awv, world or age, have a meaning in 
the sacred writings which they have not in profane 
authors. Avov has relation to the Jewish ages, and 
koouoc to the ages that are not Jewish: hence, by 
ovvrTedeca Tov atwvoc, Matt. xxiv. 3, is meant the end 
of the Jewish age or world: and zpo ypover atwriwr, 
Tit. i. 2, means before the Jewish world began; and 
hence it is that the term world is very often, in the 
New Testament, to be understood only of the Gen- 
tiles. 

Verse 32. Fear not, little flock] Or, very little 
flock, ro puxpov roysviov.. This is what some term a 
double diminutive, and, literally translated, is, /¢t¢le 
little flock. Though this refers solely to the apostles 
and first believers, of whom it was literally true, yet 
we may say that the number of genuine believers has 
been, and is still, small, in comparison of heathens 
and false Christians. 
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The necessity of preparing 


A. M. 4033. ’ 
‘Doo, ©Father’s good pleasure to give you 


An. Olymp. the kingdom. 

33 9 ~ Sell that ye have, and 
give alms; * provide yourselves bags which 
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that 
faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither 
moth corrupteth. * 

34 For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also, 

35 4 ¥ Let your loins be girded about, and 
2 your lights burning ; 

36 And ye yourselves like unto men that 
wait for their lord, when he will return from 
the wedding; that when he cometh and knock- 
eth, they may open unto him immediately. 

37 * Blessed are those servants, whom the 
Lord when he cometh shall find watching : 
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird him- 
self, and make them to sit down to meat, and 
will come forth and serve them. 


w Matt. xix. 21; Acts ii. 45; iv. 34. x Matt. vi. 20; chap. 
xvi. 9; 1 Tim. vi. 19.—y Eph. vi. 14; 1 Pet. i. 13. z Matt. 
Var oc: a Matt. xxiv. 46. b Matt. xxiv. 43; 1 Thess v. 


Ji is your Father's good pleasure] Evdoxnoev, It 
hath pleased, &c., though this tense joined with an in- 
fimtie has often the force of the present. Our Lord 
intimates, God has already given you that kingdom 
which consists in righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost, and has undertaken to protect and save 
you to the uttermost; therefore, fear not ; the small- 
ness of your number cannot hurt you, for omnipotence 
itself has undertaken your cause. 

Verse 33. Sell that ye have] Dispose of your goods. 
Be not like the foolish man already mentioned, who 
laid up the produce of his fields, without permitting 
the poor to partake of God’s bounty ; turn the fruits 
of your fields (which are beyond what you need for 
your own support) into money, and give it in alms; 
and the treasure thus laid out, shall be as laid up for 
yourselves and families in heaven. This purse shall 
not grow old, and this treasure shall not decay. Ye 
shall by and by find both the place where you laid up 
the treasure, and the treasure itself in the place ; for 
he who hath pity on the poor lendeth unto the Lord ; 
and he may rest assured, that whatever, for Christ’s 
sake, he thus lays out, it will be paid him again. 

Verse 34. Where your treasure as] Men fix their 
hearts on their treasures, and often resort to the place 
where they have deposited them, to see that all is safe 
and secure. Let God be the treasure of your soul, 
and let your heart go frequently to the place where his 
honour dwelleth. There is a curious parallel passage 
to this in Plautus, quoted by Bishop Pearce on Matt. 
vi. 21. Nam ego sum hic; animus domi est, sc. cum 
argento meo. “Iam here; but my heart is at home, 
i. e. with my money.” 

Verse 35. Let your loins] Be active, diligent, de- 
termined, ready ; let all hinderances be removed out 
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for death and judgment. 


38 And if he shall come in the A, M. 4033. 
second watch, or come in the third An, Olymp. 
watch, and find them so, blessed st 
are those servants. 

39 » And this know, that if the good man of 
the house had known what hour the thief would 
come, he would have watched, and not have 
suffered his house to be broken through. 

40 ° Be ye therefore ready also: for the 
Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think 
not. 

41 9 Then Peter said unto him, Lord, 

speakest thou this parable unto us, or even to 
all ? , 
42 And the Lord said, 4 Who then is that 
faithful and wise steward, whom his Lord 
shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them their portion of meat in due season ? 

43 Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh shall find so doing. 


2; 2 Pet. iii. 10; Rev. iii. 3; xvi. 15. © Matt. xxiv. 44; XXY. 
13; Mark xiii. 33; chap. xxi. 34, 36; 1 Thess. v. 6; 2 Pet. iii. 
12. d Matt. xxiv. 45; xxv. 21; 1 Cor. iv. 2. 


of the way ; and let the candle of the Lord be always 
found burning brightly in your hand. See on ver. 37. 

Verse 36. That wait for their lord] See the notes 
on Matt. xxv. 1, &c. 

The wedding} How the Jewish weddings were ce- 
lebrated, see in the notes on Matt. viii. 12; xxii. 13. 

Verse 37. He shall gird himself] Alluding to the 
long garments which were worn in the eastern coun- 
tries ; and which, in travelling and serving, were tuck- 
ed up in their belts. That those among the Romans 
who waited on the company at table were girded, and 
had their clothes tucked wp, appears from what Horace 
says, Sat.vi.b.ii.1.107: Veluti succinctus cursitat 
Hospes, He runs about like a girded waiter. The host 
himself often performed this office. And ibid. viii. 10: 
Puer alté cinctus : and that the same custom prevail- 
ed among the Jews appears from John xiii. 4, 5, and 
Luke xvii. 8. From this verse we may gather like- 
wise, that it was the custom of those days, as it was, 
not long since, among us, for the bridegroom, at the 
wedding supper, to wait as a servant upon the com- 
pany. See Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 38. If he shall come in the second watch] 
See the note on Matt. xiv. 25. 

Verse 40. Be ye therefore ready also] It is pretty 
evident that what is related here, from verse 35 to 49, 
was spoken by our Lord at another time. See Matt 
xxiv. 42, &c., and the notes there. 

Verse 42. Faithful and wise steward] See on 
Matt. xxiv. 45; where the several parts of the steward’s 
office are mentioned and explained. Those appear to 
have been stewards among the Jews, whose business 
it was to provide all the members of a family, not 
only with food, but with raiment. 

Verse 45. Begin to beat, &e.] See the different 

1 


The effects produced by 

A. M. 4033. 44 © Of a truth I say unto you, 

An. Oiymp, that he will make him ruler over 
all that he hath. 

45 But andif that servant say in his heart, 
My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin 
to beat the men-servants and maidens, and to 
eat and drink, and to be drunken; 

46 The lord of that servant will come in a 
day when he looketh not for him, and at an 
hour when he is not aware, and will ¢ cut him 
in sunder, and will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers. 

47 And * that servant, which knew his lord’s 
will, and prepared not himself, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. 

48 ‘ But he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required: and 
to whom men have committed much, of him 
they will ask the more. 

49 § * I am come to send fire on the earth ; 
and what will I, if it be already kindled ? 


© Matt. xxiv. 47——1 Matt. xxiv. 48.—— Or, cut him off, Matt. 
xxiv. 51. h Num. xv. 30; Deut. xxv. 2; John ix. 41; xv. 22; 
Acts xvii. 30; James iv. 17. i Lev. v. 17; 1 Tim. i. 13. 


Sn ee ee ee ¥ 
parts of this bad minister’s conduct pointed out on Matt. 
xxiv. 48, 49. 

Verse 46. With the unbelievers.| Or, rather, the 
unfaithful ; tov axtcwv. Persons who had the light 
and knowledge of God’s word, but made an improper 
use of the privileges they received. The persons men- 
tioned here differ widely from unbelievers or infidels, 
viz. those who were in a state of heathenism, because 
they had not the revelation of the Most High: the 
latter knew not the will of God, ver. 48, and, though 
they acted against it, did not do it in obstinacy; the 
former knew that will, and daringly opposed it. They 
were unfaithful, and therefore heavily punished. 

Verse 47. Shall be beaten with many stripes.] 
Criminals among the Jews could not be beaten with 
more than forty stripes; and as this was the sum of 
the severity to which a whipping could extend, it may 
be all that our Lord here means. But, in some cases, 
a man was adjudged to receive fourscore ‘stripes ! 
How could this be, when the law had decreed only 
forty t Answer: By doubling the crime. He received 
forty for each crime; if he were guilty of two offences, 
he might receive fourscore. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 48. Shall be beaten with few] For petty of- 
fences the Jews in many cases inflicted so few as 
four, five, and six stripes. See examples in Light- 
foot. 

From this and the preceding verse we find that 
it is a crime to be ignorant of God’s will; because 
to every one God has given less or more of the means 
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CHAP. XII. 


preaching the Gospel. 


50 But 'I have a baptism to be 4,M 4033. 
baptized with; and how am [I An. Olymp. 
™ straitened till it be accomplished ! ae 

51 "Suppose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; ° but rather 
division : 

52 » For from henceforth there shall be five 
in one house divided, three against two, and 
two against three. 

53 The father shall be divided against the 
son, and the son against the father ; the mother 
against the daughter, and the daughter against 
the mother; the mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law. 

54 4 And he said also to the people, 4 When 
ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straight- 
way ye say, There cometh a shower; and so 
it 1s. 

55 And when ye see the south wind blow, ye 
say, ‘'here will be heat; and it cometh to pass. 

56 Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face 
of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that 
ye do not discern this time ? 


k Ver. 51.—! Matt. xx. 22; Mark x. 38.——m™Or, pained. 
0 Matt. x. 34; ver. 49. © Mic. vii. 6; John vii. 43; ix. 16; 
x. 19.—P Matt. x. 35.—dq Matt. xvi. 2. 


of instruction. Those who have had much light, or 
the opportunity of receiving much, and have not im- 
proved it to their own salvation, and the good of others, 
shall have punishment proportioned to the light they 
have abused. On the other hand, those who have 
had little light, and few means of improvement, shall 
have few stripes,—shall be punished only for the abuse 
of the knowledge they possessed. See at the end of 
the chapter. 

Verse 49. I am come to send fire| See this sub- 
ject largely explained on Matt. x. 34, &c. From the 
connection in which these words stand, both in this 
place and in Matthew, it appears as if our Lord in- 
tended by the word fire, not. only the consuming in- 
fluence of the Roman sword, but also the influence 
of his own Spirit in the destruction of sin. In both 
these senses this fire was already kindled: as yet, 
however, it appeared but as a spark, but was soon to 
break out into an all-consuming flame. 

Verse 50. But I have a baptism] The fire, though 
already kindled, cannot durn up till after the Jews 
have put me to death: then the Roman sword shall 
come, and the Spirit of judgment, burning, and puri- 
fication shall be poured out. 

Verse 51. To give peace] See Matt. x. 34. 

Verse 52. Five in one house divided] See on Matt 
x. 35, 36: 

Verse 54. 

Verse 56. 
the writings 


A cloud rise] See on Matt. xvi. 2, 3. 

This time ?| Can ye not discover from 

of the prophets, and from the events 
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Of the Galileans 


A. M. 4033. 7 T- 
‘A Doo ~=—«o-~ Yea, and why even of you 


An. Olymp. selves judge ye not what is 
CO right ? 
58 * When thou goest with thine adversary 
to the magistrate, ‘as thou art in the way, 
give diligence that thou mayest be delivered 


ST. LUKE. 


slain by Pilate 
from him; lest he hale thee to the ee 


judge, and the judge deliver thee to Sybase 
the officer, and the officer cast thee — 
into prison. 

59 I tell thee, thou shalt not depart thence, 


till thou hast paid the very last * mite. 


r Prov. xxv. 8; Matt. v. 25. 


which now take place, that this is the time of the 
Messiah, and that I am the very person foretold by 
them ? 

Verse 57. And why—judge ye] Even without the 
express declarations of the prophets, ye might, from 
what ye see and hear yourselves, discern that God 
has now visited his people in such a manner as he 
never did before. 

Verse 58. When thou goest with thine adversary] 
This and the next verse are a part of our Lord’s ser- 
mon upon the mount. See them explained Matt. v. 
25, 26. St. Luke is very particular in collecting and 
relating every word and action of our blessed Lord, 
but seldom gives them in the order of time in which 
they were spoken or done. 
Gospel. 


Give diligence] Aog epyactav, Give labour, do every | 


thing in thy power to get free before a suit com- 
mences. 
The officer] Upaxrwp properly signifies such an of- 


ficer as was appointed to levy the fines imposed by the | 


Jaw for a violation of any of its precepts. See Kypke. 

Verse 59. Tull thou hast paid the very last mite.] 
And when can this be, if we understand the text spi- 
ritually ! Can weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth, 
pay to Divine justice the debt a sinner has contracted ? 
This is impossible : let him who readeth understand. 


See the Preface to this , 


t See Mark xii. 42. 


5 See Psa. xxxii. 6; Isa. lv. 6. 


Tue subject of the 47th and 48th verses has been 
greatly misunderstood, and has been used in a very 
dangerous manner. Many have thought that their 
ignorance of Divine things would be a sufficient ex- 
cuse for their crimes; and, that they might have but 
few stripes, they voluntarily continued in ignorance. 
But such persons should know that God will judge 
them for the knowledge they might have received, but 
refused to acquire. No criminal is excused because 
he has been ignorant of the laws of his country, and 
so transgressed them, when it can be proved that 
those very laws have been published throughout the 
land. Much knowledge is a dangerous thing if it be 
not improved; as this will greatly aggravate the con- 
demnation of its possessor. Nor will it avail a per- 
son, in the land of light and information, to be igno- 
rant, as he shall be judged for what he might have 
known; and, perhaps, in this case, the punishment of 
this voluntarily ignorant man will be even greater than 
that of the more enlightened ; because his crimes are 
aggravated by this consideration, that he refused to 
have the light, that he might neither be obliged to 
walk in the light, nor account for the possession of 
it. So we find that the plea of ignorance is a mere 
refuge of lies, and none can plead it who has the 
book of God within his reach, and lives in a country 
' blessed with the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Christ preaches the necessity of repentance, Srom the punishment of 
And by the death of those on whom the tower in Siloam fell, 4, 


6-9. 
1s incensed and is reproved by our Lord, 14-17. 
ven, 20-21. He journeys towards Jerusalem, 


Christ cures a woman who had been afflicted eighteen years, 


and preaches, 22. 
and our Lord’s answer, with the discourse thereon, 23-30. 


the Galileans massacred by Pilate, 1-3. 
5. The parable of the barren fig tree, 
10-13. The ruler of the synagogue 
The parable of the mustard seed, 18, 19; of the lea- 
The question, Are there few saved 2 
He is informed that Herod purposes to kill 


him, 31, 32. Predicts his own death at Jerusalem, and denounces judgments on that impenitent city, 
33-35. 
Sess ([‘HERE were present at that Pilate. had mingled with their sa- A, M; 4033. 
An. Olymp. season some that told him |crifices. An. Olymp. 
CCI, 1. CCIL 1. 


of the *Galileans, whose blood 


2 And Jesus answering said unto 


a Acts v. 37; 


chap. xxiii. 6-12. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIII. 

Verse 1. At that season] At what time this hap- 
pened is not easy to determine; but it appears that 
it was now a piece of news which was told to Christ 
and his disciples for the firsé time. 

Whose blood Pilate had mingled] This piece of his- 
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tory is not recorded (as far as I can find) by Jose- 

phus : however, he states that the Galileans were the 

most seditious people in the land : they belonged pro- 

perly to Herod’s jurisdiction; but, as they kept the 

great feasts at Jerusalem, they probably, by their tu- 

multuous behaviour at some one of them, gave Pilate, 
1 


Necessity of repentance. 


A, M. 4033. them, Suppose ye that these Gali- 
An. Olymp. leans were ” sinners above all the 
Galileans, because they suffered 
such things ? 

3 I tell you, ° Nay: but, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish. 

4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower 
in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that 
they were ‘sinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem ? 


— 


> John ix. 2; Acts xxviii. 4. 


© Hecles. ix. 2; Rom. ii. 8, 9; 


xi. 


who was a mortal enemy to Herod, a pretext to fall 
upon and slay many of them; and thus, perhaps, sa- 
crifice the people to the resentment he had against the 
prince. Archelaus is represented by Josephus as send- 
ing his soldiers into the temple, and slaying 3000 men 
while they were employed in offering sacrifices. Jose- 
phus, War, b. ii. c. 1, s. 3, and ii. c. 5. Some sup- 
pose that this refers to the followers of Judas Gau- 
jonites, (see Acts v. 37,) who would not acknowledge 
the Roman government, a number of whom Pilate sur- 
rounded and slew, while they were sacrificing in the 
temple. See Josephus, Antiq. lib. 18: but this is 
not very certain. 

Verse 4. The tower in Siloam] This tower was 
probably built over one of the porticoes near the pool, 
which is mentioned John ix. 7. See also Neh. iii. 15. 

Debtors, opetAevat, a Jewish phrase for sinners. 
Persons professing to be under the law are bound by 
the law to be obedient to all its precepts ; those who 
obey not are reckoned debtors to the law, or rather to 
that Divine justice from which the law came. A dif- 
ferent word is used when speaking of the Galileans : 
they are termed duapTwAo, as this word is often used 
to signify heathens ; see the notes on chap. vil. 37; 
it is probably used here in nearly a similar sense. 
“ Do ye who live in Jerusalem, and who consider your- 
selves peculiarly attached to the law, and under the 
strongest obligations to obey it—do ye think that those 
Galileans were more heathenish than the rest of the 
Galileans, because they suffered such things? No. It 
was not on this account that they perished : both these 
cases exhibit a specimen of the manner in which ye 
shall all perish, if ye do not speedily repent, and turn 
to God.” 

Verse 5. Ye shall all likewise perish.| 
éuotwc, In a like way, in the same manner. This pre- 
diction of our Lord was literally fulfilled. When the 
city was taken by the Romans, multitudes of the 
priests, &c., who were going on with their sacrifices, 
were slain, and their blood mingled with the blood of 
their victims ; and multitudes were buried under the 
ruins of the walls, houses, and temple. See Josephus, 
War, b. vi. ch. iv., v., vi.; and see the notes on 
Matt. xxiv. 

It is very wrong to.suppose that those who suffer by 
the sword, or by natural accidents, are the most cul- 
pable before God. An adequate punishment for sin 
cannot be inflicted in thts world: what God does here, 
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‘QoavTus, 


CHAP. XIII. 


Of the barren fig tree 


5 I tell you, Nay : but, except ye ene 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

6 | He spake also this parable : 
° A certain man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard ; and he came and sought fruit there- 
on, and found none. 

7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vine- 
yard, Behold, these three years I come seek- 
ing fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut 
it down; why cumbereth it the ground ? 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL.1. 


4 Or, debtors, Matt. xviii. 24; chap. xi. 4. 
xxi, 19. 


© Isa, v. 2; Matt. 


in this way, is in general: Ist, through mercy, to 
alarm others; 2, to show his hatred to sin; 3, to 
preserve in men’s minds a proper sense of his provi- 
dence and justice ; and 4, to give sinners, in one or 
two particular instances, a general specimen of the 
punishment that awaits all the perseveringly impeni- 
tent. 

Verse 6. A certain man] Many meanings are given 
to this parable, and divines may abound in them; the 
sense which our Lord designed to convey by it appears 
to be the following :— 

1. A person, tic, God Almighty. 2. Had a fig tree, 
the Jewish Church. 3. Planted in his vineyard—es- 
tablished in the land of Judea. 4. He came seeking 
fruit—he required that the Jewish people should walk 
in righteousness, in proportion to the spiritual culture 
he bestowed on them. 5. The vine-dresser—the Lord 
Jesus, for God hath committed all judgment to the Son, 
John v. 22. 6. Cut it down—let the Roman sword 
be unsheathed against it. 7. Let it alone—Christ is 
represented as intercessor for sinners, for whose sake 
the day of their probation is often lengthened ; during 


which time he is constantly employed in doing every 


thing that has a tendency to promote their salvation. 
8. Thou shalt cut 1¢ down—a time will come, that 
those who have not turned at God’s invitations and 
reproofs shall be cut off, and numbered with the trans- 
gressors. 

Verse 7. Behold these three years| From this cir- 
cumstance in the parable, it may be reasonably con- 
cluded that Jesus had been, at the time of saying this, 
exercising his ministry for three years past ; and, from 
what is said in verse 8, of letting it alone this year 
also, it may be concluded lkewise that this parable 
was spoken about a year before Christ’s crucifixion ; 
and, if both these conclusions are reasonable, we may 
thence infer that this parable was not spoken at the 
time which appears to be assigned to it, and that the 
whole time of Christ’s public ministry was about four 
years. See Bishop Pearce. But it has already been 
remarked that St. Luke never studies chronological 
arrangement. See the Preface to this Gospel. 

Why cumbereth it the ground 2] Or, in other words, 
Why should the ground be also useless ? The tree it- 
self brings forth no fruit; let it be cut down that a 
more profitable one may be planted in its place. Cut 
it down. The Codex Beze has added here, ¢epe tyv 
afwnv, Bring the axe and cut it down. If this read- 
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The woman bowed together 


ee 8 And he answering said unto 


An. Olymp. him, Lord, let it alone this year 
e+ also, till I shall dig about it, and 
dung zt. 

9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then 
after that thou shalt cut it down. 

10 { And he was teaching in one of the 
synagogues on the Sabbath. 

11 And, behold, there was a woman which 
had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and 
was bowed together, and could in no wise lift 
up herself. 

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her 


f Mark xvi. 18; Acts ix. 17——s Exod. xx. 9. 


ing be genuine, it is doubtless an allusion to Matt. iii. 
10: Now the axe lieth at the root of the trees. If the 
writer has added it on his own authority, he probably 
referred to the place above mentioned. See the note 
on the above text. 

There is something very like this in the Tewzovika, 
or De Re Rustica of the ancient Greek writers on agri- 
culture. I refer to cap. 83 of lib. x., De doe; edit. 
Niclas, entitled, Aevépov axaprov kaprodoperv, How to 
make a barren tree fruitful. Having girded yourself, 
and tied up your garments, take a bipen or axe, and 
with an angry mind approach the tree as if about to 
cut itdown. Then let some person come forward and 
deprecate the cutting down of the tree, making him- 
self responsible for its future fertility. Then, seem to 
be appeased, and so spare the tree, and afterwards it 
will yield fruit in abundance. “ Bean straw (manure 
of that material,) scattered about the roots of the tree, 
will make it fruitful.” That a similar superstition pre- 
vailed among the Asiatics, Michaelis proves from the 
Cosmographer Jin Alvardi, who prescribes the follow- 
ing as the mode to render a sterile palm tree fruitful : 
“The owner, armed with an axe, having an attendant 
with him, approaches the tree, and says, I must cut 
this tree down, because it is unfruitful. Let it alone, 
I beseech thee, says the other, and this year it will 
bring forth fruit. The owner immediately strikes it 
thrice with the back of his axe; but the other pre- 
venting him says, I beseech thee to Spare it, and [ will 
be answerable for its fertility. Then the tree becomes 
abundantly fruitful.” Does not our Lord refer to such 
a custom ? 

Verse 11. 4 woman which had a spirit of infirmi- 
ty] Relative to this subject three things may be con- 
sidered :— 

I. The woman’s infirmity. 

II. Her cure. And 

III. The conduct of the ruler of the synagogue on 
the occasion. 


I. The woman’s infirmity. 

1. What was its origin? Sin. Had this never en- 
tered into the world, there had not been either pain, 
distortion, or death. 

2. Who was the agent in it? Satan; ver. 16. 
God has often permitted demons to act on and in the 
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loosed on the Sabbath day 


to him, and said unto her, Woman, ar ae 


thou art loosed from thine infir- < on 
mity. ApS 
13 f And he laid Azs hands on her: and im- 


mediately she was made straight, and glorified 
God. 

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered 
with indignation, because that Jesus had healed 
on the Sabbath day; and said unto the peo- 
ple, ® There are six days in which men ought 
to work : in them therefore come and be healed, 
and » not on the Sabbath day. 

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, 


h Matt. xii. 10; Mark iii. 2; chap. vi. 7; xiv. 3. 


bodies of men and women; and it is not improbable 
that the principal part of unaccountable and inexplica- 
ble disorders still come from the same source. 

3. What was the nature of this infirmity ? She was 
bowed together, bent down to the earth, a situation 
equally painful and humiliating ; the violence of which 
she could not support, and the shame of which she 
could not conceal. 

4. What was the duration of this infirmity ? Eigh- 
teen years. A long time to be under the constant and 
peculiar influence of the devil. 

What was the effect of this infirmity? The woman 
was so bowed together that she could in no case stand 
straight, or look toward heaven. 


II. The woman’s cure. 


1. Jesus saw her, ver. 12. Notwithstanding her 
infirmity was great, painful, and shameful, she took 
care to attend the synagogue. While she hoped for 
help from God, she saw it was her duty to wait in the 
appointed way, in order to receive it. Jesus saw her 
distress, and the desire she had both to worship her 
Maker and to get her health restored, and his eye af- 
fected his heart. 

2. He called her to him. Her heart and her dis- 
tress spoke loudly, though her lips were silent ; and, 
as she was thus calling for help, Jesus calls her to him- 
self that she may receive help. 

3. Jesus laid his hands on her. The hand of his 
holiness terrifies, and the hand of his power expels, 
the demon. Ordinances, however excellent, will be 
of no avail to a sinner, unless he apprehend Christ in 
them. 

4. Immediately she was made straight, ver. 13. 
This cure was—1. A speedy one—it was done in an 
imstant. 2. It was a perfect one—she was made com- 
pletely whole. 3. It was a public one—there were 
many to attest and render it credible. 4. It was a 
stable and permanent one—she was loosed, for ever 
loosed from her infirmity. 5. Her soul partook of the 
good done to her body—she glorified God. As she 
knew before that it was Satan who had bound her, she 
knew also that it was God only that could loose her; 
and now, feeling that she is loosed, she gives God that 
honour which is due to his name. 

1 


Parable of the mustard seed. 


ge ae Thou hypocrite, ‘ doth not each one 
oe of you on the Sabbath loose his ox 


or his ass from the stall, and lead 
him away to watering ? 

16 And ought not this woman, * being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, 
lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this 
bond on the Sabbath day? 

17 And when he had said these things, all 
his adversaries were ashamed: and all the 
people rejoiced for all the glorious things that 
were done by him. 

18 {7 } Then said he, Unto what is the king- 
dom of God like? and whereunto shall I re- 
semble it ? 

19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which 
a man took, and cast into his garden; and it 
grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls 
of the air lodged in the branches of it. 

20 § And again he said, Whereunto shall I 
liken the kingdom of God ? 


CHAP. XIII. 


On entering the strait gate. 


21 It is like leaven, which a wo- ae ae 


-man took and hid in three ™ measures ra Olymp. 
of meal, till the whole was leavened. 


Se 


22 And he went through the cities and 


villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jeru- 


salem. 
23 9 Then said one unto him, Lord, ° Are 
there few that be saved? And he said unto 


l them,. « 


24 » Strive to enter in at the strait gate : for 
4many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, 
and shall not be able. 

25 * When once the master of the house is 
risen up, and * hath shut to the door, and ye 
begin to stand without, and to knock at the 
door, saying, t Lord, Lord, open unto us ; and 
he shall answer and say unto you, "I know 
you not whence ye are: 

26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have 
eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast 
taught in our streets. 


i Chap. xiv. 5. k Chap. xix. 9.—! Matt. xiii. 31; 
iv. 30.— See Matt. xiii. 33. 
°2 Esdr. viii. 1, 3. 


Mark 
n Matt. ix. 35; Mark vi. 6& 
P Matt. vii. 13. 


4See John vil. 34; vill. 21; xiii, 33; Rom.. ix. 31. t Psa, 
xxxil. 6; Isa. lv. 6.——* Matthew xxv. 10.—+ Chap. vi. 46. 
u Matt. vii. 23; xxv. 12. 


III. The conduct of the ruler of the synagogue on 
the occasion. 

1. He answered with indignation, ver. 14. It would 
seem as if the demon who had left the woman’s body 
had got into fis heart. It is not an infrequent case 
to find a person filled with rage and madness, while 
beholding the effects of Christ’s power upon others. 
Perhaps, like this ruler, he pretends zeal and concern 
for the honour of religion: ‘ These preachings, 
prayer meetings, convictions, conversions, &c., are not 
carried on in Ais way, and therefore they cannot be of 
God.” Let such take care, lest, while denying the 
operation of God’s hand, they be given up to demonic 
influence. 

2. He endeavours to prevent others from receiving 
the kind help of the blessed Jesus—He said unto the 
people, &c., ver. 14. Men of this character who have 
extensive influence over the poor, &c., do immense 
harm: they often hinder them from hearing that word 
which is able to save their souls. But for this also 
they must stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
Reader, hast thou ever acted in this way? 

3. Jesus retorts his condemnation with peculiar 
force; ver. 15, 16. Thou Aypocrite—to pretend 
zeal for God’s glory, when it is only the workings 
of thy malicious, unfeeling, and uncharitable heart. 
Wouldst thou not even take thy ass to water upon the 
Sabbath day ? And wouldst thou deprive a daughter 
of Abraham (one of thy own nation and relig zion) of 
the merey and goodness of God upon the Sabbath ? q 
Was not the Sabbath instituted for the benefit of man ? 

4. His adversaries were ashamed, ver. 17. The 
mask of their hypocrisy, the only covering they had, 
is taken away; and now they are exposed to the 

Vot. I. ( 2935) 


just censure of that multitude whom they deceived, 
and from whom they expected continual applause. 

5. His indignation and uncharitable censure, not 
only turn to his own confusion, but are made the in- 
struments of the edification of the multitude—ihey 
rejoiced at all the glorious things which he did. Thus, 
O Lord! the wrath of man shall praise thee, and the 
remainder thereof thou shalt restrain. 

A preacher will know how to apply this subject to 
general edification. 

Verses 18, 19. The kingdom—is lke a grain of 
mustard seed] See on Matt. xiii. 3-1. 

Verse 21. Like leaven] See this explained, Matt. 
Xili. 33. 

Verse 22. Journeying toward Jerusalem.] Luke 
represents all that is said, from chap. ix. 51, as hav- 
ing been done and spoken while Christ was on his last 
journey to Jerusalem. See the note on chap. ix. 51, 
and xii. 58, and see the Preface. 

Verse 23. Are there few that be saved 2] A ques- 
tion either of ampertinence or curiosity, the answer to 
which can profit no man. The grand question is, 
Can I be saved? Yes. How? Strive earnestly to en- 
ter in through the strait gate—aywvritecbe, agonze— 
exert every power of body and soul—let your salva- 
tion be the grand business of yeur whole life. 

Verse 24. Many—will seek] They seek—wish and 
desire ; but they do not strive: therefore, because 
they will not agonize—will not be in earnest, they 
shall not get in. See this subject more particularly 
explained on Matt. vii. 13, 14. 


Verse 25. And hath shut to the door] See 
the notes on Matt. vil. 22, 23, and xxv. 10, 
11-41. 
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Jesus is informed that 


era 27 ¥ But he shall say, I tell you, I 
An. Olymp. know you not whence ye are; “ de- 

alu part from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity. 


28 * There shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, ¥ when ye shall see Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 

29 And they shall come from, the east, and 
from the west, and from the north, and from the 
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. 


ST. LUKE. 


Herod purposes to kall him. 
30 *% And, behold, there are last 4,™M, 403%. 


which shall be first, and there are An. Oyee. 
first which shall be last. ao 

31 9 The same day there came certain of 
the Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee out, 
and depart hence ; for Herod will kill thee. 

32 And he said unto them, Go ye and tell 
that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do 
cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third day 
#1 shall be perfected. 

33 Nevertheless I must walk to-day, and to- 


Vv Matt. vil. 23; xxv. 41 ; ver. 25.——W Psa. vi. 8; Matt. xxv. 41. 
x Matt. vill. 12; xin. 42; xxiv. dl. 


Verse 28. Abraham, and Isaac, &c.| See on Matt. 
viii. 12, where the figures and allusions made use of 
here are particularly explained. 

Verse 29. They shall come] That is, the Gentiles, 
in every part of the world, shall receive the Gospel of 
the grace of God, when the Jews shall have reject- 
ed it. 

Verse 30. There are last which shall be first] See 
on Matt. xix. 30. 

Verse 31. Depart hence, &c.] It is probable that 
the place from which Christ was desired to depart was 
Galilee or Perea; for beyond this Herod had no juris- 
diction. It can scarcely mean Jerusalem, though it 
appears from chap. xxii. 7, that Herod Antipas was 
there at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion. 

Herod will kill thee.| Lactantius says that this 
Herod was the person who chiefly instigated the Jewish 
rulers to put our Lord to death: Tum Pontius, et 
alorum clamoribus, et Herodis tetrarche instigatione, 
metuentis ne regno pelleretur, victus est :—fearing 
lest himself should be expelled from the kingdom, if 
Christ should be permitted to set up his. See Lacr. 
Inst. Div. lib. iv. ¢. xviii., and Bishop Pearce on 
Luke xxiii. 7. 

Verse 32. Tell that fox] Herod wasa very vicious 
prince, and lived in public incest with his sister-in- 
law, Mark vi. 17: if our Lord meant him here, it is 
hard to say why the character of fox, which implies 
cunning, design, and artifice, to hide evil intentions, 
should be attributed to him, who never seemed studi- 
ous to conceal his vices. But we may suppose that 
Christ, who knew his heart, saw that he covered his 
desire for the destruction of our Lord, under the pre- 
tence of zeal for the law and welfare of the Jewish 
people. A fox among the Jews appears to have been 
the emblem of a wicked ruler, who united cunning 
with cruelty, and was always plotting how he might 
aggrandize himself by spoiling the people. See a quo- 
tation in Schoetigen. 

The following observation from the judicious Bishop 
Pearce deserves attention. “It is not certain,” says 
he, “that Jesus meant Herod here: he might only 
have intended to call that man so, from whom the ad- 
vice of departing came, (whether from the speaker 
himself, or the person who sent him,) for it is proba- 
ble, that the advice was given craftily, and with design 
to frighten Jesus, and make him go from that place.” 
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z Matthew xix. 30; xx. 16; Mark x. 31. 
a Heb. ii. 10. 


y Matthew viii. 11. 


To-day and to-morrow] I am to work miracles for 
two days more, and on the third day I shall be put to 
death. But it is probable that this phrase only means, 
that he had but a shoré time to live, without specifying 
its duration. 

Perfected.) Or finished, redevovyat. I shall then 
have accomplished the purpose for which I came into 
the world, leaving nothing wndone which the counsel 
of God designed me to complete. Hence, in reference 
to our Lord, the word implies his dying; as the plan 
of human redemption was not finished, till he bowed 
his head and gave up the ghost on the cross: see 
John xix. 30, where the same word is used. It is 
used also in reference to Christ’s death, Heb. ii. 10; 
v. 9; see also Acts xx. 24, and Heb. xii, 23. The 
word finish, &c., is used in the same sense both by 
the Greeks and Latins. See Kypxe. 

Verse 33. I must walk, &c.] I must continue to 
work miracles and teach for a short time yet, and then 
I shall die in Jerusalem: therefore I cannot depart, 
according to the advice given me, (ver. 31,) nor can 
a hair of my head fall to the ground till my work be 
all done. 

To-day and to-morrow, &c.] Kypke contends that 
the proper translation of the original is, J must walk 
to-day and to-morrow IN THE NEIGHBOURING COASTS: 
and that exouevy is often understood in this way: see 
Mark i. 38, and his notes there. That Christ was 
now in the jurisdiction of Herod, as he supposes, is 
evident from ver. 31; that he was on his last journey 
to Jerusalem, chap. ix. 51; that he had just passed 
through Samaria, chap. ix. 52, 56; that as Samaria 
and Judea were under the Roman procurator, and 
Perea was subject to Herod Antipas, therefore he con- 
cludes that Christ was at this time in Perea; which 
agrees with Matt. xix. 1, and Mark x. 1, and Luke 
Xvii. 11. He thinks, if the words be not understood 
in this way, they are contrary to ver. 32, which says 
that on it Christ is to die, while this says he is to live 
and act. 

Perish out of Jerusalem.] A man who professes to 
be a prophet can be tried on that ground only by the 
grand Sanhedrin, which always resides at Jerusalem ; 
and as the Jews are about to put me to death, under 
the pretence of my being a false prophet, therefore 
my sentence must come from this city, and my death 
| take place in it. 

) 


C29" 


Christ predicts the 


fel 088. morrow, and the day following: for 


Sper: it cannot be that a prophet perish 
out of Jerusalem. 

34 »O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest 
the prophets, and stonest them that are sent 
unto thee! how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, as a hen doth gather her 


b Matt. xxiii. 37. 


¢ Lev. xxvi. 31, 323 Psa. Ixix. 25; Isa, i.7; 
Dan. ix. 27; Micah ili. 12. 


Verse 34. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem] See the note 
on Matt. xxiii. 37-39, where the metaphor of the hen 
is illustrated from the Greek Anthology. 

Verse 35. Your house] ‘O o:xoc, the temple—called 
here your house, not my house—I acknowledge it no 
longer; I have abandoned it, and will dwell in it no 
more for ever. So he said, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17, 
when he delivered the temple into the hands of the 
Chaldeans—the house of your sanctuary. A similar 
form of speech is found, Exod. xxxii. 7, where the 
Lord said to Moses, Tuy people, &c., to intimate that 


CHAP. 


XIV. 


destruction of Jerusalem 


brood under. her wings, and ye 4,™, 4033. 
would not! 

35 Behold, * your house is left 
unto you desolate : and verily I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me, until the time come when 
ye shall say, ¢ Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord. 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


4 Psa. exviii. 26; Matt. xxi.9; Mark xi. 10; chap. xix. 38; John 
xii 13s 


he acknowledged them no longer for his followers. 
See the notes on Matt. xxiii: 21, 38. But some 
think that our Lord means, not the temple, but the 
whole commonwealth of the Jews. 

The principal subjects in this chapter may be found 
considered at large, on the parallel places in Matthew 
and Mark, to which the reader is referred. As to the 
account of the woman with the spirit of infirmity, 
which is not mentioned by any other of the evange- 
lists, see it largely illustrated in the notes on ver. 
10, &e. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Christ heals a man ill of the dropsy, on a Sabbath day, 1-6. 
The parable of the great supper, 15-24. 
The parable of the prudent builder, who estimates the cost before he 
And of the provident king, 31, 32. 


The poor to be fed, and not the rich, 12-14. 
become disciples of Christ, 25-27. 
commences his work, 28-30. 


He inculcates humility by a parable, 7-11. 
How menmust . 


The use of these parables, 33. The 


utility of salt while in its strength and perfection; and its total uselessness when it has lost its savour; 


34, 35. 
foes. AND it came to pass, *as he the Sabbath day, that they watch: 4,M- 4083. 
ecb ls went into the house of one of | ed him. An, Clymp 
‘*_ the chief Pharisees to eat bread on} 2 And, behold, there was a certain ee 
a Job v. 13, 15; Psa. xxxvii. 32; cxl. 5; | Jer. xx. 10; Mark iil. 2; chap. vi: 7; xi: 37. 
NOTES ON CHAP. XIV. bane of religious solemnity, giving and receiving visits 
Verse 1. Chief Pharisees] Or, one of the rulers | on the Lord’s day. 


of the Pharisees. A man who was of the sect of the 
Pharisees, and one of the rulers of the people. 

To eat bread on the Sabbath day| But why is it 
that there should be an invitation or dinner given on 
the Sabbath day? Answer: The Jews purchased and 
prepared the best viands they could procure for the 
Sabbath day, in order to do it honour. See several 
proofs in Lightfoot. As the Sabbath is intended for 
the benefit both of the body and soul of man, it should 
not be a day of austerity or fasting, especially among 
the labouring poor. The most wholesome and nutri- 
tive food should be then procured if possible; that 
both body and soul may feel the influence of this 
Divine appointment, and give God the glory of his 
grace. On this blessed day, let every man eat his 
bread with gladness and singleness of heart, praising 
God. In doing this, surely there is no reason that a 
man should feed himself without fear. If the Sab- 
bath be a festival, let it be observed unto the Lord ; 
and let no unnecessary acts be done; and avoid that 

1 


They watched him.| Or, were maliciously watching, 
rapatnpovuevoi—from mapa, intens. or denoting 2, 
and typew, to observe, watch. Raphelius, on Mark iii. 
2, has proved from a variety of authorities that this 
is a frequent meaning of the word :—clam et insidiosé 
observare, quid alter agat—to observe privately and 
insidiously what another does. The context plainly 
proves that this is the sense in which it is to be taken 
here. The conduct of this Pharisee was most execta- 
ble. Professing friendship and affection, he invited 
our blessed Lord to his table, merely that he might 
have a more favourable opportunity of watching his 
conduct, that he might accuse him, and take away his 
life. In eating and drinking, people feel generally less 
restraint than at other times, and are apt to converse: 
more freely. The man who can take such an ad- 
vantage over one of his own guests must have a 
baseness of soul, and a fellness of malice, of which, 
we would have thought, for the honour of human na-~ 
ture, that devils alone were capable. Among the 
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A man healed of the dropsy. 


A. M. 4033. : : 
toa ppatl before him which had the 


An. Olymp. dropsy. 

ae 3 And Jesus answering spake 
unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ° Is 
it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day ? 

4 And they held their peace. And he took 
him, and healed him, and let him go; 

5 And answered them, saying, ° Which of 
you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a 
pit, and will not straightway pull him out on 
the Sabbath day ? 

6 And they could not answer him again to 
these things. 

7 | And he put forth a parable to those 
which were bidden, when he marked how they 
chose out the chief rooms ; saying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a 


ST. LUKE. 


Humility inculcated. 


wedding, sit not down in the highest 4,™, 4038. 
room, lest a more honourable man = og 
than thou be bidden of him ; a 

9 And he that bade thee and him, come and 
say to thee, Give this man place; and thou 
begin with shame to take the lowest room. 

10 ¢ But when thou art bidden, go and sit 
down in the lowest room; that when he that 
bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, 
go up higher: then shalt thou have worship 
in the presence of them that sit at meat with 
thee. 

11 © For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased ; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 

12 ¥- Then said he also to him that bade 
him, When thou makest a dinner or a supper, 


b Matt. xii. 10. © Exod. xxiii.5; Deut. xxii. 4; chap. xiii. 15. 


4 Prov. xxv. 6, 7. 


Turks, if a man only taste salt with another, he holds 
himself bound, in the most solemn manner, never to 
do that person any injury. Ishall make no apology 
for inserting the following anecdote. 

A public robber in Persia, known by the name of 
Yacoub, ibn Leits Saffer, broke open the treasury of 
Dirhem, the governor of Sistan. Notwithstanding the 
obscurity of the place, he observed, in walking forward, 
something that sparkled a little: supposing it to be 
some precious stones, he put his hand on the place, 
and taking up something, touched it with his tongue, 
and found it to be salt. He immediately left the trea- 
sury, without taking the smallest article with him! 
The governor finding in the morning that the treasury 
had been broken open, and that nothing was carried 
off, ordered it to be published, that “ Whoever the 
robber was who had broke open the treasury, if he 
declared himself, he should be freely pardoned, and that 
he should not only receive no injury, but should be re- 
ceived into the good graces of the governor.” Con- 
fiding in the promise of Dirhem, Yacoud appeared. 
The governor asked, How it came to pass that, after 
having broken open the treasury, he took nothing 
away t Yacoud related the affair as it happened, and 
added, “ I believed that I was become your FRIEND in 
eating of your saur, and that the uaws of that Sriend- 
ship would not permit me to touch any thing that ap- 
pertained to you.” D’Herbelot. Bib. Orient. p- 415. 
How base must that man be, who professes Chris- 
tianity, and yet makes his own table a snare for his 
friend ! 

Verse 2. The dropsy.| ‘Ydparukoc, dropsical ; from 
ddap, water, and ww, the countenance, because in this 
disorder the face of the patient is often very much 
bloated. Probably the insidious Pharisee had brought 
this dropsical man to the place, not doubting that our 
Lord’s eye would affect his heart, and that he would 
instantly cure him; and then he could most plausibly 
accuse him for a breach of the Sabbath. 
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If this were 


¢ Job xxii. 29; Psa. xviii. 27; Prov. xxix. 23; Matt. xxiii. 12; 
chap. xvill. 14; James iv. 6; 1 Pet. v. 5. 


the case, and it is likely, how deep must have been 
the perfidy and malice of the Pharisee ! 

Verse 4. They held their peace.] They could not 
answer the question but in the affirmative; and as they 
were determined to accuse him if he did heal the man, 
they could not give an answer but such as would con- 
demn themselves, and therefore they were silent. 

Verse 5. An ass or anox| See on chap. xiii. 15. 

Verse 7. They chose out the chief rooms] When 
custom and law have regulated and settled places in 
public assemblies, a man who is obliged to attend may 
take the place which belongs to him, without injury to 
himself or to others: when nothing of this nature is 
settled, the law of humility, and the love of order, are 
the only judges of what is proper. To take the high- 
est place when it is not our due is public vanity : ob- 
stinately to refuse it when offered is another instance 
of the same vice, though private and concealed. Hu- 
mility takes as much care to avoid the ostentation of an 
affected refusal, as the open seeking of a superior place. 
See Quesnel. In this parable our Lord only repeats 
advices which the rabbins had given to their pupils, 
but were too proud to conform to themselves. Rabbi 
Akiba said, Go two or three seats lower than the place 
that belongs to thee, and sit there till they say unto 
thee, Go up higher ; but do not take the uppermost 
seat, lest they say unto thee, Come down: for it is 
better that they should say unto thee, Go up, go up 3 
than that they should say, Come down, come down. 
See Schoettgen. 

Verse 11. For whosoever ewalteth himself, &c.] 
This is the unchangeable conduct of God: he is ever 
abasing the proud, and giving grace, honour, and glory 
to the humble. 

Verse 12. Call not thy friends, &c.] Our Lord 
certainly does not mean that a man should not enter- 
tain at particular times, his friends, &c. ; but what he 
inculeates here is charity to the poor ; and what he 
condemns is those entertainments which are given to 

1 


The parable of 


eS e* call not thy friends, nor thy bre- 


fink thren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy 
rich neighbours ; lest they also bid 
thee again, and a recompense be made thee. 

13 But when thou makest a feast, call f the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 

14 And thou shalt be blessed ; for they can- 
not recompense thee: for thou shalt be re- 
compensed at the resurrection of the just. 

15 § And when one of them that sat at 
meat with him heard these things, he said 
unto him, & Blessed zs he that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God. 

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man 
made a great supper, and bade many: 

17 And ‘sent his servant at supper time to 
say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready, 

18 And they all with one consent began to 
make excuse. ‘The first said unto him, I 
have bought a piece of ground, and I must 
needs go and see it: I pray thee have me 
excused. : 


f Neh. viii 10, 12; Tob. ii. 2; iv. 7.——8 Rev. xix. 9. Matt. 
xxii. gets Prov. ix. 2,5, 


the rich, either to flatter them, or to procure a similar 
return; because the money that is thus criminally 
jaid out properly belongs to the poor. 

Verse 14. For they cannot recompense thee] Be- 
cause you have done it for God’s sake only, and they 
cannot make you a recompense, therefore God will 
consider himself your debtor, and wil] recompense you 
in the resurrection of the righteous. There are many 
very excellent sayings among the rabbins on the ex- 
cellence of charity. They produce both Job and Abra- 
ham as examples of a very merciful disposition. ‘Job, 
say they, had an open door on each of the four quar- 
ters of his house, that the poor, from whatever direc- 
tion they might come, might find the door of hospita- 
lity open to receive them. But Abraham was more 
charitable than Job, for he travelled over the whole 
land in order to find out the poor, that he might con- 
duct them to his house.” 

Verse 15. That shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
God.] This is spoken in conformity to the general 
expectation of the Jews, who imagined that the king- 
dom of the Messiah should be wholly of a secular na- 
wre. Instead of aprov, bread, EKMS-—V, more than 
one hundred others, with some versions and fathers, 
read apicov, a dinner. This is probably the best read- 
ing, as it is likely it was a dinner at which they now 
sat; and it would be natural for the person to say, 
Happy is he who shall dine in the kingdom of God. 
It does not appear that there was any but this person 
present, who was capable of relishing the conversa- 
tion of our Lord, or entering at all into its spiritual 
reference. 

1 


CHAP. XIV. 


the great supper 


19 And another said, I have 4A,M. 1 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go ss yet: 
to prove them: I pray thee have ca 
me excused. 

20 And another said, I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come. 

21 So that servant came, and showed his 
lord these things. Then the master of the 
house being angry said to his servant, Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the halt, and the blind. 

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as 
thou hast commanded, and yet there is room. 

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

24 For I say unto you, * That none of those 
men which were bidden shall taste of my sup- 
per. 

25 9 And there went great multitudes with 
him: and he turned, and said unto them, 

26 !' If any man come to me, ™ and hate not 


k Matt. xxi. 43; xxii. 8; Acts xiii. 46——! Deut. xiii. 6; xxxiii. 
9; Matt. x. 37.——™ Rom. ix. 13. 


Verse 16-24. A certain man made a great supper, 
&c.] See a similar parable to this, though not spoken 
on the same occasion, explained, Matt. xxii. 1-14. 

Verse 17. Sent his servant] Messengers are sent 
to invite the guests to a Hindoo feast ; when not only 
relations, but all persons of the same division of caste 
in the neighbourhood, are invited. A refusal to attend 
is considered as a great affront. 

Verse 22. And yet there 1s room.] On some occa- 
sions, so numerous are the guests that there is not 
room for them to sit in the court of the person who 
makes the feast, and a larger is therefore borrowed. 

Verse 23. Compel them to come in] Avayxacor, 
Prevail on them by the most earnest entreaties. The 
word is used by Matthew, chap. xiv. 22, and by Mark, 
chap. vi. 45; in both which places, when Christ is 
said, avayxagevy, to constrain his disciples to get inta 
the vessel, nothing but his commanding or persuading 
them to do it can be reasonably understood. The La- 
tins use cogo, and compello, in exactly the same sense, 
i. e. to prevail on by prayers, counsels, entreaties, &c. 
See several examples in Bishop Pearce, and in Kypxre. 
No other kind of constraint is ever recommended in 
the Gospel of Christ; every other kind of compulsion 
is antichristian, can only be submitted to by cowards 
and knaves, and can produce nothing but hypocrites, 
See at the end of the chapter. 

Verse 26. And hate not] Matthew, chap. x. 37, 
expresses the true meaning of this word, when he 
says, He who loveth his father and mother more than 
me. In chap. vi. 24, he us2s the word hate in the 
same sense, When we read, Rom. ix. 13, Jacob have 
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The necessity of 


A. eae his father, and mother, and wife, 
An. Olymp. and children, and brethren, and _sis- 

a ters, ® yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple. 

27 And ° whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 

28 For ? which of you, intending to build a 
tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish at ? 

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foun- 
dation, and is not able to finish 2¢, all that be- 
hold zt begin to mock him, 

30 Saying, This man began to build, and 
was not able to finish. 

31 Or what king going to make war against 


ST. LUKE. 


leaving all for Christ. 


another king, sitteth not down first, 4, M. 4089. 

and consulteth whether he be able An. Olymp. 
CCII 

with ten thousand to meet him that 

cometh against him with twenty thousand ? 

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great 
way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and de- 
sireth conditions of peace. 

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. 

34 J 4% Salt zs good: but if a salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned ? 

35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for 
the dunghill; but men cast it out. He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 


0 Rev. xii. 11. 


© Matt. xvi. 24; Mark viii. 34; chap. ix. 23; 


I loved, but Esau have I hated, the meaning is simply, 
[I have loved Jacob—the Israelites, more than Esau— 
the Edomites; and that this is no arbitrary interpre- 
tation of the word hate, but one agreeable to the He- 
brew idiom, appears from what is said on Gen. xxix. 
30, 31, where Leah’s being hated is explained by Ra- 
ehel’s being loved more than Leah. See also Deut. 
xxi. 15-17; and Bishop Pearce on this place. See 
also the notes on Matt. x. 37. 

Verse 27. Doth not bear his cross] See on Matt. 
X. 38; xvi. 24. 

Verse 28, To build a tower] Probably this means 
no more than a dwelling house, on the top of which, 
according to the Asiatic manner, battlements were 
built, both toa take the fresh air on, and to serve for 
refuge from and defence against an enemy. It was 
also used for prayer and meditation. 

This parable represents the absurdity of those who 
undertook to be disciples of Christ, without consider- 
ing what difficulties they were to meet with, and what 
strength they had to: enable them to go through with 
the undertaking. He that will be a true disciple of 
Jesus Christ shall require no less than the mighty 
power of God to support him; as both hell and earth 
will unite to destroy him. 

Verse 33. Whosoever he be of you] This seems 
to be addressed particularly to those who were then, 
and who were to be, preachers of his Gospel; and 
who were to travel over all countries, publishing sal- 
vation to a lost world. 

Verse 34. Salt is gaod| See on Matt. v, 
Mark ix. 51, 


13, and 


On the subject referred to this place from ver. 23, 
Compel them to come in, which has been adduced to 
favour religious persecution, I find the following sen- 
sible and just observations in Dr. Dodd’s notes. 

“Ist. Persecution for conscience’ sake, that is, in- 
flicting penalty upon men merely for their religious 
principles or worship, is plainly founded on a supposi- 
tion that one man has a right to judge for another in 
Matters of religion, which is manifestly absurd, and 
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2 Tim. iii. 12.——? Prov. xxiv. 27———4 Matt. v.13; Mark ix. 50 


has been fully proved to be so by many excellent writ- 
ers of our Church. 

“2nd. Persecution is most evidently’ inconsistent 
with that fundamental principle of morality, that we 
should do to others as we could reasonably wish they 
should do to us; a rule which carries its own demon- 
stration with it, and was intended to take off that bias 
of self-love which would divert us from the straight 
line of equity, and render us partial judges betwixt our 
neighbours and ourselves. I would ask the advocate 
of wholesome severities, how he would relish his own 
arguments if turned upon himself? What if he were 
to go abroad into the world among Papists, if he be a 
Protestant ; among Mohammedans if he be a Christian ? 
Supposing he were to behave like an honest man, a 
good neighbour, a peaceable subject, avoiding every 
injury, and taking all opportunities to serve and oblige 
those about him ; would he think that, merely beeause 
he refused to follow his neighbours to their altars or 
their mosques, he should be seized and imprisoned, his 
goods confiscated, his person condemned to tortures or 
death? Undoubtedly he would complain of this as a 
very great hardship, and soon see the absurdity and 
injustice of such a treatment when it fell upon him, 
and when such measure as he would mete to others 
was measured to him again. 

“3d. Persecution is absurd, as being by no means 
calculated to answer the end which its patrons profess 
to intend by it; namely, the glory of God, and the sal- 
vation of men. Now, if it does any good to men at 
all, it must be by making them truly religious ; but re- 
ligion is not a mere name or a ceremony. True reli- 
gion imports an entire change of the heart, and it 
must be founded in the inward conviction of the mind, 
or it is impossible it should be, what yet it must be, a 
reasonable service. Let it only be considered what 
violence and persecution can do towards producing 
such an inward conviction. A man might as reason- 
ably expect to bind an immaterial spirit with a cord, or 
to beat down a wall with an argument, as to convince 
the understanding by threats and tortures. Persecu- 
tion is much more likely to make men hypocrites than 

1 


Publicans and sinners draw 


sincere converts. They may perhaps, if they have 
not a firm and heroic courage, change their profession 
while they retain their sentiments; and, supposing 
them before to be unwarily in the wrong, they may 
learn to add falsehood and villany to error. How glo- 
rious a prize! especially when one considers at what 
an expense it is gained. But, 

“4th. Persecution tends to produce much mischief 
and confusion in the world. It is mischievous to 
those on whom it falls; and in its consequences so 
mischievous to others, that one would wonder any 
wise princes should ever have admitted it into their 
dominions, or that they should not have immediately 
banished it thence ; for, even where it succeeds so far 
as to produce a change in men’s forms of worship, it 
generally makes them no more than hypocritical pro- 
fessors of what they do not believe, which must un- 
doubtedly debauch their characters; so that, having 
been villains in one respect, it is very probable that 
they will be so in another, and, having brought deceit 
and falsehood into their religion, that they will easily 
bring it into their conversation and commerce. This 
will be the effect of persecution where it is yielded 
to; and where it is opposed (as it must often be by 
upright and conscientious men, who have the greater 
claim upon the protection and favour of government) 
the mischievous consequences of its fury will be more 
flagrant and shocking. - Nay, perhaps, where there is 
no true religion, a native sense of honour in a gene- 
yous mind may stimulate it to endure some hardships 
for the cause of truth. ‘ Obstinacy,’ as one well ob- 
serves, ‘may rise as the understanding is oppressed, 
and continue its opposition for a while, merely to 
avenge the cause of its injured liberty.’ 

“ Nay, 5th. The cause of truth itself must, human- 
ly speaking, be not only obstructed, but destroyed, 
should persecuting principles universally prevail. For, 
even upon the supposition that in some countries it 
might tend to promote and establish the purity of the 
Gospel, yet it must surely be a great impediment to 
its progress. What wise heathen or Mohammedan 
prince would ever admit Christian preachers into his 
dominions, if he knew it was a principle of their 
religion that, as soon as the majority of the people 
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near to hear our Lord. 


were converted by arguments, the rest, and himself 
with them, if he continued obstinate, must be prose- 
lyted or extirpated by fire and sword? If it be, as the 
advocates for persecution have generally supposed, 
a dictate of the law of nature to propagate the true 
religion by the sword; then certainly a Mohammedan 
or an idolater, with the same notions, supposing him 
to have truth on his side, must think himself obliged 
in conscience to arm his powers for the extirpation of 
Christianity ; and thus a holy war must cover the face 
of the whole earth, in which nothing but a miracle 
could render Christians successful against so vast a 
disproportion in numbers. Now, it seems hard to be- 
lieve that to be @ truth which would naturally lead to 
the extirpation of truth in the world; or that a Di- 
vine religion should carry in its own bowels the prin- 
ciple of its own destruction. 

“ But, 6th. This point is clearly determined by the 
lip of truth itself; and persecution is so far from 
being encouraged by the Gospel, that it is most 
directly contrary to many of its precepts, and indeed 
to its whole genius. It is condemned by the example 
of Christ, who went about doing good; who came not 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them ; who waived 
the exercise of his miraculous power against his 
enemies, even when they most unjustly and cruelly 
assaulted him, and never exerted it to the corporal 
punishment, even of those who had most justly 
deserved it. And his doctrine also, as well as his 
example, has taught us to be harmless as doves ; 
to love our enemies; to do good to them that hate 
us; and pray for them that despitefully use and per- 
secute us.” 

From all this we may learn that the Church which 
tolerates, encourages, and practises persecution, under 
the pretence of concern for the purity of the faith, 
and zeal for God’s glory, is not the Church of Christ ; 
and that no man can be of such a Church without 
endangering his salvation. Let it ever be the glory 
of the Protestant Church, and especially of the Church 
of England, that it discountenances and abhors all 
persecution on a religious account; and that it has 
diffused the same benign temper through that sTaTE 
with which it is associated. 


CHAPTER XV. 


Publicans and sinners draw near to hear our Lord, at which the Pharisees are offended, 1, 2. 
dicates his conduct in receiving them by the parable of the lost sheep, 3-7. 


Christ vin- 
The parable of the lost prece 


of money, 8-10; and the affecting parable of the prodigal son, 11-32. 


A.M, 4033. a 
kD 9: "THEN drew near unto him all the 


2 And the Pharisees and scribes tee eee 


An. Olymp. publicans and sinners for to hear | murmured, saying, ‘This man receiv- oe Olymp. 
pile him. eth sinners, » and eateth with them. 
a Matt. ix. 10. b Acts xi. 3; Gal. ii. 12. 
NOTES ON CHAP. XV. Verse 2. Receiveth sinners} Upocdeyerar. He 
Verse 1. Publicans and sinners] TedAwvar xar| receives them cordially, affectionately—takes them to 


épaptwdo, tax-gatherers and heathens ; persons who 
neither believed in Christ nor in Moses. See the note 
on chap. vii. 36. Concerning the tax-gatherers, see 
the note on Matt. v. 46. ; 

1 


his bosom; for so the word implies. What mercy! 
Jesus receives sinners in the most loving, affectionate 
manner, and saves them unto eternal life! Reader, 
give glory to God for ever! 
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A.M. 4033 3 | And he spake this parable 
An. Olymp. unto them, saying, 
eee 4 © What man of you, having a 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth 
not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder- 
ness, and go after that which is lost, until he 
find it ? 

5 And when he hath found zt, he layeth 2t 
on his shoulders, rejoicing. 


ST. LUKE. 


the lost sheep. 


6 And when he cometh home, 4,™, 4033 


he calleth together fis friends and An. Chen, 
neighbours, saying unto them, Re- Sd 
joice with me; for I have found my sheep 
4 which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be 
in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
¢ more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance. 


© Matt. xviii. 12. 


Verse 4. What man of you] Our Lord spoke this 
and the following parable to justify his conduct in 
receiving and conversing with sinners or heathens. 

A hundred sheep| Parables similar to this are 
frequent among the Jewish writers. The whole flock 
of mankind, both Jews and Gentiles, belongs unto 
this Divine Shepherd; and it is but reasonable to 
expect, that the gracious proprietor will look after 
those who have gone astray, and bring them back to 
the flock. The lost sheep is an emblem of a heedless, 
thoughtless sinner ; one who follows the corrupt dic- 
tates of his own heart, withaut ever reflecting upon 
his conduct, or considering what will be the issue of 
his unholy course of life. No creature strays more 
easily than a sheep; none is more heedless ; and none 
so ineapable of finding its way back to the flock, 
when once gone astray: it will bleat for the flock, 
and still run on in an opposite direction to the place 
where the flock is: this I have often noticed. No 
creature is more defenceless than a sheep, and more 
exposed to be devoured by dogs and wild beasts, Even 
the fowls of the air seek their destruction, I have 
known ravens often attempt to destroy lambs by picking 
out their eyes, in which, when they have succeeded, 
as the creature does not see whither it is going, it 
soon falls an easy prey to its destroyer, Satan is ever 
going about as a rearing lion seeking whom he may 
devour ; in order to succeed, he dlinds the understand- 
ing of sinners, and then finds it an easy matter to 
tumble them into the pit of perdition. Who but a 
Pharisee or a devil would find fault with the shepherd 
who endeavours to rescue his sheep from so much 
danger and ruin! 

Verse 7. Just persons, which need no repentance. | 
Who do not require such a change of mind and pur- 
pose as these do—who are not so profligate, and can- 
not repent of sins they have never committed. Dis- 
tinctions of this kind frequently occur in the Jewish 
writings, There are many persons who have been 
brought up in a sober and regular course of life, 
attending the ordinances of God, and being true and 
just in all their dealings; these most materially differ 
from the heathens mentioned ver. 1, because they 
believe in God, and attend the means of grace: they 
differ also essentially from the tax-gatherers mentioned 
in the sarne place, because they wrong no man, and 
are upright in their dealings. Therefore they cannot 
repent of the sins of a heathen, which they have not 
practised; nor of the rapine of a tax-gatherer, of 
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© Chap. v. 32. 


which they have never been guilty. As, therefore, 
these just persons are put in opposition to the taz- 
gatherers and heathens, we may at once see the scope 
and design of our Lerd’s words: these needed no 
repentance in comparison of the others, as not being 
guilty of their crimes. And as these belonged, by 
outward profession at least, to the flock of God, and 
were sincere and upright according to their light, they 
are considered as being in no danger of being lost ; 
and as they fear God, and work righteousness accord- 
ing to their hight, he will take care to make those 
farther discoveries to them, of the purity of his nature, 
the holiness of his law, and the necessity of the atone- 


|ment, which he sees to be necessary. See the case 


of Cornelius, Acts x. 1, &c. On this ground, the 
owner is represented as feeling more joy in conse- 
quence of finding one sheep that was lost, there having 
been almost no hope of its recovery, than he feels at 
seeing ninety and nine still safe under his care. “Men 
generally rejoice more over a small unexpected advan- 
tage, than over a much greater good to which they 
have been accustomed.” There are some, and their 
opinion need not be hastily rejected, who imagine 
that by the ninety and nine just persons, our Lord 
means the angels—that they are in proportion to men, 
as ninety-nine are to one, and that the Lord takes 
more pleasure in the return and salvation of one sinner, 
than in the uninterrupted obedience of ninety-nine 
holy angels ; and that it was through his superior love 
to fallen man that he took upon him Ais nature, and 
not the nature of angels, I have met with the follow- 
ing weak objection to this: viz. “The text says just 
persons ; now, angels are not persons, therefore angels 
cannot be meant.” This is extremely foolish; there 
may be the person of an angel, as well as of a man; 
we allow persons even in the Godhead; besides, the 
original word, dccavocc, means simply just ones, and 
may be, with as much propriety, applied to angels as 
to men. After all, our Lord may refer to the Essenes, 
a sect among the Jews, in the time of our Lord who 
were strictly and conscientiously moral ; living it the 
utmost distance from both the hypocrisy anc pollu- 
tions of their countrymen. These, when compared 
with the great mass of the Jews, needed no repentance. 
The reader may take his choice of these interpreta- 
tions, or make a better for himself, T have seen 
other methods of explaining these words: but they 
have appeared to me either too absurd or too impro 
bable to merit particular notice, 
if 


Of the lost piece of money. 


ee 8 4 Either. what woman having 


A Rie ten * pieces of silver, if she lose 

one piece, doth not light a candle, 
and sweep the house, and seck diligently till 
she find zt ? 

And when she hath found 7t, she calleth 
her friends and her neighbours together, say- 
ing, Rejoice with me; for I have found the 
piece which I had lost.. 

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth. 

11 4 And he said, acertain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his fa- 
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Parable of the prodigal son, 


ther, Father, % give me the portion 4, eae 
of goods that falleth to me. And he An. Olymp. 
divided unto them » his living. plot atl 

13 And not many days after, the younger 
son gathered all together, and took his journey 
into a far country, and there ‘ wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose 
a mighty famine in that land; and he began 
to be in want. 

15 And he went and joined himself to a 
citizen of that country; and he sent him into 
his fields to feed swine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly 


* Drachma, here translated a piece of silver, is the eighth part 
of an ounce, which cometh to sevenpence Ey, and is 
equal to the "Roman penny; Matt. xviii. 28. 


Verse 8. Ten pieces of silver] Apaymac dexa, ten 
drachmas. 1 think it always best to retain the names 
of these ancient coins, and to state their value in Eng- 
lish money. Every reader will naturally wish to know 
by what names such and such coins were called in the 
countries in which they were current. The Grecian 
drachma was worth about sevenpence three farthings 
of our money ; being about the same value as the Ro- 
man denarius. 

The drachma that was lost is also a very expressive 
emblem of a sinner who is estranged from God, and 
enslaved to habits of iniquity. The longer a piece of 
money is lost, the less probability is there of its being 
again found ; as it may not only lose its colour, and 
not be easily observed, but will continue to be more 
and more covered with dust and dirt: or its value may 
be vastly lessened by being so trampled on that a part 
of the substance, together with the image and super- 
scription, may be worn off. So the sinner sinks deeper 
and deeper into the impurities of sin, loses even his 
character among men, and gets the image and super- 
scription of his Maker defaced from his heart. He who 
wishes to find the image of God, which he has lost by 
sin, must attend to that word which will be a lantern 
to his steps, and receive that Spirit which is a light 
to the soul, to convince of sin, righteousness, and ae 
ment. He must sweep the howse—put away the evil 
of his doings; and seek diligently—use every mean 
of grace, and cry incessantly to God, till he restore 
to him the light of his countenance. ‘Though parables 
of this kind must not be obliged to go on all fours, as 
it is termed; yet they afford many useful hints to 
preachers of the Gospel, by which they may edify their 
hearers. Only let all such take care not to force 
meanings on the words of Christ which are contrary to 
their gravity and majesty. 

Verse 12. Give me the portion of goods] It may 
seem strange that such a demand should be made, and 
that the parent should have acceded to it, when he 
knew that it was to minister to his debauches that his 
profligate son made the demand here specified. But 
the matter will appear plain, when it is considered, that 
it has been an immemorial custom in the east for sons 
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& Deut. xxi. 16; Psalms xvii. 14; Proverbs xix ool 
h Mark xii. 44. — Psa. Ixxiii. 27; Proverbs ROENorsis 1 Peter 
iy. os 


to demand and receive their portion of the inheritance 
during their father’s lifetime ; and the parent, how- 
ever aware of the dissipated inclinations of the child, 
could not legally refuse to comply with the ssenlidel 
tion. It appears indeed that the spirit of this law was 
to provide for the child in case of ill treatment by the 
father : yet the demand must first be acceded to, be- 
fore the matter could be legally inquired into; and 
then, ‘if it was found that the father was irreproach- 
able in his character, and had given no just cause for 
the son to separate from him, in that case, the civil 
magistrate fined the son in two hundred puns of cow- 
ries.”” See Code of Gentoo laws, pr. disc. p. 56; see 
also do, chap. ii. sec. 9, p. 8J, 82; xxi. sec. 10, p. 
301. 

Verse 13. Not many days after] He probably has- 
tened his departure for fear of the fine which he must 
have paid, and the reproach to which he must have 
been subjected, had the matter come before the civil 
magistrate. See above. 

Riotous living.| Zov acwrwe, in a course of life that 
led him to spend all: from a not, and cww I save. 
And this we are informed, ver. 30, was among har- 
lots; the readiest way in the world to exhaust the 
body, debase the mind, ruin the soul, and destroy the 
substance. 

Verse 14. A mighty famine in that land] As he 
was of a profligate tarn of mind himself, it is likely he 
sought out a place where riot and excess were the 
ruling characteristics of the inhabitants; and, as pover- 
ty is the sure consequence of prodigality, it is no won- 
der that famine preyed on the whole country. 

Verse 15. To feed swine.] The basest and vilest 
of all employments; and, to a Jew, peculiarly degrad- 
ing. Shame, contempt, and distress are wedded to 
sin, and can never be divorced. No character could 
be meaner in the sight of a Jew than that of a swzne- 
herd: and Herodotus informs us, that in Egypt they 
were not permitted to mingle with civil society, nor to 
appear in the worship of the gods, nor would the very 
dregs of the people have any matrimonial connections 
with them. Heron. lib. il. cap. 47. 

Verse 16. With the husks] Kepatiwv. 
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Bochart, T 


The prodigal returns to his father, 


As a03. with the husks that the swine did 
An. Olymp. eat; and no man gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, 
he said, How many hired servants of my father’s 
have bread enough and to spare, and I perish 
with hunger ! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy 
son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. 
But * when he was yet a great way off, his 
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 


k Acts ii. 39; Eph. ii. 13, 17——! Psa. li. 4. 


think, has proved that xepurca does not mean husks: 
to signify which the Greek botanical writers use the 
word Aofor; several examples of which he gives from 
Theophrastus. We shows, also, that the original 
word means the fruit of the ceratonia or charub tree, 
which grows plentifully in Syria. This kind of pulse, 
Columella observes, was made use of to feed swine. 
See Bocnarr, Hieroz. lib. ii. cap. lvi. col. 707-10. 

Verse 17. When he came to himself | <A state of 
sin is represented in the sacred writings as a course 
of folly and madness; and repentance is represented 
as a restoration to sound sense. See this fully ex- 
plained on Matt. iii. 2. 

I perish with hunger| Or, I perish were. ‘Qe, 
here, is added by BDL, Syriac, all the Aradic and 
Persic, Coptic, Aithiopic, Gothic, Saxon, Vulgate, all 
the Itala, and several of the fathers. 

Verse 18. Against heaven] Exc tov ovpavov; that 
is, against God. The Jews often make use of this 
periphrasis in order to avoid mentioning the name of: 
God, which they have ever treated with the utmost 
reverence. But some contend that it should be trans- 
lated, even unto heaven; a Hebraism for, I have sin- 
ned exceedingly—beyond all description. 

Verse 20. And kissed him.] Or, kissed him again 
and again; the proper import of katedsAncev avtov. 
The father thus showed his great tenderness towards 
him, and his great affection for him. 

Verse 21. Make me as one of thy hired servants, 
is added here by several MSS. and versions ; but it is 
evident this has been added, merely to make his con- 
duct agree with his resolution, ver. 19. But by this 
avery great beauty is lost: for the design of the in- 
spired penman is to show, not merely the depth of the 
profligate son’s repentance, and the sincerity of his 
conversion, but to show the great affection of the Sa- 
ther, and his readiness to forgive his disobedient son. 
His tenderness of heart cannot wait till the son has 
made his confession ; his bowels yearn over him, and 
he cuts short his tale of contrition and self-reproach, 
by giving him the most plenary assurances of his par- 
doning love. 

Verse 22. Bring forth the best robe] Bring out 
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who kindly recewes him. 


: g A. M. 4033. 
21 And the son said unto him, ee ize. 


Father, I have simned against hea- An. er 
ven, !and in thy sight, and am no Bass 
more. worthy to be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring 
forth the best robe, and put zt on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill 
it; and let us eat, and be merry: 

24 ™ For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found. And they 
began to be merry. 

25 Now his elder son was in the field: and 
as he came and drew nigh to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 


m Ver. 32; Eph. ii. 1; v. 14; Rev. iii. 1. 


that chief garment, tnv otoAqv thv mpwtnv, the gar- 
ment which was laid by, to be used only on birth-days 
or festival times. Such as that which Rebecca had 
laid by for Esau, and which she put on Jacob when 
she made him personate his brother. See the notes on 
Gen. xxvii. 15. 

Put a ring on his hand] Giving a ring was in an- 
cient times a mark of honour and dignity. See Gen. 
xli. 42; 1 Kings xxi. 8; Esth. viii. 2; Dan. vi. 17; 
James i. 2. 

Shoes on his feet] Formerly those who were capti- 
vated had their shoes taken off, Isa. xx. 1; and when 
they were restored to liberty their shoes were restor- 
ed. See 2 Chrou. xxviii. 15. In Bengal, shoes of 
a superior quality make one of the distinguishing parts 
of a person’s dress. Some of them cost as much as 
a hundred rupees a pair; £10 or £12. Reference 
is perhaps made here to some such costly shoes. It 
is the same among the Chinese: some very costly 
shoes and boots of that people are now before me. 

Verse 23. The fatted calf, and kill it] @vcare, Sa- 
crifice it. In ancient times the animals provided for 
public feasts were first sacrificed to God. The blood 
of the beast being poured out before God, by way of 
atonement for sin, the flesh was considered as conse- 
crated, and the guests were considered as feeding on 
Divine food. This custom is observed among the 
Asiatics to this day. i 

Verse 24. Was dead] Lost to all good—given up 


to all evil. In this figurative sense the word is used 
by the best Greek writers. See many examples in 
Kypke. 


Verse 25. His elder son] Meaning probably persons 
of a regular moral life, who needed no repentance in 
comparison of the prodigal already described. 

In the field) Attending the concerns of the farm. 

He heard music] Lvugwviac, a number of sounds 
mingled together, as in a concert. 

Dancing.| Xopwv. But Le Clere denies that the 
word means dancing at all, as it properly means a 
choir of singers. The symphony mentioned before 
may mean the musical instruments which accompanied 
the choirs of singers. 
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The elder brother eipbradie his father. CHAP. XY. 


A; M. 4033. 26 And he called one of the ser- 


rath Cae vants, and asked what these things 
— meant. 

27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is 
come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath received him safe and 
sound. 

28 And he was ™ angry, and would not go 
in: therefore came his father out, and entreat- 
ed him. 

29 And he answering said to his father, ° Lo, 
these many years do I serve thee, neither trans- 


The father vindicates his conduct. 


resseé p . . A.M. 40335. 
gressed I ? at any time thy com- 4! en 


mandment; and yet thou never An, Olymp. 
gavest me a kid, that I might make fe 
merry with my friends : 

30 But as soon as this thy son was come, 
which hath devoured thy living with harlots, 
thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 

31 And he said unto him, 4 Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that I have is thiné. 

32 It was meet that we should make merry, 
and be glad; * for this thy brother was dead, 
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 


n Matt. xx. 15; Acts xili. 46; Romans xi. 28, 31. 


© Genesis 
Xxxi. 38, 41. fe 


dIsa.v.4; Matt. 
t Ver. 24; Psa. cxix. 176; Matt. xviii. 12. 


P Matt. vi. 2; xv.8; chap. xvi. 15; xviii. 11. 
xx. 12. 


Verse 28. He was angry] This refers to the in- 
dignation of the scribes and Pharisees, mentioned ver. 
1, 2. In every point of view, the anger of the old 
son was improper and unreasonable. He had already 
received Ais part of the inheritance, see ver. 12, and 
his profligate brother had received no more than what 
was his just dividend. Besides, what the father had 
acquired sznce that division he had a right to dispose 
of as he pleased, even to give it all to one son; nor 
did the ancient customs of the Asiatic countries per- 
mit the other children to claim any share in such pro- 
perty thus disposed of. The following is an institute 
of the Gentoo Jaw on this subject: (Cope, chap. ii. sect. 
9, p. 79:) “If a father gives, by his own choice, 
land, houses, orchards, and the earning of his own in- 
dustry, to one of his sons, the other sons shall not re- 
ceive any share of it.” Besides, whatever property 
the father had acquired after the above division, the 
son or sons, as the prodigal in the text, could have no 
claim at all on, according to another institute in the 
above Asiatic laws, see chap. i. sect. i. p. 85, but 
the father might divide it among those who remained 
with him : therefore is it said in the text, ‘‘ Son, thou art 
ALWAYS with me, and aut that [ have is THINE,” ver. 31. 

Verse 29. Never—a kid] It is evident from ver. 
12, that the father gave him his portion when his pro- 
fligate brother claimed his; for he divided his whole 
substance between them. And though he had not claim- 
ed it, so as to separate from, and live independently of, 
his father, yet he might have done so wheneyer he 
chose ; and therefore his complaining was both undu- 
tiful and unjust. 

Verse 30. This thy son] Tuts son of THINE— 
words expressive of supreme contempt : THIS son—he 
would not condescend to call him by his name, or to 
acknowledge him for his brother; and at the same 
time, bitterly reproaches his amiable father for. his af- 
fectionate tenderness, and readiness to receive his once 
undutiful, but now penitent, child ! 

For umm] Ihave marked those words in small ca- 
pitals which should be strongly accented in the pro- 
nunciation : this last word shows how supremely he 
despised his poor unfortunate brother. 

Verse 31. All that I have is thine.] See on ver. 28. 

Verse 32. This thy brother] Or, ruts brother of 
ruins. To awaken this ill-natured, angry, inhumane 
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man to a proper sense of his duty, both to his parent 
and brother, this amiable father returns him his own 
unkind words, but in a widely different spirit. This 
son of mine to whom I show mercy is Tuy brother, 
to whom thou shouldst show bowels of tenderness and 
affection ; especially as he is no longer the person he 
was : he was dead in sin—he is quickened by the power 
of God: he was lost to thee, to me, to himself, and to 
our God; but now he is found: and he will be acom- 
fort to me, a help to thee, and a standing proof, to the 
honour of the Most High, that God receiveth sinners. 
This, as well as the two preceding parables, was de- 
signed to vindicate the conduct of our blessed Lord in 
receiving tax-gatherers and heathens ; and as the Jews, 
to whom it was addressed, could not but approve of 
the conduct of this benevolent father, and reprobate 
that of his elder son, so they could not but justify the 
conduct of Christ towards those outcasts of men, and, 
at least in the silence of their hearts, pass sentence of 
condemnation upon themselves. For the sublime, the 
beautiful, the pathetic, and the imstructive, the history 
of Joseph in the Old Testament, and the parable of the 
prodigal son in the New, have no parallels either in 
sacred or profane history. 


Tue following reflections, taken chiefly from pious 
Quesnel, cannot fail making this incomparable parable 
still more instructive. 

Three points may be considered here: I. The de- 
grees of his fall. II. The degrees of his restoration ; 
and, III. The consequences of his conversion. 

J. The prodigal son is the emblem of a sinner who 
refuses to depend on and be governed by the Lord. 
How dangerous is it for us to desire to be at our own 
disposal, to live in a state of independency, and to be 
our own governors! God cannot give to wretched 
man a greater proof of his wrath than to abandon him 
to the corruption of his own heart. 

Not many days, &c., ver. 13. The misery of a sin- 
ner has its degrees; and he soon arrives, step by step, 
at the highest prtch of his wretchedness. 

The first degree of his misery is, that he loses sight 
of God, and removes at a distance from him. ‘There 
is a boundless distance between the love of God, and 
impure self-love ; and yet, strange to tell, we pass in 
a moment from the one to the other ! 
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The second degree of a sinner’s misery is, that the 
love of God being no longer retained in the heart, car- 
nal love and impure desires necessarily enter in, reign 
there, and corrupt all his actions. 

The third degree is, that he squanders away all 
spiritual riches, and wastes the substance of his gra- 
cious Father in riot and debauch. 

When he had spent all, &e., ver. 14. The fourth 
degree of an apostate sinner’s misery is, that having 
forsaken God, and lost his grace and love, he can now 
find nothing but poverty, misery, and want. How 
empty is that soul which God does not fill! What 
a famine is there in that heart which is no longer nou- 
rished by the bread of life ! 

In this state, he joined himself—exorAnn, he ce- 
mented, closely united himself, and fervently cleaved 
to a citizen of that country, ver. 15. 

The fifth degree of a sinner’s misery is, that he ren- 
ders himself a slave to the devil, is made partaker of 
his nature, and incorporated into the infernal family. 
The farther a sinner goes from God, the nearer he 
comes to eternal ruin. 

The sixth degree of his misery is, that he soon finds 
by experience the hardship and rigour of his slavery. 
There is no master so cruel as the devil; no yoke so 
heavy as that of sin; and no slavery so mean and vile 
as for a man to be the drudge of his own carnal, shame- 
ful, and brutish passions. 

The seventh degree of a sinner’s misery is, that he 
has an insatiable hunger and thirst after happiness ; 
and as this can be had only in God, and he seeks it in 
the creature, his misery must be extreme. He desired 
to fill his belly with the husks, ver. 16. The pleasures 
of sense and appetite are the pleasures of swine, and 
to such creatures is he resembled who has frequent 
recourse to them, 2 Pet. ii. 22. 

II. Let us observe, in the next place, the several 
degrees of a sinner’s conversion and salvation. 

The first is, he begins to know and feel his misery, 
the guilt of his conscience, and the corruption of his 
heart. He comes to himself, because the Spirit of God 
Jirst comes to him, ver. 17. 

The second is, that he resolves to forsake sin and 
all the occasions of it; and firmly purposes in his soul 
to return immediately to hisGod. J will arise, &c¢., 
Verah 

The third is, when, under the influence of the spirit 
of faith, he is enabled to look towards God as a com- 
passionate and tender-hearted father. I will arise 
and go to my father. 

The fourth is, when he makes confession of his sin, 
and feels himself utterly unworthy of all God’s fa- 
vours, ver. 19. 

The fifth is, when he comes in the spirit of obedi- 
ence, determined through grace to submit to the au- 
thority of God ; and to take his word for the rule of 
all his actions, and his Spirit for the guide of all his 
affections and desires. 

The sixth is, his putting his holy resolutions into 
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practice without delay; using the light and power 
already mercifully restored to him, and seeking God 
in his appointed ways. And he arose and came, &c., 
ver. 20. 

The seventh is, God tenderly receives him with the 
kiss of peace and love, blots out all his sins, and re- 
stores him to, and reinstates him in, the heavenly fa- 
mily. His father—fell on his neck, and kissed him, ib. © 

The exghth is, his being clothed with holiness, united 
to God, married as it were to Christ Jesus, 2 Cor. xi. 
2, and having his feet shod with the shoes of the pre- 
paration of the Gospel of peace, Eph. vi. 15, so that 
he may run the ways of God’s commandments with 
alacrity and joy. Bring the best robe—put a ring— 
and shoes, &¢., ver. 22. ’ 

III. The consequences of the sinner’s restoration 
to the favour and image of God are, first, the sacrifice 
of thanksgiving is offered to God in his behalf; he en- 
ters into a covenant with his Maker, and feasts on the 
fatness of the house of the Most High. 

Secondly, The whole heavenly family are called 
upon to share in the general joy; the Church above 
and the Church below both triumph ; for there is joy 
(peculiar joy) in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth. See ver. 10. 

Thirdly, God publicly acknowledges him for his 
son, not only by enabling him to abstain from every 
appearance of evil, but to walk before him in newness 
of life, ver. 24. The tender-hearted father repeats 
these words at ver. 32, to show more particularly that 
the soul is dead when separated from God; and that 
it can only be said to be alive when united to him 
through the Son of his love. A Christian’s sin is a 
brother’s death ; and in proportion to our concern for 
this will our joy be at his restoration to spiritual life. 
Let us have a brotherly heart towards our brethren, 
as God has that of a father towards his children, and 
seems to be afflicted at their loss, and to rejoice at 
their being found again, as if they were necessary to 
his happiness. 

In this parable, the younger profligate son may re- 
present the Gentile world; and the elder son, who so 
long served his father, ver. 29, the Jewish people. 
The anger of the elder son explains itself at once— 
it means the indignation evidenced by the Jews at 
the Gentiles being received into the favour of God, 
and made, with them, fellow heirs of the kingdom of - 
heaven. 

It may also be remarked, that those who were since 
called Jews and Gentiles, were at first one family, and 
children of the same father: that the descendants of 
Ham and Japhet, from whom the principal part of the 
Gentile world was formed, were, in their progenitors, 
of the primitive great family, but had afterwards fallen 
off from the true religion : and that the parable of the 
prodigal son may well represent the conversion of the 
Gentile world, in order that, in the fulness of time, 
both Jews and Gentiles may become one fold, under 
one Shepherd and Bishop of all souls. 
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The parable of 


CHAP. XVI. 


the unjust steward 


CHAPTER XVI. 


The parable of the unjust steward, 1-8. 
offence, 14. 
dworce, 18. 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


AND he said also unto his dis- 

ciples, There was a _ certain 
rich man, which had a steward; 
*and the same was accused unto him that he 
had wasted his goods. 

2 And he called him, ¥ and said unto him, 
How: is it that I hear this of thee? give an 
account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest 
be no longer steward. 

3 Then the steward said within himself, 
What shall I do? for my lord taketh away 
from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to 
beg I am ashamed. 


Christ applies this to his hearers, 9-13. 
Our Lord reproves them, and shows the immutability of the law, 15-17. 
The story of the rich man and the beggar, commonly called Dives and Lazarus, 19-31. 


The Pharisees take 
Counsels against 


4 Tam resolved what to do, that, 4M; 1083. 
when I am put out of the steward- An. Olymp. 


: fmol. 1. 
ship, they may receive me into therr —————— 


houses. 

5 So he called every one of his lord’s debt- 
ors unto him, and said unto the first, How 
much owest thou unto my lord? 

6 And he said, A hundred © measures of oil 
And he said unto him, ake thy bill, and sit 
down quickly, and write fifty, 

7 Then said he to another, And how 
much owest thou? And he said, A hundred 
“measures of wheat. And he said untc 


aGen. xviii. 20. b Psa. 1.10; Eccles. xii. 14. ¢The 
word Batus in the original containeth nine gallons three quarts ; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVI. 

Verse 1. A steward] Ocxovoyoc, from orkoc, a 
house, or ovxca, a family, and veue, I administer; one 
who superintends domestic concerns, and ministers to 
the support of the family, having the products of the 
field, business, &c., put into his hands for this very 
purpose. See on chap. viil. 3. 

There is a parable very like this in Rab. Dav. 
Kimchi’s comment on Isaiah, chap. xl. 21: “The 
whole world may be considered as a house builded up : 
Aeaven is its roof; the stars its lamps ; and the fruits 
of the earth, the table spread. ‘The owner and build- 
er of this house is the holy blessed God; and man is 
the steward, into whose hands all the business of the 
house is committed. If he considers in his heart that 
the master of the house is always over him, and keeps 
his eye upon his work ; and if, in consequence, he act 
wisely, he shall find favour in the eyes of the master 
of the house: but if the master find wickedness in 
him, he will remove him, 1NWpd ]1. min pakidato, from 
his srewarpsHip. ‘The foolish steward doth not think 
of this: for as his eyes do not see the master of the 
house, he saith in his heart, ‘J will eat and drink what 
I find in this house, and will take my pleasure in it ; 
nor shall I be careful whether there be a Lord over 
this house or not.’ When the Lord of the house 
marks this, he will come and expel him from the 
house, speedily and with great anger. Therefore it is 
written, He bringeth the princes to nothing.” As is 
usual, our Lord has greatly improved this parable, and 
made it in every circumstance more striking and im- 
pressive. Both in the Jewish and Christian edition, 
it has great beauties. 

Wasted his goods.| Had been profuse and profli- 
gate ; and had embezzled his master’s substance. 

Verse 2. Give an account of thy, &c.] Produce 
thy books of receipts and disbursements, that I may 


see whether the accusation against thee be true or| 


1 


= —— 


see Ezek, xlv. 10, 11,14.—4 The word here interpreted a measure, 
in the original containeth about fourteen bushels and a pottle, 


false. The original may be translated, Give up the 
business, tov Aoyor, of the stewardship. 

Verse 3. J cannot dig] He could not submit to 
become a common day-labourer, which was both a se- 
vere and base employment: To beg I am ashamed. 
And as these were the only honest ways left him to 
procure a morsel of bread, and he would not submit 
to either, he found he must continue the system of 
knavery, in order to provide for his idleness and luxu- 
ty, or else starve. Wo to the man who gets his 
bread in this way! The curse of the Lord must be on 
his head, and on his heart; in his basket, and in his 
store. 

Verse 4. They may receive me] That is, the debt- 
ors and tenants, who paid their debts and rents, not in 
money, but in Aimd ; such as wheat, oil, and other pro- 
duce of their lands. 

Verse 6. A hundred measures of oil.) ‘Exarov 
Barovc, A hundred baths. The D3 bath was the larg- 
est measure of capacity among the Hebrews, except 
the homer, of which it was the-tenth part: see Ezek 
xlv. 11, 14. It is equal to the ephah, i. e. to seven 
gallons and a half of our measure. 

Take thy bill} Thy accompt—rto ypaypa. The 
writing in which the debt was specified, together with 
the obligation to pay so much, at such and such times. 
This appears to have been in the hand-writing of the 
debtor, and probably signed by the steward: and this 
precluded imposition on each part. ‘To prevent all 
appearance of forgery in this case, he is desired to 
write it over again, and to cancel the old engagement. 
In carrying on a running account with a tradesman, it 
is common among the Hindoos for the buyer to receive 
from the hands of the seller a daily account of the 
things received ; and according to this account, writ- 
ten on a slip of paper, and which remains in the hands 
of the buyer, the person is paid. 

Verse 7. A hundred measures of wheat.) 
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‘Exatov 


The parable of 


A-M, 4033. him, Take thy bill, and write 


Bn. Olio fourscore. 

8 And the lord commended the 
unjust steward, because he had done wisely : 
for the children of this world are, in their ge- 
neration, wiser than ° the children of light. 


ST. LUKE. 


the unjust steward. 
9 And I say unto you, Make to 4,M, 4033. 


yourselves friends of the ® mammon Ae ee 
of unrighteousness: that, when ye f 
fail, they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations. 

10 * He that is faithful in that which is least, 


e John xii. 36; Eph. v. 8; 1 Thess. v. 5 Dan. iv. 27; Matt. 
v1. 19; xix. 21; chap. xi, 415 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18, 19: 


Kopove, a hundred cors. Kopoc, from the Hebrew 13 
cor, was the largest measure of capacity among the 
Hebrews, whether for solids or liquids. As the bath 
was equal to the ephah, so the cor was equal to the 
homer. It contained about seventy-five gallons and 
five pints English. For the same reason for which I 
preserve the names of the ancient coins, I preserve 
the names of the ancient measures. What idea can 
a mere English reader have of the word measure in 
this and the preceding verse, when the original words 
are not only totally different, but the quantity is as 
seven to seventy-five? The original terms should be 
immediately inserted in the text, and the contents in- 
serted in the margin. The present marginal reading 
is incorrect. I follow Bishop Cumberland’s weights 
and measures. See on chap. xv. 8. 

In the preceding relation, I have no doubt our Lord 
alluded to a custom frequent in the Asiatic countries : 
a custom which still prevails, as the following account, 
taken from Capt. Hadley’s Hindostan Dialogues, suffi- 
ciently proves. A person thus addresses the captain: 
“Your Sirkar’s deputy, whilst his master was gone to 
Calcutta, established a court of justice. 

“‘ Having searched for a good many debtors and 
their creditors, he learned the accounts of their bonds. 

“ He then made an agreement with them to get the 
bonds out of the bondsmen’s hands for half the debt, 
if they would give him one fourth. 

“Thus, any debtor for a hundred rupees, having 
given fifty to the creditor, and twenty-five to this 
knave, got his bond for seventy-five rupees. 

“Having seized and flogged 125 bondholders, he 
has in this manner determined their loans, and he has 
done this business in your name.” Hadley’s Gram. 
Dialogues, p. 79. 5th edit. 1801. 

Verse 8. The lord commended] Viz. the master 
of this unjust steward. He spoke highly of the ad- 
dress and cunning of his iniquitous servant. He had, 
on his own principles, made a very prudent provision 
for his support; but his master no more approved of 
his conduct in ¢his, than he did in his wasting his sub- 
stance before. From the ambiguous and improper 
manner in which this is expressed in the common 
English translation, it has been supposed that our 
blessed Lord commended the conduct of this wicked 
man: but the word xvpcoc, there translated lord, sim- 
ply means the master of the unjust steward. 

The children of this world] Such as mind worldly 
things only, without regarding God or their souls. 
A phrase by which the Jews always designate the 
Gentiles. 

Children of light.| Such as are illuminated by the 


& Or, riches. Matt. xxv. 21; chap. xix. 17. 


as they may subserve the great purposes of their sal 
vation, and become the instruments of good to others. 
But ordinarily the former evidence more carefulness 
and prudence, in providing for the support and comfort 
of this life, than the latter do in providing for another 
world. 

Verse 9. The mammon of unrighteousness] Ma- 
pova Tye adixcac—literally, the mammon, or riches, of 
wmyustice. Riches promise mucH,-and perform No- 
THING : they excite hope and confidence, and deceive 
both : in making a man depend on them for happiness, 
they rob him of the salvation of God and of eternal 
glory. For these reasons, they are represented as 
unjust and deceitful. See the note on Matt. vi. 24, 
where this is more particularly explained. It is evi- 
dent that this must be the meaning of the words, be- 
cause the false or deceitful riches, here, are put in op- 
position to the true riches, ver. 11; i. e. those Divine 
graces and blessings which promise all good, and give 
what they promise ; never deceiving the expectation 
of any man. ‘To insinuate that, if a man have ac- 
quired riches by unjust means, he is to sanctify them, 
and provide himself a passport to the kingdom of God, 
by giving them to the poor, is a most horrid and blas- 
phemous perversion of our Lord’s words. Tl gotten 
gain must be restored to the proper owners: if they 
are dead, then to their successors. 

When ye fail] That is, when ye die. The Sep- 
tuagint use the word exAe:recy in this very sense, Jer. 
xlii. 17, 22. See the note on Gen. xxv. 8. So does 
Josephus, War, chap. iv. 1, 9. 

They may receive you] That is, say some, the 
angels. Others, the poor whom ye have relieved will 
welcome you into glory. It does not appear that the 
poor are meant: 1. Because those who have relieved 
them may die a long time before them; and therefore 
they could not be in heaven to receive them on their 
arrival. 2. Many poor persons may be relieved, who 
wil live and die in their sins, and consequently never 
enter into heaven themselves. The expression seems 
to be a mere Hebraism:—they may receive you, for ye 
shall be received; i. e. God shall admit you, if you 
make a faithful use of his gifts and graces. He who 
does not make a faithful use of what he has received 
from his Maker has no reason to hope for eternal feli- 
city. See Matt. xxv. 33; and, for similar Hebrasms, 
consult in the original, chap. vi. 38; xii. 20; Rev.. xii. 
Oniexva os 

Verse 10. He that is faithful in that which is least, 
&c.] He who has the genuine principles of fidelity in 
him will make a point of conscience of carefully at- 
tending to even the smallest things; and it is by ha- 


Spirit of God, and regard worldly things only as far4 bituating himself to act uprightly in Zitile things that 
i 
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No man can serve two masters. 


ae uo. is faithful also in much: and he 


Saver: that is unjust in the least, is unjust 
—- also in: much. 

11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in 
the unrighteous ‘ mammon, who will commit 
to your trust the true riches ? 

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that 
which is another man’s, who shall give you 
that which is your own? 

13 * No servant can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one and love the other; 
or else he will hold to the one and despise the 
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

14 And the Pharisees also, ! who were co- 


CHAP. XVI. 


The Pharisees reproved. 


vetous, heard all these things; and 4, M. 4033. 
they derided him. ee Olrap, 

15 And he said unto them, Ye are se 
they which ™ justify yourselves kefore men ; 
but "God knoweth your hearts; for ° that 
which is highly esteemed among men is abo- 
mination in the sight of God. __ 

16 » The law and the prophets were until 
John: since that time, the kingdom of God is 
preached, and every man presseth into it. 

17 ° And it is easier for heaven and earth 
to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. 

18 * Whosoever putteth away his wife, and 
marrieth another, committeth adultery; and 


i Or, riches.—* Matt. vi. 24——! Matt. xxiii. 14——™ Chap. x. 29. 
a Psa. vil. 9. ©] Sam. xvi. 7.—P Matt. iv. 17; xi. 12,13; Luke 


he acquires the gracious habit of acting with propriety 
fidelity, honour, and conscience, in matters of the 
greatest concern. On the contrary, he who does not 
act uprightly in small matters will seldom feel himself 
bound to pay much attention to the dictates of honour 
and conscience, in cases. of high importance. Can we 
reasonably expect that a man who is continually falling 
by little things has power to resist temptations to great 
evils 2 

Verse 12. That which is another man’s] Or rather 
anothers, T@ addotpiw. That is, worldly riches, call- 
ed another’s: 1. Because they belong to God, and he 
has not designed that they should be any man’s portion. 
2. Because they are continually changing their pos- 
sessors, being in the way of commerce, and in provi- 
dence going from one to another. ‘This property of 
worldly goods is often referred to by both sacred and 
profane writers. See a fine passage in Horace, Sat. 
JO Sven Os 


Nam proprie telluris herum natura neque lum, 
Nec me, nec quemguam statuit. 

Nature will no perpetual heir assign, 

Nor make the farm his property, or mine. FRANcIs. 


And the following in one of our own poets :— 


“ Who steals my purse steals trash; ’tis something, 
nothing ; 
"Twas mine, *tis his, and has been slave to thou- 
sands.” 


That which is your own 2] Grace and glory, which 
God has particularly designed for you ; which are the 
only proper satisfying portion for the soul ; and which 
no man can enjoy in their plenitude, unless he be faith- 
ful to the first small motions and influences of the 
Divine Spirit. 

Verse 13. No servant can serve two masters| The 
heart will be either wholly taken up with God, or 


wholly engrossed with the world. See on Matt. 
vi. 24. 
Verse 14. They derided him] Or rather, They 


treated him with the utmost contempt. So we may 

translate the original words efeuverypisov avrov, which 

literally signifies, in alum emunaxerunt—but must not 
1 


vii. 29, 
1, 25. 


4 Psa. cil. 26, 27; Isa. xl. 8; li.6; Matt. v.18; 1 Pet. 
T Matt. v. 32; xix.9; Mark x. 11; 1 Cor. vii. 10, 1h 


be translated into English, unless, to come a little 
near it, we say, they turned up their noses at him ;— 
and why? Because they were lovers of money, and 
he showed them that all such were in danger of per- 
dition. As they were wedded to this life, and not con- 
cerned for the other, they considered him one of the 
most absurd and foolish of men, and worthy only of 
the most sovereign contempt, because he taught that 
spiritual and eternal things should be preferred before 
the riches of the universe. And how many thousands 
are there of the very same sentiment to the present 
day ! 

Verse 15. Ye—yustify yourselves] Ye declare 
yourselves to be gust. Ye endeavour to make it appear 
to men that ye can still feel an insatiable thirst after 
the present world, and yet secure the blessings of ano- 
ther ; that ye can reconcile God and mammon,—and 
serve two masters with equal zeal and affection; but 
God knoweth your hearts,—and he knoweth that ye 
are alive to the world, and dead to God and goodness. 
Therefore, howsoever ye may be esteemed among 
men, ye’ are an abomination before him. - See the note 
on chap. vii. 29. 

Verse 16. The law and the prophets were until 
John| The law and the prophets continued to be the 
sole teachers till John came, who first began to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: and 
now, he who wishes to be made a partaker of the 
blessings of that kingdom must rush speedily into it ; 
as there will be but a short time before an utter de- 
struction shall fall upon this ungodly race. They who 
wish to be saved must imitate those who take a city 
by storm—rush into it, without delay, as the Romans 
are about to do into Jerusalem. See also on Matt. 
Kiel 

Verse 17. For heaven and earth to pass] See on 
Matt. v. 17, 18. 

Verse 18. Putteth away (or divorceth) his wife] 
See on Matt. v. 31, 32; xix. 9, 10; Mark x. 12; 
where the question concerning divorce is considered 
at large. These verses, from the 13th to the 18th 
inclusive, appear to be part of our Lord’s sermon on 
the mount; and stand in a much better connection 
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The rich man 


A M.4033. whosoever marricth her that is put 


An, BMymnp. away from her husband, committeth 
—__ adultery. 
19 § There was a certain rich man, * which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day ; 


® Prov. xxxi. 22; 1 Mac. x. 62; 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 


there than they do here; unless we suppose our Lord 
delivered the same discourse at different times and 
places, which is very probable. 

Verse 19. There was a certain rich man] In the 
Scholia of some MSS. the name of this person is said 
to be Minive. This account of the rich man and La- 
zarus is either a parable or a real history. If it be 
a parable, it is what may be: if it be a history, it is 
that which has deen. Lither a man may live as is 
here described, and go to perdition when he dies; or, 
some have lived in this way, and are now suffering the 
torments of an eternal fire. The account is equally 
instructive in whichsoever of these lights it is viewed. 
Let us carefully observe all the circumstances offered 
here to our notice, and we shall see—I. The crime 
of this man; and If. His puntsumenr. 

1. There was a certain rich man in Jerusalem. 
Provided this be a real history, there is no doubt our 
Lord could have mentioned his name ; but, as this 
might have given great offence, he chose to suppress 
it. His being rich is, in Christ’s account, the first 
part of his son. To this circumstance our Lord adds 
nothing : he does not say that he was born to a large 
estate ; or that he acquired one by improper methods; 
or that he was haughty or insolent in the possession 
of it. Yet here is the first degree of his reprobation 
—he got all he could, and kept all to himself. 

2. He was clothed with purple and fine linen. Pur- 
ple was a very precious and costly stuff; but our Lord 
does not say that in the use of it he exceeded the 
bounds of his income, nor of his rank in life; nor is 
it said that he used his superb dress to be an agent 
to his crimes, by corrupting the hearts of others. 
Yet our Lord lays this down as a second cause of his 
perdition. 

3. He fared sumptuously every day. Now let it 
be observed that the law of Moses, under which this 
man lived, forbade nothing on this point, but excess in 
eating and drinking; indeed, it seems as if a person 
was authorized to taste the sweets of an abundance, 
which that law promised as a reward of fidelity. Be- 
sides, this rich man is not accused of having eaten 
food which was prohibited by the law, or of having 
neglected the abstinences and fasts prescribed by it. 
It is true, he is said to have feasted sumptuously 
every day; but our Lord does not intimate that this 
was carried to excess, or that it ministered to de- 
bauch. He is not accused of licentious discourse, of 
gaming, of frequenting any thing like our modern 
plays, balls, masquerades, or other impure and un- 
holy assemblies; of speaking an irreverent word 
against Divine revelation, or the ordinances of God. 
In a word, his probity is not attacked, nor is he ac- 
cused of any of those crimes which pervert the soul 

464 


ST. LUKE. 


and Lazarus 


20 And’ there was a ‘certain 4,M. 4033. 


beggar named Lazarus, which was ay ee 
laid at his gate, full of sores, 
21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man’s table: more- 
over the dogs came and licked his sores. 


t Job ii. 7; Eccl. ix. 2; Acts iti. 2; 1 Pet. iv. 17. 


or injure civil society. As Christ has described this 
man, does he appear culpable? What are his crimes? 
Why, 1. He was rich. 2. He was finely clothed. 
And 3. He feasted well. No other evil is spoken 
of him. In comparison of thousands, he was not 
only blameless, but he was a virtuous man. 

4. But it is intimated by many that “he was an 
uncharitable, hard-hearted, unfeeling wretch.” Yet 
of this there is not a word spoken by Christ. Let us 
consider all the circumstances, and we shall see that 
our blessed Lord has not represented this man as a 
monster of inhumanity, but merely as an indolent man, 
who sought and had his portion in this life, and was 
not at all concerned about another. 

Therefore we do not find that when Abraham ad- 
dressed him on the cause of his reprobation, ver. 25, 
that he reproached him with hard-heartedness, saying, 
“Lazarus was hungry, and thou gavest him no meat ; 
he was thirsty, and thou gavest him no drink, &c. ;” 
but he said simply, Son, remember that thou didst 
recewe thy good things in thy lifetime, ver. 25.— 
“Thou hast sought thy consolation upon the earth, 
thou hast borne no cross, mortified no desire of the 
flesh, received not the salvation God had provided 
for thee ; thou didst not belong to the people-of God 
upon earth, and thou canst not dwell with them in 
glory.” 

There are few who consider that it is a crime for 
those called Christians to live without Christ, when 
their lives are not stained with transgression. If 
Christianity only required men to live without gross 
outward sin, paganism could furnish us with many 
bright examples of this sort. But the religion of 
Christ requires a conformity, not only in a man’s con- 
duct, to the principles of the Gospel; but also a con- 
formity in his heart to the spirit and mind of Christ. 

Verse 20. Therewas a certain begger named Laza- 
rus| His name is mentioned, because his character 
was good, and his end glorious ; and because it is the 
purpose of God that the righteous shall be had in ever- 
lasting remembrance. Lazarus, Vy? is a contraction 
of the word wy5x Eliezar, which signifies the help or 
assistance of God—a name properly given to a man 
who was both poor and afflicted, and had no help but 
that which came from heaven. 

Verse 21. And deswring to be fed with the crumbs] 
And it is likely this desire was complied with, for it is 
not intimated that he spurned away the poor man from 
the gate, or that his suit was rejected. And as we 
find, ver. 24, that the rich man desired that Lazarus 
should be sent with a little water to him, it is a strong 
intimation that he considered him under some kind of 
obligation to him; for, had he refused him a few 
crumbs in his lifetime, it is not reasonable to suppose 
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A.M. 4033. 22 And it came to pass, that the 


An, Olrmp. beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom: the 

rich man also died, and was buried; 
23 And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being 


in torments, and sceth Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom: 


u Zech. xiv. 12.- V Isa. Ixvi. 24; Mark ix. 44, é&e. 


CHAP. XVI. 


and Lazarus. 


24 And he cried and said, Father eg eg 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and An. Olymp. 
5 CCIL. i. 

send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and * cool my tongue ; 
for I ¥ am tormented in this flame. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, ¥ remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 


Ww Job) xxi. 13; chap. vi. 24. 


that he would now have requested such a favour from 
him ; nor does Abraham glance at any such uncharit- 
able conduct on the part of the rich man. 

We may now observe, 

II. In what the punishment of this man consisted. 

1. Lazarus dies and is carried into Abraham’s bosom. 
By the phrase, Abraham’s bosom, an allusion is made 
to the custom at Jewish feasts, when three persons re- 
clining on their left elbows on a couch, the person 
whose head came near the breast of the other, was said 
to lie in his bosom. So it is said of the beloved dis- 
ciple, John xiii. 25. Abraham’s bosom was a phrase 
used among the Jews to signify the paradise of God. 
See Josephus’s account of the Maccabees, chap. xiii. 

Verse 22. The rich man also died, and was buried] 
There is no mention of this latter circumstance in the 
case of Lazarus; he was duried, no doubt—necessity 
required this: but he had the burial of a pauper, while 
the pomp and pride of the other followed him to the 
tomb. But what a difference in these burials, if we 
take in the reading of my old MS. Brete, which is sup- 
ported by several versions: fforsothe the viche man fs 
Deed: anv is buried in pelle. And this is also the read- 
ing of the Anglo-saxon, 4 yey on helle zebynzed, and 
was in hell buried. In some MSS. the point has been 


wanting after eradn, he was buried; and the following | 


kat, and, removed and set before exapac, he lifted up: 
so that the passage reads thus: The rich man died 
also, and was buried in hell; and lifting up his eyes, 
being in torment, he saw, &c. But let us view the 
circumstances of this man’s punishment. 

Searcely had he entered the place of his punish- 
ment, when he lifted up his eyes on high; and what 
must his surprise be, to see himself separated from 
God, and to feel himself tormented in that flame ! 
Neither himself, nor friends, ever suspected that the 
way in which he walked could have led to such a per- 
dition. 

1. And seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom, ver. 23. He sees Lazarus clothed with glory 
and immortality—this is the first circumstance in his 
punishment. What a contrast! What a desire does he 
feel to resemble him, and what rage and despair be- 
cause he is not like him! We may safely conclude that 
the view which damned souls have, in the gulf of per- 
dition, of the happiness of the blessed, and the con- 
viction that they themselves might have eternally 
enjoyed this felicity, from which, through their own 
fault, they are eternally excluded, will form no mean 
part of the punishment. of the lost. 

2. The presence of a good to which they never had 
any right, and of which they are now deprived, affects 


they had a right, and of which they are now deprived. 


| Even in hell, a damned spirit must abhor the evil by 
| which he is tormented, and desire that good that would 


free him from his torment. If a lost soul could be re- 
conciled to its torment, and to its situation, then, of 
course, its punishment must cease to be such. An 
eternal desire to escape from evil, and an eternal de 
sire to be united with the supreme good, the gratifica- 
tion of which is for ever impossible, must make a second 
circumstance in the misery of the lost. 

3. Son, remember that thow in thy lifetime receiv- 
edst thy good things, ver. 25. The remembrance of 
the good things possessed in life, and now to be en- 
joyed no more for ever, together with the remembrance 
of grace offered or abused, will form a third circum- 
stance in the perdition of the ungodly. 
ber that thou in thy lifetime, &e. 

4, The torments which a soul endures in the hell 
of fire will form, through all eternity, a continual pre- 
sent source of indescribable wo. Actual torment in 
the flames of the bottomless pit forms a fourth circum- 
stance in the punishment of the lost. J am tormented 
in this flame, ver. 24. 

5. ‘The known impossibility of ever escaping from 
this place of torment, or to have any alleviation of one’s 
misery in it, forms a fifth circumstance in the punish- 
ment of ungodly men. Besides all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf, ver. 26. ‘The eternal 
purpose of God, formed on the principles of eternal 
reason, separates the persons, and the places of abode, 
of the righteous and the wicked, so that there can be 
no intercourse: They who wish to pass over hence to 
you, cannot; neither can they pass over, who would 
come from you hither. A happy spirit cannot go from 
heaven to alleviate their miseries ; nor can any of them 
escape from the place of their confinement, to enter 
among the blessed. ‘There may be a discovery from 
hell of the paradise of the blessed; but there can be 
no intercourse nor connection. 

6. The iniquitous conduct of relatives and friends, 
who have been perverted by the bad example of those 
who are lost, is a source of present punishment to 
them ; and if they come also to the same place of tor- 
ment, must be, to those who were the instruments of 
bringing them thither, an eternal source of anguish. 
Send Lazarus to my father’s family, for I have five 
brothers, that he may earnestly testify (Stauaptvpyta) 
to them, that they come not to this place of torment. 
These brothers had probably been influenced by his 
example to content themselves with an earthly portion, 
and to neglect their immortal souls. Those who have 
been instruments of bringing others into hell shall suf- 


Son, remem- 


the miserable less than the presence of that to which | fer the deeper perdition on that account. 


Vor. 1. (05) 
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aS. and likewise Lazarus evil things: 
An. Olymp. but now he is comforted, and theu 
art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which 
would pass from hence to you cannot ; neither 
can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, fa- 
ther, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s 
house : 


xIsa. viii. 20; xxxiv. 16; John v.39, 45; Acts xv. 21; xvii. 11. 


ST. LUKE. 


‘and Lazarus. 


28 For IJ have five brethren; that a Ee 
he may testify unto them, 1 they An, Diyne. 
also come into this place of torment. ————— 

29 Abraham saith unto him, * They have 
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but 
if one went unto them from the dead, they will 
repent. 

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, ¥ neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 


y John xii. 10, 11. 


Verse 29. They have Moses and the prophets] 'This 
plainly supposes they were all Jewish believers : they 
had these writings in their hands, but they did not per- 
mit them to influence their lives. 

Verse 30. If one went to them from the dead, &c.] 
Many are desirous to see an inhabitant of the other 
world, and converse with him, in order to know what 
passes there. Make way! Here is a damned soul, 
which Jesus Christ has evoked from the hell of fire ! 
Hear him! Hear him tell of his torments! Hear him 
utter his regrets! ‘ But we cannot see him.” No: God 
has, in his merey, spared you for the present this pun- 
ishment. How could you bear the sight of this damned 
spirit? Your very nature would fail at the appearance. 
Jesus keeps him as it were behind the curtain, and 
holds a conversation with him in your hearing, which 
you have neither faith nor courage sufficient to hold 
with him yourselves. 

Verse 31. If they hear not Moses, &c.] This an- 
swer of Abraham contains two remarkable propositions. 
1. That the sacred writings contain such proofs of a 
Divine origin, that though all the dead were to arise, 
to convince an unbeliever of the truths therein declar- 
ed, the conviction could not be greater, nor the proof 
moore evident, of the divinity and truth of these sacred 
records, than that which themselves afford. 2. That 
to escape eternal perdition, and get at last into eternal 
glory, a man is to receive the testimonies of God, and 
to walk according to their dictates. And these two 
things show the sufficiency and perfection of the sacred 
writings. What influence could the personal appear- 
ance of a spirit have on an unbelieving and corrupted 
heart ! None, except to terrify it for the moment, and 
afterwards to leave it ten thousand reasons for uncer- 
tainty and doubt. Christ caused this to be exemplifi- 
ed, in the most literal manner, by raising Lazarus 
from the dead. And did this convince the unbeliev- 
ing Jews? No. They were so much the more en- 
raged ; and from that moment conspired both the death 
of Lazarus and of Christ! Faith is satisfied with such 
proofs as God is pleased to afford! Infidelity never 
has enow. See a Sermon on this subject, by the 
author of this work. 
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To make the parable of the wnjust steward still 
more profitable, let every man consider :— 

1. That God is his master, and the author of all 
the good he enjoys, whether it be spiritual or temporal. 

2. That every man is only a steward, not a pro- 
prietor of those things. 

3. That all must give an account to God, how they 
have used or abused the blessings with which they 
have been entrusted. 

4, That the goods which God has entrusted to our 
care are goods of body and soul: goods of nature and 
grace: of birth and education: His word, Spirit, and 
ordinances: goods of life, health, genius, strength, 
dignity, riches; and even poverty itself is often a 
blessing from the hand of God. 

5. That all these may be wnproved to God’s honour, 
our good, and our neighbour’s edification and comfort. 

6. That the time is coming in which we shall be 
called to an account before God, concerning the use 
we have made of the good things with which he has 
entrusted us. 

7. That we may, even now, be accused before our 
Maker, of the awful crime of wasting our Lord’s 
substance. 

8. That if this crime can be proved against us, we 
are in immediate danger of being deprived of all the 
blessings which we have thus abused, and of being 
separated from God and the glory of his power for ever. 

9. That on hearing of the danger to which we are 
exposed, though we cannot dig to purchase salvation, 
yet we must Jeg, incessantly beg, at the throne of grace 
for mercy to pardon all that is past. 

10. That not a moment is to be lost: the arrest of 
death may have gone out against us; and this very 
night—hour—minute, our souls may be required of us. 
Let us therefore learn wisdom from the prudent des- 
patch which a worldly-minded man would use to 
retrieve his ruinous circumstances; and watch and 
pray, and use the little spark of the Divine light which 
yet remains, but which is ready to die, that we may 
escape the gulf of perdition, and obtain some 
humble place in the heaven of glory. Our wants 
are pressing ; God calls loudly ; and eternity is at hand! 

(30s 


Directions concerning 


CHAP. XVII. 


forgiveness of iguries. 


CHAPTER XVII. . 


Christ teaches the necessity of avoiding offences, 1, 2. 


cacy of faith, 5, 6. 
lepers, 11-19. 


No man by his services or obedience can profit his Maker, 7-10. 
The Pharisees mquire when the kingdom of God shall commence ; Christ answers them, 


How to treat an offending brother, 3,4. The effi 


He cleanses ten 


and corrects their improper views of the subject, 20-37. 


ere "THEN said he unto the disciples, 
* It is impossible but that of- 
————_ fences will come: but wo unto him, 
through whom they come! 

2 It were better for him that a mill-stone 
were hanged about his neck, and he cast into 
the sea, than that he should offend one of these 
little ones. 

3 4 Take heed to yourselves: >If thy bro- 
ther trespass against thee, © rebuke him; and 
if he repent, forgive him. 

4 And if he trespass against thee seven times 
in a day, and seven times in a day return again 
to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive 
him. 

5 9 And the apostles said unto the Lord, 
Increase our faith. 


a Matt. xviii. 6,7; Mark ix. 42; 1 Cor. xi. 19.——» Matt. xviii. 
5, 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVII. 

Verse 1. It is impossible but that offences will come] 
Such is the corrupt state of the human heart that, 
notwithstanding all the influences of grace, and the 
promises of glory, men will continue to sin against 
God; and his justice must continue to punish. See 
on Matt. xviii. 6. 

Verse 2. A miil-stone] That drowning a person 
with a stone tied about the neck was an ancient mode 
of punishment, see proved in the note on Matt. xviii. 
6, 7, to which let the following be added. To have a 
mill-stone hanged about the neck, was a common pro- 
verb. ‘Samuel saith, A man may marry, and after 
that addict himself to the study of the law. Rab. 
Jochanan saith, No: shall he addict himself to the 
study of the law with a mill-stone about his neck ?” 

The place in Aristophanes, to which the reader is 
referred in the note on Matt. xviii. 6, is the following :— 


Apav petewpov ei¢ To Bapadpov euBaro, 
Ex Tov Aapvyyog exxpeacac br epBodoyv. 


‘‘ Lifting him up into the air, I will plunge him 
into the deep: a great stone being hung about his 
neck.”  Aristoph. in Equit. ver. 1359. 

Verses 3, 4. If thy brother trespass] See the notes 
on Matt. xvili. 21, 22. 

Verse 5. Increase our faith.] This work of pardon- 
ing every offence of every man, and that continually, 
seemed so difficult, even to the disciples themselves, 
that they saw, without an extraordinary degree of 
faith, they should never be able to keep this command. 
But some think that this and what follows relate to 
what Matthew has mentioned, chap xvii. 19, 20. 

1 


6 “And the Lord said, If ye 4A, M.4038 
had faith as a grain of mustard seed, An, Olymp 


ye might say unto this sycamine —————_— 
tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be 
thou planted in the sea ; and it should obey you. 

7 But which of you, having a servant plough 
ing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and 
by, when he is come from the field, Go and 
sit down to meat ? 

8 And will not rather say unto hira, Make 
ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, 
© and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken ; 
and afterward thou shalt eat and drink ? 

9 Doth he thank that servant, because he 
did the things that were commanded him? I 
trow not. 

10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done 


¢ Lev. xix. 17; Prov. xvii. 10; James v.19. 4 Matt. xvii. 20; 
xxi. 21; Mark ix. 23; xi. 23. ¢ Chap. xii. 37. 


Verse 6. As a grain of mustard seed] A faith that 
increases and thrives as that is described to do, Matt. 
Xiil. 32, where see the note. See also Matt. xvii. 20. 

This sycamine| The words seem to intimate that 
they were standing by such a tree. The sycamine is 
probably the same as the sycamore. Sycamore with 
us, says Mr. Evelyn, is falsely so called, being our 
acer majus, greater maple. The true sycamore is the 
ficus Pharaonis or Atgyptia, Pharaoh’s, or Egyptian 
fig-tree ; called also, from its similitude in leaves and 
fruit, morosycus, or mulberry fig-tree. The Arabians 
call it guimez: it grows in Cyprus, Caria, Rhodes, 
and in Judea and Galilee, where our Lord at this time 
was: see ver. 11. St. Jerome, who was well ac- 
quainted with these countries, translates the word mul- 
berry-tree. 

Be thou plucked up by the.root] See the note on 
Matt. xxi. 21, where it is shown that this mode of 
speech refers to the accomplishment of things verv 
difficult, but not impossible. 

Verses 7-9. Which of you, having a servant] It is 
never supposed that the master waits on the servant 
—the servant is bound to wait on his master, and to 
do every thing for him to the uttermost of his power - 
nor does the former expect thanks for it, for he is 
bound by his agreement to act thus, because of the 
stipulated reward, which is considered as being equal 
in value to all the service that he can perform. 

Verse 10. We are unprofitable servants] This text 
has often been produced to prove that no man can live 
without committing sin against God. But let it be 
observed, the text says unprofitable servants, not sin- 
ful servants. If this text could be fairly construed 
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Christ cleanses 


8 nee all those things which are command- 
An. Olymp. ed you, say, We are ‘ unprofitable 
CCIis1. 


servants : we have done that which 
was our duty to do. 

11 9 And it came to pass, ® as he went to 
Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst 
of Samaria and Galilee. 

12 And as he entered into a certain village, 
there met him ten men that were lepers, 
h which stood afar off : 

13 And they lifted up thezr voices, and said, 
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 


ST. LUKE. 


the ten lepers. 
14 And when he saw them he he ae 
said unto them, ‘Go show your- An, Clyne. 


selves unto the priests. And it 
came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed. 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice 
glorified God, 

16 And fell down on his face at his feet, 
giving him thanks; and he was a Samaritan. 

17 And Jesus answering said, Were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are the nine ? 


t Job xxii, 3; xxxv.7; Psa. xvi. 2; Matt. xxv. 30; Rom. ui. 12; 
Xi. do 1 Cor, ix, 16, Ly sePhik ay 


8 Chap. ix. 51, 52; John iv. 4 Lev. xiii. 46——' Lev. xiii 
2; xiv. 2; Matt. viii. 4; chap. v. 14. 


to countenance sinful imperfection, it would be easy 
to demonstrate that there is not one of the spirits of 
just men made perfect, in paradise, nor a ministering 
angel at the throne of God, but is sinfully wmperfect : 
for none of these can work righteousness, in the 
smallest degree, beyond those powers which God has 
given them; and justice and equity require that they 
should exert those powers to the uttermost in the 
service of their Maker; and, after having acted thus, 
it may be justly said, They have done only what it was 
their duty to do. The nature of God is illimitable, 
and all the attributes of that nature are infinitely 
glorious: they cannot be lessened by the transgres- 
sions of his creatures, nor can they be increased by 
the uninterrupted, eternal obedience, and unceasing 
hallelujahs, of all the intelligent creatures that people 
the whole vortex of nature. When ages, beyond the 
power of arithmetic to sum up, have elapsed, it may 
be said of the most pure and perfect creatures, “ Ye 
are unprofitable servants.” Ye have derived your 
being from the infinite fountain of life: ye are upheld 
by the continued energy of the Almighty: his glories 
are infinite and eternal, and your obedience and ser- 
vices, however excellent in themselves, and profitable 
to you, have added nothing, and can add nothing, to 
the absolute excellencies and glories of your God. 
Verse 11. He passed through the midst of Samaria 
and Galilee.| He first went through Galilee, whence 
he set out on his journey ; and then through Samaria, 
of which mention is made, chap. ix. 51, 52. All who 
went from Galilee to Jerusalem must have necessarily 
passed through Samaria, unless they had gone to the 
westward, a very great way about. Therefore John 
tells us, chap. iv. 4, that when Jesus left Judea to go 
into Galilee, 2 was necessary for him to pass through 
Samaria; for this plain reason, because it was the 
only proper road. “It is likely that our Lord set out 
from Capernaum, traversed the remaining villages of 
Galilee as far as Samaria, and then passed through the 
small country of Samaria, preaching and teaching every 
where, and curing the diseased, as usual.” Calmet. 
Verse 12. Ten—lepers] Concerning the leprosy see 
the note on Matt. viii. 2; and on Levy. xiii. and xiv. 


to those who were sound, for fear of infecting them. 
See Lev. xii. 46; Num. v. 2; 2 Kings xv. 5. 

Verse 13. They lifted up their voices] They cried 
with one accord—they were all equally necessitous, 
and there was but one voice among them all, though 
ten were engaged in crying at the same time. As they 
were companions in suffering, they were also compa- 
nions in prayer. Prayer should be strong and earnest, 
when the disease is great and inveterate. Sin is 
the worst of all leprosies ; it not only separates those 
to whom it cleaves from the righteous, but it separates 
them from God; and nothing but the pitying heart 
and powerful hand of Christ Jesus can set any soul 
free from it. 

Verse 14. Show yourselves unto the priests.| Ac- 
cording to the direction, Lev. xiii. 2, &c.; xiv. 2, &e. 
Our Lord intended that their cure should be received 
by faith: they depended on his goodness and power ; 
and though they had no promise, yet they went at his 
command to do that which those only were required 
by the law to do who were already healed. 

And—as they went] In this spirit of implicit faith; 
they were cleansed. God highly honours this kind of 
faith, and makes it the instrument in his hand of work- 
ing many miracles. He who will not believe till he 
receives what he calls a reason for it, is never likely 
to get his soul saved. The highest, the most sove- 
reign reason, that can be given for believing, is that 
God has commanded it. 

Verse 15. One of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, &c.| It seems that he did not wait to go first 
to the priest, but turned immediately back, and .gave 
public praise to the kind hand from which he had re- 
ceived his cure. 

Verse 16. He was a Samaritan.] One who pro- 
fessed a very corrupt religion; and from whom much 
less was to be expected than from the other nine, who 
probably were Jews. 

Verse 17. Where are the nine?]_ Where are the 
numbers that from time to time have been converted 
to God? Are they still found praising him, with their 
faces on the dust, as they did at first? Alas! how 
many are turned back to perdition! and how many are 


Which stood afar off| They kept at a distance, again mingled with the world. Reader! art thou of 
because forbidden by law and custom to come near, this number? 
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The Pharisees inquire when the 


a 18 There are not found that  re- 
An. Ol i 
pera: tumed to give glory to God, save 


this stranger. 

19 * And he said unto him, Arise, go thy 
way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 

20 $1 And when he was demanded of the 
Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should 
come, he answered ace and said, The king- 
dom of God cometh not ! with observation : 

21 ™ Nether shall they say, Lo here! or, 
lo there! for, behold, * the kingdom of God is 
° within you. 

22 9 And he said unto the disciples, ? The 


CHAP. 


XVII. 


kingdom of God should come. 


days will come, when ye shall desire 4, M- 4033. 

to see one of the days of the Son An. Olvinp. 
CCI. 1 

of man, and ye shall not see 7t. aS oe 

23 4 And they shall say to you, See here ; 
or, see there; go not after them, nor follow 
them. 

24 *For as the lightning that lighteneth out 
of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the 
other part under heaven; so shall also the 
Son of man be in his day. 

25 * But first must he suffer many things, 
and be rejected of this generation. 

26 * And as it was in the days of Noe, so 


«Matt. ix. 22; Mark v. 34; x. 52; chap. vii. 50; viii. 48; 
XV. 42. 1 Or, with outward show.——™ Ver. 23. » Rom. 
xiv. 17. © Or, among you, John i. 26. 


P See Matt. ix. 15; John xvii. 12. 4 Matt. xxiv. 23; Mark 
xill., 21; chap. xxi. 8. "Matt. xxiv. 27.— Mark viii. 31; 
ikvols) xeoas Chap. Ike ‘Gen. vil., Matt. xxiv. 37. 


Verse 18. This stranger.]. Often God receives 
more praise and affectionate obedience from those who 
had long lived without his knowledge and fear, than 
from those who were bred up among his people, and 
who profess to be called by his name. The simple 
reason is, Those who have mucn forgiven will love 
much, chap. vii. 47. 

Verse 19. Thy faith hath made thee whole.| Thy 
faith hath been the mean of receiving that influence 
by which thou hast been cleansed. 

Verse 20. Cometh not with observation] With 
scrupulous observation. That this is the proper mean- 
ing of the original, wera xapatypnoewc, KypKe and 
others have amply proved from the best Greek writers. 
As if he had said: “ The kingdom of God, the glori- 
ous religion of the Messiah, does not come in such a 
way as to be discerned only by sagacious critics, or is 
only to be seen by those who are scrupulously watch- 
img for it; itis not of such a nature as to be confined 
to one place, so that men might say of it, Behold it 1s 
only here, or only there: for this kingdom of God is 
publicly revealed ; and behold it is among you ; I pro- 
claim it publicly, and work those miracles which prove 
the kingdom of God zs come ; and none of these things 
are done in a corner.” 

Dr. Lightfoot has well observed that there are two 
senses especially in which the phrase “ kingdom of 
heaven,” is to be understood. 1. The promulgation 
and establishment of the Christian religion. 2. The 
total overthrow of the Jewish polity. The Jews ima- 
gined that when the Messiah should come he would 
destroy the Gentiles, and reign gloriously over the 
Jews: the very reverse of this, our Lord intimates, 
should be the case. He was about to destroy the 
whole Jewish polity, and reign gloriously among the 
Gentiles. Hence he mentions the case of the general 
deluge, and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
As if he had said: “The coming of this kingdom 
shall be as fatal to you as the deluge was to the old 
world, and as the fire and brimstone from heaven were 
to Sodom and Gomorrah.” Our Lord states that this 
kingdom of heaven was within them, i. e. that they 
themselves should be the scene of these desolations, 
as, through their disobedience and rebellion, they pos- 


“a 


sessed the seeds of these judgments. See on Matt. 
iis 

Verse 21. Lo here! or, lo there!] Perhaps those 
Pharisees thought that the Messiah was kept secret, 
in some private place, known only to some of their 
rulers; and that by and by he should be pro- 
claimed in a similar way to that in which Joash was 
by Jehoiada the priest. See the account, 2 Chron. 
xxill. 1-11. 

Verse 22. When ye shall desire to see one of the 
days| As it was our Lord’s constant custom to sup- 
port and comfort the minds of his disciples, we cannot 
suppose that he intimates here that ¢hey shall be left 
destitute of those blessings necessary for their support 
in a day of trial. When he says, Ye shall desire to 
see one of the days of the Son of man, he either means, 
ye of this nation, ye Jews, and addresses his disciples 
as if they should bear witness to the truth of the de- 
claration ; intimating that heavy calamities were about 
to fall upon them, and that they should desire in vain 
to have those opportunities of returning to God which 
now they rejected; or, he means that such should the 
distressed state of this people be, that the disciples 
would through pity and tenderness desire the removal 
of those punishments from them, which could not be 
removed because the cup of their iniquity was full. 
But the former is more likely to be the sense of the 


place. 

Verse 23. And they shall say] Or, And 1F they 
shall say. Two MSS., the Syriac and Armenian, 
have cay, IF. 

See here| KM, srxteen others, and the later Sy- 
riac, have 6 ypiotoc, Behold the Christ is here. 'This 
is undoubtedly the meaning of the place. See on 
Matt. xxiv. 23. 

Verse 24. As the lightning, that lighteneth] See 


this particularly explained, Matt. xxiv. 27, 28. 

Verse 25. But first must he suffer many things] 
As the cup of the iniquity of this people shall not be 
full till they have finally rejected and crucified the Lord 
of life and glory, so this desolation cannot take place 
till after my death. 

Verse 26. As it was in the days of Noe] 
Matt. xxiv. 38. 


See on 
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Careless state of the 


A.M. 4033. shall it be also in the days of the 
An. Olymp. Son of man. 

27 They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and 
the flood came, and destroyed them all. 

28 * Likewise also as it was in the days of 
Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, 
they sold, they planted, they builded ; 

29 But ’ the same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from 
heaven, and destroyed them all. 

30 Even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of man ¥ is revealed. 

31 In that day, he * which shall be upon the 
housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him 
not come down to take it away; and he that 


ST. LUKE. 


world at Christ’s coming. 


is in the field, let him likewise not A,M. 4033. 
return back. An, Olymp. 
32 y Remember Lot’s wife. ascites 
33 * Whosoever shall seek to save his hfe 
shall lose it ; and whosoever shall lose his life 
shall preserve it. 

34 *J tell you, in that night there shall be 
two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, 
and the other shall be left. 

35 Two women shall be grinding together ; 
the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

36 [> Two men shall be in the field ; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left.] 

37 And they answered and said unto him, 
¢ Where, Lord? And he said unto them, 
Wheresoever the body zs, thither will the 
eagles be gathered together. 


u Gen. xix. V Gen. xix. 16, 24. w 2 Thess. i. 7. x Matt. 
xxiv. 17; Mark xiii. 15——y Gen. xix. 26. z Matt. x. 39; 
xvi. 25; Mark viii. 35; chap. ix. 24; John xii. 25. 

Verse 27. They did eat, they drank, &c.] They 


spent their whole lives in reference to this world; and 
made no sort of provision for their immortal souls. So 
it was when the Romans came to destroy Judea; there 
was a universal carelessness, and no one seemed to 
regard the warnings given by the Son of God. 

Verse 29. It rained fire and brimstone] Instead 
of it rained, Gen. xix. 24 justifies the insertion of the 
pronoun he, as implied in the verb «Gpege; for it is 
there said that Jehovah rained fire and brimstone from 
Jehovah out of heaven. 

Verse 31. He which shall be upon the housetop] 
See this explained on Matt. xxiv. 17. 

Verse 32. Remember Lot’s wife.] Relinquish 
every thing, rather than lose your souls. She looked 
back, Gen. xix. 26; probably she turned back also to 
carry some of her goods away—for so much the pre- 
ceding verse seems to intimate, and became a monu- 
ment of the Divine displeasure, and of her own folly 
and sin. It is a proof that we have loved with a cri- 
minal affection that which we leave with grief and 
anxiety, though commanded by the Lord to abandon it. 

Verse 33. Whosoever shall seek to save his life] 
These or similar words were spoken on another occa- 
sion. See on Matt. x. 39; xvi. 25, 26. 

Verses 34 and 36. On the subject of these verses 
see Matt. xxiv. 40, 41. The 36th verse is, without 
doubt, an interpolation; see the margin, It was pro- 


a Matt, xxiv, 40, 41; 1 Thess. iv. 17. > This 36th verse is 
wanting in most of the Greek copies ——¢ Job xxxix. 30; Matt. 
xxiv. 28, 


bably borrowed from Matt. xxiv. 40. The whole verse 
is wanting in ABEGHKLQS, more than fifty others, 
the Coptic, Aithiopic, Gothic, Slavonic, and many of 
the fathers: Griesbach has left it out of the text.— 
Well might our translators say in the margin, This 
36th verse is wanting in most of the Greek copies. 
Griesbach thinks it might have been omitted on ac- 
count of the similar ending, (see the preceding verse,) 
or that it was borrowed from Matt. xxiv. 40. 

Verse 37. Where, Lord?| In what place shall all 
these dreadful evils fall? The answer our Lord gives 
in a figure, the application of which they are to make 
themselves. Where the dead carcass is, there will be 
the durds of prey—where the sin is, there will the 
punishment be. See on Matt. xxiv. 28. 

Thither will the eagles (or vultures) be gathered 
together. The jackal or chakal is a devourer of dead 
bodies ; and the vulture is not less so: it is very re- 
markable how suddenly these birds appear after the 
death of an animal in the open field, though a single 
one may not have been seen on the spot for a long 
period before. The following chapter seems to be a 
continuation of this discourse : at least it is likely they 
were spoken on the same occasion. Both contain 
truths which the reader should carefully ponder, and 
receive in the spirit of prayer and faith, that he may 
not come into the same condemnation into which these 
have fallen, 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


The parable of the importunate widow, 1-8. 
Christ, 15-17. 
reflections on his case, 24-27. 
approaching passion and death, 31-34. 
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Of the Pharisee and the publican, 9-14. 
The ruler who wished to know how he might inherit eternal life, 18-23. 
What they shall receive who follow Christ, 28-30. 


Infants brought to 
Our Lord’s 
He foretells his 


He restores a blind man to sight at Jericho, 35-43. 
1 


The parable of the CHAP. 
os nk AND he spake a parable unto 
Sn, Obrmp, them to this end, that men ought 


* always to pray, and not to faint ; 
2 Saying, There was ” in a city a judge, 
which feared not God, neither regarded man: 
3 And there was a widow in that city; and 
she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of 
mine adversary. 
4 And he would not for a while ; but after- 


XVIII. umportunate widow. 
ward, he said within himself, 4, M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 


Though I fear not God, nor regard An. Olymp. 
man ; na 

5 ° Yet because this widow troubleth me, I 
will avenge her, lest by her continual coming 
she weary me. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust 
judge saith. 

7 And ¢ shall not God avenge his own elect, 


2 Chap. xi. 5; xxi. 36; Rom. xii. 12; Eph. vi. 18; Col. iv.2; 1 Thess. 


v. 17.—> Gr. in acertain city. 


¢ Chap. xi. 8.——4 Rev. vi. 10. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVIII. 

Verse 1. Men ought always to pray] Therefore the 
plain meaning and moral of the parable are evident ; 
viz. that as afflictions and desolations were coming 
on the land, and they should have need of much pa- 
tience and continual fortitude, and the constant influ- 
ence and protection of the Almighty, therefore they 
should be instant in prayer. It states, farther, that 
men should never cease praying for that the necessity 
of which God has given them to feel, till they receive 
a full answer to their prayers. No other meaning 
need be searched for in this parable: St. Luke, who 
perfectly knew his Master’s meaning, has explained it 
as above. 

Verse 2. A judge, which feared not God, neither 
regarded man] It is no wonder that our Lord calls 
this person an unrighteous yudge, ver. 6. No person 
is worthy to be put in the sacred office of a judge who 
does not deeply fear God, and tenderly respect his 
fellow creatures. Because this person feared not God, 
he paid no attention to the calls of justice ; and be- 
cause he respected not man, he was unmoved at the 
complaint of the widow. Even among the heathens 
this was the character of a man totally abandoned to 
all evil. So Dion Cassius says of Vitellius, that he 
neither regarded gods nor men—ourTe Tav avSpoTrwr, 
ovte Tov Sewv edpovTifev. 

Verse 3. Avenge me of mine adversary.| The 
original, exdixjoov pe aro Tov avtidixov yov, had better 
be translated, Do me justice against, or vindicate me 
from, my adversary. If the woman had come to get 
revenge, aS our common translation intimates, I think 
our blessed Lord would never have permitted her to 
have the honour of a place in the sacred records. She 
desired to have justice, and that only; and by her 
importunity she got that which the unrighteous judge 
had no inclination to give, but merely for his own ease. 

Verse 4. He said within himself] How many ac- 
tions which appear good have neither the love of God, 
nor that of our neighbour, but only self-love of the 
basest kind, for their principle and motive ! 

Verse 5. She weary me.) ‘Yrorialy pe, Stun me. 
A metaphor taken from boxers, who bruise each other, 
and by beating each other about the face blacken the 
eyes. See 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

Verse 6. Hear what the unjust judge saith.) Our 
blessed Lord intimates that we should reason thus 
with ourselves: “Ifa person of such an infamous 
character as this judge was could yield to the pressing 
and continual solicitations of a poor widow, for whom 


1 


he felt nothing but contempt, how much more ready 
must God be, who is infinitely good and merciful, and 
who loves his creatures in the tenderest manner, to 
give his utmost salvation to all them who diligently 
seek it!” 

Verse 7. And shall not God avenge his own elect] 
And will not God the righteous Judge do justice for 
his chosen? Probably this may refer to the cruel usage 
which his disciples had met with, and were still re- 
ceiving, from the disobedient and unbelieving Jews; 
and which should be finally visited upon them in the 
destruction of their city, and the calamities which 
should follow. But we may consider the text as 
having a more extensive meaning. As God has gra- 
ciously promised to give salvation to every soul that 
comes unto him through his Son, and has put his 
Spirit in their hearts, inducing them to cry unto him 
incessantly for it; the goodness of his nature and the 
promise of his grace bind him to hear the prayers 
they offer unto him, and to grant them all that sal- 
vation which he has led them by his promise and Spi- 
rit to request. 

Which ery day and nght unto him, &c.| This isa 
genuine characteristic of the true elect or disciples of 
Christ. They feel they have neither light, power, 
nor goodness, but as they receive them from him; 
and, as he is the desire of their soul, they incessantly 
seek that they may be upheld and saved by him. 

Though he bear long with them ?| Rather, and HE 
is compassionate towards THEM, and consequently not 
at all like to the unrighteous judge. Instead of paxpo- 
Ouyuwr, and be long-suffering, as in our translation, I 
read paxpofuer, he 1s compassionate, which reading is 
supported by ABDLQ, and several others. The rea- 
son which our Lord gives for the success of his cho- 
sen, is, 1. They cry unto him day andmght. 2. He 
is compassionate towards THEM. In consequence of 
the first, they might expect justice even from an un- 
righteous judge ; and, in consequence of the second, 
they are sure of salvation, because they ask it from 
that God who is towards them a Father of eternal love 
and compassion. There was little reason to expect 
justice from the unrighteous judge: 1. Because he 
was unrighteous ; and 2. Because he had no respect 
for man: no, not even for a poor desolate widow. But 
there is all the reason under heaven to expect mercy 
from God: 1. Because he is righteous, and he has 
promised it; and 2. Because he is compassionate 
towards his creatures ; being ever prone to give more 
than the most enlarged heart can request of him 
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The parable of the 


A. M. 4033. i 1 
M4033. which cry day and night unto him, 


An. Olymp. though he bear long with them ? 
8 I tell you * that he will avenge 
them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son 
of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ? 
9 % And he spake this parable unto certain 
f which trusted in themselves ¢ that they were 
righteous, and despised others : 
10 ‘wo men went up into the temple to 


ol. LUKE. 


Pharisee and the publican 
pray; the one a Pharisee, and the 4,™. 4033. 
l : An. Olymp. 

other a publican es 


11 The Pharisee  * stood and 
prayed thus with himself, ‘ God, I thank 
thee that I am not as other men are, ex- 
tortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. 

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all that I possess. 


© Heb. x. 37; 2 Pet. iii. 8,9—f Ch. x. 29; xvi. 15.— Or, as being 


Every reader must perceive that the common trans- 
lation is so embarrassed as to be almost unintelligible ; 
while that in this note, from the above authorities, is 
as plain as possible, and shows this beautiful parable 
to be one of the most invaluable pieces in the word 
of God. 

Verse 8. He will avenge them speedily.| Or, He 
wil do them justice speedily—ev rayer, instantly, in 
a trice. 1. Because he has promised it; and 2. Be- 
cause he is inclined to do it. 

When the Son of man cometh| To require the pro- 
duce of the seed of the kingdom sown among this 
people. 

Shall he find faith on the earth ?| Or rather, Shall 
he find fidelity in this land? Shall he find that the 
soil has brought forth a harvest proportioned to the 
culture bestowed on it? No! And therefore he de- 
stroyed that land. 

Verse 9. Despised] EfovSevovvrac, Disdained, 
made nothing of others, treated them with sovereign 
contempt. Our Lord grants that the Pharisees made 
clean the outside: but, alas! what pride, vain glory, 
and contempt for others, wore lodged within ! 

Verse 10. A Pharisee] For a description of the 
Pharisees and their tenets, see on Matt. xvi. 1. 

Publican.] See an account of these on Matt. v. 46. 
Both these persons went to the temple to pray, i. e. to 
worship God : they were probably both Jews, and felt 
themselves led by different motives to attend at the 
temple, at the hour of prayer: the one to return thanks 
for the mercies he had received ; the other to implore 
that grace which alone could redeem him from his ‘sins. 

Verse 11. Stood and prayed thus with himself ] 
Or, stood by himself and prayed, a8 some would 
translate the words. He probably supposed it dis- 
graceful to appear to have any connection with this 
penitent publican: therefore his conduct seemed to 
say, “ Stand by thyself; I am more holy than thou.” 
He seems not only to have stood by himself, but also 
to have prayed by himself ; neither associating in per- 
son nor in petitions with his poor guilty neighbour. 

God, I thank thee, &c.] In Matt. v. 20, our Lord 
says, Unless your righteousness abound more than 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of God: see the note there. Now, 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees is de- 
scribed here by a Pharisee himself. We find it was 
twofold: 1. It consisted in doing no harm to others. 
2. In attending all the ordinances of God, then esta- 
blished in the Jewish economy ; and in these things 
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iTsa. i.15; lvili. 2; Rev. iii. 17. 


righteous. ——»Psa. cxxxv. 2. 


they were not like other men, the bulk of the inha- 
bitants of the land paying little or no attention to them. 
That the Pharisees were in their origin a pure and 
holy people can admit of little doubt; but that they 
had awfully degenerated before our Lord’s time is suf- 
ficiently evident. They had lost the spirit of their 
institution, and retained nothing else than its external 
regulations. See on Matt. xvi. 1. 

1. This Pharisee did no harm to others—I am not 
rapacious, nor unjust, nor an adulterer. JT seize no 
man’s property through false pretences. I take the 
advantage of no man’s ignorance in buying or selling. 
I avoid every species of uncleanness. In a word, I 
do to others as I wish them to do to me. How many 
of those called Christians are not half as good as this 
Pharisee! And, yet, he was far from the kingdom of 
God. 

2. He observed the ordinances of religion—T fast 
twice in the week. The Jewish days of fasting, in 
each week, were the second and fifth; what we call 
Monday and Thursday. These were instituted in re- 
membrance of Moses’ going up to the mount to give 
the law, which they suppose to have been on the Sifth 
day ; and of his descent, after he had received the two 
tables, which they suppose was on the second day of 
the week. 

Verse 12. I give tithes of all that I possess.) Or, 
of all I acquire, xropat. Raphelius has well observed, 
that this verb, in the present tense, signifies to acquire 
—in the preter, to possess: the Pharisee’s meaning 
seems to be, “ As fast as I gain any thing, I give the 
tenth part of it to the house of God and to the poor.” 
Those who dedicate a certain part of their earnings to 
the Lord should never let it rest with themselves, lest 
possession should produce covetousness. This was the 
Pharisee’s righteousness, and the ground on which he 
builded his hope of final salvation. That the Phari- 
sees had a strong opinion of their own righteousness, 
the following history will prove :— 

“Rabbi Simeon, the son of Jochai, said: The whole 
world is not worth thirty righteous persons, such as our 
father Abraham. If there were only thirty righteous 
persons in the world, I and my son should make two 
of them ; but if there were but twenty, I and my son 
would be of the number; and if there were but ten, I 
and my son would be of the number: and if there 
were but five, I and my son would be of the five ; and 
if there were but fwo, I and my son would be those 
two; and if there were but one, myself should be that 
one.” Bereshith Rabba, s. 35, fol. 34. This is a 

1 


The publican’s prayer. 


A, M4033. 13 And the publican, standing 


has Ott: afar off, would not lift up so faiths 
. as his eyes unto heaven, but smote 
God be merciful to 


upon his breast, saying, 
me a sinner. 

14 I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other: * for 
every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 


CHAP.| XVIII. 


Children brought to Christ 


1 ; A.M. 4033. 
5 S| ' And they brought unto 4,M. 40% 


he also infants, that he build touch An. Olymp. 
eerk.. 

them: but when fis disciples saw 

it, they rebuked them. 

16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not: for ™ of such is the kingdom 
of God. 


17 * Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 


X Job xxii. 29; Matt. xxiii. 12; chap. xiv. 11; 
lp Petiyyerd, +6: 


James iv. 6; 


1 Matt. xix. 13; Mark x. 13. m1 Cor. xiv. 20; 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
= Mark x. 15. 


genuine specimen of Pharisaic pride. No wonder that 
our Lord accused these of pride and vain glory: they 
were far from humility, and consequently far from 
righteousness. 

Verse 13. The publican, standing afar off] Not 
because he was a heathen, and dared not approach the 
holy place; (for it is likely he was a Jew ;) but because 
he was a true penilent, and felt himself utterly unwor- 
thy to appear before God. 

Would not lift up—his eyes] Holding down the 
head, with the eyes fixed upon the earth, was, 1. A 
sign of deep distress. 2. Of a consciousness and con- 
fession of guilt. And, 3. It was the very posture that 
the Jewish rabbins required in those who prayed to 
God. See Ezra ix. 6; and Mishna, in Berachoth, 
chap. v.; and AKypke’s note here. So the Pharisee 
appears to have forgotten one of his own precepts. 

But smote upon his breast] Smiting the breast was 
a token of excessive grief, commonly practised in all 
nations. It seems to intimate a desire, in the penitent, 
to punish that heart through the evil propensities of which 
the sin deplored had been committed. It is still used 
among the Roman Catholics in their general confessions. 

God be merciful to me] ‘IAac8nre woc—Be propi- 
tious toward me through sacrifice—or, let an atone- 
ment be made for me. J-am a sinner, and cannot be 
saved but in this way. The Greek word iAacko, or 
iAackouat, often signifies to make expiation for sin ; and 
is used by the Septuagint, Psa. Ixv. 4; Ixxviii. 38; 
Ixxix. 9, for 125 kipper, he made an atonement. So 
thacuoc, a propitiation, is used by the same, for ANON 
chataah, a sacrifice for sin, Wizek. xliv. 27 ; and idao- 
tnptov, the mercy seat, is, in the above version, the 
translation of N52 kapporeth, the lid of the ark of 
the covenant, on and before which the Ulood of the ex- 
piatory victim was sprinkled, on the great day of 
atonement. The verb is used in exactly the same 
sense by the best Greek writers. The following from 
Herodotus, lib. i. p. 19, edit. Gale, is full in point. 
Ovoiyoe peyadyjor tov ev AcAdotoe Yeov TAAZKETO, 
Cresus appeased, or made an atonement to, the Del- 
phic god by immense sacrifices. We see then, at once, 
the reason why our blessed Lord said that the tax-ga- 
therer went down to his house justified rather than the 
other :—he sought for mercy through an atonement for 
sim, which was the only way in which God had from 
the beginning purposed to save sinners. As the Phari- 
see depended on his doing no harm, and observing the 
ordinances of religion for his acceptance with God, ac- 
eording to the economy of grace and justice, he must 


1 


be rejected: for as all had sinned and come short of 
the glory of God, and no man could make an atone- 
ment for his sins, so he who did not take refuge in 
that which God’s mercy had provided must be exclud- 
ed from the kingdom of heaven. This was no new 
doctrine: it was the doctrine publicly and solemnly 
preached by every sacrifice offered under the Jewish 
law. Without shedding of blood there is no remission, 
was the loud and constant cry of the whole Mosaic 
economy. rom this we may see what it is to have’ 
a righteousness superior to that of the scribes and Pha- 
risees. We must humble ourselves before God, which 
they did not : we must take refuge in the blood of the 
cross, which they would not; and be meek and hum- 
ble of heart, which they were not. 

Many suppese that the Pharisees thought they could 
acquire righteousness of themselves, independently of 
God, and that they did not depend on him for grace or 
power : but let us not make them worse than they were 
—for this is disclaimed by the Pharisee in the text, 
who attributes all the good he had to God: O God, I 
thank thee, that I am not as others—it is thou who 
hast made me to differ. But this was not sufficient : 
restraining grace must not be put in the place of the 
great atonement. Guilt he had contracted—and this 
guilt must be blotted out; and that there was no way 
of doing this, but through an atonement, the whole 
Jewish law declared. See the note on Matt. v. 20. 

Verse 14. Went down to his house justified] His 
sin blotted out, and himself accepted. 

Rather than the other] H exevvoc: that is, the other 
was not accepted, because he exalted himself—he 
made use of the mercies which he acknowledged he 
owed to God, to make claims on the Divine approba- 
tion, and to monopolize the salvation of the Most High ! 
He was abased, because he vainly trusted that he was 
righteous, and depended on what he had been enabled 
to do, and looked not for a change of heart, nor for 
reconciliation to God. It is a strange perversion of 
the human mind, to attempt to make God our debtor 
by the very blessings which his mere mercy has con- 
ferred upon us! It was a maxim among the Jews, 
that whoever brought a sacrifice to the temple returned 
justified. But our Lord shows that this depended on 
the state of mind—if they were not humbled under a 
sense of sin, they were not justified, though they had 
even offered a sacrifice. 

Verses 15-17. They brought unto him also infants] 
On these verses the reader is requested to consult the 
notes on Matt. xix. 13, 14, and on Mark x, 16. 
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The ruler’s question answered. 


A.M. 4033. not receive the kingdom of God as 
An. Olymp. a little child, shall in no wise enter 
acai therein. 

18 | ° And a certain ruler asked him, say- 
ing, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? 

19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest 
thou me good? none is good, save one, that 
is, God. 

20 Thou knowest the commandments, ? Do 
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, 
Do not bear false witness, 1 Honour thy father 
and thy mother. 

21 And he said, All these have I kept from 
my youth up. 

22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he 
said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: 
* sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, follow me. 

23 And when he heard this, he was very 
sorrowful: for he was very rich. 

24 “J And when Jesus saw that he was very 
sorrowful, he said, * How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God! 

25 For it is easier for a camel to go through 
a needle’s eye, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

26 And they that heard it said, Who then 
can be saved ? 


© Matt. xix. 16; Mark x. 17.——? Exod. xx. 12, 16; Deut. y. 
16-20; Rom. xiii. 9——4 Eph. vi. 2; Col. iii. 20. T Matt. 
Vin 195207 sax, 215) Lim. wi. 19), S Prov. xi. 28; Matt. xix. 
23; Mark x. 23.—t Jer. xxxii. 17; Zech. viii. 6; Matt. xix, 
26; chap. i. 37. 


When a spiritual guide (a gooroo) visits his disciple, 
the latter takes his child to him for his blessing, forcing 
the head of the child down to the gooroo’s feet, who 
gives what is called his d/essing in some such words 
as these, Live long !—Be learned !——Be rich! 

Verses 18-23. A certain ruler] See the case of 
this person largely explained on Matt. xix. 16-22, and 
Mark x. 21; 22. 

Verse 24. How hardly shall they that have riches, 
&c.] See the notes on this discourse of our Lord, on 
Matt. xix. 24-30, and Mark x. 30. 

Verse 25. Jt is easier for a camel] Instead of 
Kkapnrov, a camel, S, and four other MSS., read kapAov, 
a cable. See the same reading noticed on the parallel 
place, Matt. xix. 24. 

Verse 28. We have left all] Our trades, our houses, 
and families. The reader is desired to consult the 
notes on Matt. iv. 20; xix. 27, &c. 

Verse 29. That hath left house, or parents, &c.] 
See on Matt. xix. 28, 29, and Mark x. 29, 30. 
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ST. LUKE. 


Christ foretells his death. 


27 And he said, * The things ape 
which are impossible with men, aré ee 
possible with God. 

28 4 Then Peter said, 
all, and followed thee. 

29 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, ’ There is no man that hath left house, or 
parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for 
the kingdom of God’s sake, 

30 © Who shall not receive manifold more 
in this present time, and in the world to come 
life everlasting. 

31 9 * Then he took unto him the twelve, 
and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Je- 
rusalem, and all things 7 that are written by 
the prophets concerning the Son of man shall 
be accomplished. 

382 For # he shall be delivered unto the Gen- 
tiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully en- 
treated, and spitted on: ; 

33 And they shall scourge him, and put him 
to death: and the third day he shall rise again. 

34 * And they understood none of these 
things: and this saying was hid from them, 
neither knew they the things which were 
spoken. 

35 “| > And it came to pass, that as he was 
come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man 
sat by the way side begging: 

36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he 
asked what it meant. 


350; we have left 


uMatt. xix. 27. ¥ Deut. xxxiii, 9——wJob xhi. 10. 
x Matt. xvi. 21) xvii. 22; xx. 17; Mark x. 32. y Psa. xxii; 
Tsa. ]iii- 2 Matt. xxvii. 2; chap. xxiii.1; John xviii. 28; Acts 
11. 13. # Mark ix. 32; chap. ii. 50; ix.45; John x. 6; xii. 16. 
> Matt. xx. 29; Mark x. 46. 


Or brethren} H adeAgac, or sisTERS, is added by 
the Cod. Bez@, and some others. 

Verse 31. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem] See the 
notes on this discourse, Matt. xx. 17-19, and Mark 
x. 32: 

Verse 33. And the third day he shall rise again.] 
See Hos. vi. 2; and let the reader observe that the 
passage should be read thus: In the third day he will 
raise HIM up, (1]Dp") and we shall live before him: 
his resurrection shall be the pledge, token, and cause 
of ours. 

Verse 34. They understood none of these things] 
Notwithstanding all the information which Christ had 
given them concerning this awful subject, they could 
not as yet fully comprehend how the Messiah should 
suffer ; or how their Master, whose power they knew 
was unlimited, should permit the Jews and Gentiles 
to torment and slay him as he here intimates they 
would. 

Verse 35. A certain blind man] Bartimeus. See 
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A blind man cured. 


A.M. 4033. 37 And they told him, that Jesus 


eer of Nazareth passeth by. 
38 And he cried, saying, 
son of David, have mercy 


Jesus, thou 
on me. 

39 And they which went before rebuked 
him, that he should hold his peace: but he 
cried so much the more, Thou son of David, 
have mercy on me. 

40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to 


© Chap. xvii. 19. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Account of Zaccheus 


A.M. 4033. 
and when aes 


An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 


be brought unto him: 
he was come near, he asked him, 

41 Saying, What wilt thou that I 
shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that 
I may receive my sight. 

42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy 
sight: ¢ thy faith hath saved thee. 

43 And immediately he received his sight, 
and followed him, ¢ glorifying God: and all the 
people, when they saw 7t, gave praise unto God. 


4 Chap. v. 26; Acts iv. 21; xi. 18. 


this transaction explained at large, on Matt. xx. 29- 
34, and Mark x. 46, &c. 


Verse 40. And when he was come near] See the 
remarkable account of the negro and white man, relat- 
ed on Mark x. 50. 


Verse 43. And all the people—gave praise unto 
God.| They saw the finger of God in what was done; 
and they gave him that praise which was due to his 
name. ‘The Pharisees either saw not, or would not 
acknowledge this. The common people are often bet- 
ter judges of the work of God than the doctors them- 
selves. They are more simple, are not puffed up with 
the pride of learning, and are less liable to be warped 
by prejudice or self-interest. Happy are those spirit- 
ually blind persons, to whom Christ has given eyes, 
that they may know him: feet, that they may follow 
him: a tongue, that they may praise him: and a heart, 
that they may Jove him! A true conversion, which no 
way contradicts itself, but is followed by an edifying 


life, makes known the majesty and power of God in 
a more eminent manner than the greatest external 
miracles. Quesnel. 


For a practical use of the principal subjects in this 
chapter, see the parallel places in Matthew and Mark. 
How shall I be justified? is a most important ques- 
tion, which the parable of the Pharisee and the publi- 
can most distinctly answers. A deep consciousness 
of sin, humiliation of heart, and taking refuge by faith 
in the great atonement, is the way, and the only way. 
Even the worst transgressors, coming thus to God, are 
accepted. Blessed news for penitent sinners !—for 
though they cannot boast of a righteousness equal to 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, yet they find they can, 
coming as the publican, be justified freely, through the 
blood of the cross, from all things, from which they 
could not be justified by the law of Moses. If this 
be so, how shall they escape who neglect so GREAT a 
SALVATION ! 


CHAPTER XIX. 


The conversion of Zaccheus, 1-10. 
11-27. 
the cily, and foretells its destruction, 41—44. 
45, 46. 
attentively, 47, 48. 


we ae ND Jesus entered and passed 
An. Olymp through Jericho. 
CCII.1 


2 And, behold, there was a man 
named * Zaccheus, which was the chief among 
the publicans, and he was rich. 


a Ezra ii. 9. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIX. 

Verse 1. Entered and passed through] Was pass- 
img through. Our Lord had not as yet passed through 
Jericho—he was only passing through it; for the 
house of Zaccheus, in which he was to lodge, ver. 5, 
was in it. 

Verse 2. Zaccheus] It is not unlikely that this 
person was a Jew by birth, see ver. 9; but because 
he had engaged in a business so infamous, in the eyes 
of the Jews, he was considered as a mere heathen, ver. 7. 

Chief among the publicans] Either a farmer-gene- 


The parable of the nobleman, his ten servants, and the ten pounds, 
Christ sends his disciples for a colt on which he rides into Jerusalem, 28-40. 
Goes into the temple, and casts out the buyers and sellers. 
The chief priests and the scribes seek to destroy him, but are afraid of the people, who hear him 


He weeps over 


3 And he sought to see Jesus 4, M4033. 
+ who he was; and could not for An. Olymp. 
: CCH. 
the press, because he was little of 
stature. 


4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a 


b Chap. xxiii. 8. 


ral of the taxes, who had subordinate collectors under 
him: or else the most respectable and honourable man 
among that class at Jericho. 

He was rich.| And therefore the more unlikely to 
pay attention to an impoverished Messiah, preaching a 
doctrine of universal mortification and self-denial. 

Verse 3. And he sought to see Jesus who he was] 
So the mere principle of curiosity in him led to his 
conversion and salvation, and to that of his whole 
family, ver. 9. 

Verse 4. He ran before] The shortness of his sta- 
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Account of the 


A. M. 4033. eae eee 
A D.99, «Sycamore tree to see him r he 


Se Orie. was to pass that way. 

= 5 And when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up, and saw him, and said 
unto him, Zaccheus, make haste and come 
down; for to-day I must abide at thy house. 

6 And he made haste, and came down, and 
received him joyfully. 

7 And when they saw 2t, they all murmured, 
saying, ° That he was gone to be guest with a 
man that is a sinner. 

8 And Zaccheus stood, and said unto the 
Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 


ST. LUKE. 


conversion of Zaccheus. 


and if I have A. M. 4033. 


give to the poor: A.D. 29. 


taken any thing from any man by An, Olymp. 
dfalse accusation, ®I restore him —————_ 


fourfold. 

9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is sal- 
vation come to this house, forasmuch as ‘he 
also is £a son of Abraham. 

10 * For the Son of man is come to scek 
and to save that which was lost. 

11 § And as they heard these things, he 
added and spake a parable because he was nigh 
to Jerusalem, and because ‘they thought that 
the kingdom of God should immediately appear. 


= 


€ Matt. ix. 11; chap. v. 30. 4 Chap. iii. 14. 
1; 1 Sam. x1. 3; 2 Sam. xii. 6. 


e Exod. xxii. 


h Matt. 


f Rom. iv. 11, 12, 16; Gal. iii. 7. 
xviil. 11; see Matt. x. 6; xv. 24. 


§ Chap. xii. 16. 
i Acts 1. 6. 


ture was amply compensated by his agility and mven- 
tion. Had he been as ¢ald as the generality of the 
crowd, he might haye been equally unnoticed with the 
rest. His getting into the tree made him conspicu- 
ous: had he not been so low of stature he would not 
have done so. Even the imperfections of our persons 
may become subservient to the grace of God in our 
eternal salvation. As the passover was at hand, the 
road was probably crowded with people going to Je- 
tusalem ; but the fame of the cure of the blind man 
was probably the cause of the concourse at this time. 

Verse 5. Make haste, and come down| With this 
invitation, our blessed Lord conveyed heavenly influ- 
ence to his heart ; hence he was disposed to pay the 
most implicit and cheerful obedience to the call, and 
thus he received not the grace of God in vain. 

Verse 6. Received him joyfully.] He had now seen 
wuo he was, and he wished to hear wHat he was; and 
therefore he rejoiced in the honour that God had now 
conferred upon him. How often does Christ make 
the proposal of lodging, not only in our house, but in 
our heart, without its being accepted! We lose much 
because we do not attend to the visitations of Christ : 
he passes by—he blesses our neighbours and our 
friends ; but, often, neither curiosity nor any other mo- 
tive is sufficient to induce ws to go even to the house 
of God, to hear of the miracles of mercy which he 
works in behalf of those who seek him. 

Verse 7. To be guest with a man that is a sinner.] 
Meaning either that he was a heathen, or, though by 
birth a Jew, yet as bad as a heathen, because of his 
unholy and oppressive office. See the note on chap. 
Vil. 

Verse 8. The half of my goods I give to the poor] 
Probably he had already done so for some time past ; 
though it is generally understood that the expressions 
only refer to what he now purposed to do. 

If I have taken any thing—by false accusation] 
Eoveogavtnoa, from ovKor, a fig, and dav, I show or 
declare ; for among the primitive Athenians, when the 
use of that fruit was first found out, or in the time of 
a dearth, when al] sorts of provisions were exceedingly 
scarce, it was enacted that no figs should be exported 


from Attica; and this law (not being actually repeal- | 
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ed, when a plentiful harvest had rendered it useless, 
by taking away the reason of it) gave occasion to ill- 
natured and malicious fellows to accuse all persons 
they found breaking the /etter of it; and from them 
all busy informers have ever since been branded with 
the name of sycophants. Porrrr’s Antiq. vol. i. c. 
21, end. 

I restore him fourfold.| This restitution the Ro- 
man laws obliged the tax-gatherers to make, when it 
was proved they had abused their power by oppress- 
ing the people. But here was no such proof: the 
man, to show the sincerity of his conversion, does it 
of his own accord. He who has wronged his fellow 
must make restitution, if he have it in his power. He 
that does not do s@ cannot expect the mercy of God. 
See the observations at the end of Gen. xlii. and 
Num. v. 7, 

Verse 9. Jesus said unto him] Bishop Pearce 
observes: “ Probably Luke wrote avrove, not avror, 
said unto them, i. e. to those who had before called 
Zaccheus a sinner; (ver. 7;) for Jesus here speaks 
of Zaccheus in the third person, he also is a son of 
Abraham, and therefore he was not then speaking to 
him.” This conjecture of this respectable prelate is 
supported by the margin of the later Syriac, and by 
every copy of the Jtala but two. 

To this house] To oxy tort», To this very house 
or family. As if he had said: “If he be a sinner, 
he stands in the greater need of salvation, and the Son 
of man is come to seek and save what was lost, ver. 
10; and therefore to save this lost soul is a part of 
my errand into the world.” See the sentiment con- 
tained in this verse explained on Matt. xviii. 11. 

Verse 11. And as they heard these things] I be- 
lieve the participle of the present tense, here, is used 
for the participle of the past, or rather that the parti- 
ciple of the present conveys sometimes the sense of 
the past: for this discourse appears to have taken 
place the next day after he had lodged at the house 
of Zaccheus ; for the text says that he was then draw- 
ing nigh to Jerusalem, from which Jericho was dis- 
tant nineteen miles. I have not ventured to translate 
it so, yet I think probably the text should be read thus: 
And after they had heard these things, he proceeded 
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Parable of the nobleman 


pee 12 * He said therefore, A certain 


are aa nobleman went into a far country, 
to receive for himself a kingdom, 
and to return. 

13 And he called his ten servants, and deli- 
vered them ten ! pounds, and said unto them, 
Occupy till I come. 

14 ™But his citizens hated him, and 
sent a message after him, saying, We will 


CHAP. XIX. 


and his ten servants. 


not have this man to reign 4, maa 
over us. An. Olymp 
. CCIL. 1 
15 And it came to pass, that 


when he was returned, having received the 
kingdom, then he commanded these servants 
to be called unto him, to whom he had given 
the ® money, that he might know how much 
every man had gained by trading. 

16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, 


k Matt. xxv. 14; Mark xiii. 34——! Mina, here translated a 
pound, is twelve ounces and a half: which, according to five 


shillings the ounce, is three pounds two shillings and six pence. 
m Sohn.i aL n Gr. silver, and so verse 23. 


to speak a parable, because they were nigh to Jeru- 
salem. 

Immediately appear.| Perhaps the generality of his 
followers thought that, on his arrival at Jerusalem, he 
would proclaim himself king. 

Verse 12. A certain nobleman] In the following 
parable there are ¢wo distinct morals intended ; let it 
be viewed in these two points of light. 1. The beha- 


viour of the czézzens to the nobleman; and, 2. The 


behaviour of his own servants to him. 1. By the be- 
haviour of the citzzens, and their punishment, (verses 
14, 27,) we are taught that the Jews, who were the 
people of Christ, would reject him, and try to prevent 
his reigning over them in his spiritual kingdom, and 
would for that crime be severely punished by the de- 
struction of their state. And this moral is all that 
answers to the introductory words, ver. 11. And they 
thought that the kingdom of God should immediately 
appear. 2. The other moral extends itself through 
the whole of the parable, viz. that the disciples of 
Christ, who are his servants, and who made a good 
improvement of the favours granted them by the Gos- 
pel, should be rewarded in proportion to the improve- 
ment made under the means of grace. 
moral is all that is intended by Matthew in chap. xxv. 
14, &c., who mentions this parable as spoken by 
Christ after his triumphant entry into Jerusalem ; 
though Luke has here placed that event after the pa- 
rable. See Bishop Pearce. 

The meaning of the different parts of this parable 
appears to be as follows. 

A certain nobleman—The Lord Jesus, who was 
shortly to be crucified by the Jews. 

Went into a far country] Ascended to the right 
hand of the Divine Majesty. 

To receive a kingdom] To take possession of the 
mediatorial kingdom, the right to which, as Messiah, 
he had acquired by his sufferings: see Phil. ii. 8, 9; 
Heb. i. 3, 8, 9. In these words there is an allusion 
to the custom of those days, when they who had king- 
doms or governments given unto them went to Rome 
to receive that dignity from the emperors. Bishop 
Pearce. In proof of this, see Josephus, Ant. 1. xiv. 
c. Xiv., where we find Herod went to Rome to receive 
the sanction and authority of the Roman emperor.— 
And, from lib. xvii. ¢. 3, we learn that his successors 
acted in the same way. 

And to return.} To judge and punish the rebel- 
lious Jews. 

Verse 13. Ten servants] All those who professed 

1 


This latter | 


to receive his doctrine. Ten was a kind of sacred 
number among the Hebrews, as well as seven. See 
chap. xivn, 35) xv. 857 Matt. xv... 

Ten pounds| ‘Ten minas. The Septuagint use thie 
original word puvaa for the Hebrew 73D maneh, from 
which it is evidently derived; and it appears from 
Hzek. xlv. 12, to have been equal to sixty shekels in 
money. Now suppose we allow the shekel, with Dean 
Prideaux, to be 3s., then the mina or maneh was equal 
to 9/. English money. The impropriety of rendering 
the original word pound, will easily be seen by the 
most superficial reader. We should therefore retain 
the original word for the same reason so often before 
assigned. Sumas says, ‘ The talent was sixty minas, 
the mina one hundred drachms, the drachm six oboli, 
the obolus six chalci, the chalcus seven mites or lepta.” 

By the ten minas given to each, we may understand 
the Gospel of the kingdom given to every person who 
professes to believe in Christ, and which he is to im- 
prove to the salvation of his soul. The same word is 
given to all, that all may believe and be saved. 

Verse 14. His citizens] Or countrymen—the Jew- 
ish people, who professed to be subjects of the king- 
dom of God. 

Hated him| Despised him for the meanness of his 
birth, his crucifixion to the world, and for the holiness 
of his doctrme. Neither mortification nor holiness 
suits the dispositions of the carnal mind. 

Sent a message after him] As, in ver. 12, there 
is an allusion to a person’s going to Rome, when elect- 
ed to be ruler of a province or kingdom, to receive 
that dignity from the hand of the emperor, so it is here 
intimated that, after the person went to receive this 
dignity, some of the discontented citizens took the op- 
portunity to send an embassy to the emperor, to prevent 
him from establishing the object of their hatred in the 
government. 

We will not have this man, &c.| The Jews reject- 
ed Jesus Christ, would not submit to his government, 
and, a short time after this, preferred even a murderer 
to him. Like cleaves to like. No wonder that those 
who murdered the Lord of glory should prefer a mur- 
derer, one of their own temper, to the Redeemer of 
their souls. 

Verse 15. When he was returned} When he came 
to punish the disobedient Jews; and when he shall 
come to judge the world. See the parable of the ta- 
lents, Matt. xxv. 14, &c. 

Verse 16. Lord, thy pound hath gained ten] Tho 
principal difference between this parable and that of 
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495408 thy pound hath gained 


Anti: pounds. 

17 And he said unto him, Well, 
thou good servant: because thou hast been 
° faithful in.a very little, have thou authority 
over ten cities. 

18 And the second came, saying, 
pound hath gained five pounds. 

19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou 
also over five cities. 

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, 
here ws thy pound, which I have kept laid up 
in a napkin: 

21 P For I feared thee, because thou art an 
austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst 
not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 

22 And he saith unto him, 4 Out of thine 
own mouth will I judge thee, thow wicked ser- 
vant. Thou knewest that I was an austere 
man, taking up that I laid not down, and reap- 
ing that I did not sow: 

23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my mo- 
ney into the bank, that at my coming I might 
have required my own with usury ? 

24 And he said unto them that stood by, 
Take from him the pound, and give it to him 
that hath ten pounds. 

25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath 
ten pounds.) 


ten 


Lord, thy 


© Matt. xxv. 21; chap. xvi. 10.—pP Matt. xxv. 24. 42 Sam. 
i. 16; Job xv. 6; Matt. xii. 37. T Matt. xxv. 26. 


the talents above referred to is, that the mina given 
to each seems to point out the gift of the Gospel, which 
is the same to all who hear it; but the talents distri- 
buted in different proportions, according to each man’s 
ability, seem to intimate that God has given different 
capacities and advantages to men, by which this one 
gift of the Gospel may be differently improved. 

Verse 17. Over ten cities.| This is to be under- 
stood as referring to the new kingdom which the noble- 
man had just received. His former trustiest and most 
faithful servants he now represents as being made go- 
vernors, under him, over a number of cities, according 
to the capacity he found in each; which capacity was 
known by the improvement of the minas. 

Verse 20. Lord, behold, here is thy pound] See 
Matt. xxv. 18. 

Verse 23. With usury 2] Suv toxw, With its pro- 
duce, i. €. what the loan of the money is fairly worth, 
after paying the person sufficiently for using it: for, 
in lent money, both the lender and borrower are sup- 
posed to reap profit. 

Verse 25. And they said unto him, Lord, he hath 
ten pounds.| This whole verse is omitted by the 
Codex Beza, a few others, and some copies of the 
Jtala. It is probably an observation that some person 
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and his ten servants. 


26. For ,\ sayvuntovyou}* That “7. 4038. 
unto every one which hath shall be An. Olymp. 
given; and from him that hath 
not, even that he hath shall be taken away 
from him. 

27 But those mine enemies, which would 
not that I should reign over them, bring hither, 
and slay them before me. 

28 4 And when he had thus spoken, the 
went before, ascending up to Jerusalem. 

29 " And it came to pass, when he was come 
nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
eatled the mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples, 

30 Saying, Go ye into the village over 
against you; in the which at your entering 
ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never 
man sat: loose him, and bring him hither 

31 And if any man ask you, Why do ye 
loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Be- 
cause the Lord hath need of him. 

32 And they that were sent, went their 
way, and found even as he had said unto 
them. 

33 And as they were loosing the colt, the 
owners thereof said unto them, Why loose ye 
the colt ? 

34 And they said, The Lord hath need of 


him. 


s Matt. xiii. 12; xxv. 29; Mark iv. 25; chap. viii. 18——t Mark 
Kondo u Matt. xxi. 1; Mark xi. 1. 


made while our Lord was delivering the parable, with 
a design to correct him in the distribution: as if 
he had said, “ Why give the mina to that person? 
he has got ten already ; give it to one of those who 
has fewer.” 

Verse 26. And from him that hath not] See this 
particularly explained Matt. xiii. 12. Perhaps it 
would be well, with Bishop Pzarce, to supply the 
word gained—give it to him who hath gained ten 
minas ; for I say unto you, That unto every one who 
hath gained shall be given; and, from him who hath 
not gained, even that which he hath received, shall be 
taken away. 

Verse 27. Those—enemies—bring hither] The 
Jews, whom I shall shortly slay by the sword of the 
Romans. 

Verse 28. He went before] Joyfully to anticipate 
his death, say some. Perhaps it means that he walked 
at the Aead of his disciples; and that he and his dis- 
ciples kept on the road before other companies who 
were then also on their way to Jerusalem, in order to 
be present at the feast. 

Verses 29-38. See this triumphal entry into Jeru- 
salem explained at large on Matt. xxi. 1-11, and 
Mark xi. 1-10. ‘ 


Christ rides into Jerusalem. 


oh alee. 35 And they brought him to Jesus: 
An Olymp. Vand they cast their garments upon 


the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 

36 “ And as they went, they spread their 
clothes in the way. 

37 And when he was come nigh, even now 
at the descent of the mount of Olives, the 
whole multitude of the disciples began to 
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice, for 
all the mighty works that they had seen ; 

38 Saying, * Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: ¥ peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest. 

39 And some of the Pharisees, from among 
the multitude, said unto him, Master, rebuke 
thy disciples. 

40 And he answered and said unto them, I 
tell you that if these should hold their peace, 
7 the stones would immediately cry out. 

41 9 And when he was come near, he 
beheld the city, and * wept over it, 

42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, 
at least in this thy day, the things which 


¥ 2 Kings ix. 13; Matthew xxi. 7; Mark xi. 7; John xii. 14. 


w Matt. xxi. 8. x Psa, exvill. 26 ; ‘chap. xill. 35, y Chap. ii: 
14; Eph. ii. 14. 2 Hab. ii. 11 _——# John xi. 35. Isa. xxix. 
35 4; er. vl. 3,6; chap. xxi. 20. ©] Kings ix. 7,8; Mic. iii. 12. 


Verse 38. Glory in the highest.] 
receive the uttermost degrees of glory! 
Matt. xxi. 9. 

Verse 40. If these should hold their peace, the 
stones would—cry out.| Of such importance is my 
present conduct to you and to others, being expressly 
predicted by one of your own prophets, Zech. ix. 9, 
as pointing out the triumph of humility over pride, and 
of meekness over rage and malice, as signifying the 
salvation which I bring to the lost souls of men, that, 
if this multitude were szlent, God would give even to 
the stones a voice, that the advent of the Messiah 
might be duly celebrated. 

Verse 41. And wept over it] See Matt. xxiii. 37. 

Verse 42. The things which belong unto thy peace !] 
It is very likely that our Lord here alludes to the 
meaning of the word Jerusalem, 0° Swiy from nv yereh, 
he shall see, and Diow shalom, peace or prosperity. 
Now, because the inhabitants of it had not seen this 
peace and salvation, because they had refused to open 
their eyes, and behold this glorious light of heaven 
which shone among them, therefore he said, Now 
they are hidden from thine eyes, still alluding to the 
import of the name. 

Verse 43. Cast a trench about thee} This was 
literally fulfilled when this city was besieged by Titus. 
Josephus gives a very. particular account of the build- 
ing of this wall, which he says was effected in three 
days, though it was not less than thirty-nine furlongs 
in circumference ; and that, when this wall and trench 
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Mayst thou 
See on 


CHAP. XIX. 


HTe weeps over the city. 


belong unto thy peace! but now 4.,M- 4033 
they are hid from thine eyes. 

43 For the days shall come upon 
thee, that thine enemies shall » cast a trench 
about thee, and compass thee round, and keep 
thee in on every side, 

44 And ° shall lay thee even with the ground, 
and thy children within thee ; and ¢ they shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another ; 
* because thou knewest not the time of thy 
visitation. 

45 9 f And he went into the temple, and 
began to cast out them that sold therein, and 
them that bought ; 

46 Saying unto them, #It is written, My 
house is the house of prayer: but > ye have 
made it a den of thieves. 

47 9 And he taught daily in the temple. 
But ‘ the chief priests and the scribes and the 
chief of the people sought to destroy him, 

48 And could not find what they might do: 
for all the people * were very attentive to 
hear him. 


An. Cine 
CCIL. 1. 


4 Matt. xxiv. 2; Mark xiii. 2; chap. xxi. 6. © Dan. ix. 24; 
chap. i. 68, 78; 1'Pet. ii. 12 ——f Matt. xxi. 12; Mark xi. 11, 15; 
John ii. 14, 15. Isa. lvi. 7. h Jer. vii. 11, i Mark xi. 18; 
John vii. 19; viii. 37. k Or, hanged on him, Acts xvi. 14. 


were completed, the Jews were so enclosed on every 
side that no person could escape out of the city, and 
no provision could be brought in, so that they were 
reduced to the most terrible distress by the famine 
which ensued. The whole account is well worth the 
reader’s attention. See Josephus, War, book v. chap. 
ratloueiccces: Rea 

Verse 44. The time of thy visitation.| That is, the 
time of God’s gracious offers of mercy to thee. This 
took in all the time which elapsed from the preaching 
of John the Baptist to the coming of the Roman 
armies, which included a period of above forty years. 

Verse 45. Went into the temple] See all this trans- 
action explained, Matt. xxi. 12-16. 

Verse 47. And he taught daily in the temple.| This 
he did for five or six days before his crucifixion. 
Some suppose that it was on Monday in the passion 
week that he thus entered into Jerusalem, and purified 
the temple; and on Thursday he was seized late at 
night: during these four days he taught in the temple, 
and lodged each night at Bethany. See the note on 
Matt. xxi. 17. 

Verse 48. Were very attentive to hear him.] Or, 
They heard him with the utmost attention, efexpeuato 
avtov akovwr, literally, They hung upon him, hearing. 
The same form of speech is used often by both Greek 
and Latin writers of the best repute. 

Ex vultu dicentis, pendet omnium vultus. 
The face of every man hung on the face of the 


speaker. 
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Pendetque iterum narrantis ab ore. 
Virg. Ain. iv. 79. 
And she hung again on the lips of the narrator. 
The words of the evangelist mark, not only the 
deepest attention because of the importance of the sub- 
ject, but also the very high gratification which the 
hearers had from the discourse. Those who read or 
hear the words of Christ, in this way, must inevitably 
become wise to salvation. 


ST. LUKE. 


out to wicked husbandmen. 


Tue reader is requested to refer to Matt. xxiv., and 
to Matt. xxv. 14, for more extensive information on 
the different subjects in this chapter, and to the other 
parallel places marked in the margin. The prophecy 
relative to the destruction of Jerusalem is one of the 
most circumstantial, and the most literally fulfilled, of 
any prediction ever delivered. See this particularly 
remarked at the conclusion of Matt. chap. xxiv., where 
| the whole subject is amply reviewed. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


The question concerning the authority of Christ, and the baptism of John, 1-8. 
The chief priests and scribes are offended, and lay snares. for 


yard let out to wicked husbandmen, 9-18. 
him, 19,20. The question about tribute, 21-26. 
our Lord’s answer, 27-40. 


How Christ is the son of David, 41-44. 


The parable of the vine- 


The question about the resurrection of the dead, and 
He warns his disciples against the 


hypocrisy of the scribes, whose condemnation he points out, 45-47. 


Aer eee ND “it came to pass, that on 
8 ers one of those days, as he taught 


the people in the temple, and 
preached the Gospel, the chief priests and the 
scribes came upon him with the elders, 

2 And spake unto him, saying, Tell us » by 
what authority doest thou these things? or 
who is he that gave thee this authority ? 

3 And he answered and said unto them, I 
will also ask you one thing; and answer me: 

4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, 
or of men? 

5 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, 
If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, 
Why then believed ye him not ? 

6 But andif we say, Of men; all the people 
will stone us: ° for they be persuaded that 
John was a prophet. 

7 And they answered, that they could not 
tell whence zt was. 

8 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I 
you by what authority I do these things. 

9 “ Then began he to speak to the people 
this parable: ¢ A certain man planted a vine- 
yard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and went 
into a far country for a long time. 

10 And at the season he sent a servant to the 


a Matt. xxi. 23.— —> Acts iv. 75 vii. 27. 
26; chap. vii. 29. 


© Matt. xiv. 53. xxi. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XX. 

Verse 1. One of those days] Supposed to have 
been one of the four last days of his life, mentioned 
chap. xix. 47, probably Tuesday before the passover. 

Verse 2. By what authority, &c.] See the note on 
Matt. xxi. 23-27. 

Verse 9. A certam man planted a vineyard, &e.] 
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husbandmen, that they should give 4, M. 4083. 
him of the fruit of the vineyard : on Ole. 
but the husbandmen beat him, and Zu 
sent him away empty. 

11 And again he sent another servant: and 
they beat him also, and entreated him shame- 
fully, and sent-hzm away empty. 

12 And again he sent a third: and they 
wounded him also, and cast him out. 

13 Then said the lord of the vineyard, 
What shall I do? I will send my beloved son : 
it may be they will reverence him when they 
see him. 

14 But when the husbandmen saw him, they 
reasoned among themselves, saying, This is the 
heir: come, let us kill him, that the inheritance 
may be ours. 

15 So they cast him out of the vineyard, 
and killed him. What therefore shall the lord 
of the vineyard do unto them ? 

16 He shall come and destroy these husband- 
men, and shall give the vineyard to others. 
And when they heard it, they said, God forbid. 

17 And he beheld them, and said, What is 
this then that is written, ° The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head 
of the corner ? 


4 Matt. xxi. 33; Mark xii. 1. e Psalm exviil. 22; Matthew 
xxi. 42 


ae 


See this parable largely explained, Matt. xxi. 33-46. 
See also on Mark xii. 4-9. 

Verse 10. That they should give him of the Fruit] 
The Hindoo corn-merchants, that have lent money to 
husbandmen, send persons in harvest-time to collect- 


their share of the produce of the ground. 
Verse 16. God forbid.] Or, Let it not be, Ln yevowro. 
1 


The questions about tribute and 
A.M. 4033. 18 Whosoever shall fall upon that 
An Givmp, stone shall be broken; but ‘on 


—— whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder. 

19 4 And the chief priests and the scribes 
the same hour sought to lay hands on him; 
and they feared the people : for they perceived 
that he had spoken this parable against them. 

20 & And they watched Jim, and sent forth 
spies, which should feign themselves just men, 
that they might take hold of his words, that so 
they might deliver him unto the power and 
authority of the governor. 

21 And they ced him, saying, » Master, 
we know that thou sayest and teachest rightly, 
neither acceptest thou the person of any, but 
teachest the way of God ‘truly: 

22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto 
Cesar, or no? 

23 But he perceived their craftiness, and 
said unto them, Why tempt ye me? 

24 Show mea * penny. Whose image and 
superscription hath it?) They answered and 
said, Cesar’s. 

25 And he said unto them, Render therefore 
unto Cesar the things which be Cesar’s, and 
unto God the things which be God’s. 

26 And they could not take hold of his 
words before the people: and they marvelled 
at his answer, and held their peace. 

27 4 ! Then came to him certain of the 
Sadducees, ™ which deny that there is any 
resurrection ; and they asked him, 


CHAP. XX. 


the resurrection answered 


28 Saying, Master, ™ Moses wrote aS 4033, 
unto us, If any man’s brother die, An. Oise 
having a wife, and he die without 
children, that his brother should take his wife, 
and raise up seed unto his brother. 

29 There were therefore seven brethren : 
and the first took a wife, and died without 
children. 

30 And the second took her to wife, and he 
died childless. 

31 And the third took her; and in like 
manner the seven also: and they left no 
children, and died. << 

32 Last of all the woman died also. 

33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife 
of them is she? for seven had her to wife. 

34 And Jesus answering said unto them, 
The children of this world marry, and are 
given in marriage : 

35 But they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrec- 
tion from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage : 

36 Neither can they die any more: for ° they 


are equal unto the angels; and are the chil- 


dren of God, 
surrection. 

37 Now that the dead are raised, 4 even 
Moses showed at the bush, when he calleth 
the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of 
the living; for * all live unto him. 


» being the children of the re- 


f Dan. 11. 34, 35; em xxi. 44, § Matt. xxii. 15. 
xxii. 16; Mark xii. 1 Or, of a truth. 
28. VMatt. xxii. ue Mark xii. 18. 


Our phrase, God forbid, answers pretty well to the 
meaning of the Greek, but it is no translation. 

Verse 18. Grind him to powder.) See on Matt. 
xxi. 44, 

Verse 20. They watched him] TUaparnpycavtec, 
Insidiously watching. See on chap. xiv. 1. 

Spies] EyxaGerovc, from ev, in, and Kxabinuc, I let 
down, to set in ambush. One who crouches in some 
secret place to spy, listen, catch, or hurt. Hesychius 
explains the word by evedpevovtec, those who le in 
wait, or in ambush, to surprise and slay. Josephus 
uses the word to signify a person bribed for a particular 


purpose. See War, b. ii. ¢. ii. s. 5, and b. vi. c. v. 8. 2. 


No doubt the persons mentioned in the text were men 
of the basest principles, and were hired by the mali- 
cious Pharisees to do what they attempted in vain to 
perform. 
Verse 22. Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto 
Vou. J ( 3ie ) 


h Matt. m Acts xxiil. 6, 8. n Deut. xxv. 5. oO) Cor. xv. 42, 49, 

k See Matt. xviul. | 52; 1 John iti. 2,——P Rom. vili. 23.4 Exod. ili. 6. ——" Rom. 
vi. LOLLY, 

Cesar] See this insidious but important question 


considered at large on Matt. xxii. 16-22. 

Verse 29. There were therefore seven brethren] See 
on Matt. xxii. 23-33. 

Verse 34. The children of this world] Men and 
women in their present state of mortality and pro- 
bation ; procreation being necessary to restore the 
waste made by death, and to keep up the population 
of the earth. 

Verse 36. Equal unto the angels] Who neither 
marry nor die. See the Jewish testimonies to the 
resurrection of the human body quoted at length on 
1 Cor. xv. 42. 

Verse 38. All live unto him.] There is a remark- 
able passage in Josephus’s account of the Maccabees, 
chap. xvi., which proves that the best informed Jews 
believed that the souls of righteous men were in the 
presence of God in a state of happiness. “ They 
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AM. 4033. 39 Then certain of the -scribes 
An, Olymp. answering said, Master, thou hast 
ik. 


well said. 

40 And after that, they durst not ask him 
any question at all. 

41 9 And he said unto them, * How say 
they that Christ is David’s son? 

42 And David himself saith in the book of 
Psalms, t The Lorp saith unto my Lord, Sit 
thou on my right hand, 

43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 


’ Matthew xxi, 42; Mark xii. 35. t Psalm ex. 1; Acts 


i. 34. 


who lose their lives for the sake of God, Live unto 
Gop, as do Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the rest 
of the patriarchs.” And one not less remarkable in 
Shemoth Rabba, fol. 159. “ Rabbi Abbin saith, The 
Lord said unto Moses, Find me out ten righteous 
persons among the people, and I will not destroy thy 
people. Then said Moses, Behold, here am J, Aaron, 
Eleazar, Ithamar, Phineas, Caleb, and Joshua; but 
God said, Here are but seven, where are the other three? 
When Moses knew not what to do, he said, O Eternal 
God, do those live that are dead? Yes, saith God. 
Then said Moses, If those that are dead do live, re- 
member Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” So the resur- 
rection of the dead, and the immortality and imma- 
teriality of the soul, were not strange or unknown 
doctrines among the Jews. 

Verse 40. They durst not ask] Or, did not ven- 
ture to ask any other question, for fear of being again 
confounded, as they had already been. 

Verse 41. How say they| See the note on Matt. 
xxii. 42-46. 

Verse 43. Thy footstool.| Literally, the footstool 
of thy feet. They shall not only be so far humbled 
that the feet may be set on them; but they shall be 
actually subjected, and put completely under that Christ 
whom they now despise, and are about to crucify. 

Verse 46. Beware of the scribes] Take heed that 
ye be not seduced by those who should show you the 
way of salvation. See on Matt. xxiii. 4-14. 

1. How it can be supposed that the ancient Jewish 
Church had no distinct notion of the resurrection of the 
dead is to me truly surprising. The justice of God, 
so peculiarly conspicuous under the old covenant, might 
have led the people to infer that there must be a re- 
surrection of the dead, if even the passage to which 
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Hypocrisy of the scribes. 


44 David therefore calleth him lg wie 


Lord; how is he then his son? An, Live. 
45 9° Then in the audience of ————~— 


all the people, he said unto his disciples, 

46 Y Beware of the scribes, which desire to 
walk in long robes, and © love greetings in 
the markets, and the highest seats in the 
synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts ; 

47 * Which devour widows’ houses, and for 
a show. make long prayers; the same shall 
receive greater damnation. 


u Matt. xxii. 1; Mark xii. 38. v Matt. xxiii. 5. w Chap. 


x 43) x Matt. xxiii. 14. 


our Lord refers had not made a part of their law. As 
the body makes a part of the man, justice requires that 
not only they who are martyrs for the testimony of 
God, but also all those who have devoted their lives to 
his service, and died in his yoke, should have their 
bodies raised again. The justice of God is as much 
concerned in the resurrection of the dead, as either his 
power or mercy. ‘To be freed from earthly incum- 
brances, earthly passions, bodily infirmities, sickhess, 
and death, to be brought into a state of conscious ex- 
istence, with a refined body and a sublime soul, both 
immortal, and both ineffably happy—how glorions the 
privilege! But of this, who shall be counted worthy 
in that day t Only those who have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, and 
who, by patient continuing in well doing, have sought 
for glory and honour and immortality. 

2. A bad example, supported by the authority, re- 
putation, and majesty of religion, is a very subtle poi- 
son, from which it is very difficult for men to preserve 
themselves. It is a great misfortune for any people 
to be obliged to beware of those very persons who 
ought to be their rule and pattern. This isa reflection 
of pious Father Quesnel; and, while we admire its 
depth, we may justly lament that the evil he refers to 
should be so prevalent as to render the observation, 
and the caution on which it is founded, so necessary. 
But let no man imagine that bad and immoral ministers 
are to be found among one class of persons only. 
They are to be found in the branches as well as in the 
root: in the different sects and parties as well as in 
the mother or national Churches, from which the others 
have separated. On either hand there is little room 
for glorying.— Professors and ministers may change, 
but the ¢ruth of the Lord abideth for ever! 
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The poor widow casting two mites into the treasury, 1-4. 
Faise Christs, 8. 


The signs of this desolation, 7. 

Persecutions against the godly, 12-19. 

times, 23-28. 

29—33. 

lodges by night in the Mount of Olives, 
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Directions how to escape, 20-22. 
The parable of the fig tree, illustrative of the time when they may expect these calamities, 
The necessity of sobriety and watchfulness, 34-36. 


The destruction of the temple foretold, 5, 6 
Wars, 9,10. Earthquakes and fearful sights, 11, 
The tribulation of those 


He teaches by day in the temple, and 


and the people come early to hear him, 37, 38. 
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Destruction of Jerusalem 
Dae AAT D_ he looked up, *and saw 
eo the rich men casting their gifts 


into the treasury. 

2 And he saw also a certain poor widow 
casting in thither two ” mites. 

3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, 
° that this poor widow hath cast in more than 
they all: 

4 For all these have of their abundance cast 
in unto the offerings of God: but she of her 
penury hath cast in all the living that she had. 

“| ¢ And as some spake of the temple, 
how it was adorned with goodly stones and 
gifts, he said, 

6 As for these things which ye behold, the 
days will come, in the which © there shall not 
be left one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down. 

7 | And they asked him, saying, Master, 
but when shall these things be? and what sign 
will there be when these things shall come to 
pass ? 
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and the temple foretold. 


8 And he said, Take heed that 4. oe 
ye be not deceived * for many shall An Cir 
come in my name, saying, I am 
Christ ; ® and the time draweth near : 
not therefore after them. 

9 But when ye shall hear of wars and com- 
motions, be not terrified : for these things must 
first come to pass ; but the end 7s not by and by. 

10 * Then said he unto them, Nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom : 

11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers 
places, and famines, and pestilences ; and fear- 
ful sights and great signs shall there be from 
heaven. 

12 ' But before all these, they shall lay their 
hands on you, and persecute you, delivering 
you up to the synagogues, and * into prisons, 
‘being brought before kings and rulers ™ for 
my name’s sake. 

13 And ™ it shall turn to you for a testimony. 

14 ° Settle zt therefore in your hearts, not to 


ce bik 


2 Mark xii. 41.— See Mark xii. 42. €2 Cor. viii. 12. 

4 Matt. xxiv.1; Mark xiii. 1. e Chap. xix. 44. f Matt. xxiv, 
4; Mark xii. 5; Eph. v. 6; 2 Thess. ii. 3——s Or, and the 
fiat Matt. iii. 2; iv. 17. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXI. 

Verse 1. The rich men casting their gifts into the 
treasury.) See all this, from verse 1 to 4, explained 
on Mark xii. 41-44. 

Verse 2. A certain poor widow] A widow miserably 
poor: this is the proper import of meveypay, and her 
being miserably poor heightened the merit of the action. 

Two mites.| Which Mark says, chap. xii. 42, make 
a farthing or guadrans, the fourth part of an As, or 
penny, as we term it. In Plutarch’s time we find the 
smallest piece of brass coin in use among the Romans 
was the guadrans, but it appears that a smaller piece 
of money was in circulation amoug the Jews in our 
Lord’s time, called here, and in Mark, chap. xii. 42, a 
lepton, i. e. small, diminished, from emo; I fail. In 
ancient times our penny used to be marked with a deep 
indented cross, dividing the piece into four equal paris, 
which, when broken in /wo, made the half-penny, and, 
when broken into fowr, made the fourthing, what we 
have corrupted into farthing. Probably the Roman 
guadrans was divided in this way for the convenience 
of the poor. Our term mite seems to have been taken 
from the animal called by that name; for as that ap- 
peared to our ancestors to be the smallest of all ani- 
mals, so this being the smallest of all coins was called 
by its name. Junius says that mifte was a.small base 
coin among the Dutch. Our word mite seems to be a 
contraction of the Latin minutwm,a small thing, whence 
the French miéte, a crumb, a very small morsel. See 
the note on Mark xii. 41. 

Verse 5. Goodly stones] Or, costly stones. It has 


~ been thought by" some that this relates not so much 


1 


h Matt. xxiv. 7. i Mark xiil. 9; Rev. ii. 10. 
She Wes Ue S Sri A458 Sak eas 
n Phil. i. 28; 2 Thess. i. 5. 
chap. xii. 11. 


k Acts iv. 
1 Acts xxv. 23.——™ | Pet. ii- 13. 
© Matthew x. 19; Mark xiii. 11: 


to the stones of which the temple was built, as to the 
precious stones with which it was decorated. For an 
account of the stones of the femple, see on Mark xiii 1. 

And gifts] Or, consecrated things, 
Ava$nua properly signifies a thing consecrated to sa= 
cred uses: Avafeua signifies a thing devoted to a curse; 
or to destruction. They both come from the same 
root, avatiOnu, I lay up, separate ; and though two 
meanings cannot be more opposite than those assign- 
ed to these words, yet in the words themselves a short 
vowel (e) in the place of a long one (7) makes all the 
difference between blessing and cursing. 

Verse 6. One stone upon another] ‘This was lite- 
rally fulfilled. See Matt. xxiv. 2. 

Verse 8. Many shall come in my name] Usurping 
my name : calling themselves the Messiah. See Matt. 
xxiv. 5. Concerning this prediction of the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and its literal accomplishment, see 
the notes on Matt. xxiv. 1-42. 

Verse 9. Commotions|] Seditions and civil dissen- 
sions, with which no people were more agitated than 
the Jews. 

Verse 11. Fearful sights] What these were the 
reader will find in detail on Matt. xxiv. 7. 

Verse 12. Synagogues] Or, assemblies, &c. 
these all explained on Mark xii. 9. 

Verse 13. It shall turn to you for a testimony.} 
That is, it shall turn out on your part for a testimony 


avadnpict. 


See 


| to them (your persecutors) that you are thoroughly 


persuaded of the truth of what you teach, and that you 
are no impostors. 
Verse 14. Setéleit therefore. &c.] See on Matt. x. 19 
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Destruction of Jerusalem 


A.M. 4033. : ‘ 
\ M. 4033. meditate before, what ye shall an 


An. Olymp. Swer: 

15 For I will give you a mouth 
and wisdom, ? which all your adversaries shall 
not be able to gainsay nor resist. 

16 «And ye shall be betrayed both by pa- 
rents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends ; 
and * some of you shall they cause to be put 
to death. 

17 And ‘ye shall be hated of all men for 
my name’s sake. 

18 * But there shall not a hair of your head 
perish. 

19 In your patience possess ye your souls. 

20 * And when ye shall see Jerusalem com- 
passed with armies, then know that the deso- 
lation thereof is nigh. 

21 Then let them which are in Judea flee 
to the mountains; and let them which are in 
the midst of it depart out; and let not them 
that are in the countries enter thereinto. 

22 For these be the days of vengeance, 
that Yall things which are written may be 
fulfilled. 

23 ~ But wo unto them that are with child, 
and to them that give suck, in those days ! for 


P Acts vi. 10——4 Micah vii. 6; Mark xiii. 12. tT Acts vil. 
59s x102, Ss Matt. x. 22. t Matt. x. 30. u Matt. xxiv. 15; 
Mark xiii. 14. VY Dan. ix. 26, 27; Zech. xi. 1. w Matthew 
xxiv. 19: 


Verse 15. I will give you a mouth and wisdom] 
Zroua, a mouth, must appear plain to every person to 
be used here for a ready utterance, or eloquence in 
speaking. They shall have an abundance of wisdom 
to know what to say ; and they shall have an irresisti- 
ble eloquence to say what they ought. 

Verse 18. But there shall not a hair of your head 
perish.| A. proverbial expression for, Ye shall not suf- 
fer any essential injury. Every genuine Christian shall 
escape when this desolation comes upon the Jewish state. 

Verse 19. In your patience] Rather, your per- 
severance, your faithful continuance in my word 
and doctrine. Ye will preserve your souls. Ye shall 
escape the Roman sword, and not one of you shall pe- 
rish inthe destruction of Jerusalem. Instead of xrycac0e, 
possess, or preserve ye, I read xryoecbe, ye shall pre- 
serve. This reading is supported by AB-B, five 
others ; both the Syriac, all the Arabic, Mthiopic, 
Vulgate, all the Itala except two, Origen, Macarius, 
and Tertullian. 

Verse 22. These be the days of vengeance] See 
on Matt. xxiv. 21. é 

Verse 24. They shall fall by the edge of the sword] 
Those who perished in the siege are reckoned to be 


not less than eleven hundred thousand. See Matt. 
XKIV-n oe: 
And shall be led away captive} To the number of 
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ST. LUKE. 


and the temple foretold. 


A. M, 4033. 


there shall be great distress in the Meshes. 
An. Olymp. 


land, and wrath upon this people. ora 

24 And they shall fall by the ———— 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away cap- 
tive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, * until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

25 9 Y And there shall be signs in the sun, 
and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity : 
the sea and the waves roaring ; 

26 Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are com- 
ing on the earth: 7 for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. 

27 And then shall they see the Son of man 
* coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

28 And when these things begin to come to 
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads ; 
for > your redemption draweth nigh. ~ 

29 © And he spake to them a parable: Be- 
hold the fig tree, and all the trees ; 

30 When they now shoot forth, ye see and 
know of your own selves, that summer is now 
nigh at hand. 

31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things 

x Dan, ix. 27; xii. 7; Rom. xi. 25. Y Matt. xxiv.29; Mark 
xill. 24; 2 Pet. iii. 10, 12: z Matt. xxiv. 29. a Matt. xxiv. 


30; Rev. i. 7; xiv. 14.——» Rom. viii. 19, 23. © Matt. xxiv. 
32; Mark xiii. 28. 


ninety-seven thousand. See Josephus, War, b. vi. c. 
ix. s. 2, 3,-and on Matt. xxiv. 31. 

Trodden down of the Gentiles} Judea was so com- 
pletely subjugated that the very land itself was sold by 
Vespasian ; the Gentiles possessing it, while the Jews 
were either nearly all killed or led away into captivity. 

Of the Gentiles be fulfilled.| Vill the different na~ 
tions of the earth, to whom God shall have given the 
dominion over this land, have accomplished all that 
which the Lord hath appointed them to do; and till the 
time of their conversion to God take place. But when 
shall this bet We know not. The nations are still 
treading down Jerusalem, and the end is known only 
to the Lord. See the note on Matt. xxiv. 31. 

Verse 25. The sea and the waves roaring] Figu- 
ratively pointing out the immense Roman armies by 
which Judea was to be overrun and destroyed. 

Verse 26. Men’s hearts failing them for fear] Or, 
Men fainting away through fear, (Aropvyovtwr,) be- 
mg ready to die. 

Coming on the earth] Or, Coming upon this land, 
orxouwevy. See this translation of the word vindicated 
in the note on chap. ii. 1. 

Verse 29. He spake to them a parable] Illustrated 
all these predicted facts by the simile of a fig tree 
See this explained on Matt. xxiv. 32. 

Verse 31. The kingdom of God is nigh at hand.} 

1 


The necessity 


A.M. 1033. come to pass, know ye that the king- 


An, Olymp. dom of God is nigh at hand. 

: 32 Verily I say unto you, This 
generation shall not pass away, till all be 
fulfilled. 

33 4 Heaven and earth shall pass away : but 
my words shall not pass away. 

34 4 And ° take heed to yourselves, lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with sur- 
feiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 

35 For fas a snare shall it come on all them 


CHAP. XXII. 


of watchfuiness. 


that dwell on the face of the whole oe 
earth. 

36 & Watch ye therefore, and 
» pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to 
pass, and ‘ to stand before the Son of man. 

37 * And in the day time he was teaching 
in the temple ; and ! at night he went out, and 
abode in the mount that is called the mount of 
Olives. 

38 And all the people came early in the 
morning to him in the temple, for to hear him. 


An. Olymp. 
CCI. 1. 


d Matt. xxiv. 35. € Rom. xiii. 13; 1 Thess. v. 6; 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
£] Thess. v. 2; 2 Pet. iii. 10; Rev. iii. 3; xvi. 15. 


§ Matt. xxiv. 42; xxv. 13; Mark xiii. 33——}Chap. xviii. 1. 
i Psa. i.5; Eph. vi, 13. k John viii. 1, 2—! Ch. xxii. 39. 


After the destruction of the Jewish state, the doctrine 
of Christ crucified shall be preached every where, and 
every where prevail. 

Verse 32. This generation] This race of men; but 
see on Matt. xxiv. 34, and Mark xiii. 30. 

Verse 34. Take heed to yourselves| See our Lord’s 
parable, relative to this matter, explained, Mark xiii. 34. 

Be overcharged] Literally, be made heavy, asis ge- 
nerally the case with those who have eaten or drank 
too much. Take heed that ye be not rendered secure 
by an improper use of lawful things: do not make this 
earth your portion: expect its dissolution, and prepare 
to meet your God. 

Verse 35. The face of the whole earth.] Or, of 
this whole land. The land of Judea, on which these 
heavy judgments were to fall. See ver. 25; see also 
chap. i. lL. 

Verse 36] Watch ye therefore, and pray always] 
Perhaps we should connect ev ravi kaipw, continually, 
with aypurvete, watch, as it appears to be the most na- 
tural order. Indeed the word continually belongs equally 
to both watch and pray; and no man is safe, at any 
time, who does not attend to this advice as literally as 
possible. 


That shall come to pass} That is, the tribulations 
which are on their way to overwhelm and destroy the 
Jewish people. These are sufficiently stated in the 
preceding verses. 

To stand before the Son of man.] To be acquttied, 
and to be condemned, are expressed, in Rom. xiv. 4, 
by standing and falling. Those who were faithful 
to the grace they had received were not only not de- 
stroyed in the destruction of Jerusalem, but became 
heralds of the grace and mercy of God to the nations. 
Thus they were counted worthy to stand before the 
Son of man—to minister salvation in his name. 

Verse 37. And in the day time] Or, every day— 
tac juepac. This probably relates to the four last 
days of his life already mentioned. 

Abode in the mount] He taught all day in the tem- 
ple, and withdrew every evening, and lodged in Beth- 
any ; a town at the foot, or on the declivity of the 
mount of Olives. See the note on Matt. xxi. 17. 

Verse 38. The people came early] He returned 
early from the mount of Olives, and the people came 
early in the morning to the temple to hear his teach- 
ing. For practical observations on the awful subject 
of this chapter, see Matt. xxiv. at the end, 
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The chief priests and scribes plot our Lord’s destruction, 1, 2. 
He eats his last supper with his disciples, 7-18. Institutes the eucharist, 19, 20. An- 


trays him, 3-6. 
nounces one of his disciples as the traitor, 21-23. 
Warns Peter against Satan’s devices, 31, 32. 


chief priests and captains of the temple, 52, 53. 
follows and denies his Master, 54-60. 
terly, 61, 62. 
fore the council, 66, 67. 
him, 71. 


Peter’s resolution, 33. 
his disciples to make prudent provision for their own support, 35-37. 

the Mount of Olives, and has his agony in the garden, 39-46. 
cuts off the ear of the high priest’s servant, which Christ heals by a touch, 49-51. 


He acknowledges himself to be the Son of God, 68-70 


Judas, at the wmstigation of the devil, be- 


The contention which should be greatest, 24-30. 

His denial foretold, 34. Tells 
The two swords, 38. He goes to 
Judas comes with a mob, 47,48. Peter 
He addresses the 


They lead him to the high priest's house, and Peter 
Christ looks upon him, he is stung with remorse, and weeps bit- 
Jesus is mocked, and variously insulted, 63-65. 


The next morning he is questioned be- 
They condemn 
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Judas engages to betray Christ. 


A. M. 4033, 
jae No&w 4 the feast of unleavened 
An. Olymp bread drew nigh, which is call- 


>——i--—,, 6d the passover, 

2 And » the chief priests and scribes sought 
how they might kill him; for they feared the 
people. 

3 9° Then entered Satan into Judas sur- 
named Iscariot, being of the number of the 
twelve, 

4 And he went his way, and communed with 
the chief pricsts and captains, how he might 
betray him unto them. 

5 And they were glad, and ¢ covenanted to 
give him money. 

6 And he promised, and sought opportunity 


a Matt. xxvi. 2; Mark xiv. l. + Psa. ii. 2; John xi. 47; Acts 
iv, 27. © Matt. xxvi. 14; Mark xiv. 10; John xiii. 2, 27. 


ST. LUKE. 


The disciples prepare the passover. 
to betray him unto them, *in the 4,™. 40%. 
absence of the multitude. An. Olymp. 


7 %Then came the day of eo a 


unleavened bread, when the passover must 
be killed. 

8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go, 
and prepare us the passover that we may eat. 

9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou 
that we prepare ? 

10 And he said unto them, Behold, when ye 
are entered into the city, there shall a man 
meet you, bearing a pitcher of water: follow 
him into the house where he entereth in. 

11 And ye shall say unto the good man of 
the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where 


4 Zech. xi. 12. © Or, without tumult.——f Matthew xxv. 17; 


Mark xiv. 12. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXII. 

Verse 1. The feast of unleavened bread, &c.] See 
this largely explained, Exod. xxiii. 14; Lev. xxiii. 
2—40, and on Matt. xxvi. 2. 

Verse 2. They feared the people.| The great mass 
of the people seem to have been convinced that Christ 
was at least a prophet sent from God ; and it is likely 
they kept steady in their attachment to him. The 
multitude, who are represented as clamouring for his 
blood at the crucifixion, appear to have been a mere 
mob, formed out of the creatures of the chief priests 
and Pharisees. 

Verse 3. Then entered Satan into Judas} The 
devil filled the heart of Judas with avarice ; and that 
infamous passion led him to commit the crime here 
specified. ‘This at once accounts for the whole of this 
most unprincipled and unnatural transaction. None 
but a deyil, or he who is possessed by one, could have 
been guilty of it :-—let the living lay this to heart.— 
A minister of the Gospel, who is a lover of money, is 
constantly betraying the interests of Christ, He can- 
not serve déwo masters; and while his heart is pos- 
sessed with the love of pelf, the love of God and zeal 
for perishing souls cannot dwell in him. What Satan 
could not do by the envy and malice of the high priests 
and Pharisees, he effects by Judas, a false and fallen 
minister of the Gospel of God. None are so danger- 
ous to the interests of Christianity as persons of this 
stamp. 

Verse 4. And captains] Among the priests who 
were in waiting at the temple, some were appointed 
gvdaxec, for a guard to the temple; and over these 

“ were cparyyot, commanding officers: both sorts are 
mentioned by Josephus, War, b. vi. c. 5. s. 8. Bp. 
Pearce. ee another sense of captains, in the note 
on Matt. xxvii. 65, Dr. Lightfoot supposes these to 
have been the captains over the watches; for in three 
places the priests kept watch and ward in the temple, 
viz. in Beth Abtenes, in Beth Nitsots, and in Beth Mo- 
kad. The Levites also in twenty-one places more, 
Middoth, chap. i. Though these watches consisted 
of seyeral persons in each, there was one set over 
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them, as the captain or head of that watch. He thinks 
that Matthew, chap. xxvii. 65, refers to one of 
these: Ye have a watch of your own; let some of 
them be sent to guard the sepulchre. The captain of 
the temple, he supposes to have been the chief or head 
of all these watches; and thus he was captain of the 
captains. In the same Talmudical tract it is said, 
The ruler of the mountain of the temple (i. e. captain 
of the temple) takes his walks through every watch 
with torches lighted before him: if he found any upon 
the watch, that was not standing on his feet, he said, 
Peace be with thee: but if he found him sleeping, he 
struck him with a stick, and he might also burn his 
clothes. And when it was said by others, What noise 
is that in the court? the answer was, It is the noise 
of a Levite under correction, whose garments they are 
burning, because he slept upon his watch. This cus- 
tom casts light on Rey. xvi. 15: Behold, I come as 
a thief; blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 
It is easy to distinguish this captain of the mountain 
af the temple from the ruler of the temple, or sagan: 
the former presided over the guards; the latter over 
the whole service of the temple. We have them 
both distinguished, Acts iv, 1; there is the captain 
of ihe temple; and Annas, who was the sagan. See 
Lightfoot. 

Verse 5. They—covenanted to give him money.] 
Matthew says dhirty pieces, or staters, of silver, about 
4]. 10s. English, the common price of the meanest 
slave. See the note on Matt. xxvi. 15. 

Verse 6. And he promised] That is, to. do it— 
eEapoaoynoe: or, He accepted the proposal. See 
Wakefield. 

Verse 7. The passover] Tlacya, ver. 1, is the 
name of the festival; to tacya here is supposed to be the 
name of that on which they feasted, viz. the sacrificed 
paschal lamb, But see the notes on Matt. xxvi., and 
especially the observations at the end of that chapter. 

Verse 8-13. He sent Peter and John, &e.) See 
the subject of these verses largely explained on Matt. 
xxvi, 17-19, and Mark xiv. 13, 15, 


} 


Christ institutes 


A.M. 1033. is the guestchamber, where I shall 


eee eat the passover with my disciples ? 
= 12 And he shall show youa large 
upper room furnished: there make ready. 

13 And they went, and found as he had said 
unto them: and they made ready the passover. 

14 And when the hour was come, he sat 
down, and the twelve apostles with him. 

15 And he said unto them, * With desire I 
have desired to eat this passover with you be- 
fore I suffer : 

16 For I say unto you, I will not any more 
eat thereof, ‘ until it be fulfilled in the king- 
dom of God. 


17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 


& Matt. xxvi. 20; Mark xiv. 17. “Or, [have heartily desired. 
iChap. xiv. 15; Acts x. 41; Rev. xix. 9. 
Mark xiv. 25. 


1 Matt. xxvi. 26; Mark xiv. 22. 


CHAP. XXII. . 


k Matt. xxvi. 29; | 


the eucharast. 


and said, Take this, and divide zt Se 
among yourselves : An. Olymp. 

18 For * I say unto you, I will not Bo ae 
drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom 
of God shall come. t 

19 4! And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This 
is my body which is given for you: ™ this do 
in remembrance of me. 

20 Likewise also the cup after supper, say- 
ing, ® This cup is the new testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you. 

21 § ° But, behold, the hand of him that 
betrayeth me 7s with me on the table. 

22 ? And truly the Son of man goeth, 4 as 


m | Cor, xi. 24.- 2} Cor. x. 16. Psa. xli.9; Matt. xxvi. 
21, 23; Mark xiv. 18; John xiii, 21, 26. P Matthew xxvi. 24, 
9 Acts il. 23; iv. 28. 


Verse 14. And when the hour was come] That is, 
the evening. See Matt. xxvi. 20, and Mark xiy. 17. 

Verse 15. With desire I have desired] A Hebraism 
for, I have desired most earnestly. Our Lord’s mean- 
ing seems to be, that, having purposed to redeem a 
lost world by his blood, he ardently longed for the time 
in which he was to offer himself up. Such love did 
the holy Jesus bear to the human race. This ewcha- 
ristic passover was celebrated once, by way of antici- 
pation, before the bloody sacrifice of the victim of sal- 
vation, and before the deliverance it was appointed to 
commemorate ; as the figurative passover had been 
likewise once celebrated before the going out of Hgypt, 
and the deliverance of God’s chosen people. Quesnel. 

Verse 16. Until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.| ‘That is, until that of which the passover is a 
type is fulfilled in my death, through which the king- 
dom of God, or of heaven, (See Matt. ii. 2,) shall be 
established among men. 

Verse 17. He took the cup] This was not the 
sacramental cup, for that was taken afler supper, ver. 
20, but was the cup which was ordinarily taken before 
supper. 

Divide it among yourselves] Pass the cup from 
one to another; thus the cup which Christ gave to the 
first person on his right hand continued to be handed 
from one to another, till it came to the last person on 
his left. 

Verse 18. I will not drink of the fruit of the vine] 
That is, before the time of another passover, the Holy 
Ghost shall descend, the Gospel of the kingdom be 
established, and the sacramental supper shall take place 
of the paschal lamb ; for in a few hours his crucifixion 
was to take place. See on Matt. xxvi. 29. 

Verse 19. Took bread] See the nature and design 
of the Lord’s Supper explained in the notes on Matt. 
XXvi. 26-29. 

This do in remembrance of me.| That the Jews, 
in eating the passover, did it to represent the suffer- 
ings of the Messiah, is evident from the tract Pesa- 
chum, fol. 119, quoted by Schoettgen. Why do we 
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call this the great hallel? (i. e. the hymn composed 
of several psalms, which they sung after the paschal 
supper.) Ans. Because in it these five things are con- 
tained: 1. The exodus from Egypt. 2. The divid- 
ing of the Red Sea. 3. The promulgation of the law. 
4. The resurrection of the dead. And, 5. The suf: 
ferings of the Messiah. The first is referred to, Psa, 
exiv. 1, When Israel went out of Egypt, &c. The 
second in Psa. exiv. 3, The sea saw it and fled. The 
third in Psa. exiv. 4, The mountains skipped like 
rams, &c. The fourth in Psa. exvi. 9, I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the lwing. ‘The fifth 
in Psa. exv. 1, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory; for thy mercy and thy 
truth’s sake. See the note on Matt. xxvi. 30. 

Verse 20. This cup is the new testament in my 
blood] Perhaps it might be better to paraphrase the 
passage thus: This cup which is poured out for you, 
signifies the blood of the new covenant, which is shortly 
to be ratified in (or dy) the shedding of my blood.— 
Or, This cup is the new covenant, poured out for you 
with my blood :—that is, the paschal sacrifice and my 
sacrifice happen together. But see Kypke. 

It does not appear that our Lord handed either the 
bread or the cup to each person; he gave it to him 
who was next to him, and, by handing it from one to 
another, they shared it among themselves, ver. 17. 
In this respect the present mode of administering the 
Lord’s Supper is not strictly according to the original 
institution. 

Verse 21. The hand of him that betrayeth me, &c.] 
What can be desired more, says Dr. Lightfoot, as a 
demonstration that Judas was present at the eucharist? 
And, whereas the contrary is endeavoured to be proved 
out of John xiii., nothing is made out of nothing ; for 
there is not one syllable throughout that whole chap- 
ter of the paschal supper, but of a supper before the 
feast of the passover. 

Verse 22. The Son of man goeth| That is, he is 
about to die. Amepyeodat, ovyerdat, abire, going, going 
away, and departing, are used, by the best Greek and 

487 


The disciples contend 


ee a it was determined: but wo unto 
An. Olymp. that man by whom he is betrayed ! 
bi 23 ‘And they began to inquire 
among themselves, which of them it was that 
should do this thing. 

24 4 * And there was also a strife among 
them, which of them should be accounted the 
greatest, 

25 * And he said unto them, The kings of 
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them ; and 
they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. 

26 "But ye shall not be so: ¥ but he that is 
greatest among you, let him be as the younger; 
and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 


ST. LUKE. 


who should be greatest. 
27 ~ For whether is greater, 4,M, 4033. 
he that sitteth at meat, or he AaeO ap: 


that serveth? zs not he that sit- 
teth at meat? but *I am among you as he 
that serveth. 

28 Ye are they which have continued with 
me in ¥ my temptations. 

29 And 7 I appoint unto you a kingdom, as 
my Father hath appointed unto me ; 

30 That * ye may eat and drink at my table 
in my kingdom, ¥ and sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 

31 9% And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, be 
hold, ° Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
may “sift you as wheat: 


r Matt. xxvi. 22; John xiii. 22, 25——s Mark ix. 34; chap. 
ix, 46, t Matt. xx, 25; Mark x. 42. 4 Matt. xx, 26; 1 Pet. 
Vara v Chap, ix, 48,——w Chap. xii, 37, x Matt. xx. 28; 
John xiii. 13, 14; Phil. ii, 7. Y Heb. iv. 15. 


Latin writers, for death and dying, See Rosen- 
muller. 

Verse 23. They began to inquire among themselves] 
See the notes on Matt. xxvi. 23, 24. 

Verse 24. There was also a strife among them] 
There are two different instances of this sort of con- 
tention or strife mentioned by the evangelists, each of 
which was accompanied with very different circum- 
stances ; one by Matthew, in chap. xviii. 1, &c.; by 
Mark, chap. ix. 33, &c.; and by Luke, in chap. ix. 
46, &c. That contention cannot have been the same 
with this which is mentioned here. The other, related 
in Matt, xx. 20, &c., and Mark x. 85, &c., must be 
what Luke intended here to record ; and this strife or 
contention was occasioned by the request which Zebe- 
dee’s wife made to our Lord in favour of her sons, 
James and John; but, then, Luke has mentioned this 
very much out of the order of time, it having happen- 
ed while our Lord and his disciples were on their 
way to Jerusalem; Matt. xx. 17; Mark x. 32, See 
Bp. Pearce. 

Verse 25. Are called benefactors.] The very Greek 
word used by the evangelist, evepyerar, was the sur- 
name of some of the Ptolemies of Egypt; Ptolemy 
Euergetes, i.e. the Benefactor. It was a custom 
among the ancient Romans to distribute part of the 
lands which they had conquered on the frontiers of 
the empire to their soldiers ; those who enjoyed such 
lands were called beneficiarii, beneficed persons ; and 
the lands themselves were termed beneficia, benefices, 
as being held on the Jeneficence of the sovereign ; 
and it is no»wonder that such sovereigns, however 
tyrannical or oppressive they might have been in other 
respects, were termed benefactors by those who were 
thus dependent on their bounty. 

Verse 26. Let him be as the younger] Dr. Light- 
foot justly conjectures that Peter was the eldest of all 
the disciples; and he supposes that the strife was 
kindled between him and the sons of Zebedee, James 
and John. These three disciples were those whom 
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2 Matthew xxiv. 47; chap, xii. 32; 2 Cor. i, 7; 2 Tim. ii. 12. 
a Matt, viii. J1; chap. xiv. 15; Rey. xix. 9. b Psa. xlix. 14° 
Matthew xix. 28; 1 Cor. vi. 2; Rev. iii. 21. ©] Peter v. 8. 
4 Amos ix. 9. 


Christ had distinguished by peculiar marks of his fa- 
vour ; and therefore it is natural to conclude that the 
strife lay between these three, the two brothers and 
Peter. Shall we or Peter be at the head? Neither, 
says our Lord. Let him, Peter, who is chief (6 wefwv, 
the eldest) among you, be as, John, 6 vewrepoc, the 
younger. ‘The younger part of the disciples do not 
appear to have taken any part in this contention ; and 
our Lord shows Peter, and the sons of Zebedee, that 
they must be as unambitious as the younger in order 
to be acknowledged as his disciples. Dr. Lightfoot 
thinks that Peter was the mover of this strife, and 
therefore our Lord rebukes him by name. 

Verse 29. I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto me] The Codex Alexan- 
drinus, with some other MSS., the later Syriac, and 
Origen, read in the first clause, dsaSnxnv, a covenant. 
I appoint unto you a covenant, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me a kingdom :—Ye shall be ministers 
of the new covenant, as I am king in that spiritual 
kingdom to which it relates. This is a curious read- 
ing: but our Lord is probably to be understood as 
promising that they should get a kingdom—a state 
of blessedness, as he should get it—they must go 
through much tribulation in order to enter into the 
kingdom of God. So the Son of man suffered that 
he might enter into his glory: for the joy that was 
set before him, he endured the cross, and despised the 
shame, and is set down on the right hand of God. 

Verse 30. Sit on thrones] See on Matt. xix. 28. 
Marcion left the whole of this verse out, according to 
Epiphanius : probably because he did not understand it. 

Verse 31. Simon, Simon] When a name is thus 
repeated in the sacred writings, it appears to be al- 
ways intended as an expression of Jove, manifested by 
a warning voice. As if he had said, While thou and 
the others are contending for supremacy, Satan is en- 
deavouring to destroy you all: but I have prayed for 
thee, as being in most danger. 

Satan hath desired—you] That is, all the apostles 
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Christ jour etells 


ese 32 But *I have prayed for thee, 


Ba Oly, that thy faith fail not: ‘and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy 

brethren. 
33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready 
to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 
34 8 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock 


CHAP. XXII. 


the denial of Peter. 


shall not crow this day, before that 4. oh pl 
thou shalt thrice deny that thou An. Olymp. 
knowest me. eA 
35 And he said unto them, When I sent 
you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked 
ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 
36 Then said he unto them, But now, he 


¢ John xvii. 9, 11, 15.— Psalms li. 


16, 17. 


1Se)JOnn exxi. 11D, 


& Matt. xxvi. 34; Mark xiv. 30; John xiii. 38.——h Matt. x. 9; 
chap. ix. 3; x. 4. 


but particularly the three ‘contenders: the plural pro- 
noun, vua¢, sufficiently proves that these words were 
not addressed to Peter alone. Satan had already got 
one, Judas ; he had nearly got another, Peter; and he 
wished to have all. But we see by this that the devil 
cannot even tempt a man unless he receive permission. 
He desires to do all evil; he is permitted only to do 
some. 

Verse 32. I have prayed for ihee] From the natu- 
ral forwardness and impetuosity of thy own spirit, thou 
wilt be brought into the most imminent danger; but I 
have supplicated for thee, that thy faith may not ut- 
terly fail—exdrerry, from ex, out, and Ae, I fail, to 
fall utterly or entirely off. Peter’s faith did fail, but 
not utterly: he did fall, but he did not fall off, apos- 
tatize, or forsake his Master and his cause finally, as 
Judas did. Every body sees, from Peter’s denial of 
his Lord, that his faith did fail, and his great courage 
too; and yet they read, in the common translation, 
that Christ prayed that it might not fail: can they 
then conceive that our Lord’s prayer was heard? The 
translation which I have given above removes this em- 
barrassment and apparent contradiction. It was cer- 
tainly Peter’s advantage that our Lord did pray for 
him ; but it was not so much for his honour that he 
should stand in need of such a prayer, beyond all 
others. Lightfoot. 

When thou ari converted] Restored to a sense of 
thy folly and sin, and to me and my cause—establish 
these thy brethren. All the disciples forsook Jesus 
and fled, merely through fear of losing their lives ; 
Peter, who continued for a while near him, denied his 
Master with oaths, and repeated this thrice: our Lord 
seems to intimate that, after this fall, Peter would be- 
come more cautious and circumspect than ever; and 
that he should become uncommonly strong in the faith, 
which was the case; and that, notwithstanding the 
baseness of his past conduct, he should be a proper 
instrument for strengthening the feeble minded, and 
supporting the weak. His two epistles to the perse- 
cuted Christians show how well he was qualified for 
this important work. 

Verse 34. The cock shall not crow this day] Mat- 
thew, xxvi. 34, and Mark, xiv. 30, say, this night ; 
both expressions are right, because the Jewish day, of 
twenty-four hours, began with the evening, and ended 
at the evening of the following day. On Peter’s de- 
nial, see the notes on Matt. xxvi. 31-35. 

Verse 35. When I sent you without purse] See 
the notes on Matt. x. 9, 10. 

Verse 36. He that hath no sword] Bishop Pearce 
supposes that the word payapav, sword, has been in- 
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serted here from what is said in ver. 38, as it is evi- 
dent our Lord never intended to make any resistance, 
or to suffer a sword to be used on the occasion; see 
Matt. xxvi. 52. The word stands rather oddly in the 
passage: the verse, translated in the order in which 
it stands, is as follows: And he who hath none, let him 
sell his garment and buy—a sword. Now it is plain 
that the verb twAncata, let him buy, may be referred 
to mypav, a scrip, in the former part of the verse: there- 
fore if, according to the bishop’s opinion, the word 
sword be omitted, the passage may be understood 
thus: “ When I sent you out before, chap. x. 1, &c., 
I intended you to continue itinerants only for a few 
days, and to preach the Gospel only to your cowniry- 
men; therefore you had but little need of a staff, purse, 
or scrip, as your journey was neither long nor expen- 
sive; but now I am about to send you into all the 
world, to preach the Gospel to every creature; and, 
as ye shall be generally hated and persecuted for my 
sake, ye shall have need to make every prudent pro- 
vision for your journey; and so necessary will it be 
for you to provide yourselves victuals, &e., for your 
passage through your inhospitable country, that, if any 
of you have no serzp or wallet, he should sell even his 
upper garment to provide one.” Others, who are for 
retaining the word sword, think that it was a prover- 
bial expression, intimating a time of great difficulty 
and danger, and that now the disciples had need to 
look to themselves, for his murderers were at hand. 
The reader will observe that these words were spoken 
to the disciples just before he went to the garden of 
Gethsemane, and that the danger was now so very 
near that there could be no time for any of them to go 
and sell his garment in order to purchase a sword to 
defend himself and his Master from the attack of the 
Jewish mob. 

Judea was at this time, as we have already noticed, 
much infested by robbers: while our Lord was with 
his disciples, they were perfectly safe, being shielded 
by his miraculous power. Shortly they must go into 
every part of the land, and will need weapons to de- 
fend themselves against wild beasts, and to intimidate 
wicked men, who, if they found them totally defence- 
less, would not hesitate to make them their prey, or 
take away their life. However the matter may be un- 
derstood, we may rest satisfied that these swords were 
neither to be considered as offensive weapons, nor in- 
struments to propagate the truth. The genius and 
spirit of the Christian religion is equally against doth. 
Perhaps, in this counsel of our Lord, he refers to the 
contention about supremacy : as if he had said, Instead 
of contending among yourselves about who shall be 
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Christ’s agony 


A.M. 4033. that hath a purse, let him take 7, 
An. Olymp. and likewise his scrip: and he that 
————__ hath no sword, let him sell his gar- 
ment, and buy one. 

37 For I say unto you, that this that is 
written must yet be accomplished in me, 
i And he was reckoned among the transgressors : 
for the things concerning me have an end. 

38 And they said, Lord, behold, here are 
two swords. And he said unto them, It is 
enough. 

39 7 * And he came out, and ! went, as he 
was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his 
disciples also followed him. 


ST. LUKE. 


in the garden. 


40 ™ And when he was at the 4,M. 40%. 
place, he said unto them, Pray that An, Olymp. 
ye enter not into temptation. pees 

41 ™And he was withdrawn from them 
about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and 
prayed, 

42 Saying, Father, if thou be ° willing, re- 
move this cup from me: nevertheless » not my 
will, but thine, be done. 

43 And there appeared 4 an angel unto him 
from heaven, strengthening him. 

44 * And being in an agony he prayed more 
earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. 


1Jsa. lili. 12; Mark xv. 28. k Matt. xxvi. 36; Mark xiv. 
32; John xviii. 1. 1Chap, xxi. 37——™ Matt. vi. 13; xxvi. 
41; Mark xiv. 38; ver. 46. 


the greatest, ye have more need to unite yourselves 
against the common enemy, who are now at hand: 
this counsel was calculated to show them the neces- 
sity of union among themselves, as their enemies were 
both numerous and powerful. 

Verse 37. Must yet be accomplished] Probably 
meaning that, though this prophecy did refer to some 
particular matter in the time of the prophet, yet it 
farther (ez) related to Christ, and could not have its 
complete accomplishment but in his crucifixion as a 
criminal. 

For the things concerning me have an end.| As if 
he had said, My work is now almost done; yours is 
only beginning ; J am now about to be crucified and 
numbered with the transgressors ; think what will be 
done to you, and what ought to be done by you; and 
then think if this be a time for you to be contending 
with each other. Lightfoot. 

Verse 38. Lord, behold, here are two swords. And 
he said unto them, It is enough.| These words cannot 
be well understood as being an answer to the supposed 
command of Christ, for every one who had no sword 
to go and sell his garment and buy one; for, in this 
case, they were not enough, or sufficient, as nine of 
the disciples must be without any instrument of de- 
fence ; but they may be understood as pointing out 
the readiness and determination of Peter, and perhaps 
some others, to defend our Lord: Thou shalt not be 
treated as a transgressor ; here are two swords, and 
we will fight for thee. In ver. 33, Peter had said, he 
was ready to go with Christ either to prison or death; 
which showed his strong resolution to stand by and 
defend his Master, even at the expense of his life. 
But, alas, he depended too much on himself ! 

It is enough. The meaning probably is, there is 
enough said on the subject ; as immediately after this 
he entered into his agony. 

I must here confess that the matter about the swords 
appears to me very obscure. I am afraid I do not 
understand it, and I know of none who does. Schoetd- 
gen and Lightfoot have said much on the subject ; 
others have endeavoured to get rid of the difficulty by 
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2 Matthew xxvi. 39; Mark xiv. 35. 
P John v. 30; vi. 38. 4 Matthew iv. 11. 
Heb. v. 7. 


© Gr. willing to remove. 
¥ John xii. 27; 


translating wayatpav a knife, which was necessary on 
long journeys for providing forage and fuel; as they 
were to depend wholly on their own industry, under 
God, for all the necessaries of life, while going through 
the nations of the earth, preaching the Gospel to Jews 
and Gentiles. I cannot say which sense the reader 
should prefer. 

Verse 40. When he was at the place] Viz. Geth- 
semane. On this agony of our Lord see the notes on 
Matt. xxvi. 36-46. 

Verse 43. There appeared an angel—from heaven] 
It was as necessary that the fullest evidence should 
be given, not only of our Lord’s Divinity, but also of 
his humanity: his miracles sufficiently attested the 
former; his hunger, weariness, and agony in the 
garden, as well as his death and burial, were proofs 
of the latter. As man, he needs the assistance of an 
angel to support his body, worn down by fatigue and 
suffering. See at the end of ver. 44. 

Verse 44. Prayed more earnestly] With greater 
emphasis and earnestness than usual, with strong ery- 
ing and tears, Heb. v. 7; the reason given for which 
is, that he was in an agony. Kypke well observes, 
Vox ayovia summum animi angorem et dolorem indi- 
cat ; et idem est, quod adnuovery, Matt. xxvi. 37; Mark 
xiv. 34. “The word aywra (agony) points out the 
utmost anguish and grief of soul, and is of the same 
import -with adjuovey in Matthew and Mark.” See 
the note on Matt. xxvi. 37. 

Drops of blood| See the note on Matt. xxvi. 38. 
Some have thought that the meaning of the words is, 
that the sweat was so profuse that every drop was as 
large as a drop of blood, not that the sweat was blood 
itself: but this does not appear likely. There have 
been cases in which persons in a debilitated state of 
body, or through horror of soul, have had their sweat 
tinged with blood. Dr. Mead from Galen observes, 
Contingere interdum, poros ex multo aut Servido spiritu 
adeo dilatari, ut etiam exeat sanguis per eos, fiatque 
sudor sanguineus. “Cases sometimes happen in 
which, through mental pressure, the pores may be so 
dilated that the blood may issue from them; so that 
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Christ ts apprehended. 


A.M, ‘S33 45 And when he rose up from 


aha prayer, and was coming to his dis- 
—- ciples, he found them sleeping for 


sorrow, 

46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? 
rise and * pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 

47 4 And while he yet spake, * behold a mul- 
titude, and he that was called Judas, one of 
the twelve, went before them, and drew near 
unto Jesus to kiss him. 

48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betray- 
est thou the Son of man with a kiss? 

49 When they which were about him saw 
what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, 
shall we smite with the sword? 

50 | And “one of them smote a servant of 
the high priest, and cut off his right ear. 

51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye 
thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed 
him. 

52 ¥ Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, 
and captains of the temple, and the elders, 
which were come to him, Be ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and staves ? 

53 When I was daily with you in the temple 
ye stretched forth no hands against me: but 


CHAP. XXII. 


Peter denies him. 


“ this is your hour, and the power ye Mg 
of darkness. An, lyme. 
a. 


54 %*'Then took they him, and 
led him, and brought him into the high priest’s 
house. ¥ And Peter followed afar off. 

55 *And when they had kindled a fire in 
the midst of the hall, and were set down 
together, Peter sat down among them. 

56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat 
by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, 
and said, This man was also with him. 

57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I 
know him not. 

58 *And after a little while, another saw 
him, and said, Thou art also of them. And 
Peter said, Man, I am not. 

59 » And about the space of one hour after, 
another confidently affirméd, saying, Of a 
truth this fellow also was with him: for he is 
a Galilean. 

60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what 
thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet 
spake, the cock crew. 

61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon 
Peter. © And Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before 


s Ver. 40.—+ Matt. xxvi. 47; Mark xiv. 43; John xviii. 3. 
u Matt. xxvi. 51; Mark xiv. 47; John xviii. 10. v Matt, xxvi. 
55; Mark xiv. 48.—w John xii. 27. x Matthew xxvi. 57. 
Y Matt. xxvi. 58;,John xviii. 15. 


7 Matt. xxvi. 69; Mark xiv. 66; John xviii. 17, 18, 2 Matt. 
xxvil. 71; Mark xiv. 69; John xviii. 25. b Matt. xxvi. 73; 
Mark xiv. 70; John xviii. 26. ¢Matthew xxvi. 75; Mark 
xiv. 72. 


there may be a bloody sweat.” And Bishop Pearce 
gives an instance from Thuanus (De Thou) of an 
Italian gentleman being so distressed with the fear of 
death that his body was covered with a bloody sweat. 
But it is fully evident that the fear of death could 
have no place in the mind of our blessed Lord. He 
was in the bloom of life, in perfect health, and had 
never suffered any thing from disease of any kind ; this 
sweat was most assuredly produced by a preter- 
natural cause. See at the end of the chapter. 

Verse 48. Betrayest thou the Son of man with a 
kiss 2] Dost thou attempt to kiss me as a friend, 
while thou art delivering me up into the hands of my 
enemies? We need not wonder at all this, as Satan 
himself had entered into the heart of this traitor, see 
ver. 3; consequently"we can expect nothing from him 
but what is fell, deceitful, and cruel. 

Verse 50. Cut off his right ear.| See the note on 
Matt. xxvi. 51. 

Verse 51. Suffer ye thus far.] Or, Suffer me to go 
thus far. As they had now a firm hold of Christ, 
Matt. xxvi. 50, he wished them to permit him to go 
as far as Malchus, whose ear was cut off, that he 
might heal it. See the objections brought against this 
interpretation answered by Kypke; and see the exam- 
ples he produces. However, the words may be under- 
stood as an address to his disciples : Let them proceed ; 
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make no resistance; for in this way only are the 
Scriptures to be fulfilled. 

Verse 53. I was daily with you in the temple} 
Alluding to the four preceding days, during the whole 
of which he taught in the temple, see chap. xxi. 37, 
and Matt. xxi. 17. 

This is your hour, and the power of darkness.| 
That is, the ¢zme in which you are permitted to unrein 
your malice ; which ye could not do before, because 
God did not permit you; and so perfectly are ye 
under his control that neither you nor the prince of 
darkness can proceed a hair’s breadth against me but 
through this permission: see at the end of the chapter. 
What a comfortable thought is it to the followers of 
Christ, that neither men nor demons can act against them 
but by the permission of their heavenly Father, and that 
he will not suffer any of those who trust in him to be 
tried above what they are able to bear, and will make 
the trial issue in their greater salvation, and in his glory ! 

Verse 56. A certain maid beheld him] Or, Atten- 
tively beholding him, arevicaca, And this she did by 
the help of the ight of the fire at which Peter sat. 

Verse 57. And he denied him] See the notes on 
Matt. xxvi. 58, 69, &c. 

Verse 61, The Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.} 
See the note on Matt. xxvi. 75, where this delicate 
reproof is particularly noted. 
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Jesus is mocked and insulted. 


hid the “cock crow, thou shalt deny 
An. Olymp. me thrice. 

_ 62 And Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly. 

63 4 © And the men that held Jesus mocked 
him, and smote jim. 

64 And when they had blindfolded him, 
they struck him on the face, and asked 
him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote 
thee ? 

65 And many other things blasphemously 
spake they against him. 

66 9! And assoon as it was day, & the elders 
of the people, and the chief priests, and the 


“a Matt. xxvi. 34, 75; John xiii. 38.——e Matt. xxvi. 67, 68; 
Mark xiv. 65.——‘ Matthew xxvil. 1.——s Acts iv. 26; see 
Acts xxii. 5. 


Verse 62. And Peter went out] The word Peter 
is omitted by BDKLM, and many other good MSS., 
with some of the ancient versions. Griesbach leaves 
it out of the text. 

Verse 63. Mocked him, and smote him.] This and 
the following verses are placed by Matthew and Mark 
before the relation of Peter’s denial. For their expla- 
nation, see on Matt. xxvi. 67, 68. 

Verse 68. And if I also ask you] Concerning the 
Christ, in case ye cannot give me such an answer as 
may prove I am not the Christ, ye will not let me go; 
for I know ye are determined to put me to death. 

Verse 69. Hereafter] From this very time, aro 
zov vy. The kingdom of God is now going to be set 
up. See the note on Matt. xvi. 27, 28. 

Verse 70. Art thou then the Son of God?] They 
all insisted on an answer to this question, and the high 
priest particularly put it to him, Matt. xxvi. 63. 

Verse 71. We ourselves have heard| We have 
heard him profess himself the Son of God; he is there- 
fore guilty of blasphemy, and, as an impious pretender 
to a Divine mission, we must proceed against and con- 
demn him to death. _See the note on Matt. xxvi. 66. 
Thus they proceeded as far as they could; he must 
now be brought before Pilate, as the Jews had no 
power to put him to death. His trial before Pilate is 
related in the subsequent chapter. 


On our Lord’s agony in the garden, related in the 
43d and 44th verses, much has been written, but to 
little purpose. The cause of this agony seems not to 
have been well understood ; and there have been many 
wild conjectures concerning it. Some think it was 
occasioned by “the Divine wrath pressing in upon 
him; for, as he was bearing the sin of the world, God 
looked on and treated him as if he were a sinner.”— 
There is something very shocking in this supposition ; 
and yet it is truly astonishing how general it is. The 
ministry of the angel, in this case, is a sufficient refu- 
tation of this opinion ; for what sort of strength could 
an angel give Christ against God’s indignation? An- 


ST. LUKE. 


The chief priests condemn him. 


scribes came together, and led him 
into their council, saying, 

67 » Art thou the Christ? tell us. 
And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will 
not believe: 

68 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer 
me, nor let me go. 

69 i Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on 
the right hand of the power of God. 

70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of 
God? And he said untothem, * Ye say that lam. 

71 1 And they said, What need we any far- 
ther witness? for we ourselves have heard of 
his own mouth. 


h Matt. xxvi. 63; Mark xiv. 61——i Matthew xxvi. 64; Mark 
xiv. 62; Heb. i. 3; viii. 1 ——* Matt. xxvi. 64; Mark xiv. 62. 
1 Matt. xxvi. 65; Mark xiv. 63. 


sin of the world or God’s wrath. If an angel could 
have succoured him in this, an angel might have made 
the whole atonement. Indeed, the ministry of the an- 
gel, who must have been sent from God, and sent in 
love too, is a full proof that God’s wrath was not pour- 
ed out on our blessed Redeemer at this time. Dr. 
Lightfoot conjectures that his conflict in the garden 
was with a devil, who appeared to him in a bodily shape, 
most horrible ; and that it was through this apparition 
that he began to be sore amazed, and very heavy, 
Mark xiv. 33; for, as Satan assaulted the first Adam 
in a garden in a bodily shape, it is not unreasonable 
to conclude that in the same way he assaulted the se- 
cond Adam ina garden. St. Luke tells us, chap. iv. 
13, that when the devil had finished all his temptations, 
he departed from him for a season: this season in the 
garden, probably, was the season, or fit opportunity, 
for him to return—the prince of this world came and 
found nothing in him, John xiv. 30. But, though 
there was nothing in the immaculate Jesus on which 
Satan could work, yet he might, as the doctor sup- 
poses, assume some horrible shape, in order to appal 
his mind, and shake his firmness; and the evangelist 
seems to intimate that he had desired to be permitted 
to try or sift the disciples in this way, see ver. 31; 
and it is probable that it is to some personal, horrid 
appearance, that the apostle alludes when he speaks 


| of the messenger of Satan that buffeted him, 2 Cor. 


xii. 7. The angel, therefore, from heaven, may be 
supposed to come against this angel from hell; and, 
as the one appeared to terrify, the other appeared to 
strengthen him. It was not necessary to exert the 
Divine power to crush this devil, and therefore an an- 
gel from heaven is sent to counteract his influence. 
This is the sum of Dr. Lightfoot’s reasonings upon 
this very difficult subject. 

Others suppose that, while our Lord was praying 
intensely in the garden, the extreme fervour of his 
application to God in the behalf of the poor deluded 
Jews, and in behalf of the world, was too much for his 
human nature to support ; that he, in consequence, fell 


gelic strength could not enable him to bear either the; into a swoon, in which he had a viston of an angel 
o 
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i: 


Christ ts led to Pilate, CHAP. 
coming from heaven to strengthen him. Let these 


sentiments stand on their respective merits. 

What renders this circumstance more difficult is, 
that there is no mention of it in any of the other evan- 
gelists: and it is worthy of remark that, among many 
of the ancients, the authenticity of these two verses, 
the 43d and 44th, has been doubted, and in consequence 
they are omitted in several MSS., and in some versions 
and fathers. The Codex Alewandrinus and the Codex 
Vaticanus, the two oldest MSS. in the world, omit 
both verses; in some other very ancient MSS. they 
stand with an asterisk before them, as a mark of dubi- 
ousness ; and they are both wanting in the Coptic 
Fragments published by Dr. Ford. They are however 
extant in such a vast number of MSS., versions, and 
fathers, as to leave no doubt with most critics of their 
authenticity. After all that has been said, or perhaps 
can be said on this subject, there will remain myste- 
ries which only the bright light of the eternal world 
can sufficiently illustrate. That Christ was now suffer- 
ing, the just for the unjust, that he micht bring us to 


XXIII. accused, and examined. 
God, and that he was bearing in his body the punish- 
ment due to their sins, I have no doubt: and that the 
agony of his mind, in these vicarious sufferinys, caused 
the effusion from his body, of the bloody sweat, may 
be easily credited without supposing him to be at all 
under the displeasure of his heavenly Father ; for, as 
God can see nothing but as it is, he could not see him 
as a sinner who was purity itself. In every act, Jesus 
was that beloved Son in whom the Father was ever 
well pleased. 

As to the angel strengthening him, probably no more 
is meant by it than a friendly sympathizing of one of 
those heavenly beings with their Lord in distress: 
this circumstance is the most difficult in the whole re- 
lation ; but, understood thus, the difficulty is removed ; 
for what strength could the highest angel in heaven 
afford to our blessed Lord in his atoning acts ? Surely, 
none. ‘The bare supposition is insupportable. But, 
if we allow that the angel came to sympathize with 
him during his passion, the whole account will appear 
plain and consistent. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


Christ 1s led to Pilate, and accused by the Jews, 1, 2. 
Pilate, understanding that he was of Galilee, sends him to Herod, by 
' The chief priests and scribes vehemently accuse him, and Herod and his sol- 
Pilate and Herod become friends, 12. 
and people, pronounces Christ to be innocent, and offers to release him, 13-20. 
condemnation, and Pilate gives him up to their will, 21-25. 


The Jews virulently accuse him, 5. 
whom he is examined, 6-9. 
diers mock him, 10, 11. 


bewail him, and he foretells the destruction of the 
brought to Calvary, and are crucified, 32, 33. 


He prays for his crucifiers, 34. 


Pilate examines, and pronounces him innocent, 3, 4. 


Pilate, before the chief priests, rulers, 
The Jews clamour for his 
Simon bears his cross, 26. The people 
Jewish state, 27-31. He and two malefactors are 
He is derided, mocked, 


and insulted by the rulers, and by the soldiers, 35-37. The superscription on the cross, 38. The conduct 


of the two malefactors, to one of whom he promises paradise, 39-43. 
The centurion and many others are greatly affected at his death, 47-49. Joseph 


gives up the ghost, 46. 
of Arimathea begs the body, and puts it in his own 
ointments to embalm him, 54-56. 


A. M. 4033. : 
A. D. 29 AND “the whole multitude of 
ae ee them arose, and led him unto 


Pilate. 
2 And they began to accuse him, saying, 
We found this fellow » perverting the nation, 


2 Matthew xxvii. 2; Mark xv. 1;- John xviii. 28.—» Acts 


xvii. 7. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXIII. 


Verse 1. The whole multitude] It seems most 


probable that the chief priests, elders, scribes, and cap- | 


tains of the temple, together with their servants, de- 
pendents, and other persons hired for the purpose, 
made up the multitude mentioned here. The common 
people were generally favourers of Christ ; and for this 
reason the Jewish rulers caused him to be apprehended 
in the night, and zm the absence of the people, chap. 
xxii. 6, and it was now but just the break of day, 
xxi. 66. 

Verse 2. Perverting the nation] The Greek word 
dtaotpedovra, signifies stirring up to disaffection and 
rebellion. Many MSS. and versions add. jv, ouR 

1 


The great darkness, 44,45. He 


new tomb, 50-53. The women prepare spices and 


as : : A. M. 4033. 
and ° forbidding to give tribute to ees 


Cesar, saying, ¢ that one himself is An. ip 
CCIl.1 

Christ a King. 

3 ¢ And pie asked him, 

thou the King of the 


saying, Art 
Jews? And he 


¢ See Matt. xvii. 27; xxii. i. 215 Mark xii. 17.——4 John xix, ites 
e Matt. xxvii. ul; 1 Tim. vi. 13. 


nation. - They intimated that he not only preached 
corrupt doctrine, but that he endeavoured to make them 
disaffected towards the Roman government, for which 
they now pretended to feel a strong affection ! 
Several copies of the [tala add, Destroying our law 
and prophets. Et solventem legem nostram et prophetas. 
Forbidding to give tribute to Cesar] These were 
the falsest slanders that could be invented. The whole 
of our Lord’s conduct disproved them. And his deci- 
sion in the case of the question about the lawfulness of 
paying tribute to Cesar, Matt. xxii. 21, was so fully 
known that we find Pilate paid not the least attention 
to such evidently malicious and unfounded accusations. 
Neither Christ nor any of his followers, from that day 
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Fy 


Pilate sends Christ to Herod. 


A.M. 4033. answered him, and said, Thou 
An. Olymp. sayest 2t. 
CCIL 1 


4 Then said Pilate to the chief 
priests and to the people, ‘I find no fault in 
this man. 

5 And they were the more fierce, saying, 
He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout 
all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 

6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked 
whether the man were a Galilean. 

7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged 
unto & Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to 
Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at 
that time. 

8 § And when Herod saw Jesus, he was 
exceeding glad: for » he was desirous to sce 
him of a long season, because ‘he had heard 
many things of him; and he hoped to have 
seen some miracle done by him. 


£} Pet. 11. 22.——s Chap. iii. 1. h Chap. ix. 9.——' Matthew 
xiv. 1; Mark vi. 14. k Tsa. lili. 3——! Acts iv. 27. 


until now, ever forbade the paying tribute to Cesar ; 
that is, constitutional taxes to a lawful prince. 

Verse 4. I find no fault in this man.] According 
to John xviii. 36, 38, Pilate did not say this’till after 
our Lord had declared to: him that his kingdom was 
not of this world ; and probably not till after he had 
found, on examining witnesses, (ver. 14 of this chap- 
ter,) that all their evidence amounted to no proof, of 
his having set up himself for a temporal king. See 
Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 5. Saying, He stirreth up the people, &c.) 
Jn the Codex Colbertinus, a copy of the ancient [tala 
or Antehieronymian version, this verse stands thus: 
He stirreth up the people, beginning from Galilee, 
and teaching through all Judea unto this place; our 
wives and our children he hath rendered averse from 
us, and he is not baptized as we are. As the Jews 
found that their charge of sedition was deemed frivo- 
lous by Pilate, they changed it, and brought a charge 
equally false and groundless against his doctrine. 

Verse 7, Herod’s jurisdiction} The city of Naza- 
reth, in which Christ had continued till he was thirty 
years of age, and that of Capernaum, in which he 
principally resided the last years of his life, were both 
in Lower Galilee, of which Herod Antipas was tetrarch. 
Pilate was probably glad of this opportunity to pay a 
little respect to Herod, whom it is likely he had irri- 
tated, and with whom he now wished to be friends. 
See ver. 12. 

Verse 10. The chief priests—vehemently accused 
him.] Corrupt priests and teachers are generally the 
most implacable enemies of Christ and his truth. Evil 
passions betray those who are slaves to them. An af- 
fected moderation would have rendered these accusers 
less suspected, their accusations more probable, and 
the envy less visible than this vehemence: but envy 


seldom or never consults prudence ; and God permits | or baffle him. 
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He and Pilate become friends 


9 Then he questioned with him ean 


in many words ; but he answered a ee: 
him nothing. eet. 

10 And the chief priests and scribes stood 
and vehemently accused him. 

11 * And Herod with his men of war set him 
at nought, and mocked hum, and arrayed him 
in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to 
Pilate: 

12 4 And the same day ! Pilate and Herod 
were made friends together: for before they 
were at enmity between themselves. 

13 §]™ And Pilate, when he had called togeth- 
er the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 

14 Said unto them, Ye have brought this 
man unto me, as one that perverteth the peo- 
ple: and behold ° I, having examined him be- 
fore you, have found no fault in this man touch- 
ing those things whereof ye accuse him : 


m Matt, xxvil. 23; Mark xv.14; John xviii. 38; xix. 4——* Ver. 
eee: © Ver. 4. 


this to be so for the honour of truth and imocence. 
Quesnel. 

Verse 11. A gorgeous robe] EoOyra Aquxpav. It 
probably means a white robe, for it-was the custom of 
the Jewish nobility to wear such. Hence, in Rev. 
iii. 4, it is said of the saints, They shall walk with 
me in WHITE (garments;) because they are WORTHY. 
In such a robe, Herod, by way of mockery, caused 
our Lord to be clothed; but, the nobility among the 
Romans wearing purple for the most part; Pilate’s 
soldiers, who were Romans, put on Jesus a purple 
robe, Mark xv. 17; John xix. 2; both of them fol- 
lowing the custom of their own country, when, by 
way of mocking our Lord as a king, they clothed 
him in robes of state. See Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 12. Pilate and Herod were made friends] I 
do not find any account of the cause of the enmity 
which subsisted between Herod and Pilate given by 
ancient authors; and the conjectures of the moderns 
on the subject should be considered as mere guesses. 
It is generally supposed that this enmity arose from 
what is related chap. xiii. of the Galileans, whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. These 
were Herod’s subjects, and Pilate seems to have fallen 
on them at the time they were offering sacrifices to 
God at the temple. Wicked men cannot love one 
another: this belongs to the disciples of Christ. But 
when Christ, his truth, or his followers are to be per- 
secuated, for this purpose the wicked unite their coun- 
sels and their influence. The Moabites and Ammon- 
ites, who were enemies among themselves, united 
against poor Israel, and, as Rabbi Tanchum says, may 
be likened to two contending dogs, who, when the 
wolf comes, join together to destroy him ; each know- 
ing that, if he do not, the wolf will kill both in suc- 
cession: whereas, by their union, they may now kill 
There is a proverb among the rab- 

1 


Se 


Pilate wishes to release Christ. 


A. M4033. 15. No, nor yet Herod: for I sent 
An. Olymp. im ; 1 i 
amp you to him ; and, lo, nothing worthy 


of death is done unto him. 

16 PI will therefore chastise him, and release 
him. 

17 4(For of necessity he must release one 
unto them at the feast.) 

18 And * they cried out all at once, saying, 
Away with this man, and release unto us Be 
rabbas : 

19 (Who, for a certain sedition made in the 
city, and for murder, was cast into prison.) 

20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, 
spake again to them. 

21 But they cried, saying, 
cify him. 

22 And he said unto them the third time, 
Why, what evil hath he done? Ihave found 
no cause of death in him: I will therefore chas- 
tise him, and let him go. 


Crucify him, cru- 


P Matt. xxvil. 26; John xix. 1—4 Matt. xxvii. 15; Mark 
xv. 6; John xviii. 39.— Acts iii. 14. Ss Matthew xxvii. 26; 


bins, that, when the cat and weasel marry together, 
nusery becomes increased. 

Verse 15. No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to 
him] That is, to see whether he could find that Christ 
had ever attempted to raise any disaffection or sedition 
among the Galileans, among whom he had spent the 
principal part of his life ; and yet Herod has not been 
able to find out any evil in his conduct. Your own 
accusations I have fully weighed, and find them to the 
last degree frivolous. 

Instead of avererpa yap byac xpoc avrov, for I sent 
you to him, BHKLM, and many other MSS., with 
some versions, read averewpev yap avtov mpoc nuac, 
for he hath sent him to us. Asif he had said, 
< Herod hath sent him back to us, which is a sure 
proof that he hath found no blame in him.” 

Nothing worthy of death is done unto him.] Or 
rather, nothing worthy of death is committed by him, 
Tenpaypevov avr, not, done unto him. This phrase is 
of the same sense with ovdey wempayev avtoc, he hath 
done nothing, and is frequent in the purest Attic wri- 
ters. See many examples in Kypke. 

Verse 17. For of necessity he must release one] 
That is, he was under the necessity of releasing one 
at this feast. The custom, however it originated, had 
now been so completely established that Pilate was 
obliged {0 attend to it. See on Matt. xxvii. 15. 

Verse 18. Away wrth this man} That is, Put him 
to death—aipe rovror, literally, Take this one away, 
i. e. to pumshment—to death. 

Verse 22. I have found no cause of death in him) 
T find no crime worthy of death in him. There is 
nothing proved against him that can at all justify me 
in putting him to death. So here our blessed Lord 
was in the most formal manner justified by his judge. 

1 


CHAP, 


ferings of Christ. 


XXIII. 


The Jews clamour for his death. 


23 And they were instant with 4. High 
loud voices, requiring that he might An. Olymp. 
be crucified. And the voices of them a 
and of the chief priests prevailed. 

24 And * Pilate * gave sentence that it should 
be as they required. 

25 And he released unto them him that for 
sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom 
they had desired ; but he delivered Jesus to 
their will. 

26 9 "And as they led him away, they laid 
hold upon.one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out 
of the country, and on him they laid the 
cross, that he might bear 7t after Jesus. 

27 And there followed hima great company 
of people, and of women, which also bewailed 
and lamented him. 

28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep 
for yourselves, and for your children. 


Mark xv. 15; John xix. 16.—+t Or, assented; Exodus xxiii. 2. 
u Matt. xxvii. 32; Mark xv. 21; see John xix. 17. 


Now as this decision was publicly known, and perhaps 
registered, it is evident that Christ died as an innocent 
person, and not as a malefactor. On the fullest con- 
viction of his innocence, his judge pronounced him 
guiltless, after having patiently heard every thing that 
the inventive malice of these wicked men could allege 
against him ; and, when he wished to dismiss him, a 
violent mob took and murdered him. 

Verse 26. Simon, a Cyrenian] 
xxvil. 32. : 

Verse 27. Bewailed and lamented him.| Exortovto, 
Beat their breasts. See on Matt. xi. 17. 

Verse 28. Weep not for me] Many pious persons 
have been greatly distressed in their minds, because 
they could not weep on reading or hearing of the swf- 
For the relief of all such, let it be 
for ever known that no human spirit can possibly take 
any part in the passion of the Messiah. His sufferings 
were such as only God manifested in the flesh could 
bear ; and, as they were all of an expiatory nature, no 
man can taste of or share in them. Besides, the suf- 
ferings of Christ are not a subject of sorrow to any 
man; but, on the contrary, of eternal rejoicing to the 
whole of a lost world. Some have even prayed to 
participate in the sufferings of Christ. The legend of 
St. Francis and his stigmata is well known.—He is 
fabled to have received the marks in his hands, feet, 
and side. 

Relative to this point, there are many unwarrantable 
expressions used by religious people in their prayers 
and hymns. To give only one instance, how often 
do we hear these or similar words said or sung : — 


See on Matt. 


“‘ Give me to feel thy agonies ! 
One drop of thy sad cup afford 1” 
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Jesus 1s crucified 


A. M. 4033. Z 
i oe 29 v For, behold, the days are 


An. Olymp. coming, in the which they shall say, 
ge ied. Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bare, and the paps which 
never gave suck. 

30 * Then shall they begin to say to the 
mountains, Fall on us, and to the hills, Cover 
us. 

31 * For if they do these things in a green 
tree, what shall be done in the dry? 

32 9 ¥ And there were also two other male- 
factors led with him to be put to death. 

33 And “when they were come to the 
place which is called * Calvary, there they cru- 
cified him, and the malefactors, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the left. 


Vv Matt. xxiv. 19; chap. xxi. 23. w Isa. ii. 19; Hosea x. 8; 
Rev. vi. 16; ix. 6-——* Prov. xi. 31; Jer. xxv. 29; Ezek. xx. 
47; xxi. 3, 4; 1 Pet. iv. 17——yYIsa. lili. 12; Matt. xxvii. 38. 
z Matt. xxvii. 33; Mark xv. 22; John xix. 17, 18. 


Reader! one drop of this cup would bear down thy 
soul to endless ruin; and these agonies would anni- 
hilate the universe. He suffered alone: for of the 
people there was none with him; because his suffer- 
ings were to make an atonement for the sins of the 
world: and in the work of redemption he had no 
helper. 

Verse 30. Mountains, fall on us] As this refers to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and as the same expres- 
sions are used, Rev. vi. 16, Dr. Lightfoot conjectures 
that the whole of that chapter may relate to the same 
event. 

Verse 31. If they do these things in a green tree] 
This seems to be a proverbial expression, the sense of 
which is: If they spare not a tree which, by the 
beauty of its foliage, abundance and excellence of its 
fruits, deserves to be preserved, then the tree which 
is dry and withered will surely be cut down. If an 
innocent man be put to death in the very face of jus- 
tice, in opposition to all its dictates and decisions, by 
a people who profess to be governed and directed by 
Divine laws, what desolation, injustice, and oppres- 
sion may not be expected, when anarchy and confu- 
sion sit in the place where judgment and justice for- 
merly presided? Our Lord alludes prophetically 
to those tribulations which fell upon the Jewish 
people about forty years after. See the notes on 
Matt. xxiv. 

Verse 32. Two other malefactors] ‘Erepor dvo 
kaxovpyol, should certainly he translated two others, 
malefactors, as in the Bibles published by the King’s 
printer, Edinburgh. As it now stands in ‘the text, it 
seems to intimate that our blessed Lord was also a 
malefactor. 

Verse 33. The place—called Calvary] See on 
Matt. xxvii. 33. 

They crucified him] See the nature of this punish- 
ment explained, Matt. xxvii. 35. 

Verse 34. They know not what they do.] If igno- 
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ST. LUKE. 


between two malefactors. 


34 | Then said Jesus, Father, 4,M. 400% 


> forgive them; for ° they know not Ap OEE: 
what they do. And 4 they parted a 
his raiment, and cast lots. 

35 And ©the people stood beholding 
And the frulers also with them derided hzm, 
saying, He saved others ; let him save himself, 
if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming 
to him, and offering him vinegar, 

37 And saying, If thou be the king of the 
Jews, save thyself. 

38 8 And a superscription also was written 
over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and 
Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS. 


a Or, the place of a skull Matt. v. 44; Acts vii. 60 ; 1 Cor. 


va d2, © Acts 11i. 17——4 Matt. xxvii. 35 ; Mark xv. 24; John 
XIX 23: e Psa. xxii. 17; Zech. xii. 10. £ Matt. xxvii. 39; 
Mark xy. 29. 3 Matt. xxvii. 37; Mark xv. 26; John xix. 19. 


rance do not excuse a crime, it at least diminishes the 
atrocity of it. However, these persons well knew 
that they were crucifying an innocent man; but they 
did not know that, by this act of theirs, they were 
bringing down on themselves and on their country 
the heaviest judgments of God. Inthe prayer, Father, 
forgive them! that word of prophecy was fulfilled, 
He made intercession for the transgressors, Isa. lili. 12. 

Verse 35. Derided him] Treated him with the ut- 
most contempt, efeuvxtnpisov, in the most infamous 
manner. See the meaning of this word explained, 
chap. xvi. 14. 

Verse 36. Offering him vinegar] See on Matt. 
xxvii. 34. Vinegar or small sour wine, was a com- 
mon drink of the Roman soldiers; and it is supposed 
that wherever they were on duty they had a vessel of 
this liquor standing by. It appears that at least two 
cups were given to our Lord; one before he was 
nailed to the cross, viz. of wine mingled with myrrh, 
and another of vinegar, while he hung on the cross. 
Some think there were three cups: one of wine mixed 
with myrrh; the seconD, of vinegar mingled with 
gall; and the TuirD, of simple vinegar. Allow these 
three cups, and the different expressions in all the 
evangelists will be included. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 38. A superscription] See Matt. xxvii. 37. 

In letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew] The 
inscription was written in all these languages, which 
were the most common, that all might see the reason 
why he was put to death. The inscription was writ- 
ten in Greek, on account of the Hellenistic Jews, who 
were then at Jerusalem because of the passover ; it 
was written in Latin, that being the language of the 
government under which he was crucified ; and it was 
written in Hebrew, that being the language of the 
place in which this deed of darkness was committed. 
But, by the good providence of God, the inscription 
itself exculpated him, and proved the Jews. to be re- 
bels against, and murderers of, their king. See the 
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Account of the 


a 39 9 »And one of the malefac- 
rh ea tors which were hanged railed on 


him, saying, If thou be Christ, save 
thyself and us. 

40 But the other answering rebuked him, 
saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou 
art in the same condemnation 2? 

41 And we indeed justly, for we receive 


h Matt. xxvii. 44; 


CHAP. 


XXII. two malefactors. 


the due reward of our deeds: but ye 
this man hath done nothing amiss. An. Olymp. 

42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, Sal 
remember me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom ! 

43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say 
unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise. 


Mark xv. 32. 


note on Matt. xxvii. 37. It is not to be wondered at 
that they wished Pilate to alter this inscription, John 
xix. 21, as it was a record of their infamy. 

Verse 39. One of the malefactors which were hanged| 
It is likely that the two robbers were not nailed to 
their crosses, but only tied to them by cords, and thus 
they are represented in ancient paintings. If not 
nailed, they could not have suffered much, and there- 
fore they were found still alive when the soldiers 
came to give the coup de grace, which put a speedy 
end to their lives. John xix. 31-33. 

Verse 40. Dost not thou fear God] The sufferings 
of this person had been sanctified to him, so that his 
heart was open to receive help from the hand of the 
Lord; he is a genuine penitent, and gives the fullest 
proof he can give of it, viz. the acknowledgment of 
the justice of his sentence. He had sinned, and he 
acknowledges his sin; his heart believes unto right- 
eousness, and with his tongue he makes confession 
unto salvation. While he condemns himself he bears 
testimony that Jesus was innocent. Bishop Prarce 
supposes that these were not robbers in the common 
sense of the word, but Jews who took up arms on the 
principle that the Romans were not to be submitted 
to, and that their levies of tribute money were op- 
pressive ; and therefore they made no scruple to rob 
all the Romans they met with. These Jews Josephus 
calls Anorat, robbers, the same term used by the evan- 
gelists. This opinion gains some strength from the 
penitent thief’s confession: We receive the reward of 
our deeds—we rose up against the government, and 
committed depredations in the country ; bwt this man 
hath done nothing*amiss—arorov, out of place, disor- 
derly,—nothing calculated to raise sedition or insur- 
rection; nor inconsistent with his declarations of 
peace and good will towards all men, nor with the 
nature of that spiritual kingdom which he came to 
establish among men; though he is now crucified 
under the pretence of disaffection to the Roman go- 
vernment. 

Verse 42. Lord, remember me, &c.] It is worthy 
of remark, that this man appears to have been the first 
who believed in the intercession of Christ. 

Verse 43. To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.) 
Marcion and the Manichees are reported to have left 
this verse out of their copies of this evangelist. This 
saying of our Lord is justly considered as a strong 
proof of the immateriality of the soul; and it is no 
wonder that those who have embraced the contrary 
opinion should endeavour to explain away this mean- 

Von: ( 32 ) 


ing. In order to do this, a comma is placed after 
onuepov, to-day, and then our Lord is supposed to have 
meant, “Thou shalt be with me after the resurrection: 
I tell thee this, ro-pay.” I am sorry to find men of 
great learning and abilities attempting to support this 
most feeble and worthless criticism. Such support a 
good cause cannot need; and, in my opinion, even a 
bad cause must be discredited by it. 

In paradise. The garden of Eden, mentioned 
Gen. ii. 8, is also called, from the Septuagint, the 
garden of Paradise. The word }1y Eden, signifies 
pleasure and delight. Several places were thus called; 
see Gen. iv. 16; 2 Kings xix. 12; Isa. xxxvil. 12; 
Iizek. xxvii. 23; and Amos i. 5; and such places 
probably had this name from their fertility; pleasant 
situation, &c., &c. In this light the Septuagint have 
viewed Gen. li. 8, as they render the passage thus : 
edutevaev 6 O&0¢ Tapadercoy ev Ede, God planted a 
paradise in Eden. Hence the word has been trans- 
planted into the New Testament ; and is used to signify 
a place of exquisite pleasure and delight. From this 
the ancient heathens borrowed their ideas of the gar- 
dens of the Hesperides, where the trees bore golden 
fruit; and the gardens of Adonis, a word which is evi- 
dently derived from the Hebrew j1y Eden: and hence 
the origin of sacred groves, gardens, and other enclo- 
sures dedicated to purposes of devotion, some compa- 
ratively innocent, others impure. The word paradise 
is not Greek, but is of Asiatic origin. In Arabic and 
Persian it signifies a garden, a vineyard, and also the 
place of the blessed. In the Kushuf ul Loghat, a very 
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celebrated Persian dictionary, the Ux9 d,s) rear e 
Jenet al Ferdoos, Garden of Paradise, is said to have 
been “created by God out of ight, and that the pro 
phets and wise men ascend thither.” 

Paradise was, in the beginning, the habitation of 
man in his state of innocence, in which he enjoyed that 
presence of his Maker which constituted his supreme 
happiness. Our Lord’s words intimate that this pen- 
itent should be immediately taken to the abode of the 
spirits of the just, where he should enjoy the presence 
and approbation of the Most High. In the Institutes 
of Menu, chap. Giconomics, Inst. 243, are the follow- 
ing words: “ A man habitually pious, whose offences 
have been expiated, is instantly conveyed, after death, 
to the higher world, with a radiant form, and a body 
of ethereal substance.” The state of the blessed is 
certainly what our Lord here means: in what the 
locality of that state consists we know not. The Jews 
have a multitude of fables on the subject. 
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Christ gives up the ghost. 
fea 8003 44 9 i And it was about the sixth 
An. Olymp. hour, and there was darkness over 

CCIL1- aH the * earth, until the ninth hour. 

45 And the sun was darkened, and ! the veil 
of the temple was rent in the midst. 

46 % And when Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice, he said, ™ Father, into thy hands [ com- 
mend my spirit: ®and having said thus, he gave 
up the ghost. 

47 § ° Now when the centurion saw what 
was done, he glorified God, saying, Certainly 
this was a righteous man. 

48 And all the people that came together to 
that sight, beholding the thmgs which were 
done, smote their breasts, and returned. 

49 » And all his acquaintance and the wo- 
men that followed him from Galilee, stood afar 
off, beholding these things. 

50 94 And, behold, there was a man named 


ST, LUKE. 


Joseph begs the body of Jesus 


A. M. 4033. 


Joseph, a counsellor; and he was *,°}\ "59, 
An. Olymp. 


a good man, and a just: — 

51 (The same had not consented ————- 
to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of 
Arimathea, a city of the Jews, * who also 
himself waited for the kingdom of God. 

52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged 
the body of Jesus. 

53 * And he took it down, and wrapped it in 
linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn 
in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 

54 And that day was * the preparation, and 
the Sabbath drew on. 

55 “| And the women also, * which came 
with him from Galilee, followed after, and ¥ be- 
held the sepulchre, and how his body was Taid. 

56 And they returned, and prepared spices 
and ointments; and rested the Sabbath day, 
x according to the commandment. 


i Matt. xxvii. 45; Mark xv. 33. k Or, land.——! Matt. xxvii. 
51; Mark xv. 38. mPga. xxxl. 5; 1 Pet. i. 23. n Matt. 
xxvii. 50 ; Mark xv. 37; John xix. 30. o Matthew xxvii. 54; 
Mark xv. 39. p Psa. xxxviii. 11; Matt. xxvii. 55; Mark xv. 


40; see John xix. 25. 


4 Matt. xxvii. 57; Mark xv. 42; John 


xix, 38. t Mark xv. 43; chap. u1, 25, 38. s Matthew xxvil. 
59; Mark xv. 46. t Matthew xxvil. 62. u Chap. vill. 2. 
¥ Mark xy. 47. w Mark xvi. 1. x Exod. xx. 10. 


Verse 44. Darkness over all the earth] See the 
note on Matt. xxvii. 45. The darkness began at the 
sixth hour, about our twelve o’clock at noon, and last- 
ed till the nznth hour, which answered to our three 
o’clock in the afternoon. 

Verse 45. The sun was darkened] See an examina- 
tion of the accounts of Phlegon, Thallus, and Diony- 
sius, on Matt. xxvi. 45. 

The veil—was rent| See Matt. xxvu. 51. 

Verse 46. Into thy hands Icommend my spirit] Or, 
Iwill commit my spirit—I deposit my soul in thy 
hands. Another proof of the immateriality of the soul, 
and of its separate existence when the body is dead. 

Verse 48. And all the people) All were deeply af- 
fected except the priests, and those whom they had 
employed to serve their base purposes. The dark- 
ness, earthquake, &c., had brought terror and conster- 
nation into every heart. How dreadful is the state of 
those who, in consequence of their long opposition to 
the grace and truth of God, are at last given up to a 
reprobate mind ! 

Verses 50, 51. Joseph—of Arimathea] See the 
notes on Matt. xxvii. 57-60, and those especially on 
Mark xv. 43. 

Verse 54. And the Sabbath drew on.) Or, The 
Sabbath was lighting up, exeduoke, i. e. with the can- 
dles which the Jews light just before six in the even- 
ing, when the Sabbath commences. ‘The same word 
is used for the dawning of the day, Matt. xxvil. 1. 
Wakefield. ‘The Jews always lighted up candles on 
the Sabbath; and it was a solemn precept that, “ if 
a man had not bread to eat, he must beg from door to 
door to get a little oil to set up his Sabbath light.” 
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The night of the Sabbath drew on, which the Jews 
were accustomed to call the light. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 55. The women also, which came] These 
were Mary of Magdala, Joanna, and Mary the mother 
of James, chap. xxiv. 10. To these three, Mark, in 
chap. xvi. 1, adds, Salome ; but some think that this 
was only a surname of one of these Marys. r 

Verse 56. Prepared smces and ointments] This 
was in order to embalm him; which sufficiently 
proves that they had no hope of his resurrection the 
third day. 

And rested the Sabbath day| For though the Jewish 
canons allowed all works, necessary for the dead, to 
be done, even on the Sabbath, such as washing and 
anointing, provided they moved not a limb of the dead 
person, yet, as the Jews had put Christ to death under 
the pretence of his being a malefactor, it would not 
have been either prudent or safe to appear too forward 
in the present business; and therefore they rested on 
the Sabbath. 


Certain copies of the [tala have some remarkable 
additions in these concluding verses. The conclusion 
of the 48th verse, in one of them, is read thus: Beat- 
ing their breasts and their foreheads, and saying, Wo 
to us because of what is done this day, on account of 
our sins; for the desolation of Jerusalem is at hand. 
To ver. 52, another adds: And when Pilate heard 
that he was dead, he glorified God and gave the body 
to Joseph. On the circumstances of the crucifixion, 
see the observations at the end of Matt. xxvii., and 
consider how heinous sin must be in the sight of God, 
when it required such a sacrifice ! 

(32 ) 


Angels announce the 


CHAP. 


XXIV. 


resurrection to the women 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


The women coming early to the sepulchre on the first day y of the week, bringing their spices, Jind the stone 


rolled away, Gnd the tomb empty, 1-3. 
4-8. 
ines the tomb, 11, 12. 
converses with them, 13-29. 
disappears, 30, 31. 
32-35. 
tion, 36—43. 


salem, 52, 53. 


es “ ae. New *upon the first day of 


the week, very early in the 
————— morning, they came unto the se- 
pulchre, > bringing the spices which they had 
Pecpoet, and certain others with them. 

2 © And they found the stone rolled away 
from the sepulchre. 

3 4 And they entered in, and found not the 
body of the Lord Jesus. 

4 And it came to pass, as they were much 
perplexed thereabout, * behold, two men stood 
by them in shining garments: 

5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down 


fe Oly. 
CCIL 1 


a Matt. xxviii. 1; Mark xvi. 1; John xx. 2. 
56. © Matt. xxviii. 2; Mark xvi. 4. 
5. e John xx. 12; Acts i. 10. 


> Chap. xxiii. 
4 Ver. 23; Mark xvi. 


NOTES- ON CHAP. XXIV. 

Verse 1. Bringing the spices! To embalm the body 
of our Lord: but Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 
had done this before the body was laid in the tomb. 
See John xix. 39, 40. But there was a second em- 
balming found necessary: the first must have been 
hastily and imperfectly performed; the spices now 
brought by the women were intended to complete the 
preceding operation. 

And certain others with them.|] This clause is 
wanting in BCL, two others; Coptic, Aithiopic, Vulgate, 
and in all the Jtala except two. Dionysius Alexan- 
drinus, and Eusebius also omit it. The omission is 


approved by Mill, Bengel, Wetstein, Griesbach, and | 
Bishop Pearce thinks it should be left out for | 


others. 
the following reasons: 1. “ They who came to the 
sepulchre, as is here said, being the same with those 
who, in chap. xxiii. 55, are called the women which 
came with him from Galilee, there was no room for 
Luke (I think) to add as here, and some others came 
with them; because the words in chap. xxill. 55, to 
which these refer, include all that can be supposed to 
~be designed by the words in question. 2. Luke has 
named no particular woman here, and therefore he 
could not add and some others, &c., these words ne- 
cessarily requiring that the names of the women should 
have preceded, as is the case in ver. 10, where, when 
Mary Magdalene, the other Mary, and Joanna, had 
been named, it is very rightly added, and other women 
that were with them.” 
1 


They see a vision of angels, who announce Christ’s resurrection, 
The women return and tell this to the eleven, 9, 10. 


They believe not, but Peter goes and exam- 


Christ, unknown, appears to two of the disciples who were going to Emmaus, and 
While they are eating together, he makes himself everte and immediately 
They return to Jerusalem, and announce his resurrection to the rest of the disciples, 
Jesus himself appears to them, and gives them the fullest proof of the reality of his resurrec- 
He preaches to them, and gives them the promise of the Holy Spirit, 44-49. 
them to Bethany, and ascends to heaven in their sight, 50, 51. 


He takes 
They worship him, and return to Jeru» 


their faces to the earth, they said 4, pln doass 
unto them, Why seek ye ‘ the living An. Oise: 
among the dead? i ties 

6 He is not here, but is risen: &remember 
how he spake unto you when he was yet in 
Galilee, 

7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, 
and the third day rise again. 

8 And » they remembered his words, 

9 + And returned from the sepulchre, and 
told all these things unto the eleven, and to all 
the rest. 


f Or, him that liveth ? & Matt, xvi. 213 xvii. 23; Mark viii. 
31; ix. 31; chap. ix. 22—4 John ii. 22.——i Matt. xxviii. 8; 
Matk xvi. 10. 


Verse 2. They found the stone rolled away] An 
angel from God had done this before they reached the 
tomb, Matt. xxviii. 2. On this case we cannot help 
remarking, that, when persons have strong confidence 
in God, obstacles do not hinder them from undertaking 
whatever they have reason to believe he requires; 
and the removal of them they leave to him: and what 
is the consequence? They go on their way comforta- 
bly, and all difficulties vanish before them. 

Verse 3. And found not the body of the Lord] His 
holy soul was in Paradise, chap. xxiii. 43; and the 
evangelist mentions the body particularly, to show that 
this only was subject to death. It is, I think, evident 
enough, from these and other words of Luke, that the 
doctrine of the materiality of the soul, made no part 
of his ereed. 

Verse 5. Why seek ye the living among the dead ?} 
This was a common form of speech among the Jews, 
and seems to be applied to those who were foolishly, 
impertinently, or absurdly employed. As places of 
burial were uticlean, it was not reasonable to suppose 
that the living should frequent them; or that if any 
was missing he was likely to be found in such places. 

Verse 7. Sinful men] Or heathens, avépwtut 
éuaptorayv, i. e. the Romans, by whom only he could 
be put to death; for the Jews themselves acknowledg~ 
ed that this power was now vested in the hands of the 
Roman governor alone. See John xix. 15. 

Verse 8. They remembered his words.| Even the 
simple recollection of the words of Christ becomes 
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Christ appears to two disciples 


A.M 4053. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, and 
An. Olymp. * Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
CCU! James, and other women that were 
with them, which told these things unto the 
apostles. 

11 ! And their words seemed to them as idle 
tales, and they believed them not. 

12 9 ™Then arose Peter, and ran unto the 
sepulchre ; and stooping down, he beheld the 
linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, 
wondering in himself at that which was come 
to pass. 

13 9 "And, behold, two of them went that 
same day to a village called Emmaus, which 
was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 

14 And they talked together of all these 
things which had happened. 


k Chap. viii. 3. 1Mark xvi. 11; ver. 25.——™ John xx. 3, 6. 
0 Mark xvi. 12. © Matt. xviil. 20; ver. 36. 


ST, LUKE. 


on their way to Emmaus. 
15 And it came to pass, that, agg 


while they communed together and An, Olymp. 
reasoned, ° Jesus himself drew near ae 
and went with them. 

16 But » their eyes were holden that they 
should not know him. 

17 And he said unto them, What manner 
of communications are these that ye have one 
to another, as ye walk, and are sad ? 

18 And the one of them, 4 whose name was 
Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou 
only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not 
known the things which are come to pass there 
in these days? . 

19 And he said unto them, What things ? 
And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, * which was a prophet * mighty in 


p John xx. 14; xxi. 4, ——1 John xix. 25. Matt. xxi. 11; chap. 
vii. 16; Johniii. 2; iv. 19; vi.14; Acts 11. 22. 8 Acts vii. 22. 


often a source of comfort and support to those who are 
distressed or tempted: for his words are the words of 
eternal life. 

Verse 10. And Joanna] She was the wife of Chuza, 
Herod’s steward. See chap. vili. 3. 

Verse 12. Then arose Peter] John went with him, 
and got to the tomb before him. See John xx. 2, 3. 

The linen clothes laid by themselves] Or, The linen 
clothes only. This was the fine linen which Joseph 
of Arimathea bought, and wrapped the body in: Mark 
xv. 46. Small as this circumstance may at first view 
appear, it is, nevertheless, no mean proof of the resur- 
rection of our Lord. Had the body been stolen away, 
all that was wrapped about it would have been taken 
away with it; as the delay which must have been oc- 
casioned by stripping it might have led to the detec- 
tion of the theft; nor would the disciples have run 
such arisk if they had stolen him, when stripping the 
body could have answered no end. This circumstance 
is related still more particularly by John, chap. xx. 
5, 6, 7. Peler seeth the linen clothes lie, and the 
napkin that was ahout his head not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wraprep together in a place by it- 
self. All these circumstances prove that the thing 
was done leisurely ; order and regularity being observ- 
ed through the whole. Hurry and confusion necessa- 
rily mark every act of robbery. 

Verse 13. Behold, two of them] This long and in- 
teresting account is not mentioned by Matthew nor 
John, and is only glanced at by Mark, chap. xvi. 12, 
13. One of these disciples was Cleopas, ver. 18, 
and the other is supposed by many learned men, both 
ancient and modern, to have been Luke himself. See 
the sketch of his life prefixed to these notes. Some 
of the ancient versions have called the other disciple 
Ammaus and Ammaon, reading the verse thus: Be- 
hold two of them, Ammaus and Cleopas, were going 
in that very day to a village about sixty furlongs dis- 
tant from Jerusalem. But the Persian says positively 
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that it was Luke who accompanied Cleopas. See the 
inscription to section 140 of this Gospel in the Poly- 
glott. Dr. Lightfoot thinks it was Peler, and proves 
that Cleopas and Alpheus were one and the same per- 
son. 
Threescore furlongs.| Some MSS. say 160 fur- 
longs, but this is a mistake ; for Josephus assigns the 
same distance to this village from Jerusalem as the 
evangelist does. War, b. vil. c. 6. 8s. 6.  Appaove 
ameyer Tov Tepocodvuwv otadiovg éEnxovta, Ammaus ts 
sixty stadia distant from Jerusalem, about seven 
English miles and three-quarters. A stadiwm was 
about 243 yards, according to Arbuthnot. 

Verse 15. And reasoned] Svtnrev, concerning the 
probability or improbability of Christ being the Mes- 
siah, or of his resurrection from the dead. It was a 
laudable custom of the Jews, and very common also, 
to converse about the Jaw in all their journeyings ; and 
now they had especial reason to discourse together, 
both of the law and the prophets, from the transactions 
which had recently taken place. 

Verse 16. Their eyes were holden] It does not ap- 
pear that there was any thing supernatural here, for 
the reason why these persons (who were not apostles, 
see ver. 33) did not recollect our Lord is given by 
Mark, chap. xvi. 12, who says that Christ appeared to 
them in another form. 

Verse 18. Cleopas] The same as Alpheus, father 
of the Apostle James, Mark iii. 18, and husband of the 
sister of the virgin. John xix. 25. 

Art thou only a stranger] As if he had said, What 
has been done in Jerusalem, within these few days, 
has been so public, so awful, and so universally known, 
that, if thou hadst been but a lodger in the city for a 
single night, I cannot conceive how thou couldst miss 
hearing of these things : indeed, thou appearest to be 
the only person unacquainted with them. 

Verse 19. Which was a prophet) Avnp mpodnrne, 
aman prophet, a genuine prophet; but this has been 


Christ showeth the necessity of CHAP. 


pg deed and word before God and all 
one the people : A 


20 ‘ And how the chief priests 
and our rulers delivered him to be condemned 
to death, and have crucified him. 

21 But we trusted "that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel: and be- 
side all this, to-day is the third day since these 
things were done. 

22 Yea, and ‘certain women also of our 
company made us astonished, which were early 
at the sepulchre ; 

23 And when they found not his body, they 
came, saying that they had also seen a vision 
of angels, which said that he was alive. 


XXIV. 


24 And * certain of them which 4,M, 4033. 

were with us went to the sepulchre, An. Olymp. 
. CCIL. 1. 

and found it even so as the women 

had said: but him they saw not. 

25 Then he said unto them, O fools and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken ! 

26 * Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into his glory? 

27 Y And beginning at * Moses and “all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures, the things concerning himself. 

28 And they drew nigh unto the village, 
whither they went: and » he made as though 
he would have gone farther. 


his death and resurrection. 


' Chap. xxiii. 1; Acts xiii. 27, 28. 


“Chap. i. 68; ii..38; 


Acts i. 6. Vv Matt. xxviii. 8; Mark xvi. 10; ver. 9,10; John 
xx. 18.——w Ver. 12.—— Ver. 46; Acts xyii. 3; 1 Peter i. 11. 
y Ver. 45. 2 Gen. iii. 15; xxii. 18; xxvi. 4; xlix. 10; Num. 


xxi.9; Deut. xvili. 15. a Psa. xvi. 9,10; xxii.; cxxxil. 11; Isa. 
vil. 143 ix. 6; xl. 10; 11; 1.63 liii.5 Jer. xxiii. 55 xxxiii. 14, 15; 
Ezek. xxxiv. 23; xxxvii. 25; Dan. ix. 24; Mic. vii. 20; Mal. ii], 
iv. 2; see on John i. 45.—» See Gen. xxxil. 26; xlii.7; Mark vi. 48. 


considered as a Hebraism: “for, in Exod. ii. 14, a 
man prince is simply a prince; and in 1 Sam. xxxi. 
3, men archers mean no more than archers.” But my 
own opinion is, that this word is often used to deepen 
the signification; so in the above quotations: Who 
made thee aman prince (i. e. a mighty sovereign) and 
a judge over us? Exod. ii. 14. And, the battle went 
sore against Saul, and the men archers (i. e. the stout, 
or well aiming archers) Ait him, 1 Sam. xxxi. 3. So 
in Patmpuatus, de Incredib. c. 38. p. 47, quoted by 
Kypke, nv avnp Baoireve peyac, He was a great and 
eminent king. So avnp xpodnty¢ here signifies, he 
Was a GENUINE prophet, nothing like those false ones 
by whom the people have been so often deceived ; and 
he has proved the divinity of his mission by his hea- 
venly teaching, and astonishing miracles. 

Mighty in—word] Irresistibly eloquent. Powerful 
im deed, working incontrovertible miracles. See Kypke 
in loco. 

Verse 21-24. Cleopas paints the real state of his 
own mind in these verses. In his relation there is 
scarcely any thing well connected ; important points 
are referred to, and not explained, though he consider- 
ed the person to whom he spoke as entirely unac- 
quainted with these transactions: his own hopes and 
fears he cannot help mixing with the narration, and 
throwing over the whole that confusion that dwells in 
his own heart. The narration is not at all in Luke’s 
style; but as it is probable he was the other disciple 
who was present, and had heard the words of Cleopas, 
he gave them in that simple, natural, artless manner 
in which they were spoken. Had the account been 
forged, those simple, natura] touches would not have 
appeared. 

To-day is the third day| Our Lord had often said 
that he would rise again the third day; and though 
Alpheus had little hope of this resurrection, yet he 
could not help recollecting the words he had heard, 
especially as they seemed to be confirmed by the re- 
lation of the women, ver. 22—24. : 

Verse 25. O fools and slow of heart to believe) 
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Inconsiderate men, justly termed such, because they 
had not properly attended to the description given of 
the Messiah by the prophets, nor to Avs teaching and 
miracles, as proofs that HE alone was the person they 
described. 

Slow of heart—Backward, not easy to be persuad- 
ed of the truth, always giving way to doubtfulness and 
distrust. This very imperfection in them is a strong 
evidence of the truth of the doctrine which they af- 
terwards believed, and proclaimed io the world. Had 
they not had the fullest assurance of these things, 
they never would have credited them; and it is no 
small honour to the new-covenant Scriptures that such 
persons were chosen, first, to believe them ; secondly, 
to proclaim them in the world ; and, thirdly, to die on 
the evidence of those truths, the blessed influence of 
which they felt in their own hearts, and fully exem- 
plified in their lives. 

Verse 26. Ought not Christ to have suffered] 
Ovyt eder rave Tov Xpiorov, Was it not necessary that 
the Christ should suffer. This was the way in which 
sin must be expiated, and, without this, no soul could 
have been saved. The suffering Messiah is he alone 
by whom Israel and the world can be saved. 

Verse 27. Beginning at Moses, &c.] What a ser- 
mon this must have been, where all the prophecies re- 
lative to the incarnation, birth, teaching, miracles, 
sufferings, death, and resurrection of the blessed Jesus 
were all adduced, illustrated, and applied to himself, 
by an appeal to the well known facts which had taken 
place during his life! We are almost irresistibly im- 
pelled to exclaim, What a pity this discourse had not 
been preserved ! No wonder their hearts burned within 
them, while hearing such a sermon, from such a 
preacher. The law and the prophets had all borne 
testimony, either directly or indirectly, to Christ ; and 
we may naturally suppose that these prophecies and 
references were those which our Lord at this time ex~ 
plained and applied to himself. See ver. 32. 

Verse 28. He made as though he would have gone 
farther.) That is, he was going on, as though he n- 
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They return to Jerusalem 


a ee 29 But © they constrained him, 
An, Olymp. saying, Abide with us: for it is to- 
CIL.1, 


ward evening, and the day is far 
spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 

30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat 
with them, ¢he took bread, and blessed 2, and 
brake, and gave to them. 

31 And their eyes were opened, and they 
knew him; and he ¢ vanished out of their sight. 

32 And they said one to another, Did not 
our heart burn within us, while he talked with 
us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
Scriptures ? 
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and announce the resurrection 


33 And they rose up the same ror ee 


hour, and returned to J erusalem, a Qiyme. 
and found the eleven gathered to- cal 
gether, and them that were with them, 

34 Saying, The Lord is msen indeed, and 
f hath appeared to Simon. 

35 And they told what things were done in 
the way, and how he was known of them in 
breaking of bread. 

36 9 £ And as they thus spake, Jesus him- 
self stood in the midst of them, and saith un 
to them, Peace be unto you. 

37 But they were terrified and -affrighted, 


¢ Gen. xix. 3; Acts xvi. 15. 4 Matt. xiv. 19——* Or, ceased 
to be seen of them; see chap. iv. 30; John viii, 59, 


f1 Cor. xv. 5.——€ Mark xvi. 14; John xx. 19; 1 Corinthians 


xv OD. 


tended to go farther; and so he doubtless would had 
they not earnestly pressed him to lodge with them.—— 
His preaching had made a deep impression upon their 
hearts, ver, 32, and now they feel it their greatest 
privilege to entertain the preacher. 

This is a constant effect of the doctrine of Christ : 
wherever it is felt, the Author of it, the ever-blessed 
Jesus, is earnestly entreated to dwell in the heart ; 
and he who preaches it is amply provided with the 
necessaries of life by those who have received his 
testimony. 

Verse 29. For it is toward evening] And conse- 
quently both inconvenient and unsafe to proceed to ano- 
ther village. Reader! it is probably the eve of thy 
life, whether thou be old or young : thy day may have 
already declined, and there is, possibly, but a step be- 
tween thee and the eternal world! Hath the Lord 
Jesus taught thee by his word and Spirit to believe 
in him, that thou mightest be saved? Is he come into 
thy heart? Hast thou the witness of his Spirit that 
thy sin is blotted out through his blood? Rom. viii. 
16; Gal. iv. 6; 1 John v. 10, 11, 12. If thou have 
not, get thee to God right humbly.—Jesus is about to 
pass by, perhaps for ever! O, canstrain him, by 
earnest faith and prayer, to enter into thy soul, and 
lodge with thee! May God open Tuy eyes! May he 
stir up and inflame Tuy heart! 

And he went in} And so he will to thee, thou pe- 
nitent soul! Therefore take courage, and be not faith- 
less but believing, ; 

Verse 30. He took bread| This was the office of 
the master and father of a family; and this was our 
Lord’s usual custom among his disciples. Those whom 
Christ lodges with he feeds, and feeds too with bread 
that himself hath dlessed, and this feeding not only 
strengthens, but also enlightens the soul. 

Verse 31. Their eyes were opened] But we are 
not to imagine that he administered the holy eucharist 
at this time; there is not the most distant evidence of 
this. It was a mere family meal, and ended before it 
was well begun. 

They knew him] His acting as father of the fa- 
mily, in taking, blessing, and distributing the bread 
among them, caused them to recollect those lips which 
they had often heard speak, and those hands by which 
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they had often been fed. Perhaps he also threw off 
the disguise which he had before assumed; and now 
appeared in his own person. 

He vanished out of their sight.) Probably, during 
their surprise, he took the opportunity of withdrawing 
from the place ; leaving them to reflect and meditate 
on what they had heard and seen. 

Verse 32. Did not our heart burn within us} His 
word was in our heart as a burning fire, Jer. xx. 9.— 
Our hearts waxed hot within us, and while we were 
musing the fire burned, Psa. xxxix. 3. In some such 
way as this the words of the’ disciples may be under- 
stood: but there is a very remarkable reading here in 
the Codex Beze; instead of xatouevy, burned, it has 
kexaAvuuern, veiled; and one of the Jala has, fuit 
excecatum, was blinded. Was not our heart veiled 
(blinded) when he conversed with us on the way, and 
while he unfolded the Scriptures to us, seeing we did 
not know him ? 

Verse 34. Saying, The Lord 1s risen indeed] The 
meaning here is, that these two disciples found the 
apostles, and those who were with them, unanimously 
testifying that Christ had risen from the dead. It is 
not the two disciples to whom we are to refer the word 
Aeyovrac, saying ; but to the body of the disciples.— 
See the note on Mark xvi. 12. 

Verse 35. And they] The two disciples who were 
just come from Emmaus, related what had happened 
to them on the way, going to Emmaus, and how he had 
been known unto them in the breaking of bread, while 
supping together at the above village. See on ver. 31. 

Verse 36. And as they thus spake] While the 
two disciples who were going to Emmaus were con- 
versing about Christ, he joined himself to their com- 
pany. Now, while they and the apostles are confirm- 
ing each other in their belief of his resurrection, Jesus 
comes in, to remove every doubt, and to give them 
the fullest evidence of it. And it is ever true that, 
wherever two or three are gathered together in his 
name, he is in the midst of them. 

Peace be unto you.| The usual salutation among 
the Jews. May you prosper in body and soul, and 
enjoy every heavenly and earthly good! See the 
notes on Matt. v. 9; x. 12. 

Verse 37. And supposed that they had seen a spirit.} 
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Christ gives the disciples 


oe and supposed that they had seen 


ok de ha spirit. 

38 And he said unto them, Why 
are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise 
in your hearts? 

39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself: ‘handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have. 

40 And when he had thus spoken, he showed 
them Azs hands and his fect. 

41 And while they yet believed not * for joy, 
and wondered, he said unto them, ! Have ye 
here any meat? 

42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled 
fish, and of a honeycomb. 


h Mark vi. 49. John xx. 20, 27k Gen. xlv. 26. 1 John 
xxi. 5.——™ Acts x. 41. n Matt. xvi. 21; xvil. 22; xx. 18; Mark 
vili. 31; chap. ix. 22; xviii. 31; ver. 6. © Acts xvi. 14.—? Ver. 


CHAP. 


| before them. 


XXIV. ‘full proof of his resurrection. 


43 ™ And he took zt, and did eat Breet 
An. Olymp. 
: CCIL. 1. 
44 And he said unto them, ® These ————— 
are the words which I spake unto you, while I 
was yet with you, that allthings must be fulfilled 
which were written in the law of Moses, and in 
the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 

45 Then ° opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the Scriptures, 

46 And said unto them, ? Thus it is written, 
and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day : 

47 And that repentance and 4 remission of 
sins should be preached in his name * among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 


26; Psa. xxii; Isa. 1.6; lili. 2, é&&e.; Acts xvii. 3——4 Dan. ix. 24; 
Acts xiii. 38, 46; 1 John ii. 12. Gen xi. oy Sas xe ors 
Isa. xlix. 6,22; Jer. xxxi. 34; Hos. ii. 23; Mic. iv.2; Mal.i.11]. 


But if there be no such thing as a disembodied spirit, 
would not our Lord have shown them their error ? 
Instead of this, he confirms them in their opinion, by 
saying, A spirit hath not flesh and bones as you see 
me have, ver. 39; therefore he says, handle me and 
see me. ‘They probably imagined that it was the soul 
only of our blessed Lord which they saw; but they 
were soon fully convinced of the identity of his per- 
son, and the reality of his resurrection; for, 1. They 
saw his body. 2. They heard him speak. 3. They 
handled him. 4. They saw him eat a piece of broiled 
fish and honeycomb, which they gave him. In these 
things it was impossible for them to have been de- 
ceived. 

Verse 41. They—believed not for joy] They were 
so overcome with the joy of his resurrection, that they 
did not, for some time, properly receive the evidence 
that was before them—as we phrase it, they thought 
the news too good to be true. 

Verse 44. The law—the prophets—the psalms] 
This was the Jewish division of the whole old cove- 
nant. The Law contained the five books of Moses ; 
the propHets, the Jews divided into former and latter ; 
they were, according to Josephus, thirteen. “ The 
psaLMs included not only the book still so named, but 


also three other books, Proverbs, Job, and Canticles. | 


These all,” says the above author, “contain hymns to 
God, and rules for the conduct of the lives of men.” 
Joseph. Cont. App. i. 8. This account is imperfect : 
the common Jewish division of the writings of the old 
covenant is the following, and indeed seems to be the 
same to which our Lord alludes :— 

I. The raw, 7 thorah, including Genesis, Exo- 
dus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

Il. The propuets, D'N°23, nadbiaim, or teachers, 
including Joshua, Judges, the two books of Samuel, 
and the two books of Kings: these were termed the 
former prophets. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habak- 
kuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi: 
these were termed the latter prophets. 
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III. The maciocrapna, (holy writings,) D°31ND ke- 
thuvim, which comprehended the Psalms, Proverbs, 
Job, Canticles, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, 
Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and the two books 
of Chronicles. The Jews made anciently only twenty- 
two books of the whole, to bring them to the number 
of the letters in the Hebrew alphabet ; and this they 
did by joining Ruth to Judges, making the two books 
of Samuel only one; and so of Kings and Chronicles ; 
joining the Lamentations to Jeremiah, and making the 
twelve minor prophets only one book. 

Verse 45. Then opened he their understanding] 
Ammvottev, He fully opened. They had a measure of 
light before, so that they discerned the Scriptures to 
be the ¢rue word of God, and to speak of the Messiah ; 
but they had not light sufficient 10 enable them to apply 
these Scriptures to their Lord and Master; but now, 
by the influence of Christ, they see, not only, the pro- 
phecies which pointed out the Messiah, but also the 
Messiah who was pointed out by these prophecies.— 
The book of God may be received in general as a Di- 
vine revelation, but the proper meaning, reference, and 
application of the Scriptures can only be discerned by 
the light of Christ. Even the very plain word of God 
is a dead letter to those who are not enlightened by 
the grace of Christ; and why? because this word 
speaks of spiritual and heavenly things; and the car- 
nal mind of man eannot discern them. They who re- 
ceive not this inward teaching continue dark and dead 
while they live. 

Verse 47. Repentance] See its nature fully ex- 
plained on Matt. iii. 1. 

Remission of sins] Ageow duaptiav, The taking 
away—removal of sins, in general—every thing that 
relates to the destruction of the power, the pardoning 
of the guilt, and the purification of the heart from the 
very nature of sin. 

Should be preached in his name] See the office of a 
proclaimer, herald, or preacher, explained in the note 
on Matt. iii. 1, and particularly at the end of that 
chapter. 
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Christ gives the disciples 


A, M. 4033. s i 
ns 48 And § ye are witnesses of these 
An. Olymp. things. 


Coll. 49 9] t And, behold, I send the 


promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 


s John xv.27; Actsi.8,22; 11.32; iii. 15.—t Isa. xliv.3; Joel ii. 28; 


In his name—On his authority, and in virtue of 
the atonement made by him: for on what other ground 
could the inhabitants of the earth expect remission 
af sins? 

Among all nations] Because God wills the salvation 
of aLL; and Jesus Christ by his grace has tasted death 
for every man. Heb. ii. 9. 

Beginning at Jerusalem] Making the first overtures 
of mercy to my murderers! If, then, the sinners of 
Jerusalem might repent, believe, and be saved, none, 
on this side hell, need despair. 

Verse 48. Ye are witnesses of these things.) He 
gave them a full commission to proclaim these glad 
tidings of peace and salvation to a lost world. The 
disciples were witnesses not only that Christ had suf- 
fered and rose again from the dead; but also that he 
opens the understanding by the inspiration of his Spirit, 
that he gives repentance, that he pardons sin, and 
purifies trom all unrighteousness, and that he is not 
qwilling that any should perish, but that ald should come 
unto the knowledge of the truth and be saved. And 
these are the things of which their successors in the 
Gospel ministry must bear witness. As far as a man 
steadily and affectionately proclaims these doctrines, 
so far God will bless his labour to the salvation of 
those who hear him. But no man can with any pro- 
priety bear witness of that grace that saves the soul, 
whose own soul is not saved by that grace. 

Verse 49. The promise of my Father] That is, 
the Holy Ghost, promised, John xv. 26. See Acts 
Ties teas ds 

Until ye be endued with power] The energy of the 
Holy Ghost was to be communicated to them for three 
particular purposes. 1. That he might be in them, a 
sanctifying comforter, fortifying their souls, and bring- 
ing to their remembrance whatever Jesus had before 
spoken to them. 

2. That their preaching might be accompanied by 
his demonstration and power to the hearts of their 
hearers, so that they might believe and be saved. 

3. That they might be able to work miracles to 
vonfirm their pretensions to a Divine mission, and to 
establish the truth of the doctrines they preached. 

Verse 50. He led them out as far as to Bethany] 
The difficulties in this verse, when collated with the 
accounts given by the other evangelists, are thus re- 
eonciled by Dr, Lightfoot, 

“J. This very evangelist (Acts i. 12) tells us, that 
when the disciples came back from the place where 
our Lord had ascended, they returned from mount 
Olivet, distant from Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s journey. 
But now the town of Bethany was about fifteen fur- 
longs from Jerusalem, John xi. 18, and that is double 
a Sabbath day’s journey. 

“TI. Josephus tells us that mount Olivet was but 
five furlongs from the city, and a Sabbath day’s journey 
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| of the city, is distant five furlongs. 


the promise of the Holy Ghost 


ye in the city of Jerusalem, until seal Ae 


ye be endued with power from on An, Olymp. 
high. 

50 @ And he led them out "as far as te 
eee ee ae ee 
John xiv. 16, 26; xv. 26; xvi.7; Actsi.4; ii. 1, &e. uActsi.12 
wads treet te) iy Se Se ree 
was seven furlongs andahalf. Antzg. lib. 20, cap. 6. 
About that time there came to Jerusalem a certain 
Egyptian, pretending himself a prophet, and persuading 
the people that they should go out with him to the 
mount of Olives, ‘O Kat Tn¢ TOAEWC AVTLKPYG KELLEVOY, 
aneyer oradva revte ; which, being situated on the front 
These things are 
all true: 1. That the mount of Olives lay but five 
furlongs distant from Jerusalem. 2. That the town 
of Bethany was fifteen furlongs. 3. That the disci- 
ples were brought by Christ as far as Bethany. 4. 
That, when they returned from the mount of Olives, 
they travelled more than five furlongs. And, 5. Re- 
turning from Bethany, they travelled but a Sabbath 
day’s journey. All which may be easily reconciled, 
if we would observe :—That the first space from the 
city was called Bethphage, which I have cleared else- 
where from Talmudic authors, the evangelists them- 
selves a!so confirming it. That part of that mount 
was known by that name to the length of about a Sab- 
bath day’s journey, till it came to that part which is 
called Bethany. For there was a Bethany, a tract 
of the mount, and the town of Bethany. The town 
was distant from the city about fifteen furlongs, 7. e. 
about two miles, or a double Sabbath day’s journey : 
but the first border of this tract (which also bore the 
name of Bethany) was distant but one mile, or a single 
Sabbath day’s journey. 

“ Our Saviour led out his disciples, when he was 
about to ascend, to the very first region or tract of 
mount Olivet, which was called Bethany, and was 
distant from the city a Sabbath day’s journey. And 
so far from the city itself did that tract extend itself 
which was called Bethphage; and when he was 
come to that place where the bounds of Bethphage 
and Bethany met and touched one another, he then 
ascended ; in that very place where he got upon the 
ass when he rode into Jerusalem, Mark xi. 1. Where- 
as, therefore, Josephus saith that mount Olivet was 
but five furlongs from the city, he means the first 
brink and border of it. But our evangelist must be 
understood of the place where Christ ascended, where 
the name of Olivet began, as it was distinguished from 
Bethphage.” 

Between the appearance of Christ to his apostles, 
mentioned in ver. 36, &c., almost all the forty days 
had passed, before he led them out to Bethany. They 
went by his order into Galilee, Matt. xxvi. 32; xxviii. 
10; Mark xiv. 28; xvi. 7; and there he appeared to 
them, as is mentioned by Matthew, chap. xxviii. 16, 
&o., and more particularly by John, chap. xxi. 1, &c. 
See Bishop PEarce. 

Lifted up his hands] Probably to lay them on 
their heads, for this was the ordinary way in which 
the paternal blessing was conveyed. See Gen. 
xlvili. 8-20. 
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He ascends to heaven in CHAP. 


Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, 
and blessed them. 

51 ¥ And it came to pass, while 
he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven. 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 
An, Olymp. 


XXIV. the presence of his disciples. 
52 And they worshipped him, fall 


and returned to Jerusalem with eb e 
great joy ° ac 

53 And were continually *in the temple, 
praising and blessing God. Amen. 


v2 Kings ii. 11; Mark xvi. 19; John xx. 17; Acts i.9; 


Eph. iv. 8——w Matt. xxviii. 9, 17. x Acts 1. 46; v. 42. 


Verse 51. Carried up into heaven.|] Avedepero— 
into that heaven from which he had descended, Johni. 
18; ii. 13. This was forty days after his resurrec- 
tion, Acts i. 3, during which time he had given the 
most convincing proofs of that resurrection, not only to 
the apostles, but to many others—to upwards of five 
hundred at one time, 1 Cor. xv. 6. 

As in his :fe they had seen the way to the kingdom, 
and in his death the price of the kingdom, so in his 
ascension they had the fullest proof of the immortality 
of the soul, the resurrection of the human body, and 
of his continual tntercession at the right hand of God. 

There are some remarkable circumstances relative 
to this ascension mentioned in Acts i. 4-12. 

Verse 52. They worshipped him] Let it be observed 
that this worship was not given by way of civil re- 
spect, for it was after he was parted from them, and 
carried back into heaven, that they offered it to him; 
but acts of civil respect are always performed in the 
presence of the person. ‘They adored him as their 
God, and were certainly too much enlightened to be 
capable of any species of idolatry. 

Returned to Jerusalem with great joy] Having the 
fullest proof that Jesus was the promised Messiah ; 
and that they had a full commission to preach re- 
pentance and remission of sin to mankind, and that 
they should be Divinely qualified for this great work 
by receiving the promise of the Father, ver. 49. 

Verse 53. Were continually in the temple] Espe- 
eially till the day of pentecost came, when they re- 
ceived the promise, mentioned ver. 49. 

Praising and blessing God.| Magnifying his mercy, 
and speaking good of his name. Thus the days of 
their mourning were ended; and they began that life 
upon earth in which they still live in the kingdom of 
God. May the God of infinite love give the reader 
the same portion in time and in eternity, through 
the same glorious and ever-blessed Jesus! Amen 
and amen. 


Tuere are various subscriptions to this book in 
the MSS. and versions. The following are the 
principal. 

Through the assistance of the Most High God, the 
Gospel of St. Luke the physician, the proclaimer of 
eternal life, is finished. Aras.—The most holy Gos- 
pel of Luke the Evangelist is completed. Syr.—The 
end of the holy Gospel according to Luke—oritten 
in Greek—published in Alexandria the Great,—in 
Troas,—in Rome,—in the confines of Achaia and 
Beotia,—in Bithyria,—in Macedonia,—in the Italic 
(or Latin) character, fifteen years after the ascension 
of Christ. 

Tt is likely, the word Amen was added by the 
Church, on the reading of this book; but there is no 
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evidence that it was affixed by the evangelist. It is 
omitted by some of the best MSS. and versions. 

It is evident that, at the conclusion of this Gospel, 
St. Luke passes very rapidly over a number of inter- 
esting circumstances related by the other evangelists, 
and particularly by St. John, concerning the last forty 
days of our Lord’s sojourning on earth; but, to com- 
pensate for this, he has mentioned a variety of impor- 
tant particulars which the others have passed by, a 
list of which J think it necessary to subjoin. It seems 
as if the providence of God had designed that none of 
these evangelists should stand alone: each has his 
peculiar excellence, and each his own style and mode 
of narration. They are all witnesses to the truth in 
general ; and each most pointedly to every great fact 
of the Gospel history. In each there is something 
new ; and no serious reader ever finds that the perusal 
of any one supersedes the necessity of carefully con- 
sulting and reading the others. The same facts and 
doctrines are exhibited by all in different points of 
view, which renders them both impressive and inter- 
esting ; and this one circumstance serves to fix the 
narrative more firmly in the memory. We should 
have had slighter impressions from the Gospel history, 
had we not had the narrative at four different hands. 
This variety is of great service to the Church of God, 
and has contributed very much to diffuse the knowledge 
of the facts and doctrines contained in this history. 
Parallel passages have been carefully studied, and the 
different shades of meaning accurately marked out ; 
and the consequence has been, what the wisdom of 
God designed, the fuller edification of the faithful. 
It is not the business of a commentator to point out 
beauties in the composition of the sacred text.— 
Many might be selected from the evangelists in gene- 
ral, and not a few from Luke, who not only tells a 
true story, but tells it well; especially when he has 
occasion to connect the different parts of the narration 
with observations of his own. But this is his least 
praise: from his own account we learn that he took 
the utmost pains to get the most accurate and circum- 
stantial information relative to the facts he was to 
relate: see the note on chap. i. ver. 3. While, 
therefore, he thus diligently and conscientiously sought 
for truth, the unerring Spirit of God led him into all 
truth. Even he who expected the revelation of the 
Almighty, and to be inspired by the Holy Spirit, that 
he might correctly, forcibly, and successfully proclaim 
the truth and righteousness of his Maker, must stand 
upon his watch, and set himself upon his tower, and 
watch to see what God would speak 1x him, Hab. i. 1. 
In a similar spirit we may expect the fruits of these 
revelations. He who carefully and conscientiously 
uses the means may expect the accomplishment of 
the end. 
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Facts related by St. Luke, not 


T cannot close these observations with a more pro- 
fitable word than what is contained in that truly apos- 
tolic and sublime prayer for the second Sunday in Ad- 
vent ; and may he who reads it weigh every word in 
the spirit of faith and devotion! “ Blessed God! who 
hast caused all holy scriptures to be written for our 
learning ; grant that we may in such wise hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, by 
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mentioned by the other evange.asts 


patience and comfort of thy holy word, we may em. 
brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlast- 
ing life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ !”” 

Now to him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever! Amen. 


FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES RELATED AT LARGE BY ST. LUKE, WHICH ARE EITHER NOT MEN 
TIONED AT ALL, OR BUT VERY TRANSIENTLY, BY THE OTHER EVANGELISTS. 


The conception of Elisabeth, chap. i. 5-25. 

The salutation of Mary, ibid. 26-38. 

Mary’s visit to Elisabeth, ibid. 39-56. 

The birth of John the Baptist, ibid. 57—79. 

The decree of Cesar Augustus, chap. 1. 1-6. 

Apparition of the angel to the shepherds, ibid. 8-20. 

The circumcision of Christ, ibid. 21. 

The presentation of Christ in the temple, ibid. 22—38. 

Dispute with the doctors when twelve years of age, 
ibid. 40-52. 

Chronological dates at the commencement of our 
Lord’s ministry, chap. iii. 1, 2. 

Success of the preaching of John the Baptist, ibid. 
10-15. 

Christ’s preaching and miraculous escape at Nez 
reth, chap. iv. 15-30. 

Remarkable particulars in the call of Simon, An- 
drew, James, and John, chap. v. 1-10. 

The calamities that fell on certain Galileans, chap. 
xii. 1-9. 

Mission of the seventy disciples, chap. x. 1-16. 

The return of the seventy disciples, with an ac- 
count of their success, ibid. 17-24. 

Story of the good Samaritan, ibid. 25-37. 

Cure of the woman who had been diseased eighteen 
years, chap. xiii. 10-20. 

The question answered, Are there few that be 
saved? ibid. 22, 23. 

Curing of the man with the dropsy, chap. xiv. 
1-24. 


Difficulties attending the profession of Christianity, 
to be carefully preconsidered, ibid. 25-35. 

Parable of the lost sheep, and the lost piece of 
money, chap. xv. 1-10. 

Parable of the prodigal son, ibid. 11-32. 

Parable of the unjust steward, chap. xvi. 1-18. 

Parable of the rich man and the beggar, ibid 
19-31. 

Various instructions to his disciples, chap. xvii 
1-10. 

The refusal of the Samaritans to receive him into 
their city, chap. ix. 52-56; xvii. 11. 

The cleansing of the ten lepers, chap. xvii. 12-19. 

The Pharisees ask when the kingdom of God should 
come, and our Lord’s answer, ibid. 20-38. 

The Pharisee and the publican, chap. xviii. 1-14. 

Account of the domestic avocations of Martha and 
Mary, chap. x. 38—42. 

The account of Zaccheus, chap. 3 xix. 2-10. 

The parable of the nobleman that went to obtain a 
kingdom, ibid. 11-28. 

Pilate sends Jesus to Herod, chap. xxiii. 6-16. 

Account of the women that deplored our Lord’s 
sufferings, ibid. 27-32. 

Remarkable particulars concerning the two thieves 
that were crucified with our Lord, ibid. 39—43.. 

Account of the two disciples going to Emmaus, 
chap. xxiv. 13-35. 

Remarkable circumstances concerning his appear- 
ance to the eleven, after his resurrection, ibid. 37—49. 


Finished the correction for a new edition, Oct. 31, 1831.—A. C. 
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OHN, the writer of this Gospel, was the son of a fisherman named Zebedee, and his mothers name 
was Salome. Compare Matt. xxvii. 56, with Mark xv. 40, and xvi. 1. His father Zebedee was 
probably of Bethsaida, and with his sons James and John followed his occupation on the sea of Galilee. 
The call of these two brothers to the apostleship 1s related, Matt. iv. 21, 22; Mark i. 19, 20; Luke v. 
1-10. John is generally supposed to have been about 25 years of age when he began to follow our Lord. 

Theophylact makes him one of the relatives of our Lord, and gives his genealogy thus: “ Joseph, 
the husband of the blessed Mary, had seven children by a former wife, four sons and three daughters—Martha, 
(perhaps, says Dr. Lardner, it should be Mary,) Esther, and Salome, whose son John was ; therefore Salome 
was reckoned our Lord’s sister, and John was his nephew.” If this relationship did exist, it may have 
been, at least in part, the reason of several things mentioned in the Gospels: as the petition of the two 
brothers for the two chief places in the kingdom of Christ; John’s being the beloved disciple and friend 
of Jesus, and being admitted to some familiarities denied to the rest, and possibly performing some of- 
fices about the person of his Master; and, finally, our Lord’s committing to him the care of his mother, 
as long as she should survive him. In a MS. of the Greek Testament in the Imperial Library of 
Vienna, numbered 34 in Lambecius’s catalogue, there is a marginal note which agrees pretty much with 
the account given above by Theophylact: viz. “ John the evangelist was cousin to our Lord Jesus Christ ac- 
cording to the flesh: for Joseph, the spouse of the God-bearing virgin, had four sons by his own wife, James, 
Simon, Jude, and Joses; and three daughters, Esther, and Thamar, and a third who, with her mother, 
was called Salome, who was given by Joseph in marriage to Zebedee: of her, Zebedee begot James, 
and John also the evangelist.” The writer of the MS. professes to have taken this account from the 
commentaries of St. Sophronius. 

This evangelist is supposed by some to have been the dridegroom at the marriage of Cana in Galilee: 
see chap. ii. 1. 

John was with our Lord in his transfiguration on the mount, Matt. xvii. 2; Mark ix. 2; Luke ix. 
28; during his agony in the garden, Matt. xxvi. 37; Mark xiv. 33; and when he was crucified, John 
xix. 26. 

He saw our Lord expire upon the cross, and saw the soldier pierce his side with a spear, John xix. 34, 35. 

He was one of the first of the disciples that visited the sepulchre after the resurrection of Christ ; and was 
present with the other disciples, when Jesus showed himself to them on the evening of the same day on which 
he arose ; and likewise eight days after, chap. xx. 19-29. 

In conjunction with Peter, he cured a man who had been lame from his mother’s womb, for which he was 
cast into prison, Acts iii. 1-10. He was afterwards sent to Samaria, to confer the Holy Ghost on those who 
had been converted there by Philip the deacon, Acts viii. 5-25. St. Paul informs us, Gal. ii., that John was 
present at the council of Jerusalem, of which an account is given, Acts xv. 

It is evident that John was present at most of the things related by him in his Gospel; and that he was an 
eye and ear witness of our Lord’s labours, journeyings, discourses, miracles, passion, crucifixion, resurrection, 
and ascension. After the ascension he returned with the other apostles from mount Olivet to Jerusalem, 
and took part in all transactions previously to the day of pentecost: on which time, he, with the rest, partook 
of the mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit, by which he was eminently qualified for the place he afterwards 


held in the apostolic Church. 
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Some of the ancients believed that he went into Parthia, and preached the Gospel there ; and his first epistle 
has been sometimes cited under the name of the Epistle to the Parthians. ; i ( Moe 

Treneus, Eusebius, Origen, and others, assert that he was a long time in Asia, continuing there till Trajan’s 
time, who succeeded Nerva, A. D. 98. And Polycrates, bishop of Ephesus, A. D. 196, asserts that John 
was buried in that city. Jerome confirms this testimony, and says that John’s death happened in the 68th 
year after our Lord’s passion. ae: : 

Tertullian and others say that Domitian having declared war against the Church of Christ, in the 15th year 
of his reign, A. D. 95, John was banished from Ephesus, and carried to Rome, where he was immersed ina 
cauldron of boiling oil, out of which however he escaped unhurt; and that afterwards he was banished to the 
isle of Patmos, in the Augean Sea, where he wrote the Apocalypse. Domitian having been slain in A. D. 96, 
his successor Nerva recalled all the exiles who had been banished by his predecessor ; and John is supposed 
to have returned the next year to Ephesus, being then about ninety years of age. He is thought to have 
been the only apostle who died a natural death, and to have lived upwards of 100 years. Some say, having 
completed 100 years, he died the day following. This Gospel is supposed by learned men to have been writ- 
ten about A. D. 68 or 70; by others, A. D. 86; and, by others, A. D. 97; but the most probable opinion 
is that it was written at Ephesus about the year 86. 

Jerome, in his comment on Gal. vi., says that John continued preaching when he was so enfeebled with 
old age that he was obliged to be carried into the assembly ; and that, not being able to deliver any long dis- 
course, his custom was to say, in every meeting, My dear children, love one another! The holy virgin lived 
under his care till the day of her death, which is supposed to have taken place fifteen years after the crucifixion. 

John is usually painted holding a cup in his hand, with a serpent issuing from it: this took its rise from a 
relation by the spurious Procorus, who styles himself a disciple of St. John. Though the story is not worth 
relating, curiosity will naturally wish to be gratified with it. Some heretics had privately poisoned a cup of 
liquor, with which they presented him; but after he had prayed to God, and made the sign of the cross over 
it, the venom was expelled, in the form of a serpent ! 

Some of the first disciples of our Lord, misunderstanding the passage, John xxi. 22, 23, If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee? believed that John should never die. Several in the primitive Church 
were of the same opinion; and to this day his death is doubted by persons of the first repute for piety and 
morality. Where such doctors disagree, it would be thought presumption in me to attempt to decide; other- 
wise I should not have hesitated to say that, seventeen hundred years ago he went the way of all flesh, and, 
instead of a wandering lot in a miserable, perishing world, is now glorified in that heaven of which his writ- 
ings prove he had so large an anticipation, both before and after the crucifixion of his Lord, 

Eusebius (Hist. Hecles. lib. iii. cap. 24) treats particularly of the order of the Gospels, and especially of 
this evangelist : his observations are of considerable importance, and deserve a place here. Dr. Lardner has 
quoted him at large, Works, vol. iv. p. 224. 

“ Let us,” says he, ‘“ observe the writings of this apostle which are not contradicted by any. And first of 
all must be mentioned, as acknowledged of all, the Gospel according to him, well known to all the Churches 
under heaven. And that it has been justly placed by the ancients the fourth in order, and after the other 
three, may be made evident in this manner. Those admirable and truly Divine men, the apostles of Christ, 
eminently holy in their lives, and, as to their minds, adorned with every virtue, but rude in language, confid- 
ing in the Divine and miraculous power bestowed upon them by our Saviour, neither knew, nor attempted to 
deliver the doctrine of their Master with the artifice and eloquence of words. But using only the demonstra- 
tion of the Divine Spirit, working with them, and the power of Christ performing by them many miracles, they 
spread the knowledge of the kingdom of heaven all over the world. Nor were they greatly concerned about 
the writing of books, being engaged in a more excellent ministry, which was above all human power. Inso- 
much that Paul, the most able of all in the furniture both of words and thoughts, has left nothing in writing, 
beside some very short (or a very few) epistles ; although he was acquainted with innumerable mysteries, hav- 
ing been admitted to the sight and contemplation of things in the third heaven, and been caught up into the 
Divine Paradise, and there allowed to hear unspeakable words. Nor were the rest of our Saviour’s followers 
unacquainted with these things, as the seventy disciples, and many other beside the twelve apostles. Never- 
theless, of all the disciples of our Lord, Matthew and John only have left us any memoirs: who too, as we 
have been informed, were compelled to write by a kind of necessity. For Matthew having first preached to 
the Hebrews, when he was about to go to other people, delivered to them in their own language the Gospel 
according to him, by that writing supplying the want of his presence with those whom he was then leaving. 
And when Mark and Luke had published the Gospels according to them, it is said that John, who all this while 
had preached by word of mouth, was at length induced to write for this reason. The three first written Gos- 
pels being now delivered to all men, and to John himself, it is said that he approved them, and confirmed the 
truth of their narration by his own testimony ; saying there was only wanting a written account of the things 
done by Christ in the former part, and the beginning of his preaching. And certainly that observation is very 
true. For it is easy to perceive that the other three evangelists have recorded only the actions of our Saviour 
for one year after the imprisonment of John, as they themselves declare at the beginning of their history. For, 
after mentioning the forty days’ fast, and the succeeding temptation, Matthew shows the time of the commence- 
ment of his account in these words: When he had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed out of 


Tudea into Galilee. In like manner, Mark: Now after that John, says he, was cast 1xto prison, Jesus came 
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into Galilee. And Luke, before he begins the account of the acts of Jesus, gives a like hint in this manner: 
that Herod added yet this, above all, that he shut up John in prison. For these reasons, as is said, the Apostle 
John was entreated to relate, in the Gospel according to him, the time omitted by the four evangelists, and 
the things done by our Saviour in that space, before the imprisonment of the Baptist. And they add, farther, 
that he himself hints as much, saying, This beginning of miracles did Jesus: as also in the history of the 
acts of Jesus he makes mention of the Baptist as still baptizing in /Enon, nigh unto Salem. And it is thought 
that he expressly declares as much, when he says, For John was not yet cast into prison. John, therefore, 
in the Gospel according to him, relates the things done by Christ while the Baptist was not yet cast into pri- 
son. But the other three evangelists relate the things that followed the Baptist’s confinement. Whoever at- 
tends to these things will not any longer think the evangelists disagree with each other, forasmuch as the Gos- 
pel according to John contains the first actions of Christ, while the others give the history of the following 
time. And for the same reason John has omitted the genealogy of our Saviour according to the flesh, it 
having been recorded before by Matthew and Luke ; but he begins with his divinity, which had been reserved 
by the Holy Ghost for him, as the most excellent person.” The whole of this chapter, with the preceding 
and following, may be profitably consulted by the reader. See also Lardner, Works, vol. iv. 224, and yi. 
156-222. 

Besides the Gospel before us, John is generally reputed to have been the author of the three epistles which 
go under his name, and of the Apocalypse. ‘The former certainly breathe the genuine spirit of this apostle ; 
and are invaluable monuments of his spiritual knowledge and deep piety, as well as of his Divine inspiration : 
as the Gospel and Epistles prove him to have been an evangelist and apostle, his book of Revelations ranks 
him among the profoundest of the prophets. 

Learned men are not wholly agreed about the language in which this Gospel was originally written. Some 
think St. John wrote it in his own native tongue, the Aramean or Syriac, and that it was afterwards trans- 
lated, by rather an unskilful hand, into Greek. ‘This opinion is not supported by strong arguments: That it 
was originally written in Greek is the general and most likely opinion. 

What the design of St. John was, in writing this Gospel, has divided and perplexed many critics and 
learned divines. Some suppose that it was to refute the errors taught by one Cerinthus, who rose up at that 
time, and asserted that Jesus was not born of a virgin, but was the real son of Joseph and Mary ; that, at 
his baptism, the Christ, what we term the Divine nature, descended into him, in the form of a dove, 
by Whose influence he worked all his miracles; and that, when he was about to suffer, this Christ, or 
Divine nature, departed from him, and left the man Jesus to suffer death. See Jreneus, advers. Hereses. 

Others suppose he wrote with the prime design of confuting the heresy of the Gnostics, a class of mon- 
grels who derived their existence from Simon Magus, and who formed their system out of Heathenism, 
Judaism, and Christianity ; and whose peculiar, involved, and obscure opinions cannot be all introduced 
in this place. It is enough to know that, concerning the person of our Lord, they held opinions similar to 
those of Cerinthus ; and that they arrogated to themselves the highest degrees of knowledge and spirituality. 
They supposed that the Supreme Being had all things and beings included, in a certain seminal manner, in 
himself; and that out of Him they were produced. From God, or Bythos, the infinite Abyss, they de- 
rived a multitude of subaltern governors, called ons ; whom they divided into several classes, among which 
we may distinguish the following nine. larnp, Father ; Xapic, Grace ; Movoyevne, First-begotten; Adnveca, 
Truth; Aoyoc, Word; ®ac, Light; Zon, Life; AvSporoc, Man; and ExkAnoca, Church; all these merging 
in what they termed TlAnpwoyua, Fulness, or complete round of being and blessings: terms which are of fre- 
quent occurrence in John’s Gospel, and which some think he has introduced to fix their proper sense, and to 
rescue them from being abused by the Gnostics. But this is not very likely, as the Gnostics themselves ap- 
pealed to St. John’s Gospel for a confirmation of their peculiar opinions, because of his frequent use of the 
above terms. These sentiments, therefore, do not appear to be tenable. 

Professor Michaelis has espoused the opinion, that it was written against the Gnostics and Sabians, and has 
advanced several arguments in its favour; the chief of which are the following. 

“The plan which St. John adopted, to confute the tenets of the Gnostics and the Sabians, was first 
to deliver a set of aphorisms, as counterpositions to these tenets; and then to relate such speeches and 
miracles of Christ as confirmed the truth of what he had advanced. We must not suppose that the 
confutation of the Gnostic and Sabian errors is confined to the fourteen first verses of St. John’s Gospel ; 
for, in the first place, it is evident that many of Christ’s speeches which occur in the following part 
of the Gospel, were selected by the evangelist with a view of proving the positions laid down in these 
fourteen verses; and, secondly, the positions themselves are not proofs, but merely declarations made by the 
evangelist. It is true that for us Christians, who acknowledge the Divine authority of St. John, his bare word 
is sufficient ; but as the apostle had to combat with adversaries who made no such acknowledgment, the only 
method of convincing them was to support his assertion by the authority of Christ himself. 

“ Some of the Gnostics placed the ‘ WORD” above all the other Aons, and next to the Supreme Being : 
put Cerinthus placed the ‘ Only begotten’ first, and then the ‘WORD.’ Now St. John lays down the 
following positions :— 

“1. The Word and the Only begotten are not different, but the same person, chap. i. 14. ‘We beheld 
his glory, as of the only begotten of the Father.’ This is a strong position against the Gv ostics, who sony, 
ascribed all the Divine qualities to the Only begotten. The proofs of this position are; the testimony c. 
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John the Baptist, chap. i. 18, 34; iii. 35, 36; the conversation of Christ with Nicodemus, chap. iii. 
16, 18, in which Christ calls himself the only begotten Son; the speeca delivered by Christ to the Jews, 
chap. v. 17-47; and other passages, in which he calls God his Father. 

“2. The Word was never made, but existed from the beginning, chap. 1. 1. The Gnostics granted that 
the Word existed before the creation; but they did not admit that the Word existed from all eternity. The 
Supreme Being, according to their tenets, and, according to Cerinthus, the only begotten Son likewise, as also 
the matter from which the world was formed, were prior in existence to the Word. This notion is contra- 
dicted by St. John, who asserts that the Word existed from all eternity. As a proof of this position may be 
alleged perhaps what Christ says, chap. vill. 58. 

“3, The Word was in the beginning with God, chap. i. 1, 2. The Gnostics must have maintained a 
contrary doctrine, or St. John, in confuting their tenets, would not have thought it necessary to advance this 
position, since God is omnipresent, and therefore all things are present with him. 

“4. The Word was God, chap. i. 1. The expression, GOD, must be here taken in its highest sense 
or this position will contain nothing contrary to the doctrine of the Gnostics. For they admitted that the 
Word was an Aon, and therefore a deity in the lower sense of the word. The proofs of this position 
are contained in the 5th, 10th, (ver. 30,) and 14th (ver. 7, 11) chapters. 

“5. The Word was the creator of all things, chap. i. 3, 10. This is one of St. John’s principal posi- 
tions against the Gnostics, who asserted that the world was made by a malevolent being. The assertion, 
that the Word was the creator of the world, is equivalent to the assertion, that he was GOD in the highest 
possible sense. In whatever form or manner we may think of God, the notion of Creator is inseparable from 
the notion of Supreme Being. We argue from the creation to the Creator; and this very argument is one 
proof of the existence of God. 

“6. In the Word was life, chap..i. 4. The Gnostics, who considered the different attributes or opera- 
tions of the Almighty, not as so many separate energies, but as so many separate persons, considered Life as 
a distinct AZon from the Word. Without this Alon, the world, they said, would be ina state of torpor; and 
hence they called it not only Life, but the Mother of the living ; from this Zon, therefore, might be expect- 
ed the resurrection of the dead and eternal life. The proofs of this position are in chap. iii. 15, 21; the 
whole of the sixth, and the greatest part of the eighth chapter, as also chap. xiv. 6, 9, 19. But no part of 
St. John’s Gospel is a more complete proof of this position than his full and circumstantial account of the 
resurrection of Lazarus, which the other evangelists had omitted.”—See more in Michaelis’s Introduction to 
the New Testament. And, for a general account of the Locos, see chap. i. at the end. 

Though it is likely that the Gnostics held all these strange doctrines, and that many parts in John’s Gos- 
pel may be successfully quoted against them, yet I must own IJ think the evangelist had a more general 
end in view than the confutation of their heresies. It is more likely that he wrote for the express pur- 
pose of giving the Jews, his countrymen, proper notions of the Messiah and his kingdom ; and to prove that 
Jesus, who had lately appeared among them, was this Curisr. His own words sufficiently inform us of his 
motive, object, and design, in writing this Gospel: These things are written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that, believing, ye might have life through his name, chap. xx. 31. This 
is a design as noble as it is simple; and every way highly becoming the wisdom and goodness of God 
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Usherian years of the World, 3999-4033.—Alexandrian years of the World, 5497-5531.—Antiochian years 
of the World, 5487—5521.—Constantinopolitan A®ra of the World, 5503-5537.—Rabbinical years of the 
World, 3754—3788.—Years of the Julian Period, 4708—4742.— Afra of the Seleucide, 307—-341.—From 
B. C. 5, to A. D. 29.—From An. Olymp. CXCIII. 3, to CCII. 1.—Years of the building of Rome, 748— 
782.—Years of the Julian Aira, 41-75.—Years of the Cesarean Aira of Antioch, 44—78.—Years of 
the Spanish Ara, 34-68.—Years of the Paschal Cycle, or Dionysian Period, 529-31.—Years of the 
Christian Lunar Cycle, or Golden Number, 15—11.—Years of the Rabbinical Lunar Cycle, 12—8.— Years 
of the Solar Cycle, 4-10.—F rom the 25th year of the reign of the Emperor Augustus to the 18th of that 
of Tiberius. 

N. B. As it was impossible to ascertain the precise dates of several transactions recorded in this Gospel, I 
have constructed the above Chronology in all the AZras which it includes, so as to comprehend the whole 
of our Lord’s life on earth, from his conception to his ascension, which is generally allowed to comprise 


the space of 34 years. 


Therefore, 34, added to the first date in any of the above AZras, gives the second 


date ; e. g. Usherian year of the world, 3999 X 34==4033, and so of the rest. 


CHAPTER I. 


The eternity of the Divine Logos, or Word of God, the dispenser of light and life, 1-5. 

The incarnation of the Logos or Word of God, 14. 
The priests and Levites question him concerning his mission and his baptism, 
fis farther testimony on seeing Christ, 29-34. 


John the Baptist, 6-13. 
ing the Logos, 15-18. 


19-22. Ms answer, 23-28. 


two of his disciples, who thereupon follow Jesus, 35-37. 
wnviles his brother, Simon Peter; Christ’s address to him, 40—42. 
Christ’s character of Nathanael, 47. 


vites Nathanael, 43-46. 
and this disciple, 48-51. 


[NX the beginning * was the Word, 
and the Word was ” with God, 
© and the Word was God. 


Ante Orbem 
conditum. 


The mission of 
John’s testimony concern- 


He points him out to 
Christ’s address to them, 38, 39. Andrew 
Christ calls Philip, and Philip in- 
A remarkable conversation between him 


Ante Orbem 


2 4 The same was in the begin- ( 
conditum. 


ning with God. ‘ 
3 ° All things were made by him; and with 


a Prov. vili. 22, 23, &c.; Col. i, 17; 1 John i. 1; Rev. i. 2; xix. 
13. b Proy. vill. 30; chap. xvii. 5; 1 John i. 2. 


NOTES ON CHAP. I. 

John’s introduction is from ver. 1 to ver. 18, in- 
clusive. Some harmonists suppose it to end with ver. 
14; but, from the connection of the whole, ver. 18 
appears to be its natural close, as it contains a reason 
why the Logos or Word was made flesh. Verse 15 
refers to ver. 6, 7, and 8, and in these passages John’s 
testimony is anticipated in order of time, and is very 
fitly mentioned to illustrate Christ’s pre-eminence.— 
Verses 16 and 17 have a plain reference to ver. 14. 
See Bp. Newcome. 


Verse 1. In the begumning] That is, before any 
thing was formed—ere God began the great work of 
creation, This is the meaning of the word in Gen. i. 
1, to which the evangelist evidently alludes. This 


¢ Phil. ii. 6; 1 John v. 7.——4 Genesis i. 1. ¢ Psa. xxxill. 6; 
Col. i. 16; ver. 10; Eph. iii. 9; Heb. 1.2; Rev. iv. 11 


phrase fully proves, in the mouth of an inspired writer, 
that Jesus Christ was no part of the creation, as he 
existed when no part of that existed; and that conse- 
quently he is no creature, as all created nature was 
formed by him: for without him was nothing made 
that is made, ver. 3. Now, as what was before cre- 
ation must be eternal, and as what gave being to all 
things, could not have borrowed or derived its being 
from any thing, therefore Jesus, who was before all 
things and who made all things, must necessarily be 
the ETERNAL Gop. 

Was the Word] Or, existed the Logos. ‘This 
term should be left untranslated, for the very same 
reason why the names Jesus and Christ are left un- 
translated. The first I consider as proper an apella- 
tive of the Saviour of the world as I do either of the 

511 


Christ the creator and ST. JOHN. giver of light and hfe 
j i j ; . A.M. I. 
A.M.1. out him was not any thing made| 5 And * the light shineth in dark- apa 
BC. 4004 that was made. ness; and the darkness compre- hoe hae 
sa 4 fIn him was life; and £ the life| hended it not. 1656. 
was the light of men. 6 % i There was a man_ sent 
f Chapter v. 26; 1 John v. 11——8 Chapter viii. 12; ix. 5;]® Chap. in. 19, Malachi iii. 1; Matthew iii. 1; Luke iii. 


xii. 35, 46. 


2; verse 33. 


two last. And as it would-be highly improper to say, 
the Deliverer, the Anointed, instead of Jesus Christ, 
so I deem it improper to say, the Word, instead of 
the Logos. But as every appellative of the Saviour 
of the world was descriptive of some excellence in his 
person, nature, or work, so the epithet Aoyoc, Logos, 
which signifies a word spoken, speech, eloquence, doc- 
trine, reason, or the faculty of reasoning, is very pro- 
perly applied to him, who is the true light which light- 
eth every man who cometh into the world, ver. 9; who 
is the fountain of all wisdom; who giveth being, life, 
light, knowledge, and reason, to all men; who is the 
grand Source of revelation, who has declared God unto 
mankind ; who spake by the prophets, for the testumony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, Rev. xix. 10; who 
has illustrated life and immortality by his Gospel, 2 
Tim. i. 10; and who has fully made manifest the deep 
mysteries which lay hidden in the bosom of the invi- 
sible God from all eternity, Johni. 18. 

The apostle does not borrow this mode of speech 
from the writings of Plato, as some have imagined : 
he took it from the Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
and from the subsequent style of the ancient Jews.— 
It is true the Platonists make mention of the Logos 
in this way :—xaW 6v, aee ovra, Ta yevopteva eyeveto— 
by whom, eternally existing, all things were made. 
But as Plato, Pythagoras, Zeno, and others, travelled 
among the Jews, and conversed with them, it is rea: 
sonable to suppose that they borrowed this, with many 
others of their most important notions and doctrines, 
from them. 

And the Word was God.| Or, God was the Logos: 
therefore no subordinate being, no second to the Most 
High, but the supreme eternal Jehovah. 

Verse 3. All things were made by him] ‘That is, 
by this Logos. In Gen. i. 1, Gop is said to have 
created all things: in this verse, Christ is said to have 
created all things: the same unerring Spirit spoke in 
Moses and in the evangelists: therefore Christ and 
the Father are Onz. To say that Christ made all 
things by a delegated power from God is absurd ; be- 
cause the thing is impossible. Creation means caus- 
ing that to exist that had no previous being: this is 
evidently a work which can be effected only by omni- 
potence. Now, God cannot delegate his omnipotence 
to another: were this possible, he ¢o whom this omni- 
potence was delegated would, in consequence, become 
Gop; and he from whom it was delegated would cease 
to be such: for it is impossible that there should be 
two omnipotent beings. 

On these important passages I find that many emi- 
nently learned men differ from me: it seems they can- 
not be of my opinion, and I feel I cannot be of theirs. 
May He, who is the Light and the Truth, guide them 
and me into all truth! 

Verse 4. In him was life] Many MSS., versions, 
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and fathers, connect this with the preceding verse, 
thus: All things were made by him, and without him 
was nothing made. What was made had life in wt ; 
but THis Lire was the light of men. That is, though 
every thing he made had a principle of life in it, whe- 
ther vegetable, animal, or wtellectual, yet this, that 
life or animal principle in the human being, was not 
the light of men; not that light which could guide 
them to heaven, for the world by wisdom knew not 
God, 1 Cor. i, 21. Therefore, the expression, in him 
was life, is not to be understood of life natural, but 
of that life eternal which he revealed to the world, 
2 Tim. i. 10, to which he taught the way, chap. xiv. 
6, which he promised to believers, chap. x. 28, which 
he purchased for them, chap. vi. 51, 53, 54, which he 
is appointed to give them, chap. xvii. 2, and to which 
he will raise them up, ver. 29, because he hath the life 
in himself, ver. 26. All this may be proved: 1. 
From the like expressions; 1 John v. 11, Thas is the 
promise that God hath given unto us, eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son: whence he is styled the true 
God and eternal life, ver. 20; the resurrection and the 
life, chap. xi. 25; the way, the truth, and the life, 
chap. xiv. 6. 2. From these words, ver. 7, John 
came to bear witness of this light, that all might be- 
lieve through him, viz. to eternal life, 1 Tim. i. 16; 
for so John witnesseth, chap. iii. 15, 36. And hence 
it follows that this life must be the light of men, by 
giving them the knowledge of this life, and of the way 
leading to it. See Whitby on the place. Is there 
any reference here to Gen. iii. 20: And Adam called 
his wife’s name Eve, 71M chava, Zon, LIFE, because 
she was the mother of all diwzng 2? And was not Jesus 
that seed of the woman that was to bruise the head 
of the serpent, and to give life to the world ? 

Verse 5. And the light shineth in darkness] By 
darkness here may be understood: 1. The heather 
world, Eph. v. 8. 2. The Jewish people. 3. The 
fallen spirit of man. 

Comprehended it not.) Avro ov KareAaBev, Pre- 
vented it not—hindered it not, says Mr. Wakefield, 
who adds the following judicious note :—‘ Even in the 
midst of that darkness of ignorance and idolatry which 
overspread the world, this light of Divine wisdom was 
not totally eclipsed: the Jewish nation was a lamp 
perpetually shining to the surrounding nations; and 
many bright luminaries, among the heathen, were never 
wanting in just and worthy notions of the attributes 
and providence of God’s wisdom ; which enabled them 
to shine in some degree, though but as lights in a dark 
place, 2 Pet. i. 19. Compare Acts xiv. 17; xvij 
28, 29.” 

Verse 6. Whose name was John.] This was 
John the Baptist; see his. name and the nature 
of his office explained, Mark i. 4, and Matt. iii, 
1-3. 
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to bear witness of the Light, that all men 
through him might believe. 

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to 
bear witness of that Light. 
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which lighteth every man that com- Pe 


eth into the world, =e 
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received him not. 
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Verse 7. That all men through him might believe.] 
He testified that Jesus was the irwe light—the true 
teacher of the way to the kingdom of glory, and the 
lamb or sacrifice of God, which was to bear away the 
sin of the world, ver. 29, and invited men to believe 
in him for the remission of their sins, that they might 
receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost, ver. 32—34. 
This was bearing the most direct witness to the light 
which was now shining in the dark wilderness of 
Judea; and, from thence, shortly to be diffused over 
the whole world. 

Verse 9. Which lighteth every man] As Christ is 
the Spring and Fountain of all wisdom, so all the wis- 
dom that is in man comes from isn; the human intel- 
lect is a ray from his brightness; and reason itself 
springs from this Logos, the eternal reason. Some of 
the most eminent rabbins understand Isa. Ix. 1, Rise 
and shine, for thy LicHT is come, of the Messiah; 
who was to illuminate Israel, and who, they believe, 
was referred to iti that word, Gen. i. 8, And God 
said, Let there be uicut; and there was light. Let 
a Messiah be provided; and a Messiah was accord- 
ingly provided. See Schoetigen. 

That cometh into the world.| Or, coming into the 
world—epxowevov ecg Tov Koo“wov: a common phrase 
among the rabbins, to express every human being. 
As the human creature sees the light of the world as 
soon as it is born, from which it had been excluded 
while in the womb of its parent ; in like manner, this 
heavenly light shines into the soul of every man, to 
convince of sin, righteousness, and judgment; and it 
is through this light, which no man brings into the 
world with him, but which Christ mercifully gives to 
him on his coming into it, that what is termed con- 
science among men is produced. No man could dis- 
cern good from evil, were it not for this light thus 
supernaturally and graciously restored. There was 
much light in the law, but this shone only upon the 
Jews; but the superior light of the Gospel is to be 
diffused over the face of the whole earth. 

The following not only proves what is asserted in 
this verse, but is also an excellent illustration of it. 

The Gayarnri, or holiest verse of the Vepas, i. e. 
the ancient Hindoo Scriptures. 

“ Let us adore the supremacy of ¢hat divine Sun, 
the Godhead who illuminates all, who re-creates all ; 
from whom all proceed; to whom all must return ; 
whom we invoke to direct our understandings aright, 
in our progress towards his holy seat.” 


The ancient comment. 


“ What the sun and light are to this visible world, 
that are the supreme good and truth to the intellectual 
Vout. I. © 330 ) 


atid invisible universe; and, as our corporeal eyes 
have a distinct perception of objects enlightened by the 
sun, thus our souls acquire certain knowledge by me- 
ditating on the light of truth, which emanates from the 
Being of beings; that is the light by which alone our 
minds can be directed in the path to blessedness.” 
Sir Wm. Jonés’s works, vol. vi. p. 417. 

Sir William observes that the original word Bhargas, 
which he translates Godhead, consists of three conso- 
nants, and is derived from bha, to shine; ram, to de- 
light; and gam, to move :=+the Being who is the 
hight, the source of happiness, and the all-pervading 
energy. 

Verse 10. He was in the world] From its very 
commencement—he governed the universe—regulated 
his Churech—spake by his prophets—and oftén, as the 
angel ot messenger of Jehovah, appeared to them, and 
to the patriarchs. 

The world knew him not.)  Avtov ove eyvo—Did 
not acknowledge him; for the Jewish rulers knew well 
enough that he was a teacher come from God; but 
they did not choose to acknowledge him as such. 
Men love the world; and this love hinders them from 
knowing him who made it, though he made it only to 
make himself known. Christ, by whom all things 
were made, ver. 3, and by whom all things are con- 
tinually supported, Col. i. 16, 17; Heb. 1. 3, has way 
every where, is continually manifesting himself by 
his providence and by his grace, and yet the foolish 
heart of man regardeth it not! See the reason, chap. 
iii. 19. 

Verse 11. He came unto his own] Ta wdva—to 
those of his own family, city, country :—and his own 
people, oi wror—his own citizens, brethren, subjects. 

The Septuagint, Josephus, and Arrian, use these 
words, 7a dca and of cdcor, in the different senses given 
them above. ; 

Received him not.| Would not acknowledge him 
as the Messiah, nor believe in him for salvation. 

How very similar to this are the words of Creeshna; 
(an incarnation of the Supreme Being, according to 
the theology of the ancient Hindoos!) Addressing 
one of his disciples, he says: ‘The foolish, being 
unacquainted with my supreme and divine nature, as 
Lord of all things, despise me in this human form} 
trusting to the evil, diabolic, and deceitful principle 
within them. They are of vain hope, of vain endea= 
yours, of vain wisdom, and void of reason; whilst 
men of great minds, trusting to their divine natures, 
discover that I am before all things, and incorruptible, 
and serve me with their hearts undiverted by other 
beings.” See Bhagvat Geeta, p. 79. 

To receive Christ is to acknowledge him as the 
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_A-D. 29. the sons of God, even to them that 


believe on his name ; 
13 4 Which were born, not of blood, nor of 


©[sa. lvi. 5; Rom. viii. 15; Gal. il. 26; 2 Petgas ot John 
iit. 1.——? Or, the right, or, privilege. 4 Chap. iii. 5 ; James 
i 18; 1 Pet. i. 23. 


ST. JOHN. 


reception in the world. 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will ce grea 
of man, but of God. A. D. 26 to 
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promised Messiah ; to believe in him as the victun 
that bears away the sin of the world; to obey his 
Gospel, and to become a partaker of his holiness, 
without which no man, on the Gospel plan, can ever 
see God. 

Verse 12. Gave he power] Efovorav, Privilege, 
honour, dignity, or right. He who is made a child 
of God enjoys the greatest privilege which the Divine 
Being can confer on this side eternity. Those who ac- 
cept Jesus Christ, as he is offered to them in the Gospel, 
have, through his blood, a right to this sonship; for 
by that sacrifice this blessing was purchased ; and the 
fullest promises of God confirm it to all who believe. 
And those who are engrafted in the heavenly family 
have the highest honour and dignity to which it is 
possible for a human soul to arrive. What an aston- 
ishing thought is this! The sinner, who was an heir 
to all God’s curses, has, through the sacrifice of Jesus, 
a claim on the mercy of the Most High, and a right 
to be saved! Even justice itself, on the ground of its 
holy and eternal nature, gives salvation to the vilest 
who take refuge in this atonement; for justice has 
nothing to grant, or Heaven to give, which the blood 
of the Son of God has not merited. 

Verse 13. Which were born, not of blood] Who 
were regenerated, ove ef aivatwv, not of bloods—the 
union of father and mother, or of a distinguished or 
illustrious ancestry ; for the Hebrew language makes 
use of the plural to point out the dignity or excellence 
of a thing: and probably by this the evangelist in- 
tended to show his countrymen, that having Abraham 
and Sarah for their parents would not entitle them to 
the blessings of the new covenant; as no man could 
lay claim to them, but in consequence of being born of 
God; therefore, neither the will of the jflesh—any 
thing that the corrupt heart of man could purpose or 
determine in its own behalf; nor the will of man—any 
thing that another may be disposed to do in our behalf, 
can avail here; this new birth must come through the 
wil of God—through his own unlimited power and 
boundless mercy, prescribing salvation by Christ Jesus 
alone. It has been already observed that the Jews 
required circumcision, baptism, and sacrifice, in order 
to make a proselyte. They allow that the Israelites 
had in Egypt cast off circumcision, and were conse- 
quently out of the covenant ; but at length they were 
circumcised, and they mingled the blood of cireumci- 
sion with the blood of the paschal lamb, and from this 
union of bloods they were again made the children of 
God. See Lightfoot. This was the only way by 
which the Jews could be made the sons of God ; but 
the evangelist shows them that, under the Gospel dis- 
pensation, no person could become a child of God, but 
oy being spiritually regenerated. 
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Verse 14. And the Word was made flesh] That 
very person who was in the beginning—who was with 
God—and who was God, ver. 1, in the fulness of time 
became flesh—became incarnated by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin. Allowing 
this apostle to have written by Divine inspiration, is 
not this verse, taken in connection with ver. 1, an 
absolute and incontestable proof of the proper and 
eternal Godhead of Christ Jesus ? 

And dwelt among us| Kat eoxnvecer ev nv, And 
tabernacled among us: the human nature which he 
took of the virgin, being as the shrine, house, or tem- 
ple, in which his immaculate Deity condescended to 
dwell. The word is probably an allusion to the 
Divine Shechinah in the Jewish temple; and as God 
has represented the whole Gospel dispensation by the 
types and ceremonies of the old covenant, se the 
Shechinah in the tabernacle and temple pointed out 
this manifestation of God in the flesh. The word is 
thus used by the Jewish writers: it signifies with 
them a manifestation of the Divine Shechinah. 

The original word, oxnvow, from oka, a shadow, 
signifies: 1. To build a booth, tent, or temporary hut, 
for present shelter or convenience ; and does not pro- 
perly signify a lasting habitation or dwelling place ; 
and is therefore fitly applied to the human nature of 
Christ, which, like the tabernacle of old, was to be 
here only for a temporary residence for the eternal 
Divinity. 2. It signifies to erect such a building as 
was used on festival occasions, when a man invited 
and enjoyed the company of his friends. To this 
meaning of the word, which is a common one in the 
best Greek writers, the evangelist might allude, to 
point out Christ’s associating his disciples with him- 
self; living, conversing, eating, and drinking with 
them: so that, while they had the fullest proof of his 
Divinity by the miracles which he wrought, they had 
the clearest evidence of his humanity, by his taber- 
nacling among, eating, drinking, and conversing with 
them. Concerning the various acceptations of the 
verb oknvow, see Raphelius on this verse. 

The doctrine of vicarious sacrifice and the incarna- 
tion of the Deity have prevailed among the most 
ancient nations in the world, and even among those 
which were not favoured with the letter of Divine re- 
velation. The Hindoos believe that their god has 
already become incarnate, not less than nine times, 
to save the wretched race of man. 

On this subject, Creeshna, an incarnation of the 
supreme God, according to the Hindoo theology, is 
represented in the Bhagvat Geeta, as thus addressing 
one of his disciples: “ Although I am not in my 
nature subject to birth or decay, and am the Lord of 


| all created beings, yet, having command over my 
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own nature, I am made evident by my own power; 
and, as often as there is a decline of virtue and an 
insurrection of vice and injustice in the world, 1 make 
myself evident; and thus I appear from age to age, 
for the preservation of the just, the destruction of the 
wicked, and the establishment of virtue.” Geeta, 
pp. 51, 52. 

The following piece, already mentioned, Luke i. 68, 
translated from the Sanscreet, found on a stone, in a 
cave near the ancient city of Gya in the East Indies, 
is the most astonishing and important of any thing 
found out of the compass of the Sacred Writings, and 
a proper illustration of this text. 

“The Deity, who is the Lord, the possessor of all, 
APPEARED in this ocean of natural beings, at the begin- 
ning of the Kalee Yoog (the age of contention and 
baseness.) He who is omnipresent, and everlastingly 
to be contemplated, the Supreme Being, the eternal 
One, the Divinity worthy to be adored—apprareD 
here, with a PorTION of his DivINE NaTURE. Reverence 
be unto thee in the form of (a) Bood-dha! Reverence 
be unto the Lord of the earth! Reverence be unto 
thee, an INCARNATION of the Deity, and the 
Eternal One! Reverence be unto thee, O GOD! in 
the form of the God of mercy! the dzspeller of Pain 
and TrouBLEe, the Lord of aut things, the Deity who 
overcometh the sins of the Kalee Yoog, the guardian 
of the universe, the emblem of merey towards those 
who serve thee! (4) O’ M! the possessor of all 
things, in VITAL FORM! Thou art (c) Brahma, 
(d) Veeshnoo, and (e) Mahesa! Thou art Lord of 
the universe! Thou art under the form of all things, 
movable and immovable, the possessor of the whole! 
And thus I adore thee! Reverence be unto the 
BESTOWER of SALVATION, and the ruler of the 
faculties! Reverence be unto thee, the DESTROYER 
of the EVIL SPIRIT! O Damordara, (f) show 
me favour! I adore thee who art celebrated by a 
thousand names, and under various forms, in the 


(a) Bood-dha. ‘The name of the Deity, as author of 
happiness. ; 

(6) OM. A mystic emblem of the Deity, forbidden to 
be pronounced but in silence. It is a syllable formed of 
the Sanscreet letters 4,56, which in composition coa- 
lesce, and make 6, and the nasal consonant m. The first 
letter stands for the Creator, the second for the Preserver, 
and the third for the Destroyer. It is the same among 
the Hindoos as yyy» Yehovah is among the Hebrews. 

(c) Brahma, the Deity in his creative quality. 

(d) Veeshnoo. He who filleth all space: the Deity in 
his preserving quality. 

(e) Mahesa. The Deity in his destroying quality. 

This is properly the Hindoo Trinity: for these three 
names belong to the same God. See the notes to the 
Bhagvat Geeta. : 

(f) Damordara, or Darmadévé, the Indian god of virtue. 
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CHAP. L 


concerning Christ. 


red before me: Y for he was be- pe ee 

fore me. 
16 And of his % fulness have all 

we received, and grace for grace. 
17 For * the law was given by Moses, but 


An. Olymp. 
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z Chap. il. 34; Eph. i. 6,7, 8; 


y Chap. viii. 58; Col. i. 17. 
a Exod. xx. 1, &c.; Deut. iv. 44, v. 13 


Col. i. 19; ii. 9, 10, 
Xxxill. 4, 


shape of Bood-dha, the God of mercy! 
tious, O most high God!” 
i. p. 284, 285. 

We beheld his glory| This refers to the transfigu- 
ration, at which John was present, in company with 
Peter and James. 

The glory as of the only begotten] That is, such a 
glory as became, or was proper to, the Son of God; 
for thus the particle &¢ should be here understood. 
There is also here an allusion to the manifestations of 
God above the ark in the tabernacle: see Exod. xxv. 
22; Num. vii. 89; and this connects itself with the 
first clause, he tabernacled, or fixed his tent among us. 
While God dwelt in the tabernacle, among the Jews, 
the priests saw his glory; and while Jesus dwelt 
among men his glory was manifested in his gracious 
words and miraculous acts. 

The only begotien of the Father] That is, the only 
person born of a woman, whose human nature never 
came by the ordinary way of generation; it being a 
mere creation in the womb of the virgin, by the energy 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Full of grace and truth.] Full of favour, kindness, 
and mercy to men; teaching the way to the kingdom 
of God, with all the simplicity, plainness, dignity, 
and energy of truth. 

Verse 15. Of him] The glorious personage before 
mentioned: John the Baptist, whose history was well 
known to the persons to whom this Gospel came in 
the beginning, dare witness; and he cried,—being 
deeply convinced of the importance and truth of the 
subject, he delivered his testimony with the utmost 
zeal and earnestness,—saying, This is he of whom 
I spake, He that cometh after me—for I am no other 
than the voice of the crier in the wilderness, Isa. xl. 
3, the forerunner of the Messiah. 

Was before me.| Speaking by the prophets, and 
warning your fathers to repent and return to God, as 
I now warn you; for he was before me—he was from 
eternity, and from him I have derived both my being 
and my ministry. 

Verse 16. This verse should be put in place of the 
jifteenth, and the 15th inserted between the 18th and 
19th, which appears to be its proper place: thus 
John’s testimony is properly connected. 

And of his fulness] Of the plenitude of his grace 
and mercy, by which he made an atonement for sin, 
and of the plenitude of his wisdom and truth, by which 
the mysteries of heaven have been revealed, and the 
science of eternal truth taught, we have all received : 
all we apostles have received grace or mercy to pardon 
our sins, and truth to:enable us so to write and speak, 
concerning these things, that those who attend to our 
testimony shall be unerringly directed in the way of 
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salvation, and with us continue to receive grace upon 
grace, one blessing after another, till they are filled 
with all the fulness of God. I believe the above to 
be the meaning of the evangelist, and think it improper 
to distract the mind of the reader with the various 
translations and definitions which have been given of 
the phrase, grace for grace. It is only necessary to 
add, that John seems here to refer to the Gospel as 
succeeding the law: the law was certainly a dispen- 
sation both of grace and truth; for it pointed out the 
gracious design of God to save men by Christ Jesus ; 
and it was at least a most expressive and well-defined 
shadow of good things to come : but the Gospel, which 
had now taken place, introduced that plenitude of 
grace and truth to the whole world, which the law 
had only shadowed forth to the Jewish people, and 
which they imagined should have been restrained to 
themselves alone. In the most gracious economy of 
God, one dispensation of mercy and truth is designed 
to make way for, and to be followed by, another and 
a greater: thus the law succeeded the patriarchal 
dispensation, and the Gospel the law; more and 
more of the plenitude of the grace of the Gospel 
becomes daily manifest to the genuine followers of 
Christ ; and, to those who are faithful unto death, a 
heaven full of eternal glory will soon succeed to the 
grace of the Gospel. To illustrate this point more 
fully, the following passage in Philo the Jew has been 
adduced: ‘God is always sparing of his first bless- 
ings or graces, (tpwtag yapirac,) and afterwards gives 
other graces wpon them, (av7’ exevvwv,) and a third sort 
upon the second, and always new ones upon old ones, 
sometimes of a different kind, and at other times of 
the same sort.” Vol. i. p. 254, ed. Mang. In the 
above passage the preposition avr, for, is used thrice 
in the sense of em, upon. To confirm the above 
interpretation Bp. Pearce produces the following 
quotations. Ecclus. xxvi. 15: Xapic exe yapite yuvn 
aoyvvtTnpa—A modest woman is a grace upon a grace, 
i. e. a double grace or blessing. Euripides uses the 
yery same phrase with John, where he makes Theocly- 
menus say to Helena, Xapic¢ avtt yapitog eAdeTo, 
May grace upon grace come to you! Helenv. 1250. 
ed. Barn. 

Verse 17. The law was given by Moses] Moses 
received the law from God, and through him it was 
given to the Jews, Acts vii. 38. 

But grace and truth| Which he had already men- 
tioned, and which were to be the subject of the book 
which he was now writing, came to all mankind 
through Jesus Christ, who is the mediator of the new 
covenant, as Moses was of the old: Heb. viii. 6; 
ix. 15; Gal. ili. 19. See a fine discourse on this 
text by Mr. Claude, “ Essay on the Composition of a 
Sermon,” vol. i. p. 119, &e. edit. Lond. 1788. 

The law of Moses, however excellent in itself, was 


from the justice and holiness of God, and was intended 
to convict men of sin, that the way of the Gospel 
might be the better prepared, it was a law of rzgour, 
condemnation, and death: Rom. iv. 15; 2 Cor. iil. 
7,8. It was a law of shadows, types, and figures: 
Heb. x. 1, and incapable of expiating sin by its sacri- 
fices : Rom. viii. 3; Heb. vii. 18, 19; x. 1, J1. 
But Christ has brought that grace which is opposed to 
condemnation: Rom. v. 15, 20,21; viii. 1; Gal. iii. 
10; and he is himself the spirit and substance of .all 
those shadows: Col. ii. 19; Heb. x. 1. 

Jesus Christ.| Jesus the Curist, the Messiah, or 
anointed prophet, priest, and king, sent from heaven. 
To what has already been said on the important name 
Jesus, (See Matt. i. 21, and the places there referred 
to,) I shall add the following explanation, chiefly taken 
from Professor Schultens, who has given a better view 
of the ideal meaning of the root pw yashd, than any 
other divine or critic. 2 

He observes that this root, in its true force, meaning, 
and majesty, both in Hebrew and Arabic, includes the 
ideas of amplitude, expansion, and space, and should 
be translated, he was spacious—open—ample ; and, 
particularly, he possessed a spacious or extensive 
degree or rank: and is applied, 1. To a person pos- 
sessing abundance of riches. 2. To one possessing 
abundant power. 3. To one possessing abundant or 
extensive knowledge. 4. 'To one possessing abundance 
of happiness, beatitude, and glory. Hence we may 
learn the true meaning of Zech. ix. 9: Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion—behold, thy king cometh unto 
thee; he is sust, and having SALVATION :—j"'win—he 
is possessed of all power to enrich, strengthen, teach, 
enlarge, and raise to glory and happiness, them who 
trust in him. Man by nature is in want and poverty : 
in abjectness and weakness: in darkness and 1gno- 
rance: in straits and captivity: in wretchedness and 
infamy. His Redeemer is called Nw JESUS— 
he who looses, enlarges, and endows with salvation. 
1. He enriches man’s poverty: 2. strengthens his 
weakness: 3. teaches his ignorance: 4. brings him 
out of straits and difficulties: and 5. raises him ‘to 
happiness, beatitude, and glory. And the aggregate 
of these is saLvaTion. Hence that saying, Mis 
name shall be called Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins. See Schuliens Origines 
Hebree, p. 15. 

Verse 18. No man hath seen God at any time] 
Moses and others heard his voice, and saw the cloud 
and the fire, which were the symbols of his presence ; 
but such a manifestation of God as had now taken 
place, in the person of Jesus Christ, had never before 
been exhibited to the world. It is likely that the word 
seen, here, is put for known, as in chap. iii. 32; 1 
John iii. 2, 6, and 3d Epist. ver. 113; and this sense 
the latter clause of the verse seems to require :—No 


little in comparison of the Gospel: as it proceeded | man, how highly soever favoured, hath fully known 
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1. 


The testimony of John to 


iy nig i 19 §f And this is £ the record of 


An. Olymp. John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, Who art thou ? 

20 And & he confessed, and denied not; but 
confessed, I am not the Christ. 

21 And they asked him, What then? Art 
thou * Elias? And he saith, Iam not. Art 
thou ‘ that * prophet? And he answered, No. 

22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? 
that we may give an answer to them that sent 
us. What sayest thou of thyself? 


fChap. v. 33. & Luke iii. 15; chap. iii. 28; 
h Mal. iv. 5; Matt. xvii. 10. 


Acts! xii: 25; 
1 Deut. xviii. 15, 18. 


God, at any time, in any nation or age; the only be- 
gotten Son, (see on verse 14,) who is in the bosom of 
the Father, who was intimately acquainted with all 
the counsels of the Most High, he hath declared him, 
eSyynoato, hath announced the Divine oracles unto 
men; for in this sense the word is used by the best 
Greek writers. See Kypke in loco. 

Lying in the bosom, is spoken of in reference to the 
Asiatic custom of reclining while at meals ; the person 
who was next the other was said to lie in his bosom; 
and he who had this place in reference to the master 
of the feast was supposed to share his peculiar regards, 
and to be in a state of the utmost favour and intimacy 
with him. 

Verse 19. And this is the record of John] He per- 
sisted in this assertion, testifying to the Jews that this 
Jesus was THE CurisT. 

Verse 20. He confessed, and denied not ; but con- 
fessed| A common mode of Jewish phraseology. 
John renounces himself, that Jesus may be all in all. 
Though God had highly honoured him, and favoured 
him with peculiar influence in the discharge of his 
work, yet he considered he had nothing but what he 
had received, and therefore, giving all praise to his 
benefactor, takes care to direct the attention of the 
people to him alone from whom he had received his 
mercies. He who makes use of God’s gifts to feed 
and strengthen his pride and vanity will be sure to be 
stripped of the goods wherein he trusts, and fall down 
into the condemnation of the devil, We have nothing 
but what we have received; we deserve nothing of 
what we possess; and it is only God’s infinite mercy 
which keeps us in the possession of the blessings which 
we now enjoy. 

Verse 21. Art thou Elias ?| The scribes themselves 
had taught that Elijah was to come before the Messiah. 
See Matt. xvii. 10 ; and this belief of theirs they sup- 
ported by a literal construction of Mal. iv. 5. 

Art thou that préphet ?] The prophet spoken of by 
Moses, Deut. xviii. 15, 18. This text they had also 
misunderstood : for the prophet or teacher promised by 
Moses was no other than the Messiah himself. See 
Acts iii. 22. But the Jews had a tradition that Jere- 
miah was to return to life, and restore the pot of manna, 
the ark of the covenant, &c., which he had hidden that 

] 


CHAP. I: 


the priests and Levites 


23 1He said, I am the voice of ae 
one crying in the wilderness, Make An. eee. 
straight the way of the Lord, as 
= said the prophet Esaias. 

24 And they which were sent were of the 
Pharisees. 

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, 
Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 

26 John answered them, saying, *I baptize 
with water: ° but there standeth one among you, 
whom ye know not; 


k Or a prophet. 
lil. 28. 


1 Matt. iii. 3; Mark i. 3; Luke iii. 4; chap. 
mJsa, xl. 3. 0 Matt. iii. 11. © Mal. ii. L. 


the Babylonians might not get them. Besides this, 
they had a general expectation that all the prophets 
should come to life in the days of the Messiah. 

I am not.) Iam not the prophet which you ex- 
pect, nor Elijah: though he was the Elijah that was 
to come; for in the spirit and power of that eminent 
prophet he came, proclaiming the necessity of refor- 
mation in Israel. See Matt. xi. 14; xvii. 10-13. 

Verse 22. That we may give an answer to them that 
sent us.| These Pharisees were probably a deputation 
from the grand Sanhedrin; the members of which, 
hearing of the success of the Baptist’s preaching, 
were puzzled to know what to make of him, and 
seriously desired to hear from himself what he pro- 
fessed to be. 

Verse 23. I am the voice of one crying] 
notes on Matt. ii. 3; Mark i. 4, 5. 

Verse 25. Why baptizest thou then?] Baptism was 
a very common ceremony among the Jews, who never 
received a proselyte into the full enjoyment of a Jew’s 
privileges, till he was both baptized and circum- 
cised. But such baptisms were never performed 
except by an ordinance of the Sanhedrin, or in the 
presence of three magistrates: besides, they never 
baptized any Jew or Jewess, nor even those who were 
the children of their proselytes ; for, as all these were 
considered as born in the covenant, they had no need 
of baptism, which was used only as an introductory 
rite. Now, as John had, in this respect, altered the 
common custom so very essentially, admitting to his 
baptism the Jews in general, the Sanhedrin took it for 
granted that no man had authority to make such changes, 
unless especially commissioned from on high ; and that 
only the prophet, or Elijah, or the Messiah himself, 
could have authority to act as John did. See the ob- 
servations at the conclusion of Mark. 

Verse 26. I baptize with water] See on Mark i. 8, 
I use the common form, though I direct the baptized 
to a different end, viz. that they shall repent of their 
sins, and believe in the Messiah. 

There standeth one among you] That is, the person 
whose forerunner I am is now dwelling in the land of 
Judea, and will shortly make his appearance among 
you. Christ was not present when John spoke thus, 
as may be seen from ver. 29. 
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See the 


John announces Jesus 


27 »He it is, who coming after 
An. Olymp. me is preferred before me, whose 
es a shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 
unloose. 

28 These things were done 1in Bethabara 
beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

29 Y The next day John seeth Jesus com- 
ing unto him, and saith, Behold * the Lamb of 
God, * which t taketh away the sin of the world. 

30 "This is he of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man which is preferred before me : 
for he was before me. 

31 And I knew him not: but that he should 


A, M, 4030, 
A. D. 26. 


ST. JOHN. 


as the Lamb of God. 


be made manifest to Israel, * there- i ag 


fore am I come baptizing with An. Olymp. 
water. ae 

32 w And John bare record, saying, I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, 
and it abode upon him. 

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit de- 
scending, and remaining on him, * the same is 
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

34 And I saw, and bare record that this is 
the Son of God. 


p Ver. 15, 30; Acts xix. 4——4 Judges vii, 24; chap. x. 40. 
r Exod. xii. 3; Isa. liii. 7; ver. 36; Acts vill. 32; | Pett. 9); 
Rev. v. 6, &c. sJsa. hii. 11; 1 Cor. xv. 3; Gal. i.4; Heb. 
i. 3; ii. 17; ix, 28; 1 Pet. ii. 24; iii. 18; 1 John i. 25 i. 55 


Verse 27. Is preferred before me] ‘Oc eunpoobev pov 
peyover, Who was before me. This clause is wanting 
in BC*L, four others, the Coptic, A&thiopic, Slavonic, 
and two copies of the Jtala, and in some of the primi- 
tive fathers. Griesbach has left it out of the text. 
It is likely that it was omitted by the above, because 
it was found in verses 15 and 30. At the end of this 
verse, EG, and ten others, with some copies of the 
Slavonic, add, He shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire. 

Verse 28. These things were done in Bethabara] 
It is very probable that the word Bethany should be 
inserted here, instead of Bethabara. ‘This reading, in 
the judgment of the best critics, is the genuine one. 
The following are the authorities by which it is sup- 
ported: ABCEGHLMSX, BV, of Matthai, upwards 
of a hundred others, Syriac, Armenian, Persic, Coptic, 
Slavonic, Vulgate, Saxon, and all the Itala, with some 
of the most eminent of the primitive fathers, before the 
time of Origen, who is supposed to have first changed 
the reading. Bethabara signifies literally the house 
of passage, and is thought to be the place where the 
Israelites passed the river Jordan under Joshua. There 
was a place called Bethany, about two miles from Jeru- 
salem, at the foot of the mount of Olives. But there 
was another of the same name, beyond Jordan, in the 
tribe of Reuben. Jt was probably of this that the 
evangelist speaks; and Origen, not knowing of this 
second Bethany, altered the reading to Bethabara. 
See Rosenmiiller. 

Verse 29. The next day] The day after that on 
which the Jews had been with John, ver. 19. 

Behold the Lamb of God, &c.| This was said in 
allusion to what was spoken Isa. lii. 7. Jesus was 
the true Lamb or Sacrifice required and appointed by 
God, of which those offered daily in the tabernacle 
and temple, Exod. xxix. 38, 39, and especially the 
paschal lamb, were only the types and representatives. 
See Exod. xii. 4, 5; 1 Cor. v. 7. The continual 
morning and evening sacrifice of a lamb, under the 
Jewish law, was intended to point out the continual 
efficacy of the blood of atonement; for even at the 
throne of God Jesus Christ is ever represented as a 
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iv. 10; Rey. i. 5——+* Or, beareth. u Ver. 15, 27. ¥ Mal. 
iii. 1; Matt. iii. 6; Luke i. 17, 76, 77; 11. 3, 4. w Matt. ui. 
16; Mark i. 10; Luke iii. 22; chap. v. 32. x Matt. i. 11; 
Acts i. 5; ii. 4; x. 44; xix. 6. 


lamb newly slain, Rev. v. 6. But John, pointing to 
Christ, calls him emphatically, the Lamb of God :—all 
the lambs which had been hitherto offered had been 
furnished by men: this was provided by GOD, as the 
only sufficient and available sacrifice for the sin of the 
world. In three essential respects, this lamb differed 
from those by which it was represented. Ist. It was 
the Lamb of God; the most excellent, and the most 
available. 2nd. It made an atonement for sin: it 
carried sin away in reality, the others only representa- 
tively. 3rd. It carried away the sim of the worip, 
whereas the other was offered only on behalf of the 
Jewish people. In Yalcut Ruben, fol. 30, it is said, 
“The Messiah shall bear the sins of the Israelites.” 
But this salvation was now to be extended to the whole 
world. 

Verse 31. And I knew him not, &c.| John did not 
know our Lord personally, and perhaps had never seen 
him, at the time he spoke the words in ver. 15. Nor 
is it any wonder that the Baptist should have been un- 
acquainted with Christ, as he had spent thirty years 
in the hill country of Hebron, and our Lord remained 
in a state of great privacy in the obscure city of Naza- 
reth, in the extreme borders of Galilee. 

But that he should be made manifest to Israel] One 
design of my publicly baptizing was, that he, coming 
to my baptism, should be shown to be what he is, by 
some extraordinary sign from heaven. 

Verse 32. I saw the Spirit descending, &c.] See 
the notes on Matt. mi, 16, 17. 

Verse 33. He that sent me—said unto me] From 
this we may clearly perceive that John had a most in- 
timate acquaintance with the Divine Being; and re- 
ceived not only his call and mission at first, but every 
subsequent direction, by wmmediate, unequivocal inspi- 
ration. Who is fit to proclaim Jesus, but he who has 
continual intercourse with God; who is constantly re- 
ceiving light and life from Christ their fountain; who 
bears a steady, uniform testimony to Jesus, even in 
the presence of his enemies ; and who at all times 
abases himself, that Jesus alone may be magnified ! 
Reformation of manners, and salvation of souls, will ac- 
company such a person’s labours whithersoever he goeth 


1 


Two of John’s disciples 


AM. 4030. 35 (| Again, the next day after, 


An. Olymp. John stood, and two of his disciples ; 
36 And looking upon Jesus as he 
walked, he saith, ¥ Behold the Lamb of God! 
37 And the two disciples heard him speak, 
and they followed Jesus. 
38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them fol- 
lowing, and saith unto them, What seek ye? 
They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, 


y Verse 29, 


z Or, abidest. 


CHAP. I. 


follow Jesus 


being interpreted, Master,) where 4,™M 4030. 
2 dwellest thou? An. Olymp. 
39 He saith unto them, Come ee 
and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, 
and abode with him that day: for it was 

* about the tenth hour. 

40 One of the two which heard John speak, 
and followed him, was » Andrew, Simon Pe- 
ter’s brother. 


a That was two hours before night Matt. iv. 18. 


Verse 35. 
Vets 20. 

Two of his disciples] One of them was Andrew, 
ver. 40, and it is very likely that John himself was 
the other ; in every thing in which he might receive 
honour he studiously endeavours to conceal his own 
name. 

Verse 36. And looking upon Jesus] Attentively 
beholding, euBAe pac, from ev, into, and Breta, to look 
—to view with steadfastness and attention. He who 
desires to discover the glories and excellencies of this 
Lamb of God, must thus look onhim. At first sight, he 
appears only as a man among men, and as dying in 
testimony to the truth, as many others have died. But, 
on a more attentive consideration, he appears to be no 
less than God manifest in the flesh, and, by his death, 
making an atonement for the sin of the world. 

Behold the Lamb of God !| By this the Baptist de- 
signed to direct the attention of his own disciples to 
Jesus, not only as the great sacrifice for the sin of the 
world, but also as the complete teacher of heavenly 
truth. 

Verse 37. And the two disciples heard him| And 
they perfectly understood their master’s meaning ; in 
consequence of which, they followed Jesus. Happy 
they who, on hearing of the salvation of Christ, imme- 
diately attach themselves to its author! Delays are 
always dangerous; and, in this case, often fatal. 
Reader! hast thou ever had Christ as a sacrifice for 
thy sin pointed out unto thee? If so, hast thou followed 
him? If not, thou art not in the way to the kingdom 
of God. Lose not another moment! Eternity is at 
hand! and thou art not prepared to meet thy God. 
Pray that he may alarm thy conscience, and stir up 
thy soul to seek till thou have found. 

Verse 38. What seek ye ?] These disciples might 
have felt some embarrassment in addressing our bless- 
ed Lord, after hearing the character which the Baptist 
gave of him; to remove or prevent this, he graciously 
accosts them, and gives them an opportunity of ex- 
plaining themselves to him. Such questions, we may 
conceive, the blessed Jesus still puts to those who in 
simplicity of heart desire an acquaintance with him. 
A question of this nature we may profitably ask our- 
selves: What seek ye? In this place? In the com- 
pany you frequent? In the conversation you engage 
in? In the affairs with which you are occupied? In 
the works which you perform? Do-you seek the hu- 
miliation, illumination, justification, edification, or sanc- 
tification of your soul? The edification of your neigh- 

1 


The next day| After that mentioned 


bour? The good of the Church of Christ? Or, The 
glory of God? Questions of this nature often put to 
our hearts, in the fear of God, would induce us to do 
many things which we now leave undone , and to leave 
undone many things which we now perform. 

Rabbi] Teacher. Behold the modesty of these dis- 
ciples—we wish to be scholars, we are 1gnorant—we 
desire to be taught; we believe thou art a teacher 
come from God. 

Where dwellest thou 2} That we may come and re- 
ceive thy instructions. 

Verse 39. Come and see.| If those who know not 
the salvation of God would come at the command of 
Christ, they should soon see that with him is the foun- 
tain of life, and in his light they should see light. Rea- 
der, if thou art seriously inquiring where Christ dwelleth, 
take the following for answer: He dwells not in the 
tumult of worldly affairs, nor in profane assemblies, 
nor in worldly pleasures, nor in the place where 
drunkards proclaim their shame, nor in carelessness 
and indolence. But he is found in his temple, where- 
ever two or three are gathered together in his name, in 
secret prayer, in self-denial, in fasting, in self-exami- 
nation. He also dwells in the humble, contrite spirit, 
in the spirit of faith, of love, of forgiveness, of univer- 
sal obedience ; in a word, he dwells in the heaven of 
heavens, whither he graciously purposes to bring thee, 
if thou wilt come and learn of him, and receive the sal- 
vation which he has bought for thee by his own blood. 

The tenth hour] Generally supposed to be about 
what we eall four o’clock in the afternoon. Ac- 
cording to chap. xi. 9, the Jews reckoned twelve hours 
in the day ; and of course each hour of the day, thus 
reckoned, must have been something longer or shorter, 
according to the different times of the year in that cli- 
mate. The sixth hour with them answered to our 
twelve o’clock, as appears from what Josephus says in 
his life, chap. liv. That on the Sabbath day it was the 
rule for the Jews to go to dinner at the sixth hour, 
(éxtn Opa.) The Romans had the same way of reck- 
oning twelve hours in each of their days. Hence what 
we meet with in Hor. lib. ii. sat. vi. 1. 34: ante se- 
cundam signifies, as we should express it, before eight 
o’clock. And when, in lib. i. sat. vi. 1. 122, he says, 
ad quartam jaceo, he means that he lay in bed till ten 
o'clock. See Bishop Pearce on this place. Dr. 
Macknight, however, is of opinion that the evangelist 
is to be understood as speaking of the Roman hour. 
which was ten o’clock in the morning; and, as the 
evangelist remarks, they abode with him that day 
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The call of Peter, 


A. M. 4030, ‘ ; 
Wane 26. 41 He first findeth his own bro 


An. Olymp. ther Simon, and saith unto him, 
_€CL2. We have found the Messias, which 
is, being interpreted, ° the Christ, 

42 And he brought him to Jesus, And 
when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thon art Si- 
mon, the son of Jona: ‘thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is by interpretation, ® A stone. 

43 4 The day following Jesus would go forth 
into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto 
him, Follow me. 


ST. JOHN. 


Philip, and Nathanael 
44 Now ‘Philip was of Beth- a 


saida, the city of Andrew and AsChy ap. 
Peter, iasereeeoerecne 
45 Philip findeth 8 Nathanael, and saith 
unto him, We have found him of whom 
n Moses in the law, and the ‘ prophets did 
write, Jesus *of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph. 

46 And Nathanael said unto him, ! Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth? Phi 


lip saith unto him, Come and see. 


© Or, the anointed.——4 Matt, xvi, 18, =¢ Or, Peter. - Ch. 
xu. 21. s Chap. xxi. 2—— Genesis iii. 15; xlix, 10; Deut. 
xviii. 18; see on Luke xxiv, 27, 


it implies that there was a considerable portion of time 
spent with our Lord, in which, by his conversation, he 
removed all their scruples, and convinced them that he 
was the. Messiah, But, had it been the Jewish tenth 
hour, it would have been useless to remark their abid- 
ing with him that day, as there were only two hours 
of it still remaining. Harmony, vol. i. p. 52. 

Verse 41. Findeth his own brother Simon] Every 
discovery of the Gospel of the Son of God produces 
benevolence, and leads those to whom it is made to 
communicate it to others, Those who find Jesus find 
in him a treasure of wisdom and knowledge, through 
which they may not only become rich themselves, but 
be instruments, in the hand of God, of enriching others. 
These disciples, having tasted the good word of Christ, 
were not willing to eat their bread alone, but went and 
invited others to partake with them. Thus the know- 
ledge of Christ became diffused—one invited another 
to come and see: Jesus received all, and the number 
of disciples was increased, and the attentive hearers 
were innumerable. Every man who has been brought 
to an acquaintance with God should endeavour to bring, 
at least, another with him ; and his first attention should 
be fixed upon those of his own household, 

Verse 42. Cephas, which is by interpretation, A 
stone.| Uerpoc signifies a stone, or fragment of a rock. 
The reason why this name was given to Simon, who 
was ever afterwards called Peter, may be seen in the 
notes on Matt. xvi. 18, 19, and particularly in Luke, 
at the end of chap. ix. 

Verse 43. Philip] This apostle was a native of 
Bethsaida in Galilee. Eusebius says he was a mar- 
ried man, and had several daughters. Clemens Alex- 
andrinus mentions it as a thing universally acknow- 
ledged that it was this apostle who, when commanded 
by our Lord to follow him, said, Let me first go and 
bury my father, Matt. viii. 21,22. Theodoret says he 
preached in the two Phrygias ; and Eusebius says he 
was buried in Phrygia Pacatiana, He must not be con- 
founded with Philip the deacon, spoken of Acts vi. 5. 

Verse 45. Nathanael] This apostle is supposed ta 
be the same with Bartholomew, which is very likely, 
for these reasons: 1. That the evangelists who men- 
tion Bartholomew say nothing of Nathanael; and 
that St. John, who speaks of Nathanael, says nothing 
of Bartholomew, 2. No notice is taken any where 

§20 ; 


ilsaiah iv. 2; vii. 14; ix. 6; lili. 2; Mice. v. 2; Zech, vi. 12; 
ix. 9; see more on Luke xxiv, 27.—~=* Matthew u1. 23; Luke 
ii. 4. ——! Chap. vii. 41, 42, 52, 


of Bartholomew’s vocation, unless his and that of Na- 
thanael mentioned here be the same. 3. The name 
of Bartholomew is not a proper name ; it signifies the 
son of Ptolomy ; and Nathanael might have been his 
own name. 4. St. John seems to rank Nathanael 
with the apostles, when he says that Peter and Tho- 
mas, the two sons of Zebedee, Nathanael, and two 
other disciples, being gone a fishing, Jesus showed 
himself to them, John xxi. 2—4. 

Moses in the law] See Gen iii. 15; xxii. 18; xlix. 
10; Deut. xvii. 18. 

And the prophets} See Isa. iv. 2; vii. 145 ix. 5; 
xl. 10; lili. 1, &c.; Jer. xxiii. 5; xxxii. 14,95; 
fzek. xxxiv. 23; xxxvii. 24; Dan. ix. 24; Mic. 
vi (Du Ziecheaviel 2 ies Onset 0: 

Verse 46. Can there any good thing come oul of 
Nazareth ?} Bp. Pearce supposes that the 7 aya¥ov 
of the evangelist has some particular force in it: for, 
in Jer. xxxiii. 14, God says, I will perform that good 
thing which I promised, &e.; and this, in ver. 15, is 
explained to mean, his causing the branch of right- 
eousness (i.e. the Messiah) to grow up unto David, 
from whom Jesus was descended: in this view, Na- 
thanael’s question seems to imply, that not Nazareth, 
but Bethlehem, was to be the birth-place of the Mes- 
siah, according to what the chief priests and scribes 
had determined, Matt. ii. 4, 5, 6. If this conjecture 
be not thought solid, we may suppose that Nazareth, 
at this time, was become so abandoned that no good 
could be expected from any of those who dwelt in it, 
and that its wickedness had passed into a proverb : 
Can any thing good be found in Nazareth? Or, that 
the question is illiberal, and full of national prejudice. 

Come and see.| He who candidly examines the evi- 
dences of the religion of Christ will infallibly become 
a believer. No history ever published among men has 
so many external and internal proofs of authenticity 
as this has. A man should judge of nothing by first 
appearances, or human prejudices. Who are they who 
ery out, The Bible is a fable? Those who have never 
read it, or read it only with the fixed purpose to gain- 
say it. I once met with a person who professed to 
disbelieve every tittle of the New ‘Testament, a chap- 
ter of which, he acknowledged, he had never read.— 
I asked him, had he ever read the Old? He answered, 
No! And yet this man had the assurance to reject 
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Remarkable conversation 
A.M. 4090. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
AD to him, and saith of him, Be- 


— hold ™ an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile! 

48 Nathanael saith unto him, Whence 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I 
saw thee. 


49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him,’ 


m Psa. xxxii. 2; Ixxili. 1; chap. viii. 39; Rom. ii. 28, 29; ix. 6. 
0 Matt. xiv. 33. 


the whole as an imposture! God has mercy on those 
whose ignorance leads them to form prejudices against 
the truth; but he confounds those who take them up 
through envy and malice, and endeavour to communi- 
cate them to others. 

Verse 47. Behold an Israelite indeed] A worthy 
descendant of the patriarch Jacob, who not only pro- 
fesses to believe in Israel’s God, but who worships him 
in sincerity and truth, according to his light. 

In whomis no guile!] Deceitfulness ever has been, 
and still is, the deeply marked characteristic of the 
Jewish people. To find a man, living in the midst of 
so much corruption, walking in uprightness before his 
Maker, was a subject worthy the attention of God him- 
self. Behold this man! and, while you see and ad- 
mire, imitate his conduct. 

Verse 48. Whence knowest thou me?] He was 
not yet acquainted with the divinity of Christ, could 
not conceite that he could search his heart, and there- 
fore asks how he could acquire this knowledge of him, 
or who had given him that character. It is the com- 
fort of the sincere and upright, that God knows their 
hearts ; and it should be the terror of the deceitful 
and of the hypocrite, that their false dealing is ever 
noticed by the all-seeing eye of God. 5 

Under the fig tree] Probably engaged in prayer 
with God, for the speedy appearing of the salvation 
of Israel; and the shade of this fig tree was perhaps 
the ordinary place of retreat for this upright man. It 
is not A fig tree, but tyv ovxny, THE fig tree, one par- 
ticularly distinguished from the others. There are 
many proofs that the Jewish rabbins chose the shade 
of trees, and«particularly the fig tree, to sit and study 
under. See many examples in Schoettgen. How true 
is the saying, The eyes of the Lord are through all 
the earth, beholding the evil and the good! Where- 
soever we are, whatsoever we are about, may a deep 
conviction of this truth rest upon our hearts, Thou God 
seest ME! 

Verse 49. Rabbi] That is, Teacher! and so this 
word should be translated. 

Thou art the Son of God] ‘The promised Messiah. 

Thou art the King of Israel.| The real descend- 
ant of David, who art to sit on that spiritual throne of 
which the throne of David was the type. 

Verse 50. Because I said—I saw thee, &c.] As 
thou hast credited my Divine mission on: this simple 
proof, that [ saw thee when and where no human eye, 
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Rabbi, ™thou art the Son of God; whe & 
thou art ° the King of Israel. An. Olymp. 

50 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee 
under the fig tree believest thou? thou shalt 
see greater things than these. 

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, ? Hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and de- 
scending upon the Son of man. 


© Matt. xxi.5; xxvil.11,42; ch. xviii. 37; xix.3,—P Gen. xxviii. 12; 
Matt. iv.11; Luke ii. 9,135; xxii. 43; xxiv.4; Actsi. 10. 


placed where mine was, could see thee, thy faith shall 
not rest merely upon this, for thou shalt see greater 
things than these—more numerous and express proofs 
of my eternal power and Godhead. 

Verse 51. Verily, verily| Amen, amen. The dou- 
bling of this word probably came from this cireum- 
stance : that it was written both in Hebrew {ms and in 
Greek aynv, signifying, zt is true. 

Heaven open] This seems to be a figurative ex- 
pression: 1. Christ may be understood by this saying 
to mean, that a clear and abundant revelation of God’s 
will should be now made unto men; that heaven itself 
should be laid as it were open, and all the mysteries 
which had been shut up and hidden in it from eternity, 
relative to the salvation and glorification of man, should 
be now fully revealed. 2. That by the angels of God 
ascending and descending, is to be understood, that a 
perpetual intercourse should now be opened between 
heaven and earth, through the medium of Christ, who 
was God manifested in the flesh. Our blessed Lord 
is represented in his mediatorial capacity as the am- 
bassador of God to men; and the angels ascending 
and descending upon the Son of man, is a metaphor 
taken from the custom of despatching couriers or mes- 
sengers from the prince to his ambassador in a foreign 
court, and from the ambassador back to the prince.— 
This metaphor will receive considerable light when 
compared with 2 Cor. v. 19, 20: God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself :— We are ambassa- 
dors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us, 
we pray you in Christ’s stead to be reconciled to God. 
The whole concerns of human salvation shall be car- 
ried on, from henceforth, through the Son of man; 
and an incessant intercourse be established between 
heaven and earth. Some have illustrated this passage 
by the account of Jacob’s vision, Gen. xxviii. 12.— 
But though that vision may intimate that God had 
established at that time a communication between hea- 
ven and earth, through the medium of angels, yet it 
does not appear that our Lord’s saying here has any 
reference to it; but that it should be understood as 
stated above. 

What a glorious view does this give us of the Gos- 
pel dispensation! It is heaven opened to earth; and 
heaven opened on earth. The Church militant and 
the Church triumphant become one, and the whole 
heavenly family, in both, see and adore their common 
Lord. Neither the world nor the Church is left to the 
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caprices of time or chance. The Son of man governs 
as he upholds all. Wherever we are praying, study- 
ing, hearing, meditating, his gracious eye is upon us. 
He notes our wants, our weakness, and our petitions ; 
and his eye affects his heart. Let us be without guile, 
deeply, habitually sincere, serious, and upright ; and 
then we may rest assured, that not only the eye, but 
ihe hand, of our Lord shall be ever upon us for good. 
Happy the man whose heart can rejoice in the reflec- 
tion, Thou God seest me! 


1. TESTIMONIES 


CONCERNING THE LOGOS, OR WORD OF GOD; 
From the Chaldee Targums. 


The person here styled the Logos is called 117" 135 
debar yehovah, the Word of Jehovah, Gen. xv. 1, 4; 
1-Sam. iii. 7, 21; xv. 10; 1 Kings xiii. 9, 17; xix. 
9,15; Psa. evii. 20; and the Targums, or-Chaldee 
paraphrases, frequently substitute ‘3 ND) meymra 
d’yay, the word of the Lord, for NW Jehovah him- 
self. Thus the Jerusalem Targum in Gen. ili. 22, 
and both that and the Targum of Jonathan ben Uzziel, 
in Gen. xix. 24. And Onkelos, on Gen. iii. 8, for 
the voice of the Lord God, has, the voice of the worn 
of the Lord. ‘The Jerusalem Targum on Gen. i. 27, 
for, And God created man, has, The worv of Jehovah 
created, &c. Compare Targum Jonathan, on Isa. xlv. 
12; xlvili. 13; Jer. xxvii. 5. And on Gen. xxii. 14, 
that of Jerusalem says, Abraham invoked, SV DWI 
~ beshem meymra d’yay, in the name of the worD 
of the Lord, and said, rHov art Jehovah. So Onkelos, 
Gen. xxvili. 20, 21, If the worp of Jehovah will be 
my help—then the worp of Jehovah shall be my God. 
See Parkhurst under the word AOTOS. 

After a serious reading of the Targums, it seems to 
me evident that the Chaldee term N119°D meymra, or 
WorD, is taken personally, in a multitude of places in 
them. When Jonathan ben Uzziel speaks of the Su- 
preme Being as doing or saying any thing, he gene- 
rally represents him as performing the whole by this 
Meymra, or Worn, which he considers, not as a speech 
or word spoken, but as a person distinct from the Most 
High, and to whom he attributes all the operations of 
the Deity. To attempt to give the word any other 
meaning than this, in various places throughout the 
Targums, would, in my opinion, be flat opposition to 
every rule of construction; though, like the Greek 
word Aoyoc, it has other acceptations in certain places. 
See Lightfoot. 


2. Testimonies concerning the personality, attri- 
butes, and influence of the Worp of Gop, taken from 
the Zend Avesta, and other writings attributed to 
Zoroaster. 

“ Let thy terrible worp which I pronounce, O Or- 
musd! elevate itself on high. May it be great before 
thee, and satisfy my desires!” Zenp Avesta, vol. i. 
Vendidad Sade, p. 104. 

Zoroaster consulted Ormusd, and spoke thus to him: 
“O Ormusd, absorbed in excellence, just Judge of the 
world, pure, who existest by thy own power, what is 
that great worp given by God, that living and power- 
ful worp, O Ormusd, tell me plainly, which existed 
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before the heavens, before the water, before the earth, 
before the flocks, before the fire, the cn1Lp of OrmusD, 
before men, before the whole race of existing beings, 
before all the benefits, and before all the pure germs 
given by Ormusd?” Ormusd replied: ‘¢ Pronounce 
that great worp well, that worp which existed before 
heaven was made, before the water, before the earth, 
before brute animals, before men, and before the holy 
angels (amschaspands.) I pronounced that word with 
majesty, and all the pure beings which are, and which 
I con 
tinue to pronounce it in its utmost extent, and abun- 
dance is multiplied.” Ibid. p. 138, 139. 

“ By his original worp, Ormusd created the world 
and vanquished Ahriman, the genius of evil.” Ibid. 
p- 140, not. 1. 

“The saints in heaven and earth pronounce the 
sacred worp :—under the character of Honover (i. e. 
pure desire) it is worshipped.” Ibid. 141. 

“‘ Ormusd, together with the luminous and excellent 
worD, is invoked, to defend the true worshipper from 
the oppression of evil spirits.” Ibid. p. 174. 

“‘ Man is healed by the supreme word.” 

324. 
“‘ By this worp all defiled places are rendered pure : 
fire, water, earth, trees, flocks, men, women, stars, 
moon, sun, and the primeval light, with all the bless- 
ings given by Ormusd, are purified by it.” Ibid. 
p-. 368. 

The word of Ormusd is termed, “ Ezem baté, I 
Am ;” and is represented as “ putting every thing in a 
safe state—as the author of abundance; the source of 
all productions ; the holy, pure, precious, and desirable 
word, which watches over all the creation.” Ibid 
Jescht Rashne Rast. vol. il. p. 239. 

It is called, “The excellent, elevated, and victo- 
rious word : the source of light ; the principle of action, 
which smites and triumphs; which gives health ; dis- 
comfits wicked men and spirits; which exists through 
all the world, destroying the evil, and fulfilling the 
desires of the good.” Ibid. Jescht of Ormusd, vol. 
li. p. 145. 

The Word is invoked as—“‘ The pure word—the 
most pure word: the strong—the most strong: the 
extended and ancient—the most extended and the 
most ancient: the victorious—the most victorious: 
the salutary—the most salutary: which gives health 
—is the abundant source of health, and cures wounds 
and diseases of all kinds.” Ibid. Jescht of Ardebe- 
hesht, vol. ii. p. 157. 

It is termed, “ The creator, or creating principle.” - 
Ibid. Jescht of Farvardin, vol. ii. p. 252. 

** Prayer is made to the sowl of the excellent worn, 
the body of which is supremely luminous.” Ibid. p. 
262. 

“ Through the whole government of Ormusd, men 
are commanded to invoke that most pure and excellent 
worn.” Ibid. p. 264. 

That the word, in the above places, does not mean 
the sacred books of the Parsees, it is expressly said, 
that—* The law of the Mazdejesnans (the disciples 
of Zoroaster) comes from this superexcellent Word.” 
Ibid. St-Rouzé; Mansrespand, p. 323, 354. 

“The law is the dody under which the primitize 
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worp, which created the world, is manifested. The 
piimitive worp therefore is worshipped in reading and 
reverencing that Jaw; and the effects produced in the 
soul by it are no less than a new creation, in some 
sort similar to that which this omnific Word formed in 
the beginning.” Ibid. vol. ii. p. 595. 

“The worp proceeds from the first principle, time 
without bounds, i. e. eternity : it is before all created 
beings, and by it all the creation of God has been 
formed.” Ibid. vol. ii. p. 592. 

I find a word of the same import, used in exactly 
the same sense, in the Zend Avesta, attributed to the 
ancient Persian lawgiver, Zoroaster. 

One might suppose that Mohammed had the first 
chapter of St. John’s Gospel in his eye when he 
wrote ver. 33, of Surat xix., of his Koran :— 


Lil SF pape pl gums AS 
Zalyka Isa ibno Mareema Kawlolhokki, This ts Jesus 
the Son of Mary, the word of TRUTH.—Some may 
understand the Arabic differently: This is a true 
word, that Jesus is the son of Mary. 


3. TESTIMONIES 


CONCERNING THE LOGOS, OR WORD OF GOD; 
From Philo Judeus. 


After I had begun my collections from Philo Jude- 
us relative to the Logos, I casually met with a work 
of the late very learned Mr. Jacob Bryant, entitled, 
The sentiments of Philo Judeus concerning the AO- 
TOS, or WORD of GOD. 8vo. Cambridge, 1797. 
From this valuable tract I shall make a few extracts, 
and beg leave to refer the reader to the pamphlet 
itself. 

“ Philo Judeus speaks at large, in many places, of 
the word of God, the second person, which he mentions 
as (devrepoc O£0¢) the second divinity, the great cause of 
all things, and styles him, as Plato, as well as the 
Jews had done before, the Locos. Of the Divine Lo- 
gos, or Word, he speaks in many places, and maintains 
at large the divinity of the second person, and describes 
his attributes in a very precise and copious manner, 
styling him: * tov devtepov Ozov d¢ ecw exetvov (Oeov 
mpwtov) Aoyoc, the second Deity, who is the Word of 
the Supreme God; » Upartoyovor viov, his first begot- 
ten Son; ©Etxwv Oeov, the Image of God; and 
4 Tlouunv tye lepac ayednc, The shepherd of his holy 
flock. In his treatise upon Creation, he speaks of the 
Worp, as © the Divine operator, by whom all things were 
disposed ; and mentions him as fsuperior to the angels 
and all created beings, and the image and likeness of 
God, and says that this wage of the true God was es- 
teemed the same as God—% &¢ avrov (Geov) Katavoov- 
ot. » This LOGOS, the Worp of Gop, says he, is 
superior to all the world, and more ancient ; being the 
producter of all that was produced. 'The eternal 
Word of the everlasting God is the sure and fixed 


aPhilo. Fragm. vol. ii. p. 625. »De Agricult. vol. i. 
p. 303. ©*De Mundi Opif. vol. i. p. 6. ¢De Agricult. 
yol. i. p. 308. °*De Mundi Opif. vol.i. p. 4. ' De Pro- 
fugis. vol. i. p. 561. & De Somniis, vol. i. p. 656. > De 
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foundation, upon which all things depend. Hementions 
man as inneed of redemption, and says, What intelligent 
person, who views mankind engaged in unworthy and 
wicked pursuits, but * must be grieved to the heart, and 
call upon that only Saviour God, that these crimes may 
be extenuated, and that, by a ransom and price of re- 
demption being given for his soul, it may again obtain 
its freedom! It pleased God therefore to appoint his 
Logos to be a mediator. 1! T'o his Worn the chief and 
most ancient of all in heaven, the great Author of the 
world gave this especial gift, that he should stand as a 
medium (or intercessor) between the Creator and the 
created; and he is accordingly the advocate for all 
mortals. The same ™Worp is the intercessor for 
man, who is always tending to “corruption: and he 
is the appointed messenger of God, the governor of 
all things, to man in subjection to him. © He, there- 
fore, exhorts every person, who is able, to exert him- 
self in the race which he is to run, to bend his course 
without P remission to the Divine Worv above, who 
is the fountain of all wisdom; that, by drinking at 
this sacred spring, he, instead of death, may obtain 
the reward of everlasting life. He repeats, conti- 
nually, that the Locos is the express image of God. 

4 The Worn, by which the world was made, is the 
wmmage of the supreme Deity. % As we perceive the 
sun’s light, though the sun itself is not seen; and be 
hold the brightness of the moon, though its orb may 
not appear to the eye; so men look up to, and acknow- 
ledge, the likeness of God,,in- his minister the Locos, 
whom they esteem as God. He attempts to describe 
his nature by representing him as, § not uncreated, 
like God; nor yet created, as man; but of a Divine 
substance. + For the Worn of God, which is above 
all the host of heaven, cannot be comprehended by 
human wisdom, having nothing in his nature that is 
perceptible to mortal sense. For, being the image of 
God, and the eldest of all intelligent beings, he is 
seated immediately next to the one God, without any 
interval of separation. This, in the language of 
Scripture, is sitting on the right hand of God. He 
adds, " For not being liable to any voluntary or inwo- 
luntary change, or falling off, he has God for his lot 
and portion, and his residence is in God. The like 
is mentioned in another place, where he is represented 
again as sinless, and as the great High Priest of the 
world. YY We maintain, that by the (true) High 
Priest is not meant aman, but the Divine Worn, who 
is free from all voluntary and involuntary transgres- 
sions ; being of heavenly parentage, born of God, and 
of that Divine Wisdom by which all things were pro- 
duced. He speaks to the same purpose in another 


k De Confus, Ling. vol. i. p. 418.1. 50. } Quis Rerum 
Divin. Heres. vol. i. pp. 501, 502. mIbid. p. 501. 1. 49. 
a For kypaivovtoc ast mpoc To agGaprov, we should certain- 
ly read, mpoc to ¢0aprov. °De Profugis. vol. i. p. 560. 
1. 31.» The present reading is awAevct, the meaning of 
which I do not comprehend. ‘The true reading is pro- 
bably arvevct, from arvevcoc, without remission—indesi 
nenter, without stopping to take breath. 4% De Monarchia, 
vol. ii. 1. ii, p. 225. Tov de aopatov kat vontov Sevov 
Aoyov eukova Asyer Ocov. De Mundi Opif. vol. i. p. 6. 
"De Somniis, vol. i. p. 656.1. 33. * Quis Rerum Divin. 


Leg. Alleg. vol. i. p. 121. ‘De Plantatione. Naé, vol. i. | Heres. vol. i. p. 502. ‘De Profugis. vol. i. p. 561. 1. 16. 


p. 331. 
1 


“bid. 224. vIbid, p. 562. 1. 13. 
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place, where he makes mention of the Worp. WEvé 
kat Apytepeuc, 6 Mpwroyovog avTov (Qeov) Oetog Aoyoc, 
In which presides that High Priest, the holy Worp, 
the first-born of God; at other times styled, mpeoBura- 
roc vio Oeov, the Son of God, antecedent to all crea- 
tion. *Tovrov ev yap TpeoButarov viov 6 Tey ovTov 
averetAe Tarp, ov érepwOt Tpwroyovov wvopace. It is 
manifest that every attribute which the sacred writers 
have given to Christ, in his mediatorial capacity, 
Philo has attributed to him in his Divine character, 
antecedent to creation, page 15-22. 

Mr. Bryant thinks that Philo derived all this know- 
ledge, concerning the Logos, from the apostles, and 
the works and conversation of Christian writers; for 
it is very probable that Philo was contemporary with 
our Lord himself. Mr. B. is so well satisfied that 
Philo derived all this knowledge from these sources 
that he goes on to ask :— 

“ Whence else could he have obtained so many 
terms which bear such an analogy with the expres- 
sions and doctrines in the apostolical writings? Such 
are Yios Oeov, Aoyog mpwroyovoc, TpecButatoc, aidtoc, 
Aoyog Anytepeve, pecoc, peOopioc, tketng tov Syyrov, 
Snecovpyoc, Tloyunv tye lepag ayeAne, ‘Yrapyog Oeov, 
agpaylc, Elkwy Oeov, Gwc, TvEvia Oeov, TvEevua Tavoodor. 
We read farther concerning redemption, and—Avtpa 
kat owcpa; the price and ransom for the soul, avre 
Savarov Canv aidtov, and vovo avOpwrov vaog Oeov.— 
To these other instances might be added equally 
significant ; few of which are to be found in the Greek 
version, orin any Jewish doctrines, at least in the 
acceptation given. They were obtained either from 
the conversation, or from the writings, of the first 
Christians ; or rather from both.” Page 202. 

At p. 105, Mr. B. gives “A recapitulation of the 
characters and attributes of the Logos, with the col- 
lateral evidence from Scripture.” This, with some 
other matters of a collateral import, he argues in 52 
particulars, from which I have extracted the following, 
as being most closely allied to the subject, inserting 
the original words along with the translation. The 
references, in all cases, are to Dr. Mangey’s edition 
of Philo, 2 vols. fol. Lond. 1742. 


4, A LIST OF SOME OF THE PARTICULAR TERMS AND 
DOCTRINES FOUND IN PuiLo, with parallel passages from 
the New Testament. 


1. The Logos is the Son of God—vioc cov. De 
Agric. vol. i. p. 308; De Profug. ib. p. 562: com- 
pare Mark i. 1; Luke iv. 41; John i. 34; Acts 
vili. 37. 

2. ‘The second divinity—sdevrepo¢ Oeog Aoyoc. Fragm. 
vol. il. p. 625: comp. John i. 1; 1 Cor. i. 24. 

3. The first-begotten of God—Aoyo¢ mpwroyovoc. 
De Somniis, vol. i. p.653 : comp. Heb. i. 6; Col. i. 15. 

4. The image of God—evxwv tov Ocov. De Mundi 
Opific. vol. 1. p. 6, 414,419, 656: comp. Col.i. 15; 
Heb. i. 3; 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

5. Superior to angels—irepavo mavtwr (ayyeAwr) 
Aoyog ewe. De Profugis, vol. i. p. 561: comp. 
Heb. i. 4, 6. 


wDe Somniis, vol. i. p. 653. x De Confus. Ling. 
vol. i. p. 414, 
524 


ST. .JOHN, 


the Logos, or Word of God 


6. Superior to all the world—oO Aoyoc—étrepava 
mavroc ect. De Leg. Allegor. vol. i. p. 121: comp. 
Heb. ii. 8. 

7. By whom the world was created—rov Oevor 
Aoyov tov tavta dtakoounoavra. De Mund. Opif. vol. i 
p. 4: comp. Johni. 3; 1 Cor. viii. 6; Heb. i. 2, 10 

8. The great substitute of God—irapyoc tov Ozov. 
De Agricult. vol. i. p. 308: comp. John i. 3, and 
xvii. 4; Eph. iti. 9; Phil. ii. 7. 

9. The light of the world—d¢o¢ koope : and intel- 
lectual sun—#Acoc voytoc. De Somnus, vol. i. p. 6, 
414, 632, 633: comp. Johni. 4, 9; and vill. 12; 1 
Pet. 11. 9. 

10. Who only can see God—@ povm tov Ocov e€ect 
xadopav. De Confus. Linguar. vol. i. p. 418 : comp. 
John i. 18, and vi. 46. 

11. Who resides in God—ev avtw ory xatorknoet. De 
Profug. vol. i. p. 561: comp. John i.1, 18, and xiv.11. 

12. The most ancient of God’s works, and before 
all things—mpeoBvtatoc twv boa yeyove. _ De Confus. 
Ling. vol.i. p. 427; De Leg. Allegor. ib. p. 121: comp. 
John i. 2; and xvii. 5, 24; 2 Tim. i. 9; Heb. i. 2. 

13. Esteemed the same as God—Aoyov &¢ avrov 
(Gcov) Katavoovet. De Sonrniis, vol.i. p. 656: comp 
Mark ii. 7; Rom. ix. 5; Phil. uu. 6. 

14. The Logosis eternal—é aidtog Aoyoc. De Plant. 
Noa, vol. i. p. 332, and vol. ii. p. 604: comp. John 
xii. 34; 2 Tim. i. 9, andiv. 18; Heb.i. 8; Rev. x. 6. 

15. Beholds all things—ofvdepxecaroc, o¢ mavTa 
edopav ewvat ixavoc. De Leg. Allegor.-vol. i. p. 121: 
comp. Heb. iv. 12, 13; Rev. ii. 23. 

16. He unites, supports, preserves, and perfects the 
world—36 re yap Tov ovro¢ Aoyoc, deopog wy Tay aTavTur 
—ovveyel Ta MEepn TavTa, Kal odtyyet—neplexer Ta Oa, 
kau werAnpoxev, De Prof. vol. i. p. 562 ; Fragm. vol. 
ii. p. 655: comp. John iii. 35; Col.i. 17; Heb. i. 3. 

17. Nearest to God without any separation—4é eyyv- 
Tate pndevoc ovtoc meSoprov dtacnuatoc. De Profug. 
vol. i. p. 561: comp. John i, 18, and x. 30, and xiv. 
11, and xvii. 11. 

18. Free from all taint of sin, voluntary or involun- 
tary—avev tpomn¢ ékovolov—Kat THE AKOVOLOV. De 
Profug. vol. i. p. 561: comp. John viii. 46 ; Heb. vii. 
96, and ix. 14°; 1) Pet. ii 22 

19. Who presides over the imperfect and weak— 
obToc yap Huw Tay ateAwy av erm Oeoc. De Leg. Alle- 
gor. vol. i. p. 128: comp. Matt. xi. 5; Luke v. 32; 
P Tims ists: 

20. The Logos, the fountain of wisdom—Aoyov 
Ocetov, d¢ codtac ecu tnyn. De Profug. vol. i. p. 560, 
566: comp. John iv. 14; vii. 38; 1 Cor.i. 24; Col. ii. 3. 

21. A messenger sent from God—rpeoPevrn¢ tov 
hyeuovoc Tpog To bnKoov. Quis Rer. Div. Heres. vol. i. 
p- 501: comp. John v. 36; viii. 29, 42; 1 John iv. 9. 

22. The advocate for mortal man—ikerne ev ect Tov 
Svntov. Quis Rer. Div. Her. vol. i. p. 501: comp 
John xiv. 16; xvii. 20; Rom. viii. 34; Heb. vii. 25 

23. He ordered and disposed of all things-—dvevre 
kat dvevee wavta. Ib. p. 506: comp. Col. i. 15,16; 
Heb. xi. $8. 

24. The shepherd of God’s flock—rov opSov avtov 
Aoyov,—6e Tyv emipedecav tye iepacg Tavtn¢e ayeAnc. De 
Agricul. vol. i. p. 308: comp. John x. 14; Heb. xiii 
20; 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
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Various testemomes concerning 


25. Of the power and royalty of the Logos—6 tov 
nyewovoc Aoyoc—Kat Bacrarkn dvvayec avtov. De Pro- 
fug. vol. i. p. 561: comp. 1 Cor. xv. 25; Eph. i. 21, 
22; Heb. i. 2,3; Rev. xvii. 14. 

26. The Logos is the physician, who heals all evil 
—Tov ayyedov (d¢ est Aoyoc) orep latpov kakwv. De 
Leg. Ailegor. vol. i. p. 122: comp. Luke iv. 18; 
vil. 21; 1 Pet. ii: 24; James i. 21. 

27. The Logos is the seal of God—é de—ecuiv 7 
odpaylc. De Profug. vol. i. pp. 547, 548; De Plant. 
Noa, ib. p. 332: comp. John vi. 27; Eph. i. 13; Heb. 
ites: 

28. The sure refuge of those who seek him—eq’ éy 
TPwTov Katagevyew wdedimotatov. De Profug. ib. p. 
560 : comp. Matt. xi. 28; 1 Pet. ii. 25. 

29. Of heavenly food distributed by the Logos 
equally to all who seek it—ryv ovpaviov tpodny puyne. 
Quis Rer. Divin. Her. vol. i. p. 499: comp. Matt. 
ve 63° vile 77> xii. 103) xxiv. 14+ xxviii. 19; Rom: 
x. 12,7 18. 

30. Of men’s forsaking their sins, and obtaining 
spiritual freedom by the Logos—edevtepia to Wuyne. 
De Cong. Quer. Erud. Grat. vol. i. p. 534; De Prof. 
ib. pp. 561, 563: comp. John viii. 36; 1 Cor. vii. 22; 
OtCorsdits P73) Gale ve ia Loe 

31. Of men’s being freed by the Logos from all 
corruption, and entitled to immortality—<é ‘spo¢ Aoyoc 
etunoe, yepac ekaperov dove, KAnpov aavatov, tnv ev 
aovaptw yever takiv. De Cong. Quer. Erud. Grat. 
vol. i. p. 535: comp. Rom. viii. 21; 1 Cor. xv. 52, 53; 
1 Pet.11..3,,4- 

32. The Logos mentioned by Philo, not only as 
vioc Geov, the Son of God; but also, ayarntov Ttexvor, 
his beloved Son. De Leg. Allegor. vol. i. p. 129: comp. 
Matt. ili. 17; Luke ix. 35; Col. i. 13; 2 Peter 
pe ie 

33. The just man advanced by the Logos to the 
presence of his Creator—rw avtw Aoyw—ldpvoag TAn- 
atov éavtov. De Sacrificits, vol. i. p. 165: comp. 
John vi. 37, 44; xii. 26; xiv. 6. 

34. The Logos, the true high priest—apyvepeve, 6 
Tpwtoyovoc avtov Oerog Aoyos De Somniis, vol. i. p. 
653; De Profug. ib. p. 562: comp. Johni. 41; viii. 
46; Acts iv. 27; Heb. iv. 14; vii. 26. 

35. The Logos in his mediatorial capacity—Aoyoc 
apyvepeve peSoptoc: of whom he says, Oavuatw Kae Tov 
usta orovdn¢e anvevce dpayovta ovvtovec lepov Aoyor, 
iva cn pecog Tav tedvyKoTey Kat Tov GwvTov. “1 am 
astonished to see the Holy Logos running with so 
much speed and earnestness, that he may stand be- 
tween the living and the dead.” Quis Rer. Divinar. 
Hares. vol. i. p. 501: comp. 1 Tim. ii. 5; Heb. vii. 
1-6 ; ix. 11, 12, 24. 

These testimonies are truly astonishing: and if we 
allow, as some contend, that Philo was not acquainted 
either with the disciples of our Lord, or the writings 
of the New Testament, we shall be obliged to grant 
that there must have been some measure of Divine 
inspiration in that man’s mind, who could, in such a 
variety of cases, write so many words and sentences, 
so exactly corresponding to those of the evangelists 
and apostles, 
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CHAP. UT. 


the Logos, or Word of God. 


5. Testimonies concerning a Trinity among the 
Chinese, and concerning the Worp of God. 


Among the ancient Chinese characters which have 
been preserved, we find the following A, like the 
Greek delta, and since written AN According to the 


Chinese Dictionary Kang-hi, this character signifies 
umon. According to Choueouen, a celebrated work, 
A is three united in one. The Lieou chou tsing hoen, 
which is a rational and learned explanation of ancient 
characters, says : ‘ A signifies intimate union, harmony, 
the chief good of man, of the heaven, and of the earth : 
it is the wnzon of three.” 

The book Se-4i says, ‘ Formerly the emperor 
made a solemn sacrifice every three years to the Spi- 
rit Trinity in Unity.” 


— 


ehin san Y. 
The word Tao in ordinary discourse signifies rule, 
law, wisdom, truth, way, word. In the text of Lao 
tse it signifies the Divimty. “Tao (says he) is an 
abyss of perfections which comprehends all beings. 
The Tao which can be described is not the eternal 
Tao. The Tao is its own rule and model. The Tao 
preserves the heavens, and sustains the earth. It is 
so elevated that none can reach it; so deep that none 
can fathom it; so immense that it contains the uni- 
verse; and, notwithstanding, it is complete in the 
smallest things.” 


‘“ He who is as visible, and yet cannot be seen, is 
denominated lieou UL ; he who can be heard, and yet 


speaks not to the ears, Az; he who is as tangible, and 
yet cannot be felt, is named owcz : in vain do you con- 
sult your senses concerning these three ; your reason 
alone can discourse of them, and it will tell you that 
they are but one: above, there is no light; below, 
there is no darkness. He is eternal. There is no 
name which can designate him. He bears no simili- 
tude to any created thing. He is an image without 
form; and a form without matter. His light is en- 
compassed with darkness. If you look upwards, you 
cannot see his commencement: if you follow him, you 
cannot discover his end. What the Tao has always 
been, such he continues to be: for he is eternal, and 
the commencement of wisdom.” 

One of the missionaries at Peking, who wrote the 
letter from which I have made the above extracts, 
takes it for granted that the mystery of the Trinity was 
known among the ancient Chinese, and that the charac- 
ter A wasits symbol. Lettre sur les Characteres Chi- 
nois, 4to. Bruxelles, 1773. 


Ir is remarkable that Moses and the prophets, the 
ancient Chaldee Targumists, the author or authors of 
the Zend Avesta, Plato and the first philosophers of 
Greece, Philo the Jew, John and the apostles, and per- 
haps even Mohammed himself, should all so perfectly 
coincide in their ideas concerning a glorious person in 
the Godhead! This must have been more than the effect 
of accident. Moses and the prophets received this 
Divine doctrine from God himself: it was afterwards 
confirmed to the apostles by Divine inspiration; and 
ancient philosophers and lawgivers borrowed from both 
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The marriage at 


ST. JOHN. 


Cana in Galilee 


CHAPTER II. 


The miracle at Cana in Galilee, where our Lord changed water into wine, 1-11. 
feast of the passover, 13~17. The Jews require a miracle, asa proof 
In answer he refers to his own death and resurrection, 19— 
of the passover, to whom Jesus would not trust himself, 


12. He purges the temple at the 
that he had authority to do these things, 18. 


22. Many believe on him while at the feast 
23-25. 
seers AND the third day there was a 
An, Olymp. marriage in *Cana of Galilee ; 
_OCl? and the mother of Jesus was 
there : 


2 And both Jesus was called, » and his dis- 
ciples, to the marriage. 


He goes to Capernaum, 


< 


3 And when they wanted wine, A Eee 


the mother of Jesus saith unto him, er 
They have no wine. ae ion. 

4 Jesus saith unto her, ° Woman, 4‘ what have 
I to do with thee? ®* mine hour is not yet 
come. 


2 See Josh. xix. 28.——> Ver. 11; Deut. xvi. 14. 


NOTES ON CHAP. II. 

Verse 1. Cana of Galilee] This was a small city 
in the tribe of Asher, Josh. xix. 28, and by saying 
this was Cana of Galilee, the evangelist distinguishes 
it from another Cana, which was in the tribe of Hph- 
raim, in the Samaritan country. See Josh. xvi. 8; 
xvi. 9. 

Some suppose that the third day, mentioned here, 
refers to the third day of the marriage feast: such 
feasts lasting among the Jews seven days. See Judg. 
xiv. 12, 17, 18, and Bishop Pearce. 

The mother of Jesus was there] Some of the an- 
cients have thought that this was the marriage of John 
the evangelist, who is supposed to have been a near 
reJative of our Lord. See the sketch of his life pre- 
fixed to these notes. 

Verse 2. And both Jesus was called, and his disci- 
ples} There are several remarkable circumstances 
here. 1. This was probably the first Christian wed- 
ding that was ever in the world. 

2. The great Author of the Christian religion, 
with his disciples, (probably then only four or five 
in number, see chap. i. 37, &c.,) were invited to it. 

3. The first miracle Jesus Christ wrought was at 
it, and in honour of it. 

4. The mother of Christ, the most pure of all 
virgins, the most holy of all wives, and the first 
Christian mother, was also at it. 

5. The marriage was according to God, or these 
holy persons would not have attended it. 

6. The bride and bridegroom must have been a holy 
pair, otherwise they would have had nothing to do with 
such holy company. 

Marriage is ever honourable in itself; but it is not 
at all times used honourably. Where Jesus is not in- 
vited to bless the union, no good ean be expected ; 
and where the disciples of sin and Satan are preferred 
to the disciples of Christ, on such occasions, it is a 
melancholy intimation that so bad a beginning will 
have a bad ending. I am afraid we may search long, 
before we find a marriage conducted on such principles 
as this appears to have been, even among those who 
make more than a common profession of the religion 
of Christ. 


¢ Chap. xix. 26——4 So 2 Sam. xvi. 10; xix. 22——*® Ch. vii. 6. 
nena RE 
virgin is supposed to have never seen her son work a 
miracle before this time, yet she seems to have ex- 
pected him to do something extraordinary on this oc- 
casion ; as, from her acquaintance with him, she must 
have formed some adequate idea of his power and 
goodness. 

Verse 4. Woman, what have I to do with thee ?] 
Te euoe kat cot, yovac: O, woman, what is this to thee 
and me? This is an abrupt denial, as if he had said : 
“‘ We are not employed to provide the necessaries for 
this feast: this matter belongs to others, who should 
have made a proper and sufficient provision for the 
persons they had invited.” The words seem to con- 
vey a reproof to the virgin, for meddling with that 
which did not particularly concern her. The holiest 
persons are always liable to errors of judgment: and 
should ever conduct themselves with modesty and hu- 
mility, especially in those things in which the provi- 
dence of God is particularly concerned. But here in- 
deed there appears to be no blame. It is very likely 
the bride or bridegroom’s family were relatives of the 
blessed virgin; and she would naturally suppose that 
our Lord would feel interested for the honour and com- 
fort of the family, and, knowing that he possessed extra- 
ordinary power, made this application to him to come 
forward to their assistance. Our Lord’s answer to his 
mother, if properly translated, is far from being dis- 
respectful. He addresses the virgin as he did the Sy- 
rophenician woman, Matt. xv. 28; as he did the Sa- 
maritan woman, John iv. 21; as he addressed his dis- 
consolate mother when he hung upon the cross, chap. 
xix. 26; as he did his most affectionate friend Mary 
Magdalene, chap. xx. 15, and as the angels had ad- 
dressed her before, ver. 13 ; and as St. Paul does the 
believing Christian woman, 1 Cor. vii. 16; in all 
which places the same term, yuvat, which occurs in 
this verse, is used; and where certainly no kind of 
disrespect is intended; but, on the contrary, complai- 
sance, affability, tenderness, and concern: and in this 
sense it is used in the best Greek writers. 

Mine hour is not yet come.] Or, my time, for in 
this sense the word pa is often taken. My time for 
working a miracle is not yet fully come. WhatI do, 
I do when necessary, and not before. Nature is un- 


Verse 3. They have no wine.] Though the blessed | steady—full of haste ; and ever blundering, in conse- 
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Christ works his 


i 5 His mother saith unto the ser- 


a Geer vants, Whatsoever he saith unto 
you, do zt. 

6 And there were set there six waterpots of 
stone, * after the manner of the purifying of the 
Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots 
with water. And they filled them up to the 
brim. 

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, 


f Mark vii. 3. 


quence. It is the folly and sin of men that they are 
ever finding fault with the Divine providence. Accord- 
ing to them, God never does any thing in due time— 
he is too early or too late: whereas it is utterly im- 
possible for the Divine wisdom to forestall itself; or 
for the Divine goodness to delay what is necessary. 

Verse 5. His mother saith, &c.] The virgin seems 
to have understood our Lord as hinted above. It was 
not yet time to grant them a supply, because the want 
had not as yet been generally felt. _ But, silently re- 
ceiving the respectful caution, she saw that the mira- 
cle should be wrought when it best suited the purposes 
of the Divine wisdom. 

Verse 6. After the manner of the purifying of the 
Jews] Or, for the purpose of the purifying of the 
Jews. The preposition cata, which I have translated, 
for the purpose, often denotes in the best Greek writers 
the final cause of a thing. See several examples pro- 
duced by Raphelius, from Arrian and Herodotus. 
These six vessels were set in a convenient place, for 
the purpose of the Jews washing their hands before 
they sat down to meat, and probably for other pur- 
poses of purification. See this custom referred to in 
Matt. xv. 2. As to the number six, we need seek 
for no mystery in it; the number of pots was propor- 
tioned to the number of the guests. 

Containing two or three firkins apiece.| Measures 
or metretes, yetpntac. Bishop Cumberland supposes 
that the Syrian metretes is here meant, which he com- 
putes to have held seven pints and one eighth of a pint; 
and, if this computation be right, the whole six water 
pots might have contained about fourteen gallons and 
a quart. Others make each metretes to contain ten 
gallons and two pints: see Arduthnot. But the con- 
tents of the measures of the ancients are so very un- 
certain that it is best, in this and numberless other 
cases, to attempt to determine nothing. 

Verse 8. Governor of the feast.] he original word, 
apxitpicAwvoc, signifies one who is chief or head over 
three couches, or tables. In the Asiatic countries, 
they take their meals sitting, or rather reclining, on 
small low couches. And when many people are pre- 
sent, so that they cannot all eat together, three of these 
low tables or couches are put together in form of a 
crescent, and some one of the guests is appointed to 
take charge of the persons who sit at these tables. 
Hence the appellation of architriclinus, the chief over 
three couches or tables, which in process of time be- 
came applied to the governor or steward of a feast, let 
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CHAP. II. 


JSirst miracle 
and bear unto the governor of the 4; tees 
feast. And they bare 7¢. An. Olymp. 

CCI. 3. 


9 When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and 
knew not whence it was, (but the servants 
which drew the water knew,) the governor of 
the feast called the bridegroom, 

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the be- 
ginning doth set forth good wine ; and when 
men have well drunk, then that which is worse - 


— 


& Chap. iv. 46. 


the guests be many or few; and such person, having 
conducted the business well, had a festive crown put 
on his head by the guests, at the conclusion of the 
feast. See Ecclesiasticus, chap.) xxxii. 1, 2, 3. It 
is very common for the Hindoos to appoint a person 
who is expert in conducting the ceremonies of a feast 
to manage as governor. ‘This person is seldom the 
master of the house. 

And they bare it.| A question has been asked, “* Did 
our Lord turn all the water into wine which the six 
measures contained?” To which I answer: There is 
no proof that he did; and I take it for granted that he 
did not. It may be asked, “ How could a part be 
turned into wine, and not the whole?” 'To which I 
answer: The water, in all likelihood, was changed into 
wine as it was drawn out, and not otherwise. ‘ But 
did not our Lord by this miracle minister to vice, by 
producing an excess of inebriating liquor?” No; for 
the following reasons: 1. The company was a select 
and holy company, where no excess could be permit- 
ted. And, 2. Our Lord does not appear to have fur- 
nished any extra quantity, but only what was neces- 
sary. ‘* But it is intimated in the text that the guests 
were nearly intoxicated before this miraculous addition 
to their wine took place; for the evangelist says, érav 
pedvoSuot, when they have become intoxicated.” - I 
answer: 1. It is not intimated, even in the most in- 
direct manner, that these guests were at all intoxicat- 
ed. 2. The words are not spoken of the persons at 
that wedding at all: the governor of the feast only 
states that such was the common custom at feasts of 
this nature ; without intimating that any such custom 
prevailed there. 3. The original word bears a widely 
different meaning from that which the objection forces 
upon it. The verbs peSvoxo and pedvw, from pedy, 
wine, which, from pera Yvevy, to drink after sacrificing, 
signify not only to inedriate, but to take wane, to drink 
wine, to drink enough: and in this sense the verb is 
evidently used in the Septuagint, Gen. xliii. 34; Cant. 
v. 1; 1 Mace. xvi. 16; Hag. i. 6; Ecclus. i. 16. 
And the Prophet Isaiah, chap. lviii. 11, speaking of 
the abundant blessings of the godly, compares them to a 
watered garden, which the Septuagint translate, o¢ 
Knroc wedvav, by which is certainly understood, not a 
garden drowned with water, but one sufficiently satu- 
rated with it, not having one drop too much, nor too little. 

Verse 10. The good wine until now.] That which 
our Lord now made being perfectly pure, and highly 
nutritive. 
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Jesus goes to Jerusalem 


AWM or) but thou hast kept the good wine 
oh ba until now. 
11 This beginning of miracles did 

Jesus in Cana of Galilee, "and manifested forth 
his glory; and his disciples believed on him. 

12 4 After this he went down to Capernaum, 
he, and his mother, and ‘ his brethren, and his dis- 
ciples : and they continued there not many days. 

13 4 * And the Jews’ passover was at hand: 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 

14 1 And found in the temple those that sold 
oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of 
money sitting : 


ile a 
h Chap. 1. 14.—i Matt. xii. 46k Exod. xii. 14; Deut. xvi. 
1, 16; ver. 23; chap. v. 1; vi. 4; xi. 55. 


Verse 11. This beginning of miracles| It was pro- 
bably the first he ever wrought :—at any rate, it was 
the first he wrought after his baptism, and the first he 
wrought publicly. 

His glory] His supreme Divinity: chap. i. 14. 

His disciples believed on him.] Were more abun- 
dantly confirmed in their faith, that he was either the 
promised Messiah, or a most extraordinary prophet, in 
the fullest intercourse with the ever blessed God. 

Verse 13. And the Jews’ passover was at hand] 
This was the reason why he stayed but a few days at 
Capernaum, ver. 12, as he wished to be present at 
the celebration of this feast at Jerusalem. 

This was the first passover after Christ’s baptism. 
The second is mentioned, Luke vi. 1. The third, John 
vi. 4. And the fourth, which was that at which he was 
crucified, chap. xi. 55. From which it appears, 1. That 
our blessed Lord continued his public ministry about 
three years and a half, according to the prophecy of 
Daniel, chap. iv. 27. And, 2. That, having been 
baptized about the beginning of his thirtieth year, he 
was crucified precisely in the middle of his thirty-third. 
See Martin. 

Verse 14. Found in the temple those that sold oxen, 
&c.] This is a similar fact to that mentioned Matt. 
xxi. 12; Mark xi. 15; Luke xix. 45. See it ex- 
plained on Matt. xxi. 12. Ifit be the same fact, then 
John anticipates three years of time in relating it here ; 
as that cleansing of the temple mentioned by the other 
evangelists took place in the last week of our Lord’s 
life. Mr. Mann, Dr. Priestley, and Bp. Pearce, contend 
that our Lord cleansed the temple only once ; and that 
was at the last passover. Calvin, Mr. Mede, L’ Enfant 
and Beausobre, Dr. Lardner, Bp. Hurd, and Bp. New- 
come, contend that he purged the temple twice; and 
‘hat this, mentioned by John, was the first cleansing, 
which none of the other evangelists have mentioned. 
Let the reader, says Bp. Newcome, observe the order 
of events. 

“ Jesus works his first miracle at Cana of Galilee, 
chap. ii. 11; then he passes a few days at Capernaum, 
which brings him on his way to Jerusalem, ver. 12. 
The passover being near, he goes up to Jerusalem, 
ver. 13, and casts the traders out of the temple, 
ver. 15, 16. At the passover he works many 
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ST. TORN. 


and purges the temple. 
15 And when he had made a 2 le 


scourge of small cords, he drove An. Olymp. 
them all out of the temple, and the 

sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
changers’ money, and overthrew the tables ; 

16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take 
these things hence; make not ™my Father’s 
house a house of merchandise. 

17 And his disciples remembered that it was 
written, ® The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up. 

18 % Then answered the Jews and said 
unto him, ° What sign showest thou unto 


Spee t ashi ge ee) eee ree 
1 Matt. xxi. 12; Mark xi. 15; Luke xix, 45——™Luke ii. 49. 
n Psa. Ixix. 9. © Matt, xii. 38; chap. vi. 30. 


miracles, ver. 23. While he is in Jerusalem, which 
city he does not leave till, chap. iii. 22, Nicodemus 
comes to him by night, chap. iii. 1, 2. Chap. ili. 2 
contains a reference to chap. iil. 23. After these 
things, Jesus departs from Jerusalem, and dwells and 
baptizes in Judea, chap. iii. 22. And all these in- 
cidents take place before John was cast into prison, 
ver. 24. But the second cleansing of the temple 
happens most clearly during the last week of our 
Lord’s life, after the death of the Baptist, and at a 
time when it would be absurd to say that afterwards 
Jesus dwelt and baptized in Judea.” 

The vindication of God’s house from profanation was 
the first and the last care of our Lord; and it is pro- 
bable he degan and finished his public ministry by this 
significant act. 

It certainly appears that John directly asserts an 
early cleansing of the temple, by the series of his his- 
tory; as the other three evangelists assert a later 
cleansing of it. And though the act mentioned here 
seems to be nearly the same with that mentioned by 
the other evangelists, yet there are some differences. 
St. John alone mentions the scourge of rushes, and the 
casting out of the sheep and oxen. Besides, there is 
a considerable difference in our Lord’s manner of doing 
it: in the cleansing mentioned by the three evangelists, 
he assumes a vast deal of authority, and speaks more 
pointedly concerning himself, than he appears to do in 
this cleansing mentioned by St. John: the reason 
which has been given is, In the first cleansing he was 
just entering upon his public ministry, and therefore 
avoided (as much as was corisistent with the accom- 
plishment of his work) the giving any offence to the 
Jewish rulers; but, in the dast cleansing, he was just 
concluding his ministry, being about to offer up his life 
for the salvation of the world, in consequence of which 
he speaks fully and without reserve. For answers to 
all the objections made against two cleansings of the 
temple, see the notes at the end of Bp. Newcome’s 
Greek Harmony of the Gospels, pp. 7, 8, 9. 

Verse 17. The zeal of thine house] See Psa. lix. 
10. Zeal to promote thy glory, and to keep thy wor- 
ship pure. 

Verse 18. What sign showest thou] See on Matt. 
xii. 38, and xvi. 1. When Moses came to deliver 
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Many believe on him 


AM ae us, seeing that thou doest these 


ma otis things ? 
Aly} 

19 Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up. 

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years 
was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear 
it up in three days ? 

21 But he spake 4 of the temple of his body. 

22 When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, *his disciples remembered that he had 


CHAP. III. 


because of his miracles. 


said this unto them; and they be- 4. ee 
lieved the scripture, and the word An. Olymp. 
which Jesus had said. raed a 

23 9 Now when he was in Jerusalem at 
the passover, in the feast day, many believed 
in his name, when they saw the miracles which 
he did. 

24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
them, because he knew all men, 

25 And needed not that any should testify 
of man: for *he knew what was in man. 


P Matt. xxvi. 61; xxvii. 40; Mark xiv. 58; xv. 29. 4 Col. ii. 
9; Heb. vill. 2; so 1 Cor. iii. TGs" vi. ‘19; 2 Cor. vi: 16. 


Israel, he gave signs, or miracles, that he acted under 
a Divine commission. What miracle dost thou work 
to show us that thou art vested with similar authority? 

Verse 19. Destroy this temple] Tov vaov rovrov, 
This very temple ; perhaps pointing to his body at the 
same time. 

Verse 20. Forty and six years was this temple in 
building| The temple of which the Jews spake was 
begun to be rebuilt by Herod the Great, in the 18th 
year of his reign: Jos. Ant. b. xv. c. 11, s. 1; and 
xx. c. 9,8. 5,7. But though he finished the main 
work in nine years and a half, yet some additional 
buildings or repairs were constantly carried on for many 
years afterwards. Herod began the work stxteen years 
before the birth of our Lord: the transactions which 
are here related took place in the thirtieth year of our 
Lord, which make the term exactly forty-six years. 
Rosenmiiller. Josephus, Ant. b. xx. c. 8,8. 5, 7, has 
told us that the whole of the buildings belonging to the 
temple were not finished till Nero’s reign, when Aldinus, 
the governor of Judea, was succeeded by Gessius F'lo- 
rus, which was eighty years after the eighteenth year 
of Herod’s reign. See Bp. Pearce. 

Verse 21. Of the temple of his body.| Rather, the 
temple, his body: his body had no particular temple : 
but if was the temple of his Divinity—the place in 
which, as in the ancient temple, his Godhead dwelt. 
See how the Jews perverted these words, Matt. xxvi. 
60, and the notes there. 

Verse 22. Remembered that he had said this unto 
them] Avrocc, to them, is wanting in AEHLMS, Matt. 
BV, upwards of one hundred others ; both the Syriac, 
Persic, Arabic, Coptic, Ethiopic, Armenian, Slavonic, 
Vulgate, and Jtala. Griesbach has left it out of the 
text. 

They beheved the scripture] The scripture which 
the evangelist immediately refers to may have been 
Psa. xvi. 10. Compare this with Acts ii. 31, 32, and 
with chap. xiii. 35-37. See also Psa. ii. 7, and com- 


r Luke xxiv. 8. 5] Sam. xvi. 7; 1 Chron. xxviii. 9; Matt. 
ix.4; Mark ii. 8; ch. vi. 64; xvi. 30; Acts i. 24; Rev. 11. 23. 


pare it with Heb. i. 5, and chap. v. 5, and with Acts 
xiii. 33. They understood these scriptures in a sense 
in which they never before understood them. 

It is the property of many prophecies never to be 
understood except by their accomplishment; but these 
are so marked that, when their fulfilment takes place, 
they cannot be misunderstood, or applied to any other 
event. 

Verse 23. Many believed in his name] They be= 
lieved him to be the promised Messiah, but did not 
believe in him to the salvation of their souls: for we 
find, from the following verse, that their hearts were 
fot at all changed, because our blessed Lord could not 
trust himself to them. 

Verse 24. He knew all men] Instead of ravtac, all 
men, EGH, and about thirty others, tead mavta, every 
man, or all things ; and this I am inclined to believe 
is the true feading. Jesus knew all things ; and why? 
Because he made all things, chap. i. 3, and because he 
was the all-wise God, ver. 1; and he knew all men, 
because he alone searches the heart, and tries the reins. 
He knows who are sincere, and who are hypocritical : 
he knows those in whom he can confide, and those to 
whom he can neither trust himself nor his gifts. Read- 
er, he also knows thee: thy cares, fears, perplexities, 
temptations, afflictions, desires, and hopes ; thy helps 
and hinderances ; the progress thou hast made in the 
Divine life, or thy declension from it. If he know 
thee to be hypocritical or iniquitous, he looks upon 
thee with abhorrence : if he know thee to be of a meek 
and broken spirit, he looks on thee with pity, compla- 
cency, and delight. Take courage—thou canst say, 
Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that I do 
love thee, and mourn because I love and serve thee so 
little: then expect him to come in unto thee, and make 
his abode with thee: while thy eye and heart are 
simple, he will love thee, and thy whole soul shall 
be full of light. To him be glory and dominion for 
ever ! 


CHAPTER III. 


The conversation between Nicodemus and our Lord, about the new birth and faith in his testwnony, 1-15 


The love of God, the source of human salvation, 16. 
Jesus and his disciples come to Judea, and baptize, 22. 


21. 


Vou. I. ( 3@ ) 


Who are condemned, and who are approved, 17— 
John baptizes in Ainon, 23, 24. The dis. 
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The discourse of our 


ciples of John and the Pharisees dispute about purifyin, 
ples about Christ, m which the excellence, perfection, 


pointed out, 26-36. 


agen THERE was a man of the Pha- 
An. Qlymp. risees, *named Nicodemus, a 
COL3 ruler of the Jews. 
29 >The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: for ° no man can do 


a Chap. vii. 50; xix. 39 Ch. ix. 16, 33; 11.23; vil.13; xii. 42. 
¢ Chap. ix. 16, 33; Acts il. 22——4 Acts x. 38. 
Te ee 2 a eS 3 
NOTES ON CHAP. III. 

Verse 1. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.) One of 
the members of the grand Sanhedrin; for such were 
ordinarily styled rulers among the Jews. A person 
of the name of Nicodemus, the son of Gorion, is men- 
tioned in the Jewish writings, who lived in the time 
of Vespasian, and was reputed to be so rich that he 
could’ support all the inhabitants of Jerusalem for ten 
years. But this is said in their usual extravagant 
mode of talking. 

Verse 2. Came to Jesus by night] He had matters 
‘of the utmost importance, on which he wished to con- 
sult Christ ; and he chose the night season, perhaps 
less through the fear of man than through a desire to 
have Jesus alone, as he found him all the day encom- 
passed with the multitude ; so that it was impossible 
for him to get an opportunity to speak fully on those 
weighty affairs concerning which he intended to con- 
sult him. However, we may take it for granted that 
he had no design at present to become his disciple ; 
as baptism and circumcision, which were the initiating 
ordinances among the Jews, were never administered 
in the night time. If any person received baptism by 
night, he was not acknowledged for a proselyte. See 
Wetstein. But as Jews were not obliged to be bap- 
tized, they being circumcised, and consequently in the 
covenant, he, being a Jew, would not feel any neces- 
sity of submitting to this rite. 

Rabbi] My Master, or Teacher, a title of respect 
given to the Jewish doctors, something like our Doctor 
of Divinity, i. e. teacher of Divine things. But as 
there may be many found among us who, though they 
bear the title, are no teacher's, so it was among the 
Jews; and perhaps it was in reference to this that 
Nicodemus uses the word didacxaioc, didaskalos, im- 
mediately after, by which, in chap. i. 39, St. John 
translates the word rabbi. Rabdz, teacher, is often 
no more than a title of respect : didaskalos signifies a 
person who not only has the name of teacher, but who 
actually does teach. 

We know that thou art a teacher come from God] 
We, all the members of the grand Sanhedrin, and all 
the rulers of the people, who have paid proper atten- 
tion to thy doctrine and miracles. We are all con- 
vinced of this, though we are not all candid enough to 
own it. It is possible, however, that ovdauev, we 
know, signifies no more than, it is known, it is gene- 
rally acknowledged and allowed, that thou art a teacher 
come from God. 
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ST. JOHN. 


Lord with Nicodemus. 


,25. The discourse between John and his disct- 
and privileges, of the Christian dispensatian are 


these miracles that thou doest, Re ee 
d i im. An. Olym 
except “ God be with him eRe 


3 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, ° Except 
a man be born £ again, he cannot see the king 
dom of God. 


Gal. vi. 15; Tit. iii.5; James i. 18; 1 Pet. 1. 23; 
1 John iii. 9——! Or, from above. 
ee ee 

No man can do these miracles} It is on the evi- 
dence of thy miracles that I ground my opinion of 
thee. No man can do what thou dost, unless the om- 
nipotence of God be with him. 

Verse 3. Jesus answered] Not in the language of 
compliment :—he saw the state of Nicodemus’s soul, 
and he immediately addressed himself to him on a 
subject the most interesting and important. But what 
connection is there between our Lord’s reply, and the 
address of Nicodemus? Probably our Lord saw that 
the object of his visit was to inquire about the Mes- 
siah’s kingdom; and in reference to this he imme- 
diately says, Except a man be born again, &e. 

The repetition of amen, or verily, verily, among the 
Jewish writers, was considered of equal import with 
the most solemn oath. 

Be born again] Or, from above: different to that 
new birth which the Jews supposed every baptized 
proselyte enjoyed ; for they held that the Gentile, who 
became a proselyte, was like a child new born. This 
birth was of water from below: the birth for which 
Christ contends is avetev, from above—by the agency 
of the Holy Spirit. Every man must have two births, 
one from heaven, the other from earth—one of his 
body, the other of his soul: without the first he can- 
not see nor enjoy this world, without the dast he can 
not see nor enjoy the kingdom of God. As there is 
an absolute necessity that a child should be born into 
the world, that he may see its light, contemplate its 
glories, and enjoy its good, so there is an absolute 
necessity that the soul should be brought out of its 
state of darkness and sin, through the light and power 
of the grace of Christ, that it may be able to see, sdevv, 
or, to discern, the glories and excellencies of the 
kingdom of Christ here, and be prepared for the enjoy- 
ment of the kingdom of glory hereafter. The Jews 
had some general notion of the new birth; but, like 
many among Christians, they put the acts of prose- 
lytism, baptism, &c., in the place of the Holy Spirit 
and his influence: they acknowledged that a man must 
be born again; but they made that new birth to con- 
sist in profession, confession, and external washing. 
See on ver. 10. 

The new birth which is here spoken of compre- 
hends, not only what is termed justification or pardon, 
but also sanctification or holiness. Sin must be par- 
doned, and the impurity of the heart washed away, 
before any soul can possibly enter into the kingdom of 
God. As this new dirth implies the renewing of the 
({ 34&5.3 


e Chap. 1. 13; 


at 


The discourse of our 


AM. 4051. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How 


re reg. can a man be born when he is old ? 
— can he enter the second time into 
his mother’s womb, and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, § Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. : 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 


CHAP. II. 


Lord with Nicodemus. 

sencuha Sea oe (se A.M. 4031, 
hi t which is born of the Spirit Atos 
1s spirit. An. Olymp 
CCL 3. 


7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, 
Ye must be born * again. 

8 ‘The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 


& Mark xvi. 16; Acts ii. 38—— Or, from above. 


i Eccles. xi. 5; 1 Cor. ii. 11. 


whole soul in righteousness and true holiness, it is not 
a matter that may be dispensed with: heaven is a 
place of holiness, and nothing but what is like itself 
can ever enter into it. 

Verse 4. How can a man be born when he is old 2] 
It is probable that Nicodemus was pretty far advanced 
in age at this time; and from his answer we may 
plainly perceive that, like the rest of the Jews, and 
like «multitudes of Christians, he rested in the letter, 
without paying proper attention to the spirit: the 
shadow, without the thing signified, had hitherto satis- 
fied him. Our Lord knew him to be in this state, and 
this was the cause of his pointed address to him. 

Verse 5. Of water and of the Spirit] To the bap- 
tism of water a man was admitted when he became a 
proselyte to the Jewish religion ; and, in this baptism, 
he promised in the most solemn manner to renounce 
idolatry, te take the God of Israel for his God, and to 
have his life conformed to the precepts of the Divine 
law. But the water which was used on the occasion 
was only an emblem of the Holy Spirit. The soul 
was considered as in a state of defilement, because of 
past sin: now, as by that water the body was washed, 
cleansed, and refreshed, so, by the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, the soul was to be purified from its de- 
filement, and strengthened to walk in the way of truth 
and holiness. 

When John came baptizing with water, he gave the 
Jews the plainest intimations that this would not suf- 
fice ; that it was only typical of that baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, under the similitude of fire, which they 
must all receive from Jesus Christ: see Matt. iii. 11. 
Therefore, our Lord asserts that a man must be dorn 
of ‘water and the Spirit, i. e. of the Holy Ghost, which, 
represented under the similitude of water, cleanses, 
refreshes, and purifies the soul. Reader, hast thou 
never had any other baptism than that of water? If 
thou hast not had any other, take Jesus Christ’s word 
for it, thou canst not, in thy present state, enter into 
the kingdom of God. I would not say to thee merely, 
read what it is to be born of the Spirit: but pray, O 
pray to God incessantly, till he give thee to feel what 
is implied in it! Remember, it is Jesus only who bap- 
tizes with the Holy Ghost: see chap.i. 33. He who 
receives not this baptism has neither right nor title to 
the kingdom of God; nor can he with any propriety 
be termed a Christian, because that which essentially 
distinguished the Christian dispensation from that of 
the Jews was, that its author baptized all his followers 
with the Holy Ghost. 
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Though baptism by water, into the Christian faith, 
was necessary to every Jew and Gentile that entered 
into the kingdom of the Messiah; it is not necessary 
that by water and the Spirit (in this place) we should 
understand two different things : it is probably only an 
elliptical form of speech, for the Holy Spirit under the 
similitude of water; as; in Matt. iii. 3, the Holy 
Ghost and fire, do not mean two things, but one, viz. 
the Holy Ghost under the similitude of fire—pervad- 
ing every part, refining and purifying the whole. 

Verse 6. That which is born of the flesh is flesh} 
This is the answer to the objection made by Nicode- 
mus in ver. 4. Can a man enter the second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born? Our Lord here inti= 
mates that, were even this possible, it would not 
answer the end; for the plant will ever be of the 
nature of the seed that produces it—Jike will beget its 
lke. ‘The kingdom of God is spiritual and holy ; and 
that which is born of the Spirit resembles the Spirit ; 
for as he is who begat, so is he who is begotten of 
him. Therefore, the spiritual regeneration is essen 
tially necessary, to prepare the soul for a holy and 
spiritual kingdom. 

Verse 8. The wind bloweth] Though the manner 
in which this new birth is effected by the Divine 
Spirit, be incomprehensible to us, yet we must not, on 
this ground, suppose it to be impossible. The wind 
blows in a variety of directions—-we hear its sound, 
perceive its operation in the motion of the trees; &c., 
and feel it on ourselves—but we cannot discern the 
air itself; we only know that it exists by the effects 
which it produces: so is every one who is born of the 
Spirit: the effects are as discernible and as sensible 
as those of the wind; but itself we cannot see. But 
he who is born of God knows that he is thus born: 
the Spirit itself, the grand agent in this new birth, 
beareth witness with his spirit, that he 1s born of God, 
Rom. viii. 16; for, he that believeth hath the witness 
im himself, 1 John iv. 13, and v. 10; Gal. iv. 6. 
And so does this Spirit work in and by him that others, 
though they see not the prinerple, can easily discern 
the change produced; for whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world, 1 John v. 4. 

Verse 9. How can these things be?} Our Lord 
had very plainly told him how these things could be, 
and illustrated the new birth by one of the most pro- 
per similes that could be chosen ; but so intent was 
this great man on making every thing submit to the 
testimony of his senses that he appears unwilling to 
believe any thing, unless he can comprehend it. This 
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ite Mlb; How can 


An. Olymp. be? 

2 10 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest 
not these things ? 

11 } Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak 
that we do know, and testify that we have 


these things 


ST. JOHN. 


Lord with Nicodemus 

: m : A. M. 4031. 
seen; and ™ye receive not our “,"5,"o7, 

ity 4 An. Olymp 
witness piel 


12 If I have told you earthly ———— 
things, and ye believe not, how shall ye be- 
lieve, if I tell you of heavenly things ? 

13 And "no man hath ascended up to hea- 
ven but he that came down from heaven, even 


k Chap. vi. 52, 60.—! Matt. x1. 27; chap. i. 18; vil. 16; vill. 
28; xii. 49; xiv. 24. 


is the case with many—they profess to believe because 
they comprehend ; but they are impostors who speak 
thus: there is not a man inthe universe that can fully 
comprehend one operation, either of God or his instru- 
ment nature; and yet they must believe, and do 
believe, though they never did nor ever can fully 
comprehend, or account for, the objects of their faith. 

Verse 10. Art thou a master of Israel, &c.] Hast 
thou taken upon thee to guide the blind into the way 
of truth; and yet knowest not that truth thyself? Dost 
thou command proselytes to be baptized with water, 
as an emblem of a new birth; and art thou unac- 
quainted with the cause, necessity, nature, and effects 
of that new birth? How many masters are there still 
in Israel who are in this respect deplorably ignorant ; 
and, strange to tell, publish their ignorance and folly 
in the sight of the sun, by writing and speaking against 
the thing itself! It is strange that such people cannot 
keep their own secret. 

“ But water baptism is this new birth.” No. Jesus 
tells you, a man must be born of water and the Spirit ; 
and the water, and its effects upon the body, differ as 
much from this Spirit, whichsit is intended to repre- 
sent, and the effects produced in the soul, as real fire 
does from painted flame. 

“ But I am taught to believe that this baptism is 
regeneration.” Then you are taught to believe a falsity. 
The Church of England, in which perhaps you are a 
teacher or a member, asks the following questions, 
and returns the subjoined answers. 

““Q. How many sacraments hath Christ ordained 
in his Church ?” 

“ A. Two only, as generally necessary to salvation, 
that is to say, baptism and the supper of the Lord.” 

“<Q. How many parts are there in a sacrament ?” 

“ A. Two. The outward visible sign, and the in- 
ward spiritual grace.” 

““@. What is the outward visible sign, or form, in 
baptism ?” 

“ A. Water, wherein the person is baptized, In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

“ Q. What is the inward and spiritual grace 1” 

“A. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto right- 
eousness ; for being by nature born in sin, and the 
children of wrath, we are hereby made the children 
of grace.” 

Now, I ask, Whereby are such persons made the 
children of grace? Not by the water, but by the 
death unto sin, and the new birth unto righteousness : 
i. e. through the agency of the Holy Ghost, sin is de- 
stroyed, and the soul filled with holiness. 
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n Proy. xxx. 4; chap. vi. 33, 38, 51, 62; xvi. 28; 
Acts ii. 34; 1 Cor. xv. 47; Eph. iv. 9, 10. 


m Ver. 32. 


Verse 11. We speak that we do know] I and my 
disciples do not profess to teach a religion which we 
do not understand, nor exemplify in our conduct. A 
strong but delicate reproof to Nicodemus, who, though 
a master of Israel, did not understand the very rudi- 
ments of the doctrine of salvation. He was ignorant 
of the nature of the new birth. How wretched is the 
lot of that minister, who, while he professes to recom- 
mend the salvation of God to others, is all the while 
dealing in the meagre, unfruitful traffic of an unfelt 
truth! Let such either acquire the knowledge of the 
grace of God themselves, or cease to proclaim it. : 

Ye receive not our witness.] It was deemed criminal 
among the Jews to question or depart from the autho 
rity of their teachers. Nicodemus grants that our 
Lord is a teacher come from God, and yet scruples to 
receive his testimony relative to the new birth, and 
the spiritual nature of the Messiah’s kingdom. 

Verse 12. If I have told you earthly things] If, 
after J have illustrated this new birth by a*most ex- 
pressive metaphor taken from earthly things, and after 
all you believe not ; how can you believe, should I tell 
you of heavenly things, in such language as angels use, 
where earthly images and illustrations can have no 
place? Or, if you, a teacher in Israel, do not under- 
stand the nature of such an earthly thing, or custom 
of the kingdom established over the Jewish nation, as 
being born of baptism, practised every day in the 
initiation of proselytes, how will you understand such 
heavenly things as the initiation of my disciples by 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire from heaven, 
if I should proceed farther on the subject ? 

Verse 13. No man hath ascended] ‘This seems a 
figurative expression for, No man hath known the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of God; as in Deut. xxx. 12; 
Psa.* xxiii: 173 Prov. xxx) 43° Rom.'xi0'34) And 
the expression is founded upon this generally received 
maxim: That to be perfectly acquainted with the con- 
cerns of a place, it is necessary for a person to be on 
the spot. But our Lord probably spoke to correct a 
false notion among the Jews, viz. that Moses had as- 
cended to heaven, in order to get the law. It is not 
Moses who is to be heard now, but Jesus: Moses did 
not ascend to heaven; but the Son of man is come 
down from heaven to reveal the Divine will. 

That came down] 'The incarnation of Christ is 
represented under the notion of his coming down frem 
heaven, to dwell upon earth. ie 

Which is in heaven.] Lest a wrong meaning should 
be taken from the foregoing expression, and it should 
be imagined that, in order to manifest himself upon 
earth, he must necessarily leave heaven; our blessed 
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AM; ‘S3l. the Son of man which is in 


An. Olymp. heaven. 

14 9° Andas Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so > must the 
Son of man be lifted up; 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but 4 have eternal life. 
16 %* For God so loved the world, that he 


° Num. xxi. 9.—P Chap. viii. 28; xii. 32.——4 Ver. 36; chap. 
vi. 47.— Rom. v. 8; 1 John iv. 9. 


Lord qualifies it by adding, the Son of man who is in 
heaven ; pointing out, by this, the ubiquity or omni- 
presence of his nature: a character essentially belong- 
ing to God; for no being can possibly exist in more 
places than one at a time, but HE who fills, the heavens 
and the earth. og 

Verse 14. As Moses lifted up] He shows the 
reason why he descended from heaven, that he might 
be lifted up, i. e. crucified, for the salvation of man- 
kind, and be, by the appointment of God, as certain a 
remedy for sinful souls as the brazen serpent elevated 
on a pole, Num. xxi. 9, was for the bodies of the 
Israelites, which had been bitten by the fiery serpents 
in the wilderness. It does not appear to me that the 
brazen serpent was ever intended to be considered as 
a type of Christ. It is possible to draw likenesses and 
resemblances out of any thing; but, in such matters as 
these, we should take heed that we go no farther than 
we can say, Thus it is written. Among the Jews, 
the brazen serpent was considered a type of the re- 
surrection—through it the dying lived; and so, by the 
voice of God, they that were dead shall be raised to 
life. As the serpent was raised up, so shall Christ be 
lifted up: as they who were stung by the fiery ser- 
pents were restored by looking up to the brazen ser- 
pent, so those who are infected with and dying through 
sin are healed and saved, by looking up to and beliey- 
ing in Christ crucified. These are all the analogies 
which we can legitimately trace between the lifting up 
of the brazen serpent, and the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. The lifting up of the Son of man may refer 
to his mediatorial office at the right hand of God. 
See the note on Num. xxi. 9. 

Verse 15. That whosoever believeth] Bp. Pearce 
supposes that this verse is only the conclusion of the 
16th, and that it has been inserted in this place by 
mistake. The words contain the reason of the subject 
in the following verse, and seem to break in upon our 
Lord’s argument before he had fully stated it. The 
words, pn aroAnrat ad2a, may not perish but, are omit- 
ted by some very ancient MSS. and versions. 

Verse 16. For God so loved the world] Such a love 
as that which induced God to give his only begotten 
Son to die for the world could not be described :-— 
Jesus Christ does not attempt it. He has put an 
eternity of meaning in the particle otro, so, and left a 
8 r everlasting contemplation, wonder, and 
praise, to angels and to men. ‘The same evangelist 
uses a similar mode of expression, 1 Epist. iii. 1: 
Behold, WHAT MANNER of love, rwotarnv .ayarny, the 
Father hath bestowed upon us. 
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gave his only begotten Son, that 4, M4031. 
whosoever believeth in him should An. Olymp: 
not perish, but have everlasting life. = 

17 * For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. 

18 4 * He that believeth on him is not con 
demned : but he that believeth not is condemn- 


8 Luke ix. 56; chap. v. 45; viii. 15; xii. 47; 1 John iv. 14. 
t Chap. v. 24; vi. 40,47; xx. 31. 


From the subject before him, let the reader attend 
to the following particulars. 

First, The world was in a ruinous, condemned state, 
about to perish everlastingly ; and was utterly without 
power to rescue itself from destruction. 

Secondly, That God, through the impulse of his 
eternal love, provided for its rescne and salvation, by 
giving his Son to die for it. 

Thirdly, That the sacrifice of Jesus was the only 
mean by which the redemption of man could he effect- 
ed, and that it is absolutely sufficient to accomplish this 
gracious design: for it would have been inconsistent 
with the wisdom of God, to have appointed a sacrifice 
greater in itself, or Jess in its merit, than what the 
urgent necessities of the case required. 

Fourthly, That sin must be an indescribable evil, 
when it required no less a sacrifice, to make atonement 
for it, than God manifested in the flesh. 

Fifthly, That no man is saved through this sacrifice, 
but he that delieves, i. e. who credits what God has 
spoken concerning Christ, his sacrifice, the end for 
which it was offered, and the way in which it is to be 
applied in order to become effectual. 

Sixthly, That those who believe receive a double 
benefit: 1. They are exempted from eternal perdition 
—that they may not perish. 2. They are brought to 
eternal glory—that they may have everlasting life. 
These two benefits point out tacitly the state of man: 
—he is guilty, and therefore exposed to punishment ; 
he is impure, and therefore unfit for glory. 

They point out also the ¢wo grand operations of 
grace, by which the salvation of man is effected. 1, 
Justification, by which the guilt of sin is removed, and 
consequently the person is no longer obnoxious to per- 
dition. 2. Sanctification, or the purification of his nature, 
by which he is properly fitted for the kingdom of glory. 

Verse 17. For God sent not, &c.| It was the 
opinion of the Jews that the Gentiles, whom they 
often term the world, moby élmah, and DYN NIN 
omoth kdolam, nations of the world, were to be de- 
stroyed in the days of the Messiah. Christ corrects 
this false opinion; and teaches here a contrary doc- 
trine. God, by giving his Son, and publishing his 
design in giving him, shows that he purposes the sal- 
vation, not the destruction, of the world—the Gentile 
people : nevertheless, those who will not receive the 
salvation he had provided for them, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, must necessarily perish ; for this plain reason, 
There is but one remedy, and they refuse to apply it. 

Verse 18. He that believeth] As stated before on 
vey, 16, 
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Who are condemned, 


A. M. 4031. 2 
a already, because he hath not be 


An. Olymp. lieved in the name of the only be- 
be gotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, * that light 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For ¥ every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be ’ reproved, 


u Chap. i. 4, 9,10, 11; viii. 12. ¥ Job xxiv. 13, 17; Eph. v. 13. 


ST. JOHN. 


and who approved 


A. M. 4031. 
21 But he that doeth truth com- pe 


eth to the light, that his deeds may = oor 
be made manifest, that they are a 
wrought in God. : 

22 4 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judea; and there he 
tarried with them, *and baptized. 

23 % And Jobn also was baptizing in Aunon, 
near to ¥ Salim, because there was much 


w Or, discovered. x Chap. iv. 2.——Y 1 Sam. ix. 4. 


Is not condemned] For past sin, that being forgiven 
on his believing in Christ, 

But he that believeth not} When the Gospel is 
preached to him, and the way of salvation made plain. 

Is condemned already| Continues under the con- 
demnation which Divine justice has passed upon all 
sinners; and has this superadded, He hath not believed 
on the name of the only begotten Son of God, and 
therefore is guilty of the grossest insult to the Divine 
majesty, in neglecting, slighting, and despising the sal- 
vation which the infinite merey of Ged had provided 
for him. ‘ 

Verse 19. This is the condemnation] That is, this 
is the reason why any shall be found finally to perish, 
not that they came into the world with a perverted 
and corrupt nature, which is true ; nor that they lived 
many years in the practice of sin, which is also true; 
but because they refused to receive the salvation which 
God sent to them. 

Light is come] ‘That is, Jesus, the Sun of right- 
eousness, the fountain of light and life; diffusing his 
benign influences every where, and favouring men with 
a clear and full revelation of the Divine will. 

Men loved darkness| Have preferred sin to holi- 
ness, Belial to Christ, and hell to heaven. wn chashac, 
darkness, is frequently used by the Jewish writers 
for the angel of death and for the devil. See many 
examples in Schoettgen. 

Because their deeds were evil.| An allusion to rob- 
bers and cut-throats, who practise their abominations 
in the night season, for fear of being detected. The 
sun is a common blessing to the human race—it 
shines to all, envies none, and calls all to necessary 
labour. If any one choose rather to sleep by day, 
that he may rob and murder in the night season, he 
does this to his own peril, and has no excuse :—his 
punishment is the necessary consequence of his own 
unconstrained actions. So will the punishment of 
ungodly men be. There was light—they refused to 
walk in it. They chose to walk in the darkness, that 
they might do the works of darkness—they broke the 
Divine law, refused the mercy offered to them, are 
arrested by Divine justice, convicted, condemned, and 
punished. Whence, then, does their damnation pro- 
eeed? From THEMSELVES. 

Verse 20. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light] He who doth vile or abominable things: alluding 
to the subject mentioned in the preceding verse. 

The word ¢aviog, evil or vile, is supposed by some 
to come from the Hebrew wha phalas, to roll, and so 
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cover oneself in dust or ashes, which was practised in 
token of humiliation and grief, not only by the more 
eastern nations, see Job xlii. 6, but also by the Greeks 
and Trojans, as appears from Homer, Iliad xviii. 1. 
26; xxii. l. 414; xxiv. 1. 640; compare Virgil, Ain. 
x. 1. 844; and Ovid, Metam. lib, viii. 1. 528. From 
the above Hebrew word, it is likely that the Saxon 
ful, the English foul, the Latin vilis, and the English 
vile, are derived. See Parkhurst under gavioc. 

Lest his deeds should be reproved.| Or discovered. 
To manifest or discover, is one sense of the original 
word, eAeyyw, in the best Greek writers; and it is 
evidently its meaning in this place. 

Verse 21. Wrought in God.] In his presence, and 
through his assistance. This is the end of our Lord’s 
discourse to Nicodemus ; and though we are not in- 
formed here of any good effects produced by it, yet 
we learn from other scriptures that it had produced 
the most blessed effects in his mind, and that from 
this time he became a disciple of Christ. He publicly 
defended our Lord in the Sanhedrin, of which he was 
probably a member, chap. vii. 50; and, with Joseph 
of Arimathea, gave him an honourable funeral, chap. 
xix, 39, when all his bosom friends had deserted him. 
See Dodd. 

Verse 22, Came—inio the land of Judea] Jerusa- 
lem itself, where Christ held the preceding discourse 
with Nicodemus, was in Judea; but the evangelist 


“means that our Lord quitted the city and its suburbs, 


and went into the country parts. The same distinc- 
tion between Jerusalem and Judea is made, Acts i. 8; 
x. 39; and in 1 Mace. iii. 34; and in 2 Macc. i. 1, 
10. See Bp. Pearce. 

And baptized.| It is not clear that Christ did bap- 
tize any with water, but his disciples did—chap. iv. 
2; and what they did, by his authority and command, 
is attributed to himself. It is a common custom, in 
all countries and in all languages, to attribute the 
operations of those who are under the government and 
direction of another to him by whom they are directed 
and governed, Same however suppose that Christ at 
first did baptize; but, when he got disciples, he left 
this work to them: and thus these two places are to 
be understood :—1. this place, of Christ’s baptizing 
before he called the twelve disciples ; and 2. chap. iv. 
2, of the baptism administered by the diceiglectaal 
they had been called to the work by Christ. 

Verse 23, In Anon] This tlace was eight miles 
southward from Scythopolis, between Salim and 
Jordan. 

1 


Farther testimony 


= m.. — water there: 7 and they came, and 


An, He were baptized. 
: 24 For * John was not yet cast 


into prison. 

25 | Then there arose a question between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews about 
purifying. 

26 And they came unto John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, » to whom thou barest witness, be- 
hold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to 
him. 

27 John answered and said, *° A man can 
‘receive nothing, except it be given him 
from heaven. 

28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I 


CHAP. III. 


of John to Chrost. 


said, °I am not the Christ, but * e eet 
f that I am sent before him. ass Ofna 
CCI. 3. 


29 &® He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom: but "the friend of the bride- 
groom, which standeth and heareth him, re- 
joiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s 
voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

31 ‘He that cometh from above ¥ is above 
all: ' he that is of the earth is earthly ; and 
speaketh of the earth: ™ he that cometh from 
heaven is above all. 

32 And ® what he hath seen and heard, that 
he testifieth ; and no man receiveth his testi 
mony. 

33 He that hath received his testimony ° hath 


z Matt. iii. 5, 6. 


a Matt. xiv. 3——» Chap. i. 7, 15, 27, 34. 
©1 Cor. iv. 7; Heb. v. 4; James i. 17——4 Or, take unto oe 
self. e Chap. an 20; 27: oa Mal. in. 1; Mark i 1.2; Luke i. 
17.—+ Matt. xxii. 2; 2 Cor. xi. 2; Eph. v. 25, 27; Rev. xxi. 9. 


There was much water] And this was equally 
necessary, where such multitudes were baptized, 
whether the ceremony were performed either by dip- 
ping or sprinkling. But as the Jewish custom required 
the persons to stand in the water, and, having been 
instructed, and entered into a covenant to renounce 
all idolatry, and take the God of Israel for their God, 
then plunge themselves under the water, it is probable 
that the rite was thus performed at AZnon. The con- 
sideration that they dipped themselves, tends to remove 
the difficulty expressed in the note on Matt. ili. 6. 
See the observations at the end of Mark. 

Verse 25. John’s disciples and the Jews] Instead 
of lovdaiwy, Jews, ABELS. M. BV, nearly 100 others, 
some versions and fathers, read Iovdacov, a Jew, which 
Griesbach has admitted into the text. The person 
here spoken of was probably one who had been bap- 
tized by the disciples of our Lord; and the subject of 
debate seems to have been, whether the baptism of 
John, or that of Christ, was the most efficacious to- 
wards purifying. 

Verse 26. And they came unto John] That he 
might decide the question. 

Verse 27. A man can recewe nothing, &c.] Or, 
A man can receive nothing from heaven, unless it be 
given him. J have received, not only my commission, 
but the power also by which I have executed it, from 
above. As I took it up at God’s command, so I am 
ready to lay it down when he pleases. I have told 
you from the beginning that I was only the forerunner 
of the Messiah; and was sent, not to form a separate 

arty, but to point out to men that Lamb of God which 
takes away the sin of the world: ver. 28. 
erse 29. He that hath the bride] The congrega- 
levers. ; ; 

Is the bridegroom] The Lord Jesus—the Head of 
the Church. See Matt. xxii. 2, &c., where the para- 
ble of the marriage feast is explained. 

The friend of the bridegroom] The person whom 

1 


h Cant. v. 1— Verse 13; chap. viii. 23. k Matt. xxviii. 
18; chap. i. 15, ae font 1x, 5: 1] Cor. xv. 47.—®™ Chap. 
vi. 33; 1 Cor. xv. Eph. i. 21; Phil. ii. 9 ——* Verse 11; 
chap. vill. 26; xv. “15aize Rove iii. 4; 1 John v. 10, 


‘the Greeks called the paranymph—there were two at 


each wedding : one waited on the bride, the other on 
the bridegroom : their business was to serve them, to 
inspect the concerns of the bridechamber, and after- 
wards to reconcile differences between husband and 
wife, when any took place. John considers himself 
as standing in this relation to the Lord Jesus, while 
espousing human nature, and converting souls to him- 
self: this is the meaning of standeth by, i. e. ready to 
serve. See the observations at the end of the chapter. 

Verse 30. He must increase] His present success 
is but the beginning of a most glorious and universal 
spread of righteousness, peace, truth, and good will 
among men. 

I must decrease.| My baptism and teaching, as 
pointing out the coming Messiah, must cease ; because 
the Messiah is now come, and has entered publicly on 
the work of his glorious ministry. 

Verse 31. Is above all] This blessed bridegroom, 
who has descended from heaven, ver. 13, is above all, 
superior to Meses, the prophets, and me. 

He that is of the earth] John himself, who was born 
in the common way of man, 

Speaketh of the earth] Cannot speak of heavenly 
things as Christ can do; and only represents Divine 
matters by these earthly ordinances ; for the spirit and 
meaning of which, you must all go to the Messiah 
himself. 

Verse 32. And no man receiveth his testimony.| 
Or, And this his testimony no man taketh up. ‘That 
is, the testimony which John had borne to the Jews, 
that Jesus was the promised Messiah. No man taketh 
up.—No person is found to tread in my steps, and to 
publish to the Jews that this is the Christ, the Saviour 
of the world. See this sense of the original fully 
proved and vindicated by Kypke in loc. 

Verse 33. Hath set to his seal] That is, hath hereby 
confirmed the truth of the testimony which he has 
borne ; as a testator sets his seal to an instrument in 
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Believers on Christ ST. JOHN. have everlasting life. 

A.M.4031. set to his seal that God is|hath given all things into his ria 

An. Olymp. true. hand. An, Olymp. 
wah 34 » For he whom God hath sent| 36 * He that believeth on the Son . 


speaketh the words of God: for God giveth 
not the Spirit 4 by measure unto him. 


35 *The Father loveth the Son, and 


hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him. 


P Chap. vii. 16. 4 Chap. i. 16—* Matt. x1. 27; xxvii. 18; 
Luke x, 22; chap. v. 20, 22; xiii. 3; xvi. 2; Heb. u. 8. 


order to confirm it, and such instrument is considered 
as fully confirmed by having the testator’s seal affixed 
to it, so I, by taking up this testimony of Christ, and 
proclaiming it to the Jews, have fully confirmed it, as 
I know it to be a truth; which knowledge I have 
from the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
See chap 1. 33, 34. 

Verse 34. For God giveth not the Spirit by measure] 
He is the most. perfeet of all teachers, as having 
received the Holy Spirit as none before him ever did. 
Without measure—not for a particular tune, people, 
purpose, &c., but for the whole compass of time, and 
in reference to all eternity. Former dispensations of 
the Holy Spirit made partial discoveries of infinite 
justice and mercy ; but now the swm of justice, in 
requiring such a sacrifice, and the plenitude ef mercy, 
in providing it, shall, by that Spirit with which he 
baptizes, be made manifest to all the children of men. 
It is worthy of remark that this was fully done after 
the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of pentecost, 
Acts ii. 1, &c., as may be clearly seen in all the apos- 
tolic epistles. The Jews observe, that the Holy 
Spirit was given only in certain measures to the pro- 
phets ; some writing only one 600k, others two. So 
Rab. Aca. 

Verse 35. All things into his hand.] See on Matt. 
xi. 27. <A principal design of John is, to show that 
Christ was infinitely above every teacher, prophet, and 
Divine messenger that had ever yet appeared. The 
prophets had various gifts: some had visions, others 
dreams ; some had the gift of teaching, others of com- 
forting, &c.; but none possessed all these gifts : Christ 
alone possessed their plenitude, and is all things in all. 

Verse 36. Hath everlasting life} He has already 
the seed of this life in his soul, having been made a 
partaker of the grace and spirit of him in whom he has 
believed. See on ver. 8. 

He that believeth not] Or, obeyeth not—azevSur : 
from a, negative, and mewu, to persuade, or Tevdouat, 
to obey—the want of the obedience of faith. The per- 
son who will not be persuaded, in consequence, does 
not believe; and, not having believed, he cannot obey. 

Shall not see life] Shall never enjoy it : there be- 
ing no way to the kingdom of God, but through Christ 
Jesus, Acts iv. 12: And none can expect to enter 
inte this kingdom but those who odey him; for to 
such only he is the author of eternal salvation, Heb. 
¥. 9. 

But the wrath of God abideth on him] Opyn, the 
displeasure of God. I should prefer displeasure to 
wrath, because the common acceptation of the latter 
(fury, rage) is not properly applicable here. Perhaps 
the original word is used in the same sense here as in 
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| Adam. 


s Hab. ii. 4; chap. i. 12; vi. 47; verses 15,16; Romans i. 17; 
1 John v. 10. 


Rom. ii. 5; iii. 5; xiii. 4, 5; Eph. v. 6; 1 Thess. i. 
10; v. 9; where it evidently means punishment, which 
is the effect of irritated justice. Taken in this sense, 
we may consider the phrase as a Hebraism: punish- 
ment of God, i. e. the most heavy and awful of all 
punishments ; such as sin deserves, and such as it be- 
comes Divine justice to inflict. And this abideth on 
him—endures as long as his unbelief and disobedi- 
ence remain! And how shall these be removed in a 
hell of fire! Reader! pray God that thou mayest ne- 
ver know what this continuing punishment means ! 


THERE are many very important topics brought for- 
ward in this chapter ; the principal of which have been 
already illustrated in the notes: the subject in the 29th 
verse is of great consequence, and requires some far- 
ther explanation. 

The friend of the bridegroom is the person called 
among the Jews }’1wiwW shoshabin; and raparyudoc, 
paranymph, among the Greeks. Several matters are 
found in the Jewish writings relative to these, which 
may serve to throw light, not only on the discourse of 
John, but also on other passages of Scripture. 

1. There were generally two shoshabinim; one 
for the bride, another for the dridegroom: though in 
many instances we find the shoshabin of the bride only 
mentioned. 

2. These officers were chosen out of the most inti- 
mate and particular friends of the parties :—a brother 
might be shoshabin or paranymph to his brother. 

3. Though it is probable that such persons were not 
always found in ordinary weddings, yet they were 
never absent from the marriages of kings, princes, and 
persons of distinction. 

4. The Jews believe that this was an ordinance ap- 
pointed by God; and that he himself was shoshabin to 
But in Bereshith Rabba it is said, that God 
took the cup of blessing and blessed the first pair; and 
that Michael and Gabriel were shoshabins to Adam. 

5. So important was this office esteemed among 
them, that it was reckoned one of the indispensable 
works of charity : much depending on the proper dis- 
charge of it, as we shall afterwards find. 

6. Those who were engaged in this office, were ex- 
cused, for the time, from some of the severer duties 
of religion, because they had so much to do about the 
new-married pair, especially during the seven days of 
the marriage feast. i 

These shoshabinim had a threefold offi “fal 
viz. before, at, and after the marriage : Ky ae ot 
these in order. 

I. Before the marriage : it was the business of the 


] 


| shoshabin :-—= 


Observations on the office of 


1. To procure a husband for the virgin, to guard 
her, and to bear testimony to her corporeal and men- 
tal endowments ; and it was upon this testimony of this 
friend that the bridegroom chose his bride. 

2. He was the inlernuncio between her and her 
spouse elect; carrying all messages from her to him, 
and from him to her: for before marriage young wo- 
men were very strictly guarded at home with their 
parents or friends. 

Il. At the wedding: it was the business of the 
shoshabin, if necessary,— 

1. To vindicate the character of the bride. 

2. To sleep in an apartment contiguous to the new- 
married pair, to prevent the bride from receiving injury. 

3. It was his office to see that neither the bride 
nor bridegroom should be imposed on by each other ; 
and therefore it was his business to examine and ex- 
hibit the tokens of the bride’s purity, according to the 
law, Deut. xxii. 13-21. Of their office, in this case, 
the rabbins thus speak: Olim in Judea paranymphi 
perscrutati sunt locum (lectum) sponsi et sponse— 
ad scrutandum et officiosé observandum ea, que sponsi 
ula nocte fecerint: ne scilicet alter alteri dolo dam- 
num inferat: ne sponsus sanguinem virginitatis ag- 
noscat, wlum celet aut tollat: et ne sponsa pannum 
sanguine tinctum secum inferat. 

4. When they found that their friend had got a pure 
and chaste virgin, they exulted greatly ; as their own 
character and the happiness of their friend, were at 
stake. To this the Baptist alludes, ver. 29, This my 
joy is fulfilled. 

5. They distributed gifts to the new-married couple, 
which, on their marriage, were repaid either by their 
friend, or by his father. The same thing is done at 
what are ealled the Jcddings, at marriages in Wales, 
to the present day. 

6. They continued with the bride and bridegroom 
the seven days of the marriage, and contributed vari- 
ously to the festivity and hilarity of the occasion. 

Jil. After marriage. 

1. The shoshabin was considered the patron and 
advocate of the wife, and in some sort her guardian, 
to which the apostle ajludes, 2 Cor. xi. 2. He was 
generally called in to compose any differences which 
might happen between her and her husband, and re- 
concile them when they had been at variance. 

2. They appear to have had the keeping of the mar- 
riage contract, which in certain cases they tore, when 
they had reason to suspect infidelity on the part of the 
woman, by which the marriage was dissolved; and 
thus the suspected person was prevented from suffer- 
ing capitally. Schoettgen produces a case like this 
from R. Bechat, in legem, fol. 114. ‘ A king visited 
foreign parts, and left his queen with her maids: they 
raised an evil report on her, and the king purposed to 
put her to death. The shoshadin hearing of it, tore 
the matrimomal contract, that he might have it to say, 
the marriage is dissolved. The king, having investi- 
te case, found the queen innocent: she was 
im iately reconciled to her husband, and the sho- 
shabin was directed to write another contract.” 
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CHAP. III. 


the friend of the bridegroom, 


3. Schoetigen very modestly hazards a conjecture, 
that, if the husband had either abandoned or divorced 
his wife, the shoshabin took ner, and acted to her as 
a brother-in-law ; which is probable from the place to 
which he refers, Judg. xiv. 20: But Samson’s wife 
was given to his companion, whom he had used as his 
friend: or, as both the Syriac and the Targum have 
it, she was given, VYIWW shoshebeeneyah, to his para- 
nymph; which is agreeable to the Alexandrian copy 
of the Septuagint, Kas cvvyxnoev 7 yurn Sawpov tw 
Nouudaywyw avrov, 6¢ nv éraipog avtov. And Samson’s 
wife dwelt (or cohabited) with his paranymph, who 
had been his companion. 'The same reading is found 
in the Complutensian Polyglott. 

From the preceding particulars, collated with the 
speech of John in ver. 29, and with the words of St. 
Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 2, it is plain that Christ is repre- 
sented as the BripEGROoM: the Church, or his genu- 
ine disciples, the BriDE: the ministers of the Gospel, 
the 0°).2W\w SHOSHBEENIM, whose great and important 
duty it is to present to the bridegroom a pure, uncon- 
taminated virgin, i. e. a Church without spot, or wrin- 
kle, or any such thing, Ephes. v. 27, alluding evi- 
dently to the office of the paranymph, on whom the 
bridegroom depended to procure him, for wife, a chaste 
and pure virgin. Hence that saying of St. Paul, who 
considered himself the paranymph to Jesus Christ: J 
am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may present you 
as a chaste virgin to Christ, 2 Cor. xi. 2. 

From all these particulars, we see that the office of 
the shoshabin, or paranymph, was a very important 
one among the Jews; and that, to it, some interesting 
references are made in the New Testament, the force 
and true meaning of which passages cannot be discern- 
ed without considering the character and office of the 
Jewish paranymph. See several good observations 
on this in Lightfoot’s notes on John ii. 1, and Schoett- 
gen, on chap. il. 29. 

As the Christian Church was now to take place of 
the Jewish, and the latter was about to be cast off be-. 
cause it was polluted, John, by using the simile of the 
bride, bridegroom, and paranymph, or friend of the 
bridegroom, points out, as it were prophetically, of 
what kind the Christian Church must be: it must be 
as holy and pure as an uncontaminated virgin, because 
it is to be the bride or spouse of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
and God honours the Baptist by making him the para- 
nymph ; and indeed his whole preaching and baptism 
were excellently calculated to produce this great effect, 
as he strongly proclaimed the necessity of a total re- 
formation of heart and manners, among all classes of 
the people. See the notes on Matt. ili, 8-12, and on 
Luke iii. 10-14. He heard the bridegroom’s voice— 
he faithfully communicated what he had received from 
heaven, ver. 27, and he rejoiced exceedingly to find 
that he had got a people prepared for the Lord. The 
success of John’s preaching greatly contributed to the 
success of that of Christ and his disciples. For this 
purpose he was endued with power from on high, and 
chosen to be the paranymph of the heavenly bridegroom, 
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Jesus leaves Judea 


ST. JOHN. 


to pass into Galtlee 


CHAPTER IV. 


Jesus, finding that the Pharisees took 
lee, 1-3. 


disciples were gone to the city to buy meat, a woman of 


And passing through Samaria comes to Sychar, and rests at Jacob’s well, 4-6. 


offence at his making many disciples, leaves Judea to pass into Gal- 


While his 
Samaria comes to draw water, with whom our Lord 


discourses at large on the spiritual nature of his religion, the perfection of the Divine nature, and the purity 


of his worship, 7-24. 
inform her townsmen, 25-30. 
Samaritans believe on him, 39-42. 


On his informing her that he was the Messiah, she leaves her pitcher, and goes to 
His discourse with his disciples in her absence, 31-38. 
He stays two days with them, and goes into Galilee, 43-45. 


Many of the 
He 


comes to Cana, and heals the son of a nobleman, in consequence of which he believes on him, with his 


whole family, 46-54. 
A. M. 4031. HEN therefore the Lord knew 
es ote W how the Pharisees had heard 
_ COTS that Jesus made and * baptized more 
disciples than John. 

2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, > but 
his disciples, ) 

3 He left Judea, * and departed again into 
Galilee. 

4 And he must needs go through Samaria. 


A. M. 4031. 
Bauthen ‘cometh . he 10.1 Sua Siete, 


city of Samaria, which is called An, Olymp. 
Sychar, near to the parcel of 
ground ‘that Jacob gave to his 
Joseph. 

6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus there- 
fore, being wearied with his journey, ° sat thus 
on the well: and it was about the sixth 
hour. 


son 


2 Chap. ili. 22, 26—— Acts x. 48, © Matt. iv. 12.——4 Gen. 


Xxxiil. 19; xlviil. 22; Josh. xxiv. 32.—-¢ Exod. ii. 15; Heb. iv. 15 


NOTES ON CHAP. IV. 

Verse 1. Jesus made and baptized, &c.] These 
seem to be quoted as the very words which were 
brought to the Pharisees ; and, from our Lord’s con- 
duct after this information, we may.take it for granted 
that they were so irritated that they were determined to 
seek an occasion to take away his life ; in consequence 
of which, leaving Judea, he withdrew into Galilee. 

Verse 2. Jesus himself baptized not] See chap. ili. 22. 

Verse 4. And he must needs go through Samaria.| 
Or, It was necessary for him to pass through Samaria: 
for this plain reason, and no other, because it was the 
only proper road. Samaria lay northward of Judea, 
and between the great sea, Galilee, and Jordan; and 
there was therefore no going from Galilee to Jerusa- 
lem but through this province. See the note on Luke 
xvii. 11. From Jerusalem to Galilee through Sama- 
ria, according to Josephus, was three days’ journey. 
See his own life. 

Verse 5. A city—called Sychar| ‘This city was 
anciently called Shechem. It seems to have been situ- 
ated at the foot of Mount Gerizim, in the province of 
Samaria, on which the temple of the Samaritans was 
built. After the ruin of Samaria by Salmanezer, 
Sychar, or Shechem, became the capital of the Sama- 
ritans; and it continued so, according to Josephus, 
Ant. 1. xi. c. 8, in the time of Alexander the Great. 
It was about ten miles from Shiloh, forty from Jeru- 
salem, and fifty-two from Jericho. It probably got 
the name of Sychar, which signifies drunken, from the 
drunkenness of its inhabitants. With this crime the 
Prophet Isaiah (ch. xxviii. 1, 3,7, 8) solemnly charges 
the Ephraimites, within whose limits the city stood. 
This place is remarkable in the Scriptures: 1. As 
being that where Abram first stopped on his coming 
from Haran to Canaan. 2. Where God first appeared 
to that patriarch, and promised to give the land to his 
seed. 3. The place where Abram first built an altar 
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to the Lord, and called upon his name, Gen. xii. 7. 
The present name of this city is Neapolis, or Naplouse. 
See Calmet. 

That Jacob gave to his son Joseph.| Jacob had 
bought this field from the children of Hamor, the 
father of Shechem, for a hundred pieces of silver, or 
lambs, Gen. xxxiii. 19; and in it he built an altar, 
which he dedicated to Hl Elohey Yishrael, the strong 
God, the covenant.God of Israel, ver. 19. This, Jacob 
left as a private or overplus inheritance to Joseph and his 
children. See Gen. xlviii. 21, 22, and Josh. xxiv. 32. 

Verse 6. Jacob’s well was there.| Of this well 
Mr. Maundrell gives the following account. ‘“ About 
one-third of an hour from Naplosa, the ancient Sychar 
and Sychem, stood Jacob’s well. If it be inquired, 
whether this be the very place, seeing it may be sus- 
pected to stand too remote from Sychar for the women 
to come and draw water, we may answer—that, in all 
probability, the city extended farther in former times 
than it does now, as may be conjectured from some 
pieces of a very thick wall, the remains perhaps of the 
ancient Sychem, still to be seen not far from hence. 
Over it stood formerly a large church, erected by the 
Empress Irene ; but of this the voracity of time, as- 
sisted by the hands of the Turks, has left nothing but 
a few foundations remaining. The well is covered at 
present with an old stone vault, into which you are let 
down by a very strait hole; and then, removing a 
broad flat stone, you discover the well itself. It is 
dug in a firm rock, is about three yards in diameter, 
and thirty-five in depth, five of which we found full of 
water. This confutes a story frequently told to trav- 
ellers, ‘ That it is dry all the year round, except on the 
anniversary of that day on which our blessed Saviour 
sat upon it; but then bubbles up with abundance of 
water.’ At this well the narrow valley of Sychem 
ends, opening itself into a wide field, which probably 
is part of the ground given by Jacob to his son J oseph. 
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Our Lord’s discourse with CHAP. IV. the woman of Samaria. 

one ae 7 There cometh a woman of | for ‘ the Jews have no dealings with os 

Shope: Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith | the Samaritans. An, Olymp 
wl 301.3 


unto her, Give me to drink. 
8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the 
city to buy meat.) 
9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto 
him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest 
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria ? 


—— 


10 Jesus answered and said unto 
her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and 
who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink ; 
thou wouldest have asked of him, and he 
would have given thee * living water. 

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou 


£2 Kings xvii. 24; Luke ix. 52, 53; Acts x. 28. 


It is watered by a fresh stream, running between it 
and Sychem, which makes it exceedingly verdant and 
fruitful.” See Maundrell’s Travels, 5th edit. p. 62. 

Cutting pools, or making wells for public use, ren- 
ders a man famous among the Hindoos. So this well 
had the name of Jacob, because he had digged it, and 
it was for public use. 

Sat thus} Chrysostom inquires what the particle 
thus, obTac, means here? and answers, that it simply 
signifies, he sat not upon a throne, seat, or cushion ; 
but (as the circumstances of the case required) apon 
the ground. This is a sense which is given to the 
word in the ancient Greek writers. See Raphelius, 
Wetstein, and Pearce, It is probably a mere exple- 
tive, and is often so used by Josephus. See several 
examples in Rosenmiiller, 

The sixth hour.| About twelve o’clock: see the 
notes on chap. i. 3). The time is noted here: 1. 
To account for Christ’s fatigue—he had already trav- 
elled several hours. 2%. To account for his thirst— 
the sun had at this time waxed hot. 3. To account 
for the disciples going to buy food, ver. 8, because 
this was the ordinary time of dinner among the Jews. 
See the note referred to above. Dr. Macknight thinks 
the sixth hour to be the Roman six o’clock in the af- 
ternoon. See note on chap. i. 29. 

Verse 7. There cometh a woman of Samaria to 
draw water} ‘That this was the employment of the 
females, we see in different parts of the Sacred Wri- 
tings. See Gen. xxiv. 11, &c.; Exod. ii. 16, and 
the note at the end of that chapter. The Jews say 
that those who wished to get wives went to the wells 
where young women were accustomed to come and 
draw water; and it is supposed that women of ill 
fame frequented such places also. See several proofs 
in Schoettgen. 

Verse 9. That thou, being a Jew] Probably the in- 
habitants of Judea distinguished themselves from those 
of Samaria by some peculiar mode of dress; and by 
this the Samaritan woman might have known Christ : 
but it is likely that our Lord spoke the Galilean dia- 
lect, by which we find, from Mark xiv. 70, a Jew of 
that district might easily be known. 

The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.] 
Perhaps better, Jews have no communion with Sama- 
ritans. These words appear to be added by the 
evangelist himself, in explanation of the woman’s 
question. The original word, ovyypwvra:, has been 
variously translated and understood. It comes from 
ovr, together, and xpaouat, I use, or borrow :. hence it 
has been understood to mean, the Jews will be under 
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& Isa. xii. 3; xliv. 3; Jer. ii. 13; Zech. xiii. 1; xiv. 8. 


no kind of obligation to the Samaritans—will borrow 
nothing from them—will not drink out of the same 
cup or well with them—will not sit down to meals 
with them, nor eat out of the same vessel—will have 
no religious connection, no commercial dealings with 
them. The word communion, I think, fully expresses 
the sense of the original ; and, being as extensive in 
its meaning as our word dealings, is capable of as 
general an interpretation. The deadly hatred that 
subsisted between these two nations is known to all. 
The Jews cursed them, and believed them to be ac- 
cursed. Their most merciful wish to the Samaritans 
was, that they might have no part in the resurrection ; 
or, in other words, that they might be annihilated. 

Verse 10. If thou knewest the gift of God| Awpeav 
signifies a free gift. A gift is any thing that is given, 
for which no equivalent has been or is to be returned : 
a free gift is that which has been given without ask- 
ing or entreaty. Such a gift of kindness was Jesus 
Christ to the world, chap. ili. 16; and through him 
comes the gift of the Spirit, which those who believe 
on his name were to receive. Christ was not an 0é- 
ject of desire to the world—no man asked for him ; 
and God, moved thereto by his own eternal mercy, 
freely gave him. Through this great gift comes the 
Holy Spirit, and all other gifts which are necessary to 
the salvation of a lost world. 

Living water.) By this expression, which was com- 
mon to the inhabitants both of the east and of the 
west, is always meant spring water, in opposition to 
dead, stagnant water contained in ponds, pools, tanks, 
or cisterns ; and what our Lord means by it is evidently 
the Holy Spirit, as may be seen, chap. vil. 38, 39. 

As water qguenches the thirst, refreshes and invigo- 
rates the body, purifies things defiled, and renders the 
earth fruitful, so it is an apt emblem of the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, which so satisfies the souls that re- 
ceive it that they thirst no more for earthly good : it 
purifies also from all spiritual defilement, on which ac- 
count it is emphatically styled the Holy Spirit; and it 
makes those who receive it fruitful in every good 
word and work. 

Verse 11. Thou hast nothing to draw with] Ovte 
avrAnua exetc, Thow hast no bucket. Good water is not 
plentiful in the east; and travellers are often obliged 
to carry leathern bottles or buckets with them, and a 
line also, to let them down into the deep wells, in 
order to draw up water. If the well was in our 
LLord’s time, as it was found by Mr. Maundrell, thirty- 
five yards deep, it would require a considerable line to 
reach it; and with such it is not likely that even the 
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Our Lord’s discourse with 


A.M. 4031. hast nothing to draw with, and the 
pines well is deep: from whence then 
rile hast thou that living water ? 

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, 
which gave us the well, and drank thereof 
himself, and his children, and his cattle? 

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Who- 
soever drinketh of this water shall thirst again : 

14 But * whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him : shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life. 

15 * The woman saith unto him, Sir, give 


h Chap. vi. 35, 58. i Chap. vii..38.—* See chap. vi. 34; 
xvii. 2, 3; Rom. vi. 23; 1 John v. 20. 


ST. JOHN. 


the woman of Samaria. 
me this water, that I thirst not gi ap 
neither come hither to draw. a Olymp 


16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call 
thy husband, and come hither. 

17 The woman answered and said, I have 
no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast 
well said, I have no husband : 

18 For thou hast had five husbands; and 
he whom thou now hast is not thy husband : 
in that saidst thou truly. 

19 The woman saith unto him, Si, !I per- 
ceive that thou art a prophet. 

20 Our fathers worshipped in ™ this moun- 
tain; and ye say, that in * Jerusalem is the 


1 Luke vii. 16; xxiv. 19; chap. vi. 14; vii. 40.——™ Jndg. ix. 7. 
0 Deut. xii. 5, 11; 1 Kings i ix. 3; 2 Chron. vii. 12. 


disciples of our Lord were provided. ‘The woman 
might well say, The well is deep, and thou hast no- 
thing to draw with ; whence then hast thou that living 
water ? 

Verse 12. Our father Jacob] The ancient Samari- 
tans were undoubtedly the descendants of Jacob ; for 
they were the ten tribes that revolted in the reign of 
Rehoboam: but those in our Lord’s time were not 
genuine Israelites, but a corrupted race, sprung from 
a mixture of different nations, sent thither by Salma- 
nezer, king of the Assyrians. See 2 Kings xvii. 

Verse 14. Springing up into everlasting life.| On 
this account he can never thirst :—for how can he lack 
water who has in himself a living, eternal spring? By 
this water our Lord means also his doctrine, explain- 
ing and promising the gifts and graces of the Holy 
Ghost, which proceed from Jesus Christ their fountain, 
dwelling in a believing heart. There is no eternal 
life without the Spirit; no Spirit without Christ ; and 
no Christ to give the Spirit, without dwelling in the 
heart: this his whole doctrine proclaims. 

Verse 15. Give me this water] She did not as yet 
comprehend our Lord’s meaning ; but her curiosity was 
much excited, and this was the design of our Lord, 
that he might have her mind properly prepared to re- 
ceive the great truths which he was about to announce. 

Verse 16. Call thy husband] Our Lord appears to 
have spoken these words for two purposes: 1. To 
make the woman consider her own state. 2. To show 
her that he knew her heart, and the secret actions of 
her life ; and was therefore well qualified to teach her 
heavenly truths. 

Verse 18. Thou hast had five husbands] It is not 
clear that this woman was a prostitute: she might have 
been legally married to those five, and might hare been 
divorced through some misbehaviour of her own, not 
amounting to adultery ; for the adulteress was to be 
put to death, both by the Jewish and Samaritan law, 
not divorced: or she might have been cast off through 
some caprice of her husband ; for, in the time of our 
Lord, divorces were very coMnon among the Jews, 
so that a man put away his wife for any felt. See 
the note on Matt. v. 31. Some are so very fond of 
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exaggerating that nothing can pass through their hands 
without an increase: hence Heracleon says she had 
six husbands; and Jerome modestly gives her iwenty- 
two! Viginti duos habuisti maritos, et ille a quo 
sepelieris non est tuus. ‘Thou hast had twenty-two 
husbands, and he by whom thou shalt be buried is not 
thine.” post. xi. 

He whom thou now hast is not thy husband] Nvv év 
eyelc, ovk ect cov avnp. Bishop Pearce would trans- 
late this clause in the following manner: There 1s no 
husband whom thou now hast—or, less literally, Thou 
hast no husband now: probably the meaning is, Thou 
art contracted to another, but not yet brought home: 
therefore he is not yet thy husband. See Rosenmiiler. 
Bishop Pearce contends that our Lord did not speak 
these words to her by way of reproof: 1. Because it 
is not likely that a woman so far advanced in years as 
to have had five husbands should have now been found 
living in adultery with a sixth person. 2. Because it 
is not likely that our Lord would not, in some part of 
his discourse, have reproved her for her fornication, 
especially if guilty of it under such gross circumstances. 
3. Nor is it likely that a woman of so bad a life should 
have had so much influence with the people of her 
city that they should, on her testimony, ver. 39—42, 
believe Jesus to be the Messiah. 4. Nor is it at all 
likely that when a discovery of her guilt was made to 
her, by one whom she acknowledged to be a prophet, 
ver. 19, the first thing which came into her thoughts 
should be the important question in religion, about the 
place appointed by God for his worship, so warmly 
contested between the Jews and Samaritans. 5. Nor 
is it at all probable that a person of such a bad life, 
without any mentioned sign of repentance, should have 
been the first (perhaps the only private person) to 
whom Jesus is recorded as declaring himself to be the 
Christ, as he does to her, ver. 26. 

Verse 19. I perceive that thou art a prophet.| And 
therefore thought him well qualified to decide the grand 
question in dispute between the Jews and the Samari- 
tans: but she did not perceive him to be the Messiah. 

Verse 20. Worshwped in this mountain] Probably 
pointing to Mount Gerizim, at the foot of which Sychar 
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Our Lord’s discourse with 
A. M. 4031. 
Do, Place where men ought to wor- 


An. Olymp. ship. 
CCL. 3. - 

21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 
believe me, the hour cometh, ° when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, 
worship the Father. 

22 Ye worship ? ye know not what: we know 


©Mal.i.11; 1 Tim. ii. 8——P2 Kings xvii. 294 Isa. ii. 3. 
Luke xxiv. 47; Rom. ix. 4, 5. 


was situated. The patriarchs had worshipped here— 
Jacob builded an altar on this mountain, and worship- 
ped the true God: see Gen. xxii. 2; xxxiii. 20. 
Thus she could say, Our fathers worshipped in this 
mountain. On this mountain Sanballat had built them 
a temple, about 332 years before our Lord’s incarna- 
tion. See Joseph. Antiq. xi. c. vill. s. 4,and 2 Mace. 
vi. 2. 

Many heathens considered particular places as having 
a peculiar sanctity or fitness, for the worship of their 
deities, beyond others. Such places abound in Hin- 
dostan ; and in them they think men ought to worship. 

In the Hebrew Pentateuch, Deut. xxvii. 4, &c., 
where the Israelites are commanded to build an altar 
on mount Eat, and offer sacrifices, &c., the Samaritan 
Pentateuch has Gerizim instead of Eéal; and Dr. 
Kennicott strongly contends, Dissert. vol. ii. p. 20, 
&c., that Gerizim is the genuine reading: but our 
blessed Lord, by the following answer, shows that the 
place was a matter of little importance, as the Divine 
worship was no longer to be confined to either: ver. 
21. See the note on Deut. xxvii. 4. 

Verse 21. The hour cometh, &c.] The time was 
now at hand in which the spiritual worship of God was 
about to be established in the earth, and all the Jewish 
rites and ceremonies entirely abolished. 

Worship the Father.| This epithet shows the mild, 
benignant, and tender nature of the Gospel dispensation. 
Men are called to worship their heavenly Father, and 
to consider themselves as his children. In reference 
to this, our Lord’s prayer begins, Our Fatuer, who 
art in heaven, &c. See ver. 23. 

Verse 22. Ye worship ye know not what] The Sa- 
maritans believed in the same God with the Jews; but, 
as they rejected all the prophetical writings, they had 
but an imperfect knowledge of the Deity: besides, as 
they incorporated the worship of idols with his wor- 
ship, they might be justly said to worship him whom 
they did not properly know. See the account of their 
motley worship, 2 Kings xvii. 26-34. But after 
Sanballat had built the temple on Mount Gerizim, the 
idolatrous worship of the Cutheans and Sepharvites, 
&c., was entirely laid aside; the same religious ser- 
vice being performed in the Samaritan temple which 
was performed in that at Jerusalem. 

We know what we worship] We Jews acknowledge 
all the attributes of his nature, and offer to him only 
the sacrifices prescribed in the law. 

Salvation is of the Jews.] Ex tov "lovdatwy ecru, 
Salvation is from the Jews. Salvation seems here to 
mean the Saviour, the Messiah, as it does Luke i. 30; 
Acts iv. 12; and so the woman appears to have under- 
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CHAP. IV. 


the woman of Samaria. 


what we worship: for 4 salvation ie ore 
is of the Jews. An. Olymp. 
23 But the hour cometh, and now bh 
is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
the Father in ‘spirit *and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. 
24 *God is a Spirit: and they that worship 


‘Philemon iii. 3—+s Chapter i. 17——t 2 Corinthians 
iil. 17. 


stood it, ver. 25. The Messiah was to spring from 
the Jews—from them, the preaching of the Gospel, 
and the knowledge of the truth, were to go to all the 
nations of the world. It was to the Jews that the 
promises were made ; and it was in their prophetic 
Scriptures, which the Samaritans rejected, that Jesus 
Christ was proclaimed and described. See Isa. xi. 3. 

Verse 23. The true worshippers shall worship—in 
spirit] 'The worship of the Samaritans was a defective 
worship—they did not receive the prophetical writings : 
that of the Jews was a carnal worship, dealing only in 
the letter, and referring to the spirit and design, which 
were at a distance, by types and ceremonies. ‘The 
Gospel of Christ showed the meaning of all these 
carnal ordinances, and the legal sacrifices, which had 
all their consummation in his offering of himself: thus 
a spiritual dispensation took place of the carnal one 
which prefigured it. 2. The preaching of the Gospel 
discovered the true nature of God, of salvation, of the 
human soul, of earthly and of heavenly things; and, 
because of this, it is put in opposition to the defective 
Samaritan worship. 
_ Verse 24. God is a Spirit] This is one of the first, 
the greatest, the most sublime, and necessary truths 
in the compass of nature! There is a God, the cause 
of all things—the fountain of all perfection—without 
parts or dimenstons, for he is ETERNAL—/illing the 
heavens and the earth—wpervading, governing, and 
upholding all things: for he is an infinite spirit! 
This God can be pleased only with that which re- 
sembles himself: therefore he must hate sin and sin- 
fulness ; and can delight in those only who are made 
partakers of his own Divine nature. As all creatures 
were made by him, so all owe him obedience and reve- 
rence; but, to be acceptable to this infinite Spirit, the 
worship must be of a spiritual nature—must spring 
from the heart, through the influence of the Holy 
Ghost : and it must be in TRUTH, not only in sincerity, 
but performed according to that Divine revelation which 
he has given men of himself. A man worships God 
in spirit, when, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
he brings all his affections, appetites, and desires to 
the throne of God; and he worships him in ruth, 
when every purpose and passion of his heart, and when 
every act of his religious worship, is guided and regu- 
lated by the word of God. “ The enlightened part of 
mankind,” says Abu’l Fazel, “ knows that true right- 
eousness is an upright heart; and believe that God 
can only be worshipped in holiness of spirit.” Ayeen 
Akbery, vol. iii. p. 254. 

“Of all worshippers,” says Creeshna, “I respect 
him as the most devout, who hath faith in me, and who 
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Our Lord's discourse with 


A.M. 4031. }); sey ranma 
M4031. him must worship hem in spirit and 


An. Olymp. in truth. 

25 The woman saith. unto him, I 
know that Messias cometh, which is called 
Christ : when he is come, “ he will tell us all 
things. 

26 Jesus saith unto her, ’I that speak unto 
thee am he. 

27 J And upon this came his disciples, and 
marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet 
no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why 
talkest thou with her? 


«Ver, 29, 39. v Chap. ix. 37; Matt. xxvi. 63, 64; 


ST. JOHN. 


the woman of Samaria 


28 The woman then left her be ae 
waterpot, and went her way into the - Oipse. 
city, and saith to the men, pee. 2S 

29 Come, see a man “which told me 
all things that ever I did: is not this the 
Christ ? : 

30 Then they went out of the city, and 
came unto him. 

31 9% In the mean while, his disciples pray- 
ed him, saying, Master, eat. 

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of. 


Mark xiv. 61, 62.——¥ Ver. 25. 


serveth me with a soul possessed of my spirit.” Geeta, 
p- 68. 

Verse 25. I know that Messias cometh] Instead of 
oda, I know, several excellent MSS. and versions read, 
odayev, we know; as if she had said that all the Sa- 
maritans expected the advent of the Messiah. Though 
they did not receive the prophetic writings, yet the 
tradition of the advent of the Messiah, which was 
common among the Jews, and founded on promises 
contained even in the books of Moses, was generally 
received among the Samaritans also. 

Which is called Christ] This appears to be the 
evangelist’s explanation of the Hebrew word, accord- 
ing to his custom; chap. i. 38, 41, 42; ix. 7, &c.; 
for we cannot suppose that the woman understood 
Greek, so as to translate the Hebrew word to our 
Lord; or that she should suppose that a person who 
was a Jew, ver. 9, and a prophet, ver. 19, could stand 
in need of this interpretation. 

He will tell us all things.| Relative to the nature 
of God, the nature of his worship, and the proper 
pluce to adore him in. In a word, he will settle the 
great national question between Gerizim and Kbal ; 
and we shall then know certainly where we ought to 
worship. 

Verse 26. Jesus saith unto her, I—am he.] Our 
Lord never spoke in such direct terms concerning him- 
self to his own countrymen; nor even to his own dis- 
ciples, till a little before his death. The reason given 
by Bishop Pearce is the following : The woman being 
alone when Jesus said it, and being a Samaritan, he 
had no reason to apprehend that the Samaritans, if 
they knew his claim, would disturb his ministry before 
the time of his suffering came; which seems to have 
been the reason why he concealed it so long from his 
own countrymen. 

Verse 27. Came his disciples] From the town, 
whither they went to buy food, ver 8. 

Marvelled that he talked with the woman] Because 
it was contrary to the custom of the eastern countties ; 
and there are many canons, among the rabbins, 
against it. To the present time, if a man meet even 
his own wife in the street, he does not speak to her ; 
and this is done to keep up the appearance of a chas- 


tity and temperance of which the eastern world knows | medium of earthly matters. 
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nothing. They might wonder how a Samaritan, in 
whom they could expect no spirituality, could listen 
to the conversation of their Master, who never spake 
but about heavenly things. 

Yet no man said, &c.] They were awed by his 
majesty, and knew that he must have sufficient reasons 
to induce him to act a part to which he was not at all 
accustomed. A great man has said, ‘ Converse 
sparingly, if at all, with women; and never alone.” 
Every minister of the Gospel will do well to attend to 
this advice. 

Verse 28. Left her waterpot] She was so penetrat- 
ed with the great truths which Jesus had announced 
that she forgot her errand to the well, and returned to 
the city without the water for which she came out ! 

Verse 29. All things that ever I did) The Jews 
believed that one essential characteristic of the Mes- 
siah would be, that he should be able to tell the secrets 
of all hearts. This they believed was predicted, Isa. 
dl 2B Gs 

When the famous impostor Barchochab, who rose 
up under the empire of Adrian, about a hundred years 
after the incarnation, professed himself to be the Mes- 
siah, after having been deceived by him for two years, 
they at last thought of putting his divinity to proof on 
this ground: they brought before him persons whom 
he did not know, some of whom were very vicious, 
and others of a different character ; they desired him to 
point out who were the righteous, and who were the 
wicked; which when he could not do, they rose up 
and put him to death. La Bible de Martin. 

Verse 30. They went out of the city} Such ef- 
fect had the simple testimony of the woman on their 
minds. 

And came unto him.] Or, Were coming to him; for 
they did not reach him immediately ; all that discourse 
between him and his disciples, mentioned ver. 31 to 
39, inclusive, having taken place before the people of 
Sychar got to the well. See ver. 40. 

Verse 31. Master, eat.) They knew that he was 
greatly spent both with hunger and fatigue. 

Verse 32. I have meat to eat that ye know not of.] 
Our blessed Lord seizes every opportunity to raise the 
minds of his apostles to heavenly things, through the 
Nor does he force these 
1 


Our Lord’s discourse with his 
A.M,‘93!. 33 Therefore said the disciples 


An gpme one to another, Hath any man 
—— brought him aught to eat? 

34 Jesus saith unto them, * My meat is to do 

the will of him that sent me, and tofinishhis work. 

35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, 

and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto 

you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 


x Job xxiii. 12; chap. vi. 38 ; xvii. 4; xix. 30.—Y Matt. ix.37, Luke 


things into such service. Properly understood, earthly 
substances are the types, representatives, and shadows 
of heavenly things. 

Verse 33. Hath any man brought him aught to eat ?} 
Has he got food in any preternatural way t They could 
not help remembering the miraculous interventions of 
Divine providence in feeding Elijah by the ravens, at 
the brook Cherith, 1 Kings xvii. 4-6, and by the min- 
istry of an angel, chap. xix. 5-8, and our Lord’s pre- 
ternatural repast in the wilderness, after his victory 
over Satan, Matt. iv. 11. 

Verse 34. My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me] In these words, our blessed Lord teaches a 
lesson of zeal and earnestness to his apostles, and to 
all their successors in the Christian ministry. Let the 
salvation of souls lie nearer your heart than life itself. 
Let eating and drinking, labour and rest, reading, think- 
ing, study, prayer, and all things, be directed to the ac- 
complishment of this great work. Ministers of Jesus! 
imitate your Lord! Souls are perishing for lack of 
knowledge—God has given you the key of the king- 


dom, the knowledge of his word—O open unto them | 


the gate of life! They are dropping by thousands into 
hell! O pluck the brands out of the burning ! 

Verse 35. There are yet four months, and then 
cometh harvest 2] In Palestine, the harvest did not be- 
gin till after the passover, which was fixed on the 14th 
of the month Nisan, which answers to our March, and 
sometimes extends into April. The barley harvest 
was the first; after that the wheat; and both were 
finished by Pentecost. For, in the feast of Pentecost, 
the first fruits of all the harvest were carried to the 
temple, and waved before the Lord. See Lev. xxiii. 
11. The four months, of which our Lord speaks 
here, must be computed, according to M. Toynard, 
from Shebat, which was the eleventh month of the sa- 
cred year, and which commenced that year on the! 3th 
of January : from that, till the beginning of the wheat 
harvest, which began about a month after the passover, 
there were exactly four months. The passover was 
that year on the 15th of Nisan, or March 28; and 
Pentecost took place on the 17th of May. We 
may therefore suppose that it was about the 13th of 
January, or beginning of the month Shebat, that John 
the Baptist was cast into prison, and that Christ retir- 
ed into Galilee. The fixing of this epoch is of con- 
siderable importance. See Calmet’s Com. on this place. 

The following method of dividing the seasons among 
the Jews is thus stated in Bava Metsia, fol. 106. 
“ Half Tusri, all Marheshvan, and half Cisleu, is yu 
verd, sEED-TIME. Half Cisleu, whole Tebeth, and 
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CHAP. IV. 


disciples on the same subject. 


fields ; ¥ for they are white already to fe gl 
harvest. 

36 * And he that reapeth receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal : 
* that both he that soweth, and he that reapeth, 
may rejoice together. 

37 And herein is that saying true, One 
soweth, and another reapeth. 


An. Olymp. 
CCL. 3. 


x. 2.—2 Dan. xii. 3. 


4 Chap. xv. 16; Amos ix. 13; Heb. xi. 40. 


half Shebdat, is \1N choreph, wintur. Half Shebat, 
whole Adar, and half Nisan, is 1p kor, the winTER 
soustice. Half Nisan, all Lar, and half Sivan, is 
Yxp katsir, HaRvesT. Half Sivan, all Tammuz, and 
half Ad, is YP kyits, summer. Half Ad, all Hlul, and 
half Tisrz, is DIN chwm, the great neat.” The Jews 
sowed wheat and spelt in Tisri and Marheshvan; and 
barley in Shebat and Adar. Now let us_ reckon 
tetpaunvor, the four months, backwards, from the be- 
ginning of the darley harvest, or the middle of the 
month Nisan, and we shall go back to the middle of 
the month Cuisleu, which will fall in with the begin- 
ning of our December, whence it will be easy to con- 
jecture what feast that was, mentioned chap. v. 1, 
viz. the passover. See Lightfoot ; and see the note 
on chap. v. 1. 

After all that learned men have said on this passage, 
it does not appear that our Lord meant any thing by it 
more than an illustration of his present subject. 
Though there were ordinarily four months from seed- 
time to harvest, and that a man, after he had sowed 
his seed, must wait patiently till the regular and na- 


‘tural harvest came, yet it was not the case now :-— 


the seed of life which he had sown but a few hours 
ago had already brought forth much fruit; therefore 
he says, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, 
over which it is likely the Samaritans were then com- 
ing in troops, guided by the woman who had already 
received the light of the Gospel of peace. 

The fields—are white already to harvest.) Multi- 
tudes of Samaritans are coming to believe on me, and 
to be saved unto eternal life. Probably they had a 
kind of white raiment. . 

Verse 36. And he that reapeth receiveth wages) 
Or, And already the réaper receiveth wages. By mak- 
ing the word 767, already, the beginning of this verse, 
on the authority of some excellent MSS. and versions, 
a more consistent sense is obtained than from the com- 
mon arrangement, where 767 terminates the preceding 
verse. 

Already the heavenly sower, Jesus Christ, becomes 
the reaper of the produce of the seed which he had so 
lately sown; and receives the wages which he desir- 
ed, the high gratification of saving immortal souls ; 
and gathers in his fruit unto eternal life. So the sower 
and the reaper, who are here one and the same person, 
rejoiced together, having seen the seed time and the 
harvest take place on the same day. The sower had 
not time to leave the field which he had sown, till it 
was full time to gather in the harvest ! 

Verse 37. Herein is that saying true, One soweth, 
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Many of the Samaritans believe in 


A. M. 4031. 
M4031. 38 I sent you to reap that whereon 


An. Piney: ye bestowed no labour: other men 
= laboured, and ye are entered into 
their labours. 

39 4 And many of the Samaritans of that 
city believed on him ° for the saying of the 
woman, which testified, He told me all that 
ever I did. 

40 So when the Samaritans were come unto 
him, they besought him that he would tarry 


b Ver. 29. 


and another reapeth.| Or, One 1s the sower, and 
another is the reaper. In what respects you, of this 
business, this proverb is truae—One is the sower, &c., 
for I have sent you to reap, to preach my Gospel, and 
gain converts, where ye have not laboured—have not 
sown the first seeds of eternal life. Others have la- 
boured—the patriarchs and prophets, and ye are entered 
into the fruits of their labours. They announced the 
Messiah who was to come, and the expectation of the 
people was excited, and they longed for his appear- 
ance ; but they were gathered to their fathers before 
they could see the fruit of their labour. You are come 
to tell the people that the kingdom of God is among 
them, and that God has visited his people. 

The proverb which our Lord mentions above was 
taken from what ordinarily happens in the course of 
the Divine providence, where one takes a great deal of 
pains to procure that of which another reaps the benefit. 
See instances of this proverb, Lev. xxvi. 16: Ye 
shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall 
eat 1t. Micah vi. 15: Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt 
not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but not anoint 
thee with the ow. See also Hos. vii. 9. The 
Greeks had the same proverb: Addo: pev orepover, 
aArot Sav apunoovra. So had the Latins: Aliis 
leporem excitastt. You have beat the bush, and an- 
other has found the hare. See the famous verses of 
Virgil beginning with, Sic vos non vobis, in which the 
fowls, the sheep, the bees, and the oxen, are elegantly 
brought in as illustrations of the propriety of the 
proverb. 


Sic vos non vobis nidificatis aves. 

Sic vos non vobis vellera fertis oves. 

Sic vos non vobis mellificatis apes. 

Sic vos non vobis fertis aratra boves. 
So you, ye dirds, of wondrous skill possest, 
Not for yourselves construct the curious nest. 
So you, ye sheep, who roam the verdant field, 
Not for yourselves your snowy fleeces yield. 
So you, ye bees, who every flower explore, 
Not for yourselves amass the honied store. 
So you, ye patient Aine, inured to toil, 
Not for yourselves subdue the stubborn soil ! 


Bishop Pearce gives this text a remarkable turn. The 

verse he translates thus: I sent you away, that ye 

might reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour; i. e. 

I did not send you to the city (ver. 8) for this purpose 

only, that ye might buy meat; but I sent you away 
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ST. JOHN. 


Christ on the woman’s testimony 
with them: and he abode there two Ae Con 
é An. Olym 
anys, GCL 3. 


41 And many more believed be- 
cause of his own word; 

42 And said unto the woman, Now we be- 
lieve, not because of thy saying: for ° we have 
heard him ourselves, and know that this is in- 
deed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

43 | Now after two days he departed thence, 
and went into Galilee. 


© Chap. xvii. 8; 1 John iv. 14. 


chiefly with this intent, that there might be a harvest 
for you to reap upon your return; though you sowed 
no seed, and bestowed no labour for that purpose. 
While you were gone, I sowed spiritual seed in the 
heart of a Samaritan woman ; and she is gone, and is 
about to return with many of her city, whom she has 
brought to believe, (ver. 39-42.) These, and the 
many more which will believe upon hearing my doc- 
trine, (ver. 41,) will all be a harvest arising out of the 
seed which I sowed in your absence, and on which, 
therefore, ye bestowed no labour. He farther adds, 
that the Greek Vepifew, stands for tov Vepiery, and 
such expressions are often used to signify, not the end 
and design, but the event only. Pearce’s Comment. 

Verse 39. Many of the Samaritans—believed on 
him for the saying of the woman] 'This woman was 
the first apostle of Christ in Samaria! She went and 
told her fellow citizens that the Messiah was come; 
and gave for proof, that he had told her the most secret 
things she had ever done: see on ver. 29. This 
word, which is twice repeated, in ver. 29 and here, 
strongly intimates that a more particular conversation 
had taken place, between our Lord and the Samaritan 
woman, than what is here related. 

Ver. 40. He abode there two days.] We are not 
told that he wrought any miracles among them; this 
does not appear to have been necessary : they were a 
simple-hearted, teachable people, and they credited 
him on the evidence of his own eternal truth. Why 
are not miracles wrought now? Miracles were only for 
the establishment of the doctrines of Christianity, 
where they were first preached ; we profess to believe 
these doctrines; therefore, to us, miracles would be 
useless. Where the doctrine is credited, no miracle © 
is necessary : the Samaritans believed, and no miracle 
was wrought among them; for the simple reason, it 
was not necessary. 

Verse 42. We have heard him ourselves] On see- 
ing and hearing our Lord, the faith of those who had 
already believed on the woman’s testimony was abun. 
dantly confirmed ; and, besides those, may others be- 
lieved who had not heard the woman speak. 

This is indeed the Christ] 'The promised Messiah 

The Saviour of the world.| Not of the Jews only, 
but of the Samaritans, and of the whole Gentile world. 

Verse 43. Went into Galilee.] Bishop Pearce 
thinks that some words have been lost from the end 
of this verse, which may be supplied thus: Went into 
Galilee, but not to Nazareth ; for Jesus himself had 
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A nobleman entreats 


A M.4031. 44 For 4 Jesus himself testified, 


An ism, that a prophet hath no honour in his 
own country, 

45 Then when he was come into Galilee, 
the Galileans received him, ¢ having seen all 
the things that he did at Jerusalem at the 
feast: f for they also went unto the feast. 

46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, 
® where he made the water wine. And there 
was a certain » nobleman, whose son was sick 
at Capernaum. 

47 When he heard that Jesus was come 
out of Judea into Galilee, he went unto him, 


CHAP. IV. 


Christ to cure his son. 


and besought him that he would 4: eg 

come Bien, and heal his son; for An. ee. 
CGI, 3 

he was at the point of death. Pann nth 

48 Then said Jesus unto him, ‘ Except ye 
see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come 
down ere my child die. 

50 Jesus saith unto him, * Go thy way; thy 
son liveth. And the man believed the word 
that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went 
his way. 

51 Andas he was now going down, his servants 


met him, and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 


4 Matthew xiii. 57; Mark vi. 4; Luke iv. 24——e Chap. ii. 23 ; 
iii, 2—f Deut. xvi. 16. 


& Chap. ii, 1, 11—— Or, courtier, or ruler. 
k Psa. lxxi. 20; Luke vii. 50. 


i1 Cor; i. 22, 


declared, &c. In Matt. xiii. 57; ; Mark vi. 4, and 
Luke iv. 24, which are the only texts where Jesus is 
said to have declared this, he always spake of Naza- 
reth only, and not of Galilee in general, a country 
where he lived for the most part, and wrought the 
greatest number of his miracles, and made the most 
converts. 

Verse 44. Jesus himself testified] He bore testi- 
mony to the general truth of the following proverb. 
See on Matt. xiii. 57. 

Verse 45. The Galileans recewed him] They re- 
ceived him as the promised Messiah, because of the 
miracles which they had seen him perform at Jerusa- 
lem, at the passover. See chap. ii. 23. 

Verse 46. Where he made the water wine.| See 
the notes on chap. ii. 1, &c. Cana was on the road 
from Nazareth to Capernaum and the Sea of Tiberias. 

A certain nobleman] An officer of the king’s court : 
for this is the meaning of the original word, BactAckoc, 
which the vulgate translates regulus, a little king. 
This officer belonged to Herod Antipas, who was then 
tetrarch of Galilee. Jerome calls him Palatinus, and 
says he was an officer of the king’s palace. Others 
think it was Chuza, mentioned Luke vili. 3; and 
others think it was Manaen, spoken of Acts xii. 1. 
One of these opinions may be true, but all solid proof 
is wanting. This officer, whoever he was, appears 
to have had his ordinary abode at Capernaum, and 
hearing that Christ was at Cana, he came express from 
Capernaum thither, to entreat him to heal his child. 

Verse 48. Except ye see signs and wonders, &c.| 
Our Lord does not tell this man that he had no faith, 
but that he had not enough. If he had had none, he 
would not have come from Capernaum to Cana, to beg 
him to heal his son. If he had had enough, he would 
have been contented with recommending his son to our 
Lord, without entreating him to go to Capernaum to 
heal him; which intimates that he did not believe our 
Lord could do it ata distance. But the words are not 
addressed to the nobleman alone, but to all the Gali- 
lean Jews in general ; for our Lord uses the plural 
number, which he never does when addressing an 7n- 


dividual. These people differed widely from the peo- 
ple of Sychar: they had neither a love of the truth, 
Vou. I. { soe 


<a 


nor simplicity of heart; and would not believe any 
thing from heaven, unless forced on their minds by the 
most striking miracles. They were favoured with the 
ministry of John Baptist; but, as that was not accom- 
panied with miracles, it was not generally credited. 
They require the miracles of Christ, in order that they 
may credit the advent of the Messiah. There are 
many like these Galileans still in the world: they 
deny that God can have any influence among men; 
and as to the operations of the Holy Spirit, they, in 
the genuine Galilean spirit, boldly assert that they will 
not credit any man who professes to be made a par- 
taker of them, unless he work a miracle in proof of his 
pretensions! These persons should know that the 
grace of working miracles was very different from that 
by which a man is saved; and that the former might 
exist, even in the most astonishing measure, where 
the latter did not. See 1 Cor. xii. 2. 

Verse 49. Sir, come down, &c.] He did not think 
our Lord could cure him without being present, and 
seems here to feel himself hurt, because our Lord did 
not come at his first entreaty. It is difficult for a 
proud man, or a man in office, to humble himself, or to 
treat even God Almighty with proper respect. The 
spirit of this man seems not much unlike to that of 
Naaman the Syrian, 2 Kings v. 11. 

Verse 50. Go thy way; thy son liveth.| Had our 
Lord gone with him, as he wished, his unbelief could 
not have been fully removed ; as he would have still 
thought that our Lord’s power could not reach from 
Cana to Capernaum: in order to destroy his unbelief 
at once, and bring him into the fulness of the faith of 
his supreme power, he cures him, being apparently 
absent, by that energy through which he fills both the 
heavens and the earth. Here it may be observed, 
our blessed Lord did what this man requested him to 
do, but not in the way in which he wished it to be 
done. God will save all to the uttermost who call 
upon him, but not in the way in which they may desire. 
Eternal life is the free gift of God, and he has a right 
to give it as he pleases; and he always gives his gifts 
in that way in which his glory is best promoted, and 
our eternal interest secured. 

The man believed the word] 
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And yet it appears 


The nobleman’s son cured. 


Ae) ee eT hen inquired he of them 
An. Olymp. the hour when he began to 
: amend. And they said unto him, 
Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him. 

53 So the father knew that 7¢ was at the same 


ST. JOHN. 


He and his family believe. 
hour in which Jesus said unto him, 4,™, 403). 


Thy son liveth : land himself be- An. Olymp. 
; ‘ COLS: 
lieved, and his whole house. sees aed 

54 This is again the second miracle that 
Jesus did, when he was come out of Judea 
into Galilee. 


1 Acts xviii. 8; 


xvi. 15, 34. 


that he had suspended his faith upon a certain condi- 
tion: “If I find on my return that my son is healed, 
I will believe that Jesus is the Messiah.” 

Verse 52. Then inquired he of them the hour] 
The servants, overjoyed to find their master’s son so 


suddenly restored, set off to meet him, that they might | 


impart to him tidings which they knew would be so 
very agreeable; and he, intent on having his faith 
settled, began immediately to inquire what time it was 
when the fever left him, to see whether his cure was 
the effect of some natural cause, or whether it was 
done by the power of Christ. 

Yesterday at ihe seventh hour] At the time we 
would call one o’clock. Dr. Macknight thinks the Ro- 
man hour is intended; i. e. seven o’clock in the even- 
ing; and this he thinks is the reason why our Lord 
did not accompany the nobleman: for, as Cana was a 
day’s journey from Capernaum, had our Lord gone at 
that hour he must have travelled in the night, from 
which it might have been inferred that he could not 
cure the child without being personally present. Har- 
mony, vol. i. p. 52. 

Verse 53. So the father knew] He had the fullest 
proof that his son’s cure was supernatural, and that it 
was wrought by the Lord Jesus. 

Himself believed, and his whole house.] He and 
his whole family became true converts to the doctrine 
of the manifested Messiah. ‘The whole family, im- 
pressed with the great kindness of God in sending 
health to the child, were the more easily led to believe 
in the Lord Jesus. The sickness of the child became 
the mean of salvation to all the household. They, no 
doubt, thought at first that God was dealing hardly 
with them, when threatening to remove the child; but 
now they see that in very faithfulness God had afflict- 
ed them. Let us learn never to murmur against God, 
or think that he does not act kindly towards us. His 
wisdom cannot permit him to err; his goodness will 
not suffer him to do any thing to his creatures but 
what may be subservient to their best interests. By 
providential occurrences, apparently the most adverse, 
he may be securing our eternal salvation. 

There is an account in Beracoth, fol. 34, very simi- 
lar to this of the evangelist, and very possibly stolen 
from this holy source. ‘ When the son of Rab. Ga- 
maliel fell sick, he sent two of his disciples to R. 
Chanina, that he would pray to God for him. When 
he had seen them, he went on the roof of his house 
and prayed for him. He then came down and said to 
them, His fever has departed from him. They said 
unto him, Art thou a prophet? He answered, I am 
neither a prophet, nor the son of a prophet ; but when 
[can recite my prayers readily, I know I shall be 
heard, 
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They then wrote down the hour ; and, when | fatigue and hunger. 


they returned to R. Gamaliel, he said to them, Ye 
have fulfilled your ministry—in respect to my son, all 
is complete. In that hour the fever (TN chomah, 
6 mupetoc) left him, and he desired water to drink.” 
Schoettgen very properly remarks, Ovum ovo non ma- 
gis simile est, atque hec fabula narration evangelice. 
“ One egg is not more like to another, than this fable 
to the evangelical narration.” 

Verse 54. This—second miracle] The first miracle 
which Christ performed was in this same city of Cana, 
just after his baptism ; and this second took place after 
his arrival here from Jerusalem, whence, we have 
seen, he was driven by the persecution raised against 
him by the scribes and Pharisees. By construing the 
word mad, again, with eAdwr, he came, that confu- 
sion which is evident in the common version is entire- 
ly removed. 

Bishop Pearce says: ‘It seems probable to me 
that John, when he wrote this verse, either joined the 
word wad to eAfwv, as he had done in ver. 46, or 
meant that it should be so joined in the construction.” 

John does not mention here the miracles which our 
Lord did at Capernaum on his first journey, chap. ii. 
11, nor those which he did at Jerusalem on the feast 
of the passover. See chap. ii. 12; Luke iv. 23. 


Tuere are several particulars in the preceding his- 
tory of the Samaritan woman which confirm the doc- 
trine of a particular providence, and show how God 
manages the most common occurrences in order to 
accomplish the designs of his mercy and love. 

The Gospel must be preached to the Samaritans : 
this is God’s purpose; and in this case, the wrath of 
man is caused to praise him. 

1. Christ finds it necessary to quit Judea because 
of the persecution raised up against him by the scribes 
and Pharisees, ver. 1-3. How worthy of admiration 
is that Divine providence that presses every thing into 
the accomplishment of its own designs! The doctors 
of Jerusalem oblige the Saviour to leave their city ; 
and a simple woman persuades all the inhabitants of a 
Samaritan city to open their gates and their hearts, 
and entreat the Redeemer of the world to enter in. 

2. Christ must pass through Samaria, ver. 4. He 
was so situated in Judea that he could not reach Gali- 
lee except through Samaria, without taking a large 
circuit, which the necessities of the present case could 
not admit. Thus, while he appears to fly only from 
the fury of his persecutors, he is in reality seeking the 
lost, and fully accomplishing the work he came into 
the world to perform. 

3. Christ being weary finds it necessary to sit down 
to rest himself by Jacob’s well, ver. 5, 6, spent with 
How energetic was this fatigue! 
( 35" ) 


Jesus goes to the 


now actwe was this rest! Nothing can happen to 
Christ in vain—nothing can turn him out of the way 
of his mercy—his great work he continues to carry 
on, without the smallest interruption, where we would 
have thought it must have been necessarily suspended. 

4. The disciples are obliged to go to the city to 
buy victuals, ver. 8, and Jesus was left alone. Even 
this circumstance was not only favourable to the con- 
version of the Samaritan woman, but even essentially 
necessary, as, without it, she could not have had that 
opportunity of conversing freely with our Lord; nor 
would it have been proper for him to have made that 
discovery of himself, in their presence, which we find 
he did during their absence. See the note on ver. 26. 

5. The Samaritan woman is induced at that very 
time to go and draw water. Evenso small a circum- 
stance as this becomes a necessary part in the econo- 
my of her salvation. There is not a circumstance in 
our life—not an occurrence in our business, but God 
will make it subservient to our salvation, if we have a 


CHAP... ¥; 


feast at Jerusalem 


simple heart and a teachable spirit. The steps of a 
good man especially are ordered of the Lord; and, 
while he acknowledges his Maker in all his ways, he 
will direct all his steps. A proper consideration of 
this great truth will produce both confidence and hu- 
mility. 

6. But this blessed doctrine may be abused; for 
some may suppose that God always acts according to 
a fixed necessity, through which, whatsoever was, is, 
or will be, has had its existence, mode of being, ope- 
ration, and direction, according to predetermined irre- 
vocable laws. This system makes God himself the 
necessary agent of eternal fate, as it supposes him to 
be constantly employed in doing what eternal neces- 
sity obliges him to perform ; and thus his infinite free- 
dom is bounded or acted upon by uncontrollable neces- 
sity. Perdition is not farther from glory than neces- 
sitating decrees are from a particular and gracious 
providence, by which the means of salvation are placed 
within the reach of every human being. 


LA LE tev. 


The man who had been diseased thirty-eight years healed on the Sabbath day, 1-9. 
secute Christ, and seek to kill him, because he had done this cure on the Sabbath, 10-16. 


The Jews cavil, per 
Our Lord vin- 


dicates his conduct, and shows, from the testimony of the Father, the Scriptures, John the Baptist, and 


his own works, that he came from God, to be the light and salvation of the world, 17-39. 


He reproves 


the Jews for their obstinacy, 40; hatred to God, 41, 42; pride, 43, 44; and disbelief of their own law, 


45-47. 
pgMaaet, AFTER *this there was a feast} 2 Now there is at Jerusalem eee 
fc of the Jews; and Jesus went|” by the sheep ‘° market a pool, An. Olymp. 


a Lev. xxiii. 2; Deut. xvi. 1; chap. ii. 13. 


_ NOTES ON CHAP. V. 

Verse 1. A feast] This is generally supposed, by 
the best critics, to have been the feast of the passover, 
which was the most eminent feast among the Jews. 
In several excellent MSS. the article is added, 7 éopry, 
THE feast, the grand, the principal festival. Petavius 
supposes that the feast of Purum, or lots, is here meant; 
and one MS. reads 4 oxnvornya, the feast of Taber- 
nacles. Several of the primitive fathers believe Pen- 
tecost to be intended; and they are followed by many 
of the moderns, because, in chap. vii. 2, mention is 
made of the feast of Tabernacles, which followed Pen- 
tecost, and was about the latter end of our September ; 
and, in chap. x. 22, mention is made of the feast of 
Dedication, which was held about the latter end of 
November. See Bp. Pearce. See chap. x. 22. 

Calmet, however, argues that there is no other feast 
with which all the circumstances marked here so well 
agree as with the passover; and Bp. Newcome, who 
is of Calmet’s opinion, thinks Bp. Pearce’s argument 
concerning the succession of the feasts to be inconclu- 
sive ; because it is assumed, not proved, that the three 
feasts which he mentions above must have happened 
in the same year. See much on the same subject in 
Bp. Newcome’s notes to his Harmony, p. 15, &c. 


Lightfoot has observed, that the other evangelists {1; 325 xit, 39. 


1 


b Neh. iii. 1; xii. 39. 


¢ Or, gate, 


speak very sparingly of our Lord’s acts in Judea 
They mention nothing of the passovers, from our 
Lord’s baptism till his death, excepting the very last : 
but John points at them all. The first he speaks of, 
chap. ii. 13; the third, chap. vi. 4; the fourth, chap. 
xili. 1 ; and the second in this place: for although he 
does not call it the passover, but a feast in general, 
yet the circumstances agree best with this feast ; and 
our Lord’s words, chap. iv. 35, seein to cast light on 
this subject. See the note there. 

Verse 2. There 1s] This is thought by some to be 
a proof that John wrote his Gospel before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem; and that the pool and its porticoes 
were still remaining. Though there can be little 
doubt that Jerusalem was destroyed many years before 
John wrote, yet this does not necessarily imply that 
the pool and its porticoes must have been destroyed 
too. It, or something in its place, is shown to tra; 
vellers to the present day. See Maundrell’s Jour. p 
108. But instead of ez, 1s, both the Syriac, all the 
Arabic, Persic, Armenian, and Nonnus, read 7v, WAS; 
which is to me some proof that it did not exist when 
these versions were made, and that the pool which is 
shown now is not the original. 

By the sheep market] Rather, gate: see Neh. iii 
This was in all probability the gate 
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The miracle wrought at 


A. M. 4031. 5 ving five por- 
Ap og /tongue Bethesda, having Pp 
An. Olymp. ches. 
CCL. 3. 


3 In these lay a great multitude 
of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 
for the moving of the water. 


ST. JOHN. 


the pool of Bethesda. 


4 For 4an angel went down at a 4, M403). 
certain season into the pool, and trou- An. Olymp. 
bled the water : whosoever then first 
after the troubling of the water, stepped in, was 


made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 


d Matt. xxvili. 2; 


1 Cor. ix. 24. 


through which the sheep were brought which were 
offered in sacrifice in the temple. 

A pool] Bp. Pearce thinks the word xodvuBySpa 
should be translated bath, and that this place was 
built for the purpose of bathing and swimming in. He 
observes that xoAvuBar signifies to swum, in eta XXVli. 
43. In proof of this, he cites three of the old Jéala, 
which have natatoria, a bathing or swimming place. 

Bethesda} This word is variously written in the 
MSS. and versions: Bezatha—Bethzatha—Betzetha 
—Belzetha—Belzatha—Berzeta; and many have 
Bethsaida. But the former reading is the genuine 
one. Bethesda, or according to the Hebrew n70nn73 
Bethchasdah, signifies literally, the house of mercy. 
It got this name probably from the cures which God 
mercifully performed there. It is likely the porticoes 
were built for the more convenient reception of the 
poor and distressed, who came hither to be healed. 
It does not appear that any person was obliged to pay 
man for what the mercy of God freely gave. Wicked 
as the Jewish people were, they never thought of 
levying a tax on the poor and afflicted, for the cures 
they received in these healing waters. How is it that 
a well-regulated state, such as that of Great Britain, 
can ever permit individuals or corporations to enrich 
themselves at the expense of God’s mercy, manifested 
in the sanative waters of Bristol, Bath, Buxton, &c.% 
Should not the accommodations be raised at the ex- 
pense of the public, that the poor might enjoy without 
cost, which they are incapable of defraying, the great 
blessing which the God of nature has bestowed on 
such waters? In most of those places there is a pro- 
fession that the poor may drink and bathe gratis; but 
it is little better than a pretence, and the regulations 
relative to this point render the whole nearly ineffi- 
sient. However, some good is done. 

Verse 3. Blind, halt, withered] To these the Codex 
Beza, three copies of the Jtala, and both the Persic, 
add mapadvtixwr, paralytic; but they are probably 
included among the withered. 

Waiting for the moving of the water.] This clause, 
with the whole of the fourth verse, is wanting in some 
MSS. and versions ; but I think there is no sufficient 
evidence against their authenticity. Griesbach seems 
to be of the same opinion; for though he has marked 
the whole passage with the notes of doubtfulness, yet 
he has left it in the text. Some have imagined that 
the sanative virtue was communicated to the waters 
by washing in them the entrails of the beasts which 
were offered in sacrifice; and that the angel meant 
no more than merely a man sent to stir up from the 
bottom this corrupt sediment, which, being distributed 
through the water, the pores of the person who bathed 
in it were penetrated by this matter, and his disorder 
repelled! But this is a miserable shift to get rid of 
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the power and goodness of God, built on the merest 
conjectures, self-contradictory, and every way as 
unlikely as it is insupportable. It has never yet been 
satisfactorily proved that the sacrifices were ever 
washed; and, could even this be proved, who can 
show that they were washed in the pool of Bethesda? 
These waters healed a man in a moment of whatso- 
ever disease he had. Now, there is no one cause 
under heaven that can do this. Had only one kind 
of disorders been cured here, there might have been 
some countenance for this deistical conjecture—but 
this is not the case ; and we are obliged to believe the 
relation just as it stands, and thus acknowledge the 
sovereign power and mercy of God, or take the des- 
perate flight of an infidel, and thus get rid of the pas. 
sage altogether. 

Verse 4. Angel] “Of the Lord,” is added by AKL, 
about 20 others, the Avthiopic, Armenian, Slavonic, 
Vulgate, Anglo-Saxon, and six copies of the Itala: 
Cyril and Ambrose have also this reading. If this 
reading be genuine, and the authorities which support 
it are both ancient and respectable, it destroys Dr. 
Hammond’s conjecture, that, by the angel, a messen- 
ger only, sent from the Sanhedrin, is meant, and that 
these cures were all performed in a natural way. 

Those who feel little or none of the work of God 
in their own hearts are not willing to allow that he 
works in others. Many deny the influences of God’s 
Spirit, merely because they never felt them. This is 
to make any man’s experience the rule by which the 
whole word of God is to be interpreted; and conse- 
quently to leave no more divinity in the Bible than 
is found in the heart of him who professes to ex- 
plain it. 

Went down] KareBavev, descended. ‘The word 
seems to imply that the angel had ceased to descend 
when John wrote. In the second verse, he spoke of 
the pool as being séz/ in existence ; and in this verse 
he intimates that the Divine influence ceased from 
these waters. When it began, we know not; but it 
is likely that it continued no longer than till the cruci.- 
fixion of our Lord. Some think that this never took 
place before nor after this time. Neither Josephus, 
Philo, nor any of the Jewish authors mention this 
pool; so that it is very likely that it had not been long 
celebrated for its healing virtue, and that nothing of it 
remained when those authors wrote. 

Certain season] This probably refers to the time 
of the feast, during which only this miraculous virtue 
lasted. It is not likely that the angel appeared to the 

cople—his descent might be only known by the 
ebullition caused in the waters. Was not the whole 
a type of Christ? See Zech. xiii. 1. He is the true 
Bethesda, or house of mercy, the fountain opened to 


| the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusa- 


1 


Christ heals the man who was 


5 And a certain man was there, 
An. Clymp. which had an infirmity ° thirty and 
eight years. 

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that 
he had been now a long time in that case, he 
saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole ? 

7 'The impotent man answered him, Sir, I 
have no man, when the water is troubled, to 
put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. 


CHAP. V. 


diseased thirty-eight yers 


8 Jesus saith unto him, ‘Rise, take 4.™: he 
ASDF 27% 
up thy bed, and walk. 

9 And immediately the man was 
made whole, and took up_ his bed, 
walked : 
sabbath. 

10 Y The Jews therefore said unto him that 
was cured, It is the sabbath day : it is not 
lawful for thee to carry thy bed. 

11 He answered them, He that made me 


An. Glyn. 
CL. 3. 


and 
and on the same day was the 


e Lam. iii. yes Hab. ii. 3; Luke viii. 43. ——! Matt. ix.6; Mark 
Th; ; Luke v. 24. £ Chap. ix. 14, 


lem, for sin and for uncleanness ; unto which all the 
diseased may come, and find health and life eternal. 

Verse 5. Had an infirmity thirty and eight years.] 
St. Chrysostom conjectured that blindness was the 
infirmity of this person: what it was, the inspired 
writer does not say—probably it was a palsy: his case 
was deplorable—he was not able to go into the pool 
himself, and he had no one to help him; so that 
poverty and disease were here connected. The length 
of the time he had been afflicted makes the miracle 
of his cure the greater. There could have been no 
collusion in this case: as his affliction had lasted 
thirty-eight years, it must have been known to multi- 
tudes; therefore he could not be a person prepared 
for the occasion. All Christ’s miracles have been 
wrought in such a way, and on such persons and occa- 
sions, as absolutely to preclude all possibility of the 
suspicion of imposture. 

Verse 6. Wilt thou be made whole 2] Christ, by 
asking this question, designed to excite in this person 
faith, hope, and a greater desire of being healed. He 
wished him to reflect on his miserable state, that he 
might be the- better prepared to receive a cure, and 
to value it when it came. Addresses of this kind are 
always proper from the preachers of the Gospel, that 
the hearts, as well of hardened as of desponding sin- 
ners, may be stirred up to desire and expect salvation. 
Do you wish to be healed? Do you know that you 
are under the power of a most inveterate and dangefous 
disease t If so, there is a remedy—have immediate 
recourse to the physician. Questions of this kind are 
frequently asked in the secret of our souls, by the 
inspirations of God’s Spirit. Happy those who pay 
attention to them, and give right answers. 

Verse 7. Sir, I have no man] Nat, Kvpte— Yes, 
sir; but I have no man :’—this is the reading of 
C*GH, fourteen others, both the Syriac, later Persic, 
Arabic, and Chrysostom. Reader, be thankful to God 
for health and outward comforts. When long affliction 
has been allied to deep poverty, how deplorable is 
the state ! 

Verse 8. Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.] Jesus 
speaks here as God. He speaks in no name but his 
own, and with an authority which belongs to God 
alone. And what is the consequence? The man 
became whole immediately ; and this sudden restora- 
tion to health and strength was an incontestable proof 
of the onmipotence of Christ. It has been remarked, 
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h Exod. xx. 10; Neh. xiii. 19; Jer. xvii. 21, &c.; Matt. xii. 2; 
Mark i li. 24; ili. 4: Luke vi. 2; xiii. 14 


that our Lord, after having performed a miracle, was 
accustomed to connect some circumstance with it, 
which attested its truth. After the miracle of the five 
loaves, he ordered the fragments to be collected, which 
were more in quantity than the loaves themselves, 
though several thousands had been fed. When he 
changed the water into wine, he ordered some to be 
taken first to the steward of the feast, that he might 
taste and bear testimony to its genuineness and excel- 
lency. When he cured the lepers, he commanded 
them to show themselves to the priests, whose business 
it was to judge of the cure. So here, he judged it 
necessary, after having cured this infirm man, to order 
him not only to arise, but to take up his bed, and walk, 
which sufficiently attested the miracle which he had 
wrought. God's work is ever known by its excellence 
and good effects. 

The bed of a poor Hindoo is seldom any thing 
besides a single mat, or a cloth as thick as a bed- 
quilt. Men carrying such beds may be seen daily on 
the highways. 

Verse 9. The same day was the sabbath.| My. 
Toynard supposes that this miracle was wrought on 
the 11th of Nisan, the sabbath before the passover, 
which was celebrated the 14th of Nisan, or 28th of 
March. But why did our Lord command this man to 
carry his bed on the sabbath, as the law prohibited 
all servile work, and especially the carrying of 
burthens? See Exod. xx. 8; Jer. xvii. 21; Neh. 
xiii. 15. To this it may be answered, 1. The man 
was a poor man, and if he had left his bed he might 
have lost it; and he could not have conveniently 
watched it till the next morning. 2. Christ showed 
by this that he was Lord of the sabbath: see Matt. 
xii. 8. 3. This was not contrary to the spirit of the 
law: the sabbath was made to honour God in, and 
this was a public monument of his power and good- 
ness. 4. It was consistent with the wisdom of Christ 
to do his miracles so that they might be seen and 
known by a multitude of people, and especially in 
Jerusalem, which was the capital of the country, and 
the centre of the Jewish religion; and this very 
circumstance of the healed man carrying his bed on 
the sabbath day must call the attention of many to 
this matter, and cause the miracle to be more gene- 
rally known. 

Verse 11. He that made me whole, &c.] The poor 
man reasoned conclusively :—He who could work such 
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Christ vindicates his miracles 


A. M4031. whole, the same said unto me, Take 


An. Olymp. up thy bed, and walk. 

12 Then asked they him, What 
man is that which said unto thee, Take up 
thy bed, and walk ? 

13 And he that was healed wist not who it 
was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, 
ia multitude being in that place. 

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the tem- 
ple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made 
whole: * sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee. 

15 The man departed, and told the Jews 


ST. 9OHN. 


against the cavils of the Jews 


that it was Jesus which had made eta 
him whole. An. Olymp 


16 And therefore did the Jews 
persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because 
he had done these things on the sabbath day. 

17 4 But Jesus answered them, !My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work. 

18 Therefore the Jews ™ sought the more to 
kill him, because he not only had broken the 
sabbath, but said also that God was his Fa- 
ther, ® making himself equal with God. 

19 § Then answered Jesus and said unto 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, ° The Son 


Or, from the multitude that was.—-* Matt, xii, 45; chap. viil. 
Ve 1 Chap, ix. 4; xiv. 10. 


+ miracle must be at least the best of men: now a good 
qian will neither do evil himself, nor command others 
to do it; but he who cured me ordered me to carry 
my bed; therefore, there can be no evil in it. 

Verse 13. Jesus had conveyed himself away] Or, 
had withdrawn himself. And this he might easily do, 
as there was a crowd in the place. Some think the 
words indicate, that Jesus withdrew on seeing a multi- 
tude in the place, i, e. razsing a tumult, because of 
the man’s carrying his bed. ‘See the margin. He 
had not yet finished his work, and would not expose 
himself to the envy and malice of the Jewish rulers. 

Verse 14. Jesus findeth him in the temple] 'The 
man being conscious that it was through the mercy 
of God that he was restored, (though he did not as yet 
know distinctly who Christ was,) went to the temple 
to return thanks to God for his cure. Whether this 
was on the same day, or some other, does not distinctly 
appear: it was probably the same day, after he had 
carried home his couch. How many, when they are 
made well, forget the hand that has healed them, and, 
instead of gratitude and obedience to God, use their 
renewed health and strength in the service of sin! 
Those who make this use of God’s mercies may con- 
sider their restoration as a respite only from perdition. 

Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.] 
Our Lord, intending to discover to this man who he 
was, gave him two proofs of the perfection of his 
knowledge. 1. He showed him that he knew the 
secret of the past—sin no more: thereby intimating 
that his former sins were the cause of his Jong afflic- 
tion. 2. He showed him that he knew the future— 
lest a worse thing come unto thee: if thy iniquity be 
repeated, thy punishment will be increased. 

Verse 15. The man departed, and told the Jews] 
He did not say it was Jesus who had ordered him to 
carry his hed, but it was Jesus who had cured him; 
and he left them to draw the inference, viz. That this 
Jesus must be the miraculous power of God. 

Verse 16. And sought to slay him] This clause is 
omitted by BCDL, some others, and several ancient 
versions. Griesbach has left it out of the text; and 
Professor White says, cerlissime delenda: but it does 


not appear to me that it should be omitted, However, | 
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m Chap. vil. 19. n Chap. x. 30, 33; Phil. ii. 6-——° Ver. 30; 
chap. vill. 28; ix, 4; xil. 49; xiv. 10. 


it was true of the Jews, whether the words were origi- 
nally in the evangelist or not. For what cause did 
these persons seek to destroy our Lord? Because he 
had healed a poor man, who had been diseased thirty- 
eight years, and ordered him to carry home the couch 
on which he lay! How implacable must their malice 
have been! The spirit of religious persecution has 
always been the most fell and dangerous of all on this 
side perdition. Every other disposition appears to 
have its moderator; but this is wholly abandoned to 
the guidance of Satan, and has for its objects the men 
who know the truth, and wha live to the glory of their 
God, and for the benefit of mankind. How strange 
that such should ever be objects of malice and hatred! 
But the Satanic nature in fallen man is ever opposed 
to whatever comes from God. ; 

Verse 17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.\ 
Or, As my Father worketh until now, &c., xaSw¢ being 
understood. God created the world in sia days: on 
the seventh he rested from all creating acts, and set 
it apart to be an everlasting memorial of his work. 
But, though he rested from creating, he never ceased 
from preserving and governing that which he had 
formed ; in this respect he can keep no sabbaths; for 
nothing can continue to exist, or answer the end pro- 
posed by the Divine wisdom and goodness, without the 
continual energy of God. So J work—I am constantly 
employed in the same way, governing and supporting 
all things, comforting the wretched, and saving the lost; 
and to me, in this respect, there is no sabdath. 

Verse 18. Making himself equal with God.] This 
the Jews understood from the preceding verse: nor 
did they take a wrong meaning out of our Lord’s 
words; for he plainly stated that, whatever was the 
Father’s work, his was the same; thus showing that 
He and the Father were ONE. ‘They had now found 
out two pretences to take away his life: one was that 
he had broken the Sabbath—eAve, dissolved, as they 
pretended, the obligation of keeping it holy. The 
other was that he was guilty of blasphemy, in making 
himself egual to God: for both which crimes, a man, 
according to the law, must suffer death. See Num. 
xv. 32; Lev. xxiv. 11, 14, 16. 

Verse 19, The Son can do nathing of himself 

J 


Christ shows his 


A. M4031. can do nothing of himself, but what 


Aan Sep. he seeth the Father do: for what 
———— things soever he doeth, these also 
doeth the Son likewise. 

20 For »the Father loveth the Son, and 
showeth him all things that himself doeth : 
and he will show him greater works than these, 
that ye may marvel. 

21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, 
and quickeneth them, 4 even so the Son quick- 
eneth whom he will. 

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but * hath 


P Matt. 1.17; chap. iii. 35; 2 Pet. i. 17. 
vill. 54; chap. x1. 25, 43. 


: 4 Luke vii. 14; 
* Matt. xi. 27; xxviil.18; ver. 27; 


CHAP. V. 


equality with the Father 

: : A. M. 4031. 
committed all judgment unto the ce or. 
Son: An. Olymp. 


23 That all men should honour the — 7" *_ 
Son, even as they honour the Father. * He 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
Father which hath sent him. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, t He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation ; * but is passed from 
death unto life. 

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour 


ch. iii. 35; xvii. 2; Acts xvii. 31; 1 Pet. iv. 5. 
t Chap. ili. 16, 18; vi. 40,47; viil.51; xx.31. 


*] John ii. 23. 
u} John iii. 14 


Because of his inseparable union with the Father: 
nor can the Father do any thing of himself, because 
of his infinite unity with the Son. 

What things soever he doeth, these also doeth the 
Son] God does nothing but what Christ does. What 
God does is the work of God, and proper to no crea- 
ture—Jesus does whatsoever God does, and therefore 
is no created being. The Son can do nothing but what 
he sees the Father do: now, any intelligent creature 
may do what God cannot do: he may err—he may 
sin. If Jesus can do nothing but what God does, then 
he is no creature—he can neither sz nor err, nor act 
imperfectly. ‘The conclusion from our Lord’s argument 
is: If J have broken the Sabbath, so has God also; 
for I can do nothing but what I see him doing. He 
is ever governing and preserving ; I am ever employed 
in saving. 

Verse 20. Greater works than these] Two of these 
he immediately mentions : Raising the dead, ver. 21. 
And judging the world, ver. 22. 

That ye may marvel.| Or, So as to make you won- 
der. Our Lord sometimes speaks of himself as God, 
and sometimes as the ambassador of God. As he had 
a human and Divine nature, this distinction was essen- 
tially necessary. Many errors have originated from 
want of attention to this circumstance. 

Verse 21. As the Father raiseth up the dead] This 
he did in the case of the widow’s son at Sarepta, 1 
Kings xvii. 22, by the ministry of the Prophet Elijah. 
And again, in the case of the Shunamite’s son, 2 Kings 
iv. 32-35, by the ministry of the Prophet Elisha. 

The Son quickeneth whom he will.| He raiseth from 
death to life whomsoever he pleases. So he did, for 
he raised the ruler’s daughter, Mark v. 35-42; the 
widow’s son at Nain, Luke vii. 11-15; and Lazarus, 
at Bethany, John xi. 14-44. 

Whom he will. Here our Lord points out his sove- 
reign power and independence ; he gives life accord- 
ing to his own will—not being obliged to supplicate 
for the power by which it was done, as the prophets 
did ; his own will being absolute and sufficient in every 
case. 

Verse 22. The Father judgeth no man] This con- 
firms what he had said before, verse 17, 19, that the 
Father acts not without the Son, nor the Son without 
the Father ; their acts are common, their power equal. 

1 


Verse 23. That all men should honour the Son, &c.] 
If then the Son is to be honoured, Even as the Father 
is honoured, then the Son must be God, as receiving 
that worship which belongs to God alone. 'To worship 
any creature is idolatry : Christ is to be honoured even 
as the Father is honoured; therefore Christ is not a 
creature ; and, if not a creature, consequently the 
Creator. See chap. i. 3. 

He that honoureth not the Son] God will not receive 
that man’s adoration who refuses to honour Jesus, even 
as he honours him. The Jews expected the Messiah 
as a great and powerful Prince ; but they never thought 
of a person coming in that character enrobed with all 
the attributes of Godhead. To lead them off from 
this error, our Lord spoke the words recorded in these 
verses. 

Verse 24. He that heareth my word] My doctrine 
—and believeth on him that sent me—he who credits 
my Divine mission, that I am come to give light and 
life to the world by my doctrine and death—hath eter 
nal life—the seed of this life is sown in his heart the 
moment he believes—and shall not come into con- 
demnation, el¢ pow, into judgment—that which will 
speedily come on this unbelieving race ; and that which 
shall overwhelm the wicked in the great day. 

But is passed from death unto life.| MeraBeBnxev, 
Has changed his country, or place of abode. Death is 
the country where every Christless soul lives. The 
man who knows not God lives a dying life, or a living 
death ; but he who believes in the Son of God passes 
over from the empire of death, to the empire of life. 
Reader! thou wast born in death: hast thou yet chang- 
ed the place of thy natural residence 1 Remember that 
to live in sin is to live in death; and those who live 
and die thus shall die eternally. 

Verse 25. The dead shall hear the voice] Three 
kinds of death are mentioned in the Scriptures: natu~ 
ral, spiritual, and eternal. 

The first consists in the separation of the body and 
soul. The second in the separation of God and the 
soul. The third in the separation of body and soul 
from God in the other world. Answerable to these 
three kinds of death, there is a threefold life: Natu- 
ral life, which consists in the union of the soul and 
body. Spiritual life, which consists in the union of 
God and the soul, by faith and love. Eternal life, 
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Christ asserts the 


Agi: 4051, is coming, and now is, when * the 
an ibe dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
‘CL 3 


—_""_ of God: and they that hear shall live. 

26 For as the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in 
himself ; 

27 And “ hath given him authority to exe- 
cute judgment also, * because he is the Son 
of man. 

28 Marvel not at this; for the hour is com- 
ing, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, 


ST. JOHN. 


resurrection of all men 


29 y And shall come forth: 7 they oe 


that have done good, unto the resur- An. ro 
rection of life ; and they that have : 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion. 

30 *I can of mine own self do nothing: as 
I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; 
because » I seek not mine own will, but the will 
of the Father which hath sent me. 

31 9° If I bear witness of myself, my wit- 
ness is not true. 

32 * There is another that beareth witness 


v Verse 28; Eph. ii, 1,5; v, 14; Col. ii. 13——w Verse 22; 
Acts x. 42; xvii. 31. x Dan. vil. 13, 14..——y Isa, xxvi, 19; 
1 Thess. iv. 16; 1 Cor. xv. 52. 


z Dan. xii.2; Matt. xxv. 32, 33, 46.—- Ver. 19? Matt. xxvi. 
39; chap. iv. 34; vi. 38. ¢ See chap. viii. 14; Rey. i. 14. 
4 Matt. ini. 17; xvii. 5; chap. viii. 18; 1 John v. 6, 7, 9. 


which consists in the communion of the bo¢y and soul 
with God, by holiness, in the realms of bliss. 

Of the dead, our Lord says, the hour is coming, and 
now is, when they shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and live. ‘The hour is coming, when all that 
sleep in the dust shall awake at the voice of the Son 
of man, and come to judgment: for he giveth life to 
the dead, ver. 21, 28,29. Again, the hour is coming, 
when some of those who have died a natural death 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God and live again 
here. It is likely that our Lord had not as yet raised 
any from the dead; and he refers to those whom he 
intended to raise: see on ver. 21. Lastly, the hour 
now is, when many who are dead in trespasses and 
sins, shall hear the voice (the word) of the Son of 
God, believe, and receive spiritual life through him, 

Verse 26. Hath he given to the Son to have life, &c.] 
Here our Lord speaks of himself in his character of 
Messiah, or envoy of God. 

Verse 27. Because he is the Son of man.] Because 
he is the Messiah ; for in this sense the phrase, Son 
of man, is often to be understood. But some join this 
to the next verse thus :—Marvel not at this, because 
he is the Son of man. 

Verse 28. Marvel not at this] I think it quite ne- 
cessary to follow here, as noted above, the punctuation 
of both the Syriac, the Armenian, Chrysostom, Dama- 
scenus, Theophylact, Euthymius, and others ; which 
is found also in some very good MSS. Theophylact 
says that the common method of reading this, which 
he highly objects to, was the invention of Paul of Sa- 
mosata. In ver 26 and 27, our Lord, speaking of 
himself as envoy of God, said, the Father had given 
him to have life in himself, so that, like any of the 
ancient prophets, he could vivify others; and that 
he had given him authority to execute judgment, pro- 
bably referring to that judgment which he was shortly 
to execute on this unbelieving nation, and apparently 
in direct reference to Dan. vii. 13, Behold one like 
the Son of man came with the clouds, &c., a place 
which the Jews expound of the promised Messiah, In 
this verse he anticipates an objection, as if they had 
said; “This cannot be: thoy art a man—thou wast 
aor among us.” Our Lord answera: Don’t marvel 
at this, Beoausr I am a man—for greater things than 
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these shall be done by me: he who now addresses 
you, though disguised under the form of a man, shall 
appear in the great day to be the Judge of quick and 
dead: by his almighty power, he shall raise all the 
dead ; and, by his unerring wisdom and justice, shall 
adjudge the wicked to hell, and the righteous to hea- 
ven. The first sense, however, of this passage, ap- 
pears to some the most probable; though they both 
amount nearly to the same meaning. 

Verse 30. I can of mine own self do nothing] Be- 
cause of my intimate union with God, See on ver. 19. 

I seek not mine own will] I do not, I cannot at- 
tempt to do any thing without God. This, that is, the 
Son of man, the human nature which is the temple of 
my Divinity, chap. i. 14, is perfectly subject to the 
Deity that dwells in it. In this respect our blessed 
Lord is the perfect pattern of all his followers. In 
every thing their wills should submit to the will of 
their heavenly Father. Nothing is more common 
than to hear people say, J will do it because I choose. 
He who has no better reason to give for his conduct 
than his own will shall in the end have the same reason 
to give for his eternal destruction. ‘I followed my 
own will, in opposition to the will of God, and now I 
am plunged in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimstone.” 

Reader, God hath sent thee also to do his will :—- 
his will is that thou shouldst abandon thy sins, and be 
lieve in the Lord Jesus. Hast thou yet done it? 

Verse 31. If I bear witness] If I had no proof to 
bring of my being the Messiah, and equal to God, 
common sense would direct you to reject my testi- 
mony ; but the mighty power of God, by which I work 
my miracles, sufficiently attests that my pretensions 
are well founded, 

Bishop Pearce gives a different turn to this verse, 
by translating it interrogatively, thus: “Jf J only 
bear witness of myself, 1s not my witness true? i. e. 
is it, on that account, not true? In chap. vill. 14, he 
says, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record 
is true. And in verse 18, he says, I am one that 
bear witness of myself.” 

Verse 32. There is another] God the Father, who, 
by his Spirit in your prophets, described my person, 
office, and miracles, You read these scriptures, and 
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His testimony concerning 


aM, 1031. of me; and I know that the witness 


nt which he witnesseth of me is true. 
dna 33 Ye -sent unto John, * and he 
bare witness unto the truth. 
34 But I receive not testimony from man : 
but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 
35 He was a burning and fa shining light : 


€ Chap. i. 15, 19, 27, 32.—f 2 Pet. i. 19. —& See Matt. xiii. 20; 


you cannot help seeing that they testify of me :—no 
person ever did answer the description there given, but 
myself; and I answer to that description in the fullest 
sense of the word. See ver. 39. 

And I know} Instead of oa, I know, ovate, ye 
know, is the reading of the Codex Beze, Armenian, 
and two of the [tala. Ye believe the Scriptures to be 
of God, and that he cannot lie; and yet ye will not 
believe in me, though-these Scriptures have so clearly 
foretold and described me! It is not one of the least 
evils attending unbelief, that it acts not only in oppo- 
sition to God, but it also acts inconsistently with itself. 
It receives the Scriptures in bulk, and acknowledges 
them to have come through Divine inspiration; and 
yet believes no part separately. With it the whole is 
true, but no part is true! The very wnreasonabdleness 
of this conduct shows the principle to have come from 
beneath, were there no other evidences against it. 

Verse 33. Ye sent unto John] 1 am not without 
human testimony of the most respectable kind :—-Ye 
sent to John, and he bare witness. There are several 
circumstances in John’s character which render his 
testimony unexceptionable. 1. He is consulted by 
the very enemies of Christ, as a very holy and extra- 
ordinary man. 2. He is perfectly free from all self- 
interest, having declined making the least advantage 
by his own reputation. 3. He is sincere, undaunted, 
and so averse from all kinds of flattery that he reproves 
Herod at the hazard of his liberty and life. 4. He 
was so far from being solicited by Christ to give his 
testimony that he had not even seen him when he gave 
it. See chap. i. 19-28. 

Verse 34. But I receive not testimony from man 
{only.] I have no need of John’s testimony : the works 
that I do bear sufficient testimony to me, ver. 36. 

But these things I say, &e.] You believed John to 
be a prophet—a prophet cannot lie: he bore testimony 
that Iam the Lamb of God, that beareth away the 
sin of the world, chap. i. 29 ; therefore, that ye may 
be saved by believing in me as such, I have appealed 
to John’s testimony, 

Verse 35. He was a burning and a shining light] 
Hy 6 Avyvoe 6 katouevoc Kat datvor, should be translated, 
He was a burning and a shining vamp. He was not 
To due Tov Koouov, the light of the world, i.e. the sun; 
but he was 6 Avyvoo, a lamp, to give a clear and steady 
light till the sun should arise. It is supposed that 
John had been cast into prison about four months be- 
fore this time. See the note on chap. iv. 35. As 
his light continued no longer to shine, our Lord says 
he Was. 

The expression of Jamp our Lord took from the or- 


CHAP. V. 


John the Baptist. 


and ® ye were willing for a season 4,M. 4031. 
Deer eae A. D. 27. 

to rejoice in his light. An, Olymp. 
36 WJ But "I have greater witness mes 

than that of John: for ‘the works which the Father 

hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, 

bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

37 And the Father himself, which hath sent 


xxi. 26; Mark vi. 20.—» 1 John v. 9——i Ch. iii. 2; x. 25; xv. 24. 


doctors the lamps of Israel. A lighted candle is a 
proper emblem of a minister of God; and, Alteri 
serviens consumor—* In serving others, I myself 
destroy:”—a proper motio. There are few who 
preach the Gospel faithfully that do not lose their 
lives by it. Burning may refer to the zeal with which 
John executed his message ; and shining may refer to 
the clearness of the testimony which he bore concern- 
ing Christ. Only to shine is but vanity ; and to burn 
without shining will never edify the Church of God. 
Some shine, and some burn, but few both shine and 
burn ; and many there are who are denominated pas- 
tors, who neither shine nor burn. He who wishes to 
save souls must both burn and shine: the clear light 
of the knowledge of the sacred records must fill his 
understanding ; and the holy flame of loving zeal 
must oceupy his heart. Zeal without knowledge is 
continually blundering ; and knowledge without zeal 
makes no converts to Christ. 

For a season} The time between his beginning to 
preach and his being cast into prison. 

To rejoice] AyaAdacactnvar, To jump for joy, as we 
would express it. They were exceedinely rejoiced to 
hear that the Messiah was come, because they ex- 
pected him to deliver them out of the hands of the 
Romans ; but when a spiritual deliverance, of infinitely 
greater moment was preached to them, they rejected 
both it and the light which made it manifest. 

Verse 36. But I have greater witness| However 
decisive the judgment of such a man as John may be, 
who was the lamp of Israel, a miracle of grace, filled 
with the spirit of Elijah, and more than any prophet, 
because he pointed out, not the Messiah who was to 
come, but the Messiah who was already come: never- 
theless, I am not obliged to depend on his testimony 
alone ; for I have a greater one, that of Him whom 
you acknowledge to be your God. And how do I 
prove that this God bears testimony to me? By my 
works: these miracles, which attest my mission, and 
prove by themselves that nothing less than unlimited 
power and boundless love could ever produce them. 
By my word only, 1 have perfectly and instantly healed 
a man who was diseased thirty and eight years. Ye 
see the miracle—the man is before you whole and 
sound. Why then do ye not believe in my mission, 
that ye may embrace my doctrine, and be saved t 

Verse 37. The Father himself—hath borne wit- 
ness| That is, by his prophets. 

Ye have neither heard his voice] I make these 
words, with Bp. Pearce, a parenthesis: the sense is 
—< Not that my Father ever appeared visibly or spake 
audibly to any of you; but he did it by the mouths of 


dinary custom of the Jews, who termed their eminent} his prophets.” Lately, however, he had added to their 


1 


553 


The command of Christ 


A. M. 4031. k itness of me. Ye 
‘AD or me, * hath borne wit 


An. Olymp. have neither heard his voice at any 
both time, ! nor seen his shape. 
38 And ye have not his word abiding in 
you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 
39 4 ™Search the Scriptures; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life: and * they are 
they which testify of me. 


k Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5; chap. vi. 27; viii. 18——! Deut. 
iv. 12; chap. i. 18; 1 Tim.i. 17; 1 John iv. 12. * Isaiah 
vill. 20; xxxiv. 16; Luke xvi. 29; verse 46; Acts xvi. 
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to search the Scriptures. 


A. M. 4031. 
A. D. 27. 
An. Olymp. 
CCL 3. 


40 ° And ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have life. 

41 § I receive not honour from 
men. 

42 But I know you, that 
love of God in you. 

43 I am come in my Father’s name, and ye 
receive me not: if another shall come in 


ye have not the 


11. n Deuteronomy xviii. 15, 18; Luke xxiv. 27; chap 
i. 45. © Chapter i. 11; iii. 19.—P Verse 34; 1 Thess 
il. 6. 


testimony his own voice from heaven, on the day of 
Christ’s baptism. See Matt. i. 17. 

Verse 38. Ye have not his word abiding in you] 
Though ye believe the Scriptures to be of God, yet ye 
do not let them take hold of your hearts—his word is 
in your mouth, but not in your mind. What a miser- 
able lot ! to read the Scriptures as the true sayings of 
God, and yet to get no salvation from them! Thy 
word, says David, (Psa. exix. 11,) have I hid in my 
heart, that I might not sin against thee. This, these 
Jews had not done. Reader, hast thou ? 

Verse 39. Search the Scriptures] Epevvare tac 
ypavac. This should be translated, not in the impe- 
rative, but in the indicative mood—thus, Ye search 
the Scriptures diligently. ‘That these words are com- 
monly read in the zmperative mood is sufficiently 
known ; but this reading can never accord well with 
the following verse, nor can the force and energy of 
the words be perceived by this version. 

The rabbins strongly recommend the study of the 
Seriptures. The Talmud, Tract. Shabbath, fol. 30, 
brings in God thus addressing David: ‘I am better 
pleased with one day in which thou sittest and studiest 
the law, than I shall be with a thousand sacrifices 
which thy son Solomon shall offer upon my altar.” 

Perhaps the Scriptures were never more diligently 
searched than at that very time: first, because they 
were in expectation of the immediate appearing of the 
Messiah ; secondly, because they wished to find out 
allegories in them ; (see Philo ;) and, thirdly, because 
they found these scriptures to contain the promise of 
an eternal life. He, said they, who studies daily in 
the law, is worthy to have a portion in the world to 
come, Sohar. Genes. fol. 31. Hence we may infer: 
Ist. That the Jews had the knowledge of a future 
state before the coming of Christ; and 2ndly. That 
they got that knowledge from the Old Testament 
Scriptures. 

The word epevvare, which might be translated, Ye 
search diligently, is very expressive. Homer, Iu. 
xvi. 1. 321, applies it to a lion deprived of his whelps, 
who “scours the plains, and traces the footsteps of the 
man.” And in Opyss. xix. l. 436, to dogs tracing 
their game by the scent of the foot. 

In the Septuagint, the verb epevvaw answers to the 
Hebrew won chapash, to search by uncovering ; to 
apn chakar, to search minutely, to explore ; to wn 
chashaph, to strip, make bare ; and to wwn mashash, 
to feel, search by feeling. It is compounded of epew, 
T seek, and evry, a bed ; “and is,” says St. Chrysos- 
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tom, “a metaphor taken from those who dig deep, 
and search for metals in the bowels of the earth. They 
look for the bed where the metal lies, and break every 
clod, and sift and examine the whole, in order to dis- 
cover the ore.” Those who read the verse in the 
imperative mood consider it an exhortation to the dili- 
gent study of the Sacred Writings. Search; that is, 
shake and sift them, as the word also signifies : search 
narrowly, till the true force-and meaning of every 
sentence, yea, of every word and syllable, nay, of every 
letter and yod therein, be known and understood. 
Confer place with place ; the scope of one place with 
that of another ; things going before with things coming 
after: compare word with word, letter with letter, and 
search the whole thoroughly. See Parkhurst, Min- 
tert, and Leigh. 

Leaving every translation of the present passage 
out of the question, this is the proper method of read- 
ing and examining the Scriptures, so as to become wise 
unto salvation through them. 

Verse 40. And ye will not come to me] Though 
ye thus search the Scriptures, in hopes of finding the 
Messiah and eternal life in them, yet ye will not come 
unto me, believe in me, and be my disciples, though so 
clearly pointed out by them, that ye may have that 
eternal life which can only come through me. 

Verse 41. I receive not honour from men.] I do 
not stand in need of you or your testimony. I act 
neither through self-interest nor vanity. Your salva- 
tion can add nothing to me, nor can your destruction 
injure me: I speak only through my love’ for your 
souls, that ye may be saved. 

Verse 42. But I know you, that ye have not, &c.} 
Don’t say that you oppose me through zeal for God’s 
honour, and love for his name, because I make myself 
equal to him: no, this is not the case. I know the 
dispositions of your souls ; and I know ye have neither 
love for his name, nor zeal for his glory. Incorrigible 
ignorance, and malicious jealousy, actuate your hearts. 
Ye read the Scriptures, but ye do not enter into their 
meaning. Had you been as diligent to find out the 
truth, as you have been to find out allegories, false 
glosses, and something to countenance you in your 
crimes, you would have known that the Messiah, who 
is equal with God, must be the Son of man also, and 
the inheritor of David’s throne; and that the very 
works which I do are those which the prophets have 
foretold the Messiah should perform. See Dan. vii. 
13, 14; Isa. ix. 6, 7; xi. 1-5, 10; xxxv. 4-6. 

Verse 43. I am come in my Fathers name] With 
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The Jews reprehended for their 


A. M. 4031. }: . : 
po his own name, him ye will re- 
An. Olymp. ceive. 
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44 «How can ye believe, which 
receive honour one of another, and seek not 
*the honour that cometh from God only ? 

45 “1 Do not think that I will accuse you 
to the Father: ‘there is one that accuseth 


CHAP. V. 


earthly-mindedness and unbelief. 


you, even Moses, in whom ye Aght. $00) 
trust. 

46 For had ye believed Moses, ——~"* 
ye would have believed me: * for he wrote 
of me. 

47 But if ye believe not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my words ? 


4 Chapter xii. 43. * Romaus ii. 29.—* Romans 


li. 12. 


all his influence and authority. Among the rabbins, it 
was essential to a teacher’s credit that he should be 
able to support his doctrine by the authority of some 
eminent persons who had gone before. Hence the 
form, Coming in the name of another. 

If another shall come in his own name] Having no 
Divine influence, and no other authority than his own, 
him ye will receive. That this was notoriously the 
case may appear from Josephus, Antiq. b. xviii. c. 14; 
Acts v. 36, 37; Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. b. iv. c. 6. It 
is by the just judgment of God, that those who will not 
believe the truth of God shall be so given up as to be- 
lieve the most absurd of lies. For an account of these 
false Christs, see the notes on Matt. xxiv. 5. 

Verse 44. How can ye believe, which receive honour, 
&c.] The grand obstacle to the salvation of the 
scribes and Pharisees was their pride, vanity, and self- 
love. They lived on each other’s praise. If they had 
acknowledged Christ as the only teacher, they must 
have given up the good opinion of the multitude ; and 
they chose rather to lose their souls than to forfeit 
their reputation among men! This is the ruin of mil- 
lions. ‘They would be religious, if religion and worldly 
honour were connected ; but as the kingdom of Christ 
is not of this world, and their hearts and souls are 
wedded to the earth, they will not accept the salvation 
which is offered to them on these terms—Deny thy- 
self: take up thy cross, and follow ME. It is no 
wonder that we never find persons making any pro- 
gress in religion who mix with the world, and in any 
respect regulate their conduct by its anti-Christian 
customs, maxims, and fashions. 

From God only ?] Or, from the only God—Ilapa 
tov povov Bcov. ‘Two of the ancient Slavonic versions 
read, From the only begotten Son of God. 

Verse 45. Do not think that I will accuse you] 
You have accused me with a breach of the Sabbath, 
which accusation I have demonstrated to be false: I 
could, in return, accuse you, and substantiate the ac- 
cusation, with the breach of the whole law ; but this I 
need not do, for Moses, in whom ye trust, accuses you. 
You read his law, acknowledge you should obey it, 
and yet break it both in the letter and in the spirit. 
This law, therefore, accuses and condemns you. It 
was a maxim among the Jews that none could accuse 
them but Moses: the spirit of which seems to be, that 
only so pure and enlightened a legislator could find 
fault with such a noble and excellent people! For, 
notwithstanding their abominations, they supposed 
themselves the most excellent of mankind! 

Verse 46. He wrote of me.) For instance, in re- 
citing the prophecy of Jacob, Gen. xlix: 10: The 

1 


‘Gen. ili. 15; xii.3; xviii. 18; xxii. 18; xlix. 10; Deut. xviii. 
15,18; chap. i. 45; Acts xxvi. 22. 


sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Suiton come; and unto 
him shall the gathering of the people be. And in 
Deut. xviii. 18: I will raise them up a Prophet from 
among their brethren like unto thee; and I will put 
my words in his mouth, &c. Confer this with Acts 
iii. 22, and vii. 37. Besides, Moses pointed out the 
Messiah in a multitude of symbols and figures, which 
are found in the history of the patriarchs, the ceremo- 
nial laws, and especially in the whole sacrificial 
system. All these were well-defined, though shadowy 
representations of the birth, life, sufferings, death, and 
resurrection of the Saviour of the world. Add to this, 
Moses has given you certain marks to distinguish the 
false from the true prophet, Deut. xiii. 1-3 ; xviii. 
22, which, if you apply to me, you will find that T am 
not a false but a true prophet of the Most High God. 

Verse 47. But if ye believe not his writings, &c.]} 
If you lay them not to heart—if you draw not those 
conclusions from them which their very letter, as well 
as their spirit, authorizes you to draw, how shall ye 
believe my words, against which ye have taken up the 
most ungrounded prejudice? It is no wonder that we 
find the Jews still in the gall of bitterness, and bond 
of iniquity: as they believe not Moses and the pro- 
phets, in reference to the Messiah, it is no marvel that 
they reject Christ and the apostles. Till they see and 
acknowledge, from the law and the prophets, that Christ 
must have come, they will never believe the Gospel. 
St. Paul says, 2 Cor. iii. 15, that even until this day, 
when Moses (i. e. the law) is read, the VEIL is upon 
their hearts :—so that they. see not to the end of that 
which is abolished: ver. 13. Nor will this veil be 
taken away, till they turn from worldly gain and athe- 
ism (which appears to be their general system) to the 
Lord, ver. 16 ; and then the light of the glory of God 
shall shine on them in the face (through the mediation 
and merits) of Jesus Christ. 

It appears that this discourse of our Lord had effec 
tually confounded these Jews, for they went away 
without replying—a manifest proof they had nothing 
to say. 


1. In all periods of their history, the Jews were 
both an incredulous and disobedient people: perhaps 
it was on this ground that God first chose them to be 
keepers of his testimonies; for had they not had the 
most incontrovertible proofs that God did speak, they 
would neither have credited nor preserved his oracles. 

Their incredulity is, therefore, no mean proof of the 
Divine authority of the law and the prophets. The 
apostles, who were all Jews, partook deeply of the 
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same spirit, as various places in the Gospel prove ; 
and, had not they had the fullest evidence of the divi- 
nity of their Master, they would not have believed, 
much less have sealed the truth with their blood. 
Thus their incredulity is a strong proof of the authen- 
ticity of the Gospel. 

2. When a man, through prejudice, bigotry, or 
malevolence, is determined to disbelieve, both evidence 
and demonstration are lost upon him: he is incapable 
of conviction, because he is determined not to yield. 
This was, this is, the case with the Jews—there are 
facts before their eyes sufficient to convince and con- 


ST. JOHN. 


by a great multitude. 


found them; but they have made a covenant with un- 
belief, and therefore they continue blind, ignorant, and 
wicked ; obstinately closing their eyes against the light; 
and thus the wrath of God is coming upon them to the 
very uttermost. But shall not a rebellious and wicked 
Christian be judged worthy of more punishment ? Cer- 
tainly : for he professes to believe that truth which is 
able to make him wise unto salvation, by faith in Jesus 
Christ. \ Reader, it is an awful thing to trifle with the 
Gospel !—the God of it is pure, jealous, and holy.— 
Come unto him and implore forgiveness of thy past 
sins, that thou mayest have eternal life. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Jesus passes the sea of Tiberias, and a great multitude follow him, 1-4. 
They acknowledge him to be the prophet that should come into the world, 


loaves, and two fishes, 5-13. 
14. 


disciples take ship, and go towards Capernaum, and are overtaken with a storm, 16-18. 
The people take boats and follow him, 22-24. He reproves their 


them, walking upon the water, 19-21. 
fleshly motives, 25-27. 


fended, and cavil, 41, 42. 
and Christ gives farther explanations, 52-59. 


unless they ate his flesh and drank his blood they could not have life, 60. 
Several of them withdraw from him, 66. 
twelve, whether they also were disposed to forsake him, and Peter answers for the whole, 67-69. 


are to be spiritually understood, 61-65. 


exposes the perfidy of Judas, 70, 71. 


aapne AFTER * these things Jesus went 
a crs over the sea of Galilee, which 


is the sea of Tiberias. 

2 And °a great multitude followed him; 
because they saw his miracles which he did on 
them that were diseased. 


They purpose to force him to become their king ; and he withdraws from the multitude, 15. 


They profess a desire to be instructed, 28. 
them that he is the bread of life, and that they who reject him are without excuse, 29—40. 
He. asserts and illustrates his foregoing discourse, 43-51. 
Several of the disciples are stumbled at his assertion, that 


He feeds five thousand with five 


The 
Christ comes to 


Christ preaches to them, and shows 
They are of- 


They again cavil, 


He shows them that his words 
He questions the 
Christ 
3 And Jestis “went ‘up™into’ sa’ 4;M_ 4082: 
mountain, and there he sat with his An. Olymp. 

me CCL. 4. 
disciples. ee saris 

4 ¢ And the passover, a feast of the Jews 
was nigh. 

5 *When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, 


a Matthew xiv. 15; Mark vi. 35; Luke ix. 10, 12,» Luke vi. 
Tis ax. 1 


NOTES ON CHAP. VI. 

Verse 1. After these things] This is a sort of 
indefinite expression, from which we can gather no- 
thing relative to the time in which these things hap- 
pened. It refers no doubt to transactions in the pre- 
ceding year. : 

Jesus went over the sea of Galilee] Or, as some 
translate the words, by the side of the sea of Galilee. 
From Luke, chap. ix. 10, we learn that this was a 
desert place in the vicinity of Bethsaida. The sea of 
Galilee, Genesaret, and Tiberias, are the same in the 
New Testament with the sea of Cinnereth in the Old. 
Tiberias was a city in Galilee, situated on the western 
side of the lake. See on ver. 22. 

Verse 2. They saw his miracles which he did] 
John does not mention these: miracles; but Matthew 
details them, from chap. xii. 2, to chap. xiv. 13.— 
John seems more intent on supplying the deficiencies 
of the other evangelists than in writing a connected 
history himself. 

Verse 3. Went up into a mountain] This moun- 

“tain must have been in the desert of Bethsaida, in the 
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¢ Ley. xxiii. 5,7; Deut. xvi. 1; chap. ii. 13; v. 1.—®4 Matt. 
xiv. 14; Mark vi. 35; Luke ix. 12. 


territories of Phihp, tetrarch of Galilee. Our Lord 
withdrew to this place for a little rest; for he and his 
disciples had been so thronged with the multitudes, 
continually coming and going, that they had not time 
to take necessary food. See Mark vi. 31. 

Verse 4. And the passover—was mgh.| This hap 
pened about ten or twelve days before the third pass- 
over which Christ celebrated after his baptism. Cal- 
met. For a particular account of our Lord’s four 
passovers see the note on chap. ii. 13. 

For thirty days before the passover there were 
great preparations made by the Jews, but especially 
in the last nineteen days, in order to celebrate the feast 
with due solemnity. Lightfoot supposes that what is 
here related happened within the last fifteen days.— 
See Calmet’s opinion above. 

Verse 5. Saw a great company] See this miracle 
explained at large on Matt. xiv. 13, &c.; Mark vi. 
31, &c.; Luke ix. 10, &e. 

In speaking of the passovers, and various other mat- 
ters, it does not appear that John follows any striet 
chronological order. 

1 


Five thousand fed with five 


AM; ‘93? and saw a great company come unto 


An Qlymp. him, he saith unto Philip, Whence 
shall we buy bread, that these 
may eat? 

6 And this he said to prove him: for he 
himself knew what he would do. 

7 Philip answered him, * Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, 
that every one of them may take a little. 

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, saith unto him, 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley 
loaves, and two small fishes: ‘but what are 
they among so many 2? 

10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. 
(Now there was much grass in the place.) So 


e See Num. xi. 21, 22. 


From verse 15, it appears that our Lord had come 
down from the mountain, and fed the multitudes in a 
plain at the foot of it. 

Saith unto Philip] This, with what follows, to 
the end of the seventh verse, is not mentioned by any 
of the other evangelists. 

Philip was probably the provider for the disciples, 
as Judas was the treasurer. 

Whence shall we buy bread] Instead of ayopacouer, 
shall we buy, I should read ayopacwpuer, may we buy, 
which is the reading of ABDEHLS, Mt. VB, and many 
others. As Philip was of Bethsaida, chap. i. 44; xii. 
21, he must have been much better acquainted with 
the country in which they then were than any other 
of the disciples. 

Verse 6. This he said to prove him] To try his 
faith, and to see whether he and the other apostles 
had paid proper attention to the miracles which they 
had already seen him work; and to draw their atten- 
tion more particularly to that which he was now about 
to perform. This is an observation of the evangelist 
himself, who often interweaves his own judgment with 
the facts he relates, which St. Matthew rarely ever 
does. The other evangelists say that, previously to 
this miracle, he continued to instruct and heal the mul- 
titudes till it was near the close of the day. Matt. xiv. 
14, 15; Mark vi. 34, 35; Luke ix. 11, 12. 

Verse 7. Two hundred pennyworth] This sum, 
rating the denarius at 7¢d., would amount to 6/. 9s. 
2d. of our money, and appears to have been more than 
our Lord and all his disciples were worth of this world’s 
goods. See the notes on Matt. xviii. 28. 

Verse 8. Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith] 
The other evangelists attribute this answer to the 
apostles in general. See the passages referred to above. 

Verse 9. There is a lad here] Uavdapior, a litile 
boy, or servant, probably one who carried the apostles’ 
provisions, or who came on purpose to sell his bread 
and fish. 

Five barley loaves} Barley scarcely bore one-third 
of the value of wheat in the east: see Rev. vi. 6.— 
That it was a very mean fare appears from Ezek. xiii. 


CHAP. VI. 


barley loaves and two fishes 


the men sat down, in number about A: pos oe 
five thousand. 

11 And Jesus took the loaves; 
and when he had given thanks he distributed 
to the disciples, andthe disciples to them that 
were sat down; and likewise of the fishes as 
much as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he said unto his 
disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. 

13 Therefore they gathered them together, 
and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of 
the five barley loaves, which remained over 
and above unto them that had eaten. 

14 Then those men, when they had seen 
the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a 


io Olymp. 
CCI. 4. 


£2 Kings iv. 43. 


19, where the false prophetesses. are said to pollute 
the name of God for handfuls of barley, i.e. for the 
meanest reward. And Plutarch, in Apoph. p. 174, 
speaking concerning the flight of Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
says he was reduced to such distress as to be obliged 
to eat barley bread. See Kypke. From this and other 
circumstances we may plainly perceive that the self- 
denying doctrine preached by Christ and his apostles 
was fully exemplified in their own manner of living. 

Two small fishes] Avo opapia. ‘The word oxpapiov 
signifies whatever is eaten with bread, to perfect the 
meal, or to make it easy of deglutition, or to help the 
digestion. There is no word in the English language 
for it, which is a great defect. The inhabitants of 
Scotland, and of the north and north-west of Ireland, 
use the word kytshen, by which they express what- 
ever is eaten with bread or potatoes, as flesh, fish, 
butter, milk, eggs, &c., no satisfactory etymology of 
which word I am able to offer. - In the parallel places 
in the other three evangelists, instead of owapia, 
iyOvac is used; so that the word evidently means fish 
in the text of St. John: see on chap. xxi. 5. 

Verse 10. There was much grass in the place.] 
Perhaps newly mown grass, or hay, is meant, (so the 
Vulgate fenum,) and this circumstance marks out 
more particularly that the passover was at hand. In 
Palestine the grass is. ready for mowing in March ; 
and this miracle seems to have been wrought only a 
few days before the commencement of that festival 
see ver. 4. 

Verse 11. Jesus took the loaves] See the notes on 
Matt. xiv. 19-21. As there were five loaves and 
five thousand people, so there was one loaf to every 
thousand men, independently of the women and 
children. 

Verse 12. Gather up the fragments] “ Great will 
be the punishment of those who waste the crumbs of 
food, scatter seed, and neglect the law.” Synops. 
Sohar. Among the Jews the 71ND peah, or residue 
after a meal, was the property of the servitors. 

Verse 14. This is of a truth that prophet] Spokeny 
of, Deut. xviii. 15, viz. the Messiah. How near were” 
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The disciples taken in a storm. 


ae truth ¢@that prophet that should 
An. Olymp. come into the world. 

15 | When Jesus therefore per- 
ceived that they would come and take him by 
force, to make him a king, he departed again 
into a mountain himself alone. 

16 * And when even was now come, his dis- 
ciples went down unto the sea, 

17 And entered into a ship, and went over 
the sea toward Capernaum. ‘4 And it was now 
dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 

18 And the sea arose by reason of a great 
wind that blew. 

19 So when they had rowed about five and 
twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walk- 


ST. JOHN. 


Jesus walks to them on the water. 
ing on the sea, and drawing nigh ‘i 


unto the ship: 
afraid. 2 eeres 

20 But he saith unto them, It isI; be not 
afraid. 

21 Then they willingly received him into the 
ship: * and immediately the ship was at the 
land whither they went. 

22 9 The day following, when the people 
which stood on the other side of the sea saw 
that there was none other boat there, save that 
one whereinto his disciples were entered, and 
that Jesus went not with his disciples into the 
boat, but that his disciples were gone away 
alone ; 


nd they were An. Olymp. 
y CCLe 


Gen. xlix. 10; Deut. xviii. 15,18; Matt. xi. 3; chap. i. 21; 
iv. 19, 25; vii. 40. 


these people at this time to the kingdom of 
heaven ! 

Verse 15. Take him by force, to make him a king] 
The Jews had often suffered by famine in those times 
in which their enemies were permitted to prevail over 
them; but, finding that Jesus had such power as to 
multiply a few loaves to feed thousands, they took it 
for granted that while he was at their head no evil 
could possibly happen to them, and therefore were 
determined immediately to proclaim him king, and 
rid themselves at once of Herod and the Romans. 
Our Lord perceiving this, either by some words which 
they had dropped, or by his penetration of their hearts, 
retired before the project had been fully formed, or 
could be put into execution. It was not till a consi- 
derable time afterwards that even the disciples fully 
understood that his kingdom was not of this world. 

Into a mountain] That on which he was with his 
disciples previously to his working this miracle: see 
VET O- 

St. Matthew, chap. xiv. 22, 23, and Mark, vi. 45, 
46, say that, before this, Jesus constrained his disci- 
ples to embark in the vessel, and go along the sea 
coast towards Capernaum, or Bethsaida—see here 
ver. 17, and the note on Mark vi. 45; and that, after 
they were gone, he dismissed the multitudes, having, 
no doubt, given them such advices as the nature of 
the case required; after which he went into the 
mountain to pray. 

Worldly wisdom would have said, “ Declare thy- 
self king: yield to the desires of the people: this 
will be the readiest way of converting the Jews.” 
No. Jesus must die for the sin of the world.—No 
man’s heart can be turned to God by outward pomp 
or splendour—no saving change can be brought 
about by any might or any power, but by the Spirit 
of the Lord of hosts. ~ Zech. iv. 6. 

Verse 17. Toward Capernaum.] St. Mark says, 
chap. vi. 45, that our Lord commanded them to go 
along to Bethsaida; and in the course of the history 
we find they got neither to Bethsaida nor Capernaum, 
but landed in the country of Genesaret: Matt. xiv. 

558 


h Matt. xiv. 23; Mark vi, 47,——i Matt. xiv. 25; Mark vi. 47. 
k Matt. xiv. 32; Mark vi. 51. 


34. Our Lord seems to have desired them to go 
either to Bethsaida or Capernaum, which were only a 
very few miles distant, and on the same side of the 
sea. The reason why they could reach neither was 
the storm which the evangelists say rose at the time, 
and the wind being contrary: the storm being pro- 
bably excited by the prince of the power of the air. 
Capernaum lay at the northern part of this sea, and 
they went along the Galilean or western coast. pro- 
bably expecting Christ to come to tnem, on which 
account they might keep in close by the land. But 
there are great difficulties in fixing the places men- 
tioned by the evangelists. By some writers Beth- 
saida and Capernaum are placed on opposite sides of 
this lake: by others on the same side. Sometimes 
when our translation speaks of passing over the sea, 
&c., a coasting voyage only is meant, as we find the 
disciples landing on the same side from which they 
had departed: see the note on ver. 22. 

Verse 19. Had rowed| Their vessel was a small 
one only, something of the boat kind: as to sails, if 
they had any, they could not now venture to carry 
them, because of the storm. 

Fiwe and twenty or thirty furlongs] Between three 
and four miles. The sea of Tiberias, on which they 
now were, was, according to Josephus, War, book iii. 
chap. 25, forty furlongs, or five miles in breadth ; and 
one hundred and forty furlongs, or eighteen miles, in 
length. Pliny, lib. v. chap. 15, makes it about six 
miles broad, and sixteen long. 

They see Jesus] See the notes on Matt. xiv. 25, &c 

Verse 21. Immediately the ship was at the land] 
How far they were from the place at which they 
landed, when our Lord came to them, we know not. 
But the evangelist seems to speak of their sudden 
arrival there as extraordinary and miraculous. 

Verse 22. The people which stood on the other side] 
‘Ecnkws mepav tho Varaconc, Standing by the sea side. 
The people were not on the other side, i. e. in Perea, 
as our version states, but on that side where Beth- 
saida lay: see the notes on Matt. xiv. 25 and 34, and 
on Mark vi. 45. The Greek word, zepav, says Bishop 

I 


Great multitudes 


A.M, 4032 23 (Howbeit there came other 


Ae rt boats from Tiberias nigh unto the 
———— place where they did eat bread, 
after that the Lord had given thanks :) 

24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus 
was not there, neither his disciples, they also 
took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seek- 
ing for Jesus. 

25 And when they had found him on the 


1Or, Work not. 


Pearce, seems to signify in Scripture sometimes on the 
side of, and sometimes on this side of: see Jos. v. 1. 
and 1 Mace. ix. 34. The Hebrew word 2) ddar, 
signifies dy the side: Exod. xxviii. 26, and is trans- 
lated on this side in Deut. iv. 29. It has the same 
meaning in the Septuagint, Deut. i. 5; il. 8; iv. 46. 
Tepav, says Vorstius, is the same with rapa, near to. 
This is evidently the meaning of the word in Matt. iv. 
15 ; as it appears, from what is said of the land of 
Zabulon and Nepthali, that by mepav is not meant 
beyond, but by the stde of; because those two tribes 
inhabited the western side of Jordan, which was the 
side lying nearest to Judea and Galilee: see on 
Mati. xix ed 

Verse 23. There came other boats] After Jesus and 
his disciples had departed. 

From Tiberias} Herod Antipas built this city 
near the lake of Genesaret, in the best parts of Gali- 
lee, and called it Tiderias, in honour of Tiberius, the 
Roman emperor: see Jos. Ant. book xviii. chap. 2. 
sect. 3. 

Verse 24. They also took shipping] That is, as 
many of them as could get accommodated with boats 
took them, and thus got to Capernaum; but many 
others doubtless went thither on foot, as it is not at 
all likely that five or six thousand persons could get 
boats enow to carry them. 

Verse 25. On the other side of the sea] That is, on 
the sea coast, to the northward of it, where Caper- 
naum lies in the land of Genesaret: but see the note, 
on ver. 17, 22. It was in one of the synagogues of 
Capernaum that he delivered the following discourse : 
see ver. 59. 

Verse 26. Ye seek me, not because ye saw, &c.] 
Though the miracle of the loaves was one of the most 
astonishing that ever was wrought upon earth; and 
though this people had, by the testimony of all their 
senses, the most convincing proof of its reality; yet 
we find many of them paid little attention to it, and 
~ regarded the omnipotent hand of God in it no farther 
than it went to satisfy the demands of their appetite ! 
Most men are willing to receive temporal good from 
the hands of God; but there are few, very few, who 
are willing to receive spiritual blessings. 

Verse 27. Labour not for the meat] That is, for 
that only, but also for the bread, &c. Our Lord wills 
every man to be active and diligent in that employ- 
ment in which providence has placed him ; but it is his 


GHUAP.. Va. 


follow Jesus 


other side of the sea, they said unto 4, M. 4032. 
him, Rabbi, when camest thou An. Olymp. 
hither ? Bh cl 

26-Jesus answered them and said, Verily 
verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not be 
cause ye saw the miracles, but because ye aia 
eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

27 ! Labour not for the meat which perish- 
eth, but ™ for that meat which endureth unto 


m Ver. 54; chap. iv. 14. 


But for that meat, &c.) He who labours not, in 
the work of his salvation, is never likely to enter into 
the kingdom of God. ‘Though our labour cannot pur- 
chase it, either in whole or in part, yet it is the way 
in which God chooses to give salvation; and he that 
will have heaven must strive for it. Every thing that 
can be possessed, except the salvation of God, is a 
perishing thing: this is its essential character: it can 
last to us no longer than the body lasts. . But, when 
the earth and its produce are burnt up, this bread of 
Christ, his grace and salvation, will be found remain. 
ing unto eternal life. ‘This is the portion after which 
an immortal spirit should seek. 

Him hath God the Father sealed.| By this expres- 
sion, our Lord points out the commission which, as the 


| Messiah, he received from the Father, to be prophet 


and priest to an ignorant, sinful world. As a person 
who wishes to communicate his mind to another who 
is at a distance writes a letter, seals it with his own 
seal, and sends it directed to the person for whom it 
was written, so Christ, who lay in the bosom of the 
Father, came to interpret the Divine will to man, bear- 
ing the image, superscription, and seal of God, in the 
immaculate holiness of his nature, unsullied truth of 
his doctrine, and in the astonishing evidence of his 
miracles. But he came also as a priest, to make an 
atonement for sin; and the bread which nourishes unto 
eternal life, he tells us, ver. 51, is his body, which he 
gives for the life of the world; and to this sacrifice of 
himself, the words, him hath God the Father sealed, 
seem especially to relate. It certainly was a custom, 
among nations contiguous to Judea, to set a seal upon 
the victim which was deemed proper for sacrifice.— 
The following account of the method of providing 
white bulls among the Egyptians, for sacrifices to their 
god Apvs, taken from Heroporus, Euterpe, or b. il. 
p- 117, casts ‘much light upon this place. ‘ They 
sacrifice white bulls to Apis; and for that reason make 
the following trial. If they find one black hair upon 
him, they consider him as unclean: that they may 
know this with certainty, the priest appointed for this 
purpose views every part of the animal, both standing 
and lying onthe ground. After this, he draws out his 
tongue, to see if he be clean by certain signs: in the 
last place, he looks upon the hairs of his tail, that he 
may be sure they are as by nature they should be.— 
If, after this search, the bull is found unblemished, he 
signifies it by tying a label to his horns ; then, having 


will also that that employment, and all the concerns of | applied wax, he seals it with his ring, and they lead 
life, should be subservient to the interest of his soul. | him away: for it is death to sacrifice one of these 


L 
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Christ discourses with the 


A. M. 4032. i ich the Son of 
. M. 4032. everlasting life, which th 


snd be man shall give unto you: * for him 
vi * hath God the Father sealed. 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we 
do, that we might work the works of God? 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, ° This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent. 

30 They said therefore unto him, p What 
sign showest thou then, that we may see, and 
believe thee ? what dost thou work ? 

31 4 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert ; 


n Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5; Mark i. 11; ix. 7; Luke iii. 22; ix. 
35; chap. i. 33; v. 37; vill. 18; Acts il. 22; 2 Peter i. 17. 
©] John iii. 23. 


animals, unless he have been marked with such a 
seal. 

The Jews could not be unacquainted with the rites 
and ceremonies of the Egyptian worship; and it is 
possible that such precautions as these were in use 
among themselves, especially as they were so strictly 
enjoined to have their sacrifices without spot, and 
without blemish. Infinite justice found Jesus Christ 
to be without spot or blemish, and therefore sealed, 
pointed out and accepted him, as a proper sacrifice 
and atonement for the sin of the whole world. Col- 
late with this passage, Heb. vii. 26, 27, 28; Eph. v. 
27; 2 Pet. iii. 14; and especially Heb. ix. 13, 14: 
For if the blood of Butts and of goats, and the ashes 
of a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth—how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself wirnouT spor to’ God, 
purge your consciences from dead works! The rab- 
bins talk much of the seal of God, which they suppose 
to be NON emeth, or truth; and that this is a repre- 
sentation of the unoriginated and endless perfections 
of God. This doctrine is just; but their method of 
proving it is not so satisfactory. Aleph &, say they, 
is the first letter of the alphabet ; mem 1) the middle ; 
and tau Nn the last: these three letters make Nx 
emeth, rruTH, because God is the first—there was 
none before him; he is the mzddle—none mingles 
with him; and he is the Jast—there can be none 
after him. Hieros. Sanhed. fol. 18. See also 1 Pet. 
ire 192 

Verse 28. That we might work the works of God?) 
That is, Divine works, or such as God can approve. 

Verse 29. This is the work of God, that ye believe} 
There is nothing you can be employed in more accept- 
able to God than in yielding to the evidence set before 
you, and acknowledging me as your Messiah and the 
Saviour of a lost world. 

Verse 30. What sign] Ts onuecov, What miracle ; 
so the word is evidently used, John ii. 11, 23, and in 
many other places. 


That we may see, and believe thee] ‘That, having 


seen the miracle, we may Jelieve thee to be the pro- 

mised Messiah. They had already seen the miracle 

of the five loaves, and did not believe ; and it was im- 

possible for them to see any thing more descriptive of 
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ST. JOHN. 


Jews concerning the manna. 


ae . A. M. 4032. 
as it is written, "He gave them Viger 


bread from heaven to eat. An. Olymp. 
: CCL 4. 

32 Then Jesus said unto them, = 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave 
you not that bread from heaven; but my 
Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven. 

33 For the bread of God is he which com- 
eth down from heaven and giveth life unto the 
world. 

34 * Then said they unto him, Lord, ever- 
more give us this bread. 


Wl ES ee ee, 
P Matt. xii. 38; xvi. 1; Mark viii. 11 ; 1 Cor. i, 22——4 Exod, 
xvi. 15; Num. xi. 7; Neh. ix. 15; Wisd. xvi. 20; 1 Cor. x. 3. 
r Psa. Ixxvill. 24, 25. s See chap. iv. 15. 
arcih ate bed pt “it el peel ae ihe ds oe ee 
unlimited power and goodness. ~ Even miracles them- 
selves are lost on persons whose hearts are fixed on 
the perishing things of the world, and whose minds 
are filled with prejudice against the truth. 

Verse 31. Our fathers did eat manna in the desert] 
Their argument seems to run thus: Thou hast, we 
grant, fed five thousand men with five loaves and two 
small fishes; but what is this in comparison of what 
Moses did in the desert, who for forty years fed more 
than a million of persons with bread from heaven: do 
something like this, and then we will believe in thee, 
as we have believed in Moses. , 

Verse 32. Moses gave you not that bread from 
heaven] Our Lord refutes the argument of the Jews, 
by proving: 1. That it was not Moses, but God, who 
gave the manna. 2. That this bread was not the true 
bread, but was merely a type of it. 3. That God had 
given them now a bread infinitely more excellent.— 
4, That himself is that heavenly nourishment of which 
he spake, and who was typified by the manna in the 
desert. 

To show that himself was the true bread from hea- 
ven, he proves two things: 1. That his doctrine was the 
true nourishment of the soul, and that those who were 
to be put in possession of the blessings promised in it 
must come to God by faith. 2. That he would give 
his body for the life of the world: that as bread is the 
staff that supports the natural life of man, so the sal- 
vation procured by his death should be that by which 
the bodies and souls of believers should be preserved 
unto life eternal. 

Verse 34. Lord, evermore give us this bread.| Hi- 
ther meaning, “ Let the miracle of the manna be re- 
newed, and continue among us for ever :” or, “ Let 
that bread of which thou hast spoken, become our con- 
stant nourishment.” The Jews expected that, when 
the Messiah should come, he would give them all man- 
ner of delicacies, and, among the rest, manna, wine, 
and spicy oil. From the following extract, we may 
see where Mohammed got his Paradise. ‘ Many af- 
firm, says Rab. Mayemon, that the hope of Israel is 
this: That the Messiah shall come and raise the dead; 
and they shall be gathered together in the garden of 
Eden, and shall eat and drink and satiate themselves 
all the days of the world. There the houses shall be 

1: 


Christ is the trué bread 
re a 35 And Jesus said unto them, tI} 


ae aa am the bread of life: "he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger ; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
36 * But I said unto you, That ye also have 
seen me, and believe not. 
37 “All that the Father giveth me shall 


t Ver. 48, 58.—* Chap. iv. 14; vii. 37.——* Ver. 26, 64.— Ver. 45. 
x Matt. xxiv. 24; chap. x. 28, 29; 2 Tim. ii. 19; 1 John ii. 19, 


all builded with precious stones ; the beds shall be made 
of silk ; and the rivers shall flow with wine and spicy 
oil. He made manna to descend for them, in which 
was all manner of tastes; and every Israelite found 
in it what his palate was chiefly pleased with. If he 
desired fat in it, he had it. In it, the young man 
tasted bread, the old man honey, and the children oi. 
So shall it be in the world to come, (i. e. the days of 
the Messiah.) He shall give Israel peace, and they 
shall sit down in the garden of Eden, and all nations 
shall behold their condition; as it is said, My servants 
shall eat, but ye shall be hungry, &c., Isa. lxv. 13.” 
See Lightfoot. 

Verse 35. Iam the bread of life} That is, the 
bread which gives life, and preserves from death. 

He that cometh to me] The person who zeceives 
my doctrine, and believes in me as the great atoning 
sacrifice, shall be perfectly satisfied, and never more 
feel misery of mind. All the guilt of his sins shall be 
blotted out, and his soul shall be purified unto God ; 
and, being enabled to love him with all his heart, he 
shall rest, fully, supremely, and finally happy, in his 
God. 

Verse 37. All that the Father giveth me] The 
neuter gender, av, is probably used here for the mas- 
culine, 7ac. 

Shall come to me] All that are drawn by the Fa- 
ther, ver. 44, i. e. ali those who are influenced by his 
Spirit, and yield to those influences: for as many as 
are LED (not driven or dragged) by the Spirit of God, 
they are the children of God, Rom. viii. 14. God sent 
his prophets to proclaim his salvation to this people ; 
and he accompanied their preaching with the influence 
of his Spirit. Those who yielded were saved: those 
who did not yield to these drawings were lost. This 
Spirit still continued to work and to allure; but the 
people being uncircumcised both in heart and ears, they 
always resisted the Holy Ghost; as their fathers did, 
so did they: Acts vii. 51. And though Christ would 
have gathered them together, as a hen would her 
chickens under her wings, yet they would not. See 
the note on Matt. xxiii. 37. Those who come at the 
call of God he is represented here as giving to Christ, 
because it is through his blood alone that they can be 
saved. God, by his Spirit, convinces of sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgment ; those who acknowledge their ini- 
quity, and their need of salvation, he gives to Christ, 
i. €. points out unto them the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world. Our Lord may here also 
refer to the calling of the Gentiles ; for these, accord- 
ing to the ancient promise, Psa. ii., were given to 
Christ; and they, on the preaching of the Gospel, 

Vou. I. (o7305-) 


CHAP. VI. 


that came down from heaven, 


come to me; and * him that cometh 4,M- 4082. 
to me I will in no wise cast out. Au. Olymp. 
38 For I came down from heaven ae 
¥ not to do mine own will; # but the will of him 
that sent me. 
39 And this is the Father’s will which hath 
sent me, * that of all which he hath given me 


y Matt: xxvi. 39; chap. v. 30. «Chap. iv 34. 
283 xvii: 12; xviii: 9: 


a Chap. x. 


gladly came unto him. 
the Acts of the Apostles. 

I will in no wise cast out:| The words ate exceed= 
ingly emphatical—ov pin exBadw ecko, I will by no 
means thrust out of doors; excellently rendered by 
Matthew of Erberg in his Italian BibleJo non éae= 
ciaro fuort, I will not chase him out of the house. 
Our blessed Lord alludes to the case of a person in 
deep distress and poverty, who comes to a nobleman’s 
house, in order to get relief: the person appears; and 
the owner, far from treating the poor man with aspe- 
rity, welcomes, receives him kindly; and supplies his 
wants. So does Jesus. Never did he reject the suit 
of a penitent, however grievous his crimes might havé 
been. He is coimé to the house of mercy; he is 
lying at the threshold: the servants bid him come in 
—he obeys, and stands trembling, waiting for the ap= 
pearing of the Master, doubtful whether he is to be 
received or rejected: the Master appears, and not only 
grants his suit, but receives him into the number of 
his family : he alleges his unfitness, his unworthiness, 
his guilt, his crimes, his ingratitude: no matter, all 
shall be blotted out through the blood of the Lamb, 
and he be put among the children; and on none of 
these accounts shall he be put out of the house. The 
Gentiles shall be as welcome as the Jews; and the 
invitation to them be as free, as full; and as hearty ; 
they shall become his adopted children, and never be 
cast out, as the Jews have been: O thou God of 
love! how able and wiiine art thou fo save the vilest 
of the vile, who come unto thee ! Thou art not the God 
of the Jews only ; thou art also the God of the Gen- 
tiles. Rejovce, therefore, ye Gentiles, with his people. 

Verse 38. Not to do mine own will] I am come, 
not to act according to human motives, passions, or 
prejudices ; but according to infinite wisdom, goodness, 
and mercy. Jewish passions and prejudices would 
reject publicans and sinners as those alluded to, and 
shut the gate of heaven against the Gentiles; but 
God’s mercy receives them, and I am come to mani- 
fest that mercy to men. 

Verse 39. I should lose nothing] It is the will of 
God that every soul who believes should continue in 
the faith, and have a resurrection unto life eternal. 
But he wells this continuance in salvation, without 
purposing to force the persons so to continue. God 
may will a thing to be, without willing that it shall be. 
Judas was given to Christ by the Father, chap. xVii. 
12. The Father willed that this Judas should continue 
in the faith, and have a resurrection unto life eternal : 
but Judas sinned and perished. Now it is evident that 
God willed that Judas might be saved, without willing 
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See ample proofs of this in 


The Jews murmur because Jesus 


A.M. 4032. I should lose nothing, but should 

An. Olymp. raise it up again at the last day. 

oe 40 And this is the will of him that 
sent me, » that every one which seeth the Son, 
and believeth on him, may have: everlasting 
life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

41 The Jews then murmured at him, be- 
cause he said, J am the bread which came 
down from heaven. 

42 And they said, ° Is not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know ? 
how is it then that he saith, I came down from 
heaven ? 

43 Jesus therefore answered and said unto 


ST. JOHN. 


asserts himself to be the bread of life. 


them, Murmur not among your- 4,M, 4032. 
An. Olymp. 
selves. vere 


44 4 Norman ican-comé ‘to me, -———=—=— 
except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

45 ¢It is written in the prophets, And they 
shall be all taught of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of 
the Father, cometh unto me. 

46 8 Not that any man hath seen the Fa- 
ther, » save he which is of God, he hath seen 
the Father. 

47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, i He that 
believeth on me hath everlasting life. 


b Ver. 27, 47, 54; chap. iil. 15, 16; iv. 14. © Matt. xiii. 55; 
Mark vi. 3; Luke iv. 22. a Cant. i. 4; ver.-65. ¢ Isa. liv. 
13; Jer. xxxi. 34; Mic. iv. 2; Heb. viii. 10; x. 16. 


that he must be saved infallibly and unconditionally. 
When a man is a worker together with the grace of 
God, he is saved; when he receives that grace of 
God in vain, he is lost—not through a lack of will or 
mercy in God, but through lack of his co-operation 
with Divine grace. God saves no man as a stock or 
a stone, but as a reasonable being and free agent. 
“That which thou hast heard, thou mayest hold fast, 
and persevere in, if thou wilt,” says St. Augustin. 
In eo quod audieras, et tenueras, perseverares, st 
velles. De Correct. & Grat. c. 7. See -Calmet. 

Raise it up again at the last day] The Jews be- 
lieved that the wicked should have no resurrection ; 
and that the principle that led to the resurrection of 
the body, in the righteous, was the indwelling Spirit of 
God. This is positively asserted in the Shir Hashirim 
Rabba. See Schoettgen. 

Verse 40. This is the will of him that sent me] 
Lest they should take a wrong meaning out of his 
words, as many have done since, he tells them that, 
far from any person being excluded from his mercy, it 
was the will of God that every one who saw him might 
believe and be saved. The power, without which they 
could not believe, he freely gave them ; but the use of 
that power was their own. God gives the grace of 
repentance and faith to every man; but he neither re- 
pents nor believes for any man. Each must repent 
for his own sins, and believe in the Lord Jesus, 
through the grace given, or perish. 

Verse 41. The Jews then murmured] Because 
the whole of his discourse went to prove that he was 
infinitely greater than Moses; and that he alone could 
give present peace and eternal glory to men. 

Verse 44. Except the Father—draw him] But how 
is a man drawn? St. Augustin answers from the poet, 
Trahit sua quemque voluptas ; a man is attracted by 
that which he delights in. Show green herbage to a 
sheep,-he is drawn by it: show nuts to a child, and 
he is drawn by them. They run wherever the person 
runs who shows these things: they run after him, but 
they are not forced to follow: they run, through the 
desire they feel to get the things they delight in. So 
God draws man: he shows him his wants—he shows 
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f Ver. 37.—-+ Chap. i. 18; v. 37.——» Matt. xi. 27; Luke x. 
22; chap. i. 18; vil. 29; viii. 19——‘Chap. in. 16, 18, 36; 
verse 40. 


the Saviour whom he has provided for him: the man 
feels himself a lost sinner; and, through the desire 
which he finds to escape hell, and get to heaven, he 
comes unto Christ, that he may be justified by his 
blood. Unless God thus draw, no man will ever come 
to Christ ; because none could, without this drawing, 
ever feel the needof a Saviour. See August. Tract. 
26, in Joan. and Calmet. 

Drawing, or alluring, not dragging, is here to be 
understood. ‘ He,” say the rabbins, ‘ who desires 
to cleave to the holy and blessed God, God lays hold 
of him, and will not cast him off.”  Synops. Sohar. 
p- 87. The best Greek writers use the verb in the 
same sense of alluring, inciting, &c. 

Verse 45. It is written in the prophets] Isa. liv. 
he) Jerse 4s 

They shall be all taught of God.| This explains the 
preceding verse. God teaches a man to know him- 
self, that, finding his need of salvation, he may flee to 
lay hold on the hope which his heavenly Father has 
set before him in the Gospel. Ged draws men by his 
love, and by showing them what his love has done for 
them. ear repels, but love attracts.: He who is 
ever preaching the terrors of the law, and representing 
God as a vindictive judge, will never bring sinners to 
him. They are afraid of this terrible God: but they 
love him, who so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him might 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Verse 46. Not that any man hath seen the Father] 
He does not teach men by appearing personally before 
them, or by any other outward voice than that of his 
word and messengers; but he teaches by his Spirit. 
This teaching from God implies: 1. That they shall 
have proper instruction. 2. That they shall compre- 
hend it; for, when God teaches, there is no delay in 
learning. And, 3. That this teaching should be by 
the influence of the Holy Ghost upon their minds. 

He whichis of God| That is, Christ alone : neither 
Moses nor any of the prophets had ever seen God: 
Jesus, who lay in the bosom of the Father, Hm saw 
and revealed him, chap. i. 18. 

Verse 47. Hath everlasting life.| He is entitled 

( 36* ) 


All must eat of Christ 
ae e. 48 *T am that bread of life. 
os Clynp. 49 ! Your fathers did eat manna 


in the wilderness, and are dead. 

50 ™ This is the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. 

51 Iam the living bread ® which came down 
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever: and ° the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life 
of the world. 

52 The Jews therefore ? strove among them- 


CHAP. VI. 


the living bread. 


selves, saying, 1 How can this man ge 
give us his flesh to eat? _ Olymy 

53 Then Jesus said unto them, 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except * ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 

54 * Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise 
him up at the last day. 

55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed. 


k Ver. 33, 35. 1 Ver. 31.— Ver. 51, 58. 1 Chap. iii. 13. 


© Heb. x. 5, 10. 


+ Matthew 
* Ver. 27, 40, 635 chap. iv. 14. 


P Chap. vii. 43; ix. 16; x. 19——4 Chap. iii. 9. 
xxvi. 26, 28. 


to this, on his believing me to be the Messiah, and 
trusting in me alone for salvation. Our blessed Lord 
recapitulates here what he had said in the preceding 
discourse. The person who is saved is, 1. drawn by 
the Father ; 2. hears his instructions; 3. accepts the 
salvation offered; 4. is given to Christ Jesus, that he 
may be justified by faith; 5. is nourished by the 
bread of life; 6. perseveres in the faith; 7. is not 
lost, but is raised up at the last day ; and 8. is made 
a partaker of eternal life. 

Verse 48. I am that bread of life.| 1 alone afford, 
hy my doctrine and Spirit, that nourishment by which 
the soul is saved unto life eternal. 

Verse 49. Your fathers did eat manna—and are 
dead.| That bread neither preserved their bodies 
alive, nor entitled them to life eternal; but those who 
receive my salvation, shall not only be raised again in 
the last day, but shall inherit eternal life. It was an 
opinion of the Jews themselves that their fathers, who 
perished in the wilderness, should never have a resur- 
rection. Our Lord takes them on their own ground : 
Ye acknowledge that your fathers who fell in the wil- 
derness shall never have a resurrection ; and yet they 
ate of the manna: therefore that manna is not the 
bread that preserves to everlasting life, according even 
to your own concession. 

Verse 50. This is the bread, &c.] I am come for 
this very purpose, that men may believe in me, and 
have eternal life. 

Verse 51. Is my flesh, which I will give, &c.] Our 
Lord explains his meaning more fully, in these words, 
than he had done before. Having spoken so much 
of the bread which feeds and nourishes the soul, 
and preserves from death, the attention of his hearers 
was fixed upon his words, which to them appeared in- 
explicable ; and they desired to know what their 
meaning was. He then told them that the dread 
meant his flesh, (his life,) which he was about to give 
up, to save the life of the world. Here our Lord 
plainly declares that his death was to be a vicarious 
sacrifice and atonement for the sin of the world; and 
that, as no human life could be preserved unless there 
was bread (proper nourishment) received, so no soul 
could be saved but by the merit of his death. Reader, 
remember this: it is one of the weightiest, and 
one of the truest and most important sayings in the 
book of God. 
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Verse 52. How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat 2] Our Lord removes this diffictilty, and answers 
the question, in ver. 63. 

Verse 53. Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man| Unless ye be made partakers of the blessings 
about to be purchased by my blood, passion, and violent 
death, ye cannot be saved. As a man must eat bread 
and flesh, in order to be nourished by them, so a man 
must receive the grace and Spirit of Christ, in order 
to his salvation. As food in a rich man’s store does 
not nottish the poor man that needs it, unless it be 
given him, and he receive it into his stomach, so the 
whole fountain of mercy existing in the bosom of God, 
and uncommunicated, does not save a soul: he who is 
saved by it must be made a partaker of it. Our 
Lord’s meaning appears to be; that, unless they were 
made partakers of the grace of that atonement which 
he was about to make by his death, they could not 
possibly be “saved. Bishop Pearce justly observes 
that the ideas of eating and drinking are here bor- 
rowed to express partaking of, and sharing in. Thus 
spiritual happiness on earth, and even in heaven, is 
expressed by eating and drinking ; instances of which 
may be seen, Matt. viii. 11; xxvi. 29; Luke xiv. 15; 
xxii. 30; and Rev. ii. 17. Those who were made 
partakers of the Holy Spirit are said by St. Paul, 1 
Cor. xii. 13, to be made to drink into (or of) one 
Spirit. This, indeed, was a very common mode of 
expression among the Jews. 

Verse 54. Hath eternal life] This ean never be 
understood of the sacrament of the Lotd’s supper. 
1. Because this was not instituted till a year after; 
at the last passover. 2. It cannot be said that those 
who do not receive that sacrament must perish ever- 
lastingly. 3. Nor can it be supposed that all those 
who do receive it are necessarily and eternally saved. 
On the contrary, St. Paul intimates that many who 
received it at Corinth perished, because they received 
it unworthily, not discerning the Lord’s bedy: not dis- 
tinguishing between it and a common meal; and not 
properly considering that sacrifice for sin, of which 
the sacrament of the Lord’s supper was a type: see 
1 Cor. xi. 30. 

Verse 55. My flesh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed.| Or, rather, My flesh is the true meat, 
&c. In both clauses of this verse, instead of aAnAuwe, 
the adverb, I read adnéyc, the adjective, agreeing with 
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All must eat of Christ, the 


Be aoe. 56 He that eateth my flesh, and 
An, Olymp. drinketh my blood, t dwelleth in me, 
6ii4. 


and I in him. 

57 As the living Father hath sent me, and 
I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, 
even he shall live by me. 

58 " This is that bread which came down 
from heaven: not as your fathers did eat 
manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this 
bread shall live for ever. 

59 These things said he in the synagogue, 
as he taught in Capernaum. 


ST. JOHN. 


living bread, to have eternal life 


60 % * Many therefore of his dis- 4, a ae 
ciples, when they had ee this, An, Symp. 
said, This is a hard saying; who — 
can hear it? 

61 When Jesus knew in himself that his 
disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, 
Doth this offend you ? 

62 * What and if ye shall see the Son of 
man ascend up where he was before ? 

63 *It is the spirit that quickeneth ; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 


u Ver. 49, 50, 51.——Y Verse 66; 
Matt. xi. 6. 


t1 John iii. 24; iv. 15, 16. 


Bpworc. This reading is supported by BCKLT, and 
twenty-one others; both the Arabic, Coptic, Sahidic, 
Armenian, two copies of the Jtala, Clement, Origen, 
Cyril, Chrysostom, and Ddmascenus. Our Lord terms 
his flesh, the trwe meat, and his blood the true drink, 
because those who received the grace merited by his 
death would be really nourished and supported thereby 
unto eternal life. He calls himself the true vine, 
chap. xv. 1, in exactly the same sense in which he 
calls himself the true bread, ver. 32, and the true meat 
and drink in this verse. 

Verse 56. Dwelleth in me, and I in him.] Of all 
connections and unions, none is so intimate and com- 
plete as that which is effected by the digestion of ali- 
ments, because they are changed into the very ‘sub- 
stance of him who eats them ; and this our Lord makes 
the model of that union which subsists between himself 
and genuine believers. He lives in them, and they in 
him ; for they are made partakers of the Divine nature: 
2 Pet. i. 4. To this verse the following addition is 
made in the Coder Beze, three copies of the Jtala, 
and Victorinus. After these words—dwelleth in me, 
and I in him, they add, as the Father in me, and I 
in the Father. Verily, verily, I say unto you, that 
unless ye receive the body of the Son of man as the 
bread of life, ye have not life in him. This is a very 
remarkable addition, and is between thirteen and four- 
teen hundred years old. 

Verse 57. So he that eateth me, even he shail live 
by me.) From which we learn that the union between 
Christ and his followers shall be similar to that which 
subsists between God and Christ. 

Verse 59. In the synagogue—in Capernaum.] 
From ver. 26, to this verse, the evangelist gives us 
the discourse which our Lord preached in the syna- 
gogue, in which he was repeatedly interrupted by the 
Jews; but this gave him the fuller opportunity to pro- 
claim the whole truth relative to his passion and death, 
to edify the disciples, and confute these gainsayers. 

Verse 60. Many therefore of his disciples] So it 
appears that he had many more than the twelve, who 
constantly accompanied him, 

This 1s a hard saying ; who can hear it?| Who 
can digest such doctrine as this? It is intolerable : 
it is impracticable. There is a similar saying in Eu- 
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w Chap. iii. 13; Mark xvi.19; Actsi.9; Eph. iv. 8.- x 2 Cor. 
li. 6, 
ripides, to the oxAnpog Aoyog of the evangelist. Tlorepa 


Oehere cor pardaka wevdn AEeyo, n oKAnp’ adnOn, gpace ; 
Tell me whether thou wouldst that I should speak 
unto thee, a@ SorT Lin, or the HARsH TRUTH! The 
wicked word of a lying world is in general better 
received than the holy word of the God of truth ! 

Verse 61. Jesus knew in himself | By giving them 
this proof that he knew their hearts he also proved that 
he was God; that he could not be deceived himself, 
and that it was impossible for him to deceive any ; 
consequently, that the doctrine he taught them must 
be the truth of God. 

Verse 62. If ye shall see the Son of man ascend] 
Ye need not be stumbled at what I say concerning 
eating my flesh and drinking my blood, for ye shall 
soon have the fullest proof that this is figuratively 
spoken, for I shall ascend with the same body with 
which I shall arise from the dead; therefore my flesh 
and blood, far from being eaten by men, shall not even 
be found among them. 

Verse 63. It is the spirit that yuickeneth] It is the 
spiritual sense only of my words that is to be attended 
to, and through which life is to be attained, 2 Cor. iii. 
6. Such only as eat and drink what I have mention- 
ed, in a spiritual sense, are to expect eternal life. 

The flesh profiteth nothing| If ye could even eat 
my flesh and drink my blood, this would not avail for 
your salvation. These words contain a caution that 
the hearers should not understand his words in the 
strict literal sense, as if his body were really Breap, 
and as if his flesh and blood were really to be eaten 
and drank. 

The words that I speak| Or, I have uno In- 
stead of Aarw, I speak, I read AeAadnna, I have spoken, 
on the authority of BCDKLT, thirteen others; the 
Syriac, all the Arabic, all the Persic, Coptic, thiopic, 
Gothic, Slavonic, Vulgate, all the [tala ; Origen, Euse- 
bius, Athanasius, Basil, Cyril, Chrysostom, Tertullian, 
Ambrosius, Augustin, Gaudentius, and Vigilius Taps. 
This is an important reading, and plainly shows that 
our Lord’s words here do not refer to any new point 
of doctrine which he was then inculeating, but to what 
he had spoken concerning his being the living bread, 
and concerning the eating of his flesh, and d~inking 
of his blood, in the preceding verses, 
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Several of his followers are 
ee 64 But ¥ there are some of you 


ieee that believe not. For * Jesus knew 
———— from the beginning who they were 
that believed not, and who should betray him. 

65 And.he said, Therefore * said I unto you 
that no man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto him of my Father. 

66 4 > From that time many of his disciples 
went back, and walked no more with him. 

67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye 
also go away? 


CHAP. VI. 


offended, and go back. 


68 Then’ Simon Peter answered By A 
him, Lord, to whom shall we go? ae 
thou hast © the words of eternal life. = 

69 * And we believe and are sure that 
thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God. 

70 Jesus answered them, * Have not I 
chosen you twelve, f and one of you is a devil ? 

71 He spake of Judas Iscariot, the son of 
Simon : for he it was that should betray him, 
being one of the twelve. 


Y Ver. 36. 


“Chap. n. 24, 25; xii, 11. 
> Yer. 60. © Acts v. 20. 


2 Verses 44, 45. 


Are spirit, and they are life.| As my words are to 
be spiritually understood, so the life they promise is 
of a spiritual nature: see Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 64. But there are some of you that believe 
not.| This is addressed to Judas, and to those dis- 
ciples who left him: ver. 66. 

And who should betray him| Or, who would deliver 
him up. Because he knew all things; he knew from 
the first, from Judas’s eall to the apostleship, and from 
eternity, (if the reader pleases,) who it was who would 
(not should) deliver him up into the hands of the Jews. 
Should, in the apprehension of most, implies necessity 
and compulsion ; would implies that he was under the 
influence of his own free will, without necessity or 
constraint. ‘The former takes away his guilt : for what 
a man is irresistibly compelled to do, by the supreme 
authority of God, he cannot avoid; and therefore to 
him no blame can attach: but Judas having acted 
through his own free will, abusing his power, and the 
grace he had received, he was guilty of the murder of 
an innocent man, and deserved the perdition to which 
he went. 

Verse 65. Therefore said I unto you] Ver. 44: 
see the note there. 

Except it were given unto him] None can come at 
first, unless he be drawn by the Father; and none 
ean continue, unless he continue under those sacred 
influences which God gives only to those who do not 
receive his first graces in vain. St. Augustin himself 
grants that it was the sole fault of these disciples that 
they did not believe, and were saved. Quare non 
POTERANT credere, si a me queratur, cito respondeo, 
quia NoteBANT. If I be asked why these could not 
believe, I immediately answer, because they wouLp 
not. Aug. Tract. 53, in Joan. 

Verse 66. Many of his disciples went back] They 
no longer associated with him, nor professed to acknow- 
ledge him as the Messiah. None of these were of 
the twelve. Christ had many others who generally 
attended his ministry, and acknowledged him for the 
Messiah. 

Verse 67. Will ye also go away ?] Or, Do ve also 
desire, &c. These words are-very emphatical. Will 
you abandon me !—you, whom I have distinguished 
with innumerable marks of my affection—yvou, whom 
I have chosen out of the world to be my companions, 
-—you, to whom I have revealed the secrets of the 
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4 Matt. xvi. 16; Mark viii. 29; Luke ix. 20; chap. 1.49; xi. 27 
¢ Luke vi. 13-——f Chap. xiii. 27. 


eternal world—you, who have been witnesses of all 
my miracles—you, whom I intend to seat with me on 
my throne in glory; will you go away? Reader, in 
what state art thou? Hast thou gone back from Christ, 
or art thou going back? Wilt thow go? Thou, whom 
he has redeemed by his blood—thou, whom he has 
upheld by his power, and fed by his providence—thou, 
into whose wounded soul he has poured the balm of 
pardoning mercy—+thou, whom he has adopted into the 
heavenly family—¢hou, whom he has comforted in so 
many tribulations and adversities—thou, whose multi- 
plied offences he has freely and fully pardoned; wilt 
thou go away ? 

Verse 68. Swmon Peter answered] With his usual 
zeal and readiness, speaking in behalf of the whole, T'o 
whom shall we go? Where shall we find a more gra- 
cious master—a more powerful Redeemer—a more 
suitable Saviour? Thou alone hast the words of eter- 
nal life. None can teach the doctrine of salvation but 
thyself; and none can confer the gift of eternal life but 
thou alone. Reader, let me ask, whither art thou go- 
ing? Has the world—the devil—the flesh—the words 
of eternal life? Art thou turning thy back upon God 
and Christ ? For thy zealous services, what has Satan 
to give thee? Death! hell! and eternal misery! O 
stop! Cleave to Jesus; he will give thee that happi- 
ness which, in vain, thou seekest in the pleasures of sin. 

Verse 69. We believe] On the authority of thy 
word ; and are sure—have known, eyvoxauev, by the 
evidence.of thy miracles, that thou art the Christ, the 
promised Messiah. - pe gelyfad and piton dat du eant 
LDyyt DobderSunu. And we belyfath and witen that thu 
eart Crist Godes Son. Anglo-Saxon. | How near is 
the mother to the daughter tongue ! 

Instead of Christ the Son of the living God, some 
excellent MSS., BCDL, and others, read 6 ayzo¢ rov 
Ocov, the holy one of God; and this reading G'riesbach 
has received into the text, leaving out tov Carros, the 
living. Xptoroc, and dyio¢ convey nearly the same 
meaning ; but the A®thiopic, as usual, retains both, 
Tov (wvroc is omitted by BCDL, H, the Coptic, Sahidic, 
Armenian, later Persic, Vulgate, all the [tala but one, 
and by the Anglo-Saxon; which last Griesbach has 
not noticed. 

Verse 70. Have not I chosen you twelve] Have I 
not, in an especial manner, called you to believe in my 
name, and chosen you to be my disciples, and the pro- 
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pagators of my doctrine Nevertheless, one of you is 
a devil, or accuser, enlisted on the side of Satan, who 
was a murderer from the beginning. 

Verse 71. He spake of Judas—for he it was that 
should betray him] Ovto¢ yap nyedAev avrov Tapace- 
dovat, He who was about to deliver him up. By re- 
ferring to this matter so often, did not our blessed 
Lord intend to warn Judas? Was not the eyil fully 
exposed to his view? And who dare say that it was 
impossible for him to avoid what he had so often been 
warned against ? When the temptation did take place, 
and his heart, in purpose, had brought forth the sin, 
might he not have relented, fallen at his injured mas- 
ter’s feet, acknowledge his black offence, and implored 
forgiveness ? And surely his most merciful Lord would 
have freely pardoned him. 


1. On the subject of the disciples sailing off without 
Christ, and the storm that overtook them, it may be 
necessary to make a few observations, chiefly for the 
encouragement of the labourers in God’s vineyard. It 
was the*duty of the disciples to depart at the com- 
mandment of the Lord, though the storm was great, 
and the wind contrary. It was their duty to tug at 
the oar, expecting the appearing of their Lord and 
master. So itis the duty of the ministers of Christ to 
embark, and sail even into the sea of persecution and 
dangerous trial, in order to save souls. ‘There may 
be darkness for a time—they must row. The waves 
may rise high—they must row on. The wind may be 
contrary—still they must tug at the oar. Jesus will 
appear, lay the storm, and calm the sea, and they shall 
have souls for their hire. The vessel will get to land, 
and speedily too. There are particular times in which 
the Lord pours out his Spirit, and multitudes are 


ST. JOHN. 


on account of the Jews. 


quickly convinced and converted, “ Alas!” says one, 
“©T see no fruit of my labour; no return of my prayers 
and tears.” Take courage, man; tug on; thou shalt 
not labour in vain, nor spend thy strength for nought. 
What he does thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter. Great grace, and great peace await 
thee; take courage, and tug on! 

2. When a man forsakes the living God, and gives 
way to avarice, which appears to have been the case 
with Judas, he is fit for any thing in which Satan may 
choose to employ him. Beware of the love of money ! 
The cursed lust of gold induced a disciple of Christ to 
betray his God: and has it not been the ruin of mil- 
lions since? Few people love money merely for its 
own sake: they love it because it can provide them 
with the necessaries, conveniences, and comforts of 
life: those who have not God for their portion inces- 
santly long after these things, and therefore are covet- 
ous. While a man watches unto prayer, and abides 
in the love of Christ Jesus the Lord, so long he is 
safe, for he is contented with the lot which God has 
given him in life. Reader, art thou like Judas (in his 
best state) put in ¢rust for the poor, or for thesChurch 
of Christ. Do not covet; and take heed that thou 
grudge not; nor permit thy heart to be hardened by 
repeated sights and tales of wo. Thou art but a 
steward; act faithfully, and act affectionately. Be- 
cause the ointment that prefigured the death of our 
Lord was not applied just as Judas would have it, he 
took offence ; betrayed and sold his master ; saw and 
wished to remedy his transgression; despaired and 
hanged himself. Behold the fruit of covetousness ! 
To what excesses and miseries the love of money may 
lead, God alone can comprehend. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 


CHAPTER VII. 


Jesus continues in Galilee, 1, 


goes up, and the Jews seek him at the feast, 10-13. 
He continues to teach; they wish to slay him, 28-30. 
The Pharisees murmur, and our Lord reasons with them, 32-36. 


confounded by his preaching, 25-27. 
the people believe on him, 31. 
preaching on the last day of the feast, 37-39. 
ing him, 40-44. 
not bring him their employers are offended, 45—49. 


ae AFTER these things Jesus walk- 
ee ed in Galilee: for he would 


E — not walk in Jewry, * because the 
Jews sought to kill him, 


a Chap. v. 16, 18,—— Lev. xxiii. 34. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VII. 

Verse 1. After these things] St. John passes from 
the preceding discourse of our Lord, which he deliver- 
ed a little before the passover, chap. vi. 4, to the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which happened six months after, and 
thus omits many things mentioned by the other evan- 
gelists, which our blessed Lord said and did during that 
time. He had already gone ovey Galilee four or five 
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He is desired to go to the feast of tabernacles, 2-5. 


His answer, 6-9. He 
The Jews are 
Many of 
Ms 


He teaches in the temple, 14—24. 


The people are greatly divided in their opinions concern- 
The officers, who were sent by the Pharisees to take him, return, and because they did 


Nicodemus reasons with them, 50-53. 


2 » Now the Jews’ feast of taber- 4, M4033. 
nacles was at hand. An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


3 ¢ His brethren therefore said - 
unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judea, 


© Matt. xii. 46; Mark 11, 31; Acts i. 14. 


times; and he continued there, because he found that 
the hatred of the Jews was such that they would 
lull him if they could meet with him in Judea; and 
his time to suffer was not yet come. 

For he would not walk in Jewry]. Instead of this, 
some MSS., versions, and fathers read, ovyap evyev 
eSovotav, he had not authority, or liberty to walk, &e. 


|That is, he was no longer tolerated, and could not 


} 


Jesus is desired by his brethren to 


sup 033. that thy disciples also may see the 
dn, Givmp. works that thou doest. 


4 For there is no man that doeth 
any thing in secret, and he himseif seeketh to 


4St. Mark, 


CHAP. VII. 


attend the feast of tabernacles. 


be known openly. If thou do these 4, ee 
things, show thyself to the world. 

(5 For ‘neither did his brethren 
believe in him.) 


| chap. iii. 21. 


preach publicly in Judea, but at the risk of his life. 
He found greater scope for the exercise of his import- 
ant ministry in Galilee than in Judea, as the chief 
priests, &c., were continually plotting his death. 

Verse 2. Feast of tabernacles| This feast was cele- 
brated on the fifteenth day of the month Tisri, answer- 
ing to the last half of our September, and the first half 
of October. This month was the seventh of the eccle- 
siastical, and first of the civil, year. The feast took 
its name from the tents which were erected about the 
temple, in public places, in courts, and on the flat roofs 
of their houses, and in gardens; in which the Jews 
dwelt for eight days, in commemoration of the forty 
years during which their fathers dwelt in the wilder- 
ness. It was one of the ¢hvee solemn annual feasts in 
which all the males were obliged, by the law, to appear 
at Jerusalem. 

This feast was celebrated in the following manner. 
All the people cut down branches of palm trees, wil- 
lows, and myrtles, (and tied them together with gold 
and silver cords, or with ribbons,) which they carried 
with them all day, took them into their synagogues, 


ram, and seven lambs, for a burnt-offering, and one goat 
for a sin-offering, with the usual offerings and libations. 
On this day, they also offered in the temple the first 
fruits of their latter crops, or of those things which come 
latest to maturity. During the feast, the 113th, 114th, 
115th, 116th, 117th, 118th, and 119th Psalms were 
sung. Leo of Modena says that, though Moses ap- 
pone but eight days, yet custom and the devotion of 
the people have added a ninth to it, which is called the 


joy of the law, because that on it they complete the 


reading of the Pentateuch. See Calmet’s Com. and 
Dict., and father Lamy. For the Jaw relative to this 
institution, see Ley. xxiii. 39, 40, &c., and the notes 
there ; and Num. xxix. 16, de. 

Verse 3. His brethren—said| It is generally sup- 
posed that these were the children of the sisters of his 
mother Mary; but some of the ancients have stated 
that Joseph had several children by a former wife. See 
the account of the evangelist prefixed to this Gospel. 
No solid proof can be alleged against this; nor can we 
pretend to say that these were not the children of Jo- 
seph and Mary. Our blessed Lord, it is true, was her 


and kept them by them while at prayers. On the other | first born, while she was yet a virgin; but no man 


days of the feast they carried them with them into the 
temple and walked round the altar with them in their 
hands, singing, Hosanna! i. e. Save, we beseech thee ! 
—the trumpets sounding on all sides. To this feast 
St. John seems to refer, Rev. vii, 9, 10, where he 
represents the saints standing before the throne, with 
palm branches in their hands, singing, Salvation to 
God, &c. On the seventh day of the feast, they went 
seven times round the altar, and this was called Ho- 
sanna rabba, the great Hosanna. See the notes on 
Matt. xxi. 9. But the ceremony at which the Jews 
testified most joy was that of pouring out the water, 
which was done on the ezghih day of the feast. A 
priest drew some water out of the pool Siloam, in a 
golden vessel, and brought it into the temple ; and at 
the time of the morning sacrifice, while the members 
of the sacrifice were on the altar, he went up and pour- 
ed this water mingled with wine upon it, the people all 
the while singing, with transports of joy, Isa. xii., espe- 
cially ver. 6: With joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation. ‘To this part of the ceremony, 
our Lord appears to allude in ver. 37, of this chapter. 

During this feast many sacrifices were offered. On 
the first day, besides the ordinary sacrifices, they of- 
fered, as a burnt-offering, thirteen calves, two rams, 
and fourteen lambs with the offerings of flour and the 
libations of wine that were to accompany them. They 
offered also a goat for a sin-offering. On all the suc- 
ceeding days they offered the same sacrifices, only 
abating one of the calves each day, so that when the 
seventh day came, they had but seven calves to offer. 
On the eighth day, which was kept with greater so- 
lemnity than the rest, they offered but one calf, one 
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can prove that he was her Zast. It is an article of faith, 
in the Popish Church, to believe in the perpetual vir- 
ginily of Mary ; and in this respect, without any rea- 
son, several Protestants seem to be Papists. However 
this may be, it is certain that the Hebrews gave the 
name of brethren to all the relatives of a particular 
family. See Gen. xxxi. 32, 46. 

That thy disciples also may see| That is, the disci- 
ples which he had made two years and six months 
before, at the passover: chap. ii. 23. 

Verse 4. No man that doeth any thing in secret, 
&c.] They took it for granted that Christ was influ- 
enced by the same spirit which themselves felt ; and 
that therefore he should use every opportunity of ex 
hibiting himself to the public, that he might get into 
repute; and they hoped that a part of his honour 
would be reflected back upon themselves, as being his 
near relations. They seem to have said: “It is too 
little to employ thyself in working miracles in Galilee 
in the country, and in small villages, among an ignorant 
and eredulous people, from whom thou canst not get 
much credit: go to Jerusalem, the capital, and among 
the learned doctors, in the presence of the whole na- 
tion assembled at this feast, work thy miracles, and 
get thyself a name.” 

Verse 5. Neither did his brethren believe in him.} 
They did not receive him as the promised Messiah ; 
but, having seen so many of his miracles, they could not 
but consider him as an eminent prophet. They sup 
posed that, if he were the Messiah, he would wish te 
manifest himself as such to the world; and, because 
he did not do so, they did not believe that he was the 
salvation of Israel. 
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Jesus attends the feust. 


Ae 6 Then Jesus said unto them, 
An, Olymp © My time is not yet come: but 
CCIf.1 


your time is alway ready. 

7 ‘The world cannot hate you; but me it 
hateth, % because I testify of it, that the works 
thereof are evil. 

8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up 
yet unto this feast; "for my time is not yet 
full come, 

9 When he had said these words unto them, 
he abode still in Galilee. 

10 But when his brethren were gone up, 
then went he also up unto the feast, not openly, 
but as it were in secret. 


ST. JOHN. 


The Jews seek him. 


11 % Then? the Jews sought him Oe 


at the feast, and said, Where An, Olymp. 
is he ? 

12 And * there was much murmuring among 
the people concerning him: for 'some said, 
He is a good man: others said, Nay; but 
he deceiveth the people. 

13 Howbeit no man spake openly of him 
™ for fear of the Jews, 

14 9 Now about the midst ef the feast 
Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 

15 » And the Jews marvelled, saying, How 
knoweth this man ° letters, having never learned ? 

16 Jesus answered them, and said, ? My 


© Chap, ii. 4; vill. 20; ver. 8, 30.— Chap. xv. 19, 6 Chap. 
n1. 19, h Chap. viii.20; ver. 6. * Chap. x1. 56,— Chap. ix. 
16; x. 19.— Matt. xxi. 46; Luke vii. 16; chap. vi. 14; ver. 40. 


m Chap. ix. 22; xii. 42; xix. 28, n Matt. xiii. 54; Mark vi. 
2; Luke iv. 22; Acts ii, 7. © Or, learning.——? Chap. iii. 11; 
viii. 28; xii. 49; xiv. 10, 24. 


Verse 6. My time is not yet come] It is probable 

our Lord meant no more than this, that he had some 
business to transact before he could go to Jerusalem; 
but his brethren, having nothing to hinder them might 
set off immediately. Others think he speaks of his 
passion: My time of suffering is not yet come ; as ye 
are still in friendship with the world, ye need not be 
under any apprehension of danger: ye may go when 
ye please. ‘The first sense I think is the best. 
' Verse 7. The world cannot hate you] The Jews 
will not persecyte you, because ye are in their senti- 
ments and interests. Ye also expect a worldly Mes- 
siah. 

But me it hateth] Because I condemn its Injustice, 
its pride, its ambition, and its maxims, by my life and 
doctrine. It is very likely that the term world means 
here the Jewish people only: this is an acceptation in 
which 6 xoopoc frequently occurs in this Gospel. See 
on chap, xvii, 

Verse 8. F go not up yet unto this feast] Porphyry 
accuses our blessed Lord of falsehood, because he said 
here, I will not go to this feast, and yet afterwards he 
went; and some interpreters have made more ado than 
was necessary, in order to reconcile this seeming con- 
tradiction. ‘To me the whole seems very simple and 
plain. Our Lord did nat say, I will not go to this 
feast ; but merely, I go not yet, ovrw, or am not go- 
mg, i.e. at present; because, as he said ver. 6, and 
repeats here, his time was not yet come—he had other 
business to transact before he could go. And it is very 
likely that his business detained him in Galilee till the 
feast was half over: for we do not find him at Jeru- 
salem till the middle of the feast, ver. 14, i.e. till the 
feast had been begun four days. He might also be 
unwilling to go at that time, there being such a great 
concourse of people on the road to J erusalem, and his 
enemies might say that he had availed himself of this 
time and multitude in order to excite sedition. 

Verse 10. But when his brethren were gone up] 
Having despatched his bysiness, and the concourse of 
people being now past, he went up also. 

Verse 11. Then the Jews sought him] By Jews 
here are to be understood the scribes, Pharisees, and 
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rulers of the people, and not the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince of Judea. It appears, from the following verses, 
that many of the people were prejudiced in his favour, 
but they dared not to own it publicly for fear of the 
Jews, i. e. for fear of the rulers of the people. 

Verse 12. Some said, He is a goodman] The mul- 
titude were divided in their opinions concerning him : 
those who knew him best said, He is a good man. 
Those who spoke according to the character given him 
by the priests, &c., said, Nay ; but he deceiveth the 
people. Those who spoke evil of him spoke out, be- 
cause they had the rulers on their side; but those who 
spoke good of him were obliged to do it in private, 
because they feared these rulers. Calumny and slan- 
der are among the privileged orders; they stalk abroad 
with their thousand brazen mouths, and blast the repu- 
tation of the followers of God. Benevolence and can- 
dour are only on sufferance; and a whisper in secret 
is the most they are permitted to give in behalf of 
Christ and his followers, whose laws and maxims con- 
demn a vicious world, and goad it to revenge. 

Verse 14. The midst of the feast] Though the 
canons required him to be there on the first day, for 
the performance of a great variety of rites, yet, as these 
were in general the invention of their doctors, he might 
think it very proper neither to attend nor perform them. 

Verse 15. How knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned ?| The Jewish learning consisted in the 
knowledge of their own scriptures, and the traditions 
of their elders. In this learning our blessed Lord ex- 
celled. No person ever spoke with more grace and 
dignity, or knew better how to make a more proper 
use, or a happier application, of Jewish allegories and 
parables ; because none ever penetrated the sense of 
the Scriptures as he did; none ever cited them more 
successfully, or ever showed their accomplishment in 
so complete and satisfactory a manner. As these 
branches of learning were taught at the Jewish schools, 
and our Lord had never attended there, they were 
astonished to find him excelling in that sort of learn- 
ing, of which they themselves professed to be the sole 
teachers. 

Verse 16. My doctrine is not mine] Our blessed 


He shows the secret designs 


A, M. 4033. doctrine is not mine, but his that 
An. Olymp. sent me. 
CCIL ty e: 


17 41f any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myself. 

18 * He that speaketh of himself seeketh his 
own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that 
sent him, the same is true. and no unrighteous- 
ness is in him. 


4 Eeclus. xxi. 11; chap. viii. 43. "Chap. v. 41; viii. 50. 
8 Exod. xxiv. 3; Deut. xxxiii. 4; John i. 17; Acts vii. 38. 


Lord, in the character of Messiah, might as well say, 
My doctrine is not mine, as an ambassador might say, 
I speak not my own words, but his who sent me: and 
he speaks these words to draw the attention of the 
Jews from the teaching of man to the teaching of God; 
and to show them that he was the promised Messiah, 
the very person on whom, according to the prophet, 
(Isa. xi. 2,) the Spirit of Jehovah—the Spirit of wis- 
dom, counsel, understanding, might, and knowledge, 
should rest. 

Verse 17. If any man will do his will, &c.] I will 
give you a sure rule by which ye may judge of my 
doctrine: If you really wish to do the will of God, 
begin the practice of it; and take my doctrine, and 
apply it to all that you know God requires of. man; 
and if you find one of my precepts contrary to the 
nature, perfections, and glory of God, or to the pre- 
sent or eternal welfare of men, then ye shall be at 
liberty to assert that my doctrine is human and erro- 
neous, and God has not sent me. But if, on the con- 
trary, ye find that the sum and substance of my preach- 
ing is, That men shall love God with all their heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, and their neighbour as them- 
selves ; and that this doctrine must bring glory to God 
in the highest, while it produces peace and good will 
among men; then acknowledge that God has visited 
you, and receive me as the Messiah promised to your 
fathers. 

Verse 18. He that speaketh of himself, &c.} I will 
give you another rule, whereby you shall know whether 
I am from God or not: If I speak so as to procure 
my own glory, to gratify vanity, or to secure and pro- 
mote my secular interests, then reject me as a deceiver 
and as a false prophet. But if I act only to promote 
the glory of God, to induce all men to love and obey 
him ; if I propose nothing but what leads to the per- 
fection of his law, and the accomplishment of its ordi- 
nances, you cannot help acknowledging me at least for 
a true prophet; and, if you add to this the proofs 
which I have given of my mission and power, you 
must acknowledge me as the mighty power of God, 
and the promised Messiah. 

And no unrighteousness is in him.] Or, there is no 
falsehood in him: so the word adcxca should be trans- 
lated here ; and it is frequently used by the Septuagint 
for "pw sheker, a lie, falsehood, &c. See in Psa. li. 
3, exix. 29, 69, 104, 163; exliv. 8. This is its 
meaning in Rom. ii. 8; where adrxca, falsehood, is put 
in opposition to adap Seta, truth. 

Verse 19. Did not Moses give you the law, &e.] 

1 


CHAP. VH. 


of the Jews agavnst him. 


19 *Did not Moses give you Sin 


the law, and yet none of you = aE 
keepeth the law? *Why go ye 
about to kill me? 

20 The people answered and said, “Thou 
hast a devil: who goeth about to kill 
thee ? 

21 Jesus answered and said unto them, I 
have done one work, and ye all marvel. 


‘ Matt. xii. 14; Mark iii. 6; chap. v. 16,18; x. $1,839; xi. 53. 
Chap. viil. 48, 52; x. 20. 


The scribes and Pharisees announced our Lord to the 
multitude as a deceiver; and they grounded their ca- 
lumny on this, that he was not an exact observer of 
the law, for he had healed a man on the Sabbath day, 
chap. v. 9, 10; and consequently must be a false pro- 
phet. Now they insinuated, that the interests of reli- 
gion required him to be put to death: 1. As a violator 
of the law; and, 2. as a false prophet and deceiver 
of the people. To destroy this evil reasoning, our 
Lord speaks in this wise: If I deserve death for curing 
a man on the Sabbath, and desiring him to carry home 
his bed, which you consider a violation of the law, you 
are more culpable than I am, for you circumcise a child 
on the Sabbath, which requires much more bustle, and 
is of so much less use than what I have done to the 
infirm man. But, if you think you do not violate the 
law by circumcising a child on the Sabbath, how ean 
you condemn me for having cured one of yourselves, 
who has been afflicted thirty and eight years? If you 
consider my conduct with the same eye with which 
you view your own, far from finding any thing eriminal 
in it, you will see much reason to give glory to God. 
Why, therefore, go ye about to kill me, as a transgressor 
of the law, when not one of yourselves keeps it 1 

Verse 20. Thou hast a devil] The crowd, who made 
this answer, were not in the secret of the chief priests. 
They could not suppose that any person desired to put 
him to death for healing a diseased man; and there- 
fore, in their brutish manner, they say, Thou hast a 
demon—thou art beside thyself, and slanderest the 
people, for none of them desires to put thee to death. 
The Codex Cyprius (K,) four others, and the margin 
of the later Syriac, attribute this answer to the Jews, 
i. e. those who were seeking his life. If the reading, 
therefore, of oi Iovdacot, the Jews, be received instead 
of 6 oyAoc, the multitude, it serves to show the malice 
of his enemies in a still stronger light: for, fearing lest 
their wish to put him to death might not be gratified, 
and that his teaching should prevail among the common 
people; to ruin his credit, and prevent his usefulness, 
they give out that he was possessed by a demon; and 
that, though he might be pitied as a miserable man, yet 
he must not be attended to as a teacher of righteous- 
ness. Malice and envy are ever active and indefati- 
gable, leaving no stone ‘unturned, no mean unused, that 
they may ruin the object of their resentment. See 
the note on ver. 26. 

Verse 21. I have done one work] That of curing 
the impotent man, already referred to. See chap. v. 9. 

And ye all marvel.]_ Or, ye ald marvel because of 
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Christ vindicates himself against the 


A.M. 4033. 22.%Moses therefore gave unto 


An. Olymp. you circumcision; (not because it 

2. ech Moses, “ but of the fathers ;) 
and ye on the Sabbath day circumcise a man. 

23 If aman on the Sabbath day receive cir- 
cumcision, * that the Jaw of Moses should not 
be broken, are ye angry at me, because ¥ I 
have made a man every whit whole on the 
Sabbath day ? 


ST. JOHN. 


accusation of having broken the law. 


24 7 Judge not according to the se 
appearance, but judge righteous An, Olymp. 
judgment. a 

25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is 
not this he, whom they seek to kill ? 

26 But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and 
they say nothing unto him. * Do the 
rulers know. indeed that this is the very 


Christ ? 


v Ley. xii. 3.——® Gen. xvii. 10.—* Or, without breaking the 


law of Moses. 


this. Some have dca rovro, in connection with Yavua- 
ere, which the common pointing makes the beginning 
of the next verse, and which, in our common version, 
is translated therefore ; but this word conveys no 
meaning at all, in the connection in which it is thus 
placed. Proofs of this construction Kypke gives from 
Themistius, Strabo, and Atlian. All the eminent 
critics are on the side of this arrangement of the words. 

Verse 22. But of the fathers] That is, it came from 
the patriarchs. Circumcision was not, properly speak- 
ing, one of the laws of the Mosaic institution, it having 
been given at first to Abraham, and continued among 
his posterity till the giving of the law: Gen. xvii. 9, 
10, &e. 

Ye—circumcise a man.] That is, a male child: for 
every male child was circumcised when eight days old; 
and if the eighth day after its birth happened to be a 
Sabbath, it was nevertheless circumcised, that the law 
might not be broken, which had enjoined the circum- 
cision to take place at that time, Ley. xii. 3. From 
this and several other circumstances it is evident that 
the keeping of the Sabbath, even in the strictest sense 
of the word, ever admitted of the works of necessity 
and mercy to be done on it; and that those who did 
not perform such works on that day, when they had 
opportunity, were properly violators of every law found- 
ed on the principles of mercy and justice. If the Jews 
had said, Why didst thou not defer the healing of the 
sick man till the ensuing day? He might have well 
answered, Why do ye not defer the circumcising of 
your children to the ensuing day, when the eighth day 
happens to be a Sabbath t—which is a matter of in- 
finitely less consequence than the restoration of this 
long-afflicted man. 

Verse 23. Every whit whole] The law of circum- 
cision required the removal of a small portion of flesh, 
which was considered a blot and reproach among the 
Hebrews, because it confounded them with the nations 
who were not in covenant with God. Christ, to this, 
opposes the complete cure of the infirm man, who was 
diseased throughout his whole body; if the one was 
permitted on the Sabbath day, for the reason already 
alleged, surely the other had stronger reasons to re- 
commend it. 

Some think that the original words, 5Ao0v avdpurrov, 
should be translated, the whole man; and that the 
meaning is, that the blessed Saviour made. him whole 
both in body and soul. This makes the miracle the 
greater, and shows still more forcibly the necessity of 
doing it without delay. 
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y Chap. v. 8, 9, 16. z Deut. i. 16, 17 ; Prov. xxiv. 23; chap. 
vill. 15; James ii. 1.—— Ver. 48. 


Battier ap. Wets. supposes that, instead of dior, 
ywrov should be read—ZIJ have made a MAIMED man 
whole; but there is no countenance for this reading 
in any of the MSS., versions, or fathers. 

Verse 24. Judge not according -to the appearance} 
Attend to the law, not merely in the letter, but in its 
spirit and design. Learn that the law which com- 
mands men to rest on the Sabbath day is subordinate 
to the law of mercy and love, which requires them to 
be ever active to promote God’s glory in the comfort 
and salvation of their fellow creatures; and endeavour 
to judge of the merit or demerit of an action, not from 
the first impression it may make upon your prejudices 
but from its tendency, and the motives of the person, 
as far as it is possible for you to acquaint yourselves 
with them; still believing the dest, where you have no 
certain proof to the contrary. 

Verse 26. That this is the very Christ 2] In most 
of the common printed editions aA7Swr¢ is found, the 
very Christ; but the word is wanting in BDKLTX, 
twenty-two others, several editions; all the Arabic, 
Wheelock’s Persic, the Coptic, Sahidic, Armenian, 
Slavonic, Vulgate, and all the Itala but one ; Origen, 
Epiphanius, Cyril, Isidore, Pelustan, and Nonnus. 
Grotius, Mill, Bengel, and Griesbach, decide against it. 
Bishop Pearce says, I am of opinion that this second 
aAnSwc, in this verse, should be omitted, it seeming 
quite unnecessary, if not inaccurate, when the words 
alnSuc eyvocar, had just preceded it. 

Calmet observes that the multitude which heard our 
Lord at this time was composed of three different classes 
of persons: 1. The rulers, priests, and Pharisees, de- 
clared enemies of Christ. 2. The inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, who knew the sentiments of their rulers con- 
cerning him. 3. The strangers, who from different 
quarters had come up to Jerusalem to the feast, and 
who heard Christ attentively, being ignorant of the 
designs of the rulers, &e., against him. 

Our Lord addresses himself in this discourse prin- 
cipally to his enemies. The strange Jews were those 
who were astonished when Christ said, ver. 20, that 
they sought to kill him, having no such design them- 
selves, and not knowing that others had. And the 
Jews of Jerusalem were those who, knowing the dis- 
position of the rulers, and seeing Christ speak openly, 
no man attempting to seize him, addressed each other 
in the foregoing words, Do the rulers know indeed that 
this is the Christ? imagining that the chief priests, 
&c., had at last been convinced that Jesus was the 
Messiah. 
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The Pharisees and chief priests 


Aas ae. 27 > Howbeit we know this man 


4p. Pome, whence he is; but when Christ 
— cometh, no man knoweth whence 


he is. 

28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he 
taught, saying, ° Ye both know me, and ye 
know whence I am: and ‘I am not come of 
myself, but he that sent me °is true, ‘whom 
ye know not. 

29 But I know him: for I am from hin, 
and he hath sent me. 

30 WT Then *they sought to take him: but 
~ ?no man laid hands on him, because his hour 
was not yet come. 


> Matt. xiii. 55; Mark vi. 3; Luke iv. 22. ¢ See chap. viii. 
14; vill. 28; xiv. 7. @ Chap. v. 43 ; vill. 42. Chap. v. 32; 
viii. 26; Rom. iii, 4. —t Chap. i, 18; viii. 55.—s Matt. xi. 27; 


Verse 27. No man knoweth whence he is.] The 
generality of the people knew very well that the Mes- 
siah was to be born in Bethlehem, in the city, and of 
the family, of David; see ver. 42. But, from Isaiah 
hii. 8, Who shall declare his generation ? they probably 
thought that there should be something so peculiarly 
mysterious in his birth, or in the manner of his appear- 
ing, that no person could fully understand. Had they 
considered his miraculous conception, they would have 
felt their minds relieved on this point. The Jews 
thought that the Messiah, after his birth, would hide 
himself for some considerable time ; and that when he 
began to preach no man should know where he had 
been hidden, and whence he had come. The rabbins 
have the following proverb: Three things come wun- 
expectedly: 1. A thing found by chance. 2. The 
sting of a scorpion: and, 3. The Messiah. It was 
probably in reference to the above that the people said, 
No man knoweth whence he is. However, they might 
have spoken this of his parents. We know that the 
Messiah is to be born in Bethlehem, of the family of 
David ; but no man can know his parents: therefore 
they rejected him: chap. vi. 42, Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know ? 

Verse 28. Ye both know me, and ye know whence 
Iam] Perhaps they should be read interrogatively : 
Do ye both know me, and know whence I am? Our 
Lord takes them up on their own profession, and ar- 
gues from it. Since you have got so much informa- 
tion concerning me, add this to it, to make it complete ; 
viz. that I am not come of myself; am no self-created 
or self-authorized prophet; I came from God :—the 
testimony of John the Baptist, the descent of the Holy 
Ghost, the voice from heaven, the purity and excel- 
lence of my doctrine, and the multitude of my miracles, 
sufficiently attest this. Now, God is true who has 
borne testimony to me; but ye know him not, there- 
fore it is that this testimony is disregarded. 

Ver. 29. But I know him: for I am from him] 
Instead of eiu?, J am, some editions, the Syriac Hieros. 
read ei, I came, according to the Attics. Nonnus 
confirms this reading by paraphrasing the word by 
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CHAP. VXI. 


send officers to take Jesus 


31 And * many of the people be- 4,™M. 4033. 
lieved on him, and said, When An. pone: 
Christ cometh, will he do more si 
miracles than these which this man hath 
done ? 

32 The Pharisees heard that the people mur 
mured such things concerning him; and the 
Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers io 
take him. 

33 9 Then said Jesus unto them, ! Yet a lit- 
tle while am I with you, and then I go unte . 
him that sent me. 

34 Ye ™shall seek me, and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither ye cannot come. 


ch. x. 15.—— Mark xi. 18; Luke xix. 47; xx. 19; ver. 19; ; enap. 
viil. 37.—— Ver. 44; ch. viii. 20, —— Matt. xii, 23; chap. lit. 2 5 
vii. 30.— Ch. xiii. 33; xvi. 16.—™ Hos. v. 6; ch. vill. 21; xiii. 33. 


eAndvba, I came. As the difference between the two 
words lies only in the accents, and as these are not 
found in ancient MSS., it is uncertain which way the 
word was understood by them: nor is the matter of 
much moment ; both words amount nearly to the same 
meaning, and eius, I came, seems too refined. 

Verse 31. Will he do more miracles] It was the 
belief of the Jews, and they founded it upon Isa. xxxyv. 
5, that, when the Messiah came, he would do all kinds 
of miracles; and, in order that they might have the 
fullest proof of the Divine mission of Christ, it had 
pleased God to cause miracles to cease for between 
four and five hundred years, and that John the Baptist 
himself had not wrought any. His miracles, there- 
fore, were a full proof of his Divine mission. 

Verse 32. The people murmured such things] The 
people began to be convinced that he was the Mes- 
siah; and this being generally whispered about, the 
Pharisees, &c., thought it high time to put him to 
death, lest the people should believe on him ; there- 
fore they sent officers to take hum. 

Verse 33. Yet a little while am I with you] As 
he knew that the Pharisees had designed to take and 
put him to death, and that in about szx months from 
this time, as some conjecture, he should be crucified, 
he took the present opportunity of giving this informa- 
tion to the common people, who were best disposed 
towards him, that they might lay their hearts to his 
teaching, and profit by it, while they had the privilege 
of enjoying it. 

The word avroic, to them, in the beginning of this 
verse, is wanting in BDEGHLMS, more than eighty 
others, both the Syriac, later Persic, Coptic, Sahidic, 
Armenian, Gothic, Slavonic, Saxon, most copies of 
the Vulgate and the Jtala. It is omitted also by 
Euthymius, Theophylact, Augustin, and Bede. Our 
Lord did not speak these words to the officers who 
came to apprehend him, as avroie here implies, but to 
the common people, merely to show that he was not 
ignorant of the designs of the Pharisees, though they 
had not yet been able to put them into practice. 

Verse 34. Ye shall seek me, and shall not find 
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Christ teaches the people, 


A.M. 4033. 35 Then said the Jews among 


An. Olymp. themselves, Whither will he go, that 

CCU. we shall not find him? will he go 
unto ® the dispersed among the ° Gentiles, and 
teach the Gentiles ? 

36 What manner of saying is this that he 
said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: 
and where I am, thither ye cannot come ? 

37 ?In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, ¢1f any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. 

38 * He that believeth on me, as the Scripture 

nJsa. xi. 12; Jamesi.1; 1 Pet.i. 1. © Or, Greeks.——P Lev. 


Xxill. 36. 4Isa. lv. 1; chap. vi. 35; Rey. xxii. 17" Deut. 
xviil. 15.—+ Prov. xviii. 4; Isa. xii. 3; xliv. 3; chap. iv. 14. 


me] When the Roman armies come against you, you 
will vainly seek for a deliverer. But ye shall be cut 
off in your sins, because ye did not believe in me; 
and where I am—in the kingdom of glory, ye cannot 
come; for nothing that is unholy shall enter into the 
new Jerusalem. In this, and the thirty-sixth verse, 
elu, I am, is read by several ely, I came, as in the 
twenty-ninth verse ; and in these two last places the 
ABthiopic, Arabic, three copies of the Itala, Nonnus, 
and Theophylact, agree. See the note on ver. 29. 

Verse 35. The dispersed among the Gentiles] Or 
Greeks. By the dispersed, are meant here the Jews 
who were scattered through various parts of that em- 
pire which Alexander the Great had founded, in Greece, 
Syria, Egypt, and Asia Minor, where the Greek lan- 
guage was used, and where the Jewish Scriptures in 
the Greek version of the Septuagint were read.— 
Others suppose that the Gentiles themselves are meant 
—others, that the ten tribes which had been long lost 
are here intended. 

Verse 37. In the last day, that great day of the 
feast] This was the eighth day, and was called the 
great day, because of certain traditional observances, 
and not on account of any excellence which it derived 
from the original institution. On the seven days they 
professed to offer sacrifices for the seventy nations of 
the earth, but on the eighth day they offered sacrifices 
for Israel; therefore the eighth day was more highly 
esteemed than any of the others. It is probably to 
this that the evangelist refers when he calls the last 
day the great day of the feast. See the account of 
the feast of tabernacles, in the note on ver. 2. It was 
probably when they went to draw water from the pool 
Siloam, and while they were pouring it out at the foot 
of the altar, that our Lord spoke these words; for, as 
that ceremony pointed out the gracious influences of 
the Holy Spirit, our Lord, who was the fountain whence 
it was to proceed, called the people to himself, that, 
by believing on him, they might be made partakers of 
that inestimable benefit. 

Verse 38. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture 
hath said) He who receives me as the Messiah, ac- 
cording to what the Scripture has said concerning me; 
my person, birth, conduct, preaching, and miracles, 
heing compared with what is written there, as ascer- 
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ST. JOHN. 


and promises the Holy Spirit. 


hath said, * out of his belly shall flow 4,™M, 4035. 
rivers of living water, An, Olymp. 

39 (* But this spake he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him should - 
receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given; because that Jesus was not yet 
« glorified.) 

40 % Many of the people therefore, when 
they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is 
v the Prophet. 

41 Others said, * This is the Christ. But 
some said, Shall Christ come: * out of Galilee ? 


"Chap. xii. 16; xvi. 7. ¥ Deut. xvili. 15, 18; chap. i. 213 vi. 
14. ™ Chap. iv. 42; vi. 69. = Ver. 52; chap. 1. 46. 


taining the true Messiah. Out of his belly—from 
his heart and soul; for in his soul shall this Spirit 
dwell. 

LIwing water.| As a true spring is ever supplied 
with water from the great deep, with which it has com- 
munication, so shall the soul of the genuine believer 
be supplied with light, life, love, and liberty, and all the 
other graces of the indwelling Spirit, from the indwell- 
ing Christ. The Jews frequently compare the gifts 
and influences of the Holy Spirit to water in general 
—to rain, fountains, wells, rivers, &c., &c. The 
Scriptures abound in this metaphor. Psa. xxxvi. 8, 
9; Isa. xliv. 3,4; Joel ii. 23. i 

Verse 39. Was not yet given] Aedopevor, given, 
is added by the Codex Vaticanus, (B,) the Syriac, all 
the Persic, later Syriac with an asterisk, three copies 
of the Slavonic, Vulgate, and all the Jtala but three ; 
and several of the primitive fathers. The word seems 
necessary to the completion of the sense. 

Certain measures of the Holy Spirit had been vouch- 
safed from the beginning of the world to believers and 
unbelievers : but that abundant effusion of his graces 
spoken of by Joel, chap. ii. 28, which peculiarly cha- 
racterized the Gospel times, was not granted till after 
the ascension of Christ: 1. Because this Spirit in its 
plenitude was to come in consequence of his atone- 
ment ; and therefore could not come till after his cru- 
cefixion. 2. It was to supply the place of Christ to 
his disciples and to all true believers; and therefore 
it was not necessary till after the removal of his bodily 
presence fromm among them. See our Lord’s own words, 
John xiv. 16-18, 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7-15. 

Verse 40. Of a truth this is the Prophet.] The 
great prophet, or teacher, spoken of by Moses, Deut. 
Xvilil. 15, which they improperly distinguished from 
the Messiah, ver. 41. Some no doubt knew that by 
the prophet the Messiah was meant; but others seem 
to have thought that one of the ancient prophets should 
be raised from the dead, and precede the appearing 
of the Messiah. 

Verse 41. Shall Christ come out of Galilee ?] As 
the prophets had declared that the Messiah was to 
come from the tribe of Judah, and from the family of 
David, and should be born in the city of Bethlehem, 
these Jews, imagining that Christ had been born in 
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The people are divided in 


A. Gs a 42 ¥ Hath not the scripture said, 


An. x Oirnn, That Christ cometh of the seed of 
David, and out of the town of Beth- 
lehem, 7 where David was? 

43 So * there was a division among the peo- 
ple because of him. 

44 And »some of them would have taken 
him ; but no man laid hands on him. 

45 % Then came the officers to the 
chief priests and Pharisees; and they 
said unto them, Why have ye not brought 
him 2? 

46 The officers answered, * Never man spake 
like this man. 


y Psa. exxxii. 11; Jer. xxiii. 5; Mic. v.2; Matt. ii. 5; Luke 
li. 4. 21 Sam. xvi. 1, 4. a Verse 12; chap. ix. 16; x. 19. 
> Verse 30. © Matt. vil. 29. ' 


Galilee, concluded that he could not be the Messiah. 
Had they examined the matter a little farther, they 
would have found that he had his birth exactly as the 


prophets had foretold; but, for want of this necessary | 


examination, they continued in unbelief, and rejected 
the Lord that bought them. Many still lose their souls 
nearly in the same way. ‘They suffer themselves to 
be led away by common report, and become prejudiced 
against the truth, refuse to give it a fair hearing, or to 
examine for themselves. It is on this ground that 
deism and irreligion have established themselves, and 
still maintain their posts. 

Verse 42. Where David was ?| That is, where he 
was born, 1 Sam. xvi. 1, 4, and where he was before 
he became king in Israel. 

Verse 43. There was a division] Lyxioua, a schism ; 
they were divided in sentiment, and separated into 
parties. This is the true notion of schism. 

Verse 44. Would have taken him] Or, they wished 
to seize him. And this they would have done, and 
destroyed him too at that time, had they been unani- 
mous ; but their being dzvided in opinion, ver. 43, was 
the cause, under God, why his life was at that time 
preserved. How true are the words of the prophet : 
The wrath of man shall praise thee ; and the remain- 
der thereof thou wilt restrain! Psalm lxxvi. 10. 

Verse 45. Then came the officers] They had fol- 
lowed him for several days, seeking for a proper 
opportunity to seize on him, when they might fix 
some charge of sedition, &c., upon him; but the more 
they listened, the more they were convinced of his 
innocence, purity, and consummate wisdom. 

Verse 46. Never man spake like this man.] Though 
these officers had gone on the errand of their masters, 
they had not entered into their spirit. They were 
sent to apprehend a seditious man, and a false pro- 
phet. They came where Jesus taught; they found 
him to be a different person to the description they 
received from their masters, and therefore did not 
attempt to touch or molest him. No doubt they 
expected when they told their employers the truth, 
that they would have commended them, and. acknow- 
ledged their own mistake; but these simple people 
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CHAD. YI. 


their opinions concerning Christ. 


47 'Then answered them the Pha- eee 
risees, Are ye also deceived ? An. ene 
48 ¢ Have any of the rulers or of aes 

the Pharisees-believed on him ? 

49 But this people who knoweth not the 
law are cursed. 

50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (° he that 
came ‘to Jesus by night, being one of them,) 

51 & Doth our law judge any man, before it 
hear him, and know -what he doeth ? 

52 ‘They answered and said unto him, Art 
thou also of Galilee? Search, and look : for 
» out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. 

53 And every man went unto his own house. 


4 Chap. xii. 42; Acts vi. 7; 1 Cor. i. 20, 26; ii. 8. © Chap. 
ill. 2, £ Gr. to him. Deut. My BACT anus ts Aoyt w.d be Uy, 
hTsa. ix. 1,2; Matt. iv. 15; chap. i. 46; verse 41. 


were not in the secret of their masters’ malice. They 
heard, they felt, that no man ever spoke with so 
much grace, power, majesty, and eloquence. They 
had never heard a discourse so affecting and per- 
suasive. So Jesus still speaks to all who are simple 
of heart. He speaks pardon—he speaks holiness—he 
speaks salvation to all who have ears to hear. No 
man ever did or can speak as he does. He teaches 
THE TRUTH, the whole TRUTH, and nothing but the 
TRUTH. 

Verse 48. Have any of the rulers—tbelieved on 
him? Very few. But is this a proof that he is not 
of Godt No, truly.. If he were of the world, the 
world would dove its own. The religion of Christ has 
been in general rejected by the rulers of this world. 
A life of mortification, self-denial, and humility, does 
not comport with the views of those who will have 
their portion in this life. It has ever been a mark of 
the truth of God that the great, the mighty, and the 
wise have in general rejected it. They are too much 
occupied with this world to attend to the concerns 
of the neat. 

Verse 49. This people] ‘O oxdoc, This rabble. 'The 
common people were treated by the Pharisees with 
the most sovereign contempt: they were termed oy 
YN dm ha-arets, people of the earth; and were not 
thought worthy to have a resurrection to eternal life. 
Wagenseil and Schoettgen have given many proofs 
of the contempt in which the common people were 
held by the Pharisees. Those who were disciples of 
any of the rabbins were considered as being in a much 
better state. When they paid well, they purchased 
their masters’ good opinion. 

Verse 50. Nicodemus—being one of them] That is, 
a Pharisee, and a ruler of the Jews: see on chap. iii. 1. 

Verse 51. Doth our law judge any man] Tov 
avdpurov, the man, i. €. who is accused. Perhaps 
Nicodemus did not refer so much to any thing in the 
law of Moses, as to what was commonly practised 
among them. Josephus says, Ant. b. xiv. c. 9. s. 3, 
That the law has forbidden any man to be put to 
death, though wicked, unless he be first condemned to 
die by the Sanhedrin. It was probably to this law, 
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Various readings 


which is not expressly mentioned in the five books of 
Moses, that Nicodemus here alludes. See laws relative 
to this point, Deut. xvii. 8, &c.; xix. 15. 

Verse 52. Art thou also of Galilee?} They knew 
very well that he was not; but they spoke this by 
way of reproach. As if they had said, thou art no 
better than he is, as thou takest his part. Many of 
the Galileans had believed on him, which the Jews 
considered to be a reproach. Art thou his disciple, as 
the Galileans are ? 

Search, and look] Examine the Scriptures, search 
the public registers, and thou wilt see that out of 
Galilee there ariseth no prophet. Neither the Messiah, 
nor any other prophet, has ever proceeded from Gali- 
lee, nor ever can. This conclusion, says Calmet, was 
false and impertinent: false, because Jonah was of 
Gathheper, in Galilee : see 2 Kings xiv. 25, compared 
with Josh. xix. 13. The Prophet Nahwn was also a 
Galilean, for he was of the tribe of Simeon; and 
some suppose that Malachi was of the same place. 
The conclusion was false, because there not having 
been a prophet from any particular place was no 
argument that there never could be one, as the place 
had not been proscribed. 

Verse 53. And every man went, &c.] The autho- 
rity and influence of Nicodemus, in this case, was so 
great that the Sanhedrin broke up without being 
able to conclude any thing. As the feast was now 
ended, they were not obliged to continue any longer 
in or about Jerusalem; and therefore all returned to 
their respective dwellings. 

This verse and the first eleven verses of the follow- 
ing chapter are wanting in several MSS. Some of 
those which retain the paragraph mark it with obelisks, 
as a proof of spuriousness. Those which do retain it 
have it with such a variety. of reading as is no where 
else found in the sacred writings. Professor Gries- 
bach leaves the whole paragraph in the text with 
notes of doubtfulness. Most of the modern critics 
consider it as resting on no solid authority. 

The following, in the left-hand column, is a literal 
translation of the whole as it stands in the Codex 
Beze. That on the right is a connected view of it 
from other manuscripts. 


John, chap. vil. 53; viii. 1-11. 
From the Codex Bez. From other MSS. 


Chap. vii. 53. And 53. Andevery one went 
every one went to his away to his own people. 
own house. (ra tdta atbrov) Al. place. 


Chap. viii. 1. AndJesus 
went to the mount of 
Olives. 

2. But he came again 
early into the temple, and 
all the people came unto 
hin. 


1. And Jesus went out 
to the mount of Olives. 


2. But very early in the 
morning Jesus came again 
into the temple, and all 
the people came; and 
having sat down he taught 
them. 
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From the Codex Beze. 


3. And the scribes and 
Pharisees brought a wo- 
man unto him, taken in 
sin; and, setting her in 
the midst, 

4. The priests say unto 
him, tempting him, that 
they might have an accusa- 
tion against him, Teacher, 
this woman was taken 
committing adultery, in 
the very act: > 

5. Now Moses, in the 
law, gave orders to stone 
such: but what dost thou 
say now? ) 

6. But Jesus, having 
stooped down, wrote with 
his finger upon the ground. 


7. But as they con- 
tinued asking he lifted up 
himself, and said unto 
them, Let him who is 
without sin among you, 


first cast a stone at her. 


8. And stooping down 
again, he wrote with his 
finger upon the ground. 


9. And each of the 
Jews went out, beginning 
from the oldest, so that 
all went out: and he was 
left alone, the woman 
being in the midst. 


10. And Jesus lifting 
up himself, said to the 
woman, Where are they ? 
Hath no one condemned 
thee ? 

11. Then she said unto 
him, No one, sir. Then 
he said, Neither do I con- 
demn thee; go, and from 
this time sin no more. 


See the notes on this 
chapter. 


1 


of the manuscripts. 


From other MSS. 


3. And the chief priests 
and the Pharisees. bring 
unto him a woman taken 
in adultery; and, having 
set her in the midst, 

4. They spoke, tempt- 
ing him, ‘Teacher, we 
found this one commit- 
ting adultery, in the very 
act: 


5. And in the law Moses 
commanded us to stone 
such: What dost thou 
say concerning her ? 

6. But this they spoke 
tempting him, that they 
might find an accusation 
against him: but he, 
knowing it, stooped down, 
(Al. bowed down,) and 
wrote with his finger upon 
the ground, seeming as if 
he did not hear. (AJ. pre- 
tending.) 

7. But as they con 
tinued asking him, having 
looked up, he saith, Let 
him who is without sin 
among you, first cast a 
stone at her, 

8. And stooping down 
again, he wrote with his 
finger upon the ground 
(the sins of every one of 
them.) 

9. And each one of 
them went out, (Al. and 
hearing these things they 
departed one by one,) be- 
ginning from the oldest; 
and Jesus was left alone, 
and the woman in the 
midst of them. : 

10. Jesus therefore look- 
ing up, saw her, and said, 
Woman, where are thy 
accusers! Hath no one 
condemned thee ? 

11. Then she said, No 
one, sir. And Jesus sai, 
Neither will I judge thee ; 
go away, and henceforth 
sin no more. 


account in the following 


Account of the woman 


CHAP. VIII. 


taken in adultery. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


The story of the,woman taken in adultery, 1-11. 


this last Histo 30. 
the nobility and advantages of their Birch) 33° 
edness of their hearts, 34-47. 
Divine nature, 48-58. 


A. ee Jesus went unto the * mount of 
An. Olymp. Olives. 


CCIL 1. ‘ 3 
2 And early in the morning he 


came again into the temple, and all the people 
came unto him; and he sat down, and taught 
them. 

3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought 
unto him a woman taken in adultery; and 
when they had set her in the midst, 


a Matt. xxi. 1; xxiv. 3; Mark xi. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VIII. 

Verse 3. A woman taken in adultery] Some of the 
popish writers say that her name was Susanna; that 
she was espoused to an old decrepid man, named 
Manasseh; that she died a saint in Spain, whither she 
had followed St. James. These accounts the judi- 
cious Calmet properly terms fadles. 

It is allowed that adultery was exceedingly com- 
mon at this time, so common that they had ceased to 
put the law in force against it. The waters of jealousy 
were no longer drunk, the culprits, or those suspected 
of this erime, being so very numerous; and the men 
who were guilty themselves dared not try their sus- 
pected wives, as it was believed the waters would have 
no evil effect upon the wife, if the husband himself 
had been criminal. See the whole of the process on 
the waters of jealousy in the notes on Num. v. 14, 
&c.; and see at the end of chap. xviii. 

Verse 5. That such should be stoned] It is not 
strictly true that Moses ordered adultery in general to 
be punished by stoning. The law simply says that 
the adulterer and the adulteress shall be put to death. 
Lev. xx. 10; Deut. xxii. 22. The rabbins say they 
were strangled. This they affirm was the ordinary 
mode of punishment, where the species of death was 
not marked in the law. If the person guilty of an act 
of this kind had been betrothed, but not married, she 
was to be stoned: Deut. xxii. 23. But if she was 
the daughter of a priest, she was to be burned alive : 
Levit. xxi. 9. It appears, from Ezek. xvi. 38, 40, 
that adulteresses in the time of that prophet were 
stoned, and pierced with a sword. 

Selden and Fagius suppose that this woman’s case 
was the same with that mentioned, Deut. xxii. 23: 
If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto a hus- 
band, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her ; 
then ye shall stone them with stones that they die, the 
damsel because she cried not, and the man because he 
hath humbled his neighbour’s wife. As the Pharisees 
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Jesus declares himself the light of the world, 12. 
Pharisees cavil, 13. Jesus answers, and shows his authority, 14-20. 
which he convicts them of sin, and foretelis their dying in it, because of their unbelief, 21-24. 
question him; he answers, and foretells his own death, 25-29. 
To whom he gives suitable advice, 31, 32. 


The 
He delivers a second discourse, in 
They 
Many believe on him, tn consequence of 
The Jews again eavil, and plead 


Jesus shows the vanity of their pretensions, and the wick- 
They blaspheme, and Christ convicts and reproves them, and asserts his 
They attempt to stone him, 59. 


4 'They say unto him, Master, this 4, M- 4033. 
woman was taken in adultery, in An Givin 
the very act. 

5 > Now Moses in the law commanded us, that 
such should be stoned : but what sayest thou ? 

6 This they said, tempting him, that they 
might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped 
down, and with Azs finger wrote on the ground, 
as though he heard them not. 


> Ley. xx. 10; Deut. xxii. 22. 


spoke of stoning the woman, it is possible this was her 
case ; and some suppose that the apparent indulgence 
with which our Lord treated her insinuates that she 
had suffered some sort of violence, though not entirely 
innocent. Therefore he said, J do not condemn thee, 
i. e. to death, because violence. had been used. Sin 
no more. Nevertheless thou art in certain respects 
guilty ; thou mightest have made more resistance. 

Verse 6. That they might have to accuse him.] 
Had our Lord condemned the woman to death, they 
might have accused him to Pilate, as arrogating to 
himself the power of life and death, which the Romans 
had taken away from the Jews; besides, the Roman 
laws did not condemn an adulteress to be put to death. 
On the other hand, if he had said she should not be 
put to death, they might have represented him to the 
people as one who decided contrary to the law, and 
favoured the crime of which the woman was accused. 

With his finger wrote] Several MSS. add their 
sins who accused her, and the sins of all men. ‘There 
are many idle conjectures concerning what our Lord 
wrote on the ground, seyeral of which may be seen in 
Calmet. 

We never find that Christ wrote any thing before 
or after this ; and what he wrote at this time we know 
not. On this the pious Quesnel makes the following 
reflections :— 

“1. Since Jesus Christ never wrote but once that 
we hear of in his whole life; 2. since he did it only 
in the dust; 3. since it was only to avoid condemn- 
ing a sinner; and, 4. since he would not have that 
which he wrote so much as known; let men learn 
from hence never to write but when it is necessary or 
useful ; to do it with humility and modesty ; and to do 
it on a principle of charity. How widely does Christ 
differ from men! He writes his Divine thoughts 
in the dust: they wish to have theirs cut in marble, 
and engraved on brass.” Schools for children are 
frequently held under trees in Bengal, and the chil- 
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Account of the woman 


See ntinued asking 
4) 3 —'7~So when they co d @ 


An. Olymp. him, he Jifted up himself, and said 
S unto them, © He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her. 

8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on 
the ground. 

9 And they which heard zt, 4 being convicted 
by their own conscience, went out one by one, 
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last : and 
Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing 
in the midst. 


ST. JOHN. 


taken in adultery. 
10 When Jesus had lifted up him- be as 
self, and saw none but the woman, An. Olymp. 


he said unto her, Woman, where are. ———_— 
those thine accusers? hath no man condemn 
ed thee? 

11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said 
unto her, ° Neither do I condemn thee: go, 
and ‘sin no more. 

12 9 Then spake Jesus again unto them, | 
saying, I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life. 


¢ Deut. xvii. 7; Rom. ii. 1. 4 Rom. ii. 22. 
xil. 14; chap. iil. 17. 


€ Luke ix, 56; 


dren who are beginning to learn write the letters of 
the alphabet in the dust. This saves pen, ink, and 
paper. Warp. 

Verse 7. He that ts without sin]  Avapapryrtoc, 
meaning the same kind of sin, adultery, fornication, 
&c. Kypke has largely proved that the verb duapravecv 
is used in this sense by the best Greek writers. 

Let him first cast a stone at her.) Or, upon her, 
ex avty. The Jewish method of stoning, according 
to the rabbins, was as follows: The culprit, half 
naked, the hands tied behind the back, was placed on 
a scaffold, ten or twelve feet high; the witnesses, who 
stood with her, pushed her off with great force: if 
she was killed by the fall there was nothing farther 
done; but, if she was not, one of the witnesses took 
up a very large stone, and dashed it upon her breast, 
which generally was the coup de grace, or finishing 
stroke. This mode of punishment seems referred to, 
Matt. xxi. 44. However, this procedure does not 
appear to have been always attended to. See Ley. 
xxiv. 16, and ver. 59 of this chapter. 

Verse 9. Being convicted by their own conscience] 
So it is likely they were all guilty of similar crimes. 
Their own is not in the original, and is needless: 
being convicted by conscience is expressive enough. 

Beginning at the eldest even unto the last] Aro tov 
mpeoButepav éwe Tov eoxator, from the most honoura- 
ble to those of the least repute. In this sense the 
words are undoubtedly to be understood. 

The woman standing in the midst.| But if they 
all went out, how could she be in the midst? It is not 
said that all the people whom our Lord had been in- 
structing went out, but only her accusers: see ver. 
2. The rest undoubtedly continued with their teacher. 

Verse 11. Neither do I condemn thee] Bishop 
Pearce says: “Jt would have been strange if Jesus, 
when he was not a magistrate, and had not the .wit- 
nesses before him to examine them, and when she had 
not been tried and condemned by the law and legal 
judges, should have taken upon him to condemn her. 
This being the case, it appears why Jesus avoided 
giving an answer to the question of the scribes and 
Pharisees, and also how little reason there is to con- 
clude from hence that Christ seems in this case not 
enough to have discouraged adultery, though he ealled 
it a sin. And yet this opinion took place so early 
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f Chap. v. 14..—-+ Isa. xlix. 6, 8,9; Luke ii. 32; chap. i. 4, 5, 
9; ill. 19; ix. 5; xu. 35, 36, 46. 


among the Christians, that the reading of this story 
was industriously avoided, in the lessons recited out of 
the Gospels, in the public service of the churches ; as 
if Jesus’s saying, I do not condemn thee, had given too 
much countenance to women guilty of that crime. In 
consequence of this, as it was never read in the 
churches, and is now not to be found in any of the 
Ewangelistaria, and as it was probably marked in the 
MSS. as a portion not to be -read there, this whole 
story, from ver. 1, to ver. 11, inelusive, came, in 
length of time, to be left out insome MSS., though in 
the greater part it is still remaining.” Thus far the 
judicious and learned bishop. How the passage 
stands in all the MSS. hitherto collated may be seen 
in Wetstein and Griesbach. After weighing what has 
been adduced in favour of its authenticity, and se- 
tiously considering its state in the MSS., as exhibited 
in the Var. Lect. of Griesbach, I must confess, the 
evidence in its favour does not appear to me to be 
striking. Yet I by no means would have it expunged 
from the text. Its absence from many MSS., and the 
confused manner in which it appears in others, may 
be readily accounted for on the principles laid down 
by Bishop Pearce above. It may however be neces- 
sary to observe, that a very perfect connection sub- 
sists between ver. 52 of chap. vii. and ver. 12 of this 
chapter—all the intermediate verses having been 
omitted by MSS. of the first antiquity and authority. 
In some MSS. it is found at the end of this Gospel ; 
in others a vacant place is left in this chapter; and in 
others it is placed after the 21st chapter of Luke. 
See at the end of this chapter. 

Verse 12. Then spake Jesus again unto them] Al- 
lowing the story about the woman taken in adultery to 
be authentic, and to stand here in its proper place, 
we may consider that our Lord, having begun to 
teach the people in the temple, was interrupted by the 
introduction of this woman by the scribes and Phari- 
sees ; and now, having dismissed them and the woman 
also, he resumes his discourse. 

I am the light of the world] The fountain whence 
all intellectual light and spiritual understanding pro- 
ceed: without me all is darkness, misery, and death. 
The Divine Being was, by the rabbins denominated, 
The light of the world. So in Bamidbar Rabba: 
“The Israelites said to God, O Lord of the universe, 
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The Pharisees cavil. 


— 13 The Pharisees therefore said 


Br unto him, * Thou bearest record of 
—— thyself; thy record is not true. 

14 Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Though I bear record of myself, yet my record 
is true : for I know whence I came, and whither 
I go; but ‘ye cannot tell whence I come, 
and whither I go. 


CHAP. 


VIII. Jesus answers them 

k = iy ed A. M. ; 

15 * Ye judge after the flesh; ! I ae 

judge no man. An. Olymp. 
CCIL 1. 


16 And yet if I judge, my judg- 
ment is true: for ™J am not alone; but I and 
the Father that sent me. 

17 "It is also written in your law, that the 
testimoriy of two men is true. 

18 JI am oné that bear witness of myself { 


4 Chap. v. 31.——i See chap. vil. 28; ix. 29.— Chap. vii. 24. 
1 Chap. ili. 17; xii. 47; xviii. 36. 


thou commandest us to light lamps to thee, yet thou 
art THE LIGHT OF THE WoRLD: and with thee the 
light dwelleth.” Our Lord, therefore, assumes here 
a well known character of the Supreme Being; and 
with this we find the Jews were greatly offended. 

Shall not walk in darkness] He shall be saved from 
ignorance, infidelity, and sin. If he follow me, become 
my disciple, and believe on my name, he shall have 
my Spirit to bear witness with his, that he is a child 
of God. He shall have the light of life—such a light 
as brings and supports life. The sun, the fountain of 
light, is also the fountain of life: by his vivifying in- 
fluences, all things live—neither animal nor vegeta- 
tive life could exist, were it not for his influence. 
Jesus, the Sun of righteousness, Mal. iv. 2, is the 
fountain of all spiritual and eternal tire. His light 
brings Zife with it, and they who walk in his light live 
in his life. This sentiment is beautifully expressed 
and illustrated in the following inimitable verse (all 
monosyllables except one word) of that second Spenser, 
Phineas Fletcher. Speaking of the conversion of a 
soul to God, he says :— 


“New LIGHT new LOVE, new LOVE new LIFE hath 
bred; ; 

A wire that lives by Love, and loves by LicHT : 

A ove to him, to whom all Loves are wed; 

A LicgHT, to whom the sun is darkest night : 

Eye’s Licut, heari’s Love, soul’s only tire he is: 

Lire, soul, love, heart, LicHT, eye, and all are his: 

He eye, uicut, heart, Love, soul ; He all my joy and 
bliss.” Puree Isnanp, Can. I. v. 7. 


Some suppose our Lord alludes to the custom of 
lighting Zamps or torches, on the first day of the feast 
of tabernacles. But as these words seem to have 
been spoken the day after that last and great day of 
the feast, mentioned chap. vii. 37, they may rather be 
considered as referring to the following custom: It 
has already been observed, that the Jews added a ninth 
day to this feast, which day they termed, The feast 
of joy for the law; and on that day they were accus- 
tomed to take all the sacred books out of the chest 
where they had been deposited, and put a lighted can- 
dle in their place, in allusion to Prov. vi. 23: For 
the commandment is a LAMP (or CANDLE) and the law 
is life: or to Psa. exix. 105: Thy word is a LAMP 
unto my feet, and a tient unto my path. If this cus- 
tom existed in the time of our Lord, it is most likely 
that it is to zt he here alludes; as it must have hap- 
pened about the same time in which these words were 
spoken. See Brxtorf. Synagog. Jud. c. xxi: 

Vou. I. 6 371™ j 4 


m Ver. 29; chap. xvi. 32. "Deut. xvii. 6; xix. 15; Matthew 
xvill. 16; 2 Cor: xiii; 1; Heb. x. 28. 


As the Messiah was frequently spoken of by the 
prophets under the emblem of light, seé Isa. ix. 1; 
xlix. 6; ix. 2, the Pharisees must at once perceive 
that he intended to recommend himself to the people 
as the Messiah, when he said, I am the light of the 
world. *, 

The rabbins think that the Messiah is intended iri 
Gen. 1. 3, And God said, Let there be light, and theré 
was light. ‘From this we may learn that the holy 
and blessed God saw the light of the Messiah and his 
works before the world was created; and reservéd it 
for the Messiah, and his generation, under the throne 
of his glory. Satan said to the holy and blessed God, 
For whom dost thou reserve that light which is under 
the throne of thy glory? God answered: Fot him 
who shall subdue thee, and overwhelm thee with con= 
fusion. Satan rejoined, Lord of the universe, show 
that person to me! God said, Come and see him: 
When he saw him, he was greatly agitated, and fell 
upon his face; saying, Truly this is the Messiah, who 
shall cast me and idolaters into hell.” Yaleut Rus 
beni, fol. 6. This is a very remarkable saying ; and; 
as it might have existed in the time of our Lord, to it 
he might have alluded in the verse before us. The 
thing itself is true: the Messiah is the light of the 
world, and by him Satan’s empire of idolatry is de- 
stroyed in the world, and the kingdom of light and 
life established: See several similar testimonies in 
Schoettgen. 

Verse 13. Thou bearest record] As if they had 
said, Dost thou imagine that we shall believe thee, in 
a matter so important, on thy bare assertion? Had 
these people attended to the teaching and miracles of 
Christ, they would have seen that his pretensions to 
the Messiahship were supported by the most irrefraga+ 
ble testimony: 

Verse 14. I know whence I came] 1 came from 
God, and am going to God, and can neither do nor 
say any thing but what leads to and glorifies him. 

Verse 15. Ye judge after the flesh] Because I 
appear in the form of man, judging from this appear- 
ance, ye think I am but a mere man—pay attention to 
my déeaching and miracles, and ye shall then see that 
nothing less than infinite wisdom and unlimited power 
could teach and do what I have taught and performed. 
Our Lord speaks here exactly in the character of an 
ambassador. Such a person does not bring a secon 
with him to vouch his truth: his credentials from his 
king ascertain his character: he represents the king’s 
person. So our Lord represents the Father as bear- 
ing witness with him. ae miracles which he 
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Jesus foretells the unbelief 


A.M. 4033. and ° the Father that sent me bear- | 
An. Olymp. eth witness of me. 
_COH1 19 Then said they unto him, 
Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, ? Ye 
neither know me, nor my Father: “if ye had 
known me, ye should have known my Father 
also. 

20 These words spake Jesus in * the trea- 
sury, as he taught in the temple: and ‘no 
man laid hands on him; for * his hour was not 
yet come. 

21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I’ go 
my way, and “ye shall seek me, and ¥ shall 


die in your sins : whither I go, ye cannot come. 


ST. JOHN. 


and death of the Jews. 


22 Then said the Jews, Will he seer eal 
kill himself? because he saith, vee 
Whither I go, ye cannot come. pis a 

23 And he said unto them, * Ye are from 
beneath; I am from above: *ye are of this 
world; I am not of this world. 

24 YI said therefore unto you, that ye shall 
die in your sins: * for if ye believe not that I 
am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou ? 
And Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that 
I said unto you from the beginning. 

26 I have many things to say and to judge 
of you: but *he that sent me is true: and 


4 Chap. xiv. 7. 


© Chap. v. 37.——? Ver. 55; chap. xvi. 3. 
u Chap. 


t Mark xii. 41.—* Chap. vi. 30. t Chap. vu. 8. 
vii. 34; xill. 33. 


Tne 


wrought were the proof from heaven that he was the 
promised Messiah: these were the great seal of all 
his pretensions. 

Verse 19. Ye neither know me, &c.) Ye know 
neither the Messiah, nor the God that sent him. 

If ye had known me] If ye had received my teach- 
ing, ye would have got such an acquaintance with the 
nature and attributes of God as ye never could have 
had, and never can have any other way. That is a 
true saying, No man hath seen God at any time: the 
only begotten Son, who lay in the bosom of the Fa- 
ther, he hath pectareD him. The nature and perfec- 
tions of God never can be properly known, but in the 
light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is worthy of 
remark that, in all this discourse, our blessed Lord 
ever speaks of the Father and himself as two distinct 
persons. ‘Therefore, the Father is not the Son, nor 
the Son the Father, as some persons vainly imagine ; 
though it is plain enough that the completest unity 
and equality subsists between them. 

Verse 20. The treasury] Lightfoot observes, from 
442 rabbins, that the treasury was in what was called the 
court of the women—that there were thirteen chests 
in it; in the thirteenth only the women were permit- 
ted to put their offerings. Probably the other twelve 
were placed there in reference to the twelve tribes ; 
each perhaps inscribed with the name of one of Jacob’s 
twelve sons. 

Tt seems that our Lord sometimes sat in this court 
to teach the people. See Mark xii. 41, &e. 

Mis hour was not yet come.| The time was not 
arrived, in which he had determined to give himself 
up into the hands of his crucifiers. 

Verse 21. Then said Jesus again unto them] He 
had said the same things to them the day before. See 
chap, vii. 34. 

Ye shall seek me] When your calamities come upon 
you, ye shall in vain seek for the help of the Messiah, 
whom ye now reject, and whom ye shall shortly crucify. 

Verse 22. Will he kill himself?) They now un- 
derstood that-he spoke concerning his death; but be- 


fore, chap. vii, 35, they thought he spoke of going to 
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x Chapter xv. 19; xvii. 
z Mark xvi. 16. a Chap. 


v Verse 24. w Chapter ii. 31. 
16; 1 John iv. 5.—-Y Ver. 21. 
vil. 28, 


some of the Grecian provinces, to preach to the dis- 
persed Jews. 

Verse 23. Ye are from beneath] Ye are capable 
of murder, and of self-murder too, because ye have 
nothing of God in you. Ye are altogether earthly, 
sensual, and devilish. They verified this character in 
murdering the Lord Jesus; and many of them after- 
wards, to escape famine, &c., put an end to their own 
lives. 

Verse 25. Who art thow 2] This marks the indig- 
nation of the Pharisees—as if they had said: Who 
art thou that takest upon thee to deal out threatenings 
in this manner against us? 

Jesus saith unto them, Even the same that I said 
unto you from the beginning.| Rather, Just what I 
have already told you, i. e. that I am the light of the 
world—the Christ—the Saviour of mankind. There 
are a variety of renderings for this verse among the 
critics. Some consider t7v apynv (which makes the 
principal difficulty in the text) as the answer of our 
Lord. Who art thou? I am ryv apyny, the chief, 
the supreme; and have therefore a right to judge, 
and to execute judgment. But if our Lord had in- 
tended to convey this meaning, he would doubtless 
have said 7 Apyy, or 6 Apywv, and not tyv apynv, in the 
accusative case. ‘This mode of reading appears to 
have been followed by the Vulgate, some copies of 
the Itala, and some of the fathers; but this construc- 
tion can never be reconciled to the Greek text. Oth- 
ers take t7v apyyv as an adverb, in which sense it is 
repeatedly used by the best Greek writers ; and, con- 
necting the 25th with the 26th verse, they translate 
thus: I have indeed, as I assure you, many things 
to say of you, and to condemn in you. See Wake- 
field. Raphelius takes up the words nearly in the 
same way, and defends his mode of exposition with 
much critical learning; and to him I refer the reader, 
I have given it that meaning which I thought the most 
simple and plain, should any departure from our own 
version be thought necessary: both convey a good 
and consistent sense. 2 

Verse 26. I have many things to say and to judge 

ey ae ea 


Many of the Jews 


ei “33 > T speak to the world those things 


An Glyn. which I have heard of him, 

27 ‘They understood not that he 
spake to them of the Father. 

28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye 
have ° lifted up the Son of man, ¢then shall 
ye know that I am he, and ° that I do nothing 
of myself; but fas my Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things. 

29 And he that sent me is withme: * the 
Father hath not left me alone; ‘ for I do always 
those things that please him. 

30 As he spake these words, * many believed 
on him. 


eee aM. des xv. 1S; © Chap. ii. 145 xii. 32. 
¢ Chap. v. 19, 30.— Chap. iii. 1]. 
i. ae LG Chase iv. 34 v, 30; vi. 38. 


4 Rom, 
£ Chap. xiv. 10, 


of you] Or, to speak dnd to condemn, &c. I could 
speedily expose all your iniquities—your pride and 
ambition, your hypocrisy and irreligion, your hatred to 
the light, and your malice against the. truth, together 
with the present obstinate unbelief of your hearts, and 
show that these are the reasons why I say you will 
die in your sins; but these will appear in their true 
light: when, after you have crucified me, the judg- 
ments of God shall descend upon and consume you. 

He that sent me is true] Whatever he hath spoken 
of you by the prophets shall surely come to pass; his 
word cannot fail. 

Verse 28. When ye have lifted up| When ye have 
crucified me, and thus filled up the measure of your 
iniquities, ye shall know that I am the Christ, by the 
signs that shall follow; and ye shall know that what I 
spoke is true, by the judgments that shall follow. To 
be lifted up, is a common mode of expression, among 
the Jewish writers, for to die, or to be killed. 

Verse 29. The Father hath not left me alone] 
Though ye shall have power to put me to death, yet 
this shall not be because he hath abandoned me. No 
—he is ever with me, because I do that which pleaseth 
him ; and it is his pleasure that I should lay down my 
life for the salvation of the world. Does not our Lord 
allude to the following scriptures !—Sacrifice and of- 
fering thou didst not desire ; my ears hast thou open- 
ed: (or, a body hast thou prepared me: Heb. x. 5 :) 
then said I, Lo, I come: this is written in the volume 
of the book concerning me. I delight to do thy will, 
O my God! Thy law is in my heart. Psa. xl. 6, 7, 8. 

Verse 30. As he spake these words, many believed 
on him.] The same sun that hardens the clay softens 
the wax. This discourse, which proved the savour of 
death unto death to the obstinate Pharisees, became the 
savour of life unto life to many of the simple-hearted 
people. 

Verse 31. If ye continue in my word} Or, in this 
doctrine of mine. It is not enough to receive God’s 
truth—we must retain and walk in it. And it is only 
when we receive the truth, love it, keep it, and walk 
in it, that we are the genuine disciples of Christ. 


CHAP. VIII. 


believe in Jesus. 


31 9 Then said Jesus to those dha 
Jews which believed on him, If ye eam. 
continue in my word, then are ye 
my disciples indeed ; 

32 And ye shall know the truth, and ! the 
truth shall make you free. 

33 9 They answered him, ™ We be Abra- 
ham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any 
man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free ? 

34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, " Whosoever committeth sin is 
the servant of sin. 

35 And ° the servant abideth not in the house 


for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 
k Chap. vii. 31; x. 42; xi. 45. 1 Rom. vi. 14, 18, 22; vii 
2; James i. 253 ii. 12. m Lev. xxv. 42; Matt. ili. 9; ver. 39. 


© Gal. iv. 30: 


2 Rom. vi. 16, 20; 2 Pet. ii. 19. 


Verse 32. Ye shall know the truth] Shall have a 
constant experimental knowledge of its power and 
efficacy. 

And the truth shall make you free.) It was 4 maxim 
of the Jews, “ That no man was free, but he who ex- 
ercised himself in the meditation of the law.” No 
man is truly free, but he in whose heart the power of 
sin is destroyed, and who has received the Spirit of 
adoption, through which he cries, Abba! Father! See 
Rom. viii. 15. The bondage of sin is the most 
grievous bondage; and Wircador from its guilt and 
influence is the greatest liberty. 

Verse 33. They answered] That is, the other Jews 


| who had not believed—the carping, cavilling Pharisees 


already mentioned ; for the words cannot be spoken of 
the simple people who had already believed. See 
ver. 30. 

Were never in bondage to any man] This assertion 
was not only false, but it was ridiculous in the extreme ; 
seeing their whole history, sacred and profane, is full 
of recitals of their servitude in Egypt, in Chaldea, un- 
der the Persians, under the Macedonians; and under 
the Romans. But those who are not under the influ- 
ence of the truth of God will speak and act according 
to the influence of the spirit of falsehood and error. If 
the words are to be restrained to themselves alone, they 
may be understood thus: We are Abraham’s seed ; 
and we were never in bondage. Both these propositions 
had a faint shadow of truth. 

Verse 34. Whosoever commilteth sin is the servant 
of sin.| Or, dovaog eott, &e., is the slave of sin. This 
was the slavery of which Christ spoke ; and deliverance 
from-it, was the liberty which he promised. 

Verse 35. And the servant abideth not in the house} 
Or, rather, Now the slave abideth not in the family. 
As if Jesus had said: And now that I am speaking 
of a slave, 1 will add one thing more, viz. a slave has 
no right to any part of the inheritance in the family to 
which he belongs; but the son, the legitimate son, has 
a right. He can make any servant of the family free, 
though no slave can. He ean divide or bestow the 
inheritance as he pleases. Our Lord seems here to 
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If the Jews were of God, 


Pee 36 PIf the Son therefore shall 


An, Olymp. make you free, ye shall be free 
ie Andeed. 

37 I know that ye are Abraham’s seed ; but 
aye seek to kill me, because my word hath no 
place in you. 

38 ‘I speak that which I have seen with 
my Father: and ye do that which ye have 
seen with your father. 

39 They answered and said unto him, 
s Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto 
them, * If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would 
do the works of Abraham. 


ST. JOHN. 


they would love Chrast 
40 * But now ye scek to kill me, 4,™, 4. 
a man that hath told you the truth, An, Olymp. 


v which I have heard of God: this 
did not Abraham. 

41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then 
said they to him, We be not born of fornica- 
tion; * we have one Father, even God. 

42 Jesus said unto them, * If God were your 
Father, ye would love me: ¥ for I proceeded 
forth and came from God; 7 neither came I of 
myself, but he sent me. 

43 * Why do ye not understand my speech ? 
even because ye cannot hear my word. 


P Rom. viii. 2; Galatians v. 1—a4 Chap. vil. 19; verse 40. 
Chap. iii. 32; v. 19, 30; xiv. 10, 24.——* Matt. ili. 9; ver. 33. 
t Rom. ii. 28; ix. 7; Gal. ii. 7, 29. 


w Isa. lxiii. 16; Ixiv. 8; Mal. i. 6. 


«Ver. 37. V Ver. 26. x 
x} John v. 1. y Chap. xvi. 27; xvil- 8, 25. z Chap. v. 43; 
Vil. 28, 29. a Chap. vii. 17. 


refer to the sending away of Ishmael, mentioned, Gen. 
xxi. 10-14. Only those who are genuine children can 
inherit the estate. If sons, then heirs: heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ: Gal. iv. 21-31; Rom. 
vili. 17; and see Bishop Pearce’s Paraphrase. 

Verse 37. My word hath no place in you.] Or, this 
doctrine of mine hath no place in you. Ye hear the 
truths of God, but ye do not heed them; the word of 
life has no influence over you; and how can it, when 
you seek to kill me because I proclaim this truth to you ? 

It is a dismal omen when a person is regardless of 
the truth of God: it is more so to be provoked against 
it: but to persecute and endeavour to destroy those 
who preach it is the last degree of perverseness and 
obduracy. The word of God requires a heart which 
is empty. A heart filled with earthly projects, carnal 
interests, ambition, thoughts of raising a fortune, and 
with the love of the superfluities and pleasures of life, 
is not fit to receive the seed of the kingdom. Whena 
man shuts his heart against it by his passions, he at the 
same time opens it to all sorts of crimes. QuEsNEL. 

From what is here said, it is manifest, says Dr. 
Lightfoot, that the whole tendency of our Saviour’s 
discourse is to show the Jews, that they are the seed 
of that serpent which was to bruise the heel of the 
Messiah: else what could that mean, ver. 44: Ye are 
of your father the devil, i.e. ye are the seed of the 
serpent. 

Verse 38. I speak that which I have seen] I speak 
nothing but that unchangeable, eternal truth which I 
have received from the bosom of God. 

Ye do that which ye have seen] Instead of éwpaxare, 
ye have seen, I think we should read yxovcare, ye have 
heard, on the authority of BCKL, fifteen others ; 
Coptic, Aethiopic, Armenian, later Syriac in the mar- 
gin, Gothic, one copy of the Itala; Origen, Cyril, and 
Chrysostom. 'This reading, says Bishop Pearce, (who 
has adopted it,) seems preferable to the other, because 
it could not be said, with the same propriety, that the 
Jews had seen any thing with their father the devil, as 
it could that Jesus had seen with his. 

Jesus saw the Father, for he was the Worp that 
was with God from eternity. The Jews did not see, 
they only felt and heard, their father the devil. It is 
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the interest of Satan to keep himself out of sight, and 
to work in the dark. 

Verse 39. If ye were Abraham's children] Gries- 
bach reads ece, ye are, instead of yre, ye were, on the 
authority of BDL, Vulgate, four copies of the Jtala ; 
Origen and Augustin. 

Ye would do the works of Abraham.] As the son 
has the nature of his father in him, and naturally imi- 
tates him, so, if ye were the children of Abraham, ye 
would imitate him in his faith, obedience, and upright- 
ness; but this ye do not, for ye seek to kill me—ye 
are watching for an opportunity to destroy me, merely 
because I tell you the truth: Abraham never did any 
thing like this; therefore, you have no spiritual rela- 
tionship to Aim. 

Verse 41. Ye do the deeds of your father.| You 
have certainly another father than Abraham—one who 
has instilled his own malignant nature into you; and, 
as ye seek to murder me for telling you the truth, ye 
must be the offspring of him who was a murderer from 
the beginning, and stood not in the truth, ver. 44. 

We be not born of fornication] We are not a 
mixed, spurious breed—our tribes and families have 
been kept distinct—we are descended from Abraham 
by his legal wife Sarah; and we are no idolaters. 

We have one Father, even God.| In the spiritual 
sense of father and son, we are not a spurious, that is, 
an idolatrous race; because we acknowledge none as 
our spiritual father, and worship none as such, but the 
true God. See Bishop Pearce. 

Verse 42. If God were your Father, ye would 
love me] I came from God, and it would be absurd 
to suppose that you would persecute me if you were 
under the influence of God. The children of the same 
father should not murder each other. 

Verse 43. Why do ye not understand my speech 2} 
Tyv Aadsav tyv eunr, This my mode of speaking— 
when illustrating spiritual by natural things: Aajva re- 
fers to the manner of speaking ; Aoyoc, to the matter 
or subject on which he spoke. For Aadcav, the Codex 
Beze had originally aAnGecav : why do ye not acknow- 
ledge this TRUTH of mine? A few other MSS. agree 
in this reading. 

Because ye cannot hear my word.| That is, ye 
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The Jews proved to be the 


i 44 Ye are of your father the 


Av. Gimp. devil, and the lusts of your father 

ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and © abode not in the 
truth, because therds no truth in him. When 
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for 
he is a liar, and the father of it. 


45 And because I tell you the truth, ye be- 
lieve me not. 


CHAP. VIII. 


children of the wicked one 


46 Which of you convinceth me ce 
of sm? And if I say the truth, An, Olymp. 
why do ye not believe me? teeta 

47 * He that is of God heareth God’s words : 
ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not 
of God. 

48 § Then answered the Jews, and said 
unto him, Say we not well that thou art a Sa 


maritan, and ® hast a devil ? 


> Matt. xiii. 38; 1 John iii. 8c Jude 6. 


4 Chap. x. 26, 27; 1 John iv. 6. e Ch. vil. 20; x. 20; ver. 52, 


cannot bear my doctrine : it comes too close to you ; 
it searches your hearts, detects your hypocrisy, and 
exposes your iniquitous intentions and designs ; and as 
ye are determined not to leave your sins, so ye are 
purposed not to hear my doctrine. 

Verse 44. Ye are of your father the devil] 
are the seed of the old serpent. See on ver. 37. 

The lusts of your father} Like father like son. 
What Satan desires, ye desire ; because ye are filled 
with his nature. Awful state of unregenerate men ! 
They have the nearest alliance to Satan ; they partake 
of his nature, and have in them the same principles 
and propensities which characterize the very nature 
and essence of the devil! Reader, canst thou rest in 
this state? Apply to God, through Christ, that thou 
mayest be born again. 

He was a murderer from the beginning] It was 
through him that Adam transgressed ; in consequence 
of which death entered into the world, and slew him 
and all his posterity. This was the sentiment of the 
Jews themselves. In Sohar Kadash, the wicked are 
ealled, “The children of the old serpent, who slew 
Adam and all his descendants.” See Schoettgen. 
¢ Abode not in the truth] He stood not in the tresthed 
was once in a state of glorious felicity, but fell from 
it; and, being deprived of all good himself, he could 
not endure that others should enjoy any; therefore 
by his lies he deceived Eve, and brought her, her 
husband, and, through them, their posterity, into his 
own condemnation. 

He speaketh of his own] Ek tov Wor Aaret, He 
speaketh of his own offspring, or, from his own dts- 
position, for he is the father and fountain of all error 
and falsity ; and all who are deceived by him, and par- 
take of his disposition, falsity and cruelty, are his off- 
spring, for he is a liar, and the father of it—xat 6 
matyp avrov—iterally, his father also. There is con- 
siderable difficulty in this verse. The Caznites, and 
the Archontites, mentioned by Epiphanius, read it thus: 
“Ye are the children of your father the devil, because 
he is a liar, and his father was a har. He was a 
man-slayer, and he did not remain in the truth. When 
he speaketh, he speaketh a lie of his own, (progenitors 
understood,) because his father also was a liar.” The 
consequences which the above heretics drew from this 
verse were the following. They said that the father 
of the Jews was a demon; that he also had a demon 
for his father ; and that he had a demon for his father, 
&e. The Archontites maintained that Cain had a de- 
mon for his father, the spirit which our Lord speaks 
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of here; and that the Jews proceeded from the race 
of Cain. 

Grotius, supposing that the devil who tempted Eve 
was not the prince of devils, but rather a subordinate 
one, seems to think he may be understood here, he is a 
liar, and his father also, which is the literal translation 
of the latter clause of the text, é¢ Kae 6 matnp avrou, 
as it has been read by many of the primitive fathers. 

Mr. Wakefield, by changing 70, before Wevdoc, into 
tic, gives the text the following translation :—‘¢ The 
devil is your father, and ye willingly perform the lusts 
of your father. He was a man-slayer from the first, 
and continued not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When any one speaketh a lie, he speak 
eth according to his own kindred: for his father also 
is a liar.” Our own translation, that refers marnp 
avtov to pevdoc, a he, and not to pevenc, a liar, is pro- 
bably the most correct. 

Verse 46. Which of you convinceth me of sin 2] 
Do you pretend to reject the truths which I announce, 
because my life does not correspond to the doctrines 
I have taught? But can any of you prove me guilty 
of any fault? You have maliciously watched all my 
steps; have you seen the smallest matter to reprove, 
in any part of my conduct 

But it is probable that duapria, sin, is put here in 
opposition to aAyfera, truth, in the same verse; and 
then it should be rendered falsehood. The very best 
Greek writers use the word in the same sense: this, 
Kypxe proves by quotations from Polybius, Lucian, 
Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Plutarch, Thucydides, and 
Hippocrates. Rapuetius adds a pertinent quotation 
from Herodotus, and shows that the purest Latin writers 
have used the word peccatum, sin, in the sense of error 
or falsehood. See the note on Gen. xiii. 13. 

Verse 47. He that is of God] Meaning probably 
himself: he who came from God, or was born of God— 
heareth the words of God—has the constant inspiration 
of his Spirit, speaks nothing but truth, and cannot pos- 
sibly err. 

Verse 48. Thou art a Samaritan] This was the 
same, among them, as heretic, or schismatic, among us. 
This is the only time in which the Jews gave our 
Lord this title of reproach ; and they probably ground- 
ed it on his having preached among them, and lodged 
in their villages. See the account in chap. iv. ; but 
Samaritan, among them, meant a person unworthy of 
any credit. 

Hast a devil?] Art possessed by an evil spirit ; 
and art, in consequence, deranged. 
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Abraham rejoiced to see 


ag i 49 Jesus answered, I have not a 
An. Olymp. devil; but I honour my Father, 
ee and ye do dishonour me. 

50 And fI seek not mine own glory: there 
is one that seeketh and judgeth. 

51 Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, * Ifa man 
keep my saying, he shall never see death, 

52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we 
know that thou hast a devil, » Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, Ifa 
man keep my saying, he shall never taste of 
death. 

53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
which is dead? and the prophets are dead : 
whom makest thou thyself ? 

54 Jesus answered, ‘IfI honour myself, my 
honour is nothing: * it is my Father that hon- 


ST. JOHN. 


the day of Christ 


oureth me; of whom ye say, that 4. 4033 
he is your God: An, Olymp. 

55 Yet lye have not known hey 
but 1 know him: and if I should say, 1 know 
him not, I shall be a lar fike unto you: but I 
know him, and keep his saying 

56 Your father Abraham ™ rejoiced to see 
my day : » and he saw it, and was glad. 

57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art 
not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen 
Abraham ? 

58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, lL 
say unto you, Before Abraham was, °I am. 

59 4 Then ? took they up stones to cast at 
him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of 
the temple, 4 going through the midst of them, 
and so passed by. 


f Chap, v. 41; vil. 18.—& Chap. v, 24; xi. 26. h Zech. aD 
5; Hebrews xi. 13 ——' Chap. v. al. k Chap. v, 41; xvi. 14; 
xvil. 1; Acts iu. 13. 


TChap. vu. 28, 29. m Luke x. 24. n Hebrews xi. 13 
© Exod. iii. 14; Isa. xliii, 13; chap. xvii. 5,24; Col.i.17; Rev 
i. 8. P Chap. x. 31, 39; xi, 8——9 Luke iv. 30. 


Verse 49. I have not a devil] The first part of 
the charge was too futile: if taken literally, it was 
both absurd and impossible; they did not believe it 
themselves, and therefore our Lord does not stop a 
moment to refute it; but he answers to the second 
with the utmost meekness and conclusiveness : I ho- 
nour God. This is what no demon can do, nor any 
man who is under such influence, 

Verse 50. I seek not mine own glory] Another 
proof that I am not influenced by any spirit but that 
which proceeds from God. But there is one that seek- 
eth—i. e. my glory—-and judgeth—will punish you 
for your determined obstinacy and iniquity. 

Verse 51. Shall never see death.| As Moses pro- 
mised a long life, with abundance of temporal bless- 
ings, to those who should keep his statutes and ordi- 
nances, so he who keeps my doctrine shall not only 
have a long life, but shall never see death—he shall 
never come under the power of the death of the soul, 
but shall live eternally with me in glory. 

Verse 54. Your God] Many MSS. and most of 
the versions read jjwv, owr, instead of duwv. The va- 
riation is of very little consequence. They called 
God their God, while enemies to him both in their 
spirit and conduct. 

Verse 56. Abraham rejoiced to see my day] Or, 
he earnestly desired to see my day 3; nyaALacato, from 
ayay, very much, and éAdoua, I leap—his soul leaped 
forward in earnest hape and strong expectation that he 
might see the incarnation of Jesus Christ, The meta- 
phor appears to be taken from a person who, desiring 
to see a long-expected friend who is coming, runs for- 
ward, now and then jumping up to see if he can dis- 
cover him, ‘There is a saying very like this in Sohar 
Numer. fol. 61: ‘Abraham rejoiced because he could 
know, and perceive, and cleave to the Divine NAME.” 
The Divine name is 717 Yehovah; and by this they 
simply mean God himself. 

And he saw it] Not only in the first premise, Gen. 
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iii. 15, for the other patriarchs saw this as well as he ; 
and not only in that promise which was made particu- 
larly to himself, Gen. xii. 7; xxii. 18, (compared with 
Gal. iii. 16,) that the Messiah should spring from his 
family ; but he saw this day especially when Jehovah 
appeared to him in a human form, Gen. xvii. 2; 17, 
which many suppose to have been a manifestation of 
the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 57. Thou art not yet fifty years old) Some 
MSS. read forty. The age of our blessed Lord has 
never been properly determined. Some of the primi- 
tive fathers believed that he was fifty years old when 
he was crucified; but their foundation, which is no 
other than these words of the Jews, is but a very un- 
certain one. Calmet thinks that our Lord was at this 
time about thirty-four years and ten months old, and 
that he was crucified about the middle of his thirty- 
sicth year; and asserts that the vulgar era is three 
years too late. On the other hand, some allow him 
to have been but thirty-one years old, and that his 
ministry had lasted but one year. Many opinions on 
this subject, which are scarcely worthy of being copied, 
may be found in Calmet. 

Verse 58. Before Abraham was, I am.] The fol- 
lowing is a literal translation of Calmet’s note on this 
passage :—~“I am from all eternity. I have existed 
before all ages. You consider in me only the person 
who speaks to you, and who has appeared to you 
within a particular time. But besides this human 
nature, which ye think ye know, there is in me a 
Divine and eternal nature. Both, united, subsist to- 
gether in my person. Abraham knew how to distin- 
guish them. He adored me as his God; and desired 
me as his Saviour. He has seen me in my eternity, 
and he predicted my coming into the world,” 

On the same verse Bishop Pearce speaks as fol- 
lows :—‘* What Jesus here says relates (I think) to 
his existence antecedent to Abraham’s days, and not 
to his having been the Christ appointed and foretold 
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before that time; for, if Jesus had meant this, the 
answer I apprehend would not have been a pertinent 
one. He might have been appointed and foretold for 
the Christ ; but if he had not had an existence before 
Abraham’s days, neither could he have seen Abraham, 
(as, according to our English translation, the Jews 
suppose him to have said,) nor could Abraham have 
seen him, as I suppose the Jews understood him to 
have said in the preceding verse, to which words of 
the Jews the words of Jesus here are intended as an 
answer.” 

Verse 59. Then took they up stones, &c.] It ap- 
pears that the Jews understood him as asserting his 
Godhead ; and, supposing him to be a blasphemer, 
they proceeded to stone him, according to the law: 
Lev. xxiv. 16. J 

But Jesus hid himself| Jn all probability he ren- 
dered himself invisible—though some will have it that 
he conveyed himself away from those Jews who were 
his enemies, by mixing himself with the many who 
believed on him, (ver. 30, 31,) and who, we may sup- 
pose, favoured his escape. Pearce. 

But where did they find the stones, Christ and they 
being in the temple? It is answered: Ist. It is pro- 
bable, as the buildings of the temple had not been yet 
completed, there might have been many stones near 
the place ; or, 2dly. They might have gone out to the 
outer courts for them; and, before their return, our 
Lord had escaped. See Lightfoot and Calmet. 

Going through the midst of them, and so passed by.] 
These words are wanting in the Codex Beze, and in 
several editions and versions. Prasmus, Grotius, 
Beza, Pearce, and Griesbach, think them not genuine. 
The latter has left them out of the text. But, not- 
withstanding ~vhat these critics have said, the words 
seem necessary to explain the manner of our Lord’s 
escape. Ist. He hid himself, by becoming invisible ; 
and then, 2dly. He passed through the midst of them, 
and thus got clear away from the place. See a simi- 
lar escape mentioned, Luke iv. 30, and the note there. 


Tue subjects of this chapter are both uncommon 
and of vast importance. 

1. The case of the woman taken in adultery, when 
properly and candidly considered, is both intelligible 
and edifying. It is likely that the accusation was 
well founded; and that the scribes and Pharisees 
endeavoured maliciously to serve themselves of the 
fact, to embroil our Lord with the civil power, or 
ruin his moral reputation. Our Lord was no magis- 
trate, and therefore could not, with any propriety, 
give judgment in the case ; had he done it, it must 
have been considered an invasion of the rights and 
office of the civil magistrate, and would have afforded 
them ground for a process against him. On the other 


CHAP. IX. 


the preceding chapter. 


hand, had he acquitted the woman, he might have been 
considered, not only as setting aside the law of Moses, 
but as being indulgent to a crime of great moral tur- 
pitude, and the report of this must have ruined his 
moral character. He disappointed this malice by re- 
fusing to enter into the case; and overwhelmed his 
adversaries with confusion, by unmasking their hearts, 
and pointing out their private abominations. fers) 
generally supposed that our Lord acquitted the wo- 
man: this is incorrect; he neither acquitted nor con- 
demned her: he did not enter at all juridically into the 
business. His saying, Neither do I condemn thee, 
was no more than a simple declaration that he would 
not concern himself with the matter—that being the 
office of the chief magistrate ; but, as a preacher of 
righteousness, he exhorted her to abandon her evil 
practices, lest the punishment, which she was now 
likely to escape, should be inflicted on her for a repe- 
tition of her transgression. 

2. In several places in this chapter, our Lord shows 
his intimate wnion with the Father, both in will, doc- 
trine, and deed; and though he never speaks so as to 
confound the persons, yet he evidently shows that such 
was the indivisible unity, subsisting between the Father 
and the Son, that what the one witnessed, the other 
witnessed ; what the one did, the other did; and that 
he who saw the one necessarily saw the other. 

3. The original state of Satan is here pointed out 
—he abode not in the truth, ver. 44. Therefore he 
was once in the truth, in righteousness and true holi- 
ness—and he fell from that truth into sin and false- 
hood, so that he became the father of les and the first 
murderer. Our Lord confirms here the Mosaic ac- 
count of the fall of man, and shows that this fall was 
brought about by his lies, and that these lies issued in the 
murder or destruction both of the body and soul of man. 

4. The patience and meekness exercised by our 
Lord, towards his most fell and unrelenting enemies, 
are worthy the especial regard of all those who are 
persecuted for righteousness.—When he was reviled, 
he reviled not again. As the searcher of hearts, he 
simply declared their state, ver. 44, in order to their 
conviction and conversion : not to have done so, would 
have’ been to betray their souls. In this part of his 
conduct we find two grand virtues united, which are 
rarely associated in man, MEEKNUSS and FIDELITY— 
patience to bear all insults and personal injuries ; and 
boldness, in the face of persecution and death, ¢o de- 
clare the truth. The meek man generally leaves the 
sinner unreproved : the bold’ and zealous man often 
betrays a want of due self-management, and reproves 
sin in a spirit which prevents the reproof from reach- 
ing the heart. In this respect also, our blessed Lord 
has left us an example, that we should follow his steps, 
Let him that readeth understand. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Account of the man who was born blind, 1-5. 
Bours, 8-12. He is brought to the Pharisees, 


Christ heals him, 6,7. The man is questioned by his neigh- 
who question him, 


13-17, and then his parents, 18-23. 


They again interrogate the man, who, vindicating the conduct of Christ, ts excommunicated by them, 24— 


34. Jesus, hearing of the conduct of the 


Pharisees, afterwards finds the man, and reveals himself to 


him, 35-38. He passes sentence on the obduracy and blindness of the Pharisees, 39-41. 
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The account of the man 


A.M. 089. AND as Jesus passed by, he saw 
An. Olymp. a man which * was blind from 
CCII. 1. 


his birth. 
2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Mas- 


a Acts ili. 2. 


NOTES ON. CHAP. IX. 

Verse 1. And as Jesus passed by] This chapter 
is a continuation of the preceding, and therefore the 
word Jesus is not inthe Greek text; jt begins simply 
thus—And passing along, kat napaywv, &c. Having 
left the temple, where the Jews were going to stone 
him, (chap. viii. 59,) it is probable our Lord went, 
according to his custom, to the mount of Olives. The 
next day, which was the Sabbath, ver. 14, he met a 
man who had been born blind, sitting in some public 
place, and asking alms from those who passed by, 
verse 8. 

Verse 2. Who did sin, this man, or his parents] 
The doctrine of the transmigration of souls appears to 
have been an article in the creed of the Pharisees, 
and it was pretty general both among the Greeks and 
the Asiatics. The Pythagoreans believed the souls 
of men were sent into other bodies for the punishment 
of some sin which they had committed in a pre- 
existent state. This seems to have been the founda- 
tion of the disciples’ question ta our Lord. Did this 
man sin in a pre-existent state, that he is punished in 
this body with blindness? Or, did his parents commit 
some sin, for which they are thus plagued in their 
offspring ! 

Most of the Asiatic nations have believed in the 
doctrine of transmigration. The Hindoos still hold it ; 
and profess to tell precisely the sin which the person 
committed in angther body, by the afflictions which he 
endures in this: they profess also to tell the cures for 
these. For instance, they say the headache is a 
punishment for havihg, in a former state, spoken irre- 
verently to father or mother. Madness is a punish- 
ment for naving been disobedient to father or mother, 
or to one’s spiritual guide. The epilepsy is a punish- 
ment for having, in a former state, administered poison 
to any one at the command of his master. Pain in 
the eyes is a punishment for having, in another body, 
coveted another man’s wife. Blindness is a punish- 
ment for having killed his mother: but this person 
they say, before his new birth, will suffer many years’ 
torment in hell. See many curious particulars relative 
to this in the Ayern Axegery, vol. iii. p. 168-175; 
and in the Institutes of Menu, chap. xi. Inst. 48-53. 

The Jewish rabbins have had the same belief from 
the very remotest antiquity. Origen cites an apocry- 
phal book of the Hebrews, in which the patriarch 
Jacob is made to speak thus: I am an angel of God ; 
one of the first order of spirits. Men call me Jacob, 
hut my true name, which God has given me, is Israel : 
Orat. Joseph. apud Orie. Many of the Jewish doc- 
tors have believed that the souls of Adam, Abraham, 
and Phineas, have successively animated the great 
men of their nation. Philo says that the air is full 
of spirits, and that some, through their natural pro- 
nensity, join themselves to bodves; and that others | 

584 . 


ST. JOHN. 


who was born blind. 
ter, ® who did sin, this man or his Ae G0: 
parents, that he was born blind ? Ap. Olymp 


3 Jesus answered, Neither hath 
this man sinned, nor his parents: ° but that the 


b Ver. 34. ¢ Chap. xi. 4. 


have an aversion from such a union. See several 
other things relative to this point in his treatises, De 
Plant. Noe—De Gigantibus—De Confus. Ling.— 
De Somniis, &c.; and see Calmet, where he is 
pretty largely quoted. 

The Hindoos believe that the most of their misfor- 
tunes arise out of the sins of a former birth; and, in 
moments of grief not unfrequently break out into excla- 
mations like the following :— Ah! in a former birth 
how many sins must I have committed, that I am thus 
afflicted!” “Tam now suffering for the sins of a 
former birth; and the sins that I am now committing 
are to fill me with misery in a following birth. ‘There 
is no end to my sufferings !” 

Josephus, Ant. b. xviii. c. 1, s. 3, and War, b. ii. 
c. 8, s. 14, gives an account of the doctrine of the 
Pharisees on this subject. He . intimates that the 
souls of those only who were pious were permitted to 
reanimate human bodies, and this was rather by way 
of reward than punishment; and that the souls of the 
vicious are put into eternal prisons, where they are 
continually tormented, and out of which they ean never 
escape. But it is very likely that Josephus has not 
told the whole truth here; and that the doctrine of 
the Pharisees on this subject was nearly the same with 
that of the Papists on purgatory. Those who are 
very wicked go irrecoverably to hell; but those who 
are not so have the privilege of expiating their venial 
sins in purgatory. Thus, probably, is the Pharisean 
doctrine of the transmigration to be understood. 
Those who were comparatively pious went into other 
bodies, for the expiation of any remaining guilt which 
had not been removed previously to a sudden or pre- 
mature death, after which they were fully prepared 
for paradise ; but others who had been incorrigibly 
wicked were sent at once into hell, without ever being 
offered the privilege of amendment, or escape. For 
the reasons which may be collected above, much as I 
reverence Bishop Pearce, I cannot agree with his 
note on this passage, where he says that the words of 
the disciples should be thus understood :—Who did 
sin? This man, that he is blind? or his parents, that 
he was born sot He thinks it probable that the dis- 
ciples did not know that the man was born blind: if 
he was, then it was for some sin of his parents—if he 
was not born so, then this blindness came unto him as 
a punishment for some crime of his own. . It may be 
just necessary to say, that some of the rabbins believed 
that it was possible for an infant to sin in the 
womb, and to be punished with some bodily infirmity 
in consequence. See several examples in Lightfoot 
on this place. 

Verse 3. Neither hath this man sinned, nor his 
parents] That is, the blindness of this person is not 
occasioned by any sin of his own, nor of his parents, 
but has happened in the ordinary course of Divine 
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Jesus makes clay, and anoints 


A. M4033. works of God should be made mani- 


a spe: fest in him. 

4 2] must work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day: the night com- 
eth when no man can work. 

5 As long as I am in the world, * I am the 
light of the world. 

6 When he had thus spoken, ‘he spat on 
the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and 


4 Chap. iv. 34; v. 19, 36; xi. 9; xii. 35; xvii. 4. 


ea Ve be ¢ Chap. i. 
5, 95 1. 19; vil. 12; xn. 35, 46. 


f Mark vii. 33; viii. 23. 


CHAP. 1x. 


the eyes of the blind man 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


he £ anointed the eyes of the blind 
man with the clay, 

7 And said unto him, Go, wash 
hin the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpre- 
tation, Sent.) ‘He went his way therefore, 
and washed, and came seeing. 

8 9% The neighbours therefore, and they 
which before had seen him that he was blind, 
said, Is not this he that sat and begged ? 


& Or, spread the clay upon the eyes of the blind man. h Neh. iii. 
1 


5. i See 2 Kings v. 14. 


providence, and shall now become the instrument of 
salvation to Ais soul, edification to others, and glory 
to Gop. Many of the Jews thought that marks on 
the body were proofs of sin in the soul. From a like 
persuasion, probably, arose that proverb among our 
northern neighbours—Mark him whom God marks. 

Verse 4. While it is day] Though I plainly per- 
ceive that the cure of this man will draw down upon 
me the malice of the Jewish rulers, yet I must accom- 
plish the work for which I came into the world while 
it is day—while the term of this life of mine shall 
last. It was about six months after this that our 
Lord was crucified. It is very likely that the day was 
now declining, and night coming on ; and he took occa- 
sion from this circumstance to introduce the elegant 
metaphor immediately following. By this we are 
taught that no opportunity for doing good should be 
omitted—pay representing the opportunity: NicHT, 
the loss of that opportunity. 

Verse 5. I am the light of the world.| Like the 
sun, it is my business to dispense light and heat every 
where ; and to neglect no opportunity that may offer 
to enlighten -and save the bodies and souls of men. 
See chap. viii. 12. 

Verse 6. Anointed the eyes of the blind man] It 
would be difficult to find out the reason which induced 
our Lord to act thus. It is certain, this procedure 
can never be supposed to have been any likely medical 
means to restore sight to a man who was born blind ; 
this action, therefore, had no tendency to assist the 
miracle. If his eye-lids had been only so gummed 
together that they needed nothing but to be suppled 
and well washed, it is not likely that this could possi- 
bly have been omitted from his birth until now. The 
Jews believed that there was some virtue in spittle to 
cure the diseases of the eye; but then they always 
accompanied this with some charm. Our Lord might 
make clay with the spittle to show that no charms 
or spells were used, and to draw their attention more 
particularly to the miracle which he was about to 
work. Perhaps the best lesson we can learn from 
this is: That God will do his own work in his own 
way; and, to hide pride from man, will often accom- 
plish the most beneficial ends by means not only 
simple or despicable in themselves, but by such also as 
appear entirely contrary, in their nature and operation, 
to the end proposed to be effected by them. 

Verse 7. Siloam]. Called also Shiloah, Siloe, or 

1 


Siloa, was a fountain under the walls of Jerusalem, 
towards the east, between the city and the brook 
Kidron. Calmet thinks that this was the same with 
En-rogel, or the fuller’s fountain, which is mentioned 
in Josh. xv. 7; xvili. 16; in 2 Sam. xvii. 17; and 
in 1 Kings i. 9. Its waters were collected in a great 
reservoir for the use of the city ; and a stream from it 
supplied the pool of Bethesda. 

By interpretation, Sent.] From the Hebrew now 
shalach, he sent: either because it was looked upon 
as a gift sent from God, for the use of the city; or 
because its waters were directed or sent by canals or 
pipes, into different quarters, for the same purpose. 
Some think there is an allusion here to Gen. xlix. 10; 
that this fountain was a type of Shiloh, the Christ, the 
sent of God; and that it was to direct the man’s 
mind to the accomplishment of the above prophecy 
that our Lord sent him to this fountam. This sup- 
position does not appear very solid. The Turks have 
this fountain still in great veneration, and think the 
waters of it are good for diseases of the eyes. Light- 
foot says that the spring of Siloam discharged itself 
by a double stream into a twofold pool—the upper 
was called mw shiloach—the lower, now shelach ; 
the one signifying atecaApevoc sent, the latter, codiov 
fleeces ; and that our Lord marked this point so par- 
ticularly, to inform the blind man that it was not to 
Shelach, but to Shiloach, that he must go to wash his 
eyes. These two pools seem to be referred to in Isa. 
Wile on eS Xt O. 

Verse 8. That he was blind] ‘Ore rudaoc nv: but, 
instead of this, mpoca:tyc, when he begged, or was a 
beggar, is the reading of ABC*DKL, seven others, 
both the Syriac, both the Arabic, later Persic, Copire, 
Ethiopic, Armenian, Sahidic, Gothic, Slavonic, Vul- 
gate, eight copies of the Itala, and some of the primi- 
tive fathers. This is in all probability the true read- 
ing, and is received by Griesbach into the text. 

Beggars in all countries have a language peculiar 
to themselves. The language of the Jewish beggars 
was the following: ?2 131 Deserve something by me 
—Give me something that God may reward you. 
49 12 °3t 3°37 O ye tender-hearted, do yourselves 
good by me. Another form, which seems to have 
been used by such as had formerly been in better cir- 
cumstances, was this: $JN 1°73 S5noN NIT 1 73 DD 
Look back and see what I have been; look upon me 
now, and see what Iam. See Lightfoot. 
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The Pharisees cavil at the cure 


as cee 9 Some said, This is he: others 


An. Olymp. said, He is like him: but he said, 

CCIL. 1. 

a eleamn he: 

10 Therefore said they unto him, How were 
thine eyes opened ? 

11 He answered and said, * A man that is 
called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine 
eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Si- 
loam, and wash: and I went and washed, and 
I received sight. 

12 Then said they unto him, Where is he? 
He said, I know not. 

13 9 They brought to the Pharisees him 
that aforetime was blind. 


k Ver. 6, 7.——! Ver. 33; chap. ili. 2. 

Verse 9. Some said, This 1s he] This miracle was 
not wrought in private—nor before a few persons— 
nor was it lightly credited. ‘Those who knew him 
before were divided in their opinion concerning him : 
not whether the man who sat there begging was blind 
before—for this was known to all; nor whether the 
person now before them saw clearly—for this was 
now notorious; but whether this was the person who 
was born blind, and who used in a particular place to 
sit begging. 

Others said, He is like him] This was very natural : 
for certainly the restoration of his sight must have 
given him a very different appearance to what he had 
before. 

. Verse 11. A man that is called Jesus] The whole 
of this relation is simple and artless in the highest 
degree. The blind man had never seen Jesus, but he 
had heard of his name—he felt that he had put some- 
thing on his eyes, which he afterwards found to be 
clay—but how this was made he could not tell, be- 
cause he could not see Jesus when he did it; there- 
fore he does not say, he made clay of spitile—but 
simply, he made clay, and spread it upon my eyes. 
Where a multitude of incidents must necessarily come 
into review, wnposture and falsehood generally commit 
themselves, as it is termed; but, however numerous 
the curcumstances may be in a relation of fact, simple 
truth is never embarrassed. 

Verse 12. Whereis he?] They had designed to 
seize and deliver him up to the Sanhedrin, as a 
violater of the law, because he had done this on the 
Sabbath day. 

Verse 13. They brought to the Pharisees] These 
had the chief rule, and determined all controversies 
among the people; in every case of religion, their 
judgment was final: the people, now fully convinced 
that the man had been cured, brought him to the Pha- 
risees, that they might determine how this was done, 
and whether it had been done legally. 

Verse 14. It was the Sabbath] Some of the ancient 
rabbins taught, and they have been followed by some 
moderns, not much better skilled in physic than them- 
selves, that the saliva is a cure for several disorders 
of the eyes; but the former held this to be contrary 
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wrought on the blind man. 
14 And it was the Sabbath day ee 


when Jesus made the clay, and An. Olymp. 
: CCIE 1. 
opened his eyes. pets ST 

15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him 
how he had received his sight. He said unto 
them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and | 
washed, and do see. 

16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, 
This man is not of God, because he keepeth 
not the Sabbath day. Others said, } How can 
aman that is a sinner do such miracles ¢ And 
™ there was a division among them. 

17 They say unto the blind man again, What 
sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine 


m Chap. vil. 12, 43; x. 19. 
to the law, if applied on the Sabbath. See Lieur- 
Foot’s Hor. Talm. 

Verse 16. This manis not of God] He can neither 
be the Messiah, nor a prophet, for he has broken the 
Sabbath. The Jews always argued falsely on this 
principle. The law relative to the observation of the 
Sabbath never forbade any work but what was of the 
servile and unnecessary kind. Works of necessity and 
mercy never could be forbidden on that day by him 
whose name is mercy, and whose nature is love; for 
the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath; were it otherwise, the Sabbath would be 
rather a curse than a blessing. 

How can a man that is a sinner, &c.] They knew 
very well that though magicians and impostors might 
do things apparently miraculous, yet nothing really 
good could be performed by them. We might have 
safely defied all the magicians in Egypt, who are said 
to have been so successful in imitating some of the 
miracles of Moses, to have opened the eyes of one 
blind man, or to have done any essential good either 
to the body or to the soul. 

And there was a division among them.] xiopua, a 
schism, a decided difference of opinion, which caused 
a separation of the assembly. 

Verse 17. He is a prophet.] They had intended to 
lay snares for the poor man, that, getting him to ac- 
knowledge Christ for the Messiah, they might put him 
out of the synagogue, ver. 22, or put him to death, 
that such a witness to the Divine power of Christ 
might not appear against them. But, as the mercy 
of God had given him his sight, so the wisdom of God 
taught him how to escape the snares laid for his ruin. 
On all thy glory there shall be a defence, says the 
prophet, Isa. iv. 5. When God gives any particular 
mercy or grace, he sends power to preserve it, and 
wisdom to improve it. The man said, He is a prophet. 
Now, according to a Jewish maxim, a prophet might 
dispense with the observation of the Sabbath. See 
Grotwus, If they allow that Jesus was a prophet, 
then, even in their sense, he might break the law of 
the Sabbath, and be guiltless: or, if they did not allow 
him to be a prophet, they must account for the miracle 
some other way than by the power of God; as from 


The Pharisees question him. 
A.M. 4038. eyes? He said, "He is a prophet. 

18 But the Jews did not believe 
concerning him, that he had been 
blind, and received his sight, until they called 
ihe parents of him that had received his sight. 

19 And they asked them, saying, Is this 
your son, who ye say was born blind? how 
then doth he now see ? 

20 His parents answered them and said, We 
know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind : 

21 But by what means he now seeth, we 
know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we 
know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall 
speak for himself. 

22 These words spake his parents, because 
°they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed 
already, that if any man did confess that he was 
Christ, he ? should be put out of the synagogue. 


An. Olymp. 
CCI. 1 


n Chap. iv, 19; vi, 14, 


© Chap. vii. 13; xii. 42; xix. 38; Acts 
Wades 


Satan or his agents no good can proceed—to do this 
it was impossible. So the wisdom of God taught the 
poor man to give them such an answer as put them 
into a complete dilemma, from which they could not 
possibly extricate themselves. 

Verse 18. But the Jews did not believe] All the 
subterfuge they could use was simply to sin against 
their conscience, by asserting that the man had not 
been blind; but out of this subterfuge they were soon 
driven by the testimony of the parents, who, if tried 
farther on this subject, might have produced as wit- 
ness, not only the whole neighbourhood, but nearly the 
whole city: for it appears the man got his bread by 
publicly begging, ver. 8. 

That he had been blind, and received his sight] 
This clause is omitted in some MSS., probably because 
similar words occur immediately after. There is, how- 
ever, no evidence against it, sufficient to exclude it from 
the text. 

Verse 21. He is of age] ‘Hisxcav exer, literally, he 
has stature, i. e. he is a full-grown man ; and in this 
sense the phrase is used by the best Greek writers. 
See Kypke and Raphelius. Mature age was fixed 
among the Jews at thirty years. 

Verse 22. Put out of the synagogue.] That is, ea- 
communicated—separated from all religious connection 
with those who worshipped God. This was the lesser 
kind of excommunication among the Jews and was 
termed nidui. The cherem, or anathema, was not used 
against the followers of Christ till after the resurrection. 

Verse 24. Give God the praise] Having called the 
man a second time, they proceeded to deal with him in 
the most solemn manner ; and therefore they put him 
to his oath; for the words above were the form of an 
oath, proposed by the chief magistrate to those who 
were to give evidence to any particular fact, or to at- 


test any thing, as produced by or belonging to the Lord. | No. 
1 


CHAP. IX. 


He confounds them. 
23 Therefore said his parents, He te ene 
is of age; ask him. 

24 Then again called they the inion 
man that was blind, and said unto him, ¢ Give 
God the praise: ™ we know that this man is a 
sinner. 

25 He answered and said, Whether he be a 
sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, 
that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 

26 Then said they to him again, What did 
he to thee? how opened he thine eyes ? 

27 He answered them, I have told you 
already, and ye did not hear; wherefore 
would ye hear again ? will ye also be his 
disciples ? 

28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou 
art his disciple; but we are Moses’ disciples. 

29 We know that God spake unto Moses : as 
for this fellow, § we know not from whence heis. 


q Joshua vii. 19; 1 Sam. vi. 5. 
Chap. viii. 14. 


KVlete: 


P Verse 34; chap. 
Ver. 16. 


See Josh. vii. 19; 1 Sam. vi. 5, and Luke xvii. 18. 
But, while they solemnly put him to his oath, they 
endeavoured to put their own words in his mouth, viz. 
he is a sinner—a pretender to the prophetic character, 
and a transgressor of the law of God :—assert this, or 
you will not please us. ewe 

Verse 25. Whereas I was blind, now I see.) He 
pays no attention to their cavils, nor to their perver- 
sion of justice; but, in the simplicity of his heart, 
speaks to the fact, of the reality of which he was 
ready to give them the most substantial evidence. 

Verse 27. I have told you already] So he did, ver. 
15. And did ye not hear? Ye certainly did. Why 
then do you wish to hear it again? Is it because ye 
wish to become his disciples! ‘The poor man con- 
tinued steady in his testimony ; and, by putting this 
question to them, he knew he should soon put an end 
to the debate. 

Verse 28. Then they reviled him] EAovdopyoav. 
Eustathius derives Aovdopra from Aoyoc, a word, and 
dopv, a spear :-—they spoke cutting, piercing words. 
Solomon talks of some who spoke like the piercings of 
a sword, Prov. xii. 18. And the psalmist speaks of 
words that are like drawn swords, Psa. lv. 21, words 
which show that the person who speaks them has his 
heart full of murderous intentions ; and that, if he had 
the same power with a sword as he has with his tongue, 
he would destroy him whom he thus reproaches. 

We are Moses’ disciples.| By this they meant that 
they were genuine Pharisees ; for they did not allow 
the Sadducees to be disciples of Moses. 

Verse 29. We know not from whence he is.] As if 
they had said: We have the fullest assurance that the 
commission of Moses was Divine; but we have no 
proof that this man has such a commission: and should 
we leave Moses, and attach ourselves to this stranger’ 
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The man that was healed is 


AD 29 «=— 80 The man answered and said 
An. Olymp. unto them, t Why herein is a mar- 
Se rellous thing, that ye know not from 
whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine 
eyes ! 

31 Now we know that * God heareth not 
sinners : but if any man be a worshipper of 
God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 

32 Since the world began was it not heard 
that any man opened the eyes of one that was 
born blind. 

33 ‘If this man were not of God, he could 


do nothing. 


t Chap. iii. 10. uJob xxvii. 9; xxxv. 12; Psa. xviii. 41; 
xxxiv. 15; Ixvi. 18; Prov. i. 28; xv. 29; xxviii. 9; Isa. 1.15; 
Jer. xi. 11; xiv. 12; Ezek. viii. 18; Mic. iii. 4; Zech. vii. 13. 


Verse 30. Why herein is a marvellous thing] As if 
he had said, This is wonderful indeed! Is it. possible 
that such persons as you are, whose business it is to 
distinguish good from evil, and who pretend to know 
a true from a false prophet, cannot decide in a case 
so plain? Has not the man opened my eyes? Is not 
the miracle known to all the town; and could any one 
do it who was not endued with the power of God? 

Verse 31. God heareth not sinners] I believe the 
word duaprodwy signifies heathens, or persons not pro- 
selyted to the Jewish religion; and therefore it is put 
in opposition to GeoosBnc, a worshipper of the true God. 
See the note on Luke vii. 37. But in what sense may 
it be said, following our common version, that God 
heareth not sinners? When they regard iniquity in 
their heart—when they wish to be saved, and yet abide 
in their sins—when they will not separate themselves 
from the workers and works of iniquity. In all these 
eases, God hearcth not sinners. 

Verse 32. Since the world began] Ex Tov atwvoe, 
From the age—probably meaning from the commence- 
ment of time. Neither Moses nor the prophets have 
ever opened the eyes of a man who was born blind: 
if this person then were not the best of beings, would 
God grant him a privilege which he has hitherto 
denied to his choicest favourites 1 

Opened the eyes of one that was born blind.) It will 
readily appear that our Lord performed no surgical 
operation in this cure: the man was born blind, and 
he was restored to sight by the power of God; the 
simple means used could have had no effect in the 
cure; the miracle is therefore complete. That there 
are cases, in which a person who was born blind may 
be restored to sight by surgical means, we know: but 
no such means were used by Christ: and it is worthy 
of remark that, from the foundation of the world, no 
person born blind has been restored to sight, even by 
surgical operation, till about the year of our Lord, 1728; 
when the celebrated Dr. Cheselden, by couching the 
eyes of a young man, 14 years of age, who had been 
born blind, restored him to perfect soundness, This 
was the effect of well directed surgery: that perform- 
ed by Christ was a miracle. 

Verse 33. If this man were not of God, &e.} Al 
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cast out of the synagogue. 
34 “| They answered and said 4,M. 4033. 


unto him, * Thou wast altogether An. Olymp. 
CCI. 1. 

born in sins, and dost thou teach 

us? And they * cast him out. 

35 “| Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out; and when he had found him, he said unto 
him, Dost thou believe on ¥ the Son of God? 

36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, 
that I might believe on him? 

37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both 
seen him, and ? it is he that talketh with thee. 


38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he 
worshipped him. 
Y Ver. 16.—— Ver. 2.—~ Or, excommunicated him, ver. 22. 


Y Matt. xiv. 33; xvi. 16; Marki.1; chap. x. 36; 1 John v. 13. 
2 Chap. iv. 26. 


very just conclusion: God is the fountain of all good : 
all good must proceed from him, and no good can be 
done but through him ; if this person were not com- 
missioned by the good God, he could not perform such 
beneficent miracles as these. j 

Verse 34. Thou wast altogether born in sins] 
Thou hast not only been a vile wretch in some other 
pre-existent state, but thy parents also have been 
grossly iniquitous; therefore thou and they are pun- 
ished by this blindness : Thou wast altogether born in 
sins—thou art no other than a sinful lump of deform- 
ity, and utterly unfit to have any connection with those 
who worship God. 

And they cast him out.] They immediately excom- 
municated him, as the margin properly reads—drove 
him from their assembly with disdain, and forbade his 
farther appearing in the worship of God. ‘Thus a 
simple man, guided by the Spirit of truth, and continu- 
ing steady in his testimony, utterly confounded the 
most eminent Jewish doctors. When they had no 
longer either reason or argument to oppose to him, as a 
proof of their discomfiture and a monument of their 
reproach and shame, they had recourse to the secular 
arm, and thus silenced by political power a person 
whom they had neither reason nor religion to with- 
stand. They have had since many followers in their 
crimes. A false religion, supported by the state, has, 
by fire and sword silenced those whose truth in the 
end annihilated the system of their opponents. 

Verse 35. Dost thou believe on the Son of God 2) 
This was the same with, Dost thou believe on the 
Messiah? for these two characters were inseparable ; 
see chap. i. 34, 49; x. 36; Matt. xvi. 16; Mark i. 1. 

Verse 36. Who is he, Lord 2] It is very likely that 
the blind man did not know that it was Jesus the 
Christ who now spoke to him; for it is evident he 
had never seen him before this time; and he might 
now see him without knowing that he was the person 
by whom he was cured, till our Lord made that dis- 
covery of himself, mentioned in the following verse. 

Verse 38. And he said, Lord, I believe.] That is, 
I believe thou art the Messiah; and, to give the full 
est proof of the sincerity of his faith, he fell down 
before and adored him. Never having seen Jesus 
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Obduracy and blindness 


_ 39 4 And Jesus said, * For judg- 


Ane: ment I am come into this world, 
———— ?that they which see not might see; 
and that they which see might be made blind. 

40 And some of the Pharisees which were 


a Chap. v. 22, 27; see chap. iii. 17; xi. 47. 


before, but simply knowing that a person of that name 
had opened his eyes, he had only considered him as a 
holy man anda prophet; but now that he sees and 
hears him he is convinced of his divinity, and glorifies 
him as his Saviour. We may hear much of Jesus, 
but can never know his glories and excellencies till he 
has discovered himself to our hearts by his own Spirit ; 
then we éelieve on him, trust him with our souls, and 
trust in him for our salvation. The word xvpie has 
two meanings : it signifies Lord, or Sovereign Ruler, 
and Sir, a title of civil respect. In the latter sense 
it seems evidently used in the 36th verse, because the 
poor man did not then know that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah; in the former sense it is used in this verse— 
now the healed man knew the quality of his benefactor. 

Verse 39. For judgment I am come] I am come 
to manifest and execute the just judgment of God: 1. 
By giving sight to the blind, and light to the Gen- 
tiles who sit in darkness. 2. By removing the true 
light from those who, pretending to make a proper use 
of it, only abuse the mercy of God. In a word, sal- 
vation shall be taken away from the Jews, because 
they reject it; and the kingdom of God shall be given 
to the Gentiles. 

Verse 40. Are we blind also?] These Pharisees 
understood Christ as speaking of blindness in a sportt- 
ual sense, and wished to know if he considered them 
in that state. 

Verse 41. If ye were blind] If ye had not had suf- 
ficient opportunities to have acquainted yourselves with 
my Divine nature, by the unparalleled miracles which 
T have wrought before you, and the holy doctrine which 
I have preached, then your rejecting me could not be 
imputed to you as sin; but because ye say, we see— 
we are perfectly capable of judging between a true 
and false prophet, and can from the Scriptures point 
out the Messiah by his works—on this account you 
are guilty, and your sin is of no common nature, it re- 
maineth, i. e. it shall not be expiated: as ye have 
rejected the Lord from being your deliverer, so the 
Lord has rejected you from being his people. When 
the Scripture speaks of sin remaining, it is always put 
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of the Pharisees. 


with him heard these words, * and 4, ™, 4033. 

said unto him, Are we blind also? An. Olymp. 
41 Jesus said unto them, If ye 

were blind, ye should have no sin; but now ye 

say, We sce; therefore your sin remaineth. 


b Matt. xiii. 13; Mark iv. 12.——¢ Rom. ii. 19.——4 Ch. xv. 22, 24, 


in opposition to pardon; for pardon is termed the 
taking away of sin, chap. i. 29; Psa. xxxii. 5, And 
this is the proper import of the phrase, ageoe Tor 
Gaptiwv, which occurs so frequently in the sacred 
writings. 


1. Tue history of the man who was born blind and 
cured by our Lord is, in every point of view, in- 
structive. His simplicity, his courage, his constancy, 
and his gratitude are all so many subjects worthy of 
attention and emulation. He certainly confessed the 
truth at the most imminent risk of his life ; and there- 
fore, as Stephen was the first martyr for Christianity, 
this man was the first confessor. The power and 
influence of TRuTH, in supporting its friends and con- 
founding its adversaries, are well exemplified in him ; 
and not less so, that providence of God by which 
he was preserved from the malice of these bad men. 
The whole story is related with inimitable simplicity, 
and cannot be read by the most cold-hearted without 
extorting the exclamation, How forcible are right words ! 

2. It has already been remarked that, since the 
world began, there is no evidence that any man born 
blind was ever restored to sight by surgical means, 
till the days of Mr. Cheselden, who was a celebrated 
surgeon at St. Thomas’s Hospital, London. For 
though, even before the Christian era, there is 
reason to believe that both the Greek and Roman 
physicians performed operations to remove blindness 
occasioned by the cataract, yet we know of none of 
these ever attempted on the eyes of those who had 
been born blind, much less of any such persons being 
restored to sight. The cure before us must have 
been wholly miraculous—no appropriate means were 
used to effect it. What was done had rather a ten- 
dency to prevent and destroy sight than to help or 
restore it. The blindness in question was probably 
occasioned by a morbid structure of the organs of 
sight ; and our Lord, by his sovereign power, instan- 
taneously restored them to perfect soundness, without 
the intervention of any healing process. In this case 
there could be neither deception nor collusion. 


CHAPTER X. 


Christ speaks the parable of the sheepfold, 1-6. 


the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, 11-18. 
His discourse with the Jews at the temple, on the 


Having asserted that he was one with the Father, the Jews atiempt to stone him, 30, 


revile and some vindicate our Lord, 19-21. 

dedication, 22-29. 

31. He vindicates his conduct, and appeals to his 

escapes, and retires beyond Jordan, 39, 40. 
1 


Proclaims himself the door of the sheepfold, 7-10, and 


The Jews are again divided, and some 


feast of 


works, 32-38. They strive to apprehend him; he 


Many resort to and believe on him there, 41, 42. 
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The parable of 


A. M. 4033. ERILY, verily, I say unto you, 
neces uy 4 He that eehanee by like 
door into the sheepfold, but climb- 
eth up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber. 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


ST. JOHN. 


the sheepfold. 


% But he that » entereth in by the oh ag 
door is the shepherd of the sheep. An. Olymp. 
. CCIL 1. 
3 To himthe porter openeth: ° and 
the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his 
own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 


a Jer. xxiii. 21; Ezek. xxxiv. 23; Mic. ii. 12.——> Psa. cx. 4; Matt. 


vii. 15; Acts xx. 28.—¢ Isa. xliii. 1; Matt. xxv.34,41; Acts xx. 31. 


NOTES ON CHAP. X. 

Verse 1. Verily, verily, &c.| From ver. 6, we 
learn that this is a parable, 1. e. a representation of 
heavenly things through the medium of earthly things. 
Some think our Lord delivered this discourse immedi- 
ately after that mentioned in the preceding chapter ; 
others think it was spoken not less than three months 
after. The former, says Bishop Pearce, was spoken 
at the feast of tabernacles, see chap. vii., or about the 
end of September, and this at the feast of dedication, 
or in December. See ver. 22. 

Christ, says Calmet, having declared himself to be 
the light of the world, which should blind some while 
it illuminated others, chap. ix. 41, continues his dis- 
course, and, under the similitude of a shepherd and 
his flock, shows that he was about to form his Church 
of Jews and Gentiles, and that into it he would admit 
none but those who heard his voice. The unbeliey- 
ing and presumptuous Jews, who despised his doc- 
trine, are the sheep which hear not the voice of 
the shepherd: the proud and self-sufficient Pharisees 
are those who imagine they see clearly while they 
are blind. The dlind who become illuminated are the 
Gentiles and Jews who turn from their sins and believe 
in Jesus. 

The light of the world, the good shepherd, and the 
door which leads into the sheepfold, are all to be un- 
derstood as meaning Jesus Christ; the hireling shep- 
herds, the wilfully blind; the murderers and robbers 
are the false Christs, false prophets, scribes, Pharisees, 
wicked hireling priests, and ungodly ministers of all 
sorts, whether among primitive Jews or modern 
Christians. 

Our Lord introduces this discourse in a most solemn 
manner, Verily, verily !—Amen, amen !—it is true, it 
as true!—a Hebraism for, This is a most important 
and interesting truth ; a truth of the utmost concern to 
mankind. At all times our Lord speaks what is infal- 
libly true ; but when he delivers any truths with this 
particular asseveration, it is either, 1. Because they 
are of greater importance ; or, 2. because the mind of 
man is more averse from them; or, 3. because the 
small number of those who will practise them may 
render them incredible. Quesnel. 

He that entereth not by the door} Christ assures 
us, ver. 7, that he is the door; whoever, therefore, 
enters not by Jesus Christ into the pastoral office, is 
no other than a thief and a robber in the sheepfold. 
And he enters not by Jesus Christ who enters with a 
prospect of any other interest besides that of Christ 
and his people. Ambition, avarice, love of ease, a de- 
sire to enjoy the conveniences of life, to be distinguish- 
ed from the crowd, to promote the interests of one’s 
family, and even the sole design of providing against 
want—these are all ways by which thieves and robbers 
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enter into the Church. And whoever enters by any 
of these ways, or by simony, craft, solicitation, &c., 
deserves no better name. Acting through motives of 
self-interest, and with the desire of providing for him- 
self and his family, are innocent, yea, laudable, in a 
secular business; but to enter into the ministerial of- 
fice through motives of this kind is highly criffinal 
before God. 

Verse 2. He that entereth in by the door] Observe 
here the marks, qualities, and duties of a good pastor : 
The first mark is, that he has a lawful entrance into 
the ministry by the internal call of Christ, namely, by 
an impulse proceeding from his Spirit, upon considera- 
tions which respect only his glory, and upon motives 
which aim at nothing but the good of his Church, the 
salvation of souls, the doing the will of God, and the 
sacrificing himself entirely to his service, and to that 
of the meanest of his flock. 

Verse 3. To him the porter openeth] Sir Isaac 
Newton observes that our Lord being near the temple, 
where sheep were kept in folds to be sold for sacri- 
fices, spoke many things parabolically of sheep, of 
their shepherds, and of the door to the sheepfold ; and 
discovers that he alluded to the sheepfolds which were 
to be hired in the market place, by speaking of such 
folds as a thief could not enter by the door, nor the 
shepherd himself open, but a porter opened to the shep- 
herd. In the porter opening the door to the true shep- 
herd, we may discover the second mark of a true mi- 
nister—his labour is crowned with success. The Holy 
Spirit opens his way into the hearts of his hearers, and 
he becomes the instrument of their salvation. See Col. 
iv: 3S. 2° Cor! i. 1259 Corrxvir9 -?Reveni. 8: 

The sheep hear his voice] A third mark of a good 
shepherd is that he speaks so as to instruct the peo- 
ple—the sheep hear wis voice; he does not take the 
Jat and the fleece, and leave another hireling on less 
pay to do the work of the pastoral office. No: him- 
self preaches Christ Jesus the Lord, and in that sim- 
plicity too that is best calculated to instruct the com- 
mon people. A man who preaches in such a language 
as the people cannot comprehend may do for a stage- 
player or a mountebank, but not ror a minister of Christ. 

He calleth his own sheep hy name] A fourth mark 
of a good pastor is that he is well acquainted with his 
flock ; he knows them by name—he takes care to ac- 
quaint himself with the spiritual states of all those that 
are entrusted to him. He speaks to them concerning 
their souls, and thus getting a thorough knowledge of 
their state he is the better qualified to profit them by 
his public ministrations. He who has not a proper 
acquaintance with the Church of Christ, can never by 
his preaching build it up in its most holy faith. 

And leadeth them out.) A fifth mark of a good 
shepherd is, he leads the flock, does not lord it over 
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Jesus is the true CHAP. X. shepherd of the sheep. 
A.M. 4033. 4 And 4 when he putteth forth his| were which he spake unto 4,™ 4039 
Seoyae own sheep, he goeth before them, | them. An, Olymp 


——— and the sheep follow him: for they 
know his voice. 

5 And °*a stranger will they not follow, but 
will flee from him : for they know not the voice 
of strangers. 

6 This f parable spake Jesus unto them : 
but they understood not what things they 


7% Then said Jesus unto them 
again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am 
the door of the sheep. 

8 All that ever came before me are thieves 
and robbers: but the sheep did not hear 
them. 

9 ©] am the door: by me if any man enter 


42 Sam. vii.8; Jer. xvii. 16; Matt. xxv. 32. 


eGal.i.8; 1 Thess. 


y. 21.—* Ezekiel xx. 49.—8 Chap. xiv. 6; Ephesians 11. 18 


God’s heritage; nor attempt, by any rigorous disci- 
pline not founded on the Gospel of Christ, to drive men 
into the way of life; nor drive them owt of it, which 
many do, by a severity which isa disgrace to the mild 
Gospel of the God of peace and love. 

He leads them out of themselves to Christ, out of 
the follies, diversions, and amusements of the world, 
into the path of Christian holiness: in a word, he leads 
them, by those gentle yet powerful persuasions that 
flow from a heart full of the word and love of Christ, 
into the kingdom and glory of his God. 

Verse 4. He goeth before them] A sixth mark of 
a true pastor is, he gives them a good example: he 
not only preaches, but he lives, the truth of the Gos- 
pel; he enters into the depths of the salvation of God ; 
and, having thus explored the path, he knows how to 
lead those who are entrusted to his care into the ful- 
ness of the blessings of the Gospel of peace. He who 
does not endeavour to realize in his own soul the truths 
which he preaches to others will soon be as salt with- 
out its savour; his preaching cannot be accompanied 
with that unction which alone can make it acceptable 
and profitable to those whose hearts are right with God. 
The minister who is in this state of salvation the sheep, 
genuine Christians, will follow, for they know his voice. 
It was the custom in the eastern countries for the 
shepherd to go at the head of his sheep, and they fol- 
lowed him from pasture to pasture. J have seen many 
hundreds of sheep thus following their shepherd on the 
extensive downs in the western parts of England. 

Verse 5. And a stranger will they not follow] 
That is, a man who, pretending to be a shepherd of 
the flock of God, is a stranger to that salvation which 
he professes to preach. His mode of preaching soon 
proves, to those whose hearts are acquainted with the 
truths of God, that he is a stranger to them; and 
therefore, knowing him to have got into the fold in an 
improper way, they consider him a thief, a robber, and 
a murderer; and who can blame them if they wholly 
desert his ministry ? There are preachers of this kind 
among all classes. 

Verse 7. I am the door of the sheep.] It is through 
me only that a man can have a lawful entrance into 
the ministry ; and it is through me alone that mankind 
can be saved. Instead of, I am the door, the Sahidic 
version reads, I am the shepherd ; but this reading is 
iound in no other version, nor in any MS. It is evi- 
dently a mistake of the scribe. 

Verse 8. All that ever came before me] Or, as 
some translate, all that came instead of me, Tpo EHOv, 
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i. e. all that came as the Christ, or Messiah, such as 
Theudas, and Judas the Gaulonite, who are mention- 
ed, Acts v. 36, 37; and who were indeed no other 
than thieves, plundering the country wherever they 
came; and murderers, not only slaying the simple peo- 
ple who resisted them, but leading the multitudes of 
their followers to the slaughter. 

But our Lord probably refers to the scribes and 
Pharisees, who pretended to show the way of sal- 
vation to the people—who in fact stole into the fold, 
and clothed themselves with the fleece, and devoured 
the sheep. 

The words, po guov, before me, are wanting in 
EGMS, Mt. BKV, seventy others; Syriac, Persic, 
Syriac Hieros., Gothic, Saxon, Vulgate, eleven copies 
of the Ztala; Basil, Cyril, Chrysostom, Theophylact, 
Euthymius, Augustin, and some others. Griesbach 
has left them in the text with a note of doubtfulness. 
The reason why these words are wanting in so many 
respectable MSS., versions, and fathers, is probably 
that given by Theophylact, who says that the Mani- 
cheans inferred from these words that all the Jewish 
prophets were impostors. But our Lord has borne 
sufficient testimony to their inspiration in a variety of 
places. 

KAerrne, and Ayorne, the thief and the robber, should 
be properly distinguished ; one takes by cunning and 
stealth ; the other openly and by violence. It would 
not be difficult to find bad ministers who answer to 
both these characters. Tithes have been often en- 
forced and collected in a most exceptionable manner, 
and in a most disgraceful spirit. 

The reflection of pious Quesnel on this verse is well 
worth attention. A pastor ought to remember that 
whoever boasts of being the way of salvation, and the 
gate of heaven, shows himself to be a thief and an un- 
postor ; and though few are arrived at this degree of 
folly, yet there are many who rely too much upon 
their own talents, eloquence, and labours, as if the sal- 
vation of the sheep depended necessarily thereon : in 
which respect they are always rodders, since they rob 
the grace of Christ of the glory of saving the sheep. 
God often puts such pastors to shame, by not opening 
the hearts of the people to receive their word: while 
he blesses those who are humble, in causing them to 
be heard with attention, and accompanying their preach- 
ing with an unction which converts and saves souls. 
Let every man know that in this respect his sufficiency 
and success are of the Lord. 

Verse 9. Iam the door: by me if any man enter 
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Character of the false 


A, M 4033. in, he shall be saved, and shall go 


An. Olymp. in and out, and find pasture. 
—. 10 The thief cometh not, but for 
to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 
come that they might have life, and that they 
might have 7t more abundantly. 

11 *Iam the good sheperd: the good shep- 
herd giveth his life for the sheep. 

12 But he that is a hireling, and not the 


uJsa. xl. 11; Ezekiel xxxiv. 12, 23; xxxvii. 24; Heb. xiii. 20; 


&c.] Those who come for salvation to God, through 
Christ, shall obtain it: he shall be saved—he shall have 
his sins blotted out, his soul purified, and himself pre- 
served unto eternal life. This the scribes and Pha- 
risees could neither promise nor impart. 

Go in and out] This phrase, in the style of the 
Hebrews, points out all the actions of a man’s life, and 
the liberty he has of acting, or not acting. A good 
shepherd conducts his flock to the fields where good 
pasturage is to be found; watches over them while 
there, and brings them back again and secures them in 
the fold. So he that is taught and called of God feeds 
the flock of Christ with those truths of his word of 
grace which nourish them unto eternal life; and God 
blesses together both the shepherd and the sheep, so 
that goung out and coming in they find pasture: every 
occurrence is made useful to them; and all things 
work together for their good. 

Verse 10, But for to steal, and to kill, and to des- 
troy] ‘Those who enter into the priesthood that they 
may enjoy the revenues of the Church, are the basest 
and vilest of thieves and murderers. Their ungodly 
conduct is a snare to the simple, and the occasion of 
much scandal to the cause of Christ. Their doctrine 
is deadly; they are not commissioned by Christ, and 
therefore they cannot profit the people. Their cha- 
racter is well pointed out by the Prophet Ezekiel, 
chap. xxxiv. 2, &c. Wo be to the shepherds of 
Israel, that do feed themselves! Ye eat the fat, and 
ye clothe you with the wool; ye kill them that are 
fed: but ye feed not the flock, &e. How can worldly- 
minded, hireling, fox-hunting, and card-playing priests 
read these words of the Lord, without trembling to the 
centre of their souls! Wo to those parents who bring 
up their children merely for Church honours and emo- 
luments! Suppose a person have all the Church’s 
revenues, if he have God’s wo, how miserable is his 
portion! Let none apply this censure to any one class 
of preachers, exclusively. 

That they might have life] My doctrine tends to 
life, because it is the true doctrine—that of the false 
and bad shepherds tends to death, because it neither 
comes from nor can lead to that God who is the foun- 
tain of life. 

Might have it more abundantly.] That they might 
have an abundance, meaning either of life, or of all 
necessary good things ; greater felicity than ever was 
enjoyed under any period of the Mosaic dispensation ; 
and it is certain that Christians have enjoyed greater 
blessings and privileges than were ever possessed by 
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shepherds and teachers. 
shepherd, whose own the sheep ao 


are not, seeth the wolf coming, and An. Olymp. 
CCH. 
ileaveth the sheep, and fleeth : and ————_ 
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 
sheep. 

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is a hire- 
ling, and careth not for the sheep. 

14 I am the good shepherd, and * know my 


sheep, and am known of mine. 


1 Peter ii. 25; v. 4.——i Zech. xi. 16, 17.——* 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


the Jews, even in the promised land. If repiccov be 
considered the accusative fem. Attic, agreeing with 
Sonv, (see Parkhurst,) then it signifies more abundant 
life, that is, eternal life; or spiritual blessings muck 
greater than had ever yet been communicated to man, 
preparing for a glorious immortality. Jesus is come 
that men may have abundance; abundance of grace, 
peace, love, life, and salvation. Blessed be Jesus ! 

Verse 11. Lam the good shepherd] Whose cha- 
racter is the very reverse of that which has already 
been described. In verses 7 and 9, our Lord had 
called himself the door of the sheep, as being the sole 
way to glory, and entrance into eternal life ; here he 
changes the thought, and calls himself the shepherd, 
because of what he was to do for them that believe in 
him, in order to prepare them for eternal glory. 

Giveth his life for the sheep.| That is, gives up his 
soul as a sacrifice to save them from eternal death. 

Some will have the phrase here only to mean 
hazarding his life in order to protect others; but the 
15th, 17th, and 18th verses, as well as the whole 
tenor of the new covenant, sufficiently prove that the 
first sense is that in which our Lord’s words should be 
understood. 

Verse 12. But he that is a hireling] Or, as my 
old MS. Bible reads it, the matchaunt, he who makes 
merchandise of men’s souls; bartering them, and his 
own too, for filthy lucre. Let not the reader apply 
this, or any of the preceding censures, to any particu- 
lar class or order of men: every religious party may 
have a hireling priest, or minister ; and where the pro- 
vision is the greatest there the danger is most. 

Whose own the sheep are not] A hireling priest, who 
has never been the instrument of bringing souls to God, 
will not abide with them in the time of danger or per- 
secution. They are not the produce of his labour, 
faith, and prayers: he has no other interest in their 
welfare than that which comes from the fleece and the 
fat. The hireling counts the sheep his own, no longer 
than they are profitable to him; the good shepherd 
looks upon them as his, so long as he-can be profitable 
to them. 

Among the ancient Jews some kept their own flocks, 
others Aired shepherds to keep them for them. And 
every owner must naturally have felt more interest in 
the preservation of his flock than the hireling could 
possibly feel. : 

Verse 14. J—know my sheep] I know, ta eua, 
them that are mine: I know their hearts, their wishes, 
their purposes, their circumstances ; and I approve of 

1 


Our Lord’s farther 


eg 15 'As the Father knoweth me, 


Soha even so know I the Father: ™ and 
—— I lay down my life for the sheep. 

16 And * other sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; ° and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd. 

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, ? be- 
cause I lay down my life, that I might take it 
again. 

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it 


CHAP. X. 


discourse with the Jews. 
A. M. 4033. 

down of myself. I have power to ae i) of 
lay it down, and I 4 have power to An. Olymp. 


CCIL 1. 


take it again. * This commandment 
have I received of my Father. 

19 4 *' There was a division therefore again 
among the Jews for these sayings. 

20 And many of them said, ‘He hath a 
devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 

21 Others said, These are not the words of 
him that hath a devil. “Can a devil ¥ open 
the eyes of the blind? 


1 Matt. xi. 27.——™ Chap. xv. 13. 
Xxxvil, 22; Eph. ii.14; 1 Pet. ii. 25, 
ll. 9. 4 Chap. ii. 19. 


o[sa, lvi. 8, © Ezek. 
PIsa, liii. 7,8, 12; Heb. 


them ; for in this sense the word to know is often taken 
in the Scriptures. Homer represents the goatherds 
as being so well acquainted with their own, though 
mixed with others, as easily to distinguish them. 


Tove 8, @¢’ aumoda tate’ atywv atroAot avdpec 
'Peva dtakpivewowy, eres Ke vouw pryeworv. Miad. 2. 474, 


“* As goat-herds separate their numerous flocks 
With ease, though fed promiscuous.” 


And am known of mine.] They -know me as their 
father, protector, and saviour; they acknowledge me 
and my truth before the world; and they approve of 
me, my word, my ordinances, and my people, and ma- 
nifest this by their attachment to me, and their zeal for 
my glory. The first clause of the 15th verse should 
be joined to the fourteenth. 

Verse 16. Other sheep I have] The Gentiles and 
Samaritans. As if our Lord had said, Do not imagine 
that I shall lay down my life for the Jews, exclusively 
of all other people; no: I shall die also for the Gen- 
tiles; for dy the grace, the merciful design and loving 
purpose of God, I am to taste death for every man, 
Heb. ii. 9; and, though they are not of this fold now, 
those among them that believe shall be wnzted with the 
believing Jews, and made one fold under one shepherd, 
Eph. ii. 13-17. 

The original word, avay, which is here translated 
fold, signifies properly a court. It is probable that 
our blessed Lord was now standing in what was term- 
ed the inner court, or court of the people, in the tem- 
ple, see ver. 23; and that he referred to the outer 
court, or court of the Gentiles, because the Gentiles 
who were proselytes of the gate were permitted to 
worship in that place; but only those who were cir- 
cumcised were petmitted to come into the inner court, 
over the entrance of which were written, in large cha- 
racters of gold, these words, Let no uncircumcised per- 
son enter here! Our Lord therefore might at this time 
have pointed out to the worshippers in that court, when 
he spoke these words, and the people would at once 
perceive that he meant the Gentiles. 

Verse 17. Therefore doth my Father love me] As 
I shall be shortly crucified by you, do not imagine that 
Tam abandoned by my heavenly Father, and therefore 
fall thus into your hands. The Father loveth me par- 
ticularly on this account, because I am going to lay 

Vox. I. ( 38 ) 


§ Chap. vii. 43; ix. 
4 Exod, iv: 11; Psa. xciv. 


‘Chap. vi. 38; xv. 10; Acts ii. 24, 32. 
16. ‘Chap. vil, 20; viii: 48, 52. 
9; exlvi. 8, v Chap. ix. 6, 7, 32, 33: 


down my life for the life of the world. Again, do not 
suppose that I shall be put to death by your rulers, be- 
cause I have not strength to resist them. J LAY DowN 
my life voluntarily and cheerfully ; no one cati take if 
away from me, see ver. 18; and [ shall give you the 
fullest proof of my supreme power by raising, in three 
days, that very crucified, wounded body from the grave. 

Verse 18. I have power] Or, authority, eovoray, 
Our Lord speaks of himself here as man, or the Mes- 
siah, as being God’s messenger, and sent upon eartli 
to fulfil the Divine will, in dying and rising again for 
the salvation of men. 

This commandment have I received] That is, I act 
according to the Divine commandment in executing 
these things, and giving you this information. 

Verse 19. There was a division] Syicpua; a schism, 
a rent. They were divided in their opinions ; one part 
received the light, and the other resisted it. 

Again] There was a dissension of this kind before 
among the same people; see chap. ix. 16. 

Verse 20. He hath a devil, and is mad] So, then, 
a demoniac and a madman were not exactly the same 
in the apprehension of the Jews; no more than the 
effect is the same with the cause which produces it. 
Some will have it that, when the Jews told our Lord 
that he had a demon, they meant no more than that he 
was deranged ; but here these matters are evidently 
distinguished. They believed him to be possessed by 
a demon, who deranged his faculties, and that he must 
have been a wicked man, and a deceiver, thus to be 
put under the power of such a spirit. 

Verse 21. These are not the words of him that hath 
a devil.| If he were deranged by an unclean spirit, 
his words would bear a similitude to the spirit that 
produced them; but these are words of deep sensé, 
soberness, and piety: besides, could a demoniac open 
the eyes of blind men? This is not the work of a de-~ 
mon. Now we have seen that this man has restored 
aman who was born blind. Therefore it is demon- 
strably evident that he is neither a madman nor a de~ 
moniac. 

Behold the usage which the blessed Lord received 
from his creatures! And behold with what meekness 
and gentleness he conducts himself !—not a word of 
impatience proceeds from his lips; nor a look of con- 
tempt or indignation is seen in his face. And what 
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The Jews inquire of Jesus 


iM. ea 22 4 And it was at Jerusalem the 
An, om w feast of the dedication, and it was 


winter. 
23 And Jesus walked in the temple, * in 
Solomon’s porch. 
24 Then came the Jews round about him, 


ST. JOHN. 


whether he were the Christ. 
and said unto him, How long dost 4, M4035. 


thou ¥ make us to doubt? If thou An. Olymp. 
; : CCIi.1. 
be the Christ, tell us plainly. i a 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and 
ye believe not: ” the works that I do in my 
Father’s name, they bear witness of me. 


wl Mac. iv. 59.—* Acts iii. 1]; v. 12. 


z Ver. 38; chap. iii. 2; v. 36. 


y Or, hold us in suspense. 


was he doing to merit all this? Why, he was instruct- 
ing the ignorant, and telling the wretched that he was 
just going to die to save their souls! Amazing love of 
God, and ingratitude and obduracy of men! Let not 
the disciple suppose that, in this respect, he shall be 
above bis master. Whena minister of Christ has done 
his utmost to do good to his fellow creatures, let him 
not be surprised if he meet with nothing from many 
but reproaches and persecutions for his pains. The 
grand point is to take Jesus for an example of suffer- 
ing, and to be armed with the same mind. It appears 
that the words spoken by the friendly Jews prevailed ; 
and that the others were obliged to abandon the field. 

Verse 22. The feast of the dedication] This was a 
feast instituted by Judas Maccabeus, in commemora- 
tion of his purifying the temple after it had been de- 
filed by Antiochus Epiphanes. ‘This feast began on 
the twenty-fifth of the month Cisleu, (which answers 
to the eighteenth of our December,) and continued for 
eight days. When Antiochus had heard that the Jews 
had made great rejoicings, on account of a report that 
had been spread of his death, he hastened out of Egypt 
to Jerusalem, took the city by storm, and slew of the 
inhabitants in three days forty thousand persons ; and 
forty thousand more he sold for slaves to the neigh- 
bouring nations. Not contented with this, he sacri- 
ficed a great sow on the altar of burnt offerings ; and, 
broth being made by his command of some of the flesh, 
he sprinkled it all over the temple, that he might defile 
it to the uttermost. See Prideaux’s Connection, vol. 
iii. p. 236, edit. 1725. After this, the whole of the 
temple service seems to have been suspended for three 
years, great dilapidations having taken place also in 
various parts of the buildings: see 1 Mace. iv. 36, &c. 
As Judas Maccahaus not only restored the temple 
service, and cleansed it from pollution, &c., but also 
repaired the ruins of it, the feast was called ta eyxaia, 
the renovation. 

It was winter.) Xe yy, or, it was stormy or 
rainy weather. And this is the reason, probably, why 
our Lord is represented as walking in Solomon’s 
porch, or portico, ver. 23. Though it certainly was 
in winter when this feast was held, yet it does not 
appear that the word above refers so much to the 
time of the year as to the state of the weather. In- 
deed, there was no occasion to add it was winter, 
when the feast of the dedication was mentioned, be- 
cause every body knew that, as that feast was held on 
the twenty-fifth of the month Cisleu, it was in the 
winter season. 

John has here omitted all that Jesus did from the 
time when he left Jerusalem, after the feast of taber- 
nacles in September was ended, until the feast of the 
dedication in the December following; and he did it 
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probably because he found that the other evangelists 
had given an account of what our Lord did in the 
interval. St. Luke relates what our Lord did on his 
way from Galilee to Jerusalem, to this feast, chap. 
xvii. 11-37; xviii. 1-14. Observe, likewise, that 
this time here mentioned was the fourth time (ac- 
cording to John’s account) that Jesus went up to the 
feasts at Jerusalem in about a year: for, first, he 
went up to the feast of the passover, chap. ii. 13; 
neat to the feast of pentecost, as it seems to have been, 
chap. v. 1; then to the feast of tabernacles, chap. vil. 
2, 10; and, astly, to the feast of the passover in 
which he was crucified. John seems purposely to 
have pointed out his presence in Jerusalem at these 
four feasts, because all the other evangelists have 
omitted the mention of every one of them. See Bishop 
Pearce ; and see the note on chap. v. 1. 

Verse 23. Solomon’s porch.| By what we find in 
Josephus, Ant. b. xx. ¢. 8, s. 7, a portico built by 
Solomon,. on the east side of the outer court of the 
temple, was left standing by Herod, when he rebuilt 
the temple. This portico was four hundred cubits 
long, and was left standing, probably, because of its 
grandeur and beauty. But when Agrippa came to 
Jerusalem, a few years before the destruction of the 
city by the Romans, and about eighty years after 
Herod had begun his building, (till which time what 
Herod had begun was not completed,) the Jews soli- 
cited Agrippa to repair this portico at his own expense, 
using for argument, not only that the building was 
growing ruinous, but that otherwise exghteen thousand 
workmen, who had all of them, until then, been em- 
ployed in carrying on the works of the temple, would 
be all at once deprived of a livelihood. 

Verse 24. How long dost thou make us to doubt ?} 
Or, How long dost thou kill us with suspense? wc 
more Thy woyny huwv arpecc, literally, How long wilt 
thou take away our life? Mr. Markland would read 
atwpete for atpecc, which amounts nearly to the same 
sense with the above. The Jews asked this question 
through extreme perfidiousness: they wished to get 
him to declare himself king of the Jews, that they 
might accuse him to the Roman governor; and by it 
they insolently insinuated that all the proofs he had 
hitherto given them of his Divine mission were good 
for nothing. 

Verse 25. I told you, &c.] That is, I told you 
before what I tell you now again, that the works which 
I do, bear testimony to me. I have told you that 7 
am the light of the world: the Son of God: the good 
shepherd: that Iam come to save—to give life—to 
give liberty—to redeem you: that, in order to this, T 
must die, and rise again; and that I am absolute 
master of my life, and of my death. Have you not 

(Ge38= ee) 


Christ asserts himself to be the 
ee 26 But *ye believe not, because 
Aan ye are not of my sheep, as I said 
unto you. 

27 » My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and 
° they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. 

29 4 My Father, * which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand. 


CHAP. X. 


Messiah, and to be one with God 


30 I and my Father 
one. 

31 9 Then %the Jews took up 
Stones again to stone him. 

32 Jesus answered them, Many good works 
have I showed you from my Father ; for which 
of those works do ye stone me? 

33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a 
good work we stone thee not ; but for blasphe- 
my; and because that thou, being a man, 


h makest thyself God. 


A. M. 4033 

are “Kb. 29. 
An. Olymp. 
CCIL 1. 


2 Chap. viii. 47; 1 John iv. 6— Ver. 4, 14. 
xvii. 11, 123 xviii. 9. 


¢ Chap. vi. 37; 


4 Chap. xiv. 28, © Chap. xvii. 2, 6, é¢——f Chay xvii. 11, 
22, € Chap. vill. 59.——h Chap. v. 


noticed my omniscience, in searching and discovering 
the very secrets of your hearts? Have you not seen 
my omnzpotence in the miracles which I have wrought ? 
Have not all these been sufficient to convince you !— 
and yet ye will not believe !—See the works which 
bore testimony to him, as the Messiah, enumerated, 
Matt. xi. 5: 

Verse 26. Ye are not of my sheep] Ye have not 
the disposition of those who come unto me to be in- 
structed and saved : see what follows. 

Verse 27. My sheep hear my voice] But ye seat 
not hear :—my sheep follow me; but ye will neither 
follow nor acknowledge me. Any person who reads 
without prejudice may easily see, that our Lord does 
not at all insinuate that these persons could not be- 
lieve, because God had made it impossible to them ; 
but simply because they did not hear and follow 
Christ, which the whole of our blessed Lord’s dis- 
course proves that they might have done. 'The sheep 
of Christ are not those who are included in any eter- 
nal decree, to the exclusion of others from the yearn- 
ings of the bowels of eternal mercy; but they are 
those who hear, believe in, follow, and obey the Sa- 
viour of the world. 

Verse 28. They shall never perish] Why? Be- 
cause they hear my voice, and follow me; therefore I 
know, 1 approve of and love them, and give them 
eternal life. ‘They who continue to hear Christ’s 
voice, and to follow him, shall never perish. They 
give themselves up to God—believe so on Jesus that 
he lives in their hearts: God hath given unto them 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son; and he that 
hath the Son hath life, 1 John v. 11, 12. Now it is 
evident that only those who have Christ living in and 
governing their souls, so that they possess the mind 
that was in him, are his sheep—are those that shall 
never perish, because they have this eternal life abiding 
in them: therefore to talk of a man’s being one of the 
elect—one that shall never perish—one who shall 
have eternal life—who shall never be plucked out of 
the hand of God, &c., while he lives in sin, has no 
Chrivt in his heart, has either never received or fallen 
away from the grace of God, is as contrary to com- 
mon sense as it is to the nature and testimonies of the 
Most High. Final perseverance implies final faith- 
fulness—he that endures to the end shall be sayed— 
he that is faithful unto death shall have a crown of 
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life. And will any man attempt to say that he who 
does not endure to the end, and is unfaithful, shall 
ever enter into life? 

Verse 29. My Father—is greater than all] More 
powerful than all the united energies of men and 
demons. He who loves God must be happy; and he 
who fears him need fear nothing on this side eternity. 

Verse 30. I and my Father are one.] If Jesus 
Christ were not God, could he have said these words 
without being guilty of blasphemy? It is worthy of 
remark that Christ does not say, I and my Father; 
which my out translation very improperly supplies, 
and which in this place would have conveyed a widely 
different meaning: for then it would imply that the 
human nature of Christ, of which alone, I conceive, 
God is ever said to be the Father in Scripture, was 
equal to the Most High: but he says, speaking then 
as God over all, I and tur Father, eyw Kat 6 matnp év 
eouev—the Creator of all things, the Judge of all men, 
the Father of the spirits of all flesh—are oN, oNE in 
nature, ONE in all the attributes of Godhead; and one 
in all the operations of those attributes : and so it is 
evident the Jews understood him. See chap. xvii. 
I], 22. 

Verse 31. The Jews took up stones] To stone him 
as a blasphemer, Lev. xxiv. 14-16, because he said 
he was one with God. ‘The evangelist adds the word 
again, because they had attempted to do this before, 
see chap. vill. 59; but it seems they were prevented 
from doing this now by the following discourse. 

Verse 32. Many good works have I showed you| 
I have healed your sick, delivered those of you who 
were possessed from the power of demons; I have fed 
multitudes of your poor, and I have taught you in all 
places, at all times, without expense, with patience ; 
and is this my reward ? 

To show good works ot good things is a Hebraism, 
which signifies to do them really, to give good things 
liberally. The phrase is similar to the following : 
Who will sHow us any good? Psa. iv. 6; i. e. who 
shall Slee us good things. Snow us thy mercy, Psa. 
Ixxxv. 7; i. e. give us to feel the effects of thy mercy. 
Thou habe sHOWED thy people hard things, Psa. Ix. 
3; i.e. thou hast treated them with rigour. Thou 
hast sHowED me great and sore troubles, Psa. xxi. 
20; i. e. thou hast exposed me to terrible hardships. 

Verse 33. But for blasphemy] 1 have elsewhere 
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Christ vindicates himself from 


BP tt 6.34 Jesus answered them, : Is it 


An. Olymp. not written in your law, I said, Ye 

a are gods ? 

35 If he called them gods, * unto whom the 
word of God came, and the scripture cannot 
be broken ; 

36 Say ye of him, } whom the Father hath 
sanctified, and ™ sent into the world, Thou blas- 
phemest; " because I said, Lam ° the Son of God? 


Dee ES eee 


i Psa. lxxxii. 6 ——* Rom. xiii. 1——! Chap. vi. 27. m Chap. 
iii. 17; v. 36,37; vill. 42. 2 Chap. v. 17,18; ver. 30. ° Luke 


ST. JOHN. 


the cavilling of the Jews. 

A. M. 4033. 

Si,24f I do not the works of my “,") 99 
Father, believe me not. An, Qiymr. 


38 But if I do, though ye believe 
not me, ‘believe the works: that ye may 
know, and believe, * that the Father zs in me, 
and I in him. 

39 %* Therefore they sought again to 
take him: but he escaped out of their 
hand, 


ee es a See 


i.35; chap. ix.35,37.——? Chap. xv. 24.——4 Chap. v. 36 ; xiv. 10, 
jill r Chap. xiv. 10, 11; xvii. 21.—* Chap. vii. 30, 44; viii. 59. 


shown that the original word, GAacgnuecv, when ap- 
plied to,men, signifies to speak injuriously of their 
persons, character, connections, &c. ; but when applied 
to God it signifies to speak impiously, i. e€. contrary 
to his nature, perfections, the wisdom of his provi- 
dence, or goodness of his works. 

Thou, being a man] That is, only a man—makest 
thyself God. When Christ said before, ver. 30, I 
and the Father are one, had the Jews understood him 
(as many called Christians profess to do) as only say- 
ing he had a unity of sentiments with the Father, they 
would not have attempted to treat him for this as a 
blasphemer; because in this sense Abraham, Tsaac, 
Moses, David, and all the prophets, were one with 
God. But what irritated them so much was that 
they understood him as speaking of a unity of nature. 
Therefore they say here, thou makest thyself God ; 
which word they understood, not in a figurative, me- 
taphorical, or improper sense, but in the most literal 
meaning of the term. 

Verse 34. Is it not written in your law] The 
words which our Lord quotes are taken from Psa. 
Ixxxii. 6, which shows that, under the word law, our 
Lord comprised the Jewish sacred writings in general. 
See also chap. xl. 34; xv. 25. 

Ye are gods?| That is, judges, who are called 
pbs elohim. That judges are here meant appears 
from Psa. lxxxii. 2, &c., and also from what follows 
here. And this is probably the only place where the 
word o°71>x is applied to any but the true God. See 
Parkhurst under the root Wx. 

Verse 35. Unto whom the word of God came] 
Bishop Pearce thinks that ‘“‘ the word Aoyoc, here, is 
put for Aoyoc Kpicewc, the word or matter of gudgment, 
as in 2 Chron. xix. 6, where Jehoshaphat, setting up 
judges in the land of Judah, says: Take heed what ye 
do: judge not for men, but for the Lord, who is with 
you m judgment—dAoyot tng Kpicewc, in the words or 
matters of judgment,—Sept., which is nearly accord- 
ing to the Hebrew WOW 7272 bedebar mishpat, in the 
word or matter of judgment. In Deut. i. 17, when 
a charge is given to the judges that they should not 
be afraid of the face of man, this reason is given: for 
the judgment 1s God’s. Hence it appears probable 
that Aoyoc is here used for Aoyog xpicews : and it is call- 
ed Aoyoc Oeov, because it is the judgment that properly 
belongs to God, and which they who give it on earth 
give only as acting in the stead of God. A way of 
speaking very like to this is found in Heb. iv. 13, 
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where the writer says, 7po¢ dv nyuv 6 Aoyoc, with whom 
we have to do, i. e. by whom we are to be judged.” 

But the words Aoyor @cov may be here understood 
for the order, commission, or command of God; and 
so it properly signifies, Luke iii. 2; and in this sense 
it is found often employed in the Old Testament.— 
When it is there said that the word of the Lord came, 
&c., it means, God gave an order, commission, &c., to 
such a person, to declare or do such and such things. 

And the scripture cannot be broken] Av@nvat, dis- 
solved, rendered of none effect, i. e. it cannot be gain- 
sayed or set aside ; every man must believe this, be- 
cause it is the declaration of God. If those were 
termed gods who were only earthly magistrates, falli- 
ble mortals, and had no particular influence of the Di- 
vine Spirit; and that they are termed gods is evident 
from that scripture which cannot be gainsayed; what 
greater reason then have I to say, J am the Son of 
God, and one with God, when, as Messiah, I have 
been consecrated, sent into the world, to instruct and 
save men; and when, as God, I have wrought miracles 
which could be performed by no power less than that 
of omnipotence ? ' 

Verse 37. If I do not the works, &c.] I desire 
you to believe only on the evidence of my works: if 
I do not do such works as God only can perform, then 
believe me not. 

Verse 38. Believe the works} Though ye do not 
now credit what I have said to you, yet consider my 
works, and then ye will see that these works prove 
that I am in the Father and the Father in me; and, 
consequently, that I and the Father are one. This 
seems to be the force of our Lord’s argument; and 
every man must see and feel that it is conclusive.— 
There was no possibility of weakening the force of 
this reasoning, but by asserting that these miracles 
were not wrought by the power of God; and then they 
must have proved that not only a man, but a bad man, 
such as they said Jesus was, could work these mira- 
cles. As this was impossible, then the argument of 
Christ had a complete triumph. 

Verse 39. They sought again to take him] They 
could not reply to his arguments but by stones. The 
evidence of the truth could not be resisted; and they 
endeavoured to destroy the person who spoke it.-— 
Truth may confound the obstinately wicked, but it 
does not convert them; and “it is a just judgment of 
God, to leave those to perish in their gainsayings who 
obstinately continue to gainsay and disbelieve 
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Account of the 
ea 40 And went away again beyond 


ree Jordan into the place ‘where John 
—— at first baptized; and there he abode. 
41 And many resorted unto him, and said, 


t Chap. i. 28. 


«Chap. ili. 30. 


CHAP. XI. 


sickness of Lazarus. 


John did no miracle: "but all sage 

things that John spake of this man Ae Orne. 

were true. _— 
42 ¥ And many believed on him there. 


v Chap. viii. 30; xi. 45. 


But he escaped) In such a way as we know not, 
for the evangelist has not specified the manner of it. 

Verse 40. Beyond Jordan] Rather, to the side of 

‘Jordan, not beyond it. See the note on chap. vi. 22, 
and Matt. xix. 1. 

Where John at first baptized] That is, at Betha- 
bara: see chap. i. 28. Afterwards, John baptized 
at Enon: chap. ui. 23. 

Verse 42. Many believed on him there.| The peo- 
ple believed on him: 1. because of the testimony of 
John the Baptist, whom they knew to be a good and 
a wise man, and a prophet of the Lord; and they 
knew he could neither deceive nor be deceived in this 
matter; and, 2. they believed because of the miracles 
which they saw Jesus work. These fully proved that 
all that John had said of him was true. The scribes 
and Pharisees with all their science could not draw a 
conclusion so just. Truth and common sense are often 
on the side of the common people, whom the insolently 
wise, the unsanctifiedly learned, and the tyrannically 
powerful sometimes disingenuously brand with the epi- 
thets of mod and swinish multitude. 


1. Tuts and the preceding chapter contain two re- 
markable discomfitures of the Jewish doctors. In the 
former they were confounded by the testimony of a 
plain uneducated man, simply appealing to the various 
circumstances of a matter of fact, at which they cavil- 
led, and which they endeavoured to decry. In this 
chapter the wise are taken in their own craftiness : 
the Pharisees are confounded by that wisdom which 
is from above, speaking of and manifesting the deep 


things of God. Sometimes God himself stops the 
mouths of gainsayers; at other times he makes the 
simplest of his followers too mighty for the most learn- 
ed among the doctors. Ancient and modern martyr- 
ologies of the people of God abound with proofs of both 
these facts. And the persecutions of the Protestants 
by the Papists in the reign of Queen Mary afford a 
very large proportion of proofs. In these the mighty 
power of God, and the prevalence of truth, were glo- 
riously apparent. Both the word of God and the Pro- 
testant cause were nobly illustrated by those transac- 
tions. May that abomination that maketh desolate 
never more sit in the holy place! 

2. It must be remarked, by every serious reader, 
that our Lord did frequently speak of himself to the 
Jews, as being not only sent of God as their Messiah, 
but as being one with him. And it is as evident that 
in this sense the priests and Pharisees understood him; 
and it was because they would not credit this that they 
accused him of blasphemy. Now, if our Lord was 
not the person they understood him to state himself to 
be, he had the fairest opportunity, from their strong 
remonstrances, to correct their misapprehension of his 
words, if they really had mistaken his meaning—but 
this he never attempts.. He rather strengthens his 
assertions in his consequent discourses with them ; 
which, had not his positions been true, he could not 
have done, even as an honest man. He not only 
asserted himself to be equal with God, but wish- 
ed them to believe it to be true; and he amply 
confirmed this heavenly doctrine by the miracles he 
wrought. 


CHAPTER XI. 
Account of the sickness of Lazarus,1. His sisters Martha and Mary send for Christ,2. Our Lord’s discour 


with his disciples on this sickness and consequent death, 3-16. 
Martha meets Christ—their conversation, 19-27. 


the burying of Lazarus, 17, 18. 


Mary goes out to meet him, in great distress, 28-33. 
He raises Lazarus from the dead, 43-46. 

The remarkable prophecy of Caiaphas, and the consequent pro- 
Jesus withdraws into a city called Ephraim, 54. They lay wait for him 


34-42. 
council, and plot his destruction, 47, 48. 
ceedings of the Jews, 49-53. 
at the passover, 55-57, 


4 es OW a certain man was sick, 
An. Olymp. named Lazarus, of Bethany, 
Vel the town of ® Mary and her sister 
Martha. 


a Luke x. 38, 39. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XI. 
Verse 1. Lazarus, of Bethany] St. John, who sel- 
dom relates any thing but what the other evangelists 
1 


He arrwes at Bethany four days after 
She returns and 
Christ comes to the grave—his conversation there, 
The priests and Pharisees, hearing of this, hold a 


2 (>It was that Mary which anoint- 4, M. 4033. 


ed the Lord with oifftment, and An. Olymp. 
: 5 ; : CII. 3. 

wiped his feet with her hair, whose 

brother Lazarus was sick.) 


b Matt. xxvi. 7; Mark xiv. 3; chap. xii. 3. 


have omitted, does not tell us what gave rise to that 

familiar acquaintance and friendship that subsisted be- 

tween our Lord and this family. It is surprising that 
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Account of the sickness 


A.M. 4033. 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto 


An. Olymp. him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom 
CCIL 1 fat 
: thou lovest is sick. 
4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sick- 
ness is not unto death, ° but for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God might be glorified 


ST. JOHN. 


and death of Lazarus 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and 4,M- 4039: 
i r Zarus. An. Olymp. 

her sister, and Lazar Bole 


6 When he had heard therefore 
that he was sick, ¢ he abode two days still in 
the same place where he was. 

7 Then after that saith he to Ais disciples, 
Let us go into Judea again. 


thereby. 


¢ Chap. ix, 3; ver, 40, 


4 Chap, x. 40. 


the other evangelists have omitted so remarkable an 
account as this is, in which some of the finest traits 
jn our Lord’s character are exhibited. The conjecture 
of Grotius has a good deal of weight. He thinks that 
the other three evangelists wrote their histories during 
the life of Lazarus; and that they did not mention him 
for fear of exciting the malice of the Jews against him. 
And indeed we find, from chap. xii. 10, that they 
sought to put Lazarus to death also, that our Lord 
might not have one monument of his power and good- 
ness remaining in the land. Probably both Lazarus 
and his sisters were dead before St. John wrote.— 
Bethany was situated at the foot of the mount of 
Olives, about two miles from Jerusalem. Bishop Pearce 
observes that “there is a large gap in John’s history 
of Christ in this place. What is mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter passed at the feast of the dedication, 
ver, 22, about the middle of our December ; and this 
miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead seems to 
have been wrought but a little before the following 
passover, in the end of March, at which time Jesus 
was crucified, as may (he thinks) be gathered from 
verses 54 and 55 of this chapter, and from chap. xii. 
9.” John has, therefore, according to the bishop’s cal- 
culation, omitted to mention the several miracles which 
our Lord wrought for above three months after the 
things mentioned in the preceding chapter. 

Calmet says, Christ left Jerusalem the day after the 
dedication took place, which was the 18th of Decem- 
ber. He went then to Bethabara, where he continued 
preaching, and his disciples baptizing. About the 
middle of the following January Lazarus fell sick: 
Christ did not leave Bethabara till after the death of 
Lazarus, which happened about the 18th of the same 
month. 

Bishop Newcome supposes that our Lord might 
have stayed about a month at Bethabara, 

The harmonists and chronologists differ much in 
fixing dates, and ascertaining times. In cases of this 
nature, I believe men may innocently guess as well as 
they can; but they should assert nothing. 

Verse 2. It was that Mary which anointed] There 
is much disagreement between learned men relative to 
the two anointings of oureLord, and the persans who 
performed these acts. ‘The various conjectures con- 
cerning these points the reader will find in the notes 
on Matt. xxvi. 7, &c., but particularly at the end of 
that chapter. 

Dr. Lightfoot inquires, Why should Bethany be 


our Lord, which is mentioned Luke vii. 37; (see the 
note there ;) but the name of Lazarus had not been 
mentioned till now, there being no transaction by which 
he could properly be brought into view. © He therefore 
thinks that the aorist adenpaca, which we translate 
anointed, should have its full force, and be translated, 
who had formerly anointed; and this he thinks to 
have been the reason of that familiarity which sub- 
sisted between our Lord and this family; and, on this 
ground, they could confidently send for our Lord when 
Lazarus fell sick. This seems a very reasonable con- 
jecture ; and it is very likely that the familiarity arose 
out of the anointing. ; 

Others think that the anointing of which the evan- 
gelist speaks is that mentioned chap. xii. 1, &c., and 
which happened about six days before the passover. 
St. John, therefore, is supposed to anticipate the ac- 
count, because it served more particularly to designate 
the person of whom he was speaking. 

Verse 3. He whom thou lovest is sick.] Nothing 
could be more simple, nor more modest, than this 
prayer: they do not say, Come and heal him: or, 
Command the disease to depart even where thou art, 
and it will obey thee :—they content themselves with 
simply stating the case, and using an indirect but a 
most forcible argument, to induce our Lord to show 
forth his power and goodness :—He is sick, and thou 
lovest him; therefore thou canst neither abandon him, 
nor ws. 

Verse 4. This sickness is not unto death] Not to 
final privation of life at this time ; but a temporary 
death shall be now permitted, that the glory of God 
may appear in the miracle of his resurrection. It is 
very likely that this verse contains the message which 
Christ sent back, by the person whom the afflicted 
sisters had sent to him; and this, no doubt, served 
much to strengthen their confidence, though their faith 
must have been greatly exercised by the death of their 
brother : for when this took place, though they buried 
him, yet they believed, even then, probably on the 
ground of this message, that Jesus might raise him 
from the dead. See ver. 22. 

Verse 5. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus.| Therefore his staying two days longer 
in Bethabara was not through lack of affection for this 
distressed family, but merely that he might have a 
more favourable opportunity of proving to them how 
much he loved them. Christ never denies a less fa- 
vour, but in order to confer a greater. God’s delays, 


called the town of Martha and Mary, and not of fin answering prayers offered to him by persons in 


Lazarus? And he thinks the reason is, that Martha 


Account of the sickness 
A M1033. 8 His disciples say unto him, 
ee kt Master, ° the Jews of late sought to 

3 stone thee ; and goest thou thither 
again ? 

9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours 
in a day? ‘If any man walk in the day, he 
stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of 
this world. 

10 But if a man walk in the night, he 
stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 

11 These things said he: and after that he 
saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus * sleepeth ; 


e Ch. x. 31—— Ch. ix. 4. ——¢ Ch. xii. 35.—— So Deut. xxxi. 


wisdom finds it necessary to permit an increase of the 
affliction, that his goodness may be more conspicuous 
in its removal. 

Verse 8. The Jews of late sought to stone thee] It 
was but a few weeks before that they were going to 
stone him in the temple, on the day of the feast of 
the dedication, chap. x. 31. 

Verse 9. Are there not twelve hours in the day ?| 
The Jews, as well as most other nations, divided the 
day, from sun-rising to sun-setting, into twelve equal 
parts; but these parts, or hours, were longer or 
shorter, according to the different seasons of the year. 
See the note on chap. i. 39. 

Our Lord alludes to the case of a traveller, who 
has to walk the whole day: the day points out the 
time of life—the night that of death. He has al- 
ready used the same mode of speech, chapter ix. 4: 
I must work the works of him that sent me, while it 1s 
day : the night cometh when no man canwork. Here 
he refers to what the apostles had just said—The 
Jews were but just now going to stone thee. Are 
there not, said he, twelve hours in the day? I have 
not travelled these twelve hours yet—my last hour is 
not yet come ; and the Jews, with all their malice and 
hatred, shall not be able to bring it a moment sooner 
than God has purposed. I am immortal till my work 
is done ; and this, that I am now going to Bethany to 
perform, is a part of it. When all is completed, then 
their hour, and that of the power of darkness, shall 
commence. See Luke xxii. 53. 

If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not] A 
traveller should use the day to walk in, and not the 
night. During the day he has the sun, the light of 
this world: he sees his way, and does not stumble : 
but, if he walk in the night, he stumbleth, because 
there is no light in it, ver. 10; i. e. there is no sun 
above the horizon. ‘The words ev avtw, ver. 10, re- 
fer not to the man, but to the world, the sun, its light, 
not being above the horizon. Life is the time to fulfil 
the will of God, and to prepare for glory. Jesus is 
the light of the world; he that walks in his Spirit, 
and by his direction, cannot stumble—cannot fall into 
sin, nor be surprised by an unexpected death. But 
he who walks in the night, in the darkness of his own 
heart, and according to the maxims of this dark world, 
he stumbles—falls into sin, and at last falls into hell. 

1 


CHAP. XI. 


and death of Lazarus 

A. M. 4033, 

as go, that I may awake him out (AD. 28, 
of sleep. ; Olymp: 
i GCI. 


12 Then said his disciples, Lord, 


if he sleep, he shall do well. 


13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but 


they thought that he had spoken of taking of 


rest in sleep. 


14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Laz- 
arus is dead. 

15 And Iam glad for your sakes that I 
was not there, to the intent ye may believe ; 
nevertheless let us go unto him. 


16; Dan. xii.2; Matt. ix. 24; Acts. vii. 60; 1 Cor. xv. 18, 51. 


Reader! do not dream of walking to heaven in the 
night of thy death. God has given thee the warning: 
receive it, and begin to live to him, and for eternity. 

Verse 11. Lazarus sleepeth| It was very common 
among the Jews to express death by sleep ; and the 
expression, falling asleep—sleeping with their fathers, 
&c., were in great use among them. The Hebrews 
probably used this form of speech to signify their be- 
lief in the immortality of the soul, and the resurrec- 
tion of the body. 

It is certain that our Lord received no intimation 
of Lazarus’s death from any person, and that he knew 
it through that power by which he knows all things. 

Verse 12. If he sleep, he shall do well.| That is, 
if he sleep gnly, &c. Though the word sleep fre- 
quently meant death, (see Acts vii. 60; 1 Cor. xi. 30; 
xv. 18, 20,) yet, as it was an ambiguous term, the 
disciples appear here to have mistaken its meaning. 
Because, in certain acute disorders, the composing the 
patient to rest was a favourable sign; therefore the 
words, If he sleep, he shall do well, or recover, be- 
came a proverbial form of speech among the Jews, 
In most diseases, sleep is a very favourable prognos- 
tic : hence that saying of Menander :— 


'Yrvoc de maone Eecly bylera vooov. 


Sleep is a remedy for every disease. See Grotius 
here. The meaning of the disciples seems to have 
been this: There can be no nged for thee to go into 
Judea to awake our friend Lazarus; he will awake 
time enough, and his very sleep is a presage of his 
recovery : therefore do not hazard thy life by going, 

Verse 15. I am glad for your sakes that I was not 
there] “I tell you plainly, Lazarus is dead: and J am 
glad I was not there—if I had been, I should have 
been prevailed on to have healed him almost as soon 
as he fell sick, and I should not have had so striking 
an occasion to manifest the glory of God to you, and 
to establish you in the faith.” It was a miracle to 
discover that Lazarus was dead, as no person had 
come to announce it. It was a greater miracle to 
raise a dead man than to cure a sick man. And it 
was a still greater miracle, to raise one that was three 
or four days buried, and in whose body putrefaction 
might have begun to take place, than to raise one that” 
was but newly dead. See ver. 39. 
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Conversation between 


A. M. 4033. 16 Then said Thomas, which is 
An. Olymp. called Didymus, unto his fellow 
ee disciples, Let us also go, that we 
may die with him, 

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that 
he had Jain in the grave four days already. 

18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, 
i about fifteen furlongs off : 

19 And many of the Jews came to Martha 
and Mary, to comfort them concerning their 
brother, 


i That is, about two miles. k Chap. ix. 31. 


Verse 16. Thomas, which is called Didymus] 
Thomas, or DSN Thaom, was his Hebrew name, and 
signifies a ¢win—one who had a brother or a sister 
born with him at the same time; Didymus, Acdvpoc, 
is a literal translation of the Hebrew word into Greek. 
In Gen. xxv. 24, E’sau and Jacod are called opin 
thomeem, twins; Septuag. didvua, from didvuoc, a 
twin—from the Anglo-Saxon tpiman, to double. 

Let us also go, that we may die with him.] That is, 
* Seeing we cannot dissuade our Lord from going, and 
his death is likely to be the inevitable consequence, 
let us give him the fullest proof we can of our love, 
by going and suffering death with him,” Some think 
Thomas spoke these words peevishly, and that they 
should be translated thus, Must we also go, and expose 
ourselves to destruction with him? which is as much 
as to say: “If he will obstinately go and risk his life 
in so imminent a danger, let ws act with more prudence 
and caution.” But I think the first sense is to be pre- 
ferred. When a matter is spoken which concerns the 
moral character of a person, and which may be under- 
stood in a good and a bad sense, that sense which is 
most favourable to the person should certainly be adopt- 
ed. ‘This is taking things by the best handle, and both 
justice and mercy require it. The conduct of most 
men widely differs from this: of such an old proverb 
says, “ They feed like the flies—pass over all a man’s 
whole parts, to light upon his sores,” 

Verse 17. He had lain in the grave four days 
already.| Our Lord probably left Bethabara the day, 
or the day after, Lazarys died. He came to Bethany 
three days after; and it appears that Lazarus had been 
buried about four days, and consequently that he had 
been put in the grave the day or day after he died. 
Though it was the Jewish custom to embalm their 
dead, yet we find, from ver, 39, that he had not been 
embalmed; and God wisely ordered this, that the 
miracle might appear the more striking. 

Verse 18. Fifteen furlongs] About two miles: for 
the Jewish miles contained about seven furlongs and a 
half. So Lightfoot, and the margin. 

Verse 19. Many of the Jews came] Bethany being 
so nigh to Jerusalem, many of the relatives and friends 
of the family came, according to the Jewish custom, 
to mourn with the afflicted sisters, Mourning, among 
the Jews, lasted about thirty days: the three first days 
were termed days of weeping: then followed seven of 
lamentation, During the three days, the mourner did 
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ST. JOHN. 


our Lord and Martha. 


20 Then Martha, as soon as she eS 
heard that Jesus was coming, went An, Olymp. 
and met him: but Mary sat sézdd in 
the house. 

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if 
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 

22 But I know, that even now, * whatsoever 
thou wilt ask of God, God will give zt thee. 

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall 
rise again. 

24 Martha saith unto him, !I know that he 


1 Luke xiv. 14; chap. v. 29. 


no servile work ; and, if any one saluted him, he did 
not return the salutation. During the seven days, he 
did no servile work, except in private—lay with his 
bed on the floor—did not put on his sandals—did not 
wash nor anoint himself—had his head covered—and 
neither read in the law, the Mishnah, nor the Talmud. 
All the thirty days he continued unshaven, wore no 
white or new clothes, and did not sew up the rents 
which he had made in his garments. See Lightfoot, 
and see on ver. 31. 

Verse 20. Martha—went and met him] Some sup- 
pose she was the eldest of the two sisters—she seems 
to have had the management of the house. See Luke 
x. 40. 

Mary sat still in the house.] It is likely that by this 
circumstance the evangelist intended to convey the idea 
of her sorrow and distress ; because anciently afflicted 
persons were accustoméd to put themselves in this 
posture, as expressive of their distress; their grief 
having rendered them as it were immovable. See 
Ezra ix. 3,4; Neh. i. 4; Psa. exxxvii. 1; Isa. xlvii. 
1; Luke i. 79; and Matt. xxvii. 61. 

Verse 21. If thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died.| Mary said the same words to him a little 
after, ver. 32, which proves that these sisters had not 
a complete knowledge of the omnipotence of Christ : 
they thought he could cure at hand, but not at a dis- 
tance ; or they thought that it was because he did not 
know of their brother’s indisposition that he permitted 
him to die. In either of these cases it plainly appears 
they had not a proper notion of his divinity ; and in- 
deed the following verse proves that they considered 
him in no other light than that of a prophet. Query— 
Was it not proper that Christ should, in general, as 
much as might be, hide the knowledge of his divinity 
from those with whom he ordinarily lodged? Had 
they known him fully, would not the reverence and awe 
connected with such a knowledge have overwhelmed 
them ? 

Verse 22. I know, that even now] She durst not ask 
so great a favour in direct terms; she only intimated 
modestly that she knew he could do it. 

Verse 23. Thy brother shall rise again.| That is. 
directly ; for it was by raising him immediately from 
the dead that he intended ta comfort her. 

Verse 24. I know that he shail rise again in the 
resurrection] The doctrine of the resurrection of the 
dead was then commonly received ; and though it was 


Conversation between 


A.M. 4033. shall rise again in the resurrection 
An. Olymp. at the last day. 

25 Jesus said unto her, I am ™ the 
resurrection, and the "life: ° he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die. Believest thou this ? 

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: ? I be- 
lieve that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, 
which should come into the world. 

28 And when she had so said, she went her 
way, and called Mary her sister. secretly, say- 
ing, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. 

29 As soon as she heard that, she arose 
quickly, and came unto him. 


nChap. i. 4; vi. 35; xiv. 6; 
© Ch. iii. 36; 1 John v. 10, &c. 


mChap, v. 21; vi. 39, 40, 44. 
Col. 111.4; | John i. 1,2; v. 11. 


our Lord who fully exemplified it by his own resurrec- 
tion, yet the opinion was common, not only among 
God’s people, but among all those who believed in the 
God of Israel. The Jewish writings after the cap- 
tivity are full of this doctrine. See 2 Mace. vil. 9, 
14, 23,36; xii. 43; xiv. 46;.Wisd. v. 1, 7, ihiegava: 
6, 7: See also Josephus and the Targums, passim. 

Verse 25. I am the resurrection, and the life] Thou 
sayest that thy brother shall rise again in the resurrec- 
tion at the last day ; but by whom shall he arise if not 
by Me, who am the author of the resurrection, and the 
source of life? And is it not as easy for me to raise 
him now as to raise him then 2 Thus our blessed Lord 
raises her hope, animates her faith, and teaches her 
that he was not a mere man, but the essential principle 
and author of existence. 

Though he were dead] Every man who has believed 
or shall believe in me, though his believing shall not 
prevent him from dying a natural death, yet his body 
shall be reanimated, and he shall live with me in an 
eternal glory. And every one who is now dead, dead 
to God, dead in trespasses and sins, if he believe in 
me, trust on me as his sole Saviour, he shall live, shall 
be quickened by my Spirit, and live a life of faith, 
working by love. 

Verse 26. Shall never die.] Or, Shall not die for 
ever. Though he die a temporal death, he shall not 
continue under its power for ever ; but shall have a 
resurrection to life eternal. 

Believest thou this 2} God has determined to work 
in the behalf of men only in proportion to their faith 
in him: it was necessary, therefore, that these persons 
should be well instructed concerning his nature, that 
they might find no obstacles to their faith. These 
sisters had considered him only as a prophet hitherto ; 
and it was necessary that they should now be farther 
instructed, that, as God was to exert himself, they 
might believe that God was there. 

Verse 27. Yea, Lord: I believe] Uericevka, I have 
believed. Either meaning that she had believed this 
for some time past, or that, since he began to teach her, 
ner faith had been considerably increased : but verbs 
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CHAP. XI. 


our Lord and Mary. 


30 Now Jesus was not yet come aarti ae. 

into the town, but was in that place An. Olymp. 
: €CIn 1. 
where Martha met him. —_——- 

31 4 The Jews then, which were with her 
in the house, and comforted her, when they saw 
Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, 
followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave 
to weep there. 

32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus 
was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, 
saying unto him, r Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. 

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, 
and the Jews also weeping which came with 
her, he groaned in the spirit, and * was troubled, 


P Matt. xvi. 16; chap. iv. 42; vi. 14, 69. q Ver. 19.—— Ver. 
21.—= Gr. he troubled himself. 


Se ee 


preter, in Greek, are often used to signify the present. 
Martha here acknowledges Christ for the Messiah pro- 
mised to their fathers; but her faith goes no farther ; 
and, having received some hope of her brother’s pre- 
sent resurrection, she waited for no farther instruction, 
but ran to call her sister. 

Verse 28. The Master is come] This was the ap- 
pellation which he had in the family ; and from these 
words it appears that Christ had inquired for Mary, 
desiring to have her present, that he might strengthen 
her faith, previously to his raising her brother. 

Verse 30. Jesus was not yet come into the town] 
As the Jewish burying places were without their cities 
and villages, it appears that the place where our Saviour 
was, when Martha met him, was not far from the place 
where Lazarus was buried. See the note on Luke 
vil. 12. 4 

Verse 31. She goeth unto the grave to weep there. | 
It appears that it was the custom for the nearest rela- 
tives of the deceased to go at times, during the three 
days of weeping, accompanied by their friends and 
neighbours, to mourn near the graves of the deceased. 
They supposed that the spirit hovered about the place 
where the body was laid for three days, to see whether 
it might be again permitted to enter; but, when it saw 
the face change, it knew that all hope was now past. 
It was on this ground that the seven days of lamenta- 
tion succeeded the three days of weeping, because all 
hope was now taken away. They had traditions that, 
in the course of three days, persons who had died 
were raised again to life. See Lightfoot. 

Mr. Ward says: “I once saw some Mussulman 
women, near Calcutta, lying on the new-made grave 
of a relation, weeping bitterly. In this manner the 
Mussulman females weep and strew flowers over the 
graves of relations, at the expiration of four days, 
and forty days, after the interment.” 

Verse 33. He groaned in the spirit, &c.] Here the 
blessed Jesus shows himself to be truly man; and a 
man, too, who, notwithstanding his amazing dignity and 
excellence, did not feel it beneath him to sympathize 
with the distressed, and weep with those who wept. 
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Jesus comes to the 


A. M. 4033. 34 And said, Where have ye laid 

A. D.29. : : 

An. Olymp. him? They said unto him, Lord, 

CCIE. 1. 

come and see. 

35 *Jesus wept. 

36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he 
loved him! 

37 And some of them said, Could not this 
man, “which opened the eyes of the blind, 
have caused that even this man should not 
have died ? 


t Luke xix. 41. 


4 Chap. ix. 6. 


After this example of our Lord, shall we say that it is 
weakness, folly, and sin to weep for the loss of relatives? 
He who says so, and can act in a similar case to the 
above according to his own doctrine, is a reproach to 
the name of man. Such apathy never came from 
God: it is generally a bad scion, implanted in a nature 
miserably depraved, deriving its nourishment from a 
perverted spirit or a hardened heart; though in some 
cases it is the effect of an erroneous, ascetic mode of 
discipline. 

It is abolishing one of the finest traits in our Lord’s 
human character to say that he wept and mourned 
here because of sin and its consequences. No: Jesus 
had humanity in its perfection, and humanity unadul- 
terated is generous and sympathetic. A particular 
friend of Jesus was dead; and, as his friend, the affec- 
tionate soul of Christ was troubled, and he mingled 
his sacred tears with those of the afflicted relatives. 
Behold the man, in his deep, heart-felt trouble, and in 
his flowing tears! But when he says, Lazarus, come 
forth! behold the Gop! and the God too of infinite 
clemency, love, and power. Can such a Jesus refuse 
to comfort the distressed, or save the lost? Can he 
restrain his mercies from the penitent soul, or refuse 
to hear the yearnings of his own bowels? Can such 
a character be inattentive to the welfare of his crea- 
tures? Here is God manifested in the flesh ! living 
in human nature, feeling for the distressed, and suffer- 
ing for the lost! Reader! ask thy soul, ask thy heart, 
ask the bowels of thy compassions, if thou hast any, 
could this Jesus unconditionally reprobate from eternity 
any soul of man? Thou answerest, NO! God 
repeats, NO! Universal nature re-echoes, NO! and 
the tears and blood of Jesus eternally say, NO! 

Verse 35. Jesus wept.] The least verse in the 
Bible, yet inferior to none. Some of the ruthless 
ancients, improperly styled fathers of the Church, 
thought that weeping was a degradation of the charac- 
ter of Christ ; and therefore, according to the testi- 
mony of Epiphanius, Anchorat. c. 13, razed out of 
the Gospel of St. Luke the place (chap. xix. 41) 
where Christ is said to have wept over Jerusalem. 

Verse 36. Behold how he loved hun !] And when 
we see him pouring out his blood and life upon the 
cross for mankind, we may with exultation and joy ery 
out, Behold how he hath loved us! 

Verse 37. Could not this man, which opened the eyes, 
&c.] Through the maliciousness of their hearts, these 


ST. JOHN. 


grave of Lazarus. 

38 Jesus, therefore, again groaning 4.,M, 4033. 
in himself, cometh to the grave. It a Olymp- 
was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. ne 

39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. 
Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith 
unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for 
he hath been dead four days. 

40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou should- 
est Y see the glory of God? 


Vv Verses 4, 23. 


weakness. We may suppose them to have spoken 
thus: ‘If he loved him so well, why did he not heal 
him? And if he could have healed him, why did he 
not do it, seeing he testifies so much sorrow at his 
death? Let none hereafter vaunt the miracle of the 
blind man’s cure; if he had been capable of doing 
that, he would not have permitted his friend to die.’ 
Thus will men reason, or rather madden, concerning 
the works and providence of God; till, by his farther 
miracles of mercy or judgment, he converts or con- 
founds them. 

Verse 38. It was a cave, &c.] It is likely that 
several of the Jewish burying-places were made in the 
sides of rocks ; some were probably dug down like a 
well from the upper surface, and then hollowed under 
into niches, and a flat stone, laid down upon the top, 
would serve for adoor. Yet, from what the evangelist 
says, there seems to have been something peculiar in 
the formation of this tomb. It might have been a 
natural grotto, or dug in the side of a rock or hill, and 
the lower part of the door level with the ground, or 


how could Lazarus have come forth, as he is said to 


have done, ver. 442 

Verse 39. Take ye away the stone.] He desired to 
convince all those who were at the place, and especially 
those who took away the stone, that Lazarus was not 
only dead, but that putrescency had already taken 
place, that it might not be afterwards said that Lazarus 
had only fallen into a lethargy ; but that the greatness 
of the miracle might be fully evinced. 

He stinketh] The body is in a state of putrefaction. 
The Greek word ofw signifies simply to smell, whether 
the scent be good or dad ; but the circumstances of the 
case sufficiently show that the latter is its meaning 
here. Our translators might have omitted the uncouth 
term in the common text; but they chose literally 
to follow the Anglo-Saxon, nu he reined ; and it would 
be now useless to attempt any change, as the common 
reading would perpetually recur, and cause alli 
attempts at mending to sound even worse than that in 
the text. 

For he hath been dead four days.] Terapratog yap 
eott, This is the fourth day, i. e. since his inverment, - 
Christ himself was buried on the same day on which 
he was crucified, see chap. xix. 42, and it 1s likely 
that Lazarus was buried also on the same day on which 
he died. See on ver. 17. 

Verse 40. If thou wouldest believe, &c.] So it 


Jews considered the tears of Jesus as a proof of his | appears that it is faith alone that interests ine miracu- 
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Christ raises Lazarus CHAP. XI. from the dead. 
A.M. 4033. 41 Then they took away the stone |hand and foot with grave clothes: pe -4038: 


An Olymp- from the place where the dead was 
————. laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me. 

42 And J knew that thou hearest me always: 
but ¥ because of the people which stand by iT 
said it, that they may believe that thou hast 
sent me. 

43 And when he had thus spoken, he cried 
with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound 


® Chap. xii. 30. x Chap. xx. 7——Y Chap. ii. 23; x. 425 xii. 
8. 


’ 


lous and saving power of God in behalf of men. Instead 
of dofar, the glory, one MS. reads dura, the mira- 
culous power. 

Verse 41. Where the dead was laid.| These words 
are wanting in BC*DL, three others; Syriac, Persic, 
Arabic, Sahidic, Aithiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, Saxon, 
and in all the Itala. Griesbach leaves them out of 
the text. 

Father, I thank thee] As it was a common opinion 
that great miracles might be wrought by the power 
and in the name of the devil, Jesus lifted up his eyes 
to heaven; and invoked the supreme God before these 
unbelieving Jews, that they might see that it was by 
his power, and by his only, that this miracle was done ; 
that every hinderance to this people’s faith might be 
completely taken out of the way, and that their faith 
might stand, not in the wisdom of man, but in the 
power of the Most High. On this account our Lord 
says, he spoke because of the multitude, that they might 
see there was no diabolic influence here, and that 
God in his mercy had visited his people. 

Verse 43. He cried with a loud voice] In chap. v. 
25, our Lord had said, that the time was coming, in 
which the dead should hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and live. He now fulfils that prediction, and 
cries aloud, that the people may take notice, and see 
that even death is subject to the sovereign command 
of Christ. 

Jesus Christ, says Quesnel, omitted nothing to save 
this dead person: he underwent the fatigue of a 
journey, he wept, he prayed, he groaned, he cried with 
a loud voice, and commanded the dead to come forth. 
What ought not a minister to do in order to raise a 
soul, and especially a soul long dead in trespasses 
and sins! 

Verse 44. Bound hand and foot with grave-clothes] 
Swathed about with rollers—«eprate, from Ketpa, T cut. 
These were long slips of linen a few inches in breadth, 
with which the body and limbs of the dead were 
swathed, and especially those who were embalmed, 
that the aromatics might be kept in contact with the 
flesh. But as it is evident that Lazarus had not been 
embalmed, it is probable that his limbs were not 
swathed together, as is the constant case with those 
who are embalmed, but separately, so that he- could 
come out of the tomb at the command of Christ, 

1 


and * his face was bound about with An. Olymp. 
: i CCIE. 

anapkin. Jesus saith unto them, 

Loose him, and let him go. 

45 Then many of the Jews which came to 
Mary, ¥ and had seen the things which Jesus 
did, believed on him. 

46 But some of them went their ways to the 
Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus 
had done, 

47 97 Then gathered the chief priests and 
the Pharisees a council, and said, * What do 


Pa ee en 


z Psa. ii. 2; Matt. xxvi. 3; Mark xiv.1; Luke xxii. 2. a Ch. 
xii. 19; Acts iv. 16. 


though he could not walk freely till the rollers were 
taken away. But some will have it that he was 
swathed exactly like a mummy, and that his coming 
out in that state was another miracle. But there is no 
need of multiplying miracles in this case: there was 
one wrought which was a most sovereign proof of the 
unlimited power and goodness of God. Several of 
the primitive fathers have adduced this resurrection 
of Lazarus as the model, type, proof, and pledge of 
the general resurrection of the dead. 

Loose him, and let him go.) He would have the 
disciples and those who were at hand take part in this 
business, that the fullest conviction might rest on 
every person’s mind .concerning the reality of what 
was wrought. He whom the grace of Christ converts 
and restores to life comes forth, at his call, from the 
dark, dismal grave of sin, in which his soul has long 
been buried: he walks, according to the command of 
Christ, in newness of life ; and gives, by the holiness 
of his conduct, the fullest proof to all his acquaintance 
that he is alive from the dead. 

Verse 45. Many of the Jews—believed on him.] 
They saw that the miracle was incontestable ; and 
they were determined to resist the truth no longer. 
Their friendly visit to these distressed sisters became 
the means of their conversion. How true is the say 
ing of the wise man, Jé is better to go to the house of 
mourning than to the house of feasting! Keel. vii. 2. 
God never permits men to do any thing, through a 
principle of kindness to others, without making it 
instrumental of good to themselves. He that watereth 
shall be watered also himself, Prov. xi. 25. Therefore, 
let no man withhold good, while it is in the power of 
his hand to do it. Prov. ii. 27. 

Verse 46. But some of them went their ways] 
Astonishing! Some that had seen even this miracle 
steeled their hearts against it; and not only so, but 
conspired the destruction of this most humane, ami- 
able, and glorious Saviour! Those who obstinately 
resist the truth of God are capable of every thing that 
is base, perfidious, and cruel. 

Verse 47. Then gathered the chief priests and 
the Pharisees a council] The Pharisees, as such, had 
no power to assemble councils ; and therefore only 
those are meant who were scribes or elders of the 
people, in conjunction with Annas and his son-in-law 
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The chief priests and Pharisees 


eee we? for this man doeth many 
An. Olymp. miracles. 

48 If we let him thus alone, all 
men will believe on him: and the Romans 
shall come and take away both our place 


and nation. 
49 And one of them, named » Caiaphas, 


> Luke ii. 2; chap. xviii. 14; Acts iv. 6. 


Caiaphas, who were the high priests here mentioned. 
See chap. xvill. 13, 24. 

What do we?| This last miracle was so clear, 
plain, and incontestable, that they were driven now to 
their wit’s end. Their own spies had come and borne 
testimony of it. They told them what they had seen, 
and on their word, as being in league with themselves 
against Jesus, they could confidently rely. 

Verse 48. All men will believe on him] If we per- 
mit him to work but a few more miracles like these two 
last (the cure of the blind man, and the resurrection 
of Lazarus) he will be universally acknowledged for 
the Messiah ; the people will proclaim him king ; and 
the Romans, who can suffer no government here but 
their own, will be so irritated that they will send their 
armies against us, and destroy our temple, and utterly 
dissolve our civil and ecclesiastical existence. Thus, 
under the pretence of the public good, these men of 
blood hide their hatred against Christ, and resolve to 
put him to death. To get the people on their side, 
they must give the alarm of destruction to the nation: 
if this man be permitted to live, we shall be all de- 
stroyed! ‘Their former weapons will not now avail. 
On the subject of keeping the Sabbath, they had been 
already confounded ; and his last miracles were so in- 
contestable that they could no longer cry out, He is a 
decewer. 

Both our place and nation.) Literally, this place, 
tov torov: but that the temple only is understood is 
clear from Acts vi. 13, 14; 2 Mace. i. 14; ii. 18; 
ii. 18; v4 16, 17; x. 7; where it is uniformly called 
the place, or the holy place, because they considered it 
the most glorious and excellent place in the world. 
When men act in opposition to God’s counsel, the very 
evils which they expect thereby to avoid will come 
upon them. They said, If we do not put Jesus to 
death, the Romans will destroy both our temple and 
nation. Now, it was because they put him to death 
that the Romans burnt and razed their temple to the 
ground, and put a final period to their political exist- 
ence. See Matt. xxii. 7; and the notes on chap. xxiv. 

Verse 49. Caiaphas being the high priest that 
same year] By the law of Moses, Exod. xl. 15, the 
office of high priest was for life, and the son of Aaron’s 
race always succeeded his father. But at this time 
the high priesthood was almost annual: the Romans 
and Herod put down and raised up whom they pleased, 
and when they pleased, without attending to any other 
rule than merely that the person put in this office 
should be of the sacerdotal race. According to Jo- 
sephus, Ant. xviii. c. 3, the proper name of this per- 
son was Joseph, and Caiaphas was his surname. He 
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ST. JOHN. 


take counsel against Jesus. 


being the high priest that same year, ee 
said unto them, Ye know nothing An. Qiyme. 


at all, eee. 
50 © Nor consider that it is expedient for us, 


that one man should die for the people, and 
that the whole nation perish not. 
51 And this spake he not of himself: but 


¢ Chap. xviii. 14. 


possessed the high priesthood for eight or nine years, 
and was deposed by Vitellius, governor of Judea. 
See on Luke iii. 2. 

Ye know nothing] Of the perilous state in which 
ye stand. 

Verse 50. Nor consider] Ye talk more at random 
than according to reason, and the exigencies of the 
case. There is a various reading here in some 
MSS. that should be noticed. Instead of ovde dia- 
Aoyifecbe, which we translate, ye do not consider, and 
which properly conveys the idea of conferring, or 
talking together, ovde Aoyifecbe, neither do ye reason 
or consider rightly, is the reading of ABDL, three 
others, and some of the primitive fathers. Griesbach, 
by placing it in his inner margin, shows that he thinks 
it bids fair to be the true reading. Dr. White thinks 
that this reading is equal, and probably preferable, to 
that in the text: Lectio equalis, forsitan preferenda 
recepte. 

That one man should die for the people] In saying 
these remarkable words, Caiaphas had no other inten- 
tion than merely to state that it was better to put 
Jesus to death than to expose the whole nation to ruin 
on his account. His maxim was, it is better to sacri- 
fice one man than a whole nation. In politics nothing 
could be more just than this; but there are two words 
to be spoken to it: First, The religion of God says, 
we must not do evil that good may come: Rom. iii. 
8. Secondly, It is not certain that Christ will be 
acknowledged as king by all the people; nor that he 
will make any insurrection against the Romans ; nor 
that the Romans will, on his account, ruin the temple, 
the city, and the nation. This Caiaphas should have 
considered. A person should be always sure of his 
premises before he attempts to draw any conclusion 
from them. See Calmet. This saying was prover- 
bial among the Jews: see several instances of it in 
Schoetigen. 

Verse 51. This spake he not of himself] Wicked 
and worthless as he was, God so guided his tongue 
that, contrary to his intention, he pronounced a pro- 
phecy of the death of Jesus Christ. 

I have already remarked that the doctrine of a 
vicarious atonement had gained, long before this time, 
universal credit in the world. Words similar to these 
of Caiaphas are, by the prince of all the Roman poets, 
put in the mouth of Neptune, when promising Venus 
that the fleet of A”neas should be preserved, and his 
whole crew should be saved, one only excepted, whose 
death he speaks of in these remarkable words :-— 

“© Unum pro multis dabitur caput.” 


“One life shall fall, that many may be saved.” 
1 


Christ retires to Ephraim, 


44, Set being high priest that year, he pro- 
bed phesied that Jesus should die for 
epee “that, nation} 

52 And ‘not for that nation only, ° but that 
also he should gather together in one the chil- 
dren of God that were scattered abroad. 

53 Then from that day forth they took coun- 
sel together for to put him to death. 

54 Jesus f therefore walked no more openly 


CHAP. XI. 


near to the wilderness, 


among the Jews; but went thence 4, M, 403. 

unto a country near to the wil- An. Olymp 

derness, ./:into»aa ypeeit ela 
; y ca 

& Ephraim, and there continued with his dis 

ciples. 

55 9" And the Jews’ passover was nigh at 
hand: and many went out of the country up 
to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify 
themselves. 


e Chap. x. 16; Eph. ii. 14, 15, 16, 
£ Chap. iv. 1,3; vii. 1. 


9 Jsa. xlix. 6; ] John ii. 2. 
ie 


Which victim the poet informs us was Palinurus, the 
pilot of AEneas’s own ship, who was precipitated into 
the deep by a Divine influence. See Vire. Ain. v. 
I, 815, &c. 

There was no necessity for the poet to have intro- 
duced this account. It was no historic fact, nor in- 
deed does it tend to decorate the poem. It even pains 
the reader’s mind ; for, after suffering so much in the 
sufferings of the pious hero and his crew, he is at 
once relieved by the interposition of a god, who pro- 
mises to allay the storm, disperse the clouds, preserve 
the fleet, and the lives of the men; but,—one musi 
pertsh! The reader is again distressed, and the book 
ominously closes with thé death of the generous Pali- 
nurus, who strove to the last to be faithful to his trust, 
and to preserve the life of his master and his friend. 
Why then did the poet introduce this? Merely, as it 
appears to me, to have the opportunity of showing in 
a few words his religious creed, on one of the most 
important doctrines in the world ; and which the sacri- 
ficial system of Jews and Gentiles proves that all the 
nations of the earth credited. 

As Caiaphas was high priest, his opinion was of 
most weight with the council; therefore God put 
these words in his mouth rather than into the mouth 
of any other of its members. It was a maxim among 
the Jews that no prophet ever knew the purport of his 
own prophecy, Moses and Isaiah excepted. They 
were in general organs by which God chose to speak. 

Verse 52. And not for that nation only, &c.] 
These, and the preceding words in ver. 51, are John’s 
explication of what was prophetic in the words of 
Caiaphas: as if John had said, He is indeed to die for 
the sins of the Jewish nation, but not for theirs alone, 
but for the sins of the whole world : see his own words 
afterwards, 1 John ii. 1, 2. : 

Gather together in one] That he should collect into 
one body ;—form one Church out of the Jewish and 
Gentile believers. 

Children of God that were scattered abroad.] Pro- 
bably John only meant the Jews who were dispersed 
among all nations since the conquest of Judea by the 
Romans; and these are called the dispersed, chap. 
vii. 35, and Jamesi. 1; and it is because he refers 
to these only, that he terms them here, the children 
of God, which was an ancient character of the Jewish 
people: see Deut. xxxii. 5; Isa. xlili. 6; xlv. 11; 
Jer. xxxii. 1. Taking his words in this sense, then 
his meaning is this: that Christ was to die, not only 
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& See 2 Chron. xiii. 19.——4 Matt. xxvi. 17; Mark xiv. 12; Luke 
xxii, 15 ichap./i1..13 5 vals vis 4. 


for the then inhabitants of Judea, but for all the Jew- 
ish race wheresoever scattered; and that the conse- 
quence would be, that they should be all collected from 
their various dispersions, and made one body. ‘This 
comports with the predictions of St. Paul: Rom. xi. 
1-32. This probably is the sense of the passage ; 
and though, according to this interpretation, the apos- 
tle may seem to confine the benefits of Christ’s death 
to the Jewish people only, yet we find from the pas- 
sage already quoted from his first epistle, that his 
views of this subject were afterwards very much ex- 
tended; and that he saw that Jesus Christ was not 
only a propitiation for their sins (the Jews) but for the 
sins of the whole world: see his Ist epistle, chap. il. 
ver. 2. All the truths of the Gospel were not reveal- 
ed at once, even to the apostles themselves. 

Verse 53. They took counsel together] XvveBovdAev- 
cavto, they were of one accord in the business, and 
had fully made up their minds on the subject and 
they waited only for a proper opportunity to put him 
to death. 

Verse 54. Walked no more openly] Tappnoig, He 
did not go as before through the cities and villages, 
teaching, preaching, and healing the sick. 

Near to the wilderness] Some MSS. add, of Sam- 
phourein, or Samphourim, or Sapfurim. 

A city called Ephraim] Variously written in the 
MSS., Ephraim, Ephrem, Ephram, and Ephratha. 
This was a little village, situated in the neighbourhood 
of Bethel; for the scripture, 2 Chron. xiii. 19, and 
Josephus, War, b. iv. c. 8. s. 9, join them both to- 
gether. Many believe that this city or village- was 
the same with that mentioned, 1 Macc. v. 46; 2 Mace. 
xii. 27. Joshua gave it to the tribe of Judah, Josh. 
xv. 9; and Eusebius and Jerome say it was about 
twenty miles north of Jerusalem. 

And there continued] Calmet says, following Toy- 
nard, that he stayed there two months, from the 24th 
of January till the 24th of March. 

Verse 55. The Jews’ passover was mgh at hand] 
It is not necessary to suppose that this Verse has any 
particular connection with the preceding. Most chro- 
nologists agree that our Lord spent at least two months 
in Ephraim. This was the last passover which our 
Lord attended ; and it was at this one that he suffered 
death for the salvation of a lost world. As the pass- 
over was nigh, many of the inhabitants of Ephraim 
and its neighbourhood went up to Jerusalem, some 
time (perhaps seven or eight days, for so much time 
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The Jews lay wait for 


apie, 56 i Then sought they for 
An. Olymp. Jesus, and spake among them- 

Baas selves, as they stood in the temple, 
What think ye, * that he will not come to the 
feast? 


i Chap. xi. 7.——* Chap. vii. 11. 


ST. JOHN. 


him at the passover 
57 Now both the chief priests AP ee 
and the Pharisees 'had given a com- An. Qimp 


mandment, that, if any man knew ————_ 
where he were, he should show zt, that they 


might take him. 


1Jsa. i. 15; Rom. iii. 15; 2 Tim. iv. 3. 


was required to purify those who had touched the 
dead) before the feast, that they might purify them- 
selves, and not eat the passover otherwise than pre- 
scribed in the law. Many of the country people, in 
the time of Hezekiah, committed a trespass by not 
attending to this: see 2 Chron. xxx. 18, 19. Those 
mentioned in the text wished to avoid this inconve- 
nience. 

Verse 56. Then sought they for Jesus] Probably 
those of Ephraim, in whose company Christ is sup- 
posed to have departed for the feast, but, having stayed 
behind, perhaps at Jericho, or its vicinity, the others 
had not missed him till they came to the temple, and 
then inquired among each other whether he would 
not attend the feast. Or the persons mentioned in the 
text might have been the agents of the high priest, 
&c., and hearing that Christ had been at Ephraim, 
came and inquired among the people that came from 
that quarter, whether Jesus would not attend the fes- 
tival, knowing that he was punctual in his attendance 
on all the Jewish solemnities. 

Verse 57. Had given a commandment] Had given 
order ; evtoAnv, positive order, or injunction, and per- 
haps with a grievous penalty, that no one should keep 
the place of his residence a secret. This was their 
hour, and the power of darkness; and now they are 
fully determined to take away his life. The order 
here spoken of was given in consequence of the deter- 
mination of the council, mentioned ver. 48—53. 


Curist’s sympathy and tenderness, one of the prin- 
cipal subjects in this chapter, have already been par- 
ticularly noted on ver. 33. His eternal power and 
Godhead are sufficiently manifested in the resurrection 
of Lazarus. The whole chapter abounds with great 
and important truths, delivered in language the most 
impressive and edifying. In the whole of our Lord’s 
conduct in the affair of Lazarus and his sisters, we 
find majesty, humanity, friendship, and sublime devo- 
tion, blended in the most intimate manner, and illus- 
trating each other by their respective splendour and 
excellence. In every act, in every word, we see Gop 
manifested in the rLesH :—Man in all the amiableness 
and charities of his nature; Gop in the plenitude of 
his power and goodness. How sublime’ is the lesson 
of instruction conveyed by the words, Jesus wept ! 
The heart that feels them not must be in the gall of 
hitterness, and bond of iniquity, and consequently lost 
to every generous feeling. 
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On the quotation from Virgil, on the 50th verse, a 
learned friend has sent me the following lines. 


My dear Sir,—TI have observed that in one part of 
your Commentary you quote these words of Virgil, 
Unum pro multis dabitur -caput; and you are of 
opinion that Virgil here recognizes the doctrine of 
atonement. ‘There is a passage in Lucan where this 
doctrine is exhibited more clearly and fully. It is in 
the second book, v. 306. Cato, in a speech to 
Brutus, declares his intention of fighting under the 
standard of Pompey, and then expresses the following 
sentiment :— 


O utinam, celique Deis Erebique liberet, 

Hoe caput in cunctas damnatum exponere penas! 
Devotum hostiles Decium pressére caterve : 

Me gemine figant acies, me barbara telis 

Rheni turba petat : cunctis ego pervius hastis 
Excipiam medius totius vulnera belli. 

Hic redimat sanguis populos : hae cede luatur, 
Quidquid Romani meruerunt pendere mores. 


O, were the gods contented with my fall, 

If Cato’s life could answer for you all, 

Like the devoted Decius would I go, 

To force from either side the mortal blow, 

And for my country’s sake wish to be thought her foe. 
To me, ye Romans, all your rage confine, 

To me, ye nations from the barbarous Rhine, 

Let all the wounds this war shall make be mine. 
Open my vital streams, and let them run; 

O, let the purple sacrifice atone, 


For all the ills offending Rome hath done! Rowe. 


A little after, v. 377, Lucan portrays the cha- 
racter of Cato with a very masterly hand; but he 
applies expressions to a mortal which are applicable to 
Christ alone, 


Uni quippe vacat, studiisque odiisque carenti, 
Humanum lugere genus. 


The golden mean unchanging to pursue ; 
Constant to keep the purposed end in view ; 
Religiously to follow nature’s laws ; 

And die with pleasure in his country’s cause, 
To think he was not for himself design’d, 
But born to be of use to all mankind. 


Rowe 
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Jesus sups in the house of Lazarus, 


CHAP. XII. 


and Mary anoints his feet 


CHAPTER XII. 


Jesus sups in the house of Lazarus, and Mary anoints his feet, 1-3. 

Jesus vindicates Mary and reproves Judas, 7, 8. 
Lazarus to death, because that through him many believed on Jesus, 9-11. 
triumph ; the people meet him, and the Pharisees are troubled, 12-19. 


proves her, 4-6. 


22. Our Lord’s discourse on the subject, 23-26. 
from heaven, 27, 28. 
his death, 29-33. 
34-36. 


shows the danger of rejecting his words, 44-50. 


Seni cone "THEN Jesus, six days before the 
An. Olymp. passover, came to Bethany, 


CCIL.1. . i 
—_ * where Lazarus was which had 


been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 

2 >There they made him a supper; and 
Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table with him. 

3 Then took ° Mary a pound of ointment 
of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: 


a Chap. xi. 1, 43.——> Matt. xxvi. 6; Mark xiv. 3. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XII. 

Verse 1. Six days before the passover] Reckoning 
the day of the passover to be the last of the six. 
Our Lord came on our Sabbath, the first day of the 
Jewish week, to Bethany, where he supped ; and on 
the next day he made his public entry into Jerusalem : 
ver. 12. Calmet thinks that this was about two 
months after the resurrection of Lazarus, on the 9th 
of Nisan, (March 29,) in the thirty-sixth year of our 
Lord’s age. It has been observed before that Calmet 
adds three years to the common account. 

Verse 8. Then took Mary a pound of ointment] 
See the note on Matt. xxvi. 7; see also Mark xiv. 3. 
It does not seem the most likely that this was the 
same transaction with that mentioned above. Some 
think that this was, notwithstanding that before is said 
to have been at the house of Simon the leper. The 
arguments, pro and con, are largely stated in the notes 
at the end of Matt. xxvi., to which I beg leave to 
refer the reader. 

Verse 5. Three hundred pence] Or denarw: about 
91. 13s. 9d. of our money ; reckoning the denarius at 
73d. One of my MSS..of the Vulgate (a MS. of the 
14th century) reads, ccce denaru. 

Verse 6. Not that uz cared for the poor} There 
should be a particular emphasis laid on the word he, 
as the evangelist studies to show the most determined 
detestation to his conduct. 

And bare what was put therein.] Or rather, as some 
eminent critics contend, And stole what was put in it. 
This seems the proper meaning of e@aca¢ev ; and in 
this sense it is used, chap. xx. 15: If thou hast 
STOLEN him away—et ov eBasacac avrov. In the same 
sense the word is used by Josephus, Ant. b. xii. c. 5, 
s. 4, where, speaking of the pillage of the temple by 
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Judas Iscariot finds fault, and re- 

The chief priests consult to put 
He enters Jerusalem in 
Greeks inquire after Jesus, 20—- 
Speaks of his passion, and is answered by a voice 


The people are astonished at the voice, and Jesus explains it to them, and foretells 
They question him concerning the perpetuity of the Messiah, and he instructs them, 
Many believe not; and in them the saying of Isaiah is fulfilled, 37-41. 
rulers believe, but are afraid to confess him, 42, 43. 


Some of the chief 
He proclaims himself the light of the world, and 


and the house was filled with the 4M. 403s. 
odour of the ointment. 

4 Then saith one of his disciples, 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which should 
betray him, 

5 Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poor! 

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor ; 
but because he was a thief, and ¢ had the bag, 
and bare what was put therein 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


¢ Luke x. 38, 39; chap. xi. 2.——4 Chap. xiii. 29. 


Antiochus, he says, Ta cxevn tov Oeov Bacaca, He 
carried off, or sToLE, also the vessels of the Lord. 
See also Ant. b. viii. c. 2, s. 2, where the harlot says 
before Solomon, concerning her child, Bacacaca de tov- 
uov Ex TwY yovaTay mpog abTnv peTagdeper—She STOLE 
away my child out of my bosom, and removed it to 
herself. And Ibid. b. ix. c. 4, 8. 5, speaking of the 
ten lepers that went into the Syrian camp, he says, 
finding the Syrians fled, They entered into the camp, 
and ate, and drank; and, having STOLEN away 
(eBacacav) garments, and much gold, they hid them 
without the camp. See the objections to this transla- 
tion answered by Kypke, and the translation itself vin- 
dicated. See also Pearce in loc., Wakefield, Toup. 
Em. ad Suid. p. iii. p. 203. If stealing were not 
intended by the evangelist, the word itself must be 
considered as superfluous; for, when we are told that 
he had the bag, we need not be informed that he had 
what was in it. But the apostle says he was a thief ; 
and because he was a thief, and had the common 
purse in his power, therefore he stole as much as he 
conveniently could, without subjecting himself to de- 
tection. And, as he saw that the death of Christ was 
at hand, he wished to secure a provision for himself, 
before he left the company of the apostles. I see that 
several copies of the old Jéala version understood the 
word in this sense, and therefore have translated the 
word by auferebat, exportabat—took away, carried 
away. Jerome, who professed to mend this version, 
has in this place (as well as in many others) marred 
it, by rendering «Bacalev, by portabat. 

The yAwoookouov, which we translate dag, meant 
originally the little box, or sheath, in which the tongues 
or reeds used for pipes were carried ; and thus it is 
interpreted by Pollux in his Onomasticon ; and this is 
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Our Lord’s entry 

Leese 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone : 

An. Olymp. against the day of my burying hath 
CCIL. 1. ‘ 

——.__= she-kept this. 

8 For © the poor always ye have with you ; 
but me ye have not always. A 

9 | Much people of the Jews therefore 
knew that he was there: and they came not 
for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see 
Lazarus also, ‘ whom he had raised from the 
dead. 

10 & But the chief priests consulted that they 
might put Lazarus also to death ; 

11 » Because that by reason of him, many 
of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

12 4 'On the next day, much people that 
were come to the feast, when they heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 

13 ‘Took branches of palm trees, and went 
forth to meet him, and cried, * Hosanna: Bless- 
ed is the King of Israel, that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

¢ Matt. xxvi. 11; Mark xiv. 7—— Chap. xi. 43, 44. Luke 


xvi. 31.—h Chap. xi. 45; ver. 18. i Matt. xxi. 8; Mark xi. 
8; Luke xix. 35, 36, &c¢—— Psa. cxviii. 25, 26. 


agreeable to the etymology of the word. The Greek 
word is used in Hebrew letters by the Talmudists to 
signify a purse, scrip, chest, coffer, &c. As our Lord 
and his disciples lived on charity, a bag or scrip was 
provided to carry those pious donations by which they 
were supported. And Judas was steward and trea- 
surer to this holy company. 

Verse 7. Let her alone: against the day of my 
burying hath she kept this.) Several MSS. and ver- 
sions read thus :—Ad¢ge¢ avryv, lva eve tTHv jpuepay Tov 
evtadiacpov ov tnpnoy—Let her alone, THAT she may 
keep it to the day of my embalming. This is the read- 
ing of BDLQ, four others, Arabic, Coptic, AEthiopic, 
Armenian, later Syriac in the margin, Slavonic Vul- 
gate, all the Ztala but one; Nonnus, Ambrosius, Gau- 
dentius, and Augustin. This reading, which has the 
approbation of Mill, Bengel, Griesbach, Pearce, and 
others, intimates that only a part of the ointment was 
then used, and that the rest was kept till the time that 
the women came to embalm the body of Jesus: Luke 
xxiv. 1. See the notes on Matt. xxvi. 12, 13. 

Verse 9. Much people of the Jews] John, who 
was a Galilean, often gives the title of Jews to those 
who were inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

Verse 10. Consulted that they might put Lazarus 
also to death.|_ As long as he lived they saw an in- 
contestable proof of the Divine power of Christ ; there- 
fore they wished to put him to death, because many 
of the Jews, who came to see him through curiosity, 
became converts to Christ through his testimony.— 
How blind were these men not to perceive that he who 
had raised him, after he had been dead four days, 
could raise him again though they had slain him a 
thousand ‘times ! 
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ST. JOHN. 


into Jerusalem. 


14 !And Jesus, when he had Fone 
found a young ass, sat thereon; as An, Quymp 
it 18 written, por aE On A 

15 ™Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, 
thy King cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt. 

16 These things " understood not his disci- 
ples at the first; ° but when Jesus was glorified, 
P then remembered they that these things were 
written of him, and that they had done these 
things unto him. 

17 The people therefore that was with him, 


| when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and 


raised him from the dead, bare record. 

18 «For this cause the people also met him, 
for that they heard that he had done this 
miracle. 

19 The Pharisees therefore said among them- 
selves, * Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing ? 
behold, the world is gone after him. 

20 9 And there * were certain Greeks among 
them, * that came up to worship at the feast : 
“Math zak elt ez ccnee Luke xviii. 34—° Chap. 


vil. 39.—P Chap. xiv. 26. 4 Ver. 11——* Chap. xi. 47, 48 
s Acts xvii. 4. t ] Kings viii. 41, 42; Acts viil. 27. 


Verse 12. On the next day] On what we call 
Monday. 

Verse 13. Took branches] See on Matt. xxi. 1, 
&c., and Mark xi. 1-6, where this transaction is 
largely explained. 

Verse 16. Then remembered they, &c.] After the 
ascension of Christ, the disciples saw the meaning of 
many prophecies which referred to Christ, and applied 
them to him, which they had not fully comprehended 
before. Indeed it is only in the light of the new cove- 
nant, that the old is to be fully understood. 

Verse 17. When he called] It appears that these 
people, who had seen him raise Lazarus from the dead, 
were publishing abroad the miracle, which increased 
the popularity of Christ, and the envy of the Pharisees. 

Verse 19. Ye prevail nothing] Either by your 
threatenings or excommunications. 

The world is gone after him.] The whole mass 
of the people are becoming his disciples. This is a 
very common form of expression among the Jews, 
and simply answers to the French, tout le monde, and 
to the English, every body—the bulk of the people. 
Many MSS., versions, and fathers, add é6A0¢, the WHOLE 
world. As our Lord’s converts were rapidly increas- 
ing, the Pharisees thought it necessary to execute 
without delay what they had purposed at their first 
council. See chap. xi. 53. 

Verse 20. Certain Greeks] There are three opi- 
nions concerning these: 1. That they were proselytes 
of the gate or covenant, who came up to worship the 
true God at this feast. 2. That they were real Jews, 
who lived in Grecian provinces, and spoke the Greek 
language. 3. That they were mere Gentiles, who 
never knew the true God; and, hearing of the fame 
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The necessity of 


are Ar 21 The same came therefore to 


An, Olymp. Philip, * which was of Bethsaida of 
a0 : ; 
—_———. Galilee, and desired him, saying, 
Sir, we would see Jesus. 

22 Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and 
again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 

23 % And Jesus answered them, saying, 


CHAP. XI. 


the death of Christ. 


¥The hour is come, that the Son ant 4083. 
of man should be glorified. An. Olymp. 
; : CCII. 1. 
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, —— 
w Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone: but. if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit. 
25 * He that loveth his life shall lose it; 


u Chap. i. 44. 


— 


v Chap. xiii. 32; xvii. 1. W1 Cor. xv. 36. 


x Matt. x. 39; xvi. 25; Mark vili. 35; Luke ix. 24; xvii. 33. 


of the temple, or the miracles of our Lord, came to 
offer sacrifices to Jehovah, and to worship him accord- 
ing to the manner of the people of that land. This 
was not an unfrequent case: many of the Gentiles, 
Romans, and others, were in the habit of sending sacri- 
fices to the temple at Jerusalem. Of these opinions 
the reader may choose; but the first seems best founded. 

Verse 21. The same came therefore to Philip] 
Some suppose that these Gentiles were of Phenicia 
or Syria, or perhaps inhabitants of Decapolis, near to 
the lake of Gennesareth and Bethsaida; and there- 
fore they addressed themselves to. Philip, who was of 
the latter city, and probably known to them. The 
later Syriac calls them Arameans or Syrians. The 
Vulgate, and several copies of the Itala, call them 
Gentiles. 

Sir, we would see Jesus.| We have heard much 
concerning him, and we wish to see the person of whom 
we have heard such strange things. The final salva- 
tion of the soul often originates, under God, in a prin- 
ciple of simple curiosity. Many have only wished to 
see or hear a man who speaks much of Jesus, his mi- 
racles, and his mercies; and in hearing have felt the 
powers of the world to come, and have become genu- 
ine converts to the truths of the Gospel. 

Verse 22. Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.) How 
pleasing to God is this union, when the ministers of 
his Gospel agree and unite together to bring souls to 
Christ. But where se/f-love prevails, and the honour 
that comes from God is not sought, this union never 
exists. Bigotry often ruins every generous sentiment 
among the different denominations of the people of God. 

Verse 23. The hour is come, that the Son of man, 
&c.] The time is just at hand in which the Gospel 
shall be preached to all nations, the middle wall of 
partition broken down, and Jews and Gentiles united 
in one fold. But this could not be till after his death 
and resurrection, as the succeeding verse teaches.— 
The disciples were the first fruits of the Jews ; these 
Greeks, the first fruits of the Gentiles. 

Verse 24. Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die} Our Lord compares himself to a 
grain of wheat ; his death, to a grain sown and decom- 
posed in the ground ; his resurrection, to the blade 
which springs up from the dead grain; which grain, 
thus dying, brings forth an abundance of fruit. I must 
die to be glorified; and, unless [ am glorified, I can- 
not establish a glorious Church of Jews and Gentiles 
upon earth. In comparing himself thus to a grain of 
wheat, our Lord shows us :— 

1. The cause of his death—the order of God, who 
had rated the redemption of the world at this price ; 

Vou. I. ( 39 ) 


as in nature he had attached the multiplication of the 
corn to the death or decomposition of the gram. 

2. The end of his death—the redemption of a lost 
world ; the justification, sanctification, and glorification 
of men: as the multiplication of the corn is the end 
for which the grain is sown and dies. 

3. The mystery of his death, which we must credit 
without bemg able fully to comprehend, as we believe 
the dead grain multiplies itself, and we are nourished 
by that multiplication, without being able to compre- 
hend how itis done. The greatest philosopher that 
ever existed could not tell how one grain became thir- 
ty, sixty, a hundred, or a thousand—how it vegetated 
in the earth—how earth, air, and water, its component 
parts, could assume such a form and_consistence, emit 
such odours, or produce such tastes. Nor can the 
wisest man on earth tell how the bodies of animals 
are nourished by this produce of the ground; how 
wheat, for instance, is assimilated to the very nature 
of the bodies that receive it, and how it becomes flesh 
and blood, nerves, sinews, bones, &c. All we can say 
is, the thing is so; and it has pleased God that it 
should be so, and not otherwise. ‘So there are many 
things in the person, death, and sacrifice of Christ, 
which we can neither explain nor comprehend. All 
we should say here is, It is by this means that the 
world was redeemed—through this sacrifice men are 
saved: it has pleased God that it should be so, and 
not otherwise. Some say: “Our Lord spoke this ac- 
cording to the philosophy of those days, which was by 
no means correct.” But, I would ask, has ever a 
more correct philosophy on this point appeared? Is 
it not a physical truth that the whole body of the grain 
dies, is converted into fine earth, which forms the first 
nourishment of the embryo plant, and prepares it to 
receive a grosser support from the surrounding soil ; 
and that nothing lives but the germ, which was in- 
cluded in this body, and which must die also, if it did 
not receive, from the death or putrefaction of the body 
of the grain, nourishment, so as to enable it to unfold 
itself? Though the body of our Lord died, there was 
still the germ, the quickening power of the Divinity, 
which reanimated that body, and stamped the atone- 
ment with infinite merit. Thus the merit was mull:- 
plied ; and, through the death of that one person, the 
man Christ Jesus united to the eternal WORD, sal- 
yation was procured for the whole world. Never was 
a simile more appropriate, nor an illustration more 
happy or successful. 

Verse 25. He that loveth his life] See on Matt. x. 
39; Luke xiv. 26. I am about to give up my life for 
the salvation of ‘men; but I shall speedily receive it 
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The honour of those 


A.M. 4033. and he that hateth his life in this 
An. Olymp. world, shall keep it unto life 

: eternal. 

26 If any man serve me, let him follow me ; 
and Y where I am, there shall also my servant 
be : if any man serve me, him will my Father 
honour. 

27 7 Now is my soul troubled; and what 


v Chap. xiv. 3; xvii. 24; 1 Thess. iv. 17.——7 Matt. xxvi. 38, 39 ; 
Luke xu. 50; chap. xi. 21. 


SL SS OELN. 


who serve Christ 


shall I say? Father, save me from ae 
this hour: * but for this cause came An, Olymp. 
I unto this hour. tetas 
28 Father, glorify thy name. ? Then 
came there a voice from heaven, saying, 
I have both glorified 2, and will glorify zt 
again. 
29 The people therefore that stood by, and 


a Luke xxii. 53; chap. xvill. 37> Matthew 
in. 17, 


back with everlasting honour, by my resurrection from 
the dead. In this I should be imitated by my disciples, 
who should, when called to it, lay down their lives for 
the truth; and; if they do, they shall receive them 
again with everlasting honour. 

Verse 26. If any man serve me] Christ is a master 
in a twofold sense: 1. To instruct men. +2. To em- 
aloy and appoint them their work. He who wishes to 
serve Christ must become: 1. His disciple or scholar, 
that he may be taught: 2. His servant, that he may 
be employed by and obey his master. To such a per- 
son a twofold promise is given: 1. He shall be with 
Christ, in eternal fellowship with him; and 2. He 
shall be honoured by the Lord: he shall have an 
abundant recompense in glory; but how great, eye 
hath not seen, ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. 

How similar to this is the saying of Creeshna (an 
incarnation of the supreme God, according to the Hin- 
doo theology) to his disciple Arjoon! “If one whose 
Ways were ever so evil serve me alone, he soon be- 
cometh of a virtuous spirit, is as respectable as the 
just man, and obtaineth eternal happiness. Consider 
this world as a finite and joyless place, and serve me. 
Be of my mind, my servant, my adorer,and bow down 
before me. Unite thy soul unto me, make me thy 
asylum, and thou shalt go unto.me.” And again: 
“YT am extremely dear to the wise man, and he is dear 
to me—I esteem the wise man even as myself, be- 
cause his devout spirit dependeth upon me alone as his 
ultimate resource.” Bhagvat Geeta, pp. '71 and 82. 

The rabbins have an extravagant saying, viz. “ God 
is more concerned for the honour of the just man than 
for his own.” 

Verse 27. Now is my soul troubled] Our blessed 
Lord took upon him our weaknesses, that he might 
sanctify them to ws. As aman he was troudled at the 
prospect of a violent death. Nature abhors death: God 
has implanted that abhorrence in nature, that it might 
become a principle of self preservation; and it is to 
this that we owe all that prudence and caution by which 
we avoid danger. When we see Jesus working mira- 
cles which demonstrate his omnipotence, we should be 
led to conclude that he was not man were it not for 
such passages as these. The reader must ever re- 
member that it was essentially necessary that he should 
be man; for, without being such, he could not have 
died for the sin of the world. 

And what shall I say? Father, save me from this 
hour| Kat re evra; marep, cwoov pe ex ty¢ Opac TavTne: 
which may be paraphrased thus: And why should I 
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say, Father, save me from this hour? when for this 
cause I am come to this hour. 'The common version 
makes our blessed Lord contradict himself here, by not 
attending to the proper punctuation of the passage, and 
by translating the particle rz what, instead of why or 
how. The sense of our Lord’s words is this: ‘ When 
a man feels a fear of a sudden or violent death, it is 
natural to him to cry out, Father, save me from this 
death! for he hopes that the glory of God and his 
welfare may be accomplished some other way, less 
dreadful to his nature: but why should J say so, see- 
ing for this very purpose, that I might die this violent 
death for the sins of mankind, I am come into the 
world, and have almost arrived at the hour of my 
crucifixion.” 

Verse 28. Father, glorify thy name.] By the name 
of God is to be understood himself, in all his attributes: 
his wisdom, truth, mercy, justice, holiness, &c., which 
were all more abundantly glorified by Christ’s death 
and resurrection, (i. e. shown forth in their own ex- 
cellence,) than they had ever been before. Christ 
teaches here a lesson of submission to the Divine will. 
Do with me what thou wilt, so that glory may redound 
to thy name. Some MSS. read, Father, glorify my 
name: others, glorify thy Son. 

Then came there a voice from heaven, &c.] The 
following is a literal translation of Calmet’s note on 
this passage, which he has taken from Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Theophylact, and others: “TI have accom- 
plished my eternal designs on thee. I have sent thee 
into the world to make an atonement for the sin of the 
world, and to satisfy my offended justice. I will finish 
my work. ‘Thou shalt shed thy blood upon the cross. 
My glory is interested in the consummation of thy 
sacrifice. But, in procuring my own glory, I shall 
procure thine. Thy life and thy death glorify me: I 
have glorified thee by the miracles which have accom- 
panied thy mission ; and I will continue to glorify thee 
at thy death, by unexampled prodigies, and thy resur- 
rection shall be the completion of thy glory and of thy 
elevation.” 

Christ was glorified: Ist. By the prodigies which 
happened at his death. 2. Inhis resurrection. 3. In 
his ascension, and sitting at the right hand of God. 
4. In the descent of the Holy Ghost on the apostles, 
and 5. In the astonishing swecess with which the Gos- 
pel was accompanied, and by which the kingdom of 
Christ has been established in the world. 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

Verse 29. The people—said that it thundered: 
others—an angel spake to him.| Bishop Pearce says, 
Probably there was thunder as well as a voice, as in 
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Christ shows the meaning 


oe lea heard it, said that it thundered : 


peop. others said, An angel spake to him. 

= 30 Jesus answered and _ said, 
° This voice came not because of me, but for 
your sakes. 


31 Nowis the judgment of this world: now 


°Chap. xi. 42. 4 Matt. xii, 29; Luke x. 18; chap. xiv. 30; 
xvi. 11; Acts xxvi. 18; 2 Cor. iv. 4; Eph. ii. 2; vi. 12. 


CHAP. XII. 


of the voice from heaven. 
shall @the prince of this world be 4,™M, 4033. 
cast out, 

32 And I, *if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw ‘ all men unto me. 

33 & This he said, signifying what death he 
should die. 


e Chap. iii. 14; viii. 28.——f Rom. v.18; Heb. ii. 9. —s Chap: 
xviii. 32. 


Exod. xix. 16, 17, and some persons, who were at a 
small distance, might hear the thunder without hearing 
the voice ; while others heard the voice too; and these 
Jast said, “ An angel hath spoken to him.” 

Wetstein supposes that the voice was in the language 
then in use among the Jews; which the Greeks, not 
understanding, took for thunder ; the others, the Jews, 
who did understand it, said it was the voice of an angel. 
In Rev. vi. 1, the voice of one of the living creatures 
is compared to thunder ; and in chap. x. 3, the voice 
of an angel is compared to seven thunders. ‘The voice 
mentioned was probably very loud, which some heard 
distinctly, others indistinctly ; hence the variety of 
opinion. 

Verse 30. This voice came not because of me, but 
for your sakes.| Probably meaning those Greeks who 
had been brought to him by Philip and Andrew. The 
Jews had frequent opportunities of seeing his miracles, 
and of being convinced that he was the Messiah ; but 
these Greeks, who were to be a first fruits of the 
Gentiles, had never any such opportunity. For their 
sakes, therefore, to confirm them in the faith, this 
miraculous voice appears to have come from heaven. 

Verse 31. Now is the judgment of this world] The 
judgment spoken of in this place is applied by some to 
the punishment which was about to fall on the Jewish 
people for rejecting Christ. And the ruler or prince, 
6 apyav, of this world, is understood to be Satan, who 
had blinded the eyes of the Jews, and hardened their 
hearts, that they might not believe on the Son of God: 
but his kingdom, not only among the Jews, but in all 
the world, was about to be destroyed by the abolition 
of idolatry and the vocation of the Gentiles. 

The epithet Dyn Ww sar ha-dlam, prince of this 
world, is repeatedly applied to the devil, or to Samael, 
who is termed the angel of death. The Jews fabled 
that, into the hands of this chief, God had delivered all 
the nations of the earth, except the Israelites. See 
Lightfoot. The words are understood by others as 
addressed to these believing Greeks, and to have the 
following meaning, which is extremely different from 
the other. ‘In a short time (four or five days after- 
wards) ye shall see what sort of a judgment this world 
passes. J, who am its ruler and prince, shall be cast 
out, shall be condemned by my own creatures, as an 
impious and wicked person. But do not be discouraged : 
though I be lifted up on the cross, and die like a male- 
factor, nevertheless I will draw all men unto myself. 
The Gospel of Christ crucified shall be the grand agent, 
in the hand of the Most High, of the conversion and 
salvation of a ruined world.” But see on chap. Xiv. 
30, and xvi. 11. 


Verse 32. I—will draw all men unto me.] After 1} 
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shall have died and risen again, by the preaching of my 
word and the influence of my Syzrit, I shall attract and 
illuminate both Jews and Gentiles. It was one of the 
peculiar characteristics of the Messiah, that unto him 
should the gathering of the people be, Gen. xlix. 10. 
And probably our Lord refers to the prophecy, Isa. xi. 
10, which peculiarly belonged to the Gentiles: “ There 
shall be a root of Jesse which shall stand for an ENsIGN 
of the people, to it shall the Grnrines seek, and his 
rest shall be glorious.” There is an allusion here to 
the ensigns or colowrs of commanders of regiments; 
elevated on high places, on long poles, that the people 
might see where the pavilion of their general was, and 
so flock to his standard. 

Instead of ravtac, the Codex Bezc, another, several 
versions, and many of the fathers, read xavra, all men, 
or all things: so the Anglo-Saxon, Ic teo ealle ting to 
me yylpon, J will draw all things to myself. But xavta 
may be here the accusative singular, and signify all men. 

The ancients fabled that Jupiter had a chain of gold, 
which he could at any time let down from heaven, and 
by it draw the earth and alt its inhabitants to himself. 
See a fine passage to this effect in Homer, Iliad vit 
ver. 18-27. 

Ew’ dye, weipnoacte Veo, iva evdete wavrec, 

Levpnv ypvoecny e& ovpavovev Kpeuacavtec* 


Tlavrec 0° efantecSe Seor, Taca Te Veawat. Kk. T. A. 


“Now prove me: let ye down the golden chain 
From heaven, and pull at its inferior links, 
Both goddesses and gods: but me your king; 
Supreme in wisdom, ye shall never draw 
To earth from heaven, strive with me as ye may. 
But I, if willing to exert my power, 
The earth itself, itself the sea, and you, 
Will lift with ease together, and will wind 
The chain around the spiry summit sharp 
Of the Olympian, that all things upheaved 
Shall hang in the mid heaven. So much am I, 
Alone, superior both to gods and men.—Cowprer. 


By this chain the poets pointed out the wnzon be- 
tween heaven and earth; or, in other words, the go- 
vernment. of the universe by the extensive chain of 
causes and effects. It was termed golden, to point out, 
not only the Leneficence of the Divine Providence, but 
also that infinite philanthropy of God by which he in- 
fluences and by which he attracts all mankind to him- 
self. It was possibly in allusion to this that our Lord 
spoke the above words. Should it be objected that it 
is inconsistent with the gravity of the subject, and the 
dignity of our Lord, to allude to the fable of a heathen 
poet, I answer: 1. The moral is excellent, and, appli- 
ed to this purpose, expresses beautifully our Lord’s 
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Christ exhorts the people 


A.M. 4033. 34 The people answered him, 
An. Olymp. » We have heard out of the law, 
CCI 1. that Christ abideth for ever: and 
how sayest thou, The Son of man must be 
lifted up? who is this Son of man ? 
35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little 


ST. JOHN. 


to walk in the light. 
while iis the light with you. * Walk wes Te 


while ye have the light, lest An. Olymp- 
darkness come upon you: tomhs a 
that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither 


he goeth. 
36 While ye have light, believe in the light, 


bh Psa, Ixxxix. 36, 37;.ex. 4; Isa. ix. 7; li. 85. Ezekiel xxxvii. 
25; Dan. il. 445; vii. 14, 27; Mic. iv. 7. 


iChap. i. 9; vili. 12; ix. 5; ver. 46. k Jer. xiii. 16; Eph. v. 
§,_—! Chap. xi. 10; 1 John iv. 11 


gracious design in dying for the world, viz. That men 
might be united to himself, and drawn up into heaven. 
9. It is no more inconsistent with the gravity of the 
subject, and his dignity, for our blessed Lord to allude 
to Homer, than it was for St. Paul to quote Aratus and 
Cleanthes, Acts xvii. 28, and Epimenides, ‘Tit. i. 12; 
for he spoke by the same Spirit. 

So justice was sometimes represented under the 
emblem of a golden chain, and in some cases such a 
chain was constructed, one end attached to the empe- 
ror’s apartment, and the other hanging within reach ; 
that if any person were oppressed he might come and 
lay hold on the chain, and by shaking it give the king 
notice that he was oppressed, and thus claim protection 
from the fountain of justice and power. In the Jehan- 
geer Nameh, a curious account of this kind is given, 
which is as follows. The first order which Jehangeer 
issued on his accession to the throne (which was A. H. 


1014, answering to A. D. 1605) was for the con-- 


struction of the GoLDEN cuain of Justice. It was made 
of pure gold, and measured thirty yards in length, con- 
sisting of sixty links, and weighing, in the whole, four 
Hindostany maunds (about four hundred pounds avoir- 
dupois.) One end of the chain was suspended from 
the royal bastion of the fortress of Agra, and the other 
fastened in the ground near the side of the river. The 
intention of this was, that if the officers of the courts 
of law were partial in their decisions, or dilatory in the 
administration of justice, the injured parties might come 
themselves to this chain, and, making a noise by shak- 
ing the links of it, give notice that they were waiting 
to represent their grievances to his majesty. Hist. of 
Hindostan, p. 96, Calcutta, 1788. Such a communi- 
cation, prayer and faith establish between the most 
just and most merciful Gop, and the wretched and op- 
pressed children of men. ‘ And I, if [ be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” O thou 
that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come! 
Psa, Ixy. 2. 

Verse 34. We have heard out of the law] hat is, 
out of the sacred writings. The words here are quoted 
from Psa. ex. 4; but the Jews called every part of 
the sacred writings by the name, The Law, in opposi- 
tion to the words or sayings of the scribes. See on 
chap. x. 34. 

That Christ abideth for ever] There was no part of 
the law nor of the Scripture that said the Messiah 
should not die; but there are several passages that 
say as expressly as they can that Christ must die, and 
die for the sin of the world too. See especially Isa. 
lili. 1, &c.; Dan. ix 24, 27. But as there were 
several passages that spoke of the perpetuity of his 
reign, as Isa. ix. 7; Ezek. xxxvii. 25; Dan. vii. 14, 
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they probably confounded the one with the other, and 
thus drew the conclusion, The Messiah cannot die ; 


for the Seripture hath said, his throne, kingdom, and 


reign shall be eternal. The prophets, as well as the 
evangelists and apostles, speak sometimes of the Di- 


“vine, sometimes of the human nature of Christ : when 


they speak of the former, they show forth its glory, 
excellence, omnipotence, ommiscience, and eternity ; 
when they speak of the latter, they show forth its hu- 
miliations, afilictions, sufferings, and death. And those 
who do not make the proper distinction between the 
two natures of Christ, the Auman and the Divine, will 
ever make blunders as well as the Jews. It is only 
on the ground of two natures in Christ that the Scrip- 
tures which speak of him, either in the Old or New 
Testament, can be possibly understood. No position 
in the Gospel is plainer than this, God was manifest 
in the flesh. 

Verse 35. Yet a litile while is the light with you.} 
In answer to their objection, our Lord compares him- 
self to a light, which was about to disappear for a short 
time, and afterwards to shine forth with more abundant 
lustre; but not to their comfort, if they continued to 
reject its present beamings. He exhorts them to fol- 
low this light while it was among them. The Christ 
shall abide for ever, it is trae; but he will not always 
be visible. When he shall depart from you, ye shall 
be left in the thickest darkness; in impenitence and 
hardness of heart. Then shall ye wish to see one of 
the days of the Son of man, and shall not see it, Luke 
xvii. 22. Then shall ye seek me, but shall not find 
me, John vii. 34. For the kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to the Gentiles, Matt. xxi. 
43. If ye believe not in me now, ye shall then wish 
ye had done it, when wishing shall be for ever fruitless. 

Instead of pe? tuov, with you, ev iuiv, among you, 
is the reading of BDL, seventeen others; Coptic, 
Gothic, Slavonic, Vulgate, Itala; Cyril, Nonnus, and 
Victorinus. Griesbach has received it into the text. 
The meaning of both is nearly the same. 

Lest darkness come upon you) Ye have a good part 
of your journey yet to go : ye cannot travel safely but in 
the daylight—that light is almost gone—run, that the 
darkness overtake you not, or in it ye shall stumble, 
fall, and perish ! 

Reader, is thy journey near anend? There may be 
but a very little time remaming tothee. O, run, fly 
to Christ, lest the darkness of death overtake thee, be- 
fore thy soul have found redemption in his blood ! 

Verse 36. Children of light] Let the light, the 
truth of Christ, so dwell in and work by you that ye 
may be all light in the Lord: that as truly as a child 
is the produce of his own parent, and partakes of his 
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The Jews would not believe, and 


Sate that ye may be ™the children of 


sar eg light. These things spake Jesus, 
————— and departed, and " did hide himself 
from them. 

37 % But though he had done so many mi- 
racles before them, yet they believed not on 
him : 

38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet 
might be fulfilled, which he spake, ° Lord, who 


hath believed our report? and to whom 


CHAP. XII. 


so fulfil a prophecy of Isaiah 


hath the arm of the Lord been re- 4,M, 4033 
vealed ? An. Olymp. 
39 Therefore they could not be- ncaa 

lieve, because that. Esaias said again, 

40 P He hath blinded their eyes, and harden- 
ed their heart ; that they should not see with 
their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and 
be converted, and I should heal them. 

41 4 These things said Esaias, when he saw 
his glory, and spake of him. 


m Luke xvi. 8; Eph. v. 8; 1 Thess. v. 5; 1 John ii. 9, 10, 11. 
= Chap. vill. 59; xi. 54. 


? Isa. vi. 9,10; Matthew xiii. 14. 
4 Isa. vi. 1. 


oTsa. lili. 1; Rom. x. 16. 


nature, so ye may be children of the light, having no- 
thing in you but truth and righteousness. 

Did hide himself from them.| Either by rendering 
himself invisidle, or by suddenly mingling with the 
crowd, so that they could not perceive him. See chap. 
viii. 59. Probably it means no more than that he 
withdrew from them, and went to Bethany, as was his 
custom a little before his crucifixion; and concealed 
himself there during the night, and taught publicly 
every day in the temple. It was in the night season 
that they endeavoured to seize upon him, in the ab- 
sence of the multitude. 

Verse 37. Yet they believed not on him] Though 
the miracles were wrought for this very purpose, that 
they might believe in Christ, and escape the coming 
wrath, and every evidence given that Jesus was the 
Messiah, yet they did not believe ; but they were blind- 
ed by their passions, and obstinately hardened their 
hearts against the truth. 

Verse 38. That the saying of Esaias| Or, Thus 
the word of Isaiah was fulfilled. So I think iva 
(commonly rendered that) should be translated. For 
it certainly does not mean the end the Pharisees had 
in view by not believing ; nor the end which the pro- 
phet had in view in predicting the incredulity of the 
Jews; but simply, such a thing was spoken by the 
prophet, concerning the Jews of his own time, and it 
had its literal fulfilment in those of our Lord’s time. 

Our report] The testimony of the prophets, con- 
cerning the person, office, sufferings, death, and sacri- 
fice of the Messiah. See Isa. lili. 1, &c. 

The arm of the Lord] The power, strength, and 
miracles of Christ. 

Verse 39. Therefore they could not believe} Why? 
Because they did not believe the report of the prophets 
concerning Christ ; therefore they credited not the mi- 
racles which he wrought as a proof that he was the 
person foretold by the prophets, and promised to their 
fathers. Having thus resisted the report of the pro- 
phets, and the evidence of Christ’s own miracles, God 
gave them up to the darkness and hardness of their 
own hearts, so that they continued to reject every 
overture of Divine mercy; and God refused to heal 
their national wound, but, on the contrary, commission- 
ed the Romans against them, so that their polittcal ex- 
istence was totally destroyed. 

The prophecy of Isaiah was neither the cause nor 
the motive of their unbelief: it was a simple predic- 
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tion, which imposed no necessity on them to resist the 
offers of mercy. They might have believed, notwith- 
standing the prediction, for such kinds of prophecies 
always include a tacit condition ; they may believe, if 
they properly use the light and power which God has 
given them. Such prophecies also are of a general 
application—they will always suit somebody, for in 
every age persons will be found who resist the grace 
and Spirit of God like these disobedient Jews. How- 
ever, it appears that this prediction belonged especially 
to these rejecters and crucifiers of Christ; and if the 
prophecy was infallible in its execution, with respect 
to them, it was not because of the prediction that they 
continued in unbelief, but because of their own volun- 
tary obstinacy ; and God foreseeing this, foretold it by 
the prophet. Should I say that, they could not be- 
lieve, means, they would not believe, I should perhaps 
offend a generation of his children; and yet I am 
pretty certain the words should be so understood. 
However, that I may put myself under cover from all 
suspicion of perverting the meaning of a text which 
seems to some to be spoken in favour of that awful 
doctrine of unconditional reprobation, the very father 
of it shall interpret the text for me. Thus then saith 
St. AveusTin: Quare autem non POTERANT, st a me 
queratur, cito respondeo; Quia NOLEBANT: MALAM 
quippe eorum VoLuNTATEM previdit Deus, et per pro- 
phetam prenuncianit. “If Tbe asked why they couLD 
not believe? I immediately answer, Because THEY 
wouLp nor. And God, having foreseen their BaD 
wit, foretold it by the prophet.” Aug. Tract. 53, 
in Joan. 

Verse 40. And I should heal them.] This verse is 
taken from Isa. vi. 9, and, perhaps, refers more to 
the judgments that should fall upon them as a nation, 
which God was determined should not be averted, 
than it does to their eternal state. To suppose that 
the text meant that God was unwilling that they 
should turn unto him, lest he should be obliged to 
save them, is an insupportable blasphemy. 

Verse 41. When he saw his glory] Isa. vi. 1, &c. 
LT saw Jehovah, said the prophet, sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphim; and one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah, God 
of hosts; the whole earth shall be full of his glory! 
It appears evident, from this passage, that the glory 
which the prophet saw was the glory of Jehovak ' 
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Jesus continues to 


a ae 42 | Nevertheless among the chief 
An. Olymp. rulers also many believed on him ; 
pee eee but * because of the Pharisees they 
did not confess him, lest they should be put 
out of the synagogue : 

43 * For they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God. 

44 9 Jesus cried and said, t He that believeth 
on me, believeth not on me, but on him that 
sent me. 

45 And “he that seeth me, seeth him that 
sent me. 

46 *I am come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on me should not abide 
in darkness. 


r Chap, vil, 13; ix, 22. 
1 Pet, i, 21. u Chap, xiv. 9. 
Wie [2a 5 a0: 


S Chap. v. 44.——t Mark ix. 37; 
Vv Ver. 35, 36; chap. iil. 19; 


ST. JOHN. 


teach the people 


47 And if any man hear my phiriped 


words, and believe not, “I judge = Giymp 
him not: for x I came not to judge = 
the world, but to save the world. 

48 Y He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: ? the 
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge 
him in the last day: 

49 For *I have not spoken of myself; but 
the Father which sent me, he gave me a com- 
mandment, > what I should say and what I 
should speak. 

50 And I know that his commandment is 
life everlasting : whatsoever I speak therefore 
even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. 


w Chap. v. 45; viii, 15, 26. x Chap. ii. 17.——y Luke x 
16.—~ Deut. xviii. 19; Mark xvi, 16. a Chap, vill. 38; xiv. 
10.—» Deut. xviii. 18. 


John, therefore, saying here that it was the glory of 
Jesus, shows that he considered Jesus to be Jehovah. 
See Bishop Pearce. ‘Two MSS. and a few versions 
have Qcov, and tov Ozov airov, the glory of God, or 
of his God. 

Verse 42. Among the chief rulers—many believed 
on him] We only know the names of two of them, 
Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea. 

But—they did not confess him] Or it: they were 
as yet weak in the faith, and could not bear the 
reproach of the cross of Christ. Besides, the prin- 
cipal rulers had determined to excommunicate every 
person who acknowledged Christ for the Messiah ; 
see chap, 1x. 22. 

Verse 43. They laved the praise of men] Aoégar, 
the glory or honour that cometh from men, 

How common are these four obstacles of faith! 
says Quesnel: 1. Too great a regard to men, 2. 
Riches and temporal advantages. 3. The fear of 
disgrace. 4. The love of the praise of men. Abund- 
ance of persons persuade themselves that they love 
God more than the world, till some trying occasion 
fully convinces them of their mistake, It is a very 
great misfortune for a person not to know himself 
but by his falls; but it is the greatest of all not to 
rise again after he has fallen. This is generally 
occasioned by the love of the praise of men, because 
in their account it is more shameful to rise again 
than it was to fall at first. 

Verse 44, Jesus cried and said] This is our Lord’s 
conciuding discourse to this wicked people: probably 
this and the following verses should be understood 
as a part of the discourse which was left off at the 
36th verse. 

Jesus cried—he spoke these words aloud, and 
showed his earnest desire for their salvation. 

Believeth not on me, (only,) but on him that sent 
me.| Here he asserts again his indivisible unity with 
the Father :—he who believes on the Son believes on 
the Father: he who hath seen the Son hath seen the 
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Father: he who honours the Son honours the Father. 
Though it was for asserting this (his oneness with 
God) that they were going to crucify him, yet he 
retracts nothing of what he had spoken, but strongly 
reasserts it, in the very jaws of death! 

Verse 46. I am come a light into the world] Pro- 
bably referring to what his forerunner had said, chap. 
i. 5. Before the coming of this Saviour, this sun of 
righteousness, into the world, all was darkness : at his 
rising the darkness is dispersed; but it only profits 
those whose eyes are open to receive the rays of this 
sun of righteousness. See on chap. i. 5; iii. 19; 
Vi eons anGerx. (Ge 

Verse 47. And believe not] Kar pn dvaatn, And 
keep them not, is the reading of ABL, seven others ; 
Syriac, Wheelock’s Persian, two of the Arabic, Coptic, 
Sahidic, Aithiopic, Armenian, later Syriac, Vulgate, 
six of the Jtala, and some of the fathers. 

A man must hear the words of Christ in order to 
believe them; and he must believe, in order to keep 
them ; and he must /eep them in order to his salvation. 

I judge him not] I need not do it: the words of 
Moses and the prophets judge and condemn him. 
See the notes on chap. ili. 17, and v. 45. 

Verse 48. The word that I have spoken—shall 
judge him} Ye shall be judged according to my doc- 
trine : the maxims which ye have heard from my 
mouth shall be those on which ye shall be tried in the 
great day; and ye shall be condemned or acquitted 
according as ye have believed or obeyed them, or 
according as ye have despised and violated them. 
See this proved, Matt. xxv. 85, &e. 

Verse 49. For Ihave not spoken of myself I have 
not spoken for my secular interest: I have not aimed 
at making any gain of you: I have not set up myself 
as your teachers in general do, to be supported by my 
disciplé8, and to be credited on my own testimony. 
have taught you, not the things of men, but the deep, 
everlasting truths of God. As his envoy, I came to 
you ; and his ¢ruth only I proclaim. 
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Christ washes the feet CHAP. XIII. of his discipves 
Gave me a commandment] Or, commission. So 1| attested this, he went. out of the temple, and retired 


understand the original word, evroAn. Christ, as the 
Messiah, received his commission from God: what he 
should command—every thing that related to the for- 
mation and establishment of the Christian institution : 
and what he should speak—all his private conversations 
with his disciples or others, he, as, man, commanded 
and spoke through the constant inspiration of the 
Holy Spivit. 

Verse 50. I know that this commandment is life 
everlasting| These words of our Lord are similar to 
that saying in St. John’s first epistle, chap. v. 11, 12. 
This 1s the record, that God hath given unto us eter- 
nal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life. God’s commandment or commission 
is, Preach salvation to a lost world, and give thyself a 
ransom for all; and whosoever believeth on thee 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life. Every 
word of Christ, properly credited, and carefully 
applied, leads to peace and happiness here, and to 
glory hereafter. What an amiable view of the 
Gospel of the grace of God does this give us! It isa 
system of eternal life, Divinely calculated to answer 
every important purpose to dying, miserable man. 
This sacred truth Jesus witnessed with his last breath. 
He began his public ministry proclaiming the king- 
dom of God; and he now finishes it by asserting 
that the whole commission is eternal life ; and, having 


to Bethany. 


Tue public work of our Lord was now done; and 
the remnant of his time, previously te his crucifixion, 
he spent in teaching his disciples—instructing them in 
the nature of his kingdom, his intercession, and the 
mission of the Holy Spirit; and in that heavenly life. 
which all true believers live with the Father, through 
faith in the Son, by the operation of the Holy G'4ost. 
Many persons are liberal in their condemnation of the 
Jews, because they did not believe on the Son of God; 
and doubtless their unbelief has merited and received 
the most signal punishment. But those who condemn 
them do not reflect that they are probably committing 
the same sort of transgression, in circumstances which 
heighten the iniquity of their sin. Will it avail any 
man, that he has believed that Christ has come in the 
flesh to destroy the works of the devil, who does not 
come unto him that he may have life, but continues to 
live under the power and guilt of sin? Paradoxical 
as it may seem, it is nevertheless possible, for a man 
to credit the four evangelists, and yet live and die an 
infidel, as far as his own salvation is concerned. 
Reader, it is possible to hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness. Pray to God that this may not be thy con- 
demnation. For a farther improvement of the 
principal subjects of this chapter, see the notes on 
verses 24, 32, and 39, 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Christ washes the feet of his disciples, and gives them instructions concerning humility and charity, 1-17. 


He tells them that one of themselves will betray him, 18-20. 
Jesus shows that it is Judas Iscariot, 26. 


Peter desires John to ask him, 21-25. 


Judas, and he rises up and leaves the company, 27-30. 


The disciples doubting of whom he spoke, 
Satan enters into 
Christ shows his approaching death, and com- 


mands his disciples to love one another, 31-35. Peier, professing strong attachment te Christ. rs mformed 


of his denial, 36-38. 


A. M. 4033. a s 
in ob, Now before the feast of the, pass 
over, when Jesus knew that 
bhis hour was come, that he should 
depart out of this world unto the. Father, hav- 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL. 1. 


f Se , >. A. M. 4033, 
ing loved his own which were in hon 


the world, he loved them unto the An. Olymp 
CC: i. 

end. ssa Dre Ls, 

2 And supper being ended, ° the devil having 


a Matt. xxvi. 2; Luke xxii. 1. 


¢ Luke xxii. 3; ver. 27. 


b Chap. xii. 23; xvii. 1, 11. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XII. 

Verse 1. Now before the feast of the passover, 
when Jesus knew, &c.] — Or, as some translate, Now 
Jesus having known, before the feast of the passover, 
that his hour was come, &c. The supper mentioned 
in ver. 2 is supposed to have been that on the Thurs- 
day evening, when the feast of the passover began ; 
and though, in our common translation, this passage 
seems to place the supper before that feast, yet, ac- 
cording to the amended translation, what is here said 
is consistent with what we read in the other evange- 
lists. See Matt. xxvi. 2; John xii. 1. 

Having loved his own| His disciples. 

Which were in the world] Who were to continue 
longer in its troubles and difficulties. 

He loved them unto the end.| Continued his fervent 
affection towards them to his latest breath, and gaye 
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them that convincing proof of it which is mentioned 
ver. 5. That the disciples alone are meant here 
every man must see. + ‘ 

Verse 2. And supper being ended] Rather, devrvov 
yevouevov, while supper was preparing. To support 
this new translation of the words, it may be remarked 
that, from ver. 26 and 30, it appears that the supper 
was not then ended: nay, it is probable that it was 
not then Begun; because the washing of feet (ver. 5) 
was usually practised by the Jews before they entered 
upon their meals, as may be gathered from Luke vii. 
44, and from the reason of the custom. I think that 
John wrote, not yevouevov, but yuvouevov, as in BL. 
Cant. and Origen, which latter reading is approved 
by several eminent critics, and should be translated 
as above. By the supper I suppose to be meant, not 
only the eating of it, but the preparing and dressing 

615 


age? 


Christ washes the feet 


now put into the heart of Judas 


A. D. 29 : 
Simon’s son, to betray 


An. Olymp. Iscariot, 
CCI. 1 s 
him ; 
3 Jesus knowing “that the Father had given 
all things into his hands, and ¢ that he was 
come from God, and went to God ; 
4 ‘He riseth from supper, and laid aside his 
garments ; and took a towel, and girded him- 
self. 
5 After that, he poureth water into a bason, 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to 


ST. JOHN. 


of his disciples. 

wipe them with the towel wherewith pehleap 9. 

: 3 9) An. Olymp 
he was girded. ale 


6 Then cometh he to Simon 
Peter: and £ Peter said unto him, Lord, 
» dost thou wash my feet ? 

7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What 
I do thou knowest not now; ‘but thou shalt 
know hereafter. | 

8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never 
wash my feet. Jesus answered him, *If I 
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 


4 Matt. xi. 27; xxviil. 18; chap. ili. 35; xvii. 2; Acts 11. 36; 
1 Cor. xv. 27; Heb. ii. 8——e Chap. viii. 42; xvi. 28.—1 Luke 
BSc every lea oullly ner eetele 


& Gr. he.-—— See Matthew iil. 14.—— Verse 12._—* Chap. 
iii. 5; 1 Cor. vi. 11; Ephesians v. 26; Titus iii.5; Hebrews 
X. 22. 


of it, and doing all things necessary previously to the 
eating of it. The devil had, before this time of the 
supper, put it into Judas’s heart to betray his Master. 
See Matt. xxvi. 14, &c.; Mark xiv. 10, 11; and 
Luke xxii. 3, &c. See also Bishop Pearce, from 
whose judicious commentary the preceding notes are 
principally taken. 

Calmet observes that John, designing only to sup- 
ply what was omitted by the other evangelists, passes 
over all the. transactions of the Tuesday, Wednesday, 


and ‘Thursday, before the passion, and at once goes 
- from Monday evening to Thursday evening. 
remarkable that St. John says nothing about the in- 


It is 
stitution of the holy sacrament, which Matthew, xxvi. 
26, &c.;Mark, xiv. 22, &c., and Luke, xxii. 19, &€., 
describe<so particularly. No other reason can be 
assigned.for this than that he found it completely done 
by the..others, and that he only designed to supply 
their defects. 

The devil having now put it into the heart] Judas 
formed his plot six days before this, on occasion of 
what happened at the house of Simon the leper: see 
Matt.:xxvi. 14. Calmet. 

Verse 3. Knowing that the Father had given, &e.] 
Our Lord, seeing himself almost at the end of his 
race, and being about to leave his apostles, thought it 
necessary to leave them a lesson of humility exempli- 
fied by himself, to deliver them from the bad influence 
of those false ideas which they formed concerning the 
nature of his kingdom. On all oecasions previously 
to this, the disciples had shown-too much attachment 
to worldly honours and dignities : if this ambition had 
not been removed, the consequences of it would have 
been dreadful in the establishment of the religion of 
Christ ; as after his death, it would have divided and 
infallibly dispersed them. It was necessary therefore 
to restrain this dangerous passion, and to confirm by 
a remarkable example what he had so often told them, 
—~that true greatness consisted in the depth of humi- 
lity, and that those who were the willing servants of 
all should be the highest in the account of God. 

Verse 4. He riseth from supper] Not from eating, 
as Bishop Pearce has well observed, but from his 
place at table; probably the dishes were not as yet 
laid down, though the guests were seated. Accord- 
ing to the custom of the Jews and other Asiatics, this 
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washing must have taken place before the supper. 
See on ver. 2. 

Lad aside his garments} 'That is, his gown or 
upper coat, with the girdle wherewith it was girded 
close to his tunic or under coat; and, instead of this 
girdle, he tied a towel about him: 1. that he might 
appear in the character of a servant; and 2. that he 
might have it in readiness to dry their feet after he 
had washed them. 

Verse 5. Poureth water into a bason, &c.]- This 
was the office of the meanest slaves. When David 
sent to Abigail, to inform her that he had chosen her 
for wife, she arose and said: Behold, let thy hand- 


‘maid be @ SERVANT, to WASH the FEET of the SERVANTS 


of my lord, 1 Sam. xxv. 41. Some of the ancients 
have supposed that our Lord began with washing the 
feet of Judas, to inspire him with sentiments of com- 
punction and remorse, to melt him down with kind- 
ness, and to show all his disciples how they ‘should 
act towards their enemies. Dr. Lightfoot supposes 
he washed the feet of Peter, James, and John only ; 
but this is not likely : the verb apyeo@ar, in the sacred 
writings, signifies, not only to commence, but to finish 
an act, Acts i. 1; and in the Septuagint, Gen. ii. 3. 
There is every reason to believe that he washed the 
feet of all the twelve. See on ver. 9. 

Verse 6. Lord, dost raou wash my feet 2] Every 
word here is exceedingly emphatic. Peter had often 
seen the great humility of his Lord, but never saw 
his condescension so particularly marked as in this 
instance. 

Verse 7. What I do thou knowest not now, &c.} 
As if our Lord had said, Permit me to do it now, and 
I will shortly explain to you the nature of this action, 
and my motives for doing it. 

Thou shalt know hereafter.] Mera ravra, after this 
business is finished. And so we find he explained 
the whole to them, as soon as he had finished the 
washing : see ver. 12-17. I cannot think that this 
refers to any particular instruction received on this 
head after the day of pentecost, as some have con 
jectured. 

Verse 8. If Iwash thee not, thou hast no part with 
me.) Thou canst not be my disciple unless I wash thee. 
It is certain Christ did not mean to exclude him from 
the apostolic office, if he should persist, through the 

q 


Christ teaches the disciples 


A, M: 4033. - 9 Simon Peter saith unto him, 
cae ae: Lord, not my feet only, but also my 


hands and my head. 

10 Jesus saith. to him, He that is washed 
needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean 
every whit; and ! ye are clean, but not all: 

11 For ™ he knew who should betray him ; 
therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and 
had taken his garments, and was set down 


1 Chap. xv. 3. m Chap. vi. 64. 
Luke vi. 46; 1 Cor. viii. 6; xii. 3; Phil. ii. 11.— 
Xxi..27. 


n Matthew xxii. 8, 10; 
© Luke 


deepest reverence for his Master, to refuse to let him 
wash his feet: this act of his was emblematical of 
something spiritual ; of something that concerned the 
Salvation of Peter; and without which washing he 
could neither be an apostle nor be finally saved; 
therefore our Lord said, If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me. ‘There is a mystical washing by 
the blood of Christ, 1 John i. 7 ; and by his Spirit, 1 
Cor. vi. 11; Tit. ii. 5,6. It was the common cus- 
tom of our Lord to pass from sensible and temporal 
things to those which were spiritual and eternal ; and 
to take occasion from every thing that presented 
itself, to instruct his disciples, and to raise their souls 
to God. If the discourse was of bread, water, leaven, 
father, mother, riches, &c., he immediately changed 
the literal sense, and under the figure of these things, 
spoke of matters altogether spiritual and Divine. I 
have met with many good persons who have attempt- 
ed to imitate our blessed Lord in this, but I never 
knew one to succeed init. The reason is, it requires 
not. only very deep piety, but sound sense, together 
with an accurate knowledge of the nature and proper- 
ties of the subjects which, in this way, the person 
wishes to illustrate; and very few can be found who 
have such deep, philosophical knowledge as such 
cases require. The large folio which a good-inten- 
tioned man printed on the metaphors is, alas! a stand- 
ing proof how little mere piety can do in matters of 
this kind, where the sciences, and especially practical 
philosophy, are totally wanting. Jesus Christ was a 
consummate philosopher : every subject appears grand 
and noble in his hands. See an ample proof in the 
preceding chapter, ver. 24. 

Verse 9. Lord, not my feet only, &c.] It appears 
that Peter entered into our Lord’s meaning, and saw 
that this was emblematical of a spiritual cleansing : 
therefore he wishes to be completely washed. 

Verse 10. He that is washed] That is, he who 
has been in the bath, as probably all the apostles had 
lately been, in order to prepare themselves the better 
for the paschal solemnity ; for on that occasion, it was 
the custom of the Jews to bathe twice. 

Needeth not save to wash his feet] To cleanse 
them from any dirt or dust that might have adhered 
to them, in consequence of walking from the bath to 
the place of supper The washing, therefore, of the 
feet of such persons was all that was necessary, pre- 
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‘CHAP. XIII. 


he necessity of humility. 


again, he said unto them, Know ye eee 4089, 
what I have done to you? An. Olymp. 


13 "Ye call me Master and Lord: CY" 


and.ye say well; for so I am. 

14 °If 1 then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; Pye also ought to wash 
one.another’s feet. 

15 For 41 have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you. 

16 * Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 


P Rom. xii. 10; Gal. vi. 1,2; 1 Pet. v. 5.—4 Matt. xi. 29; 
Phil. ii. 5; 1 Pet. ii. 21; 1 John ii. 6.——* Matt. x. 24; Mark 
ix. 35; Luke vi. 40; chap. xv. 20. 


viously to their sitting down to table. The Hindoos 
walk home from bathing barefoot, and, on entering the 
house wash their feet again. To this custom our 
Lord evidently alludes. 

If these last words of our Lord had any spiritual 
reference, it is not easy to say what it was. A com- 
mon opinion is the following: He who is washed— 
who is justified through the blood of the Lamb, need- 
eth only to wash his feet—to regulate all his affections 
and desires; and to get, by faith, his conscience 
cleansed from any fresh guilt, which he may have 
contracted since his justification. 

Ye are clean, but not all} Eleven of you are up- 
right and sincere ; the twelfth is a traitor. So it ap- 
pears he had washed the feet of all the twelve; but 
as no external ablutions can purify a hypocrite or a 
traitor, therefore Judas still remained unclean. 

Verse 12. Know ye what I have done] Our Lord 
had told Peter, in the presence of the rest, ver. 7, 
that he should afterwards know what was the intent 
and meaning of this washing ; and now he begins to 
fulfil his promise; therefore I think it more likely 
that he gives a command, here, than asks a question, 
as he knew himself that they did not comprehend his 
design. On this account yivwoxete might be trans- 
lated in the imperative mood, consipeR what I have 
done. 

Verse 13. Ye call me Master and Lord] ‘O didacka- 
Aoc kat 6 xvptoc, similar to 3 Rabbi, and 1 Mar, 
titles very common among the Jewish doctors, as 
may be seen in Schoettgen. ‘This double title was 
not given except to the most accredited teachers, *27 
‘1101 Rabbi vemore, my master, my lord! 

Verse 14. Ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet.| That is, ye should be ready, after my example, 
to condescend to all the weakness of your brethren ; 
to be willing to do the meanest offices for them, and 
to prefer the least of them in honour to yourselves. 

Verse 16. The servant is not greater than his 
lord] Christ has ennobled the acts of humility by prac- 
tising them himself. The true glory of a Christian 
consists in being, in his measure, as humble as his 
Lord. 

Neither he that is sent] Ovde arocodoc, Nor an 
apostle. As I think these words were intended for 
the suppression of all worldly ambition and lordly con- 
duct in the apostles and their successors in the minise 
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The disciples are informed that 


A. M. 4033, 
A. D. 29 


An. Olymp. neither he that is sent, greater than 
=== he that sent“ him. 

17 ‘If ye know these things, happy are ye 
if ye do them. 

18 9 I speak not of you all: I know whom 
I have chosen: but that the scripture may be 
fulfilled, ‘He that eateth bread with me hath 
lifted up his heel against me. 

19 "Now ‘I tell you before it come, that 
when it is come to pass, ye may believe that 
IT am he. 

20 ~ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
receiveth whomsoever I send, receiveth me ; 


ST. JOHN. 


servant is not greater than his lord ; | and he that receiveth me, receiveth ae 


one of them should betray him 


him that sent me. — An, Olymp. 
°21 * When Jesus had thus said, ———— 


y he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that 7 one 
of you shall betray me. 

22 Then the disciples looked one on another, 
doubting of whom he spake. 

23 Now * there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom 
one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that 
he should ask who it should be of whom he spake. 

25 He then lying on Jesus’ breast, saith 
unto him, Lord, who is it? 


tPsa. xli. 9; Matt. xxvi. 23; ver. 2l. 
Vv Or, From henceforth. w Matt. x. 


s James i. 25. 
«Chap. xiv. 29; xvi. 4. 
40; xxv. 40; Luke x. 16. 


x Matt. xxvi. 21; Mark xiv. 18; Luke xxii. 21——y Chap. 
xl. 27. zActsi.17; 1 John ii. 19. a Chap. xix. 26; xx. 
Qs xxii 20) 24: 


try, therefore I think the original word arocoioc, 
should be translated apostle, rather than he that is 
sent, because the former rendering ascertains and de- 
termines the meaning better. 

Verse 17. If ye know these things, happy, &c.] 
True happiness consists in the knowledge of God, and 
in obedience to him. A man is not happy because he 
knows much; but because he receives much of the 
Divine nature, and is, in all his conduct, conformed to 
the Divine will. ‘They who have read many books 
(says Menu) are more exalted than such as have sel- 
dom studied ; they who retain what they have read, 
than forgetful readers ; they who fully wnderstand, 
than such as only remember; and they who perform 
their known duty, than such as barely know it. Sa- 
cred knowledge and devotedness to God are the means 
by which a man can arrive at beatitude.” See Insti- 
tutes of Menu, c. xii. Inst. 103, 104. For a heathen 
this saying is very remarkable. 

Verse 18. I speak not of you all] This is a con- 
tinuation of that discourse which was left off at the 
tenth verse. The preceding verses may be read in a 
parenthesis. 

I know whom I have chosen] I am not deceived in 
my choice; I perfectly foresaw every thing that has 
happened, or can happen. I have chosen Judas, not 
as a wicked man, nor that he should become such; 
but I plainly foresaw that he would abuse my bounty, 
give way to iniquity, deliver me into the hands of my 
enemies, and bring ruin upon himself. 

That the scripture may be fulfilled] Or, thus the 
scripture is fulfilled. Christ applies to Judas what 
David had said of his rebellious son Absalom, Psa. xli. 
9, who was one of the most express emblems of this 
traitor. See on chap. xii. 38, 39. 

He that eateth bread with me| That is, he who was 
in habits of the utmost intimacy with me. 

Hath lifted up his heel] An allusion to a restive, 
ill-natured horse, that sometimes kicks even the person 
who feeds and takes care of him. 

Verse 19. That—ye may believe] These frequent 
predictions of his death, so circumstantial in them- 
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selves, had the most direct tendency to confirm the 
disciples, not only in the belief of his being the Mes- 
siah, but also in that of his omniscience. 

Verse 20. He that receiveth whomsoever I send] 
See similar words, Matt. x. 40, &c. Our Lord spoke 
this to comfort his disciples: he showed them that, 
although they should be rejected by many, they would 
be received by several; and that whoever received 
them should reap the utmost benefit by it. 

Verse 21. Was troubled in spirit.| See the note 
on chap. xi. 33. 

And testified| Spoke with great earnestness. 

Shall betray me.| UWapadacer pe, Will deliver me up. 
Judas had already betrayed our blessed Lord, and he 
was now on the point of delivering him up into the 
hands of the chief priests. By all these warnings, 
did not our Lord intend that Judas should be bene- 
fited that he should repent of his iniquity, and turn 
and find mercy ? 

Verse 22. Looked one on another doubting of whom 
he spake.) See the notes on Matt. xxvi. 20-25. 
Every one but Judas, conscious of his own innocence, 
looked about upon all the rest, wondering who in that 
company could be such a traitor! Even Judas him- 
self is not suspected. Is not this a proof that his 
general conduct had been such as to subject him to no 
suspicion ? 

Verse 23. Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom] 
The Jews of those days, at their suppers, reclined, 
supported by their left arm, on couches placed round 
the table, as the Greeks and Romans did. On each 
couch there were two or three persons; and the head 
of one of them came near to the bosom of him who 
reclined above him on the same couch. The person 
here mentioned was John, the writer of this history, 
who, being more tenderly loved by Christ than the 
rest, had always that place at table which was near- 
est to his Lord. 

Verse 25. He then lying on Jesus’ breast] Exinecur, 
laying his head against the breast of Christ, in a lov- 
ing, respectful manner. As the expressions in the 
text are different here from those in the preceding 
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Christ pounts out Judas 


A. M. (033. = is 
Vursen 26 Jesus answered, He it is, to 


An, Olymp. whom I shall give a sop, when I 
————— have dipped it. And when he had 
dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, 
the son of Simon. 

27 ° And after the sop, Satan entered into 
him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou 
doest, do quickly. 

28 Now no man at the table knew for what 
intent he spake this unto him. 

29 For some of them thought, because 4 Judas 
had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, 
Buy those things that we have need of against 


CHAP. XIII. 


Iscariot as the traitor. 


: ‘va A. M. 4033. 
the feast; or, that he should give ps 


something to the poor: AnsOlnmp. 
30 He then, having received the ————— 
sop, went immediately out: and it was 


night. 

31 9 Therefore when he was gone out, 
Jesus said, ° Now is the Son of man glorified, 
and ‘ God is glorified in him. 

32 &If God be glorified in him, God shall 
also glorify him in himself, and » shall straight- 
way glorify him. 

33 Little children, yet a little while I am 
with you. Ye shall seek me: ‘and as I said 


¢ Luke xxii. 3; chap. vi.70.—4 Chap. xii. 6. 


b Or, morsel. 
: Chap. xii. 23. 


f Chap. xiv. 13; 1 Peter iv. 11——s Chap. xvii. 1, 4, 5, 6. 
h Chap. xil. 23. i Chap. vil. 34; vil. 21. 


verse, it shows that John altered his position at table, 
in order to ask the question which Peter suggested, 
which he prebably did by whispering to our Lord ; 
for, from ver. 28, we may learn that the other disci- 
ples had not heard what John said; and it is likely 
that the following words—Zt¢t is he to whom TI shall 
give the morsel when I have dipped it, were whispered 
back by Christ to John. 

Verse 26. And when he had dipped the sop] Dr. 
Lightfoot observes that it was no unusual thing to dip 
a sop and give it to any person; and it is probable 
that the rest of the disciples considered it as given to 
Judas that he might hurry to do some work on which 
he wished to employ him, and not wait to finish his 
supper in a regular manner. ‘They did not hear the 
question that John asked, nor our Lord’s answer ; but 
they no doubt heard the words, That thou doest do 
quickly—and might understand them as above. 

Verse 27. Satan entered into him.| He had enter- 
ed into him éefore, and now he enters again, to 
strengthen him in his purpose of delivering up his 
Master. But the morsel was not the cause of this 
entering in; the giving of it only marks the time in 
which the devil confirmed Judas in his traitorous pur- 
pose. Some have thought that this morsel was the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper: but this is an utter 
mistake. 

That thou doest, do quickly.| As if he had said: 
“Thou art past all counsel; thou hast filled up the 
measure of thy iniquity, and hast wholly abandoned 
thyself to Satan: I will not force thee to turn from 
thy purpose, and without this thou wilt not. Thy 
designs are all known to me; what thou art deter- 
mined to do, and I to permit, do directly ; delay not, 
T am ready.” 

Verse 29. Buy those things that we have need of 
against the feast] Calmet’s observation here has weight 
an it. “The disciples who thought that our Lord 
had said this to Judas, knew well that on the day of 
the passover there was neither buying nor selling in 
Jerusalem. This, therefore, did not happen on the 
paschal evening; for the feast, according to the com- 
mon opinion, must have begun the preceding evening, 

ad Jesus have eaten the passover with his disciples 
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the night before his death; but it appears to me, by 
the whole text of St. John, that the passover did not 
begin till the time in which our Lord expired upon 
the cross. It was then that they were sacrificing the 
pascha] lambs in the temple. It is therefore probable 
that the apostles believed that Judas went to purchase 
a lamb, and the other necessary things for the evening, 
and for the day of the passover.” On this subject the 
reader is requested to consult the observations at the end 
of Matt. xxvi., where the subject is considered at large. 

Give something to the poor.| It is well known that 
our Lord and his disciples lived on pudlie charity ; 
and yet they gave alms out of what they had thus 
received. rom this we learn that even those who 
live on charity themselves are expected to divide a 
little with those who are in deeper distress and want. 

Verse 30. He—went immediately out: and rt was 
night.) He set off to Jerusalem from Bethany, which 
was about two miles distant; and, under the conduct 
of the prince of darkness, and in the time of darkness, 
he did this work of darkness. 

Verse 31. Now is the Son of man glorified] Nvv 
edogacbn, Hath been glorified. Now it fully appears 
that I am the person appointed to redeem a lost world 
by my blood. I have already been glorified by this 
appointment, and am about to be farther glorified by 
my death, resurrection, and ascension. 

Verse 32. And shall straightway glorify him.] Or, 
glorify him, evOvc, immediately ; as he did, not only 
in the miracles wrought at his death, but also in that 
remarkable case mentioned, chap. xviii. 6, when the 
whole crowd that came to seize him were driven back 
with a word of his mouth, and fell to the ground. 

Verse 33. Little children] Or, rather, beloved 
children. Texvia, a word frequently used by this apos- 
tle in his epistles. It is an expression which implies 
great tenderness and affection, and such as a fond mo- 
ther uses to her most beloved babes. Now that Judas 
was gone out, he could use this epithet without any 
restriction of meaning. 

Yet a little while] The end of my life is at hand; 
Judas is gone to consummate his treason; I have but 
a few hours to be with you, and you shall be by and 
by scattered. 
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Christ foretells the 


A.M. 4033. unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye 
An. Olymp. cannot come; so now I say to you. 
34 * A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
35 'By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another. 
36 % Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, 
whither goest thou? Jesus answered him, 


ST. JOHN: 


denial of Peter 


Whither I go, thou canst not follow Jag, 2038. 


me now; but ™thou shalt follow An, Olymp 
me afterwards. is 

37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot | 
follow thee now? I will lay down my life 
for thy sake. 

38 Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down 
thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I] say 
unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou 
hast denied me: thrice. 


k Ley. xix. 18; chap. xv. 12, 17; Eph. v. 2; 1 Thess. iv. 9. 
James ii. 8; 1 Pet. i. 22; 1 John ii. 7, 8; ili. 11, 23; iv. 21. 


Ye shall seek me] For a few days ye shall feel 
great distress because of my absence. 

Whither I go, ye cannot come} Your time is not 
up. The Jews shall die in their sins, martyrs to their 
infidelity ; but ye shall die in the truth, martyrs for 
your Lord. 

Verse 34. A new commandment I give unto you] 
In what sense are we to understand that this was a 
new commandment? Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself, was a positive precept of the law, Lev. xix. 
18, and it is the very same that Christ repeats here ; 
how then was it new? Our Lord answers this ques- 
tion, Even as I have loved you. Now Christ more 
than fulfilled the Mosaic precept; he not only loved 
his neighbour as himself, but he loved him more than 
himself, for he laid down his life for men. In this 
he calls upon the disciples to imitate him; to be ready 
on all occasions to lay down their lives for each other. 
This was, strictly, a new commandment: no system 
of morality ever prescribed any thing so pure and dis- 
interested as this. Our blessed Lord has outdone all 
the moral systems in the universe in two words: 1. 
Tuove your enemies ; 2. Lay down your lives for each 
other. 

Verse 35. By this shall all men know, &c.] From 
this time forward, this mutual and disinterested love 
shall become the essential and distinctive mark of all 
my. disciples. When they love one another with pure 
hearts, fervently, even unto death, then shall it fully 
appear that they are disciples of that person who laid 
down his life for his sheep, and who became, by dying, 
a ransom for all. 

The disciples of different teachers were known by 
their habits, or some particular creed or rite, or point 
of austerity, which they had adopted ; but the disciples 
of Christ were known by this love which they bore to 
each other. The primitive Christians were particu- 
larly known by this among the Gentiles. Tertullian, 
in his Apology, gives us their very words: Vide, in- 
quiunt, ut se diligunt; et pro alterutro mori parati 
sunt. “See, said they, how they love one another, 
and are ready to lay down their lives for each other.” 

Verse 36. Thou canst not follow me now] Thou 
hast not faith strong enough to die for me, nor is thy 
work yet done ; but hereafter thou shalt suffer for my 
sake, and die in defence of my truth. See chap. xxi. 18. 

Verse 37. Why cannot I follow thee now 2] Peter 
»robably thought that our Lord intended to go some 
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1] John ii. 5; iv. 20. m Chap. xxi. 18; 2 Peter i. 14. 
2 Matt. xxvi. 33, 34, 35; Mark xiv. 29, 30,31; Luke xxil. 33,34. 
ee eae ee 
long journey, which would necessarily subject him to 
many inconveniences and fatigue ; and he felt quite 
disposed to follow him in this supposed journey, at all 
hazards. He saw no reason, because he did not 
see our Lord’s meaning, why he could not follow 
him now. 

T will lay down my life for thy sake.| Poor Peter! 
thou wast sincere, but thou didst not know thy own 
strength. Thou wast at this time willing to die, but 
when the time came wast not adle. Christ must first 
die for Peter, before Peter can die for him. Let no 
man think he can do any thing good, without ihe im- 
mediate assistance of God. Peter’s denial should be 
an eternal warning to all self-confident persons : though 
there be sincerity and good will at the bottom, yet in 
the trial these cannot perform that office which be- 
longs to the power of God. We should will, and then 
look to God for power to execute : without him we can 
do nothing. 

Verse 38. The cock shall not crow, &c.] See on 
Matt. xxvi. 34. Dr. Lightfoot has very properly re- 
marked that we must not understand these words, as 
if the cock should not crow at all before Peter had 
thrice denied his Master; but we must understand 
them thus: “ The cock shall not have finished his 
crowing before thou wilt thrice deny me. When the 
time was near, the very night in which this was to 
happen, Christ said, This very night the cock shall 
not crow his second time, &c. But here, two days 
before that time, he says, the cock shall not crow; that 
is, shall not have done his crowing. The Jews, and 
some other nations, divided the cock-crowing into the 
first, the second, and the third times.” 


1. On Peter’s denial of our Lord much has been 
written: by one class he has been incautiously ex- 
cused, and by another rashly censured. Peter was 
self-confident, but he was certainly sincere, and, lad 
he trusted more in God and less in himself, he would 
not have miscarried. He did not look to his Maker 
for strength, and therefore he fell. He was surprised, 
and found unarmed. It is a well-known fact that cir- 
cumstances have occurred in which persons of the most 
bold, intrepid, and adventurous minds have proved 
mere cowards, and acted to their own disgrace and 
ruin. Facts of this kind occur in the naval and mili- 
tary history of this and every other country. No man 
is master of himself at all times; therefore prudence 
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and caution should ever be united to courage. Peter 
had courage, but he had not caution : he felt a power- 
ful and determined wild; but the trial was above his 
own strength, and he did not look to God for power 
from on high. He was warned by this miscarriage, 
but he dearly bought his experience. Let him that 
readeth understand. 

2. A fact which occurs in the English Martyro- 
logy will serve to illustrate the history of Peter's de- 
nial and fall. In the reign of Queen Mary, when the 
Papists of this kingdom burned all the Protestants they 
could convict of denying the doctrine of transubstan- 
‘tiation, a poor man who had received the truth in the- 
ory, but had not as yet felt its power, was convicted 
and sentenced by their bloody tribunal to be burned 
alive. While they were drawing him to the place of 
execution, he was very pensive and melancholy ; and 
when he came within sight of the stake, &c., he was 
overpowered with fear and terror, and exclaimed, O! 
I can’t burn! I can’t burn! Some of the attending 
priests, supposing that he wished to recant, spoke to 
him to that effect. The poor man still believed the 
truth—felt no disposition to deny it—but did not feel 
such an evidence of his Maker’s approbation in his 
own soul as could enable him to burn for it! He con- 
tinued in great agony, feeling all the bitterness of death, 
and calling on God to reveal himself through the Son 
of his love. While thus engaged, God broke in upon 
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with the promise of gtory. 


his soul, and he was filled with peace and joy in be- 
lieving. He then clapped his hands, and exclaimed 
with a powerful voice, I can burn! I can burn! He 
was bound to the stake, and burned gloriously, triumph- - 
ing in God through whom he had received the atone 

ment. ‘This was a case in point. - The man was con 

vinced of the truth, and was willing to burn for the 
truth ; but had not as yet power, because he had not 
yet received an evidence of his acceptance with God. 
He pleaded for this with strong crying and tears, and 
God answered him to the joy of his soul; and then he 
was as able as he was willing to go to prison and to 
death. Without the power and consolation of the 
Spirit of God, who could be a martyr, even for Divine 
truth? We see now plainly how the case lies: no 
man is expected to do a supernatural work by his own 
strength; if left to that, in a case of this kind, his 
failure must be inevitable. But, in all spiritual mat 

ters, assistance is to be sought from God; he that 
seeks shall find, and he that finds Divine strength 
shall be equal to the task he is called to fulfil. Peter 
was incautious and off his guard: the trial came—he 
looked not for power from on high, and he fell: not 
merely because he was weak—not because God with- 
held the necessary assistance—but because he did not 
depend on and seek it. In no part of this business can 
Peter be excused—he is every where dlamable, and 
yet, through the whole, an object of pity. 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Christ comforts his disciples, on the event of his removal from them, by the consideration of his gong to 


prepare a place for them in heaven, 1—4. 
and is answered, 5-7. 


Thomas questions him concerning the way to the Father, 
Philip proposes a difficulty, and Christ shows that he and the Father are one; 


that he is Mediator between God and man; and that whatsoever is asked in his name shall be obtained, 8— 


14, 


He promises them the Holy Spirit as the Comforter and Spirit of truth, 15-18. 
he is shortly to leave them, and that those who love him should be loved of the Father, 19-21. 
a question, how Christ is to manifest himself to the disciples, and not to the Jews? 22. 


Shows them that 
Jude asks 


Christ answers, 


and shows that the manifestation is to be made to those who love God, and to them the Holy Spirit is to 


be an infallible teacher, 23-26. 
ments, 27-29. 


we 4033. LE? “not your heart be trou- 
bled : ye believe in God, be- 


lieve also in me. 
2 In my Father’s house are many mansions : 


An. Oba 
CCI 


He bequeaths his peace to them, and fortifies them against discourage- 
Foretells his approaching death, 30, 31. 


if it were not so, I would have told fy AOS 
you. I go to prepare a place for Ls Bede 
you. . 


3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 


a Ver. 27; chap. xvi. 3,22. 


> Chap. xiii. 33, 36. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIV. 

Verse 1. Let not your heart be troubled} After 
having answered St. Peter’s question, he addresses 
himself again to his disciples, and tells them not to be 
afflicted at his leaving them, nor to lose courage be- 
cause of what he said concerning Peter’s denying him ; 
that if they reposed their confidence in God, he would 
protect them; and that, howsoever they might see him 
treated, they should believe in him more firmly, as his 
sufferings, death, and resurrection should be to them 
the most positive proof of his being the Messiah, the 
Saviour of the world. 
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Ye believe in God, believe also in me.} It is best to 
read both the verbs in the imperative mood :—Place 
your confidence in God, and in me as the Mediator 
between God and man, ver. 12-14; and expect the 
utmost support from God ; but expect it all through 
me. ‘The disciples began to lose all hope of a secular 
kingdom, and were discouraged in consequence : Christ 
promises them a spiritual and heavenly inheritance, 
and thus lifts up their drooping hearts. 

Verse 2. In my Father’s house, &c.] 
dom of glory. 

Many mansions} Though I have said before that 
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The king- 


vhrist answers Philip, and shows 


A.M. 4033. ¢ J will come again, and receive 
An, Oiymp. you unto myself; that ‘where I 
‘“_ am, there ye may be also. 

4 And whither I go ye know, and the way 
ye know. 

5 4 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know 
not whither thou goest; and how can we 
know the way ? 

6 Jesus saith unto him, I am ° the way, and 
fthe truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 

7 iIf ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also: and from henceforth 
ye know him, and have seen him. 


8 4 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show 


¢ Ver. 18,28; Acts i. 114 Chap. xii. 26 ; xvii. 24; 1 Thess. 
iv. 17. e Heb. ix. 8. £ Chap. i. 175; viii. 32,——s Chap. 
1.4; xi. 25. h Chap. x. 9.—1i Chap. vii. 19. 


whither I am going ye cannot come now, yet do not 
think that we shall be for ever separated. I am going 
to that state of glory where there is not only a place 
of supreme eminence for myself, but also places for all 
my disciples ;—various degrees of glory, suited to the 
various capacities and attainments of my followers. 

Our Lord alludes here to the temple, which was call- 
ed the house of God, in the precincts of which there 
were a great number of chambers, 1 Kings vi. 5; Ezra 
vill. 29; Jer. xxxv. 2, 4; xxxvi. 10. 

If—not—I would have told you.| If your places 
were not prepared in the kingdom of God, I would not 
have permitted you to have indulged a vain hope con- 
cerning future blessedness. 

Verse 3. And if I go] And when I shall have gone 
and prepared a place for you—opened the kingdom of 
an eternal glory for your reception, and for the recep- 
tion of all that shall die in the faith, J wall come again, 
after my resurrection, and give you the fullest assur- 
ances of this state of blessedness ; and confirm you in 
the faith, by my grace and the effusion of my Spirit. 
Pr. Lightfoot thinks, and with great probability too, 
that there is an allusion here to Num. x. 33: And the 
ark of the Lord went before them, to search out a rest- 
ing place for them. 

Verse 4. And whither I go ye know] I have told 
you this so often and so plainly that ye must certainly 
have comprehended what I have said. 

Verse 5. Lord, we know not| Thomas, perhaps, 
thought that our Lord only spoke of his going some 
distance from the place where he then was. 

Verse 6. I am the way] That leads to the Father: 
—the rrurn that teaches the knowledge of God, and 
directs in the way :—the tire that animates all those 
who seek and serve him, and which is to be enjoyed 
eternally at the end of the way. 

Christ is the way: 1. By his doctrine, chap. vi. 68. 
2. By his example, 1 Pet. ii. 21. 3. By his sacrifice, 
Heb. ix. 8,9. 4. By his Spirit, chap. xvi. 13. 

He is the rrura: 1. In opposition to all false reli- 
gions. 2. To the Mosaic law, which was only the 
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that he is one with the Father 

; . A.M. 4033 

us the Father, and it suffi me 
ceth us. An. Olymp. 


! [ CGI. 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I, ———___. 


been so long time with you, and yet hast thou 
not known me, Philip? * he that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou 
then, Show us the Father ? 

10 Believest thou not that I !am in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in me? the words that I 
speak unto you ™ I speak not of myself : but the 
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me: “or else believe me for 
the very works’ sake. 

12 9 ° Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 


k Chap. xii. 45; Col. i. 15; Heb. i. 3! Ver. 20; chap. x. 
38; xvil/ 21, 23: m Chap. v. 19; vii. 16; vili. 28; xii. 49. 
Ch. v. 36; x. 38. © Matt. xxi.21; Mark xvi. 17; Luke x. 17. 


shadow, not the truth or substance, of the good things 
which were to come. And 3. In respect to all the 
promises of God, 2 Cor. i. 20. 

He is the tire, both in grace and glory; the life 
that not only saves from death, but destroys it. 

No man cometh unto the Father| By any other doc- 
trine, by any other merit, or by any other intercession 
than mine. 

Verse 7. If ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father] Because I and the Father are one, chap. 
x. 30. Or, if ye had properly examined the intention 
and design of the law, ye would have been convinced 
that it referred to me; and that all that I have done 
and instituted was according to the design and intention 
of the Father, as expressed in that law. 

Verse 8. Show us the Father] As if he had said, 
We have seen and adored ¢hee, and our happiness will 
be complete if thou show us the Father. The demand 
of Philip was similar to that made by Moses, Exod. 
xXxxiil. 18. He wished to see the glory of God. In 
Peter, James, or John, this would have been inexcusa- 
ble ; but Philip had not seen the transfiguration on the 
mount. The Jewish history is full of the manzfesta- 
tions which God made of himself, and especially when 
he gave the law. As Christ was introducing a new 
law, Philip wished to have an additional manifestation 
of God. 

Verse 9. He that hath seen me hath seen the Father] 
Could any creature say these words? Do they not 
evidently imply that Christ declared himself to his 
disciples to be the everlasting God? 

Verse 10. I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me?| We are essentially one ; and those who have 
seen me have seen him who sent me. 

He doeth the works.| We are not only one in nature, 
but one also in operation. 'The works which I have 
done bear witness of the infinite perfection of my nature. 
Such miracles as I have wrought could only be per- 
formed by unlimited power. 

Verse 12. And greater works than these] The 
miracles which I have wrought could not have been 
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Christ promises to send the 


A, M- 4033. that believeth on me, the works that 


nO. I do shall he do also; and greater 
——_—— works than these shall he do; be- 
cause I go unto my Father. 

13 » And whatsoever ye shall ask in: my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 


14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, 
T will do z¢. 


a 
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Holy Ghost to his disciples. 
15 7 If ye love me, keep my ee 
commandments. An. Olymp. 


16 And I will pray the Father, "*_ 


and * he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever ; 

17 Even *the Spirit of truth; * whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, “ and shall be in you. 


P Matt. vil. 7; xxi. 22; Mark xi. 24; Luke xi, 9; chap. xv. 7, 
6; xvi. 23, 24; James i. 5; 1 John iii. 22; v. 14. 4 Ver. 21, 
23; chap. xv. 10, 14; 1 John v. 3. 


r Chap. xv. 26; xvi. 7; Rom. viii. 15, 26——s Chap. xv. 
26; xvi. 13; 1 John iv. 6. 1 Cor. ii. 14, “J John 
ie 27. 


wrought but by the omnipotence of God; but that 
omnipotence can work greater. And those who be- 
lieve on my name shall, through my almighty power, 
be enabled to work greater miracles than those which 
I have ordinarily wrought. An impostor might seduce 
the people by false miracles; but he could not make 
his power and cunning pass to all those who were 
seduced by him: but J will give you this proof of the 
divinity of my mission and the truth of my doctrine. 

Perhaps the greater works refer to the immense 
multitudes that were brought to God by the ministry 
of the apostles. By the apostles was the doctrine of 
Christ spread far and wide; while Christ confined his 
ministry chiefly to the precincts of Judea. It is certainly 
the greatest miracle of Divine grace to convert the 
obstinate, wicked heart of man from sin to holiness. 
This was done in numberless cases by the disciples, 
who were endued with power from on high, while 
proclaiming remission of sins through faith in his 
blood. 

Some account for the greater works thus: 1. The 
very shadow of Peter healed the diseased, Acts v. 15. 
2. Diseases were cured, and demons cast out, by ap- 
plying to the persons handkerchiefs and aprons that 
had before touched the body of Paul, Acts xix. 12. 
3. By the word of Peter, Ananias and Sapphira were 
struck dead, Acts v.5,9,10. 4. Elymas the sorcerer 
was struck blind by the word of Paul, Acts xiii. 11. 
5. Christ only preached in Judea, and in the language 
only of that country ; but the apostles preached through 
the most of the then known world, and in ail the lan- 
guages of all countries. But let it be remarked that 
all this was done by the power of Christ; and I think 
it still more natural. to attribute the greater works to 
the greater number of conversions made under the 
apostles’ ministry. The reason which our Lord gives 
for this is worthy of deep attention :— 

Because I go unto my Father.| Where I shall be 
an Intercessor for you, that— 

Verse 13. Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name] 
To enable you to perform these miracles, and to con- 
vert souls, may be granted you. Besides, by going 
unto the Father, I shall receive the Holy Spirit, and 
send down his abundant influences into the hearts of 
those who believe. 

Verse 15. If ye love me, keep my commandments. | 
Do not be afflicted at the thought of my being separat- 
ed from you: the most solid proof ye can give of your 
attachment to and affection for me is to keep my com- 

1 


mandments. This I shall receive as a greater proof 
of your affection than your tears. 

Verse 16. J will pray the Father] After having 
made an atonement for the sin of the world, I will be- 
come the Mediator between God and man ; and through 
my mediation and intercession shall all the blessings 
of grace and glory be acquired. 

Another Comforter) The word rapakAnrog signifies 
not only a comforter, but also an advocate, a defender 
of a cause, a counsellor, patron, mediator. Christ is 
thus termed, 1 John ii. 1, where the common trans- 
lation renders the word advocate. Christ is thus called, 
because he is represented as transacting the concerns 
of onr souls with God; and for this cause, he tells us, 
he goes unto the Father, ver. 12. The Holy Spirit 
is thus called, because he transacts the cause of God 
and Christ with us, explains to us the nature and im- 
portance of the great atonement, shows the necessity 
of it, counsels us to receive it, instructs us how to lay 
hold on it, wendicates our claim to it, and makes inter- 
cessions in us with unutterable groanings. As Christ 
acted with his disciples while he sojourned with them, 
so the Holy Ghost acts with those who believe in his 
name. 

For ever| As the death and atonement of Christ 
will be necessary to man till the conclusion of the 
world, so the office of the Holy Spirit must be con- 
tinued among men till the end of time: therefore says 
Christ, he shall continue with you for ever, teaching, 
comforting, advising, defending, and interceding for 
you and for all my followers to the end of time. 

Verse 17. The Spirit of truth] The Spirit, or Holy 
Ghost, whose essential office is to manifest, vindicate, 
and apply the truth. The Gospel of Christ may be 
thus called, because it exposes falsity, removes error, 
and teaches the knowledge of the true God—shows 
the way to him, saves from vanity and dlusive hopes, 
and establishes solid happiness in the souls of those 
who believe. 

The world cannot receive] By the world, St. John 
means those who are influenced only by the desire of 
the flesh, the desire of the eye, and the pride of life, 
1 John ii. 16. Now these cannot receive the Spirit 
of the truth, because they see him not, have no spiritual 
discernment, attend to nothing but the dictates of their 
corrupt passions and affections, and will admit of no 
influence but what can be an object of their senses. 
Hence all the deism and irreligion in the world. God, 
in the operation of his hands, and in the influences of 
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fle that loves Christ will 


A. ee ag 18 vJ will not leave you * com- 


An. Olymp. fortless: * I will come to you. 

19 Yet a little while, and the world 
seeth me no more ; but ¥ ye see me: * because 
I live, ye shall live also. 

20 At that day ye shall know that * I am in 
my Father, and ye in me, and J in you. 

21 >He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and 
he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him. 


¥ Matt. xxviil. 20.—Ww Or, orphans. XVer. adi 28: 
y Chap. xvi. 16. 21 Cor. xv. 20. a Ver. 10; chap. x. 38; 
xvil. 21, 23,-26. 


his Spirit, is found every where except in the pervert- 
ed passions of men. In these alone do men of corrupt 
minds seek him; here only he is not to be found; and 
therefore they become infidels and atheists. 

But ye know him| Ye have already received a 
measure of the truth, and ye believe in this Spirit. 
Probably our Lord refers to the knowledge which they 
should afterwards attain: in this sense the passage has 
been understood by the Vulgate, Nonnus, and two 
copies of the Itala, which read, Ye sHauu know him. 

For he dwelleth with you] Or, asthe Aithiopic, Vul- 
gate, Nonnus, and six copies of the [tala read, he shall 
dwell with you, (see above ;) and this, it is very evident, 
is the meaning of the evangelist, who not unfrequently 
uses the present for the future tense. It is certain 
the Holy Spirit was not yet given to the disciples so as to 
dwell in them; this St. John himself assures us, chap. 
vii. 39. And it is evidently of that Spirit and its in- 
fluences, which was not given till the day of pentecost, 
that our Lord here speaks. 

Verse 18. I will not leave you comfortless| Lite- 
rally, orphans. The original word op¢avoc, is by some 
derived from op¢voc, obscure, dark, because, says Min- 
tert, an orphan (one deprived of father and mother) is 
little esteemed, neglected, and is obliged to wander 
about in obscurity and darkness. Others derive it 
from the Hebrew 11" charaph, to strip or make bare, 
despou, because such a child is destitute of comfort, 
direction, and support, and isa prey to misery and 
disease, to sin and to death. 

The disciples of a particular teacher among the He- 
brews called him father ; his scholars were called his 
children, and, on his death, were considered as orphans. 
Christ calls his disciples children, beloved children, 
chap. xiii. 33; and, now that he is about to be remoy- 
ed from them by death, he assures them that they shall 
not be left fatherless, or without a teacher; for in a 
little time he should come again, (rise from the dead,) 
and, after his ascension, they should be made partakers 
of that Spirit which would be their comforter, advo- 
cate, teacher, and guide for ever. 

Verse 19. Because I live] As surely as I shall rise 
from the dead, so shall ye. My resurrection shall be 
the proof and pledge of yours. And because I live a 
hfe of intercession for you at the right hand of God, 
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keep his commandments. 


22 ¢ Judas saith unto him, not ie 


Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou a oor 
wilt manifest thyself unto us, and 
not unto the world ? 

23 Jesus answered and said unto him, ¢ If 
a man love me, he will keep my words ; and 
my Father will love him, * and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. 

24 He that loveth me not, keepeth not my 
sayings: and f the word which ye hear is not 
mine, but the Father’s which sent me. 


25 These things have I spoken unto 


b Ver. 15, 23; 1 John ii. 5; v..3. ¢ Luke vi. 16.——4 Ver. 
15. e] John ii. 24; Rev. iii. 20.— Ver. 10; chap. v.19, 38; 
vil. 163 vill. 283; xii. "49. 


ye shall live a life of grace and peace here, and a life 
of glory hereafter. 

Verse 20. That Iam in my Father] After my re- 
surrection, ye shall be more fully convinced of this 
important truth, that I and the Father are one; for I 
will live in you by the energy of my Spirit, and ye 
shall live in me by faith, Jove, and obedience. 

Verse 21. He it is that loveth me] See onver. 15. 

And will manifest myself to him.| All my faithful 
disciples shall see me after my resurrection ; and | will 
manifest my power and goodness to all those who be- 
lieve in and obey me, even to the end of the world. 

Verse 22. Judas] The same as Thaddeus and 
Lebbeus, the brother of James, and author of what is 
called the epistle of Jude. 

How is it] Or, how can it be—rti yeyovev, what is 
to happen 2—on what account is it? Judas, who was 
probably thinking that the kingdom of Christ should 
extend over all the earth, wonders how this can be, 
and yet Christ manifest himself only to his disciples 
and not to the world, ver. 19. To this our Lord, in 
amore express manner than he had done before 
answers :— 

Verse 23. Ifa man] Not only my present dis- 
ciples, but all those who shail believe on me through 
their word, or that of their successors : 

Love me] Receive me as his Saviour, and get the 
love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost : 

He will keep my words] Observe all my sayings, 
and have his affections and conduct regulated by my 
Spirit and doctrine : 

My Father will love him] Call him his child ; sup- 
port, defend, and preserve him as such. 

And we will come unto him] God the Father, through 
his Son, will continue to pour out his choicest blessings 
upon his head and upon his heart : 

And make our abode with him.| Will make his heart 
our temple, where God, the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
shall rest, receive homage, and dwell to eternity. Thus 
will I manifest myself to the believing, loving, obedi- 
ent disciple, and not to the world, who will not receive 
the Spirit of the truth. 

Verse 24. He that loveth me not, &c.] Hence we 
learn that the man who is not obedient to the testi- 
monies of Christ does not love him; and the Spirit of: 
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Christ comforts his disciples CHAP. XTV. wn prospect of his death. 
A. M. 4033. 2 s.* : ee 

a D.og «6©you, being yet present with|loved me, ye would rejoice, because Aad 4032. 
pate you: YT said, ™I go unto the Father: for An Olymp. 


26 But & the Comforter, which ts 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, *he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatso- 
ever I have said unto you. 

27 4 ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. * Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. 

28 Ye have heard how !1I said unto you, 


my Father is greater than I. 

29 And ° now I have told you before it come 
to pass, that when it is come to pass ye might 
believe. 

30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: 
P for the prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me. 

31 But that the world may know that I love 
the Father; and 4as the Father gave me com- 
mandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go 


I go away, and come again unto you. If ye| hence. 
& Ver. 16; Luke xxiv. 49; chap. xv. 26; xvi. 7. h Chap. ii. 1 Ver. 3, 18.——™ Ver. 12; chap. xvi. 16; xx. 17. 0 See ch, 
22; mii. 16; xvi. 13; 1 John ii, 20, 27.1 Phil. iv. 7; Col. iii. | v.18 ; x. 30; Phil. ii.6—o Chap. xiii. 19; xvi. 4——? Chap. 


15. k Ver. 1. 


xii. 31; xvi. 11—a Chap. x. 18; Phil. ii. 8; Heb. v. 8. 


this truth has said, He who loves not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be accursed, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Verse 26. He shall teach you all things] If in the 
things which I have already spoken to you, there ap- 
pear to you any obscurity, the Holy Spirit, the Advo- 
eate, Counsellor, and Instructer, will take away all 
your doubts, free you from all embarrassment, and give 
you a perfect understanding in all things: and this 
Spirit ye shall shortly receive. 

And bring all things to your remembrance] Here 
Christ promises them that inspiration of the Holy Spi- 
rit which enabled them not only to give a true history 
of his life and death, but also gave them the most per- 
fect recollection of all the words which he had spoken 
to them, so that they have been able to transmit to 
posterity the identical words which Jesus uttered in 
his sermons, and in his different discourses with them, 
the Jews, and others. 

Verse 27. Peace I leave with you) The Jewish 
form of salutation and benediction. A wish of peace 
among them is thus to be understood: May you pros- 
per in body and soul, and enjoy every earthly and 
heavenly good! For the meaning of this word, see 
Matt. v. 9. 

My peace I give unto you] Such tranquillity of soul, 
such uninterrupted happiness of mind, such everlasting 
friendship with Giod as I enjoy, may ye all enjoy! 
And such blessedness I bequeath unto you: it is my 
last, my best, my dying legacy. 

Not as the world giveth] Not as the Jews, in empty 
wishes: not as the people of the world, in empty com- 
pliments. Their salutations and benedictions are gene- 
rally matters of custom and polite ceremony, given 
without desire. or design; but I mean what I say; 
what I wish you, that I will give you. To his fol- 
lowers Jesus gives peace, procures it, preserves it, and 
establishes it. He is the author, prince, promoter, and 
keeper of peace. 

Neither let it be afraid.|] Myde devAratw, Let not your 
heart shrink back through fear of any approaching evil. 
This is the proper meaning of the word. In a few 
hours ye will be most powerfully assaulted ; but stand 


firm :—the evil will only fall upon me; and this evil | general ; for, 


Vou. L: (*s0 ) 


will result in your comfort and salvation, and in the 
redemption of a lost world. 

Verse 28. J go away] To the Father by my death: 

And come again unto you.) By my resurrection. 

Ye would rejoice] Because, as the Messiah, I am 
going to receive a kingdom, and power, and glory, for 
ever. Therefore as my friends ye should rejoice in 
my elevation, though for a while it may put you to the 
pain of being separated from me : besides, JT am going 
that I may send you the Holy Spirit, which shall fill 
you with the fulness of God: on your own account, 
therefore, ye should have rejoiced and not mourned. 

My Father is greater than I.) In ver. 24, Christ 
tells his disciples that the Father had sent him: i. e. 
in his quality of Messiah, he was sent by the Father 
to instruct, and to save mankind. Now, as the sender 
is greater than the sent, chap. Xiil. 16, so in this sense 
is the Father greater than the Son; and in this sense 
was the passage understood by Origen, Jerome, Nova- 
tian, and Vigilius, who read the text thus: The Father, 
6 meupac, who sent me, is greater than I. It certainly 
requires very little argument, and no sophistry, to re- 
concile this saying with the most orthodox notion of 
the Godhead of Christ; as he is repeatedly speaking 
of his Divine and of his human nature. Of the former 
he says, J and the Father are one, chap. x. 30; and 
of the latter he states, with the same truth, The Father 
is greater than I. 

Verse 29. I have told you before it come to pass] 
Lest my death should be a stumbling-block to you, I 
have spoken of it beforehand, and showed you the ne- 
cessity of it, that when it happens ye may believe, that 
as I could predict it so clearly, and so circumstantially, 
so all the good which I have promised shall be the re- 
sult may be confidently expected by you ; and that your 
sorrow, if not entirely removed, may at least be much 
mitigated. 

Verse 30. The prince of this world] Tovtov, of this, 
is omitted by ABDEGHKLMS, Mt. BH, one hundred 
others; both the Syriac, later Persic, all the Arabic, 
and several of the primitive fathers. [ rather think 
the omission of the pronoun makes the sense more 
had he said TH1s world, the words might 
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have been restrained to the Jewish state, or to the 
Roman government. But who is the person called 
here the prince of the world? 

1. Mr. Wakefield thinks that Christ speaks here of 
himself, as he does in chap. xu. 31, (see the note there,) 
and translates this verse and the following thus: For 
the ruler of this world is coming ; and I have nothing 
now to do, but to convince the world that I love the 
Father, and do as he commanded me. On which he 
observes that our Lord speaks of what he shall be, 
when he comes again, and not of what he then was : 
compare ver. 18; chap. xvi. 16; xvii. 2; Matt. XXvill. 
18; Phil. ii. 9. And how often does he speak of 
himself, as the Son of man, in the third person! See 
his vindication of this translation in the third vol. of his 
New Testament. 

2. Others think that our Lord refers to the Roman 
government, the ruler of the world, who, by its deputy, 
Pilate, was going to judge him, but who should find 
nothing, (ekpnoet ovdev, which is the reading found in 
some excellent MSS. and versions, and is followed by 
almost all the primitive fathers,) as a just cause of 
death in him—nothing in the whole of his conduct 
which was in the least reprehensible ; and this indeed 
Pilate witnessed in the most solemn manner. See 
chap. xviii. 38; xix. 4, 12; see also Luke xxii. 4, 
&c., and Matt. xxvii. 24. 

3. But the most general opinion is that Satan is 
meant, who is called the prince of the power of the air, 


St, JOHN. 


vine and its branches 


Eph. ii. 2; and who is supposed to be the same that 
is called the god of this world, 2 Cor. iv. 4; and who 
at his last and most desperate trial, the agony in the 
garden, should be convinced that there was nothing of 
his nature in Christ, nothing that would coincide with 
his solicitations, and that he should find himself com- 
pletely foiled in all his attacks, and plainly foresee the 
impending ruin of his kingdom. It is very difficult to 
ascertain the real meaning here: of the different opi- 
nions proposed above, the reader must take that which 
he deems the most likely. 

Verse 31. Arise, let us go hence.| Calmet supposes 
that Christ, having rendered thanks to God, and sung 
the usual hymn, Matt. xxvi. 30; Mark xiv. 26; rose 
from the table, left the city, and went towards the 
garden of Olives, or garden of Gethsemane, on the 
road to which, a part of the following discourse was 
delivered. It was now about midnight, and the moon 
was almost full, it being the 14th day of her age, about 
the time in which the Jewish passover was to be slain. 


Tue reader should carefully note the conduct of our 
Lord. He goes to die as a sacririce, out of love to 
mankind, in obedience to the Divine will, and with un- 
shaken courage. All our actions should be formed 
on this plan. They should have the love of God and 
man for their principle and motive; his glory for their 
end; and‘his will for their rule. He who lives and 
acts thus shall live for ever. Amen 


CHAPTER XV. 


The union of Jesus Christ with his followers, represented by the parable of a vine and its branches, 1-11. 


He exhorts them to mutual love, 12. 
13-15. 


the Jews in rejecting Christ, 22-25. 
Comforter of the disciples, 26, 27. 


See T AM the “true vine, and my 
de, Clvmp Father is the husbandman. 


2 > Every branch in me that beareth 


Calls them his friends, and promises to lay down his life for them, 
Appoints them their work, and promises them success in it, 16. 
mutual love, 17, and foreiells the opposition they would meet with from the world, 18-21. 


Renews the exhortation to 
The sin of 


The Holy Spirit is promised as a witness for Christ, and the 


not fruit he taketh away: and every Ae — 


branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth An. Olymp. 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. ge 


#Gen. xlix. 11; Deut. xxxii. 32; Isa. v. 1,2; Jer ii. 21. 


b Matt. xv. 13; Isa. i. 25; Eph. v. 9, 26. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XV. 

Verse 1. I am the true vine] Perhaps the vines 
which they met with, on their road from Bethany to 
Gethsemane, might have given rise to this discourse. 
Some of the disciples were probably making remarks 
on the different kinds of them, and our Lord took the 
opportunity of improving the conversation, according 
to his usual manner, to the instruction of their souls. 
He might here term himself the true vine, or vine of 
the right sort, in opposition to the wild and barren vine. 
Some MSS. and several of the fathers read the verse 
thus: I am the true vine, ye are the branches, and my 
Father is the husbandman. Some think that, as this 
discourse followed the celebration of the Eucharist, 
our Lord took oceasion from the fruit of the vine, used 
in that ordinance, to introduce this similitude. 

Verse 2. Every branch in me] I stand in the same 
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relation to my followers, and they to me, as the vine 
to the branches, and the branches to the vine. 

He taketh away| As the vine-dresser will remove 
every unfruitful branch from the vine, so will my Fa- 


| ther remove every unfruitful member from my mystical 


body—such as Judas, the unbelieving Jews, the apos- 
tatizing disciples, and all false and merely nominal 
Christians, who are attached to the vine by faith in 
the word and Divine mission of Christ, while they live 
not in his life and Spirit, and bring forth no fruit to 
the glory of God; and also every branch which has 
been in him by true faith—such as have given way to 
iniquity, and made shipwreck of their faith and of their 
good conscience : all these he taketh away. 

He purgeth it) He pruneth. The branch which 
bears not fruit, the husbandman azpex avto, taketh rv 
away; but the branch that beareth fruit, caVacpec aura, 

( @0* >) 


The same simalitude CHAP. XV. continued and explained. 
ph 3 ° Now ye are clean through the| that abideth in me, and I in him, sai ale 


ee word which I have spoken unto 
you. 

4 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: he 


© Chap. xiii. 10; xvii. 17; Eph. v.26; 1 Peter i. 22——4Col. 
1. 23; 1 John ii. 6. 


the same bringeth forth much An. Olymp. 
Sonic oa Se OCT. 1. 

ruit* for f without me ye can do 
nothing. 

6 Ifa man abide not in me, £ he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned. 


¢ Hos. xiv. 8; Phil. i. 11; iv. 13 Or, severed from me, Acts 
iv. 12. £ Matt. iii. 10; vii. 19. 


he taketh away From it, i. e. he prunes away excres- 
cences, and remeves every thing that might hinder its 
increasing fruitfulness. The verb xa¥apw, from xara, 
mtens. and apo, I take away, signifies ordinarily to 
cleanse, purge, purify, but is certainly to be taken 
in the sense of pruning, or cutting off, in this text, as 
the verb purgare is used by Horace, Hpist. lib. i. ep. 
Vil. v.51. ; 
Cultello proprios purgantem leniter ungues. 

“ Composedly parine his own nails with a penknife.” 


He who brings forth fruit to God’s glory, according 
to his light and power, will have the hinderances taken 
away from his heart; for his very thoughts shal] be 
cleansed by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 3. Now ye are clean} Kavapo: eote, Ye are 
pruned. As our Lord has not changed the metaphor, 
it would be wrong to change the expression. 

Through the word] Aca tov royov, Through that 
word—that doctrine of holiness which I have inces- 
santly preached unto you, and which ye have received. 
Perhaps our Lord more immediately refers here to 
the words which he had spoken concerning Judas, 
chap. xiii. 21-30, in consequence of which Judas 
went out and finished his bargain with the chief 
priests: he being gone off, the body of the apostles 
was purified; and thus he might say, Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you. 

Verse 4. Abide in me] Hold fast faith and a good 
conscience ; and let no trials turn you aside from the 
truth. And J will abide im you—ye shall receive 
every help and influence from me that your souls 
can require, in order to preserve and save them 
to eternal life. 

These two things are absolutely necessary to our 
salvation: 1. That we continue closely united to 
Christ by faith and love, and live in and to him. 2. 
That we continually receive from him the power to do 
good; for as the branch, however good in itself, can- 
not bear fruit from itself, through its own juice, which 
it has already derived from the tree, and can be no 
longer supported than it continues in union with the 
parent stock, neither can ye, unless ye abide in me. 
As the branch partakes of the nature of the tree, is 
nourished by its juice, and lives by its life, so ye must 
be made partakers of my Divine nature, be wise in my 
wisdom, powerful in my might, and pure through my 
holiness. 

Verse 5. Without me ye can do nothing.] Xwptc 
euov ov dvvact_e novey ovdev— Separated from me, ye 
can do nothing at all. God can do without man, but 
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man cannot do without God. Following the metaphor 
of our Lord, it would be just as possible to do any 
good without him, as for a branch to live, thrive, 
and bring forth fruit, while cut off from that tree 
from which it not only derives its juices, but its very 
existence also. 

Nearly similar to this saying of our Lord, is that of 
Creeshna (the incarnate God of the Hindoos) to his 
disciple Avjoon: “ God is the gift of charity ; God 
is the offering: God it the fire of the altar; by God 
the sacrifice is performed; and God is to be obtained 
by him who maketh God alone the object of his 
works.” And again: “Iam the sacrifice ; I am the 
worship ; I am the spices; I am the invocation; I am 
the fire; and I am the victim. Iam the Father and 
Mother of this world, and the Preserver. I am the 
Holy One, worthy to be known; the mystic figure 
OM; (see on chap. i. 14;) I am the journey of the 
good; the Comforter; the Creator; the Witness ; 
the resting-place ; the asylum, and the Friend. Iam 
the place of all things; and the inexhaustible seed 
of nature; I am sunshine, and [I am rain; I now 
draw in, and now let forth.” See Bhagvat, Geeta, pp. 
54 and 80. Could such sentiments as these ever 
come from any other source than Divine revelation? 
There is a saying in Theophilus very similar to one 
of those above: Qeo¢ ov ywpertat, adda avtog eoTl TOTOC 
tov ddwv.—God is not comprehended, but he is the 
place of all things. 

Verse 6. If a man abide not in me] Our Lord in 
the plainest manner intimates that a person may as 
truly be united to him as the branch is to the tree that 
produces it, and yet be afterwards cut off and cast into 
the fire ; because he has not brought forth fruit to the 
glory of his God. No man can cut off a branch from 
a tree to which that branch was never united: it is 
absurd, and contrary to the letter and spirit of the 
metaphor, to talk of being seemingly in Christ—because 
this means nothing. If there was only a seemar, 
union, there could be only a seeming excision: so the 
matter is just where it began; nothing is done on 
either side, and nothing said to any purpose. 

He is cast forth] Observe, that person who abides 
not in Christ, in a believing, loving, obedient spirit, 19 
—1. Cut off from Jesus, having no longer any right or 
title to him or to his salvation. 2. He is withered- 
deprived of all the influences of God’s grace and 
Spirit ; loses all his heavenly unction ; becomes indif- 
ferent, cold, and dead to every holy and spiritual word 
and work. 3. He is gathered—becomes (through 
the judgment of God) again united with backsliders 
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The incomparable 


A. M. 4033. ide in me, and my words 
ee 7 Ifye abide ’ y 


An. Olymp. abide in you, * ye shall ask what ye 
is will, and it shall be done unto you. 
8 ‘Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit ; * so shall ye be my disciples. 
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I 
loved you: continue ye in my love. 
10 'If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 


h Ver. 16; chap. xiv. 13, 14; xvi. 23.——/ Matt. v. 16; Phil. 
i. 11.— Chap. viii. 3]; xiii. 35-1! Chap. xiv. 15, 21, 23. 
m Chap. xvi. 24; xvii. 13; 1 John i. 4. 


like himself, and other workers of iniquity; and, 
being abandoned to his own heart and Satan, he is, 4. 
Cast into the fire—separated from God’s people, from 
God himself, and from the glory of his power. And, 
5. He wis burned—is eternally tormented with the devil 
and his angels, and with all those who have lived and 
died in their iniquity. Reader! pray God that this 
may never be thy portion. 

Verse 7. If ye abide in me, &c.] “ Those,” says 
Creeshna, “ whose understandings are in him, (God,) 
whose souls are in him, whose confidence is in him, 
whose asylum is in him, are by the inspired wisdom 
purified from all their offences, and go from whence 
they shall never return.” Geeta, p. 59. 

Observe, in order to have influence with God, we 
must—1. Be united to Christ—if ye abide in me. 2. 
That in order to be preserved in this union, we must 
have our lives regulated by the doctrine of Christ— 
and my words abide in you. 3. That to profit by 
this union and doctrine, we must pray—ye shail ask. 
4. That every heavenly blessing shall be given to 
those who continue in this union, with a loving, obe- 
dient, praying spirit :—ye shall ask what ye will, &c. 

Verse 8. Herein ismy Father glorified] Or, honoured. 
It is the honour of the husbandman to have good, 
strong, vigorous vines, plentifully laden with fruit : 
so it is the honour of God to have strong, vigorous, 
holy children, entirely freed from sin, and perfectly 
filled with his love. 

Verse 10. If ye keep my commandments, &e.] 
Hence we learn that it is impossible to retain a sense 
of God’s pardoning love, without continuing in the 
obedience of faith. 

Verse 11. That my joy may remain in you] That 
the joy which I now feel, on account of your steady, 
affectionate attachment to me, may be lasting, I give 
you both warnings and directions, that ye may abide 
in the faith. 

That your joy might be full.} Or, complete— 
TAnpwdy, filled up: ao metaphor taken from a vessel, 
into which water or any other thing is poured, till it 
is full to the brim. The religion of Christ expels all 
misery from the hearts of those who receive it in its 
fulness. It was to drive wretchedness out of the 
world that Jesus came into it. 

Bishop Pearce, by joining ev ewor to xapa, and not 
to yewy, translates the verse thus: These things have 
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love of Christ. 
11 These things have T spoken eect 
unto you, that my joy might re- An Olyaap. 


main in you, and ™ that your joy 
might be full. 

12 J "This is my commandment, That ye 
love one another, as I have loved you. 

13 °Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

14 » Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you. 


a Chap. xiii. 34; 1Thess. iv. 9; 1 Peter iv. 8; 1 John iii. 11; 
iv. 21. © Chap. x. 11, 15; Rom. v. 7, 8; Eph. v. 2; 1 John 
iii. 16——P Chap. xiv. 15, 23; see Matt. xi. 50. 


I spoken} that my joy in you may remain—which is 
according to the meaning given to the first clause. 

Verse 12. That ye love one another] See on chap. 
xii. 34. So deeply was this commandment engraven 
on the heart of this evangelist that St. Jerome says, 
lib. ii. c. 6, Com. ad Galat., that in his extreme .old 
age, when he used to be carried to the public assem- 
blies of the believers, his constant saying was, Lztéle 
children, love one another. His disciples, wearied at 
last with the constant repetition of the same words, 
asked him, Why he constantly said the same thing ? 
“Because (said he) it is the commandment of the 
Lord, and the observation of it alone is sufficient.” 
Quia preceptum Donuini est, et, st solum fiat, sufficit. 

Verse 13. That a man lay down his life for his 
Sriends.| No man can carry his love for his friend 
farther than this: for, when he gives up his life, he 
gives up all that he has. This proof of my love for 
you I shall give in a few hours; and the doctrine 
which I recommend to you I am just going to exem- 
plify myself. There are several remarkable cases, in 
heathen antiquity, where one friend offered his life 
for another. The two following will not stand dis- 
honourably even in the book of God; because every 
thing loving and pure, in heathen, Jew, or Christian, 
must come from the God of love and purity. 

When Cyrus had made war on the king of Armenia, 
and had taken him, his wife, and children, with 
Tigranes his son, and his wife, prisoners; treating 
with the old king concerning his ransom, he said, How 
much money wilt thou give me to have thy wife again? 
All that I have, replied the king. And how much 
wilt thou advance to enjoy thy children again? All 
that I can produce, answered the king. By reckoning 
thus, said Cyrus, you prize these at twice as much 
as you possess. Then, turning to Tigranes, he said, 
How much wilt thou give as a ransom, that thou 
mayest have thy wife? (Now Tigranes had been but 
lately married, cae drepdsAwv tyv yvvarka, and loved 
his wife exceedingly.) He answered, I will indeed, 
O Cyrus, kat tHe puyne mprayeny, ransom her even with 
MY Lire, that she may be no longer in thraldom. See 
XenopyH. Cyrop. lib. iii. c. 2. 

The second example, which is too long to be in- 
serted, is that affecting account of the friendship of 
Nisus and Euryalus, given by Virgil, in the ninth 
book of the Auneis. These two friends, leagued to- 
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The command of Christ 


ertete 15 Henceforth I call you not ser- 


POPE. vants ; for the servant knoweth not 
—— what his Lord doeth: but I have 
called-you friends; 4 for all things that I have 
heard of my Father, I have made known 
unto you. 
16 *Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and § ordained you, that ye should 


CHAP. XV. 


to love one another. 


go and bring forth fruit, and that a ee. 
your fruit should remain: that t what- An, Olymp 


soever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, he may give it, you. 

{7 “These things I command you, that ye 
love one another. 

18 4 ‘If the world hate you, ye know that 
it hated me before zt hated you. 


4 See Gen. xviii. 17; chap. xvii. 26; Acts xx. 27. 
vi. 703; xiii. 18; 1 John iv. 10, 19. 


* Chap. 


gether, had slain many of the Rutulians in a night 
attack : at last Euryalus was taken prisoner. Nisus, 
concealed in a thicket, slew several of the enemy’s 
chiefs with his javelins: Volscens, their general, not 
seeing the hand by which his officers were slain, 
determines to wreak his vengeance upon his prisoner. 
Nisus, seeing his friend about to be transfixed with 
the sword, rushing out of the wood where he lay hidden, 
suddenly cries :— 


Me! me! adsum qui reci! in Me convertite ferrum, 
O Rutul! mus fraus omnis :—nihil isrr—nec ausus, 
Nec potuit—Celum hoc, et conscia sidera testor ! 
Tantum mfelicem NIMIUM DILEXIT AMICUM. 

Aan. lib. ix. 1. 42°7, &c. 


“Me! me! he cried, turn all your swords alone 
On me !—tthe fact confess’d, the fault my own. 
He neither could, nor durst, the guiltless youth ; 
Ye moon and stars, bear witness to the truth! 
His only crime (if friendship can offend) 
Is too much love to his unhappy friend.” Drypen. 


Those who understand the beautiful original will at 
once perceive that the earnestness, confusion, disorder, 
impatience, and burning love of the rrienpD, are poorly 
imitated in the above tame translation. 

The friendship of David and Jonathan is well known: 
the latter cheerfully gave up his crown to his friend, 
though himself was every way werthy to wear it. But 
when all these instances of rare friendship and affec- 
tion are seen, read, and admired, let the affected reader 
turn his astonished eyes to Jesus, pouring out his 
blood, not for his friends, but for his mNemres ; and, in 
the agonies of death, making supplication for his mur- 
derers, with, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do !—and then let him help exclaiming, if 
he can, 


“O Lamb of God, was ever pain, 
W ve lik rise 
as ever LOVE like THINE! 


Verse 15. Henceforth I call you not servants] 
Which he at least indirectly had done, chap. xiii. 16; 
Matt. x. 24, 25; Luke xvii. 10. 

I have called you friends] I have admitted you 
into a state of the most intimate fellowship with my- 
self; and have made known unto you whatsoever J 
have heard from the Father, which, in your present 
circumstances, it was necessary for you to be in- 
structed in. 

Verse 16. Ye have not chosen me] Ye have not 
elected me as your Teacher: I have called you to be 


my disciples ; witnesses and depositories of the truth. | your CHIEF. 
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’Matt. xxviii. 19; Mark xvi.15; Col. i.6—t Ver.7; chap. 
xiv. 13.—+ Ver. 12. ¥ 1 Jobn iii. 1, 13, 


It was customary among the Jews for every person 
to choose his own teacher. 

And ordained you] Rather, I have appointed you: 
the word is e8yjxa, | have pur or placed you, i. e. in 
the vine. 

Theodorus Mopsuensis, as quoted by Wetstein, ob- 
serves that ed7xa is here used for egvtevoa; (I have 
planted ;) “and, in saying this, our Lord still makes 
use of the metaphor of the vine; as if he had said: 
I have not only planted you, but I have given you 
the greatest benefits, causing your branches to extend 
every where through the habitable world.” 

The first ministers of the Gospel were the choice 
of Jesus Christ; no wonder, then, that they were so 
successful. Those whom men have since sent, with- 
out the appointment of God, have done no good. The 
choice should still continue with God, who, knowing 
the heart, knows best who is most proper for the Gos- 
pel ministry. 

To be a genuine preacher of the Gospel, a man 
must—1. Be chosen of God to the work. 2. He 
rust be placed in the true vine—united to Christ by 
faith. 3. He must not think to lead an idle life, but 
labour. 4. He must not wait till work be brought to 
him, but he must go and seek it. 5. He must labour 
so as to bring forth fruit, i. e. to get souls converted 
to the Lord. 6. He must refer all his fruit to God, 
who gave him the power to labour, and blessed him 
in his work. ‘7. He must take care to water what he 
has planted, that his fruit may remain—that the souls 
whom he has gathered in be not scattered from the 
flock. 8. He must continue instant in prayer, that 
his labours may be accompanied with the presence and 
blessing of God—Whatsoever ye shall ask. 9. He 
must consider Jesus Christ as the great Mediator be- 
tween God and man, proclaim his salvation, and pray 
in his name.—Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father 
in my name, &e. See Quesnel. 

Verse 18. If the world hate you] As the follow- 
ers of Christ were to be exposed to the hatred of the 
world, it was no small consolation to them to know 
that that hatred would be only in proportion to their 
faith and holiness; and that, consequently, instead of 
being troubled at the prospect of persecution, they 
should rejoice, because that should always be a proof 
to them that they were in the very path in which Je- 
sus himself had trod. Dr. Lardner thinks that mporov 
is a substantive, or at least an adjective used substan- 
tively, and this clause of the text should be translated 
thus: If the world hate you, know that it hated me, 
Tt is no wonder that the world should 
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The sin of the Jews 


A. M. 4033. e 
io. | Lo Padisvyecwere of the world, the 


An. Olymp. world would love his own: but 
CO} x because ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you. 

20 Remember the word that I said unto you, 
y The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also per- 
secute you: “if they have kept my saying, 
they will keep yours also. 

21 But *all these things will they do unto 
you for my name’s sake, because they know 
not him that sent me. 

22 >If I had not come and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin: ° but now they 
have no ‘cloke for their sin. 


ST. JOHN. 


in rejecting Christ. 

23 ¢He that hateth me hateth 4, M4033. 
An. Olymp. 

my Father also. 2, Olymp 


24 If I had not done among 
them ‘the works which none other man 
did, they had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated both me and my 
Father. 

25 But this cometh to pass, that the word 
might be fulfilled that is written in their law, 
& They hated me without a cause. 

26 4 »But when the Conforter is come, 
whom I will send unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, ‘ he shall testify of me : 

27 And * ye also shall bear witness, because 
lye have been with me from the beginning. 


w1 John iv. 5.—* Chap. xvii. 14. y Matt. x. 24; Lukevi. 
40; chap. xu, 16. z Hizek. iil. 7. a Matt. x.22; xxiv. 9; 
chap. xvi. 3. b Chap. ix. 41. ¢ Rom, i. 20; James iv. 17. 


4 Or, excuse. €} John ii. 23. f Chap. iil. 2; vii. 31; ix. 32. 


& Psa. xxxv. 19; lxix. 4.—— Luke xxiv. 49; chap. xiv. 17, 26; 
xvi. 7, 13; Acts il. 33.—i1 John v. 6. kLuke xxiv. 48; 
Acts'1.18;2)) 225 iis2;eum. 15; ay. 20, 335 vedo; x 395 exile ole 
1 Peter v. 1; 2 Peter i. 16— Luke 1.2; 1 Johni. 1, 2. 


hate you, when it hated me, your Lord and Master, 
whose lips were without guile, and whose conduct was 
irreproachable. See the doctor’s vindication of this 
translation, Works, vol. i. p. 306. 

Verse 19. Ye are not of the world—therefore, &c.] 
Qn this very account, because ye do not join in fellow- 
ship with those who know not God, therefore they hate 
you. How true is that saying— 


“ The laws of Christ condemn a vicious world, 
And goad it to revenge !” GAMBOLD. 


Verse 20. If they have kept my saying] Or, doc- 
trine. Whosoever acknowledges me for the Christ 
will acknowledge you for my ministers. 

Some translate the passage thus: Jf they have 
WATCHED my sayings, i. e. with an intent to accuse 
me for something which I have said, they will warcu 
yours also: therefore be on your guard. Tapartypew 
has this sense, as we have had occasion to observe 
before ; and perhaps typew has the same sense here, 
as it is much more agreeable to the context. 

Verse 21. Because they know not him that sent 
me.| ‘This is the foundation of all religious persecu- 
tion: those who are guilty of it, whether in Church 
or state, know nothing about God. If God tolerates 
a worship which professes to have him for its object, 
and which does not disturb the quiet or peace of soci- 
ety, no man has the smallest right to meddle with it; 
and he that does fights against God. His letting it 
pass is at least a tacit command that all should treat 
it as he has done, 

Verse 22. But now they have no cloke for their 
sin.] They are without excuse. See the margin, and 
see the note on chap. ix. 41. Christ had cane such 
works as demonstrated him to be the Messiah—yet 
they rejected him: here lay their sin; and this sin, 
and the punishment to which it exposed them, still 
remain ; for they still continue to reject the Lord that 
bought them. 
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Verse 25. Written in their law] See on chap x. 
34. These words are taken from Psa. Ixix. 4. This 
psalm is applied to Christ, chap. ii. 17; xix. 28; to 
the vengeance of God against Judea, Acts i. 20. The 
psalm seems entirely prophetic of Christ. His deep 
abasement is referred to, ver. 2-5; his prayer for his 
disciples and followers, ver. 6 ; that for himself, in the 
garden of Gethsemane, ver. 15-19; his crucifixion, 
ver. 20-22 ; the vengeance of God against the Jews, 
from ver. 23, to ver. 29; the glorious manner in which 
he gets out of all his sufferings, ver. 30; the abolt- 
tion of the Mosaic rites and ceremonies, ver. 31, com- 
pared with Isa. Ixvi. 3; and, finally, the establishment 
of the Gospel through the whole world, in the 33d 
and following verses. The reader will do well to con- 
sult the psalm before he proceeds. 

Verse 26. But when the Comforter is come] See 
on chap, xiv. 16. 

Verses 26, 27. He shall testify—and ye also shall 
bear witness) He shall bear his testimony in your 
souls, and ye shall bear this testimony to the world. 
And so they did, by their miracles, their preaching, 
their writings, their lives, and by their deaths. Our 
Lord appears to reason thus: In every respect the 
unbelief of the Jews is inexcusable. They believe 
not my doctrine, notwithstanding its purity and holi- 
ness. They believe not in the Father who sent me, 
notwithstanding I have confirmed my mission by the 
most astonishing miracles. One thing only remains 
now to be done, i. e. to send them the Holy Spirit, to 
convince them of sin, righteousness, and judgment ; 
and this he shall do, not only by his influence upon 
their hearts, but also by your words: and when they 
shall have resisted this Spirit, then the cup of their 
iniquity shall be filled up, and wrath shall come upon 
them to the uttermost. 


Bur in what sense can it be said that Christ wrought 
more miracles than any other had done, ver. 24 1— 
l 


Christ foreteils the 


for Elijah and Elisha raised the dead ; cured diseases ; 
and made fire to come down from heaven. Did Christ 
do greater miracles than Moses did in Egypt—at the 
Red Sea—at the rock of Horeb, and at the rock of 
Kadesh? Did Christ do greater miracles than Jo- 
shua did, in the destruction of Jericho—in the passage 
of Jordan—in causing the sun and moon to stand still? 
To all this it may be answered, Christ’s miracles were 
greater: 1. As to their number. 2. As to their ufi- 
litythey were wrought to comfort the distressed, 
and to save the lost. 3. Christ wrought all his mira- 
cles by his own power alone ; and they wrought theirs 
through his power only. 4. Christ wrought his, nu- 
merous miracles in the space of three or four years, 
and in the presence of the same people; and the 
others were wrought from time to time in different 
centuries. 

Some critics have confined the whole of this chap- 
ter to the apostles of our Lord, and the work of pro- 
pagating Christianity to which they had been called. 
The whole comment of Rosenmiiller on this chapter 
proceeds on this plan; and at once shows how nuga- 


CHAP. XVI. 


persecutions of his disciples 


tory it is. What learned labour has there been in the 
world, to banish the spirit of Christianity from the 
earth, while the /e¢ter was professed to be scrupulously 
regarded! 1. The spiritual union spoken of by Christ 
is not merely necessary for his primitive disciples, but 
also for all who would be Christians on earth, and 
beatified spirits in heaven. 2. The brotherly love here 
inculeated is the duty and interest of every Christian 
soul on the face of the earth. 3. The necessity of 
adorning the Christian profession, by bringing forth 
corresponding fruits, is the duty of all who name the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 4. The appointment to, and 
preparation for, the work of the sacred ministry, must 
ever be primarily with Christ: for those who have no 
higher authority than that which they derive from man 
are never likely to be useful in Christianizing the 
world. 5. The persecution to which the apostles 
were exposed has been the common lot of Christians 
from the foundation of Christianity. 6. The conso- 
lations and influences of Christ’s Spirit have not been 
the exclusive privileges of the apostles; they are the 
birthright of all the sons and daughters of God 


CHAPTER XVI. 


Christ warns his disciples, and foretells the persecutions they should receive from the Jews, 1-4. Foretells 


his death, and promises them the Comforter, 5—7. 
world, 8-11. 


by a similitude, 19-22. 
must be put up in his name, 23-28. 
strong faith in him, 29, 30. 
port, 31—33. 
A.M. 4033. eae 
eae (PHESE things have I spoken 
An, Olymp. unto you, that ye *should not 
a - be offended. 
2 > They shall put you out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, ° that whosoever killeth 


Ehs peculiar influences on the souls of the disciples, 12-15. 
death and resurrection, at which his disciples are puzzled, 16-18. 


Points out his operations among the Jews, and in the 
Speaks figuratively of his 
He explains and illustrates the whole 


Shows himself to be the Mediator between God and man, and that all prayers 
The disciples clearly comprehend his meaning, and express their 
He again foretells their persecution, and promises them his peace and sup- 


you, will think that he doeth God 4,™M, 4038. 
service. 

3 And “these things will they do 
unto you, because they have not known the 
Father, nor me. 


2 Matt. xi. 6; xxiv. 10; xxvi. 31. b Chap. ix. 22, 34; xu. 42, 
¢ Acts yi. 1; ix. 1; xxvi. 9, 10, 11. 


4 Chapter xv. 21; Romans x. 2; | Corinthians ii. 8; 1 Timothy 
gall gh 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVI. 

Verse 1. These things have I spoken] Particularly 
what is mentioned in the two last chapters. 

Be offended.] ‘Iva pn cxavdariobnre, That ye should 
not be stumbled. May not fall away from the faith, 
nor receive any injury to your souls, as that man does 
to his body who stumbles, or falls over a sione, or 
block, in the way which he has not discovered. 

Verse 2. They shall put you out of the synagogues] 
They will excommunicate you, and consider you as 
execrable, and utterly unworthy to hold any commerce 
with God by religion; or with man by civil fellowship. 
See on chap. ix. 22. In these excommunications 
they were spoiled of all their substance, see Hzra x. 
8, and see also Heb. x. 34, and deprived of their 
character, their influence, and every necessary of life. 
Though the Jewish people had the most humane laws, 
yet they were a most vindictive and cruel people. 

That whosoever killeth you, &c.] This Paul found ; 

1 


for more than forty Jews bound themselves under a 
curse that they would neither eat nor drink till they 
had killed Aim, Acts xxiii. 12, 13; and agreeably to 
this, it is said, in that Tract of the Talmud which is 
entitled Bammidbar, R. xxi.ad. Nwm. xxv. 13: “ He 
who sheds the blood of the ungodly, is equal to him 
who brings an offering to God.” What the Zealots 
did is notorious in history. They butchered any per- 
son, in cold blood, who, they pretended to believe, was 
an enemy to God, to the law, or to Moses ; and thonght 
they were fulfilling the will of God by these human 
sacrifices. We had the same kind of sacrifices here in 
the time of our Popish Queen Mary. May God ever 
save our state from the Stuarts ! 

Verse 3. Because they have not known the Father) 
See on chap. xv. 25. Ignorance of the benevolence 
of GOD, and of the philanthropy of CHRIST, is the 
erand fountain whence all religious persecution and 
intolerance proceed. 
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Christ comforts the disciples 


Sel $983, 4 But ° these things have I told 


An. Olymp. you, that when the time shall come, 
bakes ye may remember that I told you 
of them. And these things I said not 
unto you at the beginning, because I was 
with you. ; 

5 {J But now £I go my way to him that sent 
me; and none of you asketh me, Whither 
goest thou ? 

6 But because I have said these things unto 
you, » sorrow hath filled your heart. 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth : it is ex- 


ST. JOHN. 


by the promise of the Comforter. 


pedient for you that I go away : for Ne ie 


if I go not away, ‘the Comforter fo Oe: 
will not come unto you; but ‘if I a 
depart, I will send him unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he will !reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment : 

9 ™ Of sin, because they believe not on me ; 

10 »Of righteousness, °because I go to 
my Father, and ye see me no more ; 

11 » Of judgment, because 4 the prince of 
this world is judged. 


© Chap. xiii. 19; xiv. 29-——f See Matt. ix. 15-—-¢ Ver. 10, 
16; chap. vii. 33; xiii. 3; xiv. 28———) Ver. 22; chap. xiv. 1. 
iChap. vii. 39; xiv. 16, 26; xv. 26— Acts ii. 33; Eph. iv. 8. 


Verse 4. At the beginning] I would not trouble 
you by speaking of these things pointedly at first, when 
I chose you to be my disciples, but have referred them 
to the present time, lest you should be discouraged; 
and now only declare them because it is absolutely 
necessary that you should be put upon your guard. 

Verse 5. None of you asketh me, Whither goest 
thou ?} In chap. xiii. 36, Peter had asked, Lord, 
whither goest thou ?—and Thomas much the same in 
chap. xiv. 5, both of whom had received an answer. 
But now, at the time when Jesus was speaking this, 
none of them asked this question, because their hearts 
were filled with sorrow: ver. 6. 

Verse 7. It is expedient—that I go away] In other 
places he had showed them the absolute necessity of 
his death for the salvation of men: see Matt. xx. 19; 
xxvi. 2; Mark ix. 31; x. 33; Luke ix. 44; xviii. 32. 
This he does not repeat here, but shows them that, by 
the order of God, the Holy Spirit cannot come to them, 
nor to the world, unless he first die; and consequently 
men cannot be saved but in this way. 

Verse 8. He will reprove] Edeyfer, He will demon- 
strate these matters so clearly as to leave no doubt on 
the minds of those who are simple of heart; and so 
fully as to confound and shut the mouths of those who 
are gainsayers. See Acts ii. 1, &c. 

The world] The Jewish nation first, and afterwards 
the Gentile world ; for his influences shall not be con- 
fined to one people, place, or time. 

Verse 9. Of sin] Of the sin of the Jews in not re- 
ceiving me as the Messiah, though my mission was 
accredited by the very miracles which the prophets 
foretold: see Isa. xxxv. 3-6, This was literally 
fulfilled on the day of pentecost, when the Spirit 
was given; for multitudes of Jews were then conyine- 
ed of this sin, and converted to God. See Nets ile 3 Te 

If we take this prediction of our Lord in a more 
general sense, then we may consider that it is one of 
the grand offices of the Holy Spirit to convince of sin, 
to show men what sin is, to demonstrate to them that 
they are sinners, and to show the necessity of an atone- 
ment for sin; and in this sense the phrase, Tept cuapriac, 
may be understood, and in this sense it is used in mul- 
titudes of places in the Septuagint, but the words, be- 
cause they believe not in me, restrict the meaning par- 
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1Or, convince.——™ Acts i1. 22-37. 2 Acts 11.32. ° Chap 
i. 14; v. 32.—P Acts xxvi. 138.——4 Luke x. 18; chap. xii 
31; Eph. ii. 2; Col. ii. 15; Heb. ii. 14. 


ticularly to the syn of the Jews in rejecting Jesus as 
the Messiah. 

Verse 10. Of righteousness] Of my innocence and 
holiness, because I go away to my Father ; of which 
my resurrection from the dead, and my ascension to 
heaven, shall be complete proofs. Christ was treated 
by the Jews as an impostor ; as a magician; as one 
possessed by the devil; as a wicked person, seducer, 
and destroyer of the law. His vindieation from these 
charges he chiefly referred to the Holy Spirit, the 
Advocate, who, by his influences on the minds of the 
people, and by his eloquence and energy in the ministry 
of the apostles, convinced both the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles that the sentence of the Jewish rulers was unjust 
and infamous, and that the very person whom they 
had crucified was both Lord and Christ—Lord, the 
great governor of the universe ; and Christ, the Lord’s 
anointed, the promised Messiah. It was a matter of 
the utmost consequence to the Christian cause to have 
the zmnocence and holiness of its founder demonstrated, 
and the crime of the Jews in putting him to death 
made manifest to the world. This also has been lite- 
rally fulfilled: the universe that has heard of him be- 
lieves the righteousness and innocence of Jesus; and 
the Jews, his persecutors, are confounded and execrat- 
ed throughout the habitable globe. 

Verse 11. Of judgment] Of the false judgment of 
the Jews in condemning the Lord Jesus, who, as some 
think, is intended here by the ruler of this world: 
see chap. xiv. 30. Others think that Satan is meant 
whose usurped power aver the world was now to be 
greatly restrained, and by and by totally destroyed : 
see chap. xii. 31; Col. ii. 15; Rev. xi. Lor xis 1.05 
11. Perhaps our Lord’s meaning is, that as a most 
astonishing judgment, or punishment, was now about 
to fall upon the Jews, in consequence of their obstinate 
infidelity, the Holy Ghost, by the ministry of the apos- 
tles, should demonstrate that this judgment, severe as 
it might seem, was amply merited by this worst of all 
people ; and may we not say that their continuance in 
the same crime sufficiently vindicates the judgment of 
God, not only in its being poured out upon them at 
Jirst, but in continuing to pursue them 2 

It is necessary to observe that it was one office of 
the Spirit to convince of a judgment to come; and 
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The operations of the 


“99 12 1 have yet many things to say 
Ae Oly mp: unto you, * but ye cannot bear them 
now. 

13 Howbeit when he, ‘the Spirit of truth, 
is come, t he will guide you into all truth : for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
show you things to come. 


Mark iv? 33 ; 1 Cor. iii. 2; Heb. v. 12. 5 Chap. xiv.17; xv. 
26.—t Chap. xiv. 26; 1 John ii. 20, 27. 


this he did particularly by the apostles, in declaring 
that God had appointed a day in which he would judge 
the world by him whom he had appointed for that 
purpose: Acts xvii. 31. And we find that while 
Peter was asserting this doctrine at Caesarea, Acts x. 
42, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Jews and 
the Gentiles which were present, ver. 44, &c., and 
many were converted unto the Lord. 

One general exposition may be given of these three 
verses. ‘The Holy Spirit will convince the world of 
sim committed, and guilt and condemnation thereby in- 
curred. Of righteousness—of the necessity of being 
pardoned, and made righteous through the blood of 
the Lamb, who, after being offered up for sin, went 
to the Father, ever to appear in his presence as our 
intercessor: and of judgment—of the great day there- 
of, when none shal! be able to stand but those whose 
sins are pardoned, and whose souls are made right- 
eous. In all that our Lord says here, there seems to 
be an allusion to the office of an advocate in a cause, 
in a court of justice; who, by producing witnesses, 
and pleading upon the proof, convicts the opposite 
party of sin, demonstrates the righteousness of his 
client, and shows the necessity of passing judgment 
upon the accuser. 

The faith of the Gospel discovers unto us three dif- 
ferent states of man: it shows him: 1. Under sin, 
in which there is nothing but infidelity towards God, 
because there is no faith in Jesus Christ. 

2. Under grace, in which sin is pardoned, and 
righteousness acquired by faith in Christ; who is 
gone to the Father to carry on, by his intercession, the 
great work of redemption. 

3. In the peace and glory of heaven, where Christ 
will reign with his members; the devil, with his 
angels and servants, being banished into hell by the 
last judgment. 

Thus, in the Christian revelation, we are made 
acquainted with three grand truths, which contain the 
sum and substance of ali true religion. 

The first is the general corruption of human nature, 
and the reign of sin till the coming of Christ. 

The second is the reparation of our nature by the 
Lord Jesus, and the reign of righteousness by his 
grace: Rom. v. 21. 

The third is the condemnation of sinners, and the 
total destruction of the kingdom of sin, and of all the 
power of the devil, by the last judgment. 

Verse 12. Ye cannot bear them now.] In illustra- 
tion of these three points, Christ had many things to 

1 


CHAP. XVI, 


Holy Spirit pointed out. 


14 He shall glorify me: for he Agi 2083; 
shall receive of mine, and shall An. Olymp. 
show it unto you. eS 
15 "All things that the Father hath are mine : 
therefore said J, that he shall take of mine, and 
show it unto you. , 
16 9A little while, and ye shall not see 


me: and again a little while, and ye shall 


«Matt. xi. 27; chap. iii. 35; xiii.3; xvii. 10. 
vil. 33; xiii. 33; xiv. 19. 


¥ Ver. 10; chap. 


say; but he found that his disciples could only bear 
general truths ; yet, in saying what he did, he sowed 
the seeds of the whole system of theological know- 
ledge, and heavenly wisdom, which the Holy Spirit 
of this truth afterwards watered and ripened into a 
glorious harvest of light and salvation, by the ministry 
of the apostles. Dr. Lightfoot supposes that the 
things which the apostles could not bear now were 
such as these: 1. The institution of the Christian 
Sabbath, and the abolition of the Jewish. 2. The 
rejection of the whole Jewish nation, at the very time 
in which they expected to be set up and established 
for ever. 3. The entire change of the whole Mosaic 
dispensation, and the bringing the Gentiles into the 
Church of God. 

Verse 13. He will guide you| He will consider 
your feeble infant state; and, as a father leads his 
child by the hand, so will the Holy Spirit lead and 
guide you. 

The Vulgate, and some copies of the Jtala, read, 
He will twacu you all truth; but this and more is 
implied in the word ddnynoet, he will lead; besides, 
this reading is not acknowledged by any Greek MS. 

He shall not speak of himself] He shall teach 
nothing contrary to what I have taught you: 

But whatsoever he shall hear} Of the Father and 
me, that he shall speak, and thus show the intimate 
consent between himself, the Father, and Christ. It 
is one conjoint testimony, in which the honour and 
glory of the holy Trinity, and man’s salvation are 
equally concerned. 

And he will show you things to come.| He will 
fully explain every thing that may now appear dark 
or difficult to you; will give you such a knowledge 
of futurity as shall, in all necessary cases, enable you 
to foretell future events; and shall supply every re- 
quisite truth, in order to make the new covenant reve- 
lation complete and perfect. 

Verse 15. All things that the Father hath are mine] 
If Christ had not been equal to God, could he have 
said this without blasphemy 1? 

And show it unto you.| As Christ is represented 
the Ambassador of the Father, so the Holy Spirit is 
represented the ambassador of the Son, coming vested 
with his authority, as the interpreter and executor of 
his will. 

Verse 16. A little while] He had but a few hours 
to live. 

And ye shall not see me} 
your view in the grave. 
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I shall be hidden from 


Christ explains the meaning 


A.M. 4033. see me, “because I go to the|s 
An. Olymp. Father. 

17 Then said some of his disci- 
ples among themselves, What is this that he 
saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not 
see me: and again a little while, and ye shall 
see me: and, Because I go to the Father? 

18 They said therefore, What is this that he 
saith, A little while ? we cannot tell what he 
saith. 

19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous 
to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye inquire 
among yourselves of that I said, A little while, 
and ye shall not see me: and again a little 
while, and ye shall see me? 

20 Verily, verily, J say unto you, That ye 
shall weep and lament, but the world shall re- 
joice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sor- 
row shall be turned into Joy. 

21 *A woman when she is in travail hath 


ST. JOHN. 


of the preceding discourse. 
sorrow, because her hour is come: 4,M- 4033. 
but as soon as she is delivered of the An, Olymp: 
child, she remembereth no more the 

anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world. 

22 y And ye now therefore have sorrow : 
but I will see you again, and * your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 

23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever 
ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you. 

24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my 
name: ask, and ye shall receive, > that your 
joy may be full. 

25 These things have I spoken unto you in 
¢ proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall 
no more speak unto you in ¢ proverbs, but I 
shall show you plainly of the Father. 

26 © At that day ye shall ask in my name 


wVer. 28; chap. xiii. 3-——*Isa. xxvi. 17.——y Ver. 6. 
2 Luke xxiv. 41,52; chap. xiv. 1,27; xx.20; Acts 11. 46; xii. 52; 


chap. xiv. 13; xv. 16——» Chap. 
e Ver. 23. 


1 Peter i. 8. 
xy. ll: ¢ Or parables. 


a Matt. vii. 7; 
4 Or parables. 


Again a little while] In three days after my death : 

Ye shall see me} I will rise again, and show my- 
self to you. Or, As J am going by my ascension to 
the Father, in a short time, ye shall see me personally 
no more; but in a little while I shall pour out my 
Spirit upon you, and others through your ministry ; 
and ye shall see me virtually in the great and won- 
derful work which shall then take place in the hearts 
and lives of men. 

This may also refer to his coming again to destroy 
the Jewish state, and also to judge the world; but how 
can this latter be said to be in a little while 2 Because 
a thousand years are but as a day in the sight of God : 
Psa. xe. 4. 

Verse 18. What is this that he saith} They knew 
from what he had said that he was to die, but knew 
not what he meant by their seeing him again in a little 
time. 

Verse 20. Ye shall weep and lament] To see me 
crucified and laid in the grave. 

But the world shall rejoice} The chief priests, 
scribes, Pharisees, and persecuting Jews in general, 
will triumph, hoping that their bad cause is crowned 
with success. 

But your sorrow shall be turned into joy.| When ye 
see me risen from the dead. 

It is very evident that our Lord uses the word 
world, in several parts of this discourse of his, to sig- 
nify the wnbelicving and rebellious Jews. 

Verse 21. For joy that aman is born] AvOpwroc is 
put here for a human creature, whether male or fe- 
male ; as homo among the Romans denoted either man 
or woman. 

Verse 22. Your joy no man taketh from you.] Or, 
shall take away.—Some excellent MSS. and versions 
read the verb in the fwture tense. Our Lord’s mean- 
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ing appears to have been this : that his resurrection 
should be so completely demonstrated to them, that 
they should never have a doubt concerning it; and 
consequently that their joy should be great and per- 
manent, knowing that the atonement was made, the 
victory gained, and the kingdom of heaven opened to 
all believers. Therefore it is said, Acts iv. 33, that 
with great power did the apostles give witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 23. Ye shall ask me nothing.| Ye shall then 
be led, by that Spirit which guides into all truth, to 
consider me in the character of Mediator in the king- 
dom of God, and to address your prayers to the 
Father 7 my name—in the name of Jesus the Sa- 
viour, because I have died to redeem you—in the 
name of Christ the Anointer, because I have ascended 
to send down the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 24. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my 
name| Ye have not as yet considered me the great 
Mediator between God and man; but this is one of 
the truths which shall be more fully revealed to you 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Ask] In my name; and ye shall receive—all the 
salvation ye thus request ; the consequence of which 
shall be that your joy shall be full—ye shall be 
thoroughly happy in being made completely holy. 

Verse 25. In Proverbs] That is, words which, be- 
sides their plain, literal meaning, have another, viz. 
a spiritual or figurative one. JI have represented 
heavenly things to you through the medium of earthly. 

The time cometh] Viz. the interval from his resur- 
rection to his ascension, which consisted of forty days, 
during which he instructed his disciples in the most 
sublime mysteries and truths of his kingdom. <Actsi. 3. 

Verse 26. I say not unto you that I will pray the 
Father for you} I need not tell you that I will con- 
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The dasciples comprehend Christ, 


rae and I say not unto you, that I will 


ie Sime. pray the Father for you: 

— 27 For the Father himself loveth 
you, because ye have loved me, and § have 
believed that I came out from God. 

28 >I came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world: again, I leave the 
world, and go to the Father. 

29 “ His disciples said unto him, Lo, now 
speakest thou plainly, and speakest no i pro- 
verb. 

30 Now are we sure that * thou knowest all 
things, and needest not that any man should ask 


CHAP. XVI. 


and express their faith in him. 


thee : by this ' we believe that thou ,™M; 4033. 
camest forth from God. An. Olymp. 
31 Jesus answered them, Do ye een 

now believe ? 

32 ™ Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now 
come, that ye shall be scattered, * every man 
to ° his own, and shall leave me alone: and 
Pyet I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me. 

33 These things I have spoken unto you, 
that 4in me ye might have peace. *In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: * but be of 
good cheer; t I have overcome the world. 


f Chap. xiv. 21, 23. Ver. 30; chap. iii. 13; xvii. 8. 
h Chap. xiii. 3.—i Or, parable. k Chap. xxi. 17. UVier. 27 
chap. xvii. 8. m Matt. xxvi.31; Mark xiv. 27. 1 Chap. xx. 
10. © Or, his own home. 


P Chap. vill. 29; xiv. 10, 11.—a Isa. ix. 6; chap. xiv. 27; 
Rom. v. 1; Eph. ii. 14; Col. i. 20. * Chap. xv. 19, 20, 21; 2 
Tim. i. 12—-sChap. xiv. 1—t Rom. viii. 37; 1 John iv. 
4; v. 4. 


tinue your intercessor: I have given you already so 
many proofs of my love that ye cannot possibly doubt 
this: besides, the Father himself needs no entreaty 
to do you good, for he loves you, and is graciously 
disposed to save you to the uttermost, because ye have 
loved me and believed in me as coming from God, for 
the salvation of the world. 

Verse 28. I came forth from the Father] With 
whom I existed from eternity in glory. 

Am come into the world] By my incarnation. 

I leave the world] By my death. 

And go to the Father.| By my ascension. These 
four words contain the whole economy of the Gospel 
of man’s salvation, and a consummate abridgment of 
the Christian faith. This gave the disciples a key to 
the whole of our Lord’s discourse; and especially to 
that part, ver. 16, that had so exceedingly embarrass- 
ed them, as appears by verses 17 and 18. 

Verse 29. Lo, now speakest thou plainly] The 
disciples received more light now, on the nature of 
Christ’s person and office, than they had ever done 
before. 

Verse 30. Now are we sure that thou knowest all 
things] Is not the following the meaning of the disci- 
plest We believe that thou art not only the Messiah 
who camest out from God, but that thou art that God 
who searchest the heart and triest the reins, and 
needest not to be asked in order to make thee ac- 
quainted with the necessities of thy creatures; for 
thou perfectly knowest their wants, and art infinitely 
disposed to relieve them. 

Verse 31. Do ye now believe 2} And will ye con- 
tinue to believe? Ye are now fully convinced ; and 
will ye in the hour of trial retain your conviction, and 
prove faithful and steady ? 

Verse 32. The hour cometh] Ye shall shortly have 
need of all the faith ye profess: ye now believe me 
to be the Omniscient; but ye will find difficulty to 
maintain this faith when ye see me seized, condemned, 
and crucified as a malefactor. Yea, your faith will 
be then so shaken that ye shall run away, each striv- 
ing to save himself at his own home, or among his 
kindred, 
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Verse 33. Thatin me ye might have peace.| I give 
you this warning as another proof that I know ail 
things, and to the end that ye may look to me alone 
for peace and happiness. ‘The peace of God is ever 
to be understood as including all possible blessedness— 
light, strength, comfort, support, a sense of the Divine 
favour, unction of the Holy Spirit, purification of heart, 
&c., &c., and all these to be enjoyed in Christ. 

In the world ye shall have tribulation] Or, as most 
of the very best MSS. read, eyere, ye have—the 
tribulation is at hand; ye are just about to be plunged 
into it. 

But be of good cheer} Do not despond on account 
of what I have said: the world shall not be able to 
overcome you, how severely soever it may try you. 

I have overcome the world.] I am just now going 
by my death to put it and its god to the rout. 

My apparent weakness shall be my victory; my 
ignominy shall be my glory ; and the victory which 
the world, the devil, and my adversaries in general, 
shall appear to gain over me, shall be their own last- 
ing defeat, and my eternal triumph.—F ear not ! 

Luther writing to Philip Melancthon, quotes this 
verse, and adds these remarkable words: “Such a 
saying as this is worthy to be carried from Rome to 
Jerusalem upon one’s knees.” 


One of the grand subjects in this chapter, the medi- 
ation of Christ, is but little understood by most Chris- 
tians. Christ having made an atonement for the sin 
of the world, has ascended to the right hand of the 
Father, and there he appears in the presence of God 
for us. In approaching the throne of grace, we keep 
Jesus as our sacrificial victim, continually in view: 
our prayers should be directed through him to the 
Father ; and, under the conviction that his passion and 
death have purchased every possible blessing for us, 
we should, with humble confidence, ask the blessings 
we need; and, as in him the Father is ever well 
pleased, we should most confidently expect the bless- 
ings he has purchased. We may consider, also, that 
his appearance before the throne, in his sacrificial 
character, constitutes the great principle of mediation 
or intercession. He has taken our nature into 
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Christ, as high priest, offers 


heaven; in that he appears before the throne : this, 
without a voice, speaks loudly for the sinful race 
of Adam, for whom it was assumed, and on whose 
account it was sacrificed. On these grounds every 
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up the great sacrificial prayer. 


penitent and every believing soul may ask and receive, 
and their joy be complete. By the sacrifice of Christ 
we approach God; through the mediation of Christ 
God comes down to man. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Christ prays the Father to glorify him, 1. 


In what eternal life consists, 2-3. 
his Father, by fulfilling his will upon earth, and revealing him to the disciples, 4-8. 
that they may be preserved in unity and kept from evil, 9-16. 


Shows that he has glorified 
Prays for them, 
Prays for their sanctification, 17-19. 


Prays also for those who should believe on him through their preaching, that they all might be brought 
into a state of unity, and finally brought to eternal glory, 20-26. 


Sie oery (THESE words spake Jesus, and 
An, Olymp. lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 

ae said, Father, *the hour is come; glo- 
rify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee : 


2 » As thou hast given him power anor 
over all flesh, that he should give = 
eternal life to as many ° as thou ————-. 
hast given him. 


3 And ‘this is life eternal, that they might 


a Chap. xii. 23; xiii. 32.— Dan. vi. 14; Matt. xi. 27; xxviii. 
18; chap. iii. 35; v. 27; 1 Cor. xv. 25,27; Phil. 11. 10; Heb. 


i. 8, 
ix, 24, 


4Tsa. hii. 11; Jer. 


¢ Ver. 6, 9, 24; chap. vi. 37. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVII. 

Verse 1. These words spake Jesus] That is, what 
is related in the preceding chapters. We may con- 
sider our Lord as still moving on towards Gethsemane, 
not having yet passed the brook Cedron, chap. xviii. 1. 

Our Lord, who was now going to act as high priest 
for the whole human race, imitates in his conduct that 
of the Jewish high priest on the great day of expia- 
tion ; who, in order to offer up the grand atonement for 
the sins of the people— 

1. Washed himself, and put on clean linen gar- 
ments. This Christ appears to have imitated, chap. 
xiii. 4. He laid aside his garments, girded himself 
with a towel, &c. There is no room to doubt that he 
and his disciples had been at the bath before: see 
chap. xi. 10. 

2. The high priest addressed a solemn prayer to 
God: 1. For himself: this Christ imitates, ver. 1-5. 
2. For the sons of Aaron: our Lord imitates this in 
praying for his dzsciples, ver. 9-19. 3. For all the 
people: our Lord appears to imitate this also in praying 
for his Church, all who should believe on him through 
the preaching of the apostles and their successors, ver. 
20-24. After which he returns again to his disci- 
ples, ver. 25, 26. See Catmer’s Dict. under Expia- 
tion; and see La Grande Bible de M. Martin, in loc. 

J. Our Lord’s prayer for himself, ver. 1—5. 

Father] Here our Lord addresses the whole Divine 
nature, as he is now performing his last acts in his 
state of humiliation. 

Glorify thy Son] Cause him to be acknowledged 
as the promised Messiah by the Jewish people, and 
as the universal Saviour by the Gentile world; and 
let such proofs of his Godhead be given as shall serve 
to convince and instruct mankind. 

That thy son also may glorify thee} That by dying 
he may magnify thy law and make it honourable, 
~espected among men—show the strictness of thy 
justice, and the immaculate purity of thy nature. . 
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Verse 2. As thou hast given him power| As the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ received from the Father wne- 
versal dominion. All flesh, i. e. all the human race, 
was given unto him, that by one sacrifice of himself 
he might reconcile them all to God; having by his 
grace tasted death for every inan, Heb. ii. 9. And 
this was according to the promise of the wnzversal in- 
heritance made to Christ, Psa. ii. 8, which was to be 
made up of the heathen, and the uttermost parts of the 
land, all the Jewish people. So that he got all from 
God, that he might give his life a ransom for the whole 
See.2' Cor: v.- 14, 15; Rom. vy. 21+ 1 Tim: nn. 4, 6. 

That he should give eternal life, &c.] As all were 
delivered into his power, and he poured out his blood 
to redeem all, then the design of God is that all should 
have eternal life, because all are given for this purpose 
to Christ; and, that this end might be accomplished, 
he has become their sacrifice and atonement. 

Verse 3. This is life eternal} The salvation pur- 
chased by Christ, and given to them who believe, is 
called life: 1. Because the life of man was forfeited 
to Divine justice ; and the sacrifice of Christ redeemed 
him from that death to which he was exposed. Q. 
Because the souls of men were dead in trespasses and 
sins ; and Christ guickens them by his word and Spirit. 
3. Because men who are not saved by the grace of 
Christ do not dive, they only exist, no good purpose of 
life being answered by them. But when they receive 
this salvation they /ive—answer all the Divine pur- 
poses, are happy in themselves, wsefud to each other, 
and bring glory to God. 4. It is called eternal life 
to show that it reaches deyond the limits of time, and 
that it necessarily implies—1. The immortality of the 
soul; 2. the resurrection of the body; and 3. that it 
is never to end, hence called awrio¢g Con, a life ever 
living ; from aet, always, and ov, being or existence. 
And indeed no words can more forcibly convey the 
idea of eternity than these. It is ¢alled # atwvio¢ 
Son, THAT eternal life, by way of eminence. There 


Christ shows that he has 


A.M. 4033. know thee © the only true God, and 


An. Olymp. Jesus Christ, ‘whom thou hast 

CCIL. 1. 

sent. 

4 ®I have glorified thee on the earth: *] 
have finished the work i which thou gavest me 
to do. 

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory * which I had 
with thee before the world was. 

6 9 'I have manifested thy name unto the 
men ™ which thou gavest me out of the 
world: thine they were, and thou gavest 
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glorified his Futher 


a) A. M. 4033, 
them me; and they have kept thy 4,™, 403: 

word. An. Olymp. 
CCIi. 

7 Now they have known that all ——~—~—"_ 


things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee 

8 For I have given unto them the words 
"which thou gavest me; and they have re- 
ceived them, ° and have known surely that I 
came out from thee; and they have believed 
that thou didst send me. 

9 I pray for them : ? I pray not for the world, 
but for them which thou hast given me; for 
they are thine. 


©1 Cor. viii. 4; 1 Thess. i. 9——f Chap. iii. 34; v. 36, 37; 
vi. 29, 57; vii. 29; x. 36; xi. 42. éChap. xiii. 31; xiv. 
13, h Chap. iv. 34; v. 36; ix. 3; xix. 30. i Chap. xiv. 
31; xv. 10. 


may be an elernal existence without dlessedness ; but 
this is that eternal life with which infinite happiness 
is inseparably connected. 

The only true God] The way to attain this eternal 
life is to acknowledge, worship, and obey, the one only 
true God, and to accept as teacher, sacrifice, and Sa- 
viour, the Lord Jesus, the one and only true Messiah. 
Bishop Pearce’s remark here is well worthy the read- 
er’s attention :— 

“What is said here of the only true God seems said 
in opposition to the gods whom the heathens worship- 
ped; not in opposition to Jesus Christ himself, who is 
called the true God by John, in 1 Epist. v. 20.” 

The words in this verse have been variously trans- 
lated: 1. That they might acknowledge thee, and 
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, to be the only true 
God. 2. That they might acknowledge thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus, whom thou hast sent, to be the 
Christ or Messiah. 3. That they might acknowledge 
thee to be the only true God, and Jesus Christ to be 
him whom thou hast sent. And all these translations 
the original will bear. From all this we learn that 
the only way in which eternal life is to be attained is 
by acknowledging the true God, and the Divine mission 
of Jesus Christ, he being sent of God to redeem men 
by his blood, being the author of eternal salvation to 
all them that thus believe, and conscientiously keep 
his commandments. 

A saying similar to this is found in the Institutes of 
Menu. Brigoo, the first emanated being who was pro- 
duced from the mind of the supreme God, and who 
revealed the knowledge of his will to mankind, is re- 
presented as addressing the human race and saying : 
“OF all duties, the principal is to acquire from the 
Upanishads (their sacred writings) a true knowledge 
of one supreme God; that is the most exalted of 
sciences, because it ensures eternal life. For in the 
knowledge and adoration of one God all the rules of 
good conduct are fully comprised.” See Institutes of 
Menu, chap. xii. Inst. 85, 87. 

Verse 4. I have glorified thee] Our Lord, consider- 
ing himself as already sacrificed for the sin of the world, 
speaks of having completed the work which God nad 
given him to do; and he looks forward to that time 
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«Chap. i. 1, 2; x. 30; xiv. 9; Phil. ii. 6; Col. i. Boy is 


Heb. i. 3, 10. 1Ver. 26; Psa. xxii. 22. m Ver. 2,9, 11; 
chap. vi. 37, 39; x. 29; xv. 19. 0 Chap. viii. 28; xii. 49; xiv. 
10. © Ver. 25; chap. xvi. 27, 30. Pl John v. 19. 


when, through the preaching of his Gospel, his sacri- 
fice should be acknowledged, and the true God should 
be known and worshipped by the whole world. 

Verse 5. Before the world was.) That is, from 
eternity, before there was any creation—so the phrase, 
and others similar to it, are taken in the sacred writ- 
ings: see ver. 24; Psa. xc.2; Eph.i. 4. See chap. 
i. 1. Let the glory of my eternal divinity surround 
and penetrate my humanity, in its resurrection, ascen- 
sion, and in the place which it is to occupy at thy right 
hand, far above all creatures, Phil. ii. 6, 9. 

II. Our Lord’s prayer for his disciples, ver. 6—19. 

Verse 6. I have manifested thy name] E¢avepwoa, 
I have brought it into ight, and caused it to shine in 
itself, and to wdluminate others. <A Uittle of the Divine 
nature was known by the works of creation; a little 
more was known by the Mosaic revelation: but the 
full manifestation of God, his nature, and his attributes, 
came only through the revelation of Christ. 

The men which thou gavest me] That is, the apostles, 
who, having received this knowledge from Christ, were, 
by their preaching and writings, to spread it through 
the whole world. a 

Out of the world] From among the Jewish people ; 
for in this sense is the word xocuoc to be understood 
in various parts of our Lord’s last discourses. 

Thine they were] Objects of thy choice; and thou 
gavest them to me from among this very unbelieving 
people, that they might be my disciples and the heralds 
of my salvation. 

And they have kept thy word.| Though their coun- 
trymen have rejected it; and they have received me 
as thy well beloved Son in whom thou delightest. 

Verse 8. Ihave given—them the words] I have de- 
livered thy doctrine to them, so that they have had a 
pure teaching immediately from heaven: neither Jewish 
fables nor fictions of men have been mingled with it. 

And have known surely] Are fully convinced and 
acknowledge that I am the promised Messiah, and that 
they are to look for none other; and that my mission 
and doctrine are all Divine, ver. 7, 8. 

Verse 9. I pray not for the world] I am not yet 
come to that part of my intercession: see ver. 20. I 
am now wholly employed for my disciples. that they 
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Jesus prays for his disciples, 


A, M. 4033. 10 And all mine are thine, and 


4 thine are mine: and I am glorified 
in them. 

r And now I am no more in the world, 
but these are in the world, and I come to thee. 
Holy Father, ‘keep through thine own name 
those whom thou hast given me, * that they 
may be one, "as we are. 

12 While I was with them in the world, ¥ I 
kept them in thy name : ee that thou gavest 


An. ee 
CCIL.1 


4 Chap. xvi. 15. 
Jude 1.—+ Ver. 21, &c. 
x. 28; Heb. ii. 13. 


Chap. xiii. 1; xvi. 28——s1 Peter 1.5; 
4 Chap. x. 30. Vv Chap. vi. 39; 


may be properly qualified to preach my salvation to 
the ends of the earth. Jesus here imitates the high 
priest, the second part of whose prayer, on the day of 
expiation, was for the priests, the sons of Aaron: see 
on ver. 1. These words may also be understood as 
applying to the rebellious Jews. God’s wrath was 
about to descend upon them, and Christ prays that his 
own followers might be kept from the evil, ver. 15. 
But he does not thus pray for the world, the rebellious 
Jews, because the cup of their iniquity was full, and 
their judgment slumbered not. 

Verse 10. I am glorified in them.| Christ speaks 
of the things which were not, but which should be, as 
though they were. He anticipates the glorifying of 
his name by the successful preaching of the apostles. 

Verse 11. Tam no more in the world] I am just 
going to leave the world, and therefore they shall stand 
in need of peculiar assistance and support. They 
have need of all the influence of my intercession, that 
they may be preserved in thy truth. 

Keep through thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me] Instead of ob¢ dedoxag yor, THOSE whom thou 
hast given me, ABCEHLMS, Mt. BHV, and nearly 
one hundred others, read 6, which refers to the Tw 
ovouatt cov, thy name, immediately preceding. The 
whole passage should be read thus: Holy Father, keep 
them through thy own name wuicu thou hast given me, 
that they may be one, &c. By the name, here, it is 
evident that the doctrine or knowledge of the true God 
is intended ; as if our Lord had said, Keep them in that 
doctrine wuicu thou hast given me, that they may be 
one, &c. This reading is supported by the most ample 
evidence and indisputable authority. Griesbach has 
admitted it into the text, and Professor White in his 
CRISEQS says of it, Lectio indubie genuina, “It is, 
without doubt, the genuine reading.” 

That they may be one] That they, and all that be- 
lieve through their word, (the doctrine which I have 
given them,) may be one ody, united by one Spirit to 
me their living head. The union which Chtist recom- 
mends here, and prays for, is so complete and glorious 
as to be fitly represented by that union which subsists 
between the Father and the Son. 

Verse 12. I kept them in thy name] In thy doc- 
trine and truth. 

But the son of perdition} So we find that Judas, 
whom all account to have been Jost, and whose case 
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that they may be kept in the truth. 


me I have kept, and “none of 4: A 04 

them is lost, * but the son of per- An. Olyrp 
CCII. 1. 

dition; Ythat the scripture might 

be fulfilled. 

13 And now come I to thee; and these 
things I speak in the world, that they might 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 

14 *I have given them thy word ; * and the 
world hath hated them, because they are not 


of the world, » even as I am not of the world. 


¥ Chap. xviii. 9; 1 John ii. 19. 
y Psa. cix. 8; Acts i. 20. z Ver. 8. 
1 John iii. 13, Chap. vill. 23; ver. 16. 


*Chap. vi. 70; xii. 18. 
aChap. xv. 18, 19; 


at best is extremely dubious, was first given by God 
to Christ? But why was he lost? Because, says St. 
Augustin, he would not be saved : and he farther adds, 
After the commission of his crime, he might have re- 
turned to God and have found mercy. Aug. Serm. 
125,n. 5; Psa. exlvi. n. 20; Ser. 352,n. 8; and in 
Psa. eviii. See Calmet, who remarks: Judas only 
became the son of perdition because of his wilful ma- 
lice, his abuse of the grace and instructions of Christ, 
and was condemned through his own avarice, perfidy, 
insensibility, and despair. In behalf of the mere pos- 
sibility of the salvation of Judas, see the observations 
at the end of Acts i. 

Perdition or destruction is personified; and Judas 
is represented as being her son, i. e. one of the worst 
of men—one whose crime appears to have been an 
attempt to destroy, not only the Saviour of the world, 
but also the whole Auman race. And all this he was 
capable of through the love of money! How many of 
those who are termed creditable persons in the world 
have acted his crime over a thousand times! To 
Judas and to all his brethren, who sell God and their 
souls for money, and who frequently go out of this 
world by a violent voluntary death, we may apply those 
burning words of Mr. Blair, with very little alteration : 


“ O cursed lust of gold! when for thy sake 
The wretch throws up his interest in doth worlds, 
First hanged in this, then damned in that to come.” 


That the scripture might be fulfilled.) Or, Thus the 
scripture is fulfilled: see Psa. xli. 9; cix. 8; com- 
pared with Acts i. 20. Thus the traitorous conduct 
of Judas has been represented and illustrated by that 
of Ahitophel, and the rebellion of Aésalom against his 
father David. Thus what was spoken concerning 
them was also fulfilled in Judas: to him therefore these 
scriptures are properly applied, though they were ori- 
ginally spoken concerning other traitors. Hence we 
plainly see that the treachery of Judas was not the 
effect of the prediction, for that related to a different 
case; but, as his was of the same nature with that of 
the others, to it the same scriptures were applicable. 

Verse 13. My joy fudlfilled in themselves.|\ See 
on chap. xv. 11. 

Verse 14. I have given them thy word] Or, thy 
doctrine—tov Aoyov cov. In this sense the word Aoyoe 
is often used by St. John. 
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fle prays that they may be 


A. ra — 15 % I pray not that thou should- 


An cna est take them out of the world, but 
———— ‘that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil. 

16 ¢ They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world. 

17 4° Sanctify them through thy truth : f thy 
word is truth. 

18 & As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them into the world. 


Matt. vi. 13; Gal. i. 4; 2 Thess. iii. 3; 1 John v. 18. 
Sie lees © Chap. xv. 3; Acts xv, 9; Eph. v. 26; 1 Peter 
1, 22. £2 Sam. vii. 28; Psa. cxix. 142, 151; chap. viii. 40. 


CHAP. 


XVII. sanctified and kept from evil. 
A. M. 4033, 
A. 


19 And » for their sakes I sanctify ah 
myself, that they also might be rs Ea. 
‘ sanctified through the truth. pe Tt 

20 J Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through 
their word ; 

21 *'That they all may be one; !as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me. 


& Chap. xx. 21. 
10. i Or, truly sanctified. 
Rom. xii. 5; Gal. iii. 28. 


h] Cor. i. 2,30; 1 Thess. iv. 7; Heb. x. 
Ver. 11,22, 235 chap. x. 16); 
1 Chap. x. 38; xiv. 11 


And the world hath hated them] The Jewish rulers, 
&c., have hated them.—-Why? Because they re- 
ceived the doctrine of God, the science of salvation, 
and taught it to others. They knew Jesus to be the 
Messiah, and as such they proclaimed him: our Lord 
speaks prophetically of what was about to take place. 
How terrible is the perversion of human nature ! 
Men despise that which they should esteem, and en- 
deavour to destroy that without which they must be 
destroyed themselves ! 

Verse 15. That thou shouldest take them out of 
the world] They must not yet leave the land of Judea: 
they had not as yet borne their testimony there, con- 
cerning Christ -crucified and risen again from the 
dead. To take them away before this work was 
finished would not answer the gracious design of 
God.—1. Christ does not desire that his faithful 
apostles should soon die, and be taken to God. No 
but that they may live long, labour long, and bring 
forth much fruzt. 2. He does not intimate that they 
should seclude themselves from the world by going to 
the desert, or to the cloisters ; but that they should 
continue wm and among the world, that they may 
have the opportunity of recommending the salvation 
of God. 3. Christ only prays that while they are in 
the world, employed in the work of the ministry, they 
may be preserved from the influence, rov rovypov, of 
the evil one, the devil, who had lately entered into 
Judas, chap. xiii. 27, and who would endeavour to 
enter into them, ruin their souls, and destroy their 
work. A devil without can do no harm; but a devil 
within ruins all. 

Verse 17. Sanctify them] ‘Ay:acov, from a, nega- 
tive, and yn, the earth. This word has two mean- 
ings: 1. It signifies to consecrate, to separate from 
earth and common use, and to devote or dedicate to 
God and his service. 2. It signifies to make holy or 
pure. ‘The prayer of Christ may be understood in 
both these senses. He prayed—1. That they might 
be fully consecrated to the work of the ministry, and 
separated from all worldly concerns. 2. That they 
might be holy, and patterns of all holiness to those to 
whom they announced the salvation of God. A minis- 
ter who engages himself in worldly concerns is a 
reproach to the Gospel ; and he who is not saved from 
his own sims can with a bad grace recommend salva- 
tion to others. 

1 


Through thy truth] It is not only according to the 
truth of God that ministers are to be set apart to the 
sacred work ; but it is from that truth, and according 
to it, that they must preach to others. That doctrine 
which is not drawn from the truth of God can never 
save souls. God blesses no word but his own; be- 
cause none is truth, without mixture of error, but that 
which has proceeded from himself. Our Lord still 
acts here in reference to the conduct of the high 
priest, to whom it belonged to sanctify the priests, 
the sons of Aaron: see on ver. 1. 

Verse 18. As thou hast sent me—so have I also 
sent them] ‘The apostles had the same commission 
which Christ had, considered as man—they were 
endued with the same Spirit, so that they could not 
err, and their word was accompanied wae the same 
success. 

Verse 19. I sanctify myself | I consecrate and 
devote myself to death—that I may thereby purchase 
eternal salvation for them. There seems to be here 
an allusion to the entering of the high priest into the 
holy of holies, when, having offered the sacrifice, he 
sprinkled the blood before the ark of the covenant. 
So Jesus entered into the holiest of all by his own 
blood, in order to obtain everlasting redemption for 
men: see Heb. ix. 11-13. The word, dycafw, to 
consecrate or sanctify, is used in the sense of devoting 
to death, in Jer. xii. 3, both in the Hebrew and in 
the Septuagint: the Hebrew wap signifies also to 
sacrifice. 

IUI. Our Lord’s prayer for his Church, and for all 
who would believe on his name, through the preach- 
ing of the apostles and their successors : see on ver. 1. 

Verse 20. Neither pray I for these alone| This 
prayer extends itself through all ages, and takes in 
every soul that believes in the Lord Jesus. 

And what is it that Christ asks in behalf of his fol- 
lowers? The greatest of blessings: unity, peace, 
love, and eternal glory. 

Verse 21. That they all may be one] This prayer 
was literally answered to the first believers, who were 
all of one heart and of one soul: Acts iv. 32. And 
why is it that believers are not in the same spirit now ? 
Because they neither attend to the example nor to the 
truth of Christ. 

That the world may believe] We have already seen 
that the word, xoouoc, world, is used in several parts 
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Christ prays that they may be one 


Ae ana. 22 And the glory which thou 


aim gavest me, I have given them ; 
mthat they may be one, even as 
we are one: 

23 I in them, and thou in me, "that they 
may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and 
hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24 ° Father, I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; that 


m Chap. xiv. 20; 1 Johni. 3; i. 24. 0 Col. iii. 14. 
xi. 26; xiv. 3; ! Thess. iv. 17. P Ver. 5. 


© Chap. 


of this last discourse of our Lord to signify the Jewish 
people only. 

Christ will have all his members to be one in spurit 
-—one in rights and privileges, and one in the blessed- 
ness of the future world. 

Verse 22. And the glory which thou gavest me I 
have given them] That is, the power to work miracles, 
and to preach unadulterated truth, say some; but as 
our Lord is not here praying for the disciples, but for 
all those who should believe on him through ther word, 
ver. 20, it is more natural to understand the passage 
thus. As Christ, according to his human nature, is 
termed the Son of God, he may be understood as say- 
ing: “I have communicated to all those who believe, 
or shall believe in me, the glorious privilege of becom- 
ing sons of God; that, being all adopted children of 
the same Father, they may abide in peace, love, and 
unity.” For this reason it is said, Heb. ii. 11, Christ 
is not ashamed to call them brethren. However, our 
Lord may here, as in several other places, be using 
the past for the future ; and the words may therefore 
be understood of the glory which they were to share 
with him in heaven. 

Verse 23. That the world may know] That the 
Jewish people first, and secondly the Gentiles, may 
acknowledge me as the true Messiah, and be saved 
unto life eternal. 


Verse 24. That they may behold my glory) That 
they may enjoy eternal felicity with me in thy king- 
dom. So the word is used, chap. 111. 3; Matt. y. 8. 
The design of Christ is, that all who believe should 
love and obey, persevere unto the end, and be eternally 
united to himself, and the ever blessed God, in the 
kingdom of glory. 

Verse 25. The world hath not known thee] Has 
not acknowledged me. See on chap. i. 11, 12. 

And these have known] Here our Lord, returning 


ST. JOHN. 


with him, and finally glorified 


they may behold my glory whichthou 4, ™. 438 
hast given me: ? for thou lovedst me An. Gis 
before the foundation of the world. ———— 
25 O righteous Father, 4 the world hath not 
known thee; but ™I have known thee, and 
sthese have known that thou hast sent me. 
26 tAnd I have declared unto them thy 
name, and will declare it: that the love 
«wherewith thou hast loved me may be in 


them, and I in them. 


* Ch. vii. 29; vill. 55; x. 15. Ver. 8; 
u Chap. xv. 9. 


4Ch. xv.21; xvi.3. 
chap. xvi. 27.—* Ver. 6; chap. xv. 15. 


to the disciples, speaks: 1st. Of their having received 
him as the Messiah; 2dly. Of his making the Father 
known unto them; 3dly. Of his purpose to continue to 
influence them by the Spirit of truth, that they might 
be perfectly united to God, by an indwelling Saviour 
for ever. 

Verse 26. J have declared unto them thy name, &c.] 
I have taught them the true doctrine. 

And will declare it] This he did: Ist. By the 
conyersations he had with his disciples after his 
resurrection, during the space of forty days. 2dly. 
By the Holy Spirit which was poured out upon them 
on the day of pentecost. And all these declarations 
Jesus Christ made, that the Jove of God, and Christ 
Jesus himself, might dwell in them; and thus they 
were to become a habitation for God through the 
eternal Spirit. 


Our Lord’s sermon, which he concluded by the 
prayer recorded in this chapter, begins.at ver. 13 of 
chap. xiii. and is one of the most excellent than can 
be conceived. His sermon on the mount shows men 
what they should do, so as to please God: this ser- 
mon shows them how they are to do the things pre- 
scribed in the other. In the former the reader sees 
a strict morality which he fears he shall never be able 
to perform : in ¢his, he sees all things are possible to 
him who believes ; for that very God who made him 
shall dwell in his heart, and enable him to do all that 
He pleases to employ him in. No man ean properly 
understand the nature and design of the religion of 
Christ who does not enter into the spirit of the pre- 
ceding discourse. Perhaps no part of our Lord’s 
words has been less understood, or more perverted, 
than the seventeenth chapter of St. John. I have 
done what I could, in so small a compass, to make 
every thing plain, and to apply these words in that 
way in which I am satisfied he used them. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


Jesus passes the brook Cedron, and goes to the garden of Gethsemane, 1. 


to the place with a troop of men to take him, 2, 3. 
4-6. 
to Caiaphas, 12-14. 


24-27. 
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He addresses them again, and Peter smites Malchus, 7-11. 
Peter follows to the palace of the high priest, 15-18. 
Christ concerning his doctrine, and Jesus answers, and is smitten, 19-23. 

Jesus is led to the judgment hall, and Pilate and the Jews converse about him, 28-32. 


Judas, having betrayed him, comes 
Jesus addresses them, and they fall to the ground, 
They seize him and lead Bien away 

The high priest questions 
Peter denies his Lord twice, 
Pilate 
a 


He passes the brook Cedron, 


CHAP. 


XVIII. 


and goes to Gethsemane. 


converses with Jesus, who informs him of the spiritual nature of his kingdom, 33-37. Pilate returns to 


the Jews, and declares Christ to be imnocent, 38. 
his condemnation, 39, 40. 


sr eta WHEN Jesus had spoken these 
fips Oboe words, *he went forth with 


where was a garden, into the which he entered, 
and his disciples. 

2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew 
the place : (° for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither 
with his disciples.) 

3 ‘Judas then, having received a band of 
men and officers from the chief priests and 


fe seeks to discharge him, and the Jews clamour for 


Pharisees, cometh thither with aa A 


lanterns and torches and ~ wea- An. Olymp. 

CCI. 1. 
pons. ee ON 
4 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that 
should come upon him, went forth, and said 
unto them, Whom seek ye ? 

5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And 
Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with 
them. 


a Matt. xxvi. 36; Mark xiv. 32; Luke xxii. 39.——»2 Sam. 
xv. 23. 


¢ Luke xxi. 37; xxii. 39. 4 Matt, xxvi. 47; Mark xiv. 43; 
Luke xxii. 47; Acts i. 16. 


NOTES ON CHAP: XVIII. 

Verse 1. Over the brook Cedron] Having finished 
the prayer related in the preceding chapter, our Lord 
went straight to the garden of Gethsemane, Matt. xxvi. 
36, which was in the mount of Olives, eastward of 
Jerusalem. This mount was separated from the city 
by a very narrow valley, through the midst of which 
the brook Cedron ran: see 1 Mace. xii. 37; Joseph. 
War, b. v. c. 2,8. 3. xii. 2. Cedron is a very small 
rivulet, about six or seven feet broad, nor is it con- 
stantly supplied with water, being dry all the year, 
except during the rains. It is mentioned in the Old 
Testament: 2 Sam. xv. 23; 1 Kings xv. 13; 2 
Kings xxii. 4. And it appears the evangelist only 
mentions it here to call to remembrance what happen- 
ed to David, when he was driven from Jerusalem by 
his son Absalom, and he and his followers obliged to 
pass the brook Cedron on foot: see 2 Sam. xv. 23. 
All this was a very expressive figure of what happen- 
ed now to this second David, by the treachery of one 
of his own disciples. This brook had its name pro- 
bably from 17) Kadar, he was black; it being the 
place into which the blood of the sacrifices, and other 
filth of the city, ran. It was rather, says Lightfoot, 
the sink, or the common sewer, of the city, than a 
brook. Some copyists, mistaking Kedpwv for Greek, 
have changed rov into rwv, and thus have written twy 
Kedpov, of cedars, instead of tov Kedpwr, the brook of 
Cedron:; but this last is undoubtedly the genuine reading. 

A garden| Gethsemane : see on Matt. xxvi. 36. 

The Jewish grandees had their gardens and pleasure 
grounds without the city, even in the mount of Olives. 
This is still a common custom among the Asiatics. 

St. John mentions nothing of the agony in the gar- 
den; probably because he found it so amply related by 
all the other evangelists. As that account should come 
in here, the reader is desired to consult the notes on 
Matt. xxvi. 36-47. See also Mark xiv. 30—36, and 
Luke xxii. 40-44. 

Verse 2. Judas—knew the place] As many had 
come from different quarters to celebrate the passover 
at Jerusalem, it could not be an easy matter to find 
lodging in the city: Jesus therefore chose to pass the 
night in the garden with his disciples, which, from this 
verse, and from Luke xxii. 39, we find was his fre- 


Vou. I. ( 41) 


quent custom, though he often lodged in Bethany, 
But, as he had supped in the city this evening, Judas 
took it for granted that he had not gone to Bethany, 
and therefore was to be met with in the garden; and, 
having given this information to the priests, they gave 
him some soldiers and others that he might be the bet- 
ter enabled to seize and bring him away. 

Verse 3. A band] Tyyv orepay, The band or troop. 
Some think that the spira was the same as the Roman 
cohort, and was the tenth part of a legion, which con- 
sisted sometimes of 4200, and sometimes of 5000 
foot. But Raphelius, on Matt. xxvii. 27, has clearly 
proved, from Polybius, that the spira was no more 
than a tenth of the fourth part of a legion. And as 
the number of the legion was uncertain, and their 
divisions not at all egual, no person can tell how many 
the band or spira contained. See many curious par- 
ticulars in Raphelius on this point, vol. i. p. 351, edit. 
1747. This band was probably those Roman soldiers 
given by the governor for the defence of the temple ; 
and the officers were those who belonged to the Sanhedrin. 

With lanterns and torches] With these they had 
intended to search the corners and caverns, provided 
Christ had hidden himself; for they could not have 
needed them for any other purpose, it being now the 
fourteenth day of the moon’s age, in the month Nisan, 
and consequently she appeared full and bright. The 
weapons mentioned here were probably no other than 
clubs, staves, and instruments of that kind, as we may 
gather from Matt. xxvi. 55; Mark xiv. 48; Luke 
xxil. 52. The swords mentioned by the other evan- 
gelists were probably those of the Roman soldiers; 
the clubs and staves belonged to the chief priest’s offi- 
cers. 

Verse 4. Jesus—knowing all things, &c.] He had 
gone through all his preaching, working of miracles, 
and passion, and had nothing to do now but to offer up 
himself on the cross; he therefore went forth to meet 
them, to deliver himself up to death. 

Verse 5. Jesus of Nazareth.| They did not say 
this till after Judas kissed Christ, which was the sign 
which he had agreed with the soldiers, &c., to give 
them, that they might know whom they were to seize : 
see Matt. xxvi. 48. Though some harmonists place 
the kiss after what is spoken in the ninth verse. 
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Peter cuts off the ear of 


dealt. 4033 6 As soon then as he had said 


An. Olymp. unto them, I am he, they went back- 
pos ward, and fell to the ground. 

7 Then asked he them again, Whom seck 
ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 

8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I 
am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go 
their way : 

9 That the saying might be fulfilled, which 
he spake, * Of them which thou gavest me, 
have I lost none. 

10 4 ‘Then Simon Peter having a sword 
drew it, and smote the high priest’s servant, 
and cut off his right ear. The servant’s name 
was Malchus. 


© Chap. xvii. 12. f Matt. xxvi. 51; Mark xiv. 47; Luke xxii, 
49, 50.—é Matt. xx. 22; xxvi. 39, 42.—— See Matt. xxvi. 57. 
i Luke iii. 2. 


Verse 6. They went backward, and fell to the 
ground.| None of the other evangelists mentions this 
very important circumstance. Our Lord chose to give 
them this proof of hzs infinite power, that they might 
know that their power could not prevail against him if 
he chose to exert his might, seeing that the very breath 
of his mouth confounded, drove back, and struck them 
down to the earth. Thus by the dust of God they 
might have perished, and by the breath of his nostrils 
they might have been consumed: Job iv. 9. 

Verse 8. Let these go their way] These words are 
rather words of authority, than words of entreaty. I 
voluntarily give myself up to you, but you must not 
molest one of these my disciples. At your peril injure 
them. Let them go about their business. I have 
already given you a sufficient proof of my power: I 
will not exert it in my own behalf, for I will lay down 
my life for the sheep; but I will not permit you to in- 
jure the least of these. It was certainly the supreme 
power of Christ that kept the soldiers and the mob 
from destroying all the disciples present, when Peter 
had given them such provocation, in cutting off the ear 
of Malchus. There were probably no other disciples 
with Christ than Peter, James, and John, at this time. 
see Matt. xxvi. 37; Mark xiii. 33. 

Verse 10. Having a sword] See the note on Luke 
Xxil. 36. 

Cut off his right ear.| He probably designed to 
have cloven his scull in two, but God turned it aside, 
and only permitted the ear to be taken off; and this he 
would not have suffered, but only that he might have 
the opportunity of giving them a most striking proof 
of his Divinity in working an astonishing miracle on 
the occasion: see the notes on Matt. xxvi. 51-56. 

The other three evangelists mention this transac- 
tion; but neither give the name of Peter nor of Mal- 
chus, probably because both persons were alive when 
they wrote; but it is likely both had been long dead 
before St. John published his history. 

Verse 11. The cup which my Father hath given me] 
The cup signifies sometimes the lot of life, whether 
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ST. JOHN. 


the high priest’s servant. 
11 “ThemtsaideJ esas tunitar? eran 
Put up thy sword into the sheath: An. Giyee 


ethe cup which my Father hath 
given me, shall I not drink it ? 

12 9 Then the band and the captain and 
officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, 

13 And » led him away to ‘ Annas first ; for 
he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, which was 
the high priest that same year. * 

14 ! Now Caiaphas was he, which gave coun- 
sel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one 
man should die for the people. 

15 § ™And Simon Peter followed Jesus, 
and so did another disciple : that disciple was 
known unto the high priest, and went in with 

« And Annas sent Christ bound unto Caiaphas the high priest, 


ver. 24. 1Chap. xi. 50. m Matt. xxvi. 58; Mark xiv. 54; 
Luke xxii. 54. 


prosperous or adverse : here it signifies the final suf- 
ferings of Christ. 

Verse 12. The captain] XtAcapyoc, The chiliarch, 
or chief over one thousand men—answering nearly to 
a colonel with us. See the note on Luke xxii. 4. He 
was probably the prefect or captain of the temple 
guard. 

Verse 13. To Annas] This man must have had 
great authority in his nation: 1. Because he had been 
a long time high priest; 2. Because he had no less 
than five sons who successively enjoyed the dignity 
of the high priesthood; and, 3. Because his son-in- 
law Caiaphas was at this time in possession of that 
office. It is likely that Annas was chief of the San- 
hedrin, and that it was to him in that office that 
Christ was first brought. Some think that Annas 
was still high priest, and that Caiaphas was only his 
deputy, though he did the principal part of the business, 
and that it is because of this that he is called high 
priest. But see the notes on Matt. ii. 4, and Luke 
iii. 2. 

That same year.) 'The office was now no longer 
during life as formerly. See the note on chap. xi. 49. 

What is related in the 24th verse, Now Annas had 
sent him bound to Caiaphas, comes properly in after 
the 13th verse. One of the Vienna MSS. adds this 
verse here ; the later Syriac has it in the margin, and 
St. Cyril in the text. See the margin. 

Verse 14. Caiaphas was he which gave counsel, 
&c.] Therefore he was an improper person to sit in 
judgment on Christ, whom he had prejudged and pre- 
condemned: see on chap. xi. 50-52. But Christ 
must not be treated according to the rules of justice 
if he had, he could not have been put to death. 

Verse 15. And—another disciple] Not rHat other 
disciple, for the article is omitted by AD, two others ; 
some editions; Syriac, Persic, Gothic, and Nonnus. 
So the Vulgate is to be understood. There are many 
conjectures who this disciple was: Jerome, Chrysostom, 
Theophylact, Nonnus, Lyra, Erasmus, Piscator, and 
others, say it was John. It is true John frequently 
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Peter comes to the high priest’s palace. CHAP 


fet 4088. J esus into the palace of the high 
o ‘ibaa priest. 

16 *» But Peter stood at the door 
without. Then went out that other disciple, 
which was known unto the high priest, and 
spake unto her that kept the door, and brought 
in Peter. 

17 Then said the damsel that kept the door 
unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man’s 
disciples? He saith, I am not. 

18 And the servants and officers stood there, 
who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: 


t XMAIII. The high priest questions Jesus 


and they warmed themselves: and ny SE eg 
Peter stood with them, and warmed An. Olymy. 

: COIL. 1. 
himself. aes 

19 4 The high priest then asked Jesus of 
his disciples, and of his doctrine. 

20 Jesus answered him, °I spake openly to 
the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, 
and in the temple, whither the Jews always 
resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 

21 Why askest thou me? ask them which 
heard me, what I have said unto them: be 


hold; they know what I said. 


2 Matt: xxvi: 69; Mark xiv. 66; Luke xxii. 54; 


° Matt. xxvi 55; Luke iv. 15; chap. vii. 14, 26, 28 sy vinie 2: 


mentions himself in the third person ; but then he has 
always, whom Jesus loved, as in chap. Xiii. 23 ; xix. 26; 
xxi. 7, 20, except in chap. xix. 35, where he has 
plainly pointed out himself as writer of this Gospel ; 
but, in the place before us, he has mentioned no cir- 
cumstance by which that disciple may be known to 
be John. To this may be added that John being 
not only a Galilean, but a fisherman by trade, it is 
not likely that he should have been known to the 
high priest, as it is here said of that disciple who fol- 
lowed Jesus with Peter. See Bishop Pearce and 
Calmet. The conjecture of Grotius is the most likely : 
viz. that it was the person at whose house Jesus had 
supped. St. Augustin, Tract. 113, speaks like a man 
of sound sense : We should not decide hastily, says he, 
on a subject concerning which the Scripture is silent. 

Verse 17. Thedamsel that kept the door] Cezarius, 
a writer quoted by Calmet, says this portress was 
named Ballila. Itis worthy of remark that women, 
especially old women, were employed by the ancients 
as porters. In 2 Sam. iv. 6, both the Septuagint and 
Vulgate make a woman porter to Ishbosheth. Anis- 
TOPHANES, in Vespis, v. 765, mentions them in the 
same office and calls them Sy«cc, Sekis, which seems 
to signify a common maid-servant :— 

‘Ore tyv Fupav avewsev 7 Inkic Aadpa: 


And Evripives, J'road. brings in Hecuba, com- 
plaining that she, who was wont to sit upon a throne, 
is now reduced to the miserable necessity of becom- 
ing a porter, or a nurse, in order to get a morsel of 
bread. And Puautus, Curcul. Act. i. sc. 1, mentions 
an old woman who was keeper of the gate :— 


Anus hic solet cubitare custos janitriz. 


Why ‘hey, in preference to men, should be pitched 
upon for this office, I cannot conceive ; but we find 
the usage was common in all ancient nations. See 
the notes on Matt. xxvi. 69. 

Verse 18. Servants and officers] These belonged 
to the chief priests, &c.; the Roman soldiers had 
probably been dismissed after having conducted 
Christ to Annas. 

Verse 19. Asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his 
doctrine.] He probably asked him by what autho- 
rity, or in virtue of what right, he collected disciples, 
formed a different sect, preached a new doctrine, and 
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set himself up for a public reformer? As religion 
was interested in these things, the high priest was 
considered as being the proper judge. But all this; 
with what follows, was transacted by night, and this 
was contrary to established laws. For the Talmud 
states, Sanhed. c. iv. s. 1, that— Criminal processes 
can neither commence nor terminate, but duting the 
course of the day. If the person be acquitted, the 
sentence may be pronounced during that day ; but, if 
he be condemned, the sentence cannot be pronounced 
till the next day. But no kind of judgment is to be 
executed, either on the eve of the Sabbath, or the eve 
of any festival.” Nevertheless, to the lasting infamy 
of this people, Christ was judicially interrogated and 
condemned during the night; and on the night too 
of the passover, or; according to others, on the eve of 
that feast. Thus, as I have remarked before, all the 
forms of justice were insulted and outraged in the 
ease of our Lord. In this his humiliation his judg- 
ment was taken away. See Acts vii. 33. 

Verse 20. I spake openly to the world] To every 
person in the land indiscriminately—to the people 
at large: the tw kooww, here, is tantamount to the 
French tout le monde, all the world, i. e. every person 
within reach. This is another proof that St. John 
uses the term world to mean the Jewish people only ; 
for it is certain our Lord did not preach to the Gen- 
tiles. The answer of our Lord, mentioned in this 
atid the following verse, is such as becamé a person 
conscious of his own innocence, and confident in the 
righteousness of his cause. I have taught in the 
temple, in the synagogues, in all the principal cities, 
towns, and villages, and through all the country. I 
have had no secret school. You and your emissaries 
have watched me every where. No doctrine has 
ever ptoceeded from my lips, but what was agreeable 
to the righteousness of the law and the putity of 
God. My disciples, when they have taught, have 
taught ih the same way, and had the same witnesses. 
Ask those who have attended our public ministra- 
tions, and hear whether they can prove that I or my 
disciples have pteached any false doctrines, have 
ever troubled society, or disturbed the state. Attend 
to the ordinary course of justice, call witnesses, let 
them make their depositions, and then proceed to 
judge according to the evidence brought before you. 
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Peter is questioned, 


AM. 4033. 22 And when he had thus spoken, 
An. Olymp. one of the officers which stood by 

casa struck Jesus 4% with the palm of 
his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high 
priest so? 

23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why 
smitest thou me ? 

(24 *Now Annas had sent him bound unto 
Caiaphas the high priest.) 

25 9 And Simon Peter stood and warmed 


ST. JOHN. 


and demes his Lord 


not thou also one of his disciples ? i 
He denied zt, and said, I am not. An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 

26 One of the servants of the ————. 
high priest, being Ais kinsman whose ear 
Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the 
garden with him @ 

27 Peter then denied again: and * immedi- 
ately the cock crew. 

28 ¥* Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas 
unto ¥ the hall of judgment: and it was early: 
* and they themselves went not into the judg- 


himself. * They said therefore unto him, Art| ment hall, lest they should be defiled; but 

P Jer. xx. 2; Acts xxiii. 2.——4 Or, with a rod. t Matt. xxvi. u Matt. xxvii. 2; Mark xv. 1; Luke xxiii. 1; Acts iii. 
57 sMatt. xxvi. 69, 71; Mark xiv. 69; Luke xxii. 58. | 13. vYOr Pilate’s house, Matt. xxvii. 27.——wActs x. 28; 
t Matt. xxvi. 74; Mark xiv. 72; Luke xxii. 60; chap. xiii. 38. Miso 


Verse 22. One of the officers—struck Jesus] This 
was an outrage to all justice: for a prisoner, before 
he is condemned, is ever considered to be under the 
especial protection of justice ; nor has any one a right 
to touch him, but according to the direction of the 
law. But it has been observed before that, if justice 
had been done to Christ, he could neither have suffered 
nor died. 

Verse 24. Now Annas had sent him, &e.] It has 
been observed before that the proper place of this 
verse is immediately after the 13th; and, if it be 
allowed to stand here, it should be read in a paren- 
thesis, and considered as a recapitulation of what had 
been before done. 

Verse 27. And—the cock crew.] Peter denied our 
Lord three times :— 

Peter’s first denial. 

I. This took place, when he was without, or beneath, 
in the hall of Caiaphas’s house. He was not in the 
higher part where Christ stood before the high priest ; 
but without that division of the hall, and in the lower 
part with the servants’ and officers, at the fire kindled 
in the midst of the hall, ver. 16, 18; and the girl 
who kept the door had entered into the hall, where 
she charged Peter. 


Peter’s second denial. 


II. This was in a short time after the first, Luke 
xxii. 58. Having once denied his Master, he naturally 
retired from the place where his accuser was to the 
vestibule of the hall, Matt. xxvi. 71, and it was the 
time of the first cock-crowing, or soon after midnight. 
After remaining here a short time, perhaps an hour, 
another girl sees him, and says to them who were 
standing by in the vestibule, that he was one of them. 
Peter, to avoid this charge, withdraws into the hall, 
and warms himself. The girl, and those to whom she 
had spoken, follow him; the communication between 
the two places being immediate. Here a man en- 
forces the charge of the girl, according to Luke; and 
others urge it, according to St. John; and Peter 
denies Jesus vehemently. 

Peter’s third denial. 


TIT. He was now in the hall, and also within sight 
of Jesus, though at such a distance from him that Je- 
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sus could not know what passed, but in a supernatural 
way. And, about an hour after his second denial, 
those who stood by founded a third charge against 
him, on his being a Galilean, which St. Luke says, 
chap. xxil. 59, one in particular strongly affirmed ; 
and which, according to John, ver. 26, was supported 
by one of Malchus’s relations. This occasioned a 
more vehement denial than before, and immediately the 
cock crew the second time; which is eminently called 
axextopodwvia. The first denial may have been be- 
tween our twelve and one; and the second between 
our two and three. 

At the time of the ¢hird denial, Luke xxii. 61 proves 
that Jesus was in the same room with Peter. We 
must farther observe that Matthew, chap. xxvi. 57, 
lays the scene of Peter’s denials in the house of Cai- 
aphas : whereas John, ver. 15-23, seems to intimate 
that these transactions took place in the house of An 
nas ; but this difficulty arises from the injudicious in- 
sertion of the particle ovy, therefore, in ver. 24, which 
should be omitted, on the authority of ADES, Mt. BH, 
many others; besides some versions, and some of the 
primitive fathers. Griesbach has left it out of the text. 
See Bishop Newcome’s Harm. notes, p. 48. 

The time of Peter’s denials happened during the 
space of the third Roman watch, or that division of 
the night, between twelve and three, which is called 
ahextopodwvia, or cock-crowing, Mark xiii. 35. Con- 
cerning the nature and progress of Peter’s denial, see 
the notes on Matt. xxvi. 58, 69-75. 


Verse 28. The hall of judgment] Exc ro xpacrwpiov, 
To the pretorium. 'This was the house where Pilate 
lodged ; hence called in our margin, Pilate’s house. 
The pretorium is so called from being the dwelling- 
place of the praetor, or chief of the province. It was 
also the place where he held his court, and tried causes. 

St. John has omitted all that passed in the house of 
Caiaphas—the accusations brought against Christ— 
the false witnesses—the insults which he received in 
the house of the high priest—and the assembling of 
the grand council, or Sanhedrin. These he found am- 
ply detailed by the other three evangelists; and for 
this reason it appears that he omitted them. John’s is 
properly a supplementary Gospel. 

Lest they should be defiled} The Jews considered 
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Pilate questions the Jews CHAP. 

AB. 28 that they might eat the pass- 
. Olymp. 

i aaa 


29 Pilate then went out unto them, 
and said, What accusation bring ye against 
this man ? 

30 ‘They answered and said unto him, If he 
were not a malefactor, we would not have de- 
livered him up unto thee. 

31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, 


XVIII. concerning Christ. 
and judge him according to your a a 


law. The Jews therefore said unto An. Olymp. 
him, It is not lawful for us to put 
any man to death: 

32 * That the saying of Jesus might be ful- 
filled, which he spake, signifying what death 
he should die. 

33 ¥ Then Pilate entered into the judgment 
hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto 


x Matt. xx. 19; chap. xii. 32, 33. 


even the touch of a Gentile as a legal defilement ; and 
therefore would not venture into the praetorium, for 
fear of contracting some impurity, which would have 
obliged them to separate themselves from all religious 
ordinances till the evening, Lev. xv. 10, 11, 19, 20. 

That they might eat the passover.} Some main- 
tain that to macya here does not mean the paschal 
Jamb, but the other sacrifices which were offered dur- 
ing the paschal solemnity—for this had been eaten 
the evening before; and that our Lord was crucified 
the day after the passover. Others have maintained 
that the paschal lamb is here meant; that this was the 
proper day for sacrificing it; that it was on the very 
hour in which it was offered that Christ expired on 
the cross ; and that therefore our Lord did not eat the 
paschal lamb this year, or that he ate it some hours 
before the common time. Bishop Pearce supposes 
that it was lawful for the Jews to eat the paschal lamb 
any time between the evening of Thursday and that 
of Friday. He conjectures too that this permission 
was necessary on account of the immense number of 
lambs which were to be killed for that purpose. When 
Cestius desired to know the number of the Jews, he 
asked the priests how he might accomplish his wish 2 
They informed him that this might be known by the 
number of the /amés slain at the passover, as never 
less than ten partook of one lamb, though twenty might 
feast on it. On this mode of computation he found the 
lambs to be 256,500; evkoot’ revte pvpradac npiOunoar, 
mpocg de éakicxtAca Kat revtaxocta. See Josephus, 
War, b. vi. €°9."s. 3. 

That Jesus ate a passover this last year of his life 
is sufficiently evident from Matt. xxvi. 17-19; Mark 
xiv. 12-18; Luke xxii. 8-15; and that he ate this 
’ passover some hours before the ordinary time, and was 
himself slain at that hour in which the paschal lamb 
was ordered by the law to be sacrificed, is highly pro- 
bable, if not absolutely certain. See the note on Matt. 
XXvi. 20, and at the conclusion of the chapter, where 
the subject, and the different opinions on it, are largely 
considered. 

Verse 29. Pilate then went out] This was an act 
of condescension; but, as the Romans had confirmed 
to the Jews the free use of all their rites and cere- 
monies, the governor could not do less than comply 
with them in this matter. He went out to them, that 
they might not be obliged to come into the hall, and 
thus run the risk of being defiled. 

Verse 30. If he were not a malefactor]. So they 
did not wish to make Pilate the judge, but the exe- 
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y Matt. xxvii. 11. 


cutor of the sentence which they had already illegally 
passed. 

Verse 31. Jt is not lawful for us to put any man 
to death} They might have judged Jesus according 
to their law, as Pilate bade them do; but they could 
only excommunicate or scourge him. They might have 
voted him worthy of death; but they could not put 
him to death, if any thing of a secular nature were 
charged against him. The power of life and death 
was in all probability taken from the Jews when Ar- 
chelaus, king of Judea, was banished to Vienna, and 
Judea was made a Roman province ; and this happened 
more than fifty years before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. But the Romans suffered Herod, mentioned 
Acts xii., to exercise the power of life and death dur- 
ing his reign. See much on this point in Calmet and 
Pearce. After all, I think it probable that, though the 
power of life and death was taken away from the Jews, 
as far as it concerned affairs of state, yet it was con- 
tinued to them in matters which were wholly of an 
ecclesiastical nature ; and that they only applied thus 
to Pilate to persuade him that they were proceeding 
against Christ as an enemy of the state, and not as a 
transgressor of their own peculiar laws and customs. 
Hence, though they assert that he should die accord- 
ing to their law, because he made himself the Son of 
God, chap. xix. 7, yet they lay peculiar stress on his 
being an enemy to the Roman government; and, when 
they found Pilate disposed to let him go, they asserted 
that if he did he was not Cesar’s friend, ver. 12. It 
was this that intimidated Pilate, and induced him to 
give him up, that they might crucify him. How they 
came to lose this power is accounted for in a different 
manner by Dr. Lightfoot. His observations are 
very curious, and are subjoined to the end of this 
chapter. 

Verse 32. That the saying of Jesus might be ful- 
filed| Or, thus the word was fulfilled. God per- 
mitted the Jews to lose the power of life and death, 
in the sense before stated, that according to the Ro- 
man laws, which punished sedition, &c., with the cross, 
Christ might be crucified, according to his own predic- 
tion : chap. xii. 32, and iii. 14. 

Verse 33. Art thou the King of the Jews ?] St. Luke 
says, expressly, xxiii. 2, that when the Jews brought 
him to Pilate they began to accuse him as a rebel, 
who said he was king of the Jews, and forbade the 
people to pay tribute to Cesar. It was in consequence 
of this accusation that Pilate asked the question men- 
tioned in the text, 
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. M. 4033. yj 
A.M. 4033. him, Art thou the King of the 


An. Olymp. Jews 2 

34 Jesus answered him, Sayest 
thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it 
thee of me? 

35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? ‘Thine 
own nation and the chief priests have delivered 
thee unto me: what hast thou done ? 

36 * Jesus answered, * My kingdom is not 
of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now 
is my kingdom not from hence, 

37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a 
king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that 


ST, JOHN. 


concerning his kingdom 

1 i .M. 4033. 

T am a king. To this end was wore - 
I born, and for this cause came An. Give. 


I into the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. Every one that ?is 
of the truth heareth my voice, 

38 Pilate saith’ unto him, What is truth ? 
And when he had said this, he went out again 
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, © I find in 
him no fault at all. 

39 4 But ye have a custom, that I should re- 
lease unto you one at the passover ; will ye there- 
fore that I release unto you the King of the Jews ? 

40 ¢ Then cried they all again, saying, Not 
this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was 
a robber, 


aDan. ii. 44; vii. 14; Luke xii. 14; chap. 
© Matt. 


z1 Tim. vi. 13. , : 
yi. 15; viii. 15.—> Chap. viii. 47 ; 1 Johniii. 19; iv. 6. 


xxvii. 24; Luke xxiii. 4; chap. xix. 4, 6——4 Matt. xxvii. 15; 
Mark xv. 6; Luke xxiii. 17. e Acts iu. 14.——f Luke xxiii. 19. 


Verse 34, Sayest thou this thing of thyself | That 
is, Is it because my enemies thus accuse me, or be- 
cause thou hast any suspicion of me, that thou askest 
this question ? 


Verse 35. Am Ia Jew?) That is, I am not a/| 


Jew, and cannot judge whether thou art what is called 
the Christ, the king of the Jews. It is thy own coun- 
trymen, and their spiritual rulers, who delivered thee 
up to me with the above accusation. 

What hast thou done?] If thou dost not profess 
thyself king oyer this people, and an enemy to Cesar, 
what is it that thoy hast done, for which they desire 
thy condemnation ? 

Verse 36. My kingdom is not of this world] It is 
purely spiritual and Divine. If it had been of a secu- 
lar nature, then my servants would have contended— 
they would have opposed force with force, as the king- 
doms of this world do in their wars; but as my kingdom 
is not of this world, therefore no resistance has been 
made. Husebius relates, Hist. Eccles, lib, iii. c. 20, 
that “The relatives of our Lord were brought before 
Domitian, and interrogated whether they were of the 
family of David; and what sort the kingdom of Christ 
was, and where it would appear? They answered, 
that this kingdom was neither of this world, nor of an 
earthly nature; that it was altogether heavenly and 
angelical ; and that it would not take place till the end 
of the world.” 

Verse 37. Thou sayest] A common form of ex- 
pression for, yes, it is so. I was born into the world 
that I might set up and maintain a spiritual govern- 
ment: but this government is established in and by 
truth. All that love truth, hear my voice and attend 
to the spiritual dqctrines I preach. It is by ¢ruth alone 
that I influence the minds and govern the manners of 
my subjects. 

Verse 38. What is truth?} Among the sages of 
that time there were many opinions concerning truth ; 
and some had even supposed that it was a thing 
utterly out of the reach af men. Pilate perhaps 
might have asked the question in a mocking way ; 
and his not staying to get an answer indicated that 
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he either despaired of getting a satisfactory one, or 
that he was indifferent about it. This is the case 
with thousands: they appear desirous of knowing the 
truth, but have not patience to wait in a proper way 
to receive an answer to their question. 

I find in him no fault] Having asked the above 
question, and being convinced of our Lord’s innocence, 
he went out to the Jews to testify his conviction, and 
to deliver him, if possible, out of their hands. 

Verse 39. But ye have a custom] Nothing relative 
to the origin or reason of this custom is known. 
Commentators have swam in an ocean of conjecture 
on this point. They have lost their labour, and made 
nothing out: see the notes on Matt. xxvii. 15; Luke 
Sean 15's 

Verse 40. Barabbas was a robber| See Matt. 
xxvi. 16. 

The later Syriac has in the margin, apysAncnc, a 
chief robber, a captain of banditti, and it is probable 
that this was the case. He was not only a person 
who lived by plunder, but shed the blood of many of 
those whom he and his gang robbed, and rose up 
against the Roman government, as we learn from 
Luke xxiii. 19. There never existed a more perfi- 
dious, cruel, and murderous people than these Jews; 
and no wonder they preferred a murderer to the 
Prince of peace. Christ himself had said, If ye were 
of the world, the world would love its own. Like 
cleaves to like: hence we need not be surprised to 
find the vilest things still preferred to Christ, his 
kingdom, and his salvation, 


1. Ir is not easy to give the character of Pilate. 
From the manner of his conduct, we scarcely can tell 
when he is in jest or in earnest. He appears to have 
been fully convinced of the innocence of Christ; and 
that the Jews, through envy and malice, desired his 
destruction, Op this ground he should have released 
him; but he was afraid to offend the Jews. He 
knew they were an uneasy, factious, and seditious 
people ; and he was afraid to irritate them. Fiat 
Justitia, ruat celum! was no motto of his, For fear 
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When and how the Jews lost CHAP. 
of the clamours of this bad people, he permitted all 
the forms and requisitions of justice to be outraged, 
and abandoned the most innocent Jesus to their rage 
and malice. In this case he knew what was truth, but 
did not follow its dictates; and he as hastily abandon- 
ed the author of it as he did the question he had asked 
concerning it. Pilate, it is true, was disposed to pity 
—the Jews were full of malice and cruelty. They 
both, however, joined in the murder of our Lord. 
The most that we can say for Pilate is, that he was 
disposed to justice, but was not inclined to hazard 
his comfort or safety in doing it. He was an easy, 
pliable man, who had no objection to do a right thing if 
it should cost him no trouble ; but he felt no disposition 
to make any sacrifice, even in behalf of innocence, 
righteousness, and truth. In all the business Pilate 
showed that he was not a good man; and the Jews 
proved that they were of their father, the devil. See 
chap. xix. 8. 

2. As Dr. Lightfoot has entered into a regular ex- 
amination of when and how the Jews lost the power 
of life and:death in criminal cases, it may be necessary 
to lay before the reader a copious abstract of his re- 
searches on this subject, founded on ver. 31, of the 
preceding chapter. 

“ Tt cannot be denied that all capital judgment, or 
sentence upon life, had been taken from the Jews for 
above forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
as they oftentimes themselves confess. But how 
came this to pass? It is commonly received that the 
Romans, at this time the Jews’ lords and masters, 
had taken from all their courts a power and capacity 
of judging the capital matters. Let us superadd a few 
things here. Rabh.Cahna saith, When R. Ismael 
bar Jose lay sick, they sent to him, saying, Pray, sir, 
tell us two or three things which thou didst once tell 
us in the name of thy Father. He saith to them, A 
hundred and fourscore years before the destruction 
of the temple, the wicked kingdom (the Roman em- 
pire) reigned over Israel, fourscore years before the 
destruction of the temple, they (the fathers of the 
Sanhedrin) determined about the uncleanness of the 
heathen land, and about glass vessels. Forty years 
before the destruction of the temple, the Sanhedrin 
removed and sat in the Taberne. What 1s the mean- 
ing of this tradition? Rabbi Isaac bar Abdimi saith, 
They did not judge judgments of mulcts. The gloss 
is, Those are the judgments about fining any that 
offered violence, that entice a maid, and the price of a 
servant. When, therefore, they did not sit in the 
room Gazith, they did not judge about these things, 
and so those judgments about mulcts or fines ceased. 
Avodoh Zarah. fol. 82. Here we have one part of 
their judiciary power lost ; not taken away from them 


by the Romans, but falling of itself, as it were, out of | 


the hands of the Sanhedrin. Nor did the Romans 
indeed take away their power of judging in capital 
matters; but they, by their own oscitancy, supine and 
unreasonable lenity, lost it themselves, for so the Ge- 
mara goes on: Rabh Hachman bar Isaac saith, Let 
him not say that they did not judge judgments of 
mulets, for they did not judge capital judgments 
either. And whence comes this? When they saw 
that so many murders and homicides multiplied upon 
1 


XVIII. their power of life and death. 
them that they could not well judge and call them to 
account, they said, It is better for us that we remove 
from place to place ; for how can we otherwise (sitting 
here and not punishing them) not contract guilt upon 
ourselves 2 

“They thought themselves obliged to punish mur- 
derers while they sat in the room Gazith, for the 
place itself engaged them to it. They are the words 
of the Gemarists, upon which the gloss. The room 
Gazith was half of it within, and half of it without, 
the holy place. The reason of which was, that it 
was requisite that the council should sit near the Di- 
vine Majesty. Hence it is that they say, Whoever 
constitules an unfit judge is as if he planted a 
grove hy the altar of the Lord, as it is written, 
Judges and officers shalt thou make thee; and it 
follows presently after, Thou shalt not plant thee 
a grove near the altar of the Lord thy God, Deut. 
xvi. 18, 21. They removed therefore from Ga- 
zith, and sat in the Taberne; now though the Ta- 
berne were upon the mountain of the temple, yer 
they did not sit so near the Divine Majesty there as 
they did when they sat in the room Gazith. 

“« Let us now in order put the whole matter toge- 
ther. 

“J. The Sanhedrin were most stupidly and unrea- 
sonably remiss in their punishment of capital offenders ; 
going upon this reason especially, that they counted it 
so horrible a thing to put an Israelite to death. For- 
sooth, he is of the seed of Abraham, of the blaod and 
stock of Zsrael, and you must have a care how you 
touch such a one! 

“R. Ehezer bar Simeon had laid hold on some 
thieves. R. Joshua bar Korchah sent to him, saying, 
O thou vinegar, the son of good wine! (i. e. O thou 
wicked son of a good father!) how long wilt thou de- 
liver the people of God to the slaughter! He an- 
swered and said, I root the thorns out of the vineyard, 
To whom the other: Let the Lord of the vineyard 
come and root them out himself. Bava Mezxiah, fol. 
83, 2. It is worth noting, that the very thieves of 
Tsrael are the people of God; and they must not be 
touched by any man, but referred to the judgment of 
God himself! 

“ When R,. Ismael bar R. Jose was constituted a 
magistrate by the king, there happened some such 
thing to him; for Elias himself rebuked him, saying, 
How long wilt thou deliver over the people of God to 
slaighter! Ibid. fol. 64,1. Hence that which we 
alleged elsewhere: The Sanhedrin that happens to 
sentence any one to death within the space of seven 
years, is termed a destroyer. R. Eliezer ben Aza- 
riah saith it is so, if they should but condemn one 
within seventy years. Maccoth, fol. 7, 1, 

“TI. It is obvious to any one how this foolish re- 
missness, and letting loose the reins of judgment, would 
soon increase the numbers of robbers, murderers, and 
all kinds of wickedness; and indeed they did so 
abundantly multiply that the Sanhedrin neither could 
nor durst, as it ought, call the criminals to account. 
The law slept, while wickedness was in the height 
of its revels ; and punitive justice was so out of coun- 
tenance that as to uncertain murders they made no 
search, and against certain ones they framed no judg- 
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ment. Since the tume that homicides multiplied, the 
beheading the heifer ceased. Sotoh, fol. 47,1. And 
in the place before quoted in Avodah: When they 
saw the numbers of murderers so greatly increase that 
they could not sit in judgment upon them, they said, 
Let us remove, §c., fol. 8, 2. So in the case of 
adultery, which we also observed in our notes on chap. 
vill. Since the time that adultery so openly advanced, 
under the second temple, they left off trying the 
adultress by the bitter water, 5c. Maimon. in Sotoh, 
cap. 3. 

“So that, we see, the liberty of judging in capital 
matters was no more taken from the Jews by the Ro- 
mans than the beheading of the heifer, or the trial of 
the suspected wife by the bitter waters, was taken 
away by them, which no one will affirm. Jt is a 
tradition of R. Chaia, from the day wherein the tem- 
ple was destroyed, though the Sanhedrin ceased, yet 
the four kinds of death (which were wont to be in- 
flicted by the Sanhedrin) did not cease. For he that 
had deserved to be stoned to death, either fell off from 
some house, or some wild beast tore and devoured him. 
He that had deserved burning, either fell into some 
Sire, or some serpent bit him. He that had deserved 
to be slain (i, e€, with the sword) was either delivered 
into the hands of some heathen king, or was murdered 
by robbers. He that had deserved strangling, was 
either drowned in some river, or choked by a squinancy. 

“This must be observed from the evangelists, that 
when they had Christ in examination in the palace of 
the high priest all night, in the morning the whole 
Sanhedrin met that they might pass sentence of death 
upon him. Where then was this that they met? 
Questionless in the room Gazith—at least if they 
adhered to their own rules and constitutions: Thither 
they betook themselves sometimes upon urgent neces- 
sity. The gloss before quoted excepts only the case 
of murder, with which, amongst all their false aecu- 
sations, they never charged Christ. 

“But, however, suppose it were granted that the 
great council met either in the Taberne, or some other 


ST. JOHN. 


crowned with thorns 


place, (which yet agreed by no means with their own 
tradition,) did they deal truly, and as the matter really 
and indeed was, with Pilate, when they tell him, J¢ zs 
not lawful for ws to put any man to death? He had 
said to them, Take ye him and judge him accordinz 
to your laws. We have indeed judged and condem 
ed him, but we cannot put any one to death. Was 
this that they said. in fact true! How came they 
then to stone the proto-martyr Stephen? How 
came they to stone Ben Sarda at Lydda? Hieros. 
Sanhed. fol. 25, 4. How came they to burn the 
priest’s daughter alive that was taken in adultery ? 
Bab. Sanhed. fol. 52, 1, and 51,1. It is probable 
that they had not put any one to death as yet, since 
the time that they had removed out of Gazith, and 
so might the easier persuade Pilate in that case. 
But their great design was to throw off the odium of 
Christ’s death from themselves; at least among the 
vulgar crowd ; fearing them, if the council should have 
decreed his execution. They seek this evasion, there- 
fore, which did not altogether want some colour and 
pretext of truth; and it succeeded according to what 
they desired. Divine Providence so ordering it as 
the evangelist intimates, ver. 32, That the saying of 
Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake signifying 
what death he should die: that is, be crucified accor- 
ding to the custom of the Romans. While I am 
upon this thought, I cannot but reflect upon that pas- 
sage, than which nothing is more worthy observation 
in the whole description of the Roman beast in the 
Revelation, chap. xiii. 4. The dragon which gave 
power to the beast. We cannot say this of the As- 
syrian, Babylonish, or any other monarchy ; for the 
Holy Scriptures do not say it. But reason dictates, 
and the event itself tells us, that there was something 
acted by the Roman empire in behalf of the dragon, 
which was not compatible with any other, that is, the 
putting of the Son of God to death. Which thing we 
must remember as often as we recite that article of 
our creed, ‘ He suffered under Pontius Pilate, that 
is, was put to death by the Roman empire ” 


CHAPTER, ATX. 


Jesus is scourged, crowned with thorns, and mocked by the soldiers, 1-3. 
Sor his death, 4-8. 


Pilate expostulates with the Jews on their barbarous demands ; but they become more in- 
veterate, and he delivers Christ into their hands, 12-16. 


wearing the purple robe ; and the Jews clamour 
Pilate, 9-11. 


crucified, 17-22. 
of John, 25-27. 


The soldiers cast lots 
Jesus thirsts, 


and Nicodemus brings spices to embalm it, 38-40. 


oe [SHEN «Pilate therefore took 
An. Olym Jes : 
oye us, and scourged him. 


2 And the soldiers platted a crown 
* Matt. xx. 19; xxvii, 26; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIX. 
Verse 1. Pilate-—took Jesus, and scourged him.] 
That is, caused him to be scourged: for we cannot 
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He is brought forth by Puate, 
Conversation between our Lord and 


He, bearing his cross, is led to Golgotha, and 


for his raiment, 23, 24. Jesus commends his mother to the care 
receives vinegar, and dies, 28-30. 

those who were crucified might be broken; the soldiers break those of 
of Christ; the Scriptures fulfilled in these acts, 31-37. 


The Jews request that the legs of 
the two thieves, and prerce the side 
Joseph of Arimathea begs the body of Christ 5 
He is laid in a new sepulchre, 41, 42. 


of thorns, and put it on his head, mi es 


and they put on him a purple An. Olymp. 
role CCIL 1, 
? 


Mark xv, 15; Luke xviii. 33. 


with Bede suppose that he scourged him with his own 
hand. 
As our Lord was scourged by order of Pilate, it is 
1 


Pilate seeks to release Christ, but 


A.M. 4033. 3 And said, Hail, King of the 
eae Jews! and they smote him with 


their hands. 

4 ‘I Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith 
unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, 
* that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 

5 ‘Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown 
of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate 
saith unto them, Behold the man ! 

6 ° When the chief priests therefore and of- 
ficers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify 
ham, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, 
Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no 
fault in him. 


CHAP. XIX. 


the Jews clamour for his death. 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D, 29. 
An, Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 


7 The Jews answered him, 4 We 
have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because * he made 
himself the Son of God. 

8 “| When Pilate therefore heard that say- 
ing, he was the more afraid ; 

9 And went again into the judgment. hall, 
and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? ‘ But 
Jesus gave him no answer. 

10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest 
thou not unto me? knowest thou not that [ 
have power to crucify thee, and have power 
to release thee ? 

11 Jesus answered, & Thou couldest have no 


bChap. xviii. 38; ver. 6. © Acts iii. 13. 4 Lev. xxiv. 16, 
¢ Matt. xxvi. 65; chap. v. 18; x. 33. 


Isa. lili. 7; Matt. xxvii. 12, 14-——s Luke xxii. 53; chap. 
vil. 30. 


probable he was scourged in the Roman manner, which 
was much more severe than that of the Jews. The 
latter never gave more than thirty-nine blows; for the 
law had absolutely forbidden a man to be abused, or 
his flesh cut in this chastisement, Deut. xxv. 3. The 
common method of whipping or flogging in some places, 
especially that of a mlitary kind, is a disgrace to the 
nation where it is done, to the laws, and to humanity. 
See Matt. xxvii. 26, and the note there. Though it 
was customary to scourge the person who was to be 
erucified, yet it appears that Pilate had another end in 
view by scourging our Lord. He hoped that this would 
have satisfied the Jews, and that he might then have 
dismissed Jesus. This appears from Luke xxiii. 16. 

Verse 2. Platted a crown of thorns] See on Matt. 
XXvil. 29. 

Verse 5. And Pilate saith] The word Pilate, which 
we supply in our version, is added by one MS., the 
later Syriac, later Arabic, and the Coptic. 

Behold the man !| The man who, according to you, 
affects the government, and threatens to take away the 
empire from the Romans. Behold the man whom ye 
have brought unto me as an enemy to Cesar, and as 
a sower of the seeds of sedition in the land! In him 
I find no guilt; and from him ye have no occasion to 
fear any evil. 

Verse 6. Crucify nim] Avrov, which is necessary 
to the text, and which is wanting in the common edi- 
tions, and is supplied by our version in Italics, is added 
here on the authority of almost every MS. and version 
of importance. As it is omitted in the common editions, 
it affords another proof, that they were not taken from 
the best MSS. 

Verse 7. We have a law] In Lev. xxiv. 14-16, we 
find that blasphemers of God were to be put to death ; 
and the chief priests having charged Jesus with blas- 
phemy, they therefore voted that he deserved to die. 
See Matt. xxvi. 65,66. They might refer also to the 
law against false prophets, Deut. xviii. 20. 

The Son of God.| It is certain that the Jews un- 
ierstood this in a very peculiar sense. When Christ 
ealled himself the Son of God, they understood it to 
imply positive equality to the Supreme Being ; and, if 


? 


they were wrong, our Lord never attempted to correct 
them. 

Verse 8. He was the more afraid] While Jesus 
was accused only as a disturber of the peace of the 
nation, which accusation Pilate knew to be false, he 
knew he could deliver him, because the judgment in 
that case belonged to himself; but when the Jews 
brought a charge against him of the most capital na- 
ture, from their own laws, he then saw that he had 
every thing to fear, if he did not deliver Jesus to their 
will. The Sanhedrin must not be offended—the po- 
pulace must not be irritated: from the former a com- 
plaint might be sent against him to Cesar; the latter 
might revolt, or proceed to some acts of violence, the 
end of which could not be foreseen. Pilate was cer- 
tainly to be pitied: he saw what was right, and he 
wished to do it; but he had not sufficient firmness of 
mind. He did not attend to that important maxim, 
Fiat justitia: ruat celum. Let justice be done, 
though the heavens should be dissolved. He had a 
vile people to govern, and it was not an easy matter 
to keep them quiet. Some suppose that Pilate’s fear 
arose from hearing that Jesus had said he was the Son 
of God; because Pilate, who was a polytheist, be- 
lieved that it was possible for the offspring of the gods 
to visit mortals; and he was afraid to condemn Jesus, 
for fear of offending some of the supreme deities. Per- 
haps the question in the succeeding verse refers to this. 

Verse 9. Whence art thou?] ‘This certainly does 
not mean, From what country art thou? for Pilate 
knew this well enough ; but it appears he made this 
inquiry to know who were the parents of Christ; what 
were his pretensions, and whether he really were a 
demigod, such as the heathens believed in. To this 
question we find our Lord gave no answer. He had 
already told him that his kingdom was not of this 
world; and that he came to erect a spiritual kingdom, 
not a temporal one: chap. xviii. 36, 37. This an- 
swer he deemed sufficient ; and he did not choose to 
satisfy a criminal curiosity, nor to enter then into any 
debate concerning the absurdity of the heathen worship. 

Verse 11. Hath the greater sin.] It is asin in thee 
to condemn me, while thou art conyinced in thy con- 
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Pilate delwers up Jesus 


A, M. 4033. power at all against me, except it 
An. Olymp. were given thee from above: there- 

ee fore he that delivered me unto thee 
hath the greater sin. 

12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to 
release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, 
h Tf thou let this man go, thou art not Czsar’s 
friend: ‘whosoever maketh himself a king, 
speaketh against Cesar. 

13 When Pilate therefore heard that say- 
ing, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down 
in the judgment seat in a place that is called 


bh Luke xxiii. 2.——# Acts xvii. 7.——* Matt. xxvii. 62.——!Gen. 


science that I am innocent: but the Jews who de- 
livered me to thee, and Judas who delivered me to 
the Jews, have the greater crime to answer for. ‘Thy 
ignorance in some measure excuses thee; but the rage 
and malice of the Jews put them at present out of the 
reach of mercy. 

Verse 12. Pilate sought to release him] Pilate made 
five several attempts to release our Lord ; as we may 
learn from Luke xxiii. 4, 15, 20, 22; John xix. 4, 
12, 13. 

Thou art not Cesar’s friend] Thou dost not act 
like a person who has the interest of the emperor at 
heart. Ambassadors, prefects, counsellors, &c., were 
generally termed the friends of the emperor. This 
insinuation determined Pilate to make no longer re- 
sistance: he was afraid of being accused, and he knew 
Tiberius was one of the most jealous and distrustful 
princes in the world. During his reign, accusations of 
conspiracies were much in fashion; they were founded 
on the silliest pretences, and punished with excessive 
rigour. See Calmet, Tacit. An. 1. i. c. 72, 73, 74. 
Sueton. in Tiber. c. 58. 

Verse 13. The Pavement] AvSoorpwroy, literally, a 
stone pavement: probably it was that place in the open 
court where the chair of justice was set, for the pre- 
fects of provinces always held their courts of justice 
in the open air, and which was paved with stones of 
various colours, like that of Ahasuerus, Esth. i. 6, of 
red, blue, white, and black marble; what we still term 
Mosaic work, or something in imitation of it; such as 
the Roman pavements frequently dug up in this and 
other countries, where the Romans have had military 
stations. 

Gabbatha.| That is, an elevated place; from 7123 
gabah, high, raised up; and it is very likely that the 
judgment seat was considerably elevated in the court, 
and that the governor went up to it by steps; and per- 
haps these very steps were what was called the Pave- 
ment. John does not say that Lithostroton, or the 
Pavement, is the meaning of the word Gabbatha; but 
that the place was called so in the Hebrew. The place 
was probably called Lithostroton, or the Pavement : 
the seat of judgment, Gadbatha, the raised or elevated 
place. 

In several MSS. and versions, the scribes not un- 
derstanding the Hebrew word, wrote it variously, 
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ST. JOHN. 


to be crucified. 


the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, 4,™, 4099. 
Gabbatha. 

14 And it was the preparation 
of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and 
he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 

15 But they cried out, Away with /um, 
away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto 
them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief 
priests answered, 'We have no king but Cesar. 

16 ™ Then delivered he him therefore unto 
them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, 
and led him away. 


xlix. 10——™ Matt. xxvii. 26, 31 ; Mark xv. 15; Luke xxiii. 24. 


Gabbatha, Gabatha, Kapphatha, Kappata, Gennetha, 
Gennaesa, and Gennesar. Lightfoot conjectures that 
the pavement here means the room Gazith in the tem- 
ple, in which the grand council, called the Sanhedrin, 
held their meetings. 

Verse 14. Jt was the preparation of the passover} 
That is, the time in which they were just preparing to 
kill the paschal lamb. Critics differ widely concern- 
ing the time of our Lord’s crucifixion; and this verse 
is variously understood. Some think it signifies merely 
the preparation of the Sabbath; and that it is called 
the preparation of the passover, because the prepara~ 
tion of the Sabbath happened that year on the eve of 
the passover. Others think that the preparation of the 
Sabbath is distinctly spoken of in ver. $1, and was 
different from what is here mentioned. Contending 
nations may be more easily reconeiled than contending 
critics. : 

The sixth hour] Mark says, chap. xv. 25, that it 
was the third hour. Tpurn, the third, is the reading 
of DL, four others, the Chron, Alex., Severus Antio- 
chen., Ammonus, with others mentioned by Theophy- 
lact. Nonnus, who wrote in the fifth century, reads 
tpitn, the third. As in ancient times all the numbers 
were written in the manuscripts, not at large but in 
numeral letters, it was easy for f three, to be mistaken 
for ¢ six. The Codex Bez@ has generally numeral 
letters instead of words. Bengel observes that he has 
found the letter [ gamma, TuRER, exceedingly like the 
> episemon, six, in some MSS. The major part of 
the best critics think that rpiry, the third, is the genuine 
reading. See the note on Mark xv. 25. 

Behold your king !] This was probably intended as 
an irony; and, by thus turning their pretended serious 
apprehensions into ridicule, he hoped still to release 
him. 

Verse 15. Away with him] Apov: probably this 
means, rll him. In Isa. lvii. 1, it is said, xa avdpec, 
dikacot atpovrat, and just men are taken away; that 
is, according to some, by a violent death. 

Verse 16. Then delwered he him] This was not till 
after he had washed his hands, Matt. xxvii. 24, to 
show, by that symbolical action, that he was innocent 
of the death of Christ. John omits this circumstance, 
together with the insults which Christ received from 
the soldiers. See Matt. xxvii. 26, &c.; Mark xv. 16, &e 
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Inscription on he cross. 


Se ae §| = And he, bearing his cross, 
An. Olymp. ° went forth into a place called the 


he A: place of a skull, which is called in 


the Hebrew Golgotha : 

18 Where they crucified him, and two other 
with him, on either side one, and Jesus in 
the midst, 

19 4 ? And Pilate wrote a title, and put zt 
on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS 
OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE 
JEWS, 

20 This title then read many of the Jews: 
for the place where Jesus was crucified was 


CHAP. XIX. 


The soldiers divide his raiment. 


nigh to the city: and it was written 4,M, 40°. 
in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. An. Olymp. 

21 Then said the chief priests of aoe ane, 
the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the 
Jews ; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. 

22 Pilate answered, What I have written, I 
have written. 

23 4 Then the soldiers, when they had 
crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made 
four parts, to every soldier a part; and also 
his coat: now the coat was without seam, * wo- 
ven from the top throughout. 

24 They said therefore among themselves, 


2 Matt. xxvii, 31, 33; Mark xv, 21, 22; Luke xxin. 26, 33. 
oNum, xv. 36; Heb, xiii, 12, 


P Matt. xxvil, 37; Mark xv. 26; Luke xxiii. 38. 
35; Mark xv. 24; Luke xxiii. 34. 


4 Matt. xxvii. 
* Or, wrought. 


Verse 17. Bearing his cross] He bore it all alone 
first ; when he could no longer carry the whole through 
4,eakness, occasioned by the ill usage he had received, 
Simon, a Cyrenian, helped him to carry it: see the 
note on Matt. xxvil. 32. 

Golgotha] See on Matt. xxvii. 33. 

Verse 18. Two other] Matthew and Mark in the 
parallel places calls them robbers or murderers ; they 
probably belonged to the gang of Barabbas. See about 
the figure of the cross, and the nature of crucifixion, 
on Matt. xxvu. 35. 

Verse 19. Pilate wrote a title] See on Matt. 
Xxvil. 37. 

Verse 20. Hebrew,—Greek,—Latin.] See on Luke 
xxiii. 38, 


On Matt. xxvii. 37, I have given this title in He- 
brew, Greek, and Latin, as mentioned by this evan- 
gelist. The reader, however, will not be displeased to 
find the same title repeated here in a character which 
was written in the fourth century, and is probably 
nearly resembling that used in the earliest ages of 
Christianity. The Greek and Latin character, which 
is inserted here, is an exact fac-simile of that in the 
Codex Beza, cut and cast at the expense of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, for Dr. Kipling’s edition of that 
most venerable MS. which contains the Greek text of 
the four evangelists and Acts; and the Latin text of 
the same, as it existed before the time of St. Jerome. 
Having examined the MS. myself, I can say that these 
types are a very faithful representation of the original. 


% In Hebrew, ‘Efpaice. 


STINT NDI NIN) pw" 


In Greek, ‘EAAnvict. 


WICOYC O NAZCWWPEOC O BACIAEYC ‘TWN 10YAAIWON' 


In Latin, ‘Popaice. 


1GhSuS VAZARENUS REx 1udAcoRuUM 


Verse 22. What I have written, I have written.) 
That is, I will not alter what I have written. The 
Roman laws forbad the sentence to be altered when 
once pronounced ; and as this inscription was consider- 
ed as the sentence pronounced against our Lord, there- 
fore, it could not be changed : but this form of speech 
is common in the Jewish writings, and means simply, 
what is done shall continue. Pilate seems to speak 
prophetically. This is the king of the Jews : they shall 
have no other Messiah for ever. 

Verse 23. T'o every soldier a part] So it appears 
there were four soldiers employed in nailing him to 
and rearing up the cross. 

The coat was without seam] Several have seriously 
doubted whether this can be literally understood, as 
they imagine that nothing with sleeves, &c. can be 
woven without a seam. But Baun, de Vest. Sacer. 
Hebd. 1. 1, c. 16, has proved, not only that such things 

1 


were done by the ancients, and are still done in the 
east, but himself got a loom made, on which these 
kinds of tunics, vents, sleeves, and all, were woven in 
one piece. See much on this subject in Calmet. The 
clothes of a Hindoo are always without a seam ; and the 
Brahmins would not wear clothes that were otherwise 
made. Besides, the Hindoos have no regular ¢avlors. 

Our Lord was now in the grand office of high 
priest, and was about to offer the expiatory victim for 
the sin of the world. And it is worthy of remark that 
the very dress he was in was similar to that of the 
Jewish high priest. The following is the description 
given of his dress by Josephus, Ant. b. ili. ¢. 7, s. 4: 
“Now this coat (yrwv) was not composed of two 
pieces, nor was it sewed together upon the shoulders 
and sides, but it was one long vestment, so woven as 
to have an opening for the neck; not an oblique one, 
but parted all along the back and breast : it was also 
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Jesus commends his mother 


A.M. 4053. Let us not rend it, but cast lots 


An. Olymp. for it, whose it shall be: that the 
ee scripture might be fulfilled, which 
saith, * They parted my raiment among them, 
and for my vesture they did cast lots. 
These things therefore the soldiers did. 

25  ' Now there stood by the cross of Jesus 
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of * Cleophas, ¥ and Mary Magdalene. 

26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 


§ Psa. xxii. 18.—+t Matt. xxvii. 55; Mark xv. 40; Luke xxiii. 
49. «Or, Clopas. Vv Iuke xxiv. 18. 


ST. JOHN. 


to the care of John. 


and » the disciple standing by, whom 4; M; 4033. 
he leved, he saith unto his mother, one. 
* Woman, behold thy son! ne a al 

27 ‘Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother! And from that hour that disciple took 
her ¥ unto his own home. 

28 4 After this, Jesus knowing that all 
things were now accomplished, 7 that the scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 

29 Now there was set a vessel full of vine- 


w Chap. xii. 23; xx. 2; xxi. 7,20, 24—-* Chap. ii. 4 —-y Ch. 
dae evi. 2) z Psa. Ixix. 2]. 


parted where the hands were to come out.” A little 
before, the same author says, that “the high priest had 
a long robe of a blue colour, which hung down to the 
feet, and was put over all the rest.” It is likely that 
this was the same with that upper garment which the 
soldiers divided among them, it being probably of a 
costly stuff. I may just add here, that I knew a woman 
who knié all kinds of clothes, even to the sleeves and 
button holes, without a seam; and have seen some of 
the garments which she made; that the thing is pos- 
sible I have the fullest proof. For an explanation of 
xTov and iwariov, which we translate cloak, and coat, 
see the note on Luke vi. 29. 

Verse 24. That the scripture might be fulfilled) 
These words are found in the common printed text, in 
Matt. xxvii. 35; but they are omitted by ABDEF 
GHKLMSU, Mt. BHV, 150 others; the principal 
versions, Chrysostom, Tit. Bost., Euthymius, Theo- 
phylact, Origen, Hilary, Augustin, Juven. See 
Griesbach’s second edition. But in the text of John 
they are not omitted by one MS., version, or ancient 
commentator. 

The words are taken from Psa. xxii. 18, where it 
appears they were spoken prophetically of this treat- 
ment which Jesus received, upwards of a thousand 
years before it took place ! 

But it should be remarked that this form of speech, 
which frequently occurs, often means no more than 
that the thing so fell out that such a portion of Scrip- 
ture may be exactly applied to it. 

Verse 25. Mary the wife of Cleophas] She is said, 
in Matt. xxvii. 56, (see the note there,) and Mark xv. 
40, to have been the mother of James the Less, and 
of Joses; and this James her son is said, in Matt. 
x. 3, to have been the son of Alpheus ; hence it 
seems that Alpheus and Cleopas were the same person. 
To which may be added, that Hegesippus is quoted 
by Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. 1. iii. c. 11, as saying that 
Cleopas was the brother of Joseph, the husband of 
the virgin. Theophylact says that Cleopas, (brother 
of Joseph, the husband of the virgin,) having died 
childless, his brother Joseph married his widow, by 
whom he had four sons, called by the evangelists the 
brothers of our Lord, and two daughters, the one 
named Salome, the other Mary, the daughter of 
Cleopas, because she was his daughter according to 
law, though she was the daughter of J oseph according 
to nature. There are several conjectures equally well 
founded with this last to be met with in the ancient 
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commentators ; but, in many cases, it is very difficult 
to distinguish the different Marys mentioned by the 
evangelists. : 

Verse 26. The disciple—whom he loved] John, the 
writer of this Gospel. 

Woman, behold thy son!] This is a remarkable ex- 
pression, and has been much misunderstood. It con- 
veys no idea of disrespect, nor of unconcern, as has 
been commonly supposed. In* the way of compel- 
lation, man! and woman! were titles of as much 
respect among the Hebrews as sir! and madam! are 
among us. But why does not Jesus call her mother 2 
Probably because he wished to spare her feelings ; he 
would not mention a name, the very sound of which 
must have wrung her heart with additional sorrow. 
On this account he says, Behold thy son! this was 
the language of pure natural affection: ‘“ Consider 
this crucified man no longer at present as any relative 
of thine ; but take that disciple whom my power shall 
preserve from evil for thy son; and, while he consi- 
ders thee as his mother, account him fo thy child.” 
It is probable that it was because the keeping of the 
blessed virgin was entrusted to him that he was the 
only disciple of our Lord who died a natural death, 
God having preserved him for the sake of the person 
whom he gave him in charge. Many children are 
not only preserved alive, but abundantly prospered in 
temporal things, for the sake of the desolate parents 
whom God hast cast upon their care. It is very likely 
that Joseph was dead previously to this; and that this 
was the reason why the desolate virgin is committed 
to the care of the beloved disciple. 

Verse 28. J thirst.] The scripture that referred to 
his drinking the vinegar is Psa. Ixix. 21. The fa- 
tigue which he had undergone, the grief he had felt, 
the heat of the day, and the loss of blood, were the 
natural causes of this thirst. This he would have 
borne without complaint ; but he wished to give them 
the fullest proof of his being the Messiah, by dis- 
tinctly marking how every thing relative to the Mes- 
siah, which had been written in the prophets, had its 
complete fulfilment in him. 

Verse 29. A vessel full of vinegar] This was pro- 
bably that ¢art small wine which we are assured was 
the common drink of the Roman soldiers. Our word 
vinegar comes from the French vin aigre, sour or tart 
wine ; and, although it is probable that it was brought 
at this time for the use of the four Roman soldiers 
who were employed in the crucifixion of our Lord, 

I 


Jesus gives up the ghost. 


A.M) ‘Soe gar: and * they filled a sponge with 


Apes Piven. vinegar, and put zt upon hyssop, and 
put zé to his mouth. 

30 When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said, » It is finished: and he bowed 
his head, and gave up the ghost. . 

31 4 The Jews therefore © because it was the 
preparation, ¢ that the bodies should not remain 
upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (° for that 
Sabbath day was a high day,) besought Pilate 


CHAP. XIX. 


A soldier pierces his side. 


roe ai A. M. 4033. 
that their legs might be broken, and ee 


that they might be taken away. Ta 
32 Then came the soldiers, and ———— 


brake the legs of the first, and of the other 
which was crucified with him. 
33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that 
he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 
34 But one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced his side, and forthwith f came there out 
blood and water. 


a Matt. xxvn. 48. 


© Chap. xvii. 4. 
d Deut. xxi. 23. 


© Ver. 42; Mark xv. 42. 


yet it is as probable that it might have been furnished 
for the use of the persons crucified; who, in that 
lingering kind of death, must necessarily be grievously 
tormented with thirst. This vinegar must not be 
confounded with the vinegar and gall mentioned Matt. 
xxvii. 34, and Mark xv. 23. That, being a stupifying 
potion, intended to alleviate his pain, he refused to drink ; 
but of this he took a little, and then expired, ver. 30. 

And put it upon hyssop| Or, according to others, 
putting hyssop about it. A great variety of conjec- 
tures have been produced to solve the difficulty in this 
text, which is occasioned by supposing that the sponge 
was put on a stalk of hyssop, and that this is the reed 
mentioned by Matthew and Mark. It is possible 
that the hyssop might grow to such a size in Judea 
as that a stalk of it might answer the end of a reed or 
cane in the case mentioned here; but still it appears 
to me more natural to suppose that the reed was a 
distinct thing, and that the hyssop was used only to 
bind the sponge fast to the reed; unless we may 
suppose it was added for some mystical purpose, as 
we find it frequently used in the Old Testament in 
rites of purification. The various conjectures on this 
point may be seen in Bowyer’s Conject. and in Calmet. 

Verse 30. It is finished] As if he had said: “TI 
have executed the great designs of the Almighty—I 
have satisfied the demands of his justice—I have ac- 
complished all that was written in the prophets, and 
suffered the utmost malice of my enemies; and now 
the way to the holy of holies is made manifest 
through my blood.” An awful, yet a glorious finish. 
Through this tragical death God is reconciled to 
man, and the kingdom of heaven opened to every 
believing soul. 


‘“ Shout heaven and earth, this sum of good to man!” 


See the note on Matt. xxvii. 50. 

The prodigies which happened at our Lord’s death, 
and which are mentioned by the other three evange- 
lists, are omitted by John, because he found the 
others had sufficiently stated them, and it appears he 
had nothing new to add. 

Verse 31. It was the preparation] Every Sabbath 
had a preparation which began at the ninth hour 
(that is, three o’clock) the preceding evening. Jose- 
phus, Ant. b, xvi. ¢. 6, s. 2, recites an edict of the 
Emperor Augustus in favour of the Jews, which orders, 
“that no one shall be obliged to give bail or surety 
on the Sabbath day, nor on the preparation before it, 


e Lev. xxiii. 11, 15; Num. xxviii. 17, 18; Isa.i. 13, 15—— Zech. 
xu. 10; xiii. 1, 6, 7; 1 John v. 6, 8. 


after the ninth hour.” The time fixed here was un- 
doubtedly in conformity to the Jewish custom, as 
they began their preparation at three o’clock on the 
Friday evening. 

That the bodies should not remain] For the law, 
Deut. xxi. 22, 23, ordered that the bodies of criminals 
should not hang all night; and they did not wish to 
have the Sabbath profaned by either taking them 
down on that day, or letting them hang to disturb 
the joy of that holy time. Probably their consciences 
began to sting them for what they had done, and 
they wished to remove the victim of their malice out 
of their sight. 

For that Sabbath day was a high day] 1. Because 
it was the Sabbath. 2. Because it was the day on 
which all the people presented themselves in the tem- 
ple according to the command, Exod. xxiii. 17. 3. 
Because that was the day on which the sheaf of the 
first fruits was offered, according to the command, 
Ley. xxiii. 10, 11. So that upon this day there hap- 
pened to be three solemnities in one.—Lightfoot. It 
might be properly called a high day, because the 
passover fell on that Sabbath.- 

Their legs might be broken] Lactantius says, |. iv. 
c. 26, that it was a common custom to break the legs 
or other bones of criminals upon the cross; and this 
appears to have been a kind of coup de grace, the 
sooner to put them out of pain. 

Verse 34. With a spear pierced his side] The sol- 
dier who pierced our Lord’s side has been called by 
the Roman Catholic writers Longinus, which seems 
to be a corruption of Aoyyn, lonche, a spear or dart, 
the word in the text. They moreover tell us that 
this man was converted—that it was he who said, 
Truly this was the Son of God—that he travelled into 
Cappadocia, and there preached the Gospel of Christ, 
and received the crown of martyrdom. But this de- 
serves the same credit as the other legends of the 
Popish Church. 

Whether it was the right or the left side of Christ 
that was pierced has been a matter of serious discus- 
sion among divines and physicians; and on this sub- 
ject they are not yet agreed. That it is of no im- 
portance we are sure, because the Holy Ghost has not 
revealed it. Luke Cranache, a famous painter, whose 
piece of the crucifixion is at Augsburg, has put no 
wound on either side : when he was asked the reason 
of this—TJ will do it, said he, when I am informed 
WHICH side was pierced. 
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Jiseph begs the body of Christ, 


fell 9050, 35 And he that saw zt bare re- 


An. Olymp. cord, and his record is true: and 
ee he knoweth that he saith true, that 
ye might believe. 

36 For these things were done, & that the 
scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him 
shall not be broken. 

37 And again another scripture saith, » They 
shall look on him whom they pierced. 

38 4 ‘And after this, Joseph of Arimathea, 
being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly * for 
fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might 
take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave 
him leave. He came therefore, and took the 
body of Jesus. 


§ Exod. xii. 46; Num. ix. 12; Psa. xxxiv. 20——» Psa. xxii. 
16, 17; Zech. xii. 10; Rev. i. 7.——i Matt. xxvii. 57; Mark xv. 


ST. JOHN. 


and Nicodemus embalmns tt 


39 And there came also 1 Nico- 4,M. 4033. 
demus, which at the first came pana 
to Jesus by night, and brought a ke 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred 
pound weight. 

40 Then took they the body of Jestis, and 
™ wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as 
the manner of the Jews is to bury. 

41 Now in the place where he was crucified 
there was a garden; and in the garden a 
new sepulchre, wherein was never man 
yet laid. 

42 » There laid they Jesus therefore, ° be- 
cause of the Jews’ preparation day ; for the 
sepulchre was nigh at hand. 


1 Chap. iii. 1, 
© Ver. 31. 


42; Luke xxiii. 50.— Chap. ix. 22; xii. 42. 
2; vii. 50.—™ Acts v. 6. oJsa. li. 9. 


Blood and water.] It may be naturally supposed 
that the spear went through the pericardium and 
pierced the heart; that the water proceeded from 
the former, and the blood from the latter. Ambrose, 
Augustin, and Chrysostom, make the blood an emblem 
of the eucharist, and the water an emblem of baptism. 
Others represent them as the emblems of the old and 
new covenants. Protestants have thought them the 
emblems of justification, which is through the blood 
of the Lamb, and sanctification, which is through 
the washing of regeneration ; and it is in reference to 
the first notion that they mingle the wine with water 
in the sacrament of the Lord’s supper. The piercing 
appears to have taken place because his legs were not 
broken ; and, as the law in this case stated that the 
criminals were to continue on the cross till they died, 
the side of our Lord was pierced to secure the accom- 
plishment of the law; and the issuing of the blood and 
water appears to be only a natural effect of the above 
cause, and probably nothing mystical or spiritual was 
intended by it. However, it affords the fullest proof 
that Jesus died for our sins. Dr. Lightfoot thinks 
that there is a reference here to the rock in the wil- 
derness which Moses smote twice, and which, accord- 
ing to the Jews, Shemoth Rabba, fol. 122, “ poured 
out blood at the first stroke, and water at the second.” 
Now St. Paul says, 1 Cor. x. 4, That rock was 
Christ; and here the evangelist says, the soldier 
pierced his side, and there came out blood and water. 
St. John therefore, in what he asserts in the 35th and 
36th verses, wishes to call the attention of the Jews 
to this point, in order to show them that this Jesus 
was the true Messiah, who was typified by the rock in 
the wilderness. He knoweth that he saith true, that 
ye might believe. 

Verse 35. He that saw it] Most probably John 
himself, who must have been pretty near the cross to 
have been able to distinguish between the blood and 
the water, as they issued from the side of our blessed 
Jord. 

And he knoweth] This appears to be an appeal to 
the Lord Jesus, for the truth of the testimony which 
he had now delivered. But why such a solemn appeal, 
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unless there was something miraculous in this matter ? 
It might appear to him necessary: 1. Because the 
other evangelists had not noticed it. 2. Because it 
contained the most decisive proof of the death of Christ : 
as a wound such as this was could not have been inflicted, 
(though other causes had been wanting,) without occa- 
sioning the death of the person; and on his dying for 
men depended the salvation of the world. And, 3. 
Because two important prophecies were fulfilled by 
this very circumstance, both of which designated more 
particularly the person of the Messiah. A bone of 
him shall not be broken, Exod. xii. 46; Num. ix. I2; 
Psa. xxxiv. 20. They shall look upon him whom they 
pierced, Zech. xii..10; Psa. xxii. 16. 

Verse 38. Joseph of Arimathea] See on Matt. 
xxvil. 57-60; and particularly Mark xv. 42, 43. 

Verse 39. Nicodemus] See on chap. iii. 1, &c. 

Myrrh and aloes! Which drugs were used to pre- 
serve bodies from putrefaction. Calmet says that the 
aloes mentioned here is a liquor which runs from an 
aromatic tree, and is widely different from that called 
aloes among us. 

Some have objected that a hundred pounds’ weight 
of myrrh and aloes was enough to embalm two hundred 
dead bodies; and instead of éxatov, a hundred, some 
critics have proposed to read éxatepor—a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, of about a pound nach. See Bow- 
yer’s Conjectures. But it may be observed that great 
quantities of spices were used for embalming dead 
bodies, when they intended to show peculiar marks of 
respect to the deceased. A great quantity was used 
at the funeral of Aristobulus ; and it is said that five 
hundred servants bearing aromatics attended the fune- 
ral of Herod: see Josephus, Ant. b. xv. c. 3, s. 4; 
and b. xvii. c. 8,s. 3: and fourscore pounds of spices 
were used at the funeral of R. Gamaliel the elder. 
See Weistein in loc. 

Verse 40. Wound it in linen] See on chap. xi. 34. 

Verse 41. There was'a garden] It was an ancient 
custom for particular families to have burying places 
in their gardens. See 2 Kings xxi. 18, 26. 

New sepulchre| See on Matt. xxvii. 60. 

Verse 42. Because of the Jews’ preparation] From 

l 


Mary comes to the sepulchre, 


this it may be conjectured that they had designed to 
have put him in a more magnificent tomb; or, that 
they intended to make one expressly for himself after 
the passover: or, that they had designed to have put 
him somewhere else, but could not do it for want of 
time; and that they put him here because the tomb 
was nigh. It appears plainly, from embalming, &c., 
that none of these persons had any hope of the resur- 
rection of Christ. They considered him as a great 
and eminent prophet, and treated him as such. 


1. In the burial of our Lord, a remarkable prophecy 
was fulfilled: His death was appointed with the wicked ; 
and with a rich man was his tomb. See Lowth on 
Isa. iii. 9. Every thing attending his mock trial, his 
passion, his death, his burial, &c., afforded the fullest 
proof of his innocence. In still continuing to reject 
him, the Jews seem to have exceeded the ordinary 
bounds of incredulity and callousness of heart. One 
might imagine that a candid attention to the Gospel 
facts, collated with those passages in the law and in 
the prophets which they acknowledge to speak of the 
Messiah, would be sufficient to furnish them with the 
utmost evidence and fullest conviction that he is the 
Christ, and that they are to expect none other. But 
where people once make a covenant with unbelief, 
argument, reason, demonstration, and miracles them- 
selves, fail to convince them. As their conviction, 
through this obstinacy, is rendered impossible, it be- 
longs to God’s justice to confound them. At present 
they have scarcely any correct knowledge of the true 
God ; and, while they continue to reject the genuine 
faith, they are capable of crediting the most degrading 
absurdities. 

2. The holy sepulchre, or what has long passed 
for the burial place of our Lord, is now no more! On 
the following information the reader may depend: 
“ On the night of Ocober 11, 1808, the Church of the 


CHAP. XX. 


and finds the stone taken away. 


Holy Sepulchre was discovered to be on fire ; and be- 
tween five and six in the morning the burning cupola, 
with all the melting and boiling lead upon it, fell in. 
The excessive heat which proceeded from this immense 
mass of liquid fire, caused not only the marble columns, 
which supported the gallery, to burst ; but likewise the 
marble floor of the Church, together with the pilasters 
and images in bas relief that decorate the chapel, con- 
taining the holy sepulchre, situated in the centre of 
the church. Shortly after, the massive columns which 
supported the gallery, fell down, together with the 
whole of the walls.” Thus has perished the famous 
church raised by the Empress Helena fourteen hun- 
dred years ago, over the place where the body of our 
blessed Lord was supposed to have been deposited, 
while he lay under the power of death. And thus 
has perished an engine of superstition, fraud, and im- 
posture. To the most sinful purposes has this holy 
sepulchre been abused. The Greeks and Armenians 
have pretended that, on every Easter-eve, fire descends 
from heaven, and kindles all the lamps and candles in 
the place; and immense crowds of pilgrims frequent 
this place, on these occasions, in order to witness this 
ceremony, to light a taper at this sacred flame, and 
with these candles to singe and daub pieces of linen, 
which are afterwards to serve for winding sheets; for, 
says Mr. Maundrell, who was present, April 3rd, 1697, 
and witnessed the whole of this absurd and abominable 


‘ceremony, “it is the opinion of these poor people that, 


if they can but have the happiness to be buried in a 
shroud smutted with this celestial fire, it will certainly 
secure them from the flames of hell.” 

See the whole of his circumstantial account of this 
imposture, and the ridiculous and abominable cere- 
monies with which it is accompanied, in his Journey from 
Aleppo to Jerusalem, edit. 5th, pp. 94-97; and let the 
reader thank God that he is not degraded with a super- 
stition that renders the grace of the Gospel of none effect. 


CHAPTER XxX. 


Mary Magdalene, coming early to the sepulchre, finds it empty, and runs and tells Peter, 1, 2. 
John run to the tomb, and find all as Mary had reported, 3-10. 


tomb, 11-13. 


Jesus himself appears to her, and sends her with a message to the disciples, 14-18. 


Peter and 
Mary sees a vision of angels in the 
He 


appears to the disciples, gives the fullest proof of the reality of his resurrection, and communicates to 


them a measure of the Holy Spirit, 19-23. 


The determined incredulity of Thomas, 24, 25. 


Eight 


days after, Jesus appears again to the disciples, Thomas being present, to whom he gives the proofs he 


had destred, 26, 27. 
his case, 29. 
ed, 31. 


A. M. 4033. HE * first day of the week com- 
ee st eth Mary Magdalene early, when 


An. Olymp. 
CH) it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, 


Thomas 1s convinced, and makes a noble confession, 28. 
Various signs done by Christ, not circumstantially related, 30. 


Our Lord’s reflections on 
Why others are record- 


A. M. 4033. 
and seeth the stone taken away from “,™, 403 
the sepulchre. 

2 Then she runneth, and cometh 


An. Olymp. 
CCIL.1. 


a Matt. xxviii. 1; Mark 


xvi. 1; Luke xxiv. 1. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XX. 

All that John relates concerning the resurrection of 
our Lord he has collected partly from the account given 
by Mary Magdalene, and partly from his own observa- 
tions. From Mary he derived the information given, 
ver. 1, 2, and from ver. 11-18. From his own actual 
knowledge, what he relates, ver. 3-10, 19-29, and 

1 


the whole of chap. xxi. It is supposed that he details 
the account given by Mary, without altering any cir- 
cumstance, and without either addition or retrenchment. 
See Rosenmiiller. 

Verse 1. The first day of the week] On what we 
eall Sunday morning, the morning after the Jewish 
Sabbath. As Christ had been buried in haste, these 
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Mary sees a vision of 


A. M. 4033. 

A. D. 29. 

An. Olymp. disciple whom Jesus loved, and 
CU. 1: 


he saith unto them, They have taken 
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we 
know not where they have laid him. 

3 ¢ Peter therefore went forth, and that other 
disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 

4 So they ran both together: and the other 
disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the 
sepulchre. ; 

5 And he stooping down, and looking in, 
saw “the linen clothes lying; yet went he notin. 

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, 
and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen 
clothes lie, 

7 And ° the napkin, that was about his head, 


ST. JOHN. 


to Simon Peter, and to the » other! not lying with the linen clothes, 


angels at the sepulchre. 


A. M. 4033. 
but D. 29. 


wrapped together in a place by itself. An. Lume. 

8 Then went im also that other 
disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and 
he saw, and believed. 

9 For as yet they knew not the ‘ scripture, 
that he must rise again from the dead. 

10 Then the disciples went away again unto 
their own home. 

11 | ¢ But Mary stood without at the sepul- 
chre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped 
down, and looked into the sepulchre, 

12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the 
one at the head, and the other ai the feet, where 
the body of Jesus had lain. 

13 And they say unto her, Woman, why 


¢ Luke xxiv. 12, 


> Chap. xiii. 23; xix. 26; xxi. 7, 20, 24. 
4 Chap. xix. 40. 


e Chap. xi. 44——f Psa. xvi. 10; Acts ii. 25-31; xiii. 34, 35. 
& Mark xvi. 5. 


holy women had bought aromatics, Mark xvi. 1; Luke 
xxiv. 1, to embalm him afresh, and in a more complete 
manner than it could have been done by Joseph and 
Nicodemus. John only mentions Mary of Magdala, 
because he appears to wish to give a more detailed 
history of her conduct than of any of the rest; but the 
other evangelists speak of three persons who went toge- 
ther to the tomb, viz. Mary of Magdala, Mary the mo- 
ther of James, and Salome: Matt. xxviii. 1; Mark xvi.1. 

Verse 2. Then she runneth] This was after the 
women had seen the angels, who said he was risen 
from the dead, Luke xxiv. 4. She told, not only 
Peter and John, but the other apostles also, Matt. 
xxv. 8; but only the two disciples above mentioned 
went to the tomb to see whether what she had said 
Was true. 

They have taken away the Lord) She mentions 
nothing of what the angels had said, in her hurry and 
confusion ; she speaks things only by halves ; and pro- 
bably the vision of angels might have appeared to her 
only as an illusion of her own fancy, and not to be any 
farther regarded. 

Verse 4. Outrun Peter] Not because he had a 
greater desire to see into the truth of these things ; but 
because he was younger, and lighter of foot. 

Verse 5. Went he not in.) Why? Because he 
was fully satisfied that the body was not there. But 
why did he not seize upon the linen clothes, and keep 
them asa most precious relic? Because he had too 
much religion and too much sense; and the time of 
superstition and nonsense was not yet arrived, in which 
bits of rotten wood, rags of rotten cloth, decayed bones 
(to whom originally belonging no one knows) and 
bramble bushes, should become objects of religious 
adoration. 

Verse 6, Seeth the linen clothes lie] @ewper: from 
Feaowat, to behold, and épaw, to see—to look steadily 
at any thing, so as to discover what it is, and to be 
satisfied with viewing it. 

Verse 7. Wrapped together ina place by itself. | 
The providence of God ordered these very little mat- 
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ters, so that they became the fullest proofs against 
the lie of the chief priests, that the body had been 
stolen away by the disciples. If the body had been 
stolen away, those who took it would not have stopped 
to strip the clothes from it, and to wrap them up, and 
lay them by in separate places. 

Verse 8. That other disciple] John. 

Saw] That the body was not there. 

And believed.| That it had been taken away, as 
Mary had said; but he did not believe that he was 
risen from the dead. See what follows. 

Verse 9. They knew not the scripture] Viz. Psa. 
xvi. 9,10: Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell— 
Siw war ayn wD ki lo tdazob naphshi ’sheol— 
For thou wilt not abandon my life to the grave, nor 
suffer thy Hely One to see corruption. It was cer- 
tainly a reproach to the disciples that they had not un- 
derstood this prophecy, when our Lord had given them 
often the most direct information concerning it. Christ 
had referred to the history of Jonah, Matt xii. 40, 
which was at once the type and the proof of his own 
resurrection. However, this ingenuous confession of 
John, in a matter so dishonourable to himself, is a full 
proof of his sincerity, and of the truth of his narration. 

Verse 10. Unto their own home.] Hither to their 
own houses, if they still had any; or to those of their 
friends, or to those where they had a hired lodging, 
and where they met together for religious purposes. 
See ver. 19. 2 

Verse 11. But Mary stood without] She remain- 
ed some time after Peter and John had returned to 
their own homes. 

Verse 12. Seeth two angels] See on ver. 6. She 
knew these to be angels by their white and glistering 
robes. Matthew and Mark mention but one angel— 
probably that one only that spoke, ver. 13. 

One at the head, and the other at the feet] So were 
the cherubim placed at each end of the merey-seat : 
Exod. xxv. 18,19. Lightfoot. 

Verse 13. They have taken away my Lord] It 
was conjectured, on chap. xix. 42, that the body of 

1 


Tesus appears to Mary, who 


A.M. 4033. weepest thou? She saith unto them, 
An, Olymp. Because they have taken away my 
——— Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him. 

14 » And when she had thus said, she turned 
herself back. and saw Jesus standing, and 
‘ knew not that it was Jesus. 

15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weep- 
est thou ? whom seckest thou ? She, supposing 
him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if 
thou have borne him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 

16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned 
herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which 
is to say, Master. 


h Matt. xxviii. 9; Mark xvi. 9. 
ext 


4 iLuke xxiv. 16, 31; chap. 
k Psa, xxii, 22; Matt. xxviii.10; Rom. viii.29; Heb. 


CHAP. XX. 


announces the resurrection. 


17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch ai 
me not; for I am not yet ascended An. Olymp. 
to my Father: but go to * my bre- 
thren, and say unto them, !I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to ™my God, 
and your God. 

18 "Mary Magdalene came and told the dis- 
ciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he 
had spoken these things unto her. 

19 4 ° Then the same day at evening, being 
the first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in 
the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. 


sheet BE 1Chap. xvi. 28. 
Luke xxiv. 10. 


m Eph. 1. 17 n Matt. xxviii. 10; 
© Mark xvi. 14; Luke xxiv. 36; 1 Cor: xv. 5, 


our Lord was only put here for the time being, that, 
after the Sabbath, they might carry it to a more pro- 
per place. Mary seems to refer to this: They have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have 
iaid him. This removal she probably attributed to 
some of our Lord’s disciples, or to some of his friends. 

Verse 14. She turned herself back] Or, eotpadn 
eg Ta omtow, she was turned back, i. e. to go again 
with the other women to Jerusalem, who had already 
departed ; but she had not as yet gone so far as to be 
out of the garden. 

Knew not that it was Jesus] John has here omitted 
what the angels said to the women, about Christ’s be- 
ing risen ; probably because it was so particularly re- 
lated by the other evangelists: Matt. xxviii. 5—7; 
Mark xvi. 6,7; Luke xxiv. 5,6, 7. Mary was so 
absorbed in grief that she paid but little attention to 
the person of our Lord, and therefore did not at first 
discern it to be him; nor could she imagine such an 
appearance possible, as she had no conception of his 
resurrection from the dead. She was therefore every 
way unprepared to recognize the person of our Lord. 

Verse 15. Supposing him to be the gardener] Kn- 
rovpoc, the inspector or overseer of the garden, from 
kntoc, a garden, and ovpoc, an inspector—the person 
who had the charge of the workmen, and the care of 
the produce of the garden ; and who rendered account 
to the owner. 

And I will take him away| How true is the pro- 
verb, Love feels no load! Jesus was in the prime of 
life when he was.crucified, and had a hundred pounds 
weight of spices added to his body; and yet Mary 
thinks of nothing less than carrying him away with her, 
if she can but find where he is laid! 

Verse 16. Mary.] This word was no doubt spoken 
with uncommon emphasis; and the usual sound of 
Christ’s voice accompanied it, so as immediately to 
prove that it must be Jesus. What transports of joy 
must have filled this woman’s heart! Let it be re- 
marked that Mary Magdalene sought Jesus more fer- 
vently, and continued more affectionately attached to 


him than any of the rest; therefore to her first Jesus | 


Vou. I. ( 42° ) 


is pleased to show himself, and she is made the first 
herald of the Gospel of a risen Saviour. 

After Mary’s exclamation of Rabboni, and its inter- 
pretation by the evangelist, one MS., the later Syrzac 
Syriac Meros., and three copies of the Itala, add xat 
Tpocedpapev dapacdat avtov, And she ran to embrace; 
or cling to him. Then our Lord’s words come in with 
the reason for them. 

Verse 17. Touch me not] Mn pov antov, Cling 
not to me. ‘Amtowat has this sense in Job xxxi. 7, 
where the Septuagint use it for the Hebrew p27 dabak, 
which signifies to cleave, cling, stick, or be glued to 
From Matt. xxviii. 9, it appears that some of the wo- 
men held him by the feet and worshipped him. 'This 
probably Mary did; and our Lord seems to have spo- 
ken to her to this effect : “‘ Spend no longer time with 
me now: I am not going immediately to heaven— 
you will have several opportunities of seeing me again: 
but go and tell my disciples, that I am, by and by, to 
ascend to my Father and God, who is your Father 
and God also. Therefore, let them take courage.” 

Verse 18. Told the disciples—that he had spoken 
these things] St. Mark says, chap. xvi. 11, that the 
afflicted apostles could not believe what she had said. 
They seem to have considered it as an effect of her 
troubled imagination. 

Verse 19. The doors were shut—for fear of the 
Jews| We do not find that the Jews designed to mo- 
lest the disciples: that word of authority which Christ 
spoke, chap. xvill. 8, Let these go away—had pre- 
vented the Jews from offering them any injury ; but, 
as they had proceeded so far as to put Christ to death, 
the faith of the disciples not being very strong, they 


| were led to think that they should be the next victims 


if found. Some think, therefore, that they had the 
doors not only shut, but barricadoed : nevertheless Je- 
sus came in, the doors being shut, i. e. while they con- 
tinued shut. But how? By his almighty power: and 
farther we know not. Yet it is quite possible that no 
miraculous influence is here intended. The doors 
might be shut for fear of the Jews; and Jesus might 
open them, and enter in the ordinary way. Where 
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Jesus appears to the disciples and 


A.M. 4033. 20 And when he had so said, he 
An, Olymp. showed unto them fis hands and 
Ih 


——___—— his side. » Then were the disciples 
glad, when they saw the Lord. 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be 
unto you: ¢as my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you. 

22 And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost : 

23 * Whose soever sins ye remit, they are 


P Chap. xvi. 22.——4 Matt. xxviii. 18; chap. xvii. 18, 19; Heb. 
Hivel 392) Lim, 11.2) 


there is no need for a miracle, a miracle is never 
wrought. See on ver. 30. 

The evangelist has omitted the appearing of our 
Lord to the other women who came from the tomb, 
Matt. xxvili. 9, and that to the two disciples who 
were going to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 13, &c., which all 
happened in the course of this same day. 

Peace be unto you.| His usual salutation and bene- 
diction. May every blessing of heayen and earth 
which you need be granted unto you! 

Verse 20. He showed unto them his hands and his 
side.| So it appears that his body bore the marks of 
the nails and the spear ; and these marks were pre- 
served that the disciples might be the more fully con- 
vinced of the reality of his resurrection. 

Verse 21. Even so send I you.) As I was sent to 
proclaim the truth of the Most High, and to convert 
sinners to God, I send you for the very same purpose, 
clothed with the very same authority, and influenced 
by the very same Spirit. 

Verse 22. He breathed on them] Intimating, by 
this, that they were to be made mew men, in order to 
be properly qualified for the work to which he had 
called them; for in this breathing he evidently 
alluded to the first creation of man, when God 
breathed into him the breath of lives, and he became 
a living soul: the breath or Spirit of God (ands ny 
ruach Elohim) being the grand principle and cause 
of his spiritual and Divine life. 

Receive ye the Holy Ghost] From this act of our 
Lord, the influences of the Holy Spirit on the souls 
of men have been termed his inspiration ; from in, 
into, and spiro, I breathe. Every word of Christ 
which is received in the heart by faith comes accom- 
panied by this Divine breathing ; and, without this, 
there is neither light nor life. Just as Adam was before 
God breathed the quickening spirit into him, so is 
every human soul till it receives this inspiration. 
Nothing is seen, known, discerned, or felt of God, but 
through this. To every private Christian this is essen- 
tially requisite; and no man ever did or ever can 
preach the Gospel of God, so as to convince and con- 
vert sinners, without it. “There are many (says 
pious Quesnel) who extol the dignity of the apostolic 
mission, and compare that of bishops and pastors with 
that of Christ; but with what shame and fear ought 
they to be filled, if they do but compare the life and 
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ST. JOHN. 


communicates the Holy Spirit 


remitted unto them ; and whose so- 4,M. 4088. 
ever sins ye retain, they are retained. se 
24 9 But Thomas, one of the a 
twelve, ‘called Didymus, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 

25 The other disciples therefore said unto 
him, We have seen the Lord. But he said 
unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the 
print of the nails, and’put my finger into the 
print of the nails, * and thrust my hand into his 
side, I will not believe. 


v Matt. xvi. 19; xviii. 18——* Chap. xi. 16.—+t Psa. xxviii. 41; 
chap. x1x. 34. 


deportment of Christ with the lives and conversation 
of those who glory in being made partakers of his 
mission. They may depend on it that, if sent at all, 
they are only sent on the same conditions, and for 
the same end, namely—to preach the truth, and to 
establish the kingdom of God, by opposing the cor- 
ruption of the world; and by acting and suffering 
to the end, for the advancement of the glory of God. 
That person is no other than a monster in the Church 
who, by his sacred office, should be a dispenser of 
the Spirit, and who, by the corruption of his own 
heart, and by a disorderly, worldly, voluptuous, and 
scandalous life, is, at the same time, a member and 
instrument of the devil.” 

Verse 23. Whose soever sins ye remit] See the note 
on Matt. xvi. 19, and xviii. 18. It is certain God 
alone can forgive sins ; and it would not only be blas- 
phemous, but grossly absurd, to say that any creature 
could remit the guilt of a transgression which had 
been committed against the Creator. The apostles 
received from the Lord the doctrine of reconciliation, 
and the doctrine of condemnation. They who be- 
lieved on the Son of God, in consequence of their 
preaching, had their sins remitted; and they who 
would not believe were declared to lie under con- 
demnation. The reader is desired to consult the 
note referred to above, where the custom to which 
our Lord alludes is particularly considered. Dr. 
Lightfoot supposes that the power of life and death, 
and the power of delivering over to Satan, which was 
granted to the apostles, is here referred to. This was 
a power which the primitive apostles exclusively 
possessed. 

Verse 24. Thomas—called Didymus] See this 
name explained, chap. xi. 16. 

Was not with them] And, by absenting himself 
from the company of the disciples, he lost this pre- 
cious opportunity of seeing and hearing Christ; and 
of receiving (at this time) the inestimable blessing of 
the Holy Ghost. Where two or three are assembled 
in the name of Christ, he is in the midst of them. 
Christ had said this before : Thomas should have re- 
membered it, and not have forsaken the company of 
the disciples. _ What is the consequence !—His 
unbelief becomes, Ist. Utterly unreasonadle. Ten of 
his brethren witnessed that they had seen Christ, 
ver. 25 ; but he rejected their testimony. 2dly. His 

( 42* ) 


Thomas receives full proof 
A.M. 4033. 26 §[ And after eight days again 
fa yep. his disciples were within, and 'Tho- 
CII 

———— mas with them: then came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 
and said, Peace be unto you. 

27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and * reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust zt into my side : 


uLuke xxiv. 39; 1 John i. 1. 


unbelief became odstinate: he was determined not 
to believe on any evidence that it might please God 
to give him: he would believe according to his own 
prejudices, or not at all. 3dly. His unbelief became 
presumptuous and insolent: a view of the person of 
Christ will not suffice: he will not believe that it is 
he, unless he can put his finger into the holes made by 
the nails in his Lord’s hand, and thrust his hand into 
the wound made by the spear in his side. 

Thomas had lost much good, and gained much evil, 
and yet was insensible of his state. Behold the con- 
sequences of forsaking the assemblies of God’s peo- 
ple! Jesus comes to the meeting—a disciple is found 
out of his place, who might have been there ; and he 
is not only not blessed, but his heart becomes hardened 
and darkened through the deceitfulness of sin.’ It was 
through God’s mere mercy that ever Thomas had an- 
other opportunity of being convinced of his error. 
Reader! take warning. 

Verse 26. After eight days] It seems likely that 
this was precisely on that day se’nnight, on which 
Christ had appeared to them before ; a from this 
we may learn that this was the weekly meeting 
of the apostles ; and, though Thomas was not found 
at the former meeting, he was determined not to be 
absent from ¢Ais. According to his custom, Jesus 
came again; for he cannot forget his promise—two 
or three are assembled in his name; and he has en- 
gaged to be among them. 

Verse 27. Then saith he to Thomas] Through his 
infinite compassion, he addressed him in a particular 
manner; condescending in this case to accommodate 
himself to the prejudices of an obstinate, though sin- 
cere, disciple. 

Reach hither thy finger, &c.| And it is very pro- 
bable that Thomas did so; for his unbelief was too 
deeply rooted to be easily cured. 

Verse 28. Thomas answered, &c.| Those who deny 
the Godhead of Christ would have us to believe that 
these words are an exclamation of Thomas, made 
through surprise, and that they were addressed to the 
Father and not to Christ. Theodore of Mopsuestia 
was the first, I believe, who gave the words this turn ; 
and the fifth G8cumenic council, held at Constanti- 
nople, anathematized him for it. This was not accord- 
ing to the spirit of the Gospel of God. However, a 
man must do violence to every rule of construction 
who can apply the address here to any but Christ. 
The text is plain: Jesus comes in—sees Thomas, 
and addresses him ; desiring him to come to him, and 
put his finger into the print of the nails, &c. Thomas, 
perfectly satisfied of the reality of our Lord’s resur- 
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CHAP. XX. 


of the resurrection. 

and be not faithless, but believ- er 
ing. An. Olymp. 
g COIL. 


28 And Thomas answered and 
said unto him, My Lord and my God. 

29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because 
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed : ¥ bless- 


ed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed. 


V2 Corse ¢3 1) Pets 1.8, 


rection, says unto him,—My Lorn! and My Gop! 
i. e. Thou art indeed the very same person,—my Lord 
whose disciple I have so long been ; and thou art my 
God, henceforth the object of my religious adoration. 
Thomas was the first who gave the title of God to Je- 
sus ; and, by this glorious confession, made some amends 
for his former obstinate incredulity. It is worthy of 
remark, that from this time forward the whole of the 
disciples treated our Lord with the most supreme re- 
spect, never using that familiarity towards him which 
they had often used before. The resurrection from 
the dead gave them the fullest proof of the divinity 
of Christ. And this, indeed, is the use which St. 
John makes of this manifestation of Christ. See ver. 
30, 31. Bishop Pearce says here: “ Observe that 
Thomas calls Jesus his God, and that Jesus does not 
reprove him for it, though probably it was the first 
time he was called so.” And, I would ask, could 
Jesus be jealous of the honour of the true God— 
could he be a prophet—could he be even an honest 
man, to permit his disciple to indulge in a mistake so 
monstrous and destructive, if it had been one ? 

Verse 29. Thomas| This word is omitted by al- 
most every MS., version, and ancient commentator of 
importance. 

Blessed are they, &c.| Thou hast seen, and there- 
fore thou hast believed, and now thou art blessed ; 
thou art now happy—fully convinced of my resurrec- 
tion ; yet no less blessed shall all those be who believe 
in my resurrection, without the evidence thou hast had. 
From this we learn that to believe in Jesus, on the 
testimony of his apostles, will put a man into the pos- 
session of the very same blessedness which they them- 
selves enjoyed. And so has God constituted the 
whole economy of grace that a believer, at eighteen 
hundred years’ distance from the time of the resur- 
rection, suffers no loss because he has not seen Christ 
in the flesh. The importance and exellence of im- 
plicit faith in the testimony of God is thus stated by 
Rab. Tanchum: ‘“ Rab. Simeon ben Lachesh saith, 
The proselyte is more beloved by the holy blessed 
God than that whole crowd that stood before Mount 
Sinai; for unless they had heard the thundering, and 
seen the flames and lightning, the hills trembling, and 
the trumpets sounding, they had not received the law. 
But the proselyte hath seen nothing of all this, and 
yet he hath come in, devoting himself to the holy 
blessed God, and hath taken upon him (the yoke of) 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

Reader! Christ died for thee !—believe, and thou 
shalt be saved, and become as blessed and as happy 
as an apostle. 
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Jhrist shows himself to the 


A. M. 4033. w ; 
pag nes 30 § “And many other signs 


An, Clymp. truly did Jesus in the presence of 
Be disciples, which are not written 
in this book : 


w Chap. xxi. 25..—* Luke i. 4. 


Verse 30. Many other signs truly did Jesus, &ce.] 
That is, besides the two mentioned here. ver. 19 and 
ver. 26, viz. Christ’s entering into the house in a 
miraculous manner twice, notwithstanding the doors 
were fast shut: see on ver. 19. ‘The other miracles 
which our Lord did, and which are not related here, 
were such as were necessary to the disciples only, 
and therefore not revealed to mankind at large. 
There is nothing in the whole revelation of God but 
what is for some important purpose, and there is no- 
thing left out that could have been of any real use. 

Verse 31. That ye might believe] What is here 
recorded is to give a full proof of the Divinity of 
Christ; that he is the promised Messiah; that he 
really suffered and rose again from the dead; and 
that through him every believer might have eternal life. 

Life] Several MSS., versions, and fathers read 
eternal life, and this is undoubtedly the meaning of the 
word, whether the various reading be admitted or not. 


Grotius has conjectured that the Gospel, as writ- 
ten by St. John, ended with this chapter, and that 
the following chapter was added by the Church of 


ST. JOHN. 


disciples at the sea of Tiberias. 


31 * But these are written that ye A, M. 4093. 
might believe that Jesus is the on 
Christ, the Son of God; ¥ and that 
believing ye might have life through his name. 


y Chap. iii. 15, 16; v.24; 1 Pet. i. 9. 


Ephesus. This conjecture is supported by nothing 
in antiquity. It is possible that these two last verses 
might have formerly been at the conclusion of the 
last chapter, as they bear a very great similarity to 
those that are found there; and it is likely that their 
true place is between the 24th and 25th verses of the 
succeeding chapter ; with the latter of which they in 
every respect correspond, and with it form a proper 
conclusion to the book. Except this correspondence 
there is no authority for changing their present position. 

After reading the Gospel of John, his first Epistle 
should be next taken up: it is written exactly in the 
same spirit, and keeps the same object steadily in view. 
As John’s Gospel may be considered a supplement to 
the other evangelists, so his first Epistle may be con- 
sidered a supplement and continuation to his own 
Gospel. In some MSS. the epistles follow this Gospel, 
not merely because the transcribers wished to have all 
the works of the same writer together, but because 
there was such an evident connection between them. 
The first Epistle is to the Gospel as a pointed and 
forcible application is to an interesting and impressive 
sermon. 


CHAPTER XXI. 


Jesus shows himself to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias, 1-5. 


He dines with his disciples, 12-14. 
sion to feed his sheep, 15-17. 


The miraculous draught of fishes, 6-11. 


Questions Peter concerning his love to him, and gives him commis- 
Foretells the manner of Peter’s death, 18, 19. 


Peter inquires concern- 


ing John, and receives an answer that was afterwards misunderstood, 20-23. John’s concluding testimony 
concerning the authenticity of his Gospel, and the end for which it was written, 24, 25. 


a ee FTER these things Jesus show- 
An. Olymp. ed himself again to the disciples 


at the sea of Tiberias; and on this 

wise showed he himself. 
2 There were together Simon Peter, and 
Thomas called Didymus, and * Nathanael of 


a Chap. i. 45. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXI. 

Verse 1. Jesus showed himself again] After that 
our Lord had appeared several times to the women, 
and to the apostles at Jerusalem, and at the tomb, he 
bade them go into Galilee, giving them the promise 
of meeting them there: Matt. xxviii. 7; Mark xvi. 7. 
This promise we find he fulfilled in the way John 
relates here. This was the seventh appearance of our 
Lord after the resurrection. Matthew, chap. xxviii. 16, 
nas but just mentioned it: of it the rest of the evan- 
gelists say nothing, and this is the reason why John 
gives it so particularly. 

Verse 3. Peter saith—I go a fishing.] Previously 
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Cana in Galilee, and » the sons of ag ME OR, 
Zebedee, and two other of his dis- An. Olymp. 
ciples. CCII.1. 
3 Simon Peter saith unto them, I goa fishing. 
They say unto him, We also go with thee. 


They went forth, and entered into a ship imme- 


b Matt. iv. 21. 


to the crucifixion of our Lord, the temporal necessities 
of himself and his disciples appear to have been sup- 
plied by the charity of individuals: Luke viii. 3. As 
it is probable that the scandal of the cross had now shut 
up this source of support, the disciples, not fully know- 
ing how they were to be employed, purposed to return 
to their former occupation of fishing, in order to gain 
a livelihood ; and therefore the seven, mentioned ver. 2, 
embarked on the sea of Tiberias, otherwise called the 
sea of Galilee. 

Verse 3. That night they caught nothing.| God had 
so ordered it, that they might be the more struck with 
the miracle which he afterwards wrought. 

1 


The miraculous 


AM, 033. diately; and that night they caught 
res Olymp. nothing. 

4 But when the morning was now 
come, Jesus stood on the shore; but the dis- 
ciples ° knew not that it was Jesus. 

5 Then ¢ Jesus saith unto them, ® Children, 
have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 

6 And he said unto them, ‘ Cast the net on 
the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. 
They cast therefore, and now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. 

7 Therefore & that disciple whom Jesus loved 
saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 
girt his fisher’s coat unto him, (for he was na- 
ked,) and did cast himself into the sea. 


¢ Chap. xx. 14——4 Luke xxiv. 41. 


e Or, Sirs. 


Verse 4. Anew not that it was Jesus.] Probably 
because it was either not light enough, or he was at 
too great a distance, or he had assumed another form, 
as in Mark xvi. 12; otherwise his person was so re- 
markable that all his disciples readily knew him when 
he was at hand: see ver. 12. 

Verse 5. Children] Madea, a term of familiarity 
and affectionate kindness: it is the vocative case 
plural of wacdcov, which is the diminutive of atc, and 
literally signifies little children, or beloved children. 
How the margin has made sirs out of it I cannot 
conceive. 

Any meat] Tlpocsayiov, from mpoc, besides, and 
gayw, I eat; any thing that is eaten with bread, or 
such like solid substances, to make the deglutition 
the more easy: here it evidently means any kind 
of fish; and our Lord seems to have appeared at first 
in the character of a person who wished to purchase 
a part of what they had caught: see the note on 
chap. vi. 9. 

Verse 6. And ye shall find.| The Aithiopic, three 
copies of the Jtala, and St. Cyril, add; They said there- 
fore unto him, we have laboured all the night and 
caught nothing, nevertheless at thy command we will 
let down the net. This is borrowed from Luke v. 5. 

For the multitude of fishes.| This was intended as 
an emblem of the immense number of souls which 
should be converted to God by their ministry, accord- 
ing to the promise of Christ, Matt. iv. 19. 

Verse 7. His fisher’s coat] Or, his upper coat. 
Erevdurny, from ext, upon, and evdvw, I clothe ; some- 
thing analagous to what we term a great coat or 
surtout. 

He was naked| He was only in his vest. Tvpvoc, 
naked, is often used to signify the absence of this 
upper garment only. In 1 Sam. xix. 24, when Saul 
had put off his ijuatva, upper garments, he is said to 
have been yvuvoc, naked; and David, when girded 
only with a linen ephod, is said to have been 
uncovered, in 2 Sam..vi. 14, 20. To which may be 
added what we read in the Sept. Job xxii. 6, Thou 
hast taken away the covering of the naked; agracw 


CHAP. XXI. 


draught of fishes. 


8 And the other disciples came 4, ™. 4033. 
in a little ship ; (for they were not An. Olymp. 
far from land, but as it were two : 
hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 

9 As soon then as they were come to land, 
they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid 
thereon, and bread. 

10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish 
which ye have now caught. 

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net 
to land full of great fishes, a hundred and fifty 
and three : and for all there were so many, yet 
was not the net broken. 

12 4 Jesus saith unto them, * Come and 
dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, 
Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 


fLuke y. 4, 6, 7.——® Chap. xiii. 23; xx. 2.—+ Acts x. 41. 


yuuver, the plaid or blanket in which they wrapped 
themselves, and besides which they had none other. 
In this sense it is that Virgil says, Geor. i. 299: 
Nudus ara, sere nudus, i. e. strip off your upper gar- 
ments, and work till you sweat. See more examples 
in Bp. Pearce. 

Cast himself into the sea.] It is likely that they 
were in very shallow water ; and, as they were only 
two hundred cubits from the land, (about one hundred 
and thirty-two English yards,) it is possible that Peter 
only stepped into the water that he might assist them 
to draw the boat to land, which was now heavily laden. 
It is not likely that he went into the water in order to 
swim ashore ; had he intended this, it is not to be sup- 
posed that he would have put his great coat on, which 
must have been an essential hinderance to him in 
getting to shore. 

Verse 8. Dragging the net] It is probable that this 
was that species fot fishing in which the net was 
stretched from the shore out into the sea; the persons 
who were in the boat, and who shot the net, fetched 
a compass, and bringing in a hawser, which was at- 
tached to the other end of the net, those who were on 
shore helped them to drag it in. As the net was sunk 
with weights to the bottom, and the top floated on the 
water by corks, or pieces of light wood, all the fish that 
happened to come within the compass of the net were 
of course dragged to shore. The sovereign power of 
Christ had in this case miraculously collected the fish to 
that part where he erdered the disciples to cast the net. 

Verse 9. They saw a fire, &c.] This appears to 
have been a new miracle. It could not have been 
a fire which the disciples had there, for it is remarked 
as something new ; besides, they had caught no fish, 
ver. 5, and here was a small fish upon the coals, 
and a loaf of bread provided to eat with it. The 
whole appears to have been miraculously prepared by 
Christ. 

Verse 12. Come and dine.| Aevte, apicnoate. 
Though this is the literal translation of the word, yet 
it must be observed that it was not dinner time, being 
as yet early in the morning, ver. 4; but Kypke has 
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Peter is questioned 


— 4033, 18 Jesus then cometh, and taketh 


An. Olymp. bread, and giveth them, and fish 

CCIL 1. j 
Ses likewise: 

14 This is now ‘the third time that Jesus 
showed himself to his disciples, after that he 
was risen from the dead, 

15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith 


to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 


ST. JOHN. 


concerning his love to Christ. 


thou me more than these? He ca se 


saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou = ree: 
knowest that I love thee. He saith ————— 
unto him, Feed my lambs. 

16 He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that T love 
thee. * He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 


i See chap. xx. 19, 26. 


k Acts xx, 28; Heb. xiii. 20; 1 Pet. i. 25; v. 2, 4. 


largely shown that the original word is used by Ho- 
mer, Xenophon, and Plutarch, to signify breakfast, 
or any early meal, as well as what we term dinner. 
It might perhaps appear singular, otherwise it would 
be as agreeable to the use of the Greek word, to have 
translated it, come and breakfast, 

Durst ask him| Ever since the confession of Tho- 
mas, a proper awe of the Deity of Christ had possess- 
ed their minds. 

Verse 13. And giveth them] Eating likewise with 
them, as Luke expressly says: chap. xxiv. 42. 

Verse 14, This is now the third time] That is, 
this was the third time he appeared unto the apos- 
tles, when all or most of them were together. He 
appeared to ven of them, chap. xx. 19; again to eleven 
of them, ver. 26; and at this time to seven of them, 
ver. 2 of this chapter. But, when the other evan- 
gelists are collated, we shall find that this was the 
seventh time in which he had manifested himself after 
he arose from the dead. . Ist. He appeard to Mary 
of Magdala, Mark xvi. 9; John xx. 15,16. Qndly, 
To the holy women who came from the tomb, Matt. 
xxvill. 9, 3dly, To the two disciples who went. to 
Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 18, &c, 4thly, To St, Peter 
alone, Luke xxiv. 34. 5thly, To the ten, in the 
absence of Thomas, chap. xx. 19. 6thly, Eight 
days after to the eleven, Thomas being present, ver. 

-26. ‘7thly, To the seven, mentioned in ver. 2 of 
this chapter ; which was between the eighih and for 
tseth day after his resurrection. Besides these seven 
appearances, he showed himself, 8thly, To the dis- 
ciples on a certain mountain in Galilee, Matt. xxviii, 
16. Ifthe appearance mentioned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
xv. 6, to upwards of 500 brethren at once—-if this 
be not the same with his appearance on a mountain 
in Galilee, it must be considered the ninth. Accord- 
ing to the same apostle, he was seen of James, 1 
Cor. xv. 7, which may have been the tenth appear- 
ance. And, after this, to all the apostles, when, at 
Bethany, he ascended to heaven in their presence. 
See Mark xvi. 19, 20; Luke xxiv. 50-53; Acts i. 
3-12; 1 Cor. xv. 7, This appears to have been 
the eleventh time in which he distinctly manifested 
himself after his resurrection. But there might have 
been many other manifestations, which the evangelists 
have not thought proper to enumerate, as not being 
connected with any thing of singular weight or im- 
portance. 

Verse 15, Stmon-—-lovest thou me] Peter had 
thrice denied his Lord, and now Christ gives him an 
opportunity in some measure to repair his fault by a 
triple confession, 
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More than these ?| This was a kind of reproach to 
Peter: he had professed a more affectionate attach- 
ment to Christ than the rest; he had been more for- 
ward in making professions of friendship and love than 
any of the others; and no one (Judas excepted) had 
treated his Lord so basely. As he had before inti- 
mated that his attachment to his Master was more than 
that of the rest, our Lord now puts the question to him, 
Dost thou love me more than these 2 To which Peter 
made the most modest reply-—-Thou knowest I love 
thee, but no longer dwells on the strength of his love, 
nor compares himself with even the meanest of his 
brethren. He had before cast the very unkind re- 
flection on his brethren, Though all be offended be- 
cause of thee, yet will I never be offended, Matt. xxvi. 
33. But he had now learned, by dreadful experience, 
that he who trusteth his own heart is a fool; and that 
a man’s sufficiency for good is of the Lord alone. 

The words, more than these, Bishop Pearce thinks 
refer to the provisions they were eating, or to their 
secular employments ; for says he, “ It does not seem 
probable that Jesus should put a question to Peter 
which he could not possibly answer; because he could 
only know his awn degree of love for Jesus, not that 
of the other disciples.” But it appears to me that our 
Lord refers to the profession made by Peter, which 
I have quoted above. 

It is remarkable that in these three questions our 
Lord uses the verb ayaraw, which signifies to love af- 
fectionately, ardently, supremely, perfectly—see the 
note on Matt. xxi. 37; andthat Peter always replies, 
using the verb ¢cAew, which signifies to love, to like, to 
regard, to feel friendship for another. As if our Lord 
had said, ‘ Peter, dost thou love me ardently and su- 
premely ?” ‘To which he answers, “ Lord, I feel an 
affection for thee—I do esteem thee—but dare, at 
present, say no more.” 

There is another remarkable change of terms in this 
place. . In ver. 15, and 17, our Lord uses the verb 
Boonw to feed, and in ver. 16 he uses the word 
moyaveo, Which signifies to tend a flock, not only to 
feed, but to take care of, guide, govern, defend, &c., 
by which he seems to intimate that it is not sufficient 
merely to offer the bread of life to the congregation of 
the Lord, but he must take care that the sheep be pro- 
perly collected, attended to, regulated, guided, &c. ; 
and it appears that Peter perfectly comprehended our 
Lord’s meaning, and saw that it was a direction given 
not only to Aim, and to the rest of the disciples, but to 
all their swecessors in the Christian ministry ; for him- 
self says, 1 Epist. chap. v. 2: Feed the flock of God 
(xolmavate To Tocuviov Tov Oeov) which is among Yorts 
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Christ foretells the CHAP. XXI. manner of Peters death. 
A.M. 4033. 17 He saith unto him the third| Lord, which is he that betrayeth hese 
aa time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest | thee ? An. Olymp. 

thou me? Peter was grieved be-| 21 Peter secing him, saith to sales oe 


cause he said unto him the third time, Lovest 
thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, ! thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love 
thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

18 ™ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When 
thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and 
walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when 
thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy 
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldest not. 

19 This spake he, signifying ® by what death 
he should glorify God. And when he had 
spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 

20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the dis- 
ciple ° whom Jesus loved, following; which 
also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, 


' Chap. ii. 24,25; xvi. 30.—-™ Chap. xiii. 36; Acts xii. 3, 4. 
n2 Pet. i. 14. © Chap. xili. 23, 25; xx. 2.——P Matt. xvi. 27, 


taking the oversight (extokonovrtec, acting as superin- 
tendents and guardians,) not by constraint, but wil- 
lingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. 
Every spiritual shepherd of Christ has a flock, com- 
posed of LamBs—young converts, and sHEEP—expe- 
rienced Christians, to feed, guide, regulate, and govern. 
To be properly qualified for this, his wisdom and holi- 
ness should always exceed those of his flock. Who 
is sufficient for these things? The man who lives in 
God, and God in him. 

To the answer of Christ, in ver. 16, the later Syriac 
adds, If thou lovest me and esteemest me, feed my sheep. 

Verse 17. Peter was grieved] Fearing, says St. 
Chrysostom, lest Christ saw something in his heart 
which he saw not himself, and which might lead to 
another fall; and that Christ was about to tell him of 
it, as he had before predicted his denial. 

Verse 18. Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands] 
Wetstein observes that it was a custom at Rome to put 
the necks of those who were to be crucified into a 
yoke, and to stretch out their hands and fasten them 
to the end of it; and having thus led them through the 
city they were carried out to be crucified. See his 
note on this place. Thus then Peter was girded, 
chained, and carried whither he would not—not that 
he was unwilling to die for Christ ; but he was a man 
—he did not Jove death; but he loved his life less 
than he loved his God. 

Verse 19. Should glorify God.] Ancient writers 
state that, about thirty-four years after this, Peter wis 
crucified ; and that he deemed it so glorious a thing to 
die for Christ that he begged to be crucified with his head 
downwards, not considering himself worthy to die in 
the same posture in which his Lord did. So Eusebius, 
Prudentius, Chrysostom, and Augustin. See Calmet. 

Eollow me.] Whether our Lord meant by these 
words ‘hat “ter via o walk with him a little way for 
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Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do ? 

22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry 
P till [come, what zs that to thee? follow thou me. 

23 Then went this saying abroad among the 
brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet 
Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die ; but, 
If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee ? 

24 % This is the disciple which testifieth of 
these things, and wrote these things: and 4 we 
know that his testimony is true. 

25 * And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they should be 
written every one, *I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written. Amen. 


28; xxv.31; 1Cor.iv.5; xi.26; Rev. i1.25; iii. 11; xxii. 7,20. 
4 Chap. xix. 35; 3 John 12. * Chap. xx. 30.—*’ Amos vil. 10. 


a private interview, or whether he meant that he was 
to imitate his example, or be conformed to him in the 
manner of his death, is very uncertain. 

Verse 22. Jf Iwill that he tarry till I come] 
There are several opinions concerning this: the fol- 
lowing are the principal. 1. Some have concluded 
from these words that John should never die. Many 
eminent men, ancients and moderns, have been and 
are of this opinion. 2. Others thought that our Lord 
intimated that John should live till Christ came to 
judge and destroy Jerusalem. On this opinion it is 
observed that Peter, who was the oldest of the apostles, 
died in the year 67, which, says Calmet, was six years 
before the destruction of Jerusalem; and that John 
survived the ruin of that city about thirty years, he be- 
ing the only one of the twelve who was alive when the 
above desolation took place. 3. St. Augustin, Bede, 
and others, understood the passage thus: If I will that 
he remain till I come and take him away by a natural 
death, what is that to thee? follow thou me to thy 
crucifixion. On this it may be observed, that all an- 
tiquity agrees that John, if he did die, was the only 
disciple who was taken away by a natural death. 4. 
Others imagine that our Lord was only now taking 
Peter aside to speak something to him in private, and 
that Peter, seeing John following, wished to know 
whether he should come along with them; and that 
our Lord’s answer stated that John should remain i 
that place till Christ and Peter returned to him; and 
to this meaning of the passage many eminent critics 
incline. For nearly eighteen hundred years, the 
greatest men in the worll have been puzzled with 
this passage. It would appear intolerable in me to at- 
tempt to decide, where so many eminent doctors have 
disagreed, and do still disagree. I rather lean to the 
fourth opinion. See the conclusion of the Preface to 
this Gospel, 
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Verse 24. This is the disciple] It is, I think, very 
likely that these two verses were added by some of 
the believers at that time, as a testimony to the truth 
of the preceding narration ; and I allow, with Bishop 
Pearce and others, that it is possible that John may 
mean himself when he says we know, &c., yet, I think 
that it is very wnlikely. It is certain that this Gospel 
loses no part of its authority in admitting the suffrage 
of the Church of God: it rather strengthens the im- 
portant truths which are delivered in it; and in the 
mouths of so many witnesses the sacred matters which 
concern the peace and salvation of the world, are still 
more abundantly established. See the last note on the 
preceding chapter. 

We know] Instead of ovdauev, we know, some have 
written oda perv, I know indeed; but this is mere con- 
jecture, and is worthy of no regard. It is likely 
that these verses were added by those to whom John 
gave his work in charge. 

Verse 25. Many other things] Before his disciples, 
is added by two MSS. The Scholia in several MSS. 
intimate that this verse is an addition; but it is found 
in every ancient version, and in Origen, Cyril, and 
Chrysostom. 

Could not contan, &c.] Origen’s signification of 
the word ywpew is to admit of, or receive favourably. 
As if he had said, the miracles of Christ are so many, 
and so astonishing, that if the whole were to be detailed 
the world would not receive the account with proper 
faith ; but enough is recorded that men may believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and that in believing they 
may have life through his name: chap. xx. 31. 

We have already seen that this apostle often uses 
the term world to designate the Jewish people only ; 
and if it have this sense here, which is possible, it will 
at once vindicate the above exposition of the word 
vopew. As if he had said, Were I to detail all the 
signs and miracles which Jesus did among his disciples, 
and in the private families where he sojourned, the 
Jewish people themselves would not receive nor credit 
these accounts; but enough is written to prove that 
this Christ was the promised Messiah. 

Bishop Pearce has a very judicious note here, of 
which what follows is an abstract, with a few additions. 

fiven the world itself, &e. This is a very strong 
eastern expression, to represent the number of miracles 
which Jesus wrought. But, however strong and strange 
this expression may seem to us of the western world, 
we find sacred and other authors using hyperboles of 
the like kind and signification. In Num. xiii. 33, the 
spies who returned from the search of the land of 
Canaan say that they saw giants there of such a pro- 
digious size that they were in their own sight as grass- 
hoppers. In Dan. iv. 11, mention is made of a tree, 
whereof the height reached unto the heaven; and the 
sight thereof unto the end of all the earth. And the 
author of Kcclesiasticus, in chap, xlvii. 15, speaking 
of Solomon’s wisdom, says, Thy soul covered the whole 
earth, and thow filledst it with parables: so here, by 
one degree more of hyperbole, it is said that the world 
would not contain all the books which should be writ- 
ten concerning Jesus’s miracles, if the particular ac- 
count of every one of them were given, In J osephus, 
Antiq. lib. xix. ¢, 20, God is mentioned as promising 
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to Jacob that he would give the land of Canaan to him 
and his seed; and then it is added, of tAnpovor racayv, 
bony ALoc bpa, Kat ynv Kat Baracoav. They shall fill 
all, whatsoever the sun illuminates, whether earth or 
sea. Philo in his tract De Ebriet, T. i. p. 362, 10, 
is observed to speak after the same manner, ovde yap 
TOV dwpewy ikavog ovdet¢ YoOpHnoaat TO adfovov TAnOoG, 
towag W ovd’ 6 koap“ocg. Neither is any one able to con- 
tain the vast abundance of gifts; nor is the world 
capable of it. And in his tract De Posterit. Caini, T. 
1. p. 253, 1. 38, he says, speaking of the fulness of 
God, Ovde yap exc (et) TAovTov emdetkvvcbar BovAnbern 
Tov éavToVv, YwpHnoat av, nretpwbetone nat CarkatTn>, 
9 ovutaca yy. ‘* And should he will to draw out his 
fulness, the whole compass of sea and land could not 
contain it.” 

Homer, who, if not born in Asia Minor, had un 
doubtedly lived there, has sometimes followed the hy- 
perbolic manner of speaking which prevailed so much 
in the east, as in Iliad, b. xx. he makes A‘neas say 
to Achilles :-— 


AAW aye pnkete Tavta Aeywpeba, vyRUTLOL Hc, 
‘Ecaor’ sv peaon vopuvyn dniotnToc. 
Ect yap augoreporowy oveidea pwvinoacbat 
TloAAa par ovd’ av vnvg éxararfvyoc ayBoc 
apotto. 

Urpentn O& yAwaa’ ect Bpotwv, modeec 0’ eve proc, 
Tlavrotot- exeav de moAve vogoc evOa Kae eva. 
‘Onroov k’ etnoba ero, ToLoy kK’ exaKovoate. 

Tiad, xx. v. 244-250. 


But wherefore should we longer waste the time 

In idle prate, while battle roars around ? 

Reproach is cheap. With ease we might discharge 

Gibes at each other, till a ship that asks 

A hundred oars should sink beneath the load. 

The tongue of man is voluble, hath words 

For every theme, nor wants wide field and long; 

And, as he speaks, so shall he hear again. 
CowPer. 


Few instances of any thing like these have been 
found in the western world; and yet it has been ob- 
served that Cicero, in Philip. ii. 44, uses a similar 
form: Presertim cum illi eam gloriam consecuti sunt, 
que vix celo capi posse vdeatur—* especially when 
they pursuea that glory which heaven itself seems 
scarcely sufficient to contain.” And Livy also, in vii. 
25, He vires populi Romani, quas vix terrarum eapit 
orbis—“ these energies of the Roman people, which 
the terraqueous globe can scarcely contain.” 

We may define hyperbole thus: it is a figure of 
speech where more seems to be said than is intended ; 
and it is well known that the Asiatic nations abound 
in these. In Deut. i. 28, cities with high walls round 
about them are said to be walled up to heaven. Now, 
what is the meaning of this hyperbole ? Why, that 
the cities had very high walls: then, is the hyperbole 
a truth? Yes, for we should attach no other idea to 
these expressions than the authors intended to convey 
by them, Now, the author of this expression never 
designed to intimate that the cities had walls which 
reached to heaven; nor did one of his countrymen 
understand it in this sense—they affixed no other idea 
to it, (for the words, in common use, conveyed no 
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other,) than that these cities had very high walls. 
When John, therefore, wrote, the world itself could 
not contain the books, &c., what would every Jew 
understand by it? Why, that if every thing which 
Christ had done and said were to be written, the books 
would be more in number than had ever been written 
concerning any one person or subject: %. e. there 
would be an immense number of books. And so there 
would be; for it is not possible that the ten thousandth 
part of the words and actions of such a life as our 
Lord’s was could be contained in the compass of one 
or all of these Gospels. 

There is a hyperbole very like this, taken from the 
Jewish writers, and inserted by Basnacn, Hist. des 
Juifs, liv. iii. ec. 1,8.9. “ Jochanan succeeded Simeon 
—he attained the age of Moses—he employed forty 
years in commerce, and in pleading before the Sanhe- 
drin, He composed such a great number of precepts 
and lessons, that if the heavens were paper, and all 
the trees of the forest so many pens, and all the chil- 
dren of men so many scribes, they would not suffice to 
wrile all his lessons!” Now, what meaning did the 
author of this hyperbole intend to convey? Why, 
that Jochanan had given more lessons than all his con- 
temporaries or predecessors. Nor does any Jew in the 
universe understand the words in any other sense. It 
is worthy of remark that this Jochanan lived in the 
time of St. John; for he was in Jerusalem when it 
was besieged by Vespasian. See Basnage, as above. 

There is another quoted by the same author, ibid. 
c. v. s. 7, where, speaking of Eliezar, one of the pre- 
sidents of the Sanhedrin, it is said: ‘ Although the 
firmament were vellum, and the waters of the ocean 
were changed into ink, it would not be sufficient to de- 
scribe all the knowledge of Eliezar; for he made not 
less than three hundred constitutions concerning the 
manner of cultivating cucumbers.” Now, what did 
the rabbin mean by this hyperbole? Why, no more 
than that Eliezar was the greatest naturalist in his 
time ; and had written and spoken more on that subject 
and others than any of his contemporaries. This Elie- 
zar flourished about seventy-three years after Christ. 
It is farther worthy of remark that this man also is 
stated to have lived in the time of St. John. John is 
supposed to have died A. D. 99. 

Hyperboles of this kind, common to the east and 
to the west, to the north and to the south, may be 
found every where ; and no soul is puzzled with them 
but the critics. The above examples, I trust, are suf- 
ficient to vindicate and explain the words in the text. 
It is scarcely necessary to add that the common French 
expression, tout le monde, which literally means the 
whole world, is used in a million of instances to signify 
the people present at one meeting, or the majority of 
them, and often the members of one particular family. 
And yet no man who understands the language ever 
imagines that any besides the congregation in the one 
case, or the family in the other, is intended. 

Amen.| This word is omitted by ABCD, several 
others; Syriac, all the Arabic, and both the Persic ; 
the Coptic, Sahidic, Authiopic, Armeman, Syriac Hie- 
ros., Vulgate, and all the Jtala but three. 

The word {D8 amen, which has passed unaltered 
into almost all the languages of the world in which 
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the sacred writings are extant, is pure Hebrew; and 
signifies to be steady, constant, firm, establishea, or 
confirmed. It is used as a particle of affirmation and 
adjuration. When a person was sworn to the truth of 
any fact, the oath was recited to him, and he bound 
himself by simply saying, {D8 |N amen, amen. See 
an instance of this, Num. v. 22. In Deut. xxvil. 15— 
26, it is to be understood in the same sense; the per- 
sons who use it binding themselves, under the curse 
there pronounced, should they do any of the things 
there prohibited. It is often used as a particle of 
affirmation, approbation, and consent, examples of 
which frequently occur in the Old Testament. When 
any person commenced a discourse or testimony with 
this word, it was considered in the light of an oath ; 
as if he had said, I pledge my truth, my honour, and 
my life to the certainty of what I now state. 

Our Lord begins many of his discourses with this 
word, either singly, Amen, I say unto you; or doubled, 
Amen, amen, I say unto you; which we translate 
verily : as Christ uses it, we may ever understand it as 
expressing an absolute and incontrovertible truth. In- 
stances of the use of the single term frequently occur : 
see Matt. v. 18, 26; vi. 2, 5, 16; vii. 10; x. 15, 
23, 42, &c., &e.; but it is remarkable that it is doubled 
by St. John, see chap. i. 51; iii. 3, 5,11; v. 19, 24, 
25 WinOGsn32. 47,159 vill. 345 1,0 Sl menue; 
xii. 24; xiii. 16; 20,21, 385 xiv. 12); xvi. 20, 235 
xxi. 18; and is never found iterated by any of the 
other evangelists. Some have supposed that the word 
JON is contracted, and contains the initials of we) IS 
jaya Adonai Malec Neeman, my Lord the faithful 
King ; to whom the person who uses it is always un- 
derstood to make his appeal. Christ is himself called 
the Amen, 6 Aunv, Rev. i. 18; iii. 14; because of the 
eternity of his nature and the unchangeableness of his 
truth. In later ages, it was placed at the end of all 
the books in the New Testament, except the Acts, the 
Epistle of James, and the third Epistle of John, merely 
as the transeriber’s attestation to their truth; and, per- 
haps, it is sometimes to be understood as vouching to 
the fidelity of his own transcript. 

The subscriptions to this Gospel, as well as to the 
preceding Gospels, are various in the different versions 
and manuscripts. The following are those which ap- 
pear most worthy of being noticed. 

“The most holy Gospel of the preaching of John 
the evangelist, which he spake and proclaimed in the 
Greek language at Ephesus, is finished.”—Syriac in 
Bib. Polyglott. 

“With the assistance of the supreme God, the Gos- 
pel of St. John the son of Zebedee, the beloved of the 
Lord, and the preacher of eternal life, is completed. 
And it is the conclusion of the four most holy and 
vivifying Gospels, by the blessing of God. Amen.”— 
Arasic in Bib. Polyglott. 

“The four glorious Gospels, of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, are completed.”—Persic in Bid. 
Polyglott. 

Other subscriptions are as follow :— 

“The end of the holy Gospel of John—delivered 
thirty years—thirty-two years after the ascension of 
Christ—in the Isle of Patmos—in the Greek tongue 
at Ephesus—under the reign of Domitian—written by 
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John when he was an exile in Patmos—under the 
Emperor Trajan—and delivered in Ephesus by Gaius 
the host of the apostles. John, having returned from 
his exile in Patmos, composed his Gospel, being 
100 years of age and lived to the age of 120.”— 
Surpas. 

In an Aethiopic MS. in the royal library in Paris, at 
the conclusion of this evangelist are these words :— 
“ Now the sum of all the clauses of the four Gospels 
is 9700.—By the grace of the Lord, here are ended 
the four Gospels. The sections of the four Gospels 
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of the four Gospels. 


are 217. The clauses of the holy Gospel, even from 
its beginning to its end, namely, the writing of St. 
John, are completed.” 

It may be just necessary to inform the reader that 
the most ancient MSS. have scarcely any subscription 
at all, and that there is no dependence to be placed on 
any thing of this kind found in the others ; most of the 
transcribers making conclusions according to their dif- 
ferent fancies. See the concluding note of the pre- 
ceding chapter; and see the preface to this Gospel, 
where other subjects relative to it are discussed, 


A HARMONIZED TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. 


Tue following harmonized Table of Contents of the four Gospels I have borrowed from Professor Michaelis 
Introduction to the New Testament, by Dr. Marsh, vol. iii. p. 40, &c., and think it will be of use to the reader 
in pointing out where the same transaction is mentioned by the evangelists; what they have in common, and 
what is peculiar to each. The arrangement of facts as they occur in St. Matthew is here generally followed, 
and the other evangelists collated with his account. From this table it will at once appear how little St. John 
has in common with the other three, except in the concluding part of his Gospel: and hence the propriety 
will be self-evident of considering his work in the light of a most important supplement to the evangelical history. 

A few directions for the proper use of this table may be necessary; though it is in general so very plain 
that there is little danger of its being misunderstood. 

The sections, Nos. 1, 2, 3, &c., are produced in a sort of chronological order; and therefore are found 
prefixed to those facts in the different evangelists in the order of time in which those facts are supposed to 
have succeeded each other: e. g. Luke’s Preface is sect. 1st., Matthew having nothing of the kind. The 
genealogy under Matt. sect. 24; Birth of John, sect. 3d, under Luke, &c. ; and thus the apparent irregularity 
of the numbers prefixed to the transactions mentioned in the different columns, headed by the names of the 
evangelists, is to be understood. The arrangement of Matthew is seldom altered; but the consecutive facts 
are numbered as nearly as possible, in the supposed chronological order of their occurrence. 

Besides this general harmonical Table of Contents of the four Gospels, I have added three others. The 
Jirst is a Synopsis of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, constructed by Professor Griesbach, in order 
to show that the whole Gospel of Mark, twenty-four verses excepted, is contained nearly in the same words 
in Matthew and Luke. 

The second, a Table of forty-two sections, which contain such transactions as are common to the three 
first evangelists. 

And the third, a Table representing those passages in our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount which are found 
either in word or substance in certain places of St. Luke’s Gospel. These tables, it is hoped, will be con- 
sidered of real importance by every serious and intelligent reader. 


MATTHEW. MARK. LUKE. JOHN. 


§ 1. Preface, i. 1-4. i. 1-14 
§ 2. Genealogy of Christ, 


i, 1-17. 


ili. 23-38. 
§ 3. Birth of John, i. 5-25. 


§ 4. Birth of Christ an- 
nounced to Mary, i. 26— 
38. 
§ 5. Mary’s visit to Elisa- 
§ 6. Joseph’s d beth, i. 39-56. 
. Joseph’s dream, i. 


18-24. 
§ 7. Birth of John, i. 57- 
80. 
§ 8. Birth of Christ, i. 25. ii. 1-20. 
$9. Circumcision of Christ, 
woe 


§10. Presentation of Christ 
ir. the temple, ii. 22-40. 
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MATTHEW. 

§ 11. Jesus sought and 
worshipped by the wise 
men: Flight into Egypt, 
and return: Massacre of 
the children of Bethle- 
hem, ii. 1-23, 

§ 12. Education of Christ, 

and remarkable history 

of him in his 12th year 

at the Feast of the Pass- 

over, ii. 41—52. 

§ 13. John preaches, iii. iii. 1-20. 
1-12. 

§ 14. Christ is baptized, iii. 
13-17. 

§ 15. Christ is tempted, iv. 
1 


iii, 21, 22. 


iv. 1-13. 


§ 16. Remarkable addition 
made by this evangelist, 
relative to the testimonies 
in favour of Christ, by 
which he obtained his 
first disciples, who soon 
increased in numbers, i. 
15-51. 

4) 17-20. History of Christ 
before the imprisonment 
of John. 

§ 17. Christ returns into 
Galilee, and turns water 
into wine at Cana, ii. 
Test 

§ 18. Goes to Jerusalem 
at the Feast of the Pass- 
over, and drives the sell- 
ers out of the temple, ii. 
13-22. 

§19. Instructs Nicodemus 
in the nature of the new 
birth, ii. 23-iii. 21. 

§ 20. Remains in Judea; 
additional testimony of 
John Baptist concerning 
him, ili. 22-36. 

§ 21. Returns (after the 

imprisonment of John) 

through Samaria to Gali- 
lee: conversation with 
the Samaritan woman: 
many Samaritans believe 


§ 22. Arrives in Galilee, 
on him, iv. 1-42. 


calls several disciples, 
and performs miracles, 
iv. 12-24. i. 14-20. iv. 43, 44. 
§ 23. Remarkable addition 
of a second miracle at 
Cana, by which the ab- 
sent son of a nobleman 
is instantly restored to 
health, iv. 45-54. 

§ 24. Christ teaches in the 
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t § 25-30. History of a single day, and that a Sabbath. 
§ 25. Christ teaches in the 


synagogue at Caperna-| 


um, and healsademoniac, 
1, 21-28. 

§ 26. Christ ascends a moun- 
tain, passes the night in 
prayer, and then chooses 
his apostles, iii. 13-19. 


§ 27. Christ delivers a dis- 
course in which he con- 
demns the morality of the 
Pharisees, and opposes 
to it a better morality, 
which he commissions 
his apostles to teach, iv. 
QO NSVES VAs e Vil 

§ 28. Cleanses a leper, viii. 
1-4. 

§29. Heals the servant of 
a centurion, viii. 5-13. 

§30. Restores Peter’s mo- 
ther-in-law, and after the 
Sabbath was ended, se- 
veral other sick persons, 
vill. 14-17. 


i. 40-45. 


i. 29-34. 


The day immediately following the preceding Sabbath. 


§ 31. Christ departs from 
Capernaum, 1. 35-39. 


LUKE. 


synagogue at Nazareth, 
iv. 15-30.* 
§ 25-32. History of a single day, and that a Sabbath 


iv. 31-37. 


vi. 12-16 


vi. 17-49. 
v. 12-16. 


vii. 1-10. 


iv. 38—41. 


iv. 42-44. 

§ 32. Restores to life the 
young man at Nain, vii. 
11-17. 

§ 32. Peter’s large draught 
of fishes; of which no 
traces are discoverable 
with respect to the time 
when it happened, vy. 1-11 


* “Tn point of chronology, this does not belong to the present place, even according to St. Luke: 
here because St. Luke has introduced it immediately after the preceding history. Perhaps it belon 
though I have not placed it there, because it does not exactly agree w 


Matthew and St. Mark.” 


t Some critics and harmonists who agree in the main with Professor Michaelis, in this part of his 


sent in a few particulars. Michaelis thinks that all the tr 


but I place it 
gs to No. 50, 
ith the accounts quoted in that article from St. 


Harmony, dis- 


ansactions included from No, 25, to No. 30, happened on 


one day. And Professor Marsh states the argument thus — 


No. 27 is the Sermon on the Mount, rel 
No. 28, 29, and 30. 
persons at Capernaum, are all related by St. Matthew, 
on which the Sermon on the Mount was delivered. 
No. 25, not mentioned by Matthew, took place, 
the cure of St. Peter’s mother-in-law, No. 30. 
No. 26. Christ’s choice of the twelve apostles 
on the Mount, according to Luke vi. 12-49; con 
Dr. Marsh allows the prob 
be referred to the same time. 
“On these two articles,” says he, ‘‘ Matthew is totall 
and St. Luke. But though St. Mark and St. Luke refer 
agree in referring No. 26 to a later d 
assigned by our author; 


(not men 


and even if we refer No. 25 to th 


No. 26 to that day, we must necessarily refer No. 25 to an 
Luke are our only guides, and the 
Marsh’s Notes to Michaelis’ 
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y both agree in making a very distinc 
Introd, vol. iii., part ii., pp. 69-71! 


ated by Matthew, chap. v., vi., and vii. 
The cure of the leper—of the centurion’s servant—of Peter’s mother-in 


-law—and other such 


chap. viii. 1-17, as events which took place on the same day 


according to Mark i, 29, 30; Luke iv. 38, on the same day as 


tioned by St. Matthew) imme iately preceded the Sermon 


sequently all the events in Nos. 25-30, happened on the same day. 
wbility of Nos. 27-30 happening on the same day, but thinks Nos. 25, and 26, should hot 


y silent, and therefore we have the authority only of St. Mark 
No. 25 to the same day as they refer 
ay. We have no authority whatsoever, therefore, 
at day 
ted to it, but should immediately precede No. 30, for the reason 


No. 30, yet they both 
to refer No. 26 to that day 
it ought not to occupy the place which he has allot. 
already assigned. On the other hand, if we refer 
earlier day; for on these two articles St. Mark and St. 
t and circumstantial separation of them.”— 
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OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. 


MATTHEW. MARK. LUKE. JOHN. 


$33. Christ def s oo ate Another history of a single day, which was likewise a Sabbath. 
. Christ defends his dis- 


ciples who plucked ears 
of corn on the Sabbath, 


xu. 1-8. Hi, 23-28. vi. 1-5. 
§ 34. Cures a withered 
hand, xii. 9-21. lil. 1-12. vi. 6-11. 


§ 35. Drives out a devil, 
and is accused of doing 
it by the assistance of 
Beelzebub, the prince of 
the devils; his answer, 
Xil. 22-50. iii. 22-35. vili. 19-21; xi. 14-36. 
§ 36. Dines with a Phari- 
see; conversation at ta- 
ble, xi. 37—xii. 12. 
§ 37. Preaches in parables, 
xiii. 1-53. iv. 1-34, viii. 4-18. 
§ 38. Christ endeavours to] - 
retire from the multitude, 
and sails to the other side 
of the lake Gennesaret. 
Account of one who offers 
himself to be a disciple 
of Christ; and of another, 
who requests permission 
to remain with his father, 
till his death, viii. 18-27. iv. 35-41. Vili. 22-25; ix. 57-62. 
§ 39. Drives out a devil, 
who calls himself Legion, 


vill. 28-34. v. 1-20. vill. 26—39. 
§ 40. Heals a_ paralytic 
person, 1x. 1-8. ii. 1-12; v. 21. v. 17-26. 


§ 41. Calls Matthew and 
Levi; dines with tax- 
gatherers, ix. 9-17. li, 13-22. v. 27-39. 
§ 42. Heals a woman af- 
flicted with a hemorr- 
hage, and restores the 
daughter of Jairus, who 
was supposed to be dead, 
ix. 18-26. v. 22-43. viii. 40—56. 
§ 43. Restores two blind 
men to sight, ix. 27-31. 
§ 44. Restores a dumb man 
to his speech, ix. 32-34. 
§ 45. Sends out his twelve 
apostles, ix. 35—xi. 1. vi. 7-13. ix. 1-6, and (but at a later 
period) the seventy dis- 
ciples, x.. 1-24.* 


§ 46. Answers John, who 

inquires of him whether 

he is the Messiah, x1. 

2-19. vil. 18-35. 
§ 47. Curses the cities in 

which he had performed 


We a ies et 


i isci i i i 4 tles, merely 
* «TJ place the sending out of the seventy disciples in the same article with that of the twelve apostles, 
because the two facts oe each other; for we have no knowledge of the precise period in which the former 


event happened. The evangelists themselves have often adopted a similar plan.” ays 
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the greatest part of his 
miracles, xi. 20-30. 


§ 50. Christ comes to Na- 
zareth, where he is dis- 
respectfully treated, xiii. 
54-58. 


§ 51. Herod, who had be- 
headed John, is doubtful 
what he should believe 
of Christ, xiv. 1-12. 


§ 53. Five thousand men 
fed with five loaves and 
two fishes, xiv. 13-36: 

§ 54. Discourses on wash- 
ing of hands, clean and 
unclean meats, and other 
Jewish doctrines, xv. 
1-20. 

§ 55. Christ heals the 
daughter of a Canaanite 
woman, xv. 21-28. 

§ 56. Performs several mi- 
racles, xv. 29-31. 

§ 57. Feeds four thousand 
men with seven loaves 
and a few small fishes, 
Xv. 32-39. 

§ 58. Answers those who 
require a sign from hea- 
ven, xvi. 1—4. 

§ 59. Commands his disci- 
ples to beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees, 
which command they 
misunderstand, xvi. 5-12. 


§ 61. Asks his disciples 
whom they suppose him 
to be. Peter answers 
that he is the Messiah, 
which Jesus confirms, 
xvil. 13-20. 

§ 62. Foretells his death 
on the cross, xvi. 21-28. 

§ 63. Is transfigured on a 
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MARK. 


vi. 1-6. 


vi. 14-29. 


vi. 30~—56. 


vil. 1-23. 


vii. 24-30. 


vii. 31-37. 


viii. 1-10. 


viii. 11-13. 


viii. 14-21. 


§ 60. Restores a blind man 


to sight, vill. 22-26. 


vili. 27-30. 


viii. 31—ix. 1. 


LUKE. 


§ 48. Is anointed by a wo- 
man, who had led a sinful 
life, vii. 37-50. 

§ 49. Account of those who 
ministered to Christ on 
his travels, vill. 1-3. 

Perhaps chap. iv. 15-30, 
which I placed No. 24, 
belongs to this article, 
and contains the same 
history, but differently 
related. 


ix. 7-9. 


ix. 10-17. 


ix. 18-21. 


ix. 21-27. 


JOHN. 


§ 52. Account of several 
remarkable transactions 
and discourses at a great 
festival in Jerusalem, 
omitted by the other 
evangelists, chapter v- 
entire. 


vi. entire 


MATTHEW. 


lofty mountain beyond 
the Jordan, xvii. 1-13. 

§ 64. Cures a lunatic, xvii. 
14-21. 

65. Again foretells his 
approaching sufferings, 
SVMs Os 

§ 66. Pays the half shekel 
as tribute for the service 
of the temple, chap. xvii. 
24-27, 

§ 67. His discourses, ocea- 
sioned by the dispute, 
Who was the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven, 
xviii. 1-20. 

§ 68. Answers Peter’s ques- 
tion, how often we must 
forgive, Xviii. 21-35. 


OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. 


MARK. 


ix. 2-13. 


ix. 14-29. 


ix. 30-32. 


ix. 33-50. 


ix. 46-50; xvii. 1-4. 


§ 69-83. Single scattered 
accounts, recorded only 
by St. Luke, some of 
which belong to the three 
or four last months of the 
life of Christ, others to 
an earlier period, and 
which are not arranged 
according to the order of 
time. 

§ 69. Christ is refused the 
offices of hospitality by 
the Samaritans, chap. ix. 
51-56. 

§ 70. Answers the ques- 
tion, Who is our neigh- 
bour, x. 25-37. 

§71. Visits Martha asecond 
time: his discourse re- 
lative to her too anxious 
preparations for table, x. 
38-42. 

§ 72. Teaches his disciples 
to pray, xi. 1-13. 

§ 73. Discourses occasion- 


ed by the request which 
a person present had 
made to Christ, that he 
would command his bro- 
ther to divide with him 
his inheritance, chap. xil. 
13-59. 

§ 74. Discourses occasion- 
ed by Pilate’s having put 
to death several Gali- 
leans, and mingled their 
blood with their sacri- 
fices, xiii. 1-9. 

§ 75 Christ cures on the 
Sabbath-day an infirm 
woman, who was unable 
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JOHN. 


MATTHEW. 


§ 84. Answers the ques- 
tion relative to divorces, 
xix. 1-12. 

§ 85. Takes little children 
into his arms, and blesses 
them; and on this oc- 
casion reproves his dis- 
ciples, xix. 13-15. 

§ 86. Answers a rich young 
man, who asked him 
how he should obtain 
eternal life ; Christ’s im- 
portant discourse on this 
occasion with his disci- 
ples, xix. 16—xx. 16. 

§ 87. Discourses again on 
his approaching death, 
xx. 17-19. 

§ 88. The mother of the 
sons of Zebedee requests 
for them the first rank in 
the kingdom of Christ ; 
Christ’s answer, chap. 
xx. 20-28. 
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x. 13-16, 


x. 17-31. 


x. 32-34. 


x. 35-45, 


LUKE. 


to walk upright, chap. 
xiii. 10-22. 

§ 76. Answers the ques- 
tion, Whether few or 
many will be saved, xiii. 
23-30. 

§ 77. Replies to those who 
desire him to retire be- 
cause Herod sought to 
put him to death, xiii. 
31-35. 

§ 78. Dines with a Pharisee 
on the Sabbath day. His 
actions and discourses on 
that occasion, xiv. entire. 

§ 79. Dines with public- 
ans, and justifies his con- 
duct to those who censure 
him. Acceptation of the 
Gentiles, xv. entire. 

§ 80. On this occasion he 
instructs his disciples in 
the true use of riches, 
and defends his doctrine 
against the Pharisees, 
who deride it, xvi. entire. 

§ 81. His discourse on the 
extraordinary effects of 
faith, xvii. 5-10. 

§ 82. Heals ten lepers, 
of whom the Samaritan 
alone returned thanks, 
Xvi. 11-19. 

§ 83. Answers the ques- 
tion, when the kingdom 
of God should come, xvii. 
20—xvill. 14. 


Xvill. 15-17. 


xvill. 18-30. 


xviii. 31-34. 


JOHN. 


OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. 


MATTHEW. MARK. LUKE. JOHN. 


§ 89-92. Supplement of several events and discourses 
omitted by the three first evangelists, which took 
place especially at Jerusalem, and which belong to 

4 the period between No. 53, and No. 88. 

§ 89. Christ’s actions and 
discourses at Jerusalem, 
at a feast of tabernacles, 
vil. 1—x. 21. 

§ 90. Discourses at Jeru- 
salem, at the festival of 
the dedication of the 
temple, x. 22—42. 

§ 91. Christ raises Lazarus 
from the dead, xi. 1-46. 

§ 92. Returns to Ephraim, 


xi. 54. 
§ 93. Restores two blind 
men to sight, xx. 29-34. x. 46-52. xvili. 35-43. 
§ 94. Visits Zaccheus, xix. 
1-10. 
§ 95. Describes in a para- 
ble the Jews who reject- 
ed him, xix. 11-27. 
§ 96. Christ is anointed 
at Bethany by Mary; 
he defends this action 
against the unjust cen- 
sure of his disciples, and 
particularly of Judas Is- 
cariot, who forms the 
resolution to betray him, 
xxvi. 6-13. xiv. 3-9. xii. 1-8. 
§ 97. Christ’s entry into 
Jerusalem, xxi. 1-11. xi. 1-10. xix. 28-44, xii. 12-19. 


§ 98. He goes as Lord into 

the temple, and again 

drives out the sellers; 

he curses a fig tree, xxi. 

12-22. xi. 11-26. xix. 45-48. 
§ 99. Answers the ques- 

tion, by what power he 

does this, xxi. 23—46. xi. 27—xii. 12. xx. 1-19. 
§ 100. Parable of the ne- 

glected festival of a 

king, xxii. 1-14. 
$101. Answer to the ques- 

tion relative to tribute 

money, Xxil. 15-22. xii. 13-17. xXx. 20-26. 
§ 102. Answers to the ob- 

jection made by the Sad- 

ducees to the resurrec- 

tion of the dead, xxii. 

23-33. xii, 18-27. xx. 27-40. 
§ 103. Answer to the ques- 

tion, Which is the great 

commandment of the 

law? xxii. 34-40. xii. 28-34. 
§ 104. The question pro- 

posed, Whose son the 

Messiahis? xxii. 41-46. xii. 35-37. xx. 41-44. 
§ 105. Discourses against 
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the Pharisees, ch. xxiii. 

entire. xii. 38—40. 

§ 106. Small alms-offering 
of a widow commended, 
xii. 41-44. 

§ 107. Prophecy of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, 
XXly. entire. 

§ 108. Addition to the pre- 
ceding prophecy, found 
only in the Gospel of St. 
Matthew, xxv. 1-30. 

§ 169. Christ answers the 
question relative to the 
last judgment, chap. xxv- 
31-46. 

$110. After the preceding 
discourses were ended, 
he again foretells his ap- 
proaching death, xxvi. 2- 


xiii. entire. 


§ 113. Judas Iscariot pro- 
mises to betray Christ, 
and receives 30 pieces 0 
silver, xxvi. 3-5, 14-16. 

$114. Preparation for the 
feast of the passover, 
Xxvi. 17-19. 


§ 116. He sits down to 
table, and speaks of his 


betrayer, xxvi. 20-25. xxii, 14. 


§ 117. Presents to his 
apostles the cup of the 
passover ; his discourse 
on that occasion, xxii. 


: 15-18. 
§ 118. Institutes the holy 


Supper, xxvi. 26-29. xxii. 19, 20. 


§ 119. After supper, he 
speaks again of his be- 
trayer, xxii. 21-23. 

§ 120. Another dispute 
among the apostles who 
should be the greatest 
in the kingdom of God, 


Xxil. 24-30. 
$121. Christ goes into the 


garden of Gethsemane, 
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JOHN. 


$111. Of the Greeks who 


wished to see Jesus; 
Christ’s discourse on this 
occasion, and the answer 
from heaven, x11. 20-36. 


§ 112. Discourse on the 


infidelity of the Jews, 
after the performance of 
so many miracles, Xii. 
37-50. 


Silas 


§ 115. Christ, before he 


eats the feast of the 
passover, washes the feet 
of his disciples, xiii. 1-20. 


xiii. 21-30. 
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MATTHEW. MARK. 


and foretells to Peter 
that he would deny him, 


xxvi. 30-35. xiv. 26-31. 


§ 123. Prayer that the cup 
might be removed from 
him, xxvi. 36-46. 

§ 124. Christ is taken into 
custody, xxvi. 47-56. 

§ 125. Brought before the 
Sanhedrin, and condemn- 
ed; is denied by Peter, 
xxvi. 57-75. xiv. 53-72. 

§ 126. Christ is led before 
Pilate; Judas hangs him- 
self, xxvii. 1-10. xv. 1. 

§ 127. Christ is accused 
before Pilate, ch. xxvii. 


11-23. xv. 2-14. 
§ 128. Is condemned to 

death, xxvii. 24-31. xv. 15-20. 
§ 129. And crucified, xxvii. 

32-38. xv. 21-28. 
§ 130. Is reviled on the 

cross, XXVli. 39-49. xv. 29-36. 
§132. Extraordinary events 

at the death of Christ, 

xxvii. 50-54. xy. 38-41. 


§ 134. Burial of Christ, 

xxvii. 55-61. xv. 49-47. 

§ 135. Appointment of a 
guard at his sepulchre, 

Xxvil. 62-66. 
§ 136. The women pur- 
chase spices to embalm 
the body of Christ, xvi. 1. 

§ 137. Resurrection of 
Christ, and the first ac- 
counts of it, which are 
brought by the women, 
XXVill. 1-10. xvi. 2-8. 

§ 138. Farther accounts of 
the resurrection, brought 
by Mary Magdalene, who 
sees Christ alone, and is 
commanded to report it 
to the apostles, xvi. 9-11. 

§ 139. The guards bring 
the account to the chief 
priests, and are bribed 
to say that the disciples 

1 


LUKE. 


xxii. 31-38. 


xxii. 39-46. 


xxii. 47-53. - 


xxii. 54-71. 


Xxill. 1. 


Xxiii, 2-22. 
xxiii, 23~25. 
XXill. 26-356. 


Xxiil. 36-43. 


xxi, 44-49, 


xxiii. 50-55. 


xxiil, 56, 


xxiv, 1-12. 


JOHN. 


§ 122. His discourse on the 
way, xili. 31—xvii. 26 


xviii. 1-12 


xvili. 13-28, 


Xvili. 29=—xix. 12, 
xix, 13-16. 
xix. 17-24, 
§ 131. Supplement of se- 
veral facts not recorded 


by the other evangelists, 
xix, 25-30, 


$133. Christ, on examina- 
tion, is found to be al- 
ready dead, and is more- 
over pierced witha spear, 
xix. 31-37. 


xix, 38=42. 


xx. 1-10. 


xx. 11-18 
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had stolen the body, 
xxvii. 11-15. 
§ 140. Christ shows him- 
self alive to the two dis- 
ciples who were going 
to Emmaus, xvi. 12, 13. xxiv. 13-35. 
§ 141. Christ shows him- 
self to the apostles, and 
to several disciples who 
were with them, xvi. 
14-18. xxiv. 36—49. xx. 19-23. 

§ 142. Eight days after, 
he shows himself to the 
eleven apostles, Thomas 
likewise being then pre- 
sent, xx. 24-31. 

§ 143. Christ shows him- 
self to two disciples and 
five apostles at the sea 
of Tiberias. Remarkable 
discourse with Peter and 
John, xxi. entire. 

§ 144. Christ shows him- 
self in Galilee to all his 
disciples, on a mountain 
where Christ had ap- 
pointed them, ch. xxvii. 
16-20. 


— See Ss ''@_—_—0—0_._—0 0 0NSSS_M———nmwm—w—ewvnswwss) 


TABLE II. 


Professor Griesbach, who believed that St. Mark constructed his Gospel from those of Matthew and Luke, 
has drawn up a Harmony of these three evangelists, in which he shows that, 24 verses excepted, the whole 
of St. Mark’s Gospel is contained in those of St. Matthew and St. Luke. His whole scheme in detail may 
be seen in his Synopsis Evang. Matt. Mare: § Luce, 8vo. Hal. 1774. From his Commentationes Theo- 
logice, Dr. Marsh gives the following table, which brings the whole into the narrowest compass. Let it be 
observed that the middle column contains the whole of St. Mark’s Gospel: those to the right and left contain 
the portions of St. Matthew’s Gospel, and St. Luke’s, which correspond to the stated portions of the Gospel 
according to St. Mark. 


MATTHEW. MARK. LUKE. 
iii. 1-4, 22. i. 1--20. 
21-39. iv. 31-44, 
40; iil. 6. v. 12—vi. 11. 
xii. 15, 16. iii. 7-12. 
13-19. vi. 12-16. 
22, 23. 20, 21. 
24-32, 22-30. 
46—50. 31-35. 
Xilil. 1-23. iv. 1-20. 
21-25. viii. 16-18. 
24-30. 26-29. 
oo. 30-32. 
34, 35. $3, 34: 
35-41. 22-25. 
v. 1-43. 26-56. 
53-58. vi. 1-6. 


7-13. ix. 1-6. 
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a 


MATTHEW. MARK. LUKE. 


pte cle unre mei mapas | Set SSD apelin 
xiv. 1, 2. 14-16. 7-9. 
3-12. 17-29. 
30, 31. 10. 
xiv. 13-21. 32-44. 11-17. 
22-—xvi. 12. 45-viii. 21. 
: Vill. 22-26. 
Xvi. 13—xvili. 9. ; 27-ix. 50. 18-51. 
xix. 1-12. x. 1-12. 
13-—xxill. 1. 13-xii. 37. XVili. 15—xx. 44. 
‘ xii. 38—44. xx. 45—-xxi. 4. 
Xxiv. 1-36. xii. 1-32. xxi. 5, seq. 
ee 33-37. 
XxXvl. 1—xxviii. 8. xiv. 1—xvi. 8. 
xxiv. 10-35. 
36-43. 
XXVili. 18-20. 
50-51. 


See Dr. Marsh’s Origin of the three first Gospels, p. 180. 
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TABLE III. 


The following 42 sections, extracted from Eichhorn by Dr. Marsh, contain such transactions as are com- 


mon to the three former evangelists: St. Mark and St. Luke having precisely the same arrangement. 


section 19 to the end, St. Matthew’s arrangement is the same with that of Mark and Luke; but he has 


arranged the subjects contained in the 18 first sections in a different manner. 


Luke ix. 37-43. 
. Christ foretells his death, Matt. xvii. 22, 23; Mark ix. 30-32; Luke ix 43-45. 


wo 0 
DO 


to be obtained? Matt. xix. 13-30; Mark x. 13-31; Luke xviii. 15-30. 
. Christ again foretells his death, Matt. xx. 17-19; Mark x. 32-34; Luke xviii. 31-34. 
. Blind men at Jericho restored to sight, Matt. xx. 29-34; Mark x. 46-52; Luke xviii. 35-43. 
1 677 


§ 1. John the Baptist, Mark i. 2-8; Luke iii. 1-18; Matt. iii. 1-12. 

§ 2. Baptism of Christ, Mark i. 9-11; Luke iii. 21, 92; Matt. iii. 13-17. 

§ 3. Temptation of Christ, Mark i. 12, 13; Luke iv. 1-13; Matt. iv. 1-11. 

§ 4. Christ’s return to Galilee, and arrival at Capernaum, Mark i. 14; Luke iv. 14; Matt. iv. 12, 13. 

§ 5. Cure of Peter’s mother-in-law, Mark i. 29-34; Luke iv. 38-41; Matt. vill. 14-17. 

§ 6. Cure of a leper, Mark i. 40-45: Luke v. 12-16; Matt. viii. 2-4. 

§ 7. Cure of a person afflicted with the palsy, Mark ii. 1-12; Luke v. 17-26; Matt. ix. 1-8. 

§ 8. Call of St. Matthew, Mark ii. 13-22; Luke v. 27-39; Matt. ix. 9-17. 

§ 9. Christ goes with his disciples through the corn-fields, Mark ii. 23-28; Luke vi. 1-5; Matt. xii. 1-8. 

§ 10. Cure of a withered hand, Mark iii. 1-6; Luke vi. 6-11; Matt. xii. 9-15. 

§ 11. Preparation for the Sermon on the Mount, Mark iii. 7-19; Luke vi. 12-16; Matt. iv. 23-25. 

§ 12. Confutation of the opinion that Christ casts out devils by the assistance of Beelzebub, Mark iii. 20-30 ; 
Matt. xii. 22-45 (perhaps formerly Luke also.) 

§ 13. Arrival of the mother and brethren of Christ, Mark ili. 31-35; Luke viii. 19-21; Matt. xii. 46-50. 

§ 14. Parable of the sower, Mark iv. 1-34; Luke viii. 4-18; Matt. xiii. 1-34. 

§ 15. Christ crosses the sea, and undergoes a storm, Mark iv. 35-41; Luke viii. 22-25 ; Matt. viii. 18-27. 

§ 16. Transactions in the country of the Gadarenes, Mark v. 1-20; Luke viii. 26-39 ; Matt. vill. 28-34. 

§ 17. The daughter of Jairus restored to life, Mark v. 21-43; Luke viii. 40-56; Matt. ix. 18-26. 

§ 18. Christ sends out the twelve apostles, Mark vi. 7-13; Luke ix. 1-6; Matt. x. 1-42. 

§ 19. The fame of Christ reaches the court of Herod, Matt. xiv. 1-12; Mark vi. 14-29; Luke ix. 7-9. 

§ 20. Five thousand men fed, Matt. xiv. 13-21; Mark vi. 30-44; Luke ix. 10-17. 

§ 21. Acknowledgment of the apostles that Christ is the Messiah, Matt. xvi. 13-28; Mark viii. 27; ix. 1; 
Luke ix. 18-27. 

§ 22. Transfiguration of Christ on the mount, Matt. xvi. 1-10; Mark ix. 2-9; Luke ix. 28-36. 

§ 23. Christ cures a demoniac whom his apostles were unable to cure, Matt. xvii. 14-21; Markix. 14-29; 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 
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. Dispute among the disciples about precedence, Matt. xvili. 1-5 ; Mark ix. 33-37; Luke ix. 46-48. 
. Christ blesses children who are brought to him, and answers the question by what means salvation is 


HARMONIZED TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE FOUR GOSPELS. 


. Christ’s public entry into Jerusalem, Matt. xxi. 1-11; Mark xi. 1-10; Luke xix. 29-44. 
. Christ expels the buyers and sellers from the temple, Matthew xxi. 12-14; Mark xi. 15-17; Luke 


xix. 45, 46. 


. Christ called to account by the chief priests and elders for teaching publicly in the temple ; he answers 


them, and then delivers a parable, Matt. xxi. 23-27, 33-46 ; Mark xi. 27; xii. 12; Luke xx. 1-19. 


. On the tribute to Cesar, and marriage with a brother’s widow, Matt. xxii. 15-33 ; Mark xii. 13-34; 


Luke xx. 20-40. 


. Christ’s discourse with the Pharisees relative to the Messiah being called Lord, by David, Matt. xxii. 


41-46; Mark xii. 35-37; Luke xx. 41-44. 


. The Pharisees censured by Christ, Matt. xxiii. 1, &c.; Mark xii. 38-40; Luke xx. 45-47. 
. Christ foretells the destruction of Jerusalem, Matt. xxiv. 1-36; Mark xiii. 1-36; Luke xxi. 5-36. 


Prelude to the account of Christ’s passion, Matt. xxvi. 1-5; Mark xiv. 1, 2; Luke xxii. 1, 2. 
P 


. Bribery of Judas, and the celebration of the passover, Matt, xxvi. 14-29 ; Mark xiv. 10-25; Luke 


XXil. 3-23. 


. Christ goes to the Mount of Olives, Matt. xxvi. 30-46; Mark xiv. 26-42; Luke xxii. 39-46. ~ 
. He is seized by a guard from the chief priests, Matt. xxvi. 47-58 ; Mark xiv. 43-54 ; Luke xxl. 47-55. 
. Peter’s denial of Christ, &c., Matt. xxvi. 69; xxvii. 19; Mark xiv. 66; xv. 10; Luke xxii. 56; 


Xxili. 17. 


. The crucifixion and death of Christ, Matt. xxvii. 20-66; Mark xv. 11-47; Luke xxiii. 18-56 
. The resurrection, Matt. xxviii. 1, &c.; Mark xvi. 1, &c.; Luke xxiv. 1, &c. 


See Dr, Marsh’s Origin of the three first Gospels, p, 193. 


TABLE IV. 


The following table represents the passages in our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, contained in Matt. v., vi., 
and vii., which are found in word ar substance in the Gospel according to Luke, in the parallel passages here 
noted in a collateral column. 


MATTHEW. LICE. 
v. 3-6. vi. 20,21. 
11, 12. 22, 23: 

15. Sioos 
18. 0-4 eign bese 
25, 26. xii. 58, 59 
32 xvi. 18 
39-42. vi. 29, 30 
44. 27, 28, 
45. 35 
46, 47, 32, 33, 
48. 36 
vi. 9-13. xi. 2-4 
29-21. xii. 33, 34, 
22, 23 xi. 34-36 
24 xvi. 13 
25-33, xii, 22-31, 
vii. 1-5, vi, 37-42, 
I-11, xi. 9-13, 
12. vi. 31, 
13. xiii, 24, 
16-21, vi. 48-46, 
22, 23, Xili. 25-27, 
24-27. vi. 47-49. 


See Dr. Marsh’s Origin of the three first Gospels, p. 400. 


Finished correction, Nov. 24, 1831.—A. C, 
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PSHE book of the ACTS OF THE APOSTLES forms the jifth, and last, of the historical books of the 

New Testament. And on this account it has been generally placed at the end of the four Gospels ; 
though in several MSS. and versions it is found at the end of St. Paul’s Epistles, as many circumstances in 
them are referred to by the narrative contained in this book, which is carried down almost to the apostle’s death. 

This book has had a variety of names: Hpagere tov Aroctodwy, the Res Geste, Acts or Transactions of 
the Apostles, is the title it bears in the Coder Beze. Upagere twv ‘Ayiwv AtootoAwr, The Acts of the Holy 
Apostles, is its title in the Codex Alexandrinus, and several others ; as well as in several of the ancient ver- 
sions, and in the Greek and Latin fathers. One or other form of the above title is followed by almost all the 
editors of the Greek Testament, and translators and commentators in general. By some it has been reckoned 
a fifth Gospel; and by Ccumenius it is termed, The Gospel of the Holy Spirit; and by St. Chrysostom, 
To BiGasov, Aroderéte avaotacews, The Book, The Demonstration of the Resurrection. ‘These two last cha- 
racters are peculiarly descriptive of its contents. All the promises which Christ gave of the gifts and graces 
of the Holy Spirit are shown here to have been fulfilled in the most eminent manner ; and, by the effusion of 
the Holy Spirit, the resyrrection of our blessed Lord has been fully demonstrated. The calling of the Gen- 
tiles is another grand point which is here revealed and illustrated. This miracle of miracles, as one terms 
it, which had been so frequently foretold by the prophets and by Christ himself, is here exhibited; and by 
this grand act of the power and goodness of God the Christian Church has been founded, and thus the taber- 
nacle and kingdom of God have been immutably established among men. It is truly a fifth Gospel, as it 
contains the glad tidings of peace and salvation to the whole Gentile world. 

All antiquity is unanimous in ascribing this book to St. Luke as the author; and, from the commencement 
of it, we see plainly that it can be attributed to no other; and it seems plain that St. Luke intended it as a 
continuation of his Gospel, being dedicated to Theophilus, to whom he had dedicated the former ; and to 
which, in the introduction to this, he expressly refers: indeed he has taken up the narrative, in this book. 
precisely in the place where he had dropped it in the other : The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, 
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which he was taken up, &c.; and from this we 
may form a safe conjecture, that the two books were written at no greater a distance from each other than the 
time of the Iast occurrence recorded in this book. Some have supposed that this book was written from 
Alexandria ; but this does not appear to be probable. The conjecture of Michaelis is much more likely, viz. 
that it was written from Rome, at which place St. Luke mentions his arrival, in company with St. Paul, 
shortly before the close of the book. See Acts xxviii. 16. 

Though the time in which the book of the Acts was written is not recorded, yet the same writer observes 
that, as it is continued to the end of the second year of St. Paul’s imprisonment, it could not have been written 
before the year 63; and, had it been written after that year, it is reasonable to conclude that it would have 
related some farther particulars relative to St. Paul; or would at least have mentioned the event of his 
imprisonment, in which the reader is so much interested. This argument seems conclusive, in reference to 
the date of this book. 

St. Luke’s long attendance upon St. Paul, and his having been himself eye-witness to many of the facts 
which he has recorded, independently of his Divine inspiration, render him a most respectable and credible 
historian. His medical knowledge, for he is allowed to have been a physician, enabled him, as Professor 
Michaelis has properly observed, both to form a proper judgment of the miraculous cures which were per- 
formed by St. Paul, and to give an account and authentic detail of them. It is worthy also of observation 
that St. Luke himself does not appear to have possessed the gift of miraculous healing. Though there can 
be no doubt that he was with St. Paul when shipwrecked at Malta, yet he was not concerned in healing the 
father of Publius the governor ; nor of the other sick persons mentioned Acts xxviii. 8, 9. These were all 

679 


PREFACE TO THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


healed by the prayers of St. Paul, and the imposition of his hands, and consequently miraculously ; nor do we 
find any evidence that St. Luke was ever employed in this way. This is another proof of the wisdom of 
God: had the physician been employed to work miracles of healing, the excellence of the power would have 
been attributed to the shill of the man, and not to the power of his Maker. 

The Acts of the Apostles have been generally considered in the light of a Church History, and, conse- 
quently, the first ecclesiastical history on record ; but Professor Michaelis very properly contends that it can- 
not have been intended as a general history of the Christian Church, even for the period of time it embraces, 
as it passes by all the transactions of the Church at Jerusalem, after the conversion of St. Paul ; the propaga- 
tion of Christianity in Egypt; Paul’s journey into Arabia; the state of Christianity at Babylon ; mes Peter we 
13 ;) the foundation of the Christian Church at Rome; several of St. Paul’s voyages; his thrice suffering 
shipwreck, &c., &c. See more particulars in Lardner and Michaelis. J 

The object of St. Luke appears to have been twofold; 1. To relate in what manner the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit were communicated on the day of pentecost, and the subsequent miracles performed by the apos 
tles, by which the truth of Christianity was confirmed. 2. To deliver such accounts as proved the claim of 
the Gentiles to admission into the Church of Christ; a claim disputed by the Jews, especially at the time 
when the Acts of the Apostles were written. Hence we see the reason why he relates, chap. viii., the 
conversion of the Samaritans ; and chap. x., xi., the story of Cornelius, and the determination of the council 
in Jerusalem relative to the Levitical law; and for the same reason he is more diffuse in his account of St. 
Paul’s conversion, and his preaching to the Gentiles, than he is on any other subject. In such a restricted 
manner has St. Luke compiled his history, that Michaelis is of opinion that it was the intention of this 
apostle to record only those facts which he had either seen himself, or heard from eye witnesses. Introduct. 
vol. v. p. 326, &c. 

The book of the Acts has been uniformly and universally received by the Christian Church in all places 
and ages: it is mentioned and quoted by almost every Christian writer, and its authenticity and importance 
universally admitted. Arator, a subdeacon in the Church at Rome, in the sixth century, turned it into verse. 
In ancient times, personal history and important transactions, in most nations, were generally thus preserved ; 
as the facts, through the medium of verse, could be the more easily committed to memory. 

St. Luke’s narration bears every evidence of truth and authenticity. It is not a made up history. The 
language and manner of every speaker are different; and the same speaker is different in his manner, accord- 
ing to the audience he addresses. The speeches of Stephen, Peter, Cornelius, Tertullus, and Paul, are all dif- 
ferent, and such as we might naturally expect from the characters in question, and the circumstances in which 
they were at the time of speaking. St. Paul’s speeches are also suited to the occasion, and to the persons be- 
fore whom he spoke. When his audience was heathen, though he kept the same end steadily in view, yet how 
different is his mode of address from that used when before a Jewish audience! Several of these peculiari- 
ties, which constitute a strong evidence of the authenticity of the work, shall be pointed out in the notes. See 
some good remarks on this head, in Michaelis’ Introduction, ubi supra. 

As St, Luke has not annexed any date to the transactions he records, it is not a very easy matter to adjust 
the chronology of the Acts ; but, as in some places he refers to political facts, the exact times of which are 
well known, the dates of several transactions in his narrative may be settled with considerable accuracy. It 
is well known, for instance, that the famine mentioned chap. xi. 29, 30, happened in the fourth year of the 
Emperor Claudius, which answers to the forty-fourth of the Christian era. From facts of this nature, dates 
may be derived with considerable accuracy; all such dates are carefully noted at the top of the column, as 
in the preceding parts of this Commentary; and the chronology is adjusted in the best manner possible. In 
some cases, conjecture and probability are the only lights by which this obscure passage can be illuminated. 
The dates of the commencement and the end of the book are tolerably certain; as the work certainly begins 
with the twenty-ninth year of the Christian era, chap, i. and ii., and ends probably with the sixty-third, chap. 
Xxviil. 30. 

In the book of the Acts we see how the Church of Christ was formed and settled. The apostles simply 
proclaim the truth of God relative to the passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ ; and God accom- 
panies their testimony with the demonstration of his Spirit. What was the consequence t Thousands acknow- 
ledge the truth, embrace Christianity, and openly profess it at the most imminent risk of their lives. The 
change is not a change of merely one religious sentiment or mode of worship for another; but a change of 
tempers, passions, prospects, and moral conduct. All before was earthly, or animal, or devilish; or all these 
together ; but now all is Aoly, spiritual, and Divine: the heavenly influence becomes extended, and nations 
are born unto God. And how was all this brought about? Not by might nor power: not by the sword, nor 
by secuiar authority ; not through worldly motives and prospects ; not by pious frauds or cunning craftiness ; 
not by the force of persuasive eloquence ; in a word, by nothing but the sole influence of truth itself, attested 
to the heart by the power of the Holy Ghost. Wherever religious frauds and secular influence have been 
used to found or support a Church, professing itself to be Christian, there, we may rest assured, is the fullest 
evidence that that Church is wholly antichristian; and where such a Church, possessing secular power, has 
endeavoured to support itself by persecution, and persecution unto privation of goods, of liberty, and of life, it 
not only shows itself to be antichristian, but also diabolic. The religion of Christ stands in no need either of 
human cunning or power, At is the religion of God, and is to be propagated by his power: this the book of 
the Acts fully shows ; oa ii it we find the true model, after which every Christian Church should be builded. 
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As far as any Church can show that it has followed this model, so far it is holy and apostolic. And when 
all Churches or congregations of people professing Christianity, shall be founded and regulated according to 
the doctrines and discipline laid down in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, then the aggregate body may 
be justly called, The Holy, Apostolic, and Catholic Church. 

The simplicity of the primitive Christian worship, as laid down in the book of the Acts, is worthy of parti- 
cular notice and admiration. Here are no expensive ceremonies: no apparatus calculated merely to impress 
the senses, and produce emotions in the animal system, “ to help,” as has been foolishly said, “ the spirit of 
devotion.” The heart is the subject in which this spirit of devotion is kindled; and the Spirit of Gop alone 
is the agent that communicates and maintains the celestial fire ; and God, who knows and searches that heart; 
is the object of its adoration, and the only source whence it expects the grace that pardons, sanctifies, and ren- 
ders it happy. No strange fire can be brought to this altar: for the God of the Christians can be worshipped 
only in spirit and truth; the truth revealed, directing the worship ; and the Spirit given, applying that truth, 
and giving life and energy to every faculty and power. Thus God was worshipped in his own way, and through 
his own power ; every religious act, thus performed, was acceptable to him; the praises of his followers rose 
up as incense before the throne, and their prayers were heard and answered. As they had but one God, so 
they had but one Mediator between God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ. They received him as the gift of 
God’s eternal love ; sought and found redemption in his blood ; and, in a holy and useful life, showed forth the 
virtues of Him who had called them from darkness into his marvellous light; for no profession of faith was 
then considered of any worth that was not supported by that love to God and man which is the fulfilling of the 
law, which is the life and soul of obedience to the Divine testimonies, and the ceaseless spring of benevolence 
and humanity. This is the religion of Jesus Christ, as laid down and exemplified in this blessed book. 


“Ye different sects, who all declare, 
Lo! Curist is here, and Curist is there, 
Your stronger proofs divinely give, 
And show me where the Christians lwe.” 


: 


THE 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 


Usherian year of the world, 4033.—Alexandrian era of the world, 5531.—Antiochian year of the world 
5521.—Constantinopolitan year of the world, 5537.—Year of the era of the Seleucide, 341.—Year of 
the Spanish era, 67.—Year of the Christian wera, 29.—Year of the Paschal Cycle, 30.—Year of the 
Jewish Cycle, 11.—Golden Number, 8.—Solar Cycle, 10.—Dominical Letter, B.—Jewish Passover, 
April 15.—Epact, 20.—yYear of the reign of the Emperor Tiberius Cesar, 18.—Year of the CCII. 
Olympiad, 1.—Year of Rome, 782.—Consuls, from Jan. 1, to July 1, L. Rubellius Geminus, and C. R 


fius Geminus ; and, for the remainder of the year, Aulus Plautius and L. Nonius Asprenas. 


For an explanation of these eras, see the Advertisement prefixed to the Comment on the Gospel of St 


Matthew. 


CHAPTER I. 


St. Luke’s prologue, containing a repetition of Christ’s history from his passion till his ascension, 1-9. Re- 


markable circumstances in the ascension, 10, 11. 
employment there, 12-14. 


The return of the disctples to Jerusalem, and their 


Peter’s discourse concerning the death of Judas Iscariot, 15-20, and the ne- 
cessity of choosing another apostle in his place, 21, 22. 


Barnabas and Matthias being set apart by prayer, 


the apostles having given their votes, Matthias is chosen to succeed Judas, 23-26. 


are naa HE former treatise have I made, 
oe » O * Theophilus, of all that Je- 
_ _—_. sus began both to do and teach, 


2 » Until the day in which he was taken up, 
after that he, through the Holy Ghost, °¢ had 


a Luke i. 3.——» Mark xvi. 19; Luke ix. 51; xxiv. 51; ver. 
9; 1 Tim. iii. 16. © Matt. xxviii.19; Mark xvi. 15; John xx. 


given commandments unto the A, M 4033. 
apostles whom he had chosen: An, Olymp. 


38 2To whom also he showed 
himself alive after his passion by many infalli- 
ble proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 


21; chap. x. 41, 42.——4 Mark xvi. 14; Luke xxiv. 36; John xx. 
19, 26; xxi. 1, 14; 1 Cor. xv. 5. 


NOTES ON €HAP. I. 

Verse 1. The former treatise] The Gospel accord- 
ing to Luke, which is here most evidently intended. 

O Theophilus] See the note on Luke i. 3. 

To do and teach] These two words comprise his 
miracles and sermons. ‘This introduction seems to 
intimate that, as he had already in his Gospel given an 
account of the life and actions of our Lord, so in this 
second treatise he was about to give an account of the 
lives and acts of some of the chief apostles, such as 
Peter and Paul. 

Verse 2. After that he, through the Holy Ghost, 
&c.] This clause has been variously translated : the 
simple meaning seems to be this—that Christ com- 
municated the Holy Spirit to his disciples, after his 
resurrection, as he had not done before. In Luke 
xxiv. 45, it is said that he opened their understanding, 
that they might understand the Scriptures; and in 
John xx. 22, that he breathed on them, and said, re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. Previously to this, we may 
suppose that the disciples were only on particular 
occasions made fartakers of the Holy Spirit ; but from 
this time it is probable that they had a measure of this 


them. By this they were not only able to proclaim 
the truth, but to discern the meaning of all the Old 
Testament Scriptures which referred to Christ ; and 
to appoint whatever rites or ordinances were neces- 
sary for the establishment of his Church. There were 
many things which the apostles said, did, and decreed, 
for which they had no verbal instructions from our 
Lord, at least, none that are recorded in the Gospels ; 
we may therefore conclude that these were suggested 
to them by that Holy Spirit which now became resi- 
dent in them, and that it is to this that St. Luke refers 
in this verse, After that he, through the Holy Ghost, 
had given commandments unto the apostles. 

Verse 3. To whom—he showed himself alive—by 
many infallible proofs] Woddore texunptowe; by many 
proofs of such a nature, and connected with such cir- 
cumstances, as to render them indubitadle ; for this 
is the import of the Greek word texunpiov. The 
proofs were such as these: 1. Appearing to several 
different persons at different times. 2. His eating and 
drinking with them. 3. His meeting them in Galilee 
according to his own appointment. 4, His subjecting 
his body to be touched and handled by them. 5. His 


supernatural light and power constantly resident in, instructing them in the nature and doctrines of his 
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Christ promises the baptism 


4M. 4033. speaking of the things pertaining to 
seen the kingdom of God: 

= 4 *And, ‘being assembled to- 
gether with them, commanded them that they 
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father, * which, saith 
he, ye have heard of me. 


¢ Luke xxiv. 43, 49.— Or, eating together with them.—8 Luke 
xxiv. 49; John xiv. 16, 26, 27 ; xv, 263 xvi. 7; chap. ii. 33. 


kingdom. 6. His appearing to upwards of five hun- 
dred persons at once, 1 Cor. xv. 6. And, 7. Continu- 
ing these public manifestations of himself for forty days. 

The several appearances of Jesus Christ, during the 
forty days of his sojourning with his disciples, between 
his resurrection and ascension, are thus enumerated by 
Bishop Pearce: The first was to Mary Magdalene, 
and the other Mary, Matt. xxviii. 1-9. The second, 
to the two disciples on their way to Emmaus, Luke 
xxiv. 15. he third, to Simon Peter, Luke xxiv. 
34. The fourth, to ten of the apostles, Thomas being 
absent, Luke xxiv. 36, and John xx. 19. (All these 
four appearances took place on the day of his resur- 
rection.) The fifth was to the eleven disciples, 
Thomas being then with them, John xx. 26. The 
sixth, to seven of the apostles in Galilee, at the sea 
of Tiberias, John xxi. 4. The seventh, to James, 1 
‘Cor. xv. 7, most probably in Jerusalem, and when 
Jesus gave an order for all his apostles to assemble 
together, as in Actsi. 4. The eighth, when they were 
assembled together, and when he led them unto 
Bethany, Luke xxiv. 50, from whence he ascended 
to heaven. But see the note on John xxi. 14, for 
farther particulars. 

Pertaining to the kingdom of God] Whatever con- 
cerned the doctrine, discipline, and establishment of the 
Christian Church. 

Verse 4. And, being assembled together] Instead 
of cvvadtfousvoc, being assembled together, several 
good MSS. and versions read ovvavaifouevoc, living 
or eating together, which refers the conversation re- 
ported here to some particular time, when he sat at 
meat, with his disciples. See Mark xvi. 14; Luke 
xxiv. 41-44. See the margin. But probably the 
common reading is to be preferred ; and the meeting 
on a mountain of Galilee is what is here meant. 

The promise of the Father) The Hory Spirit, 
which indeed was the grand promise of the New 
Testament, as Jesus Curist was of the Old. And as 
Christ was the grand promise of the Old Testament, 
during the whole continuance of the old covenant ; so 
is the Holy Ghost, during the whole continuance of 
the new. As every pious soul that believed in the 
coming Messiah, through the medium of the sacrifices 
offered up under the law, was made a partaker of the 
merit of his death, so every pious soul that believes in 
Christ crucified is made a partaker of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus, as the benefit of the death of Christ extended 
from the foundation of the world till his coming in the 
flesh, as well as after, so the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit has been, and will be continued through the 
whole lapse of time, till his coming again to judge the 
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CHAP. I. 


of the Holy Spi it. 


5 » For John truly baptized with 4, M. 4038. 
water ; ‘but ye shall be baptized i 
with the Holy Ghost not imeny 
days hence. 

6 When they therefore were come together, 
they asked of him, saying, * Lord, wilt thou at 
this time, ! restore again the kingdom to Israel? 


h Matt. iii. 11; chap. xi. 16; xix.4.—1 Joeliii. 18; chap. i1. 4; 
xi. 15.— Matt. xxiv. 3.—! Isa. 1.26; Dan. vii. 27 ; ‘Amos ix. 1 


world. It is by this Spirit that sin is made known, 
and by it the blood of the covenant is applied; and 
indeed, without this, the want of salvation cannot be 
discovered, nor the value of the blood of the covenant 
duly estimated. How properly do we still pray, and 
how necessary is the prayer, ‘* Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord! neers — 
Communion Seruieds 

Ye have heard of me.| In his particular conversa- 
tions with his disciples, such as those related John 
xiv. 16-26. xv. 26; xvi. 7-15 ; to which passages, 
and the notes on them the reader is requested to refer : 
but it is likely that our Lord alludes more particularly 
to the conversation he had with them on one of the 
mountains of Galilee. 

Verse 5. Ye shall be baptized unth the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence.| This must refer to some con- 
versation that is not distinctly related by the evan- 
gelists; as these identical words do not occur in any 
of the preceding histories. The Codex Beze reads 
this passage thus: but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, which ye shall receive not many days 
hence. John baptized with water, which was a sign 
of penitence, in reference to the remission of sin; but 
Christ baptizes with the Holy Ghost, for the destruc- 
tion of sin, the illumination of the mind, and the con- 
solation of the heart. John’s baptism was in reference 
to the spiritual kingdom ; but Christ’s baptism estab- 
lished and maintained that kingdom. From this pas- 
sage we may also learn that baptism does not always 
mean being plunged or immersed in water ; for as this 
promise most evidently refers to the communication of 
the Holy Spirit on the following pentecost, and then 
he sat upon each as a cloven tongue of fire, this cer- 
tainly has more affinity to sprinkling than to plunging. 
However, the mode of administering the sign is of very 
little consequence; and which is the best mode is 
exceedingly dubious: the stress should be laid on 
receiving the thing signified—the Holy Ghost, to sJlw- 
minate, regenerate, refine, and purify the heart. With 
this, sprinkling or immersion are equally efficient : 
without this, both are worth nothing. 

Verse 6. When they therefore were come together) 
It is very likely that this is to be understood of their 
assembling on one of the mountains of Galilee, and 
there meeting our Lord. 

At this time restore again the kingdom] That the 
disciples, in common with the Jews, expected the 
Messiah’s kingdom to be at least in part secular, I have 
often had occasion to note. In this opinion they con- 
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Christ promises the baptism THE 


A. M. 4033. : m’ Te 
A.D 29©~=©— 7 And he said unto them, ™ It is 


An. Olymp. not for you to know the times or the 
oelt! seasons which the Father hath put 
in his own power: 

8 "But ye shall receive ° power, ? after that 


m Matt. xxiv. 36; Mark xiii. 32; 1 Thess. v. 1. 4 Ch. ii. 1, 4. 
© Or, the power of the Holy Ghost coming upon you. 


tinued less or more till the day of pentecost ; when the 
mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit taught them the 
spiritual nature of the kingdom of Christ. The king- 
dom had now for a considerable time been taken away 
from Israel; the Romans, not the Israelites, had the 
government. The object of the disciples’ question 
seems to have been this: to gain information, from 
their all-knowing Master, whether the time was now 
fully come, in which the Romans should be thrust out, 
and Israel made, as formerly, an independent kingdom. 
But though the verb aroxafictavew signifies to rein- 
state, to renew, to restore to a former state or master, 
of which numerous examples occur in the best Greek 
writers, yet it has also another meaning, as Schoetigen 
has here remarked, viz. of ending, abolishing, blotting 
out: so Hesychius says, axoxatactacic is the same as 
Tedeworc, finishing, making an end of a thing. And 
Mippocrates, Aph. vi. 49, uses it to signify the termi- 
nation of a disease. On this interpretation the disci- 
ples may be supposed to ask, having recollected our 
Lord’s prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the whole Jewish commonwealth, Lord, Wilt thou at 
this time destroy the Jewish commonwealth, which op- 
poses thy truth, that thy kingdom may be set up over 
all the land? This interpretation agrees well with all 
the parts of our Lord’s answer, and with all circum- 
stances of the disciples, of time, and of place; but, 
still, the first is most probable. 

Verse 7. The times or the seasons] Xpovove 7 Kat- 
povc. Times here may signify any large portion of a 
period, era, or century—such as an Olympiad, lustrum 
or year; and seasons, the particular part, season, or 
opportunity in that period, &c., in which it might be 
proper to do any particularswork. God has not only 
fixed the great periods in which he will bring about 
those great revolutions which his wisdom, justice, and 
mercy have designed, but he leaves himself at full 
liberty to choose those particular portions of such pe- 
riods as may be best for the accomplishment of those 
purposes. Thus God is no necessary agent—every 
thing is put in his own power, ev Ty wie efovoia, under 
his control and authority ; nor will he form decrees of 
which he must become the necessary executor. The 
infinite liberty of acting or not acting, as wisdom, jus- 
tice, and goodness shall see best, is essential to God; 
nor can there be a point in the whole of his eternity 
in which he must be the necessary agent of a fixed 
and unalterable fate. Infinite, eternal liberty to act 
or not to act, to create or not create, to destroy or not 
destroy, belongs to God alone ; and we must take care 
how we imagine decrees, formed even by his own pre- 
science, in reference to futurity, which his power is 
from the moment of their conception laid under the 
necessity of performing. In every point of time and 
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and 4 ye shall be witnesses unto me An, Olymp. 
; 3 CIf.1. 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 

the earth. 


P Luke xxiv. 49.——9 Luke xxiv. 48; John xv. 27; ver. 22; ch. 
li. 32. 


eternity, God must be free to act or not to act, as may 
seem best to his godly wisdom. 

Verse 8. But ye shall receive power] Anieobe dvva~ 
pv. ‘Translating different terms of the original by the 
same English word is a source of misapprehension and 
error. We must not understand dvvauic, which we 
translate power in this verse, as we do efovova, trans 
lated by the same word in the preceding verse. In 
the one, God’s infinite authority over all times and 
seasons, and his uncompellable liberty of acting or not 
acting in any given case, are particularly pointed out : 
in the other, the energy communicated by him to his 
disciples, through which they were enabled to work 
miracles, is particularly intended ; and dvvapcc, in gene- 
ral, signifies such power, and is sometimes put for thaé 
of which it is the cause, viz. a miracle. See Matt. 
Vil. 22; xi. 20-23; xin. 54, 58; Mark vi. 5; Luke 
x. 13; and Acts ii. 22. The disciples were to be 
made instruments in the establishment of the kingdom 
of Christ; but this must be by the energy of the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven; nevertheless, this 
energy would be given in such times and seasons, and 
in such measures, as should appear best to the infinite 
wisdom of God. Christ does not immediately answer 
the question of the disciples, as it was a point savour- 
ing too much of mere curiosity ; but he gave them such 
information as was calculated to bring both their faith 
and hope into action. St. Chrysostom has well ob- 
served, “that it is the prerogative of an instructer to 
teach his disciple, not what he wishes to learn, but 
what his master sees best for him :” Acdackadov tovto 
cote fn & Bovderar 6 pabntn¢, AAW & cvudeper paberr, 
didacketv, 

Ye shall be witnesses—in all Judea, &e.] Though 
the word earth, 7 yn, is often used to denote Judea 
alone, yet here, it is probable, it is to be taken in its 
largest extent. All the inhabitants of the globe might 
at that period be considered divisible into three classes. 
1. The Jews, who adhered to the law of Moses, and 
the prophetic writings ; worshipping the true God only, 
and keeping up the temple service, as prescribed in 
their law. 2. The Samarirans, a mongrel people, 
who worshipped the God of Israel in connection with 
other gods, 2 Kings xvii. 5, &c., and who had no kind 
of religious connection with the Jews. See on Matt. 
x. 5. And, 3. The Genrizes, the heathens through 
all other parts of the world, who were addicted to 
idolatry alone, and had no knowledge of the true God. 
By the terms in the text we may see the extent to 
which this commission of instruction and salvation was 
designed to reach: to the Jews; to the Samaritans, 
and the uttermost part of the earth, i. e. to the Gentile 
nations: thus, to the whole human race the Gospel of 
the kingdom was to be proclaimed. When the twelve 
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Account of our Lord’s ascension. 


gh ng 9 *And when’ he had spoken 


As One these things, while they beheld, * he 
was taken up; anda cloud received 
him out of their sight. 

10 “ And while they looked steadfastly to- 
ward heaven as he went up, behold, two men 
stood by them tin white apparel ; 

11 Which also said, "Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
¥ shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven. 


r Luke xxiv. 51; John vi. 62.——= Ver. 2. t Matt. xxviii. 3 ; 
Mark xvi. 5; Luke xxiv. 4; John xx. 12; chap. x. 3,30. Ch. 
Dect xill. 3h, ¥ Dan. vii. 13; Matt. xxiv. 30; Mark x11. 26 ; 
Luke xxi. 27; John xiv. 3; 1 Thess. i. 10; iv. i6; 2 Thess. i. 


disciples were sent out to preach, Matt. x. 5, their 
commission was very limited—they were not to go in 
the way of the Gentiles, nor enter into any city of the 
Samaritans, but preach the Gospel to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel: but here their commission is 
enlarged, for they are to go into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. See Matt. 
XXviil. 18 

Verse 9. He was taken up] He was speaking face 
to face with them, and while they beheld he was taken 
up; he began to ascend to heaven, and they continued 
to look after him till @ cloud received him out of their 
sight—till he had ascended above the region of the 
clouds, by the density of which all farther distinct vision 
was prevented. These circumstances are very remark- 
able, and should be carefully noted. They render in- 
supportable the theory that states, “that our Lord did 
not ascend to heaven; that his being taken up signifies 
his going into some mountain, the top of which was 
covered with clouds, or thick vapours; and that the 
two men in white garments were two priests, or Le- 
vites, who simply informed the disciples of his revisit- 
ing them again at some future time.” One would 
suppose that an opinion of this kind could hardly ever 
obtain credit among people professing Christianity ; 
and yet it is espoused by some men of considerable 
learning and ingenuity. But the mere letter of the 
text will be ever sufficient for its total confutation. 
He that believes the text cannot receive such a mise- 
rable comment. Foreign critics and divines take a 
most sinful /atitude on subjects of this kind. 

Verse 10. Looked steadfastly] Keeping their eyes 
intensely fixed on their ascending Lord; continuing 
to look even after he had ascended above the region 
of the inferior clouds. 

Two men stood by them] Doubtless, angels in hu- 
man shape. 

In white apparel] As emblematical of their purity, 
happiness, and glory. 

Verse 11. Gazing up into heaven] Not to the top 
of a mountain, to which an unbridled fancy, influenced 
by infidelity, would intimate he had ascended, and not 
to heaven. 

This same Jesus] Clothed in human nature, shall 
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The discrples + eturn to Jerusavem. 


12 9” Then returned they unto ak 4033. 


Jerusalem from the mount called An. Giseb. 
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a Bee a 
Sabbath day’s journey. 

13 And when they were come in, they went 
up *into an upper room, where abode both 
y Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, 
Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Mat- 
thew, James the son of Alpheus, and * Simon 
Zelotes, and * Judas the brother of James. 

14 » These all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with ° the women, and 


10; Rev. i. 7. w Luke xxiv, 52. 
y Matt. x. 2, 3, 4. zLuke vi. 15. 
ul. 1, 46.——¢ Luke xwiii. 49, 55; xxiv. 10, 


x Chap. ix. 37,39; xx.8. 
a Jude 1.——» Chap. 


so come in like manner—with the same body, descend- 
ing from heaven by his sovereign and all-controlling 
power, as ye have seen him go into heaven. Thus shall 
he come again to judge the quick and the dead. It 
was a very ancient opinion among Christians, that 
when Christ should come again to judge the world he 
would make his appearance on Mount Olivet. Some 
think that his coming again to destroy the Jewish 
nation is what the angels refer to. See a connected 
account of the different appearances of Christ at the 
end of this chapter. 

Verse 12. A Sabbath day’s journey.|] See the dif- 
ficulties in this verse explained in the note on Luke 
xxiv. 50. A Sabbath day’s journey was seven furlongs 
and a half. Olivet was but five furlongs from Jeru- 
salem; and Bethany was fifteen. The first region or 
tract of Mount Olivet, which was called Bethany, was 
distant from the city a Sabbath day’s journey, or seven 
furlongs and a half; and the same distance did that 
tract called Bethphage extend from the city. When, 
therefore, our Lord came to the place where these two 
tracts touched each other, he there ascended, which 
place was distant from Jerusalem a Sabbath day’s 
journey, as St. Luke heresremarks. See the notes 
referred to above. 

Verse 13. They went up into an upper room] This 
was either a room in the temple, or in the house of 
one of the disciples, where this holy company was ac- 
customed to meet. In Luke xxiv. 53, it is said that, 
after their return from Mount Olivet, they were con- 
tinually in the temple, praising and blessing God: it 
is probable, therefore, that the wpper room mentioned 
in this verse is that apartment of the temple mentioned 
above. But still it is not certain that this place should 
be so understood; as we have the fullest proofs that 
the upper rooms in private houses were used for the 
purpose of reading the law, and conferring together on 
religious matters. See several proofs in Lightfoot. 
Add to this, that the room here mentioned seems to 
have been the place where all the apostles lodged, od 
noav katapevovrec, and therefore most probably a pri- 
vate house. - 

Verse 14. These—continued—in prayer and sup- 
plication] Waiting for the promise of the Father, ac. 
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A. M. 4033, 5. sani 
. M4033. Mary the mother of Jesus, 


An. Olymp. with @ his brethren. 

15 % And in those days Peter 
stood up in the midst of the disciples, and 
said, (the number ° of the names together were 
about a hundred and twenty,) 

16 Men and brethren, this scripture must 
needs have been fulfilled, ‘which the Holy 
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before 
concerning Judas, which was guide to them 
that took Jesus. 


4 Matt. xiii. 55. © Rev. iii. 4 ——f Psa. xli. 9; John xiii. 18. 
& Luke xxii. 47 ; John xviii. 3—— Matt. x. 4; Luke vi. 16. 


cording to the direction of our Lord, Luke xxiv, 49. 
The words xa: ty denoet, and in supplication, are 
omitted by ABC*DE, both the Syriac, the Coptic, 
Aithiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, Itala, and some of the 
primitive fathers. On this evidence, Griesbach has 
left them out of the text; and others contend for the 
propriety of this omission, because, say they, ty mpoo- 
evyn and ty dence, prayer and supplication, mean the 
same thing. Whether the reading be genuine or spu- 
rious, this inference is not just. Prayer may simply 
imply any address to God, in the way of petition or 
request ; supplication, the earnest, affectionate, and 
continued application to God for the blessing request- 
ed from him by prayer. Prayer asks, supplication 
expostulates, entreats, urges and re-urges the petition. 

With the women] Probably those who had been 
witnesses of his resurrection, with the immediate rela- 
tives of the apostles. Peter we know was married, 
Matt. viii. 14, and so might others of the disciples ; 
and therefore the wives of the apostles, as well as of 
other pious men, may be here intended. 

Verse 15. In the midst of the disciples] MaOnrtwv ; 
but instead of this, adeAdwv, brethren, is the reading 
of ABC, a few others, with the Coptic, Athiopic, Ar- 
meman, and Vulgate. This seems the best reading, 
because of what immediately follows ; for it was not 
among the disciples merely that he stood, but among 
the whole company, which amounted to one hundred 
and twenty. It is remarkable that this was the num- 
ber which the Jews required to form a council in any 
city ; and it is likely that in reference to this the dis- 
ciples had gathered together, with themselves, the 
number of one hundred and twenty, chosen out of the 
many who had been already converted by the ministry 
of our Lord, the twelve disciples, and the seventy- 
two whom he had sent forth to preach, Luke x. 1, 
&c. ; thus they formed a complete council in presence 
of which the important business of electing a person 
in the place of Judas was to be transacted. 

Verse 16. The Holy Ghost by the mouth of David] 
This is a strong attestation to the Divine inspiration 
of the book of Psalms. They were dictated by the 
Holy Spirit, and spoken by the mouth of David. 

Verse 17. Obtained part of this ministry.| Eaaye 
tov KAnpov ; He obtained the lot of this munistry—not 
that ie or any of the twelve apostles, was chosen to 
this ministry by Jot ; but as lot signifies the portion a 
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the death of Judas Iscariot. 


17 For "he was numbered with 4, M, 403s. 
us, and had obtained part of : this An Olymp. 
ministry. ee 

18 * Now this man purchased a field with 
1 the reward of iniquity ; and falling headlong, 
he burst asunder in the midst, and all his 
bowels gushed out. 

19 And it was known unto all the dwellers 
at Jerusalem ; insomuch as that field is called 
in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, 
The field of blood. 


iVer, 25; chap. xii. 25; xx. 24; xxi. 19.—— Matt. xxvii. 5, 7, 
8.——! Matt. xxvi. 15; 2 Pet. ii. 15. 


man has in life, what comes to him in the course of 
the Divine providence, or as an especial gift of God’s 
goodness, it is used here, as in many other parts of 
the sacred writings, to signify office or station. On 
this subject the reader is referred to the notes on Lev. 
xvi. 8, 9; Josh. xiv. 2: see also this chap. ver. 26. 

Verse 18. Purchased a field with the reward of 
wmiquity] Probably Judas did not purchase the field 
himself, but the money for which he sold his Lord 
was thus applied, see Matt. xxvii. 6-8. It is possi- 
sible, however, that he might have designed to pur- 
chase a field or piece of ground with this reward of 
his iniquity, and might have been in-treaty for it, 
though he did not close the bargain, as his bringing 
the money to the treasury proves: the priests, know- 
ing his intentions, might have completed the purchase, 
and, as Judas was now dead, applied the field thus 
bought for the burial of strangers, i. e. Jews from 
foreign parts, or others who, visiting Jerusalem, had 
died there. Though this case is possible, yet the 
passage will bear a very consistent interpretation 
without the assistance of this conjecture ; for, in ordi- 
nary conversation, we often attribute to a man what 
is the consequence of his own actions, though such 
consequence was never designed nor wished for by 
himself: thus we say of a man embarking in a ha- 
zardous enterprise, he is gone to seek his death; of 
one whose conduct has been ruinous to his reputation, 
he has disgraced himself ; of another who has suffer- 
ed much in consequence of his crimes, he has pur- 
chased repentance at a high price, &c., &c. All these, 
though undesigned, were consequences of certain acts, 
as the buying of the field was the consequence of 
Judas’s treason. 

And falling headlong, he burst asunder] It is very 
likely that the 18th and 19th verses are not the words 
of Peter, but of the historian, St. Luke, and should be 
read in a parenthesis, and then the 17th and 20th 
verses will make a connected sense. On the case of 
Judas, and the manner of his death, see the observa- 
tions at the end of this chapter. 

Verse 19. It was known unto all the dwellers at 
Jerusalem] The repentance of Judas, his dying tes- 
timony in behalf of our Lord’s innocence, and his 
tragical death, were publicly known; as was also the 
transaction about the purchase of the field; and hence 
arose the name by which it was publicly known. 
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Peter proposes the choosing a 
A.M. 4033. 20 For it is written in the book 
An. Olymp. of Psalms, ™ Let his habitation be 
CCcilL 
desolate, and let no man dwell 
therein: and "his ° bishopric let another take. 
21 Wherefore of these men which have com- 
panied with us all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, 
22 ? Beginning from the baptism of John, 
unto that same day that ‘he was taken up 


m Psa. Ixix. 25. 
P Mark i. 1. 


n Psa, cix. 8. 


© Or} office, or, charge. 
4 Ver. 9. 


® John xv. 27; ver. 8; chap. iv. 33, 


These circumstances must have lessened the credit of 
the chief priests, and have prepared the public mind 
to receive the Gospel of the kingdom, when preached 
to them after the day of pentecost. 

That field is called in their proper tongue, Acelda- 
ma] This proper tongue was not the Hebrew ; that had 
long ceased to be the proper tongue in Palestine: it 
was a sort of Chaldaio-Syriac which was commonly 
spoken. The word in the Syriac version is So) oa 
chacal-demo, and literally signifies the field of blood ; 
because it was bought by the price of the life or blood 
of the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 20. For itis written in the book of Psalms] 
The places usually referred to are Psa. Ixix. 25: Let 
their habitation be desolate, and let none dwell in their 
tents. And Psa. cix.8: Let his days be few, and let 
another take his office, wpa pekudato, his overseer- 
ship, his charge of visitation or superintendence, 
translated by the SepruaGintT, tyv extoxorny, VuL- 
GATE, episcopatum ; and we, following both, d:shopric, 
but not with sufficient propriety ; for surely the office 
or charge of Judas was widely different from what we 
cali bishopric, the diocess, estate, and emoluments of 
a bishop. Ezvoxoroc, episcopos, which was corrupted 
by our Saxon ancestors into biycop, biscop, and by us 
into dishop, signifies literally an overseer or superinten- 
dent, from emt, over, and oxerropuat, I see,a person who 
had the inspection, overseeing, or superintendence of 
others. The ancient excoxoroe were persons who had 
the care of different congregations of the Church of 
Christ ; who travelled, preached, enforced the disci- 
pline of the Church, and took care to prevent false 
doctrines, heresies, &c. Those who still deserve this 
title, and it is an august and noble one, walk by the 
same rule, and mind the same thing. Ezuvokxorog, epis- 
copus, or bishop, is a scriptural and sacred title ; was 
gloriously supported in the primitive Church; and 
many to the present day are not less ornaments to the 

title, than the title is ornamental to them. The best 
defences of the truth of God, and the Protestant faith, 
are in the works of the bishops of the British Churches. 

The words quoted from the Psalms were originally 
spoken against the enemies of David; and as David, 
in certain particulars, was a type of Christ, the words 
are applied to him in an especial manner who had 
sinned against his own soul and the life of his Master. 

Verse 21. Which have companied with us] They 
judged it necessary to fill up this blank in the aposto- 
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disciple in the place of Judas 


from us, must one be ordained * to ay a ae 
be a witness with us of His resur- An. Olymp. 
rection. ib 

23 And they appointed two, Joseph called 
* Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and 
Matthias. 

24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, 
* which knowest the hearts of all men, show 
whether of these two thou hast chosen, 


*Chap. xv. 22.—* 1] Sam. xvi. 7; 1 Chron. xxviii. 9; xxix. 
17; Jer. xi. 20; xvii. 10; chap. xv. 8; Rev. ii. 23. 


late by a person who had been an eye witness of the 
acts of our Lord. 

Went in and out] A phrase which includes all the 
actions of life. 

Verse 22. Beginning from the baptism of John] 
From the time that Christ was baptized by John in 
Jordan ; for it was at that time that his public minis- 
try properly began. 

Must one be ordained] This translation misleads 
every reader who cannot examine the original text. 
There is no term for ordained in the Greek : yevec@ar, 
to be, is the only word in the verse to which this in- 
terpretation can be applied. The New Testament 
printed at London, by Robert Barker, the king’s 
printer, in 1615, renders this and the preceding verse 
more faithfully and more clearly than our common 
version: Wherefore of these men who have companied 
with us, all the time that the Lord Jesus was conver- 
sant among us, beginning from the baptism of John, 
unto the day he was taken up from us, must one of 
them BE MADE a witness with us of his resurrection. 
The word ordained would naturally lead most readers 
to suppose that some ecclesiastical rite was used on 
the occasion, such as imposition of hands, &c., al- 
though nothing of the kind appears to have been em- 
ployed. 

Verse 23. They appointed two] These two were 
probably of the number of the seventy disciples; and, 
in this respect, well fitted to fill up the place. It is 
likely that the disciples themselves were divided in 
opinion which of these two was the most proper per- 
son, and therefore laid the matter before God, that he 
might decide it by the /ot. No more than two candi- 
dates were presented ; probably because the attention 
of the brethren had been drawn to those two alone, as 
having been most intimately acquainted with our Lord, 
or in being better qualified for the work than any of 
the rest; but they knew not which to prefer. 

Joseph called Barsabas} Some MSS. read Joses 
Barnabas, making him the same with Joses Barnabas, 
chap. iv. 36. But the person here is distinguished 
from the person there, by being called Justus. 

Verse 24. Thou Lord, which knowest the hearts 
Ev, Kvpie, Kapdioyrwora. The word xapdioyrworne, the 
searcher of hearts, seems to be used here as an alirt 
bute of God; he knows the hearts, the most secret pur- 
poses, intentions, and dispositions of all men ; and be- 
cause he is the knower of hearts, he knew which of 
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A. M. 4033. 
A. D 


933. 25 "That he may take part of 


An, Olymp, this ministry and apostleship, from|¥ lots, and the lot fell upon Mat- 


which Judas by transgression fell, 
that he might go to his own place. 


«Ver. 17, 


these men he had qualified the best, by natural and 
gracious dispositions and powers, for the important 
work to which one of them was now to be appointed. 

Verse 25. That he may take part of this ministry, 
&e.| Instead of tov KAnpov, the lot, which we trans- 
late part, tov torov, the place, is the reading of ABC*, 
Coptic, Vulgate, and the Itala in the Codex Beze, and 
from them the verse may be read thus, That he may 
take the place of this ministry and apostleship, (from 
which Judas fell) and go to his own place; but instead 
of .dtov, own, the Codex Alexandrinus, and one of 
Matthai’s MSS., read dcxasov, yust—that he might go 
to his just or proper place. 

This verse has been variously expounded: 1. Some 
suppose that the words, that he might go to his own 
place, are spoken of Judas, and his punishment in helJ, 
which they say must be the own place of such a per- 
son as Judas. 

2. Others refer them to the purchase of the field, 
made by the thirty pieces of silver for which he had 
sold our Lord. So he abandoned the ministry and 
apostolate, that he might go to his own place, viz. that 
which he had purchased. 

3. Others, with more seeming propriety, state that 
his own place means his own house, or former occu- 
pation: he left this ministry and apostleship that he 
might resume his former employment in conjunction 
with his family, &c. This is primarily the meaning 
of it in Num. xxiv. 25: And Balaam returned to nis 
OWN PLACE, i. e., to his own country, friends, and em- 
ployment . 

4. Others think it simply means the state of the 
dead in general, independently of either rewards or 
punishments ; as is probably meant by Keel. ili. 20: 
All go unto oNE PLACE: all are of the dust, and all 
turn to dust again. 

But, 5. Some of the best critics assert that the 
words (as before hinted) belong to Matthias—his own 
place being the office to which he was about to be 
elected. Should any object, this could not be called 
his own place, because he was not yet appointed to it, 
but hell might be properly called Judas’s own place, 
because, by treason and covetousness, he was fully 
prepared for that place of torment; it may be an- 
swered, that the own or proper place of a man is that 
for which he is eligible from being qualified for it, 
though he may not yet possess such a place: so St. 
Paul, Every man shall receive nis own reward, Tov 
tdtov utcbor, called there his own, not from his hav- 
ing it already in possession, for that was not to take 
place until the resurrection of the just; but from his 
being qualified in this life for the state of glory in the 
other. See the observations at the end of the chapter. 

Verse 26. They gave forth their lots] In what 
manner this or any other question was decided by lot, 
we cannot precisely say. The most simple form was 
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and Matthias is chosen 

26 And they gave forth their 4, M4033 
An. Olymp 

COIL 1 


thias; and he was numbered with 
the eleven apostles. 


Vv Lev. xvi. 8, 9; Josh. xiv. 2. 


to put two stones, pieces of board, metal, or slips of 
parchment, with the names of the persons inscribed on 
them, into an urn; and after prayer, sacrifice, &c., 
to put in the hand and draw out one of the lots, and 
then the case was decided. JI have considered this 
subject at large on Lev. xvi. 8, 9; and Josh. xiv. 2. 

He was numbered with the eleven apostles.] The 
word ovyxateynd.c6n, comes from ovr, together with, 
kata, according to, and wngoc, a pebble or small stone, 
used for lots, and as a means of enumeration among 
the Greeks, Romans, and Egyptians; hence the words 
calculate, calculation, &c., from calculus, a small stone 
or pebble. From this use of the word, though it sig- 
nifies in general to sum up, associate, &c., we may 
conjecture that the calculus or pebble was used on this 
occasion. The brethren agreed that the matter should 
be determined by lot; the lots were cast into the urn; 
God was entreated to direct the choice ; one drew out 
a lot; the person whose name was inscribed on it 
was thereby declared to be the object of God’s choice, 
and accordingly associated with the disciples. But it 
is possible that the whole was decided by what we 
commonly call éallot, God inclining the hearts of the 
majority to ballot for Matthias. Nothing certain can, 
however, be stated on this head. Thus the number 
twelve was made up, that these might be the foun- 
tains under God of the whole Christian Church, as 
the twelve sons of Jacob had been of the Jewish 
Church. For it has already been remarked that our 
Lord formed his Church on the model of the Jewish. 
See the notes on John xvii. 1, &c. As the Holy 
Ghost, on the day of pentecost, was to descend upon 
them and endue them with power from on high, it was 
necessary that the number twelve should be filled up 
previously, that the newly elected person might also 
be made partaker of the heavenly gift. How long it 
was found necessary to keep up the number twelve, 
we are not informed: the original number was soon 
broken by persecution and death. 


On the death of Judas there is a great diversity 
of opinion among Jearned men and divines. 

1. It is supposed, following the bare letter of the 
text, that Judas hanged himself, and that, the rope 
breaking, he fell down, was burst with the fall, and 
thus his bowels gushed out. 

2. That, having hanged himself, he was thrown 
on the dunghill, and, the carcass becoming putrid, 
the abdomen, which soonest yields to putrefaction, 
burst, and the bowels were thus shed from the body, 
and possibly torn out by dogs. 

3. That, being filled with horror and despair, he 
went to the top of the house, or to some eminence, 
and threw himself down; and thus, falling head- 
long, his body was broken by the fall, and his dowels 
gushed out. 
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4. That Satan, having entered into him, caught 
him up in the air, and thence precipitated him to the 
earth; and thus, his body being broken to pieces, 
his bowels gushed out. This is Dr. Lightfoot’s 
opinion, and has been noticed on Matt. xxvii. 5. 

5. Others think that he died or was suffocated 
through excessive grief; and that thus the terms in 
the text, and in Matt. xxvii. 5, are to be understood. 
The late Mr. Wakefield defends this meaning with 
great learning and ingenuity. 

6. Others suppose the expressions to be figura- 
tive: Judas having been highly ewalted, in being an 
apostle, and even the purse-bearer to his Lord and bro- 
ther disciples, by his treason forfeited this honour, and is 
represented as falling from a state of the highest dig- 
nity into the lowest infamy, and then dying through 
excessive grief. The Rev. John Jones, in his Jilus- 
trations of the four Gospels, sums up this opinion thus : 
“So sensible became the traitor. of the distinguished 
rank which he forfeited, and of the deep disgrace into 
which he precipitated himself, by betraying his Master, 
that he was seized with such violent grief as occasion- 
ed the rupture of his bowels, and ended in suffocation 
and death.” P. 571. 

After the most mature consideration of this subject, 
on which I hesitated to form an opinion in the note on 
Matt. xxvii. 5, I think the following observations may 
lead to a proper knowledge of the most probable state 
of the case. 1. Judas, like many others, thought that 
the kingdom of the Messiah would be a secular king- 
dom ; and that his own secular interests must be pro- 
moted by his attachment to Christ. _ Of this mind all 
the disciples seem to have been, previously to the 
resurrection of Christ. 2. From long observation of 
his Master’s conduct, he was now convinced that he 
intended to erect no such kingdom ; and that conse- 
quently the expectations which he had built on the 
contrary supposition must be ultimately disappointed. 
3. Being poor and covetous, and finding there was 
no likelihood of his profiting by being a disciple of 
Christ, he formed the resolution (probably at the insti- 
gation of the chief priests) of betraying him for a sum 
of money sufficient to purchase a small inheritance, 
on which he had already cast his eye. 4. Well 
knowing the uncontrollable power of his Master, he 
might take it for granted that, though betrayed, he 
would extricate himself from their hands; and that 
they would not be capable of putting him either to 
pain or death. 5. That having betrayed him, and 
finding that he did not exert his power to deliver him- 
self out of the hands of the Jews, and seeing, from 
their implacable malice, that the murder of his most 
innocent Master was likely to be the consequence, 
he was struck with deep compunction at his own 
conduct, went to the chief priests, confessed his own 
profligacy, proclaimed the innocence of his Master, 
and returned the money for which he had betrayed 
him; probably hoping that they might be thus influ- 
enced to proceed no farther in this unprincipled bu- 
siness, and immediately dismiss Christ. 6. Finding 
that this made no impression upon them, from their 
own words, What is that to us? See thou to that,— 
and that they were determined to put Jesus to death, 
seized with horror at his crime and its consequences, 

Vor. I. ( 44 >) 
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the remorse and agitation of his mind produced a vio- 
lent dysentery, attended with powerful inflammation ; 
(which, in a great variety of cases, has been brought 
on by strong mental agitation;) and while the dis- 
tressful irritation of his bowels obliged him to with- 
draw for relief, he was overwhelmed with grief and 
affliction, and, having fallen from the seat, his bowels 
were found to have gushed out, through the strong 
spasmodic affections with which the disease was ac- 
companied. I have known cases of this kind, where 
the bowels appeared to come literally away by piece 
meal, 

Now, when we consider that the word arnyfato, 
Matt. xxvii. 5, which we translate hanged himself, is 
by the very best critics thus rendered, was choked, 
and that the words of the sacred historian in this 
place, falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, 
and all his bowels gushed out, may be no other thana 
delicate mode of expressing the circumstance to which 
I have alluded under observation 6, perhaps this way 
of reconciling and explaining the evangelist and his- 
torian will appear, not only probable, but the most 
likely. _ To strengthen this interpretation, a few facts 
may be adduced of déaths brought about in the same 
way with that in which I suppose Judas to have pe- 
rished. The death of Jehoram is thus related; 2 Chron. 
xxi. 18, 19: And after all this, the Lord smote him 
in his bowels with an incurable disease: and it came 
to pass that, after the end of two yedrs, HIS BOWELS 
FELL ouT, by reason of his sickness; so he died of 
sore diseases; DNONN bethachaluim, with inflamma- 
tions, or ulcers.’ The death of Herod was probably 
of the same kind, Acts xii. 23. That of Aristo 
bulus, as described by Josephus; War, book i. chap. 
3, is of a similar nature. Having murdered his mother 
and prot his mind was greatly terrified, and his 
bowels being torn with excruciating torments, he voided 
much blood, and died in miserable agonies. Again, in 
his Anrig. book xv. chap. 10, sect. 3, he thus de- 


/seribes the death of Zenodorus: “ His bowels burst- 


mg, and his strength exhausted by the loss of much 
blood, he died at Antioch in Syria.” 

Taking it for granted that the death of Judas was 
probably such as related above, collating all the facts 
and evidences together, can any hope be formed that 
he died within the reach of mercy? -Let us review 
the whole of these transactions. 

I. It must be allowed that his crime was one of the 
most inexcusable ever committed by man: neverthe- 
less, it has some alleviations. 1. It is possible that 
he did not think his Master could be hurt by the Jews. 
2. When he found that he did not use his power to 
extricate himself from their hands, he deeply relented 
that he had betrayed him. 3. He gave every evi- 
dence of the s¢ncerity of his repentance, by going 
openly to the Jewish rulers: (1.) Confessing his own 
guilt; (2.) asserting the innocence of Christ ; (3.) re- 
turning the money which he had received from them ; 
and then, (4.) the genuineness of his regret was proved 
by its being the cause of his death. 

But, I. Judas might have acted a much worse part 
than he did: 1. By persisting in his wickedness. 2. 
By slandering the character of our Lord both to the 
Jewish rulers and to the Romans; and, had he done 
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so, his testimony would have been credited, and our 
Lord would then have been put to death as a malefactor, 
on the testimony of one of his own disciples; and thus 
the character of Christ and his Gospel must have suf- 
fered extremely in the sight of the world, and these 
very circumstances would have been pleaded against 
the authenticity of the Christian religion by every in- 
fidel in all succeeding ages. And, 3. Had he persist- 
ed in his evil way, he might have lighted such a flame 
of persecution against the infant cause of Christianity 
as must, without the intervention of God, have ended 
in its total destruction: now, he neither did, nor en- 
deavoured to do, any of these things. In other cases 
these would be powerful pleadings. 

Judas was indisputably a bad man; but he might 
have been worse: we may plainly see that there were 
depths of wickedness to which he might have proceed- 
ed, and which were prevented by his repentance. Thus 
things appear to stand previously to his end. But is 
there any room for hope in his death? In answer to 
this it must be understood, 1. That there is presump- 
tive evidence that he did not destroy himself; and, 2. 
That his repentance was sincere. If so, was it not 
possible for the mercy of God‘to extend even to his 
case t It did so to the murderers of the Son of God; 
and they were certainly worse men (strange as this 
assertion may appear) than Judas. Even he gave 
them the fullest proof of Christ’s innocence : their buy- 
ing the field with the money Judas threw down was 
the full proof of it; and yet, with every convincing 
evidence before them, they crucified our Lord. They 
excited Judas to betray his Master, and crucified him 
when they had got him into their power; and therefore 
St. Stephen calls them both the betrayers and murder- 
ers of that Just One, Acts vii. 52: in these respects 
they were more deeply criminal than Judas himself ; 
yet even to those very betrayers and murderers Peter 
preaches repentance, with the promise of remission of 
sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, Acts iii. 12-26. 
If, then, these were within the reach of mercy, and we 
are informed that a great company of the priests be- 
came obedient to the faith, Acts vi. 7, then certainly 
Judas was not in such a state as precluded the possi- 
dility of his salvation. Surely the blood of the cove- 
nant could wash out even his stain, as it did that more 
deeply engrained one of the other betrayers and mur- 
derers of the Lord Jesus. 

Should the 25th verse be urged against this possi- 
bility, because it is there said that Judas fell from his 
ministry and apostleship, that he might go to his own 
place, and that this place is hell; I answer, 1. It re- 
mains to be proved that this place means hell; and, 
2. It is not clear that the words are spoken of Judas 
at ajl, but of Matthias: his own place meaning that 
vacancy in the apostolate to which he was then elected. 
See the note on ver. 25. 

To say that the repentance of Judas was merely 
the effect of his horror; that it did not spring from 
compunction of heart ; that it was legal, and not evan- 
gelical, &c., &c., is saying what none can with pro- 
priety say, but God himself, who searches the heart. 
What renders his case most desperate are the words 
of our Lord, Matt. xxvi. 24: Wo unto that man by 
whom the Son of man is betrayed! It had been good 
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for that man if he had not been born! I have con- 
sidered this saying in a general point of view in my 
note on Matt. xxvi. 24; and, were it not a proverbial 
form of speech among the Jews, to express the state 
of any flagrant transgressor, I should be Jed to apply 
it in all its literal import to the case of Judas, as I 
have done, in the above note, to the case of any damn- 
ed soul; but when I find that it was a proverbial say- 
ing, and that it has been used in many cases where 
the fixing of the irreversille doom of a sinner is not 
implied, it may be capable of a more favourable inter- 
pretation than what is.generally given to it. I shall 
produce a few of those examples from Schoetigen, to 
which I have referred in my note on Matt. xxvi. 24. 

In Cuaciean, fol. ii. 2, it is said: ‘* Whoever con- 
siders these four things, it would have been better for 
him had he never come into the world, viz. That which 
is above—that which is below—that which is before— 
and that which is behind; and whosoever does not at- 
tend to the honour of his Creator, it were better for 
him had he never been born.” 

In Suemorn Raspa,sect. 40, fol. 135, 1,2, it is said: 
“ Whosoever knows the law, and does not do it, 1¢ had 
been better for him had he never come into the world.” 

In Vayixra Rassa, sect. 36, fol. 179, 4, and Miv- 
rasH ConeLetn, fol. 91, 4, it is thus expressed: ‘ Jt 
were better for him had he never been created ; and it 
would have been betier for him had he been strangled 
in the womb, and never have seen the light of this world.” 

In Sonar Genes. fol. 71, col. 282, it is said: “If 
any man be parsimonious towards the poor, zt had been 
better for him had he never come into the world.” Ibid. 
fol. 84, col. 333: “If any performs the law, not for 
the sake of the law, zt were good for that man had he 
never been created.” ‘These examples sufficiently 
prove that this was a common proverb, and is used 
with a great variety and latitude of meaning, and seems 
intended to show that the case of such and such per- 
sons was not only very deplorable, but extremely dan 
gerous; but does not imply the positive impossibility 
either of their repentance or salvation. 

The utmost that can be said for the case of Judas 
is this: he committed a heinous act of sin and ingra- 
titude ; but he repented, and did what he could to undo 
his wicked act: he had committed the sin unto death, 
7. e. a sin that involves the death of the body; but who 
can say (if mercy was offered to Christ’s murderers, 
and the Gospel was first to be preached at Jerusalem 
that these very murderers might have the first offer of 
salvation through him whom they had pierced) that the 
same merey could not be extended to the wretched 
Judas? I contend that the chief priests, &c., who in- 
stigated Judas to deliver up his Master, and who cru- 
cified him—and who crucified him too as a malefactor 
—having at the same time the most indubitable evi- 
dence of his innocence, were worse men than Judas 
Iscariot himself; and that, if mercy was extended to 
those, the wretched penitent traitor did not die out of 
the reach of thé-yearning of its bowels. And I con- 
tend, farther, ‘that there is noxpositive evidence of the 
final damnation of Judas in the sacred text. 

I hope it will not displease the humane reader that 
I have entered so deeply into the consideration of this 
most deplorable case. I would not set up knowingly 
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any plea against the claims of justice ; and God for- 
bid that a sinner should be found capable of pleading 
against the cries of mercy in behalf of a fellow culprit! 
Daily, innumerable cases occur of persons who are be- 
traying the cause of God, and selling, in effect, Christ 
and their souls for money. Every covetows man, who 
is living for this world alone, is of this stamp. And 
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yet, while they live, we do not despair of their salva- 
tion, though they are continually repeating the sin of 
Judas, with all its guilt and punishment before their 
eyes! Reader! learn from thy Lord this lesson, 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 
The case is before the Judge, and the Judge of all the 
earth will do right, 


CHAPTER II. 


The day of pentecost being arrived, and the disciples assembled, the Holy Spirit descended as a mighty 


rushing wind, and in the likeness of fiery tongues sat upon them; in consequence of which, they were all 
enabled to speak different languages, which they had never learned, 1=4. An account of persons from 
various countries who were present, and were astonished to hear the apostles declare the wonderful works 
of God in their respective languages, 5-12. Some cavil, 13, and are confounded by Peter, who asserts 
that this work is of God ; and that thereby a most important prophecy was fulfilled, 14-21. He takes 
occasion from this to preach Jesus to them, as the true Lord and only Messiah, 22-36. The people aré 
alarmed and convinced, and inquire what they shall do, 37. He exhorts them to repent and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus, that they may receive remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit, 38-40. 
They gladly receive his word, about three thousand are baptized and added to the Church in one day ; 
they continue steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 41, 42. The apostles work many miracles § 
and the disciples have all things in common, and live in a state of great happiness and Christian fellow- 


ship, 43-47. 


A. M. 4033. —— 
eee ND when *the day of pente 
An. Olymp. cost was fully come, » they were 
CCIE 1. pa ¢ 

————— all with one accord in one place. 


a Lev. xxiii. 15; Deut. xvi. 9; chap. xx. 16. 


2 And suddenly there came a A, M: 4033: 
sound from heaven, as of a rush- An. Olymp. 
F é ; : CCIL 1. 
ing mighty wind, and ° it filled : 


> Chap. i. 14. 


¢ Chap. iv. 31. 


NOTES ON CHAP. II. 

Verse 1. When the day of pentecost was fully come] 
The feast of pentecost was celebrated fifty days after 
the passover, and has its name revtyxoorn from mevtn- 
kovta, fifty, which is compounded of revre, five, and 
nkovta, the decimal termination. Jt commenced on 
the fiftieth day, reckoned from the first day of unleav- 
ened bread, i. e. on the morrow after the paschal lamb 
was offered. The law relative to this feast is found in 
Lev. xxiii. 15, 16, in these words: And ye shall count 
unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the 
day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave-offering ; 
seven Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the mor- 
row after the seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty 
days. This feast was instituted in commemoration of 
the giving the law on Mount Sinai; and is therefore 
sometimes called by the Jews, TWN Nnnw shimchath 
torah, the joy of the law, and frequently the feast of 
weeks. There is a correspondence between the giving 
of the law, which is celebrated by this feast of pente- 
cost, together with the crucifixion of our Lord, which 
took place at the passover, and this descent of the 
Holy Spirit, which happened at this pentecost. 1. 
At the passover, the Israelites were delivered from 
Egyptian bondage: this was a type of the thraldom 
in which the human race were to Satan and sin. 2. 
At the passover, Jesus Christ, who was typified by the 
paschal lamb, was sacrificed for the’sin of the world, 
and by this sacrifice redemption from sin and Satan is 
now procured and prociaimed. 3. On the pentecost, 
God gave his law on Mount Sinai, accompanied with 
thunderings and lightnings. On the pentecost, God 


sent down his Holy Spirit, like a rushing mighty wind ; 
and tongues of fire sat upon each disciple, in order that; 
by his influence, that new law of light and life might 
be promulgated and established. Thus, the analogy 
between the Egyptian bondage and the thraldom oc- 
casioned by sin—the deliverance from Egypt, and the 
redemption from sin—the giving of the law, with all 
its emblematic accompaniments, and the sending down 
the Holy Spirit, with its symbols of light, life, and 
power, has been exactly preserved. 4. At the Jewish 
passover, Christ was degraded, humbled, and ignomi- 
niously put to death: at the following festival, the 
pentecost, he was highly glorified; and the all con- 
quering and ever during might of his kingdom then 
commenced. The Holy Spirit seems to have design= 
ed all these analogies, to show that, through all pre- 
ceding ages, God had the dispensation of the Gospel 
continually in view; and that the old law and its ordi- 
nances were only designed as preparatives for the new. 

They were all with one accord in one place.|_ It is 
probable that the ani here mentioned means the one 
hundred and twenty spoken of chap. i. 15, who were 
all together at the election of Matthias. With one 
accord, 6uobuyadov ; this word is very expressive; it 
signifies that all their minds, affections, desires, and 
wishes, were concentred in one object, every man hav- 
ing the same end in view; arid, having but one desire, 
they had but one prayer to God, and every heart utter- 
ed it. There was no person wninterested—none un- 
concerned—none lukewarm; all were in earnest; and 
the Spirit of God came down to meet their wnzted faith 
and prayer. When any assembly of God’s people 
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The descent of the Holy Spirit 


A.M. 4033. all the house where they were 


An. Olymp. sitting. 
3 And there appeared unto them 


4 Chapter i. 


THE ACTS. 


on the day of pentecost. 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and 4, M. 4033. 
I ch of them. An. Olymp. 
it sat upon ea ee 


4 And ‘they were all filled with 


verse 5. 


meet in the same spirit they may expect every bless- 
ing they need. 

In one place.—Where this place was we cannot 
tell: it was probably in the temple, as seems to be in- 
timated in ver. 46, where it is said they were daily 
duoOvpadov ev Tw bepw, with one accord in the temple ; 
and as this was the third hour of the day, ver. 15, 
which was the Jewish hour of morning prayer, as the 
ninth hour was the hour of evening prayer, chap. 111. 
1, it is most probable that the temple was the place in 
. which they were assembled. 

Verse 2. A sound from heaven] Probably thunder 
is meant, which is the harbinger of the Divine presence. 

Rushing mighty wind] he passage of a large 
portion of electrical fluid over that place would not 
only occasion the sound, or thunder, but also the rush- 
ing mighty wind; as the air would rush suddenly and 
strongly into the vacuum occasioned by the rarefaction 
of the atmosphere in that place, through the sudden 
passage of the electrical fluid; and the wind would 
follow the direction of the fire. There is a good deal 
of similarity between this account and that of the ap- 
pearance of God to Elijah, 1 Kings xix. 11, 12, where 
the strong wind, the earthquake, and the fire, were 
harbingers of the Almighty’s presence, and prepared 
the heart of Elijah to hear the small still voice ; so, 
this sownd, and the mighty rushing wind, prepared 
the apostles to receive the influences and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. In both cases, the sound, strong wind, 
and fire, although natural agents, were supernaturally 
employed. See the note on chap. ix. 7. 


Verse 3. Cloven tongues like as of fire]. The 
tongues were the emblem of the languages they were 
to speak. The cloven tongues pointed out the diver- 
sity of those languages ; and the fire seemed to inti- 
mate that the whole would be a spiritual gift, and be 
the means of bringing light and life to the souls who 
should hear them preach the everlasting Gospel in 
those languages. 

Sat upon each of them.] Scintillations, corusca- 
tions, or flashes of fire, were probably at first frequent 
through every part of the room where they were sit- 
ting ; at last these flashes became defined, and a lam- 
bent flame, in the form of a cloven tongue, became sta- 
tionary on the head of each disciple ; a proof that the 
Spirit of God had made each his temple or residence. 
That unusual appearances of fire were considered em- 
blems of the presence and influence of God, both the 
Scriptures and the Jewish writings amply prove. Thus 
God manifested himself to Moses, when he appointed 
him to deliver Israel, Exod. iii. 2, 3; and thus he 
manifested himself when he delivered the Jaw on Mount 
Sinai, Exod. xix. 16-20. The Jews, in order to 
support the pretensions of their rabdins, as delivering 
their instructions by Divine authority and influence, 
represent them as being surrounded with fire while 
they were delivering their lectures; and that their 


words, in consequence, penetrated and exhilarated the | 
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souls of their disciples. Some of the Mohammedans 
represent Divine inspiration in the same way.— 
In a fine copy of a Persian work, entitled Ayaeed al 
Makhlookat, or Wonders of Creation, now before me, 
where a marred account of Abraham’s sacrifice, men- 
tioned Gen. xv. 9-17, is given, instead of the burning 
lamp passing between the divided pieces of the vic- 
tim, ver. 17, Abraham is represented standing between 
four fowls, the cock, the peacock, the duck, and the 
crow, with his head almost wrapped in a flame of lam- 
bent fire, as the emblem of the Divine communication 
made to him of the future prosperity of his descend- 
ants. The painting in which this is represented is 
most exquisitely finished. This notion of the manner 
in which Divine intimations were given was not pecu- 
liar to the Jews and Arabians; it exists in all coun- 
tries; and the glories which appear round the heads 
of Chinese, Hindoo, and Christian saints, real or sup- 
posed, were simply intended to signify that they had 
especial intercourse with God, and that his. Spirit, 
under the emblem of fire, sat upon them and became 
resident in them. There are numerous proofs of this 
in several Chinese and Hindoo paintings in my pos- 
session ; and how frequently this is to be met with in 
legends, missals, and in the ancient ecclesiastecal books 
of the different Christian nations of Europe, every 
reader acquainted with ecclesiastical antiquity knows 
well. See the dedication of Solomon’s temple, 2 
Chron. vil. 1-3. 

The Greek and Roman heathens had similar notions 
of the manner in which Divine communications were 
given: strong wind, loud and repeated peals of thun- 
der, coruscations of lightning, and lambent flames 
resting on those who were objects of the Deity’s re- 
gard, are all employed by them to point out the mode 
in which their gods were reported to make their will 
known to their votaries. Every thing of this kind 
was probably borrowed from the account given by 
Moses: of the appearance on Mount Sinai; for tradi- 
tions of this event were carried through almost every 
part of the habitable world, partly by the expelled Ca- 
naamites, partly by the Greek sages travelling through 
Asiatic countries in quest of philosophic truth; and 
partly by means of the Greek version of the Septua- 
gint, made nearly three hundred years before the Chris- 
tian era. 

“A flame of fire seen upon the head of any person 
was, among the heathens, considered as an omen from 
their gods that the person was under the peculiar care 
of a supernatural power, and destined to some extra- 
ordinary employment. Many proofs of this occur in 
the Roman poets and historians. Wetstein, in his note 
on this place, has made an extensive collection of them. 
IT shall quote but one, which almost every reader of the 
AMneid of Virgil will recollect :— 

Talia vociferans gemitu tectum omne replebdat : 

Cum subitum, dictuque orttur murabile monstrum. 

Namque manus inter, mestorumque ora parentum, 
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The apostles speak 


A. M. 4033. 
A. D. 29. 


‘CHAP. II. 


various languages. 


the Holy Ghost, and began *to|because that every man heard 4-M. 4033. 


A. D. 29. 


An. Olymp. 5 i i i 3 
hone peak with other tongues, as the | them speak in his own lan An, Olymp, 


Spirit gave them utterance. 

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem, 
Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven. 

6 Now ‘when this was noised abroad, the 
multitude came together, and were & confounded, 


© Mark xvi. 17; chap. x. 46; xix.6; 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 30; xiii. 1; 
xiv. 2, &c. 


Ecce levis summo de vertice visus Tuli 

Fundere lumen apex, tactugue innoxia molli 

Lambere flamma comas, et circum tempora pasci. 

Nos pavidi trepidare metu, crinemque flagrantem 

Excutere, et sanctos restinguere fontibus ignes. 

At pater Anchises oculos ad sidera letus 

Extulit, et celo palmas cum voce tetendit : 

Jupiter omnipotens— 

Da auxilium, pater, atgwe hec omina firma. 
Vire. ABN. li. v. 679. 


While thus she fills the house with clamorous cries, 

Our hearing is diverted by our eyes; 

For while I held my son, in the short space 

Betwixt our kisses and our last embrace, 

Strange to relate! from young Iulus’ head, 

A lambent flame arose, which gently spread 

Around his brows, and on his temples fed. 

Amazed, with running water, we prepare 

To quench the sacred fire, and slake his hair ; 

But old Anchises, versed in omens, rear’d 

His hands to heaven, and this request preferr’d : 

If any vows almighty Jove can bend, 

Confirm the glad presage which thou art pleased 
to send. Drypen. 


There is nothing in this poetic fiction which could 
be borrowed from our sacred volume; as Virgil died 
about twenty years before the birth of Christ. 

It may be just necessary to observe, that tongue of 
fire may be a Hebraism: for in Isa. v.24, wn pw 
leshon esh, which we render simply fire, is literally a 
tongue of fire, as the margin very properly has it.— 
The Hebrews give the name of tongue to most things 
which terminate in a blunt point: so a day is termed 
in Josh. xv. 2, pw lashon, a tongue. And in ver. 5, 
of the same chapter, what appears to have been a 
promontory is called on ped leshon hayam, a tongue 
of the sea. 

It sat upon each| That is, one of those tongues, 
like flames, sat upon the head of each disciple ; and the 
continuance of the appearance, which is indicated by 
the word sat, shows that there could be no illusion in 
the case. I still think that in all this case the agent 
was natural, but supernaturally employed. 

Verse 4. To speak with other tongues] At the 
building of Badel the language of the people was con- 
founded ; and, in consequence of this, they became 
scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation 
of the Christian Church, the gift of various languages 
was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations 

1 


guage. ee. 
7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, 
saying one to another, Behold, are not all these 
which speak " Galileans ? 
8 And how hear we every man in our own 
tongue, wherein we were born ? 


fGr. 


when this voice was made. 


& Or, troubled in mind. 
h Chap. i. 11. 


might be gathered, and united under one shepherd and 
superintendent (emcoxoroc) of all souls. 

As the Spirit gave them utterance.| The word 
arogbeyyecbac seems to imply such utterance as pro- 
ceeded from immediate inspiration, and included ora- 
cular communications. 

Verse 5. Devout men, out of every nation] Hither 
by these we are simply to understand Jews who 
were born in different countries, and had now come up 
to Jerusalem to be present at the passover, and for 
purposes of traffic, or proselytes to Judaism, who had 
come up for the same purpose : for I cannot suppose 
that the term avdpec evAaBerc, devout men, can be ap- 
plied to any other. At this time there was scarcely 
a commercial nation under heaven where the Jews had 
not been scattered for the purpose of trade, merchan- 
dize, &c., and from all these nations, it is said, there 
were persons now present at Jerusalem. 

Verse 6. When this was noised abroad] If we sup- 
pose that there was a considerable peal of thunder, 
which followed the escape of a vast quantity of elec- 
tric fluid, and produced the mighty rushing wind 
already noticed on ver. 2, then the whole city must 
have been alarmed; and, as various circumstances 
might direct their attention to the temple, having 
flocked thither they were farther astonished and con- 
founded to hear the disciples of Christ addressing the 
mixed multitude in the languages of the different coun- 
tries from which these people had come. 

Every man heard them speak in his own language. | 
We may naturally suppose that, as soon as any 
person presented himself to one of these disciples, he, 
the disciple, was immediately enabled to address him 
in his own language, however various this had been 
from the Jewish or Galilean dialects. If a Roman 
presented himself, the disciple was immediately en- 
abled to address him in Latin—if a Grecian, in 
Greek—an Arad, in Arabic, and so of the rest. 

Verse 7. Are not all these—Galileans 2] Persons 
who know no other dialect, save that of their own 
country. . Persons wholly uneducated, and, conse- 
quently, naturally ignorant of those languages which 
they now speak so fluently. 

Verse 8. How hear we every man in our own 
tongue] Some have supposed from this that the mi- 
racle was not so much wrought on the disciples as on 
their hearers: imagining that, although the disciples 
spoke their own tongue, yet every man so understood 
what was spoken as if it had been spoken in the lan- 
guage in which he was born. ‘Though this is by no 
means 0 likely as the opinion which states that the 
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Enumeration of the different people 


Me tiog. 9 i Parthians, and Medes, and 
An, Olymp. Elamites, and the dwellers in 
ae Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 

10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and 
in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and stran- 


A, M, 4033. 


THE ACTS, 


who were at Jerusalem 
gers of Rome, Jews and _prose- et oN 
An. Olymp. 

lyses; CCIL. 1. 


11 * Cretes and Arabians, we do 
hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God. 

12 And they were all amazed, and were in 


iGen. x. 23 1 Pet. i. 1. 


kK Isa. xi. 14; Gal. iv. 25. 


disciples themselves spoke all these different lan- 
guages, yet the miracle is the same, howsoever it be 
taken ; for it must require as much of the miraculous 
power of God to enable an Arab to understand a Gali- 
lean, as to enable a Galilean to speak Arabic. But 
that the gift of tongues was actually given to the 
apostles, we have the fullest proof; as we find parti- 
cular ordinances laid down by those very apostles for 
the regulation of the exercise of this gift; see 1 Cor. 
xiv. 1, &c. 

Verse 9. Parthians] Parthia anciently included the 
northern part of modern Persia: it was situated be- 
tween the Caspian Sea and Persian Gulf, rather to 
the eastward of both. 

Medes] Media was a country lying in the vicinity 
of the Caspian Sea; having Parthia on the east, As- 
syria on the south, and Mesopotamia on the west. 

Elamites| Probably inhabitants of that country now 
called Persia: both the Medes and Elamites were a 
neighbouring people, dwelling beyond the Tigris. 

Mesopotamia] Now Diarbec in Asiatic Turkey ; 
situated between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates ; 
having Assyria on the east, Arabia Deserta with Ba- 
byloma on the south, Syria on the west, and Armenia 
on the north. It was called Padan-aram by the 
ancient Hebrews, and by the Asiatics is now called 
Maverannhar, i. e. the country beyond the river. 

Judea] This word has exceedingly puzzled com- 
mentators and critics ; and most suspect that it is not 
the true reading. Bishop Pearce supposes that Iov- 


daav is an adjective, agreeing with Mecororauvav, and | 


translates the passage thus: the dwellers in Jewish 
Mesopotamia. He vindicates this translation by show- 
ing that great numbers of the Jews were settled in this 
country : Josephus says that the ten tribes remained 
in this country till his time ; that “ there were count- 
less myriads of them there, and that it was impossible 
to know their numbers.”—Mupiadec arecpor, kat aptOuw 
yroobyvat wn dvvauevat, See Ant. lib. xv. c. 2, s. 2, 
and ec. 3, s. 1; Bell. Jud, lib. i. c. 1, 2. This inter- 
pretation, however ingenious, does not comport with 
the present Greek text. Some imagine that Iovdacay 
is not the original reading; and therefore they have 
corrected it into Syriam, Syria ; Armeniam, ARME- 
NIA; Ivdvav, INDIA ; Avdcay, Lyp1a; Idovuacar, IpuMEA; 
Bidvviay, Brruynia; and KeAcccav, Crni0ra : all these 
stand on very slender authority, as may be seen in 
Griesbach ; and the last is a mere conjecture of Dr. 
Mangey. If Judea be still considered the genuine 
reading, we may account for it thus: the men who 
were speaking were known to be Galileans ; now the 
Galilean dialect was certainly different from that spo- 
ken in Judea—the surprise was occasioned by a Jew 


without any interpreter and without difficulty ; and yet 
it is not easy to suppose that there was such a differ- 
ence between the two dialects as to render these 
people wholly unintelligible to each other. 

Cappapocia] Was an ancient kingdom of Asia, 
comprehending all that country that lies between 
Mount Taurus and the Euxine Sea. : 

Pontus] Was anciently a very powerful kingdom 
of Asia, originally a part of Cappadocia ; bounded on 
the east by Colchis ; on the west by the river Halys ; 
on the north by the Black Sea; and on the south by 
Armenia Minor. The famous Mithridates was king 
of this country ; and it was one of the last which the 
Romans were able to subjugate. 

Asta] Meaning probably Asia Minor; it was that 
part of Turkey in Asia now called Natolia. 

Verse 10. Puryera] A country in Asia Minor, 
southward of Pontus. ’ 

Pampuyuia] The ancient name of the country of 
Natolia, now called Caramania, between Lycia and 
Cilicia, near the Mediterranean Sea. 

Eeyrt] A very extensive country of Africa, 
bounded by the Mediterranean on the north; by the 
Red Sea and the Isthmus of Suez, which divide it 
from Arabia, on the east ; by Abyssinia or Ethiopia 
on the sowth; and by the deserts of Barca and Nubia 
on the west. It was called Mizraim by the ancient 
Hebrews, and now Mesr by the Arabians. It extends 
600 miles from north to south; and from 100 to 250 
in breadth, from east to west. 

Lisya] In a general way, among the Greeks, sig- 
nified Africa ; but the northern part, in the vicinity of 
Cyrene, is here meant. 

Cyrene] A country in Africa on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea, southward of the most western 
point of the Island of Crete. 

Strangers of Rome} Persons dwelling at Rome, and 
speaking the Latin language, partly consisting of 
regularly descended Jews and proselytes to the Jew- 
ish religion, 

Verse 11. Cretes] Natives of Crete, a large and 
noted island in the Levant, or eastern part of the 
Mediterranean Sea, now called Candia. 

Arabians} Natives of Arabia, a well known country 
of Asia, having the Red Sea on the west; the Persian 
Gulf on the east ; Judea on the north; and the Indian 
Ocean on the south. 

The wonderful works of God.| Such as the incar- 
nation of Christ ; his various miracles, preaching, death, 
resurrection, and ascension ; and the design of God to 
save the world through him. From this one cireum- 
stance we may learn that all the people enumerated 
above were either Jews or proselytes ; and that there 


being able to comprehend the speech of a Galilean, | was probably none that could be, strictly speaking, 
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Peter proves that by this event CHAP. II. a prophecy of Joel’s was fulfilled. 
ag te doubt, saying one to another, | What |™ seeing it is but the third hour of a 
Ane ar meaneth this ? the day : An. Olymp. 


13 Others mocking said, These 
men are full of new wine. 

14 %{ But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men 
of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, 
be this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words : 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, 


! Hosea viii. 12; Luke ix. 43. —™ 1 Thessalonians 
Naw ie 


called heathens among them. It may at first appear 
strange that there could be found Jews in so many 
different countries, some of which were very remote 
from the others; but there is a passage in Philo’s 
Embassy to Caius which throws considerable light on 
the subject. Ina letter sent to Caius by King Agrippa, 
he speaks, of “the holy city of Jerusalem, not merely 
as the metropolis of Judea, but of many other regions, 
because of the colonies at different times led out of 
Judea, not only into nezghbouring countries, such as 
Egypt, Phenicia, Syria, and Celosyria, but also into 
those that are remote, such as Pamphylia, Cilicia, and 
the chief parts of Asia as far as Bithynia, and the in- 
nermost parts of Pontus ; also in the regions of Europe, 
Thessaly, Beotia, Macedonia, A®tolia, Attica, Argos, 
Corinth, and the principal parts of Peloponnesus. Not 
only the continents and provinces (says he) are full of 
Jewish colonies, but the most celebrated isles also, 
Eubea, Cyprus, and Crete, not to mention the coun- 
tries beyond the Euphrates. All these (a small part 
of Babylon and some other prefectures excepted, 
which possess fertile territories) are inhabited by 
Jews. Not only my native city entreats thy cle- 
mency, but other cities also, situated in different parts 
of the world, Asia, Europe, Africa; both islands, sea 
coasts, and inland countries.” Puitonis Opera, edit. 
Mangey, vol. ii. p. 587. 

Tt is worthy of remark that almost all the places 
and provinces mentioned by St. Luke are mentioned 
also in this letter of King Agrippa. These, being all 
Jews or proselytes, could understand in some mea- 
sure the wonderful works of God, of which mere 
heathens could have formed no conception. 
wisely ordered that the miraculous descent of the Holy 
Ghost should take place at this time, when so many 
from various nations were present to bear witness to 
what was done, and to be themselves subjects of his 
mighty working. These, on their return to their re- 
spective countries, would naturally proclaim what 
things they saw and heard; and by this the way of 
the apostles was made plain; and thus Christianity 
made a rapid progress over all those parts in a very 
short time after the resurrection of our Lord. 

Verse 13. These men are full of new wine.) Ra- 
ther sweet wine, for yAevxovc, cannot mean the mustum, 
or new wine, as there could be none in Judea so early 
as pentecost. The Tevkoc, gleucus, seems to have 
been a peculiar kind of wine, and is thus described by 
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It was | 


4 3 CCA: 
16 But this is that which was 


spoken by the prophet Joel : 

17 » And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, ° I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh : and your sons and ? your daugh 
ters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams : 


0 Isa. xliv. 3; Ezek. xi. 19; xxxvi. 27; Joel ii. 28, 29 ; Zech. xii. 
10; John vii. 38. © Chap. x. 45.—P Chap. xxi. 9. 


Hesychius and Suidas: TAeveoc, to anootayya ty¢ 
cTabvane, mpiv ratnOn. Gleucus is that which distils 
from the grape before it is pressed. ‘This must be at 
once both the strongest. and sweetest wine. Calmet 
observes that the ancients had the secret of preserving 
wine sweef through the whole year, and were fond of 
taking morning draughts of it: to this Horace appears 
to refer, Sat. |. ii. s. iv. ver. 24. 


Aufidius forti miscebat mella Falerno. 
Mendose: quontam vacuis committere venis 
Nil nisi lene deceit: leni precordia mulso 
Prolueris melius. 


Aufidius first, most injudicious, quaffed 

Strong wine and honey for his morning draught. 

With lenient bev’rage fill your empty veins, 

For lenient must will better cleanse the reins. 
Francis. 


Verse 14. Peler, standing up with the eleven] They 
probably spoke by turns, not altogether; but Peter 
began the discourse. : 

All ye that dwell at Jerusalem] Oi kartotkovvte¢ 
would be better translated by the word sojourn, be- 
cause these were not inhabitants of Judea, but the 
strangers mentioned in verses 9, 10, and 11, who had 
come up to the feast. 

Verse 15. But the third hour of the day] That is, 
about nine o’clock in the morning, previously to which 
the Jews scarcely ever ate or drank, for that hour was 
the hour of prayer. This custom appears to have been 
so common that even the most intemperate among 
the Jews were not known to transgress it; Peter 
therefore spoke with confidence when he said, these 
are not drunken—seeing it is but the third hour of 
the day, previously to which even the intemperate did 
not use wine. 

Verse 16. Spoken by the prophet Joel] The pro- 
phecy which he delivered so long ago is just now ful- 
filled ; and this is another proof that Jesus whom ye 
have crucified is the Messiah. 

Verse 17. In the last days] The time of the 
Messiah; and so the phrase was understood among 
the Jews. 

I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh] Rabbi 
Tanchum says, “ When Moses laid his hands upon 
Joshua, the holy blessed God said, In the time of the 
old text, each individual prophet prophesied ; but, in 
the times of the Messiah, all the Israelites shall be 
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The prophecy of Joel fulfilled. THE 


A M. 4033. 
a oe 18 And on my servants and on 


An. Olymp. my handmaidens I will pour out 
er in those days of my Spirit; 4 and 
they shall prophesy : 

19 * And I will show wonders in heaven 
above, and signs in the earth beneath ; blood, 
and fire, and vapour of smoke 

20 *'The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come : 


4 Chap. xxi. 4, 9, 10; 1 Cor. xii. 10,28; xiv. 1, &c.——* Joel 
qt. 30, 31 8 Matt. xxiv. 29; Mark xiii, 24; Luke xxi. 25. 
t Rom. x. 13. 


prophets.” And this they build on the prophecy 
quoted in this place by Peter, 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy] The 
word prophesy is not to be understood here as imply- 
ing the knowledge and discovery of future events ; 
but signifies to teach and proclaim the great truths of 
God, especially those which concerned redemption by 
Jesus Christ, 

Your young men shall see visions, &c.] These were 
two of the various ways in which God revealed him- 
self under the Old Testament. Sometimes he revealed 
himself by a symbol, which was a sufficient proof of 
the Divine presence : fire was the most ordinary, as it 
was the most expressive, symbol. Thus he appeared 
to Moses on Mount Horeb, and afterwards at Sinai ; 
to Abraham, Genesis xv. ; to Elijah, 1 Kings xix, 11, 
12. At other times he revealed himself by angelic 
ministry : this was frequent, especially in the days of 
the patriarchs, of which we find many instances in the 
book of Genesis, 

By dreams he discovered his will in numerous in- 
stances: see the remarkable case of Joseph, Gen. 
xxxvil. 5, 9; of Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 1, &c. ; xlvi. 2, 
&c,; of Pharaoh, Gen. xli. 1-7 ; of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Dan. iv. 10-17, For the different ways in which 
God communicated the knowledge of his will to man- 
kind, see the note on Gen. xv. 1. 

Verse 18. On my servants and on my handmaidens] 
This properly means persons of the lowest condition, 
such as male and female slaves. As the Jews asserted 
that the spirit of prophecy never rested upon a poor 
man, these words are quoted to show that, under the 
Gospel dispensation, neither Bond nor free, male nor 
female, is excluded from sharing in the gifts and 
graces of the Divine Spirit. 3 

Verse 19. I will show wonders] It is likely that 
both the prophet and the apostle refer to the cala- 
mities that fell upon the Jews at the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the fearful signs and portents that 
preceded those calamities. See the notes on Matt. 
xxiv. 5-7, where these are distinctly related. 

Blood, fire, and vapour of smoke] Skirmishes and 
assassinations over the land, and wasting the country 
with fire and sword. 

Verse 20. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood| These are figurative repre- 
sentations of eclipses, intended most probably to point 
out the fall of the civil and ecclesiastical state in 
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ACTS. Peter preaches Jesus to them. 
i A. M. 4033 
21 And it shall come to pass, 4,™, 403: 


that * whosoever shall call on the An. Clyne. 
name of the Lord shall be saved. om 

22 Yemen of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you " by miracles and wonders and signs, which 
God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know: 

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, * ye have 


u John iil. 2; xiv. 10, 11; chap. x.38; Heb. il. 4. ¥ Matt. 
xxvi, 24; Luke xxii. 22; xxiv. 44; chap. iii. 18; iv. 28.——¥ Ch. 
v. 30. 


Judea: see the notes on Matt. xxiv. 29. That the 
sun is darkened when a total eclipse takes place, and 
that the moon appears of a dleody hue in such cireum- 
stances, every person knows. 

Verse 21. Whosoever shali call on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.| The predicted ruin is now im- 
pending ; and only such as receive the Gospel of the 
Son of God shall be saved. And that none but the 
Christians did escape, when God poured out these 
judgments, is well known; and that atu the Christians 
did escape, not one of them perishing in these devasta- 
tions, stands attested by the most respectable authority. 
See the note on Matt. xxiv. 13. 

Verse 22. A man approved of God] Azodedetypevoy, 
celebrated, famous. The sense of the verse seems to 
be this: Jesus of Nazareth, a man sent of God, and 
celebrated among you by miracles, wonders, and signs ; 
and all these done in such profusion as had never been 
done by the best of your most accredited prophets 


| And these signs, &c., were such as demonstrated his 


Divine mission. 

Verse 23. Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel] Bp. Pearce paraphrases the words thus: 
Him having been given forth; i. e. sent into the 
world, and manifested by being made flesh, and dwell- 
ing among you, as it is said in John i, 14; see also 
chap. iv. 28. 

Kypke contends that exdorov, delivered, does not 
refer to Gop, but to Judas the traitor: “the Jews 
received Jesus, delivered up to them by Judas; the 
immutable counsel of God so permitting.” 

By the determinate counsel, Gpiopevy Bovay; that 


-counsel of God which defined the time, place, and cir- 


cumstance, according (mpoyvwoer) to his foreknowledge, 
which always saw what was the most proper time and 
place for the manifestation and crucifixion of his Son ; 
so that there was nothing casual in these things, God 
having determined that the salvation of a lost world 
should be brought about in this way; and neither the 
Jews nor Romans had any power here, but what was 
given to them from above. It was necessary to show 
the Jews that it was not through Christ’s weakness ox 
inqbility to defend himself that he was taken; nor 
was it through their malice merely that he was slain ; 
for God had determined long before, from the founda- 
tion of the world, Rev. xiii. 8, to give his Sona sacri- 
fice for sin; and the treachery of Judas, and the 
malice of the Jews, were only the incidental means 
q 


Peter preaches Jesus 


7 Ae taken, and by wicked hands have 


Ae no de crucified and slain : 

—— 24 * Whom God hath raised up, 

having loosed the pains of death: because it 

was not possible that he should be holden of it. 
25 For David speaketh concerning hin, ¥ I 

foresaw the Lord always before my face, for 


he is on my right hand, that I should not be 
moved : 


x Ver. 325 chap. iii. 15; iv. 10; x. 40; xiii. 30, 34; xvii. 31; 
Rom. iv. 24; viii. 11; 1Cor. vi.14; xv.15; 2 Cor. iv. 14; Gal. 


by which the great counsel of God was fulfilled: the 
counsel of God intending the sacrifice, but never 
ordering that it should be brought about by such 
wretched means. This was permitted; the other 
was decreed. See the observations at the end of this 
chapter. 

By wicked hands have crucified and slain] I think 
this refers to the Romans, and not to the Jews; the 
former being the agents, to execute the evil purposes 
of the latter. It is well known that the Jews acknow- 
ledged that they had no power to put our Lord to 
death, John xviii. 31, and it is as well known that the 
punishment of the cross was not a Jewish, but a Ro- 
man, punishment: hence we may infer that by dva 
xelpav avouwv, by the hands of the wicked, the Ro- 
mans are meant, being called avoyo, without law, 
because they had no revelation from God; whereas 
the others had what was emphatically termed 6 vouoc 
tov Qeov, the law of God, by which they professed to 
regulate their worship and their conduct. It was the 
Jews, therefore, who caused our Lord to be crucified 
by the hands of the heathen Romans, 

Verse 24. Whom God hath raised up| For, as God 
alone gave him up to death, so God alone raised him 
up from death. 

Having loosed the pains of death] It is generally 
supposed that this expression means, the dissolving of 
those bonds or obligations by which those who enter 
into the region of the dead are detained there till the 
day of the resurrection ; and this is supposed to be 
the meaning of ni ‘aN chebley maveth, in Psa. exvi. 
3, or Yinw San chebley sheol, in Psa. xviii. 5, and in 
2 Sam. xxii. 6, to which, as a parallel, this place has 
been referred. But Kypke has sufficiently proved that 


CHAP. I. 


Avew tac wdwac Bavarov, signifies rather to REMOVE the 
pains or sufferings of death. So Lucian, De Conscr. 
Hist., says, “a copious sweat to some, edvae tov ruperor, 
REMOVES or carries off the fever.” So Srraso, speak- 
ing of the balm of Jericho, says, Aver de Kegararysac 
Oavrpactoc—it wonderfully removes the headache, &c. 
That Christ did suffer the pains and sorrows of death 
in his passion is sufficiently evident; but that these 
were all removed, previously to his erucifixion, is fully 
seen in that calm manner in which he met it, with all 
its attendant terrors. If we take the words as com- 
monly understood, they mean that it was impossible 
for the Prince of Life to be left in the empire of death: 


his resurrection, therefore, was a necessary conse- 
quence of his own Divine power. | 
1 


* 


to the people, 
26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, on 


and my tongue was glad; moreover An. Olymp. 
és CCII. 1. 
also my flesh shall rest in hope: 

27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption. 

28 Thou hast made known to me the ways 
of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with 
thy countenance. 


i. 1; Eph. i. 20; Col. ii. 12; 1 hess. i. 10 ; Heb. xiii. 20; 1 Pet. 
1. 21.——Y Psa. xvi. 8. 


Instead of @avarov, of death, the Codex Beze, Syriac, 
Coptic, and Vulgate, have ‘Acdov, of hell, or the place 
of separate spirits; and perhaps it was on no better 
authority than this various reading, supported but by 
slender evidence, that, He descended into hell, became 
an article in what is called the apostles’ creed. And 
on this article many a popish legend has been builded, 
to the discredit of sober sense and true religion. 

Verse 25. For David speaketh concerning him] The 
quotation here is made from Psalm xvi., which contains 
a most remarkable prophecy concerning Christ, every 
word of which applies to him, and to him ezxcluswely. 
See the notes there. 

Verse 26. And my tongue was glad\ In the Hebrew 
it is 13D 53% vaiyagel kebodi, “ And my glory was 
glad :” but the evangelist follows the Septuagint, in 
reading kat nyaAdacato 7 yAwooa pov, what all the 
other Greek interpreters in the Hexapla translate doga 
pov, my glory. And what is to be understood by glory 
here? Why the soul, certainly, and not the dongue ; 
and so some of the best critics interpret the place. 

Verse 27. Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell] Exc 
‘Avdov, in hades, that is, the state of separate spirits, or 
the state of the dead. Hades was a general term 
among the Greek writers, by which they expressed this 
state; and this HapEs was Tartarus to the wicked, and 
Elysium to the good. See the explanation of the word 
in the note on Matt. xi. 23. 

To see corruption.] Dust thou art, and unto dust 
thou shalt return, was a sentence pronounced on man 
after the fall: therefore this sentence could be executed 
on none but those who were fallen; but Jesus, being 
conceived without sin, neither partook of human cor- 
ruption, nor was involved in the condemnation of fallen 
human nature; consequently, it was impossible for his 
body to see corruption; and it could not have under- 
gone the temporary death, to which it was not natu- 
rally liable, had it not been for the purpose of making 
an atonement. It was therefore impossible that the 
human nature of our Lord could be subject to corrup- 
tion: for though it was possible that the soul and it 
might be separated for a time, yet, as it had not sinned, 
it was not liable to dissolution; and its immortality 
was the necessary consequence of its being pure from 
transgression. 

Verse 28. Thou hast made known to me the ways 
of life] That is, the way from the region of death, or 
state of the dead and separate spirits; so that I shall 
resume the same body, and live the same kind of life, 
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Peter proves that the 1 esurrection 


THE 
A.M. 4033. 29 Men and brethren, * let me 
An, Olymp. freely speak unto you * of the pa- 
: triarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 
30 Therefore being a prophet, > and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him, that 
of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, 
he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne: 
31 He seeing this before spake of the re- 
surrection of Christ, © that his soul was not 
left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 


z Or, J may.— 1 Kings ii. 10; chap. xiii. 36.——> 2 Sam. vii. 
12,13; Psa. exxxil. 11; Luke i. 32,69; Rom.i.3; 2 Tim. ii. 8. 
¢ Psa. xvi. 10; chap. xiii. 35. 4 Ver, 24, © Chap. i. 8. 


as I had before I gave up my life for the sin of the 
world. 

Verse 29. Let me speak freely—of the patriarch 
David| In Midris Tillin, it is said, in a paraphrase on 
the words, my flesh shall rest in hope, “ Neither worm 
nor insect had power over David.” It is possible that 
this opinion prevailed in the time of St. Peter; and, 
if so, his words are the more pointed and forcible; and 
therefore thus applied by Dr. Lightfoot: ‘“ That this 
passage, Thou shalt not leave my soul in hell, &c., is 
not to be applied to David himself appears in that I 
may confidently aver concerning him, that he was dead 
and buried, and never rose again; but his soul was left 
eg ddov, in the state of the dead, and ue saw corrup- 
tion; for his sepulchre is with us to this day, under 
that very notion, that it is the sepulchre of David, who 
died and was there buried; nor is there one syllable 
mentioned any where of the resurrection of his body, 
or the return of his soul ef’ édou from the state of the 
dead.” ‘To this the same author adds the following 
remarkable note: I cannot slip over that passage, 
Mieros. Chagig. fol. 78: Rab. Jose saith, David died 
at pentecost, and all Israel bewailed him, and offered 
their sacrifices the day following. This is a remark- 
able coincidence; and may be easily applied to him 
of whom David was a type. 

Verse 30. According to the flesh, he would raise up 
Christ] This whole clause is wanting in ACD, one of 
the Syriac, the Coptic, Athiopic, Armenian, and Vul- 
gate; and is variously entered in others. Griesbach 
rejects it from the text, and Professor White says of 
the words, “ certissime delenda,” they should doubtless 
be expunged. This is a gloss, says Schoetigen, that 
has crept into the text, which I prove thus: 1. The 
Syriac and Vulgate, the most ancient of the versions, 
have not these words. 2. The passage is consistent 
enough and intelligible without them, 3. They 
are superfluous, as the mind of the apostle concerning 
the resurrection of Christ follows immediately in the 
succeeding verse. The passage therefore, according 
to Bp. Pearce, should be read thus: Therefore being 
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath, of the fruit of his loins, to set on his throne 3; and 
foreseeing that he (God) would raise up Christ, he 
spake of the resurrection of Christ, &c. “In this 
translation, the words which Peter quotes for David’s 
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ACTS. of Christ was foretold by David. 


32 4This Jesus hath God raised ay 
up, * whereof we all are witnesses. An. Olyimp. 

33 Therefore being by the right ———— 
hand of God exalted, and % having received of 
the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he 
h hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 
- 34 For David is not ascended into the hea- 
vens: but he saith himself, 1 The Lorp said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know 


f Chap. v. 31; Phil. ii. 9; Heb. x. 12——8 John xiv. 26; xv. 
26; xvi. 7, 13; chap. i. 4. » Chap. x. 45 ; Eph. iv.8.—— Psa. 
ex. 1; Matt. xxii. 44; 1 Cor. xv.25; Eph. i. 20; Heb. i. 13. 


are exactly the same with what we read in the psalm 
above mentioned; and the circumstance of David’s 
foreseeing that Christ was to be raised up, and was the 
person meant, is not represented as a part.of the oath ; 
but is only made to be Peter’s assertion, that David, 
as a prophet, did foresee it, and meant it.” 

Verse 31. That his soul was not left in hell] The 
words 7 wvyn avrov, his soul, are omitted by ABCD, 
Syriac, Coptic, Aithiopic, and Vulgate. Griesbach 
has left them out of the text, and Professor White says 
again, certissime delenda. 'The passage may be thus 
read: ‘‘ He spake of the resurrection of Christ, that 
he was not left in hades, neither did his flesh see cor- 
ruption.” For the various readings in this and the 
preceding verse, see Griesbach. 

Verse 32. Whereof we all are witnesses.| That is, 
the whole 120 saw him after he rose from the dead, 
and were all ready, in the face of persecution and 
death, to attest this great truth. 

Verse 33. By the right hand of God exalted] Raised 
by omnipotence to the highest dignity in the realms of 
glory, to sit at the right hand of God, and administer 
the laws of both worlds. 

The promise of the Holy Ghost} This was the pro- 
mise that he had made to them a little before he suf- 
fered, as may be seen in John xiv. and xvi., and after 
he had risen from the dead, Luke xxiv. 49, and which, 
as the apostle says, was now shed forth. 

Verse 34. David is not ascended] Consequently, he 
has not sent forth this extraordinary gift ; but it comes 
from his Lord, of whom he said, The Lord said unto 
my Lord, &c. See the note on these words, Matt. 
xxii. 44, 

Verse 35. Until I make thy foes thy footstool.] It 
was usual with conquerors to put their feet on the necks 
of vanquished leaders, as emblematical of the state of 
subjection to which they were reduced, and the total 
extinction of their power. By quoting these words, 
Peter shows the Jews, who continued enemies to Christ, 
that their discomfiture and ruin must necessarily take 
place, their own king and prophet having predicted this 
in connection with the other things which had already 
been so literally and circumstantially fulfilled. This 
conclusion had the desired effect, when pressed home 
with the strong application in the following verse. 

Verse 36, Both Lord and Christ.) Not only the 

1 


fle exhorts the people to 


A.M, 1033. assuredly, that God ‘hath made that 
Av gpm same Jesus, whom ye have cruci- 
: fied, both Lord and Christ. 

37 J Now when they heard this, ! they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and bre- 
thren, what shall we do? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, ™ Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins; and 


CHAP. II. 


repent and be baptized. 


ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 4; M, 4033. 
Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, 
and ™to your children, and °to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call. 

40 And with many other words did he tes- 
tify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from 
this untoward generation. 


41 4 Then they that gladly received his 


An. Olin. 
CCII. 1. 


* Chap. v. 31.—! Zech, xii. 10; Luke iii. 10; chap. ix.6; xvi. 
30.— Luke xxiv. 47; chap. iii. 19. 


Messiah, but the supreme Governor of all things and 
all persons, Jews and Gentiles, angels and men. In 
the preceding discourse, Peter assumes a fact which 
noue would attempt to deny, viz. that Jesus had been 
lately crucified by them. He then, 1. Proves his re- 
surrection. 2. His ascension. 3. His exaltation to 
the right hand of God. 4. The effusion of the Holy 
Spirit, which was the fruit of his glorification, and 
which had not only been promised by himself, but fore- 
told by their own prophets: in consequence of which, 
5. It was indisputably proved that this same Jesus, 
whom they had crucified, was the promised Messiah ; 
and if so, 6. The Governor of the universe, from whose 
power and justice they had every thing to dread, as they 
refused to receive his proffered mercy and kindness. 

Verse 37. When they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart} This powerful, intelligent, consecutive, 
aiid interesting discourse, supported every where by 
prophecies and corresponding facts, left them without 
reply and without excuse; and they plainly saw there 
was no hope for them, but in the mercy of him whom 
they had rejected and crucified. 

What shall we do?] How shall we escape those 
judgments which we now see hanging over our heads ? 

Verse 38. Peter said unto them, Repent] Meravo- 
noate; Humble yourselves before God, and deeply de- 
plore the sins you have committed; pray earnestly for 
mercy, and deprecate the displeasure of incensed jus- 
tice. Fora definition of repentance, see on Matt. iii. 2. 

And be baptized every one of you] Vake on you 
the public profession of the religion of Christ, by 
being baptized in his name; and thus acknowledge 
yourselves to be his disciples and servants. 

For the remission of sins] Eve adeow duapriov, In 
reference to the remission or removal of sins: bap- 
tism pointing out the purifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit ; and it is in reference to that purification that 
it is administered, and should in consideration never 
be separated from it. For baptism itself purifies not 
the conscience ; it only points out the grace by which 
this is'to be done. 

Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.] If ye 
faithfully use the sign, ye shall get the substance. 
Receive the baptism, in reference to the removal of 
sins, and ye shall receive the Holy Ghost, by whose 
agency alone the efficacy of the blood of the covenant 
is applied, and by whose refining power the heart is 
purified. It was by being baptized in the name of 

1 


5 Joel ii. 28; chap. iii, 25. © Chap. x. 45; xi. 15,18; xiv. 27; 
xv. 3, 8, 14; Eph. ii. 13, i7. 


Christ that men took upon themselves the profession 
of Christianity ; and it was in consequence of this that 
the disciples of Christ were called CurisTIANs. 

Verse 39. For the promise is unto you] Jews of 
the land of Judea: not only the fulfilment of the pro- 
mise which he had lately recited from the prophecy 
of Joel was made to them, but in this promise was also 
included the purification from sin, with every gift and 
grace of the Holy Spirit. 

To all that are afar off| To the Jews wherever 
dispersed, and to all the Gentile nations ; for, though 
St. Peter had not as yet a formal knowledge of 
the calling of the Gentiles, yet, the Spirit of God, by 
which he spoke, had undoubtedly this in view; and 
therefore the words are added, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call, i. e. all-to whom, in the 
course of his providence and grace, he shall send the 
preaching of Christ crucified. 

Verse 40. Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation.] Separate yourselves from them: be ye 
saved, owOnte: the power is present with you; make 
a proper use of it, and ye shall be delivered from their 
obstinate unbelief, and the punishment that awaits it in 
the destruction of them and their city by the Romans. 

Verse 41. They that gladly received his word] The 
word acuevoc, which signifies joyfully, readily, will- 
ingly, implies that they approved of the doctrine de- 
livered ; that they were glad to hear of this way of 
salvation; and that they began immediately to act 
according to its dictates. This last sense is well ex- 
pressed in a similar phrase by Josephus: when speak- 
ing of the young Israelites enticing the Midianitish 
women to sin, by fair speeches, he says, ai de aopuevwc 
defapevat Tove Aoyove ovvyecay avroic, Ant. 1. iv. c. 4. 
Then they who approved of their words consorted 
with them. 'The word is however omitted by ABCD, 
Coptic, Sahidic, Althiopic, Vulgate, the Itala of the 
Codex Beze, Clemens, and Chrysostom. 

Were baptized] That is, in the name of Jesus, ver. 
38, for this was the eriterion of a Jew’s conversion ; 
and when a Jew had received baptism in this name 
he was excluded from all communication with his 
countrymen ; and no man would have forfeited such 
privileges but on the fullest and clearest conviction. 
This baptism was a very powerful means to prevent 
their apostasy ; they had, by receiving baptism in the 
name of Jesus, renounced Judaism, and all the poli- 
tical advantages connected with it; and they found it 
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Three thousand souls are added THE 


A.M. 4033. : 5 
ioe word were baptized : and the same 


An. Olymp. day there were added unto them 
CCIE. 1. 
about three thousand souls. 
42 ? And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers. 


PVer. 46; chap. i. 14; Rom. wii. 12; Eph. vi. 18; Col. iv. 
2; Heb. x. 25. 


indispensably necessary to make the best use of that 
holy religion which they had received in its stead. 
Dr. Lightfoot has well remarked, that the Gentiles 
who received the Christian doctrine were baptized in 
the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ; whereas the Jewish converts, for the reasons 
already given, were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Were added—three thousand souls.] Upocere6noav, 
They went over from one party to another. 'The 
Greek writers make use of this verb to signify that 
act by which cities, towns, or provinces changed their 
masters, and put themselves under another govern- 
ment. So these 3000 persons left the scribes and 
Pharisees, and put themselves under the teaching of 
the apostles, professing the Christian doctrine, and 
acknowledging that Christ was come, and that he who 
was lately crucified by the Jews was the promised 
and only Messiah ; and in this faith they were baptized. 

These 3000 were not converted under one dis- 
course, nor in one place, nor by one person. All the 
apostles preached, some in one language, and some in 
another ; and not in one howse—for where was there 
one at that time that could hold such a multitude of 
people? For, out of the multitudes that heard, 3000 
were converted ; and if one in five was converted it 
must have been a very large proportion. The truth 
seems to be this: All the apostles preached in differ- 
ent parts of the city, during the course of that day ; 
and in that day, Tn juepe execvy, 3000 converts were 
the fruits of the conjoint exertions of these holy men. 
Dr. Lightfoot thinks that the account in this place is 
the fulfilment of the prophecy in Psalm ex. 1, &c.: 
The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou on my right 
hand ; this refers to the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ. Thy people shall be willing in the day of 
thy power, ver. 3. This was the day of his power ; 
and while the apostles proclaimed his death, resurrec- 
tion, and ascension, the people came willingly in, and 
embraced the doctrines of Christianity. 

/ Verse 42. They continued steadfastly in the apos- 
tiles’ doctrine] ‘They received it, retained it, and acted 
on its principles. 

And fellowship] Kowvovig, community ; meaning 
association for religious and spiritual purposes. The 
community of goods cannot be meant; for this is 
mentioned ver. 44, 45, where it is said, they had ail 
things common. 

And in breaking of bread] Whether this means the 
holy eucharist, or their common meals, it is difficult 
to say. The Syriac understands it of the former. 


ACTS. to the Church in one day. 
43 And fear came upon every eri stg 


soul; and 4%many wonders and An. Olymp. 
i CII. 1. 
signs were done by the apostles. Bes 2s 
44 And all that believed were together, and 
‘had all things common ; 


45 And sold their possessions and goods, 


4 Mark xvi. 17; chapter iv. 33; v. 12—Chapter 1v. 
4, 


2, 


the house, when he pronounced the blesseng—what 
we would call grace before meat. See the form on 
Matt. xxvi. 26. 

And in prayers.] In supplications to God for an 
increase of grace and life in their own souls; for 
establishment in the truth which they had received; 
and for the extension of the kingdom of Christ in the 
salvation of men. Behold the employment of the 
primitive and apostolic Church. 1. They were 
builded up on the foundation of the prophets and 
apostles, Jesus Christ himself being the corner stone. 
2. They continued steadfastly in that doctrine which 
they had so evidently received from God. They 
were separated from the world, and lived in a holy 
Christian fellowship, strengthening and building up 
each other in their most holy faith. 4. They were 
frequent in breaking bread; in remembrance that 
Jesus Christ died for them. 5. They continued ir 
prayers; knowing that they could be no longer faith- 
ful than while they were upheld by their God; and 
knowing also that they could not expect his grace to 
support them, unless they humbly and earnestly prayed 
for its continuance. 

Verse 43. And fear came upon every soul] Differ- 
ent MSS. and versions read this clause thus, And 
GREAT fear and TREMBLING came. upon every soul in 
JerusaLem. For several weeks past they had a series 
of the most astonishing miracles wrought before their 
eyes; they were puzzled and confounded at the man- 
ner in which the apostles preached, who charged them 
home with the deliberate murder of Jesus Christ, and 
who attested, in the most positive manner, that he was 
risen from the dead, and that God had sent down that 
mighty effusion of the Spirit which they now witness- 
ed as a proof of his resurrection and ascension, and 
that this very person whom they had crucified was 
appointed by God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 
They were in consequence stung with remorse, and 
were apprehensive of the judgments of God; and the 
wonders and signs continually wrought by the apos- 
tles were at once proofs of the celestial origin of theiz 
doctrine and mission, and of their own baseness, per- 
fidy, and wickedness. 

Verse 44. And all that believed] Ol mucrevovrec, 
The believers, i. e. those who conscientiously creditea 
the doctrine concerning the incarnation, crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, and had, 
in consequence, received redemption in his blood. 

Were together] Ent to avto, ‘“ These words signify 
either, in One time, chap. iii. 1; or in one place, chap. 
ii. 1; or in one thing. The last of these three senses 


Breaking of bread was that act which preceded a feast | seems to be the most proper here ; for it is not pro- 
or meal, and which was performed by the master of | bable that the believers, who were then 3000 in 
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The happy state of the 


A; M. 4033. and * parted them to all men, as 


An. Olymp. every man had need. 

CCIL.1. eh ps 
——— 46 ‘And they, continuing daily 
with one accord * in the temple, and * breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their 


CHAP. Il. 


primitive Christians. 


meat with gladness and singleness 4, M. 4033. 
of heart, An. Olymp. 
47 Praising God, and * having fa- pea 
vour with all the people. And ¥ the Lord added 
to the Church daily such as should be saved. 


8 Isa. lviii. 7——t Chap. i. 14. “Luke xxiv. 53; chap.v. 42. 
v Chap. xx. 7. 


number, ver. 41, besides the 120 spoken of chap. i. 
15, were used all to meet at one time, or in one place, 
in Jerusalem.” See Bp. Pearce. 

And: had all things common] Perhaps this has 
not been well understood. At all the public religious 
feasts in Jerusalem, there was a sort of community of 
goods. No man at such times Aired houses or beds in 
Jerusalem ; all were lent gratis by the owners: Yoma, 
fol. 12. Megill. fol. 26. The same may be well 
supposed of their ovens, cauldrons, tables, spits, and 
other utensils. Also, provisions of water were made 
for them at the public expense. Shekalim, cap. 9. 
See Lightfoot here. Therefore a sort of community 
of goods was no strange thing at Jerusalem, at such 
times as these. It appears, however, that this com- 
munity of goods was carried: farther ; for we are in- 
formed, ver. 45; that they sold their possessions and 
their goods, and parted them to all, as every man had 
need. But this probably means that, as in conse- 
quence of this remarkable outpouring of the Spirit of 
God, and their conversion, they were detained longer 
at Jerusalem than they had originally intended, they 
formed a kind of community for the time being, that 
none might suffer want on the present occasion; as 
no doubt the unbelieving Jews, who were mockers, 
ver. 13, would treat these new converts with the most 
marked disapprobation. That an absolute community 
of goods never obtained in the Church at Jerusalem, 
unless for a very short time, is evident from the apos- 
tolical precept, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, &c., by which collec- 
tions were ordered to be made for the poor; but, if 
there had been a ‘community of goods in the Church, 
there could have been no ground for such recommend- 
ations as these, as there could have been no such dis- 
tinction as rich and poor, if every one, on entering the 
Church, gave up all his goods to a common stock. 
Besides, while this sort of community lasted at Jeru- 
salem, it does not appear to have been imperious upon 
any ; persons might or might not thus dispose of their 
goods, as we learn from the case of Ananias, chap. v. 
4. Nor does it appear that what was done at Jeru- 
salem at this time obtained in any other branch of the 
Christian Church ; and in this, and in the fifth chap., 
where it is mentioned, it is neither praised nor blamed. 
We may therefore safely infer, it was something that 
was done at this time, on this occasion, through some 
local necessity, which the circumstances of the infant 
Church at Jerusalem might render expedient for that 
place and on that occasion only. 

Verse 46. They, continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple] They were present at all the times of 
public worship, and joined together in prayers and 
praises to God; for it is not to be supposed that they 
continued to offer any of the sacrifices prescribed by 
the law. 

1 


W Or, at home. 


xLuke ii,.52; chap. iv. 33; Rom. ziy. 18. 
y Chap. v. 14; x1. 24. 


Breaking bread from house to house] his may sig- 
nify, that select companies, who were contiguous to 
each other, frequently ate together at their respective 
lodgings on their return from public worship. But 
car’ otxov, Which we translate from house to house, is 
repeatedly used by the Greek writers for home, at home, 
(see margin,) for though they had all things in com- 
mon, each person lived at his own table. Breaking 
bread is used to express the act of taking their meals. 
The bread of the Jews was thin, hard, and dry, and 
was never cut with the knife as ours is, but was 
simply broken by the hand. 

With gladness and singleness of heart] A true pic- 
ture of genuine Christian fellowship. They ate their 
bread : they had no severe fasts; the Holy Spirit had 
done in their souls, by his refining influence, what 
others vainly expect from bodily austerities. It may 
be said also, that, if they had no severe fasts, they had 
no splendid feasts: all was moderation, and all was 
contentment. They were full of gladness, spiritual 
joy and happiness ; and singleness of heart, every man 
worthy of the confidence of his neighbour; and all 
walking by the same rule, and minding the same thing. 

Verse 47. Praising God] As the fountain whence 
they had derived all their spiritual and temporal bless- 
ings; seeing him in all things, and magnifying the 
work of his mercy. 

Having favour with all the people.| Every honest, 
upright Jew would naturally esteem these for the 
simplicity, purity, and charity of their lives. The 
scandal of the cross had not yet commenced ; for, 
though they had put Jesus Christ to death, they had 
not yet entered into a systematic opposition to the doc- 
trines he taught. 

And the Lord added to the Church daily such as 
should be saved.) ‘Though many approved of the life 
and manners of these primitive Christians, yet they 
did not become members of this holy Church ; God per- 
mitting none to be added to it, but rove cwlouevove, 
those who were saved from their sins and prejudices. 
The Church of Christ was made up of saints ; sinners 
were not permitted to incorporate themselves with it. 

One MS. and the Armenian version, instead of rove 
calouevove, the saved, have totg cwlopuevoic, to them 
who were saved; reading the verse thus: And the 
Lord added daily to those who were saved. He united 
those who were daily converted under the preaching of 
the apostles to those who had already been converted. 
And thus every lost sheep that was found was brought 
to the flock, that, under the direction of the great 
Master Shepherd, they might go out and in, and find 
pasture. The words, to the Church, ry exkAnowg, are 
omitted by BC, Coptic, Sahidic, Atihiopic, Armenian, 
and Vulgate ; and several add the words ev To avro, 
at that time, (which begin the first verse of the next 
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chapter) to the conclusion of this. My old MS. Eng- 
lish Bible reads the verse thus: Sov so the Bord en= 
tresed hem that weren maad saat, eche Dav, tnto the 
same thing. Nearly the same rendering as that in 
Wiclif. Our translation of rove cwlouevove, such as 
should be saved is improper and insupportable. The 
original means simply and solely those who were then 
saved ; those who were redeemed from their sins, and 
baptized into the faith of Jesus Christ. The same as 
those whom St. Paul addressed, Eph. ii. 8: By grace 
ye are saved, cote cecwouevor; or, ye are those who 
have been saved by grace. So in Titus iii. 5: Accord- 
ing to his mercy he saved us, ecwoev juac, by the 
washing of regeneration. And in 1 Cor. i. 18, we 
have the words rove cwlouevosc, them who are saved, 
to express those who had received the Christian faith ; 
in opposition to rove aroAAvuevore, to those who are lost, 
namely the Jews, who obstinately refused to receive 
salvation on the terms of the Gospel, the only way in 
which they could be saved; for it was by embracing 
the Gospel of Christ that they were put in a state of 
salvation ; and, by the grace it imparted, actually saved 
from the power, guilt, and dominion of sin. See 1 
Cor. xv. 2: I made known unto you, brethren, the 
Gospel which I preached unto you, which ye have re- 
ceived, and in which ye stand; and BY WHICH YE ARE 
SAVED, 00’ o} Kat owlecbe. Our translation, which in- 
deed existed long before our present authorized ver- 
sion, as may be seen in Cardmarden’s Bible, 1566, 
Beck’s Bible, 1549, and Tindall’s Testament, print- 
ed by Will. Tylle, in 1548, is bad in itself; but 
it has been rendered worse by the comments put on it, 
viz. that those whom God adds to the Church shall 
necessarily and unavoidably be eternally saved ; where- 
as no such thing is hinted by the original text, be the 
doctrine of the indefectibility of the saints true or false 
—which shall be examined in its proper place. 


On that awful subject, the foreknowledge of God, 
something has already been spoken: see ver. 23. 
Though it is a subject which no finite nature can com- 
prehend, yet it is possible so to understand what re- 
lates to ws in it as to avoid those rocks of presumption 
and despondency on which multitudes have been ship- 
wrecked. The foreknowledge of God is never spoken 
of in reference to himself, but in reference to ws: in 
him properly there is neither foreknowledge nor after- 
knowledge. Omniscience, or the power to know all 
things, is an attribute of God, and exists in him as 
omnipotence, or the power to do all things. He can 
do whatsoever he will; and he does whatsoever is fit 
or proper to be done. God cannot have foreknow- 
ledge, strictly speaking, because this would suppose 
that there was something coming, in what we call 
futurity, which had not yet arrived at the presence 
of the Deity. Neither can he have any aflerknow- 
ledge, strictly speaking, for this would suppose that 
something that had taken place, in what we call prete- 
reity, or past time, had now got beyond the presence 
of the Diety. As God exists in all that can be call- 
ed eternity, so he is equally every where: nothing 
can be future to him, because he lives in all Suturity; 
nothing can be past to him, because he equally exists 
in all past time: futurity and pretereity are relative 
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terms to us; but they can have no relation to that 
God who dwells in every point of eternity ; with whom 
all that is past, and all that is present, and all that is 
future to man, exists in one infinite, indivisible, and 
eternal NOW. As God’s omnipotence implies his 
power to do all things, so God’s ommtscience implies 
his power to know all things; but we must take heed 
that we meddle not with the infinite free agency of this 
Eternal Being. Though God can do all things, he does 
not all things. Infinite judgment directs the operations 
of his power, so that though he can, yet he does not 
do all things, but only such things as are proper to be 
done. In what is called illimitable space, he can make 
millions of millions of systems; but he does not see 
proper to do this. He can destroy the solar system, 
but he does not do it: he can fashion and order, in end- 
less variety, all the different beings which now exist, 
whether material, animal, or intellectual; but he does 
not do this, because he does not see it proper to be done. 
Therefore it does not follow that, because God can do 
all things, therefore he must do all things. God is 
omniscient, and can know all things ; but does it follow 
from this that he must know all things? Is he not as 
free in the volitions of his wisdom, as he is in the vo- 
lations of his power? The contingent as absolute, or 
the absolute as contingent? God has ordained some 
things as absolutely certain; these he knows as adso- 
lutely certain. He has ordained other things as con- 
tingent ; these he knows as contingent. It would be 
absurd to say that he foreknows a thing as only con- 
tingent which he has made adsolutely certain. And it 
would be as absurd to say that he foreknows a thing to 
be absolutely certain which in his own eternal counsel 
he has made contingent. By absolutely certain, I mean 
a thing which must be, in that order, time, place, and 
form in which Divine wisdom has ordained it to be; 
and that it can be no otherwise than this infinite counsel 
has ordained. By contingent, I mean such things as 
the infinite wisdom of God has thought proper to poise 
on the possibility of being or not being, leaving it to 
the will of intelligent beings to turn the scale. Or, 
contingencies are such possibilities, amid the succession 
of events, as the infinite wisdom of God has left to the 
will of intelligent beings to determine whether any such 
event shall take place or not. ‘To deny this would in- 
volve the most palpable contradictions, and the most 
monstrous absurdities. If there be no such things as 
contingencies in the world, then every thing is fixed 
and determined by an unalterable decree and purpose 
of God; and not only all free agency is destroyed, but 
all agency of every kind, except that of the Creator 
himself; for on this ground God is the only operator, 
either in time or eternity : all created beings are only 
imstruments, and do nothing but as impelled and acted 
upon by this almighty and sole Agent. Consequently, 
every act is his own; for if he have purposed them all 
as absolutely certain, having nothing contingent in them, 
then he has ordained them to be so; and if no contin- 
gency, then no free agency, and God alone is the sole 
actor. Hence the blasphemous, though, from the pre- 
mises, fair conclusion, that God is the author of all the 
evil and sin that are in the world; and hence follows 
that absurdity, that, as God ean do nothing that is 
wrong, WHATEVER IS, ts RIGHT. Sin is no more sin; 
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a vicious human action is no crime, if God have decreed 
at, and by his foreknowledge and will impelled the crea- 
ture to act it. On this ground there can be no punish- 
ment for delinquencies ; for if every thing be done as 
God has predetermined, and his determinations must 
necessarily be all right, then neither the instrument nor 
the agent has done wrong. .'Thus all vice and virtue, 
praise and blame, merit and demerit, guilt and inno- 
cence, are at once confounded, and all distinctions of 
this kind confounded with them. Now, allowing the 
doctrine of the contingency of human actions, (and it 
must be allowed in order to shun the above absurdities 
and blasphemies,) then we see every intelligent crea- 
ture accountable for its own works, and for the use it 
makes of the power with which God has endued it; 
and, to grant all this consistently, we must also grant 
that God foresees nothing as absolutely and inevitably 
certain which he has made contingent; and, because 
he has designed it to be contingent, therefore he cannot 
know it as absolutely and inevitably certain. 1 con- 
clude that God, although omniscient, is not obliged, in 
consequence of this, to know all that he can know ; no 
more than he is obliged, because he is omnipotent, to 
do all that he can do. 

How many, by confounding the self and free agency 
of God with a sort of continual impulsive necessity, 
have raised that neeessity into an all-ecommanding and 
overruling energy, to which God himself is made sub- 
ject! Very properly did Milton set.his damned spirits 
about such work as this, and has made it a part of their 
endless punishment :—— 


Others apart sat on a hill retired, 
In thoughts more elevate; and reasoned high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate; 
Fixed fate, free-will, foreknowledge absolute, 
And found no end, in wand’ring mazes lost. 
Parap. Lost, b. ii. 1. 557. 
Among some exceptionable expressions, the follow- 
ing are also good thoughts on the free agency and fall 
of man :— ~ 


I made him just and right, 

Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall. 

Not free, what proof could they have given sincere 

Of true allegiance, constant faith or love, 

When only what they needs must do appeared, 

Not what they would? What praise could they receive? 

Useless and vain, of freedom both despoiled, 

Made passive, both had served Necxssity, 

Not ME. 

So without least impulse or shadow of fate, 

Or aught by me immutably foreseen, 

They trespass, authors to themselves in all 

Both what they judge, and what they choose, for so 

I formed them free, and free they must remain 

Till they enthrall themselves : I else must change 

Their nature, and revoke the high decree 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordained 

Their freedom; they themselves ordained their fall. 

Ibid, b. iii. 1. 98, 103, 120. 
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I shall conclude these observations with a short ex- 
tract from Mr. Bird’s Conferences, where, in answer 
to the objection, “ If many things fall out contingently, 
or as it were by accident, God’s foreknowledge of them 
can be but contingent, dependent on man’s free will,” 
he observes: “Jt is one thing to know that a thing 
will be done necessarily ; and another, to know neces- 
sarily that a thing will be done. God doth necessarily 
foreknow all that will be done ; but he doth not know 
that those things which shall be done voluntarily will 
be done necessarily: he knoweth that they will be 
done; but he knoweth withal that they might have 
fallen out otherwise, for aught he had ordered to the 
contrary. So likewise God knew that Adam would 
fall; and yet he knew that he would not fall necessa- 
rily, for it was possible for him not to have fallen. 
And as touching God’s preordination going before his 
prescience as the cause of all events, this would be to 
make God the author of all the sin in the world; his 
knowledge comprehending that as well as other things. 
God indeed foreknoweth all things, because they will 
be done ; but things are not (therefore) done, because 
he foreknoweth them. It is impossible that any man, 
by his voluntary manner of working, should elude God's 
foresight ; but then this foresight doth not necessitate 
the will, for this were to take it wholly away. For 
as the knowledge of things present imports no neces- 
sity on that which is done, so the foreknowledge of 
things future lays no necessity on that which shall be; 
because whosoever knows and sees things, he knows 
and sees them as they are, and not as they are not; 
so that God’s knowledge doth not confound things, but 
reaches to all events, not only which come to pass, but 
as they come to pass, whether contingently or neces- 
sarily. As, for example, when you see a man walking 


}upon the earth, and at the very same instant the sun 


shining in the heavens, do you not see the first as 
voluntary, and the second as natural? And though 
at the instant you see both done, there is a necessity 
that they be done, (or else you could not see them at 
all,) yet there was a necessity of one only before they 
were done, (namely, the sun’s shining in the heavens,) 
but none at all of the other, (viz. the man’s walking 
upon the earth.) The sun could not but shine, as be- 
ing a natural agent ; the man might not have walked, 
as being a voluntary one.” This is a good argument ; 
but I prefer that which states the knowledge of God 
to be absolutely free, without the contradictions which 
are mentioned above. ‘“ But you deny the omniscience 
of God.”—No, no more than J deny his omnipotence, 
and you know I do not, though you have asserted the 
contrary. But take heed how you speak about this 
infinitely free agent : if you will contradict, take heed 
that you do not dlaspheme. I ask some simple ques- 
tions on the subject of God’s knowledge and power: 
if you know these things better than your neighbour, 
be thankful, be humble, and pray to God to give you 
amiable tempers; for the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God. May he be merciful to thee 
and me ! 
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gate of the temple healed 


CHAPTER III. 


Peter and John go to the temple at the hour of prayer, and heal a man who had been lame from his mother’s 


womb, 1-8. 


The people are astonished, and the apostles inform them that it was net by their own power 


they had healed the man, but through the power of Jesus of Nazareth, whom they had crucified, 9-16. 


Peter both excuses and reproves them, and exhorts them to repentance, 17-21. 


Shows that in Jesus 


Christ the prophecy of Moses was fulfilled ; and that all the prophets testified of Jesus and his salvation, 
22-24 ; and that, in him, the covenant made with Abraham is fulfilled ; and that Christ came to bless 
them by turning them away from their iniquities, 25, 26. 


A. M. 4033. ‘ 
sadn. Now Peter and John went up to 
An, Olymp. gether * into the temple at the 


oh hour of prayer, ” being the ninth hour. 


2 And “acertain man lame from his mo- 
ther’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily 
at the gate of the temple which is called 


a Chap. 1. 46.—» Psa. lv. 17. 


NOTES ON CHAP. III. 

Verse 1. Peter and John went up together] The 
words ext to avto, which we translate together, and 
which are the first words in this chapter in the Greek 
text, we have already seen, chap. ii. 47, are added by 
several MSS. and versions to the last verse of the 
preceding chapter. But they do not make so good a 
sense there as they do here; and should be translated, 


not together, which really makes no sense here, but at | 


that time; intimating that this transaction occurred 
nearly about the same time that those took place which 
are mentioned at the close of the former chapter. 

At the hour of prayer] This, as is immediately 
added, was the ninth hour, which answers, in a general 
way, to our three o’clock in the afternoon. The third 
hour, which was the other grand time of public prayer 
among the. Jews, answered, in a general way, to 
our nine in the morning. See the note on chap. ii. 
ver. 15. 

It appears that there were three hours of the day 
destined by the Jews to public prayer; perhaps they 
are referred to by David, Psa. lv. 17: Evenine and 
MORNING, and at Noon, will I pray and cry aloud. 
There are three distinct times marked in the book of 
the Acts. The tTuirp hour, chap. ii: 15, answering, 
as we have already seen, to nearly our nine o’clock in 
the morning; the srxru hour, chap. x. 9, answering 
to about twelve with us; and the ninrH hour, men- 
tioned in this verse, and answering to our ¢hree in the 
afternoon. 

The rabbins believed that Abraham instituted the 
time of morning prayer; Isaac, that at noon; and 
Jacob, that of the evening : for which they quote seve- 
ral scriptures, which have little reference to the subject 
in behalf of which they are produced. Others of the 
rabbins, particularly Tanchum, made a more natural 
division. Men should pray, 1. When the sun rises ; 
2. when the sun has gained the meridian; 3. when 
the sun has sez, or passed just under the horizon. At 
each of these three times they required men to offer 
prayer to God; and I should be glad to know that 
every Christian in the universe obseryed the same rule: 
it is the most natural division of the day; and he who 
conscientiously observes these three stated times of 
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A. M. 4033. 


Beautiful, ¢ to ask alms of them that 4, "5 “5¢' 
entered into the temple; ae vee 


3 Who seeing Peter ‘and John 
about to go into the temple, asked an alms. 

4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him 
with John, said, Look on us. 


¢ Chap. xiv. 8.——4 John ix. 8. 


prayer will infallibly grow in grace, and in the know 
ledge of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Verse 2. A—man lame from his mother’s womb] 
The case of this man must have been well known: 1. 
from the long standing of his infirmity: 2. from his 
being daily exposed in a place so public. Jt appears 
that he had no power to walk, and was what we term 
a cripple, for he was carried to the gate of the temple, 
and Jaid there in order to excite compassion. These 
circumstances are all marked by St. Luke, the more 
fully to show the greatness and incontestable nature 
of the miracle. 

The gate—which ws called Beautiful] There are 
different opinions concerning this gate. Josephus ob- 
serves, Bell. Jud. lib. v. cap. 5, sect. 3, that the tem- 
ple had nine gates, which were on every side covered 
with gold and silver; but there was one gate which 
was without the holy house, and was of Corinthian 
brass, and greatly excelled those which were only 
covered with gold and silver: modu ty tyy tag KaTap- 
yupove Kat Tepixpvoovg bmepayovoa. The magnitudes 
of the other gates were equal one to another ; but that 
of the Corinthian gate, which opened on the east. over 
against the gate of the holy house itself, was much 
larger: mevtnkovta yap myywY ovoa Tyv avactacty, 
TecoapakovTa THxELE Tac Oupag ELYE, KAL TOV KooLOY TOAV- 
Teheotepor, eve darpideg Tayoc apyupou Te Kat ypvoov' for 
its height was fifty cubits, and its doors were forty 
cubits, and it was adorned afler a most costly manner, 
as having much richer and thicker plates of silver and 
gold upon them than upon the other. This last was 
probably the gate which is here called Beautiful; be- 
cause it was on the outside of the temple, to which 
there was an easy access, and because it was evidently 
the most costly, according to the account in Josephus; 
but it must be granted that the text of Josephus is by 
no means clear. 

Verse 4. Look on us.] He wished to excite and 
engage his attention that he might see what was done 
to produce his miraculous cure, and, it is likely, took 
this occasion to direct his faith to Jesus Christ. See 
note on verse 16. Peter and John probably felt them- 
selves suddenly drawn by the Holy Spirit to pronounce 
the healing name in behalf of this poor man. 
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The people are filled with 


A.M. 4033. 5 And he gave heed unto them, 


ae rar expecting to receive something of 
them. 

6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: °in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Keancatlk rise up 
and walk. 

7 And he took him by the right hand, and 
lifted him up: and immediately his feet and 
ancle bones received strength ; 

8 And he ‘leaping up, stood, and walked, 
and entered with them into the temple, walk- 
ing, and leaping, and praising God. 

9 ® And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God : 


© Chap. iy. 10,— Isa. xxxv. 6.—£ Chap. iv. 16, 21. 


CHAP. III. 


wonder at the miracle 


10 And they knew that it was he pe 
which " sat for alms at the Beautiful An. Olymp. 
gate of the temple: and they were geeks 
filled with wonder and amazement at that 
which had happened unto him. 

11 And as the lame man which was healed 
held Peter and John, all the people ran toge- 
ther unto them in the porch ‘ that is called 
Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 

12 9 And when Peter saw it, he answered 
unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why mar- 
vel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on 
us, as though by our own power or holiness 
we had made this man to walk ? 


13 * The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and 


hLike John ix. 8 ——i John x. 23; chap. v. 12—— Chap. v. 30. 


Verse 5, Expecting to receive something of them.] 
Because it was a constant custom for all itt entered 
the temple to carry money with them to give to the 
treasury, or to the poor, or to both. It was on this 
ground that the friends of the lame man laid him at the 
gate of the temple, as this was the most likely place 
to receive alms. 

Verse 6. Silver and gold have I none} Though it 
was customary for all those who entered the temple 
to carry some money with them, for the purposes 


mentioned above, yet so poor were the apostles that 


they had nothing to give, either to the sacred treasury, 
or to the distressed. The popish writers are very 
dexterous at forming analogies between St. Peter and 
the pope ; but it is worthy of note that they have not 
attempted any here. Even the judicious and generally 
liberal Calmet passes by this important saying of the 
person whom he believed to have been the first pope. 
Thomas Aquinas, surnamed the angelical doctor, who 
was highly esteemed by Pope Innocent IV., going one 
day into the pope’s chamber, where they were reckon- 
ing large sums of money, the pope, addressing him- 
self to Aquinas, said: ‘“ You see that the Church 
is no longer in an age in which she can say, Silver 
and gold have I none?” “Jt is true, holy father,” 
replied the angelical doctor, “ nor can she now say to 
the lame man, Rise up and walk!” This was a faith- 
ful testimony, and must have cut deep for the moment. 
One thing is very remarkable, that though the saints 
of this Church can work no miracles while alive, they 
work many when dead; and it is the attestation of 
those post mortem miracles that leads to their canoni- 
zation. Thomas a Becket, who did no good while he 
lived, is reported to have done much after his death. 
Many have visited his tomb, and, in days of yore, many 
were said to be healed of whatsoever disease they had. 
The age is more enlightened, and the tomb of this re- 
puted saint has lost all its power. 

Verse 7. Immediately his feet and ancle bones re- 
ceived strength] The suddenness of the cure was the 
proof of the miracle: his walking and leaping were 
the evidences of it. 

Verse 8. Walking and leaping, and praising God.] 

Vou. I. ( 45 ) 


These actions are very naturally described. He walked, 
in obedience to the command of the apostle, rise up 
and walk : he leaped, to try the strength of his limbs, 
and to be convinced of the reality of the cure: he 
praised God, as a testimony of the gratitude he felt for 
the cure he had received. Now was fulfilled, in the 
most literal manner, the words of the Prophet Isaiah, 
chap. xxxv. 6: The lame man shall leap as a hart. 

Verse 9. And all the people saw‘him| The miracle 
was wrought in the most public manner, and in the 
most public place, and in a place where the best judg- 
ment could be formed of it; for, as it was a Divine 
operation, the priests, &c., were the most proper 
persons to judge of it; and under their notice it was 
now wrought. 

Verse 11. Held Peter and John] He felt the 
strongest affection for them, as the instruments by 
which the Divine influence was conveyed to his dis- 
eased body. 

In the porch that is called Solomon’s| On this por- 
tico see Bp. Pearce’s note, inserted in this work, 
John x. 23. 

Verse 12. As though by our own power] Avvapet, 
Miraculous energy. 

Or holiness] H_ evoeBecg, Meaning religious at- 
tachment to the worship of God. Do not think that 
we have wrought this miracle by any power of our 
own; or that any supereminent piety in us should 
have induced God thus to honour us, by enabling us 
to work it. Instead of evoeBera, holiness, the Syriac 
of Erpen, Armenian, Vulgate, and some copies of the 
Itala, have egovaia, power or authority ; but the first 
appears to be the legitimate reading. 

Verse 13. The God of Abraham, &c.] This was 
wisely introduced, to show them that He whom they 
called their God had acknowledged Jesus Christ for 
his Son, and wrought this miracle in his name; and, 
by thus honouring Jesus whom they slew, he had 
charged home the guilt of that murder upon them. 

Denied him in the presence of Pilate] Hpvncacbe, 
Ye have renounced him as your king, and denounced 
him to death as a malefactor, when Pilate, convinced 
of his perfect innocence, was determined, xpivavtos, 
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Peter charges them with having 


fp. $233. of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
Sr ‘hath glorified his Son Jesus ; 
1 


whom ye ™delivered up, and ® de- 
nied him in the presence of Pilate, when he 
was determined to let him go. 

14 But ye denied ° the Holy One, ? and the 
Just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto you ; 

15 And killed the 4 Prince of life, * whom 
God hath raised from the dead, * whereof we 
are witnesses. 


THE ACTS. 


killed the Prince of life 


‘th A.M. 4033 
16 * And his name, through faith 4+," $9 


in his name, hath made this man An. Olymp. 
Cli. 1. 
strong, whom ye see and know; 
yea, Bie faith which is by him hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of 
you all. 
17 And now, brethren, I wot that * through 
ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. 
18 But ‘those things, which God _ before 
had » showed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. 


1 John vii. 39; xii. 16 ; xvi. 1——™ Matt. xxvii. 2.——" Matt. xxvii. 
20; Mark xv. 11; Luke xxiii. 18, 20,21 ; John xviii. 40; xix. 15; 
chap. xiii. 28. v Psa. xvi. 10; Mark i. 24; Lukei. 35; chap. u. 
27; iv. 27,——P Chap. vii. 52; xxii. 14.——4 Or, Author, Heb. ii. 


T Ch. ii. 24. s Ch. ii. 32.—+ Matt. 
u Luke xxiii. 34; John xv:.3, ch. 
v Luke xxiv. 44; ch. xxvi. 22. 
] Pet.i. 10, 11. 


10; v.9; 1 Johny. 11. 
ix. 92; chap. iv. 10; xiv.9. 
xill. 27; 1 Cor. ii..8; 1 Tim. i. 13: 
w Psa. xxii. ; Isa. 1. 6; lit. 5, &c. ; Dan. ix. 26; 


judged it proper and just, tolet him go. Pilate wished 
to act according to justice ; you acted contrary to jus- 
tice and equity in al! their forms. 

Verse 14. Ye denied the Hoty One] Tov dyov. A 
manifest reference to Psa. xvi. 10: Thou wilt not 
suffer thy Hoty One to see corruption ; where the 
original word J'7°0N Chasideyca, thy Houy Onz, is 
translated by the Septuagint, rov ‘Oovoy cov, a word of 
the same import with that used by Peter. 

And desired a murderer] Barabbas: the case must 
have been fresh in their own remembrance. Like 
cleaves to like, and begets its lake: they were mur- 
derers themselves, and so Christ calls them, Matt. 
xxii. 7, and they preferred a murderer to the holy 

and righteous One of God. 

Verse 15. And killed the Prince of life] Tov apyn- 
you tno Swnc, The author of this life: not only imply- 
ing that all life proceeds from Jesus Christ as its 
source, but that the life-giving influence of that reli- 
gion which they were now proclaiming came all 
through him. Apyyyo¢ signifies a prime leader or 
author, a captain, from apyn, the beginning, head, or 
chief ; and ayw, J lead. In Heb. ii. 10, Christ is 
called Apynyo¢ tn¢ cutnprac, the Captain of salvation. 
He teaches the doctrine of life and salvation, leads the 
way in which men should walk, and has purchased the 
eternal life and glory which are to be enjoyed at the 
end of the way. So the Jews preferred a son of 
death, a destroyer of life, to the Author and Procurer 
of life and immortality ! 

Whereof we are witnesses.] They had now wrought 
a most striking miracle in the name of Christ, and im- 
mediately proposed themselves as witnesses of his 
resurrection from the dead; the miracle which they 
had thus wrought being an unimpeachable proof of this 
resurrection. 

Verse 16. And his name] JESUS, the Saviour: 
through faith in his name, as the Saviour, and author 
of life, and all its concomitant blessings, such as health, 
&c. It is not quite clear whether the apostles refer 
to their own faith in Jesus, or to the faith of the lame 
man. It is true Christ had promised that they should 
perform miracles in his name, Mark xvi. 17,18. And 
that whatsoever they asked of the Father in his name, 
he would grant it, John xvi. 23. And they might 
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have been led at this time to make request unto 
God to be enabled to work this miracle ; and the faith 
they had in his unlimited power and unchangeable 
truth might have induced them to make this request. 
Or, the faith might have been that of the lame man ; 
the apostles, in the time they desired him to look on 
them, might have taught him the necessity of beliey- 
ing in Christ in order to his healing; and the man’s 
mind might have been prepared for this by the miracle 
of the oie of tongues, of which he must have heard ; 
and heard that this mighty effusion of the Spirit had 
come in the name and through the power of Christ. 
However the faith may be understood, it was only the 
means to receive the blessing, which the apostles most 
positively attribute, not to thei power or holiness, but 
to Jesus Christ alone. Fath always receives ; never 
gives. 

Verse 17. I wot] Oda, I know. Wot is from the 
Anglo-Saxon, pitan, to know; and hence wit, science 
or understanding. 

Through ignorance ye did it] This is a very ten- 
der excuse for them; and one which seems to be ne- 
cessary, in order to show them that their state was not 
utterly desperate ; for if all that they did to Christ had 
been through absolute malice, (they well knowing who 
he was,) if any sin could be supposed to be unpardon- 
able, it must have been theirs. Peter, foreseeing that 
they might be tempted thus to think, and consequently 
to despair of salvation, tells them that their offence 
was extenuated by their ignorance of the person they 
had tormented and crucified. And one must suppose 
that, had they been fully convinced that this Jesus was 
the only Messiah, they never would have crucified 
him ; but they did not permit themselves to receive 
conviction on the subject. 

Verse 18. But those things—he hath so fulfilled.} 
Your ignorance and malice have been overruled by the 
sovereign wisdom and power of God, and have become 
the instruments of fulfilling the Divine purpose, that 
Christ must suffer, in order to make an atonement for 
the sin of the world. AJl the prophets had declared 
this ; some of them in express terms, others indirectly 
and by symbols ; but, as the whole Mosaic dispensation 
referred to Christ, all that prophesied or ministered 
under it must have referred to him also. 

(, 40%) 


He exhorts the people 


AM, 4088 19 * Repent ye therefore, and be 


An. Olymp. 
Some: converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of re- 
freshing shall come from the presence of the 


Lord ; 


x Chap. ii. 38.—- Chap. i. 11. 


Verse 19. Repent ye therefore] Now that ye are 
convinced that this was the Messiah, let your minds be 
changed, and your hearts become contrite for the sins 
you have committed. 

And be converted] Exicpepare, Turn to God through 
this Christ, deeply deploring your transgressions, and 
believing on his name; that your sins may be blotted 
out, which are not only recorded against you, but for 
which you are condemned by the justice of God; and 
the punishment due to them must be executed upon 
you, unless prevented by your repentance, and turning 
to him whom ye have pierced. ‘The dlolting out of 
sins may refer to the ceremony of the waters of jea- 
lousy, where the curse that was written in the book 
was to be blotted out with the bitter water. See the 
note on Num. v. 23. ‘Their sins were written down 
against them, and cried aloud for punishment ; for they 
themselves had said, His blood be upon us, and upon 
our children, Matt. xxvi. 25; and unless they took 
refuge in this sacrificial blood, and got their sins dlot- 
ted out by it, they could not be saved. 

When the tumes of refreshing shall come] Dr. Tighe 
foot contends, and so ought all, that émw¢ av eAGwor 
Kaipot avawuéewc, should be translated, THat the tunes 
of refreshing MAY come. Avayvéic signifies a breath- 
ing time, or respite, and may be here applied to the 
space that elapsed from this time till the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Romans. This was a tame of 
respite, which God gave them to repent of their sins, 
and be converted to himself. Taking the word in the 
sense of refreshment in general, it may mean the whole 
reign of the kingdom of grace, and the blessings which 
God gives here below to all genuine believers, peace, 
love, joy, and communion with himself. See on ver. 21. 

Verse 20. Which before was preached unto you] 
Instead of mpoxexypuypevor, before preached, ABCDE, 
fifty-three others, both the Syriac, all the Aradic, the 
Armenian, Chrysostom, and others, have mpoxeyecps- 
cuevov, who was before designed, or appointed ; and 
this is without doubt the true reading. Christ cruci- 
fied was the person whom God had from the beginning 
appointed ox designed for the Jewish people. It was 
not a triumphant Messiah which they were to expect ; 
but one who was to suffer and die. Jesus was this 
person ; and by believing in him, as thus suffering and 
dying for their sins, he should be again sent, in the 
power of his Spirit, to justify and save them. 

Verse 21. Whom the heaven must receiwe] He has 
already appeared upon earth, and accomplished the 
end of his appearing; he has ascended unto heaven, 
to administer the concerns of his kingdom, and there 
he shall continue till he comes again to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

The times of restitution of all things] The word 
anoxaraoracic, from azo, which signifies from, and 

1 


CHAP. III. 


KG. repentance 


20 And he shall send Jesus Christ. 4: pee 4033. 
which before was preached unto Aes lym. 
you. : 

21 » Whom the heaven must receive until the 
times of 7 restitution of all things, * which God 


zMatt. xvii. 11.—a Luke i. 70. 


kabioravely, to establish or settle any thing, viz. in a 
good state; and, when azo is added to it, then this 
preposition implies that this good state, in which it is 
settled, was preceded by a bad one, from which the 
change is made to a good one. So in chap. i. 6, 
when the disciples said to Christ, Wilt thou at this 
time restore again (arokabioraverc) the kingdom to 
Israel? they meant, as the Greek word implies, Wilt 
thou take the kingdom from the Romans, and give it 
back to the Jews? Now, as the word is here con- 
nected with, which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets, it must mean the accomplishment 
of all the prophecies and promises contained in the Old 
Testament relative to the kingdom of Christ upon 
earth; the whole reign of grace, from the ascension 
of our Lord till his coming again, for of all these things 
have the holy prophets spoken ; and, as the grace of 
the Gospel was intended to destroy the reign of sin, 
its energetic influence is represented as restoring all 
things, destroying the bad state, and establishing the 
good—taking the kingdom out of the hands of sin 
and Satan, and putting it into those of righteousness 
and truth. This is done in every believing soul ; 

all things are restored to their primitive once oe 
the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keeps the heart and mind in the knowledge and love 
of God. The man loves God with all his heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and his neighbour as himself; and 
thus all the things of which the holy prophets have 
spoken since the world began, relative to the salvation 
of any soul, are accomplished in this case; and when 
such a work becomes universal, as the Scriptures 
seem to intimate that it will, then all things will be 
restored in the fullest sense of the term. As therefore 
the subject here referred to is that of which all the 
prophets from the beginning have spoken, (and the 
grand subject of all their declarations was Christ and 
his work among men,) therefore the words are to be 
applied to ¢his, and no other meaning. Jesus Christ 
comes to raise up man from a state of ruin, and re- 
store to him the image of God, as he possessed it at 
the beginning. 

All his holy prophets] Uavrwr, all, is omitted by 
ABCD, some others, one Syriac, the Coptic, Atthio- 
pic, Armenian, and Vulgate. Griesbach leaves it 
out of the text, and inserts the article twv, which the 
Greek MSS. have, in the place of mavtwv. The 
text reads thus: Which he hath spoken by his holy 
prophets, &c. 

Since the world began.] Ar’ atwvoc; as atwy signi- 
fies complete and ever-during existence or eternity, 
it is sometimes applied, by way of accommodation, to 
denote the whole course of any one period, such as the 
Mosaic dispensation. See the note on Gen. xxi. 33. 
It may therefore here refer to that state of things from 
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Peter shows that Jesus is the THE 


A. M. 4033. hath spoken by the mouth of all his 


Bere holy prophets, since the world 
began. 

22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, 
> A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall 
say unto you. 

23 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, 
which will not hear that prophet, shall be de- 
stroyed from among the people. 


> Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19; chap. vii. 37. ¢ Chap. 11.39; Rom. 
ix. 4, 8; xv.8; Gal. iii. 26. 4 Gen. xii. 3; xvill. 18; xxii. 18; 


the giving of the law; and as Moses is mentioned in 
the next verse, and none before him, it is probable 
that the phrase should be so understood here But, 
if we apply it to the commencement of time, the sense 
is still good: Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophe- 
sied of these things; and indeed the birth, life, mira- 
cles, preaching, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, and reign of Jesus Christ, have been the only 
theme of all prophets and inspired men from the found- 
ation of the world. 

Verse 22. Moses truly said unto the fathers] On 
this subject the reader is requested to refer to the note 
at the end of Deut. xviii. From this appeal to Moses 
it is evident that Peter wished them to understand that 
Jesus Christ was come, not as an ordinary prophet, to 
exhort to repentance and amendment, but as a legis- 
lator, who was to give them a new law, and whose 
commands and precepts they were to obey, on pain of 
endless destruction. Therefore they were to under- 
stand that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was that new 
law which should supersede the old. 

Verse 24. All the prophets from Samuel] Dr. 
Lightfoot observes: “We have Moses and Samuel 
mentioned together in this place, as also Psa. xcix. 6, 
because there were few or no prophets between these 
two, 1 Sam. iii. 1, and the apparition of angels having 
been more frequent ; but, after the decease of Phineas, 
it is a question whether there was any oracle by Urim 
and Thummim, through the defect of prophecy in the 
high priests, till the times of Samuel. But then it 
revived in Abimelec, Abiather, &c.” The Jews have 
a saying, Hieros. Chagigah, fol. 77. bw 1 Oxiow 
O'N'32 Samuel was the chief of the prophets. Perhaps 
it was in reference to this that Peter said, AJl the 
prophets from Samuel, &c. 

Verse 25. Ye are the children of the prophets] 
This is the argumentum ad hominem: as ye are the 


ACTS. prophet foretold by Moses 


24 Yea, and all the prophets from 4, M. 4033. 


Samuel and those that follow after, 
as many as have spoken, have hke- 
wise foretold of these days. 

25 © Ye are the children of the prophets, 
and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, ¢ And in thy 
seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 

26 ° Unto you first, God, having raised up 
his Son Jesus, f sent him to bless you, * in turn- 
ing away every one of you from his iniquities. 


xxvil. 4; xxvill. 14; Gal. iii. 8. e Matt. x. 5; xv. 24; Luke 
xxiv. 47; chap. xiii. 32, 33, 46.—‘ Ver. 22.——=s Matt. 1. 2]. 


children or disciples of the prophets, ye are bound to 
believe their predictions, and obey their precepts ; 
and not only so, but ye are entitled to their promises. 
Your duty and your interest go hand in hand; and 
there is not a blessing contained in the covenant which 
was made with your fathers but belongs to you. Now, 
as this covenant respected the blessings of the Gospel, 
you must believe in Jesus Christ, in order to be put in 
possession of al] those blessings. 

Verse 26. Unto you first, God, having raised up] 
As you are the children of the prophets, and of the 
covenant, the first offers of salvation belong to you, 
and God thus makes them to you. The great mission 
of Jesus Christ is directed first to you, that you may 
be saved from your sins. God designs to bless you, 
but it is by turning each of you away from his ini- 
quities. The salvation promised in the covenant is a 
salvation from sin, not from the Romans; and no 
man can have his sin dlotted out who does not turn 
away from it. 


1. We may learn from this that neither political 
nor ecclesiastical privileges can benefit the soul, merely 
considered in themselves : a man may have Abraham 
for his father, according to the flesh ; and have Satan 
for his father, according to the spirit. A man may 
be a member of the visible Church of Christ, without 
any title to the Church triumphant. In short, if a 
man be not turned away from his iniquities, even 
the death of Christ profits him nothing. His name 
shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his people 
FROM their sINs. 

2. If Christ be the substance and sum of all that 
the prophets have written, is it not the duty and 
interest of every Christian, in reading the Scriptures, 
to search for the testimony they bear to this Christ, 
and the salvation procured by his death ? 


CHAPTER IV. 


The priests and Sadducees are incensed at the apostles’ teaching, and put them in prison, 1-3. The number 


of those who believed, 4. 
concerning their authority to teach, 5-7. 
Jesus, 8-12. 
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The rulers, elders, and scribes call the apostles before them, 
Peter, 
They are confounded at his discourse and the miracle wrought on the lame man, 
mand them not to preach in the name of Jesus, 13-18. 


and question them 

filled with the Holy Ghost, answers, and proclaims 

yet com- 

Peter and John refuse to obey, 19,20. They 
1 


The priests and Sadducees 


are farther threatened and dismissed, 21, 22. 
and prayer to God, 23-30. 
of the primitive disciples, 32-35. 
common stock, 36, 37. 


AL Mtoe. AND as they spake unto - the 
An, Olne people, the priests, and the 


“captain of the temple, and the 
Sadducees, came upon them, 

2 » Being grieved that they taught the peo- 
ple, and preached through Jesus the resurrec- 
tion from the dead. 

3 And they laid hands on them, and put 
them in hold unto the next day: for it was 
now eventide. 

4 Howbeit many of them which heard the 


2 Or, ruler ; Luke xxii. 4; chap. v. 24. Matt. xxii. 23; Acts 
xxii. 8. 


NOTES ON CHAP. IV. 

Verse 1. The priests} These persons had evi- 
denced the most implacable enmity against Christ from 
the beginning. F 

The captain of the temple] See this office parti- 
cularly explained in the note on Luke xxii. 4. 

The Sadducees} Whose whole system was now 
in danger by the preaching of the resurrection of 
Christ ; for they believed not in the immortality of the 
soul, nor in any future world. These made a common 
cause with the priests, &c., to suppress the evidence 
of Christ’s resurrection, and silence the apostles. 

Verse 2. Being grieved]  Atarovovuevor, They 
were thoroughly fatigued with the continuance of this 
preaching ; their minds suffered more labour, through 
vexation at the success of the apostles, than the bodies 
of the apostles did in their fatiguing exercise of preach- 
ing during the whole day. 

Verse 4. The number—was about five thousand.] 
That is, as I understand the passage, the one hundred 
and twenty which were converted before pentecost, 
the three thousand converted at pentecost, and one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty converted since the 
conversion of the three thousand ; making in the whole 
five thousand, or ooe: about that number : there might 
have been more or less; the historian does not fix the 
number absolutely. A goodly flock in one city, as the 
commencement of the Christian Church! Some think 
all the five thousand were converted on this day; but 
this is by no means likely. 

Verse 5. Their rulers, and elders, and scribes] 
Those with the high priest Annas formed the Sanhe- 
drin, or grand council of the Jews. 

Verse 6. Annas] Though this man was not now 
actually in the office of high priest, yet he had pos- 
sessed it for eleven years, bore the title all his life, 
and had the honour of seeing five of his sons fill that 
eminent place after him—an honour that never hap- 
pened to any other person from the commencement of 
the Mosaic institution. He is the same who is called 
Ananus by Josephus, Ant. b. xx. ¢ 8. 

And Caiaphas] He was son-in-law to Annas, John 

1 


CHAP. IV. 


persecute the apostles. 


They return to their own company, who all jon in praise 
God answers, and fills them with the Holy Spirit, 31. 


The blessed state 


The case of Joses, who sells his estate, and brought the money to the 


word believed ; and the number of 1 4033. 
the men was about five thousand. 

5 “| And it came to pass on the 
morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 

6 And ¢ Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, 
and John, and Alexander, and as many as 
were of the kindred of the high priest, were 
gathered together at Jerusalem. 

7 And when they had set them in the midst, 
they asked, * By what power, or by what name, 
have ye done this ? 


An. Olymp. 
CCII. 1. 


¢ Luke iii. 2; John xi. 49; xviii. 13——4 Exod. ii. 14; Matt. 
xxi. 23; chap. vii. 27. 


xvill. 13, was now high priest, and the same who, a 
short time before, condemned Christ to be crucified. 

And John] Dr. Lightfoot conjectures, with great 
probability, that this was Jochanan ben Zaccai, who 
was very famous at that time in the Jewish nation.— 
Of him it is said in the Talmud, Jucas. fol. 60: ‘ Rab- 
bin Jochanan ben Zaccai the priest lived 120 years. 
He found favour in the eyes of Cesar, from whom he 
obtained Jafneh. When he died, the glory of wisdom 
ceased.” The following is a remarkable passage : 
Yoma, fol. 39: Forty years before the destruction of 
the city, (the very time of which St. Luke now treats,) 
when the gates of the temple flew open of their own 
accord, Rab. Jochanan ben Zaccai said,“ O temple! 
temple! why dost thou disturb thyself? I know thy 
end, that thou shalt be destroyed, for so the Prophet 
Zachary hath spoken concerning thee: open thy doors, 
O Lebanon! that the fire may devour thy cedars.”— 
See Lightfoot and Schoettgen. 

And Alexander] This was probably Alexander Lysi- 
machus, one of the richest Jews of his time, who made 
great presents to the temple, and was highly esteemed 
by King Agrippa. See Calmet. He was brother to 
the famous Philo Judeus, and father of Alexander Ti- 
berius, who married Berenice, the daughter of Agrippa 
the elder, and was governor of Judea after Cuspius 
Fadus. See Josephus, Ant. 1. xix. c. 5, s. 1. 

Of the kindred of the high priest] Or rather, as 
Bp. Pearce renders it, “ of the race of the high priests, 
i. e. of the family out of which the high priests were 
chosen.” It may, however, comprehend those who 
belonged to the families of Annas and Caiaphas, and 
all who were connected with the sacerdotal family.— 
Luke distinctly mentions all these, to show how /for- 
midable the enemies were against whom the infant 
Church of Christ had to contend. 

Verse 7, By what power, or by what name, have 
ye done ths?) It seems that this council were con- 
vinced that the lame man was miraculously healed ; 
but it is very likely that they believed the whole to be 
the effect of magic ; and, as all intercourse with fami- 
liar spirits, and all spells, charms, &c,, were unlawful, 
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Peter and John defend themselves, 


A. M, 4033. Then Peter, filled with the 

A. D, 29. 2 
An. Olymp. ‘abi Ghost, said unto them, Ye 

7 rulers of the people, and elders 
of Israel, 

9 If we this day be examined of the good 
deed done to the impotent man, by what means 
he is made whole ; 

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the 
people of Israel, f that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, § whom 
God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. 


THE ACTS. 


and prove that Jesus 1s the Christ 


11 * This is the stone which was ADE sigs. 
set at nought of you builders, which Au Liyme. 
is bacattie™ the head of the corner. 

12 i Neither is there salvation in any other : 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved. 

13 % Now when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, *and perceived that they were 
unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled 
and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. 


e Luke xii. 11, 12—f Chap. iii. 6, 16—# Chap. i1.24.— Psa. 
exvill. 22; Isa. xxviii. 16; Matt. xxi. 42. 


iMatt. i. 21; chap. x. 43; 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6——* Matt. x1. 25; 1 
Car. i, 27. 


they probably hoped that, on the examination, this 
business would come out, and that then these disturb- 
ers of their peace would be put to death. Hence they 
inquired by what power, ev og dvvayer, by what su- 
pernatural energy ; or in what name, by what mode of 
incantation; and who is the spirit you invoke, in order 
to do these things? False prophets, reputed witches, 
wizards, &c., were to be brought before the sanhedrin, 
to be by them judged, acquitted, or condemned, accord- 
ing to the evidence. Some think the words should be 
thus understood: Who gave you authority to teach 
publicly? This belongs to the sanhedrin. What, 
therefore, is your authority, and who is he who gave 
it to yout? 

Verse 8. Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost] 
Which guided him into all truth, and raised him far 
above the fear of man; placing him in a widely differ- 
ent state of mind to that in which he was found when, 
in the hall of Caiaphas, he denied his Master, through 
fear of a servant girl. But now was fulfilled the pro- 
mise of Christ, Matt. x. 18, 19,20: And ye shall be 
brought before governors and kings for my sake; but 
take no thought how or what ye shall speak ; for it 
is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that 
speaketh in you. 

Verse 9. The good deed done] Em evepyecia, 
The benefit he has received in being restored to per- 
fect soundness. 

Verse 10. By the name of Jesus Christ of Naza- 
yeth] ‘This was a very bold declaration in the presence 
of such an assembly; but he felt he stood on good 
ground. The cure of the lame man the day before 
was notorious; his long infirmity was well known; 
his person could be easily identified ; and he was now 
standing before them whole and sound: they them- 
selves therefore could judge whether the miracle was 
true or false, But the reality of it was not questioned, 
nor was there any difficulty about the instruments that 
were employed; the only question is, How have ye 
done this? and in whose name? Peter immediately 
answers, We have done it in the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth whom ye crucified, and whom God hath raised 
from the dead, 

Verse 11, This is the stone which was set at nought 
of you builders} By your rejection and crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ, you have fulfilled one of your own 
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prophecies, Psa. cxvill. 22; and, as one part of this 
prophecy is now so literally fulfilled, ye may rest as- 
sured, so shall the other; and this rejected stone shall 
speedily become the head stone of the corner. See 
the note on Matt. xxi. 42. 

Verse 12, Neither is there salvation in any other] 
No kind of healing, whether for body or soul, can 
come through any but him who is called Jesus. The 
spirit of health resides in him; and from him alone its 
influences must be received, 

For there is none other name} Not outs no other 
person, but no nume except that divinely appointed one, 
Matt. i. 21, by which salvation from sin can be ex- 
pected—none given under heaven—no other means 
ever devised by God himself for the salvation of a lost 
world. All other means were only subordinate, and 
referred to him, and had their efficacy from him alone. 
He wes the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world; and no man ever came, or can Rome to the 
Father but by him. 

Verse 13. The boldness of Peter and John] Tay 
tappyotav, The freedom and fluency with which they 
spoke ; for they spoke now from the immediate in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost, and their word was with 
power, 

That they were unlearned and ignorant men] 
Aypaypatot, Persons without literature, not brought up 
in nor given to literary pursuits—and ignorant, tdiwrac, 
persons in private life, brought up in its occupations 
alone. It does not mean ignorance in the common 
acceptation of the term; and our translation is very 
improper, In no sense of the word could any of the 
apostles be called zgnorant men; for though their 
spiritual knowledge came all from heaven, yet in all 
other matters they seem to have been men of good, 
sound, strong, common sense. 

They took knowledge of them] Emey:vookov may 
imply that they got information, that they had been 
disciples of Christ, and probably they might have seen 
them in our Lord’s company ; for there can be little 
doubt that they had often seen our Lord teaching the 
multitudes, and these disciples attending him, 

That they had been with Jesus.) Had they not had 
his teaching, the present company would soon have 
confounded them ; but they spoke with so much power 
and authority that the whole sanhedrin was confounded, 


They are forbid preaching 


Ae 14 And beholding the man which 


An. Olymp. was healed | standing with them, 
they could say nothing against it. 

15 But when they had commanded them to 
go aside out of the council, they conferred 
among themselves, 

16 Saying, ™ What shall we do to these men ? 
for that indeed a notable miracle hath been 
done by them is ® manifest to all them that 
dwell in Jerusalem ; and we cannot deny it. 

17 But that it spread no farther among the 
people, let us straitly threaten them, that they 
speak henceforth to no man in this name. 

18 ° And they called them, and commanded 


1Chap. iii. 
° Again, chap. v. 40. 


11,—" John xi. 47. 
P Chap. v. 29. 


aChapter ii. 9, 10. 
4 Chap. 1. 8: ii. 32. 


He who is taught in spiritual matters by Christ Jesus 
has a better gift than the tongue of the learned. He 
who is taught in the school of Christ will ever speak 
to the point, and intelligibly too; though his words 
may not have that polish with which they who prefer 
sound to sense are often carried away. 

Verse 14. They could say nothing against it.] 
They could not gainsay the apostolic doctrine, for that 
was supported by the miraculous fact before them. If 
the doctrine be false, the man cannot have been mi- 
raculously healed : if the man be miraculously healed, 
then the doctrine must be true that it is by the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth that he has been healed. But 
the man is incontestably healed ; therefore the doc- 
trine is true. 

jerse 16. A notable miracle hath been done] A 
miracle has been wrought, and this miracle is known, 
and acknowledged to be such; all Jerusalem knew 
that he was Ilame—lame from his birth, and that he 
had long begged at the Beautiful gate of the temple ; 
and now all Jerusalem knew that he was healed ; and 
there was no means by which such a self-evident fact 
could be disproved. 

Verse 17. But that it spread no farther] Not the 
news of the miraculous healing of the lame man, but 
the doctrine and influence which these men preach and 
exert. More than a thousand people had already pro- 
fessed faith in Christ in consequence of this miracle, 
(see ver. 4,) and if this teaching should be permitted 
to go on, probably accompanied with similar miracles, 
they had reason to believe that all Jerusalem (them- 
selves excepted, who had steeled their hearts against 
all good) should be converted to the religion of him 
whom they had lately crucified. 

Let us straitly threaten them] Arey aretAjowpeba, 
Let us threaten them with threatening, a Hebraism, 
and a proof that St. Luke has translated the words of 
the council into Greek, just as they were spoken. 

That they speak—to no man in this name.| No- 
thing so ominous to them as the name of Christ cru- 
cified, because they themselves had been his crucifiers. 
On this account they could not bear to hear salvation 
preached to mankind through him of whom they had 
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CHAP. IV. 


in the name of Jesus. 


them not to speak at all nor teach 4,™, 439. 
in the name of Jesus. 

19 But Peter and John answered 
and said unto them, ? Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. 

20 1 For we cannot but speak the things 
which * we have seen and heard. 

21 So when they had farther threatened 
them, they let them go, finding nothing how 
they might punish them, * because of the peo 
ple: for all men glorified God for * that which 
was done. 

22 For the man was above forty years old, 


An. Olymp. 
CCII. iy 


Chap. xxii. 15; 1 John i. 1, 3. 


5 Matt. xxi. 26; Luke xx. 6, 
9; xxii. 2; chap. v. 26. il 


t Chap. iii. 7, 8. 


been the betrayers and murderers, and who was soon 
likely to have no enemies but themselves. 

Verse 18. Not to speak—nor teach in the name of 
Jesus.| Any other doctrine, and any other name, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites and infidels will 
bear, but the doctrine which is according to godliness, 
proclaiming salvation through the blood of Christ cru- 
cified, they will not bear. If their doctrine were not 
the truth of God it could not be so unpopular ; there 
is such an enmity in human nature against all that is 
good and true, that whatever comes from God is 
generally rejected by wicked men. 

Verse 19. Whether it be right in the sight of God} 
As if they had said: Worldly prudence and a consider- 
ation of our secular interests would undoubtedly induce 
us to obey you; but acting as before God, and follow- 
ing the dictates of eternal truth and justice, we dare 
not be silent. Can it be right to obey men contrary 
to the command and will of God? When he com- 
mands us to speak, dare we hold our tongue? We 
have received our authority from God through Christ, 
and feel fully persuaded of the truth by the Holy Spirit 
which now dwells in us; and we should be guilty of 
treason against God, were we on any consideration to 
suppress his testimony. Your own consciences tes- 
tify that we should be sinners against our heavenly 
King, were we to act according to your orders; and 
the conclusion is, that we cannot but speak what we 
have seen and heard. 

Verse 21. When they had farther threatened them] 
Tpocarecanoauevot, When they had added to their for- 
mer threatenings, repeating the former menaces, and 
adding new penalties. 

Finding nothing how they might punish them] Or, 
as the Codex Beze reads, py ebpioxovtec aitiav, Tw¢ 
kohacwvrat, not finding a cause why they might pun- 
ish them. This reading is supported by the Syrvac 
and Arabic. Bp. Pearce says, ‘ This is better sense 
and better Greek.” 

Because of the people} The people saw the miracle, 
confessed the finger of God, believed on the Lord 
Jesus, and thus became converts to the Christian 
faith; and the conyerts were now so numerous that 
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The disciples tell their brethren THE 


A.M. 4053. on whom this miracle of healing 
An. Olymp. was showed. 

sve 23 9 And being let go, "they 
went to their own company, and reported all 
that the chief priests and elders had said unto 
them. 

24 And when they heard that, they lifted up 
their voice to God with one accord, and said, 
Lord, * thou art God, which hast made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 

25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David 
hast said, “ Why did the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine vain things ? 


ACTS. what happened at the council. 
A. M. 4033. 


26 The kings of the earth stood up, 4,™, ‘0 
and the rulers were gathered together An. Olymp. 
against the Lord and against his Christ. 

27 For * of a truth against ¥ thy holy child 
Jesus, 7 whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the people of Israel, were gathered together, 

28 * For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be done. 

29 And now, Lord, behold their threaten- 
ings; and grant unto thy servants, ° that with 
all boldness they may speak thy word, 

30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal ; 


x Matt. 


u Chap. xii. 12, Vv 2 Kings xix. 15.——_ Psa. ii, 1. 
i % Luke 


xxvi. 3; Luke xxii, 2; xxii. 1, 8——y Luke i. 35, 


the sanhedrin was afraid to proceed to any extremities, 
lest an insurrection should be the consequence. 

Verse 22. The man was above forty years old] 
The disease was of long standing, and consequently the 
more inveterate ; but all difficulties, small or great, 
yield equally to the sovereign power of God. It is 
as easy with God to convert a sinner of forty or four- 
score, as one of ten years old. But he who now re- 
fuses to obey the call of God has neither reason nor 
revelation to support himself even in the most distant 
hope that he shall get, in a future time, the salvation 
which he rejects in the present. 

Verse 23. They went to their own company] This 
was properly the first persecution that had been raised 
up against the Church since the resurrection of Christ ; 
and as the rest of the disciples must haye known that 
Peter and John had been cast into prison, and that 
they were to be examined before the sanhedrin, and 
knowing the evil disposition of the rulers toward their 
brethren, they doubtless made joint supplication to God 
for their safety. In this employment it is likely Peter 


and John found them on their return from the council, 


and repeated to them all their treatment, with the 
threats of the chief priests and elders. 

Verse 24. Lord, thou art God] Asarora, ov 6 Osoe, 
Thou God art the sovereign Lord. Thy rule is uni- 
versal, and thy power unlimited; for thou hast the 
heaven and its glories, the earth and the sea, and their 
endlessly varied and numerous inhabitants, under thy 
direction and control, 

Verse 25. By the mouth of thy servant David hast 
said] Several add, but impertinently, dva TVEVYLATOE 
aytov, by the Holy Spirit ; but it is sufficient that Gop 
has said it; and thus we find that David spoke by the 
inspiration of God; and that the second Psalm relates 
to Jesus Christ, and predicts the vain attempts made 
py Jewish and heathen powers to suppress Christianity. 

Verse 26. Against the Lord and against his Christ. ] 
Kara tov Xpiorov avrov should be translated, against his 
ANOINTED, because it particularly agrees with dv eExptoac, 
whom thou hast aNoINTED, in the succeeding verse, 

Verse 27. There is a parenthesis in this verse that 
is not sufficiently noticed: it should be read in con- 
nection with ver, 28, thus: For of a truth against 
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iv. 18; John x. 36. @ Chap. ii. 23; iii. 18.— Ver. 13, 31, 
ch. ix.27; xiii.45; xiv. 3; xix.8; xxvi.26; xxvili.31; Eph. vi. 19. 


thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, (for tu 
do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined 
before to be done,) both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles and people of Israel, were gathered together. 

It is evident that what God’s hand and counsel de- 
termined before to be done was not that which Herod, 
Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, (Romans,) and the people 
of Israel had done and were doing; for, then, their 
rage and vain counsel would be such as God himself 
had determined should take place, which is both im- 
pious and absurd; but these gathered together to hinder 
what God had before determined that his Christ or 
Anointed should perform ; and thus the passage is un- 
doubtedly to be understood. 

Were gathered together| Ev ty mode tavry, In this 
very city, are added by ABDE, and several others; 
all the Syriac, the Coptic, Avihiopic, Armenian, Sla- 
vonan, Vulgate, Itala, and several of the primitive 
fathers. This reading Griesbach has received into 
the text. This makes the words much more emphatic; 
in this thy own city, these different and in all other 
cases dissentient powers are leagued together against 
thine Anointed, and are determined to prevent the 
accomplishment of thy purpose, 

Verse 29. And now, Lord, behold their threaten- 
ings] It is not against us, but against thee, that they 
conspire; it is not to prevent the success of our 
preaching, but to bring to nought thy counsel: the 
whole of their enmity is against thee. Now, Lord, 
look upon it ; consider this. 

And grant unto thy servants} While we are endea- 
vouring to fulfil thy counsels, and can do nothing with- 
out thee, sustain our courage, that we may proclaim 
thy truth with boldness and irresistible power. 

Verse 30. By stretching forth thine hand to heal] 
Show that it is thy truth which we proclaim, and con- 
firm it with miracles, and show how highly thou hast 
magnified thy Son Jesus, whom they have despised 
and crucified, by causing signs and wonders to be 
wrought in his name. 

Thy holy child Jesus.| Tov aytov ratdo¢e gov should 
be translated, thy holy seRVANT, as in ver. 25. AaBid 
maidoc cov, thy servant David, not thy curtp David; 
the word is the same in both places. 

1 


They are filiea CHAP. IV, with the Holy Ghost. 

$i 42 $33. © and. that signs and wonders may | he possessed was his own; but they 4, gh 

An, Olymp. be done @ by the name of ° thy holy | had all things common. An. hes 
child Jesus. 33 And with * pnt 


31 “ And when they had prayed, ‘ the place 
was shaken where they were assembled together ; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
® and they spake the word of God with boldness. 

32 And the multitude of them that believed 
» were of one heart and of one soul: i neither 
said any of them that aught of the things which 


¢ Chap. ii. 43 ; v. 12.—-4Ch. iii. 6,16. © Ver. 27. Ch. 
li. 2,43 xvi. 26,-— Ver. 29.4 Ch. v. 12; Rom. xv. 5,6; 2 Cor. 


Verse 31. The place was shaken] This earthquake 
was an evidence of the presence of God, and a most 
direct answer to their prayer, as far as that prayer 
concerned themselves. The earthquake proclaimed the 
streiched-out arm of God, and showed them that re- 
sistance against his counsels and determinations must 
come to nought. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost] And, 
in consequence of this, they spake the word of God 
with boldness; a pointed answer to a second part of 
their request, verse 29. A right prayer will always 
have a right and ready answer. Though these disci- 
ples had received the Holy Spirit on the day of pente- 
cost, yet they were capable of larger communications ; 
and what they had then received did not preclude the 
necessity of frequent supplies, on emergent occasions. 
Indeed, one communication of this Spirit always makes 
way and disposes for another. Neither apostle nor 
private Christian can subsist in the Divine life without 
frequent influences from on high, Had these disciples 
depended on their pentecostal grace, they might have 
sunk now under the terror and menaces of their com- 
bined and powerful foes. God gives grace for the 
time being, but no stock for futurity, because he will 
keep all his followers continually dependent on himself. 

With boldness.| Wavte tw OeAovte mioteverv, To all 
who were willing to believe, is added by DE, two others, 
Augustin, Ireneus, and Bede, 

Verse 32. The multitude of them that believed] The 
whole 5000, mentioned verse 4, and probably many 
others, who had been converted by the ministry of the 
other apostles since that time. 

Were of one heart and of one soul] Were ina state 
of the most perfect friendship and affection. In all the 
5000 there appeared to be but one heart and one soul ; 
so perfectly did they agree in all their views, religious 
opinions, and holy affections. Some MSS. add, kav 
ovk nv diaxpioe ev avTote ovdeuta, and there was no kind 
of difference or dissension among them. This remark- 
able reading is found in the Codex Beza, another of 
great authority, E, two others, Ambrose, Bede, Cyprian, 
and Zeno. Diogenes Laertius relates of Aristotle, 
epwTnberc, TL EaTe gedoc; being asked, What 1s a FRIEND! 
epn, pa Wuyn Ovo capacty evorkovoa’ answered, ONE 
soul dwelling mn Two bodies. This saying has been 
justly celebrated: but what would this wonderful phi- 
losopher have thought and said, had he seen these dis- 

1 


great power gave 

the apostles | witness of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus: and ™ great grace was upon 
them all. 

34 Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: ™for as many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, 


xiii. 11; Phil. i. 27; ii. 2; 1 Pet. iii, 8——iChap. ii. 


44, 
k Chap. i, 8. ——! Chap. i. 22.-—_m Chap. ii. 47. 


o Chap. ii. 45. 


ciples of Jesus, and friends of mankind: one soul 


dwelling in 5000 bodies ! 

They had all things common.] See the notes on chap. 
ul. 44, where this subject is examined. See below, 
ver. 34. 

Verse 33. With great power gave the apostles wit- 
ness| This power they received from the Holy Spirit, 
who enabled them, peyady duvapmer, with striking mira- 
cles, to give proof of the resurrection of the Lord Je- 
sus; for this is the point that was particularly to be 
proved: that he was slain and buried, all knew; that 
he rose again from the dead, many knew; but it was 
necessary to give such proofs as should convince and 
confound all. This preaching and these miracles de- 
monstrated this Divine truth: Jesus died for your sins— 
he rose again for your justification; behold what God 
works in confirmation of these glorious truths ; believe 
therefore in the Lord Jesus, and ye shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

Great grace was upon them all.| They all received 
much of the favour or grace of God; and they had 
much favour with all who feared God. In both these 
ways this clause may be understood ; for yape¢ means 
favour, whether that be evidenced by benevolence or 
beneficence, or by both. ‘The favour of God is the be- 
nevolence of God; but his benevolence is never exerted 
without the exertions of his beneficence. Hence the 
grace or favour of God always implies a blessing or 
gift from the hand of his mercy and power. The 
favour or benevolence of men may exist without dene- 
ficence, because it may not be in their power to com- 
municate any gift or benefit, though they are disposed 
to do it; or, 2dly. the persons who enjoy their favour 
may not stand in need of any of their kind acts; but 
it is not so with God: his good will is ever accompa- 
nied hy his good work ; and every soul that is an ob- 
ject of his benevolence stands in the utmost need of 
the acts of his beneficence. Hence, as he loved the 
world, he gave his Son a ransom for all. All needed 
his help; and, because they all needed it, therefore all 
had it. And truly we may say of the whole human 
race, for whom the Son of God tasted death, that great 
grace was upon all; for ALL have been putchased by 
his sacrificial death. This by the way. 

Verse 34. Neither was there any among them that 
lacked] It was customary with the Jews to call the 
poor together, to eat of the sacrifices; but as the 
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ae, 35 ° And laid them down at the 
An. Olymp. apostles’ feet: ? and distribution 
Cell | was made unto every man according 


as he had need. 
36 And Joses, who by the apostles was sur- 


The disciples have 


© Ver. 37; chap. v. 2.——P Chap. ii. 45; vi. 1. 


priests, &c., were incensed against Christ and Chris- 
tianity, consequently the Christian poor could have no 
advantage of this kind; therefore, by making a com- 
mon stock for the present necessity, the poor were 
supplied; so there was none among them that lacked. 
This provision therefore of the community of goods, 
which could be but temporary, was made both suitably 
and seasonably. See Bp. Pearce, and see the note on 
chap. i. 44, 

Verse 35. Laid—down at the apostles’ feet] To 
show how cordially and entirely they parted with them. 
And they entrusted the management of the whole to 
those men to whom they found God had entrusted the 
gifts of his Holy Spirit, and the doctrine of the king- 
dom of heaven. 


Verse 36. Joses] Or, Joseph, as many excellent 
MSS. read ; but who he was, farther than what is here 
said, we know not. 

Surnamed Barnabas] Or, Barsabbas, according to 
the Coptic. 

The son of consolation] Yioc mapaxarncewe ; As rapa- 
KAnote signifies exhortation, as well as consolation, and 
is indeed distinguished from the latter, 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 
the original name was probably %33 93 Bar naba, or 
8°32) 13 Bar nebia, which signifies the son of prophecy 
or exhortation ; and this is certainly one sense which 
prophecy has in the New Testament; and in this way 
Barnabas distinguished himself among the apostles. 
See chap. xi. 23. And Barnabas exnorten them all 
that with purpose of heart they should cleave unto the 
Lord. 

A Levite, and of the country of Cyprus] Cyprus is 
an island in the Mediterranean Sea, off Cilicia, and not 
very distant from the Jewish coast. The Jews were 
very numerous in that island: see Dion. Cas. lib. 68, 
69. Though he was a Levite, he might have had 
land of his own by private purchase. The Levites, as 
a tribe, had no land in Israel; but the individuals cer- 
tainly might make purchases any where in the country : 


ACTS. all things in common. 
A. M. 4033. 


named Barnabas, (which is, being in- oles 
terpreted, The son of consolation,) a An, Olymp. 
Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, mee 
37 9% Having land, sold zt, and brought the 
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 


aVer. 34, 35; chap. vy. 1, 2. 


but, as Barnabas was of Cyprus, his land probably lay 
there; and as ,it is likely that he was one of those 
strangers that came up to Jerusalem to the late feast, 
and was there converted, he might have sold his land 
in the island to some of his own countrymen who were 
at Jerusalem at this time; and so, being called to the 
work of the ministry, continued to associate with the 
apostles, travelling every where, and preaching the 
Gospel of the kingdom of God. He was the constant 
companion of St. Paul, till the separation took place 
on account of John Mark, mentioned chap. xv. 36-39. 


Ir is worthy of remark that the two apostles of the 
Gentiles, though of Jewish extraction, were both born 
in Gentile countries; Paul in Cilicia, Barnabas in 
Cyprus: this gave them many advantages; served to 
remove prejudices from the heathens; and gave them 
no doubt much facility in the Greek tongue, without 
which they could have done but little in Asia Minor, 
nor in most parts of the Roman empire where they 
travelled. How admirably does God determine even 
the place of our birth, and the bounds of our habita- 
tion! When under the influence of the grace of 
Christ, every thing is turned to a man’s advantage, 
The man whom he calls to his work he will take care 
to endue with every necessary qualification. And is 
it too much to say that God never did call a man to 
preach the Gospel whom he did not qualify in such a 
manner that both the workman and the work should 
appear to be of God ? 

Some have said that ignorance is the mother of de- 
votion. Devotion and religion are both scandalized by 
the saying. Enlightened piety has ever been the most 
sincere, steady, and active. God makes those wise 
who turn unto him; and by experimental religion all 
the powers of the mind are greatly improved. Every 
genuine minister of Christ has an enlightened heart ; 
and, to this, it is his duty to add a well-cultivated mind, 
Ex quovis ligno Mercurius non fit: A blockhead never 
did, and never can, make a minister, 


CHAPTER YV. 


The hypocrisy of Ananias and his wife Sapphira, and their awful death, 1-11. 
miracles, and the Church of God is increased, 12-16. 


The apostles work many 
The high priest and the Sadducees, being incen- 


sed against the apostles, seize and put them in prison, 17,18. The angel of God delivers them, and com- 


mands them to go to the temple, 


ple, and proclaim the Gospel, 19, 20. 
council together in the morning, sends to the prison to have the apostles brought before him, 21. 


The high priest, having gathered the 
The 


officers return, and report that they found the prison shut, and the watch set, but that the men had got out, 


22, 23. 
24, 25. 
28. 


A messenger arrives in the meanwhile, 
The apostles defend themselves, 
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and says that the apostles are preaching in the temple, 
The captain and officers go and bring them before the council, who expostulate with them, 26— 
and charge the council 
resurrection from the dead and ascension to the right hand 


with the murder of Christ; and assert his 
of God, 29-32. The council are confounded, 
cot | 


The hypocrisy of Ananias 


CHAP. V. 


and hus wife Sapphira. 


and purpose to slay the apostles, 33. Gamaliel gives them seasonable and prudent advice, 34-39. The 
council agree to it, but, before they discharge the apostles, beat them, and command them not to teach in 


the name of Jesus, 40. 


AY, 42° 
A.M. cir. 4034. “DUT a certain man named Ana- 
An. Olymp. nias, with Sapphira his wife, 


cir. CCII. 2. 
—__—___——. sold a possession, 


2 And kept back part of the price, his wife 
also being privy to zt, * and brought a certain 
part, and laid zt at the apostles’ feet. 

3 » But Peter said, Ananias, why hath ° Sa- 
tan filled thine heart ¢ to lie to the Holy Ghost, 
and to keep back part of the price of the land ? 

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own ? 


2 Chap. iv. 37.» Num. xxx. 2; Deut. xxiii. 21; Eccles. v. 4. 
¢ Luke xxii. 3. 


NOTES ON CHAP. V. 

Verse 1. But a certain man named Ananias] Of 
these unhappy people we have no farther account than 
what is recorded here. In reference to birth, con- 
nections, &c., their names are written in the dust. 
The import of his name, 7°33N chananiyah, the grace 
or mercy of the Lord, agrees very ill with his conduct. 

Verse 2. Kept back part of the price] Ananias and 
Sapphira were evidently persons who professed faith 
in Christ with the rest of the disciples. While all 
were making sacrifices for the present necessity, they 
came forward among the rest, pretending to bring all 
the money they had got for a possession, «rma, (of 
what kind we know not,) which they had sold. A 
part of this price, however, they kept back, not being 
willing to trust entirely to the bounty of Providence, 
as the others did; thinking probably, that, as the 
whole was their own, they had a right to do with it 
as they pleased. And so they had: they were under 
no necessity to sell their possession; but the act of 
selling it for the ostensible purpose of bringing it into 
the common stock, left them no farther control over 
it, nor property in it; and their pretence, that the 
money which they brought was the whole produce of 
the sale, was a direct lie in itself, and an attempt to 
deceive the Holy Spirit, under whose influence they 


pretended to act.. This constituted the iniquity of 
their sin. 
Verse 3. Way hath Satan filled thine heart] The 


verb wAnpoew, which we translate to fill, Kypke has 
showed by many examples to signify, to instigate, excite, 
impel, &c., and it was a common belief, as well among 
the heathens as among the Jews and Christians, that, 
when a man did evil, he was excited to it by the in- 
fluence and malice of an evil spirit. It is strange 
that, by the general consent of mankind, sin against 
God has been ever considered so perfectly unnatural, 
and so evil in itself, that no man would commit it 
unless impelled to it by the agency of the devil. The 
words of St. Peter here prove that such an agency is 
not fictitious: if there had been no devil, as some wish 
and perhaps feel it their interest to believe, or if this 
devil had no influence on the souls of men, Peter, 
1 


They depart rejoicing in their persecution, and continue to preach Jesus Christ, 


and after it was sold, was it not gM oi te i 
in thine own power? why hast An. Olymp. 

5 F ; ° cir. CCIL 2. 
thou conceived this. .thing an, ——___— 
thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but 
unto God. 

5 And Ananias hearing these words ° fell 
down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear 
came on all them that heard these things. 

6 And the young men arose, wound him 
up, and carried him out, and buried him. 


4Or, to deceive, verse 9. e Verse 10, 11— John 
xix. 40. 


under the agency of the Holy Spirit, would not have 
expressed himself in this way ; for, if the thing were 
not so, it would have been the most direct means to 
lead the disciples to form false opinions, or to confirm 
them in old and absurd prejudices. 

To lie to the Holy Ghost] ¥evoacba ro Tvevua to 
‘Aywov, To deceive the Holy Spirit. Every he is told 
with the intention to deceive ; and they wished to de- 
ceive the apostles, and, in effect, that Holy Spirit 
under whose influence they professed to act. Lying 
against the Holy Ghost is in the next verse said to be 
lying against God; therefore the Holy Ghost is 
GOD. 

To keep back part of the price] Noogscacfar aro 
te tyunc. The verb voodiserv, voodifeobar, is used by 
the Greek writers to signify purloining part of the 
public money, peculation. The word is used here 
with great propriety, as the money for which the 
estate was sold was public property; as it was for 
this purpose alone that the sale was made. 

Verse 4. Whiles it remained, was it not thine 
own ?]- See the note on ver. 2, and see that also on 
chap. ll. 44. 

Verse 5. Fell down, and gave up the ghost] UWecwv 
eeprée, Falling down, he expired, breathed his last : 
“ Gave up the ghost” is a very improper translation 
here. See the notes on Gen. xxv. 8, and on Matt. 
xxvii. 50. Two things may be remarked here: 1. 
That the sin of this person was of no ordinary magni- 
tude, else God would not have visited it with so signal 
a punishment. 2. That Peter must have had the 
power to discern the state of the heart, else he had 
not known the perfidy of Ananias. This power, 
commonly called the discernment of spirits, the apos- 
tles had as a particular gift, not probably always, but 
at select times, when God saw it necessary for the 
good of his Church. 

Verse 6. The young men arose] Some of the stout 
young men belonging to the disciples then present, 
who were the fittest to undertake a work of this kind, 
which required considerable bodily exertion. 

Buried him.] This was on the same day in which 
he died. It was a clear case that he was dead, and 
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Ananias and Sapphira 


A.M. cir, 4034. 7 And it was about the space 
A. D. cir. 30. é 
An. Olymp. of three hours after, when his 
i wife, not knowing what was done, 

came in. 


8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me 
And 


whether ye sold the land for so much ? 
she said, Yea, for so much. 


9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that 
ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit 
of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which 
have buried thy husband are at the door, and 


shall carry thee out. 
10 » Then fell she down straightway at his 


feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young 


& Ver. 3; Matt. iv. 7.—— Ver. 5. iVer.5; chap. ii. 43; 
xix. 17.——k Chap. ii. 43; xiv.3; xix. 11; Rom. xv. 19; 2 Cor. 


dead by a judgment of God that would not be revoked. 
As therefore it was no case of suspended animation, 
there was no reason to delay the burial. 

Verse 9. To tempt the Spirit of the Lord?] So 
the Holy Ghost, God, and the Spirit of the Lord, 
are the same person. 

Verse 10. Yielded up the ghost] See ver. 5. It 
was not by Peter’s words, nor through Peter’s prayers, 
nor through shame, nor through remorse, that this 
guilty pair died, but by an immediate judgment of God. 
The question of the salvation of Ananias and Sapphira 
has not been a little agitated; and most seem inclined 
to hope that, though their sin was punished by this 
awful display of the Divine judgment, mercy was ex- 
tended to their souls. For my own part, I think their 
sin was what the apostle, 1 John v. 16, calls a sin 
unto death; a sin which must be punished with tem- 
poral death, or the death of the body, while mercy 
was extended to the soul. It was right in this infant 
state of the Church to show God’s displeasure against 
deceit, fraud, and hypocrisy: had this guilty pair 
been permitted to live after they had done this evil, 
this long-suffering would have been infallibly abused 
by others; and, instead of leading them who had 
sinned to repentance, might have led them to hardness 
of heart, by causing them to presume on the mercy 
of God. ‘That hypocrisy may be afraid to show her 
face, God makes these two an example of his justice ; 
but, because they had not the ordinary respite, we 
may presume that God extended mercy to them, 
though cut off almost in the act of sin. Their case, 
however, cannot become a precedent, allowing them 
to have received mercy; because those who have 
seen in this case the severity of God must expect 
much sorer punishment, if, with such an example be- 
fore their eyes, they should presume on the mercy of 
their Maker : this would be doing evil that good might 
come, and the perdition of such would be just, 

Verse 11. Great fear came upon all the Church] 
This judgment answered the end for which it was in- 
flicted ; a deeply religious fear occupied every mind, 
and hypocrisy and deception were banished from this 
holy assembly. On the word Church, see the obser- 
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THE ACTS. 


are struck dead. 


.M. cir. 4034. 
AY D.icir, 30. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 2. 


men came in, and found her dead, 4 
and, carrying her forth, buried 
her by her husband. Bi 

11 ‘And great fear came upon all the 
Church, and upon as many as heard these 
things. 

12 J And * by the hands of the apostles 
were many signs and wonders wrought among 
the people ; (! and they were all with one ac- 
cord in Solomon’s porch. 

13 And ™ of the rest durst no man join him- 
self to them : ™ but the people magnified them. 

14 And believers were the more added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 


xil. 12; Heb. ii. 4——! Chap. iii. 1] ; iv. 32——™ John ix. 22 ; 
xil, 42; xix. 38.— Chap. 1. 47; iv. 21. 


vations at the end of Matt. xvi. It has been properly 
observed that we have in this place a native specimen 
of a New Testament Church: 1. Called by the Gospel ; 
2. grafted into Christ by baptism; 3. animated by 
love; 4. united by all kinds of fellowship; 5. and 
disciplined by the exemplary punishment of hypocrites. 
See Dodd. 

Verse 12. By the hands of the apostles] This verse 
should be read with the 15th, to which it properly 
belongs. 

Solomon’s porch.] See the note on John x. 23. 

Verse 13. And of the rest, durst no man join him- 
self to them] Who were these called the rest, tw» 
dorrov?t Dr. Lightfoot thinks the 120 are intended, 
of which he supposes Ananias to have been one; who, 
all seeing such wonders wrought by the apostles, were 
afraid to associate themselves with them in any way 
of equality, as they saw that God put peculiar honour 
upon them. Calmet more rationally observes, that 
the Jewish nation was then divided into many differ- 
ent sects, who entertained widely different opinions on 
various articles. The apostles adopted none of these 
jarring sentiments, and none of the different sects 
dared to join themselves to them; neither Pharisees, 
Sadducees, nor Herodians, as such, were found in this 
simple, holy Church. The people felt the force and 
power of the apostles’ doctrine, and magnified them, 
no more attending to the teaching of the others: the 
apostles taught them as men having authority, and not 
as the scribes and Pharisees. This irritated the high 
priest and his Sadducean council, and led them to adopt 
the measures mentioned below, ver. 17. 

Verse 14. And believers were the more added to the 
Lord] Believers: 1. Those who credited the Divine: 
mission of Christ. 2. That he was the Messiah. 3. 
That he died for their sins. 4. That he rose again. 
5. That he ascended into heaven. 6. That he sent 
down the gift of the Holy Spirit. 7. That he ever 
appeared in the presence of God for them. 8. That 
it was he who gives repentance and remission of sins. 
And, 9. He by whom the world is to be judged. These 
were simple articles, of the truth of which they had 
the fullest evidence. 


1 


Great and striking miracles 


AGE ie POR hy lids Tnsomuch that they brought 
An. Olymp. forth the sick ° into the streets, 


cir. CCII, 2. 


and laid them on beds and couches, 
® that at the least the shadow of Peter passing 
by might overshadow some of them. 

16 There came also a multitude out of the 
cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing 


CHAP. V. 


are wrought by the apostles 


4 sick folks, and them which were 4M. a A 
vexed with unclean spirits: and — An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 2. 
they were healed every one. eevee 
17 “| * Then the high priest rose up, and all 
they that were with him, (which is the sect of 
the Sadducees,) and were filled with * indigna- 
tion. 


° Or, in every street. P Matt. ix. 21; xiv. 36; chap. xix. 12. 


Verse 15. Insomuch thai they brought forth the 
sick] This verse is a continuation of the subject begun 
in the 12th. The following is the order in which all 
these verses should be read, from the 11th to the 15th. 


Verse 11. And great fear came upon all the Church, 
and upon as many as heard these things. 

Verse 13. And of the rest durst no man join him- 
self to them; but the people magnified them : 
Verse 14. And believers were the more added to 

the Lord, both men and women. 

Verse 12. (last clause.) And they were all with 
one accord in Solomon’s porch. 

Verse 12. (first clause.) And by the hands of the 
apostles were many signs and wonders wrought 
among the people ; 

Verse 15. Insomuch that they brought forth the sick 
into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, 
&e., &e. 


How these different verses, and clauses of verses, got 
so intermingled and confounded as they are now in our 
common text, I cannot tell; but the above will appear 
at once to be the natural order in which they should 
be placed. 

That—the shadow of Peter passing by] I cannot 
see all the miraculous influence here that others pro- 
fess to see. The people who had seen the miracles 
wrought by the apostles pressed with their sick to 
share the healing benefit: as there must have been 
many diseased people, it is not likely that the apostles, 
who generally addressed such persons, prayed and 
used imposition of hands, could reach all those that 
were brought to them, as fast as the solicitude of their 
friends could wish. As, therefore, they could not get 
Peter or the other apostles, personally, to all their sick, 
they thought if they placed them on that side of the 
way where the shadow was projected, (the sun proba- 
bly now declining, and consequently the shadow length- 
ening,) they should be healed by the shadow of the man 
passing over them, in whose person such miraculous 
powers were lodged. But it does not appear that the 
persons who thus thought and acted were of the num- 
ber of those converts already made to the faith of 
Christ; nor does it appear that any person was healed 
in this way. The sacred penman simply relates the 
impression made on the people’s minds; and how they 
acted in consequence of this impression. A popish 
writer, assuming that the shadow of Peter actually 
cured all on which it was projected, argues from this 
precarious principle in favour of the wonderful efficacy 
of relics! For, says he, “if the shadow of a saint 
can do so much, how much more may his dones, or 
any thing that was in contact with his person, perform!” 


4 Mark xvi. 17,18; John xiv.12. t Ch. iv. 1, 2, 6. —* Or, envy. 


Now, before this conclusion can be valid, it must be 
proved: 1. That the shadow of Peter did actually cure 
the sick; 2. That this was a virtue common to all the 
apostles; 3. That all eminent saints possess the same 
virtue; 4. That the bones, &c., of the dead, possess 
the same virtue with the shadow of the lwing; 5. 
That those whom they term saints were actually such ; 
6. That miracles of healing have been wrought by 
their relics ; 7. That touching these relics as neces- 
sarily produces the miraculous healing as they suppose 
the shadow of Peter to have done. JI think there is 
not sufficient evidence here that Peter’s shadow healed 
any one, though the people thought it could ; but, al- 
lowing that it did, no evidence can be drawn from this 
that any virtue is resident in the relics of reputed or 
real saints, by which miraculous influence may be con- 
veyed. It was only in rare cases that God enabled 
even an apostle to work a miracle. 

After the words, might overshadow some of them, 
the Vulgate adds, et liberarentur ab infirmitatibus suis ; 
a Greek MS. (E) has nearly the same words, cat buo- 
Sucw aro Taone aobeverag Ho evyov, and that they might 
be freed from all the infirmities which they had: afew 
other MSS. agree in the main with this reading. 

Verse 16. Sick folks, and them which were vexed 
with unclean spirits] Here it is evident that sick peo- 
ple axe distinguished from those who were vexed with 
unclean spirits; and therefore they were not one and 
the same thing. The same distinction is made Matt. 
iv. 24; x. 1; Marki. 32, 34; xvi. 17,18; and Luke 
iv. 40, 41, and vii. 21. 

Verse 17. The high priest—and—the sect of the 
Sadducees] Aipecic Tov Laddoveatwov, The heresy of the 
Sadducees. In this place, as well as in several others, 
the word aipeouc, heresy, has no evil meaning in itself; 
it is a word of distinction, and may receive either a 
good or bad colouring from the persons or opinions de- 
signated by it. It signifies a sect or party, whether 
good or bad, distinguished from any other sect. Alpeocc, 
heresy, comes from aipew, I choose, and was anciently 
applied to the different sects of the heathen philoso- 
phers, the members of each sect having chosen their 
own in preference to all the others. It has been ap- 
plied among ecclesiastical writers in the same way— 
when a man chooses one party of Christians, in prefer- 
ence to others, to be his companions in the way of 
salvation; and he chooses them and their creed and 
Christian discipline, because he believes the whole to 
be more consistent with the oracles of God than any 
of the rest. The Church of Rome has thought proper 
to attach a very bad meaning to this innocent word, 
and then apply it to all those who can neither credit 
her transubstantiation, depend on her purgatory, nor 
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THE 


The apostles are imprisoned, 


iy ae he 4034. 18 * And laid their hands on 
. A r by ° 
An. Olymp. the apostles, and put them in the 


cir, CCII. 2. : 
—_—_—— common _ prison. 


19 But "the angel of the Lord by night 
opened the prison doors, and brought them 
forth, and said, 

20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to 
the people * all the words of this life. 

21 And when they heard that, they entered 
into the temple early in the mornmg, and 
taught. © But the high priest came, and they 


ACTS. and released by an angel 


that were with him, and called da oo nal 
the council together, | and all a7 co! 
the senate of the children of 
Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 
22 But when the officers came, and found 
them not in the prison, they returned, and told, 
23 Saying, The prison truly found we shut 
with all safety, and the keepers standing with- 
out before the doors : but when we had opened, 
we found no man within. 


tLuke xxi. 12.=—" Chap. xii. 7; xvi. 26. 


worship her relics. A heretic, in her acceptation, is 
one who is not a papist, and, because not a papist, ut- 
terly out of the way and out of the possibility of being 
saved. ‘These persons should recollect that, by a then 
persecuting brother, St. Paul, all the apostles, and the 
whole Church of Christ, were termed Nafwpatwy aipecte, 
the heresy of the Nazarenes, chap. xxiv. 5; and it 
was after the way which the persecuting Jews called 
heresy that St. Paul and the rest of the apostles wor- 
shipped the God of their fathers, ib. ver. 14; and it 
was according to the strictest Heresy in the Jewish 
Church, akpiBeotarny aipeory, that St. Paul lived before 
his conversion, chap. xxvi. 5; and we find, from chap. 
XXVill. 22, that the whole Church of Christ was term- 
ed this heresy, tavrn¢ aipecewc, and this by persons 
who intended no reproach, but wished simply to dis- 
tinguish the Christians from scribes, Pharisees, Sad- 
ducees, &c. Heresy therefore, in its first acceptation, 
signifies simply @ choice: afterwards it was applied to 
designate all those persons who made the same choice ; 
and hence the word sect and it became synonymous : 
in process of time it was applied to those professing 
Christianity who made, in some cases, a different 
choice as to some article of faith, or form of worship, 
from those which had obtained in that part of the 
Church with which they had been before connected. 
The majority, from whom they became thus separated, 
spoke evil of them, and treated them ill, because they 
presumed to choose for themselves on the foundation 
of the Holy Scriptures ; and because they would take 
nothing for the truth of God that was not accredited 
from heaven. Thus, when the people now called 
Protestants, began to examine their creed according 
to the Holy Scriptures, and, in consequence of this ex- 
amination, left out auricular confession, indulgences, the 
priests’ power to forgive sins, adoration of saints, an- 
gels, and relics, purgatory, and the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation, because they could not find them in the 
word of God, the papists called them heretics, by which 
they meant, in opposition to the meaning of the word, 
persons holding damnable errors; and, as such, they 
persecuted, burnt, and destroyed them wherever they 
had power. Now be it known to these persecutors, 
that the Protestants still choose to reject opinions and 
practices which they know to be unscriptural, absurd, 
and superstitious ; and which they have a thousand 
times demonstrated to be such: and, on this ground, 
may they still be uEeretics! 
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v John vi. 68; xvii. 3; 1 John v. 11—w Chap. iv. 5, 6. 


Were filled with indignation.] Zn2ov, With zeal. 
Znhoc, from few, to be hot, and Aa or Atay, very much, 
signifies a vehement affection or disposition of the 
mind, which, according to its object, is either good or 
bad, laudable or blamable. Its meaning in this place 
is easily discerned ; and not improperly translated in- 
dignation, in our version. We need not be surprised 
that the Sadducees were filled with indignation, be- 
cause the apostles proclaimed the resurrection of Christ, 
and, through that, the general resurrection, which was 
diametrically opposed to their doctrine; for they de- 
nied the possibility of a resurrection, and believed not 
in the being of either angel or spirit ; nor did they al- 
low of the existence of a spiritual world. See on chap. 
Iv. 2. 

Verse 18. Put them in the common prison.] It be- 
ing too late in the evening to bring them to a hearing. 
To this verse the Codex Beze adds, cae eropevOn cic 
éxaotoc eg Ta tdLa, And each of them went to his own 
house. 

Verse 19. But the angel of the Lord—opened the 
prison doors} This was done: 1. To increase the con- 
fidence of the apostles, by showing them that they 
were under the continual care of God; and, 2. To 
show the Jewish rulers that they were fighting against 
Him while persecuting his followers, and attempting 
to prevent them from preaching the Gospel. This 
was another warning graciously given them by a good 
and merciful God, that they might repent, and so escape 
the coming wrath. 

Verse 20. All the words of this life.] All the doc- 
trines of life eternal, founded on the word, death, and 
resurrection of Christ Jesus. This is another peri- 
phrasis for Gospel. Go to the temple—the most pub- 
lic place, and speak to the people—who come there to 
worship according to the law, the words of this life— 
the whole doctrine of salvation from sin and death ; 
and show that the law is fulfilled in the sacrifice of 
Jesus, and that, by his resurrection, he has brought 
life and immortality to light. 

Verse 21. Called the council together] Xvvedpiov, 
The sanhedrin, all the senate; rnv yepovotay, the 


elders, or what we would call the aldermen. How 
these differed from the mpecBurepior, presbytery, if 
they did differ, is not now known. 

Verse 23. The prison truly found we shut] All 
the doors were properly bolted, and the keepers at their 
post; but when we had opened, for it appears they 
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The apostles are brought before 


A, Meir, 4034. 24 Now when the high priest 
eed and *the captain of the temple 


eir.. CCI. 2 
—————— and the chief priests heard these 


things, they doubted of them whereunto this 
would grow. 

25 Then came one and told them, saying, 
Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are 
standing in the temple, and teaching the people. 

26 Then went the captain with the officers, 
and brought them without violence : ¥ for they 
feared the people, lest they should have been 
stoned. 

27 And when they had brought them, they 
set them before the council: and the high 
priest asked them, 


x Luke xxii. 4; ch. iv. 1. y Matt. xxi. 26. z Chap. iv. 18. 
b Matt. xxiii. 35 ; xxvii. 25. 
© Chap. irs19———d hap. li. ree 15; xxil. 14, e Chap. x. 39; 


were alone in possession of the keys; how much must 
this have increased their astonishment when they found 
that the doors were not broken open, the guards pro- 
perly posted, and every thing as they left it, for they 
themselves had put the apostles in prison; but, when 
they had opened, there was no man within! 

Verse 24. They doubted of them whereunto this 
would grow.] They did not know what to think of the 
aposiles, whether they had saved themselves by magic, 
or whether they were delivered by a real miracle ; and 
they were at a loss to tell what the issue of these 
things would be. 

Verse 25. Then came one and told them] While 
they were in the perplexity mentioned above, a mes- 
senger surprised them with the information that the 
very men whom they had imprisoned the preceding 
uight were standing in the temple and teaching the 
people ! 

Verse 26. Brought them without violence] On 
receiving the information mentioned above, proper offi- 
cers were sent to seize and bring them before the coun- 
cil. The officers, on reaching the temple, found the 
multitude gladly receiving the doctrine of the apos- 
tles, and so intent on hearing all the words of this life 
that they were afraid to show any hostility to the apos- 
tles, lest the people should stone them : we may there- 
fore conclude that the officers entreated them to 
accompany them to the council; and that they felt it 
their duty to obey every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake, and so cheerfully went with them, trust- 
ing in the Lord their God. 

Verse 28. Did not we straitly command you] Ov 
TapayyeAre mapnyyetAauer, With commanding did we 
not command you ; a Hebraism—another proof of the 
accuracy and fidelity of St. Luke, who seems always 
to give every man’s speech as he delivered it ; not the 
substance, but the very words. See chap. iv. 17. 

Not teach in this name 2] That is, of JESUS as 
the Christ or Messiah. His saving name, and the 
doctrines connected with it, were the only theme and 
substance of their discourses. 

1 s ] 


CHAP. V. 


the council and examined. 


A. pf cir. 4034. 
, Cir. 30. 
i abies 
cir. CCII. 2. 


28 Saying, 7 Did not we straitly 
command you that ye should not 
teach in this name? and, behold, 
ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 
*and intend to bring this man’s ? blood 
upon us. 

29 % Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, ° We ought to obey God 
rather than men. 

30 ¢ The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, 
whom ye slew and ¢ hanged on a tree. 

31 ‘Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be £a Prince and a Saviour, ‘ for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 
sins. 

xiii. 29; Gal. ili. 13; 1 Pet. ii. 24. £ Chap. il. 33, 36; Phil. ii. 


35 Hebrew i ni. 10; xii, 2.—— Chapter 111. 15.——h Matt. i. 21. 
i Luke xxiv. 47; chap. iii. 26; xiii. 38; Eph.i. 7; Col. i. 14. 


Intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.) You 
speak in such a way of him to the people as to per- 
suade them that we have crucified an mmmnocent man ; 
and that we must on that account fall victims to the 
Divine vengeance, or to the fury of the people, whom, 
by your teaching, you are exciting to sedition against us. 

Verse 29. We ought to obey God rather than men.] 
The same answer they gave before, chap, iv. 19, 
founded on the same reason, which still stood good. 
We have received our commission from GOD; we 
dare not lay it down at the desire or command of 
men. See the note on chap. iv. 19. 

Verse 30. The God of our fathers raised up Je- 
sus] It was well to introduce this, that the council 
might at once see that they preached no strange God ; 
and that he who so highly honoured the patriarchs, 
Moses, and the prophets, had yet more highly honour- 
ed Jesus Christ in raising him from the dead and seat- 
ing him at his right hand, and proclaiming him as the 
only giver of salvation and the repentance which leads 
to it. 

Whom ye slew] They charge them again with the 
murder of Christ, as they had done before, chap. iv. 
10-12, where see the notes. 

Verse 31. Himhath God exalted with his right hand] 
By a supereminent display of his almighty power, for 
so the right hand of God often means ; he has raised 
him from the dead, and raised his human nature to 
the throne of his glory. Instead of degig, the right 
hand, the Codex Beze has do&y, to glory. 

A Prince] The leader or director in the way 
See the notes on chap. iii. 15 and 19. 

And a Saviour] Zwrnpa, A deliverer or preserver. 
The word cwrnp comes from cww to save, deliver, pre- 
serve, escape from death or danger, bring into a state 
of security or safety. Jxsus and Saviour are nearly 
of the same import. See the note on John i. 17. He 
alone delivers from sin, death, and hell: by him alone 
we escape from the snares and dangers to which we are 
exposed: and it is by and in him, and in connection 
with him, that we are preserved blameless and harm- 
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Gamaliel’s prudent THE ACTS. advice to the council. 

i i ? A. M. cir. 4034. 
AM. ct. 4034. 32 And *we are his witnesses and commanded to put the apos- 4, M. cir. 46 
An. Olymp. of these things; and so is also |tles forth a little space ; An. Olymp. 


ee dhe Holy Ghost, ! whom God 


hath given to them that obey him. 
33 9 ™ When they heard that, they were 
cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 
34 Then stood there up one in the council, 
a Pharisee, named ® Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
law, had in reputation among all the people, 


k John xv. 26, 27.——! Chap. ii. 4; x. 44. 


less, and made the sons of God without rebuke. He 
alone can save the soul from sin, and preserve it in 
that state of salvation. 

To give repentance] See this explained, Matt. iii. 2. 

Forgiveness of sins.]  Ageow tov duaptiav, The 
taking away of sins. This is not to be restrained to 
the mere act of justification ; it implies the removal of 
sin, whether its power, guilt, or impurity be consider- 
ed. Through Jesus we have the destruction of the 
power, the pardon of the guilt, and the cleansing from 
the pollution, of sin. And was Jesus Christ exalted 
a Prince and a Saviour to give repentance and remis- 
sion of sins to Iszanrnt Then none need despair. If 
such as were now before the apostles could be saved, 
then the salvation of the very worst of transgressors, 
of any or all on this side perdition, is gloriously pos- 
sible. Yes, for he tasted death for every man; and he 
prayed for his murderers, compared to some of whom 
Jupas himself was a saint. 

The two words in Italics, in this text, to de, are im- 
pertinently introduced ; it reads much better without 
them. 

Verse 32. We are his witnesses] The word avrov, 
his, is omitted by AD, and several others of good note ; 
the Syriac, all the Arabic, Aithiopic, and Vulgate. It 
does not seem to be necessary. 

Of these things] Tov pnuatov tovrwv, Of these 
transactions: i. e. of Christ’s life and miracles, and of 
your murderous proceedings against him. 

And so is also the Holy Ghost] In the gift of 
tongues lately communicated; and by his power and 
influence on our souls, by which we are enabled to 
give irresistible witness of our Lord’s resurrection. 

To them that obey him.] We obey Gon, not you ; 
and therefore God gives us this Spirit, which is in us 
a fountain of light, life, love, and power. The Spirit 
of God is given to the obedient: in proportion as a 
man who has received the first influences of it (for 
without this he cannot ‘move in the spiritual life) is 
obedient to those influences, in the same proportion the 
gifts and graces, the light, life, and power, of the Holy 
Spirit, are increased in his soul. 

Verse 33. They were cut to the heart] Acerpiovro, 
Literally, they were sawn through, from d.a through, 
and mpvw, to saw. They were stung to the heart, not 
with compunction nor remorse, but with spite, malice, 
and revenge: for, having the murder of Christ thus 
brought home to their consciences, in the first feelings 
of their malice and revenge, they thought of destroying 
the persons who had witnessed their nefarious conduct. 
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; ir. CCI. 2. 
35 And said unto them, Ye —————~ 


men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what 
ye intend to do as touching these men. 

36 For before these days rose up Theu 
das, boasting himself to be somebody; to 
whom a number of men, about four hundred, 
joined themselves: who was slain; and all, 


m Chap. ii. 37; vii. 54. n Chap. xxii. 3. 

Verse 34. A Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of 
the law] “ This,” says Dr. Lightfoot, “‘ was Rabban 
Gamaliel the first; commonly, by way of distinction, 
called Rabban Gamaliel the elder. _ He was president 
of the council after the death of his own father, Rad- 
ban Simeon, who was the son of Hillel. He was St. 
Paul’s master, and the 35th receiver of the traditions, 
and on this account might not be improperly termed 
vouodiWacKadoc, a doctor of the law, because he was one 
that kept and handed down the Cabdala received from 
Mount Sinai. He died eighteen years before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, his son Simeon succeeding 
him in the chair, who perished in the ruins of the city.” 
Though probably no favourer of Christianity, yet, fora 
Pharisee, he seems to have possessed a more liberal 
mind than most of his brethren; the following advice 
was at once humane, sensible, candid, and enlightened. 

Verse 35. What ye intend todo] Tt peaAete mpaccetr, 
What ye are about to do: they had already intended 
to destroy them ; and they were now about to do it. 

Verse 36. Rose up Theudas] Josephus, Ant. lib. 
XX. cap. 4, sect. 1, mentions one named Theudas who 
was the author of an insurrection; about whom there 
has been much controversy whether he were the per- 
son spoken of here by Gamaliel. Every circumstance, 
as related by Josephus, agrees well enough with what 
is referred to here, except the chronology; for the 
Theudas mentioned by Josephus made his insurrection 
when Fadus was governor of Judea; which was at 
least ten years after the time in which the apostles 
were brought before this council. Much labour has 
been thrown away-in unsuccessful attempts to recon- 
cile the historian and the evangelist, when it is very 
probable they speak of different transactions. Bp 
Pearce thinks “the whole difficulty will disappear if 
we follow the opinion of Abp. Usher, who imagined 
that Luke’s Theudas was the same with that Judas 
of whom Josephus gives this account, Ant. lib. xvii. 
cap. 12, sect. 5; and War, lib. ii. cap. 4, sect. 1: 
‘that a little after the death of Herod the Great, he 
raised an insurrection in Galilee, and aimed at getting 
the sovereignty of Judea,’ and that he was defeated 
and put to death, as is implied in sect. 10, of the same 
chapter. That Theudas and Judas might be names 
for the same person, Bp. Pearce thinks probable from 
the consideration, that the same apostle who is called 
Judas in John xiv. 22, and Luke vi. 16, and called 
Jude in Jude 1, is, in Mark iii. 18, called Thaddeus ; 
and, in Matt. x. 3, is also called Lebbeus. This 
apostle having the names Judas and Thaddeus and 
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The council agree to 


A.M. cir. 4034. 


A. D.cir.30, 98 Many as 8 obeyed him, 
An. oe were scattered, and brought to 
cir. CCII. 2 


nought. 

37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee 
in the days of the taxing, and drew away 
much people after him: he also perished; 
and all, even as many as obeyed him, were 
dispersed. 

38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from 
these men, and let them alone: ? for if this 


CHAP. V. 


the advice of Gamalel. 


counsel or this work be of men, 
it will come to nought: _ 

39 ‘But if it be of God, 
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found 
even * to fight against God. 

40 And to him they agreed: and when 
they had ‘called the apostles, * and beaten 
them, they commanded that they should 
not speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go. 


A. M. cir. 4034, 
A. D. cir. 30. 
An. Olymp. 
eir. CCIL. 2. 


° Or, believed. ——P Prov. xxi. 30; Isa. viii. 


10; Matt. xv. 13, 
9 Luke xxi. 15; 


1 Cor. i. 25. 


* Chap. vil. 51; ix. 5; xxiii. 9, sChap. iv. 18—t Matt. x. 
17; xxiii. 34; Mark xiii. 9. 


Lebbeus given to him, two of these must have been 
the same ; because no Jew had more than two names, 
unless when a patronymic name was given to him, as 
when Joseph surnamed Justus was called Barsabas, 
i. e. the son of Saba. It is no unreasonable thing to 
suppose that Thaddeus and Theudas are the same 
name ; and that therefore the person called Theudas 
in Luke is probably the same whom Josephus, in the 
places above quoted, calls Judas.” 

Dr. Lightfoot thinks that “Josephus has made a 
slip in his chronology ;” and rather concludes that the 
Theudas mentioned in the Ant. lib. xx. cap. 4, sect. 
1, is the person referred to in the text. I confess the 
matter does not appear to me of so much conse- 
quence ; it is mentioned by Gamaliel in a careless 
way, and St. Luke, as we have already seen, scrupu- 
lously gives the words of every speaker. The story 
was no doubt well known, and there were no doubts 
formed on it by the Jewish council. We see plainly 
the end for which it was produced; and we see that 
it answered this end most amply ; and certainly we have 
no farther concern with Gamaliel or his story. 

Boasting himself to be somebody] Aeywv evar twa 
éavrov, Saying that he was a great personage, i. e., 
according to the supposition of Bp. Pearce, setting 
himself up to be king of the Jews: see the preceding 
note. After éavtov, himself, weyav, great one, is added 
by several very respectable MSS. and versions. 


Verse 37. Judas of Galilee] Concerning Judas of 


Galilee, Rabbi Abraham, in Jucasin, fol. 139, writes 
thus: ‘In this time there were three sects: for, be- 
sides the Pharisees and Sadducees, Judas of Galilee 
began another sect, which was called Essenes. They 
caused the Jews to rebel against the Romans, by as- 
serting that they should not obey strangers; nor call 
any one Lord (or Governor) but the holy blessed God 
above.” Rabbi Abraham makes a mistake here: the 
Essenes existed long before the days of Judas of Ga- 
lilee ; but it is very possible that he might have been 
one of that sect. Josephus mentions the insurrection 
made by Judas of Galilee, Ant. lib. xviii. cap. 1, and 
says it was when Cyrenius was governor of Syria: 
see the note on Luke ii. 2. Bp. Pearce supposes that 
there were two aroypaga:, tarations or enrolments ; 
and that the one mentioned here took place ten years 
after that mentioned in Luke ii. He observes also, 
in conformity with the note on the preceding verse, 
that the Judas mentioned here, was not only different 
MOTE (407) 


— 


from that Judas or Theudas spoken of before, but that 
his pretence for rebellion was different; the former 
wished to have the empire of Judea; the latter only 
maintained that it was base and sinful to obey a hea- 
then governor. 

Verse 38. Refrain from these men] Do not molest 
them, leave them to God; for if this counsel and 
work be of man it will come to nought, like the rebel- 
lion of Theudas, and that of Judas of Galilee: for 
whatever pretends to be done in the name of God, 
but is not of him, will have his curse and not his 
blessing. He whose name is prostituted by it will 
vindicate his injured honour, and avenge himself. 

Verse 39. But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow 
it] Because his counsel cannot fail; and his work 
cannot be counteracted. If he be determined that this 
doctrine shall prevail, it is vain for us to attempt to 
suppress it. 

Lest haply ye be found—to fight against God.] 
Myrore Kat Geouayor evpeOyte. Some have thought 
that they saw a parallel to these words in the speech 
of Diomede, when, seeing Mars, associated with 
Hector, oppose the Grecians, he judged farther oppo- 
tion vain, and desired his troops to retire from the 
battle. 


To & avec rapa sic ye Gewy, b¢ Aotyov apvver 

Kaz vv of mapa Ketvoc Apne, Bpotw avdpe eorkag. 

Adda rpog Tpwac tetpaypevoe acev oriccw 

Ecxete, pnde Oeotg peveaiveuev dt payecbau 
Thiad, lib. v. 603. 


Protected always by somé power divine ; 

And Mars attends this moment at his side, 

In form aman. Ye therefore still retire, 

But facing still your foes: nor battle wage, 

However fierce, yet fruitless; with the gods. 
Cowper. 


Verse 40. To him they agreed] That is, not to slay 
the apostles, nor to ‘attempt any farther to imprison 
them ; but their malevolence could not be thus easily 
satisfied; and therefore they deat them—probably gave 
each of them thirty-nine stripes; and, having com- 
manded them not to speak in the name of Jesus, they 
let them go. It was of Jesus they were afraid: not 
of the apostles. They plainly saw that, if the doctrine 
of Christ was preached, it must prevail ; and, if it pre- 
vailed, they must come to nought. It was a wise say- 
ing of the popish bishops in the time of Queen Mary— 
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The Grecians murmur 


A M. cir. 4034. ¢ 
git ce 404. AA. And.they departed from 
An. Olymp. the presence. of the counsel, " re- 


Pee joicing that they were counted 


worthy to suffer shame for his name. 


THE ACTS. 


against the Hebrews. 

4 vj A. M. cir. 4034. 
42 And daily Yin the temple, 4, M, cit. 2 
and in every house, * they ceased —_ An. Olymp. 
eir. CCII. 2. 


not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ. 


2Matt. v. 12; Rom. v. 3; 2 Cor. xii. 10; Phil. 1.29; Heb. x. 34; 


James i.2; 1 Pet. iv. 13, 16. ¥ Chap. 11. 46.—w Ch. iv. 20, 29. 


If we do not put down this PRINTING, vt will put us 
down. They laboured to put down the printing, but 
they could not; and, under God, the printing, by 
exposing the wickedness of their doctrine and prac- 
tices, and especially by multiplying copies of the New 
Testament, did most effectually put them down. 

Verse 41. Rejoicing that they were counted worthy, 
g§c.] The whole verse may be read thus: But they 
departed rejoicing from the presence of the sanhedrin, 
because they were deemed worthy to be dishonoured on 
account of THE NAME. The word, avrov, his, is omitted 
by ABCD, several others; Erpen’s Syriac, and the 
Coptic. ‘Tum Name, probably, by this time, distin- 
guished both the author of salvation and the sacred 
system of doctrine which the apostles preached. To 
rejoice in persecution, and triumph in the midst of 
pain, shame, disgrace, and various threatened deaths, 
is the privilege of the New Testament. Nothing of 
this kind, as far as [ can recollect, appears even in 
the choicest saints under the Old Testament dispen- 
sation. Some of them fretted and mourned, and 
sometimes even murmured; some merely possessed 
their souls in patience ; Christians exulted and tri- 
umphed in the God of their salvation. This is no 
mean proof of the additional light and evidence which 
the New Testament dispensation affords. 

Verse 42. Daily in the temple] That is, at the 
hours of morning and evening prayer ; for they felt it 


their duty to worship God in public, and to help 
others to make a profitable use of the practice. Every 
man that professes Christianity should, in this respect 
also, copy their conduct : nor can any man be consi- 
dered to have any religion, let his sentiments be what 
they may, who does not attend on the public worship 
of his Maker. 

They ceased not to teach and preach Jesus.) Far 
from desisting, they became more zeulous, yea, inces- 
sant, in their work. They took advantage of the 
public assemblies in the temple, as well as of all pri- 
vate opportunities, to tedch all the truths of their holy 
religion; and to preach, proclaim-Jesus as the only 
Messiah, that he who was crucified rose from the 
dead, and was exalted a Prince and a Saviour at the 
right hand of God. How little must these men have 
regarded their lives, who in the midst of such danger 
could pursue a line of conduct which, to all human 
views, must terminate in their ruin. They loved their 
Master, they loved his work, they loved their thank- 
less countrymen, they loved their present wages— 
persecution and stripes, and hated nothing ot their 
own lives! These men were proper pers:ms 1:0 ne 
employed in converting the world. Preachers of the 
Gospel, look at those men, and learn at once your 
duty, your employment, and your interest. Live and 
preach like apostles, and God will crown your labours 
with similar success. 


CHAPTER VI. 


The Hellenistic Jews complain against the Hebrews, that their widows were neglected in the daily ministra~ 


tion, 1. 
affairs of the Church, 2-6. 


To remedy the evil complained of, the apostles appoint seven deacons to superintend the temporal 
The progress of the word of God in Jerusalem, 7. 


Stephen, one of the 


deacons, becomes very eminent, and confounds various Jews of the synagogues of the Libertines, &c., 8— 


10. 
council with an angelic countenance, 15. 


AND in those days, * when the 
number of the disciples was 


multiplied, there arose a mur- 
muring of the > Grecians against the Hebrews, 


A. M. cir. 4035. 
A. D. cir. 31. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 3. 


2Chap. ii. 41; iv..4; v. 14; ver. 7. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VI. 

Verse 1. A murmuring of the Grecians against the 
Hebrews] Those who are here termed Grecians, 
EAAnviorat, or Hellenists, were Jews who sojourned 
now at Jerusalem, but lived in countries where the 
Greek language was spoken, and probably in general 
knew no other. They are distinguished here from 
those called Hebrews, by which we are to understand 
native Jews, who spoke what was then termed the 
Hebrew language, a sort of Chaldaio-Syriac. 
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They suborn false witnesses against him, to get him put to death, 11-14. 


He appears before the 


because their widows were ne- 4:M. cir. 4035. 


= 5 = A. D. eir. 31. 
glected °in the daily ministra- An. Olymp. 
tion. 


cir. CCII. 3. 
2 Then the twelve called the multitude of 


> Chap. ix. 29; xi. 20. 


¢ Chap. iv. 35. 


It has been remarked that Greek words ending in 
corn¢ imply inferiority. ‘EAAnvec, Hellenes, was dis- 
tinguished from ‘EAAyyorat: the former implies pure 
Greeks, native Greeks, who spoke the Greek tongue 
in its purity ; and the latter, Jews or others sojourning 
among the Greeks, but who spoke the Greek language 
according to the Hebrew idiom. Pythagoras divided 
his disciples into two classes ; those who were capable 
of entering into the spzrit and mystery of his doctrine 
he called MWv6ayopevor, Pythagoreans ; those who were 

46) 


The apostles counsel the disciples CHAP OW: to choose seven deacons. 
AAM om 4935: the disciples wnto them, and|Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom 4... cir. 4036. 
Po core said, “It is not reason that we}we may appoint over this An. Olymp. 
—_———. should leave the word of God, | business. resets 


and serve tables. 
3 Wherefore, brethren, * look ye out among 
you seven men of honest report, full of the 


4 But we ‘will give ourselves continu 
ally to prayer, and to the ministry of the 
word, e 


4 Exod. xviii. 17.——* Deut. i. 13; ch. 1.21; xvi.2; 1 Tim. iii. 7. 


f Chap. u. 42. 


of a different cast he termed Ilvtayopicra:, Pythago- 
rists: the former were eminent and worthy of their 
master ; the latter only so so. ‘The same distinction 
is made between those called Artixoe and Atrixioras, 
Attics and Atticists, the pure and less pure Greeks, as 
between those called ‘EAAnvec and ‘EAAnvicrat, Hellenes 
and Hellenists, pure Greeks and Grecising Jews. See 
Jamblicus, De Vit. Pyth. cap. 18, and Schoettgen on 
this place. 

The cause of the murmuring mentioned here seems 
to have been this: When all the disciples had put 
their property into a common stock, it was intended 
that out of it each should have his quantum of supply. 
The foreign or Hellenistic Jews began to be jealous, 
that their widows were neglected in the daily ministra- 
tion, that they either had not the proportion, or were 
not duly served; the Palestine Jews being partial to 
those of their own country. This shows that the com- 
munity of goods could never have been designed to 
become general. Indeed, it was no ordinance of God ; 
and, in any state of society, must be in general im- 
practicable. The apostles, hearing of this murmuring, 
came to the resolution mentioned below. 

Verse 2. Jt 1s not reason] Ovk apeoroy eart, it is 
not pleasing, proper, or fitting, that we should leave 
the word of God, that we should give up ourselves, ot 
confide to others, the doctrine of salvation which God 
has commanded ws to preach unto the people. 

And serve tables.}| Become providers of daily bread 
for your widows and poor: others can do this, to whom 
our important office is not intrusted. 

Verse 3. Wherefore—look ye out among you seven 
men] Choose persons in whom ye can all confide, who 
will distribute the provisions ‘impartially, and in due 
time ; and let these persons be the objects of the choice 
both of the Hebrews and Hellenists, that all cause of 
murmuring and discontent may be done away. Though 
seven was a sacred number among the Jews, yet there 
does not appear to be any mystery intended here. 
Probably the seven men were to take each his day of 
service ; and then there would be a superintendent for 
these widows, &c., for each day of the week. 

Of honest report] Maprvpovzevovc, Persons to whose 
character there is authentic testimony, well known and 
accredited. 

Full of the Holy Ghost] Saved into the spirit of the 
Gospel dispensation ; and made partakers of that Holy 
Ghost by which the soul is sanctified, and endued with 
those graces which constitute the mind that was in 
Christ. 

And wisdom] Prudence, discretion, and economy ; 
for mere piety and uprightness could not be sufficient, 
where so many must be pleased, and where frugality, im- 
partiality, and liberality, must ever walk hand in hand. 
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Whom we may appoint] Instead of xatactnouper, 
we may appoint, kataotnoouev, we shall appornt, is thé 
reading of ABCDE, and several others. It makes, 
however, very little difference in the sense. 

Verse 4. We will give ourselves continually to 
prayer] Upockaptepnoouer, We will steadfastly and 
invariably attend, we will carefully keep our hearts to 
this work. The word is very emphatic. 

To prayer.—See this defined, Matt. vi. 5. Even 
apostles could not live without prayer; they had no 
independent graces; what they had could not be re- 
tained without an increase ; and for this increase they 
must make prayer and supplication, depending continu 
ally on their God. 

Ministry of the word.] Avaxovig tov Aoyou,; The dea 
conship of the word. The continual proclamation of 
the Gospel of their Lord; and, to make this effectual 
to the souls of the hearers, they must continue in prayer: 
a minister who does not pray much, studies in vain. 

The office of deacon, dvaxovoc, came to the Christian 
from the Jewish Church. Every synagogue had at 
least three deacons, which were called D°0ID parna- 
sim, from D308 parnes, to feed, nourish, support, go- 
vern. The 0305 parnas, or deacon; was a sort of judge 
in the synagogue ; and, in each, doctrine and wisdom 
were tequited, that they might be able to discern and 
give right judgment in things both sacred and civil. 
The jin chazan, and wow shamash, were also a sort 
of deacons. The first was the priest's deputy; and 
the last was, in some cases, the deputy of this deputy, 
or the swb-deacon. In the New Testament the apos- 
tles are called deacons, 2 Cor. vi. 4; Eph. iii. 7; Col. 
i. 23: see also 2 Cor. xi. 15. Christ himself, the 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls, is called the deacon of 
the circumcision, Aeyw de Xpiotov Iycovy deaxovoy yeyes 
vnobat repttounc, Rom. xv. 8. As the word implies to 
minister or serve, it was variously applied, and pointed 
out all those who were employed in helping the bodies 
or souls of men; whether apostles, bishops, or those 
whom we call deacons. Some remark that there were 
two orders of deacons: 1. Acaxovoe the tparetnc, dea- 
cons of the TABLE, whose business it was to take care 
of the alms collected in the Church, and distribute 
them among the poor, widows, &c. 2. Acakovor tov 
ioyov, deacons of the worD, whose business it was to 
preach, and variously instruct the people. It seems 
that after the persecution raised against the apostolic 
Church, in consequence of which they became dis- 
persed; the deaconshp of tables ceased, as did also the 
community of goods; and Philip, who was one of 
these deacons, who at first served tables, betook him- 
self entirely to preaching of the word: see chap. viil. 
4, &c. In the primitive Church, it is sufficiently evi- 
dent that the deacons gave the bread and wine in the 
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Seven deacons are chosen 


A.M. cir. 4035. 
A. D. cir. 31. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIE. 3. 


5 4 And the saying pleased | 
the whole multitude; and they 
chose Stephen, §a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and ® Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 


THE ACTS. 


by the disciples. 


q A.M. cir. 4035. 
A. D. cir. 31. 
An. Olymp, 
cir. CCIL. 3. 


and Parmenas, and ' Nicolas, 
proselyte of Antioch : 

6 Whom they set before the 
apostles : and * when they had prayed, ' they 
laid their hands on them. 


g Chapter. xi. 24.——» Chapter viii. 5, 26; xxi. 8.——i Rev. 
ii. 6, 15. 


Eucharist to the believers in the Church, and carried 
it to those who were absent, Just. Mar. Apol. ii. p. 162; 
they also preached, and in some cases administered 
baptism. See Suicer on the words Acakovoc, Knpvacw, 
and Barrioua. But it appears they did the two last by 
the special authority of the bishop. In the ancient 
Roman Church, and in the Romish Church, the num- 
ber of seven deacons, in imitation of those appointed 
by the apostles, was kept up; and in the council of 
Neocesarea it was decreed that this number should 
never be exceeded, even in the largest cities: vide 
Concil. Neocesar. Canon. xiv. Other Churches varied 
this number; and the Church of Constantinople had 
not less than one hundred. Deacons were ordained 
by the bishops, by imposition of hands. None was 
ordained deacon till he was twenty-five years of age, 
and we find that it was lawful for them to have wives. 
See Suicer under the word Avaxovoc, and see the note 
on Matt. xx. 26. 

In the Church of England, (the purest and nearest 
to the apostolical model in doctrine and discipline of 
all national Churches,) a deacon receives ordination by 
the imposition of the hands of a bishop, in consequence 
of which he can preach, assist in the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, and in general perform any sacred of- 
fice, except consecrating the elements, and pronouncing 
the absolution. No person in this Church can be or- 
dained deacon till he be twenty-three years of age, 
unless by dispensation from the Abp. of Canterbury. 
There were deaconesses, both in the apostolic and pri- 
mitive Church, who had principally the care of the 
women, and visited and ministered to them in those 
circumstances in which it would have been improper 
for a deacon to attend. They also assisted in preparing 
the female candidates for baptism. 

At present, the office for which the seven deacons 
were appointed is, in the Church of England, filled by 
the churchwardens and overseers of the poor; in other 
Churches and religious societies, by elders, stewards, 
&c., chosen by the people, and appointed by the 
minister. 

Verse 5. Stephen, a man full of faith and of the 
Holy Ghost) A person every way properly fitted for 
his work; and thus qualified to be the first martyr of 
the Christian Church. 

Nicolas, a proselyte of Antioch] A heathen Greek, 
who had not only believed in the God of Israel, but 
had also received circumcision, and consequently was 
a proselyte of the covenant ; for, had he been only a 
proselyte of the gate, the Jews could not have asso- 
ciated with him. On the word proselyte, see the note 
on Exod. xii. 43. As this is the only proselyte men- 
tioned here, we may presume that all the rest were 


native Jews. From this Nicolas, it is supposed that 
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k Chap. i. 24! Chap. viii. 17; ix. 17 ; xii. 3; 1 Tim. iv 14; 
Vie Oo) she WaTM dal Ge 


the sect called Nicolaitans, mentioned Rev. ii. 6, 15, 
derived their origin. Dr. Lightfoot doubts this, and 
rather inclines to derive the name “ from x4)2) nicola, 
let us eat together; those brutes encouraging each 
other to eat meats offered to idols, like those in Isa. 
xxii. 13, who said, Let us eat flesh and drink wine, &e.” 
Both Ireneus and Epiphanius derive this sect from 
Nicolas the deacon. Clemens Alexandrinus gives this 
Nicolas a good character, even while he allows that 
the sect who taught the community of wives pretended 
to derive their origin from him. See on Rev. ii. 6. 
Verse 6.: And when they had prayed) Instead 
of kat, and, the Codex Beze@ reads oirwvec, who, refer- 
ring the act of praying to the apostles, which removes 
a sort of ambiguity. The apostles prayed for these 
persons, that they might in every respect be qualified 
for their office, and be made successful in it. And, 
when they had done this, they laid their hands upon 
them, and by this rite appointed them to their office. 
—So then, it plainly appears that the choice of the 
Church was not sufficient: nor did the Church think 
it sufficient ; but, as they knew their own members 
best, the apostles directed them, ver. 3, to choose those 
persons whom they deemed best qualified, according to 
the criterion laid down by the apostles themselves, 
that they should be of honest report, and full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom. Let us examine the process 
of this business: 1. There was an evident necessity 
that there should be more helpers in this blessed work 
2. The apostles called the disciples together, that they 
might consider of this necessity and provide for it, 
ver. 3. 3. They directed the disciples to choose out 
from among themselves such persons as they judged 
the most proper for the work. 4. They gave them 
the eriterion by which their choice should be directed; 
not any man, not every man, not their nearest rela- 
tive, or best beloved friend ; but such as were of ho- 
nest report, whose public character was known to be 
unblemished; and men who were full of the Holy 
Ghost, the influence of which would keep all right 
within, and direct their hearts into all truth; and men 
who were known to be men of prudence and economy, 
for not every good and pious man may be proper for 
such a work. 5. Seven persons being chosen by the 
disciples, according to this criterion, are presented to 
the apostles for their approbation and confirmation.— 
6. The apostles, receiving them from the hands of the 
Church, consecrated them to God by prayer, implor- 
ing his blessing on them and their labour. 7. When 
this was done, they laid their hands upon them in the 
presence of the disciples, and thus appointed them to 
this sacred and important work ; for it is evident they 
did not get their commission merely to serve tables, 
but to proclaum, in connection with and under the dt- 
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Stephen does wonders and 


a ee ee 7 And ™the word of God in- 
An. Olymp. creased; and the number of the 
eir. CCIL 3. 


disciples multiplied in Jerusa- 
lem greatly ; and a great company “of the 
priests were obedient to the faith. 

8 % And Stephen, ° full of faith and power, 


CHAP. VI. 


muracies among the people 


did great wonders and miracles 4,,M cir. 4035 
among the people. An. Olymp. 

9 Then there arose certain of "CC? 
the synagogue, which is called the synagogue 
of the P Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 
Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and 


m Chap. xii. 24; xix. 20; Col. i. 6. 2 John xii. 42. 


rection of the apostles, the word of life. Let no man 
say that any of the things here enumerated was unne- 
cessary, and let no Church pretend or affect to do with- 
out them. 1. No preacher or minister should be pro- 
vided till there is a place for him to labour in, and 
necessity for his labour. 2. Let none be imposed 
upon the Church of Christ who is not of that Church, 
well known and fully approved by that branch of it 
with which he was connected. 3. Let none be sent 
to publish salvation from sim, and the necessity of a 
holy life, whose moral character cannot bear the strict- 
est scrutiny amoné his neighbours and acquaintance. 
4. Let none, however moral, or well reported of, be 
sent to convert souls, who has not the most solid rea- 
son to believe that he is moved thereto by the Holy 
Ghost. 5. Let those who have the power to appoint 
see that the person be a man of wisdom, i. e. sound 
understanding—for a witling or a blockhead, however 
upright, will never make'a Christian minister ; and that 
he be a man of prudence, knowing how to direct his 
own concerns, and those of the Church of God, with 
discretion. 6. Let no private person, nor number of 
private members in a Church, presume to authorize 
such a person, though in every way qualified to preach 
the Gospel ; for even the one hundred and twenty pri- 
mitive disciples did not arrogate this to themselves. 
7. Let the person be brought to those to whom God 
has given authority in the Church, and let them, -after 
most solemnly invoking God, lay their hands upon 
him, according to the primitive and apostolic plan, and 
thus devote him to the work of the ministry. 8. Let 
such a one from that moment consider himself the 
property of God and his Church, and devote all his 
time, talents, and powers, to convert sinners, and build 
up believers in their most holy faith. 9. And let the 
Church of God consider such a person as legitimately 
and divinely sent, and receive him as the ambassador 
of Christ. 

Verse 7. The word of God increased] By such 
preachers as the apostles and these deacons, no won- 
der the doctrine of God increased—became widely 
diffused and generally known; in consequence of 
which, the number of the disciples must be greatly 
multiplied: for God will ever bless his own word, 
when ministered by those whom he has qualified to 
proclaim it. 

A great company of the priests were obedient to 
the faith.| This was one of the greatest miracles 
wrought by the grace of Christ: that persons so in- 
tent on the destruction of Christ, his apostles, and his 
doctrine, should at last espouse that doctrine, is asto- 
nishing; and that they-who had withstood the evi- 
detice of the miracles of Christ should have yielded to 
the doctrine of his death and resurrection. is worthy 
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° Gal. v. 6——P Chap. xxii. 28; xiii. 45; xvii. 18. 


of note. And from this we may learn that it is not 
by miracles that sinners are to be converted unto God, 
but by the preaching of Christ dying for their offences, 
and rising again for their justification. 

Instead of iepewr, priests, a few MSS., and the Sy- 
riac, read Iovdatwy, Jews; for the copyists seem to 
be struck here with two difficulties: 1. That such 
persons as these priests could be converted. 2. That 
the word oyoc, company, or multitude, could with 
propriety be applied to this class, which must have 
been inconsiderable in their numbers, when compared 
with the rest of the Jews. To preserve the ancient 
reading, which is undoubtedly genuine, some have al- 
tered the text by conjecture ; and, by putting a comma 
after oyAoc, and a Kat before twy lepewr, make the text 
read thus: And a great multitude, and some of the 
priests, were obedient to the faith. This conjecture 
is unnecessary, as there is no such difficulty here as 
to require so desperate an expedient, which is not re- 
commended by the evidence of a single MS. or ver- 
sion. 1. The grace of Christ Jesus can save even a 
murderous Jewish priest: his death is a grand atone- 
ment for all crimes and for the worst of sinners.— 
2. In the twenty-four courses of priests, there was 
not a multitude merely, but multitudes: indeed the 
number of ecclesiastics at Jerusalem was enormous. 
A great company out of these might be converted, 
and yet multitudes be left behind. 

Verse 8. Stephen, full of faith and power] In- 
stead of micewc, faith, yapitoc, grace, is the reading 
of ABD, several others, the Syriac of Erpen, the 
Coptic, Armenian, Vulgate, and some of the fathers. 
This reading Griesbach has admitted into the text.— 
Some MSS. join both readings. Stephen was full 
of faith—gave unlimited credence to the promises of 
his Lord ; he was full of grace—receiving the fulfil- 
ment of those promises, he enjoyed much of the unc- 
tion of the Divine Spirit, and much of the favour of 
his God; and, in consequence, he was full of power, 
duvapewc, of the Divine energy by which he was ena- 
bled to work great wonders and miracles among the 
people. 

Verse 9. The synagogue—of the Libertines, &c.] 
That Jews and proselytes from various countries had 
now come up to Jerusalem to bring offerings, and to 
attend the feast of pentecost, we have already seen, 
chap. ii. The persons mentioned here were foreign 
Jews, who appear to have had a synagogue peculiar 
to themselves at Jerusalem, in which they were ac 
customed to worship when they came to the public 
festivals. 

Various opinions have been entertained concerning 
the Libertines mentioned here: Bp. Pearce’s view of 
the subject appears to me to be the most correct. 
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Stephen disputes with the 


A. M. cir. 4035, 
A, D, cir. 31. 
An. Olymp. 

cir. CCIL. 3, 


of Asia, disputing with Ste- 
phen. 

— 10 And 4they were not able 
to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which 
he spake. 


4 Luke xxi. 15; chap. v. 39; see Exod. iv. 12; Isa. liv. 17. 


THE ACTS. 


Libertines, Cyrenians, &c. 

A. M. cir. 4035 

11 r Then they suborned men Aye OL 
which said, We have heard him An. Olymp. 


: cir. CCII. 3. 
speak blasphemous words against. ——_____ 


Moses, and against God. 
12 And they stirred up the people, and the 


r] Kings xxi. 10, 13; Matt. xxvi. 59, 60. 


«Tt is commonly thought that by this name is meant 
the sons of such Jews as had been slaves, and obtain- 
ed their freedom by the favour of their masters; but 
it is to be observed that with these Lidertines the 
Cyrenians and Alexandrians are here joined, as hay- 
ing one and the same synagogue for their public wor- 
ship. And it being known that the Cyrenians (chap. 
ii. 10) lived in Libya, and the Alexandrians in the 
neighbourhood of it, it is most natural to look for the 
Libertines ‘oo in that part of the world, Accordingly 
we find Suwidas, in his Lexicon; saying, upon the word 
AcBeprivot, that it is ovoua tov efvec, the name of a 
people. And in Gest. Collationis Carthagine habite 
inter Catholicos et Donatistas, published with Opta- 
tus’s works, Paris, 1679, (No. 201, and p. 57,) we 
have these words; Victor episcopus Ecclesie Catho- 
lice Lisertinensis digit, Unitas est illic, publicam 
non latet conscientiam, Unity 1s there: all the world 
knows it. From these two passages it appears that 
there was in Libya a town or district called Libertina, 
whose inhabitants bore the name of AvGeprivor, Liber- 
tines, when Christianity prevailed there. They had 
an episcopal see among them, and the above-mention- 
ed Victor was their bishop at the council of Carthage, 
in the reign of the Emperor Honorius, And from 
hence it seems probable that the town or district, and 
the people, existed in the time of which Luke is here 
speaking. They were Jews, (no doubt,) and came up, 
as the Cyrenian and Alexandrian Jews did, to bring 
their offerings to Jerusalem, and to worship God in the 
temple there. Cungus, in his Rep, Hebr, ii. 23, says 
that the Jews wha lived in Alewandria and Libya, and 
all other Jews who lived out af the Holy Land, ex- 
cept those of Babylon and its neighbourhood, were 
held in great contempt hy the Jews who inhabited Je- 
rusalem and Judea ; partly on account of their quitting 
their proper country, and partly on account of their 
using the Greek language, and heing quite ignorant 
of the other. For these reasons it seems probable 
that the Libertines, Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, had 
a separate synagogue ; (as perhaps the Cilicians and 
those of Asia had;) the Jews of Jerusalem not suf- 
fering them to be present in their synagogues, or they 
not choosing to perform their public service in syna- 
gogues where a language was used which they did 
not understand.” 


It is supposed, also, that these synagogues had theo- 
logical, if not philosophical, schools attached to them; 
and that it was the disciples or scholars of these schools 
who came forward to dispyte with Stephen, and were 
enraged because they were confounded. For it is not 
an uncommon custom with those who have a bad cause, 
which can neither stand the test of Seripture nor rea- 
son, to endeavour to support it by physicql when logi- 
eal foyce has failed; and thus 
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‘“‘ Prove their doctrine orthodox, 
By apostolic blows and knocks.” 

In the reign of Queen Mary, when popery prevailed 
in this country, and the simplest women who had read 
the Bible were an overmatch for the greatest of the 
popish doctors; as they had neither Scripture nor rea- 
son to allege, they burned them alive, and thus termi- 
nated a controversy which they were unable to main- 
tain. The same cause will ever produce the same 
effect : the Libertines, Cilicians, Cyrenians, and Alex- 
andrians, pursued this course: Stephen confounded 
them by Scripture and reason, and they beat his brains 
out with stones! This was the nrost effectual way to 
silence a disputant whose wisdom they could not resist. 
In the same way were the Protestants treated, when 
by Scripture and reason they had shown the absurdity 
and wickedness of that anti-christian system which the 
fire and the sword were brought forth to establish. 
These persecutors professed great concern at first for 
the souls of those whom they variously tortured, and 
at last burned ; but their tender mercies were cruel, 
and when they gave up the body to the flames, they 
most heartily consigned the soul to Satan. Scires 
é sanguine natos: their conduct preclaimed their 
genealogy, 

Verse 10. They were not able to resist the wisdom, 
&c,| He was wise, well exercised and experienced, in 
Divine things ; and, as appears by his defence, in the 
following chapter, well versed in the Jewish history. 
The spirit by which he spake was the Holy Spirit, and 
its power was irresistible. They were obliged either 
to yield to its teachings, or were confounded by its 
truth. Several MSS. add to this verse, because he 
reproved them with boldness, they could not resist the 
truth, . This reading is not genuine, though it exists 
(but in different forms) in some good MSS, 

Verse 11. Then they suborned men] ‘YreBadov. 
They made underhand work ; got associated to them- 
selves profligate persons, who for money would swear 
any thing. 

Blasphemous words against Moses, and against 
God.] This was the most deadly charge they could 
bring against him. We have already seen, Matt. ix. 
4, that blasphemy, when against GOD, signifies speak- 
ing wmpiously of his nature, attributes, or works ; and, 
when against men, it signifies speaking mjuriously of 
their character, blasting their reputation, &c. These 
false witnesses came to prove that he had blasphemed 
Moses by representing him as an impostor, or the like : 
and GOD, by either denying his being, his providence, 
the justice of his government, &c, 

Verse 12. And they] The Libertines, &c., men- 
tioned before, stirred up the people—raised a mob 
against him, and, to assist and countenance the mob, 
got the elders and scribes to conduct it, who thus made 


\ 


He is summoned before the 


A. M. cir. 4035, 
“Mi ct, 4035. elders, and the scribes, and came 


An. Ol ‘ } 1 
An. Olymp. upon him, and caught him, and 
—____—— brought Aim to the ‘council, 

13 And set up false witnesses, which 


said, This man ceaseth not to speak blas- 


phemous words against this holy place, and 
the law : 


5 Chap. xxv. 8. 


CHAP. VII. 


council to answer for himself. 


A.M. cir. 4035. 
A.D. weg 31. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIL. 3. 


14 *For we have heard him say, 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall 
tdestroy this place, and shall 
change the “customs which Moses delivered us. 

15 And all that sat in the council, looking 
steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been 
the face of an angel. 


t Dan. ix. 26. 


uQOr, rites. 


themselves one with the basest of the people, whom 
they collected; and then, altogether, without Jaw 
or form of justice, rushed on the good man, seized him, 
and brought him to a council who, though they sat in 
the seat of judgment, were ready for every evil work. 

Verse 13. Against this holy place] The temple, 
that it shall be destroyed. 

And the law] That it cannot give life, nor save 
from death. It is very likely that they had heard 
him speak words to this amount, which were all as 
true as the spirit from which they proceeded; but 
they gave them a very false colouring, as we see 
in the succeeding verse. 

Verse 15. Saw his face, as it had been the face of 
an angel.| Sayings like this are frequent among the 
Jewish writers, who represent God as distinguishing 
eminent men by causing, a glory to shine from their 
faces. Rabbi Gedalia said that, ‘‘ when Moses and 
’ Aaron came before Pharaoh, they appeared like those 
angels which minister before the face of the Lord; 
for their stature appeared greater, and the splendour 
of their faces was like the sun, and their eyes like 
the wheels of the sun; their beard like clusters of 
grapes, and their words like thunder and lightning ; 
and that, through fear of them, those who were pre- 
sent fell to the earth.” 

The like is said of Moses, in Dedarim Rabba, fol. 
75, that ‘when Sammael (Satan) came to Moses, 


the splendour of his face was like the sun, and him- 
self resembled an angel of God.” The reader may find 
several similar sayings in Schoettgen. 

It appears that the light and power of God which 
dwelt in his soul shone through his face, and God gave 
them this proof of the falsity of the testimony which 
was now before them; for, as the face of Stephen now 
shone as the face of Moses did when he came down 
from the mount, it was the fullest proof that he had not 
spoken blasphemous words either against Moses or God, 
else this splendour of heaven had not rested upon him. 

The history of the apostolic Church is a series of 
wonders. Every thing that could prevent such a 
Church from being established, or could overthrow it 
when established, is brought to bear against it. The 
instruments employed in its erection and defence had 
neither might nor power, but what came immediately 
from God. They work, and God works with them; 
the Church is founded and built up; and its adver~ 
saries, with every advantage in their favour, cannot 
overthrow it. Is it possible to look at this, without see- 
ing the mighty hand of God in the whole? He permits 
devils and wicked men to work—to avail themselves 
of all their advantages, yet counterworks all their plots 
and designs, turns their weapons against themselves, 
and promotes his cause by the very means that were 
used to destroy it. How true is the saying, There is 
‘neither might nor counsel against the Lord! 


CHAPTER VII. 


Stephen, being permitted to 


answer for himself relative to the charge of blasphemy brought against him by 


his accusers, gives a circumstantial relation of the call of Abraham, when he dwelt in Mesopotamia, m 


Charran, &c., 1-8. 
18,19. The history of 


tinued till the time of David, 44-46. 
fined to temples built by hands, 47-50. 
5 
neglect of their own law against them, 51-53. 
54. He sees the glory of God, and Christ at the 


vision, 55,56. They rushupon him, drag him out of the city, and stone him, 57, 58. 


The history of Jacob and Joseph, 9-17. 
Moses and his acts till the exodus from Egypt, 20-37. 
idolatry of the Israelites in the wilderness, 38-43. 
Of the temple built by Solomon for that God who cannot be con- 

Being probably interrupted in the prosecution of his discourse, 
he urges home the charge of rebellion against God, 
They are filled with indignation, and proceed to violence, 


The persecution of their fathers in Egypt, 
The rebellion and 
The erection of the tabernacle of witness, which con- 


persecution of his prophets, the murder of Christ, and 


right hand of the Father; and declares the glorious 


He invokes the 


Lord Jesus, prays for his murderers, and expires, 59, 60. 


A. M. cir. 4035. ‘ : 
‘A. Dacira3l, HEN said the high priest _, 
An. Olymp. a Are these things so? 


ir. CCI. 3. : ; 
om And he said, » Men, brethren, 


se ee Se 
a Chap. vi. 13, 14.——» John ix. 22; chap. xxi. Ll. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VU. 
Verse 1. Are these things so?] Hast thou predicted 
the destruction of the temple? And hast thou said 
1 . 


and fathers, hearken ; ° The God 4,M cit 4005. 
of glory appeared unto our father 


re 
fi cir. “8s 
Abraham, when he was in Meso- 


e Gen. xi. 27, 28; xii. 1-3. 


a ies ee Ee! Se 
that Jesus of Nazareth shall change our customs, abo- 
lish our religious rites and temple service ! Hast thou 
spoken these blasphemous things against Moses, and 
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Stephen gives an account THE ACTS. of the call of Abraham. 
AM. cit. 4035. potamia, before he dwelt in|not so much as to set his foot on: A.M, cir. 4035. 
An, Olymp. Charran, f yet he promised that he would An. Olymp. 


ee Fe Ani) -saidasimite him, ¢ Get 


thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and come into the land which I shall show thee. 
4.Then © came he out of the land of the 
Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from 
thence, when his father was dead, he removed 
him into this land, wherein ye now dwell, 
5 And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, 


4 Gen, xii. 1.—e Gen. xi. 31; xii. 4, 5. = Gen. Xila?); xiii. 
15; xv, 3,18; xvii.8; xxvi. 3, 


Stl : 5 eir, CCIL. 3. 
give it to him for a possession, ———— ~~" _ 


and to his seed after him, when as yet he had 
no child, 

6 And God spake on this wise, § That his 
seed should sojourn in a strange land; and 
that they should bring them into bondage, and 
entreat them evil » four hundred years. 

7 And the nation to whom they shall be in 


& Genesis xv. 13, 16.——h Exodus xii. 40; Galatians 
a. 17. 


agamst God? Here was some colour of justice ; for 
Stephen was permitted to defend himself. And, in 
order to do this he thought it best to enter into a de- 
tail of their history from the commencement of their 
nation; and thus show how kindly God had dealt 
with them, and how ungraciously they and their fathers 
had requited Him. And all this naturally led him to 
the conclusion, that God could no longer bear with a 
people the cup of whose iniquity had been long over- 
flowing; and therefore they might expect to find wrath, 
without mixture of mercy. 

But how could St. Luke get all this circumstantial 
account? 1. He might have been present, and heard 
the whole ; or, more probably, he had the account 
from St. Paul, whose companion he was, and who was 
certainly present when St. Stephen was judged and 
stoned, for he was consenting to his death, and kept 
the clothes of them who stoned him. See chap. vii, 
58 ; vill, 1; and xxii. 20. 

Verse 2. Men, brethren, and fathers] Rather, dre- 
thren and fathers, for avodpec should not be translated 
separately from adeAgos. Literally it is men-brethiren, 
a very usual form in Greek ; for every person knows 
that avdpec APnvarot and avdpec Ilepcat should not be 
translated men-Athenians and men-Persians, but sim- 
ply Athenians and Persians, See Acts xvii. 29. So, 
in Luke ii. 15, avOpwroe rouevec should be translated 
shepherds, not men-shepherds. And avOpwroc Bactieve, 
Matt. xviii. 23, should not be translated man-king, 
but king, ‘simply. By translating as we do, men, 
brethren, and fathers, and putting a comma after men, 
we make Stephen address three classes, when in fact 
there were but two: the elders and scribes, whom he 
addressed as fathers ; and the common people, whom he 
calls brethren. See Bp. Pearce, and see chap. viii. 27. 

The God of glory appeared, &c.] As Stephen was 
now vindicating himself from the false charges brought 
against him, he shows that he had uttered no blas- 
phemy, either against God, Moses, or the temple ; but 
states that his accusers, and the Jews in general, were 
guilty of the faults with which they charged him : that 
they had from the beginning rejected and despised 
Moses, and had always violated his laws. He proceeds 
to state that there is no blasphemy in saying that the 
temple shall be destroyed: they had been without a 
temple till the days of David; nor does God ever con- 
fine himself to temples built by hands, seeing he fills 
both heaven and earth; that Jesus is the prophet of 
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whom Moses spoke, and whom they had persecuted, 
condemned, and at last put to death; that they. were 
wicked and uncircumcised in heart and in ears, and 
always resisted the Holy Ghost as their fathers did. 
This is the substance of St. Stephen’s defence as far 
as he was permitted to make it ; a defence which they 
could not confute ; containing charges which they most 
glaringly illustrated and confirmed, by adding the mur- 
der of this faithful disciple to that of his all-glorious 
Master. 

Was in Mesopotamia] In that part of it where Ur 
of the Chaldees was situated, near to Babel, and among 
the rivers, (Tigris and Euphrates,) which gave the 
name of Mesopotamia to the country. See the note 
on Gen. xi. 31. 

Before he dwelt in Charran] This is called Haran 
in our translation of Gen. xi. 31; this place also be- 
longed to Mesopotamia, as well as Ur, but is placed 
west of it on the maps. It seems most probable that 
Abraham had twe calls, one in Ur, and the other in 
Haran. He left Ur at the first call, and came to Ha- 
ran; he left Haran at the second call, and came into 
the promised land. See these things more particularly 
stated in the notes on Gen. xii. 1. 

Verse 4. When his father was dead] See the note 
on Gen. xi. 26. 

Verse 5. Gave him none mheritance] Both Abra- 
ham and Jacob had small parcels of land in Canaan ; 
but they had them by purchase, not by God’s gift ; 
for, as Abraham was obliged to duya burying-place in 
Canaan, Gen. xxiii., it is obvious he had no inheritance 
there. 

And to his seed after him] See Gen. xii. 7; and 
xili. 15, and the note there. 

Verse 6. That his seed should sojourn in a strange 
land] See Gen. xv. 13, 14. 

Four hundred years.] Mosss says, Exod. xii. 40, 
that the sojourning of the children of Israel in Egypt— 
was 430 years. See the note there. St. Paun has 
the same number, Gal. iii. 17; and so has Josephus, 
Ant. lib. ii. cap. 1, sect. 9; in Bell. lib. v. cap. 9, 
sect, 4. St. Stephen uses the round number of 400, 
leaving out the odd tens, a thing very cammon, not 
only in the sacred writers, but in all others, those 
alone excepted who write professedly on chronological 
matters. 

Verse 7. Will I judge] Kowa eyo, I will punish, 
for in this sense the Greek word is frequently taken 
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He give an abstract of 


A. M. cir. 4035. 
Ar Dicirs Si. 
An. Olymp. 

cir. CCII. 3. 


bondage will I judge, said God: 
and after that shall they come 
forth, and ‘ serve me in this place. 

8 * And he gave him the covenant of circum- 
cision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and 
circumcised him the eighth day: ™ and Isaac 
begat Jacob; and "Jacob begat the twelve 
patriarchs. 

9 4 ° And the patriarchs, moved with envy, 
sold Joseph into Egypt: ? but God was with 
him, 

10 And delivered him out of all his afflictions, 
4and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him 
governor over Egypt and all his house. 


i Exod. iii, 12.— Gen. xvii. 9, 10, 11— Gen. xxi. 2, 3, 
4. m Gen. xxv. 26.— Gen. xxix, 31, &c.; xxx. 5, &c.; 
xxxy. 18, 23, © Gen. xxxvil. 4, 11; 28; Psa, ev, 17.——P Gen. 
XXxix. 2, 21,23. 


“ When,” says Bp. Pearce, “a malefactor is brought 
before a judge, the judge does three things: 1. he 
tries or judges him; 2. he then gives his judgment or 
sentence; and, 3. he puts the law in execution, and 
punishes him. Hence xpvva, at different times, signifies 
each of these things; and the sense of the word is to 
be determined by the context. Here it signifies zo 
punish, as xpia is used for punishment, in Rom. Xiii. 
2; 1 Cor. xi. 29, compared with ver. 30, 31.” The 
Egyptians, to whom the Israelites were in bondage, 
were punished by the ten plagues, described Exod. 
Wile GVUlDeniel Sin Sage X ls) XT 

Verse 8. He gave him the covenant of circumcision] 
That is, he instituted the rite of circumcision, as a sign 
of that covenant which he had made with him and his 
posterity. See Gen. xvii. 10, &c. 

And so Abraham begat Isaac] Kaz ottwc, And thus, 
in this covenant, he begat Isaac; and as a proof that 
he was born under this covenant, was a true son of 
Abraham and inheritor of the promises, he circumcised 
him the eighth day; and this rite being observed in 
the family of Isaac, Jacob and his twelve sons were 
born under the covenant; and thus their descendants, 
the twelve tribes, being born under the same covenant, 
and practising the same rite, were, by the ordinance 
of God, legal inheritors of the promised land, and all the 
secular and spiritual advantages connected with it. 

Verse 9. And the patriarchs] The twelve sons of 
Jacob, thus called because each was chief or head of 
his respective family or tribe. 

Moved with envy] Zndwcartec. We translate SnAoc 
variously : zeal or fervent affection, whether its object 
be good or bad, is its general meaning; and ¢jAow 
signifies to be indignant, envious, &c. See the note 
on chap. v.17. The brethren of Joseph, hearing of his 
dreams, and understanding them to portend his future 
advancement, filled with envy, (with which no ordinary 
portion of malice was associated,) sold Joseph into the 
land of Egypt, hoping by this means to prevent his fu- 
ture grandeur ; but God, from whom the portents came, 
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CHAP. VII. 


the history of Joseph. 


11. * Now there came a dearth A.M. cir. 4035. 
AnD sci ol. 
over all the land of Egypt and An. Olymp. 
Chanaan, and great affliction: "°° * 
and our fathers found no sustenance. 

12 *But when Jacob heard that there was 
corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first : 

13 t And at the second time Joseph was made 
known to his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred 
was made known unto Pharaoh. 

14 "Then sent Joseph, and called his father 
Jacob to Aim, and ¥ all his kindred, threescore 
and fifteen souls. 

15 “So Jacob went down into Egypt, * and 
died, he, and our fathers, 

16 And ¥ were carried over into Sychem, and 


4Gen. xli. 37; xlii. 6——"Gen. xli. 54.——sGen. xl. I. 
tGen. xlv. 4, 16. uGen. xly. 9, 27. V Gen. xlvi. 27; Deut. 
x On. WGen. xlvi. 5. xGen. xlix. 33; Exod. i. 6, 
y Exod. xiii. 19; Josh. xxiv. 32. 


was with him, and made their envy the direct means 
of accomplishing the great design. 

Verse 10. Gave him favour and wisdom in the sight 
of Pharaoh] God gave him much wisdom, in conse- 
quence of which he had favour with the king of Egypt. 
See the whole of this remarkable history explained at 
large, Gen. xli—xlv. 

Verse 14. Threescore and fifteen souls.| There are 
several difficulties here, which it is hoped the reader 
will find satisfactorily removed in the note on Genesis 
xlvi. 20. It is well known that in Gen. xlvi., and in 
Deut. x. 22, their number is said to be threescore and 
ten; but Stephen quotes from the Septuagint, which 
adds five persons to the account which are not in the 
Hebrew text, Machir, Gilead, Sutelaam, Taham, and 
Edem; but see the note referred to above. 

Verse 16. And were carried over to Sychem] “ It 
is said, Gen. 1. 13, that Jacob was buried in the cave 
of the field of Machpelah before Mamre. And in Josh. 
xxiv. 32, and Exod. xiii. 19, it is said that the bones 
of Joseph were carried out of Egypt by the Israelites, 
and buried in Shechem, which Jacob bought from the 
sons of Hamor the father of Shechem. As for the 
eleven brethren of Joseph, we are told by Josephus, 
Ant. lib. ii. cap. 8. sect. 2, that they were buried in 
Hebron, where their father had been buried. But, 
since the books of the Old Testament say nothing about 
this, the authority of Stephen (or of Luke here) for 
their being buried in Sychem is at least as good as that 
of Josephus for their being buried in Hebron.”—Bp. 
Pearce. 

We have the uniform consent of the Jewish writers 
that all the patriarchs were brought out of Egypt, and 
buried in Canaan, but none, except Stephen, mentions 
their being buried in Sychem. As Sychem belonged 
to the Samaritans, probably the Jews thought it too 
great an honour for that people to possess the bones 
of the patriarchs; and therefore have carefully avoided 
making any mention of it. This is Dr. Lightfoot’s 
conjecture ; and it is as probable as any other. 
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A.M. cir. 4035. Jaid in 2 the sepulchre that Abra- 
A. D. cir. 31. 
An. Olymp. ham bought for a sum of money 
cir. CCIL. 3. 


oes of the sons of Emmor the father 
of Sychem. 

17 % But when *the time of the promise 
drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abra- 
ham, ’the people grew and multiplied in 
Egypt, ; 

18 Till another king arose, which knew not 
Joseph. 

19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, 
and evil entreated our fathers, ° so that they 
cast out their young children, to the end they 
might not live. 

20 “In which time Moses was born, and 


THE ACTS. 


of the history of Moses. 

f j i A M. cir. 4035. 
ewas f exceeding ws ge AD, eie 
i in his father’s An. Olymp. 
PE, eel cir. CCIL 3. 


house three months : pei. AA 

21 And # when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s 
daughter took him up, and nourished him for 
her own son. 

22 And Moses was learned in all the wis- 
dom of the Egyptians, and was ® mighty in 
words and in deeds. 

23 i And when he was full forty years old, 
it came into his heart to visit his brethren the 
children of Israel. 

24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, 
he defended him, and avenged him that was 
oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: _ 


a Gen. xv. 13; ver. 6. ——> Exod. 


= Gen. xxiii. 16; xxxv. 19. 
1 ¢ Exod. i. 22. 


1. 7,8, 9; Psa. ev. 24, 25. 


That Abraham bought for a sum of money] Two 
accounts seem here to be confounded: 1. The purchase 
made by Abraham of the cave and field of Ephron, 
which was in the field of Machpelah: this purchase 
was made from the children of Heth, Gen. xxiii. 3, 
10,17. 2. The purchase made by Jacob, from the 
sons of Hamor or Emmor, of a sepulchre in which the 
bones of Joseph were laid: this was in Sychem or 
Shechem, Gen. xxxili. 19; Josh. xxiv. 32. The word 
Abraham, therefore, in this place, is certainly a mis- 
take ; and the word Jacob, which some have supplied, 
is doubtless more proper. Bp. Pearce supposes that 
Luke originally wrote, 6 wrycato tine apyvptov, which 
he bought for a sum of money: i. e. which Jacob bought, 
who is the last person, of the singular number, spoken 
of in the preceding verse. Those who saw that the 
word wrycaro, bought, had no nominative case joined 
to it, and did not know where to find the proper one, 
seem to have inserted ABpaau, Abraham, in the text, 
for that purpose, without sufficiently attending to the 
different circumstances of Ais purchase from that of 
Jacob's. 

Verse 18. Which knew not Joseph.| That is, did 
not approve of him, of his mode of governing the 
kingdom, nor of his people, nor of his God. See the 
note on Exod. i. 8. 

Verse 19. The same dealt subtilly] Obto¢ kataco- 
¢voapevoc, A word borrowed from the Septuagint, who 
thus translate the Hebrew 19 nnd) nithchokmah lo, 
let us deal wisely with it, i. e. with cunning and de- 
ceit, as the Greek word implies; and which is evi- 
dently intended by the Hebrew. See Gen. xxvii. 35, 
Thy brother came with subtilty, which the Targumist 
explains by 8DD1N3 be-chokma, with wisdom, that is, 
cunning and deceit. For this the Egyptians were so 
remarkable that ayurriaferv, to Egyptize, signified to 
act cunningly, and to use wicked devices. Hence the 
Jews compared them to foxes; and it is of them that 
Cant. chap. il. 15, is understood by the rabbins: 
Take us the little foxes which spoil our vines ; destroy 
the Egyptians, who, having slain our male children, 
sought to destroy the name of Israel from the face of 
the earth. 
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fOr, fair to God. £ Exod 
i Exod. ii. 11, 12. 


e Heb. xi. 23. 
hLuke xxiv. 19. 


4 Exod. il. 2. 
i. 3-10. 


To the end they might not live.| Might not grow up 
and propagate, and thus build up the Hebrew nation. 

Verse 20. Moses—was exceeding fair] Acetog Tw 
Ge, Was fair to God, i. e. was divinely beautiful. 
See the note on Exod. ii. 2. — 

Verse 22. Jn all the wisdom of the Egyptians} 
Who were, at that time, the most intelligent and best 
instructed people in the universe. Philo says, Moses 
was taught arithmetic, geometry, poetry, music, medi- 
cme, and the knowledge of hieroglyphics. In Sohar 
Cadash, fol. 46, it is said, “that, of the ten portions 
of wisdom which came into the world, the Egyptians 
had nine, and that all the inhabitants of the earth had 
only the remaining portion.” Much of the same 
nature may be seen in the rabbins, though they apply 
the term wisdom here to magic. 

Was mighty in words and in deeds.) This may 
refer to the glorious doctrines he taught, and the 
miracles he wrought in Egypt. Josephus Ant. lib. ii. 
cap. 10, sect. 1, gives an account of his being gene- 
ral of an Egyptian army, defeating the Ethiopians, who 
had invaded Egypt, driving them back into their own 
country, and taking Sada their capital, which was 
afterwards called Meroé. But this, like many other 
tales of the same writer, is worthy of little credit. 

Pheenix says the same of Achilles :— 


Mv6ov te pytnp’ euevat, TonkTypa Te epywr. Il. ix. v. 443. 
Not only an orator of words, but a performer of deeds. 


Verse 23. When he was full forty years old] This 
was a general tradition among the Jews: ‘ Moses 
was forty years in Pharaoh’s court, forty years in Mi- 
dian, and forty years he served Israel.” 

To visit his brethren] Probably on the ground of 
trying to deliver them from their oppressive bondage. 
This desire seems to have been early infused into his 
mind by the Spirit of God; and the effect of this de- 
sire to deliver his oppressed countrymen was his re- 
fusing to be called the son of Pharoah’s daughter— 
see Heb. xi. 24, and thus renouncing all right to the 
Egyptian crown, choosing rather to endure affliction 
with the people of God than enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season. 
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Account of the deliverance 


a. M. cit. 4035. 25 For he * supposed his bre- 
os igs thren would have understood 
== = —— how that? Godby “his ” hand 
would deliver them: but they understood not. 
26 ! And the next day he showed himself 
unto them as they strove, and would have set 
them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are bre- 
thren ; why do ye wrong one to another ? 

27 But he that did his neighbour wrong 
thrust him away, saying, ™ Who made thee a 
ruler and a judge over us? 

28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou didst~ the 
Egyptian yesterday ? 

29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and 
was a stranger in the land of Madian, where 
he begat two sons. 


30 ° And when forty years were expired, | 


there appeared to him in the wilderness of 
mount Sinai, an angel of the Lord in a flame 
of fire in a bush. 

31 When Moses saw zt, he wondered at the 
sight: and as he drew near to behold it the 
voice of the Lord came unto him, 

32 Saying, ?I am the God of thy fathers, 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trem- 
bled, and durst not behold, 


CHAP. VII. 


of Israel by Moses. 


33 Then 4said the Lord to him, 
Put off thy shoes from thy feet : 
for the place where thou standest 
is holy ground. 

34 *I have seen, I have seen the affliction 
of my people which is in Egypt, and I have 
heard their groaning, and am come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I will send 
thee into Egypt. 

35 This Moses whom they refused, saying, 
Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the 
same did God send to be a ruler and a deli- 
verer * by the hand of the angel which appeared 
to him in the bush. 

36 * He brought them out, after that he had 
* showed wonders and signs in the land of 
Egypt, ¥ and in the Red Sea, * and in the wil- 
derness forty years. 

37 % This is that Moses, which said unto 
the children of Israel, * A prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your bre- 
thren, Y like unto me; 7 him shall ye hear. 

38 * This is he that was in the church in 
the wilderness with » the angel which spake to 
him in the mount Sinai, and with our fathers : 
° who received the lively ‘oracles to give 
unto us! 


A. M. cir. 4035. 
A. D. cir. 31. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 3. 


k Or, Now. 1 Exod. ii. 13——™ See Luke xii. 14; chap. iv, 
oe n Exod. ii. 15, 22; iv. 20; xvili. 3, 4. © Exod. iil, 2. 
Pp Matt. xxii. 32; Heb. xi. 16.——4 Exod, iii. 5; Josh. y. 15. 
© Exod. iii. 7. 
41; xxxiil. L.- 


u Exod. vii.-xi. and xiv; Psa. cv. 27. 


a a ee a Sa ae an 


Verse 24. Smote the Egytian] See this explained, 
Dxod sii. 01, 12. 

Verse 25. He supposed his brethren would have 
understood, &c.] He probably imagined that, as he 
felt from the Divine influence he was appointed to be 
their deliverer, they would have his Divine appoint- 
ment signified to them in a similar way ; and the act 
of justice which he now did in behalf of his oppressed 
countryman would be sufficient to show them that he 
was now ready to enter upon his office, if they were 
willing to concur. 

Verse 26. Unto them as they strove] Two Hebrews, 
See on Exod. ii. 13, &c. 

Verse 30. In a flame of fire in a bush.] See this 
and the following verses largely explained in the notes 
on. Exod. iii. 1-8. 

Verse 36. He brought them out, after that he had 
showed wonders, &c.] Thus the very person whom 
they had rejected, and, in effect, delivered up into the 
hands ef Pharaoh that he might be slain, was the 
person alone by whom they were redeemed from their 
Egyptian bondage. And does not St. Stephen plainly 
say by this, that the very person, Jesus Christ, whom 
they had rejected and delivered up into the hands of 
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s Exod. xiv. 19; Num, xx. 16.—+* Exod, xii. | 


v Exod. xiv. 21-29" Exod. xvi. 1, 35. x Deut. xviii. 15, 
18; chap. iii. 22. yOr, as myself. zMatt. xvu. 5. 
a Exod. xix. 3, 17. bIsa. lxiii. 9; Gal. iii. 19; Heb. 1. 2 
¢ Exod, xxi, 1}; Deut. v. 27, 31; xxxiii.4; John 1.17. 4 Rom. 
lii. 2, 


_———————— eC 


Pilate to be crucified, was the person alone by whom 
they could be delivered out of their spiritual bondage, 
and made partakers of the inheritance among the saints 
in light? No doubt they felt that this was the drift 
of his speech. 

Verse 37. This is that Moses, which said—A pro- 
phet, &c.] This very Moses, so highly esteemed and 
honoured by God, announced that very prophet whom 
ye have lately put to death. See the observations at 
the end of Deut. xviil. 

Verse 38. With the angel which spake to hum) 
Stephen shows that Moses received the law by the 
ministry of angels; and that he was only a mediator 
between the angel of God and them. 

The lively oracles] Aoywa Covra, The living ora- 
acles. The doctrines of life, those doctrines—obedi- 
ence to which entitled them, by the promise of God, 
to a long life upon earth, which spoke to them of that 
spiritual life which every true believer has in union 
with his God, and promised that eternal life which 
those who are faithful unto death shall enjoy with him 
in the realms of glory. 

The Greek word Aoy:ov, which we translate oracle, 
signifies a Divine revelation, a communication from 
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A. M.cir. 4035. 39 Tio whom our fathers 
ws DE OWA Bale : 
An. Olymp. would not obey, but thrust hum 


_cit CCIL 3. fom them, and in their hearts 


turned back again into Egypt, 

40 © Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go 
before us: for as for this Moses, which brought 
us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what 
is become of him. 

41 ‘And they made a calf in those days, 
and offered a sacrifice unto the idol, and re- 
joiced in the works of their own hands. 


e Exod. xxxii. 1. fDeut. ix. 16; Psa. evi. 19. & Psa. Ixxxi. 
12; Ezek. xx. 25, 39; Rom. i.24; 2 Thess. 1i. 11. 


God himself, and is here applied to the Mosaic law ; 
to the Old Testament in general, Rom. iii. 2 ; Heb. v. 
12 ; and to Divine revelation in general, 1 Pet. iv. 11. 

Verse 39. In thewr hearts turned back again into 
Egypt) Became idolaters, and preferred their Egyp- 
tian bondage and their idolatry to the promised land 
and the pure worship of God. See the whole of these 
transactions explained at large in the notes on Exod. 
XXXli. 

Verse 42. Then God turned, and gave them up, &c.] 
He left them to themselves, and then they deified and 
worshipped the sun, moon, planets, and principal stars. 

In the book of the prophets] As this quotation is 
found in Amos, chap. v. 25, by the book of the pro- 
phets is meant the twelve minor prophets, which, in the 
ancient Jewish division of the sacred writings, formed 
only one book. 

Have ye offered to me slain beasts] It is certain 
that the Israelites did offer various sacrifices to God, 
while in the wilderness ; and it is as certain that they 
scarcely ever did it with an upright heart. They were 
idolatrous, either in heart or act, in almost all their re- 
ligious services; these were therefore so very imper- 
fect that they were counted for nothing in the sight 
of God; for this seems to be strongly implied in the 
question here asked, Have ye offered to mx (exclusively 
and with an upright heart) slain beasts and sacrifices 
by the space of forty years? On the contrary, these 
forty years were little else than a tissue of rebellion 
and idolatry. 

Verse-43. Ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and 
the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made 
to worship them.| This is a literal translation of the 
place, as it stands in the Septuagint ; but in the He- 
brew text it stands thus: But ye have borne the taber- 
nacle of your Molech, and Chiun, your wmages, the 
star of your god which ye made to yourselves. This 
is the simple version of the place, unless we should 
translate DID91 M3 NX DNNWI) venasatem eth Siccuth 
malkekem, ye took Sixuru your king, (instead of ye 
took up the tabernacle of your Moumx,) as some have 
done. ‘The place is indeed very obscure, and the two 
texts do not tend to cast light on each other. The 
rabbins say siccuth, which we translate tabernacle, is 
the name of an idol. Molech is generally understood 
to mean the swn; and several persons of good judg- 
ment think that by Remphan or Raiphan is meant the 
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THE ACTS. 


idolatry of the Israelites 


42 Then £God turned, and Ase. ols, fee 
gave them up to worship * the Sara 
host of heaven; as it is written —————— 
in the book of the prophets, +O ye house 
of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts 
and sacrifices by the space of forty years in 
the wilderness ? 

43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, 
and the star of your god Remphan, figures 
which ye made to worship them: and I will 
carry you away beyond Babylon. 


h Deut. iv, 19; xvii. 3; 2 Kings xvii. 16; xxi. 3; Jer. xix. 13. 
i Amos v. 25, 26. 


planet Saturn, which the Copts call ‘Pydav, Rephan. 
It will be seen above that instead of Remphan, or, as 
some of the best MSS. have it, Rephan, the Hebrew 
text has {1.3 Chiun, which might possibly be a corrup- 
tion of {3° Reiphan, as it would be very easy to mis- 
take the 3 caph for 1 resh, and the vau shurek ) for 5 
pe. This emendation would bring the Hebrew, Septua- 
gint, and the text of Luke, nearer together ; but there 
is no authority either from MSS. or versions for this 
correction: however, as Chiwn is mentioned in no other 
place, though Molech often occurs, it is the more likely 
that there might have been some very early mistake 
in the text, and that the Septuagint has preserved the 
true reading. 

It was customary for the idolaters of all nations to 
carry images of their gods about them in their jour- 
neys, military expeditions, &c.; and these, being very 
small, were enclosed in little boxes, perhaps some of 
them in the shape of temples, called tabernacles ; or, 
as we have it, chap. xix. 24, shrines. These little 
gods were the penates and lares among the Romans, 
and the tselems or talismans among the ancient eastern 
idolaters. The Hebrew text seems to refer to these 
when it says, the tabernacle of your Molech, and Chiun, 
your images, DD9¥ tsalmeycem, your tselems, trove 
turouc, the types or simulachres of your gods. See 
the note on Gen. xxxi. 19. Many of those small port- 
able images are now in my own collection, all of cop- 
per or brass; some of them the identical penates of the 
ancient Romans, and others the offspring of the Hindoo 
idolatry ; they are from an ounce weight to half a 
pound. Such images as these I suppose the idola- 
trous Israelites, in imitation of their neighbours, the 
Moatbites, Ammonites, &c., to have carried about with 
them ; and to such the prophet appears to me unques- 
tionably to allude. 

I will carry you away beyond Babylon.| You have 
carried your idolatrous images about ; and I will carry 
you into captivity, and see if the gods in whom ye 
have trusted can deliver you from my hands. Instead 
of beyond Babylon, Amos, from whom the quotation 
is made, says, J will carry you beyond Damascus. 
Where they were carried was into Assyria and Media, 
see 2 Kings xvii. 6: now, this was not only beyond 
Damascus, but beyond Babylon itself ; and, as Stephen 
knew this to be the fact, he states it here, and thus 
more precisely fixes the place of their captivity. The 
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He mentions also the 


A.M. cir.4035. 44 9] Our fathers had the taber- 


A.D. cir. 31. : J ‘ 

An. Olymp. nacle of witness in the wilder- 

eir. CCI. 3. P : 
ness, as he had appointed, 


* speaking unto Moses, ! that he should make 
it according to the fashion that he had seen. 
45 ™ Which also our fathers "that came after 
brought in with Jesus into the possession of the 
Gentiles, ° whom God drave out before the 
face of our fathers, unto the days of David; 
46 » Who found favour before God, and 4 de- 
sired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. 
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erection of the tabernacle. 

47 *But Solomon built him a 4M. cir. 4035. 
AWDwcire ols 
house. An. Olymp. 


48 Howbeit, *the Most High Pca Rd ote 


dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as 
saith the prophet, 

49 ‘Heaven is my throne, and earth 7s my 
footstool : what house will ye build me? saith 
the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 

50 Hath not my hand made all these things ? 

51 9 Ye “stiff-necked and ¥ uncircumcised 
in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 


§ Or, who spake-——! Exod. xxv. 40; xxvi. 30; Heb. vili. 5. 
m Josh. iii. 14. n Or, having received. oNeh, ix. 24; Psa. 
xliv. 2; lxxvili. 55; chap. xiii. 19. P 1 Sam. xvi. 1 ; 2 Sam. vii. 
1; Psa. lxxxix. 19; chap. xiii. 22——41 Kings viii. 17; 1 Chron. 
xxii. 7; Psa. cxxxil. 4, 5. 


r) Kings vi. 1; viii. 20; 1 Chron. xvii. 12; 2 Chron. iii. 1. 
s] Kings viii. 27; 2 Chron. ii. 6; vi. 18; chap. xvii. 24.—— Isa. 
lxvi. 1, 2; Matt. v. 34,35; xxiii. 22. u Exod. xxxil. 9; xxxill. 
3; Isa. xlvill. 4. v Lev. xxvi. 41; Deut. x. 16; Jer. iv. 4; vi. 
10; ix. 26; Ezek. xliv. 9. 


Holy Spirit, in his farther revelations, has undoubted 
right to extend or illustrate those which he had given 
before. This case frequently occurs when a former 
prophecy is quoted in later times. 

Verse 44. Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness 
in the wilderness] That is, the tabernacle in which 
the two tables of stone written by the finger of God 
were laid up, as a testimony that he had delivered 
these laws to the people, and that they had promised 
to obey them. As one great design of St. Stephen 
was to show the Jews that they placed too much 
dependence on outward privileges, and had not used 
the law, the tabernacle, the temple, nor the temple 
service, for the purpose of their institution, he labours 
to bring them to a due sense of this, that conviction 
might lead to repentance and conversion. And he 
farther shows that God did not confine his worship to 
one place, or form. He was worshipped without any 
shrine in the times of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, &c. He was worshipped with a tabernacle, 
or portable temple, in the wilderness. He was wor- 
shipped also in the fixed temple projected by David, 
but built by Solomon. He asserts farther that his in- 
finite majesty cannot be confined to temples, made by 
human hands; and where there is neither tabernacle 
nor ¢emple, (in any part of his vast dominions,) he may 
be worshipped acceptably by the upright in heart. 
Thus he proves that neither tabernacle nor temple are 
essentially requisite for the true worship of the true 
God. Concerning the tabernacle to which St. Stephen 
here refers, the reader is requested to consult the notes 
on Exod. xxv. 8, &c., and the subsequent chapters. 

Speaking unto Moses] ‘O Aadwv, Who spake, as in 
the margin; signifying the angel of God who spake 
to Moses, or God himself. See Exod. xxv. 40. 

Verse 45. Brought in with Jesus] That is, with 
JosHua, whom the Greek version, quoted by St. Ste- 
phen, always writes Ijoovc, Jesus, but which should 
constantly be written Joshua in such cases as the pre- 
sent, in order to avoid ambiguity and confusion. © 

Possession of the Gentiles] Tov Over, of the hea- 
thens, whom Joshua conquered, and gave their land to 
the children of Israel. 

Verse 46. Desired to find a tabernacle] This was 
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in David’s heart, and it met with the Divine approba- 
tion: see 2 Sam. vii. 2, &c.,; and see the purpose, 
Psalm exxxii. 2-5; but, as David had been a man of 
war, and had shed much blood, God would not permit 
him to build the temple ; but he laid the plan and made 
provision for it, and Solomon executed the design. 

Verse 48. The Most High dwelleth not i temples 
made with hands]. Here St. Stephen evidently refers 
to Solomon’s speech, 1 Kings vili. 27. But will God 
indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, the heaven, and 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, how much 
less this house that I have builded? Both Solomon 
and St. Stephen mean that the maiesty of God could 
not be contained, not even in the whole vortex of na- 
ture; much less in any ¢emple which human hands 
could erect. 

As saith the prophet] The place referred to is Isa. 
Ixvi. 1, 2: Thus saith the Lord, the heaven is my 
throne. and the earth my footstool. Where is the 
house that ye build unto me? And where is the place 
of my rest, §c., with which the quotation by Stephen 
agrees. ; 

Verse 50. Hath not my hand made all these things ?] 
Stephen certainly had not finished his discourse, nor 
drawn his inferences from the facts already stated ; 
but it is likely that, as they perceived he was about to 
draw conclusions unfavourable to the temple and its 
ritual, they immediately raised up a clamour against 
him, which was the cause of the following very cutting 
address. 

Verse 51. Ye stiff-necked| ZxAnpotpaynioc. A meta- 
phor taken from untoward oxen, who cannot be broken 
into the yoke; and whose strong necks cannot be 
bended to the right or the left. 

Uncircumcised in heart and ears| This was a Jewish 
mode of speech, often used by the prophets. Circum- 
cision was instituted, not only as a sign and seal of the 
covenant into which the Israelites entered with their 
Maker, but also as a type of that purity and holiness 
which the law of God requires; hence there was an 


excision of what was deemed not only superfluous but 


also injurious ; and, by this cuding off, the propensity 

to that crime which ruins the body, debases the mind, 

and was generally the forerunner of idolatry, was hap- 
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Stephen charges the Jews THE 


A.M. cir. 4035, F 
AD.ciz 31, Ghost : 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 3. 


as your fathers did, so 
do ye. 

52 ~ Which of the prophets 
have not your fathers persecuted ? and they 


w 2 Chron. xxxvi, 16; Matt, xxi. 35; xxiii. 34, 37; 


pily lessened. It would be easy to prove this, were 
not the subject too delicate. Where the spirit of dis- 
obedience was found, where the heart was prone to 
iniquity, and the ears impatient of reproof and counsel, 
the person is represented as uncircumcised in those 
parts, because devoted to iniquity, impatient of reproof, 
and refusing to obey. Jn Pirkey Eliezer, chap. 29, 
‘‘ Rabbi Seira said, There are five species of wncircum- 
cision in the world; four in man, and one in trees. 
Those in man are the following :— 

“1. Uncireumcision of the rar. Behold, their war 
1s uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken, Jer. vi. 10. 

“2. The uncircumcision of the tips. How shall 
Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircumcised ups 1 
Exod. vi. 12. 

“3. Uncircumcision of Heart. If then their uncir- 
cumcised HEARTS be humbled, Lev. xxvi. 41. Cuir- 
cumcise therefore the FORESKIN of your HEART, Deut. 
x. 16; Jer. iv. 4. For all the house of Israel are 
uncircumcised in the HEART, Jer. ix. 26. 

“4. The uncircumcision of the riesH. Ye shall 
circumcise the FLESH of your FORESKIN, &c., Gen. 
KVM Ls? 

Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost] 1. Because 
they were uncircumcised in heart, they always resisted 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, bringing light and 
conviction to their minds; in consequence of which 
they became hardened through the deceitfulness of sin, 
and neither repented at the preaching of John, nor 
credited the glad tidings told them by Christ and the 
apostles. 2. Because they were uncircumcised in ears, 
they would neither hear nor obey Moses, the prophets, 
Christ, nor the apostles. 

As your fathers did, so do ye.| They were disobe- 
dient children, of disobedient parents: in all their 
generations they had been disobedient and perverse. 
This whole people, as well as this text, are fearful 
proofs that the Holy Spirit, the almighty energy of the 
living God, may be resisted arid rendered of none effect. 
This Spirit is not sent to stocks, stones, or machines, 
but to human beings endued with rational souls ; there- 
fore it is not to work on them with that irresistible 
energy which it must exert on inert matter, in order 
to conquer the wis inertia, or disposition to abide eter- 
nally in a motionless state, which is the state of all 
inanimate beings ; but it works upon understanding, 
will, yudgment, conscience, &c., in order to enlighten, 
convince, and persuade. If, after all, the wnderstand- 
ing, the eye of the mind, refuses to behold the light ; 
the will determines to remain obstinate ; the judgment 
purposes to draw false inferences; and the conscience 
hardens itself against every check and remonstrance, 
(and all this is possible to a rational soul, which must 
be dealt with in a rational way,) then the Spirit of God, 
being thus resisted, is grieved, and the sinner is left to 
reap the fruit of his doings. To force the man to see, 
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have slain them which showed wa 
before of the coming of the An. Olymp. 
x Just One; - of whom ye have ee 
been now the betrayers and murderers : 


: ; 
1 Thess, ii, 15.—* Chap. ii. 14, 


with the murder of Christ. 


feel, repent, believe, and be saved, would be to alter the 
essential principles of his creation and the nature of 
mind, and reduce him into the state of a machine, the 
vis inertia of which was to be overcome and conducted 
by a certain quantum of physical force, superior to that 
resistance which would be the natural effect of the cer- 
tain quantum of the vis inertie possessed by the sub- 
ject on and by which this agent was to operate. Now, 
man cannot be operated on in this way, because it is 
contrary to the laws of his creation and nature; nor 
can the Holy Ghost work on that as a machine which 
himself has made a free agent. Man therefore may, 
and generally does, resist the Holy Ghost; and the 
whole revelation of God bears unequivocal testimony 
to this most dreadful possibility, and most awful truth. 
It is trifling with the sacred text to say that resisting 
the Holy Ghost here means resisting the laws of 
Moses, the exhortations, threatenings, and promises of 
These, it is true, the uncircumcis- 
ed ear may resist ; but the uncircumcised heart is that 
alone to which the Spirit that gave the laws, exhorta~- 
tions, promises, &c., speaks; and, as matter resists 
matter, so spirit resists spirit. These were not only 
uncircumcised in ear, but uncircumcised also in heart ; 
and therefore they resisted the Holy Ghost, not only 
in his declarations and institutions, but also in his 
actual energetic operations upon their minds. 

Verse 52. Which of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted?| Ye have not only resisted the 
Holy Ghost, but ye have persecuted all those who have 
spoken to you in Azs name, and by his influence: thus 
ye prove your opposition to the Spirit himself, by your 
opposition to every thing that proceeds from him. 

They have slain them, &c.} Isaiah, who showed be- 
fore of the coming of Christ, the Jews report, was 
sawn asunder at the command of Manasseh. 

The coming of the Just One] Tov d:kacov, Meaning 
Jesus Christ ; emphatically called the just or righteous 
person, not only because of the unspotted integrity of 
his heart and life, but because of his plenary acquittal, 
when tried at the tribunal of Pilate: I find no fault at 
all in him. 'The mention of this circumstance served 
greatly to aggravate their guilt. The character of 
Just One is applied to our Lord in three other places 
of Scripture: chap. iii. 14; xxii. 14, and James yv. 6. 

The betrayers and murderers] Ye first delivered 
him up into the hands of the Romans, hoping they 
would have put him to death; but, when they acquit- 
ted him, then, in opposition to the declaration of his 
innocence, and in outrage to every form of justice, ye 
took and murdered him. This was a most terrible 
charge ; and one against which they could set up no 
sort of defence. No wonder, then, that they were 
instigated by the spirit of the old destroyer, which 
they never resisted, to add another murder to that of 
which they had been so recently guilty 
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They cast him out of 


A. M. cir. 4035. 
&. Dicir st: 
An. Olymp. 
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53 ¥ Who have received the 
law by the disposition of angels, 
and have not kept 7¢. 

54 % * When they heard these things, they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on 
him with thez7 teeth. 

55 Buthe, * being full of the Holy Ghost, look- 
edup steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 

56 And said, Behold, »I see the heavens 
opened, and the * Son of man standing on 
the right hand of God. 

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, 


CHAP. VII. 


the city and stone him. 


and stopped their ears, and ran Act. 
upon him with one accord, An. Olymp. 

58 And “cast him out of the ee aaa ak 
city, ° and stoned him: and ‘ the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man’s feet, 
whose name was Saul. 

59 And they stoned Stephen, * calling upon 
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, * receive my 
spirit, 

60 And he i kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, * Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. - And when he had said this, he fell 


asleep. 


y Exod. xx. 1; Gal. iii. 19; Heb. ii. 2. z Chap. v. 33. 
2 Chap. vi. 5.——> Hzek. i.1; Matt. 111.16; chap. x. 11. ¢ Dan. 
vii. 13——4] Kings xxi. 13; Luke iv. 29; Heb. xiii. 12. 
e Lev. xxiv. i6. 


Verse 53. By the disposition of angels] Exc dvata- 
yac ayyedwv. After all that has been said on this dif- 
ficult passage, perhaps the simple meaning is, that there 
were ranks, dvatayat, of angels attending on the Divine 
Majesty when he gave the law: a circumstance which 
must have added greatly to the grandeur and solemnity 
of the occasion; and to this Psa. Ixvili. 17 seems to 
me most evidently to allude: The chariots of God are 
twenty thousand, even many thousands of angels : the 
Lord is among them as in St1nat, in the holy place. It 
was not then by the mouths nor by the hands of angels, 
as prime agents, that Moses, and through him the peo- 
ple, received the law ; but God himself gave it, accom- 
panied with many thousands of those glorious beings. 
As it is probable they might be assisting in this most 
glorious solemnity, therefore St. Paul might say, Gal. 
iii. 19, that it was ordained by angels, dtatayerc bv 
ayyeAwr, in the hand of a Mediator. And as they were 
the only persons that could appear, for no man hath 
seen God at any time, therefore the apostle might say 
farther, (if indeed he refers to the same transaction, 
see the note there,) the word spoken by angels was 
steadfast, Heb. ii. 2. But the circumstances of this 
case are not sufficiently plain to lead to the knowledge 
of what was done by the angels in this most wonderful 
transaction ; only we learn, from the use made of this 
circumstance by St. Stephen, that it added much to the 
enormity of their transgression, that they did not keep 
a law, in dispensing of which the ministry of angels 
had been employed. Some think Moses, Aaron, and 
Joshua are the angels here intended ; and others think 
that the fire, light, darkness, cloud and thick darkness 
were the angels which Jehovah used on this occasion, 
and to which St. Stephen refers ; but neither of these 
senses appears sufficiently natural, and particularly the 
latter. ; 

Verse 54. They were cut to the heart] Acerprovro, 
They were sawn through. See the note on chap. v. 33. 

They gnashed on him with their teeth.] They were 
determined to hear him no longer; were filled with 
rage against him, and evidently thirsted for his blood. 

Verse 55. Saw the glory of God] The Shekinah, 
the splendour or manifestation of the Divine Majesty. 
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Deut. xiii. 9, 10; xvii. 7; chapter viii..1; xxii. 20. 
g Chap. ix. 14.——)Psa. xxxi. 5; Luke xxiii. 46—' Chap. 
ix, 405 xxe-36i5) “xkh. “5! k Matthew v. 44; Luke vi. 28; 
xxl. 34, 


And Jesus standing on the right hand of God] In 
his official character, as Mediator between God and 
man. ; 

Stephen had this revelation while in the Sanhedrin ; 
for as yet he had not been forced out of the city. See 
ver. 58. 

Verse 57. They—stopped their ears] As a proof 
that he had uttered blasphemy, because he said, He 
saw Jesus standing at the right hand of God. This 
was a fearful proof against them; for if Jesus was at 
the right hand of God, then they had murdered an in- 
nocent person; and they must infer that God’s justice 
must speedily avenge his death. They were deter 
mined not to suffer a man to live any longer who could 
say he saw the heavens opened, and Jesus Christ stand- 
ing at the right hand of God. 

Verse 58. Cast him out of the city, and stoned 
him] They did not however wait for any sentence to 
be pronounced upon him ; it seems they were determin- 
ed to stone him first, and then prove, after it had been 
done, that it was done justly. For the manner of 
stoning among the Jews, see the note on Lev. xxiv. 23. 

The witnesses laid down their clothes] Yo illustrate 
this whole transaction, see the observations at the end 
of this chapter. ; 

Verse 59. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon 
God] The word God is not found in any MS. or ver- 
sion, nor in any of the primitive fathers except Chry- 
sostom. It is not genuine, and should not be inserted 
here: the whole sentence literally reads thus: And 
they stoned Stephen, invoking and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit! Here is a most manifest proof that 
prayer is offered to Jesus Christ ; and that in the most 
solemn circumstances in which it could be offered, viz. 
when a man was breathing his last. This is, properly 
speaking, one of the highest acts of worship which can 
be offered to God; and, if Stephen had not conceived 
Jesus Christ to be Gop, could he have committed his 
soul into his hands ? 

We may farther observe that this place affords a full 
proof of the immateriality of the soul; for he could 
not have commended his spirit to Christ, had he be- 
lieved that he had no spirit, or, in other words, that his 
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body and soul were one and the same thong. Allow- 
ing this most eminent saint to have had a correct notion 
of theology, and that, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
as he was at this time, he could make no mistake in 
matters of such vast weight and importance, then these 
two points are satisfactorily stated in this verse: 1. That 
Jesus Christ is Gop ; for Stephen died praying to him. 
2. That the soul is immaterial; for Stephen, in dying, 
commends his departing spirit into the hand of Christ. 

Verse 60. He kneeled down} That he might die as 
the subject of his heavenly Master—acting and suffer- 
ing in the deepest submission to his Divine will and 
permissive providence ; and, at the same time, show- 
ing the genuine nature of the religion of his Lord, 
in pouring out his prayers with his blood in behalf of 
his murderers ! 

Lay not this sin to their charge.| That is, do not 
impute it to them so as to exact punishment. How 
much did the servant resemble his Lord, Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what they do! This was 
the cry of our Lord in behalf of Acs murderers ; and 
the disciple, closely copying his Master, in the same 
spirit, and with the same meaning, varies the expres- 
sion, crying with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge ! What an extent of benevolence! And 
in what a beautiful light does this place the spirit of the 
Christian religion ! Christ had given what some have 
supposed to be an impossible command, Love your ene- 
mies ; pray for them that despitefully use and persecute 
you. And Stephen shows here, in his own person, how 
practicable the grace of his Master had made this 
sublime precept. 

He fell asleep.| This was a common expression 
among the Jews to signify death, and especially the 
death of goodmen. But this sleep is, properly speaking, 
not attributable to the sowl, but to the body; for he 
had commended his spirit to the Lord Jesus, while his 
body was overwhelmed with the shower of stones 
cast on him by the mob. 

After the word exoyunOy, fell asleep, one MS. adds, 
ev sipyvy, in peace; and the Vulgate has, in Domino, 
in the Lord. Both these readings are true, as to the 
state of St. Stephen; but I believe neither of them 
was written by St. Luke. 


Observations on the punishment 


The first clause of the next chapter should come. 


in here, And Saul was consenting unto his death: 
never was there a worse division than that which 
separated it from the end of this chapter: this should 
be immediately altered, and the amputated member 
restored to the body to which it belongs. 


1. Txoven I have spoken pretty much at large on 
the punishment of stoning among the Jews, in the 
note on Lev. xxiv. 23, yet, as the following extracts 
will serve to bring the subject more fully into view, in 
reference to the case of St. Stephen, the reader will 
not be displeased to find them here. 

Dr. Lightfoot sums up the evidence he has collected 
on this subject, in the following particulars :— 

“T. The place of stoning was without the sanhe- 
drin, according as it 1s said, bring forth him that hath 
cursed without the camp, Lev. xxiv. 14. J¢ is a 
tradition, the place of stoning was without three 
camps. The gloss tells us that the court was the 
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camp of the Divine Presence; the mountain of the 
temple, the camp of the Levites; and Jerusalem, the 
camp of Israel. Now, in every sanhedrin, in what- 
ever city, the place of stoning was without the city, as 
it was at Jerusalem. 

“We are told the reason by the Gemarists, why 
the place of stoning was without the sanhedrin, and 
again without three camps: viz. If the Sanhedrin go 
forth and sit without the three camps, they make the 
place for stoning also distant from the sanhedrin, 
partly lest the sanhedrin should seem to kill the man; 
partly, that by the distance of the place there may be 
a little stop and space of time before the criminal come 
to the place of execution, if peradventure any one 
might offer some testimony that might make for him ; 
fer in the expectation of some such thing— 

“TI. There stood one at the door of the sanhedrin 
having a handkerchief in his hand, and a horse at such 
a distance as it was only within sight. If any one 
therefore say, ‘I have something to offer in behalf of the 
condemned person,’ he waves the handkerchief, and 
the horseman rides and calls back the people. Nay, 
| if the man himself say, I have something to offer in my 
own defence, they bring him back four or five times 
one after another, if it be any thing of moment that he 
hath to say.” J doubt they hardly dealt so gently 
with the innocent Stephen. 

“TIT. If no testimony arise that makes any thing 
for him, then they go on to stoning him: the crier 
prociaiming before him, ‘ N. the son of N. comes forth 
to be stoned for such or such a crime. N. and N. 
are the witnesses against him; if any one have any 
thing to testify in his behalf, let him come forth and 
give his evidence.’ 

“TV. When they come within ten cubits of the 
place where he must be stoned, they exhort him to 
confess, for so it is the custom for the malefactor to 
confess, because every one that confesseth hath his 
part in the world to come, as we find in the instance 
of Achan, &e. : 

““V. When they come within four cubits of the 
place, they strip off his clothes, and make him naked. 

“VI. The place of execution was twice a man’s 
height. One of the witnesses throws him down upon 
his loins ; if he roll on his breast, they turn him on 
his loins again. If he die so, well. If not, then the 
other witness takes up a stone, and lays it upon his 
heart. Ifhe die so, well. If not, he is stoned by all 
Israel. 

“VII. All that are stoned, are hanged also, &c.” 
These things I thought fit to transcribe the more 
largely, that the reader may compare this present 
action with this rule and common usage of doing it. 

“1. It may be questioned for what crime this per- 
son was condemned to die? You will say for blas- 
phemy: for we have heard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses and against God. But no one is 
condemned as a blasphemer, unless for abusing the 
sacred name with four letlers, viz. A\W" yeHovanH. 
Hence it is that although they oftentimes accused our 
Saviour as a blasphemer, yet he was not condemned 
for this, but because he used witchcraft and deceived 
Israel, and seduced them into apostasy. And those 
, are reckoned among persons that are to be stoned: 
T 
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He that evilly persuades; and he that draws into 
apostasy ; and he that is a conjuror. 

“2. It may farther be questioned whether our 
blessed martyr was condemned by any formal sentence 
of the sanhedrin, or hurried in a tumultuary manner 
by the people, and so murdered : it seems to be the 
latter.” 

2. The defence of Stephen against the charges 
produced by his accusers must be considered as being 
indirect ; as they had a show of truth for the ground 
of their accusations, it would have been improper at 
once to have roundly denied the charge. There is no 
doubt that Stephen had asserted and proved Jesus to 
be the Christ or Mrsstan; and that the whole nation 
should consider him as such, receive his doctrine, obey 
him, or expose themselves to the terrible sentence 
denounced in the prophecy of Moses: Whosoever will 
not hearken unto my words, which he shall speak in 
my name, I will require it of him, Deut. xviii. 19 ; 
for they well knew that this word implied that Divine 
judgments should inevitably fall upon them. To make 
proper way for this conclusion, Stephen enters into a 
detail of their history, showing that, from the begin- 
ning, God had in view the dispensation which was now 
opening, and that his designs were uniformly opposed 
by their impious forefathers. That, notwithstanding 
all this, God carried on his work: First, by revealing 
his will to ABraHam, and giving him the rite of ci- 
cumcision, which was to be preserved among his de- 
scendants. Secondly, to Moses and Aaron in Egypt. 
Thirdly, to the whole congregation of Israel at Mount 
Sinai, and variously in the wilderness. Fourthly, by 
instituting the tabernacle worship, which was completed 
in the promised land, and continued till the days of 
Solomon, when the temple was builded, and the wor- 
ship of God became fixed. iufthly, by the long race 
of prophets raised up under that temple, who had been 
all variously persecuted by their forefathers, who de- 
parted from the true worship, and frequently became 
idolatrous ; in consequence of which God gave them 
up into the hands of their enemies, and they were 
carried into captivity. _How far St. Stephen would 
have proceeded, or to what issue he would have brought 
his discourse, we can only conjecture, as the fury of 
his persecutors did not permit him to come to a con- 
clusion. Bui this they saw most clearly, that, from 
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martyrdom of Stephen 


his statement, they could expect no mercy at the hand 
of God, if they persisted in their opposition to Jesus 
of Nazareth, and that their temple and political exist- 
ence must fall a sacrifice to their persevering obsti- 
nacy. Their guilt stung them to the heart, and they 
were determined rather to vent their insupportable 
feelings by hostile and murderous acts, than in peni- 
tential sorrow and supplication for mercy. The issue 
was the martyrdom of Stephen; a man of whom the 
sacred writings give the highest character, and a man 
who illustrated that character in every part of his con- 
duct. Stephen is generally called the proto-martyr, 
i. e. the rirsT martyr or witness, as the word paprup 
implies; the person who, at the evident risk and 
ultimate loss of his life, bears testimony to Trurn. 
This honour, however, may be fairly contested, and 
the palm at least divided between him and John the 
Baptist. The martyrdom of Stephen, and the spirit 
in which he suffered, have been an honour to the cause 
for which he cheerfully gave up his life, for eighteen 
hundred years. While Christianity endures, (and it 
will endure till tame is swallowed up in eternity,) the 
martyrdom of Stephen will be the model, as it has 
been, for all martyrs, and a cause of triumph to the 
Church of God. 

3. I cannot close these observations without making 
one remark on his prayer for his murderers. Though 
this shows most forcibly the amiable, forgiving spirit 
of the martyr, yet we must not forget that this, and 
all the excellent qualities with which the mind of this 
blessed man was endued, proceeded from that Hony 
Guost of whose influences his mind was full. The 
prayer therefore shows most powerfully the matchless 
benevolence of Gop. Even these most unprincipled, 
most impious, and most brutal of all murderers, were 
not out of the reach of His mercy! His Spirit in- 
fluenced the heart of this martyr to pray for his des- 
troyers ; and could such prayers fail? No: Saul of 
Tarsus, in all probability, was the first fruits of them. 
St. Augustine has properly remarked, St Stephanus 
non orasset, ecclesia Paulum non haberet. If Stephen 
had not prayed, the Church of Christ could not have 
numbered among her saints the apostle of the Gentiles. 
Let this example teach us at once the spzrit that be- 
comes a disciple of Christ, the efficacy of prayer, and 
the unbounded philanthropy of God 
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A general persecution is raised against the Church, 1. 
Philip the deacon goes to Samaria, preaches, works many miracles, converts 


followers of Christ, 3, 4. 


many persons, and baptizes Simon the sorcerer, 5-13. 


Stephen’s burial, 2. Saul greatly oppresses tne 


Peter and John are sent by the apostles to Sama- 


ria; they confirm the disciples, and by prayer and imposition of hands they confer the Holy Sprrit, 14-17. 


Simon the sorcerer, seeing this, offers them money, to enable him to confer the Holy Spirit, 18, 19. 


ts sharply reproved by Peter, and exhorted to repent, 20-23. ’ 
Pee é‘ Paes and John, having preached the Gospel in the 


An angel of the Lord commands Philip to go towards 
He goes, meets, and converses with the eunuch, preaches the 
The Spirit of God carries Philip to Azotus, passing through 


implores an interest in the apostle’s prayers, 24. 
villages of Samaria, return to Jerusalem, 25. 
Gaza, to meet an Ethiopian eunuch, 26. 

Gospel to him, and baptizes him, 27-38. 


He 
He appears to be convinced of his sin, and 


which, he preaches in all the cities till he comes to Caesarea, 39, 40. 
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A general persecution is 


A.M. cir. 4036. a nsenting unto 
jee AND Saul was cor gu 
An. Olymp. his death. And at that time 


or CC® there was a great persecution 


against the Church which wasat Jerusalem ; and 
» they were all scattered abroad throughout the re- 
gions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 


a Chap. vii. 58; xxii. 20.—» Chap. xi. 19.——¢ Gen. xxiii. 2; 
L103.2.Sam. i731. 


NOTES ON CHAP. VIII. 

Verse 1. Saul was consenting unto his death.| So 
inveterate was the hatred that this man bore to Christ 
and his followers that he delighted in their destruction. 
So blind was his heart with superstitious zeal that he 
thought he did God service by offering him the blood 
of a fellow creature, whose creed he supposed to be 
erroneous. The word ovvevdoxwr signifies gladly con- 
senting, being pleased with his murderous work ! How 
dangerous is a party spirit; and how destructive may 
zeal even for the true worship of God prove, if not 
inspired and regulated by the spirit of Christ ! 

It has already been remarked that this clause be- 
longs to the conclusion of the preceding chapter; so 
it stands in the Vulgate, and so it should stand in every 
version. 

There was a great persecution] The Jews could 
not bear the doctrine of Christ’s resurrection ; for this 
point being proved demonstrated hzs innocence and 
their enormous guilt in his crucifixion; as therefore 
the apostles continued to insist strongly on the resur- 
rection of Christ, the persecution against them became 
hot and general. 

They were all scattered abroad—except the apos- 
tles.| Their Lord had commanded them, when perse- 
cuted in one city, to flee to another: this they did, but, 
wherever they went, they proclaimed the same doc- 
trines, though at the risk and hazard of their lives. 
It is evident, therefore, that they did not flee from 
persecution, or the death it threatened; but merely in 
obedience to their Lord’s command. Had they fled 
through the fear of death, they would have taken care 
not to provoke persecution to follow them, by continu- 
ing to proclaim the same truths that provoked it in the 
first instance. 

That the apostles were not also exiled is a very re- 
markable fact: they continued in Jerusalem, to found 
and organize the infant Church; and it is marvellous 
that the hand of persecution was not permitted to touch 
them. Why this should be we cannot tell; but so it 
pleased the great Head of the Church. Bp. Pearce 
justly suspects those accounts, in Eusebius and others, 
that state that the apostles went very shortly after 
Christ’s ascension into different countries, preaching 
and founding Churches. He thinks this is inconsistent 
with the various intimations we have of the continu- 
ance of the apostles in Jerusalem; and refers particu- 
larly to the following texts: ver. 1, 14, and 25, of this 
chapter; chap. ix. 26, 27; xi. 1,2; xii. 1, 2, 3, ae 
xv. 2, 4, 6, 22,23; chap. xxi. 17,18; Gal. i. 17, 18, 
19; ii. 1,9. The Church at Jerusalem was the Jirst 
Curistian Church; and consequently, the boast of the 
Church of Rome is vain and unfounded. From this 
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raised against the Church. 


A.M. cir. 4036. 
A. D. cir. 32. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 4. 


2 And devout men carried Ste- 
phen to his burial, and ° made 
great lamentation over him. presets 

3 As for Saul, “he made havoc of the Church, 
entering into every house, and haling men and 
women, committed them to prison. 


4 Chap. vii. 58; ix. 1, 13, 21; xxix. 4; xxvi. 10, 11; 1 Cor. xv. 
9; Gal. 1,133 Phil. 1n..6;1)Timsi 13. 


time a new era of the Church arose. Hitherto the 
apostles and disciples confined their labours among 
their countrymen in Jerusalem. Now persecution 
drove the latter into different parts of Judea, and 
through Samaria; and those who had received the 
doctrine of Christ at the pentecost, who had come up 
to Jerusalem from different countries to be present at 
the feast, would naturally return, especially at the 
commencement of the persecution, to their respective 
countries, and proclaim to their countrymen the Gospel 
of the grace of God. To effect this grand purpose, 
the Spirit was poured out at the day of pentecost ; 
that the multitudes from different quarters, partaking 
of the word of life, might carry it back to the different 
nations among whom they had their residence. One 
of the fathers has well observed, that “these holy fu- 
gitives were like so many lamps, lighted by the fire of 
the Holy Spirit, spreading every where the sacred 
flame by which they themselves had been illuminated.” 

Verse 2. Devout men carried Stephen to his burial] 
The Greek word, ovvexouicay, signifies not only tocarry, 
or rather to gather up, but also to do every thing ne- 
cessary for the interment of thedead. Among the Jews, 
and indeed among most nations of the earth, it was 
esteemed a work of piety, charity, and mercy, to bury 
the dead. The Jews did not bury those who were 
condemned by the Sanhedrin in the burying place of 
the fathers, as they would not bury the guzlty with the 
innocent ; and they had a separate place for those who 
were stoned, and for those that were burnt. According 
to the Tract Sanh. fol. 45, 46, the stone wherewith 
any one was stoned, the post on which he was hanged, 
the sword by which he was beheaded, and the cord by 
which he was strangled, were buried in the same place 
with the bodies of the executed persons. As these per- 
sons died under the curse of the law, the instruments 
by which they were put to death were considered as 
unclean and accursed, and therefore buried with their 
bodies. Among the ancients, whatever was grateful 
or useful to a person in life was ordinarily buried with 
him; thus the sword, spear, shield, &c., of the soldier 
were put in the same grave; the faithful dog of the 
hunter, &c., &c. And on this principle the wife of a 
Brahman burns with the body of her deceased husband. 

Made great lamentation over him.| This was never 
done over any condemned by the Sanhedrin—they only 
bemoaned such privately ; this great lamentation over 
Stephen, if the same custom then prevailed as after- 
wards, is a proof that Stephen was not condemned by 
the Sanhedrin ; he probably fell a sacrifice to the fury 
of the bigoted incensed mob, the Sanhedrin not inter- 
fering to prevent the illegal execution. 

Verse 3. Saul made havoc of the Church] 

Cua Tae) 


The 


Philip preaches to the Samaritans, 


Aun se” «4 Therefore °they that were 
An. Olymp. scat 
cir. CCI. attered abroad went every 


where preaching the word. 

5 Then ‘ Phfiip went down to the city of 
Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 

6 And the people with one accord gave heed 
unto those things which Philip spake, hearing 
and seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For ®unclean spirits, crying with loud 


© Matt. x. 23; chap. xi. 19,——f Chap. vi. 5. 


word eAvuuaiveto, from Avaya, to destroy, devastate, 
ravage, signifies the act of ferocious enimals, such as 
bears, wolves, and the like, in seeking and devouring 
their prey. This shows with what persevering rancour 
this man pursued the harmless Christians ; and thus 
we see in him what bigotry and false zeal are capable 
of performing. 

Eniering into every house] Fort, however it might 
be to others, a Christian man’s house was not Ais castle. 

Haling men and women] Neither sparing age nor 
sex in the professors of Christianity. The word cvgwr 
signifies dragging them before the magistrates, or 
dragging them to justice. 

Committed them to prison.] For, as the Romans 
alone had the power of life and death, the Sanhedrin, 
by whom Saul was employed, chap. xxvi. 10, could do 
no more than arrest and imprison, in order to inflict 
any punishment short of death. It is true, St. Paul 
himself says that some of them were put to death, see 
chap. xxvi. 10; but this was either done by Roman 
authority, or by what was called the judgment of zeal, 
i. e. when the mob took the execution of the laws into 
their own hands, and massacred those whom they pre- 
tended to be blasphemers of God: for these sanctified 
theix murderous outrage under the specious name of 
zeal for God’s glory, and quoted the example of Phi- 
neas as a precedent. Such persons as these formed a 
sect among the Jews; and are known in ecclesiastical 
history by the appellation of Zealots or Sicarii. 

Verse 4. They that were scattered—went every 
where preaching| ‘Thus the very means devised by 
Satan to destroy the Church became the very instru- 
ments of its diffusion and establishment. What are 
counsel, or might, or cunning, or rage, or malice, 
against the Lord, whether they are excited by men or 
devils ! 

Verse 5. Then Philip] One of the seven deacons, 
chap. vi. 5, called afterwards, Philip the Evangelist, 
chap. xxi. 8. 

The city of Samaria] At this time there was no 
city of Samaria existing : according to Josephus, Ant. 
lib. xiii. cap. 10, sect. 3, Hyrcanus had so utterly de- 
molished it as to leave no vestige of it remaining. 
Herod the Great did afterwards build a city on the 
same spot of ground; but he called it ZePacn, i. e. 
Augusta, in compliment to the Emperor Augustus, as 
Josephus tells us, Ant. lib. xv. cap. 8, sect. 5; War, 
lib. i. cap. 2. sect. 7; and by this name of Sebasté, or 
Augusta, that city, if meant here, would in all proba- 
bility have been called, in the same manner as the 

1 


CHAP. VIII. 


who give heed unto his word. 


voice, came out of many that ae 
were possessed with them: and — An. Olymp. 

ae 5 cir. CCII. 4. 
many taken with palsies, and that - 
were lame, were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

9 4 But there was a certain man, called Si« 
mon, which beforetime in the same city * used 
sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, 
' giving out, that himself was some great one : 


& Mark xvi. 17. Chap. xiii. 6.——i Chap. v. 36. 


town called Strato’s Tower; (which Herod built on the 
sea coasts, and to which he gave the name of Cesarea, 
in compliment to Augustus Cesar,) is always called 
Cesarea, wherever it is mentioned in the Acts of the 
Apostles. Bp. Pearce. 

As Sychem was the very heart and seat of the Sa- 
maritan religion, and Mount Gerizim the cathedral 
church of that sect, it is more likely that 7¢ should be 
intended than any other. See Lightfoot. As the Sa- 
maritans received the same law with the Jews, as they 
also expected the Messiah, as Christ had preached to 
and cotiverted many of that people, John iv., it was 
very reasonable that the earliest offers of salvation 
should be made to them, before any attempt was made 
to evangelize the Gentiles. The Samaritans, indeed, 
formed the connecting link between the Jews and the 
Gentiles ; for they were a mongrel people, made up 
of both sorts, and holding both Jewish and Pagan rites. 
See the account of them on Matt. x. 5. 

Verse 6. The people with one accord gave heed] 
He had fixed their attention, not only with the gravity 
and importance of the matter of his preaching, but also 
by the miracles which he did: 

Verse 7. For unclean spirits, crying with loud 
voice, came out of many that were possessed] Hence 
it is evident that these unclean spirits were not a spe= 
cies of diseases; as they are here distinguished from 
the paralytic and the lame. There is nothing more 
certain than that the New Testament writers mean 
real diabolic possessions by the terms unclean spirits, 
devils, &c., which they use. It is absolute trifling to 
deny it. If we, in our superior sagacity, can show that 
they were mistaken, that is quite a different matter! 

Verse 8. There was great joy in that city.) No 
wonder, when they heard such glorious truths, and 
were the subjects of such beneficent miracles. 

Verse 9. A certain man called Simon] In ancient 
ecclesiastical writers, we have the strangest account 
of this man; they say that he pretended to be the 
Father, who gave the law to Moses; that he came in 
the reign of Tiberius in the person of the Son; that 
he descended on the apostles on the day of pentecost, 
in flames of fire, in quality of the Holy Spirit ; that 
lie was the Messiah, the Paraclete, and Jupiter ; that 
the woman who accompanied him, called Helena, was 
Minerva, or the first intelligence ; with many other 
extravaganicies which probably never had an exist- 
ence. All that we know to be certain on this subject 
is, that he used sorcery, that he bewitched the peoples 
and that he gave out himself to be some great one. 
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Simon the sorcerer and many 


go cir. 4036. 10 To whom they all gave 
- . Clr. ° 
An. Olymp. heed, from the least to the great- 


ee eats saying, This man is the great 


power of God. 

11 And to him they had regard, because that 
of long time he had bewitched them with sor- 
ceries. 

12 But when they believed Philip preaching 
the things * concerning the kingdom of God, 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were bap- 
tized, both men and women. 

13 Then Simon himself believed also: and 
when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, 


* Chap. i, 3——1 Gr. signs and great miracles ——™ Chap. ii. 38. 


This might be sufficient, were not men prone to be 
wise above what is written. 

Our word sorcerer, rrom the French sorcier, which, 
from the Latin sors, a lot, signifies the using of lots to 
draw presages concerning the future; a custom that 
prevailed in all countries, and was practised with a 
great variety of forms. On the word Jot see the note, 
Lev. xvi. 8, 9; and Josh. xiv. 2. 

The Greek word, vayevor, signifies practising the 


rites or science of the Magi, or pyr Mughan, the 
worshippers of fire among the Persians ; the same as 


ANSE Majoos, and PBN el coed Majooseean, from 


which we have our word magician. See the note on 
Matt. ii. 1. 

And bewitched the people of Samaria] Eficov, 
Astonishing, amazing, or confounding the judgment 
of the people, from e&ienus, to remove out of a place 
or state, to be transported beyond one’s self, to be out 
of one’s wits; a word that expresses precisely the 
same effect which the tricks or legerdemain of a jug- 
gler produce in the minds of the common people who 
behold his feats. It is very likely that Simon was a 
man of this cast, for the east has always abounded in 
persons of this sort. - The Persian, Arabian, Hindoo, 
and Chinese jugglers are notorious to the present 
day ; and even while I write this, (July, 1813,) three 
Indian jugglers, lately arrived, are astonishing the 
people of London; and if such persons can now interest 
and amaze the people of a city so cultivated and 
enlightened, what might not such do among the 
grosser people of Sychem or Sebasté, eighteen hun- 
dred years ago? 

That himself was some great one.] That the feats 
which he performed sufficiently proved that he pos- 
sessed a most powerful supernatural agency, and could 
do whatsoever he pleased. 

Verse 10. This man is the great power of God.] 
That is, he is invested with it, and can command and 
use it. ‘They certainly did not believe him to be God R 
but they thought him to be endued with a great super- 
natural power. 

There is a remarkable reading here in several MSS. 
which should not pass unnoticed. In ABCDE, several 
others, together with the “Ethiopic, Armenian, ater 
Syriac, Vulgate, Itala, Origen, and Ireneus, the word 
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of the Samaritans baptized. 

; lmi- A-M. cir. 4036. 
and wondered, Ate dt) a Oia Ce 
ions which were An. Olymp. 
nee aN cir. CCIL 4. 


done. penne Ses 
14 § Now, when the apostles which were 
at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter 
and John ; 

15 Who, when they were come down, pray- 
ed for them, ™ that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost. 

16 For ™as yet he was fallen upon none of 
them ; only ° they were baptized in ” the name 
of the Lord Jesus. 


kadovuevn is added before peyadn, and the passage 
reads thus, This person is that power of God which 1s 
CALLED the Great. This appears to be the true read- 
ing; but what the Samaritans meant by that power of 
God which they termed the Great, we know not. 
Simon endeavoured to persuade the people that he was 
a very great personage, and he succeeded. 

Verse 12. But when they beiieved Philip] So it is 
evident that Philip’s word came with greater power 
than that of Simon; and that his miracles stood the 
test in such a way as the feats of Simon could not. 

Verse 13. Swnon himself believed also] He was 
struck with the doctrine and miracles of Philip—he 
saw that these were real; he knew his own to be 
fictitious. He believed therefore that Jesus was the 
Messiah, and was in consequence baptized. 

Continued with Philip, and wondered] Eéicato, He 
was as much astonished and confounded at the mira- 
cles of Philip as the people of Samaria were at his 
legerdemain. It is worthy of remark that eficaro 
comes from the same root, eficnuc, as the word ekicwy, 
in ver. 9, and, if our translation bewitched be proper 
there, it should be retained here; and then we should 
read, Then Simon himself believed and was baptized, 
and continued with Philip, being BewitcueD, behold- 
ing the miracles and signs which were done. We 
may see, from this circumstance, how improper the 
term Jewitched is, in the 9th and 11th verses. 

Verse 14. The word of God] The doctrine of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

They sent unto them Peter and John] There was 
no individual ruler among the apostles—there was not 
even a president of the council; and Peter, far from 
being chief of the apostles, is one of those sent, with 
the same commission and authority as John, to confirm 
the Samaritans in the faith. 

Verse 15. When they were come down] The very 
same mode of speaking, in reference to Jerusalem 
formerly, obtains now in reference to London. The 
metropolis in both cases is considered as the centre ; 
and all parts, in every direction, no matter how dis- 
tant, or how situated, are represented as below the 
metropolis. Hence we so frequently hear of persons 
going up to Jerusalem : and going down from the same. 
So in London the people speak of going down to the 
country ; and, in the country, of going up to London. 
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Simon offers the apostles money, 


A.M. cir. 4036. 17 Then ¢ laid they their hands 
An. Olymp. on them, and they received the 


cir. CCIL. 4. Holy Ga 


18 § And when Simon saw that through 
laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy 
Ghost was given, he offered them money, 

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that 
on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive 
the Holy Ghost. 

20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money 
perish with thee, because * thou hast thought 


4 Chap. vi. 6; xix.6; Heb. vi. 2. 
v. 16. * Chap. ii. 38; x. 45; xi. 17. 


rT Matt. x. 8; see 2 Kings 
t Dan. iv. 27; 2 Tim. 


It is necessary to make this remark, lest any person 
should be Jed away with the notion that Jerusalem was 
situated on the highest ground in Palestine. It is a 
mode of speech which is used to designate a royal or 
imperial city. 

Prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost.| It seems*evident, from this case, that even 
the most holy deacons, though full of the Holy Ghost 
themselves, could not confer this heavenly gift on 
others. This was the prerogative of the apostles, and 
they were only instruments ; but they were those 
alone by which the Lord chose to work. They prayed 
and laid their hands on the disciples, and God sent 
down the gift ; so, the blessing came from God by the 
apostles, and not from the apostles to the people. 
But for what purpose was the Holy Spirit thus given? 
Certainly not for the sanctification of the souls of the 
people: this they had on believing in Christ Jesus ; 
and this the apostles never dispensed. It was the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit which were thus com- 
municated: the speaking with different tongues, and 
those extraordinary qualifications which were neces- 
sary for the successful preaching of the Gospel; and 
doubtless many, if not all, of those on whom the apos- 
tles laid their hands, were employed more or less in 
the public work of the Church. 

Verse 17. Then laid they their hands on them) 
Probably only on some select persons, who were 
thought proper for public use in the Church. They 
did not lay hands on all; for certainly no hands in 
this way were laid on Simon. 

Verse 18. When Simon saw, &c.] By hearing 
these speak with different tongues and work miracles. 

He offered them money] Supposing that the dis- 
pensing this Spirit belonged to them—that they could 
give it to whomsoever they pleased ; and imagining 
that, as he saw them to be poor men, they would not 
object to take money for their gift; and it is probable 
that he had gained considerably by his juggling, and 
therefore could afford to spare some, as he hoped to 
make it all up by the profit whigh he expected to de- 
rive from this new influence. 

Verse 20. Thy money perish with thee] This is an 
awful declaration; and imports thus much, that if he 
did not repent, he and his ill-gotten goods would perish 
together; his money should be dissipated, and his 
soul go into perdition. 
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and 1s reouked by Peter. 


: . A. M. cir. 4036. 
that * the gift of God may be ph Se We 
purchased with money. An. Olymp. 


21 Thou hast neither part nor Sees 


lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right 
in the sight of God. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, 
and pray God, tif perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. 

23 For I perceive that thou art in * the gall 
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

24 Then answered Simon, and said, ¥ Pray 


li. 25. u Hebrews xii, 15. Vv Gen. xx. 7, 17; Exod. viii. 8; 
Num. xxi. 7; 1 Kings xiii. 6; Job xlii. 8; James v. 16. 


That the gift of God may be purchased] Peter 
takes care to inform not only Simon, but all to whom 
these presents may come, that the Spirit of God is the 
gift of God alone, and consequently cannot be pur- 
chased with money ; for what reward can He receive 
from his creatures, to whom the silver and the gold 
belong, the cattle on a thousand hills, the earth and 
its fulness ! 

Verse 21. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this 
matter] Thou hast no part among the faithful, and no 
lot in this ministry. That the word xAnpoc, which 
we translate Jot, is to be understood as implying a 
spiritual portion, office, &c., see proved in the note on 
Num. xxvi. 55, 

Thy heart is not right] It is not through motives 
of purity, benevolence, or love to the souls of men, 
that thou desirest to be enabled to confer the Holy 
Ghost; it is through pride, vain glory, and love of 
money: thou wouldest now give a little money that 
thou mightest, by thy new gift, gain much. 

Verse 22. Repent therefore of this thy wicked- 
ness| St. Peter did not suppose his case to be utterly 
hopeless ; though his sin, considered in its motives and 
objects, was of the most heinous kind. 

If perhaps the thought of thine heart may be for- 
given thee.) His sin, as yet, only existed in thought 
and purpose; and therefore it is said, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven. 

Verse 23. The gall of bitterness] A Hebraism for 
excessive bitterness: gall, wormwood, and such like, 
were used to express the dreadful effects of sim in the 
soul; the bitter repentance, bitter regret, bitter suffer- 
ings, bitter death, &c., &c., which it produces. In 
Deut. xxix. 18, idolatry and its consequences are 
expressed, by having among them a root that beareth 
GALL and wormwoop. And in Heb. xii. 15, some 
grievous sin is intended, when the apostle warns them, 
lest any root of BITTERNESS springing up, trouble you, 
and thereby many be defiled. 

Bond of iniquity.] An allusion to the mode in 
which the Romans secured their prisoners, chaining 
the right hand of the prisoner to the left hand of the 
soldier who guarded him; as if the apostle had said, 
Thou art tied and bound by the chain of thy sin ; justice 
hath laid hold upon thee, and thou hast only a short 
respite before thy execution, to see if thou wilt repent. 

Verse 24. Pray ye to the Lord for me] The 
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Philip is directed by an 


A. M. cir. 4036. for me, that 
AeDicrae Je the Lord : pee 
An. Olymp, none of these things which 

ee ce ye have spoken come upon 

me. 


25 And they, when they had testified and 
preached the word of the Lord, returned to 
Jerusalem, and preached the Gospel in 


words of Peter certainly made a deep impression on 
Simon’s mind; and he must haye-had a high opinion 
of the apostle’s sanctity and influence with God, when 
he thus commended himself to their prayers. And we 
may hope well of his repentance and salvation, if the 
reading of the Coder Beze, and the margin of the 
later Syriac may be relied on: Pray ye to the Lord 
for me, that none (rovrway Fav KakwyY) OF ALL THOSE 
EVILS which ye have spoken (uo) TO ME, may come 
upon me: (6¢ ToAha KAawy ov SLeAyravev) WHO WEPT 
GREATLY, and DID NoT cease. ‘That is, he was an 
incessant penitent. However favourably this or any 
other MS. may speak of Simon, he is generally sup- 
posed to have “ grown worse and worse, opposing the 
apostles and the Christian doctrine, and deceiving 
many cities and provinces by magical operations ; till 
being at Rome, in the reign of the Emperor Claudius, 
he boasted that he could fly, and when exhibiting be- 
fore the emperor and the senate, St. Peter and St. 
Paul being present, who knew that his flying was oc- 
casioned by magic, prayed to God that the people might 
be undeceived, and that his power might fail; in con- 
sequence of which he came tumbling down, and died 
soon after of his bruises.” This aecount comes in a 
most questionable shape, and has no evidence which 
can challenge our assent, To me, 7¢ and the rest of 
the things spoken of Simon the sorcerer appear utterly 
unworthy of credit, Calmet makes a general collec- 
tion of what is to be found in Justin Martyr, Ireneus, 
Tertullian, Eusebius, Theodoret, Augustine, and 
others, on the subject of Simon Magus ; and to him, 
if the reader think it worth the pains, he may refer. 
The substance of these accounts is given above, and 
in the note on ver. 9; and to say the least of them 
they are all very dudious, The tale of his having 
an altar erected to him at Rome, with the inscrip- 
tion, Symoni sancto deo, “To the holy god Simon,” 
has been founded on an utter mistake, and has 
been long ago sufficiently confuted. See the in- 
scriptions in Gruter, vol, i. p, 96, inscript. No. 5, 
6, 7. 

Verse 25. And they, when they had—preached— 
returned to Jerusalem] That is, Peter and John re- 
turned, after they had borne testimony to and confirm- 
ed the work which Philip had wrought. 

Verse 26. Arise, and go toward the south] How 
circumstantially particular are these directions! Every 
thing is so precisely marked that there is no danger 
of the apostle missing his way. He is to perform 
some great duty; but what, he is not informed. The 
road which he is to take is marked out ; but what he 
is to do in that road, or how far he is to proceed, he 
is not told! It is GOD who employs him, and re- 
quires of him implicit obedience. If he do his will, 

742 


THE ACTS. 


angel to go toward Gaza 


;_ «A.M. cir. 4036. 

Samarl- 4" p.cir. 32. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCH. 4. 


many villages of the 
tans. 

26 9 And the angel of the 
Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go 
toward the south, unto the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 
desert. 


according to the present direction, he shall know, by 
the isswe, that God hath sent him on an errand wor- 
thy of his wisdom and goodness. We have a similar 
instance of circumstantial direction from God in chap. 
ix. 11: Arise, go into the street called Straight, and 
inquire in the house of Judas for one Saul of Tarsus, 
&c. And another instance, still more particular, in 
chap. x. 5, 6: Send men to Joppa, and call for one 
Simon, whose surname is Peter; he lodgeth with one 
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea-side. 
God never sends any man on a message, without giv- 
ing him such directions as shall prevent all mistakes 
and miscarriages, if simply and implicitly followed. 
This is also strictly true of the doctrines contained in 
his word: no soul ever missed salvation that simply 
followed the directions given in the word of God. 
Those who will refine upon every thing, question the 
Divine testimony, and dispute with their Maker, can- 
not be saved. And how many of this stamp are 
found, even among Christians, professing strict god- 
liness ! 

Gaza, which is desert.| Adtn ecw epnuoc, This is 
the desert, or this is in the desert, Gazawas a town 
about two miles and a half from the sea-side; it was 
the last town which a traveller passed through, when 
he went from Phenicia to Egypt, and was at the 
entrance into a wilderness, according to the account 
given by Arrian in Exped. Alex, lib. il. eap. 26, p. 
102. [Ed. Gronov.] That it was the last inhabited 
town, as aman goes from Phenicia to Egypt, ext ty 
apxn tno Epnuov, on the commencement of the desert. 
See Bp. Pearce. 

Dr, Lightfoot supposes that the word desert is add- 
ed here, because at that time the ancient Gaza was 
actually desert, having been destroyed by Alexander, 
and psvovoa epnuoc, remaining desert, as Strabo, hb. 
xvi. p. 1102, says; and that the angel mentioned this 
desert Gaza to distinguish it from another city of the 
same name, in the tribe of Ephraim, not far from the 
place where Philip now was. On this we may ob- 
serve that, although Gaza was desolated by Alexander 
the Great, as were several other cities, yet it was 
afterwards rebuilt by Gabinius. See Josephus, Ant. 
lib. xv. cap. 5, sect. 8. And writers of the first cen- 
tury represent it as being flourishing and populous in 
their times. See Wetstein. 

Schoetigen thinks that epyuoc, desert, should be re- 
ferred, not to Gaza, but to ddoc, the way; and that it 
signifies a road that was less frequented. If there 
were two roads to Gaza from Jerusalem, as some 
have imagined, (see Rosenmiiller,) the eunuch might 
have chosen that which was desert, or less frequented, 
for the sake of privacy in his journeying religions ex- 
ercises. 
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He travels toward Gaza, and 


pole’ ae And he arose and went: 
An. Olym an w . © 
ce POUL 4: , behold, ¥ a man of Ethiopia, 


an eunuch of great authority 
under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, 


w Zeph. iii. 10. 


Verse 27. A man of Ethiopia] Avyp AcOop should 
be translated an Ethiopian, for the reasons given on 
chap. vii. ver. 2. 

An eunuch] See this word interpreted, on Matt. 
xix. 12. The term eunuch was given to persons in 
authority at court, to whom its literal meaning did not 
apply. Potiphar was probably an eunuch only as to 
his office; for he was a married man. See Gen. 
XXXvill. 36; xxxix. 1. And it is likely that this 
Ethiopian was of the same sort. 

Of great authority] Avvacnc, A perfect lord cham- 
berlain of the royal household; or, rather, her trea- 
surer, for it is here said, he had charge of all her 
treasure, nv ext maoncg Tag yalne avtyc. The apparent 
Greek word Tafa Gaza, is generally allowed to be 
Persian, from the authority of Servius, who, in his 
comment on Aun. lib. i. ver. 118 :-— 


Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vasto, 
Arma virum, tabuleque, et Trota Gaza per undas. 


s¢ And here and there above the waves are seen 
Arms, pictures, precious goods, and floating men.” 
Drypen. 
The words of Servius are: “ Gaza Persicus sermo 
est, et significat divitias ; unde Gaza urbs in Pales- 
tina dicitur, quod in ea Cambyses rex Persarum cum 
Afigyptiis bellum inferret divitias suas condidit.” 
Gaza is a Persian word, and signifies ricHEs: hence 
Gaza, a city in Palestine, was so called because 
Cambyses, king of Persia, laid up his treasures in it, 
when he waged war with the Egyptians. The near- 
est Persian word of this signification which I find is 


oad gun, or ganz, and 


fy a magazine, store, hoard, or hidden treasure. 


FA guna, which signi- 


The 
Arabic af, kluzaneh, comes as near as the Per- 


Hence (y= makh- 
zen, called magazen by the Spaniards, and magazine 
by the English ; a word which signifies a collection 
of stores or treasures, or the place where they are 
laid up. It is scarcely necessary to remark that this 
name is given also to certain monthly publications, 
which are, or profess to be, a store of treasures, or 
repository of precious, or valuable things. 

But who was Candace? It is granted that she is 
not found in the common lists of Ethiopic sovereigns 
with which we have been favoured. But neither the 
Abyssinians nor the Jews admitted women in their 
genealogies. JI shall not enter into this controversy, 
but shall content myself with quoting the words of 
Mr. Bruce. “It is known,” says he, “ from credible 
writers engaged in no controversy, that this Candace 
reigned upon the Nile in Adbara, near Egypt. Her 
capital also, was taken in the time of Augustus, a few 
years before the conversion of the slave by Philip: 
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sian, with the same meaning. 


CHAP. VIII. 


meets an Ethiopian eunuch. 


who had the charge of all 4,M, cir. 4086. 

her treasure, and * had come = An. Ve 
cir. CCII. 4 

to Jerusalem, for to  wor- 

ship, 


x John xii. 20. 


and we shall have occasion often to mention her suc- 
cessors and her kingdom, as existing in the reign of 
the Abyssinian kings, long after the Mohammedan 
conquest : they existed when I passed through Aibara, 
and do undoubtedly exist there to this day.”—Bruce’s 
Travels, vol. ii. page 431. 

It does not appear, as some have imagined, that 
the Abyssinians were converted to the Christian faith 
by this eunuch, nor by any of the apostles ; as there 
is strong historic evidence that they continued Jews 
and Pagans for more than three hundred years after 
the Christian era. Their conversion is with great 
probability attributed to Frumentius, sent to Abyssinia 
for that purpose by Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, 
about A. D. 330. See Bruce as above. 

The Ethiopians mentioned here are those who in- 
habited the isle or peninsula of Meroe, above and 
southward of Egypt. It is the district which Mr. 
Bruce calls Atbara, and which he proves formerly 
bore the name of Meroe. This place, according to 
Diodorus Siculus, had its name from Meroé, daughter 
of Cambyses, king of Persia, who died there in the 
expedition which her father undertook against the 
Ethiopians. Strabo mentions a queen in this very 
district named Candace: his words are remarkable. 
Speaking of an insurrection of the Ethiopians against 
the Romans he says: Tovrwyr 0 yoav kat ol tn¢ Bact- 
Atcone spatnyot tne Kavdakne, 7 Ka? yuac npke Tov 
AQtorwv, avdpiky Tle yuvn, TeTnpopervn Tov odGadpor, 
«« Among these were the officers of Queen Canpacr, 
who in our days reigned over the Ethiopians. She 
was a masculine woman, and blind of one eye.” 
Though this could not have been the Candace men- 
tioned in the text, it being a little before the Christian 
era, yet it establishes the fact that a queen of this 
name did reign in this place ; and we learn from others 
that it was a common name to the queens of Ethiopia. 
Pliny, giving an account of the report made by Nero’s 
messengers, who were sent to examine this country, 
says, Addificia oppidi (Meroés) pauca: regnare fa- 
minam CANDACEN; quod nomen multis gam annis ad 
reginas transit. Hist. Nat. lib. vi. cap. 29, ad fin. 
They reported that “the edifices of the city were 
few : that a woman reigned there of the name of Can- 
dace ; which name had passed to their queens, swc- 
cessively, for many years.” To one of those queens 
the eunuch in the text belonged; and the above is 
sufficient authority to prove that queens of this name 
reigned over this part of Ethiopia. 

Had come to Jerusalem for to worship] Which is 
a proof that he was a worshipper of the God of Israel; 
but how came he acquainted with the Jewish religion? 
Let us, for a little, examine this question. In 1 Kings 
x. 1, &c., we have the account of the visit paid to 
Solomon by the queen of Sheba, the person to whom 
our Lord refers, Matt. xii. 42, and Luke xi. 31. It 
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Philip joins himself to the 


A.M. cir. 4036. 
Ae Cltneoer 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCII. 4. 


28 Was returning, and sitting 
in his chariot, Y read Esaias the 
prophet. 

29 Then 7 the Spirit said unto Philip, Go 
near, and join thyself to this chariot. 

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard 


¥ Col. ili. 16. 


2 Chap. xiii. 2. 


has been long credited by the Abyssinians that this 
queen, who by some is ealled Balkis, by others Ma- 
queda, was not only instructed by Solomon in the Jew- 
ish religion, but also established it in her own empire 
on her return; that she had a son by Solomon named 
Menilek, who succeeded her in the kingdom; and, 
from that time till the present, they have preserved 
the Jewish religion. Mr. Bruce throws some light 
upon this subject : the substance of what he says is 
the following : “There can be no doubt of the expe- 
dition of the queen of Sheba; as Pagan, Moor, Arab, 
Abyssinian, and all the countries round, vouch for it, 
nearly in the terms of Scripture. Our Saviour calls 
her queen of the south; and she is called, in 1 Kings 
x. 1, &c., 2 Chron. ix. 1, &c., queen of Sheba or 
Saba; for Saba, Azab, and Azaba, all signify the 
south: and she is said to have come from the utter- 
most parts of the earth. In our Saviour’s time the 
boundaries of the known land, southward, were Rap- 
tam or Prassum; which were the uttermost. parts of 
the known earth, and were with great propriety so 
styled by our Lord. The gold, myrrh, cassia, and 
frankincense, which she brought with her, are all pro- 
ducts of that country. The annals of the Abyssinians 
state that she was a pagan when she left Saba or Azab, 
to visit Solomon; and that she was there converted 
and had a son by Solomon, who succeeded her in the 
kingdom, as stated above. All the inhabitants of this 
country, whether Jews or Christians, believe this ; and, 
farther, that the 45th Psalm was a prophecy of her 
journey to Jerusalem ; that she was accompanied by 
a daughter of Hiram from Tyre; and that the latter 
part of the Psalm is a prophecy of her having a son by 
Solomon, and of his ruling over the Gentiles.” Tra- 
vels, vol. ii, page 395, &c. All this being granted, 
and especially the Scripture fact of the queen of She- 
ba’s visit, and the great probability, supported by un- 
interrupted tradition, that she established the Jewish 
religion in her dominions on her return, we may at 
once see that the eunuch in question was a descendant 
of those Jews; or that he was a proselyte in his own 
country to the Jewish faith, and was now come up at 
the great feast to worship God at Jerusalem, Mr. 
Bruce may be right; but some think that Saba, in 
Arabia Felix, is meant: see the note on Matt. xii. 42. 

Verse 28. Sitting in his chariot, read Esaias the 
prophet.| He had gone to Jerusalem to worship : he 
had profited by his religious exercises: and even in 
travelling, he is improving his time. God sees his 
simplicity and earnestness, and provides him an in- 
structer, who should lead him into the great truths of 
the Gospel, which, without such a one, he could not 
have understood. Many, after having done their duty, 
as they call it, in a a place of worship, 
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chariot of the eunuch. 
him *read the Prophet Esaias, 4M. cir. 4036. 
and said, Understandest thou An. Olymp. 


cir. CCII. 4. 


what thou readest ? 

31 And he said, » How can I, except some 
man should guide me? And he desired 
Philip that he would come up and sit with him. 


a Rom. xii. 11.—» Eph. 111. 3, 4. 


the errand that brought them thither, and spend their 
time, on their return, rather in idle conversation than 
in reading or conversing about the word of God. It is 
no wonder that such should be always learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Verse 29. Then the Spirit said unto Philip] This 
holy man haying obeyed the first direction he received 
from God, and gone southward without knowing the 
reason why, it was requisite that he should now be in- 
formed of the object of his mission: the Spirit said 
unto him, go near, and join thyself, &c. The angel 
who had given him the first direction had departed ; 
and the influence of the Holy Spirit now completed 
the information. It is likely that what the Spirit did 
in this case was by a strong impression on his mind, 
which left him no doubt of its being from God. 

Verse 30. Heard hun read the Prophet Esaias] 
The eunuch, it seems, was reading aloud, and appa- 
rently in Greek, for that was the common language in 
Egypt; and, indeed, almost in every place it was un- 
derstood. And it appears that it was the Greek ver- 
sion of the Septuagint that he was reading, as the 
quotation below is from that version. 

Verse 31. How can I, except some man should 
guide me?| This is no proof that “the Scriptures 
cannot be understood without an authorized interpret- 
er,” as some of the papistical writers assert. How 
could the eunuch know any thing of the Gospel 
dispensation, to which this scripture referred? That 
dispensation had not yet been proclaimed to him; he 
knew nothing about Jesus. But where that dispensa- 
tion has been published, where the four Gospels and 
the apostolic epistles are at hand, every thing relative 
to the salvation of the soul may be clearly apprehended 
by any simple, upright person. There are difficulties, 
it is true, in different parts of the sacred writings, which 
neither the pope nor his conclave can solve ; and seve- 
ral which even the more enlightened Protestant can- 
not remove ; but these difficulties do not refer to matters 
in which the salvation of the soul is immediately con- 
cerned: they refer to such as are common to every 
ancient author in the universe. These difficulties, be- 
ing understood, add to the beauty, elegance, and just- 
ness of the language, thoughts, and turns of expression ; 
and these, only the few who are capable of understand- 
ing are able to relish. As to all the rest, all that re- 
lates to faith and practice, all in which the present 
and eternal interest of the soul is concerned, “ the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, (quite illiterate,) shall 
not err therein.” 

That he would come up, and sit with him.] So 
earnestly desirous was he to receive instruction rela- 
tive to those things which concerned the welfare of 


forget | his soul. 
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Philip explains the passage 


eet at. 4025, 32 The place of the scripture 
An. Olymp. which he read was this, ° He 


eir. CCII. 4. 
= was led as a sheep to the slaugh- 


ter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, 
so opened he not his mouth: 

33 In his humiliation his judgment was ta- 
ken away: and who shall declare his gene- 
ration ? for his life is taken from the earth. 

34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and 
said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the pro- 
phet this? of himself, or of some other man? 

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, 4 and be- 
gan at the same scripture, and preached unto 
him Jesus. 


¢ Isa. lili. 7, 8——4 Luke xxiv. 27; chap. xviii. 28,—~¢ Chap. x. 
47,1 Matt. xxviii. 19; Mark xvi. 16. 


Verse 32. The place of the scripture] Tepcoyn tno 
ypadnc, The section, or paragraph. 

Verse 33. Jn his humiliation, his judgment was 
taken away] He who was the fountain of judgment 
and justice had no justice shown him (mercy he needed 
not) in Ais humiliation ; viz. that time in which he 
emptied himself, and appeared in the form of a servant. 

Who shall declare his generation] _ Tyv yeveav 
avrov: Answering to the Hebrew 114 doro, which 
Bp. Lowth understands as implying his manner of 
life. It was the custom among the Jews, when they 
were taking away any criminal from judgment to exe- 
cution, to call out and inquire whether there was any 
person who could appear in behalf of the character 
of the criminal—whether there was any who, from 
intimate acquaintance with his manner of life, could 
say any thing in his favour? This circumstance 
I have noticed before, and it has been particularly re- 
marked in the case of Stephen: see at the end of chap. 
vii. In our Lord’s case, this benevolent inquiry does 
not appear to have been made; and perhaps to this 
breach of justice, as well as of custom, the prophet re- 
fers ; and this shows how minutely the conduct of those 
bad men was known seven hundred years before it took 
place. God can foreknow what he pleases, and can 
do what he pleases; and all the operations of his infi- 
nite mind are just and right. Some think that, who 
shall declare his generation? refers to his eternal Son- 
ship ; others, to his miraculous conception by the Holy 
Spirit, in the womb of the virgin; others, to the mul- 
titudinous progeny of spiritual children which should 
be born unto God, in consequence of his passion and 
meritorious death. Perhaps the first, which refers to 
the usual custom in behalf of the criminal, is the dest 
and most natural sense. 

Verse 34. Of whom speaketh the prophet this] 
This was a very natural inquiry : for in the text itself, 
and in its circumstances, there was nothing that could 
determine the meaning, so as to ascertain whether the 
prophet meant himself or some other person ; and the 
very inquiry shows that the eunuch had thought deeply 
on the subject. 

Verse 35. Began at the same scripture] He did 


CHAP VIII. 


which the eunuch was reading. 


36 And as they went on their ae seit. 4036. 
F . D; cir. 32. 
way, they came unto a certain An. Olymp. 
water: and the eunuch said, _ et 
See, here is water; ® what doth hinder me to 
be baptized ? 

37 And Philip said, ‘ If thou believest with 
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answer- 
ed and said, * I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God. 

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand 
still: and they went down both into the wa- 
ter, both Philip and the eunuch; and he bap- 
tized him. 

39 And when they were come up out of the 


& Matt. xvi. 16; John vi. 69; ix. 35, 38; xi. 27; chap.ix.20; 1] John 
iv Ssiw.i5 ws. 


not confine himself to this one scripture, but made this 
his text, and showed, from the general tenor of the 
sacred writings, that Jesus was the Christ, or Messiah ; 
and that in Ais person, birth, life, doctrine, miracles, 
passion, death, and resurrection, the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament were fulfilled. This preaching had the 
desired effect, for the eunuch was convinced of the 
truth of Philip’s doctrine, and desired to be baptized 
in the name of Jesus. 

Verse 36. See, here is water] He was not willing 
to omit the first opportunity that presented itself of 
his taking upon himself the profession of the Gospel. 
—By this we may see that Philip had explained the 
whole of the Christian faith to him, and the way by 
which believers were brought into the Christian Church. 

Verse 37. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.] He believed that Jesus, whom Philip preached 
to him, was THe Curist or Messiah, and consequently 
the Son of God. 

This whole verse is omitted by ABCG, several 
others of the first authority, Erpen’s edit. of the Aradic, 
the Syriac, the Coptic, Sahidic, ASthiopic, and some 
of the Slavonic: almost all the critics declare against 
it as spurious. Griesbach has left it out of the text ; 
and Professor White in his Crisews says, ‘ Hic versus 
certissime delendus,” this verse, most assuredly, should 
be blotted out. It is found in E, several others of 
minor importance, and in the Vulgate and Arabic. In 
those MSS. where it is extant it exists ina variety of 
forms, though the sense is the same. 

Verse 38. And they went down] They alighied 
from the chariot into the water. While Philip was 
instructing him, and he professed his faith in Christ, 
he probably plunged himself under the water, as this 
was the plan which appears to have been generally 
followed among the Jews in their baptisms; but the 
person who had received his confession of faith was 
he to whom the baptism was attributed, as it was ad- 
ministered by his authority. 

Verse 39. The Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip} Perhaps this means no more than that the 
Holy Spirit suggested to the mind of Philip that he 
should withdraw abruptly from the eunuch, and thus 
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Philip goes to 


A. M. cir 4036. water, “the Spirit of the Lord 
An. Olymp. caught away Philip, that the 
cir. CCII. 4. = . 

————_ eunuch saw him no more: and 

he went on his way rejoicing. 


h} Kings xviii. 12; 2 Kings 
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Azotus and Cesarea 


A. M. cir. 4036, 
A. D. cir. 32. 
An. Olymp. 
eir. CCIT. 4. 


40 But Philip was found at 
Azotus: and passing through, he 
preached in all the cities, till he 
came to Cesarea. 


li. 16; Ezek. iii. 12, 14. 


leave him to pursue his journey, reflecting on the im- 
portant incidents which had taken place. Some sup- 
pose that the angel of the Lord, and the Spirit of the 
Lord, are the same person throughout this chapter. 
There is a remarkable reading in the Codex Alexan- 
drinus which exists thus in two lines :— 


TINAATIONENENECENEIITONEYNOYXON 
The Spirit of the Lord fell upon the eunuch: 


ATTEAOCAEKYHPIIACENTON@IAIIINION. 
But the angel of the Lord snatched away Philip. 


This reading is found in several other MSS. and in 
some versions. Many think that the Spirit or angel 
of God carried off Philip in some such manner as the 
Apocrypha represents the transportation of Habakkuk, 
who was taken up by the hair of the head, and carried 
from Judea to Babylon! For such an interposition there 
was no need. When Philip had baptized the eunuch, 
the Spirit of God showed him that it was not the will 
of God that he should accompany the eunuch to Meroe, 
but, on the contrary, that he should hasten away to 
Ashdod; as God had in that, and the neighbouring 
places, work sufficient to employ him in. 

Verse 40. Philip was found at Azotus] From the 
time he left the eunuch, he was not heard of till he got 
to Azotus, which, according to Dr. Lightfoot, was 
about 34 miles from Gaza, and probably it was near 
Gaza that Philip met the eunuch. The Azotus of the 
New Testament is the Ashdod of the Old. It was 
given by Joshua to the tribe of Judah, Josh. xv. 47. It 
was one of the five lordships which belonged to the 
Philistines, and is a seaport town on the Mediterranean 


Sea, between Gaza on the south, and Joppa or Jaffa 
on the north. Herodotus reports, lib. il. cap. 157, 
that Psammeticus, king of Egypt, besieged this city 29 
years, which, if true, is the longest siege which any 
city or fortress ever endured. 

Preached in all the cities, till he came to Cesarea.] 
This was Cesarea in Palestine, formerly called Strato’s 
Tower, built by Herod the Great in honour of Augus- 
tus. There was an excellent harbour here made by 
Herod; and, after the destruction of Jerusalem, it be- 
came the capital of the whole land of Judea. It must 
be always distinguished from Caesarea Philippi, which 
was an inland town not far from the springs of Jordan. 
Whenever the word Cesarea occurs without Philipp, 
the former is intended. As Philip preached in all the 
cities of Palestine till he came to Cesarea, he must 
have preached in the different cities of the Phzlistine 
country, Ashdod, Akkaron, and Jammia, and also in 
the principal parts of Samaria, as these lay in his way 
from Gaza to Cesarea. As there was a readier dis- 
position to receive the word in those places, the Spirit 
of the Lord, under whose guidance he acted, did not 
suffer him to accompany the eunuch to Adyssinza. 
It appears, from chap. xxi. 8, that Philip settled at 
Cesarea, where he had a house and family, four of his 
unmarried daughters being prophetesses. It is likely 
that his itinerant mission ended here ; though he con- 
tinued occasionally to perform the work of an evan- 
gelist, and to bring up his family in the knowledge and 
fear of God, which is the most imperious duty that any 
master of a family can be called on to perform, and 
which it is impossible for any man to accomplish by 
substitute ; and which none can neglect without endane 
gering his own salvation, 


CHAPTER IX. 


Saul, bent on the destruction of the Christians, obtains letters from the high priest, authorizing him to serze 


those whom he should find at Damascus, and bring them bound to Jerusalem, 1, 2. 


On his way to Da- 


mascus, he has a Divine vision, is convinced of his sin and folly, is struck blind, and remains three days 


without sight, and neither eats nor drinks, 3—9. 
speak to Saul, and restore his sight, 10-16. 
his sight, and is baptized, 17-19. 


Ananias, a disciple, is commanded in a vision to go and 
Ananias goes and lays his hands on him, and he receives 
Saul, having spent a few days with the Christians at Damascus, goes 
to the synagogues, proclaims Christ, and confounds the Jews, 20-22. 


The Jews lay wait to kill him, but 


the disciples let him down over the walls of the city in a basket, by night, and he escapes to Jerusalem, 23— 
25. Having wished to associate with the disciples there, they avoid him; but Barnabas takes and brings 


hum to the apostles, and declares his conversion, 26, 27. 


He continues in Jerusalem preaching Christ, 


and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews, who endeavour to slay him; but the disciples take him to Cesarea, 


and send him thence to his own city Tarsus, 28-30. 


persecution, are edified and multiplied, 31. 


About this time, the Churches, being freed from 


Peter heals Eneas at Lydda, who had been afflicted with the 


palsy eight years: in consequence of which miracle, all the people of Lydda and Saron are converted, 32 
~35. Account of the sickness and death of a Christian woman named Tabitha, who dwelt at Joppa; and 


her miraculous restoration to life by the mimstry of Peter, 36-41. 


inhabitants of Lydda by this miracle, 42, 43. 
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Gracious effects produced among the 


I 


Saul continues to persecute 


A. M. cir. 4037. 
ss D: “tts 33. 
n. Olymp. 
cir. CCI. 


ND ? Saul, yet breathing out 

threatenings and slaughter 

against the disciples of the Lord, 
went unto the high priest, 


2 Chap. viii. 3; Gal. i. 13; 1 Tim. i. 13. 


NOTES ON CHAP. IX. 

Verse 1. Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter} ‘The original text is very emphatic, ere 
suTvewyv areiAnc Kat govov, and points out how deter- 
minate Saul was to pursue and accomplish his fell pur- 
pose of totally destroying the infant Church of Christ. 
The mode of speech introduced above is very frequent 
in the Greek writers, who often express any vehement 
and hostile affection of the mind by the verb vee, to 
breathe, to pant; so Theocritus, Idyll, xxii. ver. 82: 


Eg pecoov avvayov, ¢ov0v addahoiot TY EOVTES. 
They came into the assembly, breathing mutual slaughter. 


Euripides has the same form, mup tv e0v0a kat 
oovoy, breathing out fire, and slaughter. Iphig.inTaur. 


And Aristophanes more fully, referring to all the 
preparations for war :— 


AAha wrveovtag dopu kat AoyxXag Kat Aevxorodove 
Tpvdaretac, 
Kae rnAnnac, kar xvnutdac, kar Supovg éExraBoetouc. 


They breathed spears, and pikes, and helmets, and 
crests, and greaves, and the fury of redoubted 
heroes. 


The figure is a favourite one with Homer: hence 
pevea THELOVTEC AParTEc, the Abantes breathing 
strength.—ll. ii. 536. And how frequently he speaks 
of his fierce countrymen as, vevea TY eLovTec Ayatot, 
the Greeks breathing strength, see Il. ili. 8; xi. 508 ; 
xxiv. 364, which phrase an old Scholiast interprets, 
being filled with strength and fury, St. Luke, who 
was master of the Greek tongue, chose such terms as 
best expressed a heart desperately and incessantly bent 
on accomplishing the destruction of the objects of tts 
resentment. Such at this time was the heart of Saul 
of Tarsus; and it nad already given full proof of its 
malignity, not only in the martyrdom of Stephen, but 
also in making havoc of the Church, and in forcibly 
entering every house, and dragging men and women, 
whom he suspected of Christianity, and committing 
them to prison. See chap. vill. 3. 

Went unto the high priest] As the high priest was 
chief in all matters of an ecclesiastical nature, and the 
present business was pretendedly religious, he was the 
proper person to apply to for letters by which this viru- 
lent persecutor might be accredited. The letters must 
necessarily be granted in the name of the whole San- 
hedrin, of which Gamaliel, Saul’s master, was at that 
time the head; but the high priest was the proper 
organ through whom this business might be negotiated. 

Verse 2. Letters to Damascus to the synagogues] 
Damascus, anciently called pwot Damask, and pwnt 
Darmask, was once the metropolis of all Syria. It was 
situated at fifty miles’ distance from the sea; from 
which it is separated by lofty mountains. It is washed 

1 


CHAP. 1X. 


the Christian Church. 


2 And desired of him letters to 4: A raat ane 
=. . . Clr. = 
Damascus to the synagogues, An. Olymp. 
that if he found any ” of this 


cir. CCLI 1. 
way, whether they were men or women, 


b Gr. of the way: so chap. xix. 9, 23. 


by two rivers, Amara or Abara, which ran through it, 
and Pharpar, called by the Greeks Chrysorrhoas, the 
golden stream, which ran on the outside of its walls. 
It is one of the most ancient cities in the world, for it 
existed in the time of Abraham, Gen. xiv. 15; and 
how long before is not known. The city of Damascus 
is at present a place of considerable trade, owing to its 
being the rendezvous for all the pilgrims from the north 
of Asia, on their road to and from the temple of Mecca. 
It is surrounded with pretty strong walls, which have 
nine gates, and is between four and five miles in cir- 
cumference. It contains about 100,000 inhabitants, 
some say more, the principal part of whom are Arabs 
and Turks, with whom live, in a state of considerable 
degradation, about 15,000 Christians. Damascus, 
like other places of importance, has passed through the 
hands of many masters. It was captured and ruined 
by Tiglath Pileser, who carried away its inhabitants 
to Kin, beyond the Euphrates, about 740 years before 
the Christian era; and thus was fulfilled the prophecy 
of Isaiah, chap. xvii. 1-3, and that of Amos, chap. 1. 
4,5. It was also taken by Sennacherid, and by the 
generals of Alexander the Great. Metellus and Lehus 
seized it, during the war of Pompey with Tigranes ; 
before Christ 65. It continued under the dominion of 
the Romans till the Saracens took possession of it, in 
A. D. 634. It was besieged and taken by Teemour 
lenk, A. D. 1400, who put all the inhabitants to the 
sword. The Egyptian Mamelukes repaired Damascus 
when they took possession of Syria ; but the Turkish 
Emperor Selim having defeated them at the battle of 
Aleppo in 1516, Damascus was brought under the 
government of the Turks, and in their hands it still 
remains. In the time of St. Paul it was governed by 
Aretas, whose father, Obodas, had been governor of it 
under Augustus. Damascus is 112 miles south of 
Antioch; 130 N. N.E. of Jerusalem; and 2708.8. 
W. of Diarbek. Longitude 37° east: latitude 33° 
45’ north. The fruit tree called the Damascene, vul- 
garly Damazon, and the flower called the Damask 
rose, were transplanted from Damascus to the gardens 
of Europe; and the silks and linens, known by the 
name of Damasks, were probably first manufactured 
by the inhabitants of this ancient city. 

Any of this way] That is, this religion, for so 75 
derec in Hebrew, and doc, hodos, in Hellenistic Greek, 
are often to be understood. NM 17 derec Yehovah, 
the way of the Lord, implies the whole of the worship 
due to him, and prescribed by himself: the way or path 
in which he wills men to walk, that they may get safely 
through life, and finally attain everlasting felicity. The 
Jewish writers designate the whole doctrine and prac- 
tice of Christianity by a similar expression, })1 
payin derec hanotsarim, the way, doctrine, or sect of 
the Christians. 

Whether they were men or women] Provided they 
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THE 


Saul, going to Damascus, is met 


A.M. cir. 4037. : ; und unto 
“Mi cit. 4037. he might bring them bo 
An. Olymp. Jerusalem. 


cir, CCIIL 1. 3 And ¢as he journeyed, he 


came near Damascus: and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from heaven : 
4 And “he fell to the earth, and heard a 


ACTS. by Jesus Christ on the way. 


1 i : i A.M. cir. 4037. 
voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, ee 
° why persecutest thou me ? An. Olymp. 

: eir. CCLIL. 1. 
5 And he said, Who art thou, ————— 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest: f7t is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. 


© Chap. xxii. 63 xxvi. 12; 1 Cor. xv. 84 Dan. viii. 17; x. 9. 


were Jews; for no converts had as yet been made 
among the Gentiles; nor did the power of the high 
priest and Sanhedrin extend to any but those who be- 
longed to the synagogues. Pearce. 

In every country where there were Jews and syna- 
gogues, the power and authority of the Sanhedrin and 
high priest were acknowledged: just as papists in all 
countries acknowledge the authority of the pope. And 
as there can be but one pope, and one conclave, so 
there could be but one high priest, and one Sanhedrin; 
and this is the reasun why the high priest and sanhe- 
drin at Jerusalem had authority over all Jews, even 
in the most distant countries. 

Verse 3. Suddenly there shined round about him] 
This might have been an extraordinary flash of the 
electric fluid, accompanied with thunder, with which 
God chose to astonish and confound Saul and his com- 
pany ; but so modified it as to prevent it from striking 
them dead. Thunder would naturally follow such a 
large quantity of this fluid as appears to have been 
disengaged at this time; and out of this thunder, or 
immediately after it, Christ spoke in an awful and dis- 
tinct voice, which appears to have been understood by 
Saul only. 

Verse 4. And he fell to the earth} Being struck 
down with the lightning: many persons suppose he 
was on horseback, and painters thus represent him ; 
but this is utterly without foundation. Painters are, 
in almost eyery case, wretched commentators. 

Verse 5. Who art thou, Lord2| Tic e, Kupie; 
Who art thou, Sint He had no knowledge who it 
was that addressed him, and would only use the term 
Kupte, as any Roman or Greek would, merely as a term 
of civil respect. 

Lam Jesus whom thou persecutest] ‘Thy enmity 
is against me and my religion ; and the injuries which 
thou dost to my followers I consider as done to 
myself.” 

The following words, making twenty in the origi- 
nal, and thirty in our version, are found in no Greek 
MS. The words are, It is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks: and he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do2 and the Lord 
said unto him. It is not very easy to account for such 
a large addition, which is not only not found in any 
Greek MS. yet discovered, but is wanting in the Jtala, 
Erpen’s Arabic, the Syriac, Coptic, Sahidic, and most 
of the Slavonian. It is found in the Vulgate, one of 
the Arabic, the Authiopic, and Armenian ; and was pro- 
bably borrowed from chap. xxvi. 14, and some mar- 
ginal notes. It is wanting also in the Complutensian 
edition, and in that of Bengel. Griesbach also leaves 
it out of the text. 

It is hard for thee &c.] 
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ZKAnpov cot mpog Kevtpa 


e Matt. xxv. 40, &c.——f Chap. v. 39. 


Aaxrige, This is a proverbial expression, which exists, 
not only in substance, but even in so many words, both 
in the Greek and Latin writers. Kevtpov, kentron, 
signifies an ox goad, a piece of pointed iron stuck in 
the end of a stick, with which the ox is urged on when 
drawing the plough. The origin of the proverb seems 
to have been this: sometimes it happens that a restive 
or stubborn ox kicks back against the goad, and thus 
wounds himself more deeply : hence it has become a 
proverb to signify the fruitlessness and absurdity of re- 
belling against lawful authority, and the getting into 
greater difficulties by endeavouring to avoid trifling 
sufferings. So the proverb, Incidit in Scyllam qua 
vult vitare Charybdim. Out of the cauldron into the 
fire. ‘Out of dad into worse.” The saying exists, 
almost in the apostolic form, in the following writers. 
Evripipes, in Bacch. ver. 793 :— 


Ovoiw’ av avTw paddov, n Svuovmevog 
IIpog xevtpa Aakrilorue, Srytocg wy, Oew. 


“JT, who am a frail mortal, should rather sacrifice 
to him who is a Gop, than, by giving place to 
anger, kick against the goads.” 


And Aiscuytus, in Agamemnon, ver. 1633 :— 
Tlpog kevtpa pn Aakrele 
Kick not against the goads. 


And again in Prometh. Vinct. ver. 323 :— 


IIpocg Kevtpa KWAOY EKTEVELC, Opwr OTL 
Tpayve povapyxoc ovd’ trevOvvog Kparet. 


“Thou stretchest out thy foot against goads, see- 
ing the fierce monarch governs according to his 
own will.” 


Resistance is of no use: the more thou dost rebel, 
the more keenly thou shalt suffer. See the Schoh- 
ast here. 

Pinpar has a similar expression, Pyth. ii. ver. 
171-5 :— 

Gepev 0 ehadpwc 

Exavyeviov AaBovra 

Zvyov y’ apnyet. lott kevt pov de tot 
Aakretleperv, rereder 

OAtoOnpoc otpoc. 


“Tt is profitable to bear willingly the assumed yoke. 
To kick against the goad is pernicious conduct.” 


Where see the Scholiast, who shows that “ it is ridi- 
culous for a man to fight with fortune : for if the unruly 
ox, from whom the metaphor is taken, kick against 
the goad, he shall suffer still more grievously.”— 
Terrence uses the same figure. Phorm. Act i. scen. 
2, ver. 27 :— 


1 


He is directed to go to 


A.M. cir. 4037. 
A. D. cir. 33. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIIL. 1. 


6 And he, trembling and asto- 
nished, said, Lord, & what wilt 
thou have me todo? And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 


§ Luke iii. 10; chap. ii. 37; xvi. 30. 


CHAP.. IX. 


Damascus to receive instructions 


A. M. cir. 4037, 


. : siete! 
7 And * the men which jour fe 
An. Olymp. 


neyed with him stood speechless, ecues 

. ° 5 cir. de 
hearing a voice, but seeing no ———— 
man. 


8 And Saul arose from the earth: and when 


h Dan. x. 7; see chap. xxii. 9; xxvi. 13. 


Venere in mentem mihi istec: nam inscitia est, 
Adversum stimulum calces. ——~ 


“ These things have come to my recollection, for it 
is foolishness for thee to kick against a goad.” 


Ovip has the same idea in other words, Trist. lib. ii. 
ver. 15 :— 


At nunc (tanta meo comes est insania morbo) 
Saxa malum refero rursus ad icta pedem. 
Scilicet et victus repetit gladiator arenam ; 
Et redit in tumidas naufraga puppis aquas. 


But madly now I wound myself alone, 
Dashing my injured foot against the stone : 
So to the wide arena, wild with pain, 

The vanquish’d gladiator hastes again ; 

So the poor shatter’d bark the tempest braves, 
Launching once more into the swelling waves. 


Intelligent men, in all countries and in all ages of 
the world, have seen and acknowledged the folly and 
wickedness of fighting against God; of murmuring at 
the dispensations of his providence; of being impa- 
tient under affliction ; and of opposing the purposes of 
his justice and mercy. The words contain a universal 
lesson, and teach us patience under affliction, and sub- 
jection to the sovereign will of God; and they espe- 
cially show the desperate wickedness of endeavouring, 
by persecution, to hinder the dissemination of the truth 
of God in the earth. He that kicks against this goad 
does it at the risk of his final salvation.. The fable 
of the viper and the file is another illustration of this 
proverb: it gnawed and licked the file, till it destroyed 
its teeth and wasted away its tongue. The maxim in 
the proverb should be early inculeated on the minds 
of children and scholars; when chastised for their 
faults, resistance and stubbornness produce increased 
coercion and chastisement. And let parents and mas- 
ters learn that the oft-repeated use of the goad and 
ferula seldom tend to reclaim, but beget obduracy and 
desperation. The advice of Colwmella to the plough- 
man, having some relation to the proverb in the text, 
and a strong bearing on this latter part of the subject, 
is worthy of the most serious regard: ‘‘ Voce potius 
quam verberibus terreat; ultimague sint opus recusan- 
tibus remedia plage. Nunquam stimulo lacessat ju- 
vencum, quod retrectantem calcitrosumque eum reddit: 
nonnunquam tamen admoneat flagello.” Cotume.ua, 
De Re Rustica, lib. ii. cap. 2, in fine. “ Let the hus- 
bandman intimidate his oxen more by his voice than by 
blows, to which he should never have recourse but in 
extreme cases. A young steer should never be goad- 
ed, for this will induce him to ick and run back; but 
on proper occasions the whip, as an incentive to acti- 
vity, may be profitably used.” In reference to the 
same subjeet, which all concerned should feel to be of 
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the greatest importance I shall close with the advice 
of one greater than the Roman agriculturist : Fathers, 
provoke not your children to anger, lest they be dis- 
couraged, Col. iii. 21; but bring them up (ev madera 
kat vovbecia Kupiov) in the discipline and admonition 
of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4, using the authority that God 
has given you with a steady hand, actuated by a ten- 
der and feeling heart. 

Verse 6. Trembling] Under a strong apprehension 
of meeting the judgment he deserved. 

And astonished] At the light, the thunder, and the 
voice. 

Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?| The word 
Kupe, Lord, is here to be understood in its proper 
sense, aS expressing authority and dominion: in the 
5th verse it appears to be equivalent to our word sir. 

The pride of the Pharisee is now brought down to 
the dust; and the fury of the persecutor is not only 
restrained, but the lion becomes a lamb. What wilt 
thou have me to do? Wilt thou condescend to em- 
ploy me among thy meanest servants ? 

Go into the city, and it shall be told thee, &c.| Jesus 
could have informed him at once what was his will 
concerning him; but he chose to make one of those 
very disciples whom he was going to bring in bonds to 
Jerusalem the means of his salvation: 1. To show 
that God will help man by man, that they may learn 
to love and respect each other. 2. That in the bene- 
volence of Ananias he might see the spirit and ten- 
dency of that religion which he was persecuting, and 
of which he was shortly to become an apostle. 

Verse 7. Stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing 
no man.|] The men were evveo:, stupified, hearing tn¢ 
guvnc, the voice or thunder, but not distinguishing the 
words, which were addressed to Saul alone ; and which 
were spoken out of the thunder, or in a small, still 
voice, after the peal had ceased. The remarkable 
case, 1 Kings xix. 11-13, may serve to illustrate that 
before us. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord; and the Lord passed by, and 
a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake 
im pieces the rocks before the Lord ; and after the wind 
an earthquake ; and after the earthquake a fire; and 
after the fire a still small voice; and when Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went 
out, and stood in the entering in of the cave, and be- 
hold, there came a voice unto him, and said, WHAT DOST 
THOU HERE, Hxizan! The thunder must have been 
heard by all; the small, still voice by Saul alone. This 
consideration amply reconciles the passage in the text 
with that in chap. xxil. 9, where Paul says, They that 
were with me saw the light and were afraid, but they 
heard not the voice of him that spake with me. They 
had heard the thunder which followed the escape of the 
lightning, but they heard not the voice of him that spake 
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THE 


Ananias has a vision 


i his eyes were opened, he saw no 

ieee man; but they led him by the 
"hand, and brought ham into Da- 
mascus. 


9 And he was three days without sight, and 
neither did eat nor drink. 

10 9 And there was a certain disciple at 
Damascus ‘ named Ananias; and to him said 
the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, 
Behold, I am here, Lord. 


i Chap. xxii. 12. 


to Saul; they did not hear the words, I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest, &c. ; but they saw and heard enough 
to convince them that the whole was supernatural ; for 
they were all struck down to the earth with the splen- 
dour of the light, and the sound of the thunder, which 
I suppose took place on this occasion. It has been a 
question among divines, whether Jesus Christ did 
really appear to Saul on this occasion. The argu- 
ments against the real appearance are not strong. St. 
Luke tells us that those who were with him heard the 
voice, but they saw no man; which is a strong inti- 
mation that he saw what they did not. Ananias, it 
seems, was informed that there had been a real ap- 
pearance, for, in addressing Saul, ver. 17, he says, The 
Lord Jesus that APPEARED unto THEE in the way as 
thou camest, gc. And Barnabas intimates thus much, 
when he brought him before the apostles at Jerusalem, 
for he declared unto them how he had srrn the Lord 
in the way, and that he had spoken unto him}; and, 
chap. xxii. 14, where the discourse of Ananias is given 
more at large, he says, The God of our fathers hath 
chosen thee that thou shouldest know his will, and see 
that sust ONE, and shouldest HEAR the voice of his 
mouth ; so we find that hearing the voice, or words of 
his mouth, was not what is called the appearance ; for, 
besides this, there was an actual manifestation of the 
person of Christ. But St. Paul’s own words, 1 Cor. 
ix. 1, put the subject out of dispute: Am I not an 
apostle? Am Inot free? Havel nor seen Jesus 
Curist our Lorpt To which may be added, 1 Cor. 
xv. 8, And last of all, Hm WAS SEEN OF ME ALSO, as 
of one born out of due time. 

Verse 8. When his eyes were opened, he saw no man] 
Instead of ovdeva, no man, the Codex Alexandrinus, the 
Syriac, Vulgate, and some others, have ovdev, nothing. 
He not only saw no man, but he saw nothing, being 
quite blind; and therefore was led by the hand to 
Damascus, py BAetor, being without sight 

Verse 9. Neither did eat nor drink.] The anxiety 
of his mind and the anguish of his heart were so great 
that he had no appetite for food; and he continued in 
total darkness and without food for three days, till 
Ananias proclaimed salvation to him in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 10. A certain disciple—named Ananias| A 
general opinion has prevailed in the Greek Church that 
this Ananias was one of the seventy-two disciples, and 
that he was martyred; and they celebrate his martyr- 
dom on the first of October. It has been farther stated 
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ACTS. 


11 And the Lord sazd unto him, 
Arise, and go into the street which 
is called Straight, and inquire in 
the house of Judas for one called Saul * of 
Tarsus ; for, behold, he prayeth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias coming in, and putting fas hand on 
him, that he might receive his sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have 
heard by many of this man, ! how much evil 


concerning Saul 


A.M. cir, 4037 
A. D. cir. 33 
An. Olymp. 
eir. CCIIL.1. 


k Chap. xxi. 39; xxii, 3—! Ver. 1. 


that his house was turned into a church, which remains 
to the present day, though now occupied as a Turkish 
mosque ; but even the Mohammedans have the. tradi- 
tion, and treat his memory with great respect. How- 
ever this may be, from chap. xxii. 12, we learn, what 
is of more importance, that he was a devout man ac- 
cording to the law, having a good report of all the 
Jews that dwelt there. See on ver. 17. 

To him said the Lord in a vision] Ev épapati, Ina 
strong impression made upon his mind, which left no 
doubt concerning its heavenly origin, nor of the truth 
of the things represented by it. It is very probable 
that the whole took place in a dream. 

Verse 11. Arise, and go into the street which is 
called Straight] How very particular is this direction! 
And it was necessary that it should be so, that he might 
see the whole to be a Divine communication ; the house 
was probably one in which Saul was accustomed to 
reside when at Damascus; and where he was known 
as a native of Tarsus. 

Tarsus was a city of Cilicia, seated on the Cydnus, 
and now called Tarasso. It was, at one period, the 
capital of all Cilicia, and became a rival to Alexandria 
and Athens in the arts and sciences. The inhabitants, 
in the time of Julius Cesar, having shown themselves 
friendly to the Romans, were endowed with all the 
privileges of Roman citizens; and it was on this ac- 
count that St. Paul claimed the rights of a Roman 
citizen ; a circumstance which, on different occasions, 
was to him, and the cause in which he was engaged, 
of considerable service. 

Behold, he prayeth| He is earnestly seeking to know 
my will, and to find the salvation of his soul; there- 
fore, go speedily, and direct him. Some have laid 
needless stress on these words, as if they intimated, 
that ‘though Saul as a Pharisee had often said his 
prayers, yet he had never prayed them till now.” This 
is not correct: he could himself testify that, while he 
was a Pharisee, he had lived in all good conscience 
towards God; and consequently, in that time, made 
many faithful and fervent prayers; but he was pray- 
ing now for instruction, and his prayers were speedily 
answered. 

Verse 12. Hath seen in a vision] While God pre- 
pares Ananias, by a vision, to go and minister to Saul, 
he at the same time prepares Saul, by another vision, 
to profit by this ministry. 

Verse 13. Lord, I have heard by many of this man] 
This was all done in a dream, else this sort of reason: 
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The Loré speaks to Ananias 


A. M. cir. 4037. 
As Disein; 33. 
An. Olymp. 
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14 And here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all ™ that call en 
thy name. 

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: 
for “he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 


m Ver. 21; chap. vil. 59; xxi. 16; 1 Cor.1.2; 2 Tim. ii. 22. 
2 Chap. MIM. 25) Xx. 205 xxvi. 175 Ronmet. 1; 1 Cor. xv. 10; 
Gal. 1.15; Eph. iii. 7, 8; 1 Tim. ii. 732 Tim. i. 11. 


CHAP. IX. 


in a vision concernng Saul. 


he hath done to thy saints at|my name before ° the Gentiles, 4,M. cir. 4037. 


A. D: cir. 33. 
An. Olymp. 


and ? kings, and the children of 
cir. CCIIL. 1. 


Israel ; Poca Sal 
16 For 21 will show him how great things 
he must suffer for my name’s sake. 
17 * And Ananias went his way, and enter- 
ed into the house; and * putting his hands on 


© Rom. i.5; xi. 13; Gal. ii, '7,8.—Pp Chap. xxv. 22,23; xxvi. 
1, &c._—4 Chap. xx. 23; xxi. 11; 2 Cor. xi. 23. * Chap. xxii. 
12, 13.—* Chap. viii. 17. 


ing with his Maker would have been intolerable in Ana- 
nias. Saul had been a notorious persecutor; many 
could testify of his outrageous acts against the poor 
followers of Christ. 

Thy saints] That is, the Christians, or followers of 
Christ. ‘Aycoe signifies not only holy persons, but also 
consecrated persons; from a, negative, and yn, the earth; 
persons who are separated from all earthly uses, and 
consecrated to the service of God alone. 

Verse 14. And here he hath authority, &c.] Ananias 
had undoubtedly heard of Saul’s coming, and the com- 
mission he had received from the chief priests; and 
ne was about to urge this as a reason why he should 
nave no connection with so dangerous a man. 

Verse 15. Go thy way] He was thus prevented 
from going farther in his reasoning on this subject. 

He is a chosen vessel unto me] The word oxevoc in 
Greek, and “42 keley in Hebrew, though they literally 
signify a vessel, yet they are both used to signify any 
kind of instrument, or the means by which an act is 
done. In the Tract. Sohar Exod. fol. 87, on these 
words of Boaz to Ruth, chap. ii. ver. 9, When thou art 
athirst, go unto the vessels and drink, &c., there are 
these remarkable words: ‘“*4D keley, vessels ; that is, 
the righteous, who are called the vessels or instruments 
of Jehovah : for it is decreed that the whole world shall 
bring gifts to the King Messiah; and these are the 
vessels of the Lord: vessels, I say, which the holy 
and blessed God uses, although they be brittle ; but 
they are brittle only in this world, that they may esta- 
blish the law and the worship with which the holy and 
blessed God is worshipped in this world; neither can 
this ministry be exercised but by vessels or instruments.” 

This mode of speech was common also among the 
Greek and Roman writers. So Pouysius, speaking 
of Damocles, Excerpta, vol. iii. lib. 13, [Edit. Ernesti,] 
says, Hv imnpetixov ok EVOC, Kat ToAdag exw edopuac 
ec Tpaywatwv otxovoyiay. ‘“ He was a useful instru- 
ment, and fit for the management of affairs.” ~We find 
Paul, in 1 Thess. iv. 4, using the same word, oxevoc, 
for the body, agreeable to the expression of Lucretius, 
iii. 441, Corpus, quod vas quasi constitit ejus. “The 
Bopy, which is the vesseL or instrument of the soul.” 
See Bp. Pearce on this passage. 

Chosen vessel.—ZXxevoc exdoynco is properly a He- 
braism, for an eacellent or well-adapted instrument. 
Every reader of the Bible must have noticed how 
often the word chosen is used there to signify excelling 
or eminent : so we use the word choice, “ choice men,” 
eminent persons; “choice things,” excellent articles. 
So in Jer. xxii. 7: They shall cut down thy choice 
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cedars, VII V111) N15) vecaretu MIBCHAR arazeyca; 
Kal ekkoovot Tag EK AEKTAG KEdpove cov, SEPT. They 
shall cut the most EXCELLENT of thy cedars; or thy 
cedar trees, which are the most excellent of their kind, 
they will cut down. Whoever considers the character 
of St. Paul, his education, attainments in natural know- 
ledge, the distinguished part he took—first against 
Christianity, and afterwards, on the fullest conviction, 
the part he took in its favour—will at once perceive 
how well he was every way qualified for the great 
work to which God had called him. 

To bear my name before the Gentiles} To carry 
the ensign of the cross among the Greeks and Romans ; 
and, by the demonstration of the Spirit, to confound 
their wisdom and learning, and prove that neither sal- 
vation nor happiness could be found in any other. 
Hence he was emphatically called, the apostle of the 
Gentiles, 1 Tim. ii. 7; 2 Tim. i. 11. See also Gal. 
ii. 7, 8, and Eph. iii. 8. 

Verse 16. How great things he must suffer] In- 
stead of proceeding as a persecutor, and inflicting suf. 
ferings on others, L will show him how many things he 
himself must suffer for preaching that very doctrine 
which he has been hitherto employed in persecuting. 
Strange change indeed! And with great show of 
reason, as with incontrovertible strength of argument, 
has a noble writer, Lord Lyttleton, adduced the con- 
version of Saul of Tarsus, and his subsequent conduct, 
as an irrefragable proof of the truth of Christianity. 

Some think that the words, I will show him, &c., 
refer to a visionary representation, which Christ was 
immediately to give Saul, of the trials and difficulties 
which he should have to encounter; as also of that 
death by which he should seal his testimony to the 
truth. If so, what a most thorough conviction must 
Saul have had of the truth of Christianity, cheerfully 
and deliberately to give up all worldly honours and 
profits, and go forward in a work which he knew a 
violent death was to terminate ! 

Verse 17. Brother Saul] As he found that the 
Head of the Church had adopted Saul into the hea 
venly family, he made no scruple to give him the right 
hand of fellowship, and therefore said, Brother Saul. 

The Lord, even Jesus] Of what use is this intru- 
sive word even here? It injures the sense. St. Luke 
never wrote it; and our translators should not have 
inserted it. The Lord Jesus, the sovereign Jesus 
who appeared unto thee in the way, hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the 
Holy Ghost. Christ could have cured him as miracu- 
lously by his own power, without human means, as 
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him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared unto 
thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive 
thy sight, and tbe filled with the Holy 


Ghost. 
18 And immediately there fell from his eyes 


Anamas comes to Saul, 


A. M. cir. 4037, 
A. D. cir. 33. 
An, Olymp. 
cir. CCIII. 1. 


ACTS. who recewes his sight. 


; : : A.M. cir. 4037. 
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i isht forthwith, an An. Olymp. 
Se aes cir. CCI. 1. 


arose, and was baptized. ° ecanetae sain 
19 And when he had received meat, he was 

strengthened. °% Then was Saul certain days 

with the disciples which were at Damascus. 
20 And straightway he preached Christ in 


t Chap. ii. 4; iv. 31; viii. 17; xiii. 52. 


he had enlightened his heart without them; but he 
will honour man by making him his agent, even in 
working miracles. 

And be filled with the Holy Ghost.| So it appears 
that the Holy Spirit was given to him at this time, 
and probably by the imposition of the hands of 
Ananias. To say that it would be degrading to an 
apostle to receive the Holy Ghost by means of one 
who was not an apostle isa very flimsy argument 
against the evidence which the text affords that Saul 
did receive this Spirit by the ministry of Ananias: 
besides, Saul was not an aposile at this time; he was 
not even a Christian ; and the Holy Ghost, which he 
received now, was given more to make him a thorough 
Christian convert than to make him an apostle. No 
person will deny that he was baptized by Ananias ; 
aud certainly there was as strong an objection against 
an apostle receiving baptism from one who was not an 
apostle as there could be in receiving the Holy Spirit 
from such a person. It is very likely that Ananias 
was either one of the seventy disciples commissioned 
by Jesus Christ himself, or one of those who had been 
converted on the day of pentecost. If he were the 
former, any authority that man could have he had. 
But who was the instrument is a matter of little im- 
portance ; as the apostleship, and the grace by which 
it was to be fulfilled, came immediately from Jesus 
Christ himself. Nor has there ever been an apostle, 
nor a legitimate successor of an apostle, that was not 
made such by Christ himself. - If we consider the au- 
thority as coming by man, or through any description 
of men, we should be arrested and confounded by the 
difficult question, Who baptized the apostles? Jesus 
Christ baptized no man, John iv. 2. Who then bap- 
tized Peter? Can the Roman conclave answer this 
question? J trow not. It would be as difficult to 
answer it as to prove Peter’s supremacy. We have 
no evidence who baptized the apostles, who them- 
selves baptized so many others. The truth is, none 
but Christ ever made an apostle ; and none but him- 
self can make and qualify a Christian minister. 

Verse 18. There fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales! This was real: he had been so dazzled with 
the brightness of the light that we may suppose the 
globe of the eye, and particularly the cornea, had suf- 
fered considerable injury. The structure of the cornea 
was doubtless much disturbed, and the whole of that 
humour would be rendered opaque, and incapable of 
permitting the rays of light to pass through the dif- 
ferent humours to the retina, where all the images of 
things transmitted through the lenses, or humours, are 
distinctly painted. In the miraculous cure the mem- 
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brane was restored to its primitive state, and the 
opaque matter separated from the cornea, in the form 
of thin amine or scales. This being done, the light 
would have as free a passage as formerly, and the re- 
sult would be distinct vision. 

And arose, and was baptized.| That he was baptized 
by Ananias there is every reason to believe; as he 
appears to have been the chief Christian at Damascus. 
As baptism implied, in an adult, the public profession 
of that faith into which he was baptized, this baptism 
of Saul proved, at once, his own sincerity, and the 
deep and thorough conviction he had of the truth of 
Christianity. 

Verse 19. When he had received meat, he was 
strengthened] His mind must have been greatly worn 
down under his three days’ conviction of sin, and the 
awful uncertainty he was in concerning his state ; 
but when he was baptized, and had received the Holy 
Ghost, his soul was Divinely invigorated ; and now, 
by taking food, his dodily strength, greatly exhausted 
by three days’ fasting, was renewed also. The body 
is not supported by the bread of life, nor the soul by 
the bread that perisheth: each must have its proper 
aliment, that the whole man may be invigorated, and 
be enabled to perform all the functions of the animal 
and spiritual life with propriety and effect. _ 

Then was Saul certain days with the disciples] 
Doubtless under instructions, relative to the doctrines 
of Christianity ; which he must learn particularly, in 
order to preach them successfully. His miraculous 
conversion did not imply that he must then have a 
consummate knowledge of every Christian doctrine. 
To this day we find that even the genuine Christian 
convert has a thousand things to learn; and for his 
instruction he is placed in the Church of Christ, where 
he is built up on his most holy faith by the ministry 
and experience of the disciples. Without the com- 
munion of saints, who is likely to make a steady and 
consistent Christian; even though his conversion 
should have been the most sincere and the most 
remarkable ? 

Verse 20. Preached Christ in the synagogues] In- 
stead of Xpicov, Christ, Incovv, Jesus, is the reading 
of ABCE, several others of high importance, together 
with the Syriac, Coptic, Asthiopic, Armenian, Slavo- 
mic, and Vulgate. 

The great question to be determined, for the con- 
viction of the Jews, was that Jesus was the Son of 
God. That the Chrisi, or Messiah, was to be the 
Son of God, they all believed. Saul was now con- 
vinced that Jesus, whom they had crucified, and who 
had appeared to him on the way, was the Son of God 
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Saul preaches in the synagogues. 


AM clr 4oa7, the synagogues, Y that he is the 
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21 But all that heard him were 
amazed, and said, Is not this he that destroy- 
ed them which called on this name in Jerusa- 
lem, and came hither for that intent, that he 
might bring them bound unto the chief priests ? 

22 But Saul increased the more in strength, 
* and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Da- 
mascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

23 9 And after that many days were fulfil- 
led, ¥ the Jews took counsel to kill him: 


¥ Chap. viii. 37.—— Chap. viii.3; ver.1; Gali. 13, 23.—* Ch. 
xviii. 28.—Y Chap. xxiii. 12; xxv. 3; 2 Cor. xi. 26. 


CHAP. [X. 


The Jews lay wait for him. 


24 * But their laying await was Aan oe: £08. 
known of Saul. Andthey watch: An. Olymp. 
ed the gates day and night to eer ree 
kill him. 

25 Then the disciples took him by night, and 
* let him down by the wall in a basket. 

26 % And » when Saul was come to Jerusa- 
lem, he assayed to join himself to the disci- 
ples: but they were all afraid of him, and 
believed not that he was a disciple. 

27 © But Barnabas took him, and brought 
him to the apostles, and. declared unto them 


22 Cor. xi. 32. aSo Josh. ii. 15 


at 3; 1 Sam, xix. 12——> Chap, 
Xx. 173° Gal. 1, 17, 18: 4 


¢ Chap. iv. 36; xii. 2, 


or Messiah; and therefore as such he proclaimed him. 
The word Christ should be changed for Jesus, as the 
latter is, without doubt, the genuine reading. 

The first offers of the grace of the Gospel were 
uniformly made to the Jews. Saul did not at first 
offer Jesus to the heathens at Damascus; but to the 
synagogues of the Jews. 

Verse 21. Js not this he that destroyed them] 
‘O ropOyoac. The verb zopGevv has three acceptations 
in the Greek writers: 1. To treat one as an enemy, 
to spoil him of his goods. 2. To lead away captive, 
toimprison. 3. To slay. Paul was properly ropQwy, 
a destroyer, in all these senses. 1. He acted as the 
most determined enemy of the Christians: Being ex- 
ceedingly mad against them, he persecuted them to 
strange cities, chap. xxvi, 11. 
of the saints in prison, chap. Vili. 3; 1x. 14; xxvi. 
10. 3. He perséeuted them unto death—gave his 
voice against them, that they might be destroyed, and 
was a principal instrument in the martyrdom of Ste- 
phen. He breathed threatenings.and slaughter. See 
chap. vii. 58; viii. 1; ix. 1; xxvi. 10,11. There- 
fore these three meanings of the original word are all 
exemplified in the conduct of Saul. 

Verse 22. Confounded the Jews] vveyvve, Over- 
whelmed them so with his arguments that they were 
obliged to blush for the weakness of their own cause. 

Proving that this} Otzoc, This person, viz. Jesus, 
as very Christ; ecw 6 Xpicoc, is THE Curist, or Mes- 
siah. See on ver. 20. 

Verse 23. And after that many days were fulfilled] 
What follows relates to transactions which took place 
about three years after his conversion, when he had 
come a second time to Damascus, after having been 
in Arabia. See Gal. i. 17, 18. What he did in 
Arabia we know not; he probably preached Christ in 
different Jewish synagogues ; but with what fruit we 
are not told. St. Luke, who could not have been 
ignorant of this part of his history, passes it over in 
silence; and any assertion, at this distance of time, 
relative to his employment in Arabia for those three 
years, must be both foolish and impertinent. . 

Verse 24. They watched the gates day and night 
to kill him] At this time Damascus was under the 
government of Aretas, king of Arabia, who was now 

Vion. 1: ( 48%") 


2. He shut up many | 


at war with Herod, his son-in-law, who had put away 


his daughter in order to marty Herodias; his brother 


Philip’s wife. As Herod was supported by the Ros 
mans, Saul’s enemies might intimate that he was in 
league with them or Herod; and, as the gates of the 
city were constantly watched and shut, that no spy 
might enter, and no fugitive get away, they thought it 
would be easy to apprehend him; and doubtless got 
orders for the different officers at the gates to be oti 
the look-out that he might not be permitted to escape. 

Verse 25. Let him down by the wall] Favoured, 
probably, by a house built against or upon the wall, 
through the window of which they could lower him in 
a basket ; and by thismeans he made hisescape. His 
escape was something similar to that of the spies at 
Jericho, Josh. ii. 15. 

Verse 26. He assayed to join himself to the disci- 
ples] Ereipato koAdacba, He endeavoured to get 
closely united to them, to be in religious fellowship 
with them. 

Believed not that he was a disciple.| They did not 
suppose it possible that such a person could be con- 
verted to the faith of Christ. The full power of Di- 
vine grace, in the conversion of the soul, was not yet 
completely known. 

Verse 27. Barnabas—brought him to the apostles] 
That is, to Peter and James; for others of the apos- 
tles he saw none, Gal.i.19. It appears that he went 
up at this time to Jerusalem merely to see Peter, with 
whom he abode fifteen days, Gal. i. 18. How it came 
that the apostles and Church at Jerusalem had not 
heard of Saul’s conversion, which had taken place 
three years before, is not easy to be accounted for. 
The following considerations may help: 1. It is cer- 
tain that intelligence did not travel speedily in those 
primitive times; there were few open roads, and no 
regular posts, except those between military stations. 
2. Though there were many Jews in Damascus, and 
several Christians, yet the city was heathen, and under 
a heathen king, with whom the Jews at Jerusalem 
could have little commerce. 3. Though Herod had 
married the daughter of Aretas, yet, as he had put 
her away, there were great animosities between the 
two courts, which at last broke out into an open war ; 
this must have prevented all social and commercia! 
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cee Towle had seen the Lord in the 

An. Olymp. way, and that he had spoken to 
_cir, COMI: 4, him, ¢ and how he had preached 
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

28 And ¢ he was with them, coming in and 
going out, at Jerusalem. 

29 And he spake boldly in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and disputed against the f Gre- 
cians: & but they went about to slay him. 


Saul preaches at Jerusalem. 


“Ver. 20, 22. Gal. i. 18—— Chap. vi. 1; xi. 20.—=s Ver. 


ACTS. The Churches have peace 
30 Which when the brethren A eee 
knew, they brought him down to An. Olymp. 


cir. CCIII. 4. 


Cesarea, and sent him forth to 
Tarsus. 

31 © Then had the Churches rest throughout 
all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and were 
edified ; and walking in the fear of the Lord, 
i and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied. 
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23; 2 Cor. x1. 26. h See chap. viii. 1——i 1 Cor. iii. 16; vi. 19. 


intercourse. 4. The Christians were at that time 
greatly persecuted by the Jews, and therefore the few 
that dwelt at Damascus could have little connection, 
if any, with their brethren at Jerusalem. 5. It might 
be the interest of the Jews at Jerusalem, supposing 
they had heard of it, to keep the fact of Saul’s conver- 
sion as quiet as possible, that the Christian cause might 
not gain credit by it. 6. They might have heard of 
his conversion; but either did not fully credit what 
they had heard, or were not satisfied that the person 
who now presented himself was the man ; for it is not 
likely that all the Christians at Jerusalem had been 
personally acquainted with Saul. 

Verse 28. He was with them coming in and going 
out] Freely conversing and associating with them; 
but this seems to have continued only fifteen days. 
See Gal. i. 18. 

Verse 29. Disputed against the Grecians| That is, 
the Hellenistic Jews, viz. those who lived in Grecian 
cities, spoke the Greek language, and used the Sep- 
tuagint version for their scriptures. And thus the 
Syriac version has interpreted this place. See the 
note on chap. vi. 1, where this subject is largely ex- 
plained. 

Verse 30. They brought him down to Caesarea] 
Calmet contends that this was Cesarea of Palestine, 
and not Cesarea Philippi; it being his opinion, and 
indeed that of others, that where this word occurs 
without any addition, in the New Testament, Cesarea 
of Palestine is meant, and not Cesarea Philippi. 
See on chap. vill. 40. 

Sent him forth to Tarsus.|] This was his own city; 
and it was right that he should proclaim to his own 
countrymen and relatives that Gospel through which 
he was become wise to salvation. 

Verse 31. Then had the Churches rest] Instead of 
ai exkAnotat, the Churches, ABC, several others, the 
Syriac, Coptic, Aithiopic, Armenian, and Vulgate, 
have exkAnora, the Church. Every assembly of God’s 
people was a Church; the aggregate of these assem- 
blies was THe Cuurcu. The word espnvyv, which 
we translate rest, and which literally signifies peace, 
evidently means, in this place, prosperity ; and in this 
sense both it and the Hebrew 0)5w shalom are re- 
peatedly used. But what was the cause of this res? 
or success? Some say, the conversion of Saul, who 
before made havoe of the Church; but this is not 
likely, as he could not be a universal cause of perse- 
cution and distress, however active and virulent he 
might have been during the time of his enmity to the 
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Christian Church. Besides his own persecution, re- 
lated above, shows that the opposition to the Gospel 
continued with considerable virulence three years 
after his conversion ; therefore it was not Saul’s ceas- 
ing to be a persecutor that gave this rest to the 
Churches. Dr. Lardner, with a greater show of 
probability, maintains that this rest was owing to the 
following circumstance : Soon after Caligula’s acces- 
sion to the imperial dignity, the Jews at Alexandria 
suffered very much from the Egyptians in that city ; 
and at length their oratories were all destroyed. In 
the third year of Caligula, A. D. 39, Petronius, who 
was made president of Syria in the place of Vitellius, 
was sent by the emperor to set up his statue in the 
temple at Jerusalem. This was a thunder-stroke to 
the Jews, and so occupied them that they had no time 
to think of any thing else; apprehending that their 
temple must be defiled, and the national religion de- 
stroyed, or themselves run the risk of being extermi- 
nated if they rebelled against the imperial decree. 

The account given by Josephus will set this in a 
clear point of view. ‘Caligula sent Petronius to go 
with an army to Jerusalem, to set up his statues in 
the temple, enjoining him if the Jews opposed it, to 
put to death all that made resistance, and to make all 
the rest of the nation slaves. Petronius therefore 
marched from Antioch into Judea, with three legions, 
and a large body of auxiliaries raised in Syria. All 
were hereupon filled with consternation, the army being 
come as far as Ptolemais. The Jews, then, gathering 
together, went to the plain near Ptolemais, and en- 
treated Petronius in the first place for their laws, in 
the next place for themselves. Petronius was moved 
with their solicitations, and, leaving*his army and the 
statues, went into Galilee, and called an assembly of 
the heads of the Jews at Tiberias; and, having ex- 
horted them without effect to submit to the emperor’s 
orders, said, ‘Will ye then fight against Cesar 
They answered that they offered up sacrifices twice 
every day for the emperor and the Roman people ; 
but that if he would set up the images, he ought first 
of all to sacrifice the whole Jewish nation; and that 
they were ready to submit themselves, their wives and 
children, to the slaughter.” Philo gives a similar ac- 
count of this transaction. See Lardner’s Credibility, 
Works, vol. i. p. 97, &c. 

It appears, therefore, that, as these transactions 
took place about the time mentioned in the text, their 
persecution from the Romans diverted them from per 
secuting the Christians; and THEN had the Churches 
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33 And there he found a certain man named 
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and heals Eneas 
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34 And Peter said unto him, Eneas, ! Jesus 

Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make 
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rest throughout all Judea and Galilee, and Samaria ; 
the terror occasioned by the imperial decree having 
spread itself through all those places. 

Were edified] Orxodowowevar, A metaphor taken 
from a building. 1. The ground is marked out; 2. 
the ichnograph, or dimensions of the building, ascer- 
tained; 3. the foundation is digged; 4. the founda- 
tion stone laid; 5. the walls builded up with course 
upon course ; 6. the top-stone brought on; 7. the 
roof raised, and the whole covered in; and, 8. the 
interior part fitted up and adorned, and rendered con- 
venient for the intended inhabitant. This figure fre- 
quently occurs in the sacred writings, especially in the 
New Testament. It has its reason in the original 
creation of man: God made the first human being as 
a shrine or temple, in which himself might dwell. 
Sin entered, and the heavenly building was destroyed. 
The materials, however, though all dislocated, and 
covered with rubbish and every way defiled, yet exist ; 
no essential power or faculty of the soul having been 
lost. The work of redemption consists in building up 
this house as it was in the beginning, and rendering 
it a proper habitation for God. The various powers, 
faculties, and passions, are all to be purified and re- 
fined by the power of the Holy Spirit, and order and 
harmony restored to the whole soul. All this is beau- 
" tifully pointed out by St. Peter, 1 Epist. chap. ii. 4, 5: 


To whom (Jesus Christ) coming as unto a LIVING 


STONE, chosen of God and precious, ye also, as LIVING 
STONES, are BUILT UP a spiritual HoUsE, a holy priest- 
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God by Jesus 
Christ. And St. Paul, who, from his own profession 
as a tent-maker, could best seize on the metaphor, and 
press it into this spiritual service, goes through the 
whole figure at large, in the following inimitable words: 
Ye are the HousEHoLD of God, and are sur upon 
the FOUNDATION of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-sToNE, in whom 
all the BUILDING, FITLY FRAMED together, groweth 
unto @ HOLY TEMPLE in the Lord: in whom ye also 
are BUILDED together for a HABITATION of God, through 
the Spirit, Eph. ii. 19-22.  Ldification signifies, 
therefore, an increase in the light, life, and power of 
God ; being founded on the doctrine of Christ crucifi- 
ed ; having the soul purified from all unrighteousness, 
and fitted, by increasing holiness, to be a permanent 
residence for the ever-blessed God. 
Walking in the fear of the Lord] Keeping a con- 
tinually tender conscience ; abhorring all sin; having 
respect to every Divine precept; dreading to offend 
him from whom the soul has derived its being and its 
blessings. Without this salutary fear of God there 
never can be any circumspect walking. 
In the comfort of the Holy Ghost] Tn a conscious- 
ness of their acceptance and union with God, through 
1 


his Spirit, by which solid peace and happiness are 
brought into the soul ; the truly religious man knowing 
and feeling that he is of God, by the Spirit which is 
given him : nothing less can be implied in the comfort 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Were multiplied.]| No wonder that the Church of 
God increased, when such lights as these shone among’ 
men. ‘This is a short, but full and forcible descrip- 
tion of the righteousness, purity, ard happiness of the 
primitive Church. 

Verse 32. As Peter passed throughout all quarters] 
Ava ravror, Bp. Pearce thinks, should be translated, 
not through all quarters, but through all the saints.— 
The Churches having rest, the apostles made use of 
this interval of quiet to visit the different congrega- 
tions, in order to build them up on their most holy 
faith. Of Saul we hear no more till chap. xi. 30, 
which is supposed to be about five years after this time : 
eight in all from his conversion. Peter, it seems, had 
continued in Jerusalem all the time that the Churches 
were in a state of persecution throughout the whole 
land. Great as he was, he never evidenced that steady 
determinate courage by which St. Paul was so emi- 
nently distinguished ; nor did he ever suffer half so 
much for God and his truth. 

To the saints] The Jews, who had been converted 
to Christianity. 

Which dwelt at Lydda.] A town in the tribe of 
Ephraim, almost on the border of Judea, and nigh 
unto Joppa: it was about ten leagues from Jerusalem, 
and was afterwards known by the name of Diospolis, 
or the city of Jupiter. 

Verse 33. A certain man named Eneas] This 
name has been celebrated in the annals of heathen 
poetry, in that beautiful work of the poet Virgil; called 
the Aineid ; which gives an account of the misfors 
tunes, travels, wars, &c., of a Trojan prince of this 
name, after the destruction of his native city, Troy. 
On the difference of names which so frequently occurs 
In some parts of the Scriptures, Calmet makes the fol- 
lowing judicious remarks : As both Greek and Hebrew, 
or Syriac, were commonly spoken in Palestine, most 
persons had ¢wo names, one Greek and the other He- 
brew. Thus Peter was called Cephas in Hebrew, and 
Petros in Greek. Paul was called Saul in Hebrew, 
and Paulos in Greek. The person in ver. 36, Tabi- 
tha in Hebrew, and Dorcas in Greek. And the para- 
lytic person cured by Peter, Hananiah in Hebrew, 
and Aineas in Greek. So Thomas was the Hebrew 
name of the apostle who in Greek was called Di- 
dymus. 

Had kept his bed eight years] This was occasioned 
by a palsy; and now inveterate and hopeless, through 
its long standing. 

Verse 34. Jesus Christ maketh thee whole] Not 
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A. M. cir. 4041. he arose imme- 
A. D. cir. 37. thy bed. And 

An. Olymp. diately. 

cir. CCIV. 1. 


35 And all that dwelt in Lydda 
and ™ Saron saw him, and ® tumed to the Lord. 

36 4 Now there was at Joppa a certain dis- 
ciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation 


+ 


m} Chron. v. 16. n Chap. xi. 21.—° Or, Doe, or Roe. 
ee 
Peter, for he had no power but what was given him 
from above. And, as an imstrwment, any man could 
heal with this power as well as Peter ; but God chose 
to put honour upon those primitive preachers of his 
word, that men might see that they were commission- 
ed from heaven. 

Arise, and make thy bed.] Give now full proof 
that Jesus Christ Has made thee whole, by arising, 
and by making thy bed. He was at home, and there- 
fore was not commanded, as the paralytic person, to 
take up his bed; but he was ordered to make it— 
strew it afresh, that all might see that the cure was 
perfect. 

Verse 35. All that dwelt in Lydda and Saron saw 
him] Saron was that champaign country that lay be- 
tween Joppa and Lydda. The long affliction of this 
man had been well known; and his cwre, consequently, 
became a subject of general examination : it was found 
to be real. It was known to have been performed by 
the grace and mercy of Christ; and the consequence 
of all this conviction was that all these people became 
Christians. 

Verse 36. Now there was at Joppa} This was a 
sea-port town on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, 
about a day’s journey from Jerusalem. It is supposed 
to be the same which is called in the Old Testament 
Japho, which belonged to the tribe of Dan, Josh. xix. 
46. It is at present called Jaffa, and is still a place 
of considerable note. 

A certain disciple named Tabitha] This word is 


more properly Syriac than Hebrew. [4uo} tebitho 
is the word in the Syriac version, and is their manner 
of writing the Hebrew °2¥ tsebi; the 0 teth being 
changed for the ¥ tsaddi. The word Lal tabio, and 
the feminine (Zaz tabitho, have the same meaning 
as the Hebrew ‘ny tsebi and the Greek Aopxac, Dor- 
cas, and signify the gazel or antelope; and it is still 
customary in the east to give the names of beautiful 
animals to young women. The comparison of fine 
eyes to those of the antelope is continually occurring 
in the writings of the Arabic and Persian poets. The 
person in the text probably had her name in the same 
way. She was very beautiful, and was therefore called 
Tabitha and Dorcas. 

This woman was full of good works} She spent 
her life in acts of kindness and charity. Her soul was 
full of love to God and man ; and her whole time was 
filled up with works of piety and mercy. 

Verse 37. She was sick, and died| Even her ho- 
liness and usefulness could not prevent her from sick- 
ness and death. Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt 
return, is a decree that must be fulfilled, even on the 
saints; for the body ts dead, sentenced to death, 
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and death of Dorcas. 

is called ° Dorcas: this woman ae ee 
full » of good works and An. Olymp. 
bn 8 cir. CCLV. 1. 


almsdeeds which she did. 

37 And it came to pass in those days, that 
she was sick, and died: whom when they had 
washed, they laid her in 4 an upper chamber. 


“h) Tim. ii. 10; Tit. iii. 8 —@ Chap. i. 13. 
a 
hecause of sin, though the spirit be life because of 
righteousness. 

Whom when they had washed] Having the fullest 
proof that she was dead, they prepared for her inter- 
ment. In most nations of the world it was customary 
to wash their dead before they buried them, and before 
they laid them out fo lie in state, as Homer tells us 
was the case with the body of Patroclus :— 


‘Qe evry, ETapololy EkeKAeTO dtog Aytadeve, 
Apuge Tupe Cnoat Tpimoda meyav, odpa Taylca 
Tlatpokaov Aoveecav— : 
Kae tore 6n Aovoay Te, Kat nrenpav AT eda ~ 
Tliad xviii. 343. 

So saying, he bade his train surround with fire 
A tripod huge, that they might quickly cleanse 
Patroclus from all stains of clotted gore. 
They on the blazing hearth a tripod placed, 
Infused the water, thrust dry wood beneath, 
And soon the flames, encompassing around 
Its ample belly, warm’d the flood within. 
Soon as the water in the singing brass 
Simmer’d, they bathed him, and with limpid oil 
Anointed. 

They stretch’d him on his bed, then cover’d him 
From head to feet with linen texture light, 
And with a wide unsullied mantle last.”—-Cowrerr. 


‘ 


The waking or watching of the dead was also prac 
tised among the ancient Greeks, as we learn from a 
preceding paragraph, where Achilles, addressing his 
dead friend Patroclus, tells him :— 

Toopa de mor Tapa vnvat Kopwvict KELceaL abTwc* 
Aude de ce Tpwar xat Aapdavidec Babvxodrot 
KAavoorvral, vuktac Te Kat nuaTta dakpuxeovoat 
Ul. xviii. 338. 
“Mean time, among 

My lofty galleys thou shalt lie, with tears 

Mourn’d day and night, by Trojan captives fair 

And Dardan, compassing thy bier around.” 

Cowper. 


A similar description is given by Virgil of the fune 
ral obsequies of Misenus, Aineid vi. ver. 212. 


Nec minus interea Misenum in littore Teucre 
Flebant, et cineri ingrato suprema ferebant. 
* * * * ¥* * * * 


Pars calidos latices et aéna undantia flammis 
Expediunt, corpusque lavant frigentis et ungunt 
Fit gemitus: tum membra toro defleta reponunt, 
Purpureasque super vestes, velamina nota, 
Conjiciunt, Fc. 

«‘ Meanwhile, the Trojan troops, with weeping eyes, 
To dead Misenus pay his obsequies. : 


Peter restores Dorcas to life. 


Bie. Qt: 38 And forasmuch. as Lydda 
An. Olymp. was nigh to Joppa, and _ the 


pen GO an): disciples had heard that Peter 


was there, they sent unto him two men, desir- 
ing him that he would not * delay to come to 
them. 

39 Then Peter arose and went with them. 
When he was come, they brought him into 
the upper chamber: and all the widows stood 
by him weeping, and showing the coats and 
garments which Dorcas made, while she was 
with them. 


F Or, be grieved.—— Matt. ix. 25. 


t Chap.,vil. 60. 4 Mark 


CHAP. IX. 


Many believe in consequence 

40 But Peter *put them all 4, ™ cir. 4041, 
. - Clr. . 

forth, and tkneeled down, and An. Olymp. 


prayed ; and turning fzm to the pe hae 


body "said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened 
her eyes ; and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 

41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted hex 
up, and when he had called the saints and 
widows, he presented her alive. 

42 And it was known throughout all Joppa ; 
Y and many believed in the Lord. 

43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many 
days in Joppa, with one ¥ Simon a tanner. 


v. 41, 42; John xi. 43. 


¥ John xi. 45; xii. 11.——w Ch. x. 6. 


First from the ground a lofty pile they rear 

Of pitch-trees, oaks, and pines, and unctuous fir : 

The fabric’s front with cypress twigs they strew ; 

And stick the sides with boughs of baleful ye ; 

The topmost part his glitt’ring arms adorn: 

Warm waters then, in brazen cauldrons borne, 

Are pour’d to wash his body, joint by joint ; 

And fragrant oils the stiffen’d limbs anoint. 

With groans and cries Misenus they deplore. 

Then on a bier with purple cover’d o’er 

The breathless body, thus bewail’d, they lay.” 

Dryden. 

These rites, in many respects, resemble those still 
used among the native Irish. See the account of the 
funeral ceremonies of the Egyptians, in the notes on 
Gen. chap. 1. 2. The primitive Christians washed 
the bodies of their dead, not only out of decency and 
affectionate respect to them, but as a token of their firm 
belief in the resurrection of the dead. 

Verse 38. Sent unto him—desiring—that he would 


not delay to come] Tabitha died at Joppa, and Peter. 


was at Liydda, about four leagues distant. But why 
did they send for Peter? We cannot tell. It is not 
likely that they had any expectation that he should 
raise her from the dead ; for none of the apostles had 
as yet raised any; and if God did not choose to re- 
store Stephen to life, this favour could not be reason- 
ably expected in behalf of inferior persons. However, 
they might hope that he who cured Eneas at Lydda 
might cure Dorcas; for it is probable that they had 
sent for Peter before she died; and in this sense we 
might understand the a7ecevAav of the text. 

Verse 39. Showing the coats and garments] Xttwvac 
kat luatia, the outer and inner garments. ‘These, it 
appears, she had made for the poor, and more parti- 
eularly for poor widows, in whose behalf she had 
incessantly laboured. 

Verse 40. Peter put them all forth, and kneeled 
down and prayed] It was not even known to Peter 
that God would work this miracle: therefore he put 
all the people out, that he might seek the will of God 
by fervent prayer, and during his supplications be liable 
neither to distraction nor interruption, which he must 
have experienced had he permitted this company of 
weepmng widows to remain in the chamber. 


And turning—to the body] Zwpa, The lifeless body, | contempt ; 


for the spirit had already departed. 
1 


Said, Tabitha, artse.| During his wrestling with 
God, he had, undoubtedly, received confidence that she 
would be raised at his word. 

And when she saw Peter, she sat up.| As Dorcas 
was a woman so eminently holy, her happy soul had 
doubtless gone to the paradise of God. Must she 
not therefore be filled with regret to find herself thus 
called back to earth again? And must not the remem- 
brance of the glories she’ had now lost fill her with dis- 
like to all the goods of earth? No: for, 1. As a saint 
of God, her Maker’s will must be hers; because she 
knew that this will must be ever dest. 2. It is very 
likely that, in the case of the revivescence of saint or 
sinner, God mercifully draws a veil over all they have 
seen or known, so that they have no recollection of 
what they have either seen or heard. Even St. Paul 
found it impossible to tell what he had heard in the 
third heaven, though he was probably not in the state 
of the dead. Of the economy of the invisible world 
God will reveal nothing. We walk here by faith, and 
not by sight. pis 

Verse 41. Saints and widows] In primitive times 
the widows formed a distinct part of the Christian 
Church. 

Verse 42. Many believed in the Lord.] That is, 
in Christ Jesus, in whose name and through whose 
power they understood this miracle to be wrought. 
This miracle, as well as that at Lydda, was not only 
the mean of strengthening the faith of the disciples, 
and gaining credit to the cause of Christianity, but also 
of bringing many sincere converts to the Lord, so that 


‘the Church was thereby both builded up and multiplied 


Verse 43. He tarried many days in Joppa| Taking 
advantage of the good impression made on the people’s 
minds by the miracle, he preached to them the great 
truths of Christianity, and thus established them in the 
faith. 

Simon a tanner.} Whether the original word 
Bupseve signifies a tanner or a currier, is of little con- 
sequence. The person who dealt in the hides, whether 
of clean or unclean animals, could not be in high repute 
among the Jews. Even in Joppa, the trade appears 
to have been reputed unclean; and therefore this Si- 
mon had his house by the sea side. See chap. x. 6. 
Of the trade itself the Talmudists speak with great 
they reckon it among dlemishes. See proofs 
in Schoetigen, 
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1. Tuus terminates what has not been improperly 
called the first period of the Christian Church, which 
began at the day of pentecost, chap. ii., and continued 
to the resurrection of Dorcas; a period of aboutyerght 
years. During the whole of this time the Gospel was 
preached to the Jews only, no Gentile being called be- 
fore Cornelius, the account of whose conversion, and 
the Divine vision that led to it, are detailed in the fol- 
lowing chapter. Salvation-was of the Jews; theirs 
were the fathers, the covenants, and the promises, and 
from them came Christ Jesus; and it was right that 
they should have the first offer of a salvation which, 
while it was alight to lighten the Gentiles, was to be 
the glory of the Israelitish people. When they utterly 
rejected it, then the apostles turned unto the Gentiles. 
Among them the Christian Church was founded; and 
thus the reprobates became the elect, and the elect 
became reprobates, Reader! behold the goodness and 
severity of God! Towards them that fell, severity ; 
but towards thee, goodness, if thow continue in his 
goodness ; otherwise thou also shalt be cut off, Rom. xi. 
22. Thou canst only stand by faith; and be not high- 
minded, but fear. Nothing less than Christ dwelling 
in thy heart by faith can save thy soul unto eternal life. 

2. The conversion of Saul of Tarsus is one of the 
most remarkable facts recorded in the history of the 
Christian Church. When we consider the man; the 
manner in which he was brought to the knowledge of 
the truth; the impression made on his own mind and 
heart by the vision he had on his way to Damascus, 
and the effect produced in all his subsequent life, we 
have a series of the most convincing evidences of the 
truth of the Christian religion. In this light he ever 
viewed the subject himself; the manner of his conver- 
sion he ever appealed to, as the most proper apology 
for his conduct; and, on several most important occa- 
sions, he not only refers to it, but enters into a detail 
of its ¢ircumstances, that his hearers might see that the 
excellency of the power was of Gop and not of man. 

Saul of Tarsus was not a man of a light, fickle, and 
uncultwated mind, His natural powers were vast, his 
character the most decided, and his education, as we 
Jearn from his historian, and from his writings, was at 
once both liberal and profound. He was born and 
brought up in a city which enjoyed every privilege 
of which Rome itself could boast, and was a success- 
ful rival both of Rome and Athens in arts and science. 
Though a Jew, it is evident that his education was not 
confined to matters that concerned his own people and 
country alone. He had read the best Greek writers, 
as his style, allusions, and quotations sufficiently prove ; 
and, in matters which concern his own religion, he was 
instructed by Gamaliel, one of the most celebrated doc- 
tors the synagogue had ever produced, “He was evi- 
dently master of the three great languages which were 
spoken among the only people who deserved the name 
of nations—the Hebrew, and its prevailing dialect, the 
Chaldaio-Syriac ; the Greek, and the Latin ; languages 
which, notwithstanding all the cultivation through which 
the earth has passed, maintain their rank, which is a 
most decisive superiority over all the languages of the 
universe. Was it likely that swch a man, possessing 
such a mind, cultivated to such an extent, could have 
been imposed on or deceived? The circumstances of 
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conversion of St. Paul. 


his conversion forbid the supposition: they do more ; 
they render it impossible. One consideration on this 
subject will prove that imposture in this case was im- 
possible : he had no communication with Christians ; 
the men that accompanied him to Damascus were of 
his own mind—virulent, determined enemies to the 
very name of Christ ; and his conversion took place in 
the open day, on the open road, in company only with 
such men as the persecuting high priest and Sanhedrin 
thought proper to be employed in the extermination of 
Christianity. In such circumstances, and in such com- 
pany, no cheat could be practised. But was not he the 
deceiver 2 The supposition is absurd and monstrous, for 
this simple reason, that there was no motive that could 
prompt him to feign what he was not ; and ‘no end that 
could be answered by assuming the profession of Chris- 
tianity. Christianity had in it such principles as must 
expose it to the hatred of Greece, Rome, and Judea. 
It exposed the absurdity and folly of Grecian and Ro- 
man superstition and idolatry, and asserted itself to be 
the completion, end, and perfection of the whole Mosaic 
economy. It was therefore hated by all those nations, 
and its followers despised, detested, and persecuted. 
From the profession of such a religion, so circum- 
stanced, could any man, who possessed even the most 
moderate share of common sense, expect secular emo- 
lument or advantage? No! Had not this apostle of 
the Gentiles the fullest conviction of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, the fullest proof of its heavenly influence on his 
own soul, the brightest prospect of the reality and 
blessedness of the spiritual world, he could not have 
taken one step in the path which the doctrine of Christ 
pointed out, Add to this, that he lived long after his 
conversion, saw Christianity and its influence in every 
point of view, and tried it in all circumstances. What 
was the result? The deepest conviction of its truth ; so 
that he counted all things dross and dung in compari- 
son of the excellency of its knowledge. Had he con- 
tinued a Jew he would have infallibly risen to the first 
dignities and honours of his nation; but he willingly 
forfeited all his secular privileges and well grounded 
expectations of secular honour and emolument, and 
espoused a cause from which he could not only have 
no expectation of worldly advantage, but which, most 
evidently and necessarily, exposed him to all sorts of 
privations, sufferings, hardships, dangers, and death 
itself! These were not only the unavoidable conse- 
quences of the cause he espoused; but he had them 
fully in his apprehension and constantly in his eye. 
He predicted them, and knew that every step he 
took was a progressive advance in additional suffer- 
ings, and the issue of his journey must be a violent 
death ! 

The whole history of St. Paul proves him to be one 
of the greatest of men; and his conduct after he be- 
came a Christian, had it not sprung from a Divine 
motive, of the truth of which he had the fullest con- 
viction, would have shown him to be one of the weakest 
of men. The conclusion therefore is self-evident, that 
in St. Paul’s call there could be no imposture, that in 
his own mind there could be no deception, that his 
conversion was from heaven, and the religion he pro- 
fessed and taught, the infallible and eternal truth of 
Jehovah, In this full conviction he counted not his 
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Account of Cornelius, 


life dear unto him, but finished his rugged race with 
joy, cheerfully giving up his life for the testimony of 
Jesus; and thus his luminous sun set in blood, to rise 
again in glory. The conversion of St. Paul is the 
triumph of Christianity ; his writings, the fullest exhi- 
bition and defence of its doctrines; and his life and 
death, a glorious illustration of its principles. Armed 


CHAP. :X: 


a Roman centurion. 


with the history of Paul’s conversion and life, the 
feeblest believer needs not fear the most powerful infi- 
del. The ninth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles 
will ever remain an inexpugnable fortress to defend 
Christianity and defeat its enemies. Reader, hath 
not God so done his marvellous works that they may 
be had in everlasting remembrance ? 


CHAPTER X. : 


An angel appears to Cornelius, a centurion, and directs him to send to Joppa, for Peter, to instruct him m 
the way of salvation, 1-6. He sends accordingly, 7, 8. While the messengers are on their way to Joppa, 
Peter has a remarkable vision, by which he is taught how he should treat the Gentiles, 9-16. The mes- 
sengers arrive at the house of Simon the tanner, and deliver their message, 17-22. They lodge there 
that night, and on the morrow Peter accompanies them to Cesarea, where they find Cornelius and his friends 
assembled, waiting the coming of Peter, 23,24. Peter makes an apology for his coming, and inquires 
for what purpose Cornelius had sent for him, 25-29. Cornelius answers, 30-33. And Peter preaches 
unto him Jesus, as the Saviour of the world, and the Judge of quick and dead, 34-43. While he speaks, 
the Holy Ghost descends on Cornelius and his company ; and they speak with new tongues, and magnify 


God, 44-46. 


rN ae "THERE was a certain man in 
An. Olymp. Cesarea called Cornelius, a 


ir. CCV. 1. F 
ee. centurion of the band called the 


Italian band, 


aVer. 22: chap. vili. 2; xxii. 12. 


NOTES ON CHAP. X. 

I have already observed (see the conclusion of the 
preceding chapter) that hitherto the apostles confined 
their labours among the Jews and circumcised prose- 
lytes, not making any offer of salvation to the Gentiles ; 
for they had fully imbibed the opinion that none could 
enter into the kingdom of God, and be finally saved, 
unless they were circumcised, and became obedient to 
the law of Moses. This prejudice would have ope- 


rated so as finally to prevent them from preaching the 


Gospel to the Gentiles, had not God, by a particular 
interposition of his mercy and goodness, convinced 
Peter, and through him all the other apostles, that he 
had accepted the Gentiles as well as the Jews, and 
would put no difference between the one and the other, 
purifying their hearts by faith, and giving the Gentiles 
the Holy Ghost, as he had before given it to the Jews. 
The means which he used to produce this conviction 
in the minds of the apostles are detailed at length in 
the following chapter. 

Verse 1. There was a certain man in Caesarea] This 
was Caesarea of Palestine, called also Strato’s Tower, 
as has been already noted, and the residence of the 
Roman procurator. 

A centurion] ‘Exarovrapyne, The chief or captain of 
100 men, as both the Greek and Latin words imply. 
How the Roman armies were formed, divided, and 
marshalled, see in the notes on Matt. xx. A centurion 
among the Romans was about the same rank as a 
captain among us. 

The band called the Italian band] The word 
oxetpa, which we translate band, signifies the same as 
cohort or regiment, which sometimes consisted of 555 
infantry, and 66 cavalry; but the cohors prima, or 
first cohort, consisted of 1105 infantry, and 132 ca- 

J 


Peter commands them to be baptized in the name of the Lord, 47, 48. 


2 * A devout man, and one that A.M. cit. 4015. 
> feared God with all his house, An. Olymp. 
: cir. CCV. 1. 
which gave much alms to the ————_— 
people, and prayed to God alway. 


b Verse 35. 


valry, in the time of Vegetius. But the cavalry are 
not to be considered as part of the cohort, but rather a 
company joined to it. A Roman /egion consisted of ten 
cohorts ; the first of which surpassed all the others, 
both in numbers and in dignity. When in former 
times the Roman legion contained 6000, each cohort 
consisted of 600, and was divided into three manzpult ; 
but both the legions and cohorts were afterwards 
various in the numbers they contained. As there 
were doubtless many Syrian auciliaries, the regiment 
in question was distinguished from them as consisting 
of Italian, i. e. Roman, soldiers. The Italian cohort 
is not unknown among the Roman writers: Gruter 
gives an inscription, which was found in the Forum 
Sempronii, on a fine table of marble, nine feet long, 
four feet broad, and four inches thick; on which are 
the following words :— 


L. MAESIO. L. F. POL. 

RVFO. PROC. AVG. 

TRIB. MIL. LEG. X. 

APPOLLINARIS. TRIB. 

con. miu. ITALIC. vonunr. 

QVAE. EST. IN. SYRIA. PRAEF. 
FABRVM. BIS. 


See Gruter’s Inscriptions, p. ccccxxxili—iv. 


This was probably the same cohort as that men- 
tioned here by St. Luke ; for the denth legion men- 
tioned in the above inscription was certainly in Judea, 
A. D. 69. Tacitus also mentions the Italica legio, 
the Italic legion, lib. i. ¢. 59, which Junius Blesus 
had under his command in the province of Lyons. We 
learn, from the Roman historians, that the Sifth, tenth, 
and fifteenth legions were stationed in Judea ; and the 
third, fourth, sixth, and twelfth in Syria. The Jtalic 
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Cornelius is directed THE 


A.M. cir, 4045. 9 ¢ He saw in a vision evi- 
A. D. cir. 41, : 
An. Olymp. dently, about the ninth hour of 


coay ee ee ths day, an angel of God coming 


in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius, 
4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, 
and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto 


© Ver. 30; chap. xi. 13, 


ACTS. to send for Peter 


him, Thy prayers and thine alm 
are come up for a memorial be- 
fore God. PSE e, fice 
5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for 
one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 
6 He lodgeth with one ¢ Simon a tanner, 


g A.M. cir. 4045 

a Dor, 41. 
n. Olymp. 

cir. CCV, 1. 


4 Chap. ix. 43. 


legion was in the battle of Bedriacum, fought, A. D. 
69, between the troops of Vitellius and Otho ; and per- 
formed essential services to the Vitellian army. See 
Tacitus, Hist. lib. ii. cap. 41. The issue of this 
battle was the defeat of the Othonians, on which 
Otho slew himself, and the empire was confirmed to 
YVitellius. 

Wherever he sees it necessary, St. Luke carefully 
gives dates and facts, to which any might have re- 
course who might be disposed to doubt his state- 
ments: we have had several proofs of this in his Gos- 
pel. See especially chap. i. 1, &c., and iii. 1, &c., 
and the notes there. 

Verse 2. A devout man] Evoe@yo, from ev, well, and 
seBouat, I worship. A person who worships the true 
God, and is no tdolater. 

One that feared God] ®oBovuevog tov Oeov, One 
who was acquainted with the true God, by means of 
his word and laws; who respected these laws, and 
would not dare to offend his Maker and his Judge. 
This is necessarily implied in the fear of God. 

With all his house} He took care to instruct his 
family in the knowledge which he himself had re- 
ceived; and to establish the worship of God in his 
house. 

Gave much alms] His love to God led him to love 
men; and this love proved its sincerity by acts of 
beneficence and charity. 

Prayed to God alway.| Felt himself a dependent 
creature ; knew he had no good but what he had 
received; and considered God to he the fountain 
whence he was to derive all his blessings, He prayed 
to God alway ; was ever in the spirit of prayer, and 
frequently in the act. What an excellent character 
is this! And yet the man was a Gentile! He was 
what a Jew would repute common and unclean: see 
ver. 28. He was, therefore, not circumcised ; but, as 
he worshipped the true God, without any idolatrous 
mixtures, and was in good report among all the nation 
of the Jews, he was undoubtedly what was called a 
proselyte of the gate, though not a proselyte of justice, 
because he had not entered into the bond of the cove- 
nant by circumcision. This was a proper person, 
being so much of a Jew and so much of a Gentile, to 
form the connecting link between both people; and 
God chose him that the salvation of the Jews might 
with as little observation as possible be transmitted to 
the Gentiles. The choice of such a person, through 
whom the door of faith was opened to the heathen 
world, was a proof of the wisdom and goodness of 
God. The man who was chosen to this honour was 
not a profligate Gentile ; nor yet a circumcised prose- 
lyte. He was a Gentile, amiahle and pure in his 
manners ; and, for his piety and charitableness, held 
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in high estimation among all the nation of the Jews. 
Against such a person they could not, with any grace, 
be envious, though God should pour out upon Aim the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 3. He saw in a vision evidently] The text 
is as plain as it can be, that an angel of God did appear 
to Cornelius. This was in a vision, i. e. a superna- 
tural representation ; and it was davepac, manzfesily, 
evidently made; and at such a time too as precluded 
the possibility of his being asleep; for it was about 
the ninth hour of the day, answering to our three 
o’clock in the afternoon, (see note on chap. iii. 1,) the 
time of public prayer, according to the custom of the 
Jews, and while Peter was engaged in that sacred 
duty. The angelic appearance to Cornelius was some- 
thing similar to that made to Daniel, chap. ix. 20-23, 
and that especially to Zachariah, the father of John 
Baptist, Luke i. 11, &c. 

Verse 4. Thy prayers and thine alms are come up 
for a memoriai| Being all performed in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, they were acceptable to the Most 
High. 

Come up for a memorial :*'This form of speech is 
evidently borrowed from the sacrificial system of the 
Jews. Pious and sincere prayers are high in God’s 
estimation ; and therefore are said to ascend to him, 
as the smoke and flame of the burnt-offering appeared 
to ascend to heaven. 

These prayers and alms came up for a memorial 
before God: this is a manifest allusion to the meat- 
offering, which, in Ley. ii, 16, is said to be NIN 
azkerah, a memorial, (speaking after the manner of 
men,) to put God in remembrance that such a person 
was his worshipper, and needed his protection and 
help. So the prayers and alms of Cornelius ascended 
before God as an acceptable sacrifice, and were re- 
corded in the kingdom of heaven, that the answers 
might be given in their due season. 

Verse 6. Simon a tanner] See the note on chap. 
ix. 43. 

What thou oughtest to do.| From this it appears 
that matters of great moment had occupied the mind 
of Cornelius. He was not satisfied with the state of 
his own soul, nor with the degree he possessed of 
religious knowledge ; and he set apart a particular 
time for extraordinary fasting and prayer, that God 
might farther reveal to him the knowledge of his will. 
Perhaps he had heard of Jesus, and had been per- 
plexed with the different opinions that prevailed con- 
cerning him, and now prayed to God that he might 
know what part he should take; and the answer to 
this prayer is, ‘‘ Send to Joppa for Simon Peter, he 
shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.” This clause, 
so explanatory, is wanting in almost every MS, and 
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Peter is instructed by 


A. M. cir. 4045. 
A. D. cir. 41. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. COV Ale 


whose house is by the sea side : 
®he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest to do. 

7 And when the angel which spake unto 
Cornelius was departed, he called two of his 
household servants, and a devout soldier of 
them that waited on him continually ; 

8 And when he had declared all these things 
unto them, he sent them to Joppa.  ~ 

9 YJ On the morrow, as they went on their 
journey, and drew nigh unto the city, f Peter 
went up upon the house-top to pray about the 
sixth hour : 


e Chap. xi. 14.——f Chap. xi. 5, &c. 


version of note. Griesbach and some others have left 
it out of the text. But see chap. xi. 14, where it 
stands in substance. 

Verse 7. And a devout soldier] It has already been 
remarked that Cornelius had taken care to instruct his 
family in Divine things; and it appears also that he 
had been attentive to the spiritual interests of his regi- 
ment. We do not find that it was then, even among 
the Romans, considered a disgrace for a military officer 
to teach his men lessons of morality, and piety towards 
God, whatever it may be in some Christian countries 
in the present time. 

Verse 8. He sent them to Joppa.| It has been pro- 
perly remarked, that from Joppa, Jonah was sent to 
preach to the Gentiles of Nineveh; and from the same 
place Peter was sent to preach the Gospel to the Gen- 
tiles at Cesarea. : 

Verse 9. On the morrow, as they went on their 
journey] From Joppa to Cesarea was about twelve 
or fifteen leagues; the messengers could not have left 
the house of Cornelius till about two hours before sun- 
set; therefore, they must have travelled a part of the 
night, in order to arrive-at Joppa the next day, towards 
noon.—Calmet. Cornelius sent two of his household 
servants, by way of respect to Peter; probably the sol- 
dier was intended for their defence, as the roads in 
Judea were by no means safe. 

Peter went up upon the house-top to pray] It has 
often been remarked that the houses in Judea were 
builded with flat roofs, on which people walked, con- 
versed, meditated, prayed, &c. The house-top was 
the place of retirement; and thither Peter went for 
the purpose of praying to God. In Bengal, some of 
the rich Hindoos have a room on the top of the house, 
in which they perform worship daily. 

Verse 10. He became very hungry] It seems that 
this happened about dinner-time ; for it appears that 
they were making ready, tapackevatovtwr, dressing the 
victuals for the family. The dinner among the an- 
cients was avery slight meal; and they had no dreak- 
fast: their supper was their principal meal. And, in 
very ancient times, they ate only once in the day. 
Supper was the meal at which they saw their friends, 
the business of the day being then finished. 

He fell into a trance] Exeneoev ev avtov excaotc, An 
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CHAP. X. 


a remarkable vision. 


A. M. cir. 4045. 
A. D. cir: 41. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 1. 


10 And he became very hungry, 
and would have eaten: but while 
they made ready, he fell into a 
trance, 

11 §& And saw heaven opened, and a certain 
vessel descending unto him, as it had been a 
great sheet knit at the four corners, and let 
down to the earth: 

12 Wherein were all manner of four-footed 
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creep- 
ing things, and fowls of the air. 

13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, 
Peter; kill, and eat. 


& Chap. vii. 56; Rev. xix. 11. 


ecstasy fell upon him. A person may be said to be 
in an ecstasy when transported with joy or admiration, 
so that he is insensible to every object but that on which 
he is engaged. Peter’s ecstasy is easily accounted 
for: he went up to the house-top to pray: at first he 
felt keen hunger; but, being earnestly engaged with 
God, all natural appetites became absorbed in the in- 
tense application of his soul to his Maker. While 
every passion and appetite was under this Divine in- 


fluence, and the soul, without let or hinderance, freely 


conversing with God, then the visionary and symbolical 
representation mentioned here took place. 

Verse 11. And saw heaven opened] His mind now 
entirely spiritualized, and absorbed in heavenly con- 
templation, was-capable of discoveries of the spiritual 
world; a world which, with its tAnpwua, or plenitude 
of inhabitants, surrounds us at all times; but which we 
are incapable of seeing through the dense medium of 
flesh and blood, and their necessarily concomitant 
earthly passions. Much, however, of such a world and 
its economy may be apprehended by him who is puri- 
fied from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and who 
has perfected holiness in the fear of God. But this is 
a subject to which the enthusiast in vain attempts to 
ascend. The turbulent working of his imagination, 
and the gross earthly crudities which he wishes to ob- 
trude on the world as revelations from God, afford a 
sufficient refutation of their own blasphemous pre- 
tensions. 

A great sheet, knit at the four corners] Perhaps in- 
tended to be an emblem of the universe, and its various 
nations, to the four corners of which the Gospel was 
to extend, and to offer its blessings to all the inhabit- 
ants, without distinction of nation, &c. 

Verse 12. All manner of fowr-footed beasts, §c.] 
Every species of guadrupeds, whether wild or domestic 5 
all reptiles, and all fowls. Consequently, both the 
clean and unclean were present in this visionary repre- 
sentation: those that the Jewish law allowed to be 
sacrificed to God, or proper for food; as well as those 
which that law had prohibited in both cases: such as 
the deasts that do not chew the cud; fish which have 
no scales; fowls of prey, and such others as are spe- 
cified in Ley. xi., where see the notes. 

Verse 13. Rise, Peter; kill and eat.] Ovoov Kat 
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The servants of Cornelius 


sya vee 14 But Peter said, Not so, 
prs i Lord ; * for I have never eaten 
—_—_""_ any thing that is common or 
unclean. 


15 And the voice spake unto him again the 
second time, ‘ What God hath cleansed, that 
call not thou common. 

16 This was done thrice: and the vessel 
was received up again into heaven. 

17 % Now while Peter doubted in himself 
what this vision which he had seen should 
mean, behold, the men which were sent from 


THE ACTS. 


come to Peter at Joppa. 

i j ; A.M. cir. 4045. 
Cornelius had made inquiry for Wee 
Simon’s house, and stood before An. Olymp. 


cir. CCV. }. 
the gate, a 


18 And called, and asked whether Simon, 
which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. 

19 While Peter thought on the vision, * the 
Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek 
thee. 

20 } Arise therefore, and get thee down, and 
go with them, doubting nothing: for I have 
sent them. 

21 Then Peter went down to the men 


bLeviticus xi. 4; xx. 25; Deuteronomy xiv. 3, 7; Ezekiel 
iv. 14. 


iMatt. xv. 11; ver. 28; Rom. xiv. 14,17, 20; 1 Cor. x.25; 1 Tim. 
iv. 4; Tit..1. 15. « Chap. xi. 12.——! Chap. xv. 7. 


gaye, Sacrifice and eat. Though this verb is sometimes 
used to signify the slaying of animals for food, yet, as 
the proper notion is to slay for the purpose of sacrifice, 
it appears to me to be better-to preserve that meaning 
here. Animals that were offered in sacrifice were 
considered as given to God; and, when he received 
the life, the flesh was given to those who offered the 
sacrifice, that they might feed upon it; and every sa- 
crifice had in it the nature of a covenant; and cove- 
nants were usually made by eating together on the flesh 
of the sacrifice offered on the occasion, God being 
supposed to be invisibly present with them, and par- 
taking of the feast. The Jews and Gentiles are cer- 
tainly represented by the clean and unclean animals in 
this large vessel: these, by the ministry of the Gospel, 
were to be offered up a spiritual sacrifice to God. 
Peter was to be a prime instrument in this work; he 
was to offer them to God, and rejoice in the work of 
his hands. ‘The spirit of the heavenly direction seems 
to be this: “The middle wall of partition is now to be 
pulled down; the Jews and Gentiles are called to be- 
come one flock, under one shepherd and bishop of souls. 
Thou, Peter, shalt open the door of faith to the Gen- 
tiles, and be also the minister of the circumcision. 
Rise up; already a blessed sacrifice is prepared: go 
and offer it to God; and let thy soul feed on the fruits 
of his mercy and goodness, in thus showing his gracious 
design of saving both Jews and Gentiles by Christ 
crucified.” 

Verse 14. Common or unclean.| By common, xowwovr, 
whatever was in general use among the Gentiles is to 
be understood ; by axa@aprov, unclean, every thing that 
was forbidden by the Mosaic law. However, the one 
word may be considered as explanatory of the other. 
The rabbins themselves, and many of the primitive fa- 
thers, believed that by the unclean animals forbidden 
by the law the Gentiles were meant. 

Verse 15. What God hath cleansed] God, who 
made at first the distinction between Jews and Gen- 
tiles, has a right to remove it, whenever and by what- 
ever means he pleases: he, therefore, who made the 
distinction, for wise purposes, between the clean and 
the unclean, now pronounces all to be clean. He had 
authority to do the first; he has authority to do the 
last. God has purposed that the -Gentiles shall have 
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the Gospel preached to them: what he therefore has 
cleansed, “that call not thou common.” 

Verse 16. This was done thrice] For the greater 
certainty, and to make the deeper impression on the 
apostle’s mind. : 

And the vessel was received up again into heaven.]| 
Both Jews and Gentiles came equally from God; and 
to him, both, by the preaching of the Gospel, shall 
again return. 

Verse 17. While Peter doubted—the men—stood 
before the gate] In all this we find an admirable dis- 
play of the economy of Providence. Cornelius prays, 
and has a vision which prepares him to receive instruc- 
tion from Peter: Peter prays, and has a vision which 
prepares and disposes him to give instruction to Cor- 
nelius. While he is in doubts and perplexity what the 
full meaning of the vision might be, the messengers, 
who had been despatched under the guidance of an 
especial Providence, came to the door; and the Holy 
Spirit gives him information that his doubts should be 
all cleared up by accompanying the men who were now 
inquiring for him. How exactly does every thing in 
the conduct of Providence occur ; and how completely 
is every thing adapted to time, place, and occasion! 
All is in weight, measure, and number. Those simple 
occurrences which men snatch at, and press into the 
service of their own wishes, and call them providential 
openings, may, indeed, be links of a providential chain, 
in reference to some other matter ; but unless they be 
found to speak the same language in all their parts, 
occurrence corresponding with occurrence, they are 
not to be construed as indications of the Divine will in 
reference to the claimants. Many persons, through 
these misapprehensions, miscarrying, have been led to 
charge God foolishly for the unsuccessful issue of some 
business in which their passions, not his providence, 
prompted them to engage. 

Verse 21. Which were sent unto him from Corne- 
lius] his clause is wanting in almost every MS, of 
worth, and in almost all the versions. 

Behold, I am he whom ye seek] A sudden, unex- 
pected speech, like the address of AEneas to Dido; 
when the cloud in which he was involved sud- 
denly dissipated, and he appeared with the excla- 
mation, 


1 


Peter accompanies 


ea nk “04 which were sent unto him from 

Comelius; and said, Behold, I 
am he whom ye seek: what zs 
the cause wherefore ye are come? 

22 And they said, ™ Cornelius the centurion, 
a just man, and one that feareth God, and 
»of good report among all the nation of the 
Jews, was warned from God by a holy angel, 
to send for thee into his house, and to hear 
words of thee. 

23 Then called he them in, and lodged them. 
And on the morrow Peter went away with 
them, ° and certain brethren from Joppa accom- 
panied him. 

24 And the morrow after they entered into 
Cesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, 
and had called together his kinsmen and near 
friends. 


An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 1. 


m Vey. 1, 2, &c. a Chap. xxii. 12. © Ver. 45; chap. xi. 12, 
PChap. xiv. 14,15; Rev. xix. 10; xxii. 9. 


coram, quem queritis, adsum! 
in. lib. i. 595. 

What is the cause wherefore ye are come?] He 
still did not know the full import of the vision; but 
being informed by the Holy Spirit that three men 
were seeking him, and that he should go with them, 
without scruple, he instantly obeyed; and finding 
them at the door, desired to know why they sought him. 

Verse 22. Cornelius the centurion, §c.] They gave 
him the simple relation which they had received from 
their master. For the character of Cornelius, see the 
vomment on verse 2. 

To hear words of thee.| But of what kind they 
could not as yet tell. 

Verse 23. Then called he them in, &c.] They had 
already walked a long journey in a short time, and 
needed refreshment; and it was thought expedient 
they should rest that night with Simon the tanner. 

Certain brethren from Joppa] They were sex in 
number, as we learn from chap. xi. 12. It was ne- 
cessary that there should be several witnesses of the 
important transactions which were about to take place ; 
as on no slight’ evidence would even the converted 
Tews believe that repentance unto life, and the Holy 
Spirit, should be granted to the Gentiles. 

Verse 24. His kinsmen and near friends.] Svyye- 
veic, His relatives, and avaykatove dtdouc, his necessary 
friends ; but the Syriac makes avayxaiove an epithet 
as well as ovyyevecc, and thus the passage may be read, 
his kinsmen, his domestics, and his friends. It appears 
that he had collected the whole circle of his intimate 
acquaintance, that they also might profit by a revelation 
which he expected to come immediately from heaven ; 
and these amounted to many persons : sce ver. 27. 

Verse 25. Fell down at his feet, and worshipped 
him.] As Peter’s coming was announced by an angel, 
Cornelius might have supposed that Peter himself was 
an angel, and of a superior order; seeing he came to 
announce what the first angel was not employed to 

: 


CHAP. X. 


them to Cesarea 

25 9 And as Peter was Bat ee hee 
. . a be . . CY. . 
coming in, Cornelius met him, An. Olymp. 


and fell down at his feet, and eee a 


worshipped him. 

26 But Peter took him up, saying, ? Stand - 
up; I myself also am a man. 

27 And as he talked with him, he went in, 
and found many that were come together. 

28 And he said unto them, Ye know how 
4 that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is 
a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of 
another nation; but ™God hath showed me 
that I should not call any man common or 
unclean. 

29 Therefore came I unto you without gain- 
saying, as soon as I was sent for: [ask there- 
fore, for what intent ye have sent for me ? 

30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was 
t Chap. 


4 John iv. 9; xviii. 28; chap. xi. 3; Gal. i. 12, 14. 
xv. 8,9; Eph. i. 6. 


declare: it was, probably, in consequence of this 
thought that he prostrated himself before Peter, offer- 
ing him the highest act of civil respect ; for there was 
nothing in the act, as performed by Cornelius, which 
belonged to the worship of the true God. Prosira- 
tions to superiors were common in all Asiatic coun- 
tries. The Codex Beze, and the later Syriac in the 
margin reads this verse differently from all other MSS. 
and versions ; thus, But as Peter drew nigh to Cesa- 
rea, one of the servants ran before, and told that he 
was come: then Cornelius leaped up, and met him, 
and, falling at his feet, he worshipped him. This is 


« 


a very remarkable addition, and relates circumstances 


that we may naturally suppose did actually take place. 


Verse 26. I myself also ama man.) “1 am not an 
angel; I am come to you simply, on the part of God, 
to deliver to you the doctrine of eternal life.” 

Verse 2'7. And as he talked with him] Cornelius 
had met Peter at some short distance from his house, 
and they conversed together till they went in. 

Verse 28. Ye know how that it is an unlawful 
thing, &c.] He addressed the whole company, among 
whom, it appears, there were persons well acquainted 
with Jewish customs; probably some of them were 
Jewish proselytes. 

But God hath showed me, &c.| He now began to 
understand the import of the vision which he saw at 
Joppa. A Gentile is not to be avoided because he is 
a Gentile ; God is now taking down the partition wall 
which separated them from the Jews. : 

Verse 29. I ask—for what intent ye have sent for 
me #] Peter had been informed of this by the servants 
of Cornelius, ver. 22; but, as all the company might 
not have been informed of the circumstances, he, as it 
were, invites him to tell his story afresh, that his 
friends, &c., might be the better prepared to receive 
the truth, which he was about to dispense, in obedi- 
ence to his Divine commission. 

Verse 30. Four days ago I was fasting until this 
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Cornelius relates his 


A. M. cir. 4045. 
A. D. cir. 41. 
An. Olymp. 

ir. C 


fasting until this hour ; and at the 
ninth hour I prayed in my house, 
; and, behold, *a man stood before 
me * in bright clothing, 

31 And said, Cornelius, "thy prayer is 
heard, ¥ and thine alms are had in remembrance 
in the sight of God. 

32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither 
Simon, whose surname is Peter ;\ he is lodged 
in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea 
side; who, when he cometh, shall speak unto 
thee. 


THE ACTS. 


vision to Peter. 


T A.M. cir. 4045. 
A. D. cir. 41. 

An. ok 

eir. CCV. 1 


33 Immediately therefore 
sent to thee ; and thou hast well 
done that thou art come. Now 
therefore are we all here present before God, 
to hear all things that are commanded thee 
of God. 

34 9 Then Peter opened his aa and 
said, © Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons : 

35 But *m ‘every nation: he aah feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him. 


8 Chap. i. 10. t Matt. xxviii. 3; Mark xvi. 5; Luke xxiv. 4. 
uVer. 4, &c.; Dan. x. 12. v Heb. vi. 10. w Deut. x..17; 
2 Chron. xix. 7; Job xxxiv. 19; Rom.ii.11; Gal.ii.6; Eph. vi. 


9 Cols ii, 255, 1 beta 7. 
iit. LTO exe 12, 13; 1 Cor. xii. 13; Gal. ii. 28; 
18; ii1. 6. 


x Chap. xv.9; Rom. ii. 13, 27; 
Eph. ii. 13, 


hour] It was then about three o’clock in the afternoon ; 
and it appears that Cornelius had continued his fasts 
from three o’clock the preceding day to three o’clock 
the day following; not that he had fasted four days 
together, as some suppose, for even if he did fast four 
days consecutively, he ate one meal on each day. 
It is however necessary to remark that the word. v7- 
sevar, fasting, is wanting in ABC, one other; the 
Coptic, Aithiopic, Armenian, and Vulgate; but it has 
not been omitted in any edition of the Greek Testa- 
ment. 

Verse 31. Thy prayer is heard] See the note on 
ver. 4. Cornelius prayed, fasted, and gave alms. It 
was in this way he looked for salvation; not to pur- 
chase it: a thought of this kind does not appear to 
have entered into his mind ; but these were the means 
he used to get his soul brought to the knowledge of 
the truth. The reader must recollect that in the ca 
of Cornelius there was no open vision; he used the 
light and power which God had already given; and 
behold how mightily God increased his gifts! He 
that hath, i. e., that uses what he has, shall receive ; 
and no man can expect any inerease of light or life, 
who does not improve the grace already given. 

Verse 33. Are we all here present before God] 
Instead of before Gop, the Coder Beza, Syriac, 
ZEthiopic, Armenian, and Vulgate, read before THEE. 
The people were all waiting for the preacher, and 
every heart was filled with expectation; they waited 
as before God, from whose messenger they were about 
to hear the words of life. 

Verse 34. God is no respecter of persons] He does 
not esteem a Jew, because he is a Jew; nor does he 
detest a Gentile because he is a Gentile.- It was a 
long and deeply rooted opinion among the Jews, that 
God never would extend his favour to the Gentiles ; 
and that the descendants of Jacob only should enjoy 
his peculiar favour and benediction. Of this opinion 
was St. Peter, previously to the heavenly vision men- 
tioned in this chapter. He was now convinced that 
God was no respecter of persons; that as all must 
stand before his judgment seat, to be judged according 
to the deeds done in the body, so no one nation, or 
people, or individual, could expect to find a more fa- 
vourable decision than another who was precisely in 
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the same moral state; for the phrase, respect of per- 
sons, is used in reference to unjust decisions in a court 
of justice, where, through favour, or*interest, or bribe, 
a culprit is acquitted, and a righteous or innocent per- 
son condemned. See Lev. xix. 15; Deut.i. 16, 17, 
and xvi. 19. And as there is no imqguity (decisions 
contrary to equity) with God, so he could not shut out 
the pious prayers, sincere fasting, and benevolent 
alms-giving of Cornelius; because the very spring 
whence they proceeded was his own grace and mercy. 
Therefore he could not receive even a Jew into his 
favour (in preference to such a person) who had either 
abused his grace, or made a less godly use of it than 
this Gentile had done. 

Verse 35. Butin every nation he that feareth him, 
&c.] In every nation he who, according to his light and 
privileges, fears God, worships him alone, (for this is 
the true meaning of the word,) and worketh righteous- 
ness, abstains from all evil, gives to all their due, in- 
jures neither the body, soul, nor reputation of his 
neighbour, 1s accepted with him. It is not therefore 
the nation, kindred, profession, mode or form of wor- 
ship, that the just God regards; bat the character, 
the state of heart, and the moral deportment. For 
what are professions, &c., in the sight of that God 
who trieth spirits, and by whom actions are weighed ! 
He looks for the grace he has given, the advantages 
he has afforded, and the improvement of all these 
Let it be observed farther, that no man can be accept- 
ed with this just God who does not live up to the ad- 
vantages of the state in which providence has placed 
him. Why was Cornelius accepted with God while 
thousands of his countrymen were passed by? Be 
cause he did not receive the grace of God in vain; 
he watched, fasted, prayed, and gave alms, which they 
did not. Had he not done so, would he have been 
accepted? Certainly not; because it would then 
appear that he had received the grace of God in vain, 
and had not been a worker together with him. Many 
irreligious men, in order to get rid of the duties and 
obligations of Christianity, quote this verse in their 
own favour, while they reject all the Gospel besides ; 
and roundly assert, as they think on the authority of 
this text, that they need neither believe in Jesus Christ, 
attend to his Gospel, nor use his ordinances : setOuely 
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Peter preaches to Cornelius 


eat 36 The word which God sent 
a unto the children of © Israel, 


—______. Y preaching peace by Jesus Christ: 
(“he is Lord of all :) 
37 That word, I say, ye know, which was 


CHAP. X. 


and his company. 


A. M. cir. 4045. 
A. D. cir. 41. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 1. 


published throughout all Judea, 
and * began from Galilee, after 
the baptism which John preached ;, ——————_ 

38 How » God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who 


¥ Isa, lvii. 19; Eph. ii. 14, 16,17; Col. i. 20. % Matt. xxviii. 
18; Rom. x. 12; 1 Cor. xv.27; Eph. i. 20, 22; 1 Pet. ili. 22; 


they fear God and work righteousness, they shall be 
infallibly accepted with him. Let such know that if 
they had been born and still were living in a land 
where the light of the Gospel had never shone, and 
were there conscientiously following the glimmering 
ray of celestial light which God had granted, they 
might, with some show of reason, speak in this way ; 
but, as they are born and live under the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, God, the just Judge, will require that 
they fear him, and work righteousness, AccORDING to 
the Lieut afforded by that very cospeL. The sinceri- 
ty, watching, praying, fasting, and alms-giving of Cor- 
nelius will not be sufficient for them who, as it may 
be justly said, live in splendours of Christianity. In 
such a state, God requires that a man shall love him 
with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength; and his 
neighbour as himself. In the face of such a requisi- 
tion as this, how will the poor heathen virtue of one 
born in the pale of Christianity appear? And if God 
requires all this, will not a man need all the grace 
that has been brought to light by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ to enable him to do it? 

Verse 36. The word which God sent, &c.] Few 
verses in the New Testament have perplexed critics 
and divines more than this. The ancient copyists 
seem also to have been puzzled with it; as the great 
variety in the different MSS. sufficiently proves. A 
foreign critic makes a good sense by connecting this 


with the preceding verse, thus: Jn every nation he 


that feareth him and worketh righteousness is accepted 
with him, according to that doctrine which God sent 
unto the children of Israel, by which he published 
peace (i. e. reconciliation between Jews and Gentiles) 
by Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all; and, because 
Lord of all, both of Jews and Gentiles, therefore he 
must be impartial; and, because impartial, or no re- 
specter of persons, therefore, in every nation, whether 
Judea, Greece, or Italy, he that feareth God, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 

I believe rov Aoyov, the word, in this verse, should 
be translated, that doctrine ; and probably pyua, which 
we translate that word in verse 37, should be omitted, 
as it is in the Codex Beze, and its Itala version ; and 
if 6v, which is in verse 36, be even left out, as it is in 
ABC, Coptic and Vulgate, the whole may be literally 
read thus: As to the doctrine sent to the children of 
Israel, preaching the glad tidings of peace (evayyedt- 
Couevoc erpnvnr) by Jesus Christ, he is Lord of all, ye 
know what was done (ro yevouevov) through all Judea, 
beginning after the baptism which John preached. 
Jesus, who was from Nazareth, whom God anointed 
with the Holy Ghost, and with mighty power (dvvaper) 
went about doing good, and healing all that were 
tyrannically oppressed (karaduvacevopevove) by the devil, 
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Rev. xvii. 14; xix. 16. 
ii. 22; iv. 27; Heb. 1. 9, 


a Luke iv. 14. ——» Luke iv. 18 chap. 


for God was with him. Critics have proposed a great 
variety of modes by which they suppose these verses 
may be rendered intelligible ; and the learned reader 
may see many in Wolfius, Kypke, Rosenmiiller, and 
others. Kypke contends that the word Kupvoc, Lord, 
is to be understood adjectively, and ought to be refer- 
red to Aoyoc, and the 36th verse will then stand thus : 
The word which he sent to the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ, that word has autho- 
rity over all. This amounts nearly to the same sense 
with the expositions given above ; and all proclaim this 
truth, which the apostle laboured to establish, namely, 
that God intended the salvation of all men by Jesus 
Christ ; and therefore proclaimed reconciliation to all, 
by him who is Lord, maker, preserver, redeemer, and 
judge of all. And of this the apostle was now more 
convinced by the late vision; and his mission from him 
who is Lord of all to Cornelius, a heathen, was a full 
illustration of the heavenly truth; for the very meet- 
ing of Peter, once a prejudiced Jew, and Cornelius, 
once an unenlightened Gentile, was a sort of first fruits 
of this general reconciliation, and a proof that Jesus 
was Lorp of ALL. 

Verse 37. That word—ye know] This account of 
Jesus of Nazareth ye cannot be unacquainted with ; 
because it has been proclaimed throughout all Judea 
and Galilee, from the time that John began to preach. 
Ye have heard how he was anointed with the Holy 
Ghost, and of the miracles which he performed ; how 
he went about doing good, and healing all kinds of 
demoniacs and, by these mighty and beneficent acts, 
giving the fullest proof that God was with him. This 
was the exordium of Peter’s discourse; and thus he 
begins, from what they knew, to teach them what they 
did not know. 

St. Peter does not intimate that any miracle was 
wrought by Christ previously to his being baptized by 
John. Beginning at Galilee. Let us review the 
mode of Christ’s manifestation. 1. After he had been 
baptized by John, he went into tl > desert, and remain- 
ed there forty days. 2. He theu returned to the Bap- 
tist, who was exercising his ministry at that time at 
Bethany or Bethabara; and there he made certain dis- 
ciples, viz., Andrew, Bartholomew, Peter, and Philip. 
3. Thence he went to the marriage at Cana, in Ga- 
lilee, where he wrought his first miracle. 4. And 
afterwards he went to Capernaum in the same coun- 
try, by the sea of Galilee, where he wrought many 
others. This was the manner in which Christ mani- 
fested himself; and these are the facts of which Peter 
presumes they had a perfect knowledge, because they 
had been for a long time notorious through all the land. 

Verse 38. God anointed Jesus of Navareth] Here 
the apostle refers to Christ as the promised Messiah ; 
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Peter proclaims the death THE 


A.M cir. 4045. went about doing good, and heal- 
An. Olymp. ing all that were oppressed of 


oe VOY als 6 devil; © for God was with him. 


39 And ‘we are witnesses of all things 


which he did both in the land of the Jews, and 


in Jerusalem; * whom they slew and hanged 
on a tree: 

40 Him ‘ God raised up the third day, and 
showed him openly ; 

41 & Not to all the people, but unto witnesses 


ACTS. 


chosen before of God, even to-us, Aa eae 
4 who did cat and drink with him — An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 1. 
after he rose from the dead. eee 
42 And ihe commanded us to preach unto 
the people, and to testify * that it is he which 
was ordained of God tobe the Judge of ! quick 
and dead. 
43 ™To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name, ® whosoever believeth in him 


shall receive remission of sins. 


and resurrection of Christ 


¢ John iii. 2. 4 Chap. ii. 32. e Chap. v. 30. £ Chap. ii. 
24. £ John xiv. 17, 22; chap. xiii. 31——» Luke xxiv. 30, 43; 
John xxi. 13. iMatt. xxvii. 19, 20; chap. i. 8—* John v. 
22, 27; chap. xvii. 31. 


1 Rom. xiv. 9, 19; 2 Cor. v. 10; 2'Tim. iv. 1; 1 Pet. iv. 5. ¢ 
m Ysa. lili.11; Jer. xxxi. 34; Dan. ix. 243 Mic. vii. 18; Zech. 
xill. 1; Mal.iv. 2; chap. xxvi. 22.— Chap. xv. 9; xxvi. 18; 
Rom. x. 11; Gal. iii. 22. 


for, as Messiah signifies the anointed one, and Christ 
has the same signification in Greek, and the Messiah, 
according to the prophets, and the expectation of the 
Jews, was to work miracles, Peter proclaims Jesus as 
the Messiah, and refers to the miracles which he 
wrought as the proof of it. This delicate, but for- 
cible allusion is lost by most readers. 

Verse 39. We are witnesses of all] In this speech 
St. Peter may refer, not only to the twelve apostles, 
but to the six brethren whom he had brought with him. 

Whom they slew] As the truth of the resurrection 
must depend on the reality of the death of Christ, it 
was necessary that this should be stated, and shown 
to rest on the most indubitable evidence. 

Verse 40. Him God raised up the third day] He 
lay long enough under the power of death to prove that 
he was dead; and not too long, lest it should be sup- 
posed that his disciples had time sufficient to have 
practised some deceit or imposture ; and, to prevent 
this, the Jews took care to have the tomb well guard- 
ed during the whole time which he lay there. 

Verse 41. Not to all the people] In the order of 
Divine providence, the public were to be no longer 
instructed by Jesus Christ personally ; but it was ne- 
cessary that those who were to preach redemption in 
his name should be thoroughly furnished to this good 
and great work ; therefore, the time he spent on earth, 
after his resurrection, was devoted to the instruction 
of his disciples. 

Witnesses chosen before of God] That is, God 
chose such men to attest this fact as were every way 
best qualified to give evidence on the subject ; per- 
sons who were always to be found; who might at all 
times be confronted with those, if any such should offer 
themselves, who could pretend to prove that there was 
any imposture in this case; and persons who, from 
the very circumstances in which they were placed, 
must appear to have an absolute conviction of the truth 
of all they attested. The first preachers of the Gos- 
pel must be the witnesses of its facts; and these first 
preachers must be put in such circumstances as to de- 
monstrate, not only that they had no secular end in 
view, nor indeed could have any, but also that they 
should be able to evince that they had the fullest con- 
viction of the reality of the eternal world, and of their 
Master’s existence in glory there; as they carried their 
lives continually in their hands, and regarded them not, 
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so that they might fulfil the ministry which they had 
received from their Lord, and finish their course with 
Joy: 

But why was not Christ, after his resurrection, 
shown to all the people? 1. Because it was impossible 
that such a thing could be done without mob and tumult. 
Let it only be announced, “ Here is the man who was 
dead three days, and who is risen from the dead !”— 
what confusion would be the consequence of such an 
exposure! Some would say, This is he; others, He 
is like him; and so on; and the valid testimony must 
be lost in the confusion of the multitude. 2. God 
chose such witnesses whose testimony should be un- 
impeachable ; the men who knew him best, and who 
by their depositions in proof of the fact should evidently 
risk their lives. And, 3. as multitudes are never called 
to witness any fact, but a few selected from the rest, 
whose knowledge is most accurate, and whose veracity 
is unquestionable, therefore, God showed not Christ 
risen from the dead to all the people, but to witnesses 
chosen by himself ; and they were such as perfectly 
knew him before, and who ate and drank with him 
after his resurrection, and consequently had the fullest 
proof and conviction of the truth of this fact. 

Verse 42. And he commanded us to preach] By 
thus assuring them that Jesus Christ was appointed to 
Judge the world, he at once showed them the necessity 
of subjection to him, that they might stand in the day 
of his appearing. ; 

The Judge of quick and dead.) The word quick 
we retain from our ancient mother tongue, the Saxon 
cpican, to live, hence cpic and cpica, life, and cpice, 
grass; and from this our guicks, quick-set hedges, 
fences made of living thorns, &e. By quick and dead 
we are to understand: 1. All that had lived from the 
foundation of the world till that time; and all that 
were then alive. 2. All that should be found alive at 
the day of judgment, as well as all that had died pre- 
viously. 

Verse 43. To him give all the prophets witness] 
See Isa. ix. 6; lii. 7; lili. 5, 6; lix. 20; Jer. xxxi. 
34; Dan. ix. 24; Mic. vii. 18, &c.; and Zech. xiii. 
1. As Jesus Christ was the swm and substance of 
the law and the Mosaic dispensation, so all the pro- 
phets bore testimony, either directly or indtrectly, to 
him ; and, indeed, without him and the salvation he 
has promised, there is scarcely any meaning in the 


The Holy Ghost falls on the 


A.M. cir. 4045. 
A. D. cir. 41. 
An. Olymp. | 
cir. CCV. 1. 


44 9 While Peter yet spake 
these words, ° the Holy Ghost fell 
on all them which heard the word. 

45 » And they of the circumcision which 
believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, 4 because that on the Gentiles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46 For they heard them speak-with tongues, 


© Chap. iv. 31; viii. 15, 16, 17; xi. 15——P Ver. 23.——4 Chap. 
xi. 18; Gal. ii. 14. 


Mosaic economy, nor in most of the allusions of the 
prophets. 

Remission of sins.| ‘The phrase, ageoie duaptiwr, 
means simply the taking away of sins; and this does 
not refer to the guilt of sin merely, but also to its 
power, nature, and consequences. All that is implied 
in pardon of sin, destruction of its tyranny, and puri- 
fication from its pollution, is here intended ; and it is 
wrong to restrict such operations of mercy to pardon 
alone. 

Verse 44. While Peier yet spake] It is not very 
likely that the words recorded by St. Luke are all 
that the apostle spoke on this occasion; but, while he 
continued to discourse with them on this subject, the 
Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the word ; and 
his descent was known by their being enabled to speak 
with different kinds of tongues. In what manner this 
gift was bestowed we cannot tell; probably it was in 
the same way in which it had been given on the day 
of pentecost ; for as they spake with tongues, which 
was the effect of the descent of the Spirit as flaming 
tongues on the heads of the disciples on the day of 
pentecost, it is very likely that the same appearance 
now took place. 

Verse 45. They of the circumceision—were asto- 
nished] Because it was a maxim with them that the 
Shechinah or Divine influence could not be revealed 
to any person who dwelt beyond the precincts of the 
promised land. Nor did any of them believe that the 
Divine Spirit could be communicated to any Gentile. 
{t is no wonder, therefore, that they were amazed when 
they saw the Spirit of God so liberally given as it was 
on this occasion. 

Verse 46. And magnify God.} They had got new 
hearts as well as new tongues; and, having believed 
with the heart unto righteousness, their tongues made 
confession unto salvation; and God was magnified for 
the mercy which he had imparted. 

Verse 47. Can any man forbid water] These had 
evidently received the Holy Ghost, and consequently 
were become members of the mystical hedy of Christ ; 
and yet St. Peter requires that they shall receive bap- 
tism by water, that they might become members of the 
Christian Church. In other cases, they received bap- 
tism first, and the Spirit afterwards by the imposition 
of hands: see chap. xix. 4-6, where the disciples who 
had received only the baptism of John were baptized 
again with water in the name of the Lord Jesus; and, 
after even this, the apostles prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, before they were made partakers of 
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CHAP. X. 


Gentiles, and they are baptized 
and magnify God. Then answer- ie ea i 
ed Peter, An. Olymp. 


ir. COV. 1. 
47 Can any man forbid water, petite 


that these should not be baptized, which have 
received the Holy Ghost ‘as well as we ? 

48 * And he commanded them to be baptized 
tin the name of the Lord. Then prayed they 
him to tarry certain days. 


r Chap. xi. 17; xv. 8, 9; Rom. x. 12—=*1 Cor. i. 17——t Chap. 
ii. 38; vill. 16. 


the Holy Ghost. So we find that Jesus Christ had 
his water baptism as well as John; and that even he 
who gave the baptism of the Holy Ghost required the 
administration of water baptism also. Therefore the 
baptism of the Spirit did not supersede the baptism by 
water ; nor indeed can it; as baptism, as well as the 
supper of our Lord, were intended, not only to be 
means of grace, but standing, irrefragable proofs of 
the truth of Christianity. 

Verse 48. To be baptized in the name of the Lord.) 
That is, inthe name of Jesus Christ; which implied 
their taking upon them the public profession of Chris- 
tianity, and believing on Christ Jesus as their Saviour 
and Sovereign ; for, as they were baptized zn his name, 
they professed thereby to be his disciples and followers. 

Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.| They 
felt the necessity of farther instruction, and prayed him 
to continue his ministry a little longer among them ; 
and to this he no doubt consented. This was, pro- 
perly speaking, the commencement of the Christian 
Church, as composed of Jews and Gentiles, partaking 
of the same baptism, united under the same Head, made 
partakers of the same Spirit, and associated in the 
same aggregate body. Now was the middle wall of 


‘partition broken down, and the Gentiles admitted to 


the same privileges with the Jews. 


1. Gop is wonderful in all his works, whether they 
be works of creation, providence, or grace. Every 
thing proclaims his power, his wisdom, and his good- 
ness. Every where we learn this truth, which is in- 
dispensably necessary for all to know who desire to 
acknowledge God in all their ways, that “there is no- 
thing which concerns their present or eternal welfare 
in which God does not interest himself.” We often, 
to our great spiritual detriment, lose sight of this truth, 
because we think that the masesty of God is too great 
to be occupied with those common occurrences by 
which we are often much affected, in things which 
relate, not only to our present, but also to our eternal 
interests. This is impossible; for God is our father, 
and, being every where present, he sees our state, and 
his eye affects his heart. 

2. Let the reader examine the chain of Providence 
(composed indeed of very minute links) brought to 
light ir. the conversion of Cornelius, the instruction of 
Peter, and opening the door of faith to the Gentiles, 
and he will be convinced that “God has way every 
where, and that all things serve the purposes of his 
will.” We have already seen how particularly, both 
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Peter returns, and is accused THE 
by gracious and providential workings, God prepared 
the mind of Cornelius to receive instruction, and the 
mind of Peter to give it ; so that the receiver and giver 
were equally ready to be workers together with God. 
This is a general economy. He who feels his want 
may rest assured that, even then, God has made the 
necessary provisions for his supply ; and that the very 
sense of the want is a proof that the provision is al- 
ready made. Why then should we lose time in de- 
ploring wretchedness, for the removal of which God 
has made the necessary preparations ! Mourning over 
our miseries will never supply the lack of faith in 
Christ, and very seldom tends even to humble the 
heart. 

3. As the eye of God is ever upon us, he knows 
our ¢rials as well as our wants; and here, also, he 


ACTS. of having. eaten with Gentiles. 


makes the necessary provision for our support. We 
may be called to suffer, but his grace will be sufficient 
for us; and, as our troubles increase, so shall the 
means of our support. And even these trials and temp- 
tations will be pressed into our service, for all things 
work together for good to them that love God, Rom 
Vili. 28. “ 

4. We must beware neither to despise outward rites 
in religion, nor to rest in them. Most people do either 
the one or the other. God gives us outward helps, 
because he knows we need them. But do we not 
sometimes imagine ourselves to be above that which, 
because of our scantiness of grace, is really above us? 
We certainly may over-rate ourselves, and under-rate 
God’s bounties. He who is taught by the Spirit of 
God will be saved from both. 


CHAPTER XI. 


Peter returns to Jerusalem, and 1s accused of having associated with the Gentiles, 1-3. 
self, by relating at large the whole business concerning Cornelius, 4-17. 
and the whole Church glorifies God for having granted unto the Gentiles repentance unto life, 18. 


He defends him. 
His defence is accepted, 
An 


account of the proceedings of those who were scattered abroad by the persecution that was raised about 
Stephen; and how they had spread the Gospel among the circumcision, in Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch, 


19-21. 
Mis character, 24. 
first called Curistians, 25, 26. 
reign of the Emperor Claudius, 27, 28. 
hands of Barnabas and Saul, 29, 30. 


Sigh Gite 1046: AND the apostles and breth- 
An. Olymp. ren that were in Judea heard 


ir, COV. 2, ‘ : 
aa that the Gentiles had also receiv- 


ed the word of God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerusa- 
lem, * they that were of the circumcision con- 
tended with him, 


*Chap. x. 45; Gal. ii. 12——» Chap. x. 28, © Gal. ii. 12. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XI. 

Verse 1. And the apostles and brethren that were 
in Judea} According to Calmet, Judea is here put 
in opposition to Cesarea, which, though situated in 
Palestine, passed for a Greek city, being principally 
inhabited by Pagans, Greeks, or Syrians. 

Verse 2. Contended with him]~ A manifest proof 
this that the primitive Church at Jerusalem (and no 
Church can ever deserve this name but the Jerusalem 
Church) had no conception of St. Peter’s supremacy, 
or of his being prince of the apostles. He is now 
called to account for his conduct, which they judged 
to be reprehensible; and which they would not have 
attempted to do had they believed him to be Christ’s 
vicar upon earth, and the infallible Head of the Church. 
But this absurd dream is every where refuted in the 
New Testament. 

Verse 3. Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised ] 
In a Jew, this was no small offence ; and, as they did 
not know the reason of St. Peter’s conduct, it is no 
wonder they should call him to account for it, as they 

768 


The Church at Jerusalem, hearing of this, sends Barnabas to confirm them in the faith, 22, 23. 
He goes to Tarsus to seek Saul, whom he brings to Antioch, where the disciples are 
Certain prophets foretell the dearth which afterwards took place in the 
The disciples send relief to their poor brethren in Judea, by the 


3 Saying, » Thou wentest in Ass its 4046. 
to men uncircumcised, © and didst. An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 2. 


eat with them. 
4 But Peter rehearsed the matter from the 
beginning, and expounded it ¢ by order unto 
them, saying, 
5 °I was in the city of Joppa praying : and 


Sn eee a SSE SE SPS 
4 Lukei. 3. © Chap. x. 9, &c. 


considered it to be a positive transgression of the law 
and custom of the Jews. There is a remarkable ad- 
dition here in the Codex Beze, which it will be well 
to notice. The second verse of the chapter begins 
thus :— 

Now Peter had a desire for a considerable tune to 
go to Jerusalem: and having spoken to the brethren, 
and confirmed them, speaking largely, he taught them 
through the countries, (i. e. as he passed to J erusalem,) 
and, as he met them, he spoke to them of the grace of 
God. But the brethren who were of the circumcision 
disputed with him, saying, &e. 

Verse 4. But Peter rehearsed the matter Srom the 
heginning, and expounded it by order] E£eribero avrotg 
xabetnc. This is the very style of St. Luke: see his 
Gospel, chap. i. ver. 3. To remove their prejudice, 
and to give them the fullest reasons for his conduct, he 
thought it best to give them a simple relation of the 
whole affair; which he does, as we have seen in the 
preceding chapter, with a few additional circumstances 
here: see the notes before. 
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Peter defends his associating 
A.M. cir. wie 


An. Oly. 
cir. CCV. 


in a trance I saw a vision, A cer- 
tain vessel descending, as it had 
been a great sheet, let down 
from heaven by four corners; and it came 
even to me: 

6 Upon the which when [had fastened mine 
eyes, I considered, and saw four-footed beasts 
of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping 
things, and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, 
Peter; slay and eat. 

8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing 
common or unclean hath at any time entered 
into my mouth. 

9 But the voice answered me again from 
heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not 
thou common. 

10 And this was done three times: and all 
were drawn up again into heaven. 

11 And, behold, immediately there were 
three men already come unto the house where 
I was, sent from Cesarea unto me. 

12 And ‘the Spirit bade me go with them, 
nothing doubting. Moreover, &these six 


f John xvi. 13; ch.x.19; xv. 7.—# Ch. x. 23.—* Ch. x, 30.— Ch. 
ii. 4. — Matt. iii. 11; John i. 26,33; chap. 1.55 xix. 4. 


Verse 12. These six brethren] Probably pointing to 
them, being present, as proper persons to confirm the 
truth of what he was delivering. 

Verse 14. Thou and ail thy house shall be saved.) 
This is an additional circumstance: before, it was 
said, chap. x. 6, Peter shall tell thee what thou oughtest 
to do; and, in ver. 33, who, when he cometh, shall speak 
unto thee. But, in Peter’s relation, the matter is more 
explicitly declared, he shall tell thee words whereby 
thou and thy house shall be saved. He shail announce 
to you all the doctrine of salvation. 

Verse 16. Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. | 
These words are very remarkable. The words of our 
Lord, as quoted chap. i. 5, to which St. Peter refers 
here, have been supposed by many to be referred to the 
apostles alone; but here it is evident that St. Peter 
believed they were a promise made to all Christians, 
i. e. to all, whether Jews or Gentiles, who should be- 
lieve on Jesus Christ. Therefore, when he saw that 
the Holy Ghost fell upon those Gentiles, he considered 
it a fulfilment of our Lord’s promise: ye, that is, all 
that will believe on me, shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost—not many days hence, i. e. in a short time this 
Spirit shall be given, which is to abide with you for 
ever. Hence we learn that the promise of the Holy 
Spirit is given to the whole body of Christians—to all 
that believe on Christ as dying for their sins, and rising 
for their justification. 

Verse 17. God gave them the like gift, &c.] Viz. 
the Holy Spirit, and its various gifts and graces, in the 
same way and in the same measure in which he gave 

Vou. I. ( #49 +) 


CHAP.UXT: 


with uncircumcised Gentiles 


brethren accompanied me, and we 4 yous a ae 
entered into the man’s house. An. Olymp. 

13 And "He showed us how he —™°O% 2. 
had seen an angel in his house, which stood 
and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and 
call for Simon, whose surname is Peter ; 

14 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou 
and all thy house shall be saved. 

15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost 
fell on them, ‘as on us at the beginning. 

16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, 
how that he said, * John indeed baptized with 
water; but 'ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. 

17 ™ Forasmuch then as God gave them the 
like gift as he did unto us, who believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ: ® what was I, that I 
could withstand God ? 

18 When they heard these things, they held 
their peace, and glorified God, saying, ° Then 
hath God also to the Gentiles granted repent 
ance unto life. 

19 4 Now they which were scattered abroad 
upon the persecution that arose about Stephen 


1Jsa. xliv. 3; Joel ii. 28; iii. 18—™ Chap. xv. 8, 9. 
x. 47,—— Rom. x. 12, 13; xv. 9, 16. 


. Ch, 
=P Chap: vill. 1. 


them to us Jews. What was I, that I could withstand 
God? It was not I who called them to salvation : it 
was God; and the thing is proved to be from God 
alone, for none other could dispense the Holy Spirit. 
Verse 18. They held their peace] Their prejudices 
‘were confounded ; they considered the subject, and saw 
that it was from God: then they glorified him, because 
they saw that he had granted unto the Gentiles re- 
pentance unto life. As the word peravoca, which we 
translate repentance, signifies literally a change of mind, 
it may be here referred to a change of vellestoms views, 
&c. And as repentance signifies a change of life and 
conduct, from evil to good, so the word peravora may 
be used here to signify a change from a false religion 
to the true one; from idolatry, to the worship of the 
true God. . Rosenmiiller thinks that, in several cases, 
where it is spoken of the Jews, it signifies their change 
from a contempt of the Messiah to reverence for him, 
and the consequent embracing of the Christian religion. 
The Christians who were present were all satisfied 
with St. Peter’s account and apology ; but it does not 
appear that all were ultimately satisfied, as we know 
there were serious disputes in the Church afterwards 
on this very subject: see chap. xv. 5, &c., where 
Christian believers, from among the Pharisees, insisted 
that it was necessary to circumcise the converted Gen- 
tiles, and cause them to keep the law of Moses. This 
opinion was carried much farther in the Church at Je- 
rusalem afterwards, as may be seen at large in chap. xxi. 
Verse 19. The persecution that arose about Stephen] 
That is, those who were obliged to flee from Jerusa- 
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The Gospel is preached in different 


A.M. cir. 4046. travelled as far as Phoenice, and 


A. D. cir. 42. ; 
ay OD Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching 
oa bcabe all the word to none but unto the 
Jews only. 


20 And some of them were men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene, which, when they were come to 
Antioch, spake unto 4the Grecians, preaching 
the Lord Jesus. 

21 And ‘the hand of the Lord was with 


4Chap. vi. 1; ix. 29— Luke i. 66; chap. i. 47. 


lcm at the time of that persecution in which Stephen lost 
his life. See chap. vii. 1. 

Phenice| Phenicia, a country between Galilee and 
Syria, along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, in- 
cluding Tyre, Sidon, &c. It is often mentioned as a 
part of Syria. See chap. xxi. 2, 3. 

Cyprus} An island of the Mediterranean Sea, over 
against Syria. See on chap. iv. 36. 

Antioch] A city of Syria, built by Antiochus Seleu- 
cus, near the river Orontes; at that time one of the 
most celebrated cities of the east. For the situation 
of all these, see the map accompanying this book. 

Unto the Jews only.| For they knew nothing of the 
vision of St. Peter; and did not believe that God would 
open the door of faith to the Gentiles. The next verse 
informs us that there were others who were better in- 
structed. See below. 

Verse 20. Men of—Cyrene] The metropolis of the 
.Cyrenaica; a country of Africa, bounded on the east 
by Marmarica, on the west by the Regio Syrtica, on 
the north by the Mediterranean, and on the south by 
the Sahara. Cyrene is now called Cairoan. This city, 
according to Husebius, was built in the 37th Olympiad, 
about 630 years before Christ. In consequence of a 
revolt of its inhabitants, it was destroyed by the Ro- 
mans; but they afterwards rebuilt it. It was for a 
long time subject to the Arabs, but is now in the 
hands of the Turks. 

Spake unto the Grecians| ‘EAAnvicac, The Hellenists. 
Who these were, we have already seen, chap. vi. and 
ix. 29, viz. Jews living in Greek cities, and speaking 
the Greek language. But, instead of ‘EAAnvicac, Gre- 
cians, ‘EAAyvac, Greeks, is the reading of AD*, Syriac, 
all the Arabic, Coptic, AEthiopic, Vulgate, some copies 
of the Itala, Eusebius, Chrysostom, Theophylact, and 
CEcumenius. On this evidence, Griesbach has admit- 
ted it into the text; and few critics entertain any doubt 
of the genuineness of the reading. This intimates that, 
besides preaching the Gospel to the Hellenistic Jews, 
some. of them preached it to heathen Greeks ; for, were 
we to adopt the common reading, it would be a sort 
of actum agere; for it is certain that the Hellenistic 
Jews had already received the Gospel. See chap. 
vi. 1. And it is likely that these Cyprians and Cy- 
renians had heard of Peter’s mission to Cesarea; and 
they followed his example by offering the Christian 
faith to the heathen. It is worthy of remark that the 
Jews generally called all nations of the world Greeks ; 
as the Asiatics, to the present day, call all the nations 
of Europe Franks 
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THE ACTS. 


places by other disciples 
them : and a great number beliey- pera ce 
ed, and * turned unto the Lord. An. Olymp. 


pee CCV. 3. 
22 9 Then tidings of these Pm Sig ath 


things came unto the ears of the Church 
which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth 
‘Barnabas, that he should go as far as 
Antioch : 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the 
grace of God, was glad, and "exhorted them 


§ Chap. ix. 35, Chap. ix. 27. 


u Chap. xili. 43; xiv. 22. 


Verse 21. The hand of the Lord was with them] 
By the hand, arm, and finger of God, in the Scripture, 
different displays or exertions of his power are intend- 
ed. Here it means that the energy of God accompa- 
nied them, and applied their preaching to the souls of 
all attentive hearers. Without this accompanying 
influence, even an apostle could do no good; and can 
inferior men hope to be able to convince and convert 
sinners without this? Ministers of the word of God, 
so called, who dispute the necessity and deny the being 
of this influence, show thereby that they are intruders 
into God’s heritage ; that they are not sent by ham, and 
shall not profit the people at all. 

A great number believed] That Jesus was the Christ; 
and that he had died for their offences, and risen again 
for their justification. Because the apostles preached 
the truth, and the hand of God was with them, there- 
fore, a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord, 
becoming his disciples, and taking him for their portion. 

Verse 22. The Church which was in Jerusalem] 
This was the original, the mother Church of Chris- 
tianity ; not the Church of Rome; there were Chris- 
tian Churches founded in many places, which exist to 
the present day, before Rome heard the Gospel of the 
kingdom. A Christian Church means a company of 
believers in Christ Jesus, united for the purposes of 
Christian fellowship, and edification in righteousness. 

They sent forth Barnabas] It seems, then, that the 
Church collectively had power to commission and 
send forth any of its own members, whom it saw God 
had qualified for a particular work. There must have 
been, even at that time, an acknowledged superiority 
of some members of the Church beyond others. The 
apostles held the first rank; the deacons (probably 
the same as those called prophets, as being next 
chosen) the second; and perhaps those called evange- 
lists, simply preachers of the truth, the ¢hird rank. 
Those who knew most of God and sacred things, who 
were most zealous, most holy, and most useful, un- 
doubtedly had the pre-eminence. 

Verse 23. Had seen the grace of God] That is, 
had seen the effects produced by the grace of God. 
By the grace of God, we are to understand: 1. His 
favour. 2. The manifestations of that favour in the 
communication of spiritual blessings. And, 3. Prin- 
ciples of light, life, holiness, &c., producing effects 
demonstrative of the causes from which they sprung. 
Barnabas saw that these people were objects of the 
Divine approbation ; that they were abundantly blessed 
and edified together as a Christian Church; and that 
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all, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the 
Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, and ¥ full of the 
Holy Ghost and of faith: ¥ and much people 
was added unto the Lord. 


v Chap. vi. 5.— Ver. 21; chap. v. 14. 


CHAP. XI. 


and brings Saul to Anttoch. 


A. M. cit. 4047, 
A. D. cir. 43. 
An. Olymp. 


25 Then departed Barnabas to 
x Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 
26 And when he had found —°CY*. 
him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it 
came to pass, that a whole year they assem: 
bled ¥ themselves with the Church, and taught 


¥ Chap. ix. 30.—=¥ Of, in the Church. 


oe 


they had received especial influences from God, by his 
indwelling Spirit, which were to them incentives to 
faith, hope, and love, and also principles of conduct. 

Was glad,| Not envious because God had blessed 
the labours of others of his Master’s servants; but re- 
joiced to find that the work of salvation was carried 
on by such instruments as God chose, and conde- 
scended to use. They who cannot rejoice in the con- 
version of sinners, because they have not been the 
means of it, or because such converts or their minis- 
ters have not precisely the same views of certain doc- 
trines which they have themselves, show that they 
have little, if any thing, of the mind that was in Christ 
in them. 

With purpose of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord.| These converts had begun well; they must 
continue and persevere: God gave them the grace, 
the principle of life and action; it was their business 
to use this. If they did not, the gift would be re- 
sumed. Barnabas well knew that they must have 
the grace of God in them to enable them to do any 
good ; but he knew, also, that its being in them did 
not necessarily imply that it must continue there. 
God had taught him that if they were not workers 
together with that grace they would receive it in vain ; 
i. e., the end for which it was given would not be 
answered. He therefore exhorted them, ty mpofece: 
tng Kapdcac, with determination of heart, with set, fired 


purpose and resolution, that they would cleave unto 


the Lord, mpoowevery tw Kupiw, to remain with the 
Lord; to continue in union and fellowship with him ; 
to be faithful in keeping his truth, and obedient in the 
practice of it. To be a Christian is to be united to 
Christ, to be of one spirit with him: to continue to be 
a Christian is to continue in that union. It is absurd 
to talk of being children of God, and of absolute, final 
perseverance, when the soul has lost its spiritual union. 
There is no perseverance but in cleaving to the Lord: 
he who in his works denies him does not cleave to him. 
Such aone is not of God; if he ever had the salvation 
of God, he has lost it ; he is fallen from grace ; nor is 
here a word in the book of God, fairly and honestly 
understood, that says such a person shall absolutely 
and unavoidably arise from his fall. 

Verse 24. For he was a good man] Here is a pro- 
per character of a minister of the Gospel. 

1. He is a good man: his bad heart is changed ; 
his evil dispositions rooted out ; and the mind that was 
in Christ implanted in him. 

2. He is full of the Holy Ghost. He is holy, be- 
cause the Spirit of holiness dwells in him: he has not 
a few transient visitations or drawings from that 
Spirit ; it is a resident in his soul, and it fills his heart. 
It is light in his understanding ; it is discrimination 
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in his judgment; it is fixed purpose and determina. 
tion in righteousness in his will; it is purity, it is 
love, joy; peace, gentleness, goodness, meekness, tem= 
perance, and fidelity in His affections and passions. In 
a word, it has sovereign sway in his heart; it governs 
all passions, and is the motive and principle of every 
righteous action. 

3. He was full of faith. He implicitly credited 
his Lord; he knew that he could sot lie—that his 
word could not fail; he expected, not only the fulfil 
ment of all promises, but also every degree of help; 
light, life, and comfort, which God might at any time 
see necessary for his Chutch; he prayed for the Di- 
vine blessing, arid he believed that he should not pray 
in vain. His faith never failed, becatise it laid hold 
on that God who could not change: Behold, ye 
preachers of the Gospel! an original minister of Christ, 
Emulate his piety, his faith, and his usefulness. 

Much people was added unto the Lord.| No won- 
der, when they had such a minister, preaching by thé 
power of the Holy Ghost, such a Gospel as that of 
Jesus Christ. 

Verse 25. To Tarsus; for to seek Saul] The per- 
secution raised against him obliged him to take refuge 
in his own city, where, as a Roman citizen, his person 
was in safety. See chap. ix. 29, 30. 

Verse 26. He brought him unto Antioch] As this 
city was the metropolis of Syria, and the third city for 
importance in the whole Roman empire, Rome and 
Alexandria alone being more eminent, Barnabas might 
think it expedient to have for his assistance a person 
of such eminent talents as Saul; and who was espe- 
cially appointed by Christ to proclaim the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. Saul appears also to have been a thorough 
master of the Greek tongue, and, consequently, the 
better qualified to explain the Gospel to the Greek phi- 
losophers, and to defend it against their cavils. Bar- 
nabas, also being a native of Cyprus, chap. iv. 36, 
where the Greek language was spoken, was judged to 
be proper for this mission, perhaps on this account, as 
well as on account of his disinterestedness, holiness, 
and zeal. 

And the disciples were called Christians first at 
Antioch.] It is evident they had the name Christians 
from CHRIST their master; as the Platonists and 
Pythagoreans had their name from their masters, Plato 
and Pythagoras. Now, as these had their name from 
those great masters because they attended their teach 
ing, and credited theit doctrines, so the disciples were 
called Christians because they took Christ for their 
teachet, crediting his doctrines, and following the rule 
of life laid down by him. It has been a question, by 
whom was this name given to the disciples? Some 
think they assumed it; others, that the inhabitants of 
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= Antiochs 
27 4 And in these days came ? prophets 
from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 


THE ACTS. 


foretells a great famine 


28 And there stood up one of on 
them named * Agabus, and signi- A Liye. 
fied by the Spirit that there should. —————— 
be great dearth throughout all the world: which 
came to pass in the days of Claudius Cesar. 


z Chap. il. 17; xii. 1; xv. 32; xxi. 9; 1 Cor. xii. 28; 


Antioch gave it tothem ; and others, that it was given 
by Saul and Barnabas. ‘This latter opinion is favoured 
by the Codex Bez@e, which reads the 25th and 26th 
verses thus: And hearing that Saul was at Tarsus, 
he departed, seeking for him; and having found him, 
he besought him to come to Antioch ; who, when they 
were come, assembled with the Church a whole year, 
and instructed a great number; and there they first 
called the disciples at Antioch Christians. 

The word ypnyarcoat in our common text, which we 
translate were called, signifies in the New ‘Testament, 
to appoint, warn, or nominate, by Divine direction. 
In this sense, the word is used, Matt. ii. 12 ; Luke ii. 
26; and in the preceding chapter of this book, ver. 
22. If, therefore, the name was given by Divine ap- 
pointment, it is most likely that Saul and Barnabas 
were directed to give it ; and that, therefore, the name 
Christian is from God, as well as that grace and holi- 
ness which are so essentially required and implied in 
the character. Before this time, the Jewish converts 
were simply called, among themselves, disciples, i. e. 
scholars ; believers, saints, the Church, or assembly ; 
and, by their enemies, Nazarenes, Galileans, the men 
of this way or sect; and perhaps by other names 
which are not come down to us. They considered 
themselves as one family; and hence the appellation 
of brethren was frequent among them. It was the 
design of God to make all who believed of one heart 
and one soul, that they might consider him as their 
Father, and live and love like children of the same 
household. A Christian, therefore, is the highest 
character which any human being can bear upon earth ; 
and to receive it from God, as those appear to have 
done—how glorious the title! It is however worthy 
of remark that this name occurs in only three places in 
the New Testament: here, and in chap. xxvi. 28, and 
Indl PetsivalG: 

Verse 27. Came prophets from Jerusalem] Though 
the term prophet is used in the New Testament simply 
to signify a teacher, (see the note on Gen. xx. 7, where 
the subject is largely explained,) yet here it evidently 
means also such as are under Divine inspiration, and 
foretold future events. This was certainly the case 
with Agabus, ver. 28, though, perhaps, his ordinary 
character was that of a teacher or preacher. It seems 
from various scriptures, Rom. xii., 1 Cor. xiii. and 
xiv., that the prophets of the New Testament were— 
1. Teachers or preachers in general. 2. Persons 
who, on special occasions, were under the influence of 
the Divine Spirit, and then foretold certain future 
events. 3. Persons who recited hymns to the honour 
of God in the public assemblies of the Christians. 4. 
Persons who prayed in those assemblies, having some- 
times the gift of tongues, at other times not. From 
Ephes. ii. 20, and iii. 5, we learn that the prophets 
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of the Christian Church were inferior to the apos- 
tles ; but, from ver. 11 of Eph. iv., we see that they 
were superior to all other teachers, even to evangelists 
and pastors. 

Verse 28. Agabus] This prophet, of whom we 
know nothing, is once more mentioned, chap. xxi. 10. 
He was probably a Jew, but whether converted now 
to Christianity we cannot tell. 

Great dearth throughout all the world] The words 
ed’ dAnv tyv otxouperny probably here mean the land of 
Judea; though sometimes by this phrase the whole 
Roman empire is intended. In the former sense the 
disciples appear to have understood it, as the next 
verse informs us; for they determined to send relief 
to their brethren in Judea, which they could not have 
done had the famine been general. It does not ap- 
pear that they expected it to extend even to Antioch 
in Syria, where they then were, else they would have 
thought of making provision for themselves. 

It is wel! known from history that there were seve- 
ral famines in the reign of Claudius. Dion Cassius, 
lib. Ix., mentions a severe famine in the first and second 
year of the reign of Claudius, which was sorely felt in 
Rome itself. This famine, it is supposed, induced 
Claudius to build a port at Ostia, for the more regular 
supply of Rome with provisions. 

A second famine happened about the fourth year of 
this reign, which continued for several years, and 
greatly afflicted the Jand of Judea. Several authors 
notice this, but particularly Josephus, An#. lib. xx. 
cap. 5, sect. 2, where, having mentioned Tiberius 
Alexander as succeeding to the procuratorship in the 
place of Cusprus Fadus, he says that, “during the 
government of these procurators, a great famine afflict- 
ed Judea.” Eve tovtoug dy Kat Tov weyav Aiuov Kata 
thv lovdarav ovveBn yevecbat. 

A third famine is mentioned by Eusebius, in An. 
Abrahami, which commences with the calends of Oc- 
tober, A. D. 48, which was so powerful “ in Greece 
that a modius (about half a bushel of grain) was sold 
for six drachms,” about three shillings and sixpence 
English. Vid. used. in Chron. edit. Scalig. The 
same author mentions another famine in Rome, in the 
tenth year of Claudius, of which Orosius gives the de- 
tails, lib. vii. 

A fourth famine, which took place in the eleventh 
year of Claudius, is mentioned by Tacitus, Annal. lib. 
xii. sect. 43, in which there was so great a dearth of 
provisions, and famine in consequence, that it was 
esteemed a Divine judgment. Frugum quoque egestas, 
et orta ex ea fames, in prodigium accipiebatur. At 
this time, the same author tells us, that in all the stores 
of Rome there were no more than fifteen days’ provi- 
sion ; and, had not the winter been uncommonly mild, 
the utmost distress and misery must have prevailed. 
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termined to send ° relief unto the 
brethren which dwelt in Judea: 
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CHAP. XI. 


their brethren in Judea 


30 © Which 

and sent it to the elders by 
the hands of Barnabas and 
Saul. 


also they “did, 45 9% 


An. Olymp. 
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It may now be inquired, to which of these famines 
in the reign of Claudius does the prophecy of Agabus 
refer? Most learned men are of opinion that the 
famine of which Agabus prophesied was that mention- 
ed above, which took place ‘n the fourth year of this 
emperor. A. D. 47. This famine is particularly 
mentioned by Josephus, Ant. lib. xx. cap. 2, sect. 5, 
who deseribes it as “a very great famine, in which 
many died for want of food.”—‘ That Helena, queen 
of Adiabene, who had embraced the Jewish religion, 
sent some of her servants to Alexandria, to buy a great 
quantity of corn ; and others of them to Cyprus, to buy 
a cargo of dried figs, which she distributed to those 
who were in want.” And incap. 5, sect. 2, he says that 
this happened “ when Tiberius Alexander succeeded 
Cuspius Fadus ; and that under these procurators the 
famine happened in which Queen Helena, at a vast ex- 
pense, procured relief to the Jews.” Dr. Hudson’s 
note on this passage in Josephus deserves to be copied : 
“ This,” says he, “is that famine foretold by Agabus, 
Acts xi. 28, which happened when Claudius was con- 
sul the fourth time, (A. D. 47,) and not that which 
happened when Claudius was consul the second time, 
and Cecina was his colleague, (A. D. 42,) as Sca- 
liger says, upon Eusebius, p. 174. Now when Jose- 
phus had said, a little after, cap. 5, sect. 2, that 
Tiberius Alexander succeeded Cuspius Fadus as pro- 
curator, he immediately subjoins, wnder these procu- 
rators there happened a great famine in Judea.” From 
this it is evident that this famine must have continued 
several years, as it existed under doth these procura- 
tors. Fadus, says Mr. Whiston, was not sent into 
Judea till after the death of Agrippa, i. e. towards the 
end of the fourth year of Claudius, in the end of A. D. 
44, or beginning of 45. So that this famine, foretold 
by Agabus, happened on the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
years of Claudius, A. D. 45, 46, and 47. See Whis- 
ton’s Josephus; and see Krebs’ Observat. in Nov. 
Test. on this place. 

Verse 29. Then the disciples—determined to send 
relief] These were probably Gentile converts; and as 
they considered themselves receiving the spiritual 
blessings, which they now so happily enjoyed, through 
the means of the Christians in Judea, they resolved to 
communicate to them a portion of their temporal goods; 
and every man did this according to his ability, i. e. 
he gave a certain proportion of the property with which 
the providence of God had entrusted him. The com- 
munity of goods had for some time ceased. 

Verse 30. And sent it to the elders] These probably 
mean those who first believed on Christ crucified, 
either of the seventy disciples mentioned Luke, chap. 
x., or the one hundred and twenty mentioned, chap. i. 
15, or the seven deacons, chap. vi. 5. Some have 
divided the primitive disciples into three classes: 1. 
The avrorra:, those who were eye witnesses. 2. The 


of the apostles’ preaching. 3. The dcadoyor, those 
who were the successors of the preceding, from whom 
they had received the doctrines of the Gospel. It is 
likely the deacons are meaut, whose office it was to 
take care of the poor. See chap. vi. 1, &c. 


1. Amone many highly interesting subjects which 
have come under review in the preceding chapter, 
we must have particularly noticed, 1. The care the 
Church of Christ took to have young converts con- 
firmed in the truths they had received, and built up on 
their most holy faith, ver. 22. It was indispensably 
necessary that a foundation should be laid; and it was 
not less so that a proper superstructure should be rais- 
ed. For this work, it was requisite that different gifts 
and talents should be employed, and Barnabas and Saul 
must be sent to confirm in the faith those whom the 
disciples, who had been scattered by the persecution 
raised about Stephen, had converted to Christ, ver. 
19-22. It is a great thing to have souls converted 
to the Lord; it is greater to have them built up on 
their most holy faith ; and few persons, even among the 
ministers of Christ, have talents for both. Even when 
Paut planted, it required APoLuos to water. A frequent 
interchange of godly ministers in the Church of Christ 
is of the utmost consequence to its stability and increase. 

2. It appears that CurisTians was the first general 
appellative of the followers of our blessed Lord; and 
there is presumptive evidence, as we have seen, that 
this appellative came by Divine appointment. How 


_very few of those who profess this religion are satis- 


fied with this title! That very Church that arrogates 
all to itself has totally abandoned this title, and its 
members call themselves Roman Catholics, which is 
absurd ; because the adjective and substantive include 
opposite ideas : catholic signifies universal ; and Ro- 
man signifies of or belonging to Rome. If it be merely 
Roman, it cannot be catholic ; if it be catholic, it can- 
not be confined to Rome; but it is not catholic nor 
universal, in any sense of the word, for it contains but 
a small part of the people who profess Christianity. 
The term Protestant has more common sense in it; 
but not much more piety. Almost all sects and parties 
proceed in the same line; but Christian is a title sel- 
dom heard of, and the spirit and practice of Christianity 
but rarely occur. When all return to the spirit of the 
Gospel, they will probably resume the appellative of 
Christians. 

3. An early fruit of Christianity was mercy to the 
poor; and especially to the poor followers of Christ. 
He has left the poor ever with us, as his representa- 
tives, to exercise our bowels of commiseration, and 
thus teach us to feel and practise mercy. To every 
man professing Christianity, the religion of Jesus 
Christ says most authoritatively, With every man who 
is pinched by poverty, share what the providence of 


anapyat, those who were the first fruits, or converts | God has nol made absolutely necessary for thy own 
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Herod kills James, and 


support, What God has given us more than we need 
1s entrusted to us for the benefit of those that are in 
poverty and affliction. He who can, and does not, 
help the poor, is a disgrace to Christianity ; and he who 
does not lend his hand for the support of the cause of 


THE ACTS. 


casts Peter into prison 


God is a worthless member of the Church of Christ. 
He who shows no mercy shall have judgment without 
mercy. And he who spends in pampering the flesh 
what should be given to the poor shall have a fearful 
account to give in the day of the Lord. 


CHAPTER XII, 


Herod persecutes the Christians, 1. 
makes incessant prayer for his deliverance, 5. 
6-10. 

>» was delivered, 11-17. 
to be put to death, 18, 19. 
mission, 20, 
smites him, and he dies a miserable death, 21-23. 


Kills James, 2. 
An angel of God opens the prison doors and leads him out, 
Peter rejoices, and comes ta the house of Mary, where many were praying, and declares how he 
The soldiers who kept the prison are examined by Herod, and he commands them 
Herod is enraged against the people of Tyre, bul is appeased by their sub- 
He makes an oration ta the people, receives idolatrous praises, and an angel of the Lord 


And casts Peter into prison, 3, 4. The Church 


The word of God increases, 24. Barnabas and Saul, 


having fulfilled their ministry, return from Jerusalem accompanied by John Mark, 25. 


Sat Cv Now about that time Herod|were °the days of unleavened 4,M. cit. 4048. 
An. Olymp. the king ® stretched forth Azs | bread, An. Olymp. 


ir. CCV. 4. 5 
eee hands to vex certain of the Church, 


2 And he killed James » the brother of John 
with the sword, 

3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded farther to take Peter also, Then 


a Or, began. b Matt. iv, 21; xx. 23, 


4 And @when he had appre. SS 


hended him, he put ham in prison, and de- 
livered fim to four quaternions of soldiers to 
keep him; intending after Easter to bring 
him forth to the people. 


¢ Exod. xii. 14, 15; xxiii. 15. 4 John xxi. 18. 


ee 


NOTES ON CHAP, XII. 

Verse 1. Herod the king] This was Herod 
Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, and grandson of 
Herod the Great ; he was nephew to Herod Antipas, 
who beheaded John the Baptist, and brother to Hero- 
dias. He was made king by the Emperor Caligula, 
and was put in possession of all the territories formerly 
held by his uncle Philip and by Lysanias ; viz. Iturea, 
Trachonitis, Abilene, with Gaulonitis, Batanea, and 
Penias. To these the Emperor Claudius afterwards 
added Judea and Samaria ; which were nearly all the 
dominions possessed by his grandfather, Herod the 
Great. See Luke iii. 1; see also an account of the 
Herod family, in the note on Matt. ii. 1. 

To vex certain of the Church.] That is, to destroy 
its chief ornaments and supports. 

Verse 2. He killed James the brother of John with 
the sword.] This was James the greater, son of Zebe- 
dee, and must be distinguished from James the less, 
son of Alpheus. ‘This latter was put to death by 
Ananias the high priest, during the reign of Nero. 
This James with his brother John were those who 
requested to sit on the right and left hand of our Lord, 
see Matt. xx. 23; and our Lord’s prediction was now 
fulfilled in one of them, who by his martyrdom drank 
of our Lord’s cup, and was baptized with his baptism. 
By the death of James, the number of the apostles was 
xeduced to eleven; and we do not find that ever it was 
filled up. The apostles never had any suceessors: God 
has continued their doctrine, but not their orden, 

By killing with the sword we are to understand be- 
heading Among the Jews there were four kinds of 
deaths: 1. Stoning; 2. burning ; 3. killing with the 
sword, ox beheading ; me 4. strangling, The third 

wl 


was a Roman as well as a Jewish mode of punish- 
ment. Killing with the sword was the punishment 
which, according to the Talmud, was inflicted on those 
who drew away the people to any strange worship, 
Sanhedr. fol. iii. James was probably accused of this, 
and hence the punishment mentioned in the text. 

Verse 3. He proceeded—to take Peter also.| He 
supposed that these two were pillars on which the in- 
fant cause rested ; and that, if these were removed, the 
building must necessarily come down. 

The days of unleavened bread.| About the latter 
end of March or beginning of April ; but whether in the 
third or fourth year of the Emperor Claudius, or earlier 
or later, cannot be determined, 

Verse 4. Four quaternions of soldiers] That is, 
sixteen, or four companies of four men each. who had 
the care of the prison, eacn company taking in turn 
one of the four watches of the night. 

Intending after Easter to bring him forth] Mera 
to macya, After the passover. Perhaps there never 
was a more unhappy, not to say absurd, translation than 
that in our text. But, before I come to explain the 
word, it is necessary to observe that our term called 
Easter is not exactly the same with the Jewish passover. 
This festival is always held on the fourteenth day of the 
first vernal full moon ; but the Easter of the Christians, 
never till the next Sabbath after said full moon ; and, to 
avoid all conformity with the Jews in this matter, if the 
fourteenth day of the first vernal full moon happen on 
a Sabbath, then the festival of Faster is deferred till the 
Sabbath following. The first yernal moon is that 
whose fourteenth day is either on the day of the ver- 
nal equinox, or the next fourteenth day after it. The 
vernal equinox, according to a decyee of the council 


Peter is delivered out CHAP. XII. of prison by an angel. 
anne hig 5 Peter therefore was kept in| 8 And the angel said unto him, 4M) ciz. 4048. 
An. Olymp. prison : but © prayer was made|Gird thyself, and bind on thy An. Olymp. 


without ceasing of the Church 
unto God for him. 

6 And when Herod would have brought 
him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping 
between two soldiers, bound with two chains : 
and the keepers before the door kept the 
prison. 

7 And, behold, ‘the angel of the Lord came 
upon him, and a light shined in the prison: 
and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him 
up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains 
fell off from Azs hands. 


€ Or, instant and earnest prayer was made ; 2 Cor. i.11; Eph. vi. 
18; 1 Thess. v. 17. 


of Nice, is fixed to the 21st day of March; and there- 
fore the first vernal moon is that whose fourteenth day 
falls upon the 21st of March, or the first fourteenth 
day after. Hence it appears that the next Sabbath 
after the fourteenth day of the vernal moon, which is 
called the Paschal term, is always Easter day. And, 
therefore, the earliest Paschal term being the 21st of 
March, the 22d of March is the earliest Easter pos- 
sible ; and the 18th of April being the latest Paschal 
term, the seventh day after, that is the 25th of April, 
is the latest Easter possible. 

The term Easter, inserted here by our translators, 
they borrowed from the ancient Anglo-Saxon service- 
books, or from the version of the Gospels, which al- 
ways translates the ro taoya of the Greek by this term; 
e. g. Matt. xxvi. 2: Ye know that after two days ts 
the feast of the passover. pite ge dat epcen cpam dagum 
beod Eapcno. UBite ge that aefter twam Daguim beoth 
FZastvo. Ibid. ver. 19: And they made ready the 
passover. and hig gegeanpodon hym €apcen-denunga,— 
And hig gegearwovon bpm Baster-thenunga (i. e. the 
paschal supper.) Prefixed to Matt. xxviii. 1, are these 
words; Dyyyeealon Eayten epen. This part to be read 
on Easter even. And, before ver. 8, these words: 
Dyr poeab on pmigedHzZ on Spe odpe Eayepe-pucan. Mark 
xiv. 12: And the first day of unleavened bread when 
they killed the passover. 
pum, da hi €apcpon ofFnodon. 


And bam Fompman d&ze azimo= 

And tham forman Daege 
azimorum, tha pf Gastron offrovon. Other examples 
occur in this version. Wiclif used the word paske, 
i. e. passover; but Tindal, Coverdale, Becke, and 
Cardmarden, following the old Saxon mode of trans- 
lation, insert Easter: the Geneva Bible very properly 
renders it the passover. The Saxon €apcen, €artne, 
€arcno, Carcna, and €artpon, are different modes of 
spelling the name of the goddess Easter, whose festi- 
val was celebrated by our pagan forefathers on the 
month of April; hence that month, in the Saxon ca- 
lendar, is called €aycen-monat, Easter month. Every 
view we can take of this subject shows the gross im- 
propriety of retaining a name every way exceptionable, 
and palpably avsurd. 


sandals. And so he did. And "°°" *_ 


he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about 
thee, and follow me. 

9 And he went out, and followed him; and 
® wist not that it was true which was done by 
the angel; but thought > he saw a vision. 

10 When they were past the first and the 
second ward, they came unto the iron gate that 
leadeth unto the city ; ' which opened to them 
of his own accord: and they went out, and 
passed on through one street; and forthwith 
the angel departed from him. 


£ Chapter v. 19.—— Psa. exxvi. 1—— Chapter x. 3, 17; xi. 5. 
i Chap. xvi. 26. 


Greek word exrevy¢ signifies both fervour and earnest- 
ness, as well as perseverance. ‘These prayers of the 
Church produced that miraculous interference men- 
tioned below, and without which Peter could not have 
thus escaped from the hands of this ruthless king. 

Verse 6. Sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains} Two soldiers guarded his person; his 
right hand being bound to the left hand of one, and his 
left hand bound to the right hand of the other. This 
was the Roman method of guarding their prisoners, 
and appears to be what is intimated in the text. 

Verse 7. .Smote Peter on the side} He struck him 
in such a way as was just sufficient to awake him from 
his sleep. 

His chains fell off from his hands.] The chains 
mentioned above, by which he was bound to the two 
soldiers. 

Verse 8. Gird thyself] It seems Peter had put 
off the principal part of his clothes, that he might sleep 
with more comfort. His resuming all that he had 
thrown off was a proof that every thing had been done 
leisurely. There was no evidence of any hurry; nor 
of any design to elude justice, or even to avoid meet- 
ing his accusers in any legal way. It appears that 
the two soldiers were overwhelmed by a deep sleep, 
which fell upon them from God. 

Verse 9. He—wist not] He knew not; from the 
Anglo-Saxon, piytan, or pican, to know. He supposed 
himself to be in a dream. 

Verse 10. The first and—second ward] It is sup- 
posed that ancient Jerusalem was surrounded by three 
walls: if so, then passing through the gates of these 
three walls successively is possibly what is meant by 
the expression in the text. The prison in which he 
was confined might have been that which was at the 
outer wall. 

Tron gate] This was in the innermost wall of the 
three, and was strongly plated over with iron, for the 
greater security. In the east, the gates are often thus 
secured to the present day. Pitts says so of the gates 
of Algiers; and Pocock, of some near Antioch. Per- 
haps this is all that is meant by the iron gate. One of 


Verse 5. Prayer was made without ceasing] The | the quaternions of soldiers was placed at each gate. 
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Peter comes to the house of Mary, THE 


as ee e a 11 And when Peter was come 
An. Olymp. to himself, he said, Now I know 
cir. CCV. 4, 


of a surety, that * the Lord hath 
sent his angel, and ! hath delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and from all the expecta- 
tion of the people of the Jews. 

12 And when he had considered the thing, 
™he came to the house of Mary, the mother 
of John, whose surname was Mark; where 
many were gathered together ° praying, 

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the 
gate, a damsel came ?to hearken, named 
Rhoda. 

K Psa. xxxiv..7; Dan. tii. 28; vi..22; Heb. i. 14.——! Job v. 


19; Psa. xxxiii. 18, 19; xxxiv. 22; xli. 2; xevii. 10; 2 Cor. 
i. 10; 2 Peter ii, 9 ——™ Chap. iv. 23. 


Which opened—of his own accord] Influenced by 
the unseen power of the angel, 

The angel departed from him.] Having brought 
him into a place in which he no longer needed his as- 
sistance. What is proper to God he always does: 
what is proper to man he requires Aim to perform. 

Verse 11. When Peter was come to himself | Every 
thing he saw astonished him; he could scarcely credit 
his eyes; he was in a sort of ecstasy ; and it was only 
when the angel left him that he was fully convinced 
that all was real. 

Now I know—that the Lord hath sent his angel] 
The poor German divine is worthy of pity, who en- 
deavoured to persuade himself and his countrymen 
that all this talk about the angel was mere illusion; 
that Peter was delivered in a way which he could not 
comprehend, and therefore was led to attribute to a 
particular providence of God what probably was done 
by the prefect of the prison, who favoured him! But 
it is the study of this writer to banish from the word 
of God all supernatural influence ; and to reduce even 
the miracles of Christ to simple operations of nature, 
or to the workings of imagination and the prejudices 
of a weak and credulous people. Such men should at 
once cast off the mask which so thinly covers their in- 
fidelity, and honestly avow themselves to be, what 
they are, the enemies of revelation in general, and of 
the Christian religion in particular. Peter could say, 
Now I know of a certainty that the Lord hath sent his 
angel, and delivered me, gc. No such thing, says 
Mr. E., Peter was deceived ; it was not the Lord, it 
was the prefect or some other person.—Now we know 
that Peter spake by the Holy Ghost; but we have no 
such testimony of Mr. E. nor of any of his associates. 

And all the expectation of the—Jews.] It seems 
they had built much on the prospect of having him 
sacrificed, as they already had James. 

Verse 12. And when he had considered] When 
he had weighed every thing, and was fully satisfied 
of the Divine interposition, he went to the house of 
Mary, the mother of John Mark, the author of the 
Gospel, where it appears many were gathered together 
making prayer and supplication, and prohably for Pe- 
ter’s release. 
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14 And when she knew Peter’s gat hae 
voice, she opened not the gate for An. Olymp. 
gladness; but ran in, and told —————__ 
how Peter stood before the gate. 

15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. 
But she constantly affirmed that it was ‘even 
so. Then said they, 4 It is his angel. 

16 But Peter continued knocking: and when 
they had opened the door, and saw him, they 
were astonished. 

17 But he, ™ beckoning unto them with the 
hand to hold their peace, declared unto them 
how the Lord had brought him out of the pri- 


where the aiscuples are praying 


Chap. xv. 37. ° Ver. 5.—POr, to ask who was there. 
4 Gen, xlviii, 16; Matt, xvii, 10.—"Chap, xili. 16; xix. 33; 
xxi. 40. 


Verse 13. As Peter knocked] The door was pro- 
bably shut for fear of the Jews; and, as most of the 
houses in the east have an area before the door, it 
might have been at this outer gate that Peter stood 
knocking. 

A damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda.| She 
came to inquire who was there. Rhoda signifies a 
rose; and it appears to have been customary with the 
Jews, as Grotius and others remark, to give the names 
of flowers and trees to their daughters : thus Susannah 
signifies a lily, Hadassah, a myrtle, Tamar, a palm 
tree, &c., &c. 

Verse 15. It is his angel.| It was a common opinion 
among the Jews that every man has a guardian angel, 
and in the popish Church it is an article of faith. The 
Jews also believed that angels often assumed the like 
ness of particular persons. They have many stories 
of the appearance of Elijah in the likeness of different 
rabbins. As ayyedog signifies in general a messenger, 
whether Divine or human, some have thought that the 
angel or messenger here means a servant or person 
which the disciples supposed was sent from Peter to 
announce something of importance to the brethren: it 
was also an opinion among the Jews, even in the time 
of the apostles, as appears from Philo, that the depart- 
ed souls of good men officiated as ministering angels ; 
and it is possible that the disciples at Mary’s house 
might suppose that Peter had been murdered in the 
prison ; and that his spirit was now come to announce 
this event, or give some particular warning to the 
Church. 

Verse 17. Declared—how the Lord had brought him 
out of the prison,] He still persisted in the belief that 
his deliverance was purely supernatural. It seems that 
some modern critics could have informed him of his 
mistake. See ver. 11. 

Show these things unto James, and to the brethren] 
That is, in one word, show them to the Church, at the 
head af which James undoubtedly was; as we may 
clearly understand by the part he took in the famous 
council held at Jerusalem, relative to certain differ- 
ences between the believing Jews and Gentiles, See 
chap. xv. 13-21. There is still no supremacy for 
Peter, He who was bishop or overseer of the Church 
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Herod is greatly displeased, when 


A.M. cir. 4048. 
A. D. cir. 44, 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 4, 


son. And he said, Go, show 
these things unto James, and to 
the brethren. And he departed, 
and went into another place. 

18 Now as soon as it was day, there was 
no small stir among the soldiers, what was 
become of Peter. 

19 And when Herod had sought for him, 
and found him not, he examined the keepers, 
and commanded that they should be put to 
death. And he went down from Judea to 
Cesarea, and there abode. 

20 4 And Herod * was highly displeased 


CHAP. XII. 


he hears of the escape of Peter. 

with them of Tyre and Sidon: 4-M. cir. 4048. 
; A. D. cir. 44, 
but they came with one accord An. Olymp. 
cir. CCY. 4. 


to him; and, having made Blastus 
‘the king’s chamberlain their friend, desired 
peace ; because "their country was nourished 
by the king’s country. 

21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in 
royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made 
an oration unto them. 

22 And the people gave a shout, say- 
ing, It is the voice of a god, and not of a 
man. 

23 And immediately the angel of the Lord 


5 Or, bare an hostile mind, intending war. 'Gr. that was over 


at Jerusalem was certainly at the head of the whole 
Church of God at this time ; but James was then bishop 
or inspector of the Church at Jerusalem, and, conse- 
quently, was the only visible head then upon earth. 

He departed—into another place.| Some popish wri- 
ters say that he went to Rome, and founded a Christian 
Church there. Those who can believe any thing may 
believe this. Where he went we know not; but it is 
probable that he withdrew for the present into a place 
of privacy, till the heat of the inquiry was over relative 
to his escape from the prison; for he saw that Herod 
was intent on his death. 

Verse 19. Commanded that they should be put to 
death.| He believed, or pretended to believe, that the 
escape of Peter was owing to the negligence of the 
keepers: jailers, watchmen, &c., ordinarily suffered 
the same kind of punishment which should have been 
inflicted on the prisoner whose escape they were sup- 
posed to have favoured. 

He went down from Judea to Cesarea] How soon he 
went down, and how long he stayed there, we know not. 

Verse 20. Highly displeased with them of Tyre] On 
what account Herod was thus displeased is not related 
by any historian, as far as I have been able to ascer- 
tain. Josephus, who speaks of this journey of Herod 
to Cesarea, says nothing of it; and it is useless for us 
to conjecture. 

Having made Blastus—their friend] Blastus was 
probably a eunuch, and had considerable influence over 
his master Herod; and, to reach the master, it is likely 
they dribed the chamberlain. 

Desired peace). The Tyrians and Sidonians being 
equally subjects of the Roman government with the in- 
habitants of Galilee, Herod could not go to war with 
them; but, being irritated against them, he might pre- 
yent their supplies: they therefore endeavoured to be 
on peaceable, i. e. friendly, terms with him. 

Their country was nourished by the king’s country.] 
That is, they had all their supplies from Galilee; for 
Tyre and Sidon, being places of trade and commerce, 
with little territory, were obliged to have all their pro- 
visions from the countries under Herod’s jurisdiction. 
This had been the case even from the days of Solo- 
mon, as we learn from 1 Kings v. 11; where it is 
said that Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand mea- 


the king’s bed-chamber. 


4) Kings v. 9, 11; Ezek. xxvii. 17. 


sures of wheat, for food to his household ; and twenty 
measures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram 
year by year. See also Ezek. xxvii. 17. 

Verse 21. Upon a set day, gc.) A day on which 
games, &c., were exhibited in honour of the Roman 
emperor. What this refers to, we learn from Jose- 
phus. ‘ Herod, having reigned three years over ALL 
Judea, (he had reigned over the tetrarchy of his bro- 
ther Philip four years before this,) went down to Ce- 
sarea, and there exhibited shows and games in honour 
of Claudius, and made vows for his health. On the 
second day of these shows, he put on a garment made 
wholly of silver, and of a contexture most truly won- 
derful, and came into the theatre early in the morning ; 
at which time the silver of his garment, being illumi- 
nated by the first reflection of the sun’s rays, shone 
out after a surprising manner, and was so resplendent 
as to spread a horror over those who looked intently 
upon him; and presently his flatterers cried ont, one 
from one place, and another from another, ‘ He is a 
god: and they added, ‘ Be thou merciful to us, for 
although we have hitherto reverenced thee only as a 
man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior lo 
mortal nature.’ Nor did the king rebuke them, nor 
reject their impious flattery. But, looking up, he saw 
an owl on a certain rope over his head, and immedi- 
ately conceived that this bird was to him a messenger 
of ill tidings; and he fell into the deepest sorrow ; a 
severe pain also arose in his bowels, and he died after 
five days’ severe illness.” This is the sum of the 
account given by Josephus, Ant. lib. xix. cap. 8, 
sect. 2. [See Whiston’s edition.] Notwithstanding 
the embellishments of the Jewish historian, it agrees 
in the main surprisingly with the account given here 
by St. Luke. . Josephus, it is true, suppresses some 
circumstances which would have been dishonourable to 
this impious king ; and, according to his manner, puts 
a speech in Herod’s mouth, when he found himself 
struck with death, expressive of much humility and 
contrition. But this speech is of no authority. When 
Josephus takes up and pursues the thread of mere his- 
torical narration, he may be safely trusted ; but when- 
ever he begins to embellish, or put speeches in the 
mouths of his actors, he is no longer to be credited. 
He even here transforms an angel of the Lord into an 
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Herod is smitten of God and dies. 


A.M. cir. 4048. v smote him, because “ he gave not 
An. Olymp. God the glory : and he was eaten 
cir. CCV, 4. 


of worms, and gave up the ghost. 
24 Y But * the word of God grew and mul- 
tiplied. 


¥] Sam. xxv. 38; 2 Sam. xxiv. 17.—w Psa. exv. 1. x Isa. 


iv. Ls chap: view; x1x-20'; Coll 1.76. 


owl, and introduces it most improbably into his narra- 
tion; as if an owl, a bird of all others that can least 
bear the light, should come and perch on the pavilion 
of the king, when the sun was shining with the most 
resplendent rays ! 

Verse 23. The angel of the Lord smote him] His 
death was most evidently a judgment from God. 

Because he gave not God the glory| He did not 
rebuke his flatterers, but permitted them to give him 
that honour that was due to God alone. See on ver. 21. 

And was eaten of worms] Whether this was the 
morbus pedicularis, or whether a violent inflammation 
of his bowels, terminating in putrefaction, did not actu- 
ally produce worms, which, for several days, swarmed 
in his infected entrails, we cannot tell. It is most 
likely that this latter was the case ; and this is at once 
more agreeable to the Jetter of the text, and to the 
circumstances of the case as related by Josephus. 

And gave up the ghost.| ‘That is, he died of the 
disorder by which he was then seized, after having lin- 
gered, in excruciating torments, for five days, as Jose- 
phus has stated. Antiochus Epiphanes and Herod the 
Great died of the same kind of disease. See the obser- 
vations at the end of chap. i. relative to the death of Judas. 

Verse 24. But the word of God] The Christian 
doctrine preached by the apostles grew and multiplied — 
became more evident, and had daily accessions; for 
the spirit of revelation rested on those men, and God 
was daily adding to that word as circumstances re- 
quired, in order to complete that testimony of his which 
we now find contained in the New Testament. As 
there is in the original an allusion to the vegetation of 
grain, (yvsave, tt grew, as corn grows, the stalk and 
the ear; Kat exAnOvveto, it was multiplied, as the corn 
is in the full ear,) there is probably a reference to the 
parable of the sowrr and his seed; for the seed is the 
word of God, and the doctrine of the kingdom. It 
was liberally sown; it grew vigorously, and became 
greatly multiplied. And why? Because it was the 
word, the doctrine of God—there was no corruption 
in it; and because God watered it with the dew of 
heaven from on high. 

Verse 25. Returned from Jerusalem] That is, to 
Antioch, after the death of Herod. 

When they had fulfilled their ministry] When they 
had carried the alms of the Christians at Antioch to 
the poor saints at Jerusalem, according to what is 
mentioned, chap. xi. 29, 30, to support them in the 
time of the coming famine. 
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The word of God increases. 

25 9 And Barnabas and Saul Be ee eo. 
returned from Jerusalem, when An. Olymp. 
cir. CCV. 4, 


they had fulfilled thezr ¥ minis- 
try, and * took with them * John, whose sur- 
name was Mark. 


Y Or, charge, chap. xi. 29, 30. z Chap. xiii. 5, 13; xv. 37. 
aVer. 12. 


And took with them John, whose surname was Mark.} 
This was the son of Mary, mentioned ver. 12. He 
accompanied the apostles to Cyprus, and afterwards in 
several of their voyages, till they came to Perga in 
Pamphylia. Finding them about to take a more exten- 
sive voyage, he departed from them. See the case, 
chap. xiii. 13, and xv. 37-40. 


1. Wuen the nature, spirit, and tendency of Chris- 
tianity are considered, we may well be astonished that 
it should ever find a persecutor among the souls it was 
designed to instruct and save! Devils can have no 
part in it, and therefore we may naturally expect them, 
through envy and malice, to oppose it; but that men, 
for whose use and salvation the wisdom and mercy of 
God made it, should reject its offers of mercy, and 
persecute to death those who proclaimed it, is the most 
unaccountable thing that can be conceived. What a 
proof is this of mere maliciousness, where the perse- 
cutor not only serves no self-interest by it, but des- 
troys, as far as he can, all that could promote his own 
present and eternal happiness! This argues such 
blindness of understanding, hardness of heart, and de- 
rangement of mind, as can be accounted for only on 
the supposition of a nature totally fallen from God, 
righteousness, and truth. The Jews crucify Christ, 
and martyr Stephen ; and Herod murders James; and 
both join together to persecute the followers of Christ 
and destroy his cause. Reader, consider the conse- 
quences : this dad people were permitted to remain till 
they had filled up the measure of their iniquity, and 
were then cut off by a most terrible judgment; and 
Herod was visited for his transgressions in such a 
most awful way as strongly marked the displeasure of 
God against persecutors. If a man contend with a 
man, the contest is in a certain way egual—the pot- 
sherds strive with the potsherds of the earth ; but when 
aman enters the lists against his Maker, as every 
persecutor does, wo unto that man!—he must be torn 
in pieces, when there is none to deliver. 

2. How true is the saying, there is neither counsel 
nor might against the Lord! In the midst of all 
troubles and afflictions, that kingdom of heaven which 
is like a grain of mustard seed grew and increased, 
and became a mighty tree which is now filling the 
whole earth, and fowl of every wing are flying to lodge 
in its branches. Ride on, and be thou prosperous, 
O Christ! We wish thee good luck with thine 
honour, 

I 


Saul and Barnabas are set CHAP. XIII. apart to the work of the Lord 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Of the prophets and teachers in the Church of Antioch, 1. 
appoints Saul and Barnabas to a particular work, 2, 3. They depart, and travel to Seleucia, Cyprus, 
and Salamis, preaching in the Jewish synagogues, 4,5. At Paphos they meet with Bar-Jesus or Elymas, 
a Jewish sorcerer, who endeavoured to prevent the deputy of the island from receiving the Christian faith, 
6-8. Saul, for the first time called Paul, denounces the judgments of God upon him, and he is struck 
blind, 9-11. The deputy, seeing this, is confirmed in the faith, 12. Paul and his company leave Paphos, 
and come to Pamphylia, where John Mark leaves them, and returns to Jerusalem, 13. Paul and Barnabas 
proceed to Antioch; and, coming into a synagogue of the Jews, are requested by the rulers of it to preach 
to the people, 14,15. Paul preaches, and proves that Jesus is the Christ, 16-41. The Gentiles desire 
the sermon to be preached to them the next Sabbath, and many of the Jews and proselytes receive the 
Christian faith, 42,43. The next Sabbath the whole city attend; and the Jews, filled with envy, contra- 
dict and blaspheme, 44, 45. Paul and Barnabas with great boldness show that, by the order of God, the 
Gospel was to be preached first to them; but, seeing they had rejected it, it should now be taken from 


By command of the Holy Spirit the Church 


them, and sent to the Gentiles, 46, 47. 


Holy Ghost, 51, 52. 


aes okies OW there were *in the Church 
An. Olymp. that was at Antioch. certain 


ein COVE. V. 
——____— prophets and teachers; as » Bar- 


nabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and 
* Iucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, 4 which had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and 
Saul, 


The Gentiles rejoice and receive the truth, 48, 49. 
raise a persecution against the apostles, and expel them, 50. 


The Jews 
They come to Iconium, full of joy and the 


2 As they ministered to the ft cir, 4049. 
cits 40. 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, *° Separate me Barnabas and = 
Saul for the work ‘ whereunto I have called them. 
3 And £ when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away. 


a Chap. xi. 27; xiv. 26; xv. 35. Chap. xi. 22-26. © Rom. 
xvi. 21,—-4 Or, Herod’s foster-brother—e Num. viii. 14; chap. 
Pesos xxit-o) > kom. 1. 1: Gal. i. 15'so. 9, 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIII. 

Verse 1. Certain prophets and teachers] Upodnrat 
kat dvdackaAo:. It is probable that these were not 
distinct offices: both might be vested in the same 
persons. By prophets we are to understand, when 
the word is taken simply, persons who were frequently 
inspired to predict future events; and by éeachers, 
persons whose ordinary office was to instruct the 
people in the Christian doctrine. These also, to be 
properly qualified for the office, must have been 
endued with the influence of the Holy Spirit; for, as 
but a very small portion of the Scriptures of the New 
Testament could have as yet been given, it was 
necessary that the teachers should derive much of 
their own teaching by immediate revelation from God. 
On prophets and teachers, see the note on chap. xi. 27. 

Barnabas} Of whom see before, chap. xi. 22-24. 

Simeon—Niger] Or Simeon the Black, either be- 
cause of his complexion, or his hair. It was on reasons 
of this kind that surnames, surnoms, name upon name 
were first imposed. 
is known. 

Lucius of Cyrene] See chap. xi. 20. 

Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod] 
Our margin has given the proper meaning of the 
original word cvytpodoc, a foster-brother ; i. e. Manaen 
was the son of the woman who nursed Herod Antipas; 
and the son, also, whose milk the young Herod shared. 
Of a person whose name was Manaen or Menahem, 
and who was in the court of Herod, we read several 
things in the Jewish writers. TPhey say- that this 


man had the gift of prophecy, and that he told Herod, | their work. 
1 


Of this Simeon nothing farther’ 


f Matthew ix. 38; chapter xiv. 26; Romans x. 15; Eph. iii. 
7, 8; 1 Timothy ii. 7; 2 Timothy i. 11; Hebrews v. 4. 
& Chapter vi. 6. 


when he was but a child, that he would be king. 
When Herod became king he sent for him to his 
court, and held him in great estimation. It might 
have been the son of this Menahem of whom St. Luke 
here speaks. Dr. Lightfoot has shown this to be at 
least possible. 

Verse 2. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted] 
On Mondays and Thursdays it was usual with the 
more pious Jews to attend the public service in their 
synagogues, and to fast: the former is what we are 
to understand by ministering to the Lord. On the 
Sabbaths they attended the service in the synagogue, 
but did not fast. The Greek word, Aectovpyovvrwr, 
signifies performing the office of praying, supplicating, 
rendering thanks, &c.: hence the word Aectepyca, 
liturgy, the work of prayer, &c., from duty, supplica- 
tion, according to some ; or rather from Aevtoc, common, 
and epyov, work, the common or public work, in which 
all the people were engaged. 

The Holy Ghost said| A revelation of the Divine 
will was made to some person then present ; probably 
to either Simeon, or Lucius, or Manaen, mentioned 
before. 

Separate me Barnabas and Saul] Consecrate, or 
set them apart, for the particular work whereunto I 
have called them. How this was done, we find in the 
next verse. 

Verse 3. And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them] 1. They fasted: this 
was probably done by the whole Church. 2. They 
prayed, that God would bless and prosper them in 
3. They laid hands upon them; thus 
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Saul and Barnabas preach in 


A.M. cir. 4049. 
A. D. cir. 45. 
An. Olymp. 
2m CONE) Seleucia; and from thence they 
sailed to * Cyprus. 
5 And when they were at Salamis, ‘ they 


preached the word of God in the synagogues 


h Chap. iv. 36.—— Ver. 46. 


solemnly appointing them to that particular work. But 
was it by this fasting, praying, and imposition of hands 
that these men were qualified for this work? No. 
God had already called them to it, ver. 2, and he who 
called them had qualified them. Both their call and 
their qualification came from God; but he chose that 
they should have also the sanction of that Church of 
which they had been members ; and therefore he said, 
Separate me, gc. The ordination of elders among 
the Jews was by three persons; and here we find 
three, Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen, ordaining two 
others, Barnabas and Saul. But how did the Jews 
ordain? Not by imposition of hands: this is strictly 
forbidden, see Maimon. Sanh. chap. 4. “ After what 
manner is the ordaining of elders forever? Not that 
they should lay their hands on the head of an elder; 
but only that they should call him Radi, and say to 
him, Behold, thou art ordained, and hast power of 
judging, &c.” It is remarkable that the imposition of 
hands in the ordaining of elders was not used among 
the ancient Jews, probably never under the first tem- 
ple; and rarely, if ever, under the second. See 
Lightfoot on this place. The Church at Antioch, 
however, did depart from this custom: they put their 
hands on the heads of Barnabas and Saul ; thus desig- 
nating them to be the persons whom they, under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit, sent to preach the Gospel 
of Christ to the heathen. 

When the Holy Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them, 
and the elders of the Church, in consequence, prayed, 
fasted, and laid their hands upon them, they certainly 
understood that by acting thus they fulfilled the mind 
of the Spirit. Hence, is it not evident that, when the 
elders of the Church of God have good reason to be- 
lieve that He has called certain persons to the work 
of the ministry, and qualified them for that work, they 
should proceed as the elders of the Church of Antioch 
did ; and by fasting, prayer, and imposition of hands, 
separate those persons for the work whereunto God 
has called them. Such persons will consider them- 
selves accountable to GOD and his Church, and should 
take care how they use the gift and authority received 
from both. Is it not being wise above what is written 
to say, “ When God has called and given anthority, 
there is no need of ordination or appointment from 
man?” I would just ask the objector, Why, then, 
when God had called Barnabas and Saul to the work, 
did he command the Church to separate them to him 
for that very work? And why did they, in obedience, 
fast, pray, and lay hands upon them? J shall dispute 
with no man about the superior excellence of the 
eprscopal or presbyterian form in ordination; if all the 
preliminaries be right, they may be both equally good, 
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4 So they, being sent forth by | of the Jews : and they had “also 4% eae 
the Holy Ghost, departed unto |* John to thezr mister. 


the synagogues of the Jews. 


cir. 4049. 


An. Olymp. 
6 | And when they had gone sot See 
through the isle unto Paphos, they found a 
‘certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, 


whose name was Bar-Jesus : 


k Chap. xii. 25; xv. 37.——! Chap. viii. 9. 


for all that I have ever been able to learn to the con- 
trary ; but that there should be some proper scriptural 
form attended to, I am fully satisfied. Besides, if the 
plan of the Church at Antioch were regularly and 
faithfully followed, in sending forth the ministers of 
the Gospel, no man can prove that God would not 
own them in an especial manner, and more particularly 
prosper their work. But, O ye rulers of the Church! 
be careful, as ye shall answer it to God, never to lay 
hands on the head of a man whom ye have not just 
reason to believe God has called to the work; and 
whose eye is single, and whose heart is pure. Let 
none be sent to teach Christianity, who have not expe- 
rienced it to be the power of God to the salvation of 
their own souls. If ye do, though they have your 
authority, they never can have the blessing nor the 
approbation of God. “JZ sent them not: therefore 
they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lord.” 
Jer xxi, 32. 

Verse 4. Being sent forth by the Holy Ghost] By 
his influence, authority, and under his continual direc- 
tion. Without the first, they were not qualified to 
go; without the second, they had no authority to go; 
and without the ¢hird, they could not know where to go. 

Departed unto Seleucia] This is generally under- 
stood to be Seleucia of Pieria, the first city on the 
coast of Syria, coming from Cilicia; near the place 
where the river Orontes pours itself into the sea. 

They sailed to Cyprus.| A well known island in 
the Mediterranean Sea. See on chap. iv. 36. 

Verse 5. Salamis] The capital of the island of Cy- 
prus ; afterwards called Constantia, and now Salina, 
situated on the eastern part of the island. 

They preached the word of God] Tov Aoyor, The 
doctrine of God, the Christian religion, emphatically 
so called. 

They had also John to their minister.] This was 
John Mark, of whom we heard, chap. xii. 25 ;—for 
their minister, drnperny, to assist them in minor offices, 
as deacon or servant, that they might give themselves 
wholly to the doctrine of the Lord. 

Verse 6. Gone through the isle] ‘OAnv, The wHoLE 
isle, is added here by ABCDE, several others, both 
the Syriac, Coptic, Aithiopic, Armenian, Vulgate, 
and Jtala ; and also by several of the Greek fathers ; 
and this must be the true reading, for it is evident they 
ran through the whole island from east to west. 

Unio Paphos] This town, next in importance to 
Salamis, was situated on the western part of the isle ; 
and having gone from Salamis to this place is a proof 
that they had gone through the whole island from east 
to west, according to the reading noticed above. 
There was probably no town in the universe more dis- 
solute than Paphos. Here Venus had a superb tem- 
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The apostles are opposed 


AM cir 4019. 7 Which was with the deputy 
An. Olymp. of the country, Sergius Paulus, 


cir. CCVI. 1. 
——__-_———- a prudent man; who called for 


Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the 
word of God. 


8 But ™ Elymas, the sorcerer, (for so is his 


m Exod. vii. 11; 2 Tim. ii 8. 


CHAP. XIII. 


by Elymas the sorcerer 


name by interpretation,) with- 4M: cir 4049. 
stood them, seeking to turn away = An. Olymp. 
ew. CCVI le 


the deputy from the faith. oP nae 
9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) 
"filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on 


him, 


2 Chap. iv. 8. 


ple: here she was worshipped with all her rites ; and 
from this place she was named the Paphian Venus, 
the queen of Paphos, &c. This temple and whole 
city were destroyed by an earthquake ; so that a ves- 
tige of either does not now remain. There are two 
islands which go by this name, both adjoining, and on 
the west side of the island of Cyprus. One is called 
Old Paphos, the other New Paphos ; the latter is pro- 
bably the island here mentioned, though they are often 
confounded. On this island there is a Christian Church, 
dedicated to St. George, in which service is performed 
by the Greek ministers. It is a bishop’s see, suffragan 
to the Abp. of Nicosia. 

A certain sorcerer] Tuva payor, A magician, one 
who used magical arts, and pretended to have com- 
merce with supernatural agents. A person who dealt 
in sleight of hand, or leger-de-main. Such as I have 
supposed Simon Magus to be. See the note on chap. 
vill. 9. 

A false prophet] A deceiver, one who pretended to 
have a Divine commission; a fortune teller. 

Bar-Jesus| That is, the son of Jesus or Joshua ; as 
Bar-jona is the son ef Jonah; Bar-tholomew, the son 
of Thalmt, &c. 

Verse 7. The deputy of the country] <AvOvrar, 
The proconsul. Rosenmiiller and others remark, that in 
those days the Romans sent two different kinds of 
governors into the provinces. Some of the provinces 
were Cesarean or imperial, and into those they sent 
propretors ; others belonged to the senate and people 
of Rome, and into those they sent proconsuls. Cyprus 
had formerly been an imperial province ; but Augustus, 
who made the distinction, had given it to the people, 
whence it was governed by a proconsul. See Dion 
Cass. Hist. Rom. lib. iv. p. 523. [Edit. Leunclav.]} 

Sergius Paulus] This proconsul is not mentioned 
any where else: he became a Christian, had his name 
written in the book of life, and, probably on that very 
account, blotted out of the Fasti Consulares. 

A prudent man] Avdpt ovvery, A man of good sense, 
of a sound understanding, and therefore wished to hear 
the doctrine taught by these apostles; he did not per- 
secute the men for their preaching, but sent for them 
that he might hear for himself. 

Verse 8. But Elymas, the sorcerer, (for so is his 
name by interpretation)| That is, Elymas is the inter- 
pretation of the word payoc, or sorcerer; not of the 
word Bar-Jesus as some have imagined ; and to sup- 
port which they have been led into strange etymologies 
on the word Bap-Incovc, Bar-Jesus. But how is 
Elymas, Edupac, the interpretation of the word payoc, 
magician or sorcerert Ans. Both names are Asvatic ; 
but neither Hebrew nor Greek. I have already ob- 
served, in the note on Matt. ii. 1, that & mogh in 
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Persian means an idolater, a worshipper of fire, and 
sometimes what we term a magician. Elymas is from 
the Arabic ilm, knowledge, science, doctrine, 
art; from alama, he was wise, skilled, &c.; hence 
pats aleem or alymon, a doctor or learned man, and, 
with the Greek termination, eAvuac, Elymas, the inter- 
pretation of Pond mogh, Greek jayoc, magos, a magi- 
clan, a wise man, doctor, &c. 

Verse 9. Saul, who also is—Paul|] This is the 
first time the name Paul occurs, and the last time 
in which this apostle is called Saul, as his common or 
general name. 

Saul, 5yxw Shail, was the name of the first Israel 
itish king, and signifies asked, sought ; from bxw shaal, 
he asked, inquired, &c. 

Paul, Paulus, if derived from the Latin, signifies 
little, dwarfish: but if from the Hebrew, x2 pala, it 
signifies extraordinary, wonderful; and this appears 
to have been the derivation assigned to it by St. Je- 
rome, com. in Kp. Pauli ad Philem., who translates it 
mirabilis, wonderful ; and Hesychius must have had 
the same in view, for he defines it thus, Ilavio¢, 
Gavuacsoc, n ekAextoc, ovuBovaoc, Paul, wonderful, or 
elect, counsellor. The lexicographer had probably 
here in view, Isa. ix. 6: Ais name shall be called 
(yyy xb pelé yoéts) wonderful, counsellor ; which 
he might corrupt into pawlus, and thus make his @av- 
pacoc ovuBovaoc out of it by way of explanation. Tril- 
ler, however, supposes the ovuZovdo¢c of Hesychius to 
be corrupted from ovrdovdoc fellow servant, which is a 
term not unfrequently applied to apostles, &c., in the 
New Testament, who are called the servants of God ; 
and it is used by Paul himself, Col. i. 7, and iv. 7. 
The Latin original is the most probable. It is well 
known that the Jews in the apostolic age had frequently 
two names; one Hebrew, the other Greek or Roman. 
Saul was born of Jewish parents, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; he had therefore his first name from that 
language, bixw Shaiil, asked or begged; as it is pos- 
sible he might have been a child for whom his parents 
had addressed their fervent petitions to God. The 
case of Samuel is one in point. See 1 Sam, i. 9-18. 
As he was born in Tarsus, in Cilicia, he was conse 
quently born a free Roman citizen; and hence his 
parents would naturally give him, for cognomen, some 
name borrowed from the Latin tongue; and Paulus, 
which signifies little, might indicate that he was at his 
birth a small or diminutive child. And it is very 
likely that he was low in stature all his days ; and that 
it is to this he refers himself, 2 Cor. x. 10, for his 
bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. 
If he were small in stature, his voice would be natu- 
rally low and feeble; and the Greeks, who were fond 
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Elymas, withstanding Paul 


10 And said, O full of all 

An. Olymp. subtilty and all mischief, ° thou 

ee child, ofisthe devil, thow enemy 

of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to per- 
vert the right ways of the Lord? 

11 And now, behold, ? the hand of the Lord 


A.M. cir. 4049. 
Aa Dccinesy. 


© Matt. xiii. 38; John vill. 44; 1 John iii. 8; Eccles. i. 


of a thundering eloquence, would despise him on this 
very account. 

Filled with the Holy Ghost] Therefore the sentence 
he pronounced was not from himself, but from God. 
And indeed, had he not been under a Divine influence, 
it is not likely he would have ventured thus to accost 
this sorcerer in the presence of the governor, who, no 
doubt, had greatly admired him. 

Verse 10. O full of all subtilty] Aodov, Deceit, 
pretending to supernatural powers without possessing 
any, and having only cunning and deceit as their 
substitutes. 

And—mischief | ‘Padsovpyrac, from padioc, easy, and 
epyov, a work ; one who is ready at his work ; a word 
which excellently well defines a juggler, one who is 
expert at sleight of hand ; though it is often employed 
to signify an abandoned and accomplished villain. 

Child of the devil] Yie dvaBorov, Son of the devil, 
possessing his nature ; filled with his cunning ; and, in 
consequence, practising deceit. 

Enemy of all righteousness] Ex0pe naone dixatoovene ; 
Opposed in thy heart to all that is just, trwe, and good. 

Wilt thou not cease to pervert, &c.] Ov ravoy dia- 
cpedov. Wilt thou not cease perverting? He had 
probably laboured in this bad work from the beginning 
of Paul’s ministry in the place; and God in his mercy 
had borne with him; and no doubt the apostle had 
warned him, for thus much seems implied in the re- 
proof. What a terrible character is given of this 
bad man! He no doubt passed among the people for 
what we call aclever fellow ; and he was so clever as to 
hide himself under a pretty dense mask ; but God, who 
searches the heart, plucked it off, and tells him, and 
those who were perverted by him, what an accomplish- 
ed deceiver and knave he was. 

The right ways of the Lord] Tag ddovg Kuptov tac 
evderac, The ways of the Lord, the straight ways. 
This saying is very emphatical. ‘The ways of Ely- 
mas were crooked and perverse; the ways of the 
Lord, the doctrine taught by him, plain and straight. 
What is here said of the conduct and teaching of 
Elymas, for he was a false prophet, is true of all false 
doctrine: it is complex, devious, and tortuous : while 
the doctrine of God is simple, plain, and straight; di- 
recting in the way, the sure way, that leads to present 
peace and everlasting happiness. From the phraseo- 
logy which the apostle employs in this terrible address 
to Elymas, we may learn, as well as from his name 
Bar-Jesus, that he was by birth and education a Jew. 
On this account he was the greater enemy to Christian- 
ity ; and on this same account he was the less excusable. 

Verse 11. The hand of the Lord is upon thee] 
The power of God is now about to deal with thee in 
the way of justice. 
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and Barnabas, is struck blind 


A.M. cir.-4049. 
A. D. cir. 45. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVI. 1. 


is upon thee, and thou shalt be 
blind, not seeing the sun for a sea« 
son. And immediately there fell —__—_—_ 
on him a mist and a darkness: and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was 


30; Rom. i. 29.——? Exod. ix. 3; 1 Sam. v. 6: 


Thou shalt be blind] Every word here proves the 
immediate inspiration of Paul. He was full of the 
Holy Ghost when he began this address: by the light 
of that Spirit he discerned the state of Elymas, and 
exposed his real character ; and, by the prophetic in- 
fluence of that same Spirit, he predicted the calamity 
that was about to fall upon him, while as yet there 
was no sign of his blindness! Mark this! 

Not seeing. the sun for a season.] In the midst of 
judgment God remembers mercy. This blindness 
was not to be perpetual: it was intended to be the 
means of awakening and softening the hard heart of 
this poor sinner. There is an ancient tradition, and 
it is mentioned both by Origen and Chrysostom, that 
Elymas, in consequence of this became a sincere con- 
vert to the religion of Christ. Origen says: “ And 
Paul by a word striking him blind, who was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paul, dca tay mover enicpeper avtor 
etc OeoceZecav, by anguish converted him to godliness.” 
And, commenting on— Thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun, aypt katpov, for a season, asks, “ And why 
for a season? That, being smitten on account of his 
transgressions, and brought to repentance, he might at 
last be deemed worthy to see the sun, not only with 
his dody, but with his mind; that the Divine virtue 
might be proclaimed in restoring him to sight, and his 
soul, believing, might receive godliness.” Com. in 
Exod., vol. i. p. 117, edit. de la Rue, Par. 1733. 

There fell on him a mist and darkness] Aydve, 
achlus, is a disordered state of the eye, in which the 
patient sees through a thick mist. This thick mist, 
or perturbed state of the eye, took place first: it in- 
creased, and cxotoc, thick, positive darkness, was the 
issue. 

He went about] Uepiayov. Not knowing how to 
take a right step, he groped about in great uncer- 
tainty ; and, not being able to find his way, he sought 
for some persons to lead him by the hand. ‘This state 
of Elymas is inimitably expressed in one of the car- 
toons of Raphael, now at Hampton-court, (and lately 
engraved, in the true spirit of the original, by Mr. 
Thomas Holloway,) in which his whole figure ex- 
presses the depth of distress, concern, uncertainty, and 
confusion ; and, to use a word common in exhibiting 
this matchless piece of painting, he 1s blind from head 
to foot. In this manner the text authorizes the painter 
to express the state of this miserable culprit. 

Verse 12. The deputy—believed] 'This was a proof 
that the doctrine was true; and that the power of God, 
from which nothing could be concealed, and which 
nothing could resist, was with these preachers. 

Being astonished| ExrdAnooouevoc, Being struck with 
astonishment, as Elymas was struck with blindness. 
Thus the word of God is a two-edged sword ; it smites 
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Paul preaches to the Jews 


A. M. cir. 4049. 


‘Doar 4s done, believed, being astonished 


at the doctrine of the Lord. 

13 9 Now when Paul and his 
company loosed from Paphos, they came to 
Perga in Pamphylia: and 4 John departing 
from them returned to Jerusalem. 

14 But when they departed from Perga, they 


An. Olymp. 
eir. CCVI. 1. 


4 Chap. xy. 38. 


© Chap. xvi. 13; xvii. 23 xviii. 4. 


the sinner with judgment or compunction; and the 
sincere inquirer after truth, with conviction of its own 
worth and excellence. 

Verse 13. Paul and his company loosed from Pa- 
phos| They sailed away from this island, leaving, it 
may be presumed, Elymas a sincere and deeply hum- 
bled penitent; and Sergius Paul, a thorough and happy 
believer in the doctrine of Christ. 

Previously to this time, St. Luke always mentions 
Barnabas before Paul; but after this he mentions Paul 
always first; probably after seeing how God had dis- 
tinguished him in the late proceedings at Cyprus; as 
much of the Holy Spirit now rested upon him. 

They came to Perga in Pamphylia] As Perga was 
not a maritime town, it is conjectured that the apostles 
sailed up the river Cestrus, in order to come to this 
place, which, according to Strabo, was situated about 
sixty leagues up this river, and near to which was a 
famous temple dedicated to Diana. For Pamphylia, 
see chap. ii. 10. 

And John departing from them] Why Jobn Mark 
left his brethren at this place we are not informed ; 
probably he went to visit his pious mother Mary at 
Jerusalem, and to see Peter, to whom he is supposed 
to have been much attached. It certainly was not 
with the approbation of Paul that he left them at this 
place, as we learn from chap. xv. 38; yet his de- 
parture does not seem to have merited the displeasure 
of Barnabas ; for John Mark having met these apos- 
tles at Antioch, when Paul purposed to revisit the va- 
rious places where they had planted the word of God, 
Barnabas was willing to take him with them; but Paul 
would not consent, because he had departed from them 
from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work, 
chap. xv. 35-39; and this occasioned a separation 
between Barnabas and Paul. It does not appear that 
John Mark was under any obligation to accompany 
them any longer or any farther than he pleased. He 
seems to have been little else than their servant, and 
certainly was not divinely appointed to this work, as 
they were; and consequently might leave them znno- 
cently, though not kindly, if they could not readily 
supply his place. In this respect John Mark might 
be to blame; but Barnabas, whose nephew he was, 
could look over this fault more easily than Paul, who 
could not find those motives to pass by what was re- 
prehensible in his conduct which natural affection might 
furnish to his brother apostle. 

Verse 14. They came to Antioch in Pisidia] This 
place is mentioned thus to distinguish it from Antioch 
in Syria, with which it had nothing in common but 
the name. There were several cities and towns in 
various districts of these countries called Antioch: some 
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LIT. at Antioch in Pisidia. 
came to Antioch in Pisidia, and 4 ies ye 
? ‘ . CY. 40. 
* went into the synagogue on the An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVI. 1. 


Sabbath day, and sat down. eehaas eae 

15 And * after the reading of the law and the 
prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent unto 
them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have 
* any word of exhortation for the people, say on. 


5 Luke iv. 163 ver. 27. t Heb. xiii. 22. 


have reckoned up not less than twelve. Pisidia, in 
which this was situated, was a province of Asia Minor, 
near to Pamphylia, having Phrygia on the north, and 
Pamphylia on the south. The position of all these 
places may be seen on the map. 

Into the synagogue on the Sabbath day| Though 
Paul was now on a special mission to the Gentiles, 
yet he availed himself of every opportunity, in every 
place, of making the first offer of salvation to the Jews. 

Verse 15. After the reading of the law and the 
prophets] A certain portion of the /aw and another of 
the prophets, was read every Sabbath; and the law 
was so divided as to be read over once every year. 
In the notes at the conclusion of Deuteronomy, I have 
considered this subject at large, and given a complete 
table of the Parashoth, sections of the law, and Haph- 
taroth, sections of the prophets, which are read every 
Sabbath in the year in the Jewish synagogues. To 
have an exact view of every part of the Jewish eccle- 
siastical economy, the reader will do well to consult 
the above mentioned table, and those which follow it: 
they have been drawn up with great care, attention, 
and indescribable labour. 

It has been a question, in what language were the 
law and prophets read in a synagogue of Pisidia, for 
in that district Strabo informs us that four languages 
were spoken, viz. the Pisidian, the Solyman, the 
Greek, and the Lydian. Dr. Lightfoot conjectures, 
with great probability, that the Scriptures were read 
in the original Hebrew ; and that an interpreter ren- 
dered the reading to the people in their mother tongue. 
There is no doubt that the Jews and proselytes under- 
stood the Greek tongue well; and they certainly had 
the Septuagint version among them. 

The rulers of the synagogue] These were the per- 
sons whose business it was to read the appointed 
sections, and to take care of the synagogue and its 
concerns; and to see that all was done decently and 
in order. 

Sent unto them] Seeing them to be Jews, they 
wished them to give some suitable address to the 
people, i. e. to the Jews who were then engaged in 
Divine worship; for the whole of the following dis- 
course, which greatly resembles that of St. Stephen, 
chap. vii., is directed to the Jews alone ; and this was 
probably spoken either in Hebrew or Greek. 

Ye men and brethren] Avdpec adeAdot, Men brethren, 
a Hebraism for, ‘‘Ye men who are our brethren,” 1. e. 
Jews, as we ourselves are; but avdpec is often an 
expletive, as we have already seen. See the note 
on chap. vil. 2. 

If ye have any word of exhortation] Exe ese Aoyog 
ev tyuv rapaxanotwc If ye have any subject of con- 
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An. Olymp. ™beckoning with his hand, said, 


on GoM» Men of Israel, and * ye that fear 


God, give audience. 

17 The God of this people of Israel ¥ chose 
our fathers, and exalted the people * when 
they dwelt as strangers in the land of 
Egypt, ¥and with a high arm brought he 
them out of it. 


THE ACTS. 


dealings with their fathers. 


18cAnde about thebtimenel Ae 2 
forty years * suffered he their Bo aa 
manners in the wilderness. sctaig es todas 

19 And when » he had destroyed seven na- 
tions in the land of Canaan, ¢ he divided their 
land to them by lot. 

20 And after that 4 he gave unto them judges 
about the space of four hundred and fifty years, 


* until Samuel the prophet. 


u Chap. xii. 17. Vv Ver. 26, 42, 43; chap. x. 35.—— Deut. 
vii. 6, 7. x Exod. i. 1; Psa. ev. 23, 24; chap. vii. 17.—y Exod. 
Vi.,6r, call, La. 1G. * Exod. xvi. 35; Num. xiv. 33, 34; Psa. 
xcv. 9, 10; chap. vii. 36. 


solation, any word of comfort to us, who are sojourn- 
ers in this strange land, speak it. The Consolation 
of Israel was an epithet of the Messiah among the 
Jews; and it is probable that it was in reference to 
him that the rulers of the synagogue spoke. That 
mapakAnotc is to be understood here as meaning conso- 
lation, and this in reference to the Messiah, the whole 
of the following discourse will prove to the attentive 
reader ; in which Paul shows the care and protection 
of God towards his people Israel, and the abundant 
provision he had made for their salvation by Jesus 
Christ. They wished for consolation, and he declared 
unto them glad tidings, and many felt the power and 
comfort of the doctrine of the cross. 

Verse 16. Men of Israel] Ye that are Jews by 
birth; and ye that fear God—ye that are proselytes 
to the Jewish religion. In this discourse Paul proves 
that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, sent from God, not 
only for the salvation of the Jews, but of the whole hu- 
man race. And this he does, not with the rhetorician’s 
arts, but in a plain, simple detail of the history of 
Christ, and the most remarkable transactions of the 
people of God, which referred to his manifestation in 
the flesh. Rosenmiiller. 

Verse 17. The God of—our fathers] The apostle 
begins his discourse with the Egyptian bondage, and 
their deliverance from it, as points the most remark- 
able and striking in their history ; in which the provi- 
dence and mighty power of God, exerted so frequently 
in their behalf, were peculiarly conspicuous. 

Exalted the people} Even when they were strangers 
in the land, and greatly oppressed, God exalted them ; 
made them a terror to their enemies, and multiplied 
them greatly. 

With a high arm] A literal translation of the He- 
brew phrase, 7199 pinta bezerod ramah, with a lifted- 
up arm, to protect them and destroy their enemies.— 
The meaning of the phrase is, a manifest display of 
the Divine power. 

Verse 18. About the time of forty years] The 
space of time between their coming out of Egypt, and 
going into the promised land. 

Suffered he their manners] Erporogopnaev avrove ; 
He dealt indulgently with them: howsoever they be- 
haved towards him, he mercifully bore with, and kindly 
treated them. But instead of erporodopnoer, ACK, 
some others, with the Syriac, Arabic, Coptic, ASthio- 

we, and some of the fathers, read etpodogopycev, which 
784 


4 Gr. erporro-dopyaerv, perhaps for erpodo-dopyoev, bore or Sed 
them, as the nurse beareth or feedeth her child ; Deut. 1.31; 2 Mac.vii. 
27, according to the LX X. and so Chrysostom. > Deut. vii. J. 
¢ Josh. xiv. 1,2; Psa. Ixxviii. 55.—4 Judg. ii, 16.—* 1 Sam. iii. 20. 


signifies, he nourished and fed them, or bore them 
about in his arms as a tender nurse does her child.— 
This reading confirms the marginal conjecture, and 
agrees excellently with the scope of the place, and is 
a reading at least of equal value with that in the com- 
monly received text. Griesbach has admitted it, and 
excluded the other. Both, when rightly understood, 
speak nearly the same sense ; but the latter is the most 
expressive, and agrees best with Paul’s discourse, and 
the history to which he alludes. See the same form 
of expression, Num. xi. 12; Exod. xix. 4; Isa. xlvi 
3, 4, and Ixiii. 9. 

Verse 19. Destroyed seven nations] The Canaan- 
ites, Hittites, Girgasites, Amorites, Hivites, Peresites, 
and Jebusites. The rabbins frequently call them nyaw 
ninix Shebaah Omoth, the Seven Nations. 

Verse 20. And after that he gave unto them judges 
about the space of four hundred and fifty years] This 
is a most difficult passage, and has been termed by 
Scaliger, Crux Chronologorum. The apostle seems 
here to contradict the account in 1 Kings vi. 1: And 
it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year 
after the children of Israel were come out of the land 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign, he 
began to build the house of the Lord. 

Sir Norton Knatchbull, in his annotations upon diffi- 
cult texts, has considered the various solutions pro- 
posed by learned men of the difficulty before us; and 
concludes that the words of the apostle should not be 
understood as meaning how long God gave them judges, 
but when he gave them; and therefore proposes that 
the first words of this verse, Kaz usta ravra, dec ereot 
TEeTpakooLole Kat TevTHKovTa, should be referred to the 
words going before, ver. 17, that is, to the time WHEN 
the God of the children of Israel chose their fathers. 

‘‘ Now this time wherein God may properly be said 
to have chosen their fathers, about 450 years before 
he gave them judges, is to be computed from the birth 
of Isaac, in whom God may properly be said to have 
chosen their fathers ; for God, who had chosen Abra- 
ham out of all the people of the earth, chose Isaac at 
this time out of the children of Abraham, in whose fa- 
mily the covenant was to rest. To make this compu- 
tation evident, let us observe that from the birth of 
Isaac to the birth of Jacob are 60 years; from thence 
to their going into Egypt, 130; from thence to the 
exodus, 210; from thence to their entrance into Ca- 
naan, 40; from that to the division of the land (abo: 
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oi eA bite 21 ‘And afterward they de- 
An. Of i i : ; 
ae ocury. sired a king; and God gave unto 


them Saul the son of Cis, a man 
of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of 
forty years. 

22 And when "he had removed him, he 
raised up unto them David to be their king 
to whom also he gave testimony, and said, : i 
have found David the son of Jesse, *a man 
after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all 
my will. 


£1 Sam. viii. 5; x. 1—s 1 Sam. xv. 23, 26, 28; xvi.1; Hos. 
xiii, 11. 1 Sam. xvi.13; 25am. ii.4; v. 3. “i Psa. Lexxix. 
20.—*] Sam. xiii. 14; chap. vii, 46.-— Isa. xi. 1; Lukei. 


CHAP. XIII. 


the promised Saviour. 


23 1 Of this man’s seed hath payee ig 
God, according ™to his promise, An. Olymp 

a : cir. CCVL sis 
raisédaantomisracloManSariour; ——______... 
Jesus : : 

24 °When John had first preached before 
his coming the baptism of repentance to all the 
3} people of Israel. 

25 And as John fulfilled his course, he said, 
® Whom think ye that I am? I am not he 
But, behold, there cometh one after me, whose 
shoes of his-feet | am not worthy to loose, 


32, 69; atm) i. 30; Rom. i.3.—® 2 Sam. vil. 12; Psa. exxxii. 
11. 2 Matt. i. 21; Rom. x1. 26. © Matt. ili. 1; Luke 11.3. 
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which time it is probable they began to settle their 
government by judges) 7 years; which sums make 
447: viz. 60 + 130++210 + 40+ 7= 447. And 
should this be reckoned from the year before the birth 
of Isaac, when God established his covenant between 
himself and Abraham, and ali his seed after him, Gen. 
xvii. ver. 19, at which time God properly chose their 
fathers, then there will be 448 years, which brings it 
to within two years of the 450, which is sufficiently 
exact to bring it within the apostle’s dc, about, or 
nearly. 

“Some have made the period 452 years; which, 
though two years more than the apostle’s round num- 
ber, is still sufficiently reconcilable with his qualify- 
ing particle dc, about. And it may be added that the 
most correct writers often express a sum fotally, but 
not exactly: so, with Demosthenes and Plautus, we 
find that called a talent where some drachms were 
either wanting or abounding.” 

The sacred writers often express themselves in the 
same way: e. g. He made a molten sea, ten cubits from 
the one brim to the other; and a line of thirty cubits 
did compass it about. Now we know that the circum- 
ference of any circle is only in rownd numbers to its 
diameter as three to one; but, correctly, is consider- 
ably more, nearly as 22 to 7. But even the Spirit of God 
does not see it necessary to enter into such niceties, 
which would only puzzle, and not instruct the com- 
mon reader. 

Calmet has paraphrased: these passages nearly to 
the same sense: the text may be thus connected ; 
ver. 19: And having destroyed seven nations in the 
land of Canaan, he divided their land to them by lot, 
about one hundred and fifty years after. And after- 
wards he gave them judges, to the time of Samuel the 
prophet. The paraphrase of Calmet is the following : 
“ The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers 
jn the person of Abraham ; he promised him the land 
of Canaan; and four hundred and fifty years after this 
promise, and the birth of Isaac, who was the son and 
heir of the promise, he put them in possession of that 
Jand which he had promised so long before.” As this 
view of the subject removes all the principal difficul- 
ties, I shall not trouble my reader with other modes 
of interpretation. 

Verse 21. Saul the son of Cis] In all proper names 

Vou. I. { So -) 


quoted from the Old Testament, we should undoubtedly 
follow, as nearly as possible, the same orthography : 
wp Kish, was the name of this king’s father, and so 
we spell it in the Old Testament, and yet have trans- 
formed it into Cis in the New, where the orthography 
is almost entirely lost. 

The space of forty years.] Reckoning from the 
time of his anointing by Samuel to the time of his death, 
from A. M. 2909 to 2949. 

Verse 22. David—a man after mine own heart} 
That is, a man who would rule the kingdom according 
to God’s will. Dr. Benson’s observation on this point 
is very judicious: ‘‘ When it is said that David was 
a man after God’s own heart, it should be understood, 
not of his private, but of his public, character. He 
was a man after God’s own heart, because he ruled 
the people according to the Divine will. He did not 
allow of zdolatry ; he did not set up for absolute power. 
He was guided in the government of the nation by the 
law of Moses, as the standing rule of government, and 
by the prophet, or the Divine oracle, whereby God gave 
directions upon particular emergencies. Whatever 
Saul’s private character was, he was not a good king’ 
in Israel. He did not follow the Jaw, the oracle, and 
the prophet ; but attempted to be absolute, and thereby 
to subvert the constitution of the kingdom. That this 
was the meaning of David's being a man after God’s 
own heart will easily appear by comparing 1 Sam. xv. 
28; xxviii. 17, 18; 1 Chron. x. 13, 14; Psa. lxxviil. 
70, &c-; Ixxxix, 20, &c.” 

Verse 23. Of this man’s seed hath God-—raised— 
a Saviour] That Jesus Christ came in a direct and 
indisputable line from David, according to both pro- 
mise and prophecy, may be seen in the notes on Matt. 
i. 1, &c., and particularly in the notes at the end of 
Luke iii. And that the Messiah was promised to come 
from the family of David, see Isa. xi. 1, 2, and Jer. 
xxiil. 5, 6. 

Verse 24. John—preached—the baptism of repent- 
ance] On the nature and effects of John’s preaching, 
see the notes on Matt. ii. 1, &c.,and Luke i. 10-15. 

Verse 25. As John fulfilled his course] As John 
was fulfilling his race, he said, §c. It has been sup- 
posed that the word dpojov, course, or race, is used 
here to point out the short duration of the Baptist’s 
ministry, and the fervent zeal with which he performed 
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a. M. cir. 4049. 96 Men and brethren, chil- 
A. D. cir. 45. 
An. Olymp. dren of the stock of Abraham, 


clr. CCVI. |. and whosoever among you fear- 


eth God, “to you is the word of this salvation 
sent. 

27 For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, * because they knew him not, nor 
yet the voices of the prophets * which are read 
every Sabbath day, * they have fulfilled them 
in condemning him. 

28 "And though they found no cause of 
death in him, ¥ yet desired they Pilate that he 
should be slain. 

29 ~ And when they had fulfilled all that was 


q Matt. x. 6; Luke xxiv. 47; ver. 46; chap. iii. 26——" Luke 
xxiil. 34; chap. iii. 17; 1 Cor. 11. 8——* Ver. 14, 15; chap. xv. 
2 * Luke xxiv. 20, 44 ; chap. xxvi. 22; xxviil. 23. u Matt. 
xxvil. 22; Mark xv. 13,14; Luke xxiii. 21, 22; John xix. 6, 15. 
Vv Chap. iit. 13, 14. w Luke xviii. 31; xxiv. 44; John xix. 28, 
30, 36, 37. 


it. It signifies properly his ministry, or life. A man’s 
work, employment, function, &c., is his race, course, 
or way of life. John had a ministry from God ; and 
he discharged the duties of it with zeal and diligence ; 
bore the fatigues of it with patience and resignation ; 
and was gloriously successful in it, because the hand 
of the Lord was with him. 

Verse 26. Men and brethren] 
been translated brethren simply. 
chap. vil. 2. 

Children of the stock of Abraham] All ye that are 
Jews. 

And whosoever among you feareth God] That is, 
all ye who are Gentiles, and are now proselytes to the 
Jewish religion. 

The word of this salvation] The doctrine that con- 
tains the promise of deliverance from sin, and the 
means by which it is brought about; all which is 
founded on Jesus, of the stock of David, dying and 
rising again for the salvation of Jews and Gentiles. 

Verse 27. Because they knew him not] A gentle 
excuse for the persecuting high priests, &c. They 
did not know that Jesus was the Christ, because they 
did not know the prophets: and why did they not 
know the prophets, which were read every Sabbath 
day? Because they did not desire to know his will ; 
and therefore they knew not the doctrine of God: 
nor did they know that, in condemning Christ, they 
fulfilled those very Scriptures which were read every 
Sabbath day in their synagogues. 

Verse 28. They found no cause of death in him] 
No reason why he should be condemned. Though 
they accused him of several things, yet they could not 
substantiate the most trifling charge against him; and 
yet, in opposition to all justice and equity, desired 
Pilate to put him to death! This paints their perfidy 
in the strongest light. 

Verse 29. They took him down from the tree] The 
apostle passes rapidly over several circumstances of 
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ACTS. through the death of Christ. 

written of him, * they took ham ie . 

down from the tree, and laid him = An. Olymp. 
cis CCV EMIS 


in a sepulchre. 

30 ¥ But God raised him from the dead : 

31 And zhe was seen many days of them 
which came up with him * from Galilee to Je- 
rusalem, » who are his witnesses unto the people. 

32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, 
how that the ° promise which was made unto 
the fathers, 

33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their 
children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; 
as it is also written in the second Psalm, 
4 Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 


X Matt. xxvii. 59; Mark xv. 46; Luke xxiii. 53; John xix. 
38. y Matt. xxviii. 6; chap. ll. 24; i. 13, 15, 26; v. 30. 
zMatt. xxviii. 16; chap. i. 3; 1 Cor. xv. 5, 6, 7——#Chap. 1. 
ll. b Chap. i. 8; ii. 32; 111.15; v. 32. ¢ Gen. 11.153 xii. 
3; xxii. 18; chap. xxvi. 6; Rom. iv. 13; Gal. iii. 16——4 Psa. 
ii fy PLE Dan Ouro 


his death, that he might establish the fact of his re- 
surrection. 

Verse 30. But God raised him from the dead] And 
thus gave the fullest proof of his innocence. God 
alone can raise the dead; and he would not work a 
miracle so very extraordinary, but on some extraordi- 
nary occasion. 

Verse 31. He was seen many days, &c.] The thing 
was done but a very short time since; and many of 
the witnesses are still alive, and ready to attest the 
fact of this resurrection in the most unequivocal manner. 

Verse 32. We declare unto you glad tidings] We 
proclaim that Gospel to you which is the fulfilment 
of the promise made unto the fathers. 

Verse 33. Written in the second Psalm] Instead of 
Tw Ppadauw tw devtepw, the second Psalm, rpotw paruw, 
the first Psalm, is the reading of D, and its Itala ver- 
sion, and several of the primitive fathers. Griesbach 
has received it into the text; but not, in my opinion, 
on sufficient evidence. The reason of these various 
readings is sufficiently evident to those who are ac- 
quainted with Hebrew MSS. In many of these, two 
Psalms are often written as one; and the first and 
second Psalms are written as one in seven of Ken- 
nicott’s and De Rossi’s MSS. Those who possessed 
such MSS. would say, as it is written in the FirsT 
Psalm ; those who referred to MSS. where the two 
Psalms were separate, would say, in the sEconp 
Psalm, as they would find the quotation in question in 
the first verse of the second Psalm. There is, there- 
fore, neither contradiction nor difficulty here; and it 
is no matter which reading we prefer, as it depends on 
the simple circumstance, whether we consider these 
two Psalms as parts of one and the same, or whether 
we consider them as two distinct Psalms. 

Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.] 
It has been disputed whether this text should be under- 
stood of the incarnation or of the resurrection of our 
Lord. If understood of his incarnation, it can mean 
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a 34 And as concerning that he 
An. Olymp. raised him up from the dead, 


cir. CCVI. 1. 
—~ now no more to return to cor- 


ruption, he said on this wise, ° I will give you 
the sure f mercies of David. 

35 Wherefore he saith also in another Psalm, 
& Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. 

36 For David, * after he had served his own 


¢ Isa. lv. 3——f Gr. ra dora, holy, or, just things ; which word 
the LXX. both in the place of Isa. lv. 3, and in many others, 
use for that which is in the Hebrew, mercies. & Psa. xvi. 10; 


no more than this, that the human nature of our 
blessed Lord was begotten by the energy of the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of the blessed virgin ; for as to his 
Divine nature, which is allowed to be God, it could 
neither be created nor begotten. . See some reasons 
offered for this on Luke i. 35 ; and, if those be deemed 
insufficient, a thousand more may be added. But in 
the above reasons it is demonstrated that the doctrine 
of the eternal Sonship of Christ is absolutely irrecon- 
cilable to reason, and contradictory to itself. Erer- 
nity is that which has had no beginning, nor stands 
in any reference to time: Son supposes tume, gene- 
ration, and father ; and time also antecedent to such 
generation: therefore the rational conjunction of these 
two terms, Son and eternity, is absolutely impossible, 
as they imply essentially different and opposite ideas. 

If the passage in question be understood of the 
resurrection of Christ, it points out that the human 
nature, which was produced by the power of God in 
the womb of the virgin, and which was the Son of 
God, could see no corruption ; and therefore, though 
it died for sin, must be raised from the dead before it 
saw corruption. Thus God owned that human nature 
to be peculiarly his own; and therefore Jesus Christ 
was declared to be the Son of God with power, by the 
resurrection from the dead, Rom. i. 4. 

Verse 34. No more to return to corruption] To 
the grave, to death, the place and state of corruption ; 
for so we should understand the word dcagfopay in 
the text. 

The sure mercies of David.] Ta dora Aad ra mica. 
These words are quoted literatim from the Sepiwagint 
version of Isa. lv. 3; where the Hebrew is 13 ‘70N 
mo oNIn chasdey David ha-neemanim, of which the 
Greek is a faithful translation; and which sure mer- 
ctes of David St. Paul considers as being fulfilled in 
the resurrection of Christ. From this application of 
the words, it is evident that the apostle considered 
the word David as signifying the Messiah; and then 
the sure or faithful mercies, being such as relate to 
the new covenant, and the various blessings promised 
in it, are evidently those which are sealed and con- 
firmed to mankind by the resurrection of Christ ; and 
it is in this way that the apostle applies them. Had 
there not been the fullest proof of the resurrection of 


Christ, not one of the promises of the new covenant | 


could have been considered as sure or faithful. If he 

did not rise from the dead, then, as said the apostle, 

your faith and our preaching are vain, 1 Cor. xv. 14. 
1 


CHAP. 


XUL his death and resurrection. 
generation by the will of Gad, Ag. sin. 20 
i fell on sleep, and was laid unto An. Olymp. 
his fathers, and saw corrup- Fadl, 
tion : 

37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no 
corruption. 


88 Be it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that * through this man is preach 
ed unto you the forgiveness of sins: 


chap. ii. 31.——» Or, after he had in his own age served the will of 
God; ver. 22; Psa. Ixxviii. 72. i] Kings it. 10; chap. it 
29. k Jer, xxxi. 34; Dan.ix.24; Luke xxiv. 47; 1 John. 12, 


The following observations of Bp. Pearce are judi- 
cious: ‘ For the sense of these words, we must have 
recourse to what God said to David in 2 Sam. vii. 
11, 12, &c., explained by what is said in Psa. Ixxxix. 
3, 4, 28, 29, 36, where frequent mention is made of 
a covenant established by God with David, and sworn 
to by God, that David's seed should endure for ever, 
and his throne as the days of heaven, and as the sun, 
to all generations. This covenant and this oath are 
the sure and sacred things of which Isaiah, lv. 3, 
speaks; and Luke in this place. And Paul under- 
stood them as relating to the kingdom of Jesus, (the 
Son of David,) which was to be an everlasting hing 
dom; and if an everlasting one, then it was necessary 
that Jesus should have been (as he was) raised from 
the dead; and, to support this argument, Paul, in the 
next verse, strengthens it with another, drawn from 
Psalm xvi. ver. 10.” See also the note among the 
marginal readings. 

Verse 36. David—fell on sleep—and saw corrup- 
tion] David died, was buried, and never rose again ; 
therefore, David cannot be the person spoken of here : 
the words are true of some other person; and they 
can be applied to Jesus Christ only ; and in him they 
are most exactly fulfilled. See the notes on chap. 
ii. 29, 30, &c. 

Verse 38. Be it known unto you, therefore] This 
is the legitimate conclusion: seeing the word of God 
is true, and he has promised an endless succession to 
the seed of David; seeing David and all his family 
have failed in reference to the political kingdom, a 
spiritual kingdom and a spiritual succession must be 
intended, that the sure covenant and all its blessings 
may be continued. Again: seeing the person by 
whom this is to be done is to see no corruption ;— 
seeing David has died, and has seen (fallen under the 
power of) corruption ;—seeing Jesus the Christ has 
wrought all the miracles which the prophets said he 
should work ;—seeing he has suffered all the indig- 
nities which your prophets said he must suffer ;— 
seeing after his death he has most incontestably risen 
again from the dead, and has not fallen under the 
power of corruption,—then he must be the very per- 
son in whom all the predictions are fulfilled, and the 
person through whom all the blessings of the covenant 
must come. 

Through this man is preached unto you the for- 
giveness of sins] See the notes on chap. vy. 30, 31. 
Remission of sins, the removal of the power, guilt, and 
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The danger of despising and 


THE AOTS. 


rejecting the Gospel of Christ. 


i i ; A.M. cir. 4049. 
A.M. cir. 4049. 39 And !by him all that be-| 40 Beware, therefore, lest hia ABE ce 
An. Olymp. _Jieve are justified from all things, |come upon you, which is spoken Eee 


ir. COVI. 1. 
Se: een whith ye could not be 


justified by the law of Moses. 


1Isa. lili. 11; Rom. iii. 28; viii. 3; Heb. vii. 19. 


of ™in the prophets : Petit NLS Tne 
41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and 


m Iga, xxix. 14; Hab.i. 5. 


pollution of sin comes alone through this man, whom 
ye crucified, and who is risen from’ the dead. 

Verse 39. And by him] On his account, and through 
him, all that believe in his Divine mission, and the end 
for which he has been manifested, namely, to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself, are justified from all 
things, from the guilt of all transgressions committed 
against God ; from which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Mceses; because it is impossible that the 
blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, or any other rite or service of 
this kind, could take away sin from the soul, cancel its 
guilt in the conscience, or make an atonement to the 
Divine justice; but ¢his is the sacrifice which God 
has required; this is every way suited to the end for 
which it has been instituted; and this is the sacrifice 
alone which God can accept. Your law says, ‘* Do 
this, and ye shall live ;” and, ‘‘ Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things that are written in the 
book of the law to do them.” Ye have not done these 
things required; ye have not continued in any good 
thing ; ye have not only not done all things command- 
ed, but ye have done none, none as they ought to be 
done ; and therefore ye are under the curse. The Gos- 
pel says, Believe on the Lord Jesus ; credit his Divine 
mission ; consider his death an atonement for sin; be- 
lieve in his resurrection, as a proof that the atonement 
is made; believe that he suffered, died, and rose again 
for your justification; and that for his sake God, 
though he be infinitely just, can be the justifier of 
all who believe in him. By the law of Moses there 
is neither justification nor salvation : in Jesus Christ 
there are both, and all the sure mercies of David. 
Therefore, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and ye 
shall be justified from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. 

Verse 40. Beware—lest that come upon you, &c.] 
If you reject these benefits, now freely offered to you 
in this preaching of Christ crucified, you may expect 
such judgments from the hand of God as your fore- 
fathers experienced, when, for their rebellion and their 
contempt of his benefits, their city was taken, their 
temple destroyed, and themselves either slain by the 
sword, or carried into captivity. It is evident that St. 
Paul refers to Hab. i. 5-10; and in those verses 
the desolation by the Chaldeans is foretold. Never 
was there a prophecy more correctly and pointedly ap- 
plied. These Jews did continue to slight the benefits 
offered to them by the Lord; and they persevered in 
their rebellion: what was the consequence? The Ro- 
mans came, took their city, burnt their temple, slew 
upwards of a million of them, and either carried or sold 
the rest into captivity. How exactly was the prophecy 
in both cases fulfilled ! 

Verse 41. Behold, ye despisers| There is a remark- 
able difference here between the Hebrew text in Ha- 
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bakkuk, and that in the Septuagint, which is a little 
abridged here by St. Paul. I shall exhibit the three 
fexts: ‘Heb—= 

x> pa Sya Sys oD pn NA wa) DD IN 
"aD DIDNNN Rett bagcyim vehabitu vehitammehu ; 
temahu ki poal poel bimeycem, lo teaminu ki yesupar 
Behold, ye among the heathen, (nations,) and regard, 
and be astonished; be astonished, for I am working a 
work in your days, which, when it shall be told, ye 
will not credit. See Houbigant. 

Sept. Idere of xatadpovyrat, kat exiPrepate, kar Gav 
placate Oavuaota, Kat adaviobyte* Stott Epyov Eyw Epyatoua* 
ev Talc huepate buwv, 6 ov py micEevante, Eav Tie Exdinyn- 
tat tuv. See, ye despisers, and look attentively, and 
be astonished, (or hide yourselves,) for I work a work 
in your days, which, if any one will tell to you, ye will 
not believe. 

St. Luke. Idere of xatadpovnrat, [kat -exiBAepare,| 
kat Oavpacarte, [Oavuacia,| Kat adaviobyte* OTe epyor eyw 
Eepyalouat ev Tale NuEpate buwv, epyov w ov fn TisEevoynre, 
eav Tic exdinynta turv. Behold, ye despisers, and won- 
der, and be astonished, (or hide yourselves,) for I work 
a work in your days, which, if any one will tell unto 
you, ye will not believe. 

I have taken Luke’s quotation from the best MSS. 
and I have quoted the Septuagint according to the 
Codex Alexandrinus ; and the quotations are exactly 
the same, not only in words, but almost in letters, with 
the exception of eriBAepare and Pavuacra, which the 
evangelist omits; and which [have included in crotchets 
in the text of St. Luke, merely that the place of the 
omission may be the better seen. It may now be ne- 
cessary to inquire how St. Luke and the Septuagint 
should substitute ye despisers, for ye among the hea- 
then; in the Hebrew text ? 

Without troubling myself or my readers with labo- 
rious criticisms on these words, with which many 
learned men have loaded the text, I will simply state 
my opinion, that the prophet, instead of 0°12 bagoyim, 
among the heathen, wrote D°T12 bogadim, despisers, 
or transgressors: a word which differs only in a szn- 
gle letter, % daleth, for \ vaw; the latter of which 
might easily be mistaken by a transcriber for the other, 
especially if the horizontal stroke of the 9 daleth hap- 
pened to be a little faint towards the left; as, in that 
case, it would wear the appearance of a} vaw; and 
this is not unfrequently the case, not only in MSS., 
but even in printed books. It seems as evident as it 
can well be that this was the word which the Septuagint 
found in the copy from which they translated: their 
evidence, and that of the apostle, joined to the consi- 
deration that the interchange of the two letters men- 
tioned above might -have been easily made, is quite 
sufficient to legitimate the reading for which I con- 
tend. Houbigant and several others are of the same 
mind. 
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The effects of Paul's discourse 


peso penshew = for: I work a work in 
An. Olymp. your days, a work which ye shall 


cir COVIA.  % é Gy 
—__—___—_ in no wise believe, though a man 


declare it unto you. 

42 “| And when the Jews were gone out 
of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that 
these words might be preached to them ° the 
next Sabbath. 

43 Now when the congregation was broken 
up, many of the Jews end religious proselytes 
followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking 
to them, ? persuaded them to continue in 4 the 
grace of God, 


CHAP. XIII. 


on the Jews and Gentiles 


44 9 And the next Sabbath day oe ae 
came almost the whole city to- An. Olymp. 
, cir, CCVI. 1. 


gether to hear the word of God. 

45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
they were filled with envy, and * spake against 
those things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaspheming. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
and said, ‘It was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken to you: 
but tseeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, “we 
turn to the Gentiles : 


Isa. xxvill. 14; Gen. xxvii. 12. © Gr. In the week between, 
or, im the Sabbath between. P Chap. xi. 23; xiv. 22. 4 Tit. 
ii. 11; Heb. xii. 15; 1 Pet. v. 12——Chap. xviii. 6; 1 Pet. 


iv. 4; Jude 10.—= Matt. x. 6; chap. iii. 26; ver. 26; Rom.i. 
16. t Exod. xxxii. 10; Deut. xxxil. 21; Isa.lv.5; Matt. xx1. 
43; Rom. x. 19. u Chap. xviii. 6; xxvii. 28. 


The word agavic6yte, which we translate perish, 
signifies more properly disappear, or hide yourselves ; 
as people, astonished and alarmed at some coming evil, 
betake themselves to flight, and hide themselves in 
order to avoid it. 

Verse 42. When the Jews were gone out] That 
part of them in whom the words of the prophet were 
fulfilled, viz. those who, though they had the clearest 
relation of so interesting a history, would not believe 
it: they shut their eyes against the light, and hardened 
their hearts against the truth. There were other Jews 
in the assembly that did believe, and were saved. 

The Gentiles besought| There is some doubt whe- 
ther the original, tapexatovy ra efvy, should be trans- 
lated the Gentiles besought ; or they besought the Gen- 
tiles: for the words will bear either; but the latter 
sense more naturally. - When the Jews retired, deter- 
mining not to credit what was spoken, the apostle, see- 
ing the Gentiles of a better mind, requested them to 
come and hear those words, or doctrines, the next 
Sabbath. But, the neat, ro weraév, as Hesychius de- 
fines it, per’ oArvyov, ava pecov, shortly, or betwixt, may 
mean the after part of the same Sabbath, or the course 
of the ensuing week, between the two Sabbaths ; for 
Mondays and Thursdays, or the second and fifth days 
of the week, were times in which those who feared 
God usually met together in the synagogue ; for it is 
a maxim with the rabbins, that no three days should 
elapse without reading of the law. 

On this verse there is a great number of various 
readings: instead of, when the Jews were going out 
of the synagogue, ABCDE, several others of great 
repute, with all the Syriac, the Coptic, AKthiopic, 
Armenian, Vulgate, and Itala, read, As they were 
going out, they entreated that these words should be 
preached unto them in the course of the week, or the 
next Sabbath. So that, according to this well accre- 
dited reading, the words, ex ty¢ ovvaywyn¢ Tov Jovdac- 
wv, are left out in the first clause, avrwv being put in 
their place ; and ra e6vy, the Gentiles, is wholly omitted 
in the second clause. The most eminent critics approve 
of this reading ; indeed it stands on such authority as to 
render it almost indubitable. Of the avrwy, them, which 
is substituted for the first clause, Professor White says, 
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lectio indubie genuina: this reading is undoubtedly 
genuine; and of the ra evn exc, he says, cerlissume 
delenda: they should certainly be expunged. We are 
therefore to understand the words thus : that, “ as they 
were going out on the breaking up of the assembly, some 
of them desired that they might have these doctrines 
preached to them on the ensuing week or Sabbath.” 
And thus all the ambiguity of the verse vanishes. 

Verse 43. Many of the Jews] Direct descendants 
from some of the twelve tribes; and religious prose- 
lytes, heathens who had been converted to Judaism, 
and, having submitted to circumcision, had become 
proselytes of the covenant: though some think that 
the expression means proselytes of the gate—persons 
who believed in one God, like the Jews, but who had 
not received circumcision. 

Persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.) 
That is, that they should continue to credit the Gos- 
pel; to receive the spirit and influence of it; to bring 
forth the fruits of that spirit; and thus continue under 
the favour and approbation of God. : 

Verse 44. The next Sabbath day] The good news 
had spread far and wide, by means of the converted 
Jews and proselytes. 

Almost the whole city] Jews, proselytes, and Gen- 
tiles, came together to hear tov Aoyov tov Qeov, this 
doctrine of God, this Divine teaching, by which so 
many of their kindred and acquaintance had become 
so wise and happy. It is not by public discourses 
merely that people are converted to God ; but by the 
private teaching and godly conduct of those who have 
received the truth ; for, as these are scattered through- 
out society, they are a Jeaven in every place. 

Verse 45. The Jews—were filled with envy] See 
on chap. v. 17. These could not bear the Gentiles, 
who believed in Christ, to be egual with them ; and 
yet, according to the Gospel, it was really the case. 

Contradicting| The arguments and statements 
brought forward by the disciples ; and blaspheming, 
speaking impiously and injuriously of Jesus Christ. 
This is probably what is meant. 

Verse 46. Waxed bold| Uappnoracapevor ; Having 
great liberty of speech ; astrong, persuasive, and over- 
powering eloquence. They had eternal truth for the 
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Paul and Barnabas abandon the 


yas pe ee 47 For so hath the Lord com- 
An. Olymp. manded us, saying, YI have set 


Se thee to be a light of the Gentiles, 


that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the 
ends of the earth. 


vIsa. xlii, 6; xlix, 6; Luke ii. 32. 


basis of this discourse; a multitude of inconiestadble 
facts to support it; an all-persuading eloquence to 
illustrate and maintain what they had asserted. 

Should first have been spoken to you) When our 
Lord gave his apostles their commission to go into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature, 
he told them they must begin first at Jerusalem, Mark 
xvi. 15; Luke xxiv. 47, In obedience therefore to 
this command, the apostles (in every place where they 
preached) made their first offers of the Gospel to ihe 
Jews. 

Ye put it from you] Amw@eroGe avrov, Ye disdain 
this doctrine, and consider it contemptible: so the 
word is frequently used. 

And judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life] 
Was this meant as a strong irony? ‘+ Ye have such 
humbling thoughts of yourselves, that ye think the 
blessings of the Gospel too good to be bestowed on 
such worthless wretches as ye are.” Or did the 
apostle mean that, by their words and conduct on this 
occasion, they had passed sentence on themselves, 
and, in effect, had decided that they were unworthy of 
the grace of the Gospel; and God now ratifies that 
judgment by removing those blessings from ¢hem, and 
sending them to the Gentiles ? 

Verse 47. For so the Lord commanded us|] The 
apostles could quote a pertinent scripture for every 
thing they did; because the outlines of the whole 
Gospel dispensation are founded in the Jaw and the 
prophets; and they were now building the Church 
of God according to the pattern shown them in the 
Mount. In the things of God, no man nor minister 
should go farther than he can say, Thus it is written, 
and thus it behoves me to do; and let him see that 
his quotations are fairly made, and not a detached 
passage or member of a sentence produced, because it 
seems to look like the system he wishes to establish, 

I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles] This 
quotation is from Isa. xlix. 6, and was most fully in 
point. The Jews could not resist the testimony of 
their own prophet ; and the Gentiles rejoiced to find 
that the offers of salvation were to be made so speci- 
fically to them. 

For salvation unto the ends of the earth,| The very 
name of the Messiah, viz. Jusus, announced the design 
and end of his mission, He is the Saviour, and is 
to be proclaimed as such to the ends of the earth; to 
all mankind ; to every nation, and people, and tongue ; 
and, wherever the Gospel is preached, there is a free, 
full, and sincere offer of salvation to every soul that 
hears it, And the offer is proof sufficient, in itself, 
that there is a power to receive its blessings given to 
those to whom the offer is made; as it would be of 
no use to offer them a salvation which it was designed 
they either should not or could not receive, A son 
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THE ACTS. 


Jews, and turn to the Gentiles. 

; A. M. cir. 4049 

48 And when the Gentiles ae ae 
heard this, they were glad, and An. Olymp. 


glorified the word of the Lord : Be Ako 


~ and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. 


w Chap. li. 47. 


of Satan might be capable of such dissimulation and 
bad faith ; but the holy God cannot. 

Verse 48. As many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed.| This text has been most pitifully misun- 
derstood. Many suppose that it simply means that 
those in that assembly who were fore-ordained, or 
predestinated by God’s decree, to eternal life, believed 
under the influence of that decree. Now, we should 
be careful to examine what a word means, before we 
attempt to fia its meaning. Whatever terayyevor may 
mean, which is the word we translate ordained, it is 
neither mporeraypevor nor mpoopicevoe which the apos- 
tle uses, but simply rerayyevor, which includes no idea 
of pre-ordination or pre-destination of any kind. And, 
if it even did, it would be rather hazardous to say that 
all those who believed at this time were such as actu- 
ally persevered unto the end, and were saved unto 
eternal life. But, leaving all these precarious mat- 
ters, what does the word retayzevog mean? The verb 
TatT® or Tacow signifies to place, set, order, appoint, 
dispose; hence it has been considered here as imply- 
ing the disposition or readiness of mind of ‘several 
persons in the congregation, such as the religious pro- 
selytes mentioned ver. 43, who possessed the reverse 
of the disposition of those Jews who spake against 
those things, contradicting and blaspheming, ver. 45. 
Though the word in this place has been variously 
translated, yet, of all the meanings ever put on it, 
none agrees worse with its nature and known signifi- 
cation than that which represents it as intending those 
who were predestinated to eternal life: this is no 
meaning of the term, and should never be applied to 
it. Let us, without prejudice, consider the scope of 
the place: the Jews contradicted and blasphemed ; 
the religious proselytes heard attentively, and received 
the word of life: the one party were utterly indis- 
posed, through their own stubbornness, to receive the 
Gospel; the others, destitute of prejudice and prepos- 
session, were glad to hear that, in the order of God, 
the Gentiles were included in the covenant of salva- 
tion through Christ Jesus; they, therefore, in this 
good state and order of mind, believed. Those who 
seek for the plain meaning of the word will find it 
here: those who wish to make out a sense, not from 
the Greek word, its use among the best Greek wri- 
ters, and the obvious sense of the evangelist, but from 
their own creed, may continue to puzzle themselves 
and others; kindle their own fire, compass themselves 
with sparks, and walk in the light of their own fire, 
and of the sparks which they have kindled; and, in 
consequence, lie down in sorrow, having bidden adieu 
to the true meaning of a passage so very simple, taken 
in its connection, that one must wonder how it ever 
came to be misunderstood and misapplied. Those 
who wish to see more on this verse may consult Ham 


The Jews expel the apostles, 


A. M. cir. 4049. 
A. D. cir. 45, 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVI. 1. 


49 And the word of the Lord 
was published throughout all the 
region. 

50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and 
honourable women, and the chief men of the 
city, and * raised persecution against Paul and 


x2'Tim. iii. 11.——yY Matt. x.14; Mark vi.11; Luke ix. 5; 


CHAP, XIV. 


who come to Iconium 


Barnabas, and expelled them out 4, M.cir 4049. 
f AP Deir.) 45, 
of their coasts. An Olymp. 
51 ¥ But they shook off the dust Pein Sal 
of theirfeetagainstthem, andcame unto Iconium. 
52 And the disciples 7 were filled with joy, 
and with the Holy Ghost. 


chap. xviii. 6. zMatt. v.12; John xvi. 22; chap. il. 46. 


mond, Whitby, Schoettgen, Rosenmiiller, Pearce, Sir 
Norton Knatchbull, and Dodd. 

Verse 49. The word of the Lord was published, §c.] 
Those who had come from different parts, and were 
converted, carried the glad tidings to their respective 
neighbourhoods; and thus the doctrine was published 
throughout all the region of Pisidia, where they then 
were. See on ver. 44. 

Verse 50. Devout and honourable women] It is 
likely that these were heathen matrons, who had be- 
come proselytes to the Jewish religion; and, as they 
were persons of affluence and respectability, they. had 
considerable influence with the civil magistracy of the 
place, and probably their husbands were of this order ; 
and it is likely that they used that influence, at the 
instigation of the Jews, to get the apostles expelled 
from the place. 

Verse 51. They shook off the dust of their feet 
against them] This was a very significant rite ; by it, 
they in effect said: Ye are worse than the heathen : 
even your very land is accursed for your opposition to 
God, and we dare not permit even its dust to cleave 
to the soles of our feet ; and we shake it off, in depart- 
ing from your country, according to our Lord’s com- 
mand, (Matt. x. 14,) for a testimony against you, that 
we offered you salvation, but ye rejected 7¢ and perse- 
cuted us. The Jews, when travelling in heathen 
countries, took care, when they came to the borders 
of their own, to shake off the dust of their feet, lest 
any of the unhallowed ground should defile the sacred 
land of Israel. 

Came unto Iconium.] According to Strabo, Ico- 
nium was a small fortified town, the capital of Lyca- 
onia, at present called Cogni. ‘ Lycaonia was a 
province at the back of Pamphylia, higher up in Asia 
Minor, and to the north-east of Pamphylia.” Pearce. 


Verse 52. The disciples were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Ghost.) Though in the world they had 
tribulation, yet in Christ they had peace; and, while 
engaged in their Master’s work, they always had their 
Master’s wages. The happiness of a genuine Chris- 
tian lies far beyond the reach of earthly disturbances, 
and is not affected by the changes and chances to 
which mortal things are exposed. The martyrs were 
more happy in the flames than their persecutors could 
be on their beds of down. 

St. Paul’s sermon at Antioch has been thus analyzed. 

1. His prologue, ver. 16, addressed to those who 
fear God. 

2. His narrative of God’s goodness to Israel: 1. In 
their deliverance from Egypt. 2. In their sup- 
port in the wilderness. 3. In his giving them 
the land of Canaan. 4. In the judges and kings 
which he had given for their governors, ver. 17-22. 

3. His proposition, that Jesus was the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world, ver. 23. 

4. The illustration of this proposition, proving its 
truth ; 1. From Christ’s stock and family, ver. 23. 
2. From the testimony of his forerunner, ver. 24. 
3. From the resurrection of Christ, ver. 30; 
which was corroborated with the testimony of 
many Galileans, ver. 31, and of the prophets, 
David, ver. 33, 35, and Isaiah, ver. 34. 

5. He anticipates objections, relative to the unjust 
condemnation, death and burial of Christ, ver. 
27-29. 

6. His epilogue, in which he excites his audience 
to embrace the Gospel on two considerations : 1. 
The benefits which they receive who embrace 
the Gospel, ver. 38, 39. 2. The danger to 
which they were exposed who should despise and 
reject it, ver. 40, 41, 


CHAPTER XIV. 


Paul and Barnabas, having preached at Iconium with great success, are persecuted, and obliged to flee to 


Lystra and Derbe, 1-6. 
be gods, are about to offer them sacrifices, 
tain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, com 


Here they preach, and heal a cripple; on which, the people, supposing them to 
and are with difficulty prevented by these apostles, 7-18. Cer- 
ng thither, induce the people to stone Paul ; who, being dragged 


out of the city as dead, while the disciples stand around him, rises up suddenly, and returns to the city, 


and the next day departs to Derbe, 19, 20. 


Having preached here, he and Barnabas return to Lystra, 


Iconium, and Antioch, confirming the disciples, and ordaining elders in every Church, 21-23. They pass 


through Pisidia and Pamphylia, 24. 
When, having called the disciples together, 


Through Perga and Attalia, 25 : 
they inform them of the door of faith opened to the Gentiles, 


; and sail to Antioch in Syria, 26. 


and there abode a long time with the Church, 27, 28. 


1 


oe 


Paul and Barnabas preach in a THE 


A. M. cir. 4049, 
D. cir. 45, 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVL. 1. 


ND it came to pass in Ico- 

“nium, that they went both 
together into the synagogue of the 
Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude, 
both of the Jews and also of the Greeks, be- 
lieved, 

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the 
Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected 
against the brethren, 

3 Long time therefore abode they speaking 
boldly in the Lord, * which gave testimony 
unto the word of his grace, and granted signs 
and wonders to be done by their hands. 

4 But the multitude of the city was divided : 


ress ere 


«Mark xvi. 20; Heb. ii. 4 ——> Chap. xiii. 3. 


ACTS. Jewish synagogue at Iconiwum. 

and part held pee a Jews, and “abe A 
1 3 An. Olymp. 

part with the > apostles ee. 


5 And when. there was an ————_. 
assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of 
the Jews with their rulers, * to use them de- 
spitefully, and to stone them, 

6 They were ware of zt, and ‘fled unto 
Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and un- 
to the region that heth round about : 

7 And there they preached the Gospel 

8 9° And there sat a certain man at Lys 
tra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from 
his mother’s womb, who never had walked: 

9 The same heard Paul speak: who stead 


¢2 Tim. iii. 11.—4 Matt. x, 23——e Chap, iii. 2. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIV. 

Verse 1. In Iconium] See the conclusion of the 
preceding chapter. 

So spake] Kat AaAnoat obrwc, With such power and 
demonstration of the Spirit, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews, genuine descendants of one or other 
of the twelve tribes, and also of the Greeks, ‘EAAnvar, 
probably such as were proselytes of the gate, delieved, 
received the Christian religion as a revelation from 
God, and confided in its Author for salvation, accord- 
ing to the apostles’ preaching. 

Verse 2. Sttrred up the Gentiles] Tov ebvor, Such 
as were mere heathens, and thus distinguished from 
the Jews, and the Greeks who were proselytes. 

Evil affected] Exakucav, Irritated or exasperated 
their minds against the brethren, the disciples of 
Christ: one of their appellations before they were 
called Christians at Antioch. See on chap. xi, 26. 

Verse 3. Long time therefore abode they] Because 
they had great success, therefore they continued a long 
time, gaining many converts, and building up those 
who had believed, in their most holy faith ; notwith- 
standing the opposition they met with, both from the 
unbelieving Jews and heathens. 

Speaking boldly| Tappyovafouevor, Having great 
hberty of speech, a copious and commanding eloquence, 
springing from a consciousness of the truth which 
they preached. 

The word of his grace] The Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which is the doctrine of God's grace, mercy, or favour 
to mankind. 

And granted signs and wonders to be done] For no 
apostle could work a miracle by himself; nor was any 
sign or wonder wrought even by the greatest apostle, 
but by an especial grant or dispensation of God. This 
power was not resident in them at all times; it was 
only now and then communicated, when a miracle was 
necessary for the confirmation of the truth preached. 

Verse 4, The multitude of the city was divided] 
The Jews treated the apostles as false teachers, and 
their miracles as impositions ; and many of the people 
held with them: while the others, who had not hard- 
ened their hearts against the truth, felt the force of its 
and, being without prejudice, could easily discern the 
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miracles to be the work of God, and therefore held 
with the apostles, 

Verse 5. An assault made] 'Opun, A desperate at- 
tempt was made by their rulers, i. e. by the heathen 
rulers of the people, and the rulers’ of the synagogue. 

To use them desmitefully] To expose them, bring 
them into contempt, and make them appear as mon- 
sters, or movers of sedition; and then to stone them 
for this falsely alleged crime. 

Verse 6. They were ware of it] They were in- 
formed of the scheme, and of the attempt that was 
about to be made, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe; 
they did not leave the province of Lycaonia, but went 
to other towns and cities. Lystra lay to the south 
and Derbe to the north of Iconium, according to the 
general opinion. Strabo, Geogr. lib. xii., tells us ex- 
pressly, that Iconium was within Lycaonia, Thence 
are the Lycaonian hills plain, cold, naked, and pastures 
for wild asses.—About these places stands Iconium, 
a town built in a better soil. Ptolemy also, Tab. 
Asie, 1. cap. 6, places Iconium in Lyeaonia. How 
comes it, then, that St. Luke does not call Iconium a 
city of Lycaonia, as well as Derbe and Lystra? Pliny; 
Hist. Nat. lib, v, cap. 27, solves this difficulty, by 
stating, that there was granted a tetrarchy out of 
Lycaoma, on that side which borders upon Galatia, 
consisting of fourteen cities ; the most famous of which 
ts Iconium. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 7. And there they preached the Gospel.] 
Wherever they went, they were always employed in 
their Master’s work. Some MSS. of considerable 
note add here, and all the people were moved at their 
preaching, but Paul and Barnabas tarried at Lystra. 

Verse 8. Impotent in his feet] Advvaroc rou Tool, 
He had no muscular power, and probably his ancle 
bones were dislocated; or he had what is commonly 
termed clud feet; this is the more likely, as he is 
said to have been lame Jrom his mother’s womb, and 
to have never walked. ’ 

Verse 9. That he had faith to be healed] How did 
this faith come to this poor heathen 2 Why, by hear- 
ing the word of God preached : for it is said, the same 
heard Paul speak. And it appears that he credited the 
doctrine he heard, and believed that Jesus could, if he 
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Paul heals a cripple 


peel soir, Ae fastly deholding him, and f per- 
Av. Olymp. ceiving that he had faith to be 
cir. CCVI. 2. 


healed, 

10 Said with a loud voice, * Stand up- 
right on thy feet. And he leaped, and 
walked. 


11 And when the people saw what Paul had 


CTDAP t XEV: 


who had never walked. 


A. M. cir. 4050, 
A. D. cir. 46, 
An, Olymp. 
cir. CCVI. 2. 


done, they lifted up their voices, 
saying, in the speech of Lycao- 
nia, » The gods are come down 
to us ‘in the likeness of men. 

12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and 
Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief 
speaker. 


f Matt. viii. 10; ix, 28, 29,——# Isa. xxxv. 6. 


i2 Cor. xi. 14. 


h Chap. viii. 10; xxviii. 6. 


would, make him whole. Besides, he must have heard 
of the miracles which the apostles had wrought, see 
ver 8; and this would raise his expectation of receiv- 
ing-a cure. 

Verse 10. Said with a loud voice] After this clause 
the following is found in CD, and several others, either 
in the text or margin: oot Aey@ ev Tw ovoare Tov Kupiov 
Inoov Xpicov, I say unto thee, In the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, “stand upright on thy feet.” This 
reading is also in several versions ; and though it may 
not stand on such evidence as to entitle it to a place 
in the text, yet it is not likely that St. Paul would 
not have used the sacred name on such an occasion ; 
especially as this appears to have been the usual form. 
See chap. ili. 6. 

He leaped and walked.| Giving the fullest proof of 
nis restoration: his leaping, however, might have 
been through joy of having received his cure. 

Verse 11. Saying, in the speech of Lycaonia] 
What this language was has puzzled the learned not a 
little. Calmet thinks it was a corrupt Greek dialect ; 
as Greek was the general language of Asia Minor. 
Mr. Paul Ernest Jablonski, who has written a disser- 
tation expressly on the subject, thinks it was the same 
language with that of the Cappadocians, which was 
mingled with Syriac. That it was no dialect of the 
Greek must be evident from the circumstance of its 
being here distinguished from it. We have sufficient 
proofs from ancient authors that most of these pro- 
vinees used different languages; and it is correctly 
remarked, by Dr. Lightfoot, that the Carians, who 
dwelt much nearer Greece than the Lycaonians, are 
called by Homer, BapBapoduvor, people of a barbarous 
or strange language ; and Pausanias also called them 
Barbari. That the language of Pisidia was distinct 
from the Greek we have already seen; note on chap. 
xiii. ver. 15. We have no light to determine this 
point; and every search after the language of Lycao- 
nia must be, at this distance of time, fruitless. 

The gods are come down to us in the likeness of 
men.] From this, and from all heathen antiquity, it is 
evident: 1. That the heathen did not consider the 
Divine nature, how low soever they rated it, to be 
like the human nature. 2. That they imagined that 
these celestial beings often assumed human forms to 
-jsit men, in order to punish the evil and reward the 
good. The Metamorphoses of Ovid are full of such 
visitations ; and so are Homer, Virgil, and other poets. 
The angels visiting Abraham, Jacob, Lot, &c., might 
have been the foundation on which most of these hea- 
then. fictions were built. 

The following passage in Homer will cast some 
light upon the point :— 

1 


Kai te Oeot, Fetrvototyv eotxotrec adAodaroiot, 
Tlavtotot reAebovrec, exicpwdwot xoAnac, 
Av6purar bBpw Te Kat evvopinyv edopwrTeEc. 

Hom. Odyss. xvii. ver. 485. 
For in similitude of strangers oft, 
The gods, who can with ease all shapes assume, 
Repair to populous cities, where they mark 
The outrageous and the righteous deeds of men. 

CowPeEr. 


Ovip had a similar notion, where he represents Jupiter 
coming down to visit the earth, which seems to be 
copied irom Genesis xviil. 20, 21: And the Lord 
said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, 
and because their sin is grievous, I will go down now, 
and see whether they have done altogether according 
to the cry of it, which is come unto me: and if not, I 
will know, 


Contigerat nostras infamia temporis aures : 

Quam cupiens falsam, summo delabor Olympo. 

Et deus humana lustro sub imagine terras. 

Longa mora est, quantum noxe sit ubique repertum, 

Enumerare: minor fuit ipsa infamia vero. 
Metam. lib. i. ver. 211. 


The clamours of this vile, degenerate age, 

The cries of orphans, and the oppressor’s rage, 

Had reached the stars: ‘ I will descend,” said I, 

In hope to prove this loud complaint a lie. 

Disguised in human shape, I travelled round 

The world, and more than what I heard, I found. 
Dryven. 


It was a settled belief among the Egyptians, that 
their gods, sometimes in the likeness of men, and 
sometimes in that of animals which they held sacred, 
descended to the earth, and travelled through differ- 
ent provinces, to punish, reward, and protect. ‘The 
Hindoo Avatars, or incarnations of their gods, prove 
how generally this opinion had prevailed. Their 
Poorana are full of accounts of the descent of Brahma, 
Vishnoo, Shiva, Naradu, and other gods, in human 
shape. We need not wonder to find it in Lycaonia. 

Verse 12.. They called Barnabas, Jupiter; and 
Paul, Mercurius| The heathens supposed that Jupiter 
and Mercury were the gods who most frequently as- 
sumed the human form ; and Jupiter was accustomed to 
take Mercury with him on such expeditions. Jupiter 
was the supreme god of the heathens; and Mercury 
was by them considered the god of eloquence. And 
the ancient fable, from which I have quoted so largely 
above, represents Jupiter and Mercury coming to this 
very region, where they were entertained by Lycaon, 
from whom the Lycaonians derived their name. Sce 
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Preparation to offer sacrifice THE ACTS. unto Paul and Barnabas. 
AM, ir 4080 13 Then the priest of Jupiter,| 14 Which when the apos- 4, M. cir. 4050 
An. Olymp. which was before their city,|tles, Barnabas and Paul, heard Fos Oa. 


ir. CCVI. 2. 
cir. CCVI. 2 brought oxen and garlands unto 


the gates, * and would have done sacrifice 
with the people. 


k Dan. il. 46. 


the whole fable in the first book of Ovid’s Metamor- 
phoses. 

As the ancients usually represented Jupiter as rather 
an aged man, large, noble, and majestic ; and Mercury 
young, light, and active, the conjecture of Chrysostom 
is very probable, that Barnabas was a large, noble, 
well-made man, and probably in years; and St. Paul, 
young, active, and eloquent; on which account, they 
termed the former Jupiter, and the latter Mercury. 
That Mercury was eloquent and powerful in his words 
is allowed by the heathens ; and the very epithet that 
is applied here to Paul, yv 6 yyovmevog tov Aoyov, he 
was the chief or leader of the discourse, was applied to 
Mercury. So Jamblichus de Myster. Init. Oo¢ 6 Tw 
Royov hyenav 6 Epunc. And Macrobius, Sat. i. 8: 
Scimus Mercurium vocis et sermonis potentem. We 
know that Mercury is powerful both in his voice and 
eloquence. With the Lycaonians, the actions of these 
apostles proved them to be gods; and the different parts 
they took appeared to them to fix their character, so that 
one was judged to be Jupiter, and the other Mercury. 

Verse 13. Then the priest of Jupiter, which was 
before their city] There is a meaning here, which ordi- 
nary readers will not readily apprehend. Many cities 
were put under the protection of a particular deity ; and 
the image of that deity placed at the entrance, to sig- 
nify that he was the guardian and protector. To this 
St. Luke, every where as accurate as he is circum- 
stantial, refers. Lystra, it appears, was under the 
guardianship of Jupiter Propulaius, Avog rpomvaAaov, 
which St. Luke translates, tov Aco¢g rov ovto¢g mpo tne 
wodewc, the Jupiter that was before the city, which is 
another term for Jupiter Custos, or Jupiter the guar- 
dian. All these deities, according to the attributes they 
sustained, had their peculiar priests, rites, and sacri- 
fices ; and each a peculiar service and priest for the 
office he bore; so that Jupiter Brontes, Jupiter the 
thunderer, had a different service from Jupiter Custos, 
Jove the guardian. Hence we can see with what 
accuracy St. Luke wrote: the person who was going 
to offer them sacrifices was the priest of Jupiter Custos, 
under whose guardianship the city of Lystra was, and 
whom the priest supposed had visited the city in a 
human form; and Barnabas, probably for the reasons 
already assigned, he imagined was the person; and as 
Mercury, the god of eloquence, was the general at- 
tendant of Jupiter, the people and the priest supposed 
that Paul, who had a powerful, commanding eloquence, 
was that god, also disguised. A beautiful figure of 
such an image of Jupiter as, I suppose, stood before 
the gate of Lystra, still remains; and a fine engraving 
of it may be seen in Gruter’s Inscriptions, vol. i. p. Xx. 
Jupiter is represented naked, sitting on a curule or 
consular chair; in his right hand he holds his thunder, 
and a long staff in his left; at his right, stands the 
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their clothes, 
the 


of, ‘they rent 


and in among people, crying 


out, 


Tan 


1 Matt. xxvi. 65. 


eagle prepared for flight; and, above, the winged cap 
and caduceus of Mercury. On the base is the inscrip- 
tion, lupprrer Cusros pomus Aue. Jupiter, the guar- 
dian of the house of Augustus. As the preserver or 
guardian of towns, he was generally styled Jupiter 
Custos, Serenus and Servator. His name, Jupiter, 
i. e. juvans pater, the helping father, entitled him, in 
those days of darkness, to general regard. On this 
false god, who long engrossed the worship of even the 
most enlightened nations on the earth, much may be 
seen in Lactantius, Divinar. Institution. lib. i.; in the 
Antiquité expliquée of Montfaucon; and various in- 
scriptions, relative to his character as guardian, &c¢., 
may be seen in Gruter, as above. 

Oxen and garlands] That is, oxen adorned with 
flowers, their horns gilded, and neck bound about with 
fillets, as was the custom in sacrificial rites. They also 
crowned the gods themselves, the priests, and gates of 
the temples, with flowers. Of this method of adorning 
the victims, there are numerous examples in the Greek 
and Latin writers. A few may suffice. Thus Ovin :— 


Victima labe carens et prestantissima forma 
Sistitur ante aras; et vittis presignis et auro, 
Ovip, Met. lib. xv. ver. 130. 


The fairest victim must the powers appease, 
So fatal ’tis sometimes too much to please : 
A purple fillet his broad brow adorns 
With flowery garlands, crown, and gilded horns. 
Dryven. 
Hwe Anius niveis circumdata tempora vittis 
Concutiens, et tristis ait : 
Ibid. lib. xiii. ver. 643. 
The royal prophet shook his hoary head, 
With fillets bound; and, sighing, thus he said 
Catcorr, 


—_—————————-fovet 1gmibus aras, 
Muneribus deos implet: feriuntque secures 
Colla torosa boum vinctorum cornua vittis. 

Tbid. lib. vii. ver. 427. 


Rich curling fumes of incense feast the skies, 
A hecatomb of voted victims dies, 

With gilded horns, and garlands on their head, 
In all the pomp of death to th’ altar led. Tare. 


Vircit also refers to the same rites and circum- 
stances :— 


Sepe in honore dem medio stans hostia ad aram 

Lanea dum nivea circumdatur infula vitta, 

Inter cunctantes cecidit moribunda ministros 
Vire. Georg. lib. iii. ver. 486. 


The victim ox that was for altars pressed, 
Trimmed with white ribbons, and with garlands 
dressed, 
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The apostles with difficulty restrain 


A.M. cir. 4050. 15 And saying, Sirs, ™ why 
An. Olymp. do ye these things? =" We also 


cir. CCVI. 2. ; 3 3 
——__—_—— are men of like passions with 


you, and preach unto you that ye should turn 
from ° these vanities P unto the living God, 
4 which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and all things that are therein : 


m Chap. x. 26. o James v.17; Rev. xix. 10. ©} Sam. xii. 
21; 1 Kings xvi. 13; Jer. xiv. 22; Amos ii. 4; 1 Cor. viii. 4. 
Pl Thess. 1. 9.9 Gen. i.1; Psa. xxxiiil. 6; exlvi. 6; Rev. xiv. 7. 


Sunk of himself, without the god’s command, 
Preventing the slow sacrificer’s hand. Dryprn. 
Many similar examples may be seen in Wetstein and 

others. 

At the time of worship, the Hindoo priests place 
garlands of flowers on the head of the image. Whether 
the garlands were intended to decorate the oxen or the 
apostles, we cannot say; but in either case the con- 
duct of the Lycaonians was conformable to that of the 
modern Hindoos. 

Verse 15. We also are men of like passions with 
you] This saying of the apostles has been most strange- 
ly perverted. A pious commentator, taking the word 
passion in its vulgar and most improper sense, (a bad 
temper, an evil propensity,) and supposing that these 
holy men wished to confess that they also had many 
sinful infirmities, and wrong tempers, endeavours. to 
illustrate this sense of the word, by appealing to the 
contention of Paul and Barnabas, &c., &c. But the 
expression means no more than, “ we are truly human 
beings, with the same powers and appetites as your 
own; need food and raiment as you do; and are all 
mortal like yourselves.” 

That ye should turn from these vanities] That is, 
from these zdols and false gods. How often false gods 
and idolatry are termed vanity in the Scriptures, no 
careful reader-of the Bible needs to be told. What a 
bold saying was this in the presence of a heathen mob, 
intent on performing an act of their superstitious wor- 
ship, in which they no doubt thought the safety of the 
state was concerned. The ancient fable related by 
Ovid, Metam. lib. i. ver. 211-239, to which reference 
has already been made, will cast some light on the 
conduct of the Lystrians in this case. The following 
is its substance :—‘ Jupiter, having been informed of 
the great degeneracy of mankind, was determined him- 
self to survey the earth. Coming to this province, 
(Lycaonia,) disguised in human shape, he took up his 
residence at the palace of Lycaon, then king of that 
country: giving a sign of his godhead, the people 
worship him: Lycaon sneers, doubts his divinity, and 
is determined to put it to the trial. Some ambassadors 
from the Molossian state haying just arrived, he slew 
one of them, boiled part of his flesh, and roasted the 
rest, and set it before Jupiter: the god, indignant at 
the insult, burnt the palace, and turned the impious 
king into a wolf.” From this time, or, rather, from this 
fable, the whole province was called Lycaonia. The 
simple people now seeing such proofs of supernatural 
power, in the miracles wrought by Barnabas and Paul, 
theught that Jupiter had again visited them ; and fear- 
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CHAP. XIV. 


the people from their design 


16 * Who in times past suffered 4. M. cir. 4050. 
mM J 3 A. D. cir. 46. 
all nations to walk in their own An. Olymp. 
cei. CCVE?, 
ways. pee E 
17 * Nevertheless he left not himself with 
out witness, in that he did good, and * gave us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness. 


r Psa. Ixxxi. 12; chap. xvii. 30; 1 Pet. iv. 3—= Chap. xvii. 27 ; 
Rom. i. 20. t Lev. xxvi.4; Deut. xi. 14; xxviii. 12; Jobv.10; 
Psa. lxv. 10; Ixviii. 9; cxlvii. 8; Jer. xiv. 22; Matt. v. 45. 


ing lest they should meet with his indignation, should 
they neglect duly to honour him, they brought oven and 
garlands, and would have offered them sacrifice, had 
they not been prevented by the apostles themselves. 
This circumstance will account for their whole con- 
duct ; and shows the reason why Jupiter was the tute- 
lar god of the place. As, therefore, the people took 
them for gods, it was necessary for the apostles to show 
that they were but men; and this is the whole that is 
meant by the duovorabere avOpurot, men of like passions, 
fellow mortals, in the text, which has been so pitifully 
mistaken by some, and abused by others. 

The living God| Widely different from those stocks 
and stones, which were objects of their worship. 

Which made heaven and earth] And as all things 
were made by his power, soall subsist by his providence ; 
and to him alone, all worship, honour, and glory are due. 

Verse 16. Who in times past suffered all nations. 
g§c.] The words zavra ta e6vn, which we here trans- 
late, all nations, should be rendered, all the Gentiles 
merely to distinguish them from the Jewish people. 
who having a revelation, were not Jeft to walk in their 
own ways ; but the heathens, who had not a revelation, 
were suffered to form their creed, and mode of wor- 
ship, according to their own caprice. 


Verse 17. He left not himself without witness] 
Though he gave the Gentiles no revelation of his will, 
yet he continued to govern them by his gracious pro- 
vidence; doing them good in general; giving them 
rain to fertilize their grounds, and fruitful seasons as 
the result; so that grass grew for the cattle and corn 
for the service of man. 

Filling our hearts with food) Giving as much 
food as could reasonably be wished, so that gladness, 
or general happiness, was the result. Such was the 
gracious provision made for man, at all times, that the 
economy and bounty of the Divine Being were equally 
evidenced by it. He never gives Jess than is neces- 
sary, nor more than is sufficient. His economy for- 
bids men to waste, by giving them in general no pro- 
fusion. His bounty forbids them to want, by giving 
as much as is sufficient for all the natural wants of his 
creatures. By not giving foo much, he prevents lua- 
ury and riot: by giving enough, he prevents discon- 
tent and misery. Thus he does mankind good, by 
causing his rain to descend upon the just and the un- 
just, and his sun to shine upon the evil and the good 
Thus he is said not to have left himself without wit- 
ness: for his providential dealings are the witnesses 
of his being, his wisdom, and his bounty ; and thus 
the invisible things of God, even his eternal power and 
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Paul is stoned at Lystra, 


A. M. cir. 4050, 
A. D. cir. 46. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVI. 2. 


18 And with these sayings 
scarce restrained they the people, 
that they had not done sacrifice 
unto them. 

19 | "And there came thither certain Jews 
from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the 
people ; Y and, having stoned Paul, drew him 
out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round 
about him, he rose up, and came into the city : 


THE ACTS. 


and miraculously restored 
and the» next day he» departed A.M. clr. 4050. 
with Barnabas to Derbe. An. Olymp. 


21 9 And when they had pa al 


preached the Gospel to that city, ¥ and * had 
taught many, they returned again to Lystra, 
and to Iconium and Antioch, 

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and 
y exhorting them to continue in the faith; and 
that 7 we must through much tribulation enter 
into the kingdom of God. 


= 
v2 Cor. xi. 2p; 2 Timi. 1 w Matt. 


x Gr. Had made many disciples. 


u Chap. xiii. 45.- 
xxviii. 19. 


Godhead, were clearly seen, being understood by the 
things which are made, Rom. i. 30. Therefore those 
who continued to worship stocks and stones were with- 
out excuse. 'These were great and striking truths ; 
and into what detail the apostles now went, we can- 
not say; but it is likely that they spoke much more 
than is here related, as the next verse states that, with 
all these sayings, they found it difficult to prevent the 
people from offering them sacrifice. 

Verse 19. There came thither certain Jews from 
Antioch] Those were, no doubt, the same who had 
raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, at 
Tconium and Antioch, before : they followed the apos- 
tles with implacable malice ; and what they could not 
do themselves they endeavoured to do by others, whose 
minds they first perverted, aud then irritated to deeds 
of fell purpose. 

And having stoned Paul] Alas! of what real 
worth is popular fame? Tow uncertain, and how 
unworthy to be counted! These poor heathens acted 
just like the people of Malta, chap. xxviii. 4-6. When 
the viper fastened on the hand of Paul, they concluded 
he was a murderer: when they found it did him no 
damage, they changed their minds, and said he was a 
cop! When the Lycaonians saw the miracles that 
Paul did, they said he was the god Mercury: when 
the persecuting Jews came, they persuaded them that 
he was an impostor; and then they endeavoured to 
stone him to death. 

Supposing he had been dead.| They did not leave 
stoning him till they had the fullest evidence that he 
was dead; and so, most probably, he was. 

Verse 20. The disciples stood round about him] 
No doubt in earnest prayer, entreating the Author of 
life that his soul might again return to its battered 
tenement. 

He rose up] Miraculously restored, not only to life, 
but to perfect soundness ; so that he was able to walk 
into the city, that his persecutors might see the mighty 
power of God in his restoration, and the faith of the 
young converts be confirmed in the truth and goodness 
of God. It is strange that neither the young converts 
at Lystra, nor Barnabas, were involved in this perse- 
cution! It seems to have had Paul alone for its object ; 
and, when they thought they had despatched him, they 
did not think of injuring the rest. 

Verse 21. Preached the Gospel to that city} Derbe, 
a city in the same province. See on ver. 6. 
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y Chap. xi. 23; xii. 43. 2 Matt. x. 38; xvi. 24; Luke xxii. 
28, 29; Rom. viii. 17; 2 Tim. i. 11, 125; 11.12. 


They returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium} 
Behold the courage of these Christian men! They 
counted not their lives dear to them, and returned to 
do their Master’s work in the very places in which 
they had been so grievously persecuted, and where 
one of them had been apparently stoned to death !— 
The man who knows he is God’s ambassador, and that 
his life depends on his fidelity to his Master, knows 
he has nothing but his God to fear. 

Verse 22. Confirming the souls of the disciples| 
The word disciple signifies literally a scholar. The 
Church of Christ was a school, in which Christ him- 
self was chief Master; and his apostles, subordinate 
teachers. All the converts were disciples or scholars, 
who came to this school to be instructed in the know- 
ledge of themselves and of their Gop: of their duty to 
Him, to the Church, to society, and to themselves.— 


|After having been initiated in the principles of the 


heavenly doctrine, they needed line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept, in order that they might be con- 
Jirmed and established in the truth. Though it was a 
great and important thing to have their heads, their 
understanding, properly informed, yet, if the heart 
was not disciplined, information in the understanding 
would be of little avail; therefore they confirmed the 
sous of the disciples. As there must be some par- 
ticular standard of truth, to which they might continu- 
ally resort, that their faith might stand in the power 
of God, it was necessary that they should have such 
a system of doctrine as they knew came from God. 
These doctrines were those which contained all the 
essential principles of Christianity, and this was called 
THE FAITH; and, as they must have sownd principles, 
in order that they might have righteous practices, so 
it was necessary that they should continue in that faith, 
that it might produce that obedience, without which 
even faith itself, however excellent, must be useles 
and dead. ; 
Again, as the spirit of the world would be ever op- 
posed to the spzrit of Christ, so they must make up 
their minds to expect persecution and éribulation in 
various forms, and therefore had need of confirmed 
souls and strong faith, that, when trials came, they 
might meet them with becoming fortitude, and stand 
unmoved in the cloudy and dark day. And as the 
mind must faint under trouble that sees no prospect 
of its termination, and no conviction of its use, it was 
necessary that they should keep in view the kingdom 
1 


The apostles return to Antioch, and CHAP. XIV. 


Bap e295, on when they had * ordain- 
An. Olym 
An Qlymp. ed them elders in every Church, 


and had prayed with fasting, 
they > commended them to the Lord, on whom 
they believed. 

24 And after they had passed throughout Pi- 
sidia, they came to Pamphylia. 

25 And when they had preached the word 
in Perga, they went down into Attalia : 

-26 And thence sailed to Antioch, ° from 


2 Titus i. 5.— Chapter i. 26; xi, 26—* Chapter xiii. 1, 3. 


4 Chap. xv. 40. 


of God, of which they were subjects, and to which, 
through their adoption into the heavenly family, they 
had a Divine right. Hence, from the apostles’ teach- 


ing, they not only learned that they should meet with. 


tribulation, much tribulation, but, for their encourage- 
ment, they were also informed that these were the very 
means which God would use to bring them into his own 
kingdom ; so that, if they had ¢rzbulation in the way, 
they had a heaven of eternal glory as the end to which 
they were continually to direct their views. 

Verse 23. When they had ordained them elders] 
Elder seems to be here the name of an office. These 
were all young or new converts, and yet among them 
the apostles constitute elders. They appointed persons 
the most experienced, and the most advanced in the 
Divine life, to watch over and instruct the rest. But 
what is the meaning of the word yecporovyoartec, which 


we translate ordained? The word ordain we use in 


an ecclesiastical sense, and signify by it the appoint- 
ment of a person to an office in the Church, dy the 
imposition of the hands of those who are rulers in that 
Church. But yecporovia signifies the holding wp or 
stretching out the hand, as approving of the choice of 
any person to a particular work: whereas yepofeova 
signifies the twnposition of hands. “ Zonaras gives 
the proper meaning of the word in the text, in his 
Scholia upon the first canon of the apostles, Nuv ev 
xetpotovia Kadectat, k. T. A. * Nowadays, a course of 
prayers and invocation on the Holy Spirit, when one 
is initiated into the priesthood, and receives consecra- 
tion, is called yecpororia, cheirotonia, so termed be- 
cause the bishop extends his hand over him whom he 
blesses, when he is chosen into holy orders. Anciently, 
the choice or suffrage was called cheirotonia; for, 
when it was lawful for the multitude in their cities to 
choose their priests or bishops, they met together, and 
some chose one man, some another ; but, that it might 
appear whose suffrage won, they say the electors did 
use extevve Tac yetpac, to stretch forth their hands, 
and by their hands so stretched forth, or up, they were 
numbered who chose the one, and who the other ; and 
him who was elected by the most suffrages they placed 
in the high priesthood. And from hence was the name 
cheirotonia taken, which the fathers of the councils are 
found to have used, calling their suffrage cheirotonia.’ 
St. Paul, 2 Cor. viii. 19, intimates that St. Luke was 
thus appointed to travel with him yeiporovyGere tro 
rav exkAnowwy, who was chosen of the Churches. Igna- 
1 


relate their success to the Church. 


d 2. AS ey cir. 4050. 

aS A. D. cir. 46. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVI. 2. 


whence they had been 
commended to the grace of 
God for the work which they 
fulfilled. 
27 And when they were come, and had 
gathered the Church together, * they rehearsed 
all that God had done with them, and how he 
had f opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 
_ 28 And there they abode long time with the 
disciples. 


e Chap. xv. 4,12; xxi. 1) 1 Cor. xvi. 9; 2 Cor. ii. 12; Col. 


; Rev. iii. 8. 


tius, in his epistle to the Philadelphians, uses the same 
term, mpeTtov ecu duly, O¢ exKAnova Osov, yeipotovycat 
emtoxotov, ye ought, as a Church of God, to choose 
your bishop.” Much more on this subject may be 
seen in Sir Norton Knatchbull, who contends that 
cheirotonia implies simply appointment or election, but 
not what he calls ordination by the imposition of hands. 
I believe the simple truth to be this, that in ancient 
times the people chose by the chezrotoma (lifting up 
of hands) their spiritual pastor; and the ruders of the 
Church, whether apostles or others, appointed that per- 
son to his office by the cheirothesia, or imposition of 
hands; and perhaps each of these was thought to be 
equally necessary: the Church agreeing in the elec- 
tion of the person; and the rulers of the Church ap- 
pointing, by imposition of hands, the person thus elect- 
ed. See the note on chap. vi. 6. 

And had prayed with fasting] This was to implore 
God’s specialassistance; as they well knew that, without 
his influence, even their appointment could avail nothing. 

Commended them to the Lord| To his especial 


care and protection. 


Verse 24. Passed throughout Pisidia, they came 
to Pamphylia.| See the note on chap. xiii. 13. 

Verse 25. They went down into Attalia] This 
was a sea-port town in Pamphylia. Thus we find 
the apostles travelled from Derbe to Lystra; from 
Lystra to Iconium ; from Iconium to Antioch of Pisi- 
dia; from Antioch to Perga in Pamphylia; and from 
Perga to Attalia; and it appears that they travelled 
over three provinces of Asia Minor, Pamphylia, Lyca- 
onia, and Pisidia. See Calmet, and see the map. 

Verse 26. And thence sailed to Antioch] This was 
Antioch in Syria; and to reach which, by sea, they 
were obliged to coast a part of the Mediterranean Sea, 
steering between Cyprus and Cilicia; though they 
might have gone the whole journey by land. : 

Whence they had been recommended—for the work 
which they fulfilled.| The reader will recollect that 
it was from this Antioch they had been sent to preach 
the Gospel to the heathen in Asia Minor: see chap. 
xiii. 1, 2; and that they fulfilled that work: see in 
the same chapter, ver. 48; and the circumstantial 
account of their travels and preaching given in this 
chapter. 

Verse 27. Had gathered the Church together] 'The 
Church by which they had been sent on this very 
important and successful mission. 
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Paul and Barnabas continue 


They rehearsed all that God had done with them] 
Not what they had done themselves; but what Gop 
made them the instruments of working. - 

And how he had opened the door of faith] How 
God by his providence and grace had made a way 
for preaching Christ crucified among the heathen; 
and how the heathen had received that Gospel which, 
through faith in Christ Jesus, was able to save their souls. 

Verse 28. And there they abode long time] How 
long the apostles tarried here we cannot tell; but we 
hear no more of them till the council of Jerusalem, 
mentioned in the following chapter, which is generally 
supposed to have been held in the year 51 of our Lord; 
and, if the transactions of this chapter took place in 
A. D. 46, as chronologers think, then there are five 
whole years of St. Paul’s ministry, and that of other 
apostles, which St. Luke passes by in perfect silence. 
It is very likely that all this time Paul and Barnabas 
were employed in extending the work of God through 
the different provinces contiguous to Antioch ; for St. 
Paul himself tells us that he preached the Gospel so 
far as Illyria, Rom. xv. 19, on the side of the Adriatic 
Gulf: see its situation on the map. Many of the 
tribulations and perils through which the Apostle Paul 
passed are not mentioned by St. Luke, particularly 
those of which he himself speaks, 2 Cor. xi. 23-27. 
He had been five times scourged by the Jews ; thrice 
beaten by the Romans; thrice shipwrecked ; a whole 
night and day in the deep, probably saving his life 
upon a plank; besides frequent journeyings, and perils 
from his countrymen, from the heathen, from robbers, 
in the city, in the wilderness, in the sea, among false 
brethren, &c., &c. Of none of these have we any 
circumstantial account. Probably most of these hap- 
pened in the five years which elapsed between the 
apostles’ return to Antioch, and the council of Jerusalem. 


In reading the Acts of the Apostles we may have 
often occasion to remark that in preaching the Gospel 
they carefully considered the different circumstances 
of the Jews and the Gentiles, and suited their address 
accordingly. When speaking to the former of the 
necessity of crediting the Gospel, because without it 
they could not be saved, they took care to support all 
their assertions by passages drawn from the Law and 
the PROPHETS, as every Jew considered those books to 
be of Divine authority, and from their decision there 
was no appeal. But, in addressing the Gentiles, who 
had no revelation, they drew the proofs of their doc- 
trine from the visible creation ; and demonstrated, by 
plain reasoning, the absurdity of their idolatrous wor- 
ship, and called them off from those vanities to the 
worship of the living and true God, who made and 
governs all things, and who gave. them such proofs of 
his being, wisdom, and goodness, in the provision made 
for their comfort and support, that they had only to 


THE ACTS. 


a long time at Antioch 


reflect on the subject in order to be convinced of its 
truth. And while, in consequence, they saw the 
absurdity of their own system, they would at once 
discover the reasonableness of that religion which was 
now offered to them, in the name and on the authority 
of that God who had fed and preserved them all their 
life long, and girded them when they knew him not. 
The Gentiles felt the force of these reasonings, yielded 
to the truth, and became steady followers of Christ 
crucified; while the Jews, with all their light~and 
advantages, hardened their hearts against it, though 
they had no other arguments than what contradiction 
and blasphemy could provide! Publicans and harlots 
enter into the kingdom of heaven before them. Do not 
many, even in the present day, copy their example, 
revile the truth, take up with the shadow instead of the 
substance, and rest just as much in the letter of Chris- 
tuamty, as ever the Jews did in the letter of the iaw ? 
This is a deplorable fact which cannot be successfully 


-controverted. 


2. We have already had occasion to note five years 
of a chasm in the apostolic history. God himself does 
not choose to have all the labours and sufferings of 
his servants recorded. Their recompense is in hea- 
ven; and it is enough that God knows their work, 
who alone can reward it. And yet every faithful 
servant of God will feel that the reward is ail of 
grace, and not of debt; for the amount of their good 
is just the sum of what God has condescended to do 
by them. How studious are men to record the small- 
est transactions of their lives, while much of the life 
and labours of Jesus Christ and his apostles are writ- 
ten in the sand, and no longer legible to man; or 
written before the throne, where they are seen only 
by God and his angels. In many cases, the silence 
of Scripture is not less instructive than its most pointed 
communications. 

3. We cannot consider the effect produced on the 
minds of the people of Lystra, without being surprised 
that a single miracle, wrought instrumentally by men, 
should excite so much attention and reverence, and 
that we should be unmoved by the myriads wrought by 
the immediate hand of Gop. 

4. How difficult it is to get men brought to worship 
God, though they have the highest reasons and most 
powerful motives for it; and yet how ready are they 
to offer an incense to man that is due only to God 
himself! We applaud the apostles for rejecting with 
horror the sacrifices offered to them: common sense 
must have taught them this lesson, even independently 
of their piety. Let us beware that we take not that 
praise to ourselves which belongs to our Maker. Gross 
flattery is generally rejected, because a man cannot 
receive it without being rendered ridiculous; but who 
rejects even inordinate praise, if it be delicately and 
artfully prepared! 


CHAPTER XY. 


Certain teachers from Judea insist on the necessity of the converted Gentiles being circumcised, 1. Paul 


and Barnabas are sent to Jerusalem to consult 


the apostles on this subject, 2. 


They come to Jerusalem, 


and inform the apostles of the conversion of the Gentiles ; and of the trouble which certain Pharisees haa 
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1 


Certain Jewish teachers insist 


occasioned concerning circumcision, 3-5. 
delivers his opinion, 6-11. 
vers his judgment, 13-21. 


CHAP. XV. 


on the necessity of circumcision. 


The apostles having assembled to consider the question, Peter 
Barnabas and Paul relate their success among the Gentiles, 12. James deli- 
The apostles and elders agree to what he proposes, and send Judas and Silas 


with Paul and Barnabas to the converted Gentiles, 22; and send an episile containing their decree to the 


Churches of Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, 23-29. 


, Paul and his company return, and read the epistle to 
the brethren at Antioch, which produces great joy ; and Judas and Silas preach to them, 30-32. 


Judas 


returns to Jerusalem, but Silas continues with Paul and Barnabas, teaching and preaching, 33-35. Paut 
proposes to Barnabas to visit the Churches where they had preached ; and, on the latter determining to 


take John Mark with them, Paul refuses, 36-38. 
sails to Cyprus, 39. 


40, 41. 
aye ae ines ND * certain men which came 
An. Olymp. down from Judea taught the 


cir. CCVIL. 3. : 
——— brethren, and said, » Except ye 


be circumcised ¢ after the manner of Moses, 
ve cannot be saved. 


4 aes ee 2 When therefore Paul and Bar- 
. - Clr. . ° ° 
An. Olymp, nabas had no small dissension and 


A disputation with them, they deter- 


mined that “Paul and Barnabas, and certain 


a Gal. i. 12, 


b John vii. 22; ver. 5; Gal. v. 2; Phil. iii. 2; 
Col. ii. 8, 11, 16. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XV. 

Verse 1. Except ye be circumcised, &c.| The per- 
sons who taught this doctrine appear to have been 
“converts to Christianity; but, supposing that the 
Christian religion was intended to perfect the Mosaic, 
and not to supersede it, they insisted on the necessity 
of circumcision, because, by that, a man was made 
debtor to the whole law, to observe all its rites and 
ceremonies. This question produced great disturbance 
in the apostolic Church; and, notwithstanding the 
decree mentioned in this chapter, the apostles were 
frequently obliged to interpose their authority in order 
to settle it; and we find a whole Church, that at 
Galatia, drawn aside from the simplicity of the Christian 
faith by the subtilty of Judaizing teachers among them- 
selves, who insisted on the necessity of the converted 
Gentiles being circumcised. 

Ye cannot be saved.] Ye can neither enjoy God’s 
béssing in time, nor his glory in eternity. Such an 
assertion as this, from any reputable authority, must 
necessarily shake the confidence of young converts. 

Verse 2. No small dissension and disputation] Paul 
and Barnabas were fully satisfied that God did not 
design to bring the converted Gentiles under the yoke 
of circumcision: they knew that Jesus Christ was the 
end of the law for righteousness (justification) to every 
one that believed; and therefore they opposed the 
Judaizing teachers. This was one of the first contro- 
versies in the Christian Church; but, though the 
difference of sentiment was considerable, it led to 
no breach of Christian charity nor fellowship among 
themselves. 

They determined that Paul, &c.] This verse is 
read very differently in the Coder Beze: Tevouevne 
be extaceac Kat (ytnoewc ovk odtyne Tw TlavAw Kat TH 
Bapvafa ovy avrotc. edeyev yap 6 Waviog peverv ovTac, 
KaOuc exicevoay, dtioxuptfomevoc. of de edndvbotes aro 
YepovoaAnu, Tapnyyethav avtotc, Tw Tavdw Kar TY Bap- 


They disagree; and Barnabas, taking John Mark, 


And Paul, taking Silas, goes through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the Churches, 


other of them, should go up to 4M. cir. 4056. 
a . » OlF, 04. 
Jerusalem unto the apostles and An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVII. 4. 


elders about this question. Sad Bet 
3 And * being brought on their way by the 
Church, they passed through Pheenice and 
Samaria, ‘declaring the conversion of the 
Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all 
the brethren. 
4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, 


¢Gen. xvil. 10; Ley. xii. 3—4Gal. ii. 1. € Rom. xy. 24; 
1 Cor. xvi. 6, 11.—f Chap. xiv. 27. 


vaBa kat TLaw aAdotc, avaBalvery mpog Tovg ATocoAove Kat 
TIpecBurepove etc ‘lepovoadnu, oma KpiOwoww en’ avtorc 
(avtwr) rept Tov Gytnuatog Tovtov. But when Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with 
them, Paul said, with strong assurance, that they 
should remain so as they had believed. But those who 
came from Jerusalem charged Paul and Barnabas and 
certain others to go up to the apostles and elders to 
Jerusalem, that a determination might be made by 
them concerning this question. 

And certain other of them] If this be the journey 
to which St. Paul alludes, Gal. ii. 1-5, then he had 
‘Titus with him; and how many others went from the 
Church of Antioch we cannot tell. This journey was 
14 years after Paul’s conversion, and was undertaken 
by express revelation, as he informs us, Gal. ii. 2, 
which revelation appears to have been given to certain 
persons in the Church of Antioch, as we learn from 
this verse, and not to Paul and Barnabas themselves. 

Verse 3. Being brought on their way by the Church] 
That is, the members of the Church provided them 
with all necessaries for their journey ; for it does not 
appear that they had any property of their own. 

Declaring the conversion of the Gentiles] Much 
stress is laid on this: it was a miracle of God’s mercy 
that the Gentiles should be received into the Church 
of God; and they had now the fullest proof that the 
thing was likely to become general, by the conversion 
of Cornelius, the conversion of the people of Antioch, 
of Cyprus, Pisidia, Pamphylia, Lycaonia, &c., &c. 

Verse 4. They were received of the Church] The 
whole body of Christian believers. 

The apostles] Wither the whole or part of the 
twelve ; though we read of none but John, Peter, and 
James. See Gal. ii. 9. 

And elders] Those who were officers in the Church, 
under the apostles. 

They declared) To this council they gave a suc 
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Peter delivers his opinion on THE 


Aes “056 they were received of the Church, 
cir, 
An. Se aR and of the apostles and elders ; 
cir. CCVIL. 4 


and they declared all things that 
God had done with them. 

5 But there » rose up certain of the sect of 
the Pharisees which believed, saying, ? That it 
was needful to circumcise them, and to command 
them to keep the law of Moses. 

6 And the apostles and elders came together 
for to consider of this matter. 

7 9 And when there had been much disputing, 
Peter rose up, and said unto them, * Men and 
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago, 


& Ver. 12; chap. xiv. 27; xxi. 19. h Or, rose up, said they, 
certain.—i Ver. 1.— Chap. x,,20; x. 12.—11 C ton. xxviii. 


ACTS. 


God made choice among:'us, 
the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the Gospel, and 
believe. 

8 And God, } which knoweth the hearts, bare 
them witness, ™ giving them the Holy Ghost, 
even as he did unto us; 

9 = And put no difference Peed us and 
them, ° purifying their hearts by faith. 

10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, ? to 
put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
bear ? 


the subject of circumcision. 


A.M. cir, 4056. 
that . D: cir. 52. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCVIL. 4. 


2 Rom. x. 11.—9° Chap. x. 


9 ; chap. i. 24. m Chap. x. 44. 
P Matt. xxiii.4; Gal. v.1. 


15, 28, 43; 1Cor.i.2; LPet.i. 22. 


cinet account of the great work which God had wrought 
by them among the Gentiles. This was St. Paul’s 
third journey to Jerusalem after his convetsion. See 
an account of his first journey, chap. ix. 26, and of 
his second in chap. xi. 30. 

Verse 5. But there rose up certain of the sect of the 
Pharisees| 'This verse appears to be part of the decla- 
ration made by Paul and Barnabas to this council : 
for, having stated how God blessed their ministry 
among the Gentiles, they proceed to declare how all 
the good work was likely to be destroyed by certain 
Pharisees, who, having received the Christian faith, 
came down to Antioch, and began to teach the neces- 
sity of circumcision, &c., and thus filled the minds of 
the young converted Gentiles with doubtful disputations. 
See the margin. 

Verse 6. The apostles and elders came together] 
This was the first council ever held in the Christian 
Church ; and we find that it was composed of the apos- 
tles and elders simply. 

Verse 7. When there had been much disputing] By 
those of the sect of the believing Pharisees ; for they 
strongly contended for circumcision; and at the head 
of these, tradition tells us, was Cerinthus, a name 
famous in the primitive Church, as one who laboured 
to unite the law and the Gospel, and to-make the sal- 
vation promised by the latter dependent on the per- 
formance of the rites and ceremonies prescribed by the 
former. Though the apostles and elders were under 
the inspiration of the Almighty, and could by this in- 
spiration have immediately determined the question, 
yet it was highly necessary that the objecting party 
should be permitted to come forward and allege their 
reasons for the doctrines they preached ; and that these 
reasons should be fairly met by argument, and the 
thing proved to be useless in itself, inexpedient in the 
present case, and unsupported by any express authority 
from God, and serving no purpose to the Gentiles, who 
in their uncircumcised state, by believing in Christ 
Jesus, had been made partakers of the Holy Ghost. 

Peter rose up, and said| his was after the matters 
in dispute had been fully debated ; and now the apos- 
tles, like judges, after hearing counsel on both sides, 
proceed to give judgment on the case. 
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A good while ago| Ad’ huepwv apyatav, From the 
days of old: a phrase which simply signifies some 
years ago; and, if he here refers to the conversion of 
Cornelius, (see chap. x.,) he must mean about ten 
years before this time ; but it is more likely that he 
refers to that time when Christ gave him the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, that he might open the door 
of faith to the Gentiles. 

God made choice among us| That is, he chose me 
to be the first apostle of the Gentiles. 

Verse 8. And God which knoweth the hearts] ‘O 
Kapdtoyvacne Oeoc. We had this epithet of the Divine 
Being once before; see chap. i. 24, and the note 
there : it occurs no where else in the New Testament. 

Bare them witness| Considered them as proper or 
fit to receive the Gospel of Christ. It is properly 
remarked by learned men, that paptupery rin, to bear 
witness to any person, signifies to approve, to testify 
in behalf of. Here it signifies that, as God evidently 
sent the Gospel to the Gentiles, and, by the preaching 
of it, conveyed the Holy Spirit to them who believed, 
and as he can make no improper judgment of any who 
knows all hearts and their secrets, therefore what he 
had done was right: he saw that it was time for them 
to receive the Gospel ; and he saw that they might be 
safely trusted with this heavenly deposit; and the 
experience of eighteen hundred years has justified the 
conduct of God. 

Verse 9. Put no difference between us and them] 
Giving them the Holy Spirit, though uncircumcised, 
just as he had given it to us who were circumcised : 
an evident proof that, in the judgment of God, circum- 
cision was no preparation to receive the Gospel of 
Christ. And as the purification of the heart by the 
Holy Spirit was the grand object of the religion of 
God, and that alone by which the soul could be pre- 
pared for a blessed immortality, and the Gentiles had 
received that without circumcision, consequently, the 
shadow could not be considered of any worth, now the 
substance was communicated. 

Verse 10. Now therefore why tempt ye God] As 
God, by giving the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles, evi- 
dently shows he does not design them to be circum- 
cised, in order to become debtors to the law, to fulfil all 
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12 % Then all the multitude kept silence, 
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claring what miracles and won- as a te 
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13 4 And after they had held their peace, 
‘James answered, saying, Men and brethren, 
hearken unto me: 


9 Rom. iii. 24; Eph. ii. 8; Tit. ii, 11; iii. 4, 5. 


its precepts, &c., why will ye provoke him to displea- 
sure by doing what he evidently designs shall not be 
done ? 

A yoke—which neither our fathers nor we were 
able to bear 2] This does not refer to the moral law— 
that was of eternal obligation—but to the ritual law, 
which, through the multitude of its sacrifices, ordinan- 
ces, &c., was exceedingly burthensome to the Jewish 
people. And had not God, by an especial providence, 
rendered both their fields and their flocks very fruitful, 
they could not possibly have borne so painful a ritual. 

There is a curious story in Midrash Shochar, tof 
in Yalkut Simeoni, part i. fol. 229, where Korah is 
represented as showing the oppressive nature of the 
law, and avarice of its priests, in justification of his 
rebellion. ‘ There was,” said he, “a widow in our 
neighbourhood who had two orphan children: she had 
one field; and, when she began to plough it, one came 
and said, Thou shalt not plough with an ox and an ass 
together. When she went to sow it, he said, Thou 
shalt not sow thy field with divers seeds. When she 
began to reap, and to gather the sheaves together, he 
said, Leave a handful and the corners of the field for 
the poor. When she prepared to thresh it, he said, 
Give me the wave-offering, and the first and second 
tithes. She did as she was commanded, and then 
went and sold her field, and bought two ewes, that she 
might clothe herself and family with the wool, and get 
profit by the lambs. When they brought forth their 
lambs, Aaron came and said, Give me the firstlings, for 
the holy blessed God hath said, All the first born, 
whatsoever openeth the womb, shall be thine. She 
yielded to his demands, and gave him two lambs. 
When shearing time came, he said, Give me the 
first fruits of the wool. When the widow had done 
this, she said, I cannot stand before this man; | will 
kill my sheep and eat them. When she had killed the 
sheep, Aaron came and said, Give me the shoulder, 
and the jaws, and the ventricle. The widow said, 
Though I have killed my sheep, I am not delivered 
from this man; I therefore consecrate the whole to 
God. Then Aaron said, Att belongs to me, for the 
holy blessed God hath said, Every thing that ts con- 
secrated in Israel shall be his, i. e. the priest’s. He 
therefore took the whole carcasses, and marched off, 
leaving the widow and her orphan daughters over- 
whelmed with affliction.” This is a terrible picture 
of the requisitions of the Mosaic ritual ; and, though 
exaggerated, it contains so many true features that it 
may well be said, This is a yoke which neither we nor 
our fathers were able to bear. See Schoettgen. In 
the same vexatious way may the tithes of the national 
Church in this country be exacted, and in this very 

Vox. I. (7h 4) 


* Chap. xiv. 27.——* Chap. xii. 17. 


way is the exaction frequently exercised. It is high 
time that these abuses should be corrected. 

Verse 11. Through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved) This seems to be an answer 
to an objection, “ Has not God designed to save us, 
the Jews, by an observance of the law; and them, the 
Gentiles, by the faith of the Gospel?” No: for we 
Jews can be saved no other way than through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ; and this is the way 
in which the Gentiles in question have been saved. 
There is but one way of salvation for Jews and Gen- 
tiles, the grace, mercy, or favour coming by and 
through the Lord Jesus, the Christ ; this is now fully 
opened to the Gentiles; and we believe we shall be 
saved in the same way. 

Verse 12. All the multitude kept silence] The 
strong facts stated by St. Peter could not be contro- 
verted. His speech may be thus analyzed: 1. Cir- 
cumcision is a sign of the purification of the heart. 
2. That purification can only be effected by the Holy 
Ghost. 3. This Holy Spirit was hitherto supposed 
to be the portion of those only who had received cir- 
cumcision. 4. But the Gentiles, who were never 
circumcised, nor kept any part of the law of Moses, 
have had their hearts purified by faith in Christ Jesus. 
5. As God, therefore, has given them the thing sig- 
nified, he evidently does not intend that the sign 
should be administered. 6. Should we impose this 
burthensome rite, we should most evidently be pro- 
voking God, who plainly shows us that he intends no 
more to save in this way. 7. Therefore it is evi- 
dent that both Jews and Gentiles are to be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gave audience to Barnabas and Paul] These apos- 
tles came forward next, to corroborate what Peter had 
said, by showing the miracles and wonders which 
God had by them wrought among the Gentiles. Peter 
stated facts: Paul and Barnabas confirmed the state- 
ment. 

Verse 13. James answered] He was evidently pre- 
sident of the council, and is generally called bishop of 
Jerusalem. The rest either argued on the subject, 
or gave their opinion; James alone pronounced the 
definitive sentence. Had Peter been prince and head 
of the apostles, and of the Church, he would have ap- 
peared here in the character of judge, not of mere 
counsellor or disputant. ‘The popish writers say that 
“‘ James presided because the council was held in his 
own church.” These men forget that there was not 
then what they term a Church on the face of the 
earth. The Church, or assembly of believers, then 
met in private houses; for there was no building for 
the exclusive purpose of Christian worship then, nor 
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and I will build again the ruins 4M. 
thereof, and I will set it up: 

17 That the residue of men 
might seck after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, 
upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, 
who doeth all these things. 

18 Known unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world. 


t Verse 7. 


till long after. These writers also forget that the 
pope pretends to be the head of the catholic or univer- 
sal Church; and, consequently, no man can preside 
where he is present, but himself. Peter did not pre- 
side here ; and this was the first ecclesiastical coun- 
cil, and now, if ever, he should have assumed his cha- 
racter of prince and chief; but he did not; nor did 
any of the other apostles invite him to it, which they 
would have done had they thought that Jesus Christ 
constituted him head of the Church. From this very 
circumstance there is the most demonstrative evidence 
that Peter was no pope, and that the right of his pre- 
tended successor is a nonentity. 

Verse 14. Simeon hath declared] It is remarkable 
that James does not give him even the ttle which he 
received from our Lord at the time in which he is 
supposed to have been made head of the Church, and 
vicar of Christ upon earth; so that, it is evident, 
James did not understand our Lord as giving Peter 
any such pre-eminence; and, therefore, he does not 
even call him Peter, but simply Simeon. It is truly 
surprising that such a vast number of important pre- 
tensions should rest on such slight foundations! If 
tradition, no matter how interrupted or precarious, did 
not lend its support, feeble as that necessarily must be, 
the cause tried by plain Scripture would fall to the 
ground. 

To take out of them a people for his name.|] To 
form among the Gentiles, as he had among the Jews, 
a people called by his name and devoted to his honour. 

Verse 15. And to this agree the words of the 
prophets| Peter had asserted the fact of the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles; and James shows that that fact 
was the fulfilment of declarations made by the prophets. 

Verse 16. After this I will return, and will build 
again, gc.| These two verses, 16th and 17th, are 
quoted from Amos ix. 11, 12, nearly as they now 
stand in the best editions of the Septuagint, and evi- 
dently taken from that version, which differs conside- 
rably from the Hebrew text. As St. James quoted 
them as a prophecy of the calling of the Gentiles into 
the Church of God, it is evident the Jews must have 
understood them in that sense, otherwise they would 
have immediately disputed his application of them to 
the subject in question, and have rejected his conclu- 
sion by denying the premises. But that the words 
were thus understood by the ancient Jews, we have 
their own testimony. In Sanhedr. fol. 69, we have 
these remarkable words: ‘ Rabbi Nachman said to 
Rabbi Isaac, ‘Whence art thou taught when Bar 
Naphli will come ? He saith unto him, *‘ Who is this 
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Bar Naphli? The other replied, ‘ He is the Messz- 
ah. ‘Dost thou then call the Messiah Bar Naphli ? 
‘Yes,’ said he, ‘for it is written, In that day I will 
build again the tabernacle of David, noain waA- 
NOPHELETH, which is falling down.’” This is evidently 
a quotation from Amos ix. 11, and a proof that the 
Jews understood it to be a prophecy concerning the 
Messiah. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 17. That the residue of men might seek] 
Instead of this, the Hebrew has, That they may pos- 
sess the remnant of Edom. Now it is evident that, 
in the copy from which the Seventy translated, they 
found wo yidreshu, they might seek, instead of 
wry? yireshu, they may possess, where the whole dif- 
ference between the two words is the change of the ° 
yod for a 4 daleth, which might be easily done ; and 
they found DIN adam, man, or men, instead of DIN 
Edom, the Idumeans, which differs from the other 
only by the insertion of 1 vaw between the two last 
letters. None of the MSS. collated by Kennicott and 
De Rossi confirm these readings, in which the Septu- 
agint, Arabic, and St. James agree. It shows, how- 
ever, that even in Jerusalem, and in the early part of 
the apostolic age, the Septuagint version was quoted 
in preference to the Hebrew text; or, what is tanta- 
mount, was quoted in cases where we would have 
thought the Hebrew text should have been preferred, 
because better understood. But God was evidently 
preparing the way of the Gospel by bringing this 
venerable version into general credit and use ; which 
was to be the means of conveying the truths of Chris- 
tianity to the whole Gentile world. How precious 
should this august and most important version be to 
every Christian, and especially to every Christian 
minister! A version, without which no man ever did 
or ever can critically understand the New Testament. 
And I may add that, without the assistance afforded 
by this version, there never could have been a correct 
translation of the Hebrew text, since that language 
ceased to be vernacular, into any language. Without 
it, even St. Jerome could have done little in translating 
the Old Testament into Latin; and how much all the 
modern versions owe to St. Jerome’s Vulgate, which 
owes so much to the Septuagint, most Biblical scho- 
lars know. 

Verse 18. Known unto God are all his works from 
the beginning] As if he had said, This is not a new 
counsel of God: he had purposed, from the time he 
ealled the Israelites, to make the Gentiles partakers 
of the same grace and mercy ; and ultimately to de- 
stroy those rites and ceremonies which separated them 
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Sabbath day 

22 4 Then pleased it the apostles, and elders, 
with the whole Church, to send chosen men 
of their own company to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas; namely, Judas, surnamed » Bar- 
sabas, and Silas, chief men among the bre- 
thren : 


v See ver. 28. wl] Thess. i. 9. X Gen. xxxv. 2; Exod. 
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from each other. He therefore has sent the Gospel 
of his Son, proclaiming equally peace to him that is 
afar off, the Gentiles, and to him that is nigh, the Jews. 

The whole of this verse is very dubious: the prin- 
cipal part of it is omitted by the most ancient MSS., 
and Griesbach has left yowca a7’ atwvoc doubtful, and has 
thrown ect 7» Bey Tavta Ta epya abrov out of the text. 
Of the former clause, Professor White, in his Criseos, 
says, “ forsttan delenda,” ‘ probably these words 
should be blotted out.” And of the latter clause he 
says, ‘“certissume delenda,” “most assuredly these 
should be blotted out.” Supposing the whole to be 
genuine, critics have laboured to find out the sense. 
Some very learned men, and particularly Schleusner, 
contend that the word yvwca, from yiwwonelv, to know, 
should be understood here in the same sense in which 
YW yada is in many parts of the Old Testament, which 
not only signifies to know, but to approve, love, &c. 
They therefore would translate the passage thus: All 
the works of God are ever dear unto him. And, if 
so, consequently we might naturally expect him to: be 
merciful to the Genizles, as well as to the Jews; and 
the evidence now afforded of the conversion of the 
Gentiles is an additional proof that all God’s works 
are equally dear to him. 

Verse 19. Wherefore my sentence is] Avo eyw xpiva, 
Wherefore I judge. ‘There is an authority here that 
does not appear in the speech of St. Peter; and this 
authority was felt and bowed to by all the council; 
and the decree proposed by St. James adopted. 

Verse 20. But that we write unto them] Four 
things are prohibited in this decree: 1. Pollutions of 
idols ; 2. fornication; 3. things strangled; 4. blood. 
By the first, PoLLUTIONS of IDOLS, or, as it Is in ver. 
29, meats offered to idols, not only all idolatry was 
forbidden, but eating things offered in sacrifice to idols, 
knowing that they were thus offered, and joining with 
idolaters in their sacred feasts, which were always an 
incentive either to idolatry itself, or to the impure acts 
generally attendant on such festivals. 

By the second, rornicaTion, all uncleanness of every 
kind was prohibited ; for topveca not only means for- 
nication, but adullery, incestuous mixtures, and espe- 
cially the prostitution which was so common at the 
idol temples, viz. in Cyprus, at the worship of Venus ; 
and the shocking disorders exhibited in the Bacchana- 
lia, Lupercalia, and several others. 

By the third, THINGS STRANGLED, we are to under- 


¥1 Cor. vi. 9,18; Gal. v. 19; Eph. v.3; Col. ili. 5; 1 Thess. 


iv: 35 1) Petviv.'3t 2 Gen. ix. 4; Lev. ili. 17; Deut. xii. 16, 
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for the purpose of keeping the blood in the body, as 
such animals were esteemed a greater delicacy. 

By the fourth, BLoop, we are to understand, not 
only the thing itself, for the reasons which I have 
assigned in the note on Gen. ix. 4, and for others 
detailed at the end of this chapter; but also all eru- 
elty, manslaughter, murder, &c., as some of the 
ancient fathers have understood it. 

Instead of tov aiuaroc, blood, some have conjectured 
that we should read yorpecac, swine’s flesh; for they 
cannot see, first, that there ean be any harm in eating’ 
of blood; and, secondly, that, as the other three things 
neither have nor can have any moral evil in them, it 
would seem strange that they should be coupled with a 
thing which, on all hands, is confessed to have much 
moral turpitude. Answers to such trifling objections 
will be found at the end of the chapter. It is only 
necessary to add that this yorpevac, which is the critical 
emendation of Dr. Bentley, is not supported by one 
MS. ot version in existence. 

At the close of this verse, the Coder Beze, and 
several others, add a fifth thing, And not to do to 
others what they would not have done to themselves: 
Though this is a very ancient reading, it does not 
appear to be genuine. 

Verse 21. Moses of old time hath wm every city] 
The sense of this verse seems to be this: As it was 
necessary to write to the Gentiles what was strictly 
necessary to be observed by them, relative to these 
points, it was not so to the converted Jews ; for they 
had Moses, that is, the law, preached to them, kara 
Todt, in the city, that is, Antioch; and, by the read- 
ing of the law in the synagogues every Sabbath day, 


| they were kept in remembrance of those institutions 


which the Gentiles, who had not the law, could not 
know. Therefore, James thought that a letter to the 
converted Gentiles would be sufficient, as the con- 
verted Jews had already ample instruction on thesé 
points. 

Verse 22. Then pleased it the apostles and elders, 
with the whole Church] James determined what ought 
to be done; and the whole assembly resolved how 
that should be done. 

Chosen men of their own company] Patil and Bar- 
nabas were to return; they could have witnessed to 
the Church at Antioch what was done at the council 
at Jerusalem; but as it was possible that their testi- 
mony might be suspected, from the part they had 


stand the flesh of those animals which were strangled | already taken in this question at Antioch, it was 
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An. Olymp. them after this manner: ‘The 


pe apostles, and elders, and bre- 


thren, send greeting unto the brethren which are 
of the Gentiles in Antioch, and Syria, and 
Cilicia : 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that ° cer- 
tain which went out from us have troubled you 
with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye 
must be circumcised, and keep the law: to 
whom we gave no such commandment : 

25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled 
with one accord, to send chosen men unto you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

26 4 Men that have hazarded their lives for 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, 
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sent unto the Gentiles. 


= me also ee you the same A, M. cir. 4056. 
things ¢ mouth. An. Olymp. 
nes For it seemed good to the Bes eral 
Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you noe 
greater burden than these necessary things ; 
29 § That ye abstain from meats offered to 
idols, and & from blood, and from things stran- 
gled, and from fornication : from which if ye 
keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 
30 So when they were dismissed, they came 
to Antioch: and when they had gathered the 
multitude together, they delivered the epistle : 
31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced 
for the * consolation. 
32 And Judas and Silas, being prophets also 
themselves, ‘ exhorted the brethren with many 
words, and confirmed them. 


¢Ver.1; Gal. ii. 4; v. 12; Tit. i. 10, 11-——4Chap. xiii. 50; 
xiv. 19; 1 Cor. xv. 30; 2 Cor. xi. 23, 26. € Gr. word. 


necessary that a deputation from the council should 
accompany them. Accordingly, Judas and Silas are 
sent to corroborate by their oral testimony what was 
contained in the letters sent from the council. 

Verse 23. Send greeting unto the brethren—of the 
Gentiles) There was no occasion to send such a 
letter to the brethren which were of the Jews, because 
that law which had been so long read in their syna- 
gogues taught them all those things; and therefore 
the epistle is sent exclusively to the Gentiles. The 
word greeting is in the original yacpevy, to be well, to 
be safe; a very usual form in Greek epistles, the word 
evyouwat being understood, J wish thee to be well. 

Verse 24. Certain which went out from us] So the 
persons who produced these doubtful disputations at 
Antioch, &e., had gone out from the apostles at Je- 
rusalem, and were of that Church: persons zealous 
for the law, and yet, strange to tell, so conscientiously 
attached to the Gospel that they risked their personal 
safety by professing it. 

To whom we gave no such commandment] As, 
therefore, they went out from that Church, they 
should have taught nothing which was not owned 
and taught by it; much less should they have taught 
in opposition to it. 

Verse 26. Men that have hazarded their lives] 
This was a high character of Paul and Barnabas: 
they had already suffered much in the cause of Christ, 
and exposed their lives to the most imminent danger, 
and were intent on the same work, notwithstanding 
the increasing dangers in the way. 

Verse, 27. Judas and Silas—shall—tell you the 
same things] 'These were proofs that the testimony 
of Paul and Barnabas was true; and that the letter 
was not forged, as they could witness the same things 
which the letter contained. 

Verse 28. For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us| The whole council had met under his 


f Verse 20; chapter xxi. 25; Rev. ii. 14, 20. & Lev. xvii. 14. 
h Or, exhortation.——~i Chap. xiv. 22; xviil. 23. 


gave forth their decree from his especial inspi- 
ration. 

Necessary things] They were necessary, howsoever 
burthensome they might appear; and necessary, not 
only for the time, place, or occasion; but for all times, 
all places, and all occasions. See this proved in the 
observations at the end of this chapter. 

Verse 29. Ye shall do well.| But, if they did not 
keep themselves from these things, they would do ill ; 
that is, they would sim against God, whose Spirit had 
commanded them to keep from these things. And 
who can do any of these forbidden things, and keep 
either a guiltless or a tender conscience ? 

Fare—well.| An old English form of expressing 
good wishes and good will. It is compounded of panan, 
to go, and pel, much, well, very much. Go well, go 
prosperously !—tantamount with good speed! may you 
succeed well! may God direct you! Like to that 
other form of sound words, God be with you! cor- 
rupted now into good by to ye! And of the same 
meaning with adiew! a Dieu, to God; that is, I com- 
mend you to God. All these terms savour not only 
of good will, or benevolence, but also of piety. Our 
pious ancestors believed that nothing was safe, 
nothing protected, nothing prosperous, over which the 
shield of God was not extended ; and, therefore, in 
their familiar good wishes, they gave each other to 
God. The Greek word epjwo6e, errhosthé, here used, 
from porvvyut, to strengthen, make strong, has nearly 
the same signification : be strong, courageous, active, 
be in health, and be prosperous! What a pity that 
such benevolent and pious wishes should degenerate 
into cool formalities, or unmeaning compliments ! 

Verse 31. They rejoiced for the consolation.] It 
Was not a matter of small moment to have a question 
on which such stress was laid decided by an apostolic 
council, over which the Spirit of God presided. 

Verse 32. Judas and Silas, being prophets] That 


direction; had consulted under his influence ; and |is, being teacher's in the Church. This signification 
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Paul and Barnabas disagree 


eae 4098 33 And after they had tarried 
An. Ol : 
Pe there a space, they were let 


k go in peace from the brethren 
unto the apostles. 

34 Notwithstanding it pleased Silas to abide 
there still. 

35 !Paul also and Barnabas continued in 
Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of 
the Lord, with many others also. 


A. M. cir. 4057. 36 “| And some days after, Paul 
A. Dsein753; 
An. Olymp. said unto Barnabas, Let us go 


peta a Be again and visit our brethren ™ in 


Xk) Cor. xvi. 11; Heb. xi. 31. 1 Chap. xiii. 1.——™ Chap. xin. 
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of the word prophet we have often already seen. See 
the notes on chap. xi. 27, and xiii. 1. 

Exxhorted the brethren| To abide steadily attached 
to God, and to each other, in peace, love, and unity. 

And confirmed them.] In the blessed truths they 
had already received. 

Verse 33. They were let go] That is, both had 
liberty to depart; but Silas chose to stay a little 
longer with the brethren. 

Verse 34. Notwithstanding it pleased Silas, &c.] 
This whole verse is wanting in ABEG, a great num- 
ber besides, with the Syriac, Arabic, Coptic, Slavonic, 
Vulgate, and some of the fathers. It does not appear 
to have been originally in the text. 

Verse 36. Let us go—and visit our brethren in 
every city] This heavenly man projected a journey 
to Cyprus, Pamphylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, Salamis, 
Paphos, Perga, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Antioch in 
Pisidia, and elsewhere ; for in all these places he had 


preached and founded Churches in the preceding year. . 


He saw it was necessary to water the seed he had 
planted; for these were young converts, surrounded 
with impiety, opposition, and superstition, and had 
few advantages among themselves. 

Verse 37. Barnabas determined to take with them 
John] John Mark was his sister’s son; and natural 
affection might have led him to the partiality here 
mentioned. 

Verse 38. But Paul thought not good to take him 
with them] On this subject, see the note on chap. 
xiii. 13. 

Verse 39. The contention was so sharp between 
them] For all this sentence, there is only in the Greek 
text eyeveto ovy mapogucpoc ; there was therefore a 
paroxysm, an incitement, a stirring up, from taposvve, 
compounded of zapa, intensive, and ofvvw, to whet, or 
sharpen: there was a sharp contention. But does this 
imply anger or ill-will on either side? Certainly not. 
Here, these two apostles differed, and were strenuous, 
each in support of the part he had adopted. “ Paul,” 
as an ancient Greek commentator has it, “ being influ- 
enced only with the love of righteousness ; Barnabas 
being actuated by love to his relative.” John Mark 
had been tried in trying circumstances, and he failed ; 
Paul, therefore, would not trust him again. The affec- 
tion of Barnabas led him to hope the best, and was 
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every city where we have preach- 4M. cir. 4057 

ed the word of the Lord, and see An. Olymp. 

Hom) thea cir. CCVIIL 1. 
y do. 

37 And Barnabas determined to take with 
them " John, whose surname was Mark. 

38 But Paul thought not good to take him 
with them, °who departed from them from 
Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 

39 And the contention was so sharp between 
them, that they departed asunder one from the 
other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed 
unto Cyprus ; 


o Chap. xii. 12,25; xiii. 5; Col. iv. 10; 2 Tim. iv.11; Phil. 24, 
© Chap. xiii. 13. 


therefore desirous to give him another trial. Barnabas 
would not give up: Paul would not agree. They 
therefore agreed to depart from each other, and take 
different parts of the work : each had an attendant and 
companion at hand; so Barnabus took John Mark, 
and sailed to Cyprus: Paul took Silas, and went into 
Syria. John Mark proved faithful to his uncle Bar- 
nabas; and Silas proved faithful to his master Paul. 
To all human appearance it was best that they sepa- 
rated; as the Churches were more speedily visited, 
and the work of God more widely and more rapidly 
spread. And why is it that most men attach blame 
to this difference between Paul and Barnabas? And 
why is it that this is brought in as a proof of the sin- 
ful imperfection of these holy apostles? Because 
those who thus treat the subject can never differ with 
another without feeling wrong tempers ; and then, as 
destitute of good breeding as they are of humility, they 
attribute to others the angry, proud, and wrathful dis- 
positions which they feel in themselves ; and, because 
they cannot be angry and sin not, they suppose that 
even apostles themselves cannot. Thus, in fact, we 
are always bringing our own moral or immoral qualifi- 
cations to be a standard, by which we are to judge of 
the characters and moral feelings of men who were 
actuated by zeal for God’s glory, brotherly kindness, 
and charity. Should any man say there was sim in 
this contention between Paul and Barnabas, I answer, 
there is no evidence of this in the text. Should he 
say, the word rapofvoyoc, parorysm, denotes this, I 
answer, it does not. And the verb xapogvvouar is often 
used in a good sense. So Isocrates ad Demosth. cap. 
Xx. patica & av mapokvvberne opexdnvat tov KaAwy 
epyov’ “ But thou wilt be the more stirred up to the 
love of good works.” And such persons forget that 
this is the very form used by the apostle himself, Heb. 
x. 24: Kat KaTavowpev ahdAndove eg TapoSvopoy aya- 
ane Kat kKaAwy epywv: which, these objectors would be 
highly displeased with me, were I to translate, Let us 
consider one another to an angry contention of love 
and good works. From these examples, it appears 
that the word is used to signify incitement of any kind; 
and, if taken in a medical sense, to express the burn- 
ing fit of an ague: it is also taken to express a strong 
excitement to the love of God and man, and to the 
fruits by which such love can be best proved; and, in 
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An. Olymp. parted, Pbeing recommended by 


faa the brethren unto the grace of God. 


P Chap. xiv. 26. 


the case before us, there was certainly nothing con- 
trary to this pure principle in either of those heavenly 
men. See also Kypke on Heb. x. 24. 

Verse 40. Being recommended—unto the grace of 
God.| Much stress has been laid upon this, to show 
that Barnabas was in the wrong, and Panl in the right, 
because ‘‘ the brethren recommended Paul and Silas 
to the grace of God; but they did not recommend 
Barnabas and John Mark: this proves that the Church 
condemned the conduct of Barnabas, but approved that 
of Paul.” Now, there is no proof that the Church did 
not recommend Barnabas to the grace of God, as well 
as Paul; but, as St, Luke had for the present dropped 
the story of Barnabas, and was now going on with 
that of Paul and Silas, he begins it at this point, viz. 
his being recommended by the brethren to the grace 
of God; and then goes on to tell of his progress in 
Syria, Derbe, Lystra, &c., &e. See the next chapter. 
And with this verse should the following chapter be- 
gin; and this is the division followed by the most cor- 
rect copies of the Greek text. 

Verse 41. Confirming the Churches.| This was 
the object of his journey: they were young converts, 
and had need of establishment ; and there is no doubt 
that, by showing them the decision made at the late 
council of Jerusalem, their faith was greatly strength- 
ened, their hope confirmed, and their love increased. 
It was this consideration, no doubt, that led some an- 
cient MSS. and some versions to add here, They de- 
liwered them the decrees of the apostles and elders to 
keep; which clause certainly was not an original part 
of the text, but seems to have been borrowed from the 
fourth verse of the following chapter. Some have 
thought that the fourth and fifth verses of the next 
chapter really belong to this place; or that the first, 
second, and third verses of it should be read in a pa- 
renthesis ; but of this there doss not appear to be any 
particular necessity. 


On the precept concerning blood, I have referred, 
not only to my note on Gen. ix. 4, but also to addi- 
tional observations at the end of this chapter: for these 
observations I am indebted to an excellent work of 
Dr. Delaney, entitled, Revelation examined with Can- 
dour; a work of uncommon merit, and too little known. 
It is in three small volumes octavo, and comprises a 
number of dissertations on the most important facts 
and histories in the sacred writings; and especially 
those which have been cavilled at by deists and free- 
thinkers of every description. In every case he is 
master of his subject; and, in every instance, his 
pretended Anakim opponents are grasshoppers in his 
hands. 

‘As to the precept before us, of not eating the blood 
with the flesh of the creatures, it is evident that, be- 
sides the reason expressly assigned by God himself for 
this prohibition, there are also several others (very 
wise and very important) why it should be made. 
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4 Chap, xvi. 5. 


1. “In the first place, then, let me ask any man, 
that is capable of rational reflection, Whether he ima- 
gines it would be hard or unreasonable in almighty 
God, when he granted man a right to take away the 
lives of other creatures for food, to make such a reserve 
in that grant as might be a perpetual monition to man- 
kind that God was the author and giver of life? It 
is certain, such a monition could have no ill effect, and 
might, at the same time, be of infinite advantage, in 
keeping up a constant sense of dependence upon God, 
and gratitude to him, in the minds of his creatures. — 
And what could answer these ends better than reserv- 
ing the blood for sacred use, and assigning that very 
reason, because it was the life, as a natural and neces- 
sary monition to mankind that God was the author and 
giver of life ? 

2. * When God gave man the fruits of the earth 
for food, yet he gave them with an exception to the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge; and in the same ana- 
logy, when he gives him the flesh of the creatures for 
food, he gives it with an exception to the blood. Un- 
limited grants would but inflame our vanity, and blot 
out that sense of dependence upon the Divine Being 
which is: equally necessary to our humility and our 
happiness. 

3. “Again: If God foresaw that an unlimited grant 
would be the cause of much unnecessary cruelty to the 
creatures, that surely was a sufficient reason with in- 
finite goodness why a limitation should be made.— 
Now, if we find such cruelties wantonly exercised, 
where such limitations are not known, or not regarded, 
then surely we must conclude that the limitation was 
merciful, and wise, and well appointed. Plutarch tells 
us that it was customary in his time to run red hot 
spits through the bodies of live swine, and to stamp 
upon the udders of sows ready to farrow, to make their 
flesh more delicious. And, I believe, Christians have 
heard of whipping pigs, and torturing other creatures 
to death, for the same reasons. Could these cruelties 
be committed, if such men thought themselves bound 
in conscience to abstain from all unnecessary cruelty 
to the creatures, and to blood them to death, with 
all the despatch they could, before they touched them 
for food ? 

4. “But this is not all: cruelties are congenial ; 
and rise, by an easy gradation, from being practised 
upon brutes, to be exerted even against men. Thus 
it is notorious that the Scythians, from drinking the 
blood of their cattle, proceeded to drink the blood of 
their enemies, (as Herodotus assures us they did ;) 
and the same practice existed among the ancient Scan- 
dinavians ; they drank the dood of their enemies out 
of their skuils: this was a double barbarity, And 
certainly the most natural means of guarding mankind 
against such cruelties, was to guard them against the 
least approaches to it, by obliging them to abstain re- 
ligiously from blood, and all unnecessary cruelty to the 
brute creation. And, if evil foreseen to the brute cre- 
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ation from eating their blood was a wise reason why 
such food should be prohibited to men, evil foreseen to 
man himself, from such an allowance, will, I believe, 
be owned a very good additional reason for such a pro- 
hibition ; and will any man say that the Scythian cru- 
elty now mentioned is no evil. 

5. “Again: All animals that feed upon blood are 
observed to be much more furious than others. Will 
any man say that much of their fury is not owing to 
their food? Have not creatures of the same kind 
been found to differ greatly in their tempers, from the 
difference of their diet? I kelieve it will be allowed 
that blood is a very hot, inflaming food. Even flesh 
is an inflaming, fastidious diet, inspiring pride and in- 
solence ; and, therefore, with infinite wisdom was mur- 
der so solemnly and immediately prohibited by God, 
upon the permission of animal food to mankind. 

6. “ Bull’s blood was a common poison with the an- 
cients : can we imagine there was any peculiar malig- 
nity in the blood of that creature, above any other !— 
Or may we not rather imagine that the malignity is 
now only abated by the mixtures commonly conveyed 
into the stomach with it? It is doubtless matter of 
much consolation to be assured that the poison of our 
luxury is well qualified. 

7. “We of these nations, who are wont to feed 
largely upon flesh, are observed to be remarkably sub- 
ject to evil, scorbutic habits; and, if physicians are 
right in ascribing these evils to our food, I believe it 
can scarcely be denied that the grosser, less digested 
juices of that food contribute much more towards them 
than those juices which are purer, and more digested ; 
and therefore blood, as the grossest of all animal juices, 
must of necessity do most mischief. And, as grosser, 
less digested juices are lesg salutary, they must for 
that very reason be less elegant, and less pleasing to 
an untainted palate; and, whereas it is found by ex- 


perience that bathing and cleanliness are a great re- | 


lief from scorbutic infections, there is no doubt that 
this was the very reason why God prescribed washing 
the clothes, and bathing in water, as the constant pe- 
nalties of eating flesh with the blood in it. 

8. “ And as all flesh which hath the blood drained 
from it, is more salutary, and will keep better, and 
will consequently be more useful, it is evident that the 
ends of life and health will be better answered by drain- 
ing away the blood, with all the care we can, from all 
the flesh we eat; but then it must be owned that the 
purposes of /uxury, as well as cruelly, will be far bet- 
ter served by the contrary practice. 

9. “And forasmuch as the ro wvixrov xpeac (suf- 
focated or strangled flesh) was in high esteem in point 
of deliciousness with all the ancients, and is so still 
with the present patrons of luxury, it is evident that 
the apostles, in enjoining abstinence from blood and 
thongs strangled, did so far prohibit luxury and intem- 
perance, as well as cruelty. 

10. “ Besides this, where the ends of luxury can- 
not be served by blooding, the temptations to cruelty 
are cut off; and in this is manifested the wisdom of 
God, in prescribing such a death to the creatures as 
would most effectually prevent all temptations to cruelty. 
And God’s intention in this matter, once known, is an 
effectual prohibition of al} unnecessary cruelty in kill- 
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ing the creatures, to all that fear him ; though neither 
this, nor any thing else, can absolutely correct the evil 
dispositions of men, or put cruelty out of their power. 

11. “ Farther yet: Maimonides assures us that the 
eating of blood gave occasion to one kind of early idol- 
atry among the Zabii in the east, the worship of de- 
mons, whose food, as they imagined, was blood ; and 
therefore they who adored them had communion with 
them by eating the same food. And it is remarkable 
that, though they did eat blood in honour of their 
demons, yet even ¢hey thought it foul and detestable 
food. And it is certain that Arnobius upbraids the 
heathen with tearing and devouring goats alive, in 
honour of Bacchus, in that affected fury to which they 
wrought themselves up in the celebration of his mad 
and monstrous rites. 

12. “ Now, if God had not foreseen these cruelties, 
corruptions, and inconveniences, consequent to the eat- 
ing of blood, should we justly deem him infinitely wise t 
And if, foreseeing them, he had not yet prohibited 
them in their cause, (which was at once the wisest and 
the most effectual prohibition,) could we justly deem 
him infinitely good and gracious to his creatures ? 
When, therefore, we find him infinitely wise in fore- 
seeing, and infinitely good in forbidding, such abomi- 
nable practices, do we yet hesitate to conclude such 
prohibitions the effects of infinite wisdom and goodness ? 

“ But here it may be asked, if one main intention of 
almighty God, in prohibiting blood and things strangled, 
was to restrain men from luxury, as well as cruelty, 
why did he not rather. choose to prohibit luxury and 
cruelty in express terms ! 

1. “To this I answer, that prohibiting the means 
was the sure way to prohibit the end. If God had 
only prohibited luxury and cruelty in general, every 
man’s own temper, the custom of his country, his 
humanity or inhumanity, his temperance or gluttony, 
would have been the measures of that luxury and cru- 
elty ; and then some would have been cruel as Canni- 
bals, savage as Scythians and Scandinavians, and 
luxurious as Sybarites, without imagining they were 
so; and others, as falsely and foolishly merciful and 
abstemious as the Pythagoreans ; and so either the 
command would have been disobeyed, or the blessing 
defeated: though, at the same time, this conduct hath 
ne way precluded God from giving particular express 
prohibitions, both of luxury and cruelty, in several 
parts of the Scriptures. 

2. “But still it may be imagined that Christians 
are now some way or other exempted from this absti- 
nence; and therefore, to remove all mistakes of this 
kind, I now proceed to show that this prohibition of 
eating blood lies upon all mankind to this day, and 
upon Christians in a peculiar manner. 

“ And the proof of this lies within the compass of 
one plain argument, obvious to every capacity ; which 
is as follows : 

“Tf the eating of blood never was permitted, either 
before the flood, or after the flood, or under the law, 
or under the Gospel, then, surely, no man in his senses 
will say it is now lawful to eat it. Now, that it never 
was permitted in any of these periods, is undeniable, 
Nay, the argument is yet stronger; for it was not only 
not permitted in any of these periods, but, in truth, 

807 


Dissertation concerning the 


it is plainly enough prohibited in the first of them ; 
and, I think, as clearly prohibited in all the rest. 

“ First, I say, the eating of any living creature, and 
consequently of blood, is not only not granted before 
the flood, but plainly enough prohibited, in that part 
of the curse denounced upon man after the fall: ‘ Cursed 
is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat 
of it, all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb 
of the field: In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, ull thou return to the ground.’ Can any thing 
be plainer than that man is here condemned to eat 
bread, and the herb of the field, to the day of his death? 

“ And thus we see that man had no right to the 
blood of the creatures before the flood. That he had 
no right after this, from the grant made to Noah; that 
no man had any right to it from any concession in the 
Jaw of Moses, but quite the contrary, is undoubted. 
The only question then is, whether any such permis- 
sion hath been made under the Gospel? And that 
there hath not, but the direct contrary, [ now come to 
prove, from the fifteenth chapter of the Acts; where 
we read that, after a long and solemn debate upon the 
question, Whether the Gentile converts to Christianity 
were obliged to observe the law of Moses 1—it was 
at last determined that they were not; and that no 
more should be required of them than to abstain from 
pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from 
things strangled, and from blood. And, accordingly, 
a most solemn decree was drawn up to that purpose, by 
the apostles and elders, and the whole Church at Je- 
rusalem, and transmitted in letters to the brethren at 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, by four deputies of princi- 
pal note: Paul and Barnabas, Judas and Silas. And 
those letters were conceived in these terms: For it 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, gc. See 
verses 28, 29. 

“ Now, if this decree be obligatory upon all Chris- 
tians, then can it no longer be a doubt with any Chris- 
tian, whether he is obliged to abstain from blood and 
things strangled. And if the direction of any one 
apostle, inspired of God, be obligatory, certainly it can 
be no doubt whether a solemn decision of all the apos- 
tles, expressly declaring the joint determination of the 
Holy Ghost, in the point, be also obligatory. 

“The only question then is, whether this apostolic 
decree hath been since repealed; and this will best 
appear by considering the arguments for this repeal, 
produced by the advocates for eating blood: which I 
now come to examine. 

1. “ First, then, it is said that this decree of the 
apostles was only temporary, to prevent giving offence 
to the Jews, in the infancy of the Christian religion ; 
and, consequently, the reason of it is long since ceas- 
ed; and that cessation is a virtual repeal. 

2. “ In answer to this, I desire it may be consider- 
ed whether the reasons now mentioned, for abstaining 
from blood, do not equally extend to -all ages and 
nations of the world ; and, if they do, it is evident this 
injunction of the apostles had no peculiar relation, 
either to the infancy of the Christian religion, or to the 
people of the Jews ; unless it be thought that the Jews 
ure the only people in the world who are obliged to 
abstain from cruelty to the creatures, or to recognize 
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God as the author and giver of life; or that this nation 
only were entitled to the atonement made by blood ; 
and, if so, how came sacrifices to be instituted imme- 
diately after the fall? And how came blood to be pro- 
hibited to all the sons of Noah, before there was any 
such thing as a Jew in the world? This pretence, then, 
seems very ill founded. 

3. “It may indeed be urged with much more plau- 
sibility by Christians, that blood being consecrated to 
the making of atonement for sin, as a type of the 
sacrifice of Christ, and that atonement being now 
received by his blood, as St. Paul expresses it, in the 
fifth chapter of his epistle to the Romans, the reason 
of abstinence in this point is now ceased; and, conse- 
quently, that this abstinence is no longer a duty. 

4. *“ But then it must be remembered, in answer to 
this reasoning, that the apostolic decree against blood 
was passed many years after this atonement was made ; 
and surely it is no more unreasonable to abstain from 
blood now, in commemoration of the atonement made 
by the blood of Christ for the sins of the whole world, 
than it was before to abstain from it in the view of that 
atonement. 

5. “ Again, it is objected, that creatures which died 
of themselves, and consequently had the blood in them, 
might be given to the stranger, or sold to an alien ; and 
it is evident that the stranger and alien were in this 
case permitted to eat blood. : 

6. “And what then? The question is, concerning 
the eating of blood separate from the creature, or eat- 
ing the blood designedly left in the creature, to serve 
any end of luxury or cruelty ; and eating blood in either 
of these ways is what J esteem to be unlawful: the 
eating of blood, as such, was never imagined an action, 
simply, and in itself, sinful ; though it was, and is, cri- 
minal, in certain circumstances, from the reason and 
nature of things, as well as the Divine prohibition ; and 
it was prohibited for very wise and very important rea- 
sons; and when those reasons ceased, as in the instance 
objected, the prohibition ceased too: and therefore this 
objection is so far from overthrowing the doctrine laid 
down that, in truth, it confirms it; for what can be a 
clearer proof that the reasons of any Divine prohibition 
are rightly assigned than this, that, as soon as those 
reasons cease, the prohibition ceases also? When the 
creature died of itself, its blood could neither be poured 
out upon the altar, for atonement; nor abused to idol- 
atry ; nor reverenced, in recognition of God’s being the 
author and giver of life ; nor spilt, to prevent cruelty 
in the use of the creatures ; and, therefore, there, such 
a small portion of it as could not be separated from the 
flesh was permitted to be eaten with it: in effect per- 
mitted even to the Jew, under a very light penalty; 
but, where there was a possibility either of cruelty or 
abuse, there it was more strictly prohibited; and, for 
this reason, when a creature was torn by a beast, there 
the flesh was not to be touched by any human creature, 
but thrown to the dogs; as you may read in the 22d 
chapter of Exodus, at the 31st verse; and the reason 
of this distinction is obvious: if men were permitted to 
make any advantage of creatures torn to death by beasts, 
what an inlet to all manner of cruelty (as well as villany) 
might such a permission be! And who can say where 
it would end? Nay, who knows how far such dilacera- 
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tions might even be counterfeited to the purposes of 
idolatry, or indulgence in blood ? 

7. “ Again: I must beseech all Christians seriously 
to attend to the tenor of the words, by which absti- 
nence from blood and things strangled is enjoined : ¢ It 
seemed good unto the Holy Ghost, and to us, (say the 
apostles,) to lay upon you no greater burthen than these 
necessary things: that ye abstain from meats offered 
to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and 
from fornication.’ If these abstinences were only in- 
tended to be enjoined for a season, could they properly 
be enjoined under the denomination of ‘ necessary 
things? Is that the proper appellation for duties of a 
transient, temporary observance ? Did neither the apos- 
tles, nor the Holy Ghost, know the distinction between 
necessary and expedient? Or, suppose it not convenient 
to make that distinction at that time, how came things 
of a temporary and things of an eternal obligation to be 
placed upon the same foot of necessity, in the same 
decree t Or, were fornication and idol pollutions only 
to be abstained from for a time? And in compliment 
to the infirmity of the Jews? What monstrous absur- 
dities are these! And what a train of them are they 
obliged to maintain, who assert this decree to be only 
of temporary obligation ! 

“ But to proceed: If this was onl¥ a temporary 
necessity, how long did this necessity last ? 

8. “ To this Dr. Hammond answers, that it lasted 
till the Jews and Gentiles were formed into one com- 
munion; and St. Augustine says that it lasted till the 
time that no carnal Israelite appeared in the Church 
of the Gentiles; and, again, that it lasted till the tem- 
ple and the Jewish polity were destroyed. 

9. “To all this 1 answer, that, if the two first 
opinions are admitted, then, the necessity of observing 
the apostolic decree continues to this day ; first, be- 
cause the Jews and Gentiles are indisputably not yet 
fully formed into one communion; and, secondly, be- 
cause there was never any time wherein there was not 
some carnal Israelite in the Church; and I think it 
must be notorious to many of my readers, that there 
are some such even in this part of the Christian Church, 
at this day ; and so doubtless in every Christian Church 
over the face of the whole earth; and therefore both 
these opinions are wild and unsupported. 

10. “ As to the third opinion, viz., that the ne- 
cessity of observing this decree lasted only till the 


destruction of the Jewish temple and polity; to this I | 


answer, that, whatever may be thought of the neces- 
sity of this decree, it is evident that the wisdom of it, 
and the advantage of that abstinence which was due to 
it, extended much farther. Since, without this, that 
calumny imputed to Christians, of killing infants in 
their assemblies, and drinking their blood, could never 
be so easily and so effectually confuted ; for nothing 
could do this so thoroughly as demonstrating that it 
was a fundamental principle with Christians to touch 
no blood of any kind; and what could demonstrate 
this so effectually as dying in attestation to the truth 
of it, as it is notorious, both from the apologists and 
ecclesiastical historians, that many Christian martyrs 
did ? 

11. “ But it is farther urged, that this apostolic 
decree was only given to the Jewish proselytes ; and 
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consequently, the necessity of abstaining from blood, 
and things strangled, related to them only : this they 
tell us appears, ‘in that the apostle, when he preach- 
ed in any city, did it as yet in the synagogues of the 
Jews; whither the Gentiles could not come, unless 
they were proselytes of the gate.’ 

“ Now this opinion, I think, will be sufficiently con- 
futed by demonstrating these two things: first, that, 
before the passing of this decree, St. Paul preached 
Christianity to the whole body of the Gentiles at An- 
tioch ; and, secondly, that this decree is directed to 
the Gentiles at large, and not to the Jewish proselytes. 

1. ‘“ Now, this transaction at Antioch happened 
seven years before the decree against blood, and 
things strangled, was passed by the apostles at Jeru- 
salem. Can any man in his senses doubt, after this, 
whether the apostles preached to the Gentiles before 
the passing of that decree? When it appears, from 
the words now recited, that the apostles not only 
preached to the Gentiles, but preached to them in 
contradistinction to the Jews? And does any man 
know the Jews so little as to imagine that, when the 
apostles turned to the Gentiles from them, the Jews 
would after this suffer those apostles to preach to the 
Gentiles in their synagogues? Besides, the text says, 
that the word of the Lord was published throughout 
all the region; consequently, the apostles were so far 
from confining themselves to the Jewish synagogue 
that they were not confined even to the extent of that 
ample city, but preached throughout the whole country. 
This opinion, then, that the apostles preached only 
to the Jews and proselytes before the passing of this 
decree at Jerusalem, is demonstrably false ; and, if 
they preached to the Gentiles at large, to whom else 
can that decree be directed? It is directed to the 
Gentile converts at large; and who can we imagine 
those converts were, but those to whom Christianity 
was preached, z. e. the Gentiles at large? 

2. “But this is yet farther demonstrated from St. 
James’s sentence, in this fifteenth chapter of the Acts, 
upon which the apostolic decree is founded. His 
words are these :— 

“©19. Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble 
not them which from among the Gentiles are turned 
to God. 

“90. But that we write unto them, that they ab- 
stain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and 
from things strangled, and from blood. 

“21. For Moses of old time hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the synagogues 
every Sabbath day. 

“What then? What if Moses had those that 
preached him in the synagogues every Sabbath? 
Why, then, there was no necessity of writing upon 
these points to any of those who were admitted into 
the synagogues; because they knew, from the writ- 
ings of Moses, that all these things were, from the 
foundation of the world, unlawful to the whole race of 
Adam. 

“ My sentence (says the apostle) is, that we write to 
the Gentile converts upon these points; for Moses 
hath those of old in every city that preach him, 2. e. 
there is no necessity of writing to any Jewish con- 
vert, or to any proselyte convert to Christianity, to 
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abstain from these things; because all that are ad- 
mitted into the synagogues (as the proselytes were) 
know all these things sufficiently already; and ac- 
cordingly upon this sentence of St. James, the decree 
was founded and directed; doubtless, from the nature 
of the thing, directed to those whom it was fitting and 
necessary to inform upon these points, 7. e. those who 
were unacquainted with the writings of Moses; for 
the decree, as far as it contained a direction to certain 
duties, could give no information to any others. 

3. “ Again: An objection is raised against this doc- 
trine from the conclusion of the decree, ye do well: 
insinuating that, though they should do well to observe 
it, yet they did no ill in not observing it. 

‘“‘T answer, that doing well, in the style of Scrip- 
ture, as well as common. speech, is acting agreeably 
to our duty ; and doing well in necessary things must 
certainly be acting agreeably to necessary duty; and 
certainly the same duty cannot at the same time be 
necessary and indifferent. 

4. “ But it is objected that, if the points contained 
in this decree are points of the Mosaic law, the decree 
has no relation to the question in debate; for the de- 
bate was, Whether the Gentile converts to Christianity 
should be obliged to observe the law of Moses ? 

“T answer that the decree hath the clearest relation 
to the question, inasmuch as it is a decision that the 
Gentile converts were not obliged to observe the law 
of Moses. It hath at the same time a plain relation 
to the point in question ; for what could be more pro- 
per than to take that occasion to let the Gentiles 
know that they were obliged to the observance of 
such duties as were obligatory antecedently to the 
law of Moses, though they were exempted from 
that law ? 

5. “Again: It is urged that this. decree could only 
oblige those to whom it was directed, i. e. the Gen- 
tiles of Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. 

“As if the decree, and the reason of it, did not 
equally extend to all Gentile converts throughout the 
whole world. And as if this doctrine were only taught 
and received in those particular regions; when it is 
evident, beyond the possibility of being denied or 
doubted, that all Christians, in every region of the 
earth, were taught, and actually embraced the same 
doctrine, at least, for the first three hundred years 
after Christ. 

6. “ But it is still objected, that this dispute could 
not have happened otherwise than between Gentile and 
Judaizing converts; and, consequently, the decision of 
it must have respect to the conduct which it was then 
necessary the Gentiles should hold, with regard to the 
Jews, who could not converse with them upon the foot 
of a friendly communication, could not sit at meat, &c., 
unless the Gentiles abstained from blood, &e. 

“ Consequently, that this necessity is now ceased. 

“Tn answer to this, admitting the premises, I must 
own I cannot see how this conclusion follows from 
them, as long as there are Jews and Mohammedans in 
the world to be converted to the Christian religion. 

“‘ Fornication, idolatry, luxury, and cruelty to the 
creatures, are prohibited by this decree; and an ori- 
ginal precept from God to Noah, of manifold advantage 
to mankind, restored ; is it to be believed the apostles 
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could stand in need of a particular occasion to prohi- 
bit those enormities, or to restore this blessing 4 

‘“ Fornication did not appear to the heathen world 
to be contrary to the law of nature ; (nor do the liber- 
tines of the age see it to be so to this day;) and, as 
they had no restraints upon intemperance, their luxury 
of food greatly contributed to make them abandoned. 
How then could the apostles, whose business it was 
to reform the world, pretend to amend mankind, with- 
out recovering them from these corruptions? And 
what more effectual method could they take to recover 
them than a most solemn and sacred injunction of ab- 
stinence in those points contained in the decree of 
Jerusalem? And that the apostles had nothing less 
than this in view from that decree is, I think, fairly 
and fully to be collected from these words of St. Luke, 
Acts xvi. 4,5: And as they (i. e. Paul and his compan 
ions) went through the cities, they delivered them the 
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles 
and elders which were at Jerusalem, and so were the 
Churches established in the faith, and increased in 
number daily. 

** Now the decree here referred to is evidently the 
decree concerning blood, &c., from the observance of 
which the Churches were not only increased, by open- 
ing the way to a more friendly communication with 
the Jews, and so facilitating their admission into the 
Christian Church, but they were likewise established 
in the faith. Does this expression mean nothing ? 
Might we not conclude from it, with some appearance 
of reason, that the Christian religion had been defect- 
ive without this establishment ? 

7. ‘ But there are yet two other main fundamental 
objections against this doctrine, taken from the deela- 
rations of our Saviour, St. Peter, and St. Paul. 

“And the first of them is built upon those words 
of our blessed Saviour, in the 15th chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, at the eleventh verse. Not that which goeth 
into the mouth defileth the man, but that which cometh 
out of the mouth. From hence it is inferred that a 
man may eat or drink any thing without sin, notwith- 
standing the apostolic decree. 

“ But surely no Christian would say this that saw 
the absurdities of this assertion : for, if this declaration 
of our Saviour’s destroys the validity of the apostolic 
decree, then it will follow :— 

‘‘ First, That this decree was repealed just twenty 
years before it was made, which is surely a very ex- 
traordinary supposition ; for whoever looks into the 
chronology of his Bible will find that these words of 
our Saviour were spoken twenty years before the 
apostolic council was held at Jerusalem. 

“‘ Secondly, It will follow that the whole body of 
the apostles did, after full debate and mature delibera- 
tion, make a most solemn decree, in direct contradiction 
to the plain, express declaration of their blessed Lord 
and Saviour. 

“ And this supposition is surely as modest and as 
Christian as the first was extraordinary : nay, more 
they made this decree under the immediate direction 
and influence of the Spirit of God, and yet made it in 
direct contradiction to the declaration of the Son of 
God. Jam really at a loss to think whether the ab- 
surdity or the blasphemy of these suppositions is most 
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shocking. Let us quit them, then, and examine our 
Saviour’s words by the common rules of reason. 

8. “And, to clear this point, I lay this down as a 
plain rule of interpretation, That general expressions 
ought not to be extended beyond the reason of them, 
and the occasion of their being delivered. For exam- 
ple, St. Paul, in the tenth chapter of his first epistle 
to the Corinthians, answering the arguments of those 
converts who pretended they might innocently eat of 
those things offered to idols, even in the idol temple, 
uses these words, AU things aretlawful for me, but all 
things are not expedient. Will any man infer from 
hence that murder, and adultery, and incest, were law- 
ful to St. Paul? Orthat he thought they were? No, 
surely! What, then, can he mean by them? I an- 
swer that the reason and occasion of them must deter- 
mine that question, and to determine the plain sense of 
those words to be this: All things that are lawful to 
any other man are also lawful to me; but every thing 
that is lawful to be done is not always expedient ; though 
the liberty you took of eating in the idol temple were 
lawful, yet, if it give offence, you ought not to take it. 

9. “In the same manner should that general ex- 
pression of our Saviour’s be interpreted, Noé that which 
goeth into the mouth defileth the man, but that which 
cometh out of the mouth, that defileth the man. Does 
any man imagine that our Saviour meant to give full 
license to gluttony and intemperance by this declara- 
tion? Or that a man might deliberately swallow 
poison by virtue of these words ; or, in general, might 
innocently eat any thing which the law of God at that 
time forbade to be eaten? ‘These were strange ab- 
surdities to be supposed ; the sense of the declaration, 
then, must be drawn from the reason and occasion of 
it, which was this: The Pharisees were offended with 
our Saviour’s disciples for sitting down to meat before 
they washed their hands, contrary to the tradition of 
the elders ; as if such a violation of a traditional pre- 
cept were sin and a pollution. In answer to this, 
after our Saviour had shown the iniquity and absurdity 
of their traditions, he adds, Not that which goeth into 
the mouth defileth the man. Now, the question is, 
what he meant by those words? And if he himself 
had not told us, I really think that the occasion and 
common sense would teach us to understand no more 
by them than this, that it is not any little soil or filth 
taken into the mouth, from eating with unwashed 
hands, that can be said to defile a man; nothing of 
that kind ean be called a pollution. This, I say, is 
the plain, natural, obvious sense of those words. In- 
deed, the latter part of the declaration is not so plain; 
but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth 
the man. ‘This part of it, I say, is not so intelligible ; 
neither was it so to the disciples, and therefore Peter 
desired his Lord to declare this parable unto them. 
And accordingly he did so, by showing that whatso- 
ever pollution was taken in at the mouth was cast out 
into the draught, but what came out of the mouth 
came forth from the heart, as did evil thoughts of all 
kinds ; and then he adds these are the things that defile 
the man—but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not 
the man. 

10. “I now come to the last objection of weight, 
which is this: that the distinction of clean and unclean 
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meats is plainly taken away in the New Testament, 
and particularly by that voice from heaven in St. Peter’s 
vision; and that St. Paul clearly determines the law- 
fulness of eating any thing sold in the shambles, or 
set before us on the table, asking no questions for con- 
science’ sake. 

“To the first part of this objection, I answer, that 
the distinction of meats, clean and unclean, commonly 
supposed to be introduced and established by the law 
of Moses, is plainly taken away by the voice from 
heaven, accompanying St. Peter’s vision; but how 
does this concession affect the prohibition of blood, es- 
tablished before the law of Moses? And which hath 
nothing to do with the distinction of creatures, clean 
and unclean, taken away at that time. 

11. “ But to cut this dispute short, I shall only ob- 
serve that the very command to St. Peter, in that 
vision, is so far from taking away the prohibition of 
blood given to Noah that it clearly establishes it. The 
words are these: Rise, Peter; kill and eat. Now 
the Greek word Svoov, which is here translated A:/J, 
does in the original signify to sacrifice; and the plain 
sense of the command is this, that Peter should slay 
those creatures as creatures were wont to be slain for 
sacrifice, that is, that he should first draw away the 
blood, and then eat them. And no man that pretends 
to any knowledge in the Greek tongue will say that 
this word has or can have any other meaning in this 
place; and therefore the very command which takes 
away the distinction of creatures clean and unclean, is 
so far from taking away the prohibition of blood that it 
establishes it. 

“‘ Besides, I desire it may be observed that this com- 
mand to St. Peter was given in the forty-first year 
from our Saviour’s birth; or, in other words, in the 
year of our Lord 41; and the decree of the apostles 
at Jerusalem was in the year of our Lord 52, 7. e. the 
prohibition of blood was established eleyen years after 
the distinction of meats, clean and unclean, was taken 
away. Ill-fated decree! to be again repealed so many 
years before it was made ! 

12. “ Thus have I defended a Divine revelation and 
command: acommand of easy, unexpensive observance ; 
preventive of cruelty, luxury, and many other evils ; 
and conducive to much good; manifestly contributing 
to the healthfulness and simplicity, and, in consequence 
of both these, to the elegance and delicacy of food. 

“ A command in its nature negative and absolute 
as that of the forbidden fruit. 

«“ A command given by God himself to Noah, re- 
peated to Moses, and ratified by the apostles of Jesus 
Christ; given immediately after the flood, when the 
world, as it were, began anew, and the only one given 
on that great occasion; repeated with awful solemnity 
to that people whom God separated from the rest of 
mankind to be holy to himself; repeated with dreadful 
denunciations of Divine vengeance both against the 
Jew and the stranger that should dare to transgress it ; 
and ratified by the most solemn and sacred council that 
ever was assembled upon earth, acting under the imme- 
diate influence of the Spirit of God; transmitted from 
that sacred assembly to the several Churches of the 
neighbouring nations, by the hands of no meaner mes- 
sengers than two bishops and two apostles ; asserted 
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by the best writers and most philosophic spirits of their 
age—the Christian apologists; and sealed with the 
blood of the best of men—the Christian martyrs ; con- 
firmed by the unanimous sentences of fathers, emperors, 
and councils, and one of these as low as the sixth cen- 
tury. Reverenced (in conformity to the practice and 
principles even of Jews and Mohammedans) by the whole 
Church of God for the first 300 years after Christ, and 
by all the Churches of the east to this day—Churches 
allowed to be more extensive, and not more corrupt, 
than that which vaunts itself catholic and infallible. 
And will any man after this dare to vilify this command? 
‘Will any man in his senses pronounce a precept so given, 
so repeated, and so ratified by God himself, unmeaning 
and unimportant ? Can we imagine that it was assert- 
ed by the most learned men of the early ages of Chris- 
tianity without knowledge? Or obeyed by the most 
holy, even unto death, without conscience? Or reve- 
renced by the whole Church of God without reason? 
And shall we, after all this, condemn this command, 
because light libertines revile, and insolents despise it ? 
Or, at best, because some learned men have given 
very weak and ungrounded, very unlearned reasons, 
for believing it repealed ’—reasons which I have now 
sufficiently refuted and exposed. And shall such rea- 
sons and such authorities weigh against God, and the 
inspirations of his Holy Spirit? Against the apostles, 
and apologists, and martyrs, and the whole Church of 
God, for the three first and purest ages of the Chris- 
tian erat? Let others glory in their Christian liberty 
as they like best ; but, perhaps, to some of these we 
may say with St. Paul, Your glorying is not good; 
know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump ? 

13. “If mine be an error, it must be owned at the 
same time that it is an error on the sure side: it is 
innocent ; it is an error infinitely better authorized, and 
nearer allied to religion, virtue, and humanity, than its 
contrary ; for, (not to mention the precepts of apostles, 
the opinions of fathers, and the decrees of councils,) if 
I err, I err with the most men (not heathen) and with 
the best; with the whole Christian world of the best 
ages, and the whole eastern world to this day. I err 
on the side of humanity and health, and a religious 
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gratitude to the Author and Giver of life for every 
creature slain for my support! I err in opposition 
to a practice manifestly brutal and savage; a prac- 
tice which human nature abhors; a savage prac- 
tice, which overran the west, together with the Goths 
and Vandals; a practice instituted by Scythian barba- 
rity, and established by popery—established with other 
works of darkness, in the ages of error and ignorance, 
and their necessary consequences, immorality and irre- 
ligion. 

14. “ But though all this be demonstrably true, yet 
am I sufficiently sensible that I have all this time been 
speaking in a great measure to appetite, which hath no 
ears; and to prejudice, which hath no eyes; to per- 
verseness, incapable of attention; and to pride, inca- 
pable of conviction; and am so far from being able to 
bring some men to reason, that I am myself, perhaps, 
become the object of their pity for attempting it; that 
I have been feeding the raillery of libertines, and the 
scoffs of infidels; that even dulness will droll on this 
occasion, and stupidity break stale jests. Alas! who 
is so ignorant as not to know that the scorner, fee to 
every virtue and excellence in life! must, in that very 
character, be the sworn enemy of every part of reli- 
gion—of that religion by which every virtue lives and 
is esteemed in the world? Who is so ignorant as not 
to know that this meanest denomination of men sub- 
sists upon earth, like the meanest species of insects, 
by teasing and tainting to the utmost of their malignant 
might, and then feeding where they have infected ? 
But, God be praised! their impotence affects nothing 
but infirmity ; and the slightest fence is security against 
them. “Some difference, I hope, will be allowed be- 
tween us on this occasion. I write from the dictates 
of a good conscience; it is theirs to see if they re- 
proach not from the influence of an evil: I write from 
the clearest conviction ; let them beware that they rail 
not from corruption. This I will say without scruple, 
I reason from the light of an humble, an honest, and a 
diligent inquiry ; and, if they ridicule, they ridicule from 
the depth of a lazy and a conceited ignorance. How 
far that ignorance will acquit them at the great day of 
account, God only knows.”—Detaney’s Revelation 
examined with Candour, vol. ii. p. 18, &c. 
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Paul, coming to Derbe and Lystra, meets with Timothy, the son of a Jewess by a Greek father, whom he 


circumeises, and takes with him into his work, 1-3. 


As they pass through the different cities, they deliver 


the apostles’ decrees to the Churches ; and they are established in the Saith, and daily increase in numbers, 


4, 5. 
latwe to his preaching in Macedonia, 9, 10. 
comes to Philippi in Macedonia, 11, 12. 
she and her family are baptized, 13-15. 


They travel through Phrygia, Galatia, Mysia, and to Troas, 6-8. 


Where Paul has a vision, re- 


Leaving Troas, he sails to Samothracia and Neapolis, and 
Lydia, a seller of purple, receives the apostles’ teaching ; 
A young woman, with a spirit of divination, dispossessed by 


and 


St. Paul, 16-18. Her masters, finding their gain by her soothsaying gone, make an attack upon Paul 


and Silas, drag them before the magistrates, who command them to be beaten, 


and their feet made fast in the stocks, 19-24. 
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thrust into the closest prison, 


Paul and Silas singing praises at midnight, the prison 
doors are muraculously opened, and all the bonds of the prisoners loosed, 25, 26. 
alarmed, supposing that the prisoners were fled, is about to kill himself, 
He inquires the way of salvation, believes, and he and his whole family are baptized, 29-34. 
morning the magistrates order the apostles to be dismissed, 35, 36. 


The keeper being 

but is prevented by Paul, 27, 28. 

The neat 

Paul pleads his privilege as a Roman, 
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Paul and Timothy deliver the 
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and accuses the magistrates of injustice, who, heing alarmed, come themselves to the prison, deliver them, 


and beg them to depart from the city, 37-39. 
the brethren, and depart, 40. 


hair 40 "THEN came he to * Derbe and 

An. Olymp. Lystra: and, behold, a cer- 
cir, CCVIII. 1. = ge 
———— tain disciple was there, » named 
Timotheus, ° the son of a certain woman, which 
was a Jewess, and believed; but his father 
was a Greek: 

2 Which ‘was well reported of by the bre- 
thren that were at Lystra and Iconium. 

3 Him would Paul have to go forth with 
him; and ¢ took and circumcised him because 


a os xiv. 16.——» Chap. xix. 22; Rom. xvi.21; 1 Cor. iv. 17; 
hil. ii. 19; 1 Thess. iii. 2; 1 Tim. i. 2; 2 Tim. i. 2. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVI. 

Verse 1. A certain disciple] Bishop Pearce would 
read the latter part of this verse and the beginning of 
the next thus—A certain disciple named Timotheus, 
(the son of a certain Jewish woman that believed, but 
of a father who was a Greek,) who was well reported 
of by the brethren, &c. 

This Timothy was the same person to whom St. 
Paul wrote those two noble epistles which are still ex- 
tant. His mother’s name was Eunice, as we learn 
from 2 Tim. i. 5. What his father’s name was we 
know not ; he was either a mere heathen, or, at most, 
only a proselyte of the gate, who never submitted to 
circumcision : had he submitted to this rite, he would, 
no doubt, have circumcised his son; but the son being 
without it is a proof that the father was so too. Some 
MSS. state that Timothy’s mother was now a widow; 
but this does not appear to be well founded. 


Verse 2. Which was well reported of | These 


words are spoken of Timothy, and not of his father. 
At this time Timothy must have been very young ; 
for, several years after, when appointed to superintend 
the Church at Crete, he appears to have been then so 
young that there was a danger of its operating to the 
prejudice of his ministry: 1 Tim. iv. 12, Let no man 
despise thy youth. He had a very early religious edu- 
cation from his godly mother Eunice, and his not less 
pious grandmother Lois; and, from his religious in- 
structions, was well prepared for the work to which 
God now called him. 

Verse 3. Took and circumeised him] For this sim- 
ple reason, that the Jéws would neither have heard 
him preach, nor would have any connection with him, 
had he been otherwise. Besides, St. Paul himself 
could have had no access to the Jews in any place, had 
they known that he associated with a person who was 
uncircumcised : they would have considered both to be 
unclean. The circumcision of Timothy was a merely 
prudential regulation; one rendered imperiously ne- 
cessary by the circumstances in which they were then 
placed ; and, as it was done merely in reference to 
this, Timothy was laid under no necessity to observe 
the Mosaic ritual; nor could it prejudice his spiritual 


state, because he did not do it in order to seek justifi- | Ionia, ffolia, and Lydia. 
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They leave the prison, enter into the house of Lydia, comfort 


A, M. cir. 4057. 
AY Ducir, 53. 
An. Olymp. 
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of the Jews which were in those 
quarters: for they knew all that 
his father was a Greek. 

4 And as they went through the cities, they 
delivered them the decrees for to keep, * that 
were ordained of the apostles and elders which 
were at Jerusalem. 

5 And &so were the Churches established 
in the faith, and increased in number daily. 

6 Now when they had gone throughout 


¢2 Tim. i. 5.——4 Chap. vi. 3.——e1 Cor. ix. 20; Gal. ii. 3; 
see Gal. v. 2.—! Chap. xv. 28, 29.—s Chap. xv. 41. 


cation by the law, for this he had before, through the 
faith of Christ. In Gal. ii. 3-5, we read that Paul 
refuses to circumcise Titus, who was a Greek, and 
his parents Gentiles, notwithstanding the entreaties of 
some zealous Judaizing Christians, as their object was 
to bring him under the yoke of the law: here, the case 
was widely different, and the necessity of the measure 
indisputable. 

Verse 4. They delivered them the decrees for to 
keep| Ta doypara, ta kekpyseva V0 Tov Arocodwy.— 
Bishop Pearce contends that ta doyzata, the decrees, 
is a gloss which was not in the text originally; and 
that the ra xexpyeva, the judgments or determinations 
of the apostles, was all that was originally written here. 
He supports his opinion by a reference to the word 
xpwo, I judge, used by James, chap. xv. 19, whence 
the whole decision, as it referred—1. to the inexpedi- 
ency of cireumcising the Gentiles; and, 2. to the ne- 
cessity of observing the four precepts laid down, was 
called ra xexpieva, the things that were judged, or de- 
cided on; the judgments of the apostolic council.— 
Instead of xexpyweva, the Syriac has a word that an- 
swers to yeypappeva, the decrees that were written. The 
word doyza, from doxew, to think proper, determine, 
decree, signifies an ordinance or decree, properly and 
deliberately made, relative to any important point, and 
which, in reference to that point, has the force of law. 
Our term dogma, which we often abuse, is the Greek 
word in English letters. 

Verse 5. And so were the Churches established] 
The disputations at Antioch, relative to circumcision, 
had no doubt spread far and wide among other Church- 
es, and unhinged many. The decrees of the apostles 
came in good time, and prevented farther mischief : 
the people, saved from uncertainty, became established 
in the faith; and the Church had a daily accession of 
converted souls. 

Verse 6. Were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in Asia.) The Asia mentioned here 
could not be Asia Minor in general, for Galatia, Phry- 
gia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, and Pamphylia, were provinces 
of it, and in these the apostles preached ; but it was 
what was called Proconsular Asia, which included only 

The apostles were not suf- 
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Paul, by a vision in the night, 


A. M. cir. 4057. 
A. D. cir. 53. 


Phrygia and the region of Gala- 

An. Olymp. tia, and were forbidden of the 
ne Holy Ghost to preach the word 
in Asia, 

7 After they were come to Mysia, they as- 
sayed to go into Bithynia; but the Spirit suf- 
fered them not. 

8 And they passing by Mysia, >came down 
to Troas. 

9 “| And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night: There stood a ‘man of Macedonia, 


h2 Cor. ii. 12; 2 Tim. iv. 13.——i Chap. x. 30. 


fered to visit these places at this time ; but they after- 
wards went thither, and preached the Gospel with suc- 
cess ; for it was in this Proconsular Asia that the seven 
Churches were situated. God chose to send his ser- 
vants to another place, where he saw that the word 
would be affectionately received ; and probably those 
in Proconsular Asia were not, as yet, sufficiently pre- 
pared to receive and profit by it. 

Verse 7. After they were come to Mysia] They 
passed through Phrygia into Mysia, which lay between 
Bithynia on the north, Phrygia on the east, Afolia on 
the south, and the Mediterranean on the west. 

But the Spirit suffered them not.] God saw that 
that was not the most proper time to preach the word 
at Bithynia ; as he willed them to go immediately to 
Macedonia, the people there being ripe for the word of 
life. Instead of ro zvevua, the Spirit merely, ro xvevua 
Ijoov, the Spirit of Jzsus, is the reading of ABCDE, 
several others, with both the Syriac, the Coptic, Aithi- 
opic, Armenian, Vulgate, Itala, and several of the fa- 
thers. ‘The reading is undoubtedly genuine, and should 
be immediately restored to the text. 

Verse 8. Came down to Troas.] The Troad, or 
part of Phrygia Minor in which the celebrated city 
of Troy was formerly situated. This city was first 
built by Dardanus, who was its king, and from whom 
it was called Dardania; from Tyros, his grandson, it 
was called Troja, or Troy; and from his son, Ilus, it 
was called Idiwm. It has been long so completely de- 
stroyed that no ascertainable vestige of it remains; 
insomuch that some have even doubted of its existence. 
Those who contend for the reality of the history of 
Troy suppose it to have stood on the site of the modern 
village Bownarbachi, about twelve miles from the sea, 
on an eminence, at the termination of a spacious plain. 

Verse 9. A vision appeared to Paul in the mght| 
Whether this was in a dream, or whether a represen- 
tation made to the senses of the apostle, we cannot tell. 
A man of Macedonia appeared to him, and made this 
simple communication, Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us. 

Some suppose that the guardian angel of Mace- 
donia appeared to St. Paul in a human shape ; others, 
that it was a Divine communication made to his ima- 
gination in a dream. 

Verse 10. We endeavoured to go into Macedonia] 
This is the first place that the historian St. Luke re- 
fers to himself: we endeavoured, &c. And, from 
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is invited to go to Macedonia, 
i i A. M. cir. 4057. 
and prayed him, saying, Comes ewan. a> 
over into Macedonia, and An. Olymp. 
cir, CCVIIL. 1. 
help us. ——— 


10 And after he had séen the visier ‘mme- 
diately we endeavoured to go * into Macedo- 
nia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had 
called us for to preach the Gospel unto them. 

11 Therefore loosing from 'Troas, we came 
with a straight course to Samothracia, and the 
next day to Neapolis. 

12 And from thence to * Philippi, which 1s 


k2 Cor. ii. 13.— Phil. i.1. 


this, it has been supposed that he joined the company 
of Paul, for the first time, at Troas. 

Assuredly gathering] XvpyPiBalovtec, Drawing an 
inference from the vision that had appeared. 

That the Lord had called us for to preach] That 
is, they inferred that they were called to preach the 
Gospel in Macedonia, from what the vision had said, 
come over and help us; the help meaning, preach to 
us the Gospel. Instead of 6 Kupioc, the Lord, mean- 
ing Jesus, several MSS., such as ABCH, several 
others, with the Coptic, Vulgate, Theophylact, and 
Jerome, have 6 Qcoc¢, Gop. Though this stands on 
very reputable authority, yet the former seems to be 
the better reading; for it was the Spirir of Jesus, 
ver. 7, that would not suffer them to go into Bithynia, 
because he had designed that they should immediately 
preach the Gospel in Macedonia. 

Verse 11. Loosing from Troas] Setting sail from 
this place. 

With a straight course to Samothracia] This was 
an island of the Augean Sea, contiguous to Thrace, 
and hence called Samothracia, or the Thracian Samos. 
It is about twenty miles in circumference, and is now 
called Samandrachi by the Turks, who are its present 
masters. 

And the next day to Neapolis.| There were many 
cities of this name; but this was a sea-port town of 
Macedonia, a few miles eastward of Philippi. Neapolis 
signifies the new city. 

Verse 12. And from thence to Philippi] This 
was a town of Macedonia, in the territory of the 
Edones, on the confines of Thrace, situated on the side 
of a steep eminence. It took its name from Philip II., 
king of Macedon. It is famous for two battles, fought 
between the imperial army, commanded by Octavianus, 
afterwards Augustus, and Mark Antony, and the repub- 
ican army, commanded by Brutus and Cassius, in 
which these were successful; and a second, between 
Octavianus and Antony on the one part, and Brutus 
on the other. In this battle the republican troops were 
cut to pieces, after which Brutus killed himself. It 
was to the Church in this city that St. Paul wrote the 
epistle that still goes under their name. This place 
is still in being, though much decayed, and is the see 
of an archbishop. 

The chief city of that part of Macedonia] This 
passage has greatly puzzled both critics and commen- 
tators. It is well known that, when Paulus Zemilius 
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Lydia and her household receive 


A.M. cir. 4057. m 
A. D. cir. 53. 
An. Olymp. 

cir. CCVIIL. 1. 


the chief city of that part of 
Macedonia, and a colony: and 
we were in that city abiding 
certain days. 

13 And on the ® Sabbath we went out of 
the city by a river side, where prayer was 
wont to be made ; and we sat down, and spake 
unto the women which resorted thither. 

14 4 And a certam woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which 


™ Or, the first Gr. Sabbath day—® Luke xxiv. 45.—? Gen. 
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the Gospel, and are baptized. 


worshipped God, heard us: whose 4. Mr cir. 4057. 
° heart the Lord opened, that she An. Olymp. 


f f ir. CCVIIL. 1. 
attended unto the things which SEMI stag 


were spoken of Paul. 

15 And when she was baptized, and her 
household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
into my house, and abide there. And ? she 
constrained us. 

16 4 And it came to pass, as we went to 


xix. 3; xxxiil.11; Judg. xix.21; Luke xxiv. 29; Heb. xiii. 2. 


had conquered Macedonia, he divided it into four parts, 
uspn, and that he called the country that lay between 
the rivers Strymon and Nessus, the first part, and 
made Amphipolis its chief city, or metropolis ; Phi- 
lippi, therefore, was not its chief city. But Bishop 
Pearce has, with great show of reason, argued that, 
though Amphipolis was made the chief city of it by 
Paulus Atumilius, yet Philippi might have been the 
chief city in the days of St. Paul, which was two 
hundred and twenty years after the division by P. 
/Emilius. Besides, as it was at this place that Au- 
gustus gained that victory which put him in possession 
of the whole Roman empire, might not he have given 
to 2£ that dignity which was before enjoyed by Amphi- 
polis? This is the most rational way of solving this 
difficulty ; and therefore I shall not trouble the reader 
with the different modes that have been proposed to 
alter and amend the Greek text. 

And a colony] That is, a colony of Rome; for it 
appears that a colony was planted here by Julius 
Cesar, and afterwards enlarged by Augustus; the 
people, therefore, were considered as freemen of Rome, 
and, from this, call themselves Romans, ver. 21. The 
Jewish definition of x°14p kolonia (for they have the 
Latin word in Hebrew letters, as St. Luke has it 
here, xoAwvia, in Greek letters) is, a free city, which 
does not pay tribute. 

Verse 13. By a river side, where prayer was wont 
to be made] Od evouileto zpocevyn evvat, where rt was 
said there was a proseucha. The proseucha was a 
place of prayer, or a place used for worship, where 
there was no synagogue. It was a large building un- 
covered, with seats, asin an amphitheatre. Buildings 
of this sort the Jews had by the sea side, and by the 
sides of rivers. See this subject considered at large 
in the note on Luke vi. 12. It appears that the apos- 
tles had heard from some of the Gentiles, or from 
some of the Jews themselves, that there was a place 
of prayer by the river side ; and they went out in quest 
of it, knowing that, as it was the Sabbath, they should 
find some Jews there. 

Spake unto the women] Probably this was before 
the time of their public worship, and while they were 
waiting for the assembling of the people in general ; 
and Paul improved the opportunity to speak concern- 
ing Christ and salvation to the women that resorted 
thither. 

Verse 14. Lydia, a seller of purple] She probably 
had her name from the prevince 2f Lyvia, in which 
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the city of Thyatira was situated. The Lydian wo- 
men have been celebrated for their beautiful purple 
manufactures. 

Which worshipped God] ‘That is, she was a pro- 
selyte to the Jewish religion; as were probably all 
the women that resorted hither. 

Whose heart the Lord opened| As she was a sin- 
cere worshipper of God, she was prepared to receive 
the heavenly truths spoken by Paul and his compa- 
nions ; and, as she was faithful to the grace she had 
received, so God gave her more grace, and gave her 
now a Divine conviction that what was spoken by Paul 
was true; and therefore she attended unto the things 
—she believed them and received them as the doctrines 
of God; and in this faith she was joined by her whole 
family, and in it they were all baptized. 

Verse 15. If ye have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord] The meaning seems to be this: If my pre- 
sent reception of the Gospel of Christ be a proof to 
you that I have been faithful to the Lord, in the light 
previously imparted, and that I am as likely to be faith- 
ful to this new grace as I have been to that already 
received, and, consequently, not likely by light or fickle 


‘conduct to bring any discredit on this Divine work, 


come into my house, and abide there. | It is wrong to 
suppose that this woman had not received a measure 
of the light of God before this time. 

And she constrained us.| She used such entreaties 
and persuasions that at last they consented to lodge 
there. 

Verse 16. As we went to prayer] Eve mpocevyny, 
Into the proseucha: see on ver. 13, and on Luke vi 
12. The article, tnv, is added here by ABCE, seve- 
ral others, Origen and Theophylact: this makes the 
place more emphatic, and seems to determine the above 
meaning of tpocevyyv to be right—not the act of prayer 
or praying to God, but the place, the oratory, in which 
these proselytes assembled for the purpose of praying, 
reading the law and the prophets, and such like exer- 
cises of devotion. It appears that the apostles spent 
some time here; as it is evident, from this and the 
following verses, that they often resorted to this place 
to preach the Gospel. 

Possessed with a spirit of divination] Eyovoay 
nrvevua TvOwvoc, Having a spirit of Python, or of 
Apollo. Pytho was, according to fable, a huge serpent, 
that had an oracle at Mount Parnassus, famous for 
predicting future events; Apollo slew this serpent, and 
hence he was called Pythius, and became celebrated 
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Paul cast the spirit of THE 


A.M. cir. 4057. prayer, a certain damsel 4 pos- 
An. Olymp. sessed with a spirit ‘of divina- 


sir. COVII. 1. : ; 
SCOR tion met us, which brought her 


masters *much gain by soothsaying : 

17 The same followed Paul and us, and 
cried, saying, These men are the servants of 
the most high God, which show unto us_ the 
way of salvation. 


18 And this did she many days. But Paul, 


T Or, of Python. Chap. xix. 24. See 
Mark 1. 25, 34. 


41 Sam. xxviii. 7. 


as the foreteller of future events; and all those, who 
either could or pretended to predict future events, were 
influenced by the spirit of Apollo Pythius. As often- 
times the priestesses of this god became greatly agitat- 
ed, and gave answers apparently from their Jellies, 
when their mouths remained close, voy» was applied 
to the eyyacpyuv6o, or ventriloguists. Hesychius de- 
fines Tvfwv, dawoviov wavtixov, a divining demon; and 
it was evidently such a one that possessed this young 
woman, and which Paul expelled, ver. 18. See on 
this subject the notes on Levit. xix. 31, and Deut. 
Xviii. 11. 

Brought her masters much gain by soothsaying] 
Mavrevovery, By divination, or what we call telling 
fortunes. Our term soothsaying coming from the 
Anglo-Saxon pod, truth; and yezan, to say, i. e. truth 
saying, or saying the truth. For, as it was supposed 
among the heathen that such persons spoke by the in- 
spiration of their god, consequently what they said must 
be true. However, our translators might have used a 
term here that would not have been so creditable to 
this Pythoness ; for, what she said concerning the apos- 
tles excepted, she certainly could not be supposed to 
tell the truth, while her inspiration came from him who 
is the father of lies. But Satan will sometimes con- 
ceal himself under the guise of truth, that he may the 
more effectually deceive. See below. 

Verse 17. These men are the servants, ¢c.] It is 
astonishing how such a testimony could be given in 
such a case; every syllable of it ¢rwe, and at the same 
time full, clear, and distinct. But mark the deep de- 
sign and artifice of this evil spirit: 1. He well knew 
that the Jewish law abhorred all magic, incantations, 
magical rites, and dealings with familiar spirits ; he 
therefore bears what was in itself a true testimony to 
the apostles, that by it he may destroy their credit, and 
ruin their usefulness. The Jews, by this testimony, 
would be led at once to believe that the apostles were 
in compact with these demons, and that the miracles 
they wrought were done by the agency of these wicked 
spirits, and that the whole was the effect of magic ; 
and this, of course, would harden their hearts against 
the preaching of the Gospel. 2. The GENTILEs, find- 
ing that their own demon bore testimony to the apos- 
tles, would naturally consider that the whole was one 
system; that they had nothing to learn, nothing to 
correct ; and thus the preaching of the apostles must 
be useless to them. In such a predicament as this, 
nothing could have saved the credit of the apostles but 
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‘being grieved, turned and said 4 
to the spirit, I command thee, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, 
to come out of her. "And he came out the 
same hour. 

19 § And * when her masters saw that the 
hope of their gains was gone, * they caught 
Paul and Silas, and *drew them into’ the 
Y market-place, unto the rulers, 


divination out of a damsel. 


. M. cir. 4057° 
A. D. cir. 53. 
An. Olymp. 
eir. CCVIII. 1. 


Mark xvi. 17. vyChap. xix. 25, 26——w2 Cor. vi. 5. 


x Matt. x. 18. Y Or, court. 


their dispossessing this woman of her familiar spirit, 
and that in the most incontestable manner; for what 
could have saved the credit of Moses and Aaron, when 
the magicians of Hgypt turned their rods into serpents, 
had not Aaron’s rod devoured theirs 2 And what could 
have saved the credit of these apostles but the casting 
out of this spirit of divination, with which, otherwise, 
both Jews and Gentiles would have believed them in 
compact ? 

Verse 18. Paul, being grieved] Probably for the 
reasons assigned above. 

Turned—to the spirit] Not to the woman; she 
was only the organ by which the spirit acted. 

I command thee, in the name of Jesus] Jesus is the 
Saviour; Satan is Abaddonand Apollyon, the destroyer. 
The sovereign Saviour says to the destroyer, Come 
out of her; and he came out in the same hour. Every 
circumstance of this case proves it to have been a real 
possession. We have already had several opportuni- 
ties of remarking the great accuracy of St. Luke in 
his accounts of demoniacs: his education as a physi- 
cian gave him advantages to detect imposture of this 
kind where it subsisted ; but he sees none in this case. 
He speaks of the spirit and the damsel as distinct per- 
sons. The damsel had a spirit of divination. Paul 
turned to the spirit, and said, I command THEE to 
come out of HER; and he came out in the same hour. 
Had not St. Luke considered this as a real case of 
diabolic possession, he has made use of the most im- 
proper language he could choose; language and forms 
of speech calculated to deceive all his readers, and 
cause them to believe a lie. But it is impossible that 
the holy apostle could do so, because he was a good 
man ; and it is not likely he could be deceived by a 
parcel of charlatans, because he was a wise man; and 
it would be absurd to suppose that, while he was under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, he could be imposed 
on by the cunning of even the devil himself. 

Verse 19. When her masters saw] It appears she 
was maintained by some men, who received a certain 
pay from every person whose fortune she told, or to 
whom she made any discovery of stolen goods, gc., Fc. 

The hope of their gains was gone] ‘H ean, This 
hope ; viz. the spirit. So completely was this spirit 
cast out that the girl could divine no more; and yet 
she continued a heathen still, for we do not hear a word 
of her conversion. Had she been converted, got bap- 
tized, and been associated with the apostles, the family 
of Lydia, &c., there would have been some show of 
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Paul and Silas are beaten 


A.M. cir. 4057, 
A. D. cir. 53. 
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ew. CCVIII. 1, 


20 And brought them to the 
magistrates, saying, These men, 
bemg Jews, *do exceedingly 
trouble our city, 

21 And teach customs, which are not law- 
ful for us to receive, neither to observe, being 
Romans. 

22 And the multitude rose up together 
against them: and the magistrates rent off their 


CHAP. XVI. 


and cast into an inner prison. 


clothes, *and commanded to Ae ae aah 
beat them. An. Olymp. 

23 And when they had laid undp 
Many stripes upon them, they cast them into 
prison, charging the jailor to. keep them 
safely : 

24 Who, having received such a charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, and made 
their feet fast in the stocks. 


7] Kings xviii. 17; chap. xvii. 6. 


reason to believe that there had been no possession in 
the case, and that the spirit of divination coming out 
of her meant no more than that, through scruple of 
conscience, she had left off her imposing arts, and 
would no longer continue to pretend to do what she 
knew she could not perform. But she still continued 
with her masters, though now utterly unable to disclose 
any thing relative to futurity ! 

Drew them into the market-place] This was the 
place of public resort, and, by bringing them here, they 
might hope to excite a general clamour against them ; 
and probably those who are here called rove apxovrac, 
the rulers, were civil magistrates, who kept offices in 
such public places, for the preservation of the peace 
of the city. But these words, the rulers, are suspect- 
ed to be an interpolation by some critics: I think on 
no good ground. 

Verse 20. Brought them to the magistrates] Erpa- 
tnyotc, The commanders of the army, who, very likely, 
as this city was a Roman colony, possessed the sove- 
reign authority. The civil magistrates, therefore, 
having heard the case, as we shall soon find, in which 
it was pretended that the safety of the state was in- 
volved, would naturally refer the business to the deci- 
sion of those who had the supreme command. 

Exceedingly trouble our city] They are destroying 
the public peace, and endangering the public safety. 

Verse 21. And teach customs] E67, Religious 
opinions, and religious rites. 

Watch are not lawful for us to receive] The Romans 
were very jealous of their national worship. Servius, 
on the following lines of Virgil, has given us correct 
information on this point; and has confirmed what 
several other writers have advanced :— 


Rex Evandrus ait: Non hec solemnia nobis 


Vana superstilio, veterumque ignara deorum, 
Imposuit. Ain. viii. v. 185, &c 


King Evander said :—It is not vain superstition, 
ignorant of the ancient worship of the gods, which has 
imposed these rites on us. Duo dicit, says Servius: 
non ideo Herculem colimus ; aut quia omnem religionem 
veram putamus; aut quia deos ignoramus antiquos. 
Cautum enim fuerat, et apud Athenienses, et apud 
Romanos; ne quis Novas introduceret RELIGIONEs : 
unde et Socrates damnatus est: et Chald@i et Judai 
sunt urbe depulst. 

“ He says two things :. we do not worship Hercules 
because we believe every religion to be true; nor are 

Vou. I. (5245) 


#2 Cor. vi. 5; xi, 23, 25; 1 Thess. ii. 2, 


we ignorant of the ancient gods. Great care was 
taken, both among the Athenians and Romans, that no 
one should introduce any new religion. It was on 
this account that Socrates was condemned, and on this 
account the Chaldeans and the Jews were banished 
from Rome.” 

Cicero, De Legibus, lib. ii. c. 8, says: Separatim 
nemo habessit deos; neve Novos; sed nec ADVENAS, 
nist publicé ADSCITOS, PRIVATIM colunto. ‘+ No person 
shall have any separate gods, nor new ones; nor shall 
he privately worship any strange gods, unless they be 
publicly allowed.” The whole chapter is curious. It 
was on such laws as these that the people of Philippi 
pleaded against the apostles. These men bring new 
gods, new worship, new rites; we are Romans, and 
the laws forbid us to worship any new or strange god, 
unless publicly allowed. 

Verse 22. The multitude rose up together| ‘There 

was a general outcry against them; and the magis- 
trates tore off their clothes, and delivered them to the 
mob, commanding the lictors, or beadles, to beat them 
with rods, paBdcteyv. This was the Roman custom of 
treating criminals, as Grotius has well remarked. 
_ Verse 23. Laid many stripes upon them] The Jews 
never gave more than thirty-nine stripes to any crimi- 
nal; but the Romans had no law relative to this: they 
gave as many as they chose; and the apostles had, 
undoubtedly, the fullest measure. And perhaps St. 
Paul refers to this, where he says, 2 Cor. xi. 23: ev 
TAnyate brEepBarhovtwc, in stripes beyond measure or 
moderation. 

Verse 24. The inner prison] Probably what we 
would call the dungeon; the darkest and most secure 
cell. 

Made their feet fast in the stocks.| The to Eviov, 
which we here translate stocks, is supposed to mean 
two large pieces of wood, pierced with holes like our 
stocks, and fitted to each other, that, when the legs 
were in, they could not be drawn out. The holes 
being pierced at different distances, the legs might be 
separated or divaricated to a great extent, which must 
produce extreme pain. It is this circumstance to 
which it is supposed Prudentius refers, in speaking of 
the torments of St. Vincent :— 


Lignoque plantas inserit, 
Divaricatis cruribus. 


“ They placed his feet in the stocks, his legs greatly 
distended!” If the apostles were treated in this way, 
lying on the bare ground with their flayed backs, what 
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Paul and Silas are delivered 


se Ge bie amiaidsiat midnight Paul 
‘ - C1Y. . 
An. Olymp. and Silas prayed, and sang 


ir. CCVIIL. 1. 
pilin eh praises unto God: and the pri- 


soners heard them. 

26 » And suddenly there was a great earth- 
quake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken: and immediately ° all the doors 
were opened, and every one’s bands were 
loosed. 

27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking 
out of his sleep, and seeing the prison-doors 


THE ACTS. 


from prison by a maracle. 
open, he drew out his sword, Ae ee 
and would have killed himself, An. Olymp. 


f cir. COVIUL. 1. 
supposing that the prisoners had ——__— 


been fled. 

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 

29 Then he called for a light, and sprang 1n, 
and came trembling, and fell down before 
Paul and Silas, 

30 And brought them out, and said, ¢ Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved ? 


b Chap. iv. 31. © Chap. v. 19; xii. 7, 10. 


agony must they have suffered! However, they could 
sing praises notwithstanding. 

Verse 25. At midnight Paul and Silas—sang 
praises! Though these holy men felt much, and had 
reason to fear more, yet they are undismayed, and even 
happy in their sufferings: they were so fully satisfied 
that they were right, and had done their duty, that there 
was no room for regret or self-reproach. At the same 
time, they had such consolations from God as could 
render any circumstances not only tolerable, but de- 
lightfal. They prayed, first, for grace to support them, 
and for pardon and salvation for their persecutors ; and 
then, secondly, sang praises to God, who had called 
them to such a state of salvation, and had accounted 
them worthy to suffer shame for the testimony of Je- 
sus. And, although they were in the inner prison, 
they sang so loud and so heartily that the prisoners 
heard them. 

Verse 26. There was a great earthquake] Thus 
God bore a miraculous testimony of approbation to his 
servants; and, by the earthquake, and loosing the 
bonds of the prisoners, showed, in a symbolical way, 
the nature of that religion which they preached: while 
it shakes and terrifies the guilty, it proclaims deliver- 
ance to the captives, and the opening of the prison-doors 
to them that are bound; and sets at liberty them that 
are bruised. 

Every one’s bands were loosed.| And yet so emi- 
nently did God’s providence conduct every thing, that 
not one of the prisoners made his escape, though the 
doors were open, and his bolts off! 

Verse 27. The keeper of the prison—would have 
killed himself| Every jailor was made responsible for 
his prisoner, under the same penalty to which the pri- 
soner himself was exposed. The jailor, awaking, and 
finding the prison-doors open, taking it for granted that 
all the prisoners had made their escape, and that he 
must lose his life on the account, chose rather to die 
by his own hand than by that of others. For it was 
customary among the heathens, when they found death 
inevitable, to take away their own lives. This custom 
was applauded by their philosophers, and sanctioned 
by some of their greatest men. 

Verse 28. Do thyself no harm] As it was now dark, 
deing midnight, St. Paul must have had a Divine in- 
timation of what the jailor was going to do; and, to 
prevent it, cried out aloud, Do thyself no harm, for 
we are all here 
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4 Luke iii. 10; chap. 1.37; ix. 6. 


Verse 29. He called for alight] That he might see 
how things stood, and whether the words of Paul were 
true; for on this his personal safety depended. 

Came trembling] Terrified by the earthquake, and 
feeling the danger to which his own life was exposed. 

Fell down before Paul and Silas| The persons 
whom a few hours before he, according to his office, 
treated with so much asperity, if not cruelty, as some 
have supposed ; though, by the way, it does not appear 
that he exceeded his orders in his treatment of the 
apostles. 

Verse 30. Brought them out] Of the dungeon in 
which they were confined. 

What must I do to be saved 2] Whether this regard 
personal or eternal safety, it is a question the most in- 
teresting to man. But it is not likely that the jailor 
referred here to his’ personal safety. He had seen, 
notwithstanding the prison doors had been miraculously 
opened, and the bonds of the prisoners all loosed, that 
not one of them had escaped: hence he could not feel 
himself in danger of losing his life on this account ; and 
consequently it cannot be his personal safety about 
which he inquires. He could not but have known that 
these apostles had been preaching among the people 
what they called the doctrine of salvation; and he 
knew that for expelling a demon they were delivered 
into his custody: the Spirit of God had now convinced 
his heart that he was lost, and needed salvation; and 
therefore his earnest inquiry is how he should obtain 
it. The answer of the apostles to the jailor shows that 
his inquiry was not about his personal safety ; as his 
believing on Jesus Christ could have had no effect upon 
that, in his present circumstances. Men who dispute 
against this sense of the word are not aware. that the 
Spirit ef God can teach any thing to a heart, which the 
head of a person has not previously learned. There- 
fore, they say it was impossible that a heathen could 
make such an inquiry in reference to his eternal state ; 
because he could know nothing about it. On this 
ground, how impertinent would the answer of the apos- 
tles have been: Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be put in a state of PERSONAL SAFETY, and 
thy family! JI contend that neither he nor his family 
were in any danger, as long as not one prisoner had 
escaped ; he had, therefore, nothing from this quarter - 
to fear; and, on the ground against which I contend, 
his own question would have been as impertinent as 
the apostles’ answer. 

( 52* ) 


The jailor and his family baptized. 


A. M. cir. 4057. 
A. D. cir. 53. 
An. Olymp. 

cir. CCVIIL. 1, 


31 And they said, ¢ Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy 


house. 

32 And they spake unto him the word of 
the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 

33 And he took them the same hour of the 
night, and washed their stripes; and was bap- 
tized, he and all his, straightway. 

34 And when he had brought them into his 
house, ‘he set meat before them, and rejoiced, 
believing in God with all his house. 


CHAP. XVI. The apostles urged to leave the prison. 


35 § And when it was day, ae we + i 
. S 4 a r. . 
the magistrates sent the serjeants; An. Olymp. 


cir. COVIIL 1. 
saying, Let those men go. 


36 And the keeper of the prison told this 
saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to 
let you go: now therefore depart, and go in 
peace. 

37 But Paul said unto them, They have 
beaten us openly uncondemned, § being Romans, 
and have cast ws into prison; and now do 
they thrust us out privily? nay, verily; but 
let them come themselves and fetch us out: 


e John iii. 16, 36; vi. 47; 1 John v: 10; 


Verse 31. Believe on the Lord Jesus] Receive the 
religion of Christ, which we preach, and let thy 
household also receive it, and ye shall be all placed in 
the sure way to final salvation. 

Verse 32. And they spake unto him the word of 
the Lord] Thus, by teaching him and all that were in 
his house the doctrine of the Lord, they plainly pointed 
out to them the way of salvation. And it appears 
that he and his whole family, who were capable of re- 
ceiving instructions, embraced this doctrine, and 
showed the sincerity of their faith by immediately 
receiving baptism. And, by the way, if he and all his 
were baptized straightway, tapaypnua; immediately, 
instantly, at that very time, dum ipsa res dgitur, it is 
by no means likely that there was any wnmersion in 
the case; indeed, all the circumstances of the case, 
the dead of the night, the general agitation, the tieces- 
sity of despatch, and the words of the text, all disprove 
it. The apostles, therefore, had another method of 
administering baptism besides wnmersion, which, if 
practised according to the Jewish formalities, must 
have required considerable time, and not a little pub- 
licity. As the Jews were accustomed to teceive 
whole families of heathens, young and old, as prose- 
lytes, by baptism, so here the apostles received whole 
families, those of Lydia and the jailor, by the same 
rite. It is therefore pretty evident that we have in 
this chapter very presumptive proofs: 1. That dap- 
tism was administered without wnmersion, as iti the 
case of the jailor and his family ; and 2. That chil- 
dren were also received into the Church in this way ; 
for we can scarcely suppose that the whole families 
of Lydia and the jailor had no children in them; and, 
if they had, it is not likely that they should be omitted; 
for the Jewish practice was invariably to receive the 
heathen children with their proselyted parents. 

Verse 33. Washed their stripes] Etovoev aro Twv 
nAnywv, He washed from the stripes : 1. e. he washed 
the blood from the wounds; and this would not re- 
quire putting them into a pool, or bath, as some have 
ridiculously imagined. 

Verse 34. He set meat before them] They were 
sufficiently exhausted, and needed refreshment; nor 
had the apostles any such inherent miraculous power 
as could prevent them from suffering through hunger, 
or enable them to heal their own wounds. As they 

1 


f Luke v: 29; xix. 6:——¢ Chap: xxii: 25; 


were the instruments of bringing health to his soui; 
he became the instrument of health to their bodies: 
Genuine faith in Christ will always be accompanied 
with benevolence and humanity, and every fruit that 
such dispositions can produce. The jailor believed— 
brought them into his house—washed thew stripes— 
and set meat before them. 

Verse 35. And the magistrates sent the serjeants] 
The original word; Sa8dovyoue, means the lictors, per- 
sons who carried before the consul the fasces, which 
was a hatchet, round the handle of which was a bundle 
of rods tied. Why the magistrates should have sent 
an order to dismiss the apostles, whom they had so 
barbarously used the preceding evening, we cannot 
tell, unless we receive the reading of the Codex 
Beze as genuine, viz. ‘Huepac de yevouevnc, cvvnrbov 
ol Cpatnyol emt TO AVTO EL¢ THY Ayopay, KaL avayvynoTerTEC 
Tov GELGLOV TOV yeyovora, EdoByOncav; Kat arEeceLAav TovE 
paBdovyove x. 7:2. And when it was day, the magis- 
trates came together into the court, AND REMEMBERING 
THE EARTHQUAKE THAT HAD HAPPENED, they were afraid; 
and they sent the serjeants, &c. The Jtala version 
of this same MS. has the same reading: so has also 
the margin of the later Syriac. If this MS. be cor- 
rect, the cause of the dismissal of the apostles is at 
once evident: the earthquake had alarmed the magis- 
trates; and, taking it for granted that this was 4 
token of the Divine displeasure against them for thei 
unprincipled conduct towards those good men, they 
wished to get as quietly rid of the business as they 
could, and therefore seit to dismiss the apostles. 
Whether this reading be genuine or not, it is likely 
that it gives the true cate of the magistrates’ conduct. 

Verse 37. They have beaten us openly—being Ro= 
mans] St. Paul well knew the Roman laws; and on 
their violation by the magistrates he pleads. _The 
Valerian law forbade any Roman citizen to be bound: 
The Porcian law forbade any to be beaten with rods. 
“Porcia lex virgas ab omhium civium Romanorum 
corpore amovit.” And by the same law the liberty of 
a Roman citizen was never put in the power of the 
lictor. ‘ Porcia lex libertatem civium lictori eripuit.” 
See Cicero, Orat. pro Rabirio. Hence, as the same 
author observes; In Verrem, Orat. 5: “ Facinus est 
vincirt civem Romanum, scelus verberari.” It is a 
transgression of the law to bind a Roman citizen: it 
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The apostles leave the prison 


A.M. cir. 4057. 38 And the serjeants told 
A. D. cir. 53. 
he oer these -words unto the ma- 
bei tar al gistrates : and they feared, 
when they heard that they were Ro- 


mans. 
39 And they came and besought them, and 


THE ACTS. 


and enter the house of Lydia 


brought them out, and * desired ae ig eee ta 
them to depart out of the city. ee 

40 And they went out of the ————— 
prison, ‘and entered into the house of Lydia. 
and when they had seen the brethren, they 
comforted them, and departed. 


i Verse 14. 


h Matt. vii. 34. 


is wickedness to scourge him. And the illegality of 
the proceedings of these magistrates was farther evi- 
dent in their condemning and punishing them unheard. 
This was a gross violation of a common maxim in the 
Roman law. Causa cognita, possunt multi absolvi; 
incognita, nemo condemnari potest. Cicero. “ Many 
who are accused of evil may be absolved, when the 
cause is heard; but unheard, no man can be con- 
demned.” Every principle of the law of nature and 
the law of nations was violated in the treatment these 
holy men met with from the unprincipled magistrates 
of this city. 

Let them come themselves and fetch us out.] The 
apostles were determined that the magistrates should 
be humbled for their illegal proceedings ; and that the 
people at large might see that they had been unjustly 
condemned, and that the majesty of the Roman people 
was insulted by the treatment they had received. 

Verse 38. They feared when they heard—they were 
Romans.| They feared, because the Roman law was 
so constituted that an insult offered to a citizen was 
deemed an insult to the whole Roman people. There 
is a remarkable addition here, both in the Greek and 
Latin of the Codex Beze. It is as follows: “ And 
when they were come with many of their friends to 
the prison, they besought them to go out, saying: 
We were ignorant of your circumstances, that ye 
were righteous men. And, leading them out, they 
besought them, saying, Depart from this city, lest they 
again make an insurrection against you, and clamour 
against you.” 

Verse 40. Entered into the house of Lydia] This 
was the place of their residence while at Philippi: 
see ver, 15, 


They comforted them, and departed.) The magis- 
trates were sufficiently humbled, and the public at 
large, hearing of this circumstance, must be satisfied of 
the innocency of the apostles. They, therefore, after 
staying a reasonable time at the house of Lydia, and 
exhorting the brethren, departed ; having as yet to go 
farther into Macedonia, and to preach the Gospel in 
the most polished city in the world, the city of Athens. 
See the succeeding chapter. 


Great and lasting good was done by this visit to 
Philippi: a Church was there founded, and the mem- 
bers of it did credit to their profession. To them the 
apostle, who had suffered so much for their sakes, was 
exceedingly dear; and they evidenced this by their 
contributions to his support in the times of his neces- 
sity. They sent him money twice to Thessalonica, 
Phil. iv. 16, and once to Corinth, 2 Cor. xi. 9, and 
long afterwards, when he was prisoner in Rome, Phil. 
iv. 9, 14,18. About five or six years after this, St. 
Paul visited Philippi on his way to Jerusalem ; and 
he wrote his epistle to them about ten years after his 
first journey thither. The first members of the Church 
of Christ in this place were Lydia and her family ; 
and the next in all probability were the jailor and his 
family. These doubtless became the instruments of 
bringing many more to the faith; for the false impri- 
sonment and public acquittal of the apostles by the 
magistrates must have made their cause popular; and 
thus the means which were used to prevent the sowing 
of the seed of life in this city became the means by 
which it was sown and established. Thus the wrath 
of man praised God; and the remainder of it he did 
restrain. Never were these words more exactly ful- 
filled than on this occasion. 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Paul and his company, passing through Amphipolis and Apollonia, come to Thessalonica, where they preach 


the Gospel to the Jews, several of whom believe, 1-4. 


Others raise a mob, and bring Jason, who had 


received the apostles, before the magistrates, who, having taken bail of him and his compamons, dismiss 


them, 5-9. 
recewe the Gospel, 10-12. 


he preaches to the Jews, 14-17. 


Paul and Silas are sent away by night unto Berea, where they preach to the Jews, who gladly 


) _ Certain Jews from Thessalonica, hearing that the Bereans had received the 
Gospel, come thither and raise up a persecution, 13. 


Paul is sent away by the brethren to Athens, where 


{ He is encountered by the Epicureans and Stoics, who bring him to the 
Areopagus, and desire him to give a full explanation of his doctrine, 18-20. 


The character of the Athe- 


nians, 21. Paul preaches to them, and gives a general view of the essential principles of theology, 22-31. 
Some mock, some hesitate, and some believe, and, among the latter, Dionysius and Damaris, 32-34. 
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Paul and Silas preach to CHAP. 
x ge Oe. OW when they had passed 
a ee through Amphipolis and 


Apollonia, they came to Thessa- 
lonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews. 

2 And Paul, as his manner was, * went in 
unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned 
with them out of the Scriptures, 

3 Opening and alleging, » that Christ must 
needs have suffered, and risen again from 
the dead ; and that this Jesus, * whom I preach 
unto you, is Christ. 


XVII. 


4 4 And some of them believed, ay eee Ae 
and consorted with Paul and An. Olymp. 
° Silas; and of the devout idle bela’ 
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 
women not a few. 

5 But the Jews which believed not, moved 
with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows 
of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and 
set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the 
house of f Jason, and sought to bring them out 
to the people. 


the Jews at Thessalonica. 


2 Luke iv. 16; chap. ix. 20; xiii. 5, 14; xiv. 1; xvi. 13; xix. 8. 
> Luke xxiv. 26, 46; chap. xviii. 28; Gal. iii. 1. 


¢ Or, whom, said he, I preach. 4 Chap. xxviii. 24. 


© Chap. 
xy. 22, 27, 32, 40.—f Rom. xvi. 21. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVII. 

Verse 1. Passed through Amphipolis} This city 
was the metropolis of the first division of Macedonia, 
as made by Paulus Aumilius: see the note on chap. 
xvi. 10. . It was builded by Cimon, the Athenian ge- 
neral, who sent 10,000 Athenians thither as a colony. 
It stood in an island in the river Strymon, and had its 
name of Amphipolis because included between the two 
grand branches of that river where they empty them- 
selves into the sea, the river being on both sides of 
the city. 

Apollonia] This was another city of Macedonia, 
between Amphipolis and Thessalonica. It does not ap- 
pear that St. Paul stopped at any of these cities: and 
they are only mentioned by the historian as places 
through which the apostles passed on their way to 
Thessalonica. It is very likely that in these cities 
there were no Jews; and that might have been the 
reason why the apostles did not preach the Gospel 
there, for we find them almost constantly beginning 
with the Jews ; and the Hellenist Jews, living among 
the Gentiles, became the medium through which the 
Gospel of Christ was conveyed to the heathen world. 

Thessalonica] This was a celebrated city of Mace- 
donia, situated on what was called the Thermaic Gulf. 
According to Stephanus Byzantinus, it was embel- 
lished and enlarged by Philip, king of Macedon, who 
called it Thessalonica, the victory of Thessalia, on ac- 
count of the victory he obtained there over the Thes- 
salians; but, prior to this, it was called Therme. 
But Strabo, Tzetzes, and Zonaras, say that it was 
called Thessalonica, from Thessalonica, wife of Cassan- 
der, and daughter of Philip. It is now in possession 
of the Turks, and is called Salonichi, which is a mere 
corruption of the original name. 

A synagogue of the Jews.) Hovvaywyn, Tue syna- 
gogue; for the article here must be considered as 
emphatic, there probably being no other synagogue in 
any other city in Macedonia. ‘The Jews in different 
parts had other places of worship called proseuchas, 
as we have seen, chap. xvi. 13. At Thessalonica 
alone they appear to have had a synagogue. 

Verse 2. As his manner was] He constantly offer- 
ed salvation first to the Jews; and for this purpose 
attended their Sabbath-days’ meetings at their syna- 
gogues. 


Proving by citations. His method seems to have 
been this: ist. He collected the scriptures that 
spoke of the Messiah. 2d. He applied these to Jesus 
Christ, showing that in him all these scriptures were 
fulfilled, and that he was the Saviour of whom they 
were in expectation. He showed also that the Christ, 
or Messiah, must needs suffer—that this was predict- 
ed, and was an essential mark of the true Messiah. 
By proving this point, he corrected their false notion 
of a triumphant Messiah, and thus removed the scan- 
dal of the cross. 

Verse 4. The devout Greeks] That is, Gentiles 
who were proselytes to the Jewish religion, so far as 
to renounce idolatry, and live a moral life, but proba- 
bly had not received circumcision. 

Verse 5. The Jews which believed not, moved with 
envy, took unto them] Instead of this sentence, the 
most correct MSS. and versions read simply, zpocAa- 
Bouevot de ot lovdatot. But the Jews taking, &c., leav- 
ing out the words, (yAwoartec, ameBovvrec, which believ- 
‘ed not, moved with envy: these words do not appear 
to be genuine ; there is the strongest evidence against 
them, and they should be omitted. 

Certain lewd fellows of the baser sort] This is not 
a very intelligible translation. The original is, rw 
ayopatwy tivac avdpac movypove. The word ayopacoz, 
which we translate the daser sort, is by Hesychius 
explained, of ev ayopa avacpedopuevot, those who trans- 
act business in courts of justice. The same word is 
used by the Jews in Hebrew letters to signify judges ; 
and Dv] Ow MIN NIN agorioth shel goyim, signifies 
judges of the Gentiles. These were probably a low 
kind of lawyers, what we would call pettifoggers, or 
attorneys without principle, who gave advice for a 
trifle, and fomented disputes and litigations among 
the people. The Jtala version of the Codex Beze 
calls them quosdam forenses, certain lawyers. As the 
Jews, from their small number, could not easily raise 
up a mob, they cunningly employed those unprincipled 
men, who probably had a certain degree of juridical 
credit and authority, to denounce the apostles as se- 
ditious men; and this was, very likely, the reason why 
they employed those in preference to any others. 
They were such as always attended forensic litiga- 
tions, waiting for a job, and willing to defend any side 
of a question for money. They were wicked men of 


Verse 3. Opening and alleging] Uaparidepvoc, | the forensic tribe. 
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Paul and Silas, being persecuted, 


AM cue 626 And when they found them 
. DV. clr, ° = 
An. Olymp. not, they drew Jason and certain 


ir. COVIIL. 1. 
bead ol brethren unto the rulers of the 


city, crying, * These that have turned the 
world upside down are come hither also ; 

7 Whom Jason hath received: and these 
all do contrary to the decrees of Cwsar, * say- 
ing that there is another king, one Jesus. 

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers 
of the city, when they heard these things. 


THE ACTS. 


depart, by night, unto Berea. 


9 And when they had taken 4..M, cir. 4087. 
security of Jason, and of the wae nat 
other, they let them go. ctreeteateenataes 

10 And ithe brethren immediately sent away 
Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who, 
coming thither, went into the synagogue of the 
Jews. 

11 These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and * searched the 


Chap. xvi, 20—Luke xxiii, 2; John xix. 12; 1 Peter 
tp os 


14, k Isa. xxxiv. 16; Luke xvi. 29; 


Jahn v. 39. 


i Chap. ix. 25; ver, 


Gathered a company, and set all the city on an up- 
yoar| And, after having made this sedition and dis- 
turbance, charged the whole on the peaceable and in- 
nocent apostles! This is precisely the same way 
that persecution against the truth and followers of 
Christ is still carried on. Some wicked man in the 
parish gets a wicked attorney and a constable to head 
a mob, which they themselves have raised ; and, hay- 
ing committed a number of outrages, abusing men and 
women, haul the minister of Christ to some magistrate 
who knows as little of his office as he cares for the 
Gospel; they there charge the outrages which them- 
selves have committed on the preacher and his peace- 
able hearers ; and the peacemaker, appointed by a good 
king, according to the wise and excellent regulations 
of a sound constitution, forgetting whose minister he 
as, neither administers justice nor maintains truth ; 
but, espousing the part of the mob, assumes, ex officio, 
the character of a persecutor. ‘The preacher is im- 
prisoned, his hearers fined for listening to that Gospel 
which has not only made them wise unto salvation, 
but also peaceable and orderly citizens, and which 
would have had the same effect on the unprincipled 
magistrate, the parish ’squire, and the mob, had they 
heard it with the same reverence and respect. Had 
I not witnessed such scenes, and such prostitution of 
justice, I could not have described them. 


Assaulted the house of Jason} ‘This was the place 


where the apostles lodged; and therefore his goods 
were clear spoil, and his person fair game. ‘This is 
a case which frequently occurs where the Gospel is 
preached in its spirit and power. And, even in this 
most favoured kingdom, the most scandalous excesses 
of this kind have been committed, and a justice of the 
peace has been found to sanction the proceedings; and, 
when an appeal has been made to the laws, a grand jury 
has been found capable of throwing out the true did! 

Verse 6. These that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also| ‘The very character our 
forefathers had for preaching that Gospel, in every 
part of the land, by which the nation has been illumi- 
nated, the mob disciplined into regularity and order, 
and the kingdom established in the hands of the best 
of monarchs. 

Verse 7. These all do contrary to the decrees of 
Cesar] Persecutors always strive to affect the lives 
af the objects of their hatred, by accusing them of se- 
dition, or plots against the state. ° ; 
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That there is another king, one Jesus.| How male- 
volent was this saying! The apostles proclaimed 
Jesus as king—that is true; but never once insinuated 
that his kingdom was of this world. The reverse 
they always maintained. 

Verse 8. And they troubled the people and the rulers] 
It is evident that there was no disposition in either the 
people or the rulers to persecute the apostles. But 
these wicked Jews, by means of the unprincipled, 
wicked lawyers, those lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
threw the subject into the form of faw, making it a 
state question, in which form the rulers were obliged 
to notice it; but they showed their unwillingness to 
proceed in a matter which they saw proceeded from 
malice, by letting Jason and his companions go off 
on bail. 

Verse 9. Taken security| AaBovtec ro ixavov, Hav- 
ing taken what was sufficient, or satisfactory.  Suffi- 
cient for the present, to prove that the apostles were 
upright, peaceable, and loyal men; and that Jason and 
his friends were the like, and would be, at any time, 
fortheoming to answer for their conduct. Perhaps 
this is the sense of the phrase in the text. 

Verse 10. Sent away Paul and Silas by mght] 
Fearing some farther machinations of the Jews and 
their associates. 

Berea] This was another city of Macedonia, on 
the same gulf with Thessalonica; and not far from 
Pella, the birth place of Alexander the Great. 

Verse 11. These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica| Hoav evyevecepot, Were of a better race, 
extraction, or birth, than those at Thessalonica; but 
the word refers more to their conduct, as a proof of 
their better disposition, than to their birth, or any pe- 
culiar lineal nobility. It was a maxim among the 
Jews, that “none was of a noble spirit who did not 
employ himself in the study of the law.” It appears 
that the Bereans were a better educated and more po- 
lished people than those at Thessalonica; in conse- 
quence far from persecuting: 1. They heard the doc- 
trine of the Gospel attentively. 2. They received 
this doctrine with readiness of mind: when the evi- 
dence of its truth appeared to them sufficiently con- 
vineing, they had too much dignity of mind to refuse 
their assent, and too much ingenuousness to conceal 
their approbation. 3. They searched the Scriptures, 
i.e. of the Old Testament, to see whether these things 
were sq; to see whether the promises and types cor- 
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Paul is sent by the brethren CHAP. 
A.M. = oe: Scriptures daily, whether those 
An. Olymp. things were so. 


eee ame oT heraters many of them 
believed ; also of honourable women which 
were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

13 4 But when the Jews of Thessalonica 
had knowledge that the word of God was 
preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither 
also, and strirred up the people. 

14 ' And then immediately the brethren sent 


1 Matt. x. 23.——m Chap. xviii. 5. 


responded with the alleged fulfilment in the person, 
works, and sufferings of Jesus Christ. 4. They con- 
tinued in this work; they searched the Scriptures 
daily, whether those things were so. 

Verse 12. Therefore many of them believed] From 
the manner in which they heard, received, and exa- 
mined the word preached to them, it was not likely 
they could be deceived. And, as it was the truth that 
was proclaimed to them, it is no wonder that they ap- 
prehended, believed, and embraced it. 

Of honourable women which were Greeks| Proba- 
bly mere heathens are meant; and these were some 
of the chief families in the place. Thus we find that 
the preaching of Paul at Berea was made the instru- 
ment of converting both Jews and Gentiles. 

Verse 13. The Jews of Thessalonica—stirred up 
the people.| With what implacable malice did these 
men persecute the Gospel! And in the same spirit 
they continue to the present day, though it is evidently 
the sole cause of their wretchedness. 

Verse 14. To go as it were to the sea] This 
passage is generally understood to mean that the dis- 
ciples took Paul towards the sea, as if he had intended 
to embark, and return to Troas, but with the real de- 
sign to goto Athens. But it is more likely that his 
conductors, in order to his greater safety, left the pub- 
lic or more frequented road, and took him coastwise 
to Athens. Or, by taking a vessel at that part of the 
sea nearest to Berea, they might have coasted it to 
Athens, which was quite a possible case ; and, as we 
do not hear of his stopping at any place on his journey 
to preach, it is very probable that he went by sea to 
this city. Though sleights and feints may be allow- 
able in cases of life and death, yet there does not ap- 
pear an absolute necessity for any in this case. And, 
as the text does not necessarily point any out, so we 
need not have recourse to any. I take it for granted, 
therefore, that Paul went by sea to Athens. 

Silas and Timotheus abode there still.| The per- 
secution, it seems, was directed principally against 
Paul: Lo! he stayeth his rough wind in the day of 
his east wind. Silas and Timotheus, holy men, were 
left behind to water the seed which Paul had planted. 

Verse 15. Brought him unto Athens] This was 
one of the most celebrated cities in the world, whether 
we consider its antiquity, its learning, its political 
consequence, or the valour of its inhabitants. This 
city, which was the capital of Attica, and the seat of 
the Grecian empire, was founded by Cecreps, about 
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XVII. from Berea to the city of Athens, 


a Paul to go as it were to the 4- Nee oe 
: but Silas and Timotheus An. Olymp. 
bod there still. eee 
-15 And they that conducted Paul brought 
him unto Athens: and ™ receiving a command- 
ment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to 
him with all speed, they departed. 
16 § Now while Paul waited 4 ae oe ve 
for them at Athens, ™ his spirit An. Olymp. 
was stirred in him, when he saw 


cir. CCVIII. 2. 


02 Pet. ii. 8. 


A. M. 2447, before Christ 1557, and was called by 
him Cecropia. About thirteen or fourteen hundred 
years before Christ, in the reign either of Hrechtheus, 
or Hrichthonius, it was called Athens, from A@jv7, a 
name of Minerva, to whom it was dedicated, and who 
was always considered the protectress of the city. The 
whole city at first was built upon a hill or rock, in the 
midst of a spacious plain; but, in process of time, the 
whole plain was covered with buildings, which were 
called the lower city; while the ancient was called 
Acropolis, or the upper city. In its most flourishing 
state this city was not less than one hundred and se- 
venty-eight stadia, or twenty-two Roman miles in cir- 
cumference. The buildings of Athens were the most 
superb, and best executed, in the world; but every 
thing is now in a state of ruin. Mr. Stuart, in his 
three folio vols. of the Antiquities of Athens, has given 
correct representations of those that remain, with many 
geographical notices of much importance. The great- 
est men that ever lived, scholars, lawyers, statesmen, 
and warriors, were Athenians. Its institutions, laws, 
and literature, were its own unrivalled boast, and the 
envy of the world. The city still exists; the Acro- 
polis in a state of comparative repair. It is now in 
the hands of the Greeks ; but the Turks, who held it 
till lately, have turned the celebrated Parthenon, or 
temple of Minerva, into a mosque. The inhabitants 
are reckoned at about one thousand. Christianity, 
planted here by St. Paul, still subsists; and about two- 
thirds of the inhabitants of Athens are Christians, who 
have several churches or oratories here ; and it is the 
residence of a Greek bishop, who is a metropolitan, 
He who considers the ancient glory of this city, whe- 
ther in its heathen or Christian antiquity, cannot but 
sigh over its present state. 

Verse 16. He saw the city wholly given to idola- 
try.) Karedwiov, Full of idols, as the margin has 
it, and very properly. Whoever examines the remains 
of this city, as represented by Mr. Stuart in his Antz- 
quities, already referred to, will be satisfied of the truth 
of St. Luke’s remark: 2f was full of idols. Bishop 
Pearce produces a most apposite quotation from Pau- 
sanias, which confirms the observation : Ov« nv adAayou 
There was no place where so 
Paus. in Attic. cap. 


TooavTa We eldwda. 
many idols were to be seen. 
xvii. 24. 

Perronivs, who was contemporary with St. Paul, 
in his Satyr. cap. xvii., makes Quartilla say of Athens: 
Utique nostra regio tam PRHESENTIBUS PLENA EST 
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Paul disputes with the Jews, 


A.M, cir, 4058. . 2 : 
SERN ET the city wholly given to 
An. Olymp. idolatry. 


the synagogue with the Jews, and with the 
devout persons, and in the market daily with 
them that met with him. 

18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicu- 
reans, and of the Stoics, encountered him. And 


© Or, full of idols, P Or, base fellow. 

NUMINIBUS, ut facilius possis DEUM quam HOMINEM in- 
ventre. Our region is so full of deities that you may 
more frequently meet with a god than a man. 

Verse 17. Disputed he in the synagogue with the 
Jews] Proving that Jesus was the Messiah: and 
with the devout persons, probably heathens, proselyted 
to the Jewish religion. And in the market: I sup- 
pose the ayopa here means ‘some such place as our 
exchange, where people of business usually met, and 
where the philosophers conversed and reasoned. The 
agora was probably like the Roman forum, and like 
places of public resort in all countries, where people 
of leisure assembled to converse, hear the news, &c. 

Verse 18. Certain philosophers of the Epicureans]} 
These were the followers of Epicwrus, who acknow- 
ledged no gods except in name, and absolutely denied 
that they exercised any government over the world or 
its inhabitants; and that the chief good consisted in 
the gratification of the appetites of sense. These points 
the Epicureans certainly held; but it is not clear that 
Epicurus himself maintained such doctrines. 

And of the Stoics| These did not deny the exist- 
ence of the gods; but they held that all human affairs 
were governed by fate. They did not believe that any 
good was received from the hands of their gods ; and 
considered, as Seneca asserts, that any good and wise 
man was equal to Jupiter himself. Both these sects 
agreed in denying the resurrection of the body ; and 
the former did not believe in the immortality of the soul. 

Epicurus, the founder of the Epicurean sect, was 
born at Athens, about A. M. 3663, before Christ 341. 

Zeno, the founder of the Stoic sect, was born in the 
isle of Cyprus, about thirty years before Christ. His 
disciples were called Stoics from the Zroa, a famous 
portico at Athens, where they studied. Besides these 
two sects, there were two others which were famous 
at this time ; viz, the Academics and the Peripatetics, 
The founder of the first was the celebrated PuatTo ; 
and the founder of the second, the no less famous 
AnisToTLe. These sects professed a much purer doc- 
trine than the Epicureans and Stoics ; and it does not 
appear that they opposed the apostles, nor did they 
enter into public disputations with them. Against the 
doctrines taught by the Epicureans and Stoics, several 
parts of St. Paul’s discourse, in the following verses, 
are directly pointed. 

What will this babbler say?| The word omrepflo- 
Aoyoc, which we translate baddler, signifies, literally, 
a collector of seeds, and is the “name of a small bird 
that lives by picking up seeds on the road.” The epi- 
thet became applied to persons who collected the say- 
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the Epicureans, and the Stoics 


some said, What will this > bab- 4..M- cir. 4058 
bler say ? other some, He seem- Pate 
eth to be a setter forth of strange ———— 
gods; because he preached unto them Jesus, 
and the resurrection. 

19 And they took him, and brought him 
unto 4 Areopagus, saying, May we know what 
this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, zs ? 


9QOr, Mars’ hill. It was the highest court in Athens. 


ings of others, without order or method, and detailed 
them among their companions in the same way. ‘The 
application of the term to prating, empty, unpertinent 
persons, was natural and easy, and hence it was con- 
sidered a term of reproach and contempt, and was 
sometimes used to signify the vilest sort of men. 

A selter forth of strange gods| evov dayoviwr, 
Of strange or foreign demons. ‘That this was strictly 
forbidden, both at Rome and Athens, see on chap. 
Xvi. 21. 

There was a difference, in the heathen theology, 
between Oeoc, god, and daiuwr, demon: the Geo, were 
such as were gods by nature: the datmovia, were men 
who were deified. This distinction seems to be in the 
mind of these philosophers when they said that the 
apostles seemed to be setters forth of strange demons, 
because they preached unto them Jesus, whom they 
showed to be a man, suffering and dying, but after- 
wards raised to the throne of God. This would appear 
to them tantamount with the deification of heroes, &c., 
who had been thus honoured for their especial ser- 
vices to mankind. Horace expresses this in two lines, 
2 Kpist, i, 5 :-— 

Romulus, et Liber pater, et cum Castore Pollux, 

Post ingentia facta, deorum in templa recepti. 


“ Romulus, father Bacchus, with Castor and Pol- 
lux, for their eminent services, have been received 
into the temples of the gods.” 


Verse 19. They took him, and brought him unto 
Areopagus| The Areopagus was a hill not far from 
the Acropolis, already described, where the supreme 
court of justice was held ; one of the most sacred and 
reputable courts that had ever existed in the Gentile 
world. It had its name, Apevoc rayoc, Areopagus, or 
the Hill of Mars, or Ares, from the circumstance, 
according to poetic fiction, of Mars being tried there, 
by a court of twelve gods, for the murder of Halirrho- 
thius, son of Neptune: the meaning of which is, that 
Ares, a Thessalian prince, having slain Halirrhothius, 
the son of a neighbouring prince, for having violated 
his daughter Alcippe, was here tried by twelve judges, 
by whom he was honourably acquitted: in the Athe- 
nian laws the death of the ravisher was the regular 
forfeiture for his crime. The justice administered in 
this court was so strict and impartial, that, it was ge- 
nerally allowed, both the plaintiff and defendant depart- 
ed satisfied with the decision. ‘Innocence, when 
summoned before it, appeared without apprehension ; 
and the guilty, convicted and condemned, retired with-. 
out daring to murmur.” The place in which the judges 
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Paul 1s required to give 


A.M. cir. 4058. i : : 
Wicca ie0 For thou bringest certain 
An. Olymp. strange things to our ears: we 


cir. CCVIIL. 2. 
a -WoOuldoniknow; 


these things ' mean. 

21 (For all the Athenians, and strangers 
which were there, spent their time in nothing 
else, but either to tell or to hear some new 
thing.) 

22 4 Then Paul stood in the midst of 


therefore, what 


t Chap. ii. 12. 8 Or, the court of the Areopagites. 


CHAP. XVII. 


an account of his doctrine. 


8 Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men e, set he 
of Athens, I perceive that in An, Olymp. 


; . cir. COVII. 2. 
all things ye are too supersti- ———_— 


tious. 

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your ‘ de- 
votions, I found an altar with this inscription, 
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. - Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare 
I unto you. 


t Or, gods that ye worship ; 2 Thess. il. 4. 


sat was uncovered; and they held their sittings by 
night, to the end that nothing might distract their minds 
from the great business on which they were to decide; 
and that the sight of the accused might not affect them 
either with pity or aversion. In reference to this, all 
pleaders were strictly forbidden to use any means what- 
ever to excite either pity or aversion, or to affect the 
passions ; every thing being confined to simple rela- 
tion, or statement of facts. When the two parties 
were produced before the court, they were placed 
between the bleeding members of victims slain on the 
occasion, and were obliged to take an oath, accom- 
panied by horrible imprecations on themselves and 
families, that they would testify nothing but truth. 
These parties called to witness the ewmenides, or fu- 
ries, the punishers of the perjured in the infernal world; 
and, to make the greater impression on the mind of the 
party swearing, the temple dedicated to these infernal 
deities was contiguous to the court, so that they ap- 
peared as if witnessing the oaths and recording the 
appeal made to themselves. When the case was fully 
heard, the judges gave their decision by throwing down 
their flint pebbles, on two boards or tables, one of which 
was for the condemnation, the other for the acquzttal, 
of the person in question. 

Verse 20. Thou bringest—strange things to our 
ears] The doctrine of the apostles was different from 
any they had ever heard: it was wholly spiritual and 
divine ; thus it was strange: it was contrary to their 
customs and manners; and thus it was strange also. 
As it spoke much of the exaltation and glory of Jesus 
Christ, they supposed him to be a setler forth of 
strange gods: and, therefore, on the authority of the 
laws, which forbade the introduction of any new devties, 
or modes of worship, he was called before the Are- 
opagus. 

Verse 21. All the Athenians and strangers which 
were there] As Athens was renowned for its wisdom 
and learning, it became a place of public resort for 
philosophers and students from different parts of the 
then civilized world. The flux of students was in 
consequence great; and these, having much leisure 
time, would necessarily be curious to know what was 


passing in the world, and would frequently assemble | 
together, in places of public resort, to meet with stran- | 


gers just come to the city; and either, as St. Luke 
says, to tell or hear some new thing. 

“ The Athenian writers give the same account of 
their fellow citizens. 


Demostuenes, in his reply to | 


Epist. Philippi, represents the Athenians as ru»Pavopevos 
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KaTa THY ayopay, et TL AeyeTaL VEwWTEPOY ; mquiring, in 
the place of public resort, if there are any NEws. We 
find, likewise, that when Thucydides, iii. 38, had said, 
beTa KALVOTHTOS ev Aoyou anataocbat apicot, Ye are 
excellent in suffering yourselves to be decewed by No- 
vELTY of speech, the old scholiast makes this remark 
upon it, (almost in the words of St. Luke,) ravra mpog 
toug AOnvatsg awviTTeral, ovdev TL meAeTwvTac, TAY AeyeLv 
Te kat axovery kavov; He here blames the Athemans, 
who made it their only business to tell and hear some- 
thing that was New.”—Bp. Pearce. | This is a strik- 
ing feature of the city of London in the present day. 
The itch for news, which generally argues a worldly, 
shallow, or unsettled mind, is wonderfully prevalent : 
even ministers of the Gospel, negligent of their sacred 
function, are become in this sense Athenians; so that 
the book of God is neither read nor studied with half 
the avidity and spirit as a newspaper. ‘These persons, 
forgetful not only of their calling, but of the very 
spirit of the Gospel, read the account of a battle with 
the most violent emotions; and, provided the victory 
falls to their favourite side, they exult and triumph in 
proportion to the number of thousands that have been 
slain! It is no wonder if such become political 
preachers, and their sermons be no better than husks 
for swine. To such the hungry sheep look up, and 
are not fed. God pity such miserable Athenians, and 
direct them to a more suitable employment ! 

Verse 22. Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill] 
That is, in the midst of the judges, who sat in the 
Areopagus. 

Ye are too superstitious.] Kata navra w¢ devordat- 
povesepove vuag Oewpw; I perceive that in all respects 
ye are greatly addicted to religious practices ; and, as 
a religious people, you will candidly hear what I have 
got to say in behalf of that worship which I practise 
and recommend, See farther observations at the end 
of the chapter. 

Verse 23. Beheld your devotions] S«Bacpata, The 
objects of your worship ; the different images of their 
gods which they held in religious veneration, sacrificial 
instruments, altars, &c., &c. 

To THE uNKNowNn Gop.] ATNQETQ OEQ. That 
there was an altar at Athens thus inscribed, we can- 
not doubt after such a testimony; though St. Jerome 
questions it in part; for he says St. Paul found the 
inscription in the plural number, but, because he would 
not appear to acknowledge a plurality of gods, he 
quoted it in the singular: Verum, quia Paulus non 
pluribus Diis indigebat ignotis, sed uno tantum ignoto 
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Paul, having seen an altar 


A. M. cir. 4058, 


ERE ee 24 "God that made the world 
An. Olymp. 


fa Oe and all things therein, seeing that 
eee he is ¥ Lord of heaven and earth, 
w dwelleth not in temples made with hands ; 


v Matthew xi. 25.——w Chapter vii. 48. 


uChapter xiv. 15. ee 
* Psa. 1. 8, 


Deo, singulart verbo usus est. Epist. ad Magn. This 
is a most foolish saying: had Paul done so, how much 
would such a begging of the question have prejudiced 
his defence in the minds of his intelligent judges! 
Cicumenius intimates that St. Paul does not give the 
whole of the inscription which this famous altar bore ; 
and which he says was the following : @zove Acvac kau 
Evporng car AiBunc, Oew ayvocw Ka Eevw, To the 
gods of Asia, and Europe, and Africa: To THE UN- 
KNOWN and strange Gop. Several eminent men sup- 
pose that this wnknown god was the God of the Jews; 
and, as his name 171’ was considered by the Jews as 
ineffable, the Oc0¢ ayvwcoc may be considered as 
the anonymous god; the god whose name was not 
known, and must not be pronounced. That there was 
such a god acknowledged at Athens we have full 
proof. Lucian, in his Philopatris, cap. xiii. p. 769, 
uses this form of an oath: vy tov ayvwcov tov ev AOn- 
vate, I swear by the unkKNown Gop at ATunns. And 
again, cap. xxix. 180: yuee de Tov ev AOnvag ayvacor 
EGEVPOVTEG Kal TPOOKVVYYOCAVTEC, XEtpag ELE OVPAVOY EKTEL- 
VaVTEC, TOUTY EVYapLcyooueV Oo KaTakiwbevtec, &e. We 
have found out the UNKNowNn god at ATHENs—and 
worshipped him with our hands stretched up to heaven ; 
and we will give thanks unto him, as being thought 
worthy to be subject to this power. 
perly asks, Is it likely that Lucian, speaking thus, 
(whether in jest or in earnest,) should not have had 
some notion of there being at Athens an altar inscribed 
to the unknown God? Philostratus, in vit. Apollon. 
vi. 3, notices the same thing, though he appears to 
refer to several altars thus inscribed : xa: ravta AOn- 
YyTL, OO Ka AYVaACwY Beary Bapor IWpvvta, And 
this at ATHENS, where there are ALTARS even to the 
UNKNOWN Gops. Pausanias, in Attic. cap. i. p. 4, 
edit. Kuhn., says that at Athens there are Bouor Qewr 
Tav ovopavouevav ayvacwr, altars of gods which are 
called, The UNKNOWN ones. Minutius Felix says of 
the Romans, Aras extruunt etiam ignotis numinibus. 
“They even build altars to uNKNOWN DIVINITIES.” 
And Tertullian, contra Marcion, says, Invenio plane 
Diis ignotis aras prostitutas : sed Attica idolatria est. 
“T find altars allotted to the worship of wnknown 
gods: but this is an Attic idolatry.” Now, though 
in these last passages, both gods and altars are spoken 
of in the plural number ; yet it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that, on each, or upon some one of them, the in- 
scription ayvocw Oew, To the unknown god, was act- 
ually found. ‘The thing had subsisted long, and had 
got from Athens to Rome in the days of Tertullian 
and Minutius Felix. See Bp. Pearce and Dr. Cud- 
worth, to whose researches this note is much indebted. 

Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship] There is 
here a fine paronomasia, or play on the words. The 
apostle tells them that (on their system) they were a 
very religious people—that they had an altar inscrib- 
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Bp. Pearce pro-’ 


dedicated to the unknown God, 


: ; ith A.M. cir. 4058. 

25 Neither is worshipped with 4,M. cl, 405% 
men’s hands, *as though he oon. 

needed. Wany: thing, "seemp "he <= eae 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things ; 


¥ Gen. ii. 7; Num. xvi. 22; Job xii. 10; xxvii.3; xxxiii.4; Isa. 
xlii. 5; lvii. 16; Zech. xii. 1. 


ed, ayvucw Ow, to the unknown God: him therefore, 
says he, whom, ayvaevtec, ye unknowingly worship, I 
proclaim to you. - Assuming it as a truth, that, as the 
true God was not known by them, and that there was 
an altar dedicated to the unknown god, his God was 
that god whose nature and operations he now pro- 
ceeded to declare. By this fine turn he eluded the 
force of that law which made it a capital offence to 
introduce any new god into the state, and of the 
breach of which he was charged, ver. 18; and thus 
he showed that he was bringing neither new god nor 
new worship among them; but only explaining the 
worship of one already acknowledged by the state, 
though not as yet known. 

Verse 24. God that made the world, &c.| Though 
the Epicureans held that the world was not made by 
God, but was the effect of a fortuitous concourse of 
atoms, yet this opinion was not popular ; and the Sto- 
wes held the contrary: St. Paul assumes, as an ac- 
knowledged truth, that there was a God who made 
the world and all things. 2. That this God could 
not be confined within temples made with hands, as 
he was the Lord or governor of heaven and earth. 
3. That, by fair consequence, the gods whom they 
worshipped, which were shut up in their temples 
could not be this God ; and they must be less than 
the places in which they were contained. This was 
a strong, decisive stroke against the whole system of 
the Grecian idolatry. 

Verse 25. Neither is worshipped with men’s hands] 
This is an indirect stroke against making of images, 
and offering of sacrifices: he is not worshipped with 
human hands, as if he needed any thing, or required to 
be represented under a particular form or attitude ; 
nor has he required victims for his support; for it is 
impossible that he should need any thing who him- 
self gives being, form, and life, to all creatures. 

Giveth—life, and breath, and all things] These 
words are elegantly introduced by St. Paul: God 
gives life, because he is the fountain of it: he gives 
breath, the faculty of breathing or respiration, by which 
this life is preserved; and though breathing, or respi- 
ration, be the act of the animal, yet the mvonv, the 
faculty of breathing, and extracting from the atmo- 
sphere what serves as a pabulum of life, is given by the 
influence of God; and the continued power thus to 
respire, and extract that pure oxygen gas which is so 
evident a support of animal life, is as much the con- 
tinued gift of God as life itself is. But, as much 
more is necessary to keep the animal machine in a 
state of repair, God gives the ta ava, all the other 
things which are requisite for this great and important 
purpose, that the end for which life was given may be 
fully answered. St. Paul also teaches that Divine 
worship is not enacted and established for Gop, but 
for the use of his creatures: he needs nothing that 
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ste a eng 26 And hath made of one blood 
An. Olymp. all nations of men for to dwell 


cir. CCVIIL. 2. 
ae «on all the face of the earth; and 


hath determined the times before appoint- 
ed, and the 2 bounds of their habitation ; 
27 * That they should seek the Lord, if 


2 Deut. xxxii. 8.——+* Rom. i. 20.—> Chap. xiv. 17. 


man can give him; for man has nothing but what he 
has received from the hand of his Maker. 

Verse 26. Hath made of one blood) In AB, some 
others, with the Coptic, ithiopic, Vulgate, Itala, 
Clement, and Bede, the word aiuaroc, blood, is omitted. 
He hath made of one (meaning Adam) all nations of 
men; but alua, blood, is often used by the best writers 
- for race, stock, kindred: so Homer, Iliad, vi. ver, 211: 


Tavtn¢ Toe yevenc Te Kat alwatog evyopat evvat. 
I glory in being of that same race and blood, 
So Virgil, Aun. viii. ver. 142, says :— 
Sic genus amborum scindit se SANGUINE ab uno. 
Thus, from one stock, do both our stems divide. 


See many examples of this form in Kypke. The 
Athenians had a foolish notion that they were self- 
produced, and were the aboriginals of mhankind. Lu- 
cian ridicules this opinion, A@yvaL0t dace Tove Tpwrove 
avOpwrove ek THE ATTLKNG avadvvat, KabaTEp Ta Aayava. 
The Athenians say that the first men sprung up in 
Attica, like radishes. Luc. Philo-pseud. 3. 

To dwell on all the face of the earth} God in his 
wisdom produced the whole human race from one 
man; and, having in his providence scattered them 
over the face of the earth, by showing them that they 
sprang from one common source, has precluded all 
those contentious wars and bloodshed which would 
necessarily have taken place among the nations of the 
world, as each in its folly might have arrogated to 
itself a higher and more excellent origin than another. 

And hath determined the times before appointed] 
Instead of zporetaypyevove Karpove, the times before ap- 
pointed, ABDE, and more than forty others, with 
both the Syriac, all the Arabic, the Coptic, Aithiopic, 
MS. Slavonian, Vulgate, and Itala, read mpooteray- 
pevovg Katpovc, the appointed times. ‘The difference 
between the two words is this: mporaccevy signifies to 
place before others ; but tpooraccew is to command, 
decree, appoint. The xpooreraypevor katpot, are the 
constituted or decreed times; that is, the times ap- 
pointed by his providence, on which the several fami- 
lies should go to those countries where his wisdom 
designed they should dwell, See Gen. x.; and see 
Pearce and Rosenmiiller. 

And the bounds of their habitation] Every family 
being appointed to a particular place, that their pos- 
terity might possess it for the purposes for which infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness gave them their being, and 
the place of their abode. Every nation had its lot 
thus appointed by God, as truly as the Israelites had 
the land of Canaan. But the removal of the Jews 
from their own land shows that a people may forfeit 
their original inheritance ; and thus the Canaaniles 
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pee Al. to proclaim the true God 


. M. cir. 4058 
A. D. cir. 54. 
An. Olymp. 

cir. CCVUL. 2. 


— 


haply they might feel after him, 4 
and find him, » though he be not 
far from every one of us: 

28 For ¢ in him we live, and move, and have 
our being; ‘as certain also of your own poets 
have said, For we are also his offspring. 


© Col. i. 17; Heb. i. 3—4 Tit. i, 12. 


have been supplanted by the Jews; the Jews by the 
Saracens ; the Saracens by the Turks; the Greeks 
by the Romans; the Romans by the Goths and Van- 
dals; and so of others. See the notes on Gen. xi. 

Verse 27. That they should seek the Lord) This- 
is a conclusion drawn from the preceding statement. 
God, who is infinitely great and self-sufficient, has 
manifested himself as the maker of the world, the cre- 
ator, preserver, and governor of men. He has assigned 
them their portion, and dispensed to them their habita- 
tions, and the various blessings of his providence, to 
the end that they should seek him im all his works. 

Feel after him] Ynaadgnoesav avrov, That they might 
grope after him, as a person does his way who is blind 
or blindfolded. The Gentiles, who had not a revela- 
tion, must grope after God, as the principle of spiritual 
life, that they might find him to be a Spirit, and the 
source of all intellectual happiness; and the apostle 
seems to state that none need despair of finding this 
fountain of goodness, because he is not far from every 
one of us. 

Verse 28. For in him we live, and move, and have 
our being] He is the very source of our existence: 
the principle of life comes from him : the principle of 
motion, also, comes from him; one of the most difficult 
things in nature to be properly apprehended ; and a 
strong proof of the continual presence and energy of 
the Deity. 

And have our being] Kat eouev, And we are: we 
live in him, move in him, and are in him. Without 
him we not only can do nothing, but without him we 
are nothing. We are, i. e. we continue to be, because 
of his continued, present, all-pervading, and supporting 
energy. ‘There is a remarkable saying in Synopsis 
Sohar, p. 104. “The holy blessed God never does 
evil to any man. He only withdraws his gracious 
presence from him, and then he necessarily perisheth.’ 
This is philosophical and correct. 

As certain also of your own poets| Probably he 
means not only Aratus, in whose poem, entitled Phe- 
nomena, the words quoted by St. Paul are to be found 
literatim, tov yap kat yevoc ecuev ; but also Cleanthus, 
in whose Hymn to Jupiter the same words (Ek cou 
yap yevoc ecuev) occur. But the sentiment is found in 
several others, being very common among the more 
enlightened philosophers. By saying your own poets, 
he does not mean poets born at Athens, but merely 
Grecian poets, Aratus and Cleanthus being chief. 

We are also his offspring.| Tov yap kat yevoc eopev. 
The Phenomena of Aratus, in which these words are 
found, begins thus :— 


Ex Avoc apywpecda, tov ovderor’ avdpec eamev 
Appytov" pecat de Atog Tact mev ayvidd, 
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RaSh ei ae 29 Forasmuch then as we are 
fs Clk, 5 x 
An. Olymp. the offspring of God, * we ought 


cir. CCVIIL. 2. not to think that the Godhead is 


like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by 
art and man’s device. 

30 And fthe times of this ignorance God 
winked at; but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent: 

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the 
which * he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom he hath ordained ; 


eIsa. xl. 18—f Chap. xiv. 16; Rom. iii. 25.——8 Luke xxiv. 
47500 it. a1, W122] Pet. 1.14 sive ds 


Tlacat 0’ avopwrwv ayopat’ pecn de Oakacca, 

Kat Auevec: mavtn de Aoc keypnueba mavrec: 

TOY TAP KAITENOS EZMEN: 60’ yrvo¢ avOpwrotot 
Ackia onpatver. k. T. A. 


With Jove we must begin; nor from him rove; 
Him always praise, for all is full of Jove ! 

He fills all places where mankind resort, 

The wide-spread sea, with every shelt’ring port. 
Jove’s presence fills all space, upholds this ball ; 
All need his aid; his power sustains us all. 

For we his offspring are; and he in Jove 

Points out to man his labour from above : 

Where signs unerring show when best the soil, 

By well-timed culture, shall repay our toil, &e., &e. 


Aratus was a Cilician, one of St. Paul’s own 
countrymen, and with his writings St. Paul was un- 
doubtedly well acquainted, though he had flourished 
about 300 years before that time. 

Verse 29. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring 
of God, §c.] This inference of the apostle was very 
strong and conclusive ; and his argument runs thus : 
“Tf we are the offspring of God, he cannot be like 
those images of gold, silver, and stone, which are 
formed by the art and device of man; for the parent 
must resemble his offspring. Seeing, therefore, that 
we are living and intelligent beings, ue from whom we 
have derived that being must be living and intelligent. 
It is necessary, also, that the object of religious wor- 
ship should be much more eacedlent than the worship- 
per; but a man is, by innumerable degrees, more 
excellent than an image made out of gold, silver, or 
stone ; and yet it would be impious to worship aman: 
how much more so to worship these mages as gods! 
Every man in the Areopagus must have felt the power 
of this conclusion ; and, taking it for granted that they 
had felt it, he proceeds :— 

Verse 30. The times of this ignorance God winked 
at] He who has an indisputable right to demand the 
worship of all his creatures has mercifully overlooked 
those acts of idolatry which have disgraced the world 
and debased man; but now, as he has condescended 
to give a revelation of himself, he commands, as the 
sovereign, all men every where, over every part of his 
dominions, to repent, weravoew, to change their views, 
designs, and practices; because he hath appointed a 
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whereof he hath * given assurance A.M. cir. 4058. 
unto all men, in that khe hath be 
raised him from the dead. ee ee 

32 4 And when they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, some mocked: and others 
said, We will hear thee again of this matter. 

33 So Paul departed from among them. 

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and 
believed: among the which was Dionysius 
the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, 
and others with them. 


hChap. x. 42; Romans ii. 16; xiv. 10——iOr, offered faith. 
k Chapter ii. 24. 


day in which he will judge the world in righteousness ; 
and, as justice will then be done, no sinner, no perse- 
vering idolater, shall escape punishment. 

The word érepidew, which we translate, to wink at, 
signifies simply to look over; and seems to be here 
used in the sense of passing by, not particularly no- 
ticing it. So God overlooked, ur passed by, the times 
of heathenish ignorance: as he had not given them 
the talent of Divine revelation, so he did not require 
the improvement of that talent; but now, as he had 
given them that revelation, he would no longer over- 
look, or pass by, their ignorance or its fruits. 

Verse 31. He hath appointed a day] He has fixed 
the time in which he will judge the world, though he 
has not revealed this time to man. j 

By that man whom he hath ordained] He has also 
appointed the judge, by whom the inhabitants of the 
earth are to be tried. 

Whereof he hath given assurance] Ticw mapacyov 
mao, Having given to all this indubitable proof, that 
Jesus Christ shall judge the world, by raising him from 
the dead. The sense of the argument is this: “ Jesus 
Christ, whom we preach as the Saviour of men, has 
repeatedly told his followers that he would judge the 
world ; and has described to us, at large, the whole of 
the proceedings of that awful time, Matt. xxv. a, @er; 
John v. 25. Though he was put to death by the 
Jews, and thus he became a victim for sin, yet God 
raised him from the dead. By raising him from the 
dead, God has set his seal to the doctrines he has 
taught : one of these doctrines is, that he shall judge 
the world ; his resurrection, established by the most 
incontrovertible evidence, is therefore a proof, an in- 
contestable proof, that he shall judge the world, ac- 
cording to his own declaration.” 

Verse 32. When they heard of the resurrection, &c.] 
Paul undoubtedly had not finished his discourse : it 
is likely that he was about to have proclaimed salva- 
tion through Christ crucified ; but, on hearing of the 
resurrection of the body, the assembly instantly broke 
up; the Epicureans mocking, exAevatvov, began to 
laugh ; and the Stoics saying they would take another 
opportunity to hear him on that subject. And thus 
the assembly became dissolved before the apostle had 
time to finish his discourse, or to draw all the conclu- 
sions he had designed from the premises he had laid 
down. St. Stephen’s discourse was interrupted ir a 

I 


Additional observations on the 


similar manner. 
there. 


Verse 33. So Paul deparied from among them.] 
He could not be convicted of having done any thing 
contrary to the law; and, when the assembly broke 
up, he was permitted to go about his own business. 

Verse 34. Certain men clave unto him] Became 
affectionately united to him, and believed the doctrines 
he had preached. 

Dionysius the Areopagite] ‘There can be no doubt 
that this man was one of the judges of this great court, 
but whether the president or otherwise we cannot 
tell. Humanly speaking, his conversion must have 
been an acquisition of considerable importance to the 
Christian religion ; for no person was a judge in the 
Areopagus who had not borne the office of archon, or 
chief governor of the city; and none bore the office 
of judge in this court who was not of the Azghest 
reputation among the people for his intelligence and 
exemplary conduct. In some of the popish writers we 
find a vast deal of groundless conjecture concerning 
Dionysius, who, they say, was first bishop of Athens, 
and raised to that dignity by Paul himself; that he was 
a martyr for the truth; that Damaris was his wife, &c., 
&c., concerning which the judicious Calmet says, Tout 
celaest depeu d@ autorité. “Alithis has little foundation.” 


See chap. vii. 54, and the note 


1. In addition to what has been said in the notes 
on this subject, I may add, the original word devosdac- 
povecepoc, from detdw, I fear, and dayuwr, a demon, 
signifies, ‘greatly addicted to the worship of the 
invisible powers ;” for, as the word daimwv signifies 
either a good or evil spirit, and devo, I fear, signifies 
not only to fear in general, but also to pay religvous 
reverence, the word must be here taken in its best sense ; 
and so undoubtedly St. Paul intended it should ; and 
so, doubtless, his audience understood him ; for it 
would have been very imprudent to have charged them 


with superstition, which must have been extremely 


wrritating, in the very commencement of a discourse 
in which he was to defend himself, and prove the 
truth of the Christian religion. He stated a fact, ac- 
knowledged by the best Greek writers ; and he reasoned 
from that fact. The fact was—that the Athenians 
were the most religious people in Greece, or, in other 
words, the most idolatrous: that there were in that 
city more altars, temples, sacrifices, and religious 
services, than in any other place. And independently 
of the authorities which may be quoted in support of 
this assertion, we may at once perceive the probability 
of it from the consideration that Athens was the grand 
university of Greece; that here philosophy and every 
thing relating to the worship of the gods was taught ; 
and that religious services to the deities must be abun- 
dant. Look at our own universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge ; here are more prayers, more religious 
acts and services, than in any other places in the nation, 
and very properly so. These were founded to be 
seminaries of learning and religion; and their very 
statutes suppose religion to be essential to learning 5 
and their founders were in general religious characters, 
and endowed them for religious purposes. These, 
therefore, are not superstitious services ; for, as swper- 
stition signifies “unnecessary fears or scruples in 
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religion ; observance of unnecessary and uncommanded 
rites or practices,’—JoHNson, it cannot be said of 
those services which are founded on the positive com- 
mand of God, for the more effectual help to religious 
feelings, or as a preventive of immoral practices. I 
consider the Athenians, therefore, acting in conformity 
to their own laws and religious institutions ; and Paul 
grants that they were much addicted to religious per- 
formances: this he pays as a compliment, and then 
takes occasion to show that their religion was defect- 
ive: they had not a right object of devotion; they 
did not know the true God; the true God was to them 
the unknown God; and this an altar in their own city 
acknowledged. He therefore began to declare that 
glorious Being to them whom they ignorantly wor- 
shipped. As they were greatly addicted to religious 
services, and acknowledged that there was a Being to 
them unknown, and to whom they thought it neces- 
sary to erect an altar, they must, consistently with 
their character as a religious people and with their 
own concession in the erection of this altar, hear 
quietly, patiently, and candidly, a discourse on that 
God whose being they acknowledged, but whose nature 
they did not know. Thus St. Paul, by acknowledg- 
ing their religious disposition, and seizing the fact of 
the altar being inscribed to the unknown God, as- 
sumed a right which not a philosopher, orator, ot 
judge in the Areopagus could dispute, of bringing the 
whole subject of Christianity before them, as he was 
now brought to his trial, and put on his defence. The 
whole of this fine advantage, this grand stroke of rhe- 
torical prudence, is lost from the whole account, by 
our translation, ye are in all things too superstitious, 
thus causing the defendant to commence his discourse 
with a charge which would have roused the indigna- 
tion of the Greeks, and precluded the possibility of 
their hearing any thing he had to say in defence of 
his conduct. 

2. That the original word, on the right interpreta- 
tion of which I have laid so much stress, is taken ina 
good sense, and signifies religious worship and reve- 
rence, I shall show by several proofs; some of which 
may be seen in Mr. Parkhurst, under the word 
Aewotdaizovea, which Suidas explains by eviaBeva rept 
ro Oevov, reverence towards the Deity. And Hesychius, 
by ¢0fobeia, the fear of God. “In this good sense it 
is often used by Diodorus Siculus. Herodotus says of 
Orpheus, he led men, eve devoatpoviay, to be religious ; 
and exhorted them, ent To evosBew, to prety 5 where 
it is manifest that devovdaywovca must mean religion, 
and not superstition. But, what is more to the present 
purpose, the word is used by Josephus, not only where 
a heathen calls the pagan religion decovdaiwoviac, (Antiq. 
lib. xix. cap. 5. s. 3,) or where the Jewish religion is 
spoken of by this name, in several edicts that were 
made in its favour by the Romans, (as in Antiq. lib 
xiv. cap. 10, s. 13, 14, 16, 18, 19,) but also where 
the historian is expressing his own thoughts in his own 
words: thus, of King Manasseh, after his repentance 
and restoration, he says, eomovdatey aon TEpl avToV 
(cov) Ty derordalpovig vpnobat, he endeavoured to 
behave in the MosT RELIGIOUS manner towards God.— 
Antiq. lib. x. cap. 3, s. 2. And, speaking of a riot 
that happened among the Jews on occasion of a Ro- 
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man soldier’s burning the book of the law, he observes | hold on him, as the Greek word is translated, Luke 


that the Jews were drawn together on this occasion, 
T Osvodatmovia, by their religion, as if it had been by 
an engine; opyavw tivt.—De Bell. lib. ii. cap. 12, 
s. 2.” It would be easy to multiply examples of this 
use of the word; but the reader may refer, if neces- 
sary, to Wetstein, Pearce, and others. 

3. That the Athenians were reputed, in this respect, 
a devout people, the following quotations may prove. 
Pausanias, in Attic. cap. xvii. p. 39, edit. Kuhn., 
says that the Athenians were not only more humane, 
ahha Kat e¢ Oeove evoeBerv, but more devout towards 
the gods; and again he says, dyAa re evapywc, dcouc 
TAeov Te éTEepuv evoeBerag peteciv, it appears plainly 
how much they exceed others in the worship of the 
gods; and, in cap. xxiv. p. 56, he says, A@yvacorc 
TEPLOGOTEPOY TL, N TOLE AAAoLC, EC Ta HeLa ESL oTOVdNE, 
that the Athenians are abundantly more solicitous 
about Divine matters than others. And Josephus seals 
this testimony by the assertion, contr. Apion, ii. 10: 
AOnvasovge evoeBecatove Tov ‘EAAnvav mavreg Aeyovar ; 
Every body says that the Athenians are the most 
religious people of all the Greeks.—See Bp. Pearce. 
From all these authorities it is palpable that St. Paul 
must have used the term in the sense for which I 
have contended. 

4. In the preceding notes, I have taken for granted 
that Paul was brought to the Areopagus to be tried 
on the charge of setting forth strange gods. Bp. 
Warburton denies that he was brought before the 
Areopagus on any charge whatever ; and that he was 
taken there that the judges might hear him explain his 
doctrine, and not to defend himself against a charge 
which he does not once notice in the whole of his 
discourse. But there is one circumstance that the 
bishop has not noticed, viz. that St. Paul was not 
permitted to finish his discourse, and therefore could 
not come to those particular parts of the charge 
brought against him which the bishop thinks he must 
have taken up most pointedly, had he been accused, 
and brought there to make his defence. The truth is, 
we have little more than the apostle’s exordium, as he 
was evidently interrupted in the prosecution of his 
defence. As to the supposition that he was brought 
by philosophers to the Areopagus, that they might the 
better hear him explain his doctrine, it appears to have 
little ground; for they might have heard him to as 
great advantage in any other place: nor does it appear 
that this court was ever used, except for the solemn 
purposes of justice. But the question, whether Paul 
was brought to the Areopagus that he might be tried 
by the judges of that court, Bishop Pearce answers 
with his usual judgment and discrimination. He 
observes: 1. “ We are told that one effect of his 
preaching was, that he converted Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite, ver. 34; and this seems to show that he, who 
was a judge of that court, was present, and, if so, pro- 
bably other judges were present also. 2. If they who 
brought Paul to Areopagus wanted only to satisfy 
their curiosity, they had an opportunity of doing that 
in the market, mentioned ver. 17. Why then did they 
remove him to another place? 3. When it is said 
that they brought Paul to Areopagus, it is said that 
they took him, exiAaBopevoe avro., or, rather, they laid 
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xxiii. 26, and xx. 20, 26, and as it ought to have 
been here, in chap. xxi. 30, 33, and especially in this 
latter verse. .4. It is observable that Paul, in his 
whole discourse at the Areopagus, did not make the 
least attempt to move the passions of his audience, as 
he did when speaking to Felix, chap. xxiv. 25, and 
to Agrippa, chap. xxvi. 29; but he used plain and 
grave reasoning to convince his hearers of the sound- 
ness of his doctrine. 

“* Now, we are told by Quinctilian, in Inst. Orat. 
ll. 16, that Athenis actor movere affectus vetabatur: 
the actor was forbidden to endeavour to excite the 
passions. And again, in vi. 1, that Athenis affectus 
movere etiam per preconem prohibebatur orator: 
among the Athenians, the orator was prohibited by 
the public crier to move the passions of his auditory. 
And this is confirmed by Philostratus in proem. lib. 
i. de Vit. Sophist. ; and by Atheneus, in Deipnosoph. 
xui. 6. If, therefore, it was strictly forbidden at 
Athens to move the affections of the courts of justice, 
especially in that of the Areopagus, we see a good 
reason why Paul made no attempt in that way; and, 
at the same time, we learn how improperly the 
painters have done all they could, when they repre- 
sent Paul speaking at Athens, endeavouring both 
by his looks and gestures to raise those several pas- 
sions in his hearers which their faces are meant to 
express.” 

I have only to add here, that, though St. Paul did 
not endeavour to excite any passions in his address at 
the Areopagus, yet each sect of the philosophers would 
feel themselves powerfully affected by every thing in 
his discourse which tended to show the emptiness or 
falsity of their doctrines ; and, though he attempted to 
move no passions, yet, from these considerations, their 
passions would be strongly moved. And this is the 
idea which the inimitable Raphael took up in his cele- 
brated cartoon on this subject, and which his best 
copier, Mr. Thomas Holloway, has not only engraved 
to the life, but has also described in language only in- 
ferior to the cartoon itself; and, as it affords no mean 
comment on the preceding discourse, my readers will 
be pleased to find it here. 

By the cartoons of Raphael, we are to understand 
certain Scripture pieces painted by Raphael d’Urbino, 
and now preserved in the palace at Hampton court. 
They are allowed to be the chefs d’ceuvre in their kind. 
They have been often engraved, but never so as to give 
an adequate representation of the matchless originals, 
till Mr. Thomas Holloway, who has completely seized 
the spirit of the artist, undertook this most laborious 
work, in which he has been wholly engaged for seve- 
ral years; and in which he has, for some time past, 
associated with himself Messrs. Slann and Webb, two 
excellent artists, who had formerly been his own pupils. 
The cartoon to which I have referred has been some 
time finished, and delivered to the subscribers; and 
with it that elegant description, from which the follow- 
ing is a copious extract :— 

“The eye no sooner glances on this celebrated car- 
toon than it is immediately struck with the command- 
ing attitude of the speaker, and the various emotions 
excited in his hearers. 
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“The interest which the first appearance of St. Paul 
at Athens had occasioned, was not calculated to sub- 
side on a sudden; his doctrines were too new, and his 
zeal too ardent. From the multitude it ascended to 
the philosophers. The Epicureans and Stoies parti- 
cularly assailed him. Antecedently to the scene de- 
scribed in the picture, among the various characters 
already encountered by the apostle, many undoubtedly, 
in their speculations upon Divine subjects, had often 
imagined a sublimer religion than that commonly ac- 
knowledged: such, therefore, would make it their 
business to hear him again. Others, to whom truth 
was of less value than the idle amusement of vain dis- 
quisition, felt no other motive than curiosity. By far 
the greater part, however, obstinately bigoted to their 
particular tenets, and abhorring innovation, regarded 
him as impious, or a mere babbler: these also wished 
to hear him again, but with no other than the insidious 
view, that, by a more regular and explicit profession of 
his doctrines, he might expose his own absurdities, or 
render himself obnoxious to the state. The drapery 
accords with the majesty of the figure; and the light 
is so managed, especially on the arms and hands, as 
greatly to assist the energy of the action. 

“The painter has proceeded, from the warmth of 
full conviction, through various gradations, to the ex- 
tremes of malignant prejudice, and invincible bigotry. 

‘In the foreground, on the right, is Dionysius, who 
is recorded to have embraced the new religion. With 
the utmost fervour in his countenance, and with a kind 
of sympathetic action and unconscious eagerness, he 
advances a step nearer. His eye is fixed on the apos- 
tle: he longs to tell him his couversion, already per- 
‘haps preceded by conviction wrought in his mind by 
the reasonings of the sacred teacher on previous occa- 
sions, in the synagogue, and in the forum or market- 
place. He appears not only touched with the doctrine 
he receives, but expresses an evident attachment to his 
instructer : he would become his host and protector. . 

“ This figure is altogether admirable. The grace- 
fulness of the drapery and of the hair; the masculine 
beauty of the features; the perspective drawing of the 
arms; the life and sentiment of the hands, the right 
one especially, are inimitable. 

“ Behind is Damaris, mentioned with him as a fel- 
low believer. This is the only female in the compo- 
sition; but the painter has fully availed himself of the 
character, in assisting his principle of contrast; an 
excellence found in all the works of Raphael. Her 
discreet distance, her modest deportment, her pious and 
diffident eye, discovering a degree of awe, the decorum 
and arrangement of her train, all interest the mind in 
her favour. 

‘« Next to these, but at some distance, is a Stove. 
The first survey of this figure conveys the nature of his 
peculiar philosophy—dignity and austerity. Raphael 
has well understood what he meant in this instance to 
illustrate. His head is sunk in his breast; his arms 
are mechanically folded; his eyes, almost shut, glance 
towards the ground: he is absorbed in reflection. In 
spite of his stoicism, discomposure and perplexity in- 
vade his soul, mixed with a degree of haughty morti- 
fication. 

“ Sir Joshua Reynolds has observed that ‘ the same 
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idea is continued through the whole figure, even to the 
drapery, which is so closely muffled about him that even 
his hands are not seen;’ and that, ‘ by this happy cor- 
respondence between the expression of the countenance 
and the disposition of the parts, the figure appears to 
think from head to foo’.’ 

“Behind the Stoic are two young men, well con- 
trasted in expression: anger in the elder, and in the 
other, youthful pride, half abashed, are finely discri- 
minated. 

“‘ Beyond, in the same continued half circle with the 
Stoic, is perhaps exhibited the most astonishing con- 
trast ever imagined; that of inexorable sternness, and 
complete placidity. 

“‘ Of the two figures, the first is denominated a Cy 
nic, who, disappointed in his expectation of the ridi- 
culous appearance which he conceived the apostle, when 
confronted, would make among them, abandons his mind 
to rage. His formidable forehead concentrates its 
whole expression: with a fixed frown and threatening 
eye, he surveys the object of his indignation. He 
alone would engage to confute him, or punish his te- 
merity. His eager impatience and irritation are not 
discovered in his features only ; he raises his heel from 
the ground, and leans with a firmer pressure on his 
crutch, which seems to bend beneath him. 

“Pass from him to the more polished Epicurean. 
This figure exhibits perfect repose of body and mind : 
no passions agitate the one ; no action discomposes the 
other. His hands, judiciously concealed beneath beau- 
tiful drapery, shows there can be no possible motion or 
employment for them. His feet seem to sleep upon 
the ground. His countenance, which is highly pleasing, 
and full of natural gentleness, expresses only a smile 
of pity at the fancied errors of the apostle, mingled 
with delight derived from his eloquence. He waits, 
with an inclined head, in passive and serene expecta- 
tion. If a shrewd intelligence is discovered in his 
eyes, it is too gentle to disturb the general expression 
of tranquillity. 

“Behind are two other young men: the first dis- 
covers a degree of superciliousness with his vexation ; 
his companion is more disgusted, and more morose. 

“'These, and the two young figures previously de- 
scribed, are not introduced merely to fill up the group ; 
they may be intended as pupils to the philosophers 
before them, though by some considered as young 
Romans, who have introduced themselves from ennui 
or curiosity. 

“ Beyond is a character in whose mind the force of 
truth and eloquence appears to have produced convic- 
tion; but pride, vanity, or self-interest, impel him to 
dissemble. His finger, placed upon the upper lip, 
shows that he has imposed silence upon himself. 

“Tn the centre is seated a group from the academy. 
The skill of Raphael in this instance is eminent. These 
figures are not only thrown into shade, to prevent their 
interference with the principal figure ; but, from their 
posture, they contribute to its elevation, and at the same 
time vary the line of the standing group. 

“Tt seems as if the old philosopher in profile, on the 
left, had offered some observations on the apostle’s ad- 
dress; and that he was eagerly listening to the reply 
of his sage friend, in whose features we behold more 
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of the spirit of mild philosophy. The action of his 
fingers denotes his habit of reasoning, and regularity 
of argument. The middle figure behind appears to be 
watching the effect which his remarks would produce. 

“The action of the young man, pointing to the 
apostle, characterizes the keen susceptibility and im- 
petuosity of his age. His countenance expresses dis- 
gust, approaching to horror. The other young man 
turns his head round, as though complaining of unrea- 
sonable interruption. The drapery of both the front 
figures in this group is finely drawn: the opening 
action of the knees in the one is beautifully followed 
and described by the folds; in the other, the compres- 
sion, in consequence of the bent attitude, is equally 
executed ; the turn of the head gives grace and variety 
to the figure. 

“The head introduced beyond, and rather apart, is 
intended to break the two answering lines of the dark 
contour of the apostle’s drapery, and the building in the 
background. 

“In the group placed behind the apostle, the mind 
is astonished at the new character of composition. 
The finest light imaginable is thrown upon the sitting 
figure ; and, as necessary, a mass of shade is cast upon 
the two others. 

“Tt is difficult to ascertain what or whom Raphael 
meant by that corpulent and haughty personage wear- 
ing the cap. His expression, however, is evident: 
malice and vexation are depicted in his countenance ; 
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his stride, and the action of his hand, are character- 
istic of his temperament. 

“The figure standing behind is supposed to be a 
magician. His dark hair and beard, which seem to 
have been neglected, and the keen mysterious gaze of 
his eye, certainly exhibit a mind addicted to unusual 
studies. Under him, the only remaining figure is one 
who listens with malignant attention, as though intend- 
ing to report every thing. He has the aspect of a 
spy. His eye is full of danger to the apostle ; and he 
crouches below that he may not be disturbed by com- 
munication. 

“Tf this figure be considered with reference to Dio- 
nysius, it may be remarked that Raphael has not only 
contrasted his characters, but even the two ends of his 
picture. By this means the greatest possible force is 
given to the subject. At the first survey, the subor- 
dinate contrasts may escape the eye, but these greater 
oppositions must have their effect. 

“When, from this detailed display of the cartoon 
the eye again glances over the whole subject, including 
the dignity of the architecture; the propriety of the 
statue of Mars, which faces his temple; the happy 
management of the landscape, with the two conversa- 
tion figures; the result must be an acknowledgment 
that in this one effort of art is combined all that is great 
in drawing, in expression, and in composition.”— 
Holloway’s description of Raphael’s Cartoon of Paul 
preaching at Athens. 


CHAPTER XVIII 


Paul, leaving Athens, comes to Corinth, meets with Aquila and Priscilla, 

making, 1-3. He preaches, and proves that Jesus was the Christ, 4, 5. 
Justus, Crispus, and several 
Paul has a vision, by which he is greatly comforted, 9, 10. 


and he purposes to go to the Gentiles, 6. 


Gallio being deputy of Achaia, 


Antioch, Galatia, and Phrygia, 21-23. 


Sy Decte St eae alae things Paul 
. Olymp. 
ga. Obra: eparted from Athens, and 


came to Corinth ; 


— 


21 Cor.i.2; Rom. xvi. 3; 


NOTES ON CHAP. XVIII. 

Verse 1. Paul departed from Athens] How long 
he stayed here, we cannot tell ; it is probable it could 
not be less than three months ; but, finding that the 
Gospel made little progress among the Athenians, he 
resolved to go to Corinth. 

CoriNTH was situated on the isthmus that connects 
Peloponnesus to Attica; and was the capital of all 
Achaia, or Peloponnesus. It was most advantage- 
ously situated for trade; for, by its two ports, the 
Lecheum and Cenchree, it commanded the commerce 
both of the Jonian and Algean Sea. Tt was destroyed 
by the Romans under Mummius, about one hundred 
and forty-six years before Christ, in their wars with 
Attica ; but was rebuilt by Julius Cesar, and became 
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the Jews make insurrection against Paul, and bring 
who dismisses the cause ; whereupon the Jews commit a variety 
and from thence to Ephesus, where he preaches, 18-20. 


and labours with them at tent- 
The Jews oppose and blaspheme ; 
of the Corinthians believe, TAS}: 
He continues there a year and six months, 11. 
him before the deputy, 
of outrages, 12-17. Paul sails to Syria, 
He leaves Ephesus—goes to Caesarea, visits 


Account of Apollos and his preaching, 24-28. 


2 And found a certain Jew A.M. cir. 4058 
: : D. cir. 54. 
named * Aquila, born in Pontus, 


An. Olymp. 
lately come from Italy with his 


eir. CCVIIL. 2. 
ee 
1 Cor. xvi. 19; 2 Tim. iv. 19. 


one of the most considerable cities of Greece. Like 
other kingdoms and states, it has undergone a variety 
of revolutions: from the oppressive and destructive 
government of the Turks it has been lately restored to 
that of the Greeks ; but it is greatly reduced, its whole 
population amounting only to between thirteen and four- 
teen thousand souls. It is about 46 miles east of 
Athens, and 342 S. W. of Constantinople. Its public 
buildings were very superb; and there the order called 
the Corinthian Order, in architecture, took its rise. 
Verse 2. A certain Jew named Aguila] Some have 
supposed that this Aquila was the same with the On- 
kelos, mentioned by the Jews. See the article in 
Wolfius, Bibl. Hebr. vol. ii. p- 1147. We have no 
evidence that this Jew and his wife were at this time 
1 


Paul engages im tent-making. 


A. M. cir. 4058. 


ores ya Pre (because that 
An. Olymp. atidii 
Rts ius had commanded all 


Jews to depart from Rome :) 
and came unto them. 

3 And because he was of the same craft, he 
abode with them, > and wrought: for by their 
occupation they were tent-makers. 


CHAP. 


XVIII. He preaches in a synagogue. 
4 ° And he reasoned in the syna- A-,-M, cir, 4058 
gogue every Sabbath, and persuad- An. Olymp: 


» CCVIIL. 2. 
ed the Jews and the Greeks. 9 “COYNE ® 


5 And 4when Silas and Timotheus were 
come from Macedonia, Paul was ° pressed in 
the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus 
fwas Christ. 


>Chap. xx. 34; 1 Cot. iv. 12; | Thess. 11. 9; 2 Thess. iii. 8: 
© Chap. xvii. 2,——4 Chap. xvii. 14, 15. 


* Job xxxii. 18; chapter xvii. 33; verse 28——fOr, is the 
Christ; 


converted to the Christian religion. Their conversion 
was most likely the fruit of St. Paul’s lodging with 
them—Pontus. See the note on chap. ii. 9. 

Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from 
Rome] This edict of the Roman emperor is not men- 
tioned by Josephus; but it is probably the same to 
which Suetonius refers in his life of Claudius; where 
he says, Jude@os, impulsore Chresto, assidue tumultu- 
antes Roma expulit. ‘He expelled the Jews from 
Rome, as they were making continual insurrections, 
under their leader Chrestus.”” Who this Chrestus was 
we cannot tell; probably Suetonius meant Christ ; but 
this 1 confess does not appear to me likely. There 
might have been a Jew of the name of Chrestus, who 
had made some disturbances, and, in consequence, 
Claudius thought proper to banish all Jews from the 
city. But how could he intend Christ, who was never 
at Rome? nor did any one ever personate him in that 
city ; and it is evident he could not refer to any spirit- 
ual influence exerted by Christ on the minds of the 
people. Indeed he speaks of Chrestus as being the 
person who was the cause of the disturbances. It is 
no fictitious name, no name of an absert person, nor 
of a sect ; but of one who was well known by the dis- 
turbances which he occasioned, and for which it is 
likely he suffered, and those of his nation were ex- 
pelled. This decree, which was made, not by the 
senate, but by the emperor himself, continued only in 
force during his life, if so long; for in a short time 
after this Rome again abounded with Jews. 

Verse 3. He abode with them, and wrought] Bp. 
Pearce observes that it was a custom among the Jews, 
even of such as had a better education than ordinary, 
which was Paul’s case, chap. xxii. 3, to learn a trade, 
that, wherever they were, they might provide for 
themselves in case of necessity, And though Paul, 
in some cases, lived on the bounty of his converts, yet 
he chose not to do so at Ephesus, chap. xx. 34; nor 
at Corinth or other places, 1 Cor. iv. 12; 2 Cor. ix. 
8,9; 1 Thess. ili. 8; and this Paul did for a reason 
which he gives in 2 Cor. xi. 9-12. 


not proctre him enough, “ by the brethren which came 
to him there from Macedonia.” It appears that the 
apostle had his lodging with Aquila and Priscilla ; 
and probably a portion of the profits of the business, 
after his board was deducted. It was evidently no 
reproach for a man, at that time, to unite public teach- 
ing with an honest useful trade. And why should it 
be so now2 May not a.man who has acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the Gospel way of salvation, 


explain that way to his less informed neighbours, though | 


Vou I. & Son-) 


While he was | 
at Corinth he was supplied, when his own labour did | 


he be a tent-maker, (what perhaps we would call a 
house-carpenter,) or a shoemaker, or any thing else ? 
Even many of those who consider it a cardinal sin for 
a mechanic to preach the Gospel, are providing for 
themselves and their families in the same way. How 
many of the clergy, and other ministers, are farmers, 
graziers, schoolmasters, and sleeping partners in differ= 
ent trades and commercial concerns! A tent-maker, 
in his place, is as useful as any of these. Do not 
ridicule the mechanic because he preaches the Gospel 
to the salvation of his neighbours, lest some one should 
say, in a language which you glory to have learned 
and which the mechanic has not; Mutato nomine, de 
TE fabula narratur: 

There are different opinions concerning what is 
meant here by the oxnvorococ, which we translate tent- 
maker. Some think it means a maker of those small 
portable tents, formed of skins; which soldiers and 
travellers usually carried with them on their journeys ; 
others suppose that these tents were made of linen 
cloth. Some think that the trade of St. Paul was 
making hangings ot curtains; such as were used at the 
theatres; others think the cxnvoro:oc was a sort of uwm- 
brella-maker j others, a weaver, &c.; &c. In short, 
we know not what the trade was. I have generally 
preferred the notion of a carpenter, or faber lignarius. 


-Whatever it was, it was an honest, useful calling, and 


Paul got his bread by it. 

Verse 4. He reasoned in the synagogue every Sab- 
bath| Discoursed at large concerning Jesus as the 
Messiah, proving this point from their own Scriptures, 
collated with the facts of otit Lord’s life, &c. 

And persuaded the Jews and the Greeks:| Many; 
both Jews and proselytes, were convinced of the truth 
of his doctrine. Among his converts was Hpenetus, 
the first fruit of his labour in Achaia, Rom. xvi. 5; 
and the family of Stephanas was the fiext; and then 
Crispus and Caius, or Gaius ; all of whom the apostle 
himself baptized, 1 Cor. i. 14+16. See on ver. 8. 

Verse 5. When Silas and Timotheus were come} 
We have seen, chap. xvii. 13, that when Paul was 
obliged to leave Berea, because of the persecution 
raised tp against him in that place, he lett Silas and 
Timotheus behind ; to whom he afterwards sent word 
to rejoin him at Athens with all speed. It appears, 
from 1 Thess. iii. 10, that, on Timothy’s coming to 
Athens, Paul immediately sent him, and probably Silas 
with him, to comfort and establish the Church af 
Thessalonica. How long they laboured here is un- 
certain, but they did not rejoin him till some time 
after he came to Corinth. It appears that he was 
greatly rejoiced at the account which Timothy brought 
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The Jews oppose, and Paul 


ak 5 a phe 6 And £when they opposed 
. - cir. . 
An. Olymp. themselves, and blasphemed, * he 


ir. CCVIIL. 2. . ; i 
cr CCV = shook his raiment, and said unto 


them, i Your blood be upon your own heads ; 
kT am clean: ' from henceforth I will go unto 
the Gentiles. 


And he departed thence, and entered into a 
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purposes to go to the Gentues 


certain man’s house, named Justus, 4,M, cit. 4058. 
one that worshipped God, whose. An. Olymp. 


“pgs cir. CCVILL. 2. 
house joined hard tothe synagogue. ———__—_—— 


8 ™And Crispus, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his 
house; and many of the Corinthians hearing 
believed, and were baptized. 


—— 


§ Chap. xiii. 45; 1 Pet. iv. 4} Neh. v. 13; Matt. x. 14; 
chap. xi. 51. — i Lev. xx. 9,11,12; 2Sam.i. 16; Ezek. xviii. 


k Ezek. iii, 18, 19; xxxilil. 9; chap. xx. 26. 
mJ] Cor. 1. 14. 


13; xxxiii. 4. 26 
1 Chap. xiii. 46; xxviii. 28. 


of the Church at Thessalonica ; and it must have been 
immediately after this that he wrote his first epistle to 
that Church, which is probably the first, in order of 
time, of all his epistles. 

Paul was pressed in spirit] Lvveiyeto tw wvevpare, 
or he was constrained by the Spirit of God, in an ex- 
traordinary manner, to testify to the Jews that Jesus 
was the Christ. Instead of rt mvevyatt, in the spirit, 
T™ Aoyw, in the word or doctrine, is the reading of 
ABDE, three others; both the Syriac, Coptic, Vul- 
gate, Basil, Chrysostom, and others. Griesbach has 
received this reading into the text, and Bp. Pearce 
thus paraphrases the verse: “ And when Silas and 
Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul set him- 
self, together with them, wholly to the word ; i. e. he 
was fully employed, now that he had their assistance, 
in preaching the Gospel, called the word in chap. iv. 
4; xvi. 6, 32, and xvii. 11. St. Luke seems to have 
intended to express here something relating to St. 
Paul which was the consequence of the coming of 
Silas and Timotheus; and that was rather labouring 
with them more abundantly in preaching the word 
than his being “ pressed in spirit.” This appears to 
be the true sense of the word, and that rw Aoyw is the 
genuine reading there can be no doubt. Zvvecyero, 
which we translate pressed, and which the Vulgate 
translates znstabat, Bp. Pearce thinks should be trans- 
lated una cum illis instabat, he earnestly strove toge- 
ther with them, 7» Aoyw, in preaching the word. The 
true sense is given by Calmet, Paul s’employoit a 
précher encore avec plus d’ardeur, Paul was employed 
with more ardour in preaching, and testifying to the 
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. From this time we 
hear no more of Silas ; probably he died in Macedonia. 

Verse 6. When they opposed] Avtitaccopmevur, Sys- 
tematically opposing ; putting themselves in warlike 
order against him: so the word implies. 

And blasphemed] This is precisely the way in 
which they still act. hey have no arguments against 
Jesus being the Messiah; but, having made a cove- 
nant with unbelief, as soon as they are pressed on this 
point, they rail and blaspheme.—See the Tela ignea 
Satane, by Wagenseil. 

He shook his raiment] This was an action similar 
to that of shaking the dust off the feet ; see on Matt. 
x. 14. See a parallel act, and its signification, in 
Nehem. v. 13: Also I sHoox my ap, and said, So 
shall God SHAKE every man FROM HIS HOUSE and FROM 
his LaBour; even thus shall he be suakeN our and 
EMPTIED, St. Paul’s act on this occasion seems to 
have been the same with this of Nehemiah, and with | 
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the same signification; and it is likely that he was 
led by a Divine impulse to do it—thus signifying the 
shaking and emptying out of this disobedient people, 
which took place about sixteen years afterwards. 

Your blood be upon your own heads} That is, ye 
alone are the cause of the destruction that is coming 
upon yourselves and upon your country. 

Iam clean] Kafapoc eyo, I am pure or innocent of 
your death and ruin. I have proposed to you the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ—the only means by which ye 
can be saved, and ye have utterly rejected it. I shall 
labour no more with you; and, from henceforth, shall 
confine my labours to the Gentiles. St. Paul must 
refer to the Jews and Gentiles of Corinth particularly ; 
for he preached to the Jews occasionally in other 
places; see chap. xix. 8, 9; and several were brought 
to the knowledge of the truth. But it seems as if the 
Jews from this time systematically opposed the Gospel 
of Christ ; and yet, general tenders of this salvation 
were made to them wherever the apostles came ; and 
when they rejected them, the word was sent to the 
Gentiles; see chap. xix. 8, 9. 

Pure from blood, or pure from guilt, is commonly 
expressed by kafapoc; thus Heliodorus, lib. i. p. 49: 
Ex¢ devpo dleteAeca kabapav euavtny are anc bmtaArac 
dvaarrsca, Until now I have lived, preserving myself 
pure: and Alciphron, lib. i. epist. 7, ad. fin. : Ovde 
pravat AvOpw tac yelpac, ac 7 Yahatra ex Tatdog eg Sevpo 
Kkavdapac adixnuatov edvaase, Nor to stain with pollu- 
tion the hands which a seafaring life has kept froma 
child until now pure from iiquity. 

Verse 7. And he devarted thence] From his re 
lodging, or that quarter of the city where he nad dwelt 
before with Aquila and Priscilla ; and went to lodge 
with Justus, apparently a proselyte of the gate. This 
person is called Titus, and Titus Justus, m several 
MSS. and versions. 

Verse 8. Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue] 
This person held an office of considerable consequence ; 
and therefore his conversion to Christianity must have 
been very galling to the Jews. It belonged to the 
chief or ruler of the synagogue to preside in all the 
assemblies, interpret the law, decide concerning things 
lawful and unlawful, punish the refractory, excommu- 
nicate the rebellious, solemnize marriages, and issue 
divorces. It is likely that, on the conversion of Cris- 
pus, Sosthenes was chosen to succeed him. 

Many of the Corinthians} Those to whom the sa- 
cred historian refers were probably Gentiles, and were 
the fruits of the apostle’s labours after he had ceased 
to preach among the Jews 
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Paul has a vision, by which 


A. M. cir. 4058. 
A D. cir..54. 
An. Olymp. 

cir. CCVIII. 2. 


9 J Then *spake the Lord to 
Paul in the night by a vision, Be 
not afraid, but speak, and hold 
not thy peace: 

10 ° For I am with thee, and no man shall 
set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much 
people in this city. 

11 And he ? continued there a year and six 
months, teaching the word of God among 
hem. 


CHAP. 


XVIII. he ts greatly comforted. 


12 @ And when Gallio was 4:M. cir. 4059. 
" AD) pet oo: 
the deputy of Achaia, the Jews An. Olymp. 

5 i ‘ eir. CCVIII. 3. 
made insurrection with one ac- ———~ 
cord against Paul, and brought him to the 
judgment scat, 

13 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to 
worship God contrary to the law. 

14 And when Paul was now about to oper 
his mouth, Gallio said unto the Jews, oIf it 
were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, 


» Chap. xxii. 11. 


© Jer. 1. 18, 19; Matt. xxviii. 20, 


PGr. sat there. 


4 Chap. xxili. 29; xxv. 11, 19. 


Verse 9. Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night 
by a vision] It is likely that Paul was at this time 
much discouraged by the violent opposition of the Jews, 
and probably was in danger of his life; see ver. 10; 
and might have been entertaining serious thoughts of 
ceasing to preach, or leaving Corinth. To prevent 
this, and comfort him, God was pleased to give him 
shis vision. 

Be not afraid) That this comfort and assurance 
were necessary himself shows us in his first epistle to 
these Corinthians, chap. ii. 3: I was with you in 
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 

Verse 10. No man shall set on thee] Kat ovdere 
extOycetat oot, No man shall be permitted to lay vio- 
lent hands upon thee. It is very likely that the Jews 
had conspired his death ; and his preservation was an 
act of the especial interposition of Divine Providence. 

I have much people in this city.] Ev ry rode ravrn, 
In this very city: there are many here who have not 
resisted my Spirit, and consequently are now under its 
teachings, and are ready to embrace my Gospel as 
soon as thou shalt declare it unto them. 

Verse 11. He continued there a year and six 
months| He was now confident that he was under the 
especial protection of God, and therefore continued 
teaching the word, tov Aoyor, the doctrine of God. It 
is very likely, that it was during his stay here that he 
wrote his first epistle to the Thessalonians, and the 
second not long after; and some think that the epistle 
to the Galatians was written during his stay at Corinth. 

Verse 12. When Gallio was the deputy of Achaia] 
The Romans comprehended, under the name of Achaia, 
all that part of Greece which lay between Thessaly and 
the southernmost coasts of Peloponnesus. Pausanias, 
in Attic. vii. 16, says that the Romans were accus- 
tomed to send a governor into that country, and that 
they called him the governor of Achaia, not of Greece ; 
because the Achezans, when they subdued Greece, were 
the leaders inall the Grecian affairs: see also Sueto- 
nius, in his life of Claudius, cap. xxv., and Dio Cas- 
sius, lx. 24. Edit. Reimari. 

Deputy] AvOvrarevortoc, serving the office of Ay- 
Ourartoc, or deputy : see the note on chap. xiil. ver. 7. 

Gallio] This deputy, or proconsul, was eldest brother 
to the celebrated Lucius Annaus Seneca, the stoic 
philosopher, preceptor of Nero, and who is so well 
known among the learned by his works. The name 
of Gallio, was at first Marcus Anneus Novatus ; but, 
naving been adopted in the family of Gallio, he took 
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the name of Lucius Junius Gallio. He, and Atnéus 
Mela his brother, father of the poet Lucan, shared ih 
the disgrace of their brother Seneca; and by this 
tyrant, Nero, whose early years were so promising, 
the three brothers were put to death; see Tacitus, 
Annal. lib. xv. 70, and xvi. 17. It wastothis Gallio 
that Seneca dedicates his book De Ird. Seneca 
describes him as 4 man of the most amiable mind and 
manners: ‘ Quem hemo non parum amat, etiam qui 
amare plus non potest; nemo mortalium uni tam dul- 
cis est, quam hic omnibus : cum interim tanta naturalis 
boni vis est, uti artem simtlationemque non redoleat :” 
vide Senec. Prefat: ad Natural. Quest. 4. He was 
of the sweetest disposition, affable to all, and beloved 
by every man. 

Statius, Sylvar. lib. ii. 7: ver. 30, Ode on the 
Birthday of Lucan, says not a little in his favour, in 
a very few words :-== 


Lucanum potes impitare terris ; 
Hoc plus quam Senecam dedisse mundo; 
Aut dulcem generasse Gallionem. 


You may consider nature as having made greater 
efforts in producing Lucan, than it has done in pro- 
ducing Seneca, or even the amiable GAuuio. 

And brought him to the judgment seat) They had 
no power to purish any person in the Roman pro- 
vinces, and therefore were obliged to bring their com- 
plaint before the Roman governor. The powers that 
be are ordained of God. Had the Jews possessed the 
power here, Paul had been put to death! 

Verse 13. Persuadeth men to worship God contrary 
to the law.| This accusation was very insidious. The 
Jews had permission by the Romans to worship theit 
own God in their own way: this the laws allowed: 
The Roman worship was also established by the law. 
The Jews probably intended to accuse Paul of act- 
ing contrary to doth laws. “ He is not a Jew, for he 
does not admit of circumcision; he is not a Gentile; 
for he preaches against the worship of the gods. He 
is setting up a worship of his own; in opposition to all 
laws, and persuading many people to join with him : 
he is therefore a most dangerous man, and should be 
put to death.” 

Verse 14. Paul was now dbout to open his mouth] 
He was about to enter on his defence ; but Galli, 
perceiving that the prosecution was through envy and 
malice, would not put Paul to any farther trouble, but 
determined the matter as follows. 
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Gallio refuses to hear the charges 


A. M. cir. 4059. 
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O ye Jews, reason would that I 


should bear with you : 

15 But if it be a question of 
words and names, and of your law, look 
ye toit; for’I will be no judge of such 
matters. 
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of the Jews against Paul. 


1 A. M. cir. 4059. 
aes he drave them from - Deir. re 
the judgment seat. An. Olymp. 

sCCWIHIS 3: 

17 Then all the Greeks took “¢—~ ~~ 

* Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 

and beat him before the judgment seat. And 
Gallio cared for none of those things. 


r] Corinthians, 


chap. i. 1. 


If it were a matter of wrong] Adcknua, Of injus- 
tice; any thing contrary to the rz7ghts of the subject. 

Or wicked lewdness| ‘Padtoupynua rovnpov, Destruc- 
twwe mischief. (See the note on chap. xiii. 10, where 
the word is explained.) Something by which the sub- 
ject is grievously wronged ; were it any crime against 
society or against the state ; 

Reason would that I should bear with you.| Kara 
Aoyov av nvecyounv vtuwvr, According to reason, or the 
merit of the case, I should patiently hear you. 

Verse 15. But if it be a question of words| Tepe 
Aoyov, Concerning doctrine and names—whether the 
person called Jesus be the person you call the Messiah. 
And of your law—any particular nicety, concerning 
that law which is peculiar to yourselves: Look ye to 
it—-settle the business among yourselves; the Roman 
government does not meddle with such matters; and 
I will not take upon me to decide in a case that does 
not concern my office. As if he had said: ‘ The 
Roman laws give religious liberty to Jews and Greeks; 
but, if controversies arise among you on these subjects, 


decide them among yourselves, or dispute about them |" 


as much as you please.” A better answer could not 
be given by man; and it was highly becoming the 
acknowledged meekness, gentleness, and benevolence 
of this amiable man. He concluded that the state had 
no right to control any man’s religious opinion; that 
was between the odyect of his worship and his own 
conscience ; and therefore he was not authorized to 
intermeddle with subjects of this nature, which the law 
left to every man’s private judgment. Had all the 
rulers of the people in every country acted as this 
sensible and benevolent Roman, laws against liberty 
of conscience, concerning religious persecution, would 
not be found to be, as they now are, blots and dis- 
graces on the statute books of almost all the civilized 
nations of Europe. 

Verse 16. And he drave them from the judgment 
seat.| He saw that their accusation was both frivolous 
and vewatious, and he ordered them to depart, and the 
assembly to disperse. The word anmydacev, which we 
translate he drave, does not signify here any act of 
violence on the part of Gallio or the Roman officers, 
but simply an authoritative dismission. 

Verse 17. Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes] 
As this man is termed the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
it is probable that he had lately succeeded Crispus in 
that office, see ver. 8 ; and that he was known either 
to have embraced Christianity, or to have favoured the 
cause of St. Paul. He is supposed to be the same 
person whom St Paul associates with himself in the 
first epistle to the Corinthians, chap. i: 1. Crispus 
might have been removed from his presidency in the 
synagogue as soon as the Jews found he had embraced 
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Christianity, and Sosthenes appointed in his place. 
And, as he seems to have speedily embraced the same 
doctrine, the Jews would be the more enraged, and ~ 
their malice be directed strongly against him, when | 
they found that the proconsul would not support them 
in their opposition to Paul. 

But why should the Greeks beat Sosthenes? i 
have in the above note proceeded on the supposition 
that this outrage was committed by the Jews; and 
my reason for it is this: Oi ‘EAAqvec, the Greeks, is 
omitted by AB, two of the oldest and most authentic 
MSS. in the world: they are omitted also by the 
Coptic and Vulgate, Chrysostom, and Bede. Instead 
of Of EAAnvec, three MSS., one of the eleventh, and 
two of the thirteenth century, have Isdacor, the Jews ; 
and it is much more likely that the Jews beat one of 
their own rulers, through envy at his conversion, than 
that the Greeks should do so; unless we allow, which 
is very probable, (if ‘EAAnvec, Greeks, be the true read- 
ing,) that these Hellenes were Jews, born in a Greek 
country, and speaking the Greek language. 

And Gallio cared for none of those things.] Kat 
ovdev Tovtav Tw Tadao euerev. And Gallio did not 
concern himself, did not intermeddle with any of these 
things. As he found that it was a business that con- 
cerned their own religion, and that the contention was 
among themselves, and that they were abusing one of 
their own sect only, he did not choose to interfere. 
He, like the rest of the Romans, considered the Jews 
a most despicable people, and worthy of no regard ; 
and their present conduct had no tendency to cause 
him to form a different opinion of them from that which 
he and his countrymen had previously entertained. 
It is not very likely, however, that Gallio saw this 
outrage ; for, though it was before the judgment seat, 
it probably did not take place till Gallio had left the 
court; and, though he might be told of it, he left the 
matter to the lictors, and would not interfere. 

The conduct of Gallio has been, in this case, greatly 
censured ; and I think with manifest injustice. In 
the business brought before his tribunal, no man could 
have followed a more prudent or equitable course. 
His whole conduct showed that it was his opinion, that 
the civil magistrate had nothing to-do with religious 
opinions or the concerns of conscience, in matters 
where the safety of the state was not implicated. 
He therefore refused to make the subject a matter of 
legal discussion. Nay, he went much farther; he 
would not even interfere to prevent either the Jews 
or the apostles from making proselytes. Though the 
complaint against the apostles was, that they were 
teaching men to worship God contrary to the law; see 
the note on ver. 15, yet, even in this case, he did not 
think it right to exert the secular power to restrain the 
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Paul comes to Ephsesus, CHAP 
pee aha 18 4 And Paul after this tar- 
Re ha ried there yet a good while; and 


then took his leave of the bre- 
thren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with 


him Priscilla and Aquila; having * shorn his | 


aw IIE, and reasons with the Jews 

head in t Cenchrea: for he had 4. ™. cir. 4060. 
A. D. cir. 56 

a vow. An. Olymp. 


eir. CCVIII.4. 


19 And he came to Ephesus, 
and left them there: but he himself entered into 
the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. 


s Num. vi. 18; chap. xxi. 24. 


free discussion and teaching of matters which con- 
cerned the rights of conscience in things pertaining to 
the worship of the gods. As to his not preventing the 
tumult which took place, we may say, if he did see 
it, which is not quite evident, that he well knew that 
this could rise to no serious amount; and the Jlictors, 
and other minor officers, were there in sufficient force 
to prevent any serious riot, and it was their business 
to see that the public peace was not broken; besides, | 
as a heathen, he might have no objection to permit this | 
people to pursue a line of conduct by which they were 
sure to bring themselves and their religion into con- 
tempt. These wicked Jews could not disprove the 
apostle’s doctrine, either by argument or Scripture ; 
and they had recourse to manual logic, which was an 
indisputable proof of the badness of their own cause, 
and the strength of that of their opponents. 

But in consequence of this conduct Gallio has been 
represented as a man perfectly careless and uncon- 
cerned about religion in general; and therefore has 
been considered as a proper type or representative of 
even professed Christians, who are not dectded in their 
religious opinions or conduct. As a heathen, Gallio 
certainly was careless about both Judaism and Chris- 
tianity. The latter he had probably never heard of 
but by the cause now before his judgment seat; and, 
from any thing he could see of the other, through the 
medium of its professors, he certainly could entertain 
no favourable opinion of it: therefore in neither case 
was he to blame. But the words, cared for none of those | 
things, are both misunderstood and misapplied: we 
have already seen that they only mean that he would | 
not intermeddle in a controversy which did not belong 
to his province ; and sufficient reasons have been al- 
leged why he should act as he did. It is granted 
that many preachers take this for a text, and preach 
useful sermons for the conviction of the undecided 
and lukewarm ; and it is to be deplored that there are 
so many undecided and careless people in the world, 
and especially in reference to what concerns their 
eternal interests. But is it not to be lamented, also, 
that there should be preachers of God’s holy word who 
attempt to explain passages of Scripture which they 
do not understand? For he who preaches on Gallio 
cared for none of those things, in the way in which 
the passage has, through mismanagement, been popu- 
larly understood, either does not understand it, or he 
wilfully perverts the meaning. 

Verse 18. And Paul—tarried there yet a good 
while] The persecuting Jews plainly saw, from the 
manner in which the proconsul had conducted this 
business, that they could have no hope of raising a 
siate persecution against the apostles; and the laws 


provided so amply for the personal safety of every 
Roman citizen that they were afraid to proceed any , 
1 


t Rom. xvi. 1. 


farther in their violence. It could not be unknown 
that Paul was possessed of the right of Roman citizen- 
ship; and therefore his person was sacred as long as 
he did nothing contrary to the Jaws. 

It is probable that at this time Paul stayed, on the 
whole, at Corinth, about two years. 

Having shorn his head in Cenchrea] But who was 
it that shore his head? Paul or Agwla? Some 
think the latter, who had bound himself by the Naza 
rite vow, probably before he became a Christian ; and, 
being under that vow, his conscience would not per- 
mit him to disregard it. There is nothing in the text 
that absolutely obliges us to understand this action as 
belonging to St. Paul. It seems to have been the 
act of Aquila alone ; and therefore both Paul and Pri- 
scilla are mentioned before Aquila; and it is natural 
to refer the vow to the latter. Yet there are certainly 


| some weighty reasons why the vow should be referred 


to St. Paul, and not to Aquila; and-interpreters are 
greatly divided on the subject. Chrysostom, Isidore 
of Seville, Grotius, Hammond, Zegerus, Erasmus, 
Baronius, Pearce, Wesley, and others, refer the vow 
to Aquila—Jerome, Augustin, Bede, Calmet, Dodd, 
Rosenmiiller, and others, refer it to St. Paul. Each 
party has its strong reasons—the matter is doubtful— 
the bare letter of the text determines nothing: yet I 
cannot help leaning to the latter opinion. Perhaps it 
was from feeling the difficulty of deciding which was 
under the vow that the Authiopic and iwo Latin ver- 
sions, instead of xetpapevoc, having shaved, in the sin- 
gular, appear to have read ketpayevor, they shaved ; 
and thus put both Paul and Aquila under the vow, 

Cenchrea. This was a port on the easi side of the 
isthmus of Corinth, opposite to the Lechewm, which 
was the other port on the west. And it is likely that 
it was at Cenchrea that St. Paul took shipping for 
Syria, as it would be more convenient for him, and a 
shorter passage to embark at Cenchrea, in order to 
go by the Augean Sea to Syria, than to embaik at the 
Lecheum, and sail down into the Mediterranean. This 
isthmus is generally described now as dividing the 
Gulf of Lepanto, on the west, from the Gulf of Engia, 
or Eginaon, on the east. 

Verse 19. He came to Ephesus] Where it appears he 
spent but one Sabbath. It is supposed that Paul left 
Aquila and Priscilla at this place, and that he went on 
alone to Jerusalem; for it is certain they were at Ephesus 
when Apollos arrived there. See verses 24 and 26. 

Epuesus was, at the time in which St. Paul visited 
it, one of the most flourishing cities of Asia Minor. 
It was situated in that part anciently called Jonia, but 
now Natolia. It abounded with the most eminent 
orators, philosophers, &c., in the world; and was 
adorned with the most splendid buildings. Here was 
that famous temple of Diana, reputed one of the seven 

837 


Paul visits several Churches, 


A.M. cir. 4060. os 7m to 
NET pon 20 When they desired i 
An. Olymp. tarry longer time with them, he 


ir, COVIIIL. 4. 
aa consented not ; 


21 But bade them farewell, saying, *] 
must by all means keep this feast that cometh 
in Jerusalem; but I will return again unto 
you, Yif God will, And he sailed from 
Ephesus, 


THE ACTS. 


strengthening the discrples. 
22 And when he had landed eS ee 
at Cesarea, and gone up, and An. Olymp. 


ir. CCVIIL. 4 
saluted the Church, he went ~~~. 


down to Antioch. Se, 

23 And after he had spent some time there, 
he departed, and went over all the country of 
’ Galatia and Phrygia in order, * strengthen 
ing all the disciples. 


uChap. xix. 21; xx. 16. Vj Cor, iv, 19; Heb, vi. 3; James 


iv, 15, 


w Gal. i. 2; iv, 14,——* Chap. xiv. 22; xv. 32, 41, 


wonders of the world, ‘This city is now under the 
dominion of the Turks, and is in a state of almost en- 
tire ruin. ‘The temple of Minerva, which had long 
served as a Christian church, is now so completely 
ruined that its site cannot be easily determined ; though 
some ruins of the walls are still standing, with five or 
six marble colymns, forty feet in length, and seven in 
diameter, all of ane piece, It still has a good har- 
bour, and is about forty miles from Smyrna. In 
Chandler’s Travels in Asia Minor, some curious infor- 
mation is given concerning this once eminent city, 
His account concludes thus: “The Ephesians are 
now a few Greek peasants, living in extreme wretch- 
edness, dependence, and insensibility : the representa- 
tive of an wdlustrious peaple, and inhabiting the wrecks 
of their greatness: some beneath the vaults of the 
Stadium, once the crowded scene of their diversions ; 
and some live by the abrupt precipice, in the sepul- 
chres which received the ashes of theiy ancestors, 
Such are the present citizens of Ephesus; and such is 
the condition to which that renowned city has been 
gradually reduced. Its streets are obscured and over- 
grown; a herd of goats was driven to it for shelter 
from the sun at noon; and a noisy flight of crows 
from the quarries seemed to insult its silence, We 
heard the partridge call in the area of the theatre, and 
of the Stadium. The glorious pomp of its heathen 
worslip is no longer remembered ; and Christianity, 
which was there nursed by apostles, and fostered by 
general councils, until it increased to fulness of stature, 
barely lingers on, in an existence hardly visible.” 
Travels in Asia Minor, p, 130. Reader! This city 
was once the capital of Asia Minor: and its ruins 
alone prove that it has existed: and it was one of 
those seven Churches to which a letter was expressly 
dictated by Jesus Christ himself! Ephesus is pro- 
perly no more! and the Church of Ephesus is blotted 
out of the map of Christianity! Be silent and adore. 

Verse 21. I must—-keep this feast] Most likely 
the passover, at which he wished to attend far the 
purpose of seeing many of his friends, and having the 
most favourable opportunity to preach the Gospel to 
thousands who would attend at Jerusalem on that occa- 
sion. The whole of this clause, J must by all means 
keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem, is wanting 
in ABE, six others; with the Coptic, A{thiopic, Ar- 
meman, and Vulgate. Griesbach leaves it in the text, 
with the mark of doubifulness ; and Professor White, 
in his Crisews, says, probahiliter delenda, Without 
this clause the verse will read thus: But he bade them 
farewell, saying, I will return again ynta you, if God 
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will. And this he did before the expiration of that 
same year, chap. xix. 1, and spent three years with 
them, chap. xx. 31, extending and establishing the 
Church at that place. 

Verse 22. Landed at Cesarea] This must have 
been Cesarea in Palestine. ‘ 

Gone up| ‘To Jerusalem, though the name is not 
mentioned : but this is a common form of speech in 
the evangelists, Jerusalem being always meant when 
this expression was used ; for the word avafavw, to 
go up, is often used absolutely, to signify, to go to Je- 
rusalem : e. g. Go ye up unto this feast ; Ico not up 
yet, John vii. 8. But when his brethren were Gone 
up, then went he also up unto the feast, verse 10. 
There were certain Greeks—that came uP to worship, 
John xii. 20. St. Paul himself uses a similar form 
of expression. There are yet but twelve days since 
I went up to Jerusalem, for to worship, Acts xxiv 
11. So all parts of England are spoken of as being 
below London : 80 we talk of going up to London; and 
people in London talk of going down to the country. 

Saluted the Church] That is, the Church at Je- 
rusalem, called emphatically THe Cuurcn, because it 
was the rirst Church—the Mortuer, or AposroLic 
Church; and from it all other Christian Churches 
proceeded ; those in Galatia, Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Corinth, Ephesus, Rome, &c. Therefore, even this 
last was only a daughter Church, when in its purest 


| state. 


Went down to Antioch.] That is, Antioch in Syria, 
as the word is generally to be understood when with- 
out addition ; so Cesarea is always to be understood 


|Cesarea in Palestine, when without the addition of 


Philippi. 

Verse 23. Went over all the country of Galata 
and Phrygia] Both were provinces of Asia Minor : 
see on chap. ii. 10. 

In order] KabeEnc, A word peculiar to St. Luke: 
see his Gospel, chap. i. 3; viii. 1; and his history 
of the Acts, chap. iii. 24; xi. 4, and the place above; 
the only places where this word occurs in the New 
Testament. It properly signifies, in order, distinctly, 
particularly; from xara, according to, and én, order, 
as opposed to confusion, indistinctness, &c. If St. 
Paul went up to Jerusalem at this time, which we are 
left to infer, for Luke has not expressed it, (ver. 22, 
it was his fourth journey thither ; and this is generally 
supposed to have been the twenty-first year after his 
conversion. His first journey is mentioned chap. ix 
26; his second, chap. xi. 30; his third, chap, xv. 4, 
and his fourth, chap. xviii. 22, the place ahave, 
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Apollos is instructed by 


Aglite est 0c. 24 9 ¥And a certain Jew 
An. Olymp. named Apollos, born at Alex- 


cir. CCVIILI. 4. 5 
= sandra. an» eloquent..man,..and 


mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 
_ 25 This man was instructed in the way of 
_ the Lord; and being * fervent in the spirit, 
he spake and taught diligently the things of 
the Lord, *knowing only the baptism of 
John. 

26 And he began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Aquila and Priscilla. 


had heard, they took him unto pee cir, oo 
‘ . Dein, 
them, and expounded unto him An. Olymp. 


the way of God more perfectly. oe eae 


27 And when he was disposed to pass into 
Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the dis- 
ciples to receive him: who, when he was 
come, » helped them much which had believed 
through grace : 

28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and 
that publicly, ° showing by the Scriptures that 
Jesus ? was Christ. 


WIGorwi2sin. 6, 6; iv. 6: Tit. in. 13: 
a Chap. xix. 3. 


zRom. xii. 11. 


b] Cor. iil. 6, 


¢ Chapter ix. 22; xvii. 3; verse 5——4 Or, 
is the Christ. 


Verse 24. A certain Jew named Apollos} One 
MS., with the Coptic and Armenian, calls him Apelles ; 
and the Codex Beza@, Apollonius. - It is strange that 
we should find a Jew, not only with a Roman name, 
as Aquila, an eagle ; but with the name of one of the 
false gods, as Apollos or Apollo’in the text. Query: 
Whether the parents of this man were not originally 
Gentiles, but converted to Judaism after their son 
Apollo (for so we should write the word) had been 
born and named. 

Born at Alexandria] This was a celebrated city 
of Egypt, built by Alexander the Great, from whom 
it took its name. It was seated on the Mediterranean 
Sea, between the Lake Mareotis and the beautiful har- 
bour formed by the Isle of Pharos, about twelve miles 
west of the Canopic branch of the Nile, in lat. 31°. 
10’. N. This city was built under the direction of 
Dinocrates, the celebrated architect of the temple of 
Diana at Ephesus. It was in this city that Ptolemy 
Soter founded the famous academy called the Museum, 
in which a society of learned men devoted themselves 
to philosophical studies. Some of the most celebrated 
schools of antiquity flourished here ; and here was the 
Tower of Pharos, esteemed one of the seven wonders 
of the world. Alexandria was taken by the French, 
July 4, 1798, under the command of Bonaparte ; 
and was surrendered to the English under General, 
now Lord, Hutchinson, in 1801. And, in consequence 
of the treaty of peace between France and England, 
it was restored to the Turks. Near this place was 
the celebrated obelisk, called Cleopatra’s Needle ; and 
the no less famous column, called Pompey’s Pillar. 
This city exhibits but very slender remains of its an- 
cient splendour. ; 

An eloquent man] Having strong rhetorical pow- 
ers; highly cultivated, no doubt, in the Alexandrian 
schools. 


Mighty in the Scriptures] Thoroughly acquainted 


with the law and prophets; and well skilled in the’ 


Jewish method of interpreting them. 

Verse 25. This man was instructed in the way of 
the Lord] Karnynpevoc; He was catechized, initiated, 
in the way, the doctrine, of Jesus as the Christ. 

Being fervent in the spirit] Being full of zeal to 


propagate the truth of God, he taught diligently, | 
axpiBwe accurately, (so the word should be translated,) | 


through the ministry of John the Baptist; for it ap- 
pears he knew nothing more of Christ than what John 
preached. Some suppose we should read ove, not, 
before axpyBwe, correctly, or accurately, because it is 
said that Aquila and Priscilla expounded the way of 
the Lord, axpiBecepov, more perfectly, rather more ac- 
curately ; but of this emendation there is not the slight- 
est necessity ; for surely it is possible for a man to 
teach accurately what he knows; and it is possible 
that another, who possesses more information on the 
subject than the former, may teach him more accu- 
rately, or give him a larger portion of knowledge. 
Apollo knew the baptism of John ; but he knew nothing 
farther of Jesus Christ than that baptism taught ; but, 
as far as he knew, he taught accurately. Aquila and 
Priscilla were acquainted with the whole doctrine of 
the Gospel: the doctrine of Christ dying for our sins, 
and rising again for our justification ; and in this they 
instructed Apollo ; and this was more accurate inform- 
ation than what he had before received, through the 
medium of John’s ministry. 

Verse 26. They took him unto them] This elo- 
quent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, who was 
even a public teacher, was not ashamed to be indebted 
to the instructions of a Christian woman, in matters 
that not only concerned his own salvation, but also the 
work of the ministry, in which he was engaged. It 


is disgraceful to a man to be ignorant, when he may 


acquire wisdom ; but it is no disgrace to acquire wis- 
dom from the meanest person or thing. The adage is 
good: Despise not advice, even of the meanest: the 
gaggling of geese preserved the Roman state. 

Verse 27. When he was disposed to pass into 
Achaia] There is a very long and imporfant addition 
here in the Codex Beza, of which the following is a 
translation: But certain Corinthians, who sojourned 
at Ephesus,.and heard him, entreated him to pass over 
with them to their own country. Then, when he had 
given his consent, the Ephesians wrote to the disciples 
at Corinth, that they should receive this man. Who, 
when he was come, gc. The same addition is found 
in the later Syriac, and in the Itala version in the 
Codex Beze. 

Which had believed through grace.} ‘These words 
may either refer to Apollo, or to the people at Corinth. 
It was through grace that they had believed ; and it was 


the things of Christ as far as he could know them, through grace that Apollo was enabled to help themmuch. 
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Observations on the manner in 


The words dca tn¢ xapiroc, through grace, are want- 
ing in the Codex Beza, the later Syriac, the Vulgate, 
one copy of the Jtala, and in some of the fathers,— 
But this omission might have been the effect of care- 
lessness in the writers of those copies from which the 
foregoing were taken: the words convey the same 
idea that is expressed by St, Paul, 1 Cor, iii, 6: 
Paul planted, and Apollos watered; but God gave 
the increase. ‘Though this eminent man became the 
instrument of mightily helping the believers in Corinth, 
yet he was also the innocent cause of a sort of schism 
among them, For some, taken by his commanding 


eloquence, began to range themselves on his side, and- 


prefer him to all other teachers. This evil St. Paul 
reprehends and corrects in his first epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. St. Jerome says that Apollo became bishop 
of Corinth. 

Verse 28. He mightily convinced the Jews] Evrovoc¢ 
dtaxatydeyyeto; He vehemently confuted the Jews; 
and that puddicly, not in private conferences, but in 
his public preaching: shawing by the scriptures of 
the Old Testament, which the Jews received as di- 
vinely inspired, that Jesus, who had lately appeared 
among them, and whom they had crucified, was the 
Christ, the promised Messiah, and that there was sal- 
vation in none other ; and that they must receive him 
as the Messiah, in order to escape the wrath to come. 
This they refused to do; and we know the conse- 
quence. Their city was sacked, their temple burnt, 
their whole civil and religious polity subverted, more 
than a million of themselves killed, and the rest scat- 
tered over the face of the earth, 


1. Tue Christian religion did not hide itself in 
corners and obscure places at first, in order, prwately, 
to get strength, before it dared to show itself publicly. 
Error, conscious of its weakness, and that its preten- 
sions cannot bear examination, is obliged to observe 
such a cautious procedure. With what caution, cir- 
cumspection, and privacy, did Mohammed propose his 
new religion! He formed a party by little and little, 
in the most private manner, before he ventured to ex- 
hibit his pretensions openly, Not so Christianity : it 
showed itself in the most pudlic manner, not only in 
the teaching of Christ, but also in that of the apostles. 
Even after the crucifixion of our Lord, the apostles 
and believers went to the temple, the most public place ; 
and in the most public manner taught and worked mi- 
racles. Jerusatem, the seat of the doctors, the judge 
of religion, was the first place in which, by the com- 
mand of their Lord, the disciples preached Christ cru- 
cified. Thef were, therefore, not afraid to have their 
cause tried by the most rigid test of Scripture ; and 
in the very place, too, where that Scripture was best 
understood. 

2. When the same apostles carried this Gospel to 
heathen countries, did they go to the villages, among 
the less informed or comparatively ignorant Greeks, 
in order to form a party, and shield themselves by 
getting the multitude on their side? No ! They went 

840 : 


THE ACTS, 


which Christianity was propagated 


to Caesarea, to Antioch, to Thessalonica, to ATHENS 
to CorinrH, to Epursus; to the very places where 
learning flourished most, where sciences were best cul- 
tivated, where imposture was most likely to be detect- 
ed, and where the secular power existed in the most 
despotic manner, and could at once have crushed them — 
to nothing could they have been proved to be impostors, 
or had they not been under the immediate protection 
of Heaven! Hence it is evident that these holy men 
feared no rational investigation of their doctrines, for 
they taught them in the face of the most celebrated 
schools in the universe ! : 

3. They preached Christ crucified in JerusaLeM, 
where it was the most solemn interest of the Jews to 
disprove their doctrine, that they might exculpate them- 
selves from the rourder of Jesus Christ. They preach- 
ed the same Christ, and the yanity of idolatry, in Athens, 
in Corinth, and in Ephesus, where idolatry existed in 
the plenitude of its power; and where all its interests 
required it to make the most desperate and formidable 
stand against those innovators. What but the fullest 
confidence of the truth of what they preached, the 
fullest conviction of the Divinity of their doctrine, and 
the supernatual influence of God upon their souls, could 
ever have induced these men to preach Christ crucified, 
either at Jerusalem, or at Athens? I scruple not to 
assert that the bold, public manner in which the apos- 
tles preached the Gospel, among the Jews and Greeks, 
is a most incontestable proof of the conviction they had 
of its truth; and the success with which they were 
favoured is a demonstration that what they preached 
as truth God proved to be the truth, by stretching forth 
his hand to heal, and causing signs and wonders to be 
wrought in the name of the holy child Jesus. This is 
an additional proof of the sincerity of the apostles, and 
of the truth of Christianity. If Paul and Peter, Bar- 
nabas and Silas, had not had the fullest persuasion that 
their doctrine was of God, they would never have ven- 
tured to propose it before the Sanhedrin in J ERUSALEM, 
the literati of Corinru, and the Stoics and inexorable 
judges of the Areopagus at ATHENs. 


4. We may be surprised to find that, even among. 
the Jews as well as the Gentiles, there were persons 
who used curious arts. Those were inexcusable ; these 
were to be pitied. Blind as every man is by nature, 
yet he is conscious that without supernatural assistance 
he can neither secure the good he needs, nor avoid the 
evil he fears; therefore, he endeavours to associate 
to himself the influence of supernatural agents, in order 
to preserve him in safety, and make him happy. Thus 
forsaking and forgetting the fountain of living water, 
he hews out to himself cisterns that can hold no water. 
The existence of magical arts and incantations, whether 
real or pretended, prove the general belief of the exist- 
ence of a spiritual world, and man’s consciousness of 
his own weakness, and his need of supérnatural help. 
When shall the eye be directed solely to Him from 
whom alone true help can come, by whom eyil is ban- 
ished, and happiness restored ! 
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Certain disciples at Ephesus had 


CHAP. XIX. 


not heard of the Holy Ghost. 


CHAPTER XIX. 
Paul, coning to Ephesus, finds certain disciples who had not recewed the gift of the Holy Ghost, knowing 


only the baptism of John, but receive it through the imposition of his hands, 1-7. 


months in the synagogues, 8. 
_ school of Tyrannus for two years, 9, 10. 


18-20. 


He preaches for three 


Many being hardened, he leaves the synagogues, and teaches daily in the 
He works many miracles, 11, 12. 
exorcist Jews, and the seven sons of Sceva, 13-17. 


Account of the vagabond 
Many are converted, and burn their magical books 


Paul purposes to pass through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, and afterwards to 


Rome ; but, having sent Timotheus and Erastus to Macedonia, continues a little longer in Asia, 21, 22. 
Demetrius, a silversmith of Ephesus, raises an uproar against Paul, which, after some tumultuous pro- 


ceedings, 1s appeased by the town clerk, 23-41, 


A. M. cir. 4060. 


Aa ok se. ND it came to pass, that, while 
An. Olymp. 


en mp. . Apollos was at Corinth, 
—____—— Paul having passed through the 
> upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding 
certain disciples, 

2 He said unto them, Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, © We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost. 


3 And he said unto them, Unto 4, cir. 4060. 
what then were ye baptized? And An. Olymp. 
they said, ¢ Unto John’s baptism. RetheeAl St 

4 Then said Paul, ° John verily baptized 
with the baptism of repentance, saying unto 
the people, that they should believe on him 
which should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. 

5 When they heard ths, they were bap- 


al Cor. i. 12; iii. 5, 6. by Mae ili. 373 svi. YT: 


6 © Chap. 
vill. 16; see 1 Sam. iii. 7. 


4 Chap. xviii. 25. e Matt. iii. 11; John i. 15, 27, 30: chap.i; 


nese NG Soe, ee by 


NOTES ON CHAP. XIX. 

Verse 1. And it came to pass—while Apollos was 
at Corinth] The Codex Beze begins this chapter differ- 
ently. But when. Paul was desirous, according to 
his’ own counsel, to go to Jerusalem, the Spirit com- 
manded him to return into Asia: then, passing through 
the upper parts, he came to Ephesus. This addition 
is also found in the Latin or Itala part of the same 
MS., and in the margin of the later Syriac. 

Paul having passed through the upper coasts| That 
is, through those parts of Asia Minor that lay eastward 


of Ephesus, such as Galatia, Phrygia, and probably: 


Lycaonia and Lydia; and itis in reference to Ephesus 
that these are called the upper coasts, See their situa- 
tion on the map. 

Verse 2. Have ye received the Holy Ghost] It is 
likely that these were Asiatic Jews, who, having been 
at Jerusalem about twenty-six years before this, had 
heard the preaching of John, and received his baptism, 
believing in the coming Christ, whom John had pro- 
claimed; but it appears that till thig time they had 
got no farther instruction in the Christian religion. 
Paul, perceiving this, asked them if they had received 
the Holy Ghost since they believed? For it was the 
common privilege of the disciples of Christ to receive, 
not only the ordinary graces, but also the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Spirit; and thus the disciples of 
Christ differed from those of John, and of all others. 
John baptized with water ; Jesus baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. And to this day the genuine disciples 
of Christ are distinguished from all false religionists, 
and from nominal Christians, by being made partakers 
of this Spirit, which enlightens their minds, and con- 
vinces of sin, righteousness, and judgment; quickens 
their souls, witnesses to their conscience that they are 
the children of God, and purifies their hearts. Those 


who have not received these blessings from the Holy | invoked at the time. 


1 


Spirit, whatever their profession may be, know nothing 
better than John’s baptism: good, excellent in its kind, 
but ineffectual to the salvation of those who live under 
the meridian of Christianity. 

We have not so much as heard whether, &c.| That 
is, they had not heard that there were particular gifts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit to be received. They 
could not mean that they had not heard of the Holy 
Spirit ; for John, in his baptism, announced Christ as 
about to baptize with the Holy Ghost, Matt. iii. 11; 
Luke iii. 16; but they simply meant that they had not 
heard that this Spirit, in his gifts, had been given to 
or received by any one. 

Verse 4. That they should believe on him which 
should come after] John baptized them with the bap- 
tism of repentance ; this was common to all the baptisms 
administered by the Jews to proselytes ; but telling 
them that they should believe on him who was coming, 
was peculiar to John’s baptism. 

Verse 5. When they heard this, &¢.] As there is 
no evidence in the New Testament of persons being 
rebaptized, unless this be one, many criticisms have 
been hazarded to prove that these persons were not 
rebaptized. see no need of this. To be a Christian, 
a man must be baptized in the Christian faith: these 
persons had not been baptized into that faith, and there- 
fore were not Christians: they felt this, and were im 
mediately baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus 
This is a plain case; but let one instance be produced 
of a person being rebaptized, who had before been bap- 
tized in the name of the holy Trinity, or even in the 
name of Jesus alone. In my view, it is an awful thing 
to iterate baptism when it had been before essentially 
performed: by “ essentially performed,” I mean, admi- 
nistered by sprinkling, washing, or plunging, by or in 
water, in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, being 
Whoever has had this has the 
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Paul preaches in the school of THE 


A. M. cir. 4060. 
A. D. cir. 56. 
An. Olymp. 

eir, CCVIII. 4. 


tized fin the name of the Lord 
Jesus. ' 

6 And when Paul had 8 laid 
his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on 
them; and » they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied. 

7 And all the men were about twelve. 

8 § + And he went into the synagogue, and 
spake boldly for the space of three months, 
disputing and persuading the things * concern- 
ing the kingdom of God. 

9 But ! when divers were hardened, and be- 


ACTS. 


Tyrannus, and works miracles. 
m A.M. cir. 4061. 
pe Ee eb doer 


An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 1. 


lieved not, but spake evi 
that way before the multitude, he 
departed from them, and sepa- 
rated the disciples, disputing daily in the 
school of one ‘T'yrannus. 

10 And “this continued by the space of 
two years; so that all they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both 
Jews and Greeks. 

11 And ° God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul: 

12 ?So that from his body were brought 


f Chap. viii. 16. Chap. vi. 6; vill. 17.» Chap. i1. 4; x. 46. 
Chap. xvii. 2; xviii. 4 ——* Chap. i. 3; xxviii. 23,——!2 Tim. 
i, 15; 2 Pet. ii. 2; Jude 10. 


m See chap. ix. 2; xxil. 4; xxiv. 14; ver. 23. . See chap. 
xx. 31. © Mark xvi. 20; chap. xiv. 3——P Chap. v. 15; see 
2 Kings iv. 29. 


essence of baptism, as far as that can be conferred 
by man ; and it matters not at what period of his life 
he has had it; it is a substantial baptism, and by it the 
person has been fully consecrated to the holy and 
blessed Trinity ; and there should not be an zteration 
of this consecration on any account whatever. It is 
totally contrary to the canon law; it is contrary to the 
decisions of the best divines; it is contrary to the 
practice of the purest ages of the Church of God; it 
is contrary to the New Testament, and tends to bring 
this sacred ordinance into disrepute. 

Verse 6. They spake with tongues, and prophesied. | 
They received the miraculous gift of different lan- 
guages ; and in those languages they taught to the peo- 
ple the great doctrines of the Christian religion ; for 
this appears to be the meaning of the word mpoedyrevor, 
prophesied, as it is used above. 

Verse 8. Spake boldly—three months] We have 
often remarked that St. Paul, in every place, made his 
first offers of salvation to the Jews ; and it was only 
when they rejected it, that he turned to the Gentiles ; 
see chap. xviii. 6. And the same line of conduct he 
pursues here: he goes to the school of Tyrannus, at 
least a public place, to which all might resort, when 
they obstinately rejected the Gospel in the synagogue. 

Disputing and persuading] Acareyouevoc, Kat wet- 
Gov, Holding conversations with them, in order to per- 
suade them of the truth of the doctrine of Christ. 

Verse 9. When divers were hardened] Tivec, When 
some of them were hardened ; several no doubt felt the 
power of Divine truth, and yielded consent. Our term 
divers, one of the most bald in our language, has too 
general a meaning for this place. 

Behold the effect of the word of God! It is a savour 
of life unto life, or death unto death, according as it is 
received or rejected. The twelve men mentioned 
above received it affectionately, and they were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghost; the others were harden- 
ed, for they refused to believe ; and they calumniated 
the doctrine, and became Satan’s preachers among the 
multitude, to prejudice them against Christ and his 
religion. 

Separated the disciples] Paul, and those converted 
under his ministry, had doubtless been in the habit of 
attending public worship in the synagogue; but, on 
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the persecuting conduct of these Jews, he and his con- 
verts wholly withdrew from the synagogue, and took a 
place for themselves; and constantly afterwards held 
their own meetings at a school room, which they hired 
no doubt for the purpose. 

The school of one Tyrannus.] For oyoan, the school, 
one MS. has ovvaywyy, the synagogue ; and, for Ty- 
rannus, some have T'yrannios. Some have considered 
the original word as being an epithet, rather than the 
name of a person; and think that a prince or nobleman 
is intended, because tupavvoc, tyrant, is taken in this 
sense: but this is a most unlikely conjecture. It ap- 
pears that the person in question was a schoolmaster, 
and that he lent or hired his room to the apostles ; and 
that they preached daily in it to as many, both Jews and 
Gentiles, as chose to attend. It is very likely that 
Tyrannus was a Jew, and was at least well affected 
to the Christian cause ; for we have many proofs that 
individuals among them kept schools for the instruction 
of their youth; besides the schools or academies kept 
by the more celebrated rabbins. See Schoettgen and 
Vitringa. The school of Tyrannus might have been 
such a place as Exeter Hall, and such like places for 
public and especially for extraordinary religious meet- 
ings in London. 

Verse 10. By the space of two years| The school- 
house of Tyrannus was his regular chapel; and it is 
likely that in it he taught Christianity, as Tyrannus 
taught languages or sciences. 

All they—in Asia heard the word] Meaning, pro- 
bably, the Proconsular Asia, for the extent of which 
see the note on chap. xvi. 6. 

Jews and Greeks.|_ For, although he ceased preach- 
ing in the synagogues of the Jews, yet they continued 
to hear him in the school of Tyrannus. But it is 
likely that Paul did not confine himself to this place, 
but went about through the different towns and vil- 
lages ; without which, how could all Asia have heard 
the word? By Greeks, we are to understand, not only 
the proselytes of the gate, but the heathens in general. 

Verse 11. God wrought special muracles| Avvapetc 
Te ov tac tvyovoac, Miracles of no ordinary kind, i. e. 
extraordinary miracles. 

Verse 12. Handkerchiefs or aprons}  ovdapia n 
| oyutkcvOca, Probably the sudaria were a sort of hand- 
1 


Account of the sons of Sceva, 


oS a unto the sick handkerchiefs or 
An. Olymp. aprons i 
An Qlymp. aprons, and the diseases departed 


from them, and the evil spirits 
went out of them. 

13 % 9 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, 
exorcists, took upon them to call over them 
which had evil spirits the name of the Lord 
Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus, whom 
Paul preacheth. 


CHAP. XIX. 


vagabond Jewish exorcists. 


14 And there were seven sons A.M. cir. 4061. 
of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief An. Olymp. 
of the priests, which did so. Mhisbaiic eh 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, 
Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 
are ye? 

16 And the man in whom the evil spirit 
was, leaped on them, and overcame them, and 
prevailed against them, so that they fled out 


q Matt, xii, 27, 


T See Mark ix. 38; Luke ix. 49. 


kerchiefs, which, in travelling, were always earried-in 
the hand, for the convenience of wiping the face ; and 
theesimikinthia were either the sashes or girdles that 
went about the loins. These, borrowed from the apos- 
tle, and applied to the bodies of the diseased, became the 
means, in the hand of God, of their restoration to health. 

The diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits 
went out of them.) Here, there is a most evident dis- 
tinction made between the diseases and the evil spirits ; 
hence they were not one and the same thing. 

Verse 13. Certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists] 
Twec ano trav Teptepyouevav Lovdaiwy efopkicwv; Cer- 
tan of the Jews who went about practising exorcisms. 
Vagabond has a very bad acceptation among us ; but, 
literally, vagabundus signifies a wanderer, one that has 
no settled place of abode. These, like all their coun- 
trymen, in all places, went about to get their bread in 
what way they could; making trial of every thing by 
which they could have the prospect of gain. Finding 
that Paul cast out demons through the name of Jesus, 
they thought, by using the same, they might produce 
the same effects; and, if they could, they knew it 
would be to them an ample source of revenue; for 
demoniacs abounded in the land. 

Verse 14. Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and 
chief of the priests] The original Iovdacov apytepewc, 
signifies a Jewish high priest ; but it is not probable 
that any sons, much less seven sons of a Jewish high 
priest, should be strolling exorcists : it is therefore 
likely that vior EZxeva tevog lepews, the sons of Skeva, a 
certain priest, as it stands in the Codex Beze, is the 
true reading. The whole verse in that MS. reads 
thus: Among them were also the sons of Skeva, a 
priest, who wished to do the same: for they were 
accustomed to exorcise such persons. And entering 
in to the demoniac, they began to invoke that Name, 
saying, We command thee by Jesus, whom Paul 
preacheth, to go out. And the evil spirit answered, 
and said unto them, Jesus I know, gc. It has been 
often remarked that in our Lord’s time there were many 
of the Jews that professed to cast out demons ; and per- 
haps to this our Lord alludes, Matt. xii+27. See the 
note there. 

Josephus, in speaking of the wisdom of Solomon, 
says that he had that skill by which demons are ex- 
pelled; and that he left behind him the manner of using 
exorcisms, by which they are cast out; and that those 
arts were known among his countrymen down to his 
own time; and then gives us the following relation : 


name was Eleazar, releasing people that were demo- 
niacs, in the presence of Vespasian, his sons, his cap- 
tains, and the whole multitude of his soldiers, The 
manner of the cure was this: He put a ring, that had 
a root of one of those sorts mentioned by Solomon, to 
the nostrils of the demoniac, after which he drew out 
the demon through his nostrils; and, when the man 
fell down, immediately he adjured him to return into 
him no more, making still mention of Solomon, and 
reciting the incantations that he had composed. And 
when Eleazar would persuade the spectators that he 
had such power, he set at a little distance a cup of 
water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of 
the man, to overturn it; and, when this was done, the 
skill and wisdom of Solomon were showed very mani- 
festly.” Joseph. Antig. book vill. cap. 2, sect. 5 
Whiston’s edition. 

That there were such incantations among the Jews 
we know well, and that there are still such found, and 
that they are attributed to Solomon ; but that they are 
his remains to be proved; and could this even be done, 
a point remains which can never be proved, viz. that 
those curious arts were a part of that wisdom which 
he received from God, as Josephus intimates. Indeed, 
the whole of the above account gives the strongest sus- 
picion of its being a trick by the Jewish juggler, which 
neither Josephus nor the emperor could detect; but 
the ring, the root, the cup of water, the spell, &c. ; 
all indicate imposture. Magicians among the Jews 
were termed Dw %y3 badley shem, Masters of the 
Name, that is, the name of Jehovah M7 by a certain 
pronunciation of which they believed the most wonder- 
ful miracles could be wrought. There were several 
among them who pretended to this knowledge ; and, 
when they could not deny the miracles of our Lord, 
they attributed them to his knowledge of the true pro- 
nunciation of this most sacred name. 

Verse 15. Jesus I know, and Paul I know] In the 
answer of the demoniac, the verb is varied: tov Incovv 
ywocke, kat Tov TlavAov ertcapar* dete Oe TLveg (TLvoC) 
ece. I acknowledge Jesus, and am acquainted with 
Paul ; but of whom are ye? Ye belong to neither ; ye 
have no authority. And he soon gave them full proof 
of this. This distinction is observed in my old MS. 
Bible: ¥ habe Knowe Pesu, and X wote Poule ; forsothe 
foho ben gee. 

Verse 16. And the man in whom the evil spirit 
was, &c.| Thus we find that one man was more power- 
ful than these seven brothers; so that he stripped 


«J have seen a certain man of my own country, whose | them of their upper garments, and beat and wounded 
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Magicians, sorcerers, §-c., are THE ACTS. converted, and burn their books. 
AWM, ch 4061. of that house naked and |*confessed, and showed their 4,™, cir. 4001. 
‘ - CY. 5 oe Oy E, . 
An. Olymp. wounded. deeds. An. Olymp. 


oir CO} 17 And this was known to all 


the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephe- 
sus; and * fear fell on them all, and the name 
of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 

18 And many that believed came, and 


8 Luke i. 65; vii. 16; chap. ii. 43; v. 5, 11. 


‘ oA OL OO I 
19 Many of them also which ae pation 


used curious arts brought their books together, 
and burned them before all men: and they 
counted the price of them, and found zt fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. 


t Matt. iil. 6. 


the whole! Was not this a proof that he derived his 
strength from the evil spirit that dwelt in him ? 

Verse 17. The name of the Lord Jesus was mag- 
nified.| They saw that there was a sovereign power 
in the name of Jesus, which could not be imitated by 
these lying exorcists: they therefore reverenced this 
name, and despised those pretenders. 

Exorcisms or adjurations of evil spirits were very 
frequent in the primitive Church: the name of Jesus 
was that alone which was used. The primitive fathers 
speak strong and decisive words concerning the power 
of this name ; and how demons were tormented and 


expelled by it, not only from individuals, but from the | 


temples’themselves. Exorcists formed a distinct class 
in the Church; hence we read of presbyters, deacons, 
exorcists, lectors, and door-keepers. The adjuration 
was commonly used over the calechumens, before 
they were admitted to baptism. Gregory of Nazian- 
zen, and Cyril of Jerusalem speak much of this rite. 
--See my Succession of Sacred Literature, under 
Cyril, and Grecory Nazianzen; and see Suicer, 
under egopktcpoc. 

Verse 19. Which used curious arts] Ta mepcepya. 
From the use of this word in the Greek writers, we 
know that it signified magical arts, sorceries, incanta- 
tions, &c. Ephesus abounded with these. Dio Cas- 
sius, speaking of the Emperor Adrian, says, ‘O Adpi- 
avog TEPLEPYOTATOS HY Kat PaVTELALG KAL Hayyavetat¢ 
Tmavtodanatc eypyto. * Adrian was exceedingly addicted 
to curious arts, and practised divination and magic.” 
These practices prevailed in all nations of the earth. 

Brought their books together] The E¢eova ypaywara, 
or Ephesian characters, are celebrated in antiquity ; 
they appear to have been amulets, inscribed with 
strange characters, which were carried about the body 
for the purpose of curing diseases, expelling demons, 
and preserving from evils of different kinds. The 
books brought together on this occasion were such 
as taught the science, manner of formation, use, &e., 
of these charms. 

Suidas, under Ed¢eova ypappara, Ephesian letters, 
gives us the following account : “ Certain obscure in- 
cantations.—When Milesius and Ephesius wrestled at 
the Olympic games, Milesius could not prevail, be- 
cause his antagonist had the Mphesian letters bound to 
his heels ; when this was discovered, and the letters 
taken away, it is reported that Milesius threw him 
thirty times.” 

The information given by Hesychius is still more 
curious; Eg¢eora Y¥Papeata. nv pev mada ¢* dce- 
pov de mpocebscay Tivec amatewvec Kate adja’ aot Oe Twy 
TpoTwv Ta ovowara, Tade> AXKION, KATASKION, AI, 
TETPAZ, AAMNAMENEYS, AISION: Ando oe, 
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TO 


bev Aoktov, oxotog: to de Kata cktov, duc: to de 
Ac, yn Tetpaé de, eviavtog: Aapvapervere de, jAtog: 
Atotov de, aAnbec. Tavra ovy iepa ect ear ayia. “The 
EHphesian letters or characters were formerly six, but 
certain deceivers added others afterwards; and their 
names, according to report, were these: AsKion, &a- 
TASKION, Lirx, Trerrax, DamNnamenevs, and AISION. 
It is evident that Askion signifies Darkness ; Katas- 
kion, Licut; Lia, the Eartu; Tetraz, the Yrar; 
Damnameneus, the Sun; and Aision, Trutu.. These 
are holy and sacred things.” The same account may 
be seen in Clemens Alexandrinus, Strom. lib. v. cap. 
8, where he attempts to give the etymology of these 
different terms. These words served, no doubt, as the 
keys to different spells and incantations; and were 
used in order to the attainment of a great variety of 
ends. The Adrazxas of the Basilidians, in the second 
century, were formed on the basis of the Ephesian 
letters; for those instruments of incantation, several 
of which are now before me, are inscribed with a num- 
ber of words and characters equally as unintelligible 
as the above, and in many cases more so. 

When it is said they brought their books together, 
we are to understand the books which treated of these 
curious arts ; such as the Egeova ypayyara, or Ephesian 
characters. 

And burned them before all] These must have been 
thoroughly convinced of the truth of Christianity, and 
of the unlawfulness of their own arts. 

Fifty thousand pieces of silver.] Some think that 
the apyvpiov, which we translate piece of silver, means 
a shekel, as that word is used Matt. xxvi. 15, where 
see the note; 50,000 shekels, at 3s., according to 
Dean Prideaux’s valuation, (which is that followed 
throughout this work,) would amount to 7,500/. 

But, as this was a Roman and not a Jewish coun- 
try, we may rationally suppose that the Jewish coin 
was not here current; and that the apyvpioy, or silver 
coin, mentioned by St. Luke, must have been either 
Greek or Roman ; and it is very likely that the ses- 
tertius is meant, which was always a silver coin, 
about the value, according to Arbuthnot, of twopence, 
or 1d. 39¢4., which answers to the fourth part of a de- 
narius, rated by the same author at 73d. Allowing 
this to be the coin intended, the 50,000 sestertii would 
amount to 403/. 12s. 11d. 

The Vulgate reads, denariorum quinguaginta milli- 
um, fifty thousand denarii, which, at 73d., will amount 
to 1,614/. lls. 8d. The reading of the Jtala version 
of the Codex Beze is very singular, Denariorum ses- 
tertia ducenta. “'T'wo hundred sesterces of denarii 372 
which may signify no more than “two hundred ses- 
tertii of Roman money :” for in this sense denarius is 
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CHAP. 


Demetrius, a silversmith, and 


A, M. cir. 4061. 920 *.So mightily grew the word 
An. Olymp. al 
Sp Orn. of God, and prev ailed. 
Oy SAA fer; these ithings were 
A ea ended, Paul * purposed in the 
An. Olymp. spirit, when he had _ passed 


cir CCLX3, 


through Macedonia and Achaia, 
to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been 
there, x I must also see Rome. 

22 So he sent into Macedonia two of ¥ them | 


XIX. 


lis crafismen, oppose Paul 


A. M. cir. 4063. 
A. Dz cir. 59 
An. Olymp. 
cir, CCIX. 3 


that ministered unto him, Timo- 
theus and * Erastus ; but he him- 
self stayed in Asia for a season. 
23 And * the same time there arose no sma, 
stir about » that way. 
24 Fora certain man named Demetrius, a 
silversmith, which made silver shrines for 


| Diana, brought ° no small gain unto the crafts- 


men; 


uChap. vi. 7; xii. 24. 
xx. 22. 


Vv Rom. xv. 25; Gal. ii. 1. w Chap. 
x Chap. xviii. 21; xxili.11; Rom. xv. 24-28. 


y Chap. xiii. 5. z Rom. xvi: 23; 2 Tim, iv. 20. a2 Cor. i. 


certainly used by Cicero, Orat. pro Quint. ; where 
ad denarium solvere, means to pay in Roman money, 
an expression similar to our word sterling. ‘This sum 
would amount to no more than 1/. 12s. 34d. But 
that which is computed from the sestertius is the most 
probable amount. 

Verse 20. So mightily grew the word of God, and 
prevailed.| The Codex Bezz reads this verse thus : 
“So mightily grew the word of the Lord, and prevaij- 
ed; and the faith of God increased and multiplied.” 
It is probable that it was about this time that St. Paul 
had that conflict which he mentions, 1 Cor. xv.: Jf J, 
after the manner of men, have fought with wild beasts 
at Ephesus, &e. See the note there. It means 
some severe trials not here mentioned, unless we may 
suppose him to refer to the ferocious insurrection head- 
ed by Demetrius, mentioned at the end of this chapter. 

Verse 21. Paul purposed in the spirit, &c.] Pre- 
viously to this he appears to have concerted a journey 
to Macedonia, and a visit to Corinth, the capital of 
Achaia, where he seems to have spent a considerable 
time, probably the whole winter of A. D. 58; see 
1 Cor. xvi. 5, 6; and afterwards to go to Jerusalem ; 
but it is likely that he did not leave Ephesus till after 
pentecost, A. D. 59. (1 Cor. xvi. 8.) And he re- 
solved, if possible, to see Rome, which had been the 
object of his wishes for a considerable time. See 
Rom. i. 10, 13; xvi. 23. 

It is generally believed that, during this period, 
while at Ephesus, he wrote his first epistle to the Co- 
yinthians. He had heard that some strange disorders 
had entered into that Church :—1. That there were 
divisions among them; some extolling Paul, beyond 
all others ; some, Peder; others, Apollos. 2. He had 
learned from Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, 
whom he saw at Ephesus, 1 Cor. xvi. 17; vu. 1, that 
several abuses had crept into their religious assem- 
blies. 3. That even the Christrans went to law with 
each other, and that before the heathens. And, 4. 
That a person professing Christianity in that city, had 
formed a matrimonial contract with his step-mother. 
It was to remedy those disorders that he wrote his 
first epistle to the Corinthians, in which he strongly 
reprehends all the above evils. 

Verse 22. So he sent into Macedonia] He desired 
Timothy to go as far as Corinth, 1 Cor. iv. 18, and 
after that to return to him at Ephesus, 1 Cor. xvi. 11; 
but he himself continued in Asia some time longer ; 


probably to make collections for the poor saints in Je- 
1 


8. b See chap. 1x. 2. ¢ Chap. xvi. 16, 19. 
rusalem. Erastus, mentioned here for the first time, 
appears to have been the chamberlain, ovxovopoc, either 
of Ephesus or Corinth ; see Rom. xvi. 23. He was 
one of St. Paul’s companions, and is mentioned as 
being left by the apostle at Corinth, 2 Tim. iv. 20. 

Verse 23. No small stir about that way.) Con- 
cerning the Gospel, which the apostles preached ; and 
which is termed this way, chap. ix. 2, where see the 
note. 

Verse 24. Silver shrines for Diana] It is generally 
known that the temple of Diana at Ephesus was 
deemed one of the seven wonders of the world, and 
was a most superb building. It appears that the silver 
shrines mentioned here were small portable representa- 
tions of this temple, which were bought by strangers 
as matters of curiosity, and probably of devotion. If 
we can suppose them to have been exact models of this 
famous temple, representing the whole exterior of its 
magnificent workmanship, which is possible, they would 
be held in high estimation, and probably become a sort 
of substitute for the temple itself, to worshippers of this 
goddess who lived in distant parts of Greece. The 
temple of Diana was raised at the expense of all Asia 
Minor, and yet was two hundred and twenty years in 
building, before it was brought to its sum of perfection. 
It was in length 425 feet, by 220 in breadth; and was 
beautified by 127 columns, which were made at the 
expense of so many ‘ings; and was adorned with the 
most beautiful statues. To procure himself an ever- 
lasting fame, Erostratus burned it to the ground the 
same night on which Alexander the Great was born. 
It is reported that Alexander offered to make it as 
magnificent. as it was before, provided he might put 
his name on the front ; but this was refused. It was 
afterwards rebuilt and adorned, but Nero plundered it 
of all its riches. This grand building remains almost 
entire to the present day, and is now turned into a 
Turkish mosque. See an account of it in Montfaucon 
Antiq. -Expliq. vol. ii., with a béautiful drawing on 
plate vi., No. 20. See also Stuart’s Athens. There 
were also pieces of silver struck with a representa- 
tion of the temple of Minerva on one side: many 
coins occur in the reigns of the first Roman emperors, 
where temples, with idols in the porch, appear on the 
reverse ; and several may be seen in Muse.iws, in the 
reigns of Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus Pius, &c. A beau- 
tiful representation of the temple of Diana at Ephesus 
may be seen on a medal engraved by Montfaucon, in 
his Antiq. Expliq. Suppl. vol. ii. plate 33. It has 
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THE 


A great mob is ratsed, and 


A. M cit. 4063. 95 Whom he called together 
. . Clr. . ; 
An. Olymp. with the workmen of like occupa- 
cir. CCIX. 3. 


tion, and said, Sirs, ye know that 
by this craft we have our wealth. 

26 Moreover ye sce and hear, that not alone 
at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, 
this Paul hath persuaded and turned away 
much people, saying that 4they be no gods, 
which are made with hands : 


ACTS. 


27 So that not only 
craft is in danger to be set at 
nought; but also that the temple 
of the great goddess Diana should be despised, 
and her magnificence should be destroyed, 
whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 

28 And when they heard these sayings, 
they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, 
Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 


Ephesus filled with confusion. 


hh? A. M. cir. 4063. 

this our 447% or So 
An. Olymp. 
eir. CCIX. 3. 


d Psa. cxv. 4; Isa, xliv, 


10-20; Jer. x. 3. 


eight Doric columns in front, which Pliny says were 
sixty feet in length. In the entrance, the figure of 
Diana is represented with a sort of tower upon her 
head ; her arms are supported by two staves; at her 
feet are represented two stags, with their backs to- 
wards each other. The sun is represented on the 
right side of her head, and the moon as a crescent on 
the left. On each side and at the bottom of this tem- 
ple are the words, zporwr Aciac Edeciwv. Some think 
that the medals here referred to are the same that are 
meant by the silver shrines made by Demetrius and 
his craftsmen. See the note on ver. 27. 

Brought no small gain) There were many made, 
many sold, and probably at considerable prices. 

Verse 25. By this craft we have our wealth.] The 
word evropia not only signifies wealth, but also abun- 
dance. It was a most lucrative trade ; and he plainly 
saw that, if the apostles were permitted to go on thus 
preaching, the worship of Diana itself would be de- 
stroyed ; and, consequently, all the gain that he and 
his fellows derived from it would be brought to nought. 

Verse 26. This Paul hath persuaded and turned 
away much people] From the mouth of this heathen 
we have, in one sentence, a most pleasing account of 
the success with which God had blessed the labours 
of the apostles: not only at Ephesus, but almost 
throughout all Asia, they had persuaded and converted 
much people ; for they had insisted that they could be 
no gods which are made with hands; and this the 
common sense of the people must at once perceive. 

Verse 27. The temple of the great goddess Diana} 

_ From a number of representations of the Ephesian 
goddess Diana, which still remain, we find that she 
was widely different from Diana the huntress. She is 
represented in some statues all covered over with 
breasts, from the shoulders down to the feet; in others 
she is thus represented, from the breast to the bottom 
of the abdomen, the thighs and legs being covered 
with the heads of different animals. From this it is 
evident that, under this name and form, nature, the 
nourisher and supporter of all things, was worshipped : 
the sun and moon, being grand agents, in all natural 
productions, were properly introduced as her attri- 
butes or symbols. Because she was the representative 
of universal nature, she was called, in Opposition to 
Diana the huntress and goddess of chastity, the GREAT 
goddess Diana; not only worshipped in Asia, but 
throughout the whole world ; both the Greeks and the 
Romans unanimously conjoining in her worship. 

Several statues of this Fphesian Diana still remain ; 
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and some beautiful ones are represented by Mont- 
faucon, in his Antig. Explig. vol. i. book iii. cap. 15, 
plates 46, 47, 48. From this father of antiquaries, 
much information on this subject may be derived. 
He observes that the original statue of Diana of 
Ephesus, which was in that noble temple, esteemed 
one uf the wonders of the world, was made of wory, 
as Pliny says; but Vitruvius says it was made of 
cedar; and others, of the wood of the vine. The 
images of this goddess are divided into several bands, 
or compartments ; so that they appear swathed from 
the breasts to the feet. On the head is generally 
represented a large tower, two stories high. A kind 
of festoon of flowers and fruit descends from her 
shoulders ; in the void places of the festoon a crab is 
often represented, and sometimes crowned by two 
geni or victories. The arms are generally extended, 
or stretched a little out from the sides; and on each 
one or two lions. Below the festoon, between the two 
first bands, there are a great number of paps: hence 
she has been styled by some of the ancients, Multi- 
mamma, and TroAvuacoc, the goddess with the multi- 
tude of paps : on one figure I count nineteen. Between 
the second and third bands, birds are- represented ; 
between the third and fourth, a Auman head with tri- 
tons ; between the fourth and fifth, heads of ozen. 
Most of the images of this goddess are represented as 
swathed nearly to the ancles, about which the folds of 
her robe appear. Though there is a general resemblance 
in all the images of the Ephesian Diana, yet some have 
more figures or symbols, some less: these symbols are 
generally paps, human figures, oxen, lions, stags, grif- 
Jins, sphinzes, reptiles, bees, branches of trees, and roses. 

That nature is intended by this goddess is evident 
from the inscription on two of those represented by 
Montfaucon: ravaiohog duo Travtwr Entnp, Nature, 
full of varied creatures, and mother of all things. It 
is evident that this Diana was a composition of several 
deities : her crown of turrets belongs to Cybele, the 
mother of the gods; the lions were sacred to her also ; 
the fruits and oxen are symbols of Ceres ; the griffins 
were sacred to Apollo ; and the deer or stags to Diana. 
The crab being placed within the festoon of flowers 
evidently refers to the northern tropic Cancer; and 
the crab being crowned in that quarter may refer to 
the sun having accomplished his course, and begun 
to return with an increase of light, heat, &e. The 
paps, or breasts, as has already been observed, show 
her to be the nurse of all things; and the different 
animals and vegetables represented on those images 
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The Jews increase the tumult 


A.M. cir. 4063. 
A, D. cir. 59. 
in CCIR: 
cir. EX 3. , 5 

——_—___—. caught ° Gaius and £ Aristarchus, 


men of Macedonia, Paul’s companions in travel, 
they rushed with one accord into the theatre. 

30 And when Paul would have entered in 
unto the people, the disciples suffered him not. 
_ 31 And certain of the chief of Asia, which 
were his friends, sent unto him, desiring him 
that he would not adventure himself into the 
theatre. 

32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some 


CHAP. XIX. 


through enmaty to Paul. 


29 And the whole city was{another: for the assembly was 4.M. cir. 4063. 
filled with confusion : and having | 


A. D. cir. 59. 
An. Olymp. 


confused ; and the more part 
cir. CCIX. 3. 


knew not wherefore they were 


come together. 


33 And they drew Alexander out of the 
multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And 
£ Alexander ™ beckoned with the hand, and 
would have made his defence unto the people. 

34 But when they knew that he was a Jew, 
all with one voice about the space of two 
hours cried out, Great 7s Diana of the Ephe- 
sians, 


e Rom. xvi. 23; 1 Cor. i. 14..—f Ch. xx. 4; xxvii.2; Col.iv.10; | 


Philem. 24.——¢ 1 Tim. i. 20 ; 2 Tim. iv. 14.—} Chap. xii. 17. 


point out nature as the supporter of the animal and 


fluence on the sea ; and the sun her influence on the 
earth. All these things considered, it is no wonder 
that this goddess was called at Ephesus the Great 
Diana, and that she was worshipped, not only in that 
city, but in all the world. In the worship of this 
deity, and in the construction of her images, the hea- 
thens seem to have consulted common sense and rea- 
son in rather an unusual manner. But we must ob- 
serve, also, that among the Greeks and Romans they 
had two classes of deities: the Di Majores, and the 
Dii Minores: the great gods, and the minor gods. 
The latter were innumerable ; but the former, among 
whom was Diana, were only twelve—Jupiter, Nep- 
tune, Apollo, Mars, Mercury, and Vulcan; Juno, 
Vesta, Ceres, Diana, Venus, and Minerva. These 
twelve were adored through the whole Gentile world, 
under a variety of names. 

Verse 29. The whole city was filled with confusion] 
Thus we find the peace of the whole city was dis- 
turbed, not by an apostle preaching the Gospel of 
Christ, but by one interested, unprincipled knave, who 
did not even plead conscience for what he was doing ; 
but that it was by this craft he and his fellows got 
their wealth, and he was afraid to lose it. 

Rushed—=into the theatre.| The theatres, being very 
spacious and convenient places, were often used for 
popular assemblies and public deliberation, especially 
jn matters which regarded the safety of the state. 
There are several proofs of this in ancient authors. 
So Tacitus, Hist. ii. 80, speaking concerning Vespa- 
sian, says: Antiochensium theatrum ingressus, ubi 
illis consultare mos est, concurrentes et in adulationem 
effusos alloguitur. ‘ Having entered into the theatre 
of the Antiochians, where it was the custom to hold 
consultations, the people running together, and being 
profuse in flattery, he addressed them.” Frontinus, 
in Stratagem. lib. iii. cap. 2, speaking of a public 
meeting at the theatre at Agrigentum, observes, ubi ex 
more Grecorum locus consultationi prebebatur ; which, 
according to the custom of the Greeks, is the place 
for public deliberation. See several examples in Kypke. 

Verse 31. Certain of the chief of Asia] Twe¢ tov 
Aotapyov ; Some of the Asiarchs. The Asiarchs were 
those to whom the care and regulation of the public 
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_ games were intrusted: they were a sort of high priests, 
vegetable world : the moon and iritons show her in-_ 


and were always persons of considerable riches and 
influence. These could not have been Christians ; 
but they were what the sacred text states them to have 
been, avrw dtAol, his friends ; and foreseeing that Paul 
would be exposed to great danger if he went into the 
theatre, amidst such a tumultuous assembly, they sent 
a message to him, entreating him not to go into dan- 
ger so apparent. Query: Did he not go, and fight 
with these wild beasts at Ephesus? 1 Cor. xv. 32. 

Verse 32. Some—cried one thing, and some another} 
This is an admirable description of a tumultuous mob, 
gathered together without law or reason; getting their 
passions inflamed, and looking for an opportunity to 
commit outrages, without why or wherefore—principle 
or object. 

For the assembly was confused] H exxanota; The 
same word which we translate church; and thus we 
find that it signifies any assembly, good or bad, lawful, 
or unlawful; and that only the circumstances of the 
case can determine the precise nature of the assembly 
to which this word is applied. 

Verse 33. They drew Alexander out of the multi- 
tude, the Jews putting him forward] From this and 
the following verses it is pretty evident that this 
Alexander was brought forward on this occasion by 
the Jews, that he might make an oration to the multi- 
tude, in order to exculpate the Jews, who were often 
by the heathens confounded with the Christians ; and 
cast the whole blame of the uproar upon Paul and his 
party. And he was probably chosen because he was 
an able speaker; and when he beckoned with his 
hand, to gain an audience, the Greeks, knowing that 
he was a Jew, and consequently as much opposed to 
the worship of Diana as Paul was, would not hear 
him; and therefore, to drown his apology, tw dnuw, 
for the people, viz. the Jews, they vociferated for 
the space of two hours, Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians! There does not seem any just ground from 
the text to suppose that this Alexander was a Chris- 
fian; or that he was about to make an apology for 
the Christians: it is generally believed that he is the 
same with Alewander the coppersmith, of whom St. 
Paul speaks, 2 Tim. iv. 14, and whom, with Phietus, 
he was obliged to excommunicate, 1 Tim. i. 20. By 
the Jews putting him forward, we are to understand 
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THE 


Tho town-clerk delivers 


cio? “63; 35 And when the town-clerk 
~, Cir, . : 
An. Olymp. had appeased the people, he said, 


ae ancicol Ephesus, what man 


is there that knoweth not how that the city 
of the Ephesians is ‘ a worshipper of the great 
goddess Diana, and of the zmage which fell 
down from Jupiter ? 

36 Seeing then that these things can- 
not be spoken against, ye ought to 


Or, the temple-keeper. 


ACTS. an address to the mob. 
be quict, and to do nothing 4M cir, 4063. 
rashly. An. Olymp. 


i v7. CCIX. 3. 
37 For ye have brought hither pont eee 


these men, which are neither robbers of 
churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess. 
38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and the crafts- 
men which are with him, have a matter against 
any man, ‘the law is open, and there are 
deputies: let them implead one another. 


k Or, the court days are kept. 


their earnestness to get him to undertake their defence, 
and criminate, as much as possible, St. Paul and his 
companions, and the Christian cause in general; which 
he would no doubt have done, without vindicating the 
worship of Diana, which, as a Jew, he would not dare 
to attempt. 

Verse 35. When the town-clerk] ‘Oypappareve, Lite- 


rally, the scribe. The Syriac has JAts4S804 p25 


reisha damedinato, the chief or prince of the city. The 
later Syriac has, the scribe of the city. Some think 
that the word recorder would do better here than town- 
clerk ; and indeed it is evident that a magistrate of 
considerable authority and influence is intended—the 
mayor or sovereign of the city. 

Ye men of Ephesus] The speech of this man may 
be thus analyzed: 1. He states that there was no need 
of a public declaration that the Ephesians were wor- 
shippers of Diana; this every person knew, and 
nobody attempted to contest it, ver. 35,36. 2. That 
the persons accused were not guilty of any public 
offence, nor of any breach of the laws of the city, 37. 
3. That, if they were, this was not a legal method 
of prosecuting them, 38, 39. 4. That they them- 
selves, by this tumultuous meeting, had exposed them- 
selves to the censure of the law, and were in danger of 
being called into question for it, ver. 40. See Dodd. 

Is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana] The 
word vewkopoc, neocoros, which we translate worship- 
per, signified at first, among the ancient Greeks, no 
more than sweeper of the temple, and answered nearly 
to our sexton: in process-of time, the eare of the 
temple was intrusted to this person: at length the 
neocort became persons of great consequence, and were 
those who offered sacrifices for the life of the emperor. 
Whole cities took this appellation, as appears on many 
ancient coins and medals; and Ephesus is supposed 
to have been the first that assumed this title. At this 
time, it was commonly known as belonging to this 
city. ‘What man is there that knoweth not that 
the city of the Ephesians is the Neocoros of the 
great goddess Diana?” As if he had said: “The 
whole city is devoted to her worship : it is reputed 
an honour to our highest characters even to sweep 
her temple, and open and shut her doors. Besides, 
we offer to her the highest sacrifices ; and are in- 
trusted with the religious service that pertains to the 
emperor’s safety.” 

Of the image which fell down Srom Jupiter 2] The 
original image of the Ephesian Diana (see on ver. 27) 
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was supposed to have descended from heaven ; which 
intimates that it was so old that no person knew 
either its maker or the time in which it was formed 

and it was the interest of the priests to persuade the 
people that this image had been sent to them asa 
present from Jupiter himself. Several images and 
sacred things were supposed, among the heathens, to 
be presents immediately from heaven. Euripides 
states the image of Diana of Tauri to be of this kind ; 
and calls it dvomerec ayadua, the image fallen from 
Jupiter. Numa pretended that the ancilia, or sacred 
shields, had come from heaven. In imitation of these, 
many of the Italian papists believe that the shrine of 
our lady of Loretto was also a Divine gift to their 
country. St. Isidore, of Damietta, says that the hea- 
then, in order to induce the people to believe that such 
images came from heaven, either banished or slew the 
artists that had formed them, that there might be no 
evidence of the time in which, or the persons by whom, 
they were made: this point secured, it was easy to 
persuade the credulous multitude that they had been 
sent from heaven. The story of the Palladium, on 
which the safety of Troy was said to depend, is well 
known. It was an image of Minerva, and also sup- 
posed to have descended from Jupiter. 

Verse 37. These men—are neither robbers of 
churches] ‘Ispoovdove ; Spoilers of sacred places. As 
his design evidently was to appease and conciliate the 
people, he fixed first on a most incontrovertible fact: 
These men have not spoiled your temples ; nor is there 
any evidence that they have even blasphemed your god- 
dess. The apostles acted as prudent men should: 
they endeavoured to enlighten the minds of the multi- 
tude, that the absurdity of their gross errors might be 
the more apparent; for, when they should know the 
truth, it was likely that they would at once abandon 
such gross falsehood. 

Verse 38. If Demetrius—have a matter against 
any man] If it be any breach of law, in reference to 
Demetrius and the artists, the law is open, ayopatot 
ayovrat; these are the terms of law, public courts, 
times of sessions or assize ; or, rather, the judges. are 
now sitting : so the words may be understood. And 
there are deputies, avOvrarot, proconsuls, appointed 
to guard the peace of the state, and to support every 
honest man in his right: let them unplead one another; 
let the one party bring forward his action of assault or 
trespass, and the other put in his defence: the laws 
are equal and impartial, and justice will be done to 
him who is wronged. 
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The town-clerk allays the 


“able 0. 39 Butif ye inquire any thing con- 
n. Olymp. i i 
ci CCN 3, cerning other matters, it shall be 


determined in a ! lawful assembly. 

40 For we are in danger to be called, in 

question ™ for this day’s uproar, there being 
1 Or, ordinary, m Ver, 29, 32; Psa. xxxiv. 19, 


Verse 39. But if ye inquire any thing’ concerning 
other matters| In which the ‘safety of the state, or 
the national worship, is concerned, know that such a 
matter is not the business of the mob; it must be 
heard and determined in a lawful assembly, ev Ty 
evvouw exkAnoig, one legally constituted, and properly 
authorized to hear and determine on the subject. 

Verse 40. For we are in danger, gc.] Popular 
commotions were always dreaded by the Roman 
government ; and so they should by all governments ; 
for, when might has nothing to direct its operations 
but passion, how destructive must these operations 
be! One of the Roman laws made all such commo- 
tions of the people capital offences against those who 
raised them. Qui caetum et concursus fecerit, capte 
pumatur: “ He who raises a mob shall forfeit his 
life.” If such a law existed at Ephesus—and it pro- 
bably did, from this reference to it in the words of 
the’ town-clerk or recorder—then Demetrius must 
feel himself in great personal danger; and that his 
own life lay now at the mercy of those whom he had 
accused, concerning whom he had raised such an outery, 
and against whom nothing disorderly could be proved. 

Verse 41. He dismissed the assembly.| Tyv exxAnovav. 
Another proof that the word exxAyova, which we gene- 
rally translate church, signifies an assembly of any 
kind, good or bad, legal or illegal. 


1. How forcible are right words! From the con- 
duct of this prudent, sensible man, we may learn how 
much influence persons of this character may have, 
even over the unbridled multitude. But, where the 
civil power associates itself with the lawless might of 
the many, THERE must be confusion and every evil 
work. What a blessing to the community is the civil 
law! Were it not for this, the unthinking multitude 


CHAP. XX. 


ferment and disperses the mob. 

nor “caawell herebueiwe A. M. cir. 4063, 
2 hereby, "we may A.M. cir. 496 
give an account of this con- An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 3. 


course, 


41 And when he had thus spoken, ™ he 
dismissed the assembly. 


5 Job v. 13; Psa. Ixv. 7. 


would destroy others, and at last destroy themselves. 
Law and justice are from God ; and the civil power, by 
which they are supported and administered, should be 
respected by all who regard the safety of their persons 
or property. 

2. Though the ministry of St. Paul was greatly 
blessed at Ephesus, and his preaching appears to have 
been very popular, yet this sunshine was soon dark- 
ened: peace with the world cannot last long; the 
way of the Lord will always be opposed by those who 
love their own ways. 

3. How few would make an oulward profession of 
religion, were there no gain connected with it! And 
yet, as one justly observes, religion is rendered gain- 
ful only by some external part of it. For this very 
reason, the external part of religion is always on the 
imerease, and none can find fault with it without 
raising storms and tempests; while the internal part 
wastes and decays, no man laying it to heart. De- 
metrius and his fellows would have made no stir for 
their worship, had not the apostle’s preaching tended 
to discredit that. by which they got their wealth. Most 
of the outcries that have been made against all revivals 
of religion—revivals by which the Church has been 
called back to its primitive principles and purity, have 
arisen out of self-interest. The cry of, the Church is 
in danger, has been echoed only by those who found 
their secular interest at stake ; and knew that reforma- 
tion must unmask them, and show that the slothful 
and wicked servants could no longer be permitted to 
live on the revenues of that Church which they dis- 
graced by their lives, and corrupted by their false doc- 
trines. He that eats the Church’s bread should do the 
Church’s work: and he that will not work should not 
be permitted to eat. 


CHAPTER XxX. 


Puwl retires to Macedonia, 1. 
to Syria, he returns through Macedonia, 2, 3. 
before and tarry for him at Troas, 4, 5. 


He goes into Greece, where he tarries three months ; and, purposing to su 
Several persons accompany him into Asia, and then go 
Paul and Luke sail from Philippi, and in five days reach 


Troas, where they meet their brethren from Asia, and abide there seven days, 6. On the first day of the 
week, the disciples coming together to break bread, Paul preaching to them, and continuing his speech till 
midnight, a young man of the name of Eutychus, being in a deep sleep, fell from the third loft and was 


killed, 7-9. 
parts, 10-12. 
with them at Assos, comes to Mitylene, 14. 
at Trogyllium, and comes to Miletus, 15. 


Paul restores him tolife, resumes his discourse, and continuing 1 till daybreak, then de- 
Luke and his companions sail to Assos, whither Paul comes by land, 13. 
Sails thence, and passes by Chios, arrives at Samos, tarries 

Purposing to get as soon as possible to Jerusalem, he sends 


He embarks 


from Miletus, and calls the elders of the Church of Ephesus, to whom he preaches a most affecting SETMON, 
gives them the most solemn exhortations, kneels down and prays with them, takes a very affecting leave of 
them, and sets sail for Caesarea, in order to go to Jerusalem, 16-38. 


Vor. I. CSE) 
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Paul goes through Macedonia, 


A.M. cir. 4063. A ND after the uproar was 
A. D. cir. 59. , 
An. Olymp. ceased, Paul called unto him 


See the disciples, and embraced them, 


and *departed for to go into Macedonia. 


A. M. cir. 4064. 2 And when he had gone over 
lena ’ those parts, and had given them 
cir. CCIX 4 much exhortation, he came into 

Greece, 


3 And there abode three months. And 


21 Cor. xvi. 5; 1 Tim. i. 3. > Chap. ix. 23 ; xxitl. 125 xxv. 
3; 2 Cor. xi. 26.— ¢Chap. xix. 29; xxvii. 2; Col. iv. 10. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XX. 

Verse 1. After the uproar was ceased] The tu- 
mult excited by Demetrius apparently induced Paul to 
leave Ephesus sooner than he had intended. He had 
written to the Corinthians that he should leave that 
place after pentecost, 1 Cor. xvi. 8; but it is very 
probable that he left it sooner. 

Verse 2. He came into Greece] Exc tyv ‘EAAada, 
Into Hellas, Greece properly so called, the regions 
between Thessaly and Propontis, and the country of 
Achaia. He did not, however, go there immediately : 
he passed through Macedonia, ver. 1, in which he in- 
forms us, 2 Cor. vii. 5, 6, 7, that he suffered much, 


both from believers and infidels ; but was greatly com- 


forted by the arrival of Titus, who gave him a very 
flattering account of the prosperous state of the Church 
at Corinth. A short time after this, being still in 
Macedonia, he sent Titus back to Corinth, 2 Cor. viii. 
16, 17, and sent by him the second epistle which he 
wrote to that Church, as Theodoret and others sup- 
pose. Some time after, he visited Corinth himself, 
according to his promise, 1 Cor. xvi. 5. This was 
his third voyage to that city, 2 Cor. xii. 14; xiii. 1. 
What he did there at this time cannot be distinctly 
known; but, according to St. Augustin, he ordered 
every thing relative to the holy eucharist, and the 
proper manner in which it was to be received. See 
Calmet. 

Verse 3. Abode three months] ~Partly, as we may 
suppose, at Corinth, at Athens, and in Achaia; from 
which place he is supposed to have sent his epistle 
to the Romans, because he continued longer here than 
at any other place, and mentions several of the Co- 
rinthians in his salutations to the believers of Rome. 

When the Jews laid wait for him] Paul had de- 
termined to go by sea to Syria, and from thence to 
Jerusalem. This was the first object of his journey ; 
and this was the readiest road he could take ; but, 
hearing that the Jews had laid wait for him, probably 
to attack his ship on the voyage, seize his person, sell 
him for a slave, and take the money which he was 
carrying to the poor saints at Jerusalem, he resolved 
to go as much of the journey as he conveniently could, 
by land. Therefore, he returned through Macedonia, 
and from thence to Troas, where he embarked to sail 
for Syria, on his way to Jerusalem. The whole of his 
journey is detailed in this and the following chapter. 
See also the map. , 

Verse 4. And there accompanied him] Rather, 
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and comes into Greece. 


bwhen the Jews laid wait for ee 


him, as he was about to sail into An. Olymp. 

i cir. CCIX. 4. 
Syria, he purposed to return ————— 
through Macedonia. 

4 And there accompanied him into Asia, So- 
pater of Berea; and of the ‘Thessalonians 
¢ Aristarchus and Secundus; and ¢ Gaius of 
Derbe, and © Timotheus; and of Asia, * Ty- 
chicus and § Trophimus. 


e Chap. xvi. 1. f Eph. vi. 21; Col.iv.7; 


4 Chap. xix. 29. E _ Col. 
s Chap. xxi. 29; 2 Tim. iv. 20. 


2 Tim. iv. 12; Tit. iii. 12. 


says Bishop Pearce, there followed him as far as to 
Asia; for they were not in his company till he set 
sail from Philippi, and came to them at Troas, in Asia, 
whither they had gone before, and where they tarried 
for him, ver. 5. 

Into Asia] Axpe tye Accac; These words are want- 
ing in two MSS., Erpen, the Asthiopc, Coptic, and 
Vulgate. Some think that they embarrass this place ; 
for how these could accompany him into Asia, and go 
before him, and tarry for him at 'Troas, ver. 6, is not 
so very clear; unless we suppose, what I have glanced 
at in the table of contents, that they came with him 
to Asia; but, he tarrying a short time, they proceeded 
on their journey, and stopped for him at Troas, where 
he shortly after rejoined them. Mr. Wakefield gets 
rid of the difficulty by reading the verse thus: Now 
Sopater of Berea accompanied him; but Aristarchus 
and Secundus of Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, Tim- 
othy of Lystra, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia, 
went before, and tarried for us at Troas. 

Sopater of Berea] Sopater seems to be the same 
as Sosipater, whom St. Paul mentions as his kinsman, 
Rom. xvi. 21. ADE, more than twenty others, with 
the Coptic, Armenian, later Syriac in the margin, 
Vulgate, Itala, Theophylact, Origen, and Bede, add 
Ilvppov, Sopater the son or Pyrruus. Griesbach has 
received this into his text. 

Aristarchus of Thessalonica] This person occurs 
in chap xix. 29, and is mentioned there as a Mace- 
donian. He attended Paul in his journey to Rome, 
chap. xxvii. 2, and was his fellow labourer, Philem. ver. 
24, and his fellow prisoner, Col. iv. 10,11. Secundus 
is mentioned nowhere but in this place. 

Gaius of Derbe| This is supposed to be the same 
who is mentioned chap. xix. 26, and who is there 
called a man of Macedonia, of which some suppose he 
was a native, but descended from a family that came 
from Derbe ; but as Gaius, or Caius, was a very com- 
mon name, these might have been two distinct per- 
sons. One of this name was baptized by St. Paul at 
Corinth, 1 Cor. i. 14, and entertained him as his host 
while he abode there, Rom. xvi. 23, and was probably 
the same to whom St. John directs his third epistle. 

And Timotheus| Of Lystra, is added by the Sy- 
riac. This was the same person of whom mention is 
made, chap. xvi. 1, and to whom St. Paul wrote the 
two epistles which are still extant; and who was a 
native of Lystra, as we learn from the above place. 
It was on this evidence, probably, that the ancient 

( 54* ) 


Lutychus falls from the third loft, 


mee 5 These going before tarried 
An. Olymp. for us at Troas. 


cir. CCIX. 4. 


6 And we sailed away from 
Philippi after » the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them ‘to Troas in five days ; 
where we abode seven days. 

7 “| And upon * the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together !1o break 
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to de- 
part on the morrow ; and continued his speech 
until midnight. 


h Exod. xii. 14, 155 xxiii. 15, i Chap. xvi. 8; 2 Cor. ii. 12; 
2 Tim. iv. 13.— 1 Cor. xvi. 2; Rey. i. 10. 


Syriac translator added, of Lystra, to the text. This 
reading is not supported by any MSS. 

'Tychicus—of Asia] This person was high in the 
confidence of St. Paul. He styles him a beloved bro- 
ther, and faithful minister in the Lord, whom he sent 
to the Ephesians, that he might know their affairs, 
and comfort their hearts, Eph. vi. 21,22. He sent 
him for the same purpose, and with the same commen- 
dations, to the Colossians, Col. iv. 7, 8. Paul seems 
also to have designed him to superintend the Church 
at Crete in the absence of Titus; see Tit. iii. 12. 
He seems to have been the most intimate and confi- 
dential friend that Paul had. “ 

Trophimus.| Was an Ephesian; and both he and 
Tychicus are called Edecto., Ephesians, instead of 
Aovavot, Asiatics, in the Codex Beze, both Greek and 
Latin, and in the Sahidic. He accorapanied Paul 
from Ephesus into Greece, as we see here; and from 
thence to Jerusalem, chap. xxi. 29. He had, no doubt, 
travelled with him on other journeys, for we find, by 
2 Tim. iv. 20, that he was obliged to leave him sick 
at Miletus, being then, as it is likely, on his return to 
his own kindred at Ephesus. 

Verse 5. Tarried for us at Troas.| See the pre- 
ceding verse. Troas was a small town in Phrygia 
Minor, in the proyince called the Troad: see chap. 
xvi. 8. 

Verse 6. Days of unleavened bread} ‘The seven 
days of the passover, in which they ate unleavened 
bread. See the account of this festival in the notes 
on Exod. xii. It is evident, from the manner in 
which St. Luke writes here, that he had not been 
with St. Paul since the time he accompanied him to 
Philippi, chap. xvi. 10-12; but he now embarks at 
Philippi with the apostle, and accompanies him to 
Troas, and continues with him through the rest of 
his journey. 

To Troas in five days] So long they were making 
this voyage from Philippi, being obliged to keep always 
by the coast, and in sight of the land ; for the mag- 
netic needle was not yet known. See the situation of 
these places upon the map. 

Verse 7. Upon the first day of the week] What 
was called xvpiaxn, the Lord's day, the Christian Sab- 
bath, in which they commemorated the resurrection of 
our Lord ; and which, among all Christians, afterwards 
took the place of the Jewish Sabbath. 
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and 1s restored to life by Paul. 

; A. M. cir. 4064. 
8 And there were many lights poner 
™in the upper chamber, where An. Olymp. 


ir. CCIX. 4, 
they were gathered together. aS ae 


9 And there sat in a window a certain young 
man, named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep 
sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he 
sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the 
third loft, and was taken up dead. 

10 And Paul went down, and " fell on him; 
and embracing jm said, ° Trouble not your- 
selves; for his life is in him. 


' Chap. ii. 42, 46; 1 Cor. x.16; xi. 20, &¢——m Chap. i. 13. 
2] Kings xvii: 21; 2 Kings iv. 34——® Matt. ix. 24: 


To break bread] To break LANo« pac} euca- 


ristia, the eucharist, as the Syriac has it ; intimating; 
by this; that they were accustomed to receive the holy 
sacrament on each Lord’s day. It is likely that, be= 
sides this, they received 4 common meal together. 
Some think the ayary, or love feast, is intended 

Continued his speech until midnight.] At what 
time he began to preach we cannot tell, but we hear 
when he concluded. He preached during the whole 
night, for he did not leave off till the break of the next 
day, ver. 11, though about midnight his discourse was 
interrupted by the fall of Eutychus. As this was about 
the time of pentecost, and we may suppose about the 
beginning of May, as Troas was in about 40 degrees 
of north latitude, the stin set there at seven P. M. and 
rose at five A. M., so that the night was about eight 
hours long ; and taking all the interruptions together, 
and they could not have amounted to more than two 
hours, and taking no account of the preceding day’s 
work, Paul must have preached a sermon not less 
than s¢x houts long. But it is likely that a good 
part of this time was employed in hearing and answer- 
ing questions ; for dveAeyeto, and diadtyouevov, may be 
thus understood. 

Verse 8. Upper chamber] [t was in an upper 
chamber in the temple that the primitive disciples were 
accustomed to meet : on that account, they might have 
preferred an upper chamber whenever they could meet 
with it. The pious Quesne] supposes that the smoke, 
issuing from the many lamps in this upper chamber, 
was the cause of Eutychus falling asleep; and this, 
he says, the apostle mentions, in charity, to excuse 
the young man’s appearing negligent, 


Verse 9. There sat ina window] This was pro- 
bably an opening in the wall, to let in light and air, 
for there was no glazimg at that time; and it is likely 
that Eutychus fell backward through it, down to the 
ground, on the outside ; there being nothing to prevent 
his falling owt; when he had once lost the power to 
take care of himself, by getting into a deep sleep. 

Verse 10. And Paul—fell on him] Exerecev avtw, 
Stretched himself upon him, in the same manner as 
Elisha did onthe Shunammite’s son, 2 Kings iv.33-35 ; 
though the action of lying on him, in order to commu~ 
nicate warmth to the flesh, might not have been con 
tinued so long as in the above instance; nor indeed 
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Paul sends to Ephesus THE 


A.M. cir. 4064 41] When he therefore was 
A. D. cir. 60. 3 
An. Olymp. come up again, and had broken 


pase ce bread, and eaten, and talked a 


long while, even till break of day, so he de- 
parted. 

12 And they brought the young man alive, 
and were not a little comforted. 

13 9 And we went before to ship, and sailed 
unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: 
for so had he appointed, minding himself to go 
afoot. 

14 And when he met with us at Assos, we 
took him in, and came to Mitylene. 

15 And we sailed thence, and came the 
next day over against Chios ; and the next 


ACTS. for the elders of the Church 


and A.M. cir. 4064. 


day we arrived at Samos, ee ee 
An. Olymp. 


tarried at Trogyllium; and oe 
the next day we came to Mi- ———- 
letus. 

16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephe- 
sus, because he would not spend the time in 
Asia: for » he hasted, if it were possible for 
him, ¢to be at Jerusalem *the day of pente- 
cost. 

17 9 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, 
and called the elders of the Church. 

18 And when they were come to him, he 
said unto them, Ye know, * from the first day 
that I came into Asia, after what manner I 
have been with you at all seasons, 


PChap. xviii. 21; xix. 21; xxi. 4, 12. 


aChap. xxiv. 17. 


TChap. ii. J; 1 Cor. xvi. 8—*Chap. xvili. 19; xix. 1, 10. 


was it necessary, as the natural warmth had not yet 
left the body of Eutychus; but the son of the Shu- 
nammite had been some time dead. 

Verse 11. Had broken bread] WUHad taken some 
refreshment, in order to their journey. 

And talked a long while] ‘OusAnoac, Having fami- 
liarly conversed, for this is the import of the word, 
which is very different from the dceAeyero, of the seventh 
verse, and the dvadeyouevov, of the ninth; which imply 
solemn, grave discourse. 

Verse 13. Sailed unio Assos] Assos, according to 
Pausanias, Eliac. ii. 4, and Pliny, Hist. Nat. xxxvi. 
27, was a maritime town of Asia, in the Troad. 
Strabo and Stephanus place it in Mysia. It was also 
called Apollonia, according to Pliny, Ib. lib. v. 30. 
The passage by sea to this place was much longer 
than by land; and therefore St. Paul chose to go by 
land, while the others went by sea. 

Intending to take in Paul] AvadapBavew, To take 
him in sGain; for it appears he had already been 
aboard that same vessel: probably the same that had 
carried them from Philippi to Troas, ver. 6. 

Verse 14. Came to Mitylene.| This was a seaport 
town in the isle of Lesbos : see its place in the map. 

Verse 15. Over against Chios] This was a very 
celebrated island between Lesbos and Samos, famous in 
antiquity for its extraordinary wines. At this island 
the apostle did not touch. 

Arrwed at Samos] This was another island of the 
Higean Sea, or Archipelago. It does not appear that 
they landed at Samos: they passed close by it, and 
anchored at Trogyllium. This was a promontory of 
Joma, which gave name to some small islands in the 
vicinity of Samos: Tye de TpwyiArov mpoxerrae vnotov 
épovrpov : before Trogyllium is situated an island of 
the same name. Strabo, lib. xiv. p. 635. Pliny also 
mentions this place, Hist. Nat. lib. v. cap. 31. Near 
this place was the mouth of the famous river Meander. 

Came to Miletus.] A celebrated city in the province 
of Caria, about twelve or fifteen leagues from Ephe- 
sus, according to Calmet. Miletus is famous for being 
the birthplace of Thales, one of the seven wise men 
vf Greece, and founder of the Jonic sect of philoso- 
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phers. Anaximander was also born here, and several 
other eminent men. ‘The Turks, who lately possessed 
it, call it Melas. 

Verse 16. To sail by Ephesus] Not to touch there 
at this time. 

To be at Jerusalem the day of pentecost.| That 
he might have the opportunity of preaching the king- 
dom of God to multitudes of Jews from different places, 
who would come up to Jerusalem at that feast; and 
then he no doubt expected to see there a renewal of 
that day of pentecost in which the Spirit was poured 
out on the disciples, and in consequence of which so 
many were converted to God. 

Verse 17. He sent to Ephesus, and called the elders 
of the Church.] These-are called exicxoror, bishops, 
ver. 28. By the mpeoBurepor, presbyters or elders, 
here, we are to understand all that were in authority 
in the Church, whether they were excoxorot, bishops or 
overseers, or seniors in years, knowledge, and experi- 
ence. The mpeoButepor, or elders, were probably the 
first order in the Church; an order which was not so 
properly constituted, but which rose out of the state of 
things. From these presbuteroi the episcopoi, over- 
seers or superintendents, were selected. Those who 
were eldest in years, Christian knowledge, and expe- 
rience, would naturally be preferred to all others, as 
overseers of the Church of Christ. From the Greek 
word tpecBurepoc, comes the Latin presbyterus, 
the English presbyter, the French prestre, and our 
own term priest ; and all, when traced up to their ori- 
ginal, signify merely an elderly or aged person ; though 
it soon became the name of an office, rather than of a 
state of years. Now, as these elders are called exio- 
kool, bishops, in ver. 28, we may take it for granted 
that they were the same order; or, rather, that these 
superintendents of the Church were indifferently called 
either presbyters or bishops. 

As he had not time to call at Ephesus, he thought 
it best to have a general convocation of the heads of 
that Church, to meet him at Miletus, that he might 
give them the instructions mentioned in the succeeding 
parts of this chapter. : 

Verse 18. After what manner I have been with you] 
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Paul’s discourse to the elders 


a 19 Serving the Lord with all 
An. O} i aie : d 
Br Cp, humility of mind, and with many 


tears and temptations, which be- 
fell me *t by the lying in wait of the Jews : 

20 And how “I kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto you, but have showed you, and 
have taught you publicly, and from house to 
house, 

21 ’ Testifying both to the Jews, and also 
to the Greeks, “ repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

22 And now, behold, *I go bound in the 


tVerii3. uw Ver. 27. 
Luke xxiv. 47 ; chap. ii. 38. 
4,11; 1 Thess. ii. 3. 


v Gee xviii. 5——w Mark i. 15; 
x Chap. xix. 21.——y Chap. xxi. 


The Codex Beze adds here, for three years, and even 
more, which reading might have been borrowed from 
ver. 31, though the time assigned by it is too long. 

Verse 19. Serving the Lord with all humility, &c.] 
This relates not only to his zealous and faithful per- 
formance of his apostolic functions, but also to his pri- 
vate walk as a Christian; and shows with what care- 
fulness this apostle himself was obliged to walk, in 
order to have his calling and election, as a Christian, 
ratified and made firm. 

Verse 20. JI kept back nothing] Notwithstanding 
the dangers to which he was exposed, and the temp- 
tations he must have had to suppress those truths that 

_ were less acceptable to the unrenewed nature of man, 
or to the particular prejudices of the Jews and the 
Gentiles, he fully and faithfully, at all hazards, declar- 
ed what he terms, ver. 27, the whole counsel of God. 
“Behold here,” says the judicious and pious Calmet, 
“the model of a good shepherd—full of doctrine and 
zeal: he communicates with profusion, and yet with 
discretion, without jealousy and without fear, what God 
had put in his heart, and what charity inspires. A 

good shepherd, says St. Bernard, should always have 

abundance of bread in his scrip, and his dog under 
command, His dog is his zeal, which he must lead, 
order, and moderate ; his scrip full of bread is his mind 
full of useful knowledge; and he should ever be in 
readiness to give nourishment to his flock.” He who 
will quarrel with this sentiment, because of the wn- 
couthness of the simile, needs pity, and deserves cen- 
sure. 

Verse 21. Testify both to—Jews and—Greeks] 
He always began with the Jews; and, in this case, 
he had preached to them alone for three months, chap. 
xix. 8-10, and only left their synagogues when he 
found, through their obstinacy, he could do them no 
good. 

Repentance toward God, &c.] As all had sinned 
against God, so all should humble themselves before 
him against whom they have sinned ; but humiliation 
is no atonement for sin; therefore repentance 1s In- 
sufficient, unless faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ac- 
company it. Repentance disposes and prepares the 
soul for pardoning mercy ; but can never be consider- 
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of the Church of Ephesus 


spirit unto Jerusalem, not know- 4.M. cir. 4064. 
: : A. D. cir. 60. 
ing the things that shall befall An. Olymp. 
Se cir. CCIX. 4. 

23 Save that ¥ the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying, that bonds and afflictions 
2 abide me. 

24 But *none of these things move me; 
ueither count I my life dear unto myself, » so 
that I might finish my course with joy, ° and 
the ministry “which I have received of the 


Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace 
of God. 


_ Or, wait for me. a Chap. xxi. 13; Rom. viii. 35; 2 Cor. 
iv. 16. B20) ial Vem 7% ¢ Chapter 1..17; 2 Cor. iv. 1. 


@ Galea. Des alts sade 


ed as making compensation for past acts of transgres- 
sion. This repentance and faith were necessary to 
the salvation both of Jews and Gentiles; for all had 
sinned, and come short of God’s glory. The Jews 
must repent, who had sinned so much, and so long, 
against light and knowledge. The Gentiles must 
repent, whose scandalous lives were a reproach to 
man. Faith in Jesus Christ was also indispensably 
necessary ; for a Jew might repent, be sorry for his 
sin, and suppose that, by a proper discharge of his 
religious duty, and bringing proper sacrifices, he could 
conciliate the favour of God: No, this will not do; 
nothing but faith in Jesus Christ, as the end of the 
law, and the great and only vicarious sacrifice, will 
do; hence he testified to them the necessity of faith in 
this Messiah. The Gentiles might repent of their 
profligate lives, turn to the true God, and renounce all 
idolatry: this is well, but it is not sufficient: they 
also have sinned, and their present amendment and 
faith can make no atonement for what is past; there- 
fore, they also must believe on the Lord Jesus, who 
died for their sins, and rose again for their justification. 

Verse 22. Igo bound in the spirit] Aedeuevog tw 
xvevyatt—Hither meaning the strong influence of the 
Divine Spirit upon his mind, or the strong propensity 
in his own will, wish, and desire, to visit Jerusalem ; 
and in this sense deecv, to bind, is sometimes used. 
But it appears more consistent with the mind of the 
apostle, and with that influence under which we find that 
he constantly acted, to refer it to the influence of the 
Holy Ghost; iro rov rvevparoc, being wnder the power of 
that Sprrit ; as if he had said: “I have now no choice 
—Cod has not left me either to the advices of friends, 
or to my own prudence : the Spirit of God obliges me 
to go to Jerusalem, and yet does not intimate to me 
what peculiar trials shall befall me there : I have only 
the general intimation that, in every city where T pro- 
claim the Gospel, bonds and afflictions await me.” 
This sense of the word Kypke has largely defended 
in his note here. 

Verse 24. None of these things move me] Ovdevoc 
Royo rotoyuat; I consider them as nothing ; T value 
them not a straw; they weigh not with me. 

Neither count I my life dear} 1 am not my own; 
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A.M. cir. 4064. 95 And now, behold, °I know|unto you all “the counsel of 4 M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. : An. Olymp. 

An. Olymp. that ye all, among whom I have | God, cir. CCIX. 4. 

cir. CCIX. 4. 28 i Take heed therefore unto ———— 


gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, shall see my face no more. 
26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, 
that I am ‘ pure from the blood of all men. 
27 For &I have not shunned to declare 


yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which 
the Holy Ghost * hath made you overseers, to 
feed the Church of God, ! which he hath pur- 


chased ™ with his own blood. 


‘ ¢ Ver. 38; Rom. xv. 23.—!Chap. xviii. 6; 2 Cor, vii. 2. 
& Ver. 20, Luke vii. 30; John xv. 15; Eph, i.11—1 Tim, 


iv. 16; 1 Pet, v,2.—*1 Cor. x1i.28.——! Eph, i. 7, 14 ; Col.i.14; 
Heb. ix. 12; 1 Pet. i. 19; Rev. v. 9.——™ See Heb. ix. 14. 


my life and being are the Lord’s; he requires me to 
employ them in his service; I act under his direction, 
and am not anxious about the issue. 

Finish my course with joy] Tov dpouov pov, My 
ministerial function, We have already met with this 
word in application to the same subject, chap. xiii. 25, 
where see the note. And the apostle here adds, by 
way of explanation, xac tyv dtaxoviar, even that minis- 
iry which J have received of the Lord. The words 
peta yapac, with joy, are omitted by ABD, some others ; 
the Syriac, Erpen, Coptic, Sahidic, Aithiopic, Vul- 
gate, and some of the fathers, If we consider them 
as genuine, they may imply thus much: that the apos- 
tle wished to fulfil his ministry in such a way as might 
meet with the Divine approbation; for nothing could 
give him joy that did not please and glorify God, 

To testify| Acazapropacba, Earnestly, solemnly, 
and strenuously to assert, vindicate, and prove the 
Gospel of the grace of God, not only to be in itself 
what it professes ta be, but to be also the power of 
God for salvation to every one that believes, 

Verse 25. Ye all—shall see my face no more.] This 
probably refers simply to the persons who were now 
present ; concerning whom he might have had a Di- 
vine intimation, that they should not be found in life 
when he should come that way again. Or it may refer 
only to Ephesus and Miletus. From the dangers to 
which he was exposed, it was, humanly speaking, un- 
likely that he should ever return; and this may be all 
that is implied: but that he did revisit those parts, 
though probably not Miletus or Ephesus, appears 
likely from Phil. i. 25-27; ii. 24; Philemon 22; 
Heb. xiii. 19-23. But in all these places he speaks 
with a measure of uncertainty : he had not an absolute 
evidence that he should not return; but, in his own 
mind, it was a matter of uncertainty. The Holy Spirit 
did not think proper to give him a-direct revelation on 
this point. 

Verse 26. Iam pure from the blood of all] If any 
man, Jew or Gentile, perish in his sins, his blood shall 
be upon him; he, alone, shall be accessary to his own 
perdition. Iam blameless, because I have fully shown 
to both the way to escape from every evil. 

Verse 27. Ihave not shunned to declare] Ov vrecet- 
Aaunv, I have not suppressed ox concealed any thing, 
through fear or favour, that might be beneficial to your 
souls, This is properly the meaning of the original 
word. See the note on ver. 20. 

All the counsel of God.| All that God has deter- 
mined and revealed concerning the salvation of man— 
the whole doctrine of Christ crucified, with repentance 
towards God, and faith in Jesus as the Messiah and 
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great atoning Priest. In Isa. ix. 6, Jesus Christ is 
called the wonderful counsellor, yyv xa Pelé Yoéts, 
which the Septuagint translate weyaAn¢ BovAne ayyedoc: 
The messenger of the great counsel. To this the 
apostle may have referred, as we well know that this 
version was constantly under his eye. Declaring 
therefore to them the whole counsel of God, raonv ryv 
BovAnv tov Oeov, the whole of that counsel or design 
of God, was, in effect, declaring the whole that con- 
cerned the Lord Jesus, who was the messenger of this 
counsel, : 

Verse 28. Made you overseers] EOero extcxorove, 
Appointed you bishops ; for so we translate the ori- 
ginal word in most places where it occurs: but over- 
seers, or wmspectors, is much more proper, from ert, 
over, and oxerrouat, Tlook. The persons who examine 
into the spiritual state of the flock of God, and take 
care to lead them in and out, and to find them pasture, 
are termed episcopot, or superintendents. ‘The office 
of a bishop is from God; a true pastor only can fulfil 
this office: it is an office of most awful responsibility ; 
few there are who can fill it; and, of those who oc- 
cupy this high and awful place, perhaps we may say 
there are fewer still who discharge the duties of it. 
There are, however, through the good providence of 
God, Christian bishops, who, while they are honoured 
by the calling, do credit to the sacred function. And 
the annals of our Church can boast of at least as many 
of this class of men, who have served their God and 
their generation, as of any other order, in the propor- 
tion which this order bears to others in the Church of 
Christ, That dishop and presbyter, or elder, were at 
this time of the same order, and that the word was in- 
differently used of both, see noticed on ver. 17. 

Feed the Church of God| This verse has been the 
subject of much controversy, particularly in reference 
to the term @eov, of Gop, in this place; and concern- 
ing it there is great dissension among the MSS. and 
versions. ‘Three readings exist in them, in reference 
to which critics and commentators have been much 
divided; viz. exxAnovav rou Geov, the Church of Gov ;— 
tov Kupiov, of the Lorp ;—Kvpiov az Bev, of the Lorp 
and Gop. From the collections of Wetstein and 
Griesbach, it appears that but few MSS., and none of 
them very ancient, have the word Ocov, of Gov; with 
these only the Vulgate, and the later Syriac in the text, 
agree. Kupuov, of the Lorp, is the reading of ACDE, 
several others, the Sahidic, Coptic, later Syriac in the 
margin, Armenian, Acthiopic, and some of the fathers. 
Kvpiov kat Ocov, of the Lorp and of Gon, is the read- 
ing of the great majority; though the most ancient 
are for Kupvov, of the Lorp: on this ground Griesbach 
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Paul commends his brethren to 


A.M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


29 For I know: this, that after 
my departing “shall grievous 
wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock 

30 Also ° of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them. 

31 Therefore watch, and remember, that 


2 Matt. vil. 15; 2 Pet. 11. 1. 
P Chap. xix. 10. 


©) Tim. 1. 20; 1 John i. 19, 
4 Heb. xiil. 9. 


CHAP. XX. 


God, and the word of his grace 
P bythe'spaceroh three years 1 4, M cir. 204 
. . Cir. . 

ceased not. to warn every one An. Olymp. 


night and day with tears. ee 


32 And now, brethren, I commend you to 
God, and 4 to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you *an 
inheritance among all them which are sanc- 
tified. 


r Chap. ix. 31.—* Chap. xxvi. 11; Eph. i. 18; Col. i. 12; ul 
24; Heb. ix. 15; 1 Pet. i. 4. 


has admitted this reading into the text, and put Kupzov 
kat Ocov in the margin, as being next in authority. 

Mr. Wakefield, who was a professed and consci- 
entious Unitarian, decides for tov Osov, of Gop, as the 
true reading; but, instead of translating tov cio al- 
paroc, with his own blood, he translates, by his own Son, 
and brings some passages from the Greek and Roman 
writers to show that ai#aand sanguis are used to sig- 
nify son, or near relative; and, were this the only 
place where purchasing with his own blood occurred, 
we might receive this saying; but, as the redemption 
of man is, throughout the New Testament, attributed 
to the sacrificial death of Christ, it is not likely that 
this very uausual meaning should apply here. At all 
events, we have here a proof that the Church was 
purchased by the blood of Christ ; and, as to his God- 
head, it is sufficiently established in many other places. 
When we grant that the greater evidence appears to 
be in favour of tov Kupiov, feed the Church of the Lord, 
which he has purchased with his own blood, we must 
maintain that, had not this Lord been Gop, his blood 
could have been no purchase for the souls of a lost 
world. 

Verse 29. Afler my departing] Referring, most 
likely, to his death ; for few of these evils took place 
during his life. . 

Grievous wolves] Persons professing to be teachers ; 
Judaizing Christians, who, instead of feeding the flock, 
would feed themselves, even to the oppression and ruin 
of the Church. 

Verse 30. Also of your own selves, $c.) From out 
of your own assembly shall men arise, speaking per- 
verse things, teaching for truth what is erroneous in 
itself, and perversive of the genuine doctrine of Christ 
erucified. 

To draw away disciples] To make schisms or rents 
in the Church, in order to get a party to themselves. 
See, here, the cause of divisions in the Church :— 
1. The superintendents lose the life of God, neglect 
the souls of the people, become greedy of gain, and, 
by secular extortions, oppress the people. 2. The 
members of the Church, thus neglected, oppressed, and 
irritated, get their minds alienated from their rapacious 
pastors. 3. Men of sinister views take advantage of 
this state of distraction, foment discord, preach up the 
necessity of division, and thus the people become 
separated from the great body, and associate with those 
who profess to care for their souls, and who disclaim 
all secular views. In this state of distraction, it is a 
high proof of God’s love to his heritage, if one be found 
who, possessing the true. apostolic doctrine and spirit, 
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rises up to call men back to the primitive truth, and 
restore the primitive discipline. How soon the griev- 
ous wolves and perverse teachers arose in the Churches 
of Asia Minor, the first chapters of the Apocalypse 
inform us. The Nicolaitans had nearly ruined the 
Church of Ephesus, Rev. ii. 2,6. The same sect, 
with other false teachers, infested the Church of Per- 
gamos, and preached there the doctrine of Balaam, 
Ibid. ii. 14, 15. A false prophetess seduced the 
Church of Thyatira, Ib. ii. 20. All these Churches 
were in Asia Minor, and probably bishops or ministers 
from each were present at this convocation. 

Verse 31. Therefore watch, and remember] The 
only way to abide in the truth is to watch against evil, 
and for good; and to keep in mind the heavenly doc- 
trines originally received. Unwatchfulness and for- 
getfulness are two grand inlets to apostasy. 

By the space of three years] Tpvetiav. The Greek 
word here does not necessarily mean three whole years: 
it may be months more or less. In chap. xix. 8 and 
10, we have an account of his spending two years and 
three months among them; probably this is all that is 
intended. One MS., perceiving that the time of three 
years was not completed, inserts dcervav, the space of 
two years. 

Verse 32. I commend you to God] Instead of rw 
Gew, to Gop, several MSS. have Tt» Kupiw, to the 
Lorp; neither reading makes any difference in the 
sense. 

And to the word of his grace] The doctrine of sal- 
vation by Christ Jesus. 

Which is able to build you up] The foundation is 
Jesus Christ; God is the great master-builder ; the 
doctrine of his grace, or mercy, points out the order 
and manner, as well as the extent, &c., of this build- 
ing. Let us observe the order of these things :— 
1. The soul of man, which was formerly the habitation 
of God, is now in a state of ruin. 2. The ruins of 
this soul must be repaired, that it may again become 
a habitation of God through the Spirit. 3. Jesus 
Christ is the only foundation on which this house can 
be rebuilded. 4. The doctrine of God’s grace is the 
model, or plan, according to which the building can be 
raised. 5. When re-edified, each is to be a lively 
temple of the Lord, made inwardly pure and outwardly 
righteous, and thus prepared for a state of bliss. 
6. Being made children of God, by faith in Christ 
Jesus, and sanctified by his Spirit, they have a right 
to the heavenly inheritance ; for only the children of 
the family can possess the celestial estate. Thus we 
find they must be saved by grace, and be made thereby 
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Paul finishes his discourse, and takes 


so cir. ee 33 tI have coveted no man’s 
. . Gly. i 

An. Olymp. silver, or gold, or apparel. 

civ 1CUIX 4, er PP 


34 Yea, ye yourselves know, 
“that these hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me. 
35 I have showed you all things, * how that 
so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, Itis more blessed to give than to receive. 


ti Samcaat, as 1 Cor ix. 12) (Cor, vil. Was ba WY eab 
17. 4 Chap. xvii. 3; 1 Cor, iv. 12; 1 Thess, ii, 9; 2 Thess. 
iii. 8. 


THE ACTS. 


an affectionate leave of his brethren. 


36 And when he had thus 4,M cit. 4064 
spoken, he ~ kneeled down, and ap 
prayed with them all. a 

37 And they all wept sore, and * fell on 
Paul’s neck, and kissed him; 

38 Sorrowing most of all for the words 
Y which he spake, that they should see his face 
no more. And they accompanied him unto 


the ship. 


VvRom. xv. 1; 1 Cor. ix. 12; 2 Cor. xi. 9, 12; xi. 13; Eph. 
iv. 28; 1 Thess. iv. 11; v. 14; 2 Thess. iii. 8, w Chap. vil. 
GOexx."5, * Gen. xlv. 14; xlvi. 29. y Ver. 25. 


children of God; be sanctified by his Spirit ; and, then, 
being prepared for, they are removed, in due time, into 
the heavenly inheritance. 

Verse 33. JI have coveted no man’s silver, &e.] 
And from this circumstance they would be able to dis- 
cover the grievous wolves, and the perverters; for 
these had nothing but their own interests in view ; 
whereas the genuine disciples of Christ neither coveted 
nor had worldly possessions. St. Paul’s account of 
his own disinterestedness is very similar to that given 
by Samuel of his, 1 Sam, xii. 3-5. 

Verse 34. These hands have ministered, &c.] It 
was neither “ sin nor discredit” for the apostle to work 
to maintain himself, when the circumstances of the 
Church were such that it could not support him, Still 
many eminent ministers of God are obliged to support 
themselves and their families, at least in part, in the 
same way, while indefatigably testifying the Gospel 
of the grace of God. Whatever it may be to the 
people, it is no cause of reproach to the minister, to be 
obliged thus to employ himself. 

Verse 35. I have showed you all things] The pre- 
position xara is to be understood before ravra; and 
the clause should be read thus—J have showed you IN 
all things, &c. 

It is more blessed to give than to receive.] That is, 
the giver is more happy than the receiver. Where, 
or on what occasion, our Lord spake these words we 
know not, as they do not exist in any of the four 
evangelists. But that our Lord did speak them, St. 
Paul’s evidence is quite sufficient to prove. The sen- 
timent is worthy of Christ. A truly generous mind, 
in affluence, rejoices in opportunities to do good, and 
feels happy in having such opportunities. A man of 
an independent spirit, when reduced to poverty, finds 
it a severe tiial to be obliged to live on the bounty of 
another, and feels pain in receiving what the other 
feels a happiness in communicating. Let, therefore, 
the man who is able to give feel himself the obliged 
person, and think how much pain the feeling heart of 
his supplicant must endure, in being obliged to forego 
his native independence, in soliciting and receiving the 
bounty of another. I am not speaking of common beg- 
gars; these have got their minds already depraved, 
and their native independence reduced, by sin and idle- 
ness, to servility. 

Verse 36. He kneeled down and prayed] Kneeling 
is the proper posture of a supplicant, it argues at 
once both humility and submission ; and he who prays 
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to God should endeavour to feel the utmost measures 
of both. 

Verse 37. Fell on Paul’s neck] Leaned their heads 
against his shoulders, and kissed his neck. This was 
not an unusual custom in the east. 

Verse 38. That they should see his face no more] 
This was a most solemn meeting, and a most affecting 
parting. The man who had first pointed out to them 
the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom they had been brought 
into so glorious a state of salvation, is now going away, 
in all likelihood, to be seen no more till the day in 
which the quick and dead shall stand before the throne 
of judgment. Such a scene, and its correspondent 
feelings, are more easily imagined than described. 


1. As the disciples are stated to have come together 
on the first day of the week, we may learn from this 
that, ever since the apostolic times, the Lord’s day, now: 
the Christian Sabbath, was set apart for religious ex- 
ercises; such as the preaching of God’s holy word, 
and celebrating the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
Besides its being the day on which our blessed Lord 
rose from the dead, the practice of the apostles and 
the primitive Church is an additional reason why we 
should religiously celebrate this first day of the week. 
They who, professing the Christian religion, still pre- 
fer the Jewish Sabbath, have little to support them in 
the New Testament. How prone is man to affect to 
be wise above what is written, while he is, in almost 
every respect, delow the teaching so plainly laid down 
in the Divine word. 

2. The charge of St. Paul to the pastors of the 
Church of Christ at Ephesus and Miletus contains 
much that is interesting to every Christian minister:— 
1, If he be sent of God at all, he is sent to feed the 
flock, 2. But, in order to feed them, he must have 
the bread of life. 3. This bread he must distribute in 
its due season, that each may have that portion that is 
suitable to time, place, and state. 4. While he is 
feeding others, he should take care to have his own 
soul fed: it is possible for a minister to be the instru- 
ment of feeding others, and yet starve himself. 5. If 
Jesus Christ intrust to his care the souls he has bought 
by his own blood, what an awful account will he have 
to give in the day of judgment, if any of them perish 
through his neglect! Though the sinner, dying in 
his sins, has his own blood upon his head, yet, if the 
watchman has not faithfully warned him, his blood will 
be required at the watchman’s hand, Let him who is 
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Paul sails from Miletus, touches at 


concerned read Ezekiel, chap. xxxiii. 3, 4, 5, and think 
of the account which he is shortly to give unto God. 

3. Tenderness and sympathy are not inconsistent 
with the highest state of grace. Paul warns his 
hearers day and night with tears. His hearers now 
weep sore at the departure of their beloved pastor. 


CHAP. XI. 


several places, and comes to Tyre. 


They who. can give up a Christian minister with in- 
difference, have either profited little under that min- 
istry, or they have backslidden from the grace of God. 
The pastors should love as fathers, the converts as 
children; and all feel themselves one family, under 
that great head, Christ Jesus, 


CHAPTER. AX]. 


Paul and his company sail from Miletus, and come to Coos, Rhodes, and Patara, 1. 
ship at Patara, they go on board, sail past Cyprus, and land at Tyre, 2, 3. 


stay seven days, and are kindly entertained, 4, 5. 


Finding a Phenician 
Here they find disciples, and 


Having bade the disciples farewell, they take ship and 


sail to Ptolemais, salute the brethren, stay with them one day, come to Cesarea, and lodge with Philip, one 


of the seven deacons, 6-9. 
persecution at Jerusalem, 10, 11. 
lute, and he and his company depart, 12-16. 


Here they tarry a considerable time, and Agabus the prophet foretells Paul’s 
The disciples endeavour to dissuade him from going; but he 1s reso- 
They are kindly received by James and the elders, who 


advise Paul, because of the Jews, to show his respect for the law of Moses, by purifying himself, with 


certain others that were under a vow; with which advice he complies, 17-26. 


Some of the Asiatic Jews, 


finding him in the temple, raise an insurrection against him, and would have killed him had he not been 


rescued by the chief captain, who orders him to be bound and carried into the castle, 27-36. 


Paul 


requests liberty to address the people, and is permitted, 37-40. 


A.M. cir. 4064. 


i ee ND it came to pass, that, after 
An. Olymp, 


f we were gotten from them, 
cir, CCIX. 4. , 
=. and had launched, * we came with 
a straight course unto Coos, and the day fol- 
lowing unto Rhodes, and from thence unto 
Patara : 

2 And finding a ship sailing over unto Phe- 
nicia, we went aboard, and set forth. — 


a Chap. xx. 3, 15-17: 


A. M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


3. Now when we had discover- 
ed Cyprus, we left it on the left 
hand, and sailed unto Syria, and ——__—. 
landed at Tyre; for there the ship was to 
unlade her burden. 

4 And finding disciples, we tarried there 
seven days: who said to Paul through the 
Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem. 


b Ver. 12; chap. xx. 23. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXI. 


Verse 1. Came with a straight course] Having 


had, as is necessarily implied, wind and tide in their | | 


favour. 

Coos] An island in the Archipelago, or Augean 
Sea, one of those called the Sporades. It was famous 
for the worship of A®sculapius and Juno; and for 
being the birthplace of Hippocrates, the most emi- 
nent of physicians, and Apelles, the most celebrated 
of painters. 

Rhodes| Another island in the same sea, celebrated 
for its Colossus, which was one of the seven wonders 
of the world. This was a brazen statue of Apollo, so 
high that ships in full sail could pass between its legs. 
It was the work of Chares, a pupil of Lysippus, who 
spent twelve years in making it. It was 106 feet 
high, and so great that few people could fathom its 
thumb. It was thrown down by an earthquake about 
224 years before Christ, after having stood sixty-six 
years. When the Saracens took possession of this 
island, they sold this prostrate image to a Jew, who 
loaded 900 camels with the brass of it; this was about 
A.D. 660, nearly 900 years after it had been thrown 
down. 

Patara) 
Syria. 

Verse 2. Phenicia] A part of Syria. See the note 
on chap. Xi. ; 
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One of the chief seaport towns of 


Verse 3. Cyprus] See the note on chap. iv. 36, 
and see the track of this journey on the map. 

Tyre] A city of Phenicia, one of the most cele- 
brated maritime towns in the world. See the notes on 
chap. xii. 20; Matt. x1. 21. 

There the ship was to unlade her burden.) The 
freight that she had taken in at Ephesus she was to 
unlade at Tyre ; to which place she was bound. 

Verse 4. Who said to Paul through the Spirit] 
We cannot understand this as a command from the 
Holy Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem, else Paul must 
have been highly criminal to have disobeyed it. 
Through the Spirit, must either refer to their own 
great earnestness to dissuade him from taking a jour- 
ney which they plainly saw would be injurious to him— 
and so Bp. Pearce understands this place; or, if it 
refer to the Holy Spirit, it must mean that if he re- 
garded his personal safety he must not, at this time, 
go up to Jerusalem. The Spirit foretold Paul’s per- 
secutions, but does not appear to have forbidden his 
journey ; and Paul was persuaded that, in acting as 
he was about to do, whatever personal risk he ran, he 
should bring more glory to God, by going to Jerusa- 
lem, than by tarrying at Tyre or elsewhere. The 
purport of this Divine communication was, “If thou 
go up to Jerusalem the Jews will persecute thee ; and 
thou wilt be imprisoned, &c.” As he was apprized 
of this, he might have desisted, for the whole was 
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Paul sails from Tyre, stops at 


A.M. cir. 4064. 5 And when we had accom- 
An. Olymp. plished those days, we departed 


ee) went On way; and they 


all brought us on our way, with wives 
and children, till we were out of the city: 
and ¢ we kneeled down on the shore, and 
prayed. 

6 And when we had taken our leave one of 
another, we took ship; and they returned 
‘home again. 

7 And when we had finished our course 
from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted 
the brethren, and abode with them one day. 

8 And the next day we that were of Paul’s 
company departed, and came unto Cesarea : 


¢ Chap. xx. 36.——4 John i. 11. e Eph. iv. 11; 2 Tim. iv. 5. 
f Chap. vi. 5; vili-26, 40. 


conditional: Paul might or might not go to Jerusa- 
lem ; if he did go, he would be persecuted, and be in 
danger of losing his life. The Holy Spirit neither 
commanded him to go, nor forbade him;-the whole 
was conditional; and he was left to the free exercise 
of his own judgment and conscience. This was a 
similar case to that of David in Keilah, 1 Sam. xxiii. 
9-13. David prevented the threatened evil by leaving 
Keilah: Paul fell into it by going to Jerusalem. 

Verse 5. When we had accomplished those days] 
That is, the seven days mentioned in the preceding 
verse. 

And they all brought us on our way, with wives 
and children] It is not likely that Paul, Silas, Luke, 
&c., had either wives or children with them; and it 
is more natural to suppose that the brethren of Tyre, 
with their wives and children are those that are 
meant; these, through affection to the apostles, ac- 
companied them from their homes to the ship; and 
the coming out of the husbands, wives, and children, 
shows what a general and affectionate interest the 
preaching and private conversation of these holy men 
had excited. 

Kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.| As God 
fills heaven and earth, so he may be worshipped every 
where: as well, when circumstances require it, on the 
seashore as in the temple. We have already seen, 
in the case of Lydia, that the Jews had proseuchas 
by the river sides, &c.; and an observation in Tertul- 
lian seems to intimate that they preferred such places, 
and in the open air offered their petitions to God by 
the seashore: Omissis templis, per omne littus, quo- 
cumque in aperto aliquando jam preces ad celum 
mittunt. Tertul. de Jejunio. 

Verse 6. Taken—leave] Aoracayevor; Having 
given each other the kiss of peace, as was the constant 
custom of the Jews and primitive Christians. 

They returned home] That is, the men, their 
wives, and their children. 

Verse 7. We came to Ptolemais] This was a sea- 
port town of Galilee, not far from Mount Carmel, 
between Tyre and Cesarea, where the river Belus 
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Ptolemais, and comes to Cesarea. 


A. M. cir. 4064. 
house 4" Gh. 60. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


and we entered into the 
of Philip ° the evangelist, which 
was one of the seven; and abode 
with him. 

9 And the same man had four daughters, 
virgins, which did prophesy. 

10 % And as we tarried there many days, 
there came down from Judea a certain pro- 
phet, named * Agabus. 

11 And when he was come unto us, he took 
Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands and 
feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, ' So 
shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that 
owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into 
the hands of the Gentiles. 


g Joel ii. 28; chap. ii. 17.——} Chap. xi. 28.——1 Ver. 33; chap. 
xx. 23. 


empties itself into the sea. It was at first called 
Accho, (and this ‘is the reading of the Syriac and 
Arabic,) and belonged to the tribe of Asher, Judges 
i. 31; it was enlarged and beautified by the first of 
the Egyptian Ptolemies, from whom it was calied 
Ptolemais. This place terminated St. Paul’s voyage ; 
and this is what is expressed in the text: And we 
came from Tyre to Ptolemais, where our voyage ended. 
See the Greek text. 

Verse 8. We that were of Paul’s company] Oi reps 
tov IlavAov: This clause is wanting in ABCE, and 
many others; the Syriac, Coptic, Vulgate, Arme- 
nian, &§c. 

Came unto Cesarea] 
line, already sufficiently described, 
vil. 40. 

Philip the evangelist] One of the seven deacons 
who seems to have settled here after he had baptized 
the eunuch. See on chap. vil. 40. 

Verse 9. Four daughters, virgins, which did pro- 
phesy.| Probably these were no more than teachers 
in the Church: for we have already seen that this is 
a frequent meaning of the word prophesy ; and this is 
undoubtedly one thing intended by the prophecy of 
Joel, quoted chapter ii. 17, 18, of this book. If 
Philip’s daughters might be prophetesses, why not 
teachers ? 

Verse 10. Agabus.] See the note on chap. xi. 28. 

Verse 11. Took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own 
hands, &c.| This was no doubt a prophet, in the 
commonly received sense of the term; and his mode 
of acting was like that of the ancient prophets, who 
often accompanied their predictions with significant 
emblems, Jeremiah was commanded to bury his 
girdle by the river Kuphrates, to mark out the cap- 
tivity of the Jews. Jer. xiii. 4. For more examples 
of this figurative or symbolical prophesying, see Jer. 
xxvii. 2, 3; xxviii. 4; Isa. xx.; Ezek. iv., xii., &. 

Into the hands of the Gentiles.| That is, the Ro- 
mans, for the Jews had not, properly speaking, the 
power of life and death. And, as Agabus said he 
should be delivered tnto the hands of the Gentiles, he 
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This was Cesarea of Pales- 
See on chap 


Paul leaves Caesarea, 


A.M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
An, Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


12 And when we heard these 
things, both we, and they of that 
place, besought him not to go up 
to Jerusalem. 

13 ‘Then Paul answered, * What mean ye to 
weep and to break mine heart ? for I am ready, 
not to be bound only, but also to die at Jeru- 
salem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

14 And when he would not be persuaded, 
we ceased, saying, ' The will of the Lord be 
done. 

15 And after those days we took up our 
carriages, and went up to Jerusalem. 

16 There went with us also certain of the 
disciples of Caesarea, and brought with them 
one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with 
whom we should lodge. 

17 YJ ™ And when we were come to Jerusa- 


k Chap. xx. 24. 1 Matt. vi. 10; xxvi. 42; Luke xi. 2; xxii. 
42,——™ Chap, xv, 4. n Chap. xv, 13; Gal. i. 19; ii. 9. 


CHAP. XXI. 


and comes to Jerusatem 


lem, the brethren received us 4.,M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
gladly. An. Olymp. 

18 And the day following, Paul ee eet 
went in with us unto "James; and all the 
elders were present. 

19 And when he had saluted them, ° he 
declared particularly what things God had 
wrought among the Gentiles ? by his ministry. 

20 And when they heard zt, they glorified 
the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, 
brother, how many thousands of Jews there 
are which believe; and they are all 4 zeal- 
ous of the law : 

21 And they are informed of thee, that thou 
teachest all the Jews which are among the 
Gentiles, to forsake Moses, saying that * they 
ought not to circumcise thei children, neither 
to walk after the customs. 


© Chap. xv. 4, 12; Rom. xv. 18, 19.—PChap. i. 17; xx. 24. 
aChap, xxii. 3; Rom. x. 2; Gal. i. 14. rial ina seve Es 


showed thereby that they would attempt to destroy his 
life. This prediction of Agabus was literally fulfilled : 
see ver. 33. 

Verse 12. Besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. | 
For they all understood the prophecy to be conditional 
and contingent ; and that it was in Paul’s power to 
turn the scale. | 

Verse 13. I am ready, not to be bound only] He 
was resolute and determined ; but was under no con- 
straining necessity, See the note on ver. 4. 

Verse 14. The will of the Lord be done.] 
that which is most for his glory take place! 


May 
They 


plainly saw from the prophecy what would take place, 


if Paul went to Jerusalem ; and every one saw that he 
had power to go, or not to go. 

Verse 15. Took up our carriages] Atooxevacayevot; 
We made ourselves ready ; packed up our things; got 
our baggage in order. ‘This is what the text means. 

Verse 16. And brought with them one Mnason, §c.] 
It is not very likely that they would bring a man with 
them with whom they were to lodge in Jerusalem ; 
therefore, the text should perhaps be read as Bp. 
Patrick proposes: There went with us certain of the 
disciples of Caesarea, bringing us to one Mnason, with 
whom we were to lodge. This is most likely, as the 
text will bear this translation. But it is possible that 
Mnason, formerly of Cyprus, now an inhabitant of 
Jerusalem, might have been down at Cesarea, met 
the disciples, and invited them to lodge with him 
while they were at Jerusalem ; and, having transacted 
his business at Cesarea, might now accompany them 
to Jerusalem. His being an old disciple may either 
refer to his having been a very early convert, probably 
one of those on the day of pentecost, or to his being 
now an old man. 

Verse 18. Went in with us unto James] This 
was James the Less, son of Mary, and cousin to our 
Lord. He appears to have been bishop of the Church 
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in Jerusalem, and perhaps the only apostle who con- 
tinued in that city. We have already seen what a 
very important character he sustained in the council. 
See chap. xv. 13. 

All the elders were present.| It appears that they 
had been convened about matters of serious and im- 
portant moment; and some think it was relative to 
Paul himself, of whose arrival they had heard, and 
well knew how many of those that believed were dis- 
affected towards him. 

Verse 19. Declared particularly, gc.] He no 
doubt had heard that they were prejudiced against 
him; and, by declaring what God had done by him 
among the Gentiles, showed how groundless this pre- 
judice was: for, were he a bad man, or doing any 
thing that he should not do, God would not have made 
him such a singular instrument of so much good. 

Verse 20. How many thousands] Tocat pupradec ; 
How many myriads, how many times 10,000. This 
intimates that there had been a most extraordinary and 
rapid work even among the Jews; but what is here 
spoken is not to be confined to the Jews of Jerusalem, 
but to all that had come from different parts of the 
land to be present at this pentecost. 

They are all zealous of the law) The Jewish 
economy was not yet destroyed ; nor had God as yet 
signified that the whole of its observances were done 
away. He continued to tolerate that dispensation, 
which was to be in a certain measure in force till the 
destruction of Jerusalem; and from that period it was 
impossible for them to observe their own ritual. Thus 
God abolished the Mosaic dispensation, by rendering, 
in the course of his providence, the observance of it 
impossible. 

Verse 21. Thou teachest—to forsake Moses, §c.] 
From any thing that appears in the course of this 
book to the contrary, this information was incorrect : 
we do not find Paul preaching thus to the Jews. It 
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On the advice of the brethren, 


A. M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


22 What is it therefore ? the 
multitude must needs come to- 
gether: for they will hear that 
thou art come. 

23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: 
We have four men which have a vow on 
them ; 

24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, 
and be at charges with them, that they may 
‘shave their heads: and all may know that 
those things, whereof they were informed con- 


5 Num. vi. 2,13, 18; chap. xviii. 18. 


is true that, in his epistles, some of which had been 
written before this time, he showed that circumcision 
and uncireumcision were equally unavailable for the 
salvation, of the soul, and that by the deeds of the 
law no man could be justified; but he had not yet 
said to any Jew, forsake Moses, and do not circumcise 
your children. He told them that Jesus Christ had 
delivered them from the yoke of the law; but they 
had, as yet, liberty to wear that yoke, if they pleased. 
He had shown them that their ceremonies were use- 
less but not destructive ; that they were only dan- 
gerous when they depended on them for salvation. 
This is the sum of what Paul had taught on this 
subject. 

Verse 22. The multitude must needs come together] 
Whether this refers to a regular convocation of the 
Church, or to a tumult that would infallibly take place 
when it was heard that the apostle was come, we 
cannot pretend to say; but it is evident that James 
and the elders wished some prudent steps to be taken, 
in order to prevent an evil that they had too much 
reason to fear. 

Verse 23. We have four men which have a vow] 
From the shaving of the head, mentioned immediately 
after, it is evident that the four men in question were 
under the vow of Nazariteship; and that the days of 
their vow were nearly at an end, as they were about 
to shave their heads ; for, during the time of the Na- 
zariteship, the hair was permitted to grow, and only 
shaven off at the termination of the vow. Among the 
Jews, it was common to make vows to God on extra- 
ordinary oceasions ; and that of the Nazarite appears 
to have been one of the most common ; and it was 
permitted by their law for any person to perform this 
vow by proxy. See the law produced in my note on 
Num. vi. 21. “It was also customary for the richer 
sort to bestow their charity on the poorer sort for this 
purpose ; for Josephus, Ant, lib, xix. cap. 6, sec. 1, 
observes that Agrippa, on his being advanced from a 
prison to a throne, by the Emperor Claudius, came to 
Jerusalem ; and there, among other instances of his 
religious thankfulness shown in the temple, Na¢apacov 
Supacbat dtetage waka ovyvove, he ordered very many 
Nazarites to be shaven, he furnishing them with money 
for the expenses of that, and of the sacrifices necessa- 
rily attending it.” See Bp. Pearce. 

Verse 24. Beat charges with them] Or, rather, de 
at charges for them: help them to bear the expense 
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THE ACTS. 


Paul purifies himself in the temple 


A. M. cir. 4064. 
but ee pele. 60 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


cerning thee, are nothing ; 
that thou thyself. also walkest 
orderly, and keepest the law. § —W 
25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, 
twe have written and concluded: that they 
observe no such thing, save only that they keep 
themselves from things offered to idols, and 
from blood, and from strangled, and from for- 
nication. : 
26 Then Paul took the men, and the next 
day purifying himself with them * entered into 


t Chap. xv. 20, 29. 


4 Chap. xxiv. 18. 


Eight lambs, four rams, besides oil, 
See 


of that vow. 
flour, &c., were the expenses on this occasion. 
the notes on Num. vi. : 

Thou—walkest orderly and keepest the law.] Per- 
haps this advice meant no more than, Show them, by 
such means as are now in thy power, that thou art not 
an enemy to Moses; that thou dost still consider the 
law to be holy, and the commandment holy, just, and 
good. Paul did so, and bore the expenses of those 
who, from a scruple of conscience, had made a vow, 
and perhaps were not well able to bear the expense 
attending it. Had they done this in order to acquire 
justification through the law, Paul could not have as- 
sisted. them in any measure with a clear conscience ; 
but, as he did assist them, it is a proof that they had 
not taken this vow on them for this purpose. Indeed, 
vows rather referred to a sense of obligation, and the 
gratitude due to God for mercies already received, 
than to the procuring of future favours of any kind. 
Besides, God had not yet fully shown that the law 
was abolished, as has already been remarked : he tole- 
rated it till the time that the iniquity of the Jews was 
filled up; and then, by the destruction of Jerusalem, 
he swept every rite and ceremony of the Jewish law 
away, with the besom of destruction. 

Verse 25. As touching the Gentiles] See the notes 
on chap. xv., and the additional observations at the 
end of that chapter. 

Verse 26. To signify the accomplishment, ¢c.] 
AvayyeAdwv, Declaring the accomplishment, &c. As 
this declaration was made to the priest, the sense of 
the passage is the following, if we suppose Paul to 
have made an offering for himself, as well as the four 
men: “ The next day, Paul, taking the four men, be- 
gan to purify, set himself apart, or consecrate himself 
with them ; entering into the temple, he publicly de- 
clared to the priests that he would observe the sepa- 
ration of a Nazarite, and continue it for seven days, 
at the end of which he would bring an offering for 
himself and the other four men, according to what the 
law prescribed in that case.” But it is likely that 
Paul made no offering for himself, but was merely at 
the expense of theirs. However we may consider 
this subject, it is exceedingly difficult to account for 
the conduct of James and the elders, and of Paul on 
this occasion. There seems to have been something 
in this transaction which we do not fully understand. 
See the note on Num. vi. 21. 
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The Jews of Asia raise a tumult, 


A.M. cir. 4064. 

. D. cir. 60. the tem 
An, Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


ple, ‘to signify the ac- 
complishment of the days of 
purification, until that an offering 
should be offered for every one of them. 

27 9 And when the seven days were almost 
ended, ¥ the Jews which were of Asia, when 
they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the 
people, and * laid hands on him, 

28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help: This is 
the man, ¥ that teacheth all men every where 
against the people, and the law, and this place: 


CHAP. XXI. 


wad seize upon Paul. 


and farther, brought Greeks also ee cir, 4064. 
a . D. cir. 60. 
into the temple, and hath polluted — An. Olym 
this holy place. Puna 8 

29 (For they had seen before with him in 
the city 7 Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they 
supposed that Paul had brought into the 
temple.) 

30 And “all the city was moved, and the 
people ran together: and they took Paul, and 
drew him out of the temple: and forthwith 
the doors were shut. 


p- 
4. 


vy Num. vi. 13. —-* Chap. xxiy. 18. 


x Chap. xxvi. 21. 


‘‘ Besides their typical and religious use, sacrifices 
were also intended for the support of the state and 
civil government ; inasmuch as the ministers of state 
were chiefly maintained by them: so that the allot- 
ments to the priests out of the sacrifices may be con- 
sidered as designed, like the civil-list money in other 
nations, for the immediate support of the crown and 
the officers of state. On these principles we are able 
to account for Paul’s sacrificing, as we are informed 
he did, after the commencement of the Christian dis- 
pensation ; an action which has been severely cen- 
sured by some as the greatest error of his life: hereby 
he not only gave, say they, too much countenance to 
the Jews in their superstitious adherence to the law of 
Moses, after it was abrogated by Christ, but his offer- 
ing these typical sacrifices, after the antitype of them 
was accomplished in the sacrifice of Christ, was a vir- 
tual denial of Christ, and of the virtue of his sacrifice, 
which superseded all others. Paul’s long trouble, 
which began immediately after this affair, some have 
looked upon as a judgment of God upon him for this 
great offence. But, if this action were really so cri- 
minal as some suppose, one cannot enough wonder that 
so good and so wise a man as Paul was should be guilty 
of it; and that the Apostle James and the other Chris- 
tian elders should all advise him to it, ver. 18, 23, 24. 
{t is likewise strange that we find no censure ever 
passed on this action by any of the sacred writers ; 
not even by Paul himself, who appears so ready, on 
other occasions, to acknowledge and humble himself 
for his errors and failings: on the contrary he reflects 
with comfort on his having complied with the customs 
of the Jews in order to remove their prejudices against 
him and his ministry, and against the Gospel which 
he preached, and to win them over to embrace it : 
‘Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; and this I do for the Gospel’s sake.’— 
1 Cor. ix. 20, 23. 

- “To elucidate this point, we are to consider that 
there was a political as well as a typical use of sacri- 
fices; and that, though the typical ceased upon the 
sacrifice of Christ, yet the political continued till God 
in his providence broke up the Jewish state and polity 
about forty years after our Saviour’s death. Till that 
time it was not merely lawful, but matter of duty, for 
good subjects to pay the dues which were appointed by 
law for the support of the government and magistracy. 


y Chap. xxiv. 5, 6. 


z Chap. xx. 4. 


a Chap. xxvi. 21. 


Now, of this kind was the sacrifice which Paul offer- 
ed; and in this view they were paid by Christians 
dwelling in Judea, as well as by those who still ad- 
hered to the Jewish religion. So that, upon the 
whole, this action, for which Paul has been so much 
censured, probably amounts to nothing more than pay- 
ing the tribute due to the magistrate by law, which the 
apostle enjoins upon all other Christians in all other 
nations, Rom. xiii. 6.”—Jennings’ Jewish Antiquities, 
pely: 

Verse 27. The Jews which were of Asia] These 
pursued him with the most deliberate and persevering 
malice in every place; and it appears that it was 
through them that the false reports were sent to and 
circulated through Jerusalem. 

Verse 28. Thisis the man that teacheth, gc.] As 
much as if they had said: This is the man concern- 
ing whom we wrote to you; who in every place en- 
deavours to prejudice the Gentiles against the Jews, 
against the Mosaic law, and against the temple and its 
services. 

Brought Greeks also into the temple] This was 
a most deliberate and malicious untruth: Paui could 
accomplish no purpose by bringing any Greek or 
Gentile into the temple; and their having seen Tro- 
phimus, an Ephesian, with him, zm the city only, was 
no ground on which to raise a slander that must so 
materially affect both their lives. Josephus informs 
us, War, lib. v. cap. 5, sec. 2, that on the wall which 
separated the court of the Gentiles from that of the 
Israelites was an inscription in Greek and Latin 
letters, which stated that no stranger was permilied 
to come within the holy place on pain of death. With 
such a prohibition as this before his eyes, was it likely 
that St. Paul would enter into the temple in company 
with an uncircumcised Greek? The calumny refutes 
itself. 

Verse 30. They took Paul] They tumultuously 
seized on him; and drew him out of the temple, out 
of the court of the Israelites, where he was worship- 
ping: and—the doors were shut; the doors of the 
court of the Gentiles, probably to prevent Paul from 
getting any succour from his friends in the city ; for 
their whole proceedings show that they purposed to 
murder him : they brought him out of the court of the 
Israclites, that court being peculiarly holy, that it 
might not be defiled by his blood; and they shut the 
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THE 


aul is rescued from the 


A. M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. + 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4 


31 And as they went about to 
kill him, tidings came unto the 
chief captain of the band, that all 
Jerusalem was in an uproar. 

32 » Who immediately took soldiers and 
centurions, and ran down unto them : and when 
they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, 
they left beating of Paul. 

33 'Then the chief captain came near, and 
took him, and © commanded him to be bound 
with two chains ; and demanded who he was, 
and what he ad done. 

34 And some cried one thing, some mannatrer, 
among the multitude: and when he could not 
know the certainty for the tumult, he com- 


ACTS. mob by the chief captain. 

manded him to be carried into 4: hy, che 400% 
An. Ol 

the castle, ae Olme., 


35 And when he came upon 
the stairs, so it was, that he was bore of the 
soldiers for the violence of the people. 

36 For the multitude of the people followed 
after, crying, ¢ Away with him. 

37 9 And as Paul was to be led into the castle, 
he said unto the chief captain, May I speak 
unto thee ? Who said, Canst thou speak Greek ? 

38 ° Art not thou that Egyptian, A. ihe 4059. 
which before these days madest | 
an uproar, and leddest out into 
the wilderness four thousand men that were 
murderers ? 


cir. CCIX 


b Chap. xxiii..27; xxiv. 7. © Ver. 11; chap. xx. 23. 


court of the Gentiles, that they might have the oppor- 
tunity unmolested of killing him in that place ; for the 
court of the Gentiles was reckoned to be less holy than 
than that of the Israelites. 

Verse 31. The chief captain of the band] The Ro- 
man tribune, who had a troop of soldiers under him, 
which lodged in general in the castle of Antonia, 
which was built at the angle where the northern and 
western porticoes of the outer court of the temple were 
joined together. This castle was built by John Hyr- 
canus, high priest of the Jews: it was at first called 
Baris, and was the royal residence of the Asmoneans, 
as long as they reigned in Jerusalem. It was beau- 
tified by Herod the Great, and called Antonia, in 
honour of his friend Mark Antony. By this castle 
the temple was commanded, as it stood on higher 
ground. Josephus describes this castle, War, b. vy. 
chap. 5, sec. 8, “as having four towers, from one of 
which the whole temple was overlooked ; and that 
one of the towers was joined to the porticoes of the 
temple, and had a double pair of stairs from it, by which 
soldiers in the garrison were used to come down with 
their arms to the porticoes, on the festival days, to 
keep the people quiet ; for, as the temple was a guard 
to the city, so this castle was a guard to the temple.” 
“Tt seems, therefore,” says Bp. Pearce, “to me 
very plain, that the place where the Jews were about 
to kill Paul was the court of the Gentiles, the porti- 
coes being there; and that the chief captain came 
down there to his rescue.” The name of this chief 
captain, or tribune, was Claudius Lysias, as we learn 
from chap. xxill. 26. 

Verse 32. Ran down unto them] 
stairs to the porticoes mentioned above. 

Verse 33. And took him] With great violence, ac- 
cording to chap. xxiv. 7, probably meaning an armed 
force. 

To be bound with two chains] To be bound between 
two soldiers ; his right hand chained to the left hand 
of the one, and his left hand to the right of the other. 
See the note on chap. xii. 6. 

Verse 35. And when he came upon the stairs] 
Ihose mentioned in the note on ver. 31. 
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Ran down the 


€ See ch. v.36 


4 Luke xxiii. 18; John xix. 15; ch. xxii. 22. 


Verse 36. Away with him.] ‘That is, Kill him ; 
despatch him! for so much this phrase always means 
in the mouth of a Jewish mob. See on Luke xxiii. 
18, and John xix. 15. 

Verse 37. Canst thou speak Greek?] Claudius 
Lysias was not a Roman; he had, as himself informs 
us, purchased his citizenship of Rome with a great 
sum of money; (see chap. xxii. 28 ;) and it is very 
likely that he was but imperfectly acquainted with the 
Latin tongue ; and the tumult that was now made, and 
the discordant noise, prevented him from clearly ap- 
prehending what was said ; and, as he wished to know 
the merit of the cause, he accosted Paul with, ‘EAA7- 
vist yiwwokerc, Dost thou understand Greek? And 
when he found that he did understand it, he proceeded 
to question him as below. 

Verse 38. Art not thou that Egyptian, ¢c.] The 
history to which Claudius Lysias refers is taken from 
Josephus, Ant. lib. xx. cap. 7, sec. 6, and War, lib. 
li. cap. 13, sec. 5, and is in substance as follows: An 
Egyptian, whose name is not known, pretended to bea 
prophet, and told his followers that the walls of Jeru- 
salem would fall down before them, if they would 
assist him in making an attack on the city. He had 
address enough to raise a rabble of 30,000 men, and 
with these advanced as far as the Mount of Olives; 
but Felix, the Roman governor, came suddenly upon 
him, with a large body of Roman troops. both infantry 
and cavalry: the mob was speedily dispersed, four 
hundred killed, two hundred taken prisoners, and the 
Egyptian himself, with some of his most faithful 
friends, escaped; of whom no account was ever after- 
wards heard. As Lysias found such an outcry made 
against Paul, he supposed that he must be some egre- 
gious malefactor, and probably that Egyptian who had 
escaped, as related above. Learned men agree that 
St. Luke refers to the same fact of which Josephus 
speaks ; but there is a considerable difference between 
the numbers in Josephus, and those in Luke : the for- 
mer having 30,000, the latter only 4000. The small 
number of killed and prisoners, only 600 in all, accord- 
ing to Josephus, leads us to suspect that his num- 
ber is greatly exaggerated ; as 600 in killed and pri- 
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Paul obtains permission CHAP 


.M. cir. 406 i 
Ad Dae © 389 pBut/ Paul esaid, fT) dmya 
An. Olymp. man which am a Jew of Tarsus, 


cir. CCIX. 4, : 5 ae aie 
—— aacrlyuins, Ciliciagye icitizen, .of 


no mean city: and, I beseech thee, suffer me 
to speak unto the people. 
40 And when he had given him license, 


. XXII. to address the people. 


Pauls stood ony the stairs, and 4-M. cir. 4064. 


§ A. D. cir. 60. 
& beckoned with the hand = An. Olymip 
unto the people. And when Pies 52 
there was made a_ great silence, he 


spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, 
saying, 


f Chap. ix. 11; xxii. 3. 


soners of a mob of 30,000, routed by regular infantry 
and cavalry, is no kind of proportion; but it is a suf- 
ficient proportion to a mob of 4000. Dean Aldridge 
has supposed that the number in Josephus was ori- 
ginally 4000, but that ancient copyists mistaking the 
Greek A delta, four, for A lambda, thirty, wrote 30,000, 
instead of 4000. See Havercamp’s edition, vol. ii. p. 
177. There is another way of reconciling the two 
historians, which is this: When this Egyptian impos- 
tor at first began to make great boasts and large pro- 
mises, a multitude of people, to the amount at least of 
30,000, weary of the Roman yoke, from which he pro- 
mised them deliverance, readily arranged themselves 
under his banners. As he performed nothing that he 
promised, 26,000 of these had melted away before he 
reached Mount Olivet: this remnant the Romans at- 
tacked and dispersed. Josephus speaks of the number 
he had in the beginning; St. Luke, of those that he 
had- when he arrived at Mount Olivet. 

That were murderers ?] Xxapiwov: Sicarii, assassins : 
they derived their name from sica, a sort of crooked 
knife, which they concealed under their garments, and 
privately stabbed the objects of their malice. Josephus. 

Verse 39. I ama man which am a Jew] A peri- 
phrasis for, I am a Jew. See the note on chap. Vil. 2. 

Of Tarsus—no mean city] In the notes on chap. 
ix. 11, I have shown that Tarsus was a city of con- 
siderable importance, and in some measure a rival to 
Rome and Athens; and that, because of the services 
rendered to the Romans by the inhabitants, Julius 
Cesar endowed them with all the rights and privileges 
of Roman citizens. When St. Paul calls it no mean 
culty, he speaks a language that was common to those 
who have had occasion to speak of Tarsus. XENo- 
puon, Cyri Anabas. i., calls it, TOA peyaany Kat 
evdaipova, a great and flourishing city. JOSEPHUS, 
Ant. lib. i. cap. 6, sec. 6, says that it was map’ avrore 
rev ToAewy 4 aftoAoywraTy pntpotoAte ovea, the metro- 
polis and most renowned city among them (the Cili- 
cians.) And Ammranus MarceLtinvs, xiv. 8, says, 
Ciliciam Tarsus nobilitat, urbs perspicabilis: “ 'Tar- 
sus, a very respectable city, adorns Cilicia.” 

Verse 40. Paul stood on the stairs} Where he was 


& Chap. xi. 17, 


out of the reach of the mob, and was surrounded by 
the Roman soldiers. 

Beckoned with the hand] Waving the hand, which 
was the sign that he was about to address the people. 
So Virew says of Turnus, when he wished, by single 
combat between himself and Aineas, to put an end to 
the war :— 


Significatque manu, et magno simul incipit ore : 
Parcite jam, Rutuli; et vos tela inhibete, Latini. 


He beckoned with his hand, and cried out with 
a loud voice, b 

Desist, ye Rutulians; and, ye Latins, cease from 
throwing your javelins. 


He spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue] What 
was called then the Hebrew, viz. the Chaldeo-Syriac ; 
very well expressed by the Codex Beze, rp wie .a- 
Aextw, in their own dialect. 

Never was there a more unnatural division than 
that in this chapter: it ends with a single comma! 
The best division would have been at the end of the 
25th verse. 


Pauy’s embarkation at Tyre is very remarkable. 
The simple manner in which he was escorted to the 
ship by the disciples of Tyre, men, women, and chil- 
dren, and their affectionate and pious parting, kneeling 
down on the shore and commending each other to 
God, are both impressive and edifying. Nothing but 
Christianity could have produced such a spirit in per- 
sons who now, perhaps for the first time, saw each 
other in the flesh. Every ‘rue Christian is a child of 
God; and, consequently, all children of God have a 
spiritual affinity. They are all partakers of the same 
Spirit, are united to the same Head, are actuated with 
the same hope, and are going to the same heaven. 
These love one another with pure hearts fervently ; 
and these alone are capable of disinterested and last- 
ing friendship. Though this kind of friendship cannot 
fail, yet it may err; and with officious affection en- 
deavour to prevent us from bearing a necessary and 
most honourable cross. See verses 12,13. It should, 
therefore, be kept within Scriplural bounds 


CHAPTER XXII. 


Paul, in his address to the people, gives an account of his birth and education, 1-3. 
Christianity, 4, 5. And of his miraculous conversion, 


ing him say that God had sent him to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, ‘ 
The chief captain orders him to be examined by scourging ; but he, 


escapes the torture, 24-29. 
brings Paul before the chief priests and their council, 30. 
1 


and clamour for his life, 22, 23. 
pleading his privilege as a Roman citizen, 


His prejudices against 
and call to the apostleship, 6-21. The Jews, hear- 
become exceedingly outrageous, 


The next day the chief captain 
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Paul, in his address, THE 


A.M. cir. 4064. MEN , *brethren, and fathers, 


A. D. cir. 60. ; 
An. Olymp. hear ye my defence, which 
cir. CCIX. 4. 
——__——. I make now unto you. 


2 (And when they heard that he spake in 
the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the 
more silence: and he saith,) 

3 »I am verily a man which am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, @ city in Cilicia, yet brought 
up in this city ° at the feet of 4 Gamaliel, and 
taught * according to the perfect manner of 
the law of the fathers, and ‘ was zealous to- 


ACTS. gives an account of himself. 
bya God, as ye all are this “ND en 8. 
ay. An. Olyimp. 
7 CCIX. 4. 

4 “AndI persecuted this way —“————. 


unto the death, binding and delivering into 
prisons both men and women ; 3 

5 As also the high priest doth bear me wit- 
ness, and i all the estate of the elders: * from 
whom also I received letters unto the bre- 
thren, and went to Damascus, to bring them 
which were there, bound unto Jerusalem, for 
to be punished. 


a Chap. vii. 2—— Chap. xxi. 39; 2 Cor. xi. 22; Phil. iii. 5. 
¢ Deut. xxxili. 3; 2 Kings iv. 38; Luke x. 39.4 Chap. v. 34. 
e Chap. xxvi. 5.——! Chap. xxi. 20; Gal. i. 14. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXII. 

Verse 1. Men, brethren, and fathers! A Hebrew 
form of expression for brethren and fathers: for two 
classes only are addressed. See the note on chap. 
vii: 2. 

Hear ye my defence] Mov tne anodoyiac, This 
apology of mine; in this sense the word apology was 
anciently understood: hence the Apologies of the 
primitive fathers, i. e. their defences of the Christian 
religion. 
it is now used only as implying an excuse for improper 


conduct. That this is an abuse of the term requires 
no proof. 
Verse 2. When they heard that he spake in the 


Hebrew tongue] He had probably been traduced by 
the Jews of Asia as a mere Gentile, distinguished only 
by his virulence against the Jewish religion; which 
virulence proceeded from his malice and ignorance. 

Verse 3. I am verily a man which am a Jew] A 
periphrasis for, Iam really a Jew : and his mentioning 
this adds weight to the conjecture in the preceding 
note. He shows that he could not be ignorant of the 
Jewish religion, as he had had the best instructer in it 
which Jerusalem could produce. 

Yet brought up, gc.] Bp. Pearce proposes that this 
verse should be thus read and translated: but brought 
up in this city; instructed at the feet of Gamaliel, 
according to the most exact manner, being exceedingly 
eealous for the law of our fathers, as ye all are this day. 

Born in Tarsus] See the notes on chap. ix. 11, 
and xxi. 39. 

Feet of Gamaliel] See a full account of this man 
in the note on chap. v. 34. 

It has been generally supposed that the phrase, 
brought up at the feet, is a reference to the Jewish 
custom, viz. that the disciples of the rabbins sat on 
low seats, or on the ground, whilst the rabbin himself 
occupied a lofty chair. But we rather learn, from 
Jewish authority, that the disciples of the rabbins 
stood before their teachers, as Vitringa has proved in 
his treatise De Synag. Vet. lib. i. p. 1, cap. 7. Kypke, 
therefore, contends that apa rove modac, at the feet, 
means the same as 7Ayovov, near, or before, which is 
not an unfrequent mode of speech among both sacred 
and profane writers. Thus, in chap. iv. 35, 37 ; chap. 
Vv. 2, eriGovy rapa Tove Todag Tw anocodwy, they laid it 
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And this is its proper literal meaning; but. 


Rom. x. 2—)Chap. viii. 3; xxvi.9, 10 1; Phil. iii. 6; 
1 Tim. i. 13.— i Luke xxii. 66; chap. iv. &.—— Chap. ix. 2; 
xxvi. 10, 12. 


at the apostles’ feet, means only, they brought it to the 
apostles. Soin 2 Maccab. iv. 7, mapa rodag dn tov 
donv édpwovtec keysevov, they saw death already lyimg at 
their feet ; that is, as the Syriac translator has pro- 
perly rendered it, they saw death immediately before 
them. So Themistius, Or. 27, p. 341, who adds the 
term by which the phrase is explained, est kat tAnovov 
aet TY dvvayevrw AauBaverv, ante pedes id semper et 
prope est, wll. qui accipere potest. Also Lucian, De 
Conscr. Hist. p. 669, ov mapa rodac of eAeyyot. The 
refutation of which is at hand. The same kind of 
form occurs in the Hebrew, Exod. xi. 8: All the 
people that are at thy feet, youn beragleica, i. e. who 
are with thee, under thy command, 2 Sam. xv. 16. And 
the king went out, and ali his household, yours beraglaw, 
at his feet ; that is, with him, in his company. See 
Kypke. The phrase is used in the same sense among 
the Hindoos: Ilearned this at my father’s feet-—instead 
of, I learned it of my father. I was taught at the feet 
of such a teacher—my teacher's feet say so; meaning, 
simply, such and such persons taught me. 

According to the perfect manner] That is, accord 
ing to that strict interpretation of the law, and espe- 
cially the traditions of the elders, for which the Phari- 
sees were remarkable. That it is Pharisaism that 
the apostle has in view, when he says he was taught 
according to, axpiBevav, the most exact manner, is evi 
dent ; and hence, in chap. xxvi. 5, he calls Pharisaism 
axpiBecatnyv, the most exact system; and, under it, he 
was zealous towards God ; scrupulously exact in every 
part of his duty, accompanying this with reverence to 
the supreme Being, and deep concern for his honour 
and glory. 

Verse 4. I persecuted this way] Tavrnv rnyv ddov, 
This doctrine, this way of worshipping God, and arriv 
ing at a state of blessedness. See on chap. ix. 2. 

Binding and delivering into prisons] See on chap. 
Vi: Ss 1x. 2. 

Verse 5. The high priest doth bear me witness, &c.] 
He probably referred to the letters of authority which 
he had received from the high priest, and the whole 
estate of the elders, rav to npeoButepiov, the whole of 
the presbytery, that is, the sanhedrin ; and it is likely, 
that he had those letters to produce. This zeal of 
his against Christianity was an ample proof of his 
sincerity as a Pharisaical Jew. 
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Paul gives an account of his 


CHAP. 


A.M. cir. 4064. i 
Dehveot wt Andy} it came to pass, that, 
An. Olymp. as I made my journey, and was 


cir. CCIX, 4. 


come nigh unto Damascus about 
noon, suddenly there shone from heaven 
a great light round about me. 

7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a 
voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou me? 

8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecutest. 

9 And ™ they that were with me saw indeed 
the light, and were afraid; but they heard 
not the voice of him that spake to me. 

10 And I said, What shall I do, Lord? 
And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into 
Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of 
all things which are appointed for thee to do. 

11 And when I could not see for the glory 
of that light, being led by the hand of them 
that were with me, I came into Damascus. 

12 And ® one Ananias, a devout man accord- 
ing to the law, ° having a good report of all 
the ? Jews which dwelt there, 

13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto 
me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the 


XXII. conversion, and other matters. 
same hour I looked up upon him. 4.,M. cir. 4064. 
. D. cir. 60: 


14 And he said, 4'The God of An. Olymp. 
our fathers * hath chosen thee, aaa ae 
that thou shouldest know his will, and * see 
‘ that Just One, and " shouldest hear the voice 
of his mouth. 

15 ¥ For thou shalt be his witness unto all 
men of * what thou hast seen and heard. 

16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and 
be baptized, * and wash away thy sins, ¥ calling 
on the name of the Lord. 

17 And 7it came to pass, that, when I was 
come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed 
in the temple, I was in a trance; 

18 And * saw him saying unto me, > Make 
haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem : 
for they will not receiyé thy testimony concern- 
ing me. 

19 And I said, Lord, ¢ they know that I 
imprisoned and ‘beat in every synagogue 
them that believed on thee: - 

20 * And when the blood of thy martyr Ste- 
phen was shed, I also was standing by, and 
f consenting unto his death, and kept the rai- 
ment of them that slew him. 

21 And he said unto me, Depart: § for I 


1Chap. ix. 3; xxvi. 12, 13——™Chap. ix. 7; Dan. x. 7. 
1 Chap. ix. 17. © Chap. x. 22. P1 Tim. iii. 7,—\4 Chap. in. 
13; v. 30— Chap. ix. 15; xxvi. 16——*1 Cor. ix. 1; xv. 8. 
4] Cor. xi. 23; Gal. 1.12. ¥ Chap. 
x Ch. ii. 38 ; Heb. x. 22. 


t Chap. iii. 14; vii. 52. c 
xxiii. 11.—w Chap. iv. 20 ; xxvi. 16. 


Verses 6-13. As I made my journey, &c.] See 
the whole of this account, and all the particular cir- 
cumstances, considered at large in the notes on chap. 
ix. 1, &c., and the observations at the conclusion of 
that chapter. 

Verse 14. And see that Just One] The Lord Jesus, 
called the Just One, in opposition to the Jews, who 
crucified him as a malefactor: see the note on chap. 
vii. 52. This is an additional proof that Jesus Christ 
did actually appear unto Saul of Tarsus. 

Verse 15. Thou shalt be his witness unto all] Thou 
shalt proclaim Christ crucified, both to Jews and 
Gentiles. 

Verse 16. Arise, and be baptized] Take now the 
profession of Christ’s faith most solemnly upon thee, 
by being baptized in the name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

Wash away thy sins, &c.] Let this washing of thy 
body represent to thee the washing away of thy sins: 
and know that this washing away of sin can be re- 
ceived only by invoking the name of the Lord. 

Verse 17. When I was come again to Jerusalem] 
It is likely that he refers to the first journey to Jeru- 
salem, about three years after his conversion, chap. ix. 
25, 26, and Gal. i. 18. 

I was in a trance] This circumstance is not men- 

Vou. I. ( 55 ) 


y Chap. ix. 14; Rom. x. 13. 


z Chap. ix. 26; 2 Cor. xii. 2: 
a Ver. 14. 


b Matt. x. 14.—=< Ver. 4.4 Matt. x. 17. eCh, 
vii. 58. Luke xi. 48; chap. viii. 1; Rom. i. 32.—s Chap. 
ix. 155 xiil. 2, 46,47; xviii.6; xxvi. 17; Rom. i. 5; xi.13; xv. 
16; Gal. i. 15, 16; ii. 7,8; Eph. iii. 7,8; 1 Tim. ii.7 ; 2 Tim.i. 11. 


tioned any where else, unless it be that to which him- 
self refers in 2 Cor. xii. 2—4, when he conceived him- 
self transported to the third heaven; and, if the case 
be the same, the appearance of Jesus Christ to him, 
and the command given, are circumstances related only 
in this place. 

Verse 19. I imprisoned and beat in every syna- 
gogue] This shows what an active instrument Saul 
of Tarsus was, in the hands of this persécuting priest- 
hood, and how very generally the followers of Christ 
were persecuted, and how difficult it was at this time 
to profess Christianity. 

Verse 20. When the blood of thy martyr Slephen 
was shed| See on chap. vii. 58; viii. 1. All these 
things Paul alleged as reasons wliy he could not expect 
to be received. by the Christians ; for how could they 
suppose that such a persecutor could be converted ? 

Verse 21. I will send thee far hence unto the Gen- 
tiles.| This was the particular appointment of St. 
Paul : he was the apostle of the Gentiles ; for, though 
he preached frequently to the Jews, yet to preach the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, and to write for the conversion 
and establishment of the Gentile world, were his pecu- 
har destination. Hence we find him and his compa- ~ 
nions travelling every where ; through Judea, Pheni-. 
cia, Arabia, Syria, Cilicia, Pisidia, Lycaoma, Pam- 
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The people become furious, 


A.M. cir. 4064. wil] send thee far hence unto the 

A. D. cir. 60. 

An. Olymp. Gentiles. 
meee YD SP Aid they gave him au- 
dience unto this word, and then lifted up their 
voices, and said, Away with such a fellow 
from the earth: for it is not fit that ‘he 
should live. 

23 And as they cried out, and cast off ther 
clothes, and threw dust into the air, 

24 The chief captain commanded him to be 
brought into the castle, and bade that he 
should be examined by scourging; that he 
might know wherefore they cried so against 
him. 


THE ACTS. 


and seek to destroy Paul. 


25 4 And as they bound bine ee 
with thongs, Paul said unto the Pa Oanp 
centurion that stood by, *Is it 
lawful for you to scourge a man that is a 
Roman, and uncondemned ? 

26 When the centurion heard that, he went 
and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed 
what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 

27 Then the chief captain came, and said 
unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He 
said, Yea. 

28 And the chief captain answered, With a 
great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul 
said, But I was free born. 


h Chap. xxi. 36——1 Chap. xxy. 24. » 


phylia, Galatia, Phrygia, * Macedonia, Greece, Asia, 
the Isles of the Mediterranean Sea, the Isles of the 
ZEigean Sea, Italy, and some add Spam and even 
Britain. This was the diocess of this primitive bishop: 
none of the apostles travelled, none preached, none 
laboured as this man; and, we may add, none was so 
greatly owned of God. The epistles of Peter, John, 
James, and Jude, are great and excellent; but, when 
compared with those of Paul, however glorious they 
may be, they have no glory comparatively, by reason 
of that glory which excelleth. Next to Jesus Christ, 
St. Paul is the glory of the Christian Church. Jesus 
is the foundation ; Paul, the master-builder. 

Verse 22. They gave him audience unto this word] 
Namely, that God had sent him to the Gentiles: not 
that they refused to preach the Jaw to the Gentiles, 
and make them proselytes ; for this they were fond of 
doing, so that our Lord says, they compassed sea and 
land to make a proselyte; but they understood the 
apostle as stating that God had rejected them, and 
called the Gentiles to be his peculiar people in their 
place ; and this they could not bear. 

Away with such a fellow] According to the law 
of Moses, he who attempted to seduce the people to 
any strange worship was to be stoned, Deut. xiii. 15. 
The Jews wished to insinuate that the apostle was 
guilty of this crime, and that therefore he should be 
stoned, or put to death. 

Verse 23. Cast off their clothes] Bishop Pearce 
supposes that shaking their upper garments is all that 
is meant here; and that it was an ancient custom for 
men to do so when highly pleased or greatly irritated ; 
but it is likely that some of them were now actually 
throwing off their clothes, in order to prepare to 
stone Paul. 

Threw dust into the air] In sign of contempt, and 
by way of execration. Shimei acted so, in order to 
express his contempt of David, 2 Sam. xvi. 13, where 
it is said, he cursed him as he went, and threw stones 
at him; or, as the margin, he dusted him with dust. 
Their throwing dust in the air was also expressive 
of extraordinary rage and vindictive malice. The 
apostle, being guarded by the Roman soldiers, was out 
of the power of the mob; and their throwing dust in 

866 


k Chap. xvi. 37. 


the air not only showed their rage, but also their vea- 
ation that they could not get the apostle into their 
power. It is still used as a token of hostility and de- 
fiance. M. Denon, (Travels in Egypt, vol. ili. p. 98,) 
on coming down the Nile to Cairo, stopped at the an- 
cient city of Antinoé, to examine its ruins. “ Being 
desirous of obtaining a view of the whole of these ruins, 
we ascended a little hill, and soon perceived the in- 
habitants of the modern village assembling behind an 
opposite eminence: scarcely had we come over against 
them than, supposing our intentions to be hostile, they 
called out for assistance, and threw dust into the air, 
in token of defiance. The alarm spread, and they be- 
gan firing upon us.” 

Verse 24. Examined by scourging] As the chief 
captain did not understand the Hebrew language, he 
was ignorant of the charge brought against Paul, and 
ignorant also of the defence which the apostle had 
made; and, as he saw that they grew more and more 
outrageous, he supposed that Paul must have given 
them the highest provocation ; and therefore he deter- 
mined to put him to the torture, in order to find out 
the nature of his crime. The practice of putting people 
to the rack, in order to make them confess, has, to the 
disgrace of human nature, existed in all countries. 

Verse 25. And as they bound him, g&c.] They 
were going to tie him to a post, that they might 
scourge him. é 

Ts it lawful, gc.] The Roman law absolutely for- 
bade the dinding of a Roman citizen. See the note 
on chap. xvi. 37. 

Verse 28. With a great sum obtained I this free 
dom] So it appears that the freedom, even of Rome, 
might be purchased, and that it was sold at a very 
high price. 

But I was free born.] It has been generally be- 
lieved that the inhabitants of Tarsus, born in that city, 
had the same rights and privileges as Roman citizens, 
in consequence of a charter or grant from Julius Cesar. 
Calmet disputes this, because Tarsus was a free not a 
colonial city ; and he supposes that Paul's father might 
have been rewarded with the freedom of Rome for 
some military services, and that it was in consequence 
of this that Paul was born free. But that the city of 
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Paul secures his privilege as a 


CHAP. XXII. 


Roman, and escapes being scourged. 


AM. ci. 4064. 29 Then straightway they de-|known the ™certainty where- Wi tee 
. . re le 3 fs 5 . . CF: . 
An. Olymp. parted from him which should have | fore he was accused of the Jews, An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4, cir. CCIX. 4, 


‘examined him: andthe chief cap- 

tain also was afraid, after he knew that he was 

a Roman, and because he had bound him. 
30 4 On the morrow, because he would have 


1 Or, tortured him.——™ Chap. xxi, 35; xxili. 10, 28; xxv. 26. 


Tarsus had such privileges appears extremely probable. 
In chap. xxi. 39, Paul says he was born at Tarsus in 
Cilicia, and in this chap., ver. 28, he says he was 
free born; and, at ver. 26, he calls himself a Roman, 
as he does also chap. xvi. 37. From whence it has 
been concluded, with every show of reason, that Tar- 
sus, though no Roman colony, yet had this privilege 
granted to it, that its natives should be citizens of 
Rome. Puiny, in Hist. Nat. lib. v. 27, tells us that 
Tarsus was a free city. And Appian, De Bello Civil. 
lib. v. ps 1077, edit. Tollii, says that Antony, Tapoeac 
Ehevbepovg novet, Kat atedelc dopwv, made the people of 
Tarsus free, and discharged them from paying tribute. 
Dio Cassius, lib. xlvii. p. 508, edit. Reimar, farther 
tells us, Adeo Cesart priori, et ejus gratia etiam pos- 
teriort, favebant Tursenses, ut urbem suam pro 'Tarso 
JULIOPOLIN vocaverint: “that, for the affection which 
the people of Tarsus bore to Julius Cesar, and after- 
wards to Augustus, the former caused their city to be 
called Juliopolis.” The Greek text is as follows :— 
ovTw TpocgiAwe TY Katoape mpotepw, kat Ov’ exeLvoy Tw 
OevTepw, of Tapoere etyov, wce Kat lovAcomoAw ogag ar’ 
avTov /éTovopacal. 
Virt. vol. ii. p. 587, edit. Mang., makes Agrippa say 
to Caligula, giAwy eviwy marpidag drag Tyg ‘Papaixne 
niwwoac ToAttecac> You have made whole countries, to 
which your friends belong, to be citizens of Rome. 
See the note on chap. xxi. 39. These testimonies 
are of weight sufficient to show that Paul, by being 
born at Tarsus, might have been free orn, and a Ro- 
man. See Bishop Pearce on Acts xvi. 37. 

Verse 29. After he knew that he was a Roman) 
He who was going to scourge him durst not proceed to 
the torture when Paul declared himself to be a Roman. 
A passage from Cicero, Orat. pro Verr. Act. ii. lib. 
y. 64, throws the fullest light on this place: Ille, quis- 
quis erat, quem tu in crucem rapiebas, qui tibi esset 
ignotus, cum civem se Romanum esse diceret, apud te 
Pretorem, si non effugium, ne moram quidem mortis 
mentione atque usurpatione civitatis assequi potuit? 
“ Whosoever he might be whom thou wert hurrying 
to the rack, were he even unknown to thee, if he said 
that he was a Roman citizen, he would necessarily ob- 
tain from thee, the Pretor, by the simple mention of 
Rome, if not an escape, yet at least a delay of his 
punishment.” The whole of the sixty-fourth and sixty- 
fifth sections of this oration, which speak so pointedly 
on this subject, are worthy of consideration. Of this 
privilege he farther says, Ib. in cap. lvii., [Wa vow et 
exclamatio, Civis Romanus sum, gue sepe multis in 
ultimis terris opem inter barbaros et salutem tulit, $c. 
That exclamation, J am a Roman citizen, which often- 
times has brought assistance and safety, even among 
barbarians, in the remotest parts of the earth, &c. 
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To which I add, that Puro, de | 


he loosed him from his bands, 
and commanded the "chief priests and all 
their council to appear; and brought Paul 
down, and set him before them. 


0 Matt. xxvi. 3, 59; xxvii. 1, 2, 12; Psa, exxv. 3. 


Puiurarca likewise, in his Life of Pompey, (vol. 
il. p. 445, edit. Bryan,) says, concerning the beha- 
viour of the pirates, when they had taken any Roman 
prisoner, Exevvo de nv bGpicikwtatov Kk. T. 2. what was the 
most contumelious was this; when any of those whom 
they had made captives cried out, ‘Pupatog elvat, THAT 
HE WAS A Roman, and told them his name, they pre- 
tended to be surprised, and be ina fright, and smote 
upon their thighs, and fell down (on their knees) to 
him, beseeching him to pardon them! It is no wonder 
then that the torturer desisted, when Paul cried out 
that he was a Roman; and that the chief captain was 
alarmed, because he had bound him. 

Verse 30. He—commanded—all their council to 
appear| Instead of eAGevw, to come, which we trans- 
late, to appear, ovvedewv, to assemble, or meet together, 
is the reading of ACK, nearly twenty others, the 
Aithiopic, Arabic, Vulgate, Chrysostom, and Theophy- 
lact: this reading Griesbach has received into the 
text; and it is most probably the true one: as the 
chief captain wished to know the certainty of the mat- 
ter, he desired the Jewish council, or Sanhedrin, to 
assemble, and examine .the business thoroughly, that 
he might know of what the apostle was accused; as 
the law would not permit him to proceed against a Ro- 
man in any judicial way, but on the clearest evidence; 
and, as he understood that the cause of their enmity 
was something that concerned their religion, he con- 
sidered the Sanhedrin to be the most proper judge, 
and therefore commanded them to assemble ; and there 
is no doubt that he himself, and a sufficient number of 
soldiers, took care to attend, as the person of Paul 
could not be safe in the hands of persons so prejudiced, 
unprincipled, and enraged. 

This chapter should end with the twenty-ninth verse, 
and the following should begin with the thirtieth ; this 
is the most natural division, and is followed by some 
of the most correct editions of the original text. 


1. In his address to the council, Paul asserts that 
he is a Jew, born of and among Jews; and that he had 
a regular Jewish education; and he takes care to ob- 
serve that he had early imbibed all the prejudices pe- 
culiar to his countrymen, and had given the fullest proof 
of this in his persecution of the Christians. Thus, his 
assertions, concerning the unprofitableness of the legal 
ceremonies, could neither be attributed to ignorance nor 
indifference. Had a Gentile, no matter how learned 
or eminent, taught thus, his whole teaching would have 
been attributed to ignorance, prejudice, and envy. God. 
therefore, in his endless mercy, made use of a most 
eminent, learned, and bigoted Jew, to demonstrate the 
nullity of the whole Jewish system, and show the ne- 
cessity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
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Paul, beginning his defence, is 
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smitten by the high priest’s order 


2. At the close of this chapter, Dr. Dodd has the | any obligation, as Christians, to give up our civil pri- 


following judicious remark :—“ As unrighteous as it 
was in the Roman officer, on this popular clamour, to 
attempt putting this holy apostle to the torture, so rea- 
sonable was St. Paul’s plea, as a Roman citizen, to 
decline that suffering. It is a prudence worthy the 
imitation of the bravest of men, not to throw themselves 
into unnecessary difficulties. True courage widely dif- 
fers from rash and heedless temerity ; nor are we under 


vileges, which ought to be esteemed as the gifts of 
God, to every insolent and turbulent invader. In a 
thousand circumstances, gratitude to God, and duty to 
men, will oblige us to insist upon them ; and a generous 
concern for those who may come after us should engage 
us to labour to transmit them to posterity wmproved 
rather than impaired.” This should be an article in 
the creed of every genuine Briton. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


Paul defending himself before the high priest, he commands him to be smitten on the mouth, 1,2. Paul 
sharply reproves him, and, being reproved for this by one of the attendants, accounts for his conduct, 3-5. 
Seeing that the assembly was composed of Pharisees and Sadducees, and that he could expect no justice 
from his judges, he asserts that it was for his belief in the resurrection that he was called in question, on 


which the Pharisees declare in his favour, 6-9. 


tain of the guard, 16—22. 


A great dissension arises, and the chief captain, fearing 
lest Paul should be pulled to pieces, brings hum into the castle, 10. 
More than forty persons conspire his death, 12-15. 


He is comforted by a dream, 11. 
Paul’s sister’s son, hearing of it, informs the cap- 


He sends Paul by night, under a strong escort of horse and foot, to Cesarea, 
to Felix, and with him a letter, stating the circumstances of the case, 23-33. 


They arrive at Cesarea, 


and Felix promises him a hearing when his accusers shall come down, 34, 35. 


A.M. cir. 4064. : 
gt a AND Paul, earnestly beholding 
An. Olymp. the counsel, said, Men and 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


aes ee Se bretiren, “ t have -ivea “in all 
good conscience before God until this day. 

2 And the high priest, Ananias, commanded 
them that stood by him ° to smite him on the 
mouth. 


a Chap. xxiv. 16; 1 Cor. iv. 4; 2 Cor. i. 12; iv. 2; 2 Tim. 1.3; 
Heb. xiii. 18. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXIII. 

Verse 1. I have lived in all good conscience] Some 
people seem to have been unnecessarily stumbled with 
this expression. What does the apostle mean by it? 
Why, that, while he was a Jew, he was one from prin- 
ciple of conscience ; that what he did, while he con- 
tinued Jew, he did from the same principle; that, when 
God opened his eyes to see the nature of Christianity, 
he became a Christian, because God persuaded his con- 
science that it was right for him to become one ; that, 
ina word, he was sincere through the whole course of 
his religious life, and his conduct had borne the most 
unequivocal proofs of it. The apostle means, therefore, 
that there was no part of his life in which he acted as 
a dishonest or hypocritical man; and that he was now 
as fully determined to maintain his profession of Chris- 
tianity as he ever was to maintain that of Judaism, pre- 
viously to his acquaintance with the Christian religion. 

Verse 2. The high priest, Ananias| There was a 
high priest of this name, who was sent a prisoner to 
Rome by Quadratus, governor of Syria, to give an 
account of the part he took in the quarrel between the 
Jews and the Samaritans; see Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. 
cap. 6, s. 8; but whether he ever returned again to 
Jerusalem, says Dr. Lightfoot, is uncertain ; still more 
uncertain whether he was ever restored to the office 
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3 Then said Paul unto him, A, Ma cite ra 
God shall smite thee, thou whited An. Olymp. 


" P . CCIX. 4. 
wall: for sittest thou to judge eS 


me after the law, and © commandest me to be 
smitten contrary to the law? 

4 And they that stood by said, Revilest thou 
God’s high priest? 


dD] Kings xxii. 24; Jer. xx.2; John xviii. 22.——<¢ Lev. xix. 35; 
Deut. xxv. 1, 2; John vii. 51. 


of high priest; and most uncertain of all whether he 
filled the chair when Paul pleaded his cause, which was 
some years after Felix was settled in the government. 
But Krebs has proved that this very Ananias, on being 
examined at Rome, was found innocent, returned to 
Jerusalem, and was restored to the high priesthood ; 
see Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 9, s. 2; but of his 
death I find nothing certain. See Krebs on this place, 
(Observat. in Nov. Testament. @ Flavio Josepho,) 
who successfully controverts the opinion of Dr. Light- 
foot, mentioned at the beginning of this note. There 
was one Ananias, who is said to have perished in a 
tumult raised by his own son about five years after 
this time; see Jos. Antiq. lib. x. cap. 9. War, lib. 
ii. cap. 17. 

To smite him on the mouth.] Because he professed 
to have a good conscience, while believing on Jesus 
Christ, and propagating his doctrine. 

Verse 3. God shall smite thee, thou whited wall] 
Thou hypocrite! who sittest on the seat of judgment, 
pretending to hear and seriously weigh the defence of 
an accused person, who must in justice and equity be 
presumed to be innocent till he is proved to be guilty ; 
and, instead of acting according to the law, com- 
mandest me to be smitten contrary to the law, which 
always has the person of the prisoner under its pro- 
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Paul sets the Pharisees and CHAP. 


pade.cit, #066. a Then said Paul, ¢ I wist not, 
An. Olymp. 
see iee. rethren, that he was the high 


priest: for it is written, ° Thou 
shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people. 

6 9 But when Paul perceived that the one 
part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, 
he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, 
fT am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: % of 
the hope and resurrection of the dead I am 
called in question. 

7 And when he had so said, there arose a 


XXIII. 


Sadducees into mutual opposition. 


dissension between the Pharisees a a 
and the Sadducees: and the An. Olymp. 
multitude was divided. a ee 

8 » For the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the 
Pharisees confess both. 

9 And there arose a great cry: and the 
scribes that were of the Pharisees’ part arose, 
and strove, saying, ‘ We find no evil in this 
man: but ‘if a spirit or an angel hath spoken 
to him, !let us not fight against God. 


4 Chap. xxiv. 17. € Exod. xxii. 28; Eccles. x. 20; 2 Pet. ii. 
10 ; Jude 8—f Chap. xxvi.5; Phil. iii. 5.—s Chap. xxiv. 15, 21; 


xxvi.6 ; xxviii. 20.—} Matt. xxii. 23 ; Mark xii. 18; Luke xx. 27. 
i Ch. xxv. 25; xxvi. 31. k Ch, xxii. 7,17, 18— Ch. v. 39. 


tection ; nor ever suffers any penalty to be inflicted 
but what is prescribed as the just punishment for the 
offence. Asif he had said: “ Thinkest thou that God 
will suffer such an insult on his laws, on justice, and 
on humanity, to pass unpunished ?” 

Verse 5. I wist not, brethren, that he was the high 
priest) After all the learned labour that has been spent 
on this subject, the simple meaning appears plainly to 
be this :— 

St. Paul did not know that Ananias was high priest; 
he had been long absent from Jerusalem; political 
changes were frequent; the high priesthood was no 
longer in succession, and was frequently bought and 
sold; the Romans put down one high priest, and raised 
up another, as political reasons dictated. As the per- 
son of Ananias might have been wholly unknown to 
him, as the hearing was very sudden, and there was 
scarcely any time to consult the formalities of justice, 
it seems very probable that St. Paul, if he ever had 
known the person of Ananias, had forgotten him ; and 
as, in a council or meeting of this kind, the presence 
of the high priest was not indispensably necessary, he 
did not know that the person who presided was not the 
sagan, or high priest’s deputy, or some other person 
put in the seat for the time being. I therefore under- 
stand the words above in their most obvious and literal 
sense. He knew not who the person was, and God’s 
Spirit suddenly led him to denounce the Divine dis- 
pleasure against him. 

Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy peo- 
ple.| If I had known he was the high priest, T should 
not have publicly pronounced this execration; for 
respect is due to his person for the sake of his office. 
T do not see that Paul intimates that he had done any 
thing through inadvertence ; nor does he here confess 
any fault; he states two facts :—1. That he did not 
know him to be the high priest. 2. That such a 
one, or any ruler of the people, should be reverenced. 
But he neither recalled or made an apology for his 
words: he had not committed a trespass, and he did 
not acknowledge one. We must beware how we 
attribute either to him in the case before us. 

Verse 6. I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee) 
Instead of @apicaiov, of a Pharisee, ABC, some others, 
with the Syriac and Vulgate, have ®apicawy, of the 
Pharisees ; which, if acknowledged to be the genuine 
reading, would alter the sense thus, J am a Pharisee, 
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and a disciple of the Pharisees, for so the word son is 
frequently understood. 

Of the hope and resurrection] Concerning the hope 
of the resurrection, the kat, and, being here redundant; 
indeed, it is omitted by the Syriac, all the Arabic, and 
A&thiopic. St. Paul had preached the resurrection of 
the dead, on the foundation and evidence of the resur- 
rection of Christ. For this, he and the apostles were, 
some time before, imprisoned by the high priest and 
elders, chap. iv. 1-3, and v. 17, because they preached, 
THROUGH Jesus, the resurrection of the dead. This 
they could not bear; for, if Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, their malice and wickedness, in putting him 
to death, were incontrovertibly established. 

Verse 7. And the multitude was divided] St. Paul, 
perceiving the assembly to consist of Sadducees and 
Pharisees, and finding he was not to expect any 
justice, thought it best thus to divide the council, by 
introducing a question on which the Pharisees and 
Sadducees were at issue. He did so; and the Pha- 
risees immediately espoused his side of the question, 
because in opposition to the Sadducees, whom they 
abhorred, as irreligious men. 

Verse 8. The Sadducees say that there is no resur- 
rection] It is strange, since these denied a future 
state, that they observed the ordinances of the law; 
for they also believed the five books of Moses to be a 
revelation from God: yet they had nothing in view 
but temporal good; and they understood the promises 
in the law as referring to these things alone. In 
order, therefore, to procure them, they watched, fasted, 
prayed, &c., and all this they did that they might ob- 
tain happiness in the present life. See the account of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, Matt. iii. 7, and xvi. 1, 

Verse 9. The scribes—arose, and strove] Ateuaxyovro, 
They contended forcibly—they came to an open rup- 
ture with the Sadducees; and, in order to support 
their own party against them, they even admitted as 
truth St. Paul’s account of his miraculous conversion, 
and therefore they said, if a spirit or an angel hath 
spoken to him, &c. He had previously mentioned 
that Jesus Christ had appeared to him, when on his 
way to Damascus; and, though they might not be 
ready to admit the doctrine of Christ’s resurrection, 
yet they could, consistently with their own principles, 
allow that the soul of Christ might appear to him ; 
and they immediately caught at this, as furnishing a 
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The Jews lay wait to kill Paul: 


A, M. cir. 4064. libvewenaae 
ig aCe J And when there 
An. Olymp. great dissension, the chief cap- 


cir. CCIX, 4, tain, fearing lest Paul should 


have been pulled in pieces of them, command- 
ed the soldiers to go down, and to take him by 
force from among them, and to bring hzm into 
the castle. 

11 And ™the night following the Lord stood 
by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: 
for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, 
so must thou bear witness also at Rome. 

12 §f And when it was day, ™ certain of the 
Jews banded together, and bound themselves 
°under a curse, saying that they would neither 
eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 

13 And they were more than forty which had 
made this conspiracy. 

14 And they came to the chief priests and 
elders, and said, We have bound ourselves 
under a great curse, that we will eat nothing 
until we have slain Paul. 

15 Now therefore ye, with the council, sig- 
nify to the chief captain that he bring him 
down unto you to-morrow, as though ye would 
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the chief captain is informed of 1t. 


A. M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


inquire something more perfectly 
concerning him: and we, or ever 
he come near, are ready to kill 
him. 

16 And when Paul’s sister’s son heard of 
their lying in wait, he went and entered into 
the castle, and told Paul. 

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions 
unto fim, and said, Bring this young man unto 
the chief captain; for he hath a certain thing 
to tell him. 

18 So he took him, and brought hzm to the 
chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner call- 
ed me unto him, and prayed me to bring 
this young man unto thee, who hath some- 
thing to say unto thee. 

19 Then the chief captain took him by the 
hand, and went with him aside privately, and 
asked him, What is that thou hast to tell me? 

20 And he said, » The Jews have agreed to 
desire thee that thou wouldest bring down 
Paul to-morrow into the council, as though 
they would inquire somewhat of him more 
perfectly. 


m Chap. xvill. 9; xxvii, 23, 24,——1 Ver, 21, 30; chap, xxv. 3. 


strong proof against the doctrine of the Sadducees, 
who neither believed in angel nor spirit, while the 
Pharisees confessed both. 

Let us not fight against God.| These words are 
wanting in ABCE, several others, with the Coptic, 
Ethiopic, Armenian, later Syriac, Vulgate, and some 
of the fathers. 

Verse 10. The chief captain—commanded the sol- 


diers to go down] It appears that the chief captain j 


was present during these transactions, and that he had 
a body of soldiers in readiness in the castle of Antonia; 
and it was from ¢his that he commanded them to come 
down, for the rescue and preservation of Paul. 

Verse 11. Be of good cheer, Paul] It is no won- 
der if, with all these trials and difficulties, St. Paul 
was much dejected in mind; and especially as he had 
not any direct intimation from God what the end of 
the present trials would be: to comfort him and 
strengthen his faith, God gave him this vision. 

So must thou bear witness also at Rome.] This 
was pleasing intelligence to Paul, who had long de- 
sired to see that city, and preach the Gospel of Christ 
there. He appears to have had an intimation that he 
should see it; but how, he could not tell; and this 
vision satisfied him that he should be sent thither by 
God himself. This would settle every fear and scruple 
concerning the issue of the present persecution. 

Verse 12. That they would neither eat nor drink, 
&e.] These forty Jews were no doubt of the class 
of the sicarii mentioned before, (similar to those after- 
wards called assassins,) a class of fierce zealots, who 
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° Or, with an oath of execration. P Ver. 12. 


took justice into their own hand; and who thought 
they had a right to despatch all those who, according 
to their views, were not orthodox in their religious 
principles. If these were, in their bad way, conscien- 
tious men, must they not all perish through hunger, as 
God put it out of their power to accomplish their vow ? 
No: for the doctrine of sacerdotal absolution was held 
among the Jews as among the Papists: hence it is 
said, in Hieros. Avodah Zarah, fol. 40: “He that 
hath made a vow not to eat any thing, wo to him, if 
he eat; and wo to him, if he do not eat. If he eat, 
he sinneth against his vow; and if he do not eat, he 
sinneth against his life.” What must such a man do 
in this case? Let him go to the wise men, and they 
will loose him from his vow, as it is written, Prov. 
xl. 18: “ The tongue of the wise is health.’ When 
vows were so easily dispensed with, they might be 
readily multiplied. See Lightfoot. 

Verse 15. And we, or ever he come near, are ready 
to kill him.| We shall lie in weight, and despatch him 
before he can reach the chief captain. The plan was 
well and deeply laid; and nothing but an especial . 
providence could have saved Paul. 

Verse 16. Paul’s sister’s son] This is all we know 
of Paul’s family. And we know not how this young 
man got to Jerusalem; the family, no doubt, still 
resided at Tarsus. 

Verse 17. Bring this young man unto the chief 
captain] Though St. Paul had the most positive 
assurance from Divine authority that he should be 
preserved, yet he knew that the Divine providence 
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The chief captain sends Paul 


A. M. cir. 4064. 


De So” ~—-21:«~But do not thou yield unto 
An. Olymp. 


NE them : for there lie in wait for 
—____ him, of them, more than forty 
men, which have bound themselves with an 
oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till 
they have killed him: and now are they 
ready, looking for a promise from thee. 

22 So the chief captain then let the young 
man depart, and charged him, See thou tell no 
man that thou hast showed these things to me. 

23 9 And he called unto him two centurions, 
saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go 
to Czsarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, 
and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour 
of the night ; 

24 And provide them beasts, that they may 
set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the 
governor. 

25 And he wrote a letter after this manner : 

26 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent 
governor Felix-sendeth greeting. 


CHAP. 


XXIII. 


27.4 This man was taken of A.M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
the Jews, and should have been An. Olymp. 
killed of them: then came I with — Poe. 
an army, and rescued him, having understood 
that he was a Roman. 

28 ™And when I would have known the 
cause wherefore they accused him, I brought 
him forth into their council : 

29 Whom I perceived to be accused 5 of 
questions of their law, but to have nothing 
laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds. 

30 And “when it was told me how that the 
Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway 
to thee, and ¥ gave commandment to his ac- 
cusers also to say before thee what they had 
against him. Farewell. 

31 Then the soldiers, as it was commanded 
them, took Paul, and brought him by night to 
Antipatris. 

32 On the morrow they left the horsemen 
to go with him, and returned to the castle : 


unto Felin the governor. 


4 Ca, xxi. 33; xxiv. 7. 


t Ch. xxii. 30.— Ch. xvill. 15; xxv. 


19.—t Chap. xxvi. 31. 


2 Ver. 20——Y Ch. xxiv. 8; xxv. 6. 


acts by reasonable and prudent means ; and that, if 
he neglected to use the means in his power, he could 
not expect God’s providence to work in his behalf. 
He who will not help himself, according to the means 
and power he possesses, has neither reason nor reve- 
lation to assure him that he shall receive any assist- 
ance from God. 

Verse 23. Two hundred soldiers] tpattwrac, In- 
fantry or foot soldiers. 

Horsemen threescore and ten] There was always 
a certain number of horse, or cavalry, attached to the 
foot. 

Spearmen] Ae&toAaBovc, Persons who held a spear 
or javelin in their hand ; from ev ty degia AaBewv taking 
or holding a thing in the right hand. But the Codex 
Alexandrinus reads de&oBoaovc, from degva, the right 
hand, and Baddev, to cast or dart, persons who threw 
javelins. But both words seem to mean nearly the 
same thing. 

The third hour of the night] About nine o’clock 
P. M., for the greater secrecy, and to elude the cun- 
ning, active malice of the Jews. 

Verse 24. Provide them beasts] One for Paul, 
and some others for his immediate keepers. 

Felix the governor.) This Felix was a freed man 
of the Emperor Claudius, and brother of Pallas, chief 
favourite of the emperor. Tacitus calls him Antonius 
Felix ; and gives us to understand that he governed 
with all the authority of a king, and the baseness and 
insolence of a quondam slave. £ libertis Antonius 
Felix per omnem sevitiam ac libidinem jus regium 
servili ingenio exercuit. Hist. v. 9. He had, accord- 
ing to Suetonius, in his life of Claudius, chap. 28, three 
queens to his wives; that is, he was married thrice, 
and each time to the daughter or niece of a king. 

J 


Drusilla, the sister of Agrippa, was his wife at this time; 
see chap. xxiv. 22. He was an unrighteous governor ; 
a base, mercenary, and bad man: see chap. xxiv. 2. 

Verse 25. He wrote a letter after this manner] It 
appears that this was not only the substance of the 
letter, but the letter itself : the whole of it is so per- 
fectly formal as to prove this; and in this simple 
manner are all the letters of the ancients formed. 
In this also we have an additional proof of St. Luke’s 
accuracy. 

Verse 30. I sent straightway to thee] As the pro- 
per person before whom this business should ultimately 
come, and by whom it should be decided. 

Farewell.| Eppwoo, Be in good health. 

Verse 31. Antipatris.| This place, according to 
Josephus, Antiq. lib. xili. cap. 23, was anciently called 
Capharsaba, and is supposed to be the same which, in 
1 Maccab. vii. 31, is called Capharsalama, or Car- 
phasalama. It was rebuilt by Herod the Great, and 
denominated Antipatris, in honour of his father Anti- 
pater. It was situated between Joppa and Cesarea, on 
the road from Jerusalem to this latter city. Josephus 
says it was fifty stadia from Joppa. The distance be- 
tween Jerusalem and Cesarea was about seventy miles. 

Verse 32. On the morrow they left the horsemen] 
Being now so far from Jerusalem, they considered 
Paul in a state of safety from the Jews, and that the 
seventy horse would be a sufficient guard; the four 
hundred foot, therefore, returned to Jerusalem, and 
the horse went on to Cesarea with Paul. We need 
not suppose that all this troop did reach Antipatris on 
the same night in which they left J erusalem ; there- 
fore, instead of, they brought him by night to Anti- 
patris, we may understand the text thus—Then the 


| soldiers took Paul by night, and brought him to Anti 
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General observations on 


A.M. cir. 4064, 33 Who, when they came to 
An. Olymp. Czsgarea, and delivered the epistle 
CORA. to the governor, presented Paul 


also before him. 
34 And when the governor had read the let- 


ter, he asked of what province he was. And 


w Chap. xxi. 39. x Chap. xxiv. 1, 10; xxv. 16, 


— 


patris. And the thirty-second verse need not to be 
understood as if the foot reached the castle of An- 
tonia the next day, (though all this was possible,) but 
that, having reached Antipatris, and refreshed them- 
selves, they set out the same day, on their march to 
Jerusalem ; on the morrow they returned, that is, they 
began their march back again fo the castle, See on 
chap. xxiv. 1. 

Verse 33. Whe] ‘That is, the seventy horsemen 
mentioned above. 

Verse 35. I will hear thee} Avaxovooua cov; I 
will give thee a fair, full, and attentive hearing when 
thy accusers are come; in whose presence thou shalt 
be permitted to defend thyself. 

In Herod’s judgment-hall.| Ev tw mpattopiw, In 
Herod’s pretorium, so called because it was built by 
Herod the Great. The pretorium was the place where 
the Roman pretor had his residence ; and it is pro- 
bable that, in or near this place, there was a sort of 
guard room, where state prisoners were kept. Paul 
was lodged here till his accusers should arrive. 


On the preceeding chapter many useful observations 
may be made. 

1. Paul, while acting contrary to the Gospel of 
Christ, pleaded conscience as his guide. Conscience 
is generally allowed to be the rule of human actions; 
but it cannot be a might rule, unless it be well informed. 
While it is unenlightened it may be a guide to the 
perdition of its professor, and the cause of the ruin 
of others. That conscience can alone be trusted in 
which the light of God’s Spirit and God’s truth dwells. 
An ill-informed conscience may burn even the saints 
for God’s sake ! 

2. No circumstance in which a man can be placed 
can excuse him from showing respect and reverence 
to the authorities which God, in the course of his 
providence, has instituted for the benefit of civil or 
religious society. All such authorities come originally 


from God, and can never lose any of their rights ow 


account of the persons who are invested with them, 
An evil can never be of use, and a good may be abused ; 
but it loses not its character, essential qualities, or 
usefulness, because of this abuse, 

3. Paul availed himself of the discordant sentiments 
of his judges, who had agreed to show him no justice, 
that he might rid himself out of their hands. To take 
advantage of the sentiments and dispositions of an 
audience, without deceiving it, and to raise dissension 
between the enemies of the truth, is an innocent arti- 
fice, when truth itself is not violated and when error 
js exposed thereby to public view. 

4. The Pharisees and Sadducees strove together. 
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the twenty-third chapter 


A. M. cir. 4064 
when he understood that he was Ey ee 


w Cilicia ; An. Olymp. 
o St } : cir. CCIX 4. 
35 *I will hear thee, said he, ———— 


when thine accusers are also come. And he 
commanded him to be kept in ¥ Herod’s judg- 
ment-hall. 


y Matt. xxvil. 27. 


God frequently raises up defenders of the principles 
of truth, even among those who, in practice, are its 
decided enemies. ‘“ Though,” says one, “I do not 
like the truth, yet will I defend it.” A man clothed 
with sovereign authority, vicious in his heart, and im- 
moral in his life, fostered those principles of truth and 
righteousness by which error was banished from these 
lands, and pure and undefiled religion established among 
us for many generations. 

5. The providence of God, and his management of 
the world, are in many respects great mysteries ; but, 
as far as we are individually concerned, all is plain. 
Paul had the fullest assurance, from the mouth of 
Christ himself, that he should see Rome ; and, conse- 
quently, that he should be extricated from all his pre- 
sent difficulties, Why then did he not quietly sit 
still, when his nephew informed him that forty men 
had conspired to murder him? Because he knew that 
God made use of the prudence with which he has en- 
dowed man as an agent in that very providence by 
which he is supported; and that to neglect the na- 
tural means of safety with which God provides us is 
to tempt and dishonour him, and induce him in judg- 
ment to use those means against us, which, in his 
mercy, he had designed for our comfort and salvation. 
Prudence is well associated even with an apostolical 
spirit. Every deing that God has formed, he designs 
should accomplish those functions for which he has 
endowed it with the requisite powers. 

6. Claudius Lysias sent Paul to Felix. ‘In the 
generality of human events,” says one, “we do nut 
often distinguish the designs of God from those of 
men. The design of Lysias, in preserving Paul from 
the rage of the Jews, was to render his own conduct 
free from exception: the design of God was, that he 
might bring Paul safely to Rome, that he might attack 
idolatry in its strongest fort, and there establish the 
Christian faith.” God governs the world, and works 
by proper means; and counterworks evil or sinister 
devices, so as ultimately to accomplish the purposes of 
his will, and cause all things to work together for good 
to them that love Him. 

7. Felix acted prudently when he would not even 
hear St. Paul till he had his accusers face to face. 
How many false judgments, evil surmises, and un- 
charitable censures would be avoided, did men always 
adopt this reasonable plan! Hear either side of a com- 
plaint separately, and the evil seems very great ; hear 
both together, and the evil is generally lessened by one 
half. Audi et alteram partem——hear the other side, 
says a heathen: remember, if you have an ear for 
the first complainant, you have one also for the 
second. 
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Tertullus, an orator, accuses 


CHAP. 


XXIV. Paul before Felia 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


After five days, Anamas the high priest, the elders, and one Tertullus, an orator, come to Caesarea to accuse 
Paul, 1. The oration of Tertullus, 2-9. Paul’s defence, 10-21. Felix, having heard his defence, proposes 
to leave the final determination of it till Claudius Lysias should come down ; and, in the mean time, or- 


ders Paul to be treated with humanity and respect, 


cerning the faith of Christ; and Felix is greatly affected, 24, 25. 


22,23. Felix, and Drusilla his wife, hear Paul con- 


On the expectation of obtaining 


money for his liberation, Felix keeps Paul in prison, 26, and being superseded in the government of Ju- 
dea by Porcius Festus, in order to please the Jews, he leaves Paul bound, 27. 


ee ND after @ five days, » Ananias 
An. Olyimp. the high priest descended 


cir. CCIX. 4. is ; és 
____"*_ _ withthe elders, and with a certain 


orator named Tertullus, who informed the go- 
vernor against Paul. 

2 And when he was called forth, Tertullus 
began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by 
thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very 


© Chap. xxi, 27.» Chap. xxiii. 2, 30, 35; xxv. 2.——* Luke 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXIV. 

Verse 1. After five days] These days are to be 
reckoned from the time in which Paul was appre- 
hended at Jerusalem, and twelve days after he had 
arrived in that city ; see ver. 11. Calmet reckons the 
days thus :—St. Luke says that Paul was appre- 
hended at Jerusalem when the seven days of his vow 
were nearly ended, chap. xxi. 27; that is, at the end 
of the fifth day after his arrival. The next day, 
which was the sixth, he was presented before the San- 
hedrin. The night following, he was taken to Anti- 
patris. The next day, the seventh, he arrived at 
Cesarea. Five days afterwards, that is, the twelfth 
day after his arrival at Jerusalem, the high priest and 
the elders, with Tertullus, came down to accuse him 
before Felix.—But see the note on chap. xxiii. 32. 

A certain orator named Tertullus] This was pro- 
bably a Roman proselyte to Judaism; yet he speaks 
every where as a Jew. Roman orators, advocates, 
&c., were found in different provinces of the Roman 
empire ; and they, in general, spoke both the Greek 
and Latin languages ; and, being well acquainted with 
the Roman laws and customs, were no doubt very 
useful. Luitprandus supposed that this Tertullus was 
the same with him who was colleague with Pliny the 
younger, in the consulate, in the year of Rome, 852; 
who is mentioned by Pliny, Hpist. v. 15. Of this 
there is no satisfactory proof. 

Verse 2. Tertullus began to accuse him] There 
are three parts in this oration of Tertullus :—1. The 
exordium. 2. The proposition. 3. The conclusion. 
The exordium contains the praise of Felix and his 
administration, merely for the purpose of conciliating 
his esteem, 2-4. The proposition is contained in 
ver. 5. The narration and conclusion, in ver. 6-8. 

By thee we enjoy great quietness! As bad a go- 
vernor as Felix most certainly was, he rendered some 
services to Judea. ‘The country had long been in- 
fested with robbers; and a very formidable banditti 
of this kind, under one Eliezar, he entirely suppressed. 
Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 6 ; Bell. lib. ii. cap. 22. 
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worthy deeds are done unto this 4.™: cir. 4064. 
a A. D. cir. 60. 
nation by thy providence, 

3 We accept it always, andinall - 
places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness. 

4 Notwithstanding, that I be not farther 
tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou would- 
est hear us of thy clemency a few words. 

5 ¢ For we have found this man a pestilent 


An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


xxiii. 2; chap. vi. 13; xvi. 20; xvii. 6; xxi. 28; 1 Pet. ii. 12, 15. 


He also suppressed the sedition raised by an Egyptian 
impostor, who had seduced 30,000 men ; see on chap. 
xxi. 38. He had also quelled a very afflictive dis- 
turbance which took place between the Syrians and 
the Jews of Casarea. On this ground Tertullus said, 
By thee we enjoy great quietness ; and wlustrious 
deeds are done to this nation by thy prudent adminis- 
tration. This was all true ; but, notwithstanding this, 
he is well known from his own historians, and from 
Josephus, to have been not only a very bad man, but 
also a very bad governor. He was mercenary, op- 
pressive, and cruel; and of all these the Jews brought 
proofs to Nero, before whom they accused him ; and, 
had it not been for the interest and influence of his 
brother Pallas, he had been certainly ruined. 

Verse 3. We accept it always, and in all places} 
We have at all times a grateful sense of thy beneficent 
administration, and we talk of it in all places, not only 
before thy face, but behind thy back. 

Verse 4. That I be not farther tedious unto thee] 
That I may neither trespass on thy tune, by dwelling 
longer on this subject, nor on thy modesty, by thus 
enumerating thy beneficent deeds. 

Hear us of thy clemency] Give us this farther 
proof of thy kindness, by hearkening to our present 
complaint. The whole of this exordium was ariful 
enough, though it was lame. The orator had cer- 
tainly a very bad cause, of which he endeavoured to 
make the best. Felix was a bad man and bad go- 
vernor; and yet he must praise him, to conciliate his 
esteem. Paul was a very good man, and nothing amiss 
could be proved against him; and yet he must en- 
deavour to blacken him as much as possible, in order 
to please his unprincipled and wicked employers. His 
oration has been blamed as weak, lame, and imperfect 5 
and yet, perhaps, few, with so bad a cause, could have 
made better of it. 

Verse 5. For we have found this man, §c.] Here 
the proposition of the orator commences. He accuses 
| Paul, and his accusation includes four particulars :— 
| 1. He isa past, Aouuoc; an exceedingly bad and wicked 
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Felix, the governor, authorizes 


A.M. cir. 4064. 
A. D. cir. 60. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCIX. 4, 


fellow, and a mover of sedition 
among all the Jews throughout 
the world, and a ringleader of 
the sect of the Nazarenes: 

6 * Who also hath gone about to profane the 
temple: whom we took and would * have 
judged according to our law: 

7 * But the chief captain Lysias came upon 
us, and with great violence took him away out 
of our hands, 


4 Chap. xxi. 28. e John xviii. 31. 


man. 2. He excites disturbances and seditions against 
the Jews. 3. He is the chief of the sect of the Na- 
zarenes, who are a very bad people, and should not 
be tolerated. 4. He has endeavoured to pollute and 
profane the temple, and we took him in the fact. 

A pestilent fellow] ‘The word Aopoc, pestis—the 
plague or pestilence, is used by both Greek and Ro- 
man authors to signify a very bad and profligate man ; 
we have weakened the force of the word by translating 
the substantive adjectively. Tertullus did not say 
that Paul was a pestilent fellow, but he said that he 
was the very pestilence itself. As in that of Martial, 
xi. 92 :— 


Non vitiosus homo es, Zojle, sed vitium. 


“ Thou art not a vicious man, O Zojlus, but thou 

art vice itself.” 

The words Aoiuoc, and pestis, are thus frequently 
used.—See Wetstein, Bp. Pearce, and Kypke. 

A mover of sedition] Instead of caov, sedition, 
ABE, several others, with the Coptic, Vulgate, Chry- 
sostom, Theophylact, and Cicumenius, read caceic, 
commotions, which is probably the true reading. 

Among all the Jews] Bp. Pearce contends that 
the words should be understood thus—one that stirreth 
up tumults against all the Jews; for, if they be un- 
derstood otherwise, Tertullus may be considered as 
accusing his countrymen, as if they, at Paul’s instiga- 
tion, were forward to make insurrections every where. 
On the contrary, he wishes to represent them as a 
persecuted and distressed people, by means of Paul and 
his Nazarenes. 

A ringleader] Upwtooratnv. This is a military 
phrase, and signifies the officer who stands on the right 
of the first rank ; the captain of the front rank of the 
sect of the Nazarenes; tn¢ tov vatwpator aipecewc, 
of the heresy of the Nazarenes. This word is used 
six times by St. Luke; viz. in this verse, and in ver. 
14, and in chap. v. 17; xv. 5; xxvi. 5; and xxviii, 
22; but in none of them does it appear necessarily to 
include that bad sense which we generally assign to 
the word heresy.—See the note on chap. v. 17, where 
the subject is largely considered; and see farther on 
ver. 14: 

Verse 6. Hath gone about to profane the temple] 
This was a heavy charge, if it could have been sub- 
stantiated, because the Jews were permitted by the 
Romans to put any person to death who profaned 
their temple. This charge was founded on the gross 
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8 * Commanding his accusers A eee: 
to come unto thee: by examining ee, 
of .whom thyself mayest -take,,={—— = == 
knowledge of all these things, whereof we 
accuse him. 

9 And the Jews also assented, saying that 
these things were so. 

10 { Then Paul, after that the governor 
had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, 
Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of 


Paul to answer for himself. 


* Chap. xxi. 33.—¢ Chap. xxiii. 30. 


calumny mentioned, chap. xxi. 28, 29; for, as they 
had seen Trophimus, an Ephesian, with Paul in the 
city, they pretended that he had brought him into the 
temple. : 

Would have judged according to our law] He 
pretended that they would have tried the case fairly, 
had not the chief captain taken him violently out of 
their hands ; whereas, had not Lysias interfered, they 
would have murdered him on the spot. 

Verse 7. With great violence] Meta roAane Brac, 
I rather think, means with an armed force. Tertullus 
intimates that Lysias interfered contrary to law, and 
brought soldiers to support him in his infringement on 
their constitution. This is what he seems to say and 
complain of; for the Jews were vexed with Lysias for 
rescuing the apostle from their hands. 

Verse 8. Commanding his accusers to come, &§c.} 
Here Tertullus closes his opening and statement of the 
case ; and now he proceeds to call and examine his 
witnesses ; and they were no doubt examined one by 
one, though St. Luke sums the whole up in one word— 
The Jews also assented, saying, that these things were 
so. Whoever considers the plan of Tertullus’s speech, 
will perceive that it was both judicious and artful. 
Let us take a view of the whole :—1. He praises 
Felix to conciliate his favour. 2. He generally states 
the great blessings of his administration. 3. He states 
that the Jews, throughout the whole land, felt them- 
selves under the greatest obligations to him, and ex- 
tolled his prudent and beneficent management of the 
public affairs every where. 4. That the prisoner 
before him was a very bad man; a disturber of the 
public peace; a demagogue of a dangerous party ; 
and so lost to all sense of religion as to attempt to 
profane the temple! 5. That, though he should have 
been punished on the spot, yet, as they were ordered 
by the chief captain to appear before him, and show 
the reason why they had seized on Paul at Jerusalem, 
they were accordingly come ; and, having now exhi- 
bited their charges, he would, 6. proceed to examine 
witnesses, who would prove all these things to the 
satisfaction of the governor. 7. He then called his 
witnesses, and their testimony confirmed and substan- 
tiated the charges. No bad cause was ever more 
judiciously and cunningly managed. 

Verse 10. Then Paul—answered] The apostle’s 
defence consists of two parts :—1. The exordwum, 
which has for its object the praise of his judge, whose 
qualifications to discarn and decide on a question of 
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Paul defends himself against 


A.M. cir. 4064. 
fo Many years* a judge unto this 
An. Olymp. nation, I do the more cheerfully 


cir. CCIX. 4. 
= QNSWERSIOL myself : 


11 Because that thou mayest understand, 
that there are yet but twelve days since I went 
up to Jerusalem ® for to worship. 

12 ‘ And they neither found me in the tem- 
ple disputing with any man, neither raising up the 
people, neither in the synagogues nor in the city: 

23 Neither can they prove the things where- 
of they now accuse me. 


* A.D. 53, Felix made procurator over Judea; ver, 17.— Ch. 
xxi. 26. i Chap. xxv. 8; xxviii. 17. k See Amos vill. 14; 
chap. ix. 2. 


this nature he fully allows; and expects, from this 
circumstance, to have a favourable hearing. 2. The 
tractation, which consists of two parts: I. ReruTaTion: 
1. of the charge of polluting the temple ; 2. of stirring 
up sedition; 3. of being a leader of any sect who 
had a different worship from the God of their fathers. 
Il. Arrinmation: 1. that he had lived so as to pre- 
serve a good conscience towards God, and towards 
men; 2. that so far from polluting the temple, he had 
been purified in it, and was found thus worshipping 
according to the law of God; 3. that what Ter- 
tullus and his companions had witnessed was per- 
fectly false ; and he defied them to produce a single 
proof, and appeals to those who had been witnesses 
of his conduct in Jerusalem, who should have been 
there could they have proved any thing against him. 

Thou hast been of many years a judge} Cumanus 
and Felix were, for a time, joint governors of Judea; 
but, after the condemnation of Cumanus, the govern- 
ment fell entirely into the hands of Felix; and from 
Josephus we learn that this was now the svxth or 
seventh year of his administration, which might be 
called many years, when the very frequent removals 
of the governors of the provinces are considered.— 
See Jos. Antiq. lib. xx. 7, and see the margin. 

A judge—Kpitny, the same here in signification as 
the Hebrew vaw shophet, which means a ruler or 
governor. This was the title of the ancient governors 
of Israel. 

The more cheerfully] _ EvOvporepov, With a better 
heart or courage, because, as thy long residence among 
us has brought thee to a thorough acquaintance with 
our customs, I may expect a proper decision in my 
favour, my cause being perfectly sound, 

Verse 11. There are yet but twelve days} This is 
his reply to their charge of sedition ; the improbabi- 
lity of which is shown from the short time he had 
spent in Jerusalem, quite insufficient to organize a Se- 
dition of any kind ; nor coulda single proof be furnish- 
ed that he had attempted to seduce any man, or un- 
hinge any person from his allegiance by subtle dispu- 
tations, either in the temple, the synagogues, or the 
city. So that this charge necessarily fell to the 
ground, self-confuted, unless they could bring substan- 
jal proof against him, which he challenges them to do. 

Verse 14. That after the way which they call 
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14 But this I confess unto A. M. cir. 4064 
: Ay Deixg 60: 
thee, that after * the way which An. Olymp. 
they call heresy, so worship I ae 
the !God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in ™the law and in the 
prophets : 

15 And * have hope toward God, which they 
themselves also allow, ° that there shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
unjust. 

16 And Pherein do I exercise myself, to 


the accusations of Tertultus. 


12 Tim. i. 3——™ Chap. xxvi. 22; xxviii. 23. n Chap. xxiii. 
6; xxvi. 6, 7; xxvill. 20. oPan. xii. 2; John v. 28, 29. 
P Chap. xxiii. 1. 


heresy] See the explanation of this word in the note 
on chap. v. 17, and see before, ver. 5, where what is 
here translated heresy, is there rendered sect. At this 
time the word had no bad acceptation, in reference to 
religious opinions. The Pharisees themselves, the 
most respectable body among the Jews, are called a 
sect; for Paul, defending himself before Agrippa, says 
that he lived a Pharisee according to the strictest 
aipeow, sect, or heresy of their religion. And Jose- 
phus, who was a Pharisee, speaks, ty¢ Tov Papicatwv 
aipecewe, of the heresy or sect of the Pharisees. Lire, 
chap. xxxvili. Therefore it is evident that the word 
heresy had no dad meaning among the Jews ; it meant 
simply a religious sect. Why then did they use it by 
way of degradation to St. Paul? This seems to have 
been the cause. They had already two accredited 
sects in the land, the Pharisees and Sadducees : the 
interests of each of these were pretty well balanced, 
and each had a part in the government, for the cown- 
cil, or Sanhedrin, was composed both of Sadducees 
and Pharisees : see chap. xxiii. 6. They were afraid 
that the Christians, whom they called Nazarenes, 
should form anew sect, and divide the interests of both 
the preceding ; and what they feared, that they charged 
them with; and, on this account, the Christians had 
both the Pharisees and the Sadducees for their ene- 
mies. They had charged Jesus Christ with plotting 
against the state, and endeavouring to raise seditions ; 
and they charged his followers with the same. This 
they deemed a proper engine to bring a jealous govern- 
ment into action. 

So worship I the God of my fathers] 1 bring in 
no new object of worship; no new religious creed. 
I believe all things as they profess to believe ; and 
acknowledge the Law and the Prophets as divinely 
inspired books ; and have never, in the smallest mea- 
sure, detracted from the authority or authenticity of 
either. 

Verse 15. And have hope toward God, §c.] I not 
only do not hold any thing by which the general creed 
of this people might be altered, in reference to tne 
present state; but, also, I hold nothing different from 
their belief in reference to a future state ; for, if I 
maintain the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, 
it is what themselves allow. 

Verse 16. And herein do I exercise myself | 
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And 


Felix puts off the farther THE 


A.M. cir. ag 


An. Coe, 
cir. CCIX. 4. 


have always a conscience void 
of offence toward God, and to- 
ward men. 

17 Now after many years 41 came to bring 
alms to my nation, and offerings. 

18 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia 
found me purified in the temple, neither with 
multitude, nor with tumult. 

19 *Who ought to have been here be- 
fore thee, and object, if they had aught 
against me. 

20 Or else let these same here say, if they 
have found any evil doing in me, while I stood 
before the council, 


4 Chap. xi. 29, 30; xx. 16; Rom. xv. 25; 2 Cor. vill. 4; Gal. n. 
: 10.—— Chap. XXI2Oy Oh fe XKVA LO, 


this very tenet is a pledge for my good behaviour ; 
for as I believe there will be a resurrection, both of 
the just and unjust, and that every man shall be judg- 
ed for the deeds done in the body, so I exercise myself 
day and night, that I may have a conscience void of 
offence toward God and toward men. 

Toward God\ In entertaining no opinion contrary 
to his truth; and in offering no worship pena to 
his dignity, purity, and excellence. 

Toward men.| In doing nothing to them that I 
would not, on a change of dircutnstansed, they should 
do to me ; and in withholding nothing by which I might 
comfort and serve them. 

Verse 17. Now, after many years, &c.| And as 
a full proof that I act according to the dictates of this 
Divine and beneficent creed, though I have been many 
years absent from my own country, and my political 
relation to it is almost necessarily dissolved, yet, far 
from coming to disturb the peace of society, or to in- 
jure any person, I have brought aums to my nation, 
the fruits of my own earning and influence among a 
foreign people, and oFFERINGs to my God and his 
temple, proving hereby my attachment to my country, 
and my reverence for the worship of my country’s God. 

Verse 18. Found me purified in the temple] And 
the Jews of Asia, who stirred up the persecution 
against me in Jerusalem, found me purified in the tem- 
ple, regularly performing the religious vow into which 
I had entered; giving no cause for suspicion; for I 
made no tumult, nor had I any number of people with 
me, by whom I could have accomplished any seditious 
purpose. 

Verse 20. Any evil doing in me while I stood be- 
fore the council] The Jews of Asia, the most com- 
petent witnesses, though my declared enemies, and 
they who stirred up the persecution against me, should 
have been here: why are they kept back? Because 
they could prove nothing against me. Let these, 
therefore, who are here, depose, if they have found 
any evil in me, or proved against me, by my most virulent 
adversaries, when examined before them in their coun- 
eil at Jerusalem. 

Verse 21. Except tt be for this one voice] The 
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21 Except it be for this one 4.,M. cir. 496 
voice, that I cried standing among Pe 
them, * Touching the resurrec- 
tion of the dead I am called in question by 
you this day. 

22 4 And when Felix heard these things, 
having more perfect knowledge of that way, 
he deferred them, and said, When * Lysias the 
chief captain shall come down I will know 
the uttermost of your matter. 

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep 
Paul, and to let him have liberty, and ¥ that 
he should forbid none of his acquaintance to 
minister or come unto him. 


16. t Chap. xxiii. 6; xxviii. 20. 


*Chap. xxii. 30; xxv. b 
¥ Chap. xxvil. 3; xxviii. 16. 


u Ver. 7. 


Sadducees who belong to that council, and who de- 
ny the resurrection of the dead, may indeed blame me 
for professing my faith in this doctrine; but, as this 
is a doctrine credited by the mation in general, and as 
there can be nothing criminal in such a belief, and 
they can bring no accusation against me relative to 
any thing else, this, of course, is the sum of all the 
charges to which I am called to answer before you 
this day. 

Verse 22. And when Felix heard these things] 
There is considerable difficulty in this verse. Trans- 
lators greatly vary concerning the sense; and the 
MSS. themselves read variously. Mr. Wakefield’s 
translation appears to be as proper as most: Now Fe- 
ha, upon hearing these things, put them off by saying, 
When Lysias the captain is come down, after I have 
gained amore exact knowledge of this doctrine, I will 
inquire fully into your business. 

Calmet’s translation is nearly to the same sense :-— 

Felix, having heard these things, put them off to 
another time, saying, When I shall have acquired a 
more accurate knowledge of this sect, and when the 
tribune Lysias shall have come from Jerusalem, I will 
judge of your business. 

And this mode of interpretation is rendered the more 
likely from the circumstance, that, previously to the 
coming down of Lysias, Felix had sent for Paul, con- 
cerning the faith of Christ; and this he appears to 
have done, that he might be the better qualified to 


judge of the business, when it should come again be 


fore him. See on verse 20. 

Verse 23. He commanded a centurion to keep Paul} 
He gave him into the custody of a captain, by whom 
he was most likely to be well used: and to let him 
have liberty ; he freed him from the chains with which 
he was bound to the soldiers, his keepers. See on 
chap. xxi. 33. And that he should forbid none of his 
acquaintance, tov tiv, of his own people, his fellow 
appstles, and the Christians in general, to minister or 
come unto him; to furnish him with any of the conve- 
niences and comforts of life, and visit him as often as 
they pleased. This was an ample proof that Felix 
found no evil in him; and he would certainly have 
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Paul preaches before Felix CHAP. 
A. M. cir. 4064. 24 | And after certain days, 
An. Olymp. when Felix came with his wife 


cir. CCIX: 4. E A 

—_____—"—_ Drusilla, which was a Jewess, 
he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning 
the faith in Christ. 


25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, 


Ww Exodus, 


dismissed him but for two reasons: 1. He wanted to 
please the Jews, who, he knew, could depose grievous 
things against his administration. 2. He hoped to 
get money from the apostle, or his friends, as the pur- 
chase of his liberty. 

Verse 24. His wife Drusilla} We have already 
seen that Felix was thrice married: two of his wives 
were named Drusilla; one was a Roman, the niece 
or grand-daughter of Antony and Cleopatra, mention- 
ed by Tacitus, lib. v. cap. 9. ‘The other, the person 
in the text, was a Jewess, daughter to Herod Agrippa 
the Great. See chap. xii. 1, &c. When she was 
but six years of age, she was affianced to Epiphanes, 
son of Antiochus, king of Comagene, who had promis- 
ed to embrace Judaism on her account; but, as he did 
not keep his word, her brother Agrippa (mentioned 
chap. xxv. 13) refused to ratify the marriage. About 
the year of our Lord 53, he married her to Azizus, 
king of the Emesenes, who received her on condition 
of being circumcised. Felix having seen her, fell 
desperately in love with her, and by means of a pre- 
tended Jewish magician, a native of Cyprus, persuaded 
her to leave her husband; on which Felix took her 
to wife. She appears, on the whole, to have been a 
person of indifferent character; though one of the 
finest women of that age. It is said that she, and a 
son she had by Felix, were consumed in an eruption 
of Mount Vesuvius. See Josephus, Antiq. lib. xx. 
cap. 7, and see Calmet and Rosenmiiller. ; 

Heard him concerning the faithin Christ.] For the 
purpose mentioned in the note on ver. 21, that he 
might be the more accurately instructed in the doc- 
trines, views, &c., of the Christians. 

Verse 25. As he reasoned of righteousness] Arxat- 
oovync ; The principles and requisitions of justice and 
right, between God and man; and between man and 
his fellows, in all relations and connections of life. 

Temperance] Eykparecac, Chastity ; self-government 
or moderation with regard to a man’s appetites, pas- 
sions, and propensities of all kinds. 

And judgment to come] Kpiwarog tov peAdovroc ; 
The day of retribution, in which the unjust, intempe- 
rate, and incontinent, must give account of all the 
deeds done in the body. This discourse of St. Paul 
was most solemnly and pointedly adapted to the state 
of the person to whom it was addressed. Felix was 
tyrannous and oppressive in his government; lived 
under the power of avarice and unbridled appetites ; 
and his incontinence, intemperance, and injustice, 
appear fully in depriving the king of Emesa of his 
wife, and in his conduct towards St. Paul, and the 
motives by which that conduct was regulated. And as 
to Drusilla, who had forsaken the husband of her youth, 
and forgotten the covenant of her God, and become 
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time; when I have a convenient season, I wil: 
call for thee. 
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the willing companion of this bad man, she was worthy 
of the strongest reprehension ; and Paul’s reasoning on 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment, was not less 
applicable to her than to her unprincipled paramour. 

Felix trembled] ‘ The reason of Felix’s fear,” says 
Bp. Pearce, “ seems to have been, lest Drusilla, who 
was a Jewess, and knew that what she had done was 
against the law of Moses, might be influenced by Paul’s 
discourse, and Felix’s happiness with her disturbed. 
What is said of Felix, ver. 26, seems to show that he 
had no remorse of conscience for what he had done.” 
On the head of Drusilla’s scruples, he had little to fear ; 
the king of Emesa, her husband, had been dead about 
three years before this ; and as to Jewish scruples, she 
could be little affected by them: she had already acted 
in opposition to the Jewish law, and she is said to have 
turned heathen for the sake of Felix. We may there- 
fore hope that Felix felt regret for the iniquities of his 
life ; and that his conscience was neither so seared nor 
so hardened, as not to receive and retain some gracious 
impressions from such a discourse, delivered by the 
authority, and accompanied with the influence, of the 
Spirit of God. His frequently sending for the apostle, 
to speak with him in private, is a proof that he wished 
to receive farther instructions in a matter in which he 
was so deeply interested; though he certainly was not 
without motives of a baser kind; for he hoped to get 
money for the liberation of the apostle. 

Go thy way for this time] His conscience had 
received as much terror and alarm as it was capable of 
bearing; and probably he wished to hide, by privacy, 
the confusion and dismay which, by this time, were 
fully evident in his countenance. 

Verse 26. He hoped also that money should have been 
given him| Bp. Pearce asks, “ How could St. Luke 
know this?” To which I answer: From the report of 
St. Paul, with whom Felix had frequent conferences, 
and to whom he undoubtedly expressed this wish. 
We may see, here, the most unprincipled avarice, in 
Felix, united to injustice. Paul had proved before him 
his innocence of the charges brought against him by 
the Jews. They had retired in confusion when he had 
finished his defence. Had Felix been influenced by 
the common principles of justice, Paul had been imme- 
diately discharged ; but he detained him on the hope 
of a ransom. He saw that Paul was a respectable 
character; that he had opulent friends; that he was 
at the head of a very numerous sect, to whom he was 
deservedly dear ; and he took it, therefore, for granted 
that a considerable sum of money would be given for 
his enlargement. Felix was a freed man of the 
Emperor Claudius ; consequently, had once been a 
slave. The stream rises not above its source: the 
meanness of the slave is still apparent, and it is now 
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insufferable, being added to the authority and influence 
of the governor. Low-bred men should never be 
intrusted with the administration of public affairs. 

Verse 27. After two years| That is, from the time 
that Paul came prisoner to Cesarea. 

Porcius Festus| 'This man was put into the govern- 
ment of Judea about A. D. 60, the sixth or seventh 
yearof Nero. In the succeeding chapter we shall see 
the part that Ae took in the affairs of St. Paul. 

Willing to show the Jews a pleasure] As he had 
not got the money which he expected, he hoped to be 
able to prevent the compiaints of the Jews against his 
government, by leaving Paul, in some measure, in their 
hands. For it was customary for governors, &c., when 
they left, or were removed from a particular district or 
province, to do some public, beneficent act, in order to 
make themselves popular. But Felix gained nothing 
by this: the Jews pursued him with their complaints 
against his administration, even to the throne of the 
emperor. Josephus states the matter thus: “ Now 
when Porcius Festus was sent as successor to Felix, 
by Nero, the principal of the Jewish inhabitants of 
Cesarea went up to Rome, to accuse Felix. And he 
certainly would have been brought to punishment, had 
not Nero yielded to the importunate solicitations of his 
brother Pallas, who was at that time in the highest 
reputation with the emperor.”—Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 9. 
Thus, like the dog in the fable, by snatching at the 
shadow, he lost the substance. He hoped for money 
from the apostle, and got none; he sought to conci- 
liate the friendship of the Jews, and miscarried. 
Honesty is the best policy: he that fears God need 
fear nothing else. Justice and truth never deceive 
their possessor. 


1. Envy and malice are indefatigable, and torment 
themselves in order to torment and ruin others. That 
a high priest, says pious Quesnel, should ever be in- 
duced to leave the holy city, and the functions of reli- 
gion, to become the accuser of an innocent person ; this 
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could be no other than the effect of a terrible derelic- 
tion, and the punishment of the abuse of sacred things. 

2. Tertullus begins his speech with flattery, against 
which every judge should have a shut ear; and then 
he proceeds to calumny and detraction. These gene- 
rally succeed each other. He who flatters you, will in 
course calumniate you for receiving his flattery. When 
a man is conscious of the uprighiness of his cause, he 
must know that to attempt to support it by any thing 
but truth tends directly to debase it. 

3. The resurrection of the body was the grand ob- 
ject of the genuine Christian’s hope; but the ancient 
Christians only hoped for a dlessed resurrection on the 
ground of reconciliation to God through the death of 
his Son. In vain is our hope of glory, if we have not 
got a meeiness for it. And who is fit for this state of 
blessedness, but he whose iniquity is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered, and whose heart is purified from deceit 
and guile! 

4. We could applaud the lenity shown to St. Paul 
by Felix, did not his own conduct render his motives 
for this lenity very suspicious. “To think no evil, 
where no evil seems,” is the duty of a Christian; but 
to refuse to see it, where it most evidently appears, is 
an imposition on the understanding itself. 

5. Justice, temperance, and a future judgment, the 
subjects of St. Paul’s discourse to Felix and Drusilla, 
do not concern an iniquitous judge alone; they are 
subjects which should affect and interest every Chris- 
tian; subjects which the eye should carefully examine, 
and which the heart should ever feel. Justice respects 
our conduct in life, particularly in reference to others : 
temperance, the state and government of our souls, in 
reference to God. He who does not exercise himSelf 
in these has neither the form nor the power of godli- 
ness; and consequently must be overwhelmed with the 
shower of Divine wrath in the day of God’s appearing. 
Many of those called Christians, have not less reason 
to tremble at a display of these truths than this 
heathen. 


CHAPTER XXV. 


Porcwus Festus being appointed governor of Judea, instead of Felix, the Jews beseech him to have Paul 
brought up to Jerusalem, that he might be tried there ; they lying in wait to kill him on the way, 1-3. 
Festus refuses, and desires those who could prove any thing against him, to go with him to Caesarea, 4,5. 


Festus, having tarried at Jerusalem about ten days, returns to Cesarea, 


and the next day Paul is brought 


to his trial, and the Jews of Jerusalem bring many groundless charges against him, against which he de- 


fends himself, 6-8. 
lem, and be tried there, 9. 
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In order to please the Jews, Festus asks Paul 
Paul refuses, and appeals to Cesar, 
King Agrippa, and Bernice his wife, come to Cesarea to visit Festus, 
accusations against Paul, his late trial, and his appeal from them to Cesar, 14-21. 
hear Paul, and a hearing is appointed for the following day, 22. 
and chief men of the city being assembled, Paul is brought forth, 23. 


if he be willing to go up to Jerusa- 

and Festus admits the appeal, 10-13. 

and are informed by him of the 

Agrippa desires to 

Agrippa, Bernice, the principal officers 

Festus opens the business with 
I 


The Jews clamour against Paul, 


CHAP. XXV. 


who 1s brought before Festus. 


generally stating the accusations against Paul, his trial on these accusations, the groundless and frivolous 
nature of the charges, his own conviction of his innocence, and his desire that the matter might be heard 
by the king himself, that he might have something specifically to write to the emperor, to whom he was 


about to send Paul, agreeably to his appeal, 24-27. 


can ak ole OW when Festus was come 
An. Olymp. in fal 
in Dlymp.. into the province, after three 


days he ascended from Cesarea 
to Jerusalem. 

2 * Then the high priest and the chief of the 
Jews informed him against Paul, and besought 
him, 

3 And desired favour against him, that he 
would send for him to Jerusalem, ” laying 
wait in the way to kill him. 

4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be 
kept at Cesarea, and that he himself would 
depart shortly thither. f 
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5 Let them therefore, said he, 
which among you are able, 
go down with me, and accuse 
this man, °if there be any wickedness in 
him. 

6 And when he had tarried among them 
4more than ten days, he went down unto 
Cesarea; and the next day, sitting on the 
judgment seat, commanded Paul to be brought. 

7 And when he was come, the Jews which 
came down from Jerusalem stood round about, 
¢ and laid many and grievous complaints against 
Paul, which they could not prove. 


aChap. xxiv. 1; ver. 15. b Chap: xxiii. 12, 15. 
xvill. 14; ver. 18. 


© Chap. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXV. 

Verse 1. Now when Festus was come into the pro- 
vince] By the province is meant Judea; for, after 
the death of Herod Agrippa, Claudius thought it im- 
prudent to trust the government in the hands of his son 
Agrippa, who was then but seventeen years of age ; 
therefore Cuspius Fadus was sent to be procurator. 
And when afterwards Claudius had given to Agrippa 
the tetrarchate of Philip, that of Batanea and Abila, 
he nevertheless kept the province of Judea more im- 
mediately in his own hands, and governed it by procu- 
rators sent from Rome. Joseph. Ant. lib. xx. cap. 7, 
sec. 1. Felix being removed, Porcius Festus is sent 
in his place ; and having come to Czwsarea, where the 


Roman governor generally had his residence, after he: 


had tarried three days, he went up to Jerusalem, to 
acquaint himself with the nature and complexion of the 
ecclesiastical government of the Jews; no doubt, for 
the purpose of the better administration of justice among 
them. 

Verse 2. The high priest—informed him against 
Paul] They supposed that as Felix, to please them, 
on the resignation of his government, had left Paul 
bound, so Festus, on the assumption of it, would, to 
please them, deliver him into their hand; but, as they 
wished this to be done under the colour of justice, they 
exhibited a number of charges against Paul, which 
they hoped would appear to Festus a sufficient reason 
why a new trial should be granted ; and he be sent to 
Jerusalem to take this trial. Their motive is men- 
tioned in the succeeding verse. 

Verse 4. Festus answered, that Paul should be kept 
at Cesarea] It is truly astonishing that Festus should 
refuse this favour to the heads of the Jewish nation, 
which, to those who were not in the secret, must ap- 
pear so very reasonable ; and especially as, on his 


coming to the government, it might be considered an | 


act that was likely to make him popular; and he could 

have no interest in denying their request. But God 

had told Paul that he should testify of him at Rome ; 
1 


dOr, as some ge read, no more than eight or ten days. 
e Mark xv. 3; Luke xxiii. 2, 10; chap. xxiv. 5, 13. 


and he disposed the heart of Festus to act as he did; 
and thus disappointed the malice of the Jews, and ful- 
filled his own gracious design. 

He—would depart shortly] So had the providence 
of God disposed matters that Festus was obliged to 
return speedily to Cesarea; and thus had not time to 
preside in such a trial at Jerusalem. And this reason 
must appear sufficient to the Jews; and especially as 
he gave them all liberty to come and appear against 
him, who were able to prove the alleged charges. 

Verse 5. Let them—which among you are able} 
Qi dvvarot, Those who have authority ; for so is this 
word often used by good Greek authors, and by Jose- 
phus. Festus seems to have said: “I have heard 
clamours from the multitude relative to this man; but 
on such clamours no accusation should be founded : 
yourselves have only the voice of the multitude as the 
foundation of the request which you now make. I 
cannot take up accusations which may affect the life 
of a Roman citizen on such pretences. Are there any 
respectable men among you; men in office and autho- 
rity, whose character is a pledge for the truth of their 
depositions, who can prove any thing against him? If 
so, let these come down to Cesarea, and the cause 
shall be tried before me ; and thus we shall know whe- 
ther he be a malefactor or not.” 

Verse 6. When he had tarried—more than ten days} 
The strangeness of this mode of expression suggests 
the thought that our printed text is not quite correct in 
this place ; and this suspicion is confirmed by an exa~- 
mination of MSS. and versions : 7juepac ov TAELove OKTW 
n deka, NoT more than EIGHT oR ten days, is the read- 
ing of ABC, several others of great respectability, with 
the Coptic, Armenian, and Vulgate. Griesbach admits 
this reading into the text: and of it Professor White 
says, Lectio indubie genwina: “This is doubtless the 
genuine reading.” 

Verse’'7. The Jews—laid many and grievous com- 
plaints against Paul] As they must have perceived 
that the Roman governors would not intermeddle with 
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of the Jews, neither against the 
temple, nor yet against Cesar, have I offended 
any thing at all. 

9 But Bestia é willing to do the Jews a plea- 
sure, answered Paul, and said, » Wilt thou go 
up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these 
things before me ? 

10 Then said Paul, I stand at Cesar’s judg- 
ment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the 


f Chap. vi. 13; xxiv. 12; i rl, 17.—+ Chapter xxiv. 27. 
er. 20. 


questions of their law, &c., they no doubt invented 
some new charges, such as sedition, treason, &c., in 
order to render the mind of the governor evil affected 
towards Paul; but their malicious designs were de- 
feated, for assertion would not go for proof before a 
Roman tribunal: this court required proof, and the 
blood-thirsty persecutors of the apostle could produce 
none. 

Verse 8. While he answered for himself | In this 
instance St. Luke gives only a general account, both 
of the accusations and of St. Paul’s defence. But, 
from the words in this verse, the charges appear to 
have been threefold: 1. That he had broken the law. 
2. That he had defiled the temple. 3. That he dealt 

“in treasonable practices: to all of which he no doubt 
answered particularly ; though we have nothing far- 
ther here than this, Newther against the law of the 
Jews, neither against the temples: nor yet against Cesar, 
have I offended any thing at all. 

Verse 9. Willing to do the Jews a pleasure] This 
was merely to please them, and conciliate their esteem ; 
for he knew that, as Paul was a Roman citizen, he 
could not oblige him to take a new trial at Jerusalem. 

Verse 10. I stand at Cesar’s judgment seat] Every 
procurator represented the person of the emperor in 
the province over which he presided; and, as the seat 
of government was at Cesarea, and Paul was now 
before the tribunal on which the emperor’s represent- 
ative sat, he could say, with the strictest propriety, 
that he stood before Cesar’s judgment seat, where, as 
a freeman of Rome, he should be tried. 

As thou very well knowest.| The record of this 
trial before Felix was undoubtedly left for the inspec- 
tion of Festus ; for, as he left the prisoner to his suc- 
cessor, he must also leave the charges against him, 
and the trial which he had undergone. Besides, Fes- 
tus must be assured of his innocence, from the trial 
through which he had just now passed. 

Verse 11. For if I be an offender] If it can be 
proved that I have broken the laws, so as to expose 
me to capital punishment, I do not wish to save my 
life by subterfuges; I am before the only competent 
tribunal; here my business should be ultimately de- 
cided. 

No man may deliver me unto them| The words 
of the apostle are very strong and appropriate. The 
Jews asked as a favour, yapur, from Festus, that he 
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thou very well knowest. ey 

Ll? For if bean offender, =. ee 
or have committed any thing worthy of denis 
I refuse not to die: but if yere be none of 
those things whereof these accuse me, no man 
may deliver me unto them. *I appeal unto 
re Cesar. 

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with 
the council, answered, Hast thou appealed 
unto Cesar? unto Cesar shalt thou go. 


iVer. 25; chap. xviii. 14; xxiii. 29; xxvi. 31—— Chap. xxvi. 
32; xxviii. 19. 


would send Paul to J Atari ver. 3. Festus, will- 
ing to do the Jews yapiy, this favour, asked Paul if 
he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged, ver. 
9.. Paul says, I have done nothing amiss, either 
against the Jews or against Cesar ; therefore no man 
pe Ovvatat avtowe yaproacbat, can make a PRESENT 
of me to them; that is, favour them so far as to put 
my life into their hands, and thus gratify them by my 
death. Festus, in his address to Agrippa, ver. 16, 
admits this, and uses the same form of speech: It zs 
not the custom of the Romans, xaptfecOat, gratui- 
tously to give up any one, gc. Much of the beauty of 
this passage is lost by not attending to the original 
words. See on ver. 16. 

I appeal unto Cesar.) A freeman of Rome, who 
had been tried for a crime, and sentence passed on him, 
had aright to appeal to the emperor, if he conceived 
the sentence to be unjust; but, even defore the sen- 
tence was pronounced, he had the privilege of an ap- 
peal, in criminal cases, if he conceived that the judge 
was doing any thing contrary to the laws. ANTE sen- 
tentiam appellari potest in criminal negotio, si gudex 
contra leges hoc faciat.—Grotivs. 

An appeal to the emperor was highly respected. 
The Julian law condemned those magistrates, and 
others having authority, as violaters of the public peace, 
who had put to death, tortured, scourged, imprisoned, 
or condemned any Roman citizen who had appealed to 
Cesar. Lege Julia de vi publica damnatur, qui aliqua 
potestate preditus, Cwem Romanum ad Imperatorem 
appellantem necarit, necarive jusserit, torserit, verbe- 
raverit, condemnaverit, in publica vincula duct jusserit. 
Pauli Recept. Sent. lib. v. t. 26. 

This law was so very sacred and imperative, that, 
in the persecution under Trajan, Pliny would not at- 
tempt to put to death Roman citizens who were proved 
to have turned Christians ; hence, in his letter to Tra- 
jan, lib. x. Ep. 97, he says, Fuerunt ali similis amen- 
tie, quos, quia cives Romani erant, annotavi in urbem 
remittendos. ‘There were others guilty of similar 
folly, whom, finding them to be Roman citizens, I have 
determined to send to the city.” "Very likely these 
had appealed to Cesar. 

Verse 12. Conferred with the council] From this 
circumstance, we may learn that thé appeal of Paul to 


Cesar was conditional; else Festus could not have 
deliberated with his council whether it should be grant- 
1 


Festus states the cause of 
“An Digie 82 ae i And after certain days 
n. Ole mp. cl 1 ni 
eee. ing Agrippa and Bernice came 


unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 
14 And when they had been there many 
days, Festus declared Paul’s cause unto the 


king, saying, |! There is a certain man left in 
bonds by Felix : 


CHAP. XXV. 


Paul to King Agrippa. 


15 ™ About whom, when I was 4- haat ae 
at Jerusalem, the chief priestsand An. Olymp. 
the elders of the Jews informed —°°C*:? 
me, desiring to have judgment against him. 

16 * To whom I answered, It is not the 
manner of the Romans to deliver any man to 
die, before that he which is accused have the 


1 Chap. xxiv. 27.——™ Ver. 2, 3. 


ed; for he had no power to refuse to admit such an 
appeal. We may, therefore, understand Paul thus : 
“T now stand before a tribunal where I ought to be 
judged ; if thou refuse to hear and try this cause, ra- 
ther than go to Jerusalem, I appeal to Cesar.” Fes- 
tus, therefore, consulted with the council, whether he 
should proceed to try the cause, or send Paul to Rome; 
and it appears that the majority were of opinion that 
he should be sent to Cesar. 

Hast thou appealed unto Cesar, g&c.] Rather, 
Thou hast appealed unto Cesar, and to Cesar thou 
shalt go. The Jews were disappointed of their hope ; 
and Festus got his hand creditably drawn out of a 
business with which he was likely to have been greatly 
embarrassed. 

Verse 13. King Agrippa] This was the son of 
Herod Agrippa, who is mentioned chap. xii. 1. Upon 
the death of his father’s youngest brother, Herod, he 
succeeded him in the kingdom of Chalcis, by the favour 
of the Emperor Claudius: Jos. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 4, 
s. 2; and Bell. lib. ii. cap. 12, s. 1. Afterwards, 
Claudius removed him from that kingdom to a larger 
one, giving him the tetrarchy of Philip, which contained 
Trachonitis, Batanea, and Gaulonitis. He gave him, 
likewise, the tetrarchy of Lysanias, and the province 
which Varus had governed. Jos. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 
6, s. 1; Bell. lib. ii. cap. 12, s. 8. Nero made a 
farther addition, and gave him four cities, Adila, Julias 
in Perea, Tarichaa and Tiberias in Galilee: Jos. 
Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 7, s. 4; Bell. lib. ii. cap 13,s. 2. 
Claudius gave him the power of appointing the high 
priest among the Jews; Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 
1, s. 3; and instances of his exercising this power may 
be seen in Joseph. Antiq. lib. xx. cap. 7, s. 8, 11. 
This king was strongly attached to the Romans, and 
did every thing in his power to prevent the Jews 
from rebelling against them; and, when he could not 
prevail, he united his troops to those of Titus, and 
assisted in the siege of Jerusalem: he survived the 
ruin of his country several years. See Bishop Pearce 
and Calmet. 

Bernice, or, as she is sometimes called, Berenice, 
was sister of this Agrippa, and of the Drusilla men- 
tioned chap. xxiv. She was at first married to her 
uncle Herod, king of Chalcis, Jos. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 
9,s. 1; and, on his death, went to live with her brother 
Agrippa, with whom she was violently suspected to 
lead an incestuous life. Juvenal, as usual, mentions 
this in the broadest manner—Sat. vi. ver. 155 :— 


Deinde adamas notissimus, et Berenices 
In digito factus pretiosior : hunc dedit olim 
Barbarus incestw, dedit hunc Agrippa sorori. 


Vor. I. (. 5B2 ) 


o Ver, 4, 5, 


“ Next, a most valuable diamond, rendered more pre- 
cious by being put on the finger of Berenice; a bar- 
barian gave it to this incestuous woman formerly ; and 
Agrippa gave this to his sister.” Josephus mentions 
the report of her having criminal conversation with 
her brother Agrippa, ¢nung extoxovonc, ort TadEAdw 
ovvyet. To shield herself from this scandal, she per- 
suaded Polemo, king of Cilictza, to embrace the Jewish 
religion, and marry her; this he was induced to do on 
account of her great riches ; but she soon left him, and 
he revolted to heathenism: see Jos. Antiq. lib. xx. 
cap. 7, s. 3. After this, she lived often with her 
brother, and her life was by no means creditable ; she 
had, however, address to ingratiate herself with Titus 
Vespasian, and there were even rumours of her becom- 
ing empress propterque insignem regine Berenices 
amorem, cui etiam nuptias pollicitus ferebatur.—Suet. 
in Vit. Titt. Which was prevented by the murmurs of the 
Roman people: Berenicen statim ab urbe dimisit, 
invitus invitam.—lbid. Tacitus also, Hist. lib. ii. 
cap. 1, speaks of her love intrigue with Titus. From 
all accounts she must have been a woman of great ad- 
dress ; and, upon the whole, an exceptionable character. 

Verse 14. Declared Paul’s cause unto the king] 

Festus knew that Agrippa was better acquainted with 
such matters than he was; and he wished, in some 
sort, to make him a party in this business. 
- Verse 15. Desiring to have judgment against him.] 
Instead of dixnv, gudgment, katadixnv, condemnation, 
sentence of death, is the reading of ABC, and several 
others, which is probably genuine. ‘This is evidently 
the meaning of the place, whichever reading. we pre- 
fer. Nothing could satisfy these men but the death 
of the apostle. It was not justice they wanted, but 
his destruction. 

Verse 16. It is not the manner of the Romans to 
delwer any man to die] Xapgecbar tiva avpwror, 
To MAKE A PRESENT of any man; gratuatously to give 
up the life of any man, through favour or caprice 
Here is a reference to the subject discussed on ver. 11. 

Before that he which is accused have the accusers 
face to face, &c.] For this righteous procedure the 
Roman jaws were celebrated over the civilized world. 
Appian, in his Hist. Roman., says : ov watptov odtow 
axpitovg karadixatecba. It ts not their custom to con- 
demn men before they have been heard. And Puro De 
Presid. Rom., says: tote yap kotvoug éavtoug mapexov- 
Tec dtKacsac €& LOOV, KaL TwY KaTHYOpwY Kat aToAoyoupeE~ 
VOV AKOVOMEVOL, fLnOEVOG AKPLTOV TpoKcTayiwwokElv asvovv- 
Tec, eBpaBevov ovre mpoc eyOpay, ovTe Tpoc Yaply, adda 
Tpoc THY OVOLY THE aANOELaG, Ta Jokarta Eat Jixaca, 
“ For then, by giving sentence in common, and hearing 
impartially both plaintiff and defendant, not thinking 
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Agrippa desires to hear Paul, 


A.M. cir. 4066. accusers face to face, and have 
An. Olymp. license to answer for himself, con- 
ee cerning the crime laid against him. 
17 Therefore, when they were come hither, 
© without any delay, on the morrow I sat on 
the judgment seat, and commanded the man 
to be brought forth. 

18 Against whom, when the accusers stood 
up, they brought none accusation of such things 
as I supposed. 

19 » But had certain questions against him 
of there own: superstition, and of one Jesus, 
which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 
alive. 

20 And because *1 doubted of such manner 


THE AOTS. 


of questions, I asked hzm whether Ay 4066. 
he would go to Jerusalem, and = An. Olymp. 


cir. OCX. 2: 
there be judged of these matters. 


21 But when Paul had appealed to be re- 
served unto the "hearing of Augustus, I com- 
manded him to be kept till I might send him 
to Cesar. . 

22 Then * Agrippa said unto Festus, I would 
also hear the man myself. To-morrow, said 
he, thou shalt hear him. 

23 § And on the morrow, when Agrippa 
was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and 
was entered into the place of hearing, with the 
chief captains, and principal men of the city, at 
Festus’ commandment Paul was brought forth. 


° Ver, 6.——P Chap. xviii. 15; xxiii. 29——4 Or, I was doubt- 


ful how to inquire hereof. T Or, judgment.—> See ch. ix. 15. 


it right to condemn any person unheard, they decided 
as appeared to them to be just ; without either enmity 
or favour, but according to the merits of the case.”— 
See Bp. Pearce. England can boast such laws, not 
only in her statute books, but in constant operation in 
all her courts of justice. Even the king himself, were 
he so inclined, could not imprison nor punish a man 
without the regular procedure of the law; and twelve 
honest men, before whom the evidence has been ad- 
duced, the case argued, and the law laid down and 
explained, are ultimately to judge whether the man be 
guilty or not guilty. Here, in this favoured country, 
are no arbitrary wnprisonments—no Bastiles—no 
lettres de cachet. Lex facit Regem: the law makes 
the king, says Bracton, and the king is the grand exe- 
cutor and guardian of the laws—laws, in the eyes of 
which the character, property, and life of every sub- 
ject are sacred. 

Verse 18. They brought none accusation of such 
things as I supposed} It was natural for Festus, at 
the first view of things, to suppose that Paul must be 
guilty of some very atrocious crime. When he found 
that he had been twice snatched from the hands of the 
Jews; that he had been brought to Cesarea, as a pri- 
soner, two years before; that he had been tried once 
before the Sanhedrin, and once before the governor of 
the province ; that he had now lain two years in bonds; 
and that the high priest and all the heads of the Jewish 
nation had united in accusing him, and whose con- 
demnation they loudly demanded ; when, I say, he con- 
sidered all this, it was natural for him to suppose the 
apostle to be some flagitious wretch; but when he had 
tried the case, and heard their accusations and his de- 
fence, how surprised was he to find that scarcely any 
thing that amounted to a crime was laid to his charge ; 
and that nothing that was laid to his charge could be 
proved ! 

Verse 19. Questions—of their own superstition] 
Mepe tye wdvag devowdatwoviac; Questions concerning their 
own religion. Superstition meant something as bad 
among the Romans as it does among us; and is it 
likely that Festus, only a procurator, should thus speak 
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to Agrippa, a KING, concerning his own religion? He 
could not have done so without offering the highest 
insult. The word decovdaizovea must therefore simply 
mean religion—the national creed, and the national 
worship, as I have at large proved it to mean, in the 
observations at the end of chap. xvil. 

And of one Jesus, which was dead, §c.] In this 
way does this poor heathen speak of the death and 
resurrection of Christ! There are many who profess 
Christianity that do not appear to be much farther en- 
lightened. 

Verse 20. I doubted of such manner of questions] 
Such as, whether he had broken their law, defiled their 
temple; or whether this Jesus, who was dead, was 
again raised to life. 

Verse 21. Unto the hearing of Augustus] Exc tyv 
tov LEeBacov dtayvwowv; To the discrimination of the 
emperor. For, although c¢Gaco¢ is usually translated 
Augustus, and the Roman emperors generally assum- 
ed this epithet, which signifies no more than the 
venerable, the august, yet here it seems to be used 
merely to express the emperor, without any reference 
to any of his attributes or titles. 

Verse 22. I would also hear the man myself] A 
spirit of curiosity, similar to that of Herod, Luke 
Xx. 8. 

As Herod, the father of this Agrippa, had been so 
active an instrument in endeavouring to destroy Chris- 
tianity, having killed James, and was about to have 
put Peter to death also, had not God sent him to his 
own place, there is no doubt that Agrippa had heard 
much about Christianity ; and as to St. Paul, his con- 
version was so very remarkable that his name, in con- 
nection with Christianity, was known, not only through- 
out Judea, but through all Asia Minor and Greece. 
Agrippa, therefore, might naturally wish to see and 
hear a man of whom he had heard so much. 

Verse 23. With great pomp] Meta rodAne davraorac; 
With much phantasy, great splendour, great parade, 
superb attendance or splendid retinue: in this sense 
the Greek word is used by the best writers. Wetstein 
has very justly remarked, that these children of Herod 

( 56* ) 


who is brought before him, 


Festus acknowledges that Paul 


CHAP. 


24 And Festus said, King 
Agrippa, and all men which are 
here present with us, ye see 
this man, about whom tall the multitude of 
the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusa- 
lem, and also here, crying, that he ought “ not 
to live any longer. 

25 But when I found that ¥ he had com- 
mitted nothing worthy of death, ¥ and that 
he himself hath appealed to Augustus, 


- 

A. M. cir. 4066, 
A. D. cir. 62. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


XXVI. had done nothing worthy of death. 
A.M. cir. 4066, 
send "Deir. 62 


An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


I have determined to 
him. 

26 Of whom I have no certain 
thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore, I have 
brought him forth before you, and specially 
before thee, O King Agrippa, that, after exami- 
nation had, I might have somewhat to write. 

27. For it seemeth to me unreasonable to 
send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the 
crimes laid against him. 


tViers 2. Ss dc « Chap. xxii. 22. 


the Great made this pompous appearance in that very 
city where, a few years before, their father, for his 
PRIDE, was smitten of God, and eaten up by worms! 
How seldom do the living lay any of God’s judgments 
to heart ! 

The place of hearing| <A sort of audience chamber, 
in the palace of Festus. This was not a trial of Paul; 
there were no Jews present to accuse him, and he 
could not be tried but at Rome, as he had appealed to 
Cesar. These grandees wished to hear the man 
speak of his religion, and in his own defence, through 
a principle of curiosity. 

Verse 26. J have no certain thing to write] No- 
thing alleged against him has been substantiated. 

Unto my Lord] The title Kupioc, Dominus, Lord, 
both Augustus and Tiberius had absolutely refused ; 
and forbade, even by public edicts, the application of 
it to themselves. ‘Tiberius himself was accustomed 
to say that he was lord only of his slaves, emperor or 
general of the ¢roops, and prince of the senate. See 
Suetonius, in his life of this prince. The succeeding 
emperors were not so modest ; they affected the title. 
Nero, the then emperor, would have it; and Pliny the 
younger is continually giving it to Trajan in his letters. 

Verse 27. For it seemeth to me unreasonable, &c.] 
Every reader must feel the awkward situation in which 
Festus stood. He was about to send a prisoner to 
Rome, to appear before Nero, though he had not one 
charge to support against him; and yet he must be 
sent, for he had appealed to Caesar. He hoped there- 
fore that Agrippa, who was of the Jewish religion, 
would be able to discern more particularly the merits 
of this case ; and might, after hearing Paul, direct him 
how to draw up those letters, which, on sending the 
prisoner, must be transmitted to the emperor. 

This chapter ends as exceptionably as the twenty- 
first. It should have begun at ver. 13, and have been 


¥ Chap. xxiii. 9, 29; xxvi. 31. 
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continued to the end of the twenty-sixth chapter, or 
both chapters have been united in one. 


1. From St. Paul’s appeal to Cesar, we see that it 
is lawful to avail ourselves, even in the cause of God, 
of those civil privileges with which his mercy has 
blessed us. It is often better to fall into the hands of 
the heathen than into the hands of those who, from 
mistaken views of religion, have their hearts filled with 
bitter persecuting zeal. ‘Those who can murder aman, 
pretendedly for God’s sake, because he does not think 
exactly with them on veremonial or speculative points 
of divinity, have no portion of that religion which came 
down from God. 

2. The Jews endeavoured by every means to deny 
the resurrection of our Lord; and it seems to have 
been one part of their accusation against Paul, that 
he asserted that the man, Jesus, whom they had cruci- 
fied, was risen from the dead. On this subject, a pious 
writer observes: “What a train of errors and mise- 
ries does one single instance of deceit draw after it ; 
and what a judgment upon those, who, by corrupting 
the guards of the sepulchre, the witnesses of the resur- 
rection of our Lord, have kept their whole nation in 
infidelity!” Thus it often happens in the world that 
one bad counsel, one single lie or calumny, once es- 
tablished, is the source of infinite evils. 

3. The grand maxim of the Roman law and govern- 
ment, to condemn no man unheard, and to confront 
the accusers with the accused, should be a sacred max- 
im with every magistrate and minister, and among all 
private Christians. How many harsh judgments and 
uncharitable censures would this prevent! Conscien- 
tiously practised in all Christian societies, detraction, 
calumny, tale-bearing, whispering, backbiting, misun- 
derstandings, with every unbrotherly affection, would 
necessarily be banished from the Church of God. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Paul answers for himself before Agrippa, to whom he pays a true compliment, in order to secure a favoura 
ble hearing, 1-3 ; gives an account of his education from his youth up, 4, 5; shows that the Jews perse- 
cuted him for his maintaining the hope of the resurrection, 6-8 ; states his persecution of the Christians, 
9-11; gives an account of his miraculous conversion, 12-15 ; and of his call to the mimstry, 16-18. 


His obedience to that call, and his success in preaching the doctrine of Christ crucified, 19-23. 


While 


he is thus speaking, Festus interrupts him, and declares him to be mad through his abundant learning, 24 ; 


which charge he modestly refutes with inmitable address, and appeals to King Agrippa 


1 


for the truth and 
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Paul’s defence of himself 


THE ACTS. 


ee 
correctness of his speech, 25-27. On which, Agrippa confesses himself almost converted to Christianity, — £ 


before King Agruppa 


28. Paul’s affectionate and elegant address to him on this declaration, 29. The council breaks up, and 


they all pronounce him innocent, 30-32. 


"THEN Agrippa said unto Paul, 

Thou art permitted to speak 
for thyself. *'Then Paul stretch- 
ed forth the hand, and answered for himself : 

2 I think myself happy, King Agrippa, be- 
cause I shall answer for myself this day be- 
fore thee, » touching all the things whereof I 
am accused of the Jews: 

3 Especially because I know thee to be ex- 
pert in all customs and questions which are 
among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee 
to hear me patiently. 

4 My manner of life from my youth, which 
was at the first among mine own nation at 
Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 


A. M, cir. 4066. 
A. D. cir. 62. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


aChap. xxiv. 10; Prov. xviii. 13; John vii. 51— Chap. 
xxv. 10. ¢ Chap. xxi. 35, xx 6s xxiv, 15, 225, Phil. au; 
De 4 Chap. xxiii. 6. €Gen. iii. 15; xxii. 18; xxvi. 4; 
xlix. 10; Deut. xviii. 15; 2 Samuel vii. 12; Psa. exxxii. 11; 
sas iv. 25) vill4) xy, 65ex).) LOel Jere xxulin Dex xxiin et 4, 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXVI. 

Verse 1. Then Paul stretched forth the hand] 
This act, as we have already seen on chap. xxi. 40, was 
merely to gain attention ; it was no rhetorical flourish, 
nor designed for one. J*rom knowing, partly by de- 
scriptions, and partly by ancient statues, how orators 
and others who address a concourse of people stood, 
we can easily conceive the attitude of St. Paul. When 
the right hand was stretched out, the left remained 
under the cloak, which being thrown off the right 
shoulder, to give the arm the fuller liberty, it then 
rested on the left: under these circumstances, the 
hand could be stretched out gracefully, but was con- 
fined to no one attitude, though the third and fourth 
fingers were generally clenched. 

Verse 2. I think myself happy] As if he had said, 
This is a peculiarly fortunate circumstance in my fa- 
vour, that I am called to make my defence before a 
judge so intelligent, and so well acquainted with the 
Jaws and customs of our country. It may be necessa- 
ry just to observe that this Agrippa was king of Tra- 
chonitis, a region which lay on the north of Palestine, 
on the east side of Jordan, and south of Damascus. 
For his possessions, see on chap. xxv. 13. 

Verse 4. My manner of life, gc.] The apostle 
means to state that, though born in T'arsus, he had a 
regular Jewish education, having been sent up to Je- 
rusalem for that purpose; but at what age does not 
appear; probably about twelve, for at this age the 
male children were probably brought to the annual so- 
lemnities. See on Luke ii. 41. 

Verse 5. After the most straitest sect] That is, 
the Pharisees ; who were reputed the strictest in their 
doctrines, and in their moral practices, of all the sects 
then among the Jews. The sects were the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and Essenes. 
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me from the “sy "5 Gr. 2, 


An. Olymp. 
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5 Which knew 
beginning, if they would testify, 
that after °the most  straitest 
sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. 

6 4 And now I stand and am judged for the 
hope of * the promise made of God unto our 
fathers : 

7 Unto which promise ‘ our twelve tmbes, 
instantly serving God & day » and night, ‘ hope 
to come. For which hope’s sake, King 
Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. 

8 Why should it be thought a thing in- 
credible with you, that God should raise the 
dead ? 

9 J verily thought with myself, that I ought 


15, 16; Ezekiel xxxiv. 23; xxxvil. 24; Dan. ix. 24; Mic. 
vii. 20; chapter xiii. 32; Romans xv. 8; Titus ii. 13. 
f James i. 1.—& Gr. night and day. h Luke i. 37; 1) Tim. 
v.55) 1 Thess: “ii. 10: i Phil. iii, 11.——*John xvi. 2; 
Tim. i513. 


Verse 6. For the hope of the promise] ‘This does 
not appear to mean, the hope of the Messiah, as some 
have imagined, but the hope of the resurrection of the 
dead, to which the apostle referred in chap. xxiii. 6, 
where he says to the Jewish council, (from which the 
Roman governor took him,) of the hope and resurrec- 
tion of the dead I am called in question: see the notes 
there. And here he says, I stand and am judged for 
the hope of the promise, &c., and to which, he says, 
ver. 7, the twelve tribes hope to come. ‘The Messiah 
had come, and was gone again, as Paul well knew; 
and what is here meant is something which the Jews 
hoped to come to, or attain ; not what was to come to 
them ; and this singular observation excludes the Mes- 
siah from being meant. It was the resurrection of all 
men from the dead which Paul’s words signified ; and 
this the Jews had been taught to hope for, by many 
passages in the Old Testament. I shall only add, 
that when, in the next verse, this hope of the promise 
is mentioned as what the Jews did then hope, xaravrn- 
oat, to come to, it is the very same word which Paul, 
in Phil. iii. 11, uses to express the same thing: Jf by 
any means, (says he) xaravtnow, I might attain to, the 
resurrection of the dead. Bp. Pearce. 

Verse 8. That God should raise the dead?| As 
Agrippa believed in the true God, and knew that one 
of his attributes was omnipotence, he could not be- 
lieve that the resurrection of the dead was an wn- 
possible thing; and to this belief of his the apostle 
appeals ; and the more especially, because the Saddu- 
cees denied the doctrine of the resurrection, though 
they professed to believe in the same God. Two attri- 
butes of God stood pledged to produce this resurrec- 
tion: his truth, on which his promise was founded ; 
and his power, by which the thing could be easily af- 
fected, as that power is unlimited. 
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Paul gives an account 
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to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 

10 ! Wlsch thing I also did in Jerusalem : 
and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, 
having received authority ™ from the chief 
priests ; and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them. 

11 ™And I punished them oft in every syn- 
agogue, and compelled them to blaspheme ; 
and being exceedingly mad against them, I 
persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12 ° Whereupon as I went to Damascus 
with authority and commission from the chicf 
priests, 

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a 
light from heaven, above the brightness of the 

1 Chap. viii. 3; Gal. i. 13. 


4 Chap. xxii. 19. 
4 Chap. xxii. 21. 


m Chap. ix. 14, 21; xxii. 5. 
© Chap. ix. 3; xxi, 6——P Chap. xxii. 15. 
P 


Some of the best critics think this verse should be 
read thus: What! should it be thought a thing incre- 
dible with you, if God should raise the dead 2 

Verse 10. Many of the saints} From what is said 
in this verse, it seems that Paul, before his conversion, 
was invested with much power: he imprisoned the 
Christians; punished many in various synagogues ; 
compelled them to blaspheme—to renounce, and, per- 
haps, to execrate Christ, in order to save their lives ; 
and gave his voice, exerted all his influence and au- 
thority, against them, in order that they might be put 
to death ; and from this it would seem that there were 
other persons put to death besides St. Stephen, though 
their names are not mentioned. 

Verse 11. Being exceedingly mad against them] 
Only a madman will persecute another because of his 
differing from him in religious opinion ; and the fiercest 
persecutor is he who should be deemed the most furi- 
ous madman. 

Unto strange cities.| Places out of the jurisdiction 
of the Jews, such as Damascus, which he immediately 
mentions. 

Verse 12. Whereupon as I went to Damascus] See 
the whole account of the conversion of Saul of Tar- 
sus explained at large, in the notes on chap. ix. 2, &e. 

Verse 16. But rise, &c.] The particulars men- 
tioned here, and in the two following verses, are not 
given in chap. ix., nor in chap. xxii., where he gives 
an account of his conversion. He has detailed the 
different circumstances of that important event, as he 
saw it necessary; and perhaps there were several 
others which then took place, that he had no oppor- 
tunity of mentioning, because there was nothing in 
succeeding occurrences which rendered it necessary 
to produce them. 

To make thee a minister] ‘Yrnpernv, An under- 
rower ; that is, one who is under the guidance and 
authority of another; an assistant, or servant. So 
Paul was to act solely under the authority of Jesus 
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CHAP. XXVI,. 


+ of his miraculous conversion. 


sun, shining round about me and A.M. cir 4066. 
them which journeyed with me. An. Olymp. 
14 And when we were all fallen —" °°*:”. 
to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, 
and saying, in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee 
to kick against the pricks. 
15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And 
he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, ? to 
make thee a minister and a witness both of 
these things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto thee ; 
17 Delivering thee from the people, and from 
the Gentiles, 4 unto whom now I send thee, 
18 * To open their eyes, and * to turn them 


rIsa. xxxv. 5; xii. 7; Luke i. 79; John viii. 12; 2 Cor. iv. 
4; Eph. i. 18; 1 Thess. v. 5——*2 Cor. vi. 14; Eph. iv. 18; 
Ve Ge Col. 1 1357 I Pet.11.9; 20: 


Christ ; and tug hard at the oar, in order to bring the 
vessel, through the tempestuous ocean, to the safe 
harbour. See the concluding observations on John, 
chap. vie 

And a witness] Mapzupa, A martyr. Though this 
word literally means a witness, yet we apply it only to 
such persons as have borne testimony to the truth of 
God at the hazard and expense.of their lives. In this 
sense, also, ancient history states St. Paul to have been 
a witness ; for it is said he was beheaded at Rome, by 
the command of Nero. 

In the which I will appear] Here Christ gives him to 
understand that he should have farther communications 
from himself; and this may refer either to those inter- 
positions of Divine Providence by which he was so 
often rescued from destruction, or to those encourage- 
ments which he received in dreams, visions, trances, 
&c., or to that general inspiration under which he was 
enabled to apprehend and reveal the secret things of 
God, for the edification of the Church. To all of 
which may be added that astonishing power by which 
he was so often enabled to work miracles for the con- 
firmation of the truth. 

Verse 17. Delivering thee from the people] From 
the Jews—and from the Gentiles, put here in opposi- 
tion tothe Jews ; and both meaning mankind at large, 
wheresoever the providence of God might send him. 
But he was to be delivered from the malice of the 
Jews, that he might be sent with salvation to. the 
Gentiles. 

Verse 18. To open their eyes] To be the instru- 
ment of informing their understanding in .the things 
of God. 

To turn them from darkness to light] From hea- 
thenism and superstition to the knowledge and worship 
of the true God. 

From the power of Satan unto God| Tne eSovorag 
tov Sarava, From the authority and domination of 
Satan; for as the kingdom of darkness is his king- 
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Paul states the doctrines 
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which he had preached. 


_M. cir. 4066. 


: A 
A.M cu. 4 from darkness to light, and from | 21 For these causes” the Jews’ “4 a5 
An. Olymp. the power of Satan unto God, |caught me in the temple, and a os 


ct UE that they may receive forgive- 


ness of sins, and “inheritance among them 
which are ¥ sanctified by faith that is in me. 

19 Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient unto the heavenly vision : 

20 But * showed first unto them of Damas- 
cus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the 
coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to God, and do 
* works meet for repentance. 


tLuke i. 77——" Eph. i. 11; Col. i. 12. ¥ Chap. xx. 32. 
w Chap. ix. 20, 22, 29; xi. 26; xiil., xiv., XVl., XVil., XVII, X1X., 
XX.) XXL. x Matt. i11. 8——Y Chap, xxi. 30, 31. 


went about to kill me. — 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I 
continue unto this day, witnessing both to 
small and great; saying none other things 
than those * which the prophets and * Moses 
did say should come : 

23 » That Christ should suffer, and ° that he 
should be the first that should rise from the 
dead, and ¢ should show light unto the people, 
and to the Gentiles. 


z Luke xxiv. 27, 44; chap. xxiv. 14; xxviii. 23; Rom. ii. 21. 
a John v. 46. b Luke xxiv. 26, 46. ©] Cor. xv. 20; Col. i. 
18; Rev. i. 5——4 Luke ii. 32. 


dom, so those who live in this darkness are under his 
dominion; and he has authority and right over them. 
The blessed Gospel of Christ is the means of bring- 
ing the soul from this state of spiritual darkness and 
wretchedness to the light and liberty of the children 
of God; and thus they are brought from under the 
power and authority of Satan, to be under the power 
and authority of Gon. 

That they may receive forgiveness of sins] That 
all their sins may be pardoned, and their souls sanc- 
tified ; for nothing less is implied in the phrase, adeoce 
épapttwy, which signifies the taking away or removal 
of sins. 

And inheritance] By remission of sins, i. e. the 
removal of the guilt and pollution of sin, they become 
children of God ; and, if children, then heirs ; for the 
children of the heavenly family shall alone possess the 
heavenly estate. And as the inheritance is said to be 
among them that are SANCTIFIED, this is a farther proof 
that adecie duapriwy signifies, not only the forgiveness 
of sins, but also the purtfication of the heart. 

By faith that is in me.| By believing on Christ 
Jesus, as dying for their offences, and rising again for 
their justification. ‘Thus we see that not only this 
salvation comes through Christ, but that it is to be 
received by faith; and, consequently, neither by the 
merit of works, nor by that of suffering. 

Verse 19. I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision] This, O Agrippa, was the cause of my con- 
version from my prejudices and mal-practices against 
the doctrine of Christ. The vision was from heaven ; 
I received it as such, and began to preach the faith 
which I had before persecuted. 

Verse 20. But showed first unto them af Damascus] 
He appears to have preached at Damascus, and in the 
neighbouring parts of Arabia Deserta, for about three 
years ; and afterwards he went up to Jerusalem. See 
Gal. i. 17, 18; and see the note on chap. ix. 23. 

That they should repent] Be deeply humbled for 
their past iniquities, and éwrn to God as their Judge 
and Saviour, avoiding all idolatry and all sin; and 
thus do works meet for repentance ; that is, show by 
their conduct that they had contrite hearts, and that 


they sincerely sought salvation from God alone. For} 
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the meaning of the word repentance, see the note on 
Matt. iil. 2. 

Verse 21. For these causes the Jews—went about 
to kill me.| These causes may be reduced to four 
heads :—1. He had maintained the resurrection of the 
dead. 2. The resurrection of Christ, whom they had 
crucified and slain. 3. That this Jesus was the pro- 
mised Messiah. 4. He had offered salvation to the 
Gentiles as well as to the Jews. He does not mention 
the accusation of having defiled the temple, nor of dis- 
loyalty to the Roman government ; probably, because 
his adversaries had abandoned these charges at his 
preceding trial before Festus: see chap. xxv. 8; and 
see Calmet. 

Verse 22. Having—obtained help of God] Accord- 
ing to the gracious promise made to him: see ver. 17. 

Witnessing both to small and great) Preaching 
before kings, rulers, priests, and peasants; fearing no 
evil, though ever surrounded with evils ; nor slacken- 
ing in my duty, notwithstanding the opposition I have 
met with both from Jews and Gentiles. And these 
continual interpositions of God show me that I have 
not mistaken my call, and encourage me to go forward 
in my work. 

Verse 23. That Christ should suffer] That the 
Christ, or Messiah, should suffer. This, though fully 
revealed in the prophets, the prejudices of the Jews 
would not permit them to receive: they expected 
their Messiah to be a glorious secular prince ; and, to 
reconcile the fifty-third of Isaiah with their system, 
they formed the childish notion of two Messiahs— 
Messiah ben David, who should reign, conquer, and 
triumph ; and Messiah ben Ephraim, who should suffer 
and be put to death. A distinction which has not the 
smallest foundation in the whole Bible. 

As the apostle says he preached none other things 
than those which Moses and the prophets said should 
come, therefore he understood that both Moses and the 
prophets spoke of the resurrection of the dead, as well 
as of the passion and resurrection of Christ. If this 
be so, the favourite system of a learned bishop cannot 
be true; viz. that the doctrine of the immortality of 
the soul was unknown to the ancient Jews. 

That he should be the first that should rise from 
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Festus, with a loud voice, CHAP. 
A M. cir. 4066, 


t bike Be T And as he thus spake 

Be for himself, F estus said with a 

loud voice, Paul, ° thou art beside 

thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 

25 But he said, J am not mad, most noble 

Festus; but speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness. 


XXVI. 


26 For the king knoweth of A.M. cir. 4066. 
: A. D. cir. 62, 
these things, before whom also An. Olymp. 
I speak freely: for I am persuad- ee 
ed that f none of these things are hidden from 
him ; for this thing was not done in a corner. 
27 King Agrippa, believest thou the pro- 
phets ? I know that thou believest. 


charges Paul with madness. 


©2 Kings ix. 11; John x. 205 1 Cor-i. 235 i. 13, 14; iv. 10. 


f Luke xxiv. 19; John vii. 4; xvii. 20. 


the dead| That is, that he should be the first who 
should rise from the dead so as to die no more; and 
to give, in his own person, the proof of the resurrec- 
tion of the human body, no more to return under the 
empire of death. In no other sense can Jesus Christ 
be said to be the first that rose again from the dead ; 
for Blisha raised the son of the Shunammite. A dead 
man, put into the sepulchre of the Prophet Elisha, was 
restored to life as soon as he touched the prophet’s 
bones. Christ himself had raised the widow’s son at 
Nain; and he had also raised Lazarus, and several 
others. All these died again; but the human nature 
of our Lord was raised from the dead, and can die no 
more. Thus he was the first who rose again from the 
dead to return no more into the empire of death. 

And should show light unto the people] Should give 
the true knowledge of the law and the prophets to the 
Jews; for these are meant by the term people, as in 
ver. 17. And lo the Gentiles, who had no revelation, 
and who sat in the valley of the shadow of death: 
these also, through Christ, should be brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, and be made a glorious Church, 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. That the 
Messiah should be the light both of the Jews and Gen- 
tiles, the prophets had clearly foretold: see Isa. lx. 1: 
Arise and shine, or be illuminated, for thy LIGHT is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
And again, Isa. xlix. 6: I will give thee for a LicHT 

to the Gentites, that thou mayest be my salvation 
unto the ends of the earth. With such sayings as 
these Agrippa was well acquainted, from his education 
as a Jew. 

Verse 24. Paul, thou art beside thyself] ‘Thou 
art mad, Paul!” “Thy great learning hath turned 
thee into a madman.” As we sometimes say, thou 
art cracked, and thy brain is turned. By the ta roada 
vpayyara it is likely that Festus meant no more than 
this, that Paul had got such a vast variety of know- 
ledge, that his brain was overcharged with it: for, in 
this speech, Paul makes no particular show of what we 
call learning ; for he quotes none of their celebrated 
authors, as he did on other occasions ; see chap. Xvil. 
28. But he here spoke of spiritual things, of which 
Festus, as a Roman heathen, could have no concep- 
tion ; and this would lead him to conclude that Paul 
was actually deranged. This is not an uncommon 
case with many professing Christianity ; who, when a 
man speaks on experimental religion, on the life of 
God in the soul of man—of the knowledge of salva- 
tion, by the remission of sins—of the witness of the 
Spirit, &c., &c., things essential to that Christianity 
by which the soul is saved, are ready to ery out, Thou 
art mad: he is an enthusiast; that is, a religious 
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madman; one who is not worthy to be regarded; and 
yet, strange to tell, these very persons who thus cry 
out are surprised that Festus should have supposed 
that Paul was beside himself ! 

Verse 25. I am not mad, most noble Festus| 'This 
most sensible, appropriate, and modest answer, was the 
fullest proof he could give of his sound sense and dis- 
cretion. The title, Kpatice, most noble, or most ex- 
cellent, which he gives to Festus, shows at once that 
he was far above indulging any sentiment of anger or 
displeasure at Festus, though he had called him a 
madman; and it shows farther that, with the strictest 
conscientiousness, even an apostle may give tiles of 
respect to men in power, which taken literally, imply 
much more than the persons deserve to whom they are 
applied. Kpaticoc, which implies most excellent, was 
merely a title which belonged to the office of Festus. 
St: Paul hereby acknowledges him as the governor ; 
while, perhaps, moral excellence of any kind could with 
no propriety be attributed to him. 

Speak forth the words of truth and soberness.] 
AAnbevac kar cogpoovrne, Words of truth and of mental 
soundness. The very terms used by the apostle would 
at once convince Festus that he was mistaken. The 
sodpoovvy of the apostle was elegantly opposed to the 
vavia of the governor: the one signifying mental de- 
rangement, the other mental sanity. Never was an 


‘answer, on the spur of the moment, more happily 


conceived. 

Verse 26. Before whom also I speak freely] This 
is a farther judicious apology for himself and his dis- 
course. As if he had said: Conscious that the king 
understands all these subjects well, being fully versed 
in the law and the prophets, I have used the utmost 
freedom of speech, and have mentioned the tenets of 
my religion in their own appropriate terms. 

This thing was not done in a corner. The preach. 
ing, miracles, passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; were most public and notorious ; and of them 
Agrippa could not be ignorant ; and indeed it appears, 
from his own answer, that he was not, but was now 
more fully persuaded of the truth than ever, and almost 
led to embrace Christianity. 

Verse 27. Believest thou the prophets?| Having 
made his elegant compliment and vindication to Festus, 
he turns to Agrippa; and, with this strong appeal to 
his religious feeling, says, Believest thou the prophets ? 
——and immediately anticipates his reply, and, with great 
address, speaks for him, J know that thou belvevest. 
The inference from this belief necessarily was: “As 
thou believest the prophets, and I have proved that the 
prophets have spoken about Christ, as suffering and 
triumphing over death, and that all they say of the 
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Agrippa is almost persuaded THE 
acing, 28 Then Agrippa said unto 
An. Olymp. Paul, Almost thou persuadest 


ir, CCX. 2. “Ome 
_ch ae me to be a Christian. 


29 And Paul said, ¢I would to God, that 
not only thou, but also all that hear me this 
day, were both almost, and altogether such as 
T am, except these bonds. 

30 4 And when he had thus spoken, the 
king rose up, and the governor, and Ber- 


&1 Cor. vii. 7, 


Messiah has been fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, then 
thou must acknowledge that my doctrine is true.” 
Verse 28. Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tran,| Ev odryw we revere Xpisvavov yevecbar. This 
declaration was almost the necessary consequence of 
the apostle’s reasoning, and Agrippa’s faith, If he 
believed the prophets, see ver. 22 and 23, and believ- 
ed that Paul’s application of their words to Christ 
Jesus was correct, he must acknowledge the truth of 
the Christian religion ; but he might choose whether he 
would embrace and confess this truth, or not, However, 
the sudden appeal to his religious faith extorts from 
him the declaration, Thou hast nearly persuaded me 
to embrace Christianity. How it could have entered 
into the mind of any man, who carefully considered the 
curcumstances of the case, to suppose that these words 
of Agrippa are spoken ironically, is to me unaccounta- 
ble. Every circumstance in the case proves them to 
have been the genuine effusion of a heart persuaded of 
the truth; and only prevented from fully acknowledging 
it by secular considerations. 
' Verse 29. I would to God, $c.] Evéayny av tw 
Oey, Kat ev odtyw Kat ev ToAAG—So fully am I per- 
suaded of the infinite excellence of Christianity, and 
so truly happy am I in possession of it, that Z most 
ardently wish that not only thou, but this whole coun- 
cil, were not only almost, but altogether, such as I am, 
these cHAINS excepted. Thus, while his heart glows 
with affection for their best interests, he wishes that 
they might enjoy all his blessings, if possible, without 
being obliged to bear any cross on the account. His 
holding up his chain, which was probably now detached 
from the soldier’s arm, and wrapped about his own, 
must have made a powerful impression on the minds 
of his audience. Indeed, it appears they could dear 
the scene no longer; the king was overwhelmed, and 
rose up instantly, and so did the rest of the council, 
and went immediately aside ; and, after a very shart 
conference among themselves, they unanimously pro- 
nounced him innocent; and his last word, twv O&oMwr, 
BonDs! and the action with which it was accompanied, 
had made such a deep impression upon their hearts 
that they conclude their judgment with that very iden- 
tical word decuwwv. Would to God, says the apostle, 
that all who hear me this day were altogether such as 
as I am, except these Bonps! ‘The whole council say 
—This man hath done nothing worthy of death nor 
of BoNDs! Aecuwy, BONDS, is echoed by them from the 
last words of the apostle ; as we may plainly perceive 
that, seeing such an innocent and eminent man suffer- 
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ACTS. to embrace Christianity 
: “41 A.M. cir. 4066. 

nice, and they that sat with 4," cm. 406 

them : An. Olymp. 


ir. COX. 2. 
31 And when they were gone “7 ——~*_ 


aside, they talked between themselves, say- 
ing, This man doeth nothing worthy of 
death or of bonds. 

32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This 
man might have been set at liberty, ‘if he 
had not appealed unto Cesar. 


h Chap. xxiii. 9, 29; xxv. 25——i Chap. xxv. 11. 


ing such indignity had made a deep impression upon 
their hearts. Alas! why should such a man be in 
B-0-N-D-s ! 

Verse 32. Then said Agrippa, §c.] The king 
himself, who had participated in the strongest emotions 
on the occasion, feels himself prompted to wish the 
apostle’s immediate liberation ; but this was now ren- 
dered impracticable, because he had appealed to Cesar ; 
the appeal was no doubt registered, and the business 
must now proceed to a full hearing. Bp. Pearce con- 
jectures, with great probability, that Agrippa, on his 
return to Rome, represented Paul’s case so favour- 
ably to the emperor, or his ministers of state, that he 
was soon set at liberty there, as may be concluded 
from chap. xxviii. 30, that he dwelt two whole years 
in his own hired place ; and to the same cause it seems 
to have been owing that Julius, who had the care of 
Paul as a prisoner in the ship, treated him courteously ; 
see chap. xxvii. 3, 43. And the same may be gathered 
from chap. xxviii. 14, 16. So that this defence of 
the apostle before Agrippa, Bernice, Festus, &c., was 
ultimately serviceable to his important cause. 


1. Tue conversion of Saul was a wonderful work 
of the Spirit of God; and, as we have already seen, 
a strong proof of the truth of Christianity; and the 
apostle himself frequently appeals to it as such. 

2. His mission to the Gentiles was as extraordinary 
as the calling of the Gentiles itself. Every thing is 
supernatural in a work of grace; for, because nature 
cannot produce the effects, the grace of God. which 
implies the co-operation of his omniscience, omnipo- 
tence, and endless mercy, undertakes to perform the 
otherwise impossible task. 

3. From the commission of St. Paul, we see the 
state in which the Gentile world was, previously to the 
preaching of the Gospel. 

1. Their eyes are represented as closed; their un- 
derstanding was darkened; and they had no right 
apprehension of spiritual or eternal things. 

2. They were in a state of darkness ; living with- 
out the knowledge of the true God, in a region where 
nothing but ignorance prevailed. 

3. They were under the dominion and authority of 
Satan ; they were his vassals, and he claimed them 
as his right. 

4. They were in a state of guiltiness ; living, in 
almost every respect, in opposition to the dictates even 
of nature itself. 


5, They were polluted; not only hregular and 
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Paul is delivered to Julius, 


abominable in their dives, but also impure and unholy 
in their hearts. Thus far their state. 

Behold what the grace of the Gospel is to do for 
these Gentiles, in order to redeem them from this 
state :— } 

1. It opens their eyes; gives them an understanding, 
whereby they may discern the truth; and, without 
this illumination from above, the truth of God can 
never be properly apprehended. 

2. It turns them from the darkness to the light ; a 
fine metaphor, taken from the act of a blind man, who 
is continually turning his eyes towards the light, and 
rolling his eyes upwards towards the sun, and in all 
directions, that he may collect as many of the scattered 
rays as he can, in order to form distinct vision. In 
this way the Gentiles appeared to be, in vain, search- 
ing after the light, till the Gospel came, and turned 
their eyes to the Sun of righteousness. 

3. They are brought from under the dondage and 
slavery of sin and Satan, to be put under the obedience 
of Jesus Christ. So that Christ and his grace as 
truly and as fully vwle and govern them as sin and 
Satan did formerly. ‘This is a proof that the change 
is not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of 
the Lord. 


CHAP. 


XXVII. a centurion, to be taken to Rome 

4. He pardons thew sin, so that they are no longer 
liable to endless perdition. 

5. He sanctifies their nature, so that they are ca 
pable of loving and serving him fervently with pure 
hearts ; and are thus rendered fit for the enjoyment of 
the inheritance among the saints in light. 

Such a salvation, from such a bondage, does the 
Gospel of Christ offer to the Gentiles—to a lost world. 
It is with extreme difficulty that any person can be 
persuaded that he needs a similar work of grace on 
his heart to that which was necessary for the conver- 
sion of the Gentiles. We may rest assured that no 
man is a Christian merely by birth or education. It 
Christianity implies the life of God in the soul of man 
—the remission of sins—the thorough purification of 
the heart, producing that holiness without which none 
can see the Lord, then it is evident that God alone 
can do this work, and that neither dirth nor education 
can bestow it. By birth, every man is sinful; by 
practice, every man is a transgressor; for all have 
sinned. God alone, by faith in Christ Jesus, can save 
the sinner from his sins. Reader, has God saved thee 
from this state of wretchedness, and brought thee 
‘into the glorious liberty of his children?” Let thy 
conscience answer for itself. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


It being determined that Paul should be sent to Rome, he is delivered to Julius, a centurion, 1. 


They em- 


bark in a ship of Adramyttium, and come the next day to Sidon, 2, 3. They sail thence, and pass Cyprus, 


Cilicia, and Pamphylia, and come to Myra, 4, 5. 


They are transferred there to a ship of Alexandria 


going to Italy; sail past Cnidus, Crete, Salmone, and come to the Fair Havens, 6-8. Paul predicts 


a disastrous voyage, 9-11. 


They sail from the Fair Havens, in order to reach Crete, and winter there ; 


but, having a comparatively favourable wind, they sail past Crete, and meet with a tempest, and are brought 
into extreme peril and distress, 12-20. Paul’s exhortation and prediction of the loss of the ship, 21-26 
After having been tossed about in the Adriatic Sea, for many days, they are at last shipwrecked on the 
island of Melita; and the whole crew, consisting of two hundred and seventy-six persons, escape safe to 


land, on broken fragments of the ship, 27-44. 


Cee a ND when ? it was determined 
An. Olymp. that we should sail into Italy, 


in CCX. 2. - i 
ere they delivered Paul and certain 


other prisoners unto one named Julius, a cen- 
turion of Augustus’ band. 


a Chap. xxv. 12, 25. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXVII. 

Verse 1. And when it was determined, §c.] That 
is, when the governor had given orders to carry Paul 
to Rome, according to his appeal ; together with other 
prisoners who were bound for the same place. 

We should sail] By this it is evident that St. Iuke 
was with Paul; and it is on this account that he was 
enabled to give such a circumstantial account of the 
voyage. 

Julius, a centurion of Augustus’ band.|  Lipsius 
has found the name of this cohort on an ancient 
marble ; see Lips. in Tacit. Hist. lib. ii. The same 
cohort is mentioned by Suetonius, in his life of 
Nero, 20. 

Verse 2. A ship of Adramyttium] There were 
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2 And entering into a ship of 4,Micu. 406. 
Adramyttium, we — launched, Sees 
meaning to sail by the coasts of —————. 
Asia; one » Aristarchus, a Macedonian of 
Thessalonica, being with us. 


b Chap. xix. 29. 


several places of this name; and in different MSS. 
the name is variously written. The port in question 
appears to have been a place in Mysia, in Asia Minor. 
And the abbé Vertot, in his history of the Knights of 
Malta, says it is now called Mehedia. Others think 
it was a city and seaport of Africa, whence the ship 
mentioned above had been fitted out; but it is more 
probable that the city and seaport here meant is 
that on the coast of the Algean Sea, opposite Mity- 
lene, and not far from Pergamos. See its situation 
on the map. 

‘Aristarchus, a Macedonian] We have seen this 
person with St. Paul at Ephesus, during the disturb- 
ances there, chap. xix. 29, where he had been seized 
by the mob, and was in great personal danger. He 
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Paul, in sailing for Italy, 


fo Mae 4066. 3 And the next day we touch- 

. D. cir z 

Bn Oy ed at Sidon. And Julius © cour- 
cir. CC 


teously entreated Paul, and gave 
him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh 
himself. 

4 And when we had launched from thence, 
we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds 
were contrary. 

5 And when we had sailed over the sea of 
Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a 
city of Lycia. 

6 And there the centurion found a ship of 
Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us 
therein. 

7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, 


THE ACTS. 


touches at Myra, in Lycia 
and scarce were come. over Sion 
against Cnidus, the wind not An. Olymp. 


cir. CCX. 2. 


suffermg us, we sailed under 
4 Crete, over against Salmone ; 

8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place 
which is called the Fair Havens; nigh where- 
unto was the city of Lasea. 

9 Now when much time was spent, and »vhen 
sailing was now dangerous, © because the fast 
was now already past, Paul admonished 
them, 

10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that 
this voyage will be with f hurt and much dam- 
age, not only of the lading and ship, but also 
of our lives. 


© Ch. xxiv. 23; xxvii. 16.—4 Or, Candy.—® The fast was on the 


tenth day of the seventh month, Lev. xxiii. 27,29.— Or, injury. 


afterwards attended Paul to Macedonia, and returned 
with him to Asia, chap. xx. 4. Now, accompanying 
him to Rome, he was there a fellow prisoner with 
him, Col]. iv. 10, and is mentioned in St. Paul’s 
epistle to Philemon, ver. 24, who was probably their 
common friend.—Dedd. Luke and Aristarchus were 
certainly not prisoners at this time, and seem to have 
gone with St. Paul merely as his companions, through 
affection to him, and love for the cause of Christianity. 
How Aristarchus. became his fellow prisoner, as is 
stated Col. iv. 10, we cannot tell, but it could not 
have been at this time. 

Verse 3. Touched at Sidon] For some account 
of this place, see the notes on Matt. xi. 21; and 
Acts xii. 20. 

Julius courteously entreated Paul] At the conclu- 
sion of the preceding chapter, it has been intimated 
that the kind treatment which Paul received, both 
from Julius and at Rome, was owing to the impression 
made on the minds of Agrippa and Festus, relative 
to his innocence. It appears that Julius permitted 
him to go ashore, and visit the Christians which were 
then at Sidon, without using any extraordinary precau- 
tions to prevent his escape. He was probably accom- 
panied with the soldier to whose arm he was chained ; 
and it is reasonable to conclude that this soldier would 
fare well on St. Paul’s account. 

Verse 4. We sailed under Cyprus] 
iv. 36. 

Verse 5. Pamphylia] See on chap. ii. 10. 

Myra, a city of Lycia.| The name of this city is 
written variously in the MSS., Myra, Murrha, Smyra, 
and Smyrna. Grotius conjectures that all these names 
are corrupted, and that it should be written Limyra, 
which is the name both of a river and city in Lycia. 
It is certain that, in common conversation, the first 
syllable, 4, might be readily dropped, and then Myra, 
the word in the text, would remain. Strabo men- 
tions both Myra and Limyra, lib. xiv. p- 666. The 
former, he says, is twenty stadia from the sea, ex 
ueTewpov Aodov, upon a high hill: the latter, he says, 
is the name of a river; and twenty stadia up this 
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See on chap. 


river is the town Limyra itself. These places were 
not far distant, and one of them is certainly meant. 

Verse 6. A ship of Alexandria] It appears, from 
ver. 38, that this ship was laden with wheat, which 
she was carrying from Alexandria to Rome. We 
know that the Romans imported much corn from 
Egypt, together with different articles of Persian and 
Indian merchandise. 

Verse 7. Sailed slowly many days] Partly because 
the wind was contrary, and partly because the vessel 
was heavy laden. ‘ 

Over against Cnidus] This was a city or promon 
tory of Asia, opposite to Crete, at one corner of the 
peninsula of Caria. Some think that this was an 
island between Crete and a promontory of the same 
name. 

Over against Salmone] We have already seen that 
the island formerly called Crete is now called Candia ; 
and Salmone or Sammon, or Samonium, now called 
Cape Salamon, or Salamina, was a promontory on the 
eastern coast of that island. 

Verse 8. The Fair Havens] This port still re- 
mains; and is known by the same name; it was situ- 
ated towards the northern extremity of the island. 

Was the city of Lasea.] There is no city of this 
name now remaining: the Codex Alexandrinus reads 
Adacca, Alassa; probably Lysia, near the port of 
Gortyna, to the eastward. 

Verse 9. Sailing was now dangerous, because the 
fast was now already past] It is generally allowed 
that the fast mentioned here was that of the great day 
of atonement which was always celebrated on the tenth 
day of the seventh month, which would answer to the 
latter end of our September ; see Lev. xvi. 29 ; xxiii. 
27, &c. As this was about the time of the autumnal 
equinox, when the Mediterranean Sea was sufficiently 
tempestuous, we may suppose this feast alone to be 
intended. To sail after this feast was proverbially 
dangerous among the ancient Jews. See proofs in 
Schoetigen. 

Verse 10. I perceive that this voyage will be with 
hurt, fc.) Paul might either have had this intimation 
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He and his company meet CHAP. 


sy SERS 11 Nevertheless the centurion 
An. Olymp. believed the master and _ the 


cir. CCX, 2. : 
—_—_—_——— owner of the ship, more than 


those things which were spoken by Paul. 

12 9 And because the haven was not com- 
modious to winter in, the more part advised 
to depart thence also, if by any means they 
might attain to Pheenice, and there to winter ; 


XXVII. 


with the tempestuous Euroclydon. 


which is a haven of Crete, and 4-M. cir. 4066 
5 A. D. cir. 62. 
lieth toward the south-west and An. Olymp. 
north-west. Bind te) 

13 And when the south wind blew softly, 
supposing that they had obtained their purpose, 
loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete. 

14 But not long after there % arose against 
it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon. 


& Or, beat ; 


from the Spirit of God, or from his own knowledge of 
the state of this sea after the autumnal equinox, and 
therefore gave them this prudent warning. 

Verse 11. The centurion believed the master] To 
KuBepvyty, the pilot; and owner of the ship, Tw vavkdAnpa, 
the captain and proprietor. ‘This latter had the com- 
mand of the ship and the crew; the pilot had the guid- 
ance of the vessel along those dangerous coasts, under 
the direction of the captain; and the centurion had the 
power to cause them to proceed on their voyage, or to 
go into port, as he pleased ; as he had other state pri- 
soners on board; and probably the ship itself was 
freighted for government. Paul told them, if they 
proceeded, they would be in danger of shipwreck ; the 
pilot and captain said there was no danger; and the 
centurion, believing them, commanded the vessel to 
proceed on her voyage. It is likely that they were 
uow in the port called the Fair Havens. 

Verse 12. Might attain to Phenice] It appears 
that the Fair Havens were at the eastern end of the 
island, and they wished to reach Phenice, which lay 
farther towards the wesé. 

Toward the south-west and north-west.] Kata AiBa 
kat kata ywpov. The libs certainly means the south- 
west, called libs, from Libya, from which it blows to- 
wards the AXgean Sea. The chorus, or cawrus, means 
a north-west wind. Virgil mentions this, Geor. iii. 
ver. 356. 


Semper hyems, semper spirantes frigora cauri. 


“Tt is always winter ; and the cauri, the north- 
westers, ever blowing cold.” 


Dr. Shaw lays down this, and other winds, in a Greek 
compass, on his map ; in which he represents the drift- 
ing of St. Paul’s vessel from Crete, till it was wrecked 
at the island of Melita. Travels, p. 331, 4to. edit. 

Verse 13. When the south wind blew softly] Though 
this wind was not very favourable, yet, because it blew 
softly, they supposed they might be able to make their 
passage. 

They sailed close by Crete.] Kept as near the coast 
as they could. See the track on the map. 

Verse 14. A tempestuous wind, called Eurocly- 
don.] Interpreters have been greatly perplexed with 
this word ; and the ancient copyists not less so, as the 
word is variously written in the MSS. and versions. 
Dr. Shaw supposes it to be one of those tempestuous 
winds called levanters, which blow in all directions, 
from N. E. round by the E. to S. E. The eurocly- 
don, from the circumstances which attended it, he says, 
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Psa. lv. 8. 


“seems to have varied very little from the true east 
point ; for, as the ship could not bear, avtop~faApery, 
loof up, against it, ver. 15, but they were obliged to 
let her drive, we cannot conceive, as there are no re- 
markable currents in that part of the sea, and as the 
rudder could be of little use, that it could take any 
other course than as the winds directed it. Accord- 
ingly, in the description of the storm, we find that the 
vessel was first of all under the island Clauda, ver. 
16, which is a little to the southward of the parallel 
of that part of the coast of Crete from whence it may 
be supposed to have been driven; then it was tossed 
along the bottom of the Gulf of Adria, ver. 27, and 
afterwards broken to pieces, ver. 41, at Melita, which 
is a little to the northward of the parallel above men- 
tioned; so that the direction and course of this parti- 
cular ewroclydon seems to have been first at east by 
north, and afterwards, pretty nearly east by south.” 
These winds, called now Jevanters, and formerly, it 
appears, ewroclydon, were no determinate winds, blow- 
ing always from one point of the compass : ewroclydon 
was probably then, what devanier is now, the name 
of any tempestuous wind in that sea, blowing from the 
north-east round by east to the south-east; and there- 
fore St. Luke says, there rose against it (i. e. the ves- 
sel) a tempestuous wind called ewroclydon; which 
manner of speaking shows that he no more considered 
it to be confined to any one particular point of the com- 
pass, than our sailors do their levanter. Dr. Shaw 
derives evpoxAvdwr from evpov kAvdwv, an eastern tem- 
pest, which is the very meaning affixed to a levanter 
at the present day. 

The reading of the Codex Alexandrinus is evpakv- 
dwv, the north-east wind, which is the same with the 
euro-aquilo of the Vulgate. This reading is approved 
by several eminent critics ; but Dr. Shaw, in the place 
referred to above, has proved it to be insupportable. 

Dr. Shaw mentions a custom which he has several 
times seen practised by the Mohammedans in these 
levanters :—After having tied to the mast, or ensign 
staff, some apposite passage from the Koran, they col- 
lect money, sacrifice a sheep, and throw them both 
into the sea. ‘This custom, he observes, was practised 
some thousand years ago by the Greeks: thus Arvs- 
tophanes :— 


Apv’, apva pedatvar, matdec, eSeveyxare 
Tuguc¢ yap exBawvev mapaokevacetat. 
Ran. Act. iii. s. 2, ver. 871. 
A lamb! boys, sacrifice a black lamb immediately : 


For a tempest is about to burst forth. 
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They are in danger of shipwreck, THE 


A.M. cir. 4068. 15 And when the ship was 
. . CY. . 
An. Olymp. caught, and could not bear up 


Reh into the wind, ‘ we let her drive. 


16 And running under a certain island which 


i Jonah i. 13. 


h Psa. cxxvii. 1, 2. 


Virgil refers to the same custom :— 
Sic fatus, meritos aris mactavit honores : 
Taurum Neptuno, taurum tibi, pulcher Apollo ; 
Nigram hyemi pecudem, zephyris felicibus albam. 
fin. iii. ver. 118. 
Thus he spake, and-then sacrificed on the altars the 
proper eucharistic victims :— 
A bull to Neptune, and a bull to thee, O beautiful 
Apollo ; 
A black sheep to the north wind, and a white sheep 
to the west. 
And again :— 
Tres Eryci vitutos, et tempestatibus agnam, 
Cadere deinde jubet. ABD (Vs Vers 122 
Then he commanded three calves to be sacrificed to 
Eryx, and a lamb to the tempests. 


In the days of the Prophet Jonah the mariners in this 
sea were accustomed to do the same. Then they offer- 
ed a sacrifice to the Lord, and vowed vows ; Jonah 
i. 16. See Shaw’s Travels, 4to. edit. p. 329-333. 
The heathens supposed that these tempests were 
occasioned by evil spirits: and they sacrificed a black 
sheep in order to drive the demon away. See the an- 
cient Scholiast on Aristophanes, in the place cited above. 
Sir George Staunton (Embassy to China, vol. ii. p. 
403) mentions a similar custom among the Chinese, 
and gives an instance of it when the yachts and barges 
of the embassy were crossing the Yellow River :— 
“The amazing velocity -with which the Yellow 
River runs at the place where the yacht and barges 
of the embassy were to cross it rendered, according to 
the notions of the Chinese crews, a sacrifice neces- 
sary to the spirit of the river, in order to insure a safe 
passage over it. For this purpose, the master, sur- 
rounded by the crew of the yacht, assembled upon the 
forecastle ; and, holding as a victim in his hand a cock, 
wrung off his head, which committing to the stream, 
he consecrated the vessel with the blood spouting from 
the body, by sprinkling it upon the deck, the masts, the 
anchors, and the doors of the apartments; and stuck 
upon them a few of the feathers of the bird. Several 
bowls of meat were then brought forward, and ranged 
in a line across the deck. Before these were placed 
a cup of oil, one filled with tea, one with some ardent 
spirit, and a fourth with salt; the captain making, at 
the same time, three profound inclinations of his body, 
with hands uplifted, and muttering a few words, as if 
of solicitation to the deity. The loo, or brazen drum, 
was beaten in the meantime forcibly ; lighted matches 
were held towards heaven; papers, covered with tin or 
silver leaf, were burnt ; and crackers fired. off in great 
abundance by the crew. The captain afterwards made 
libations to the river, by emptying into it, from the 
vessel’s prow, the several cups of liquids; and con- 
cluded with throwivg in also that which held the salt. 
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is called Clauda, we had much Aa oh eee 

work to come by the boat : bee 
17 Which *when they had ————— 

taken up, they used helps, undergirding the 


and undergird their vessel 


k Jonah i. 15. 


All the ceremonies being over, and the bowls of meat 
removed, the people feasted on it in the steerage, and 
launched afterwards, with confidence, the yacht into 
the current. Assoon as she had reached the opposite 
shore, the captain returned thanks to heaven, with three 
inclinations of the body. 

“ Besides the daily offering and adoration at the altar 
erected on the left or honourable side of the cabin in 
every Chinese vessel, the solemn sacrifices above de- 
scribed are made to obtain the benefit of a fair wind, 
or to avert any impending danger. The particular spot 
upon the forecastle, where the principal ceremonies 
are performed, is not willingly suffered to be occupied 
or defiled by any person on board.” 

Verse 15. And when the ship was caught] Xvvap- 
maodevtoc de tov wAowov. The ship was violently hur- 
ried away before this strong devanter; so that it was 
impossible for her, avrogOaruewv, to face the wind, to 
turn her prow to it, so as to shake it out, as I have 
heard sailors say, and have seen them successfully 
perform in violent tempests and squalls. 

We let her drive.] We were obliged to let her go 
right before this tempestuous wind, whithersoever it 
might drive her. 

Verse 16. A certain island—called Clauda] Called 
also Gaudos ; situated at the south-western extremity 
of the island of Crete, and now called Gozo, according 
to Dr. Shaw. 

Much work to come by the boat] It was likely to 
have been washed overboard; or, if the boat was in 
tow, at the stern of the vessel, which is probable, they 
found it very difficult to save it from being staved, or 
broken to pieces. 

Verse 17. Undergirding the ship] This method has 
been used even in modern times. It is called frapping 
the ship. A stout cable is slipped under the vessel at 
the prow, which they can conduct to any part of the 
ship’s keel; and then fasten the two ends on the deck, 
to keep the planks from starting: as many rounds as 
they please may be thus taken about the vessel. An 
instance of this kind is mentioned in Lord Anson’s 
Voyage round the World. Speaking of a Spanish 
man-of-war in a storm: “ They were obliged to throw 
overboard all their upper-deck guns, and take six turns 
of the cable round the ship, to prevent her opening.” — 
P. 24, 4to. edit. The same was done by a British 
line-of-battle ship in 1763, on her passage from India 
to the Cape of Good Hope. 

The quicksands| Exe tyv ovprtiv, Into the syrt. 
There were two famous syrts, or quicksands, on the 
African coast; one called the syrtis major, lying near 
the coast of Cyrene; and the other, the syrtis minor, 
not far from Tripoli. Both these, like our Goodwin 
Sands, were proverbial for their multitude of ship- 
wrecks. From the direction in which this vessel was 
driven, it is not at all likely that they were in danger 
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Paul encourages them, but CHAP. 
A.M. cir. 4066. ship; . and, fearing lest they 
An. Olymp. should fall into the quicksands, 


cir. CCX, 2. : : 
——_ ___~ .Straker sail, and #so. were: driven. 


18 And we being exceedingly tossed with 
a tempest, the next day they lightened the 
ship ; i 

19 And the third day ! we cast out with our 
own hands the tackling of the ship. 

20 And when neither sun nor stars in many 
days appeared, and no small tempest lay on ws, 
all hope that we should be saved was then 
taken away. 

21 % But after long abstinence, Paul stood 
forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye 
should have hearkened unto me, and not have 


1 Jonah i. 5.—™ Chap. xxiii. 11— Dan. vi. 16; Rom. i. 9; 


of drifting on any of these syrts, as the vessel does not 
appear to have been driven near the African coast 
through the whole of her voyage. And as to what is 
said, ver. 27, of their being driven up and down in 
Adria, dtadepouevov ev tw Adpia, it must mean their 
being tossed about near to Sicily, the sea of which is 
called Adria, according to the old Scholiast upon 
Dionysius’s Periegesis, ver. 85: to. LiKeAtkov tovto To 
meAayoc Adptav Kadovot- they call this Sicilian sea 
Adria. We are therefore to consider that the appre- 
hension, expressed in ver. 17, is to be taken generally : 
they were afraid of falling into some shools, not know- 
ing in what part of the sea they then were; for they 
had seen neither sun nor stars for many days ; and they 
had no compass, and consequently could not tell in what 
direction they were now driving. It is wrong there- 
fore to mark the course of this voyage, as if the vessel 
had been driven across the whole of the Mediterranean, 
down to the African coast, and near to the syrts, or 
shoal banks; to which there is scarcely any reason to 
believe she had once approximated during the whole 
of this dangerous voyage. 

Strake sail] Xadacavteg to oxevoc. What this 
means is difficult to say. As to striking or slackening 
sail, that is entirely out of the question, in such cir- 
cumstances as they were ; when it is evident they could 
carry no sail at all, and must have gone under bare 
poles. Some think that lowering the yards, and taking 
down the top-mast, is what is intended ; but in such a 
perilous situation this would have been of little service. 
Others think, letting go their main or sheet anchor, is 
what is meant; but this seems without foundation, as 
it would have been foolishness in the extreme to have 
hoped to ride owt the storm in such a sea. Passing 
by a variety of meanings, I suppose cutting away, or 
by some means letting down the mast, is the action 
intended to be expressed here ; and this would be the 
most likely means of saving the vessel from foundering. 

Verse 18. Lightened the ship] Of what, we know 
not; but it was probably cumbrous wares, by which the 
deck was thronged, and which were prejudicial to the 
due trim of the vessel. 


Verse 19. The tackling of the ship.) Tav 
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XXVII. predicts the loss of the ship. 


loosed from Crete, and to have 4. M. cir. 4066. 

4 3 A. D. cir. 62. 
gained this harm and loss. An. Olymp. 

22 And now I exhort you ee 
to be of good cheer: for there shall be no 
loss of any man’s life among you, but of 
the ship. 

23 ™For there stood by me this night, the 
angel of God, whose I am, and *® whom 
I serve, 

24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be 
brought before Cesar: and, lo, God hath given 
thee all them that sail with thee. _ 

25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: ° for 
I believe God, that it shall be even as it was 
told me. 


2 Lim. io: © Luke i. 45; Rom. iv. 20, 21; 2 Tim. i. 12. 


oxevny ; All supernumerary anchors, 
gage, &c. 

Verse 20. Neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared} And consequently they could make no 
observation ; and, having no magnetical needle, could 
not tell in what direction they were going. 

Verse 21. After long abstinence] TWoddnge de acctiac 
drapyovonc. Mr. Wakefield connects this with the 
preceding verse, and translates it thus: Especially as 
there was a great scarcity of provisions. But this by 
no means can agree with what is said, ver. 34-38. 
The vessel was a corn vessel; and they had not as yet 
thrown the wheat into the sea, see ver. 38. And we 
find they had food sufficient to eat, but were discou- 
raged, and so utterly hopeless of life that they had no 
appetite for food: besides, the storm was so great that 
it is not likely they could dress any thing. 

Have gained this harm and loss.] It seems strange 
to talk of gaining a loss, but it is a correct rendering 
of the original, xepdnoac, which expresses the idea of 
acquisition, whether of good or evil. Those who wish 
it, may see this use of the term well illustrated by 
Bp. Pearce, in his note on this verse. The harm was 
damage to the vessel; the Joss was that of the mer- 
chandise, furniture, &c. 

Verse 22. There shall be no loss of—life| This 
must be joyous news to those from whom all hope that 
they should be saved was taken away: ver. 20. 

Verse 23. The—God, whose I am, and whom 1 
serve] This Divine communication was intended to give 
credit to the apostle and to his doctrine ; and, in such 
perilous circumstances, to speak so confidently, when 
every appearance was against him, argued the fullest 
persuasion of the truth of what he spoke; and the ful- 
filment, so exactly coinciding with the prediction, must 
have shown these heathens that the God whom Paul 
served must be widely different from theirs. 

Verse 24. God hath given thee all them that sail 
with thee.| Two hundred and seventy-six souls saved 
for the sake of one man! This was a strong proof of 
God’s approbation of Paul; and must at least have 
shown to Julius the centurion that his prisoner was an 
injured and innocent man. 
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cables, bag- 


After long abstinence they take 


a cir. mae 26 Howbeit » we must be cast 
- . Cir. . i - 
An. Olymp. upon a certain island. 


ene ne 27 But when the fourteenth 


night was come, as we were driven up and 
down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen 
deemed that they drew near to some country ; 

28 And sounded, and found zt twenty fa- 
thoms: and when they had gone a little far- 
ther, they sounded again, and found it fifteen 
fathoms. 

29 Then fearing lest they should have fallen 
upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the 
stern, and wished for the day. 

30 And as the shipmen were about to flee 
out of the ship, when they had let down the 
boat into the sea, under colour as though they 
would have cast anchors out of the foreship, 

31 Paul said to the centurion and to the 
soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye 
cannot be saved. 


P Chap. xxviii. 1—41 Kings i. 52; Matt. x. 30; Luke xii. 
Wg sean [heh T] Sam. ix. 13; Matt. xv. 36; Mark viii. 6; 


Verse 26. We must be cast upon a certain island. | 
The angel which gave him this information did not 
tell him the name of the island. It turned out to be 
Melita, on which, by the violence of the storm, they 
were wrecked some days after. 

Verse 27. Driven up and down in Adria] See the 
note on ver. 17. 

Deemed that they drew near to some country] They 
judged so, either by the smell of land, which those used 
to the sea can perceive at a considerable distance, or 
by the agitation of the sea, rippling of the tide, flight 
of sea-birds, &c. 

Verse 28. And sounded] Bodvoavrec, Heaving the 
lead. 

Twenty fathoms] Opyviac ecxoor, About forty yards 
in depth. The opywa is thus defined by the Etymo- 
logicon : Enwacver tyv extacw Tov yelpwr, cvv TW TWAaTeL 
tov cnbove It signifies the extent of the arms, together 
with the breadth of the breast. This is exactly the 
quantum of our fathom. 

Verse 29. Cast four anchors out of the stern] By 
this time the storm must have been considerably abated ; 
though the agitation of the sea could not have subsided 
much. ‘The anchors were cast out of the stern to 
prevent the vessel from drifting ashore, as they found 
that, the farther they stood in, the shallower the water 
grew; therefore they dropped the anchor astern, as 
even one ship’s length might be of much consequence. 

Verse 30. The shipmen] The sailors—let down the 
boat. Having lowered the boat from the deck into the 
sea, they pretended that it was necessary to carry 
some anchors ahead, to keep her from being carried in 
a dangerous direction by the tide, but with the real 
design to make for shore, and so leave the prisoners 
and the passengers to their fate. This was timely 
noticed by the pious and prudent apostle ; who, while 
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meat, and are greatly encouraged. 


32 Then the soldiers cut off the a a ie 

ropes of the boat, and et her fall off. An. Olymp 
: : cir. CCX. 2. 

33 Andwhile the day wascoming ———_—__—- 
on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, 
This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tar- 
ried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. 

34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat ; 
for this is for your health: for 4 there shall 
not a hair fall from the head of any of you. 

35 And when he had thus spoken, he took 
bread, and ' gave thanks to God in presence of 
them all: and when he had broken zt, he be- 
gan to eat. 

36 Then were they all of good cheer, and 
they also took some meat. 

37 And we were in all in the ship two hun- 
dred threescore and sixteen * souls. 

38 And when they had eaten enough, they 
lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat 
into the sea. 


John vi. 11; 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4.5 Chap. ii. 41; vii. 14; Rom 
Xi: d0s) Pets. 20: 


simply depending on the promise of God, was watch- 
ing for the safety and comfort of all. 

Verse 31. Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot 
be saved.| God, who has promised to save your lives, 
promises this on the condition that ye make use of 
every means he has put in your power to help your- 
selves. While, therefore, ye are using these means, 
expect the co-operation of God. If these sailors, who 
only understand how to work the ship, leave it, ye 
cannot escape. Therefore prevent their present de- 
sign. On the economy of Divine Providence, see the 
notes on chap. Xxili. 

Verse 32. The soldiers cut off the ropes] These 
were probably the only persons who dared to have 
opposed the will of the sailors: this very circumstance 
is an additional proof of the accuracy of St. Luke. 

Verse 33. While the day was coming on] It was 
then apparently about day-break. 

This day is the fourteenth day that ye have—con- 
tinued fasting] Ye have not had one regular meal 
for these fourteen days past. Indeed we may take it 
for granted that, during the whole of the storm, very 
little was eaten by any man: for what appetite could 
men have for food, who every moment had death 
before their eyes ? 

Verse 34. A hair fall from the head] A proverbial 
expression for, ye shall neither lose your lives nor 
suffer any hurt in your bodies, if ye follow my advice. 

Verse 35. Gave thanks to God] Who had provided 
the food, and preserved their lives and health to par- 
take of it. Some think that he celebrated the holy 
eucharist here: but this is by no means likely : he 
would not celebrate such a mystery among ungodly 
sailors and soldiers, Jews and heathens; nor was 
there any necessity for such a measure. 

Verse 38. They lightened the ship] They hoped 
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Paul and the crew shipwrecked, CHAP. 


enol 4006. 39 And when it was day, they 
An. Olymp. knew not the land: but they dis- 


cir. CCX, 2. ; 
———— covered a certain creek with a 


shore, into the which they were minded, if it 
were possible, to thrust in the ship. 

40 And when they had ttaken up the an- 
chors, they committed themselves unto the sea, 
and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up 
the mainsail to the wind, and made toward 
shore. 

41 And falling into a place where two seas 
met, “ they ran the ship aground ; and the fore- 
part stuck fast, and remained unmovable, but 


XXVII. but all escape safe to land. 


A. M. cir. 4066. 
A. D. cir. 62. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


the hinder part was broken with 
the violence of the waves. 

42 And the soldiers’ counsel 
was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them 
should swim out and escape. 

43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, 
kept them from their purpose; and com- 
manded that they which could swim should 
cast themselves first into the sea, and get to 
land : 

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some 
on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came 
to pass ‘ that they escaped all safe to land. 


t Or, cut the anchors, they left them in the sea, &c. 


u2 Cor. xi. 25. Vv Ver, 22, 


that, by casting out the lading, the ship would draw 
less water ; in consequence of which, they could get 
nearer the shore. 


Verse 39. They knew not the land) And therefore 
knew neither the nature of the coast, nor where the 
proper port lay. 

A—creek with a shore] Kodarov, Sinum, a bay, with 
a shore; a neck of land perhaps on either side, run- 
ning out into the sea, and this little bay or gulf be- 
tween them ; though some think it was a tongue of 
land, running out into the sea, having the sea on both 
sides, at the point of which these éwo seas met, ver. 41. 
There is such a place as this in the island of Malta, 
where, tradition says, Paul was shipwrecked; and 
which is called la Cale de St. Paul. See Calmet. 

Verse 40. Taken up the anchors] Weighed all the 
anchors that they had cast out of the stern. Some 
think the meaning of the word is, they slipped their 
cables; and so left the anchors in the sea. ‘This 
opinion is expressed in the margin. 

Loosed the rudder bands} Or, the bands of the 
rudders ; for large vessels in ancient times had two or 
more rudders, one at the side, and another at the 
stern, and sometimes one at the prow. ‘The bands, 
Tevxtnptac, were some kind of fastenings, by which the 
rudders were hoisted some way out of the water ; for, 
as they could be of no use in the storm, and, should 
there come fair weather, the vessel could not do with- 
out them, this was a prudent way of securing them 
from being broken to pieces by the agitation of the 
waves. These bands being loosed, the rudders would 
fall down into their proper places, and serve to steer 
the vessel into the creek which they now had in view. 

Hoised up the mainsail] Aprepova is not the main- 
sail, (which would have been quite improper on such 
an occasion,) but the jz), or triangular sail which is 
suspended from the foremast to the bowsprit ; with this 
they might hope both to steer and carry in the ship. 

Verse 41. Where two seas met] ‘The tide running 
down from each side of the tongue of land, mentioned 
ver. 39, and meeting at the point. 

Ran the ship aground] In striving to cross at this 
point of land, they had not taken a sufficiency of sea- 
room, and therefore ran aground. 

The forepart stuck fast] Got into the sands ; and 
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perhaps the shore here was very 4ol/d or steep, so that 
the stem of the vessel might be immersed in the quick- 
sands, which would soon close round it, while the stern, 
violently agitated with the surge, would soon be broken 
to pieces. It is extremely difficult to find the true 
meaning of several of the nautical terms used in this 
chapter. I have given that which-appeared to me to 
be the most likely ; but cannot absolutely say that I 
have everywhere hit the true meaning. 

Verse 42. The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the 
prisoners) What blood-thirsty, cowardly villains must 
these have been! ‘Though, through the providence 
of God, those poor men had escaped a watery grave, 
and had borne all the anxiety and distresses of this 
disastrous voyage, as well as the others, now that 
there is a likelihood of all getting safe to land that 
could swim, lest these should swim to shore, and so 
escape, those men, whose trade was in human blood, 
desired to have them massacred! We have not many 
traits in the histories of the most barbarous nations 
that can be a proper counterpart to this quintessence 
of humano-diabolic cruelty. 

Verse 43. Willing to save Paul, §c.] Had one 
fallen, for the reasons those cruel and dastardly sol- 
diers gave, so must ail the rest. The centurion saw 
that Paul was not only an innocent, but an extraordi- 
nary and divine man; and therefore, for his sake, he 
prevented the massacre ; and, unloosing every man’s 
bonds, he commanded those that could to swim ashore 
and escape. It is likely that all the soldiers escaped 
in this way, for it was one part of the Roman military 
discipline to teach the soldiers to swzm. 

Verse 44. And the rest] That could not swim: 
some on boards, planks, spars, &c., got safe to land ; 
manifestly by an especial providence of God; for how 
otherwise could the sick, the aged, the terrified, besides 
women and children, (of which, we may naturally sup- 
pose, there were some,) though on planks, get safe to 
shore 1—where still the waves were violent, ver. 41, 
and they without either skill or power to steer their 
unsafe flotillas to the land? It was (in this case, most 
evidently) God who brought them to the haven where 
they would be. 

1. Pau had appealed to Cesar ; and he must go to 


Rome to haye his cause heard. God admitted of this 
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Paul and the rest of the crew 


appeal, and told his servant that he should testify of 
him at Rome ; and yet every thing seemed to conspire 
together to prevent this appeal, and the testimony 
which the apostle was to bear to the truth of the 
Christian religion. The Jews laid wait for his life ; 
and when he had escaped out of their hands, and from 
their territories, then the winds and the sea seemed to 
combine to effect his destruction. And God suffered 
all this malice of men, and war of elements, to fight 
against his servant, and yet overruled and counter- 
worked the whole, so as to promote his own glory, and 
bring honour to his apostle. Had it not been for this 
malice of the Jews, Festus, Felix, Agrippa, Berenice, 
and many Roman nobles and officers, had probably 
never heard the Gospel of Christ. And, had it not 
been for Paul’s tempestuous voyage, the 276 souls that 
sailed with him could not have had such displays of 
the power and wisdom of the Christians’ God as must 
have struck them with reverence, and probably was 
the cause of the conversion of many. Had the voyage 
been smooth and prosperous, there would have been no 
occasion for such striking interferences of God; and, 
had it not been for the shipwreck, probably the inha- 
bitants of Malta would not so soon have heard of the 
Christian religion. God serves his will by every oc- 
currence, and presses every thing into the service of 
his own cause. This is a remark which we have 
often occasion to make, and which is ever in place. 


THE ACTS. 


received kindly at Melita. 


We may leave the government of the world, and the 
government of the Church, most confidently to God ; 
hitherto he has done all things well; and his wisdom, 
power, goodness, and truth, are still the same. 

2. In considering the dangers of a sea voyage, we 
may well say, with pious Quesnel, To what perils do 
persons expose themselves, either to raise a fortune, 
or to gain a livelihood! How few are there who 
would expose themselves to the same for the sake of 
God! They commit themselves to the mercy of the 
waves ; they trust their lives to a plank and toa pilot; 
and yet it is often with great difficulty that they can 
trust themselves to the providence of God, whose 
knowledge, power, and goodness, are infinite; and 
the visible effects of which they have so many times 
experienced. 

3. What assurance soever we may have of the will 
of God, yet we must uot forget human means. The 
life of all the persons in this ship was given to St. 
Paul; yet he does not, on that account, expect a visi- 
ble miracle, but depends upon the blessing which God 
will give to the care and endeavours of men. 

4. God fulfils his promises, and conceals his al- 
mighty power, under such means and endeavours as 
seem altogether human and natural. Had the crew of 
this vessel neglected any means in their own power, 
their death would have been the consequence of their 
inaction and infidelity. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


St. Paul, and the rest of the crew, getting safely ashore, find that the island on which they were shipwrecked 
is called Melita, 1. They are received with great hospitality by the inhabitants, 2. A viper comes out 
of the bundle of sticks, laid on the fire, and seizes on Paul’s hand, 3. The people, seeing this, suppose 
him to be a murderer, and thus pursued by Divine vengeance, 4. Having shook it off his hand, without 
receiving any damage, they change their minds, and suppose him to be a god, 5, 6. Publius, the governor 
of the island, receives them courteously, and Paul miraculously heals his father, who was ill of a fever, 
gc., 7,8. He heals several others also, who honour them much, and give them presents, 9, 10. After 
three months’ stay, they embark in a ship of Alexandria, land at Syracuse, stay there three days, sail 
thence, pass the straits of Rhegium, and land at Puteoli; find some Christians there, tarry seven days, 
and set forward for Rome, 11-14. They are met at Appii Forum by some Christians, and Paul is 
greatly encouraged, 15. They come to Rome, and Julius delivers his prisoners to the captain of the 
guard, who permits Paul to dwell by himself, only attended by the soldier that kept him, 16. Paul calls 
the chief Jews together, and states his case to them, 17-20. They desire to hear him concerning the 
faith of Christ, 21, 22; and, having appointed unto him a day, he expounds to them the pe Bn of 
Christ, 23. Some believe, and some disbelieve; and Paul informs them that, because of their rebel a 
and disobedience, the salvation of God is sent to the Gentiles, 24-29. Paul dwells two years in his own 
hired house, preaching the kingdom of God, 30, 31. 


A.M. cir. 4066. A ND when they were escaped, 
An. Olymp. then they knew that * the 


to OL OD. Gar Z 
ue ™ *_ island was called Melita. 


a Chap. xxvii. 26. 


NOTES ON CHAP. XXVIII. 

Verse 1. They knew that the island was called Me- 
lita.| There were two islands of this name: one in the 
Adriatic Gulf, or Gulf of Venice, on the coast of Illyri- 
cum, and near to Hpidaurus; the other in the Medi- 
terranean Sea, between Sicily and Africa, and now 
called Malta. It is about fifty miles from the coast 
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A.M. cir. 4066, 
A. D. cir. 62. 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


2 And the "barbarous people 
showed us no little kindness: for 
they kindled a fire, and received 


> Rom. i. 14; 1 Cor. xiv. 11; Col. iii. 11. 


of Sicily ; twenty miles long, and twelve miles in its 
greatest breadth; and about sixty miles in cireumfer- 
ence. It is one immense rock of white, soft freestone, 
with about one foot depth of earth on an average, and 
most of this has been brought from Sicily! It pro- 
duces cotton, excellent fruits, and fine honey; from 
which it appears the island originally had its name; 


CHAP. 


us every one, because of the 
present rain, and because of the 


cold. 
3 % And when Paul had gathered a bundle 


A viper comes out of the fuel, 


A.M cir. 4066, 
A. D. cir. 62. 
An. Olymp. 
rates (OL6D.€ 1) 


¢ 2 Corinthians 


XXVIII. 


: . A. M. cir. 4066, 
of sticks, and laid them on the ‘kee 


and seizes upon Paul’s hand. 


fure, there came a viper out of An. Olymp. 
5 ; ee 

the heat, © and fastened on his —“ 

hand. 

chap. xi. 26. 


for peAt, meli, and in the genitive case, pedttoc, meli- 
tos, signifies honey. Others suppose that it derived 
its name from the Pheenicians, who established a 
colony in it, and made it a place of refuge, when they 
extended their traffic to the ocean, because it was fur- 
nished with excellent harbours: (on the E. and W. 
shores :) hence, in their tongue, it would be called 
mab Meliteh, escape or refuge, from 092 malat, to 
escape. 

The Pheacians were probably the first inhabitants 
of this island: they were expelled by the Phenicians; 
the Phenicians by the Greeks; the Greeks by the 
Carthaginians ; the Carthaginians by the Romans, 
who possessed it in the time of the apostle; the Ro- 
mans by the Goths; the Goths by the Saracens; the 
Saracens by the Sicilians, under Roger, earl of Sicily, 
in 1190. Charles V., emperor of Germany, took pos- 
session of it by his conquest of Naples and Sicily ; and 
he gave it in 1525 to the knights of Rhodes, who are 
also called the knights of St. John of Jerusalem. In 
1798, this island surrendered to the French, under 
Bonaparte, and in 1800, after a blockade of two 
years, the island being reduced by famine, surrendered 
to the British, under whose dominion it still remains 
(1814.) Every thing considered, there can be little 
doubt that this is the Melita at which St. Paul was 
wrecked, and not at that other island in the Adriatic, 
or Venitian Gulf, as high up northward as Ilyrienm. 
The following reasons make this greatly evident: 1. 
Tradition has unvaryingly asserted this as the place of 
the apostle’s shipwreck. 2. The island in the Veni- 


tian Gulf, in favour of which Mr. Bryant so learnedly | 


contends, is totally owt of the track in which the euro- 
clydon must have driven the vessel. 3. It is said, in 
ver. 11 of this chapter, that another ship of Alexan- 
dria, bound, as we must suppose, for Italy, and very 
probably carrying wheat thither, as St. Paul’s vessel 
did, (chap. xxvii. 38,) had been driven out of its course 
of sailing, by stress of weather, up to the Illyricum 
Melita, and had been for that cause obliged to winter 
in the isle. Now this is a supposition which, as I 
think, is too much of a supposition to be made. 4. 
In St. Paul’s voyage to Italy from Melita, on board 
the Alexandrian ship that had wintered there, he and 
his companions landed at Syracuse, ver 12, 13, and 
from thence went to Rhegium. But if it had been the 
Illyrican Melita, the proper course of the ship would 
have been, first to Rhegzum, before it reached Syracuse, 
and needed not to have gone to Syracuse at all; 
whereas, in a voyage from the present Malta to Italy, 
it was necessary to reach Syracuse, in Sicily, before 
the ship could arrive at Rhegium in Italy. See the 
map; and see Bp. Pearce, from whom I have ex- 
tracted the two last arguments. 

That Malta was possessed by the Phaniczians, be- 
fore the Romans conquered it, Bochart has largely 
proved, and indeed rne language to the present day; 

Vou. I ( 57 )} 


notwithstanding all the political vicissitudes through 
which the island has passed, bears sufficient evidence 
of its Punic origi. In the year 1761, neara place 
called Ben Ghisa, in this island, a sepulchral cave was 
discovered, in which was a square stone with an ins 
scription in Punic or Phenician characters, on which 
Sir Wm. Drummond has written a learned essay, 
(London, Valpy, 1810; 4to.,) which he supposes marks 
the burial place, at least’of the ashes, of the famous 
Carthaginian general, Hannibal. I shall give this in- 
scription in Samaritan characters, as being the present 
form of the ancient Punic, with Sir Wm. Drummond’s 
translation :— 


2ZVIIB AAP 44207 Ad ATH 
“AX XTX W244 XPD 

“OOH ATG lp, NIT 5 
S24s-49 34 2V 


Chadar Beth é6lam kabar Chanibdal 
Nakeh becaleth haveh, rach- 

m daeh Am beshuth Chanib- 

dal ben Bar-melec. 


“The inner chamber of the sanctuary of the sepulchré 
of Hannibal, 
Illustrious in the consummation of calamity: 
He was beloved ; 
The people lament, when arrayed 
In order of battle, 
Hannibal the son of Bar-Melec.” 


As this is a ctrious piece, and one of the largest 
rémains of the Punic language now in existence, and 
as it helps to ascertain the ancient inhabitants of this 
island, 1 thought it not improper to insert it here: 
For the illustration of this and several other points of 
Punic antiquity, I must refer the curious reader to the 
essay itself. 

Verse 2. The barbarous people] We have already 
seen that this island was peopled by the Phenicians, 
or Carthaginians, as Bochart has proved, Phaleg: chap: 
xxvi. ; and their ancient language was no doubt in use 
among them at that time, though mingled with some 
Greek and Latin terms; and this language must have 
been unintelligible to the Romans and the Greeks: 
With these, as well as with other nations, it was cus- 
tomary to call those BapBapo, barbarians, whose lan- 
guage they did not understand. St. Paul himself 
speaks after this manner in I Cor. xiv. 11: If I know 
not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that 
speaketh a BARBARIAN, and he that speaketh shall be 
d BARBARIAN unto me. Thus Herodotus also, lib. ii: 
158, says, BapBapove mavtac Avyumtiot Kadeovor Tove uA 
odt 6poyAwooove? The Egyptians call all those BARBA- 
RIANS who have nos the same language with themselves: 
And Ovid, when among the Getes, says, in Trist. 
ver. 10:—< 
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THE 


A great mob is raised, and 


Sa. cir. 4. 4 And when the barbarians saw 
a - TY, 04. 
An. Olymp. the venomous beast hang on his 


cir, COX. 2. : 
ba 8 hand, they said among them- 


selves, No doubt this man is a murderer, 
whom, though he hath escaped the sea, “ yet 
vengeance suffereth not to live. 


ACTS. Ephesus filled with confusion. 

5 And he shook off the beast 4:,M. cit. 4066. 
into the fire, and ¢ felt no harm. — An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


6 Howbeit they looked when 
he should have swollen, or fallen down dead 
suddenly: but after they had looked a great 
while, and saw no harm come to him, they 


4 Gen. ix. 6. 


e Mark xvi. 18; Lukex. 19. 


Barsarus hic ego sum, quia non INTELLIGOR Ulli. 


“Here I am a barbarian, for no person understands 
me.” 


Various etymologies have been given of this word. 
{ think that of Bp. Pearce the best. The Greeks who 
traded with the Phenicians, formed this word from 
their observing that the Phenicians were generally 
called by the name of their parent, with the word 73 
bar, prefixed to that name; as we find in the New 
Testament men called Bar-Jesus, Bar-Tholomeus, 
Bar-Jonas, Bar-Timeus, &c. Hence the Greeks called 
them ap-Zapor, meaning the men who are called Bar 
Bar, or have no other names than what begin with 
Bar. And because the Greeks did not understand 
the language of the Phoenicians, they first, and the 
Romans in imitation of them, gave the name of Bar- 
barians to all such as talked in a language to which 
they were strangers.” No other etymology need be 
attempted ; this is its own proof; and the Bar-melec 
in the preceding epitaph is, at least, collateral evidence. 
The word barbarian is therefore no term of reproach 
in itself; and was not so used by ancient authors, 
however fashionable it may be to use it so now. 

Because of the present rain and—of the cold.] 
This must have been sometime in October ; and, when 
we consider the time of the year, the tempestuousness 
of the weather, and their escaping to shore on planks, 
spars, &c., wet of course to the skin, they must have 
been very cold, and have needed all the kindness that 
these well disposed people showed them. In some 
parts of Christianized Europe, the inhabitants would 
have attended onthe beach, and knocked the survivors 
on the head, that they might convert the wreck to their 
own use! This barbarous people did not act in this 
way : they joined hands with God to make these suf- 
ferers live. 

Verse 3. There came a viper out of the heat] We 
may naturally suppose that there had been fuel laid 
before on the fire, and that the viper was in this fuel, 
and that it had been revived by the heat; and, when 
St. Paul laid his bundle on the fire, the viper was then 
in a state to lay hold on his hand. 

Verse 4. The venomous beast| To A@ypiov, The ve- 
nomous animal; for @ypa is a general name among the 
Greek writers for serpents, vipers, scorpions, wasps, 
and such like creatures. Though the viper fastened 
on Paul’s hand, it does not appear that it really dit 
him; but the Maltese supposed that it had, because 
they saw it fasten on his hand. 

Vengeance suffereth not to live.| These heathens 
had a general knowledge of retributive justice; and 
they thought that the stinging of the serpent was a 
proof that Paul was a murderer. There is a passage 
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in Bamidbar Rabba, fol. 239, that casts some light on 
this place. ‘Although the Sanhedrin is ceased, yet 
are not the four deaths ceased. For he that deserves 
stoning either falls from his house, or a wild beast tears 
and devours him. He that deserves burning either 
falls into the fire, or a serpent bites him. He that de- 
serves cutting off with the sword is either betrayed into 
the power of a heathen kingdom, or the robbers break in 
upon him. He that deserves strangling is either suffo- 
cated in the water, or dies of a quinsy.” See Lightfoot. 

As these people were heathens, it is not likely that 
they had any correct notion of the justice of the true 
God ; and therefore it is most probable that they used 
the word dcxy, not to express the quality or attribute 
of any being, but the goddess Diké, or vindictive Jus- 
tice, herself, who is represented as punishing the ini- 
quities of men. 

Hesiod makes a goddess of what the Maltese called 
Auxy, or Justice :-— 

H de te mapbevog est AIKH, Acog exyeyavia, 

Kvdvn 7 atdoin Te Beowc, of OAvurov exovow" 

Kae p’ 6707 av Tig pv BAanty oKkoALwg ovoTtavar, 

Avtixa Tap Aci warp KabeCouevy Kpoviwve 

Typver’ avépwrwv adcxov voov- 

Hesiod. Opera, ver. 254. 


Justice, unspotted maid, derived from Jove, 
Renown’d and reverenced by the gods above: 
When mortals violate her sacred laws, 

When judges hear the bride and not the cause, 

Close by her parent god, behold her stand, 

And urge the punishment their sins demand. 

Coxe. 

Verse 5. Shook off the beast into the fire, and felt 
no harm.| This is a presumptive evidence that the 
viper did not dite St. Paul: it fastened on his hand, 
but had no power to injure him. 

Verse 6. When he should have swollen] UW:erpacéac, 
When he should have been inflamed : by means of an 
acrid poison introduced into the blood, it is soon coagu- 
lated ; and, in consequence, the extremities of the ves- 
sels become obstructed, strong inflammation takes 
place, and all the parts become most painfully swollen. 

Lucan, ix. v. 791, gives a terrible account of this 
effect of the bite of a serpent :— 


uli rubor igneus ora 
Succendit, tenditque cutem, pereunte figura 
Miscens cuncta tumor jam toto corpore major : 
Humanumque egressa modum super omnia membra 
Effiatur sanies late tollente veneno. 
Ipse latet pemtus, congesto COrpore Mersus 3 
Nec lorica tenet distenti corporis auctum. 
And straight a swdden flame began to spread, 
And paint his visage with a glowing red. 

C 5S3f > 
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Paul miraculuously heals 


An, Olymp. that he Was a god. 
clr. CCX. 2. 


7 “I In the same quarters were 
possessions of the chief man of the island, 
whose name was Publius; who received us, 
and lodged us three days courteously. 

8 And it came to pass, that the father of 
Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux : 
to whom Paul entered in, and * prayed, and 
laid his hands on him, and healed him. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


the govenor’s father 


9 So when this was done, A.M. cir. 4066. 
“ rs A. D. cir. 62. 
others also, which had diseases An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 2. 


in the island, came, and were 
healed : 

10 Who also honoured us with many ‘ ho- 
nours ; and when we departed they laded us 
with such things as were necessary. 

11 % And after three months Aa te a 
we departed in * a ship of Al- An. Olymp. 
exandria, which had wintered — 27". 


cir. CCX. 3. 


f Ch. xiv. 11. = James v. 14, 15.—h Mark vi.5; vii. 32; xvi. 


iMatt. xv.6; 1 Tim. v. 17-——*Chapter xxvii. 6; 1 Cor. 


vill. 4. 


18; Luke iv. 40; chap. xix. 11,12; 1 Cor. xii. 9, 28. 

With swift expansion swells the bloated skin, 

Nought but an undistinguish’d mass is seen ; 

While the fair human form lies lost within, 

The puffy poison spreads and heaves around, 

Till all the man is in the monster drown’d. 
Rowe. 


See other examples, in the notes on Num. xxi. 6. 

Verse 6. Said that he was a god.) As Hercules 
was one of the gods of the Phenicians, and was wor- 
shipped in Malta under the epithet of AAefxakoc, the 
dispeller of evil, they probably thought that Paul was 
Hercules ; and the more so, because Hercules was 
famous for having destroyed, in his youth, two ser- 
pents that attacked him in his cradle. 

Verse 7. The chief man of the island] 'The term 
m™pwToc, CHIEF, used here by St. Luke, was the ancient 
title of the governor of this island, as is evident from 
an inscription found in Malta, which runs thus :— 


A. K. vioc, cup. inmeve. pow. Tpwotoc Meditawr: 


Lucius Caius, son of Quirinus, a Roman knight, 
cHier of the Melitese. See Bochart, Phaleg. and 
Chan. vol. i. chap. 498, &c., and Grotius. This title 
is another proof of the accuracy of St. Luke, who 
uses the very epithet by which the Roman governor 
of that island was distinguished. 

Verse 8. The father of Publius lay sick] Uvperotc 
ka Ovosvrepia ; Of a fever and dysentery ; perhaps a 
cholera morbus. 

Paul—prayed| That God would exert his power ; 
and laid his hands on him, as the means which God 
ordinarily used to convey the energy of the Holy Spi- 
rit, and healed him; God having conveyed the healing 
power by this means. In such a disorder as that 
mentioned here by St. Luke, where the bowels were 
in a state of inflammation, and a general fever aiding 
the dysentery in its work of death, nothing less than a 
miracle could have made an instantaneous cure in the 
patient. Such a cure was wrought, and even the 
heathens saw that it was the hand of God. 

Verse 9. Others—which had diseases| Luke was a 
physician; yet we do not find him engaging in these 
cures. As a medical man, he might have been of use 
to the father of Publius; but he is not even consulted 
onthe oceasion. Paul enters in to him, prays for him, 
lays his hands on him, and he is healed. The other 
diseased persons who are mentioned in this verse were 
doubtless healed in the same way. 
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Verse 10. Honoured us with many honours] The 
word vi, as Bishop Pearce has remarked, is often 
used to signify a pecuniary recompense, or present. 
The Greek word seems to be thus used in 1 Tim. vy. 
17. Let the elders which rule well be accounted 
worthy of double Honour, tync, which St. Chrysostom, 
on the place, explains thus: t7” tev avaykatwy yopy- 
yeav’ a supplying them with all necessary things. 
Diodorus Siculus, and Xenophon, used the word in the 
same way. In the sense of a pecuniary recompense, 
or price, paid for any thing, the word 7:7 is met with 
in 1 Cor. vi. 20; and vii. 23. And in the Septuagint, 
Num. xxii. 17, compared with ver. 18; Psa. viii. 5, 
and xlix. 12; Prov. ni. 9. Bp. Pearce. 

Such things as were necessary.) ‘They had before 
given them many presents, and now they gave them a 
good sea stock ; all that was necessary for their pas- 
sage. 

Verse 11. After three months] Supposing that 
they had reached Malta about the end of October, as 
we have already seen, then it appears that they left it 
about the end of January, or the beginning of February ; 
and, though in the depth of winter, not the worst time 
for sailing, even in those seas, the wind being then 
generally more steady; and, on the whole, the passage 
more safe. 

Whose sign was Castor and Pollux.| These were 
two fabulous semi-deities, reported to be the sons of Ju- 
piter and Leda, who were afterwards translated to the 
heavens, and made the constellation called Gemini, or 
the Twins. This constellation was deemed propitious 
to mariners ; and, as it was customary to have the 
images of their gods both on the head and stern of 
their ships, we may suppose that this Alexandrian ship 
had these on either her prow or stern, and that these 
gave name to the ship. We, who profess to be a 
Christian people, follow the same heathen custom : 
we have our ships called the Castor, the Jupiter, the 
Minerva, the Leda, (the mother of Castor and Pollux,) 
with a multitude of other demon gods and goddesses ; 
so that, were ancient Romans or Grecians to visit our 
navy, they would be led to suppose that, after the lapse 
of more than 2000 years, their old religion had con- 
tinued unaltered ! 

Virgil speaks of a vessel called the Tiger. A‘neid, 
x. ver. 166 :-— 


Massicus erata princeps secat equora Tier. 
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Paul and his company sail from 


A. M. 
A.D 
An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 3 


cir. 4067. in the isle, whose sign was Cas- 
tor and Pollux. 

12 And landing at Syracuse, 
we tarried there three days. 

13 And from thence we fetched a compass, 
and came to Rhegium: and after one day the 


1 Chap. x. 23 ; 


“ Massicus, chief, cuts the waves in the brazen- 

beaked TieEr.” 

Of another called the Chimera. 
223 i— 

Ingentemque Gyas ingenti mole CHIM@RAM. 

“‘ Gyas the vast Chimera’s bulk commands.” 

And of another called the Centaur. An. v. ver. 
122, 155, 157 :— 

Centauro invehitur magna. 

“ Sergestus, in the great Centaur, took the leading 
place.” 

Besides these names, they had their tutelary gods 
in the ship, from whom they expected succour; and 
sometimes they had their images on the stern; and 
when they got safely to the end of their voyage, they 
were accustomed to crown these images with garlands : 
thus Virgil, Geor. i. ver. 304 :-— 

Purpisus et lett naute imposuere CORONAS. 

‘“‘ The joyous sailors place garlands on their sterns.” 


En. v. ver. 118, 


Several ancient fables appear to have arisen out of 
the names of ships. Jupiter is fabled to have carried 
off Europa, across the sea, in the shape of a bull ; 
and to have carried away Ganymede, in the shape of 
an eagle. ‘That is, these persons were carried away, 
one in a ship called Taurus, or Bull; and the other 
in one denominated Aguila, the Eagle. Why not 
Taurus, as well as Tigris? and why not Aguila, as 
well as Chimera 2—which names did belong to ships, 
as we find from the above quotations. 

Verse 12. Landing at Syracuse] In order to go 
to Rome from Malta, their readiest course was to keep 
pretty close to the eastern coast of Sicily, in order to 
pass through the straits of Rhegium and get into the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. 

Syracuse is one of the most famous cities of an- 
tiquity : it is the capital of the island of Sicily, and 
was built about 730 years before the Christian era. 
It lies 72 miles S. by E. of Messina, and about 112 
of Palermo. Long. 15°. 30’. W., lat. 37°. 17’. N. 
In its ancient state, it was about 22 English miles in 
circumference ; and was highly celebrated for the 
martial spirit of its inhabitants. This was the birth- 
place of the illustrious Archimedes; who, when the 
city was besieged by the Romans, under Marcellus, 
about 212 years before Christ, defended the place 
with his powerful engines against all the valour and 
power of the assailants. He beat their galleys to 
pieces by huge stones projected from his machines ; 
and by hooks, chains, and levers, from the walls, 
weighed the ships out of the water, and, whirling 
them round, dashed them in pieces against each other, 
or sunk them to the bottom: several, also, he is said 
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THE ACTS. 


Syracuse, and land at Puteoli. 


A.M. cir. 4067, 
peeracalne A. D. cir. 63. 


An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 3. 


south wind blew, and 
the next day to Puteoli : 

14 Where we found bre- 
thren, !and were desired to tarry with 
them seven days: and so we went toward 
Rome. 


xvi. 15. 


to have destroyed by his burning glasses. When the 
city was taken by treachery, Archimedes was found 
intensely engaged in the demonstration of a problem. 
A Roman soldier coming up, and presenting his dagger 
to his throat, he cried, “‘ Stop, soldier, or thou wilt 
spoil my diagram!” The brute was unmoved, and 
murdered him on the spot. 

This city was almost totally destroyed by an earth- 
quake in 1693: its present population amounts to but 
about 18,000. Christianity, in some form or other, 
has existed here ever since St. Paul spent the dhree 
days in it, mentioned in the text. 

Verse 13. We fetched a compass] ‘OGev meptedbovtec, 
Whence we coasted about. ‘This will appear evident, 
when the coast of Sicily is viewed on any correct map, 
of a tolerably large scale. 

Rhegium] A city and promontory in Calabria, in 
Italy, opposite to Sicily. It is now called Reggio. 
It had its name, ‘Pyysov, Rhegium, from the Greek 
‘Pnyvuut, to break off; because it appears to have 
been broken off from Sicily. 

The south wind blew| This was the fairest wind 
they could have from Syracuse, to reach the straits 
of Rhegium. 

~The next day to Puteoli) This place, now com- 
monly called Pozzuoli, is an ancient town of Naples 
in the Terra di Lavoro ; and is supposed to have been 
founded by the Samians, about 470 years before 
Christ. Within this city are several warm baths, very 
highly celebrated; and from these, and its springs in 
general, it seems to have had its ancient name Puteoli, 
from PurTet, wells or pits; though some derive it 
from putor, a stench, or bad smell, because of the 
sulphureous exhalations from its warm waters. Varro 
gives both these etymologies, lib. iv. de Ling. Lat. 
cap. 5. It is famous for its temple of Jupiter Serapis, 
which is built, not according to the Greciay tr Ro- 
man manner, but according to the Asiatic” Near 
this place are the remains of Cicero’s villa, which 
are of great extent. The town contains, at present, 
about 10,000 inhabitants. Long. 14°. 40’. E., lat. 
41°. 50’. N. 

Verse 14. Where we found brethren] That is, 
Christians ; for there had been many in Italy con- 
verted to the faith of Christ, some considerable time 
before this, as appears from St. Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans, written some years before this voyage. 

We went toward Rome.] One of the most cele- 
brated cities in the universe, the capital of Italy, and 
once of the whole world ; situated on the river Tiber, 
410 miles SSE. of Vienna; 600 SE. of Paris ; 730 
E. by N. of Madrid; 760 W. of Constantinople ; 
and 780 SE. of London. Long. 12°. 55’. E., lat. 
41°. 54’.N. This famous city was founded by Romu- 
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They travel from Puteoli, CHAP. 
A. M. cir. 4067. 


ae Decks ca, 15 And from thence, when the 
An. 

be ieee. brethren heard of us, ™ they came 

to meet us as far as Appli 

Forum, and the Three Taverns: whom, when 

Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 


m Chap. xv. 3; Rom. i. 10. 


lus, at the end of the seventh Olympiad, A. M. 3251 ; 
of the flood, 1595; and 753 years before the Christian 
zra. The history of this city must be sought for in 
works written expressly on the subject, of which there 
are many. Modern Rome is greatly inferior to an- 
cient Rome in every respect. Its population, taken 
in 1709, amounted to 138,569 souls only ; among 
whom were 40 bishops, 2686 priests, 3359 monks, 
1814 nuns, 893 courtezans, between 8 and 9000 
Jews, and 14 Moors. ‘This city, which once~tyran- 
nized over the world by its arms, and over the whole 
Christian world by its popes, is now reduced to a very 
low state among the governments of Europe, by whom 
it is supported, for it has no power sufficient for its 
own defence. 

Verse 15. When the brethren heard of us} By 
whom the Gospel was planted at Rome is not known: 
it does not appear that any apostle was employed in 
this work. It was probably carried thither by some 
of those who were converted to God at the day of 
pentecost ; for there were then at Jerusalem, not only 
devout men, proselytes to the Jewish religion, from 
every nation under heaven, Acts ii. 5, but there were 
strangers of Rome also, ver. 10. And it is most rea- 
sonable to believe, as we know of no other origin, that 
it was by these Christianity was planted at Rome. 

As far as Appit Forum] About 52 miles from 
Rome ; a long way to come on purpose to meet the 
apostle! The Appii Forum, or Market of Appius, 
was a town on the Appian way, a road paved from 
Rome to Campania, by the consul Appius Claudtus. 
Tt was near the sea, and was a famous resort for 
sailors, pedlers, &c. Horace, lib. i. Satyr. 5, ver. 3, 
mentions this place on his journey from Rome to 
Brundusium :— 


Inde Forum Appi 
Differtum nautis, cauponibus atque malignis. 


pale forum Appii thence we steer, a place 
Stuff’d with rank boatmen, and with vintners base.” 


This town is now called Cesarilla de S. Maria. 


And the Three Taverns! This was another place 
on the same road, and about 33 miles from Rome. 
Some of the Roman Christians had come as far as 
Appii Forum; others, to the Three Taverns. Bp. 
Pearce remarks, there are some ruins in that place 
which are now called Tre Taverne; and this.place 
Cicero mentions in his epistles to Atticus, lib. ii. 11. 
Ab Appi Foro hora quarta: dederam aliam paulo ante 
m Tribus Tabernis. ‘Dated at ten in the morning, 
from Appii Forum. I sent off another (epistle) a little 
before, from the Three Taverns.” 

Zosimus, lib. 2, mentions tpra KkaTyAeva, the three 

“taverns, or victualling houses, where the Emperor 
] 


XXVIII. 


16 And when we came to A.M: cir. 4067. 
Rome, the centurion delivered An. Olymp. 
the prisoners to the captain of Raa 
the guard: but * Paul was suffered to dwell 
by himself with a soldier that kept him. 


and come to Rome. 


- 0 Chap. xxiv. 25; xxvii. 3. 


Severus was strangled by the treason of Maximinus 
Herculeus, and his son Mawentius. See Lightfoot. 

The word taderna, from trabs, a beam, signifies any 
building formed of timber; such as those we call 
booths, sheds, 5-c.. which are formed of beams, planks, 
boards, and the like; and therefore we may consider 
it as implying, either a temporary residence, or some 
mean building, such as a cottage, gc. And in this 
sense Horace evidently uses it, Carm. lib. i. Od. iv. 
ver, 13:—— 


Pallida mors equo pulsat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumque turres. 


“With equal pace, impartial Fate 
Knocks at the palace as the cottage gate.” 
Francis. 


This place, at first, was probably a place for booths 
or sheds, three of which were remarkable ; other 
houses became associated with them in process of 
time, and the whole place denominated Tres Taverne, 
from the three first remarkable booths set up there. 
It appears to have been a large town in the fourth 
century, as Optatus mentions Felix a Tribus Tabernis, 
Felix of the Three Taverns, as one of the Christian 
bishops. 

Thanked God, and took courage.| He had longed 
to see Rome ; (see Rom. i. 9-15 ;) and, finding him- 
self brought through so many calamities, and now so 
near the place that he was met by a part of that 
Church to which, some years before, he had written 
an epistle, he gave thanks to God, who had preserved 
him; and took fresh courage, in the prospect of 
bearing there a testimony for his Lord and Master. 

Verse 16. The captain of the guard] =tpatoredapyy. 
This word properly means the commander of a camp 
but it signifies the prefect, or commander of the pre- 
torian cohorts, or emperor's guards. 

Tacitus (Annal. lib. iv. cap. 2) informs us that, in 
the reign of Tiberius, Sejanus, who was then prefect 
of these troops, did, in order to accomplish his ambi- 
tious designs, cause them to be assembled from their 
quarters in the city, and stationed in a fortified camp 
near it; so that their commander is with peculiar 
propriety styled by St. Luke ozparoredapync, the 
commander of the camp. For the arrival of St. Pau 
at Rome was in the seventh year of Nero; and it is 
certain, from Suetonius, (in Tiber. cap. 37,) that the 
custom of keeping the pretorian soldiers in a camp, 
near the city, was retained by the emperors succeed~ 
ing Tiberius ; for the historian observes that Claudius, 
at his accession to the empire, was received into the 
camp, in castra delatus est, namely, of the pretorian 
cohorts; and so Tacitus says of Nero, An. lib. xii, 
cap. 69, that on the same occasion, wJlatus castris, he 
was brought into the camp. Dr. Doddridge observes 
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Paul calls the chief of the Jews 


A M. cir. 4067. 47 And it came to pass, ° that 
A. D. cir. 63. 
An. Olymp. after three days Paul called the 


tr COX'S Chief of the Jews together: and 


when they were come together, he said unto 
them, Men and brethren, ? though I have com- 
mitted nothing against the people, or customs 
of our fathers, yet 4 was I delivered prisoner 
from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 

18 Who, "when they had examined me, 
would have let me go, because there was no 
cause of death in me. 

19 But when the Jews spake against 7¢, *I 
was constrained to appeal unto Cesar: not 
that I had aught to accuse my nation of. 

20 For this cause, therefore, have I called 
for you, to see you, and to speak with you: 


THE ACTS. 


together, and states his case to them 


t A. M. cir. 4067. 
because that ‘for the hope of begiaet ce 


Israel I am bound with ° this 
chain. Pele 
21 And they said unto him, We neither re- 
ceived letters out of Judea concerning thee, 
neither any of the brethren that came showed 
or spake any harm of thee. 

22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou 
thinkest : for as concerning this sect, we know 
that every where ‘it is spoken against. 

23 9 And when they had appointed him a 
day, there came many to him into hes lodging ; 
* to whom he expounded and testified the 
kingdom of God, persuading them concerning 
Jesus, * both out of the law of Moses, and out 
of the prophets, from morning till evening. 


An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 3. 


° Chap. xxv. 8, 10; Psa. exii. 5——P Chap. xxiv. 12, 13 ; xxv. 8. 
4 Chap. xxi. 33. t Chap. xxil. 24; xxiv. 10; xxv. 8; xxvi. 31. 
§ Chap. xxv. 11,—t Chap. xxvi. 6, 7, « Chap, xxvi, 29; Eph. 


iii. 1; iv. 1; vi.20; 2 Tim.1.16; 11.9; Phil. 10, 13. ¥ Luke i1. 
34; chap. xxiv. 5, 14; 1 Pet. 11. 12; iv. 14. Ww Luke xxiv. 27 5 
chap. xvil. 3; xix. 8: x See on chap. xxvi. 6, 22. 


that it was customary for prisoners who were brought 
to Rome to be delivered to this officer, who had the 
charge of the state prisoners, as appears from the 
instance of Agrippa, who was taken into custody by 
Macro, the pretorian prefect, who succeeded Sejanus ; 
(Joseph. Ant. lib. xviii. cap. 7. see. 6;) and from 
Trajan’s order to Pliny, when two were in commission, 
Plin. lib. x. ep. 65. Vinctus mitti ad prefectos 
pretorii mez debet; he should be sent bound to the 
prefects of my guards. The person who now had 
that office was the noted Afranius Burrhus; but both 
before and after him it was held by two: Tacit, An. 
lib. xii. sec. 42; lib. xiv. sec. 51. See Parkhurst. 

Burrhus was a principal instrument in raising Nero 
to the throne ; and had considerable influence in re- 
pressing many of the vicious inclinations of that bad 
prince. With many others, he was put to death by 
the inhuman Nero. Burrhus is praised by the histo- 
rians for moderation and love of justice. His treatment 
of St. Paul is no mean proof of this. Calmet. 

With a soldier that kept him.| That is, the soldier 
to whom he was chained, as has been related before, 
chap. xii. 6. 

Verse 17, Paul called the chief of the Jews toge- 
her} We have already seen, in chap. xviii. 2, that 
Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome ; 
see the note there; but it seems they were permitted 
to return very soon; and, from this verse, it appears 
that there were then chiefs, probably of synagogues, 
dwelling at Rome. 

I have committed nothing] Lest they should have 
heard and received malicious reports against him, he 
thought it best to state his own case. 

Verse 20. For the hope of Israel Iam bound, &c.] 
As if he had said: This, and this alone, is the cause 
of my being delivered into the hands of the Romans; 
Thave proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah; have main- 
tained that though he was crucified by the Jews, yet 
he rose again from the dead; and, through him, I have 
preached the general resurrection of mankind : this all 
Tsrael professes to hope for ; and yet it is on this ac- 
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count that the Jews persecute me. Both the Messiah 
and the resurrection might be said to be the hope of 
Israel; and it is hard to tell which of them is here 
meant: see chap. xxiii. 6; xxiv. 15,21; and xxvi. 6. 
It is certain that, although the Jews believed in the 
general resurrection, yet they did not credit it in the 
manner in which Paul preached it; for he laid the 
foundation of the general resurrection on the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. 

Verse 21. We neither recewed letters, &c.] This 
is very strange, and shows us that the Jews knew their 
cause to be hopeless, and therefore did not send it for- 
ward to Rome. They wished for an opportunity to 
kill Paul; and, when they were frustrated by his ap- 
peal to the emperor, they permitted the business to 
drop. Calmet supposes they had not time to send ; 
but this supposition does not appear to be sufficiently 
solid: they might have sent long before Paul sailed ; 
and they might have written officially by the vessel in 
which the centurion and the prisoners were embarked. 
But their case was hopeless ; and they could not augur 
any good to themselves from making a formal com- 
plaint against the apostle at the emperor’s throne. 

Verse 22. For as concerning this sect] See the 
note on chap. xxiv. 14. A saying of Justin Martyr 
casts some light on this saying of the Jews: he asserts 
that the Jews not only cursed them in their synagogues, 
but they sent out chosen men from Jerusalem, to ac- 
quaint the world, and particularly the Jews everywhere, 
that the Christians were an atheistical and wicked 
sect, which should be detested and abhorred by all 
mankind. Justin Martyr, Dial. p. 234. 

Verse 23. To whom he expounded—the kingdom 
of God] To whom he showed that the reign of the 
Messiah was to be a spiritual reign; and that Jesus, 
whom the Jewish rulers had lately crucified, was the 
true Messiah, who should rule in this spiritual king- 
dom. These two points were probably those on which 
he expatiated from morning to evening, proving both 
out of the law and out of the prophets. How easily 
Jesus, as the Messiah, and his spiritual kingdom, might 

an 


Effects of his preaching at Rome, 


A. M. cir. 4067. 
A..-D. cir. 63. 
An. Olymp. 
eir©CX. 3; 


24 And some Y believed the 
things which were spoken, and 
some believed not. 

25 And when they agreed not among 
themselves, they departed, after that Paul 
had spoken one word, Well spake the 
Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our 
fathers, 

26 Saying, 7 Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not under- 
stand ; and seeing ye shall see, and not per- 
ceive : 

27 For the heart of this people is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes have they closed; lest they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with thezr ears, 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


where he dwelt two whole years. 


and understand with thezr heart, A. M. cir. 4067. 
2) AnD» cirs 63: 
and should be converted, and I An. Olymp. 
cir. CCX. 3. 


should heal them. —_—___— 

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the 
salvation of God is sent * unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it. 

29 And when he had said these words, the 
Jews departed, and had great reasoning among 
themselves. 

30 9 And Paul dwelt two whole 4..M. cir. 4068 
years in his own hired house, and An. Olymp. 
received all that came in unto him, eae 

31 » Preaching the kingdom of God, and teach- 
ing those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all confidence, °no man forbid 
ding him. 


y Chap. xiv. 43; xvii. 4; xix. 9. 2Isa. vi. 93 Jer. v. 21; 
Ezek. xii. 2; Matt. xiii. 14,15; Mark iv. 12; Luke viii. 10; 
John xii. 40; Rom. xi. 8. 


be proved from the Jaw of Moses, any person may be 
satisfied, by consulting the notes written on those books. 
As to the prophets, their predictions are so clear, and 
their prophecies so obviously fulfilled in the person, 
preaching, miracles, passion, and death of Jesus Christ, 
that it is utterly impossible, with any show of reason, 
to apply them to any other. 

Verse 24. Some believed, gc.] His message was 
there treated as his Gospel is to the present day : some 
believe, and are converted ; others continue in obstinate 
unbelief, and perish. Could the Jews then have cre- 
dited the spiritual nature of the Messiah’s kingdom, 
they would have found little difficulty to receive Jesus 
Christ as the Messrau. 

Multitudes of those now called Christians can more 


easily credit Jesus as the Messiah than believe the spirit- 


ual nature of his kingdom. The cross is the great stum- 
bling block : millions expect Jesus and his kingdom who 
cannot be persuaded that the cross is the way to the crown. 

Verse 25. Agreed not among themselves] It seems 
that a controversy arose between the Jews themselves, 
in consequence of some Jelieving, and others disbeliev- 
ing ; and the two parties contested together; and, in 
respect to the unbelieving party, the apostle quoted the 
following passage from Isa. vi. 9. 

Verse 26. Hearing ye shall hear, §c.] See the 
notes on Matt. xiii. 14, and John xii. 39, 40. 

Verse 28. The salvation of God is sent unto the 
Gentiles] St. Paul had spoken to this effect twice 
before, chap. xiii. 46, and chap. xvili. 6, where see 
the notes; but here he uses a firmer tone, being out of 
the Jewish territories, and under the protection of the 
emperor. By the salvation of God, all the blessings 
of the kingdom of Christ are intended. This salva- 
tion God could have sent unto the Gentiles, independ- 
ently of the Jewish disobedience ; but He waited till 
they had rejected it, and then reprobated them, and 
elected the Gentiles. Thus the elect became reprobate, 
and the reprobate elect. 

They will hear it.| That is, they will obey tt ; 
for axovew signifies, not only to hear, but also to obey, 
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a Matt. xxi. 41, 43; chap. xii. 46, 47; xviii. 6; nel: XXV1. 
17, 18; Rom. xi. 11. » Chap. iv. 31; Eph. vi. 19,——* Chap, 
xva., 18:32. Tim. ii. 8,9. 


Verse 29. And had great reasoning among them- 
selves.] The believers contending with the unbelievers ; 
and thus we may suppose that the cause of truth gained 
ground. For contentions about the truth and authen- 
ticity of the religion of Christ infallibly end in the tri- 
umph and extension of that religion. 

Verse 30. Paul dwelt two whole years in lis own 
hired house] As a state prisoner, he might have had 
an apartment in the common prison; but peculiar 
favour was showed him, and he was permitted to dwell 
alone, with the soldier that guarded him, ver. 16. 
Finding now an opportunity of preaching the Gospel, 
he hired a house for the purpose, and paid for it, St. 
Chrysostom observes, by the fruits of his own labour. 
Here he received all that came unto him, and preach- 
ed the Gospel with glorious success ; so that his bonds 
became the means of spreading the truth, and he became 
celebrated even in the palace of Nero, Phil. i. 12, 13; 
and we find that there were several saints, even in 
Cesar’s household, Phil. iv. 22, which were, no 
doubt, the fruits of the apostle’s ministry. It is said 
that during his two years’ residence here he became 
acquainted with Seneca, the philosopher, between whom 
and the apostle an epistolary correspondence took place. 
In an ancient MS. of Seneca’s epistles in my own pos- 
session, these letters are extant, and are in number four- 
teen and have a prologue to them written by St. Jerome, 
That they are very ancient cannot be doubted; but 
learned men have long ago agreed that they are neither 
worthy of Paul nor of Seneca. 

While he was in captivity, the Church at Philippi, 
to which he was exceedingly dear, sent him some pe- 
cuniary assistance by the hands of their minister, Epa- 
phroditus, who, it appears, risked his life in the service 
of the apostle, and was taken with a dangerous malady. 
When he got well, he returned to Philippi, and, it is 
supposed, carried with him that epistle which is still 
extant; and from it we learn that Timothy was then 
at Rome with Paul, and that he had the prospect of 
being shortly delivered from his captivity. See Phil, 
ji. 12, 13; ii. 25; iv. 15, 16, 18, &. 
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General observations on the 


Verse 31. Preaching the kingdom of God] Showing 
the spiritual nature of the true Church, under the reign 
of the Messiah. For an explanation of this phrase, 
see the note on Matt. il. 2. 

Those things which concern the Lord] 'The Re- 
deemer of the world was to be represented as the Lorp ; 
as Jesus; and as the Curist. As the Lord, 6 Kuptoc, 
the sole potentate, upholding all things by the word of 
his power; governing the world and the Church; having 
all things under his control, and all his enemies under 
his feet ; in short, the maker and upholder of all things, 
and the judge of all men. As Jesws—the Saviour ; 
he who saves, delivers, and preserves; and especially 
he who saves his people from their sins. or the ex- 
planation of the word Jesus, see the note on John i. 17. 
As Christ—the same as Messiah; both signifying the 
Anorntep : he who was appointed by the Lord to this 
great and glorious work; who had the Spirit without 
measure, and who anoints, communicates the gifts 
and graces of that Spirit to all true believers. St. 
Paul taught the things which concerned or belonged to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He proved him to be the 
Messiah foretold by the prophets, and expected by the 
Jews; he spoke of what he does as the Lord, what he 
does as Jesus, and what he does as Chrisé#. These 
contain the sum and substance of all that is called the 
Gospel of Christ. Yet, the things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, necessarily include the whole ac- 
count of his zncarnation, preaching in Judea, miracles, 
persecutions, passion, death, burial, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, intercession, and his sending down the gifts and 
graces of the Holy Spirit. These were the subjects 
on which the apostle preached for two whole years, 
during his imprisonment at Rome. 

With all confidence] Uappyovac, Liberty of speech; 
perfect freedom to say all he pleased, and when he 
pleased. He had the fullest toleration from the Ro- 
man government to preach as he pleased, and what 
he pleased; and the unbelieving Jews had no power 
to prevent him. 

It is supposed that it was during this residence at 
Rome that he converted Onesimus, and sent him back 
to his master Philemon, with the epistle which is still 
extant. And it is from ver. 23 and 24, of that epistle, 
that we learn that Paul had then with him Epaphras, 
Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. 

Here St. Luke’s account of Paul’s trayels and suffer- 
ings ends ; and itis probable that this history was written 
soon after the end of the ¢wo years mentioned in ver. 30. 

That the apostle visited many places after this, suf- 
fered much in the great cause of Christianity, and 
preached the Gospel of Jesus with amazing success, 
is generally believed, How he came to be liberated 
_ we are not told ; but it is likely that, having been kept 
jn this sort of confinement for about two years, and 
hone appearing against him, he was released by the 
imperial order, 

Concerning the time, place, and manner of his death, 
we have little certainty, It is commonly believed 
that, when a general persecution was raised against 
the Christians by Nero, about A. D, 64, under pre- 
tence that they had set Rome on fire, both St. Paul 
and St. Peter then sealed the truth with their blood ; 
the latter being crucified with his head downward ; the 
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book of the Acts of the Apostles. 


former being beheaded, either in A. D. 64 or 65, and 
buried in the Via Ostiensis, Kusrsius, Hist. Eccles. 
lib. ii. cap. 25, intimates that the tombs of these two 
apostles, with their inscriptions, were extant in his 
time ; and quotes as his authority a holy man of the 
name of Caius, who wrote against the sect of the 
Cataphrygians, who has asserted this, as from his per- 
sonal knowledge. See Eusebius, by Reading, vol. i. 
p- 83; and see Dr. Lardner, in his life of this apostle, 
who examines this account with his usual perspicuity 
and candour. Other writers have been more particu- 
lar concerning his death: they say that it was not by 
the command of Nero that he was martyred, but by 
that of the prefects of the city, Nero being then ab- 
sent; that he was beheaded at Aque Salvie, about 
three miles from Rome, on Feb. 22; that he could 
not be crucified, as Peter was, because he was a free- 
man of the city of Rome. But there is great uncer- 
tainty on these subjects, so that we cannot positively 
rely on any account that even the ancients have trans- 
mitted to us concerning the death of this apostle; and 
much less on the accounts given by the moderns ; and 
least of all on those which are to be found in the Mar- 
tyrologists. Whether Paul ever returned after this 
to Rome has not yet been satisfactorily proved. It is 
probable that he did, and suffered death there, as stated 
above ; but still we have no certainty. 


Tuere are several subscriptions to this book in dif- 
ferent manuscripts: these are the principal.—The 
Acts of the Apostles—The Acts of the holy Apostles 
—The end of the Acts of the holy Apostles, written 
by Luke the Evangelist, and fellow traveller of the 
illustrious Apostle Paul—By the holy Apostle and 
Evangelist Luke, $c. &, 

The versions are not less various in their sud- 
scriptions. 

The end of the Acts, that is, the History of the holy 
Apostles. —Syriac. 

Under the auspices and help of God, the book of the 
Acts of the pure Apostles is finished ; whom we hum- 
bly supplicate to obtain us mercy by all their prayers. 
Amen. And may praise be ascribed to God, the Lord 
of the universe !—Arasic. 

This (book) of the Acts of the Apostles, which has 
been by many translated into the Roman tongue, is 
translated from the Roman and Greek tongue into the 
Athiopic.—ASTH10PIic. 

On the nature and importance of the Acts of the 
Apostles, see what is said in the preface to this book. 
To which may be added the following observations, 
taken from the conclusion of Dr. Dodd’s Commentary. 

“The plainness and simplicity of the narration are 
strong circumstances in its favour; the writer appears 
to have been very honest and impartial, and to have 
set down, very fairly, the objections which were made 
to Christianity, both by Jews and heathens, and the 
reflections which enemies cast upon it, and upon the 
first preachers of it. He has likewise, with a just and 
honest freedom, mentioned the weaknesses, faults, and 
prejudices, both of the apostles and their converts. 
There is a great and remarkable harmony between the 
occasional hints dispersed up and down in St. Paul’s 
epistles, and the facts recorded in this history ; inso- 
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much as that it is generally acknowledged that the 
history of the Acts is the best clew to guide us in the 
studying of the epistles written by that apostle. The 
other parts of the New Testament do likewise agree 
with this history, and give great confirmation to it ; for 
the doctrines and principles are every where uniformly 
the same; the conclusions of the gospels contain a 
brief account of those things which are more particu- 
larly related in the beginning of the Acts. And there 
are frequent intimations, in other parts of the gospels, 
that such an effusion of the Spirit was expected ; and 
that with a view to the very design which the apostles 
and primitive Christians are said to have carried on, 
by virtue of that extraordinary effusion which Christ 
poured out upon his disciples after his ascension ; and, 
finally, the epistles of the other apostles, as well as 
those of St. Paul, plainly suppose such things to have 
happened as are related in the Acts of the Apostles ; 
so that the history of the Acts is one of the most im- 
portant parts ofthe sacred history, for neither the gos- 
pels nor epistles could have been so clearly understood 
without it; but by the help of it the whole scheme of 
the Christian revelation is set before us in an easy and 
manifest view. 

* Even the incidental things mentioned by St. Luke 
are so exactly agreeable to all the accounts which re- 
main of the best ancient historians, among the Jews 
and heathens, that no person who had forged such a 
history, in later ages, could have had that external 
confirmation, but would have betrayed himself by al- 
luding to some customs or opiniong since sprung up; 
or by misrepresenting some circumstance, or using 
some phrase or expression not then in use. The plea 
of forgery, therefore, in later ages, cannot be allowed; 
and for a man to have published a history of such 
things so early as St. Luke wrote ; (that is, while some 
of the apostles and many other «persons were alive 
who were concerned in the transactions which he has 
recorded ;) if his account had not been punctually true, 
could have been only to have exposed himself to an 
easy confutation and certain infamy. 

“ As, therefore, the Acts of the Apostles are in them- 
selves consistent and uniform, the incidental things 
agreeable to the best ancient historians which have 
come down to us, and the main facts supported and 
confirmed by the other books of the New Testament, 
and by the unanimous testimony of so many of the 
ancient fathers, we may, I think, very fairly, and with 
great justness, conclude that, if any history of former 
times deserves credit, the Acts of the Apostles ought 
to be received and credited ; and, if the history of the 
Acts of the Apostles be true, Christianity cannot be 
false: for a doctrine so good in itself, and attended 
with so many miraculous and Divine testimonies, has 
all the possible marks of a true revelation.” 

On St. Pauw’s character and conduct, see the obser- 
vations at the end of chap. ix., where the subject is 
particularly considered. 

The book of the Acts is not only a history of the 
Church, the most ancient and most zmpartial, as it is 
the most authentic extant ; but it is also a history of 
God’s grace and providence. The manner in which 
he has exerted himself in favour of Christianity, and 
of the persons who were originally employed to dis- 
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seminate its doctrines, shows us the highest marks of 
the Divine approbation. Had not that cause been of 
God, could he have so signally interposed in its be- 
half? Would he have wrought such a series of mira- 
cles for its propagation and support t And would all its 
genuine professors have submitted to sustain the loss 
of all things, had not his own Spirit, by its consola- 
tions in their hearts, given them to feel that his favour 
was better than life ? 

That the hardships suffered by the primitive apos- 
tles and Christians were great, the facts themselves 
related in this book sufficiently declare: that their 
consolation and happiness were abundant, the cheerful 
manner in which they met and sustained those hard- 
ships demonstrates. He who cordially embraced Chris- 
tianity found himself no loser by it; if he lost earthly 
good in consequence, it was infinitely overbalanced by 
the spiritual good which he received. Paul himself, 
who suffered most, had this compensated by super- 
abounding happiness. Wherever the Gospel comes, 
it finds nothing but darkness, sin, and misery ; wher- 
ever it is received, it communicates light, holiness, 
and felicity. Reader, magnify thy God and Saviour, 
who hath called thee to such a state of salvation. 
Should thou neglect it, how grievous must thy punish- 
ment be! Not only receive its doctrines, as a system 
of wisdom and goodness, but receive them as motwes 
of conduct, and as a rule of life; and show thy con- 
scientious belief of them, by holding the truth in right- 
eousness, and thus adorn these doctrines of God thy 
Saviour in all things.—Amen. 

I have often with pleasure, and with great advantage 
to my subject, quoted Dr. Lardner, whose elaborate 
works in defence of Divine revelation are really be- 
yond all praise. The conclusion of his Credibility of 
the Gospel History is peculiarly appropriate ; and the 
introduction of it here can need no apology. I hope, 
with him, I may also say :— 

“ T have now performed what I undertook, and have 
shown that the account given by the sacred writers of 
persons and things is confirmed by other ancient au- 
thors of the best note. ‘There is nothing in the books 
of the New Testament unsuitable to the age in which 
they are supposed to have been written. There 
appears in these writers a knowledge of the affairs of 
those times, not to be found in authors of later ages. 
We are hereby assured that the books of the New 
Testament are genuine, and that they were written by 
persons who lived at or near the time of those events 
of which they have given the history. 

“ Any one may he sensible how hard it is for the 
most learned, acute, and cautious man, to write a book 
in the character of some person of an earlier age ; and 
not betray his own time by some mistake about the 
affairs of the age in which he pretends to place him- 
self; or by allusions to customs or principles since 
sprung up; or by some phrase or expression not then 
in use. It is no easy thing to escape all these dan- 
gers in the smallest performance, though it be a treatise 
of theory or speculation: these hazards are greatly 
increased when the work is of any length; and espe- 
cially if it be historical, and be concerned with cha- 
racters and customs. It is yet more difficult to carry 
on such a design in a work consisting of several pieces 
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written, to all appearance, by several persons. Many 
indeed are desirous to deceive, but all hae to be de- 
ceived; and therefore, though attempts have been 
made to impose upon the world in this way, they have 
never, or very rarely, succeeded ; but have been de- 
tected and exposed by the skill and vigilance of those 
who have been concerned for the truth. 

“The volume of the New Testament consists of 
several pieces: these are ascribed to eight several 
persons; and there are the strongest appearances that 
they were not all written by any one hand, but by as 
many persons as they are ascribed to. There are 
lesser differences in the relations of some facts, and 
such seeming contradictions as would never have hap- 
pened if these books had been all the work of one per- 
son, or of several who wrote in concert. There are 
as many peculiarities of temper and style as there are 
names of writers; divers of which show no depth of 
genius nor compass of knowledge. Here are repre- 
sentations of titles, posts, behaviour of persons of higher 
and lower rank, in many parts of the world; persons 
are introduced, and their characters are set in a full 
light ; here is a history of things done in several cities 
and countries ; and there are allusions to a vast variety 
of customs and tenets, of persons of several nations, 
sects, and religions. The whole is written without 
affectation, with the greatest simplicity and plainness, 
and is confirmed by other ancient writers of unques- 
tionable authority. If it be difficult for a person of 
learning and experience to compose a small treatise 
concerning matters of speculation, with the characters 
of a more early age than that in which he writes, it is 
next to impossible that such a work of considerable 
length, consisting of several pieces, with a great vari- 
ety of historical facts, representations of characters, 
principles, and customs of several nations, and distant 
countries, of persons of ranks and degrees, of many 
interests and parties, should be performed by eight 
several persons, the most of them unlearned, without 
any appearance of concert. ‘ 

“J might perhaps call this argument a demonstra- 
tion, if that term had not been often misapplied by men 
of warm imagination, and been bestowed upon reason- 
ings that have but a small degree of probability. But 
though it should not be a strict demonstration that 
these writings are genuine, or though it be not abso- 
lutely impossible, in the nature of the thing, that the 
books of the New Testament should have been com- 
posed in a later age than that to which they are as- 
signed, and of which they have innumerable characters, 
yet, I think, it is in the highest degree improbable, and 
altogether incredible. 

“Tf the books of the New Testament were written 
by persons who lived before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, that is, if they were written at the time in 
which they are said to have been written, the things 
related in them are true. If they had not been mat- 
ter of fact, they would not have been credited by any 
persons near that time, and in those parts of the world 
in which they are said to have been done, but would 
have been treated as the most notorious lies and false- 
hoods. Suppose three or four books should now ap- 
pear amongst us, in the language most generally un- 
derstood, giving an account of many remarkable and 
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extraordinary events, which had happened in some 
kingdom of Europe, and in the most noted cities of 
the countries next adjoining to it; some of them said 
to have happened between sixty and seventy years ago, 
others between twenty and thirty, others nearer our 
own time; would they not be looked upon as the most 
manifest and ridiculous forgeries and impostures that 
ever were contrived? Would great numbers of per- 
sons in those very places, change their religious prin- 
ciples and practices upon the credit of things reported 
to be publicly done, which no man ever heard of be- 
fore? Or, rather, is it possible that such a design as 
this would be conceived by any sober and serious per- 
sons, or even the most wild and extravagant? If the 
history of the New Testament be credible, the Chris- 
tian religion is true. If the “hings that were related 
to have been done by Jesuz, and by his followers, by 
virtue of powers derived from him, do not prove a per- 
son to come from God, and that his doctrine is true 
and divine, nothing can. And as Jesus does here, in 
the circumstances of his birth, life, sufferings, and after 
exaltation, and in the success of his doctrine, answer 
the description of the great person promised and fore- 
told in the Old Testament, he is at the same time 
showed to be the Messiah. 

“ From the agreement of the writers of the New 
Testament with other ancient writers, we are not 
only assured that these books are genuine, but also 
that they are come down to us pure and uncorrupted, 
without any considerable interpolations or alterations. 
If such had been made in them, there would have ap- 
peared some smaller differences at least between them 
and other ancient writings. 

“ There has been in all ages a wicked propensity in 
mankind to advance their own notions and fancies by 
deceits and forgeries: they have been practised by 
heathens, Jews, and Christians, in support of imaginary 
historical facts, religious schemes and practices, and 
political interests. With these views some whole books 
have been forged, and passages inserted into others of 
undoubted authority. Many of the Christian writers 
of the second and third centuries, and of the following 
ages, appear to have had false notions concerning the 
state of Judea between the nativity of Jesus and the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; and concerning many other 
things occasionally mentioned in the New Testament. 
The consent of the best ancient writers with those of 
the New Testament is a proof that these books are 
still untouched, and that they have not been new mo- 
delled and altered by Christians of later times, in con- 
formity to their own peculiar sentiments. 

“This may be reckoned an argument that the gene- 
rality of Christians had a very high veneration for 
these books; or else that the several sects among 
them have had an eye upon each other, that no alter- 
ations might be made in those writings to which they 
have all appealed. It is also an argument that the Di- 
vine providence has all along watched over and guarded 
these books, (a very fit object of especial care,) which 
contain the best of principles, were apparently written 
with the best views, and have in them inimitable cha- 
racters of truth and simplicity.".——See Dr. Lardner’s 
Works, vol. i. p. 419. 

Let him answer these arguments who can.—A. C 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES TO THE BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 


MIT 


Some additional observations on Luke wii. 1. 


A Chronology of the New Testament being, in some sort, completed in the book of the Acts, I have 

judged it necessary to lay before the reader a series of tables, which might enable him to judge more 
readily of the facts laid down in the evangelical and apostolical histories ; and of such transactions of the dif- 
ferent heathen governments as took place during the period through which these tables extend, and which had 
less or more influence on the infant cause of Christianity. 

Taste I.—Contains all the important epochs which have been used by the different civilized nations of the 
earth ; extending from the sixth year before the nativity of our Lord, according to the vulgar era, to A. D. 100; 
in which, Ist, the reigns of the Roman emperors are included, together with—2, the governors of the Jews 
under the Romans ; 3, the kings of the Parthians ; 4, the governors of Syria; and 5, the Jewish high priests ; 
and, to make this complete, I have added—1, the Epact ; 2, Easter term ; 3, Jewish Passover ; 4, Dominical 
Letters ; 5, years of the Solar Cycle; 6, ditto of the Jewish Cycle; 7, Golden Number ; and 8, the years of 
the Dionysian period. 

Taste I].—Contains the Fast: Consulares, or years and names of the Roman consuls, which are indispen 
sably necessary to ascertain the dates of several transactions in the Roman, Jewish, and Christian history. 

"Taste I1].—Contains a chronological arrangement of important events, during the period of the above 106 
years; in which every occurrence of moment, whether among the Jews, Christians, or Romans, is faithfully 
noted ; the whole calculated to throw light on the connected history of those times and nations. For a 
particular description of the eras above mentioned, the reader is requested to refer to page vi. of the preface to 
St. Matthew’s Gospel. As these tables are so plain in themselves as to require very little illustration, and the 
epochs are so fully explained in the preface already referred to, I need say nothing farther of them in this 
place ; but, as some doubts have been entertained concerning the correctness of a chronological statement in the 
Gospel of Luke, chap. iii. ver. 1, I think it necessary to enter into a more particular consideration of that 
subject than is contained in my notes on that place. 


# 


Ciurononocers are generally agreed that our Lord was born four years before the commencement of what 
is termed the yutear Era of his nativity; that is, in the 749th year from the building of Rome, according to 
Varro. Herod the Great died about the 751st year of Rome, two years before the present vulgar era, accord 
ing to the most accurate chronologers : therefore, our common computation must be four years too late. Tt 
is universally agreed that Augustus reigned till A. D. 14, according to the common reckoning ; therefore, the 
30th year of Christ’s age must correspond to the 12th year after the death of Augustus ; or, which is the 
same, to the 12th year of the sole reign of Tiberius Cesar ; and, as according to the general custom of the 
Jews a person was not deemed qualified to enter on the public work of the ministry before he was 30 years of 
age, (though some did it at 25,) it may be safely stated that the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius coincided 
with the 30th year of the Baptist’s age ; and therefore it must have coincided also with the 30th year of our 
Lord’s age : as the latter was born only six months after the former. 

But here a question of great importance, and apparent difficulty, arises: if, as the greatest chronologers agree, 
Christ's 30th year was the same with the 12th year after the death of Augustus, how then can A. D. 26, 
which appears in these notes in the margin of Luke, chap. iii. 1, be called both the 12th and 15th year of 
the reign of Tiberius? There are several ways of solving this difficulty ; but I need refer only to the follow- 
ing, which is sufficiently obvious: on August 28, Joho IDS Augustus associated Tiberius with himself in the 
full government of the empire ; or, as Vellius Paterculus expresses it, ut @guum er jus im omnibus provincis 
exercitibusque essel, quam erat ipsi: “that he might have equal power with himself in all the provinces and 
in all the armies of the empire.” Now, this accounts exactly for the three years of difference which appear 
to exist between the statement of St. Luke, and the computation of modern chronologists: the former reckon- 
ing from the time in which Tiberius was associated in the empire with Augustus ; the latter, from the death of 
Augustus, when Tiberius became sole emperor. For, as Tiberius was alae a Augustus on August 
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28 A.D. 11, and Augustus died August 19, A. D. 14, it appears that the time in which the two emperors 
reigned conjointly was exactly two years and three hundred and fifty-six days, or three years all but nine days. 

That St. Luke reckoned the years of Tiberius from the above period, as many others certainly did, and not 
from the death of Augustus, is exceedingly probable; because, taken thus, all his dates agree , and a person 


who has been so careful as St. Luke evidently was to fix the dates of the most important transactions he 


relates, by several chronological data, (as I have had occasion more than once to remark in the notes on his 
Gospel and the Acts,) could not be guilty of such an oversight as this would be, had he dated from the death 
of Augustus, every candid reader must allow. Besides, he uses a ferm which may be fairly thus explained, 
Luke iii. 1; Ev erec de mevrexaidexatw tye Hyemoveac TiBepiov ; In the fifteenth year of the GOVERNMENT of 
Tiberius ; a term which is applied, not only by the sacred writers, but also by the best Greek authors, to signify 
government in general, whether administered by king, emperor, deputy, toparch, pretor, or any other ; and that 
the word should be understood of government in this general way, and not of that which is restricted to a 
basileus, imperator, or monarch, who reigns alone, not dividing the empire with any, and consequently being 
accountable to none, is rendered extremely probable by this use of the term in the very next word in this sen- 
tence: Pontius Pilate being GovERNOR, #ysovevovToc, (executing the office of governor,) of Judea; who cer- 
tainly was not monarch of Judea, but a deputy of the Roman emperor. As Pilate, therefore, governed by the 
authority of Augustus, so Tiberius reigned in conjoint power with Augustus himself; and therefore the term 
ayeuovia, government, and hyenovevw, to exercise or execute the office of a governor, is with equal propriety 
attributed both to Tiberius, in his conjoint authority with Augustus, and to Pontius Pilate or any other governor, 
acting under the imperial authority. It would be easy to multiply examples here to show that the word may 
be as well understood of a conjoint or deputy governor, as of an emperor or monarch. ‘To all this might be 
added the consideration that Tiberius must be reputed and called emperor, by all the Roman people, as well 
during the time he was associated with Augustus as after he became sole monarch. And would it not be 
natural for them in speaking on the subject to say, Tiberius is now in the first, second, or third year of his 
reign, even while Augustus was yet living? Nor could they speak any other language with propriety. Itis 
true that, after the death of Augustus, the Roman historians generally attribute the whole forty-four years of 
the reign of Augustus (the latter three of which he had reigned conjointly with Tiberius) to Augustus himself, 
and date the reign of Tiberius from the death of his predecessor; and this they do merely for distinction’s 
sake: but we may safely state that no man who lived in the time of the conjoint reign of these emperors, as 
Luke did, would write in any other way concerning the reign of the surviving emperor than Luke has done. 

The chronology of very few facts in the whole compass of ancient history can be ascertained with greater 
accuracy than that of Herod’s death. Josephus, in his Jewish Antiquities, lib. xiv. cap. 14, s. 5, has fixed 
the time when Herod was named king by the Romans with so great precision as to inform us who were the 
Roman consuls that were in office at the period of this monarch’s accession to the throne. His words are: 
O pev odtwg Tyv BaolAeay TapadauBaver, TUXwV avTnc ETL THC ExaToSNE Kat oydoNKOSNE Kat TETaPTHG OAvuTLAdoc, 
drarevovtoc Tatov Aouettov Kadovivov to devtepov, kat Tatov Actviov TwAwvoc. ‘* And thus he (Herod) received 
the kingdom, having obtained it in the one hundred and eighty-fourth Olympiad, when Caius Domitus Calvinus 
was consul the second time, and Caius Asinius Pollio the first time.” Now it is certain that these consuls 
were in office A. U. C. 714, according to the computation of Varro, which was that used by the Romans in 
the celebration of their secular games ; and, consequently this year must have been the same with the thirty- 
ninth before the commencement of the vulgar era of Christ’s nativity, according to the chronological table of 
Archbishop Usher, unquestionably one of the most accurate chronologers of modern times. Therefore, as 
Josephus, Antiq. lib. xvii. cap. 8. s. 1, and Bell. lib. i. cap. 33, sec. 8, as well as other historians, has 
assigned the length of the reign of Herod the Great to be thirty-seven years, it is certain that the death of this 
king must have happened about the 751st year of Rome, that is to say, about two years after Christ’s birth, 
and in the twenty-eighth year of the reign of Augustus Cesar, if we reckon the years of his reign from the 
battle of Actium, at which time the government of the Triumviri was abolished, and that of emperors properly 
commenced. It is also certain, from most indisputable evidence collected from the whole body of the Roman 
and Greek historians, that Augustus Cesar died forty-four years after the battle of Actium, and consequently, 
the twelfth year of Tiberius’s sole reign must have been twenty-eight years after the death of Herod; for 16 
(the years that Augustus reigned after Herod’s death) +12 —28. It therefore follows, from the tables of 
Roman consuls, which have been carefully preserved in the Chronicon of Eusebius, that there was an interval 
of sixty-five years between the commencement of Herod’s reign and that of Christ’s public ministry ; conse- 
quently there is every evidence necessary to prove that St. Luke did reckon the years of Tiberius’s reign from 
the time that this monarch was associated with Augustus in the empire. f 
; By all this it appears that the time of which Luke speaks was properly the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius, though only the twelfth after the death of Augustus. And that as Herod did not die, as chronologers 
generally agree, till the 751st year of Rome, which was the second year of our Lord, therefore, the whole 
account of the murder of the innocents, as given by St. Matthew, chap. ii., is perfectly consistent. This being 
the real state of the case, it seems exceedingly strange that learned men should have made objections to the 
verity of St. Luke’s history on this account ; and that some, to the disgrace of criticism, should have had the 
weakness or bigotry to pronounce, on such untenable ground, the evangelical history of the genealogy of our 
Lord to be spurious! But wisdom is justified of her children. 
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§542|5536 | 5526|4744/4038 
5543) 5537 |5527| 4745/4039 
5544|5538 5528/4746 /4040 
5545|5539 5529/4747 |4041 
5546|5540'55301474814042 
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Year of the Julian era. 
Year of the Spanish era. 


| Yeur of the Cesarean era of Antioch 
Year before, or from, the birth of 
Christ. 


307)/43}40/33]B. C.2 
308}44)41)34 Ui 
309]45/42/35|A. D.1 
310/46} 43/36 


2 
752|311)47|44|37 3 
753|312|48|45/38 4 
754|313}49|46}39 5 

6 
7 
8 


755|314|50|47| 40 
56|315|51}48) 41 


316|52|49)42 

317|53}50)43 9 
318}54|51)44 10 
319]55|52}45 11 
320}56| 53/46 12 
321157|54|47 13 
322|58/55}48 14 
323|59| 56] 49 15 
324|60|57|50 16 
325|61/58}51 17 
326/62/59}52 18 
327)63] 60} 53 19 
328)64| 61154 20 
329|65) 62155 21 
330}66|63]56 22 
331|67| 64/57 23 
332/68} 65/58 24 
333 |69|66}59 25 
334/70) 67/60 26 
335|71)68)61 27 
336|72| 69162 28 
337|73|70)63 29 
338|74|71|64 30 
339|75|72|65 31 
340|76) 73) 66 32 
34177) 74 67 33 
342/78) 75/68 34 
343|79|76|69 35 
344.|80/77|70 36 


786|345|81) 78171 37 


346 |82) 79172 38 
347 )83) 80}73 39 
348 |84| 81/74 40 
349 |85)82175 41 
350|86|83]76 


Year before, or of, the Vulgar era 
of Chrisv’s nativity. 


ROMAN 
EMPERORS. 


Augustus Cesar. 


35 Herod the|32 Phraates 
36 Great. |331V. This 


KINGS 
of the 
PARTHIANS, 


GOVERNORS 
of 
THE JEWS. 


The years of this|37 + 134 monarch 


emperor’s reign are 
counted from the 
battle of Actium, 
fought 31 years be- 
fore the commence- 
ment of the Christian 
era. 


Tiberius and 1 
Augustus, con- 2 
jointly. 3 
Tiberius reigns 
alone after the death 
of Augustus. This 
emperor reigned 224 
years after the death 
of his predecessor ; 
and three years con- 
jointly with him; 
making, in the whole, 
25% years ; which 
appears to be the 
computation follow- 
ed by St, Luke, ch. 
iii. 1, who dates from 
the time in which 
Tiberius was asso- 
ciated in the empire 
with Augustus. 


Caligula Cesar, 


1 Archelaus. |35 commenc- 
2 This king|36edhisreign 
3 wasbanish-|37 37 years 

4 ed A.D. 6,|38 before the 
5 after which|39 Christian 

6 Judea be-|40 era. 

7 camea Ro-!41 

8 man prov. |42 

1 Coponius, |43 

2 governor or|44 

3 procurator|45 

4 ofthe Jews|46 


1 Marcellus, |21 


GOVERNORS | HIGH PRIESTS 
of of 
SYRIA THE JEWS, 


Varus. Matthias. 
1 Joazar. 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
4 
8 
Saturninus I.| 9 


Quirinius or| Eleazar, Jesus 

Cyrenius. |Joazar, 1 year. 
2 Ananus. 

3 or Annas. 


1 Marius 47 4 

2 Ambivius.|48 1 Silanus. 5 

3 49 2 6 

1 Annius 1 Phraataces| 3 7 

2 Rufus. | 1 Orodes II.| 4 8 

1 Valerius 1VononusI.}| 5 9 

2 Gratus. | 2 6 10 

3 3 1 Piso. 11 

4 1 Artabanus| 2 12 

5 211. Hej 1 Satuminus}13 

6 3was  de-| 2 IL. 14 

7 4 throned by| 3 15 

8 5 Tiridates, | 1 Pomponius}16 

9 6A. D. 36,| 2 Flaccus. Tsmael. 
10 7 who reign-| 3 1 Eleazar. 
ll 8 ed in his] 4 2 Simon. 

1 Pontius Pi-| 9 stead. Ar-| 5 3 Caiaphas 
2 late. 10 tabanus 6 4 was high 
3 ll was_ re-| 7 5 priest 9 
4 12 stored in| 8 6 years. 
5 13 the same| 9 7 

6 14 year, and|10 8 

4 15 Tiridates |11 9 

8 16 banished, Jonathan. 
9 17 1 Lucius 1 Theophilus. 
10 18 2 Vitellius.| 2 

11 19 3 3 

12 20 4 4 


1 Turpilianus! 5 


Golden Number. 
Years. 
Year of the Solar Cycle. 


Year of the Dionysian Period. 
| Year of the Jewish Cycle of nineteen 


& Q > ty ise wo ini 
Qr was sar Gomagwav gar wan sasa | Dominical Letter, or Letters. 


mum woudar Sea tout 


Jewish Passover. 


Apr. 1 
Mar.21 
Apr. 9 
Mar.29 
Apr.17 

5 
Mar.25 
Apr. 13 

2 
Mar.22 
Apr. 10 
Mar.30 
Apr. 18 

7 
Mar.27 
Apr. 15 

4 
Mar.24 
Apr. 12 

1 
Mar.21 
Apr. .9 
Mar.29 
Apr.17 

5 
Mar.25 
Apr. 13 

2 
Mar.22 
Apr. 10 
Mar.30 
Apr. 18 

7 
Mar.27 


Apr. 15] Apr. 17|20 


4 


Mar.24|Mar.25|12 
Apr. 12} Apr. 13|23 


1 


Mar.21| Mar.28]15 
Apr. 9|Apr. 10/26 


Mar.29 
Apr. 17 
5 


Easter Day. 


and Chronological Facts, 


TABLE I. 
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Year of the Antiochian era of the 
world 
Year of the Alexandrian era of the 

world. 
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TABLE II. and Roman Consuls 


ROMAN CONSULS. 


P. Lelius Balbus, and C. Antistius Vetus 
Imp. C. Julius Cxsar Octav. Augustus XII., and L. Corn. Sulla 
C. Calvisius Sabinus, and L. Passienus Rufus_ 

L. Cornelius Lentulus, and M. Valerius Messalinus ; 

Imp. C. Julius Cesar Octav. Augustus XIII., and C. Canin. Gallus 
Cossus Cornelius Lentulus, and L, Calpurnius Piso 

Caius Julius Cesar, and M. A.milius Paulus 

P. Vinicius, and P. Alfenius Varus 

LL. Adlius Lamia and M. Servilius 

Sex. Alius Catus, and C. Sentius Saturninus . 

L. Valerius Messala Volusus, and Cn. Cornelius Cinna Magnus 
M. Aimilius Lepidus, and L. Aruntius Ls , 
A. Licinius Nerva Silianus, and Q. Cecilius Metellus Criticus Silanus 
M. Furius Camillus, and Sex. Nonius Quintilianus 

Q. Sulpicius Camerinus, and C. Pompeius Sabinus 

P. Comelius Dolabella, and C. Junius Silanus 

M. Aimilius Lepidus, and T. Statilius Taurus 

Germanicus Cesar, and C. Fonteius Capito 

C. Silius, and L. Munacius Plancus 

Sex. Pompeius, and Sex. Apuleius 

Drusus Cesar, and C. Norbanus Flaccus 

T. Statilius Sisenna Taurus, and L. Scribonius Libo 

C. Cecilius Rufus, and L. Pomponius Flaccus Grecinus 
Tiberius Aug. III., and Germanicus Cesar II. 

M. Junius Silanus, and L. Norbanus Balbus 

M. Valerius Messala, and M. Aurelius Cotta I. 

Tiberius Aug. IV., and Drusus Cesar II. 

C. Sulpitius Galba, and Q. Haterius Agrippa 

C. Asinius Pollio, and L. Antistius Vetus 

Serv. Cornelius Cethegus, and L. Viselius Varro 

M. Asinius Agrippa, and Cossus Cornelius Lentulus 

C. Calvisius Sabinus, and Cn. Com. Lentulus Getulicus 

M. Licinius Crassus Fragi, and L. Calpurmius Piso 

Ap. Junius Silanus, and Silius Nerva 

L. Rubellius Geminus, and C. Fusius or Rufius Geminus 

L. Cassius Longinus, and M. Vinicius 

Tiberius Aug. V., and Alius Sejanus 

Cn. Domitius Ahenobardus, and M. Furius Camillus Scribonianus 
L. Sulpicius Galba, and L. Com. Sylla Felix 

Paulus Fabius Persicus, and L. Vitellius 

C. Cestius Gallus, and M. Servilius Nonianus or Monianus 
Sex. Papinius Allenius, and Q. Plautius 

Cn. Acerronius Proculus, and Caius Petronius Pontius Nigrinus 
M. Aquilius Julianus, and P. Nonius Asprenas 

Caius Aug. II., and L. Apronius Cesianus 

Caius Aug. III., and L. Gellius Poplicola 

Caius Aug. IV., and Cn. Sentius Saturninus 

Tib. Claudius Aug. IL., and Caius Cecina Largus _ 

Tib. Claudius Aug. III., and L. Vitellius II. aS 

L. Quinctius Crispinus II., and Marcus Statilius Taurus 

M. Vinicius II., and Taurus Statilius Corvinus 

P. Valerius Asiaticus II., and M. Junius Silanus 

Tib. Claud. Aug. IV., and L. Vitellius III. 

Aulus Vitellius, and Q. Vipsanius Publicola 

A. Pompeius Longinus Gallus, and Q. Veranius 

C. Antistius Vetus, and M. Suillius Nervilianus 

Tib. Claudius Aug. V., and Serv. Corn. Orfitus 

Publ. Corn. Sylla Faustus, and Lucius Salvius Otho Titianus 
Decimus Junius Silanus, and Quintus Haterius Antoninus 

M. Acinius Marcellus, and Manius Acilius Aviola 

Nero Aug., and L. Antistius Vetus 

Q. Volusius Saturninus, and P. Cornelius Scipio 

Nero Aug. IL, and L. Calpurnius Piso 

Nero Aug. III., and Valerius Messala 

L. Vipstanus Apronianus, and L. Fonteius Capito 

Nero Aug. IV., and Cossus Cornelius Lentulus 

C. Cxsonius Petus, and C. Petronius Turpilianus 

P. Marius Celsus, and L. Acinius Gallus 

C. Memmius Regulus, and L. Verginius Rufus 

C. Lecanius Bassus, and M. Licinius Crassus 

A. Licinius Nerva Silanus, and M. Vestinius Atticus 

C. Lucius Telesinus, and C. Suetonius Paulinus 

C. Fonteius Capito II., and C. Julius Rufus 

C. Silius Italicus, and M. Galerius Trachalus 

Serv. Sulpicius Galba Aug. II., and T. Vinius Rufinus 

Titus Fl. Vespasianus Aug. II., and Titus Cesar 
Flav. Vespasianus Aug. IIL, and M. Cocceius Nerva 


TABLE II. 


and Roman Consuls 


ROMAN CONSULS. 


Vespasianus Aug. IV., and Titus Csar II. 

Domitianus Cesar II, and M. Valerius Messalinus 
Vespasianus Aug. V., and Titus Cesar III. 

Vespasianus Aug. VI., and Titus Cesar IV. 

Vespasianus Aug. VII., and Titus Cesar V. 

Vespasianus Aug. VIII., and Titus Cesar VI. 

L. Ceionius Commodus, and Decimus Novius Priscus 
Vespasianus Aug. 1X., and Titus Cesar VII. 

Titus Aug. VIII., and Domitianus Cesar VII. 

Lucius Flavius Silva Nonius Bassus, and Asinius Pollio Verrucosus 
Domitianus Aug. VIII., and T, Flavius Sabinus 

Domitianus Aug: [X., and Q. Petilius Rufus I. 

Domitianus Aug. X., and Sabinus 

Domitianus Aug. XI., and T. Aurelius Fulvus or Fulvius 
Domitianus Aug. XII., and Ser. Corn. Dolabella Metellianus 
Domitianus Aug. XIII., and A. Volusius Saturninus 
Domitianus Aug. XIV., and L. Minucius Rufus 

T. Aurelius Fulvus II., and A. Sempronius Attratinus 
Domitianus Aug. XV., and M. Cocceius Nerva II. 

M. Ulpius Trajanus, and M. Acilius Glabrio 

Domitianus Aug. XVI., and Q. Volusius Saturninus 
Pompeius Collega, and Cornelius Priscus 

L. Nonius Torquat. Asprenas, and T. Sex. Magius Lateranus 
Domitianus Aug. XVIL., and T. Flavius Clemens 

C. Antistius Vetus, and C. Manlius Valens 

Nerva Aug. III., and L. Verginius Rufus III. 

Nerva Aug. IV., and M. Ulpius Trajanus Cesar II. 

A. Cornelius Palma, and C. Socius Senecio 

Trajanus Aug. IIL., and M. Corn. Fronto II. 


APPENDIX TO TABLE II. 


LIST OF THE YEARS IN WHICH THE CONSULS WERE EITHER CHANGED BEFORE THE END OF THEIR TERM, OR 
DIED WHILE IN OFFICE ; TOGETHER WITH THE NAMES OF THE CONSULS WHO SUCCEEDED. 
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4076 | 3832 | 819 | 823 | 824 | 825 |A. D. 72 
4077 | 3833 | 820 | 824 | 825 | 826 73 
4078 | 3834 | 821 | 825 | 826 | 827 74 
4079 | 3835 | 822 | 826 | 827 | 828 75 
4080 | 3836 | 823 | 827 | 828 | 829 76 
4081 | 3837 | 824 | 828 | 829 | 830 77 
4082 | 3838 | 825 | 829 | 830 | 831 78 
4083 | 3839 | 826 | 830 | 831 | 832 he) 
4084 | 3840 | 827 | 831 | 832 | 833 80 
4085 | 3841 | 828 | 832 | 833 | 834 81 
4086 | 3842 | 829 | 833 | 834 | 835 82 
4087 | 3843 | 830 | 834 | 835 | 836 83 
4088 | 3844 | 831 | 835 | 836 | 837 84 
4089 | 3845 | 832 | 836 | 837 | 838 85 
4090 | 3846 | 833 | 837 | 838 | 839 86 
4091 | 3847 | 834 | 838 | 839 | 840 87 
4092 | 3848 | 835 | 839 | 840 | 841 88 
4093 | 3849 | 836 | 840 | 841 | 842 89 
4094 | 3850 | 837 | 841 | 842 | 843 90 
4095 | 3851 | 838 | 842 | 843 | 844 91 
4096 | 3852 | 839 | 843 | 844 | 845 92 _ 
4097 | 3853 | 840 | 844 | 845 | 846 93 
4098 | 3854 | 841 | 845 | 846 | 847 94 
4099 | 3855 | 842 | 846 | 847 | 848 95 
4100 | 3856 | 843 | 847 | 848 | 849 96 
4101 | 3857 | 844 | 848 | 849 | 850 97 
4102 | 3858 | 845 | 849 | 850 | 851 98 
4103 | 3859 | 846 | 850 | 851 | 852 99 
4104 | 3860 | 847 | 851 | 852 | 853 100 
A. D. 
7. P.Corn. Lent. Scipio and T. Qu. Crisp. Valerianus, July 1. 
8. Lucius Apronius and Aul. Vibius Habitus, July iE 
9. M. Papius Mutilus and Q. Poppzus Secundus, July 1. 
10. Serv. Corn. Lent. Maluginensis, July 1. 
11. L. Cass. Longinus, July 1. 
12. C. Visellius Varro, July 1. 
16. P. Pomponius Grecinus, July 1. 
18. L. Seius Tubero and C. Rubellius Blandus. 
22. M. Coce. Nerva and C: Vibius Rufinus. 
23. Q. Jun. Blesus succeeded to Pollio, July 1. 
26. Q. Marcius Barea and T; Rustius Nummus Gallus, July 1. 
29. Aulus Plautius and L. Nonius Aspremas, July 1. 
30. C. Cassius Longinus and L. Nevius Surdinus, July 1. 
31. Faust. Corn. Sylla and Sex. Tidius or Sextidius Catull., 
May 9; L. Fulcinius Trio, July 1; Pub. Memmius Re- 
gulus, October 1. . ] ! 
32, A. Vitellius succeeded to M. Furius Camillus Scribo- 
nianus, July 1. E ; 
33. L. Salvius Otho succeeded to Galba, July 1. 
37 C. Caligula Imp. and Tiber. Claudius, July 1. i 
39. M. Sanquinius sticceeded to Caius, Feb. 1; Cn. Domi- 
tius Corbulo, July 1; Domitius Africanus, or Afer, 
August 31. ey 
41. Q. Pomponius Secundus succeeded Caius, January 7. 
44. Manius Amilius Lepidus succeeded Crispinus II. 
46. Velleius Rufus und Ostorius Scapula. 


Vou. I. 


( 58 ) 


A.D 


48. 


L. Vitellius, July 1. 

. L.Memmius Pollio and Q. Allius Maximus, May 1. 

. C. Minutius Fundanus and C. Vettennius Severus, July 
1; Titus Flavius Vespasianus, Nov. 1: 

. L. Anneus Seneca and Trebellius Maximus, July 1. 

. Anicius Cerealis succeeded Vestinius, July 1. 


. Salvius Otho Aug. and L. Salv. Otho Titianus, Jan. 15; 


L. Verginius Rufus and Vopiscus Pompeius Sylvanus; 
March |: Titus Arrius Antoninus and P. Marius Celsus 
IL. May 1; C. Fabius Valens and Aulus Alienus Cecina, 
Sept. 1; Roscius Regulus succeeded Cacina, Oct. 3] ; 
Cn. Cacilius Simplex and C. Quintius Atticus, Nov. 1. 


.M. Licinius Mutianus and Publius Valerius Asiaticus, 


July 1; L. Annius Bassus and ©. Czcina Patus, Nov. hig 


71. Flav. Domitianus Caesar I. and Cn. Paedius Castus, 


83. 


March 1. . 
. Domitianus Cesar III. succeeded Titus, July 1. 
- Domitianus Cesar, IV. and M. Licinius Mutianus III. 
July 1. 
ys Dotil Gade Cesar V.and T. Plautius Sylvanus II. July 1. 
. Domitianus Cesar VI. and Cn. Jul. Agricola, July 1. 
. M. Titius Frugi and Vitius Vinius or Vinidianus Julia- 
nus, July]. 
C. Valer. Messalinus succeeded Rufus. 
. L. Serg. Paullus succeeded Latéranus. 
. Cornelits Tacitus succeeded Rufus. 
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4002 


4003 


4006 
4007 


4008 


4009 


4010 


4011 


4012 


TABLE III. 


CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS 


ASULCa) Bias 
748 6 
749 5 
750 4 
751 3 
752 2 


757 


761 


wood 


EXTENDING FROM A.M. 3999 TO A. D. 100. 


Tiberius (afterwards emperor) is invested by Augustus with the tribunitian power for 
five years; and soon after he retired to Rhodes. 

Miraculous conception of John Baptist. . { 

Caius Cesar, son of the emperor, the first who had the title of Princeps Juventutis, 
Prince of the Youth. He was at this time fifteen years of age. 

Miraculous conception of Jesus Curist. 

Birth of John Baptist. ; 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, at Bethlehem in Judea. 
‘Wise men from the east, being guided by a star, come and worship the new-born 
King of the Jews. ; : 
Herod the Great, king of Judea, orders all the male children of Bethlehem and its 

vicinity, under two years of age, to be put to death, in order to destroy Jesus 
Christ, who was providentially carried into Egypt before this cruel edict was put 
into execution. ’ 
Death of Herod the Great, in the 37th year of his reign. He is succeeded by his 
son, Archelaus. 
Death of Malthace, mother of Archelaus, king of Judea. 


Death of Lucius, one of the sons of Augustus. 

Death of Caius Cesar, son of Augustus, in consequence of a wound he had received 
in Armenia. 

Augustus Cesar is called Dominus, Lord, by the people ; with which title he is dis- 
pleased, and publicly forbade it by an edict. 

About this time the celebrated Podlio died at his country house in Tusculum, aged 
eighty. 

Augustus Cesar, who had, ten years before, been appointed to the government of the 
Roman empire, has the same conferred upon him for ten years more. 

Tiberius returns from Rhodes to Rome, and is adopted by Augustus. 

Tiberius receives again the tribunitian power. 

Cinna, grandson to Pompey, is charged with being the chief of a conspiracy against 
the emperor, and afterwards pardoned. 

The temple of Janus, after it had been closed ever since B. C. 8, is opened again on 
account of fresh disturbances in Germany. 

Tiberius subdues the Caninetali, the Attuarit, the Bructeri, and the Cherusci, Ger- 
mans, who had revolted from the Romans. 

Augustus, that he might raise a tax in Italy, accepts of the proconsular power. 

Tiberius extends his conquests to the Elbe, upon which the Germans sue for peace, 
which is granted them. 


Revolt of the Pannonians and Dalmatians, against whom Tiberius and Germanicus 
are sent. 
The Jews and Samaritans complain to Augustus of the tyranny of Archelaus. 
Archelaus, king of Judea, deposed; and his dominions reduced into the form of a 
Roman province, and annexed to Syria. Coponius was the first governor of Judea. 
About this time Judas of Galilee arose, and drew away much people after him; but 
he, and as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. Acts v. 37 
The Pannonians are again brought under subjection to the Romans. 
Jesus Christ, twelve years of age, disputes with the doctors in the temple, who are 
astonished at his understanding and answers. 
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4013 


4014 


4015 


4016 
4017 


4018 


4019 


4020 


4021 


4022 


4023 


4024 


762 


763 


764 


765 
766 


767 


768 


769 


770 


771 


772 


773 


9 


10 


11 


12 
13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Ovip banished by Augustus to Tomos in Pontus. 

Baton, the Dalmatian general, surrenders the town of Anduba to Germanicus, which 
puts an end to the Dalmatian war. 

Memorable defeat of the Romans under P. Quintilius Varus, governor of Germany, 
by Arminius, chief of the revolted Germans. 

Tiberius marches against the Germans; and, in the course of this and the following 
year, reduces the Germans again under the Roman yoke; upon which a profound 
peace takes place in the whole Roman world. 

Tiberius, in consequence of his very important services, is made by Augustus his 
colleague in the empire, both in the civil and military government, August 28. 

Imperial edict against diviners and astrologers. 

Augustus Cesar is again appointed emperor for ten years longer, the last prorogation 
expiring the end of this year. 

Death of Augustus Cesar, (in the consulship of Sextus Pompeius and Sextus A puleius,) 
at Nola, August 19, being 76 years of age all but 35 days. 

There are four epochs from which historians date the years of this emperor’s reign. 
The first is that of the second year of the Julian era, or the 709th of Rome, when, 
after the death of Julius Cesar, coming from Macedonia into Italy, he took upon 
him the rank of emperor, without making any change in the republic, and assem- 
bled by private authority some veteran soldiers. The second epoch is the third year 
of the Julian era, or the 711th of Rome, when, after the death of the two consuls, 
Hirtius and Pansa, he entered into the consulate with Q. Pedius, Sept. 22; or 
when, on the 27th of November following, he was declared triumvir with Mark 
Antony, and Aimilius Lepidus. The third epoch is the 3d of September, A. U. C. 
723, and the 15th of the Julian era, that is to say, on the day of the battle of 
Actium. The fourth epoch is the following year, when, after the death of Antony 
and Cleopatra, he entered triumphantly into Alexandria, the 29th of August, or 
the first day of the Egyptian era. Thus Augustus, according to the first epoch, 
reigned fifty-eight years, five months, and four days. This is the epoch which 
Josephus appears to have followed. According to the second epoch, Augustus 
reigned fifty-five years, ten months, and twenty-eight days, if we reckon from the 
time he was first made consul ; or fifty-five years, eight months, and twenty-two 
days, from his becoming one of the ¢rzwmviri. It is from one of these two periods 
that Suetonius, Eusebius, Epiphanius, and some others, compute the fifty-six years 
which they assign to this emperor. But the most common mode of computing the 
years of the reign of Augustus is from the battle of Actiwm, from which time he 
lived and reigned forty-four years all but thirteen days. 

Tiberius Nero Cesar succeeds Augustus in the empire, August 19. 

Death of Julia, daughter of Augustus, in the sixteenth year of her exile. She was 
banished by her father, on the charge of vicious and irregular conduct. 

Extraordinary overflowing of the Tiber, by which several houses are destroyed, and 
lives lost. 

Achaia and Macedonia become provinces to Cesar, having been governed before by 
proconsuls. ; ; ; 

War in Germany. Arminius makes the Cherusci take up arms against Germanicus, 
Drawn battle between the Romans and Germans. 

Battle of Idistavisus gained by the Romans over the Germans under Arminius. 

Second battle gained by Germanicus over Arminius, in the neighbourhood of the Elbe. 

The Angrivarians submit to the Romans. ' 

Expedition of Germanicus against the Catians and Marsians, who immediately submit 

Conspiracy of Drusus Libo against Tiberius discovered; upon which the conspirator 
kills himself. ak 

Triumph ‘of Germanicus over the Cheruscans, the Catians, the Angrwarians, and 
other nations between the Rhine and the Elbe, May 26. ¥ 

Terrible earthquake in Asia, which overthrew twelve celebrated cities : among these 
was Sardis, which suffered the most. ok ae ; 

Death of Titus Livy, the historian, at Padua; and of Ovid in his exile in Scythia, 

About this time Rhascupolis, called also Rhascoporis, and Rhescuporis, king of Thrace, 
is deprived of his kingdom, and banished. fb. 

About this time a new island made its appearance in the Archipelago, Pliny i. 87. 

Expedition of Germanicus into the east. 

Zeno, the son of Polemon, ascends the throne of Armenia, through the favour of 
Germanicus. ' 

The kingdoms of Cappadocia and Commagena reduced into the form of Roman pro- 
vinces. Q. Veranius is made governor of the former, and Q. Serveeus of the latter. 

Death of Germanicus. He is buried at Antioch. 

Rhascupolis put to death at Alexandria. 

Death of Arminius, general of the Germans, in the 37th year of his age. 

Maroboduus, king of the Lombards, dethroned. ; 

Death of Sallust, the emperor’s minister. He was grandson of a sister of Sallust, the 
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21 |Revolt in Gaul. 


22 


23 
24 
26 


Q7 


28 
29 


89 


40 


43 


Sacrovir, chief of the Eduans, defeated by Silius, which puts an end to the Gallic war. 

First African war under Tacfarinas, which commenced A. U, C. 770, finished this year, 
to the advantage of the Romans. Tacfarinas is driven into the deserts by Blesus 
the governor. ‘ rr : 

Maluginensis removed from the government of Asia, on account of his being priest of 
Jupiter. : 

Foner theatre destroyed by fire about this time, and rebuilt by Tiberius. ; 

Death of Junia, niece of Cato, sister of Brutus, and wife of Cassius. She had survived 
the battle of Philippi sixty-three years. ; ; 

Death of Lucilius Longus, the emperor’s most particular friend. 

The Pantomimes expelled Italy. : Re b 

The second war of Tacfarinas ended by Dolabella, in which Tacfarinas is slain. 

Thrace, agitated by commotions, is reduced to submission by Poppeus Sabinus. 

The emperor’s final departure from Rome. ; 

John Baptist began to baptize in Judea, about this time. 

Pontius Pilate made governor of Judea, which office he held for ten years. 

In the fifteenth year of the principality of Tiberius Cesar, which was the twelfth of 
his monarchy, Jesus Christ, thirty years of age, is baptized by John in Jordan, and 
enters upon his public ministry. : 

Fifty thousand men are said to have been killed by the fall of an amphitheatre at Fidena. 

Great fire in Rome, which consumed all the quarter of Mount Ceelius. 

John Baptist beheaded about this time, by order of Herod Antipas. 

Revolt of the Frisians, which is soon terminated. ; 

The Jews, by the permission of Pontius Pilate, crucify Jesus Christ; who, on the 
third day after his crucifixion, rises from the dead ; and forty days after his resur- 
rection ascends up inta heaven. 

Miserable death of Judas the traitor. 

Peter’s sermon on the day of pentecost, by means of which three thousand persons 
are converted to Christianity. 

Ananias and his wife Sapphira suddenly struck dead for their hypocrisy. 

Death of Nero, eldest son of Germanicus. 

Stephen stoned to death by the Jews. 

A great persecution of the followers of Christ at Jerusalem takes place after the 
martyrdom of Stephen. 

An angel sends Philip to baptize the Authiopian eunuch. 

Galba, afterwards emperor, is consul this year. 

Death of Drusus, son of Germanicus. 

Conversion of Saux of Tarsus, afterwards called Paut. 

The number of the followers of Christ greatly increases. 

At Lydda, Peter cures Eneas of the palsy ; and at Joppa, restores Tabitha to life. 

Troubles and revolutions among the Parthians and Armenians. 

Commotions in Cappadocia, which are soon quelled by the Romans. 

Fire at Rome, which destroyed part of the circus, and the quarter of Mount Aventine. 

Tiberius declares himself friendly to the Christians, and wishes to enrol Christ among 
the gods; but is opposed by the senate. 

Death of Tiberius Nero Cesar, on the 16th or 26th of March, in the seventy-eighth 
year of his age, after having reigned 22 years, six months, and 26 days, if we 
reckon from the death of Augustus; and 25 years, six months, and 15 days, from 
the time when he was first associated in the empire with Augustus. He is suc- 
ceeded by Carus Caligula. 

Antiochus again put in possession of the kingdom of Commagena, which had been 
reduced into a Roman province by Germanicus. 

Disgrace and death of Pilate, governor of Judea. 

Vespasian, afterwards emperor, was edile in this year; i. 6. a magistrate, who had the 
care of the public buildings of the city. 

Getulicus and Lepidus put to death upon suspicion of a conspiracy against the 
emperor. 

The conversion of Cornelius, the centurion, happened about this time. 

The Emperor Caligula slain on the fourth day of the Palatine games. He is succeeded 
by his uncle, Claudius Ozsar. 

Seneca banished to the island of Coxsica. 

War of the Romans against the Germans and Moors. 

Mauritania reduced into a Roman province. 

The fallowers of Jesus first called Curistians at Antioch. 

Claudius vanquishes the Britons in several battles, and at his return to Rome is 
honoured with a triumph. 

Dearth in Rome, occasioned by Messalina and the freedmen monopolizing and raising 

: the pee ie necessaries of life. 4 

espasian fought thirty battles with the Britons, took twenty of their towns 
two of ate nations, and possessed himself of the The of Wight. papene 
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44 
45 


46 
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57 
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59 
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James, the brother of John, put to death by Herod. 

An eclipse of the sun on the birthday of the Emperor Claudius. To prevent the 
superstitious drawing thence any inauspicious omens concerning him, he caused 
notice to be posted up some time before it happened, giving a physical explanation 
of the phenomenon. 

The dreadful famine foretold by Agabus rages in Judea, Acts xi. 27, 28. 

Asinius Gallus, half-brother to Drusus, son of Tiberius, conspires against the emperor, 
and is banished. 

Thrace, which had hitherto its own kings, is made a Roman province. 

About this time a new island makes its appearance in the Augean Sea. It is named 
Therasia by Seneca. 

The emperor takes upon himself the title of Censor. 

Secular games celebrated at Rome, in honour of the 800th year of Rome. 

Claudius adds three new letters to the Roman alphabet, the names of two of which 
only remain: the Avolic digamma, which answers to our v; and the antisigma, 
which answers to a p and an s joined together. 

Many of the greatest men in Rome are put to death by Claudius, to gratify the 
revenge and covetousness of Messalina, his wife. 

Commotions in the east, and in Germany. 

Incursions of the Cauci into Lower Germany. Corbulo reduces them to subjection. 

Celebrated canal cut between the Rhine and the Maese. 

Claudius by a census is said to find 6,900,000 citizens in Rome. 

The Gauls admitted into the senate, and to the dignities of the empire. 

L. Salvius Otho, the Emperor Otho’s father, made patrician. 

Herod Agrippa, king of the Jews, eaten up of worms: Acts xil. 23. 

Seneca recalled from banishment, and made preceptor to Agrippa’s son 

Cologne founded by Agrippina. j 

The Catti defeated by Pomponius. 

Great dearth in the Roman empire. 

The Britons, making incursions into the Roman settlements, are vanquished by 
P. Ostorius Scapula. 

The Jews expelled Rome by Claudius. 

Caractacus, the British king, is defeated, made prisoner, and carried to Rome. 

The aqueduct at Rome, begun by Caligula fourteen years before, finished this year by 

* Claudius. 

Nero’s marriage with Octavia. 

Claudius Felix made governor of Judea in the room of Ventidius Cumanus. 

Caius Tiberius Claudius Nero Cesar, the Roman emperor, poisoned by the Empress 
Agrippina, after a reign of thirteen years, eight months, and twenty-one days; and 
is succeeded in the empire by Nero Cesar, his wife’s son. 

Paul preaches at Athens. 

Death of Azizus, king of the Emesenians. 

Britannicus, son of Claudius Cesar by Messalina, poisoned by the emperor his brother. 

War of the Romans against the Parthians. 

Apollos, an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, preaches at Corinth, Acts 
xyill, 24. 

Artaxata, the capital of Armenia, burnt by Corbulo. 

Vigranocerta taken by Corbulo. 

Armenia totally subdued by Corbulo, and given by Nero to Tigranes, great-grandson 
of Archelaus, formerly king of Cappadocia. 

Nero puts his mother Agrippina to death. 

Death of Domitius Afer, the orator. 

Laodicea, one of the most famous cities in Asia, destroyed by an earthquake. 

The pantomimes recalled by Nero. 

Appearance of a comet, with which the vulgar are greatly alarmed. a 

The city of Puteoli, or Pozzuolo, obtains from Nero the title of August or Imperial 
Colony. 

The Bin forma league to recover their independence. They take advantage of the 
absence of Suetonius Paulinus, their governor, to take up arms against the Romans. 

Boadicea, the British queen, defeats the Romans, killing 70,000 in various places ; 
but the Britons are at last defeated by Suetonius, the Roman general, with the loss 
of 80,000. 

Pedanius Secundus, prefect of Rome, assassinated by one of his slaves. 

King Agrippa confers the high priesthood on Jsrael, the son of Phabius. 

Death of Mark the evangelist. He is said to have been buried at Alexandria 

St. Paul sent in bonds to Rome. He is shipwrecked at Malta. 

Nero puts his empress, Octavia, to death. 

‘Aulus Persius Flaccus, the poet, dies in the thirtieth year of his age. 

On the fifth of February, a violent earthquake happened in Campania, which destroyed 
great part of the city of Pompeii, at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, and did conside- 
rable damage to Herculaneum. Ae 
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far Seta 63 |About this time Nero reduced the Cottian Alps into a Roman province, after the 
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64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


death of King Cottius. ee ‘ , 
The Parthians y eseanhie by the Romans under Corbulo. Tiridates, king of Parthia, 
lays down his crown at the foot of Nero’s statue. . : 
James, the brother of our Lord, is, according to Eusebius, thrown down from a pin- 
nacle of the temple, and stoned ; and a fuller, striking him on the head with a club, 

kills him. psillio Pn we. ; 

The emperor sends two centurions up the Nile, in order to explore its source; but 
the centurions failed in their expedition, being stopped by the cataracts and marshy 

rounds. 

Gaead fire in Rome, by which upwards of two-thirds of this great city was consumed. 
Nero, charging the late conflagration of the city upon the Christians, persecutes them 
with all manner of cruelties and torments. ' : 
The Jews revolt from the Romans, and pelt their governor, Florus, with stones, which 

begins the first Jewish war. se 

Several great men conspire against the emperor ; but the plot is discovered. 

Death of Seneca and Lucan. 

Campania wasted by an epidemical sickness, and great tempests. . ; 

Great fire at Lyons, which nearly consumed the whole city. Nero made the inhabit- 
ants of this city a present of four millions of sesterces, (about thirty-two thousand 
pounds sterling,) towards repairing their losses. 

Tiridates receives the crown of Armenia from the hands of Nero. 

Vespasian sent by Nero to make war against the Jews. P , ; 

Disturbances in Cesarea between the Jews and the idolaters who inhabited that city. 

Sedition in Jerusalem, occasioned by Florus. This may be considered the proper 
commencement of the Jewish war. It took place, according to Josephus, on the 
sixteenth day of the month Artemisius, which, according to Scaliger’s calculation, 
corresponds to our May. 

The Jews of Cesarea slain, to the number of twenty thousand. ‘ 

All Syria filled with slaughter by the battles between the Jews and the Syrians. 

Cypros and Macherontum taken by the Jews from the Romans. 

Jerusalem besieged by Cestius Gallus. 

The Christians leave Jerusalem, and fly to Pella in Celosyria. 

Vespasian invades Judea with an army of 60,000 men, and carries fire and sword 
wherever he goes; immense numbers of Jews are slain in the various sieges. 

St. Peter and St. Paul put to death about this time. 

Jotapata taken by the Romans after a siege of forty-six days. 

Japha taken by the Romans. ; 

Eleven thousand six hundred Samaritans, that had assembled on the top of Mount 
Gerizim, slain by order of Vespasian. 

Joppa taken and destroyed by the Romans. 

Tarichea taken by the Romans ; and nearly 40,000 persons, who had taken refuge in 
it, slain. 

Death of Corbulo. 

Dreadful calamities in Jerusalem, occasioned by the Zealots, who divide themselves 
into two different parties, and murder one another by thousands, committing the 
most horrid cruelties. 

The Emperor Nero, on account of his great cruelty and injustice, is obliged to fly from 
Rome to the house of Phaon, one ‘of his freedmen, about four miles from Rome, 
where he kills himself ; upon which the senate declares Galba emperor. 

On the kalends of January, the images of Galba, in Germany, are thrown down; and 
on the third day Viteddiws is saluted emperor by the army; and on the fifteenth day 
of the same month Galba is slain by the partisans of Otho, seven months after the 
death of Nero ; upon which Otho is proclaimed emperor. 

Civil war betwixt Vitellius and Otho. 

Engagement in an island in the Po, betwixt the troops of Otho and Vitellius, wherein 
the latter have the advantage. ; 

Battle of Bedriacum, in which Otho’s army is defeated ; upon which Otho kills him- 
self, after a reign of three months. He is succeeded by Vitellius. 

Dolabella put to death by order of Vitellius. 

Civil war betwixt Vitellius and Vespasian. 

Cremona sacked by Primus. 

Junius Blesus poisoned by order of Vitellius. 

Vespasian acknowledged emperor by a great part of Italy, and all the western 
provinces, 

The capitol besieged and taken by Vitellius’ soldiers. 

The temple of Jupiter Capitolinus destroyed by fire. 


Vitellius is killed, after a reign of eight months and a few days, and Vespasian suc- 


ceeds him in the empire. 


The Batavians, under Civilis, revolt from the Romans, over whom they obtain two 
great victories. 
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eee 
A.M. |A.U.C.| A. D: ar: 
4074 823 70 |Vespasian orders the capitol to be rebuilt, the first stone of which was laid on the 


2Qist of June. 


Titus, son of Vespasian, sent by the emperor to besiege Jerusalem. 
The Jewish temple burnt, notwithstanding the endeavours of Titus to preserve it. 
Jerusalem taken, Sept. 7, and destroyed by Titus, which ends the Jewish war. Jo- 
sephus reckons that not less than eleven hundred thousand persons perished in this 
siege, by fire, sword, misery, and famine. If to this number be added all that 
were killed in the several battles fought out of Jerusalem, and in the taking of the 
several towns which the Romans stormed, it will be found that the J ews lost, in 
the whole course of the war, one million three hundred and fifty-seven thousand six 
hundred and sixty men. ‘Che number of prisoners during the war, according to the 
same historian, amounted to ninety-seven thousand! See on Matt. xxiv. 31. 
4075 824 71 |Magnificent triumph of Vespasian for his victories over the Jews. 
Peace being re-established in the world, the temple of Janus is shut. This is the sixth” 
time of its being shut according to Orosius. 
4076 825 72 |\Commagena is made a Roman province. 


Vologeses, king of Parthia, molested by the Alans, a Scythian people, who overrun 
Media and Armenia. 


4077 826 73 |Rhodes, Samos, and the neighbouring islands, formed into a province, under the 

; name of Cyclades, or island province. 

4078 827 74 |\Vespasian, who had made his son Titus his colleague in the censorship, celebrates 
with him the ceremony of closing the /ustrwm; and of numbering the Roman 
citizens, 


4079 | 828 75 |Dedication of the temple of Peace. Vespasian places in it the golden vessels belong- * 
ing to the temple of Jerusalem, and a great number of the finest performances of the 
best painters and sculptors. 
Nero’s colossus, erected by his order at the entrance of the golden palace, is dedicated 
to Apollo, or the sun, by Vespasian. 
4080 829 76 |Three cities in the island of Cyprus destroyed by an earthquake. 
4081 830 77 |Dreadful eatin in Rome, through which ten thousand persons are said to have died 
in one day. 
4082 831 78 |Agricola appointed governor of Britain. 
4083 832 79 |Vespasian dies, after a reign of nine years, eleven months, and twenty-four days; and 
is succeeded in the Roman empire by his son Titus. 
Dreadful eruption of Mount Vesuvius, which devastated a considerable part of 
Campania. 
Death of the elder Pliny, who was suffocated by the smoke and ashes from the moun- 
tain, while employed in examining this dreadful phenomenon. 

80 |Dreadful pestilence. 

Terrible fire at Rome, which raged with great violence for three days and three nights. 
Many of the public buildings were destroyed, among which were the pantheon, the 
Octavian library, and the capitol, which had not been long rebuilt. 

Dedication of the amphitheatre begun by Vespasian and finished by Titus. 

81 | Titus dies on Sept. 13, after a reign of two years, two months, and twenty days; and 
is succeeded in the Roman empire by his brother Domitian. 

83 |Domitian’s expedition against the Catti, a people of Germany. The emperor returns 
without having seen the enemy, and causes triumphal honours to be decreed him. 
It is supposed that about this time he received the surname of Germanicus. 

84 |Sabinus is made colleague with Domitian in the consulate; his prenomen is not 
known, but he is supposed to be the same with Oppius Sabinus, who lost his life 
soon after in the Dacian war. 

The Caledonians defeated by Agricola, with the loss of 10,000 men. ‘The ornaments 
of triumph are decreed the victor. 

The fleet of Agricola sailed round Great Britain; before this cireumnavigation was 
made the Romans were not sure that Britain was an island. 

85 |Domitian orders the nativity of all the great men in Rome to be cast; and such as 
were said to be born for empire, he destroyed. 

Philosophers banished from Rome by Domitian. 

The Nasamonians revolt from the Romans, but are subdued by Flaccus. 

Fulvius is made colleague with the emperor this year in the consulate ; his prenomen 
is not known. This Fulvius is supposed to be either T. Aurelius Fulvius, or 
Fulvius, the grandfather of the Emperor Titus Antoninus. 

86 |Institution of the Capitoline games. 

The Dacian war began this year, according to Eusebius. 

The Dacians enter the Roman provinces, and make great depredations ; but are at 
last completely overthrown by Julianus. ay! 

gg |The secular games celebrated at Rome this year, not because it was the termination 
of an even century from the building of the city, but through the mere caprice of 
the emperor. 
| 89 |Domitian banished the astrologers from Rome. 
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The Marcomans, &c., having defeated the emperor, the latter makes peace with 
Decebalus, king of the Dacians, and allows him a yearly pension, which is never 
demanded. He assumes the surname of Dacicus. 

Domitian changes the names of the months of September and October, and calls them 
Germanicus and Domitianus ; which continued only during his life. 

About this time the temple of Janus is again shut. : : 

Cornelia, chief of the vestals, accused by the emperor of incontinence, is buried alive. 

About this time happened the revolt of L. Antonius, who commanded on the Upper 
Rhine. He is defeated and killed. 


‘|The kingdom of Chalcis united to the Roman empire. 


Death of Agricola, the governor of Britain, on the 23d of August, in the year when 
Collega and Priscus were consuls. . ; 
The Sarmatians revolt, but are soon quelled by Domitian; in consequence of which 

he carries a laurel crown to the capitol, and consecrates it to Jupiter. 

Philosophers and scientific men banished Rome by an order of the senate. Epictetus, 
the famous stoic philosopher, was among the number of the exiles. 

Commencement of the second persecution against the Christians. 

About this time St. John was thrown into a cauldron of boiling oil, near the Latin 
gate at Rome; but, being miraculously preserved, is afterwards banished to Patmos, 
where he is supposed to have written his Revelation some time in the course of this 
or the following year. 

Acilius Glabrio, who had been consul A. U. C. 844, is put to death by order of the 


emperor. 

Domitian killed in his palace by some of his freedmen, after a tyrannical reign of 
fifteen years and five days. He was the last of the twelve Cesars, andis succeeded 
in the empire by Nerva. 

Death of Virginius, the consul, in the 83d year of his age. Tacrtus, who was at this 
time consul by subrogation, pronounces his funeral oration. 

Trajan, who commanded the army in Lower Germany, adopted by Nerva. 

Nerva dies, Jan. 21, after having reigned one year, four months, and eight days, and 
is succeeded in the empire by Trajan, a Spaniard. 

The Chamavians and Angrivarians defeat the Bructerians, with the loss of 60,000 men. 

Trajan, who was in Germany when he was proclaimed emperor, enters Rome without 
the least parade. 

Adrian, afterwards emperor, married to Sabina, daughter of Trajan’s nephew. 

The death of St. John, the apostle and evangelist, is generally supposed to have 
happened about this time. 


Finished correcting for a new edition, Nov. 4th, 1831.—A. C. 
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